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By BEN GAGNON

WHATELY – In the last two 
weeks, almost 24 acres of new 
greenhouse space came on line at 
Nourse Farms in Whately, where 
one of the region’s largest em-
ployers seems to be growing as 
fast as the berry plants it produc-
es. And that’s just the end of the 
first stage of building planned by 
CEO John Place.

“What we’re going to try to ac-
complish here in 10 years, we hope 
to have an even more substantial 
footprint as an employer,” said 
Place, who already oversees 200 
people at the site. Nourse recent-

ly began an internship program 
linked with UMass.

The latest new footprint in-
cludes 19 acres of high-tunnel 
greenhouses, along with a totally 
enclosed 4.5-acre high-tech green-
house where the firm’s prized 
mother plants are grown. 

While its headquarters is in 
Whately, the company grows 
strawberries, raspberries, and 
blackberries on 1,000 acres along 
the Connecticut River from Hat-
field to Northfield, including a 
large parcel in Montague. 

The rapid expansion of the pri-
vately-held firm has come after an 

Berry Farm Becoming 
Major Regional Employer 
After Capital Infusion  

see NOURSE page A5

By KATIE NOLAN

On Tuesday night, the Erving 
selectboard interviewed Dulcie 
McAndrews and Tracey Gaudett 
for the position of director of senior 
services, and voted unanimously to 
hire McAndrews. McAndrews is 
currently the activities coordinator 
at the center. Gaudett is the director 
of the Orange Council on Aging. 

At its regular meeting on Mon-
day, the selectboard leaned toward 
approving a five-year contract 

with the Franklin County Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority (FCRHRA) for managing 
the federally-funded loan program 
that provides loans to low- to mod-
erate-income homeowners to bring 
their homes up to code. However, 
they decided to wait until their July 
7 meeting for a final decision, af-
ter receiving a response from town 
counsel about the contract. 

Most of the current FCRHRA 
loans are forgivable, depending on 

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Weeks of rain ended in time for 
the Wendell selectboard to hold 
their June 18 meeting, but they met 
indoors anyway, in the town office 
building, because at their meeting 
time evening insects become ac-
tive. Also, the meeting room Owl 
allowed participants to attend by 
Zoom and residents can watch and 
listen to the meetings.

Tree warden Cliff Dornbusch 
also Zoomed in, with his young 
daughter trying to participate. After 
she was satisfied, he told the board 
about a tree next to Farley Road 
whose branches hang over wires, 
and over the street. When the tree 
started as a seedling, he said, it was 
on town property, the Farley Road 
right-of-way, but since then the 
road was moved, and now the tree 
is large and on private land. 

Property owner Rosie Heid-
kamp has offered to contribute up 
to $1,000 for the tree’s removal, be-
cause it puts shade where she hopes 

By JEFF SINGLETON

The Montague planning board 
approved a special permit Tuesday 
night for a lithium-ion storage bat-
tery system to be built on the Judd 
Wire Company property on Sandy 
Lane, next to the company’s em-
ployee entrance. The vote, after 
a public hearing, was unanimous, 
and included a requested reduction 

of a required 25-foot setback from 
the road to five feet.

The 2.7 megawatt-hour (MWh) 
battery will not store energy from 
the nearby solar array at the former 
town landfill, but will capture elec-
tricity from the grid when usage 
is low at the high-tech wire man-
ufacturing company and release 
it during “peak” hours. Judd Wire 

see BATTERY page A8
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Nourse Farms CEO John Place tends to long cane raspberries 
growing in the company’s new high-tunnel greenhouses.

Special Permit Granted for 
Battery Storage at Judd Wire

Food Gap 
Worsening 
As Federal 
Cuts Loom

WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Majority Now 
Over Moderate 
Income Line; 
Tree Now Old

Hydro Company Announces 
Drawdown for Dam Repair

see GMRSD page A5

see FOOD page A4

see DAM page A7

The large-scale battery would be built next to the plant’s employee entrance (above).

By SARAH ROBERTSON

FRANKLIN COUNTY – The 
number of people experiencing food 
insecurity is rising at a faster rate in 
Franklin and Hampshire counties 
than nearly anywhere else in the 
state, according to a recent report by 
the Greater Boston Food Bank and 
Mass General Brigham Hospital.

Half of all households in Frank-
lin and Hampshire counties experi-
enced some form of food insecurity 
last year, the researchers conclud-
ed, an increase of 13% over the 
previous year. 

“Food assistance plays a vital 
role, supplementing groceries for 
individuals who are in life or career 
transitions, earn low wages now, 
and are working to become finan-
cially independent, or have a fixed 
income,” Andrew Moorehouse, ex-
ecutive director of the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts (FBWM), 
told the Reporter. “[The] Food 
Bank remains committed to provid-
ing nutritious food to people across 
our region when and where they 
need it, without interruption.”

Food security is a term defined 
by the US Department of Agricul-
ture as “the ready availability of 

The view south at Kidds Island on Tuesday at an already-low river elevation.

ERVING SELECTBOARD

Senior Services Director Hired;  
Research Underway on Speeders

GAGNON PHOTO

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – Tuesday 
was scheduled to be the final school 
committee meeting for superinten-
dent of schools Brian Beck, but as 
it turned out there is a chance an 
emergency session will need to be 
held during his going-away party 
next Monday.

Though 12 days had passed since 
the committee interviewed finalists 
for the role of interim superinten-
dent and voted to offer the job to 
one, former Mahar superintendent 
Tari Thomas, chair Jane Oakes ex-
plained that there had been a hitch.

Thomas had gone on to serve as 
a superintendent in New Hampshire 
and then a coach of superintendents, 
meaning she had officially retired 
from her state job, Oakes explained, 
and the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE) 
therefore needs to issue a waiver for 
Thomas to serve as an interim super. 

However, according to Oakes, 
the process of applying for a waiv-
er had become bogged down due to 
“requirements... we did not know 
about,” and which even the Mas-
sachusetts Association of School 
Committees, which shepherded 
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By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS – Repairs to 
a failing mechanism on one of the 
gates of the Turners Falls dam will 
be carried out in the second week of 
July, according to dam owner First-
Light Power, but the company says 
it must dramatically lower the river’s 
elevation above the dam for the du-
ration of repairs in order for workers 
to safely access the equipment.

The work comes after a June 3 
incident in which the hydraulic sys-
tem that opens Bascule Gate 2, the 
second from the Turners side, failed, 
spilling “no more than 445 gallons of 
hydraulic fluid” into the river, First-
Light regulatory compliance man-
ager Alan Douglass told the Feder-
al Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) in a filing on Tuesday.

Smaller leaks from pistons on 
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Dane Lupien stands at the control panel of  a CNC milling machine at the Franklin County 
Technical School in Turners Falls. Lupien graduated this year and plans to study nuclear 

engineering at Oregon State University. He said he feels his time in the advanced manufacturing 
program at Tech has given him an excellent background for future engineering projects.
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Letters to the Editors

By SHARON DUNN

LEVERETT – Leverett To-
gether drew a crowd of 70 to hear 
speakers from six immigrant sup-
port organizations on June 16 at 
the Mount Toby Meetinghouse. 
Speakers shared information 
about what’s happening on the 
ground, what services these orga-
nizations offer, and what individ-
uals can do to help. 

The event arose directly from 
concerns expressed at Leverett 
Together’s community potluck in 
April. 

A co-founder of Western Mas-
sachusetts Asylum Support Net-
work (WMASN) described the 
organization as a volunteer mu-
tual aid network, welcoming and 
supporting people who have lived 
experience seeking asylum. 

While WMASN cannot give 
legal advice or tell anyone how to 
respond to specific circumstanc-
es, it supports accompaniment of 
members, when requested, to day-
to-day activities, as well as hous-
ing, rides, language, and financial 
and logistical support. 

  The Pioneer Valley Workers 
Center, based in Springfield, builds 
power with low-wage immigrant 
workers throughout western Mas-
sachusetts. Its goal is to transform 
systems and institutions that ex-
ploit workers and immigrants. 

The Workers Center’s grass-
roots focus has been on Know 
Your Rights trainings and fami-
ly preparedness clinics, assisting 
people in preparing for what hap-
pens to families in the case of de-
tention and deportation. They also 
do monthly food distribution and 
help people apply for drivers’ li-
censes. They welcome volunteers 
for transportation, English lessons 
and practice, phone banking, and 
letter writing.

A speaker for the LUCE Immi-
grant Justice Network described 
it as a mutual defense hotline and 
ICE watch project coordinated by 
a network of immigrant justice or-
ganizations around the Common-
wealth. The LUCE hotline at (617) 
370-5023 operates from 5 a.m. to 9 
p.m., every day of the week, across 
many languages. 

LUCE can dispatch volunteers 
to a location identified by a caller 
to verify the presence of ICE agents 
and gather information, with de- 
escalation rather than confrontation 

as the preferred approach.
The founders of Jewish Activ-

ists for Immigrant Justice (JAIJ) 
said their mission is to spread the 
word on immigration issues in 
the spirit of “welcome the strang-
er.” While not part of any Jewish 
organization, its overall intent 
comes from a place of Jewish te-
nets including tikun olam healing 
the world. JAIJ collaborates with 
Western Mass communities and 
churches to hold forums and we-
binars and produce a newsletter to 
share information; they do legisla-
tive work and hold rallies.

A representative of the West-
ern Massachusetts Immigration 
Legislative Advocacy Network 
related that their network is fo-
cused on federal, state, and local 
pro-immigrant legislative efforts. 
For example, they have worked 
for laws prohibiting local and 
state law enforcement from co-
operating with ICE, which enable 
immigrant communities to call 
law enforcement without fear of 
detention and deportation. 

Using community emails and 
listservs, the group disseminates 
information about bills that im-
pact immigrants and specifies how 
people can advocate for passage of 
pro-immigrant legislation.

Two presenters represented 
Franklin County Continuing the 
Political Revolution (FCCPR). 
They described the group’s  Im-
migration Task Force, which has 
a rapid response network of 700 
people, provides non-violence 
trainings, distributes Know Your 
Rights materials, and collabo-
rates with the LUCE hotline, ICE 
verifier network, Pioneer Valley 
Workers Center, Indivisible, and 
other organizations. 

They also hold rallies, including 
a “Rally for Immigrants Rights” 
this Saturday, June 28 from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. on the steps of city hall 
at the Greenfield common. Speak-
ers will discuss the needs of our 
Franklin County neighbors and 
what is in place for them.

Leverett Together, which spon-
sored the evening’s program, is a 
small group of residents whose 
aim is to build community in Le-
verett with events both fun and 
informational. Its next potluck, its 
third, will be held this fall.

Sharon Dunn is a member  
of Leverett Together. 

REPORTBACK

Speakers Detail Region’s
Supports for Immigrants

To the Chairs and Honorable 
Members of the Joint Committee 
on Telecommunications, Utilities, 
and Energy:

Please do everything in your pow-
er to remove Section 45 from the bill 
scheduled for a hearing Wednesday 
before your Joint Committee on 
Telecommunications, Utilities and 
Energy, H.4144, submitted by Gov-
ernor Maura Healey, titled An Act 
Relative to Energy Affordability, In-
dependence and Innovation.

As you must know, the voters 
of Massachusetts approved, on 
November 2, 1982, by more than 
a two-thirds majority, a referen-
dum banning the construction of 
new nuclear reactors, or nuclear 
waste storage facilities within the 
Commonwealth with supporting 
research and the prior approval of 
the voters of Massachusetts.

Governor Healey’s bill, Section 
45, specifically seeks to overturn 
that voter-approved referendum 
and allow for the construction of 
new so-called Modular Nuclear 
Reactors in the Commonwealth.

This is objectionable not only as 
a violation of the democratically ex-
pressed will of the voters of Massa-
chusetts. It is also an attempt to deny 
the facts of commercial nuclear en-
ergy, which the citizens of the Com-
monwealth have learned first-hand 
with the so-called reactor cleanup 
at Plymouth – where Holtec Inter-
national first attempted to dispose 
of 1.1 million gallons of radioactive 
wastewater into Cape Cod Bay be-
fore the Attorney General stepped in 
to halt that carcinogenic discharge. 
Then Holtec began evaporating the 
wastewater, releasing carcinogens 
into the air instead of the water. 

This problem remains ongoing 
and unresolved. The truth of the 

matter is that there is no safe dis-
posal of radioactive wastes, which 
are the inevitable byproduct of the 
commercial production of nuclear 
energy, whether in large reactors 
like the one that was finally shut 
down in Plymouth in 2019 after 
years of unplanned outages, acci-
dental releases of radiation, and lax 
regulatory oversight, or in the pro-
posed modular nuclear reactors. 

Each modular reactor would 
cost billions of dollars to construct, 
money far better spent on safe, re-
newable energy technologies like 
photovoltaics, wind, tidal power, 
run-of-the-river hydro, and geo-
thermal. A similar investment in 
these forms of energy would truly 
provide Massachusetts with energy 
affordability and independence  – 
without leaving the carcinogenic 
legacy of radioactive waste for fu-
ture generations to be exposed to. 

As you may know, some of the 
cancer-causing nuclides produced 
in the course of nuclear fission in 
reactors large or small remain car-

cinogenic for up to 200,000 years. 
It is for these good reasons that the 

voters of Massachusetts approved 
Question 2 to ban the future siting of 
nuclear reactors – large or small – in 
the Commonwealth in 1982. 

It is the height of hubris on the 
part of the Governor to now seek 
to circumvent the will of the voters 
in this matter, and it would be the 
height of folly for the Joint Com-
mittee hearing her bill today to al-
low H.4144 to move forward with 
Section 45 included – to allow for 
the continued production of nucle-
ar power in Massachusetts, when 
there is no known method of safely 
disposing of the nuclear waste it 
would produce. 

Choose a path of safe, renew-
able, affordable, truly Green energy 
production, and do not leave a toxic 
legacy of nuclear waste for genera-
tions of descendents of the people 
who elected you to deal with.

Thank you,
David Detmold

Montague

Testimony: Don’t Bin Nuke Ban!

Here’s an Op/Ed from Steve 
Kirsch presenting the best record 
level data on the truth about the 
COVID vaccine.

Please publish this Op/Ed un-
der the name of its author, Steve 
Kirsch. (Unlike “The People’s 
CDC” which was published with-
out a name, probably contrary to 
the Montague Reporter’s require-
ments.) It counters the fears ex-
pressed in the “denunciation of 
Vaccine Access Restrictions” by 
showing that in fact the restrictions 
are a method of beginning to pro-
tect vulnerable populations. I’m 

sure Mr. Kirsch would be glad to 
give permission for you to reprint 
his newsletter article of 6/20/25.

The “Public Health Experts” of 
“The People’s CDC” likely include 
many members and shareholders 
of the pharmaceutical companies 
making trillions of dollars on the 
COVID mRNA vaccines, for which 
no tests have yet been done with 
an inert control group, and which 
continue with “emergency use  
authorization” despite no emergen-
cy existing.

Gloria Kegeles
Wendell

Please Amplify Mega-Millionaire



Compiled by MIKE JACKSON

Here we are at last, “Edition Z”  – the 26th 
consecutive weekly issue between our late De-
cember and early July weeks off of publication. 
Next edition hits newsstands July 10. We thank 
the Others who set our schedule before us and 
saw fit to give us breaks. It’ll be biweekly ‘til 
September 4. If big news happens in the off 
weeks, sorry but you’re on your own.

The heat finally broke as we put this together.

There’s a new sinkhole in Turners, a small 
one on Avenue A. Blink and you’ll miss it…. but 
peer in and you’ll start to wonder.

Joe R. Parzych sent this photo of a worker 
schlepping stuff up to the Montague town hall 
roof a few weeks back. No further explanation is 
needed. There’s a lot of stuff up there these days.

Two members of The National Spiritual Alli-
ance, David James and the Rev. Sheryl Sadler-
Twyon, will be at Greenfield Savings Bank in 
Turners Falls at 1 p.m. this Saturday to read from 
Spirit And Spa, the “memoiristic and vintage 
photographic portrait of Lake Pleasant” writ-
ten by Mr. James and the late Louise Shattuck.

The former sent a well-written 465-word pro-
motional article that would have lured you there if 
we had found enough space to run it. The bank is 

also holding a drawing this month for a first-edi-
tion copy of the book signed by both authors.

If it has been a while since you went to a 
mudball unveiling, you’re in luck – they’re 
doing one this Saturday afternoon at the Great 
Falls Discovery Center.

The event, from 2 to 3:30 p.m., is various-
ly billed as an “unveiling and celebration,” a 
“J.A.M.B.-O-REE,” and a annual meeting of 
the Friends of the Disco Center. The roughly 
500-pound boulder recently dragged to the Cen-
ter and containing within it visible armored mud-
ball specimens will be appropriately worshipped 
in veiled and unveiled states, refreshments will 
be offered for munching, and geology professor 
Richard Little, famous for making this vicinity 
famous by discovering lithified armored mud-
balls whose formation dates to the Jurassic pe-
riod here – there’s the J.A.M.B. – will edify all 
comers with a lecture in multiple media.

As of press time it does look like it could 
rain, but most of the event will be held safe and 
dry in the Center’s Great Hall.

That night, if you are still downtown, there 
are simultaneous concerts planned at the Shea 
Theater and Rendezvous and Harvest and Brick 
House and Unnameable Books. That’s five si-
multaneous shows. Please reference our Events 
calendar (pp. B8 and B9) and choose wisely.

Blind item: A reporter, soliciting a small farm 
in our vicinity to submit to some press coverage, 
came back to his editor hat in hand. Last time they 
made it into print, they explained, they received 
“pushback from vegans” on the internet.

Someone let us know they found white suprem-
acist fliers in one of the local little free libraries. 
We’ve seen a sticker or two over the years, usually 
quick parking distance from the bridge to Route 2, 
but this is a step forward. 

We don’t want ’em here. Lit drops are com-
monly used as entry-level recruitment tools by or-
ganized groups, with an escalation of harmful and 
antisocial acts to follow, though it could also be a 
motivated solo self-convert. Either way, this paper 
will give $40 to the first reader who photographs 
or otherwise positively identifies anyone distrib-
uting garbaggio of that nature locally. Heads up.

Parade! “Someone located and has now 
carefully taped this original page from a nearly 
49-year-old issue of the Greenfield Recorder to 
the wall beside the bulletin boards in the Food 
City vestibule,” reader Jen Audley explained of 
the attached photo. “Unclear what the 50,000 in 
the headline refers to – the caption below pa-
rade says 5,000 people watched the bicentenni-
al parade in Montague.”

We all make mistakes.... and in our line of 
work, seeing a typo like that triggers a small trau-
ma response. I don’t think I would ever sleep if I 
knew my worst ones would be posted in super-
market entryways a half century later.  

Next Friday, July 4, at 11 a.m., Center for 
New Americans will host their annual mass 
naturalization ceremony outside the county 
courthouse in Northampton. “We anticipate that 
approximately 50 applicants representing more 
than 30 different countries will take their Oath of 
Allegiance to the US,” the organization reports. 

It sure doesn’t seem like an easy time to im-
migrate here – no one born with that legal status 
should take it for granted. As we head into our 
Independence Day break, the feds want to end 
birthright citizenship, people are being grabbed at 
courthouses and schools to meet deportation quo-
tas, and visas are being cut off in retaliation for 
what was recently understood as protected speech. 

But a naturalized citizen is also on course to 
become mayor of New York, which I happen to 
think is pretty cool. Interesting times.

Send your little bits of news  
to editor@montaguereporter.org.
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(Going 
three times...)

By LIS McLOUGHLIN

NORTHFIELD – I went to US 
Representative Jim McGovern’s 
town meeting in Athol because 
I needed to feel supported, and I 
am very glad I did. He began by 
remarking that there is a lot we 
can do, and took questions for two 
hours from the audience of over 
100 people. I came away feeling 
like there’s some chance for us to 
save or rebuild democracy because 
of Rep. McGovern, and the caring, 
passionate citizens who took part 
in the event. 

What is going on? McGovern 
said many Republicans tell him in 
private that they agree with him, 
then vote the other way because 
they are afraid of the president, 
and that they will not be funded for 
re-election. Personally, I find this 
unconscionable. If they can’t do 
their jobs according to their own 
moral compass, they should quit. 

Fear is powerful, and it feels 
like the executive branch is trying 
to make citizens afraid so we will 
sit down and shut up. Most of the 
audience’s questions were about 
what we can do, and McGovern’s 
answers fell into three categories: 

First, notice. See that our gov-

ernment, especially oversight, is be-
ing disassembled, and don’t take for 
granted that this will pass. It may 
not. It’s important to be in it for the 
long haul and to expect challenges, 
even to be made a target. 

Second, it’s important to not get 
overwhelmed, and focus on what 
you can do, even if it means leav-
ing your comfort zone. Ways to do 
that are to show up, nonviolently; 
to vote; and to use your voice to 
encourage others. 

McGovern emphasized that pro-
tests and stand-outs inspire others –  
he said he’s always inspired to see 
even one person out with a sign at 
a rotary. Votes matter in every elec-
tion, from local to national, and 
while he emphasized that local ac-
tion is important, other states need 
even more help than we do. Many 
Republicans in Congress won their 
elections by less than 2%, and es-
pecially in those states it matters to 
stay engaged and vote. 

We can help educate people and 
support their rights through their 
own local organizations, and if that 
is too much, we can talk to friends 
and relatives in other states and en-
courage them to speak out, show up, 
and vote. McGovern emphasized 
this three times: talk to those you 

know about why the current attacks 
on democracy make this an import-
ant time to be involved, especially 
if they can vote in a place where de-
mocracy’s opponents now rule.

Third, both the speaker and 
audience emphasized media and 
community. McGovern suggested 
setting a good example by taking 
part in local politics effectively and 
efficiently. In answer to questions 
about youth, he suggested encour-
aging young people to become 
lawyers and politicians, to work 
through legal means for change. 

In response to questions about 
media, he recommended reading the 
most legitimate sources of informa-
tion available – for example, he will 
read a report itself, rather than rely 
on press commentary on it. Social 
media can be used in a responsible 
way to spread truthful information. 

In person and through media, 
McGovern encouraged us to be 
vocal about the benefits of laws we 
believe in, at all levels of govern-
ment, to help make sure they are 
not overturned. 

The audience expressed a lot of 

frustration with the Democratic Par-
ty. McGovern agreed that it needs to 
be less timid, and create an agenda 
that tells people how it can help 
them in their everyday lives. 

The party, he said, also needs 
to do more to reassert and protect 
checks and balances. Congressio-
nal rights such as budget and war 
powers, and the right of the judi-
cial branch to make and enforce 
decisions, are under attack. When 
court decisions are disregarded, 
this must be challenged. 

McGovern ended by reminding 
us we didn’t become the United 
States by sitting back. Rosa Parks, 
he pointed out, wasn’t in Congress: 
citizens and politicians alike need 
to stand up and be hopeful. 

We can’t all be Rosa Parks, but I 
believe that if everyone does some-
thing for even one hour a month that 
they are passionate about, that they 
are reasonably good at, and that 
needs to be done, our democracy 
would be unstoppable. Look online 
for a group near you working on 
something essential that you love, 
and join. Not only will you feel less 
alone, you will make a difference. 

Lis McLoughlin  
lives in Northfield.

OP ED Rep Calls On Constituents to ‘Stand Up’

The Athol town hall meeting included two hours of  questions and answers.
MCLOUGHLIN PHOTO
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SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SUPPORT 
LOCAL

INDEPENDENT
JOURNALISM

SEND ANY 
UNWANTED PIZZA 

COUPONS TO
THE 

“MONTAGUE REPORTER,”
177 AVENUE A,

TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

ALSO ACCEPTED  
IN PERSON OR 

IN MAILBOX

the amount of time the resident 
lives in the rehabbed home. Older 
loans must be repaid in full if the 
property is sold. 

FCRHRA community develop-
ment director Brian McHugh ex-
plained that some loan payments 
are considered “program income,” 
and must therefore be spent un-
der restrictive federal guidelines 
for additional homeowner repair 
loans, but others are considered 
“miscellaneous income” and may 
be redirected to a home improve-
ment program fund (HIPF) under 
the town’s control. 

Board members agreed that the 
town should establish an HIPF, 
which would still be managed by 
FCRHRA. Details about how the 
HIPF would provide money to 
homeowners will be decided at fu-
ture meetings. 

Traffic Calming
Moore Street residents Willi 

Ryan and Kim Skyrm, who had 
presented problems they had docu-
mented with speeding on the street 
at the selectboard’s June 2 meeting, 
returned on Monday. 

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith 
gave them an update on actions the 
town has taken, including contact-
ing the state Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) District 2 
traffic engineer, collecting data 
about traffic frequency and speed 

with the help of Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments, and plan-
ning a count of vehicles turning at 
roads intersecting Moore Street. 

Ryan and Skyrm asked that com-
munity members be included in de-
veloping options for traffic-calming 
changes. Board members cautioned 
that working with state agencies 
such as MassDOT can take time, 
but said they would continue to pur-
sue solutions and keep residents in-
formed. Jacob Smith predicted the 
next update would come in late July 
or early August. 

Greenway Ball Moves
The board reviewed a study 

prepared by Green International 
Affiliates on the feasibility of the 
proposed Blue Heron Greenway, 
a mixed-use trail between Erving 
and Wendell. and decided to file it 
with the Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation. 

Town administrator Bryan Smith 
said the authors “tried to speak to the 
concerns from the public.” Many of 
the questions from Wendell resi-
dents concerned “overbuilding” the 
trail with an asphalt surface. 

Selectboard member Scott Bas-
tarache noted that the feasibility 
study was not a final plan. 

“The point was to assess the 
scope and opportunities,” Bryan 
Smith said. 

Selectboard member James 
Loynd recommended that the town 

“keep the ball moving forward.”

Road Regs
The board reviewed proposed 

road-opening regulations for a 
fourth time, and asked water su-
perintendent Peter Sanders to make 
more changes, including to text re-
garding the process for shutting off 
delinquent water accounts. 

“Go through all of it from top 
to bottom with a fine-tooth comb,” 
Jacob Smith told him. 

“A lot of this is your current reg-
ulation, from 2013,” Bryan Smith 
commented.

Jacob Smith recommended ta-
bling further review to “a future 
date.”

As Sanders readied to leave, 
Bastarache commented, “I think we 
beat you up enough.”

“I’ve got my homework,” Sand-
ers replied.

Other Business
The selectboard voted unani-

mously to establish a Pearl B. Care 
Museum committee, composed of 
five members, and then appointed 
Theresa Dodge, Kelly Loynd, and 
BettyLou Mallet to the new com-
mittee. 

Since 2022, Clinical Support 
Options has provided the town with 
“co-responder” social services for 
certain police department calls, 
paid for by a state grant renewed 
each year. Police chief Robert Holst 

informed the board that he has not 
been notified that the funding will 
be awarded for the next fiscal year. 

Bryan Smith requested that the 
board appoint a member to work 
with Holst to consider options if the 
funding is not awarded. Because 
Bastarache will be leaving the board 
as of June 30 and William Bembury 
joining it July 1, the board decided 
to wait until their July 7 meeting to 
decide on the appointee. 

The board decided to table until 
July 7 a review of procurement doc-
uments for modular office buildings 
for the public works department.

The board made 22 appoint-
ments to town boards and commit-
tees, naming each person and board 
or committee and voting on each. 
By a separate motion the board 
appointed Philip Johnson, Gerald 
Sykes III, and Sarah Vega-Liros to 
the recently reconstituted cable ad-
visory committee. 

CivicPlus, the town’s website 
platform provider, plans to dis-
continue the current platform and 
will migrate the website to a new 
“starter” platform. Because Erving 
had already voted to upgrade its 
website, the board voted to approve 
payment of $50,841 for the initial 
installation of the upgrade, which 
will allow online permitting, licens-
ing, and registrations. 

“It costs more,” Bryan 
Smith said, “but it expands 
service offerings.”

ERVING from page A1

nutritionally adequate and safe foods.” Food in-
security is the lack of access to such food, or 
uncertainty about where one’s next meal will 
come from. 

Statewide, about one in three Massachusetts 
residents reported experiencing food insecurity 
at some point in 2024, nearly twice as many as 
in 2019. This data comes from the fifth report in 
a series by the Greater Boston Food Bank and 
Mass General titled The Cost of Hunger in Mas-
sachusetts. The study polled more than 3,000 
Massachusetts residents and compared the re-
sults with recent years. 

Hampden County has the highest rate of food 
insecurity in the state, with 54% of households 
reporting some level of food insecurity in the 
previous 12 months, an increase of 6% over the 
previous year. 

This self-reported data suggests periodic lack 
of food access to be a more widespread problem 
in the region than some other sources, including 
Feeding America’s Map the Meal Gap reports, 
which are cited on the FBWM website and are 
estimates based on economic and demographic 
statistics. For example, the latest Feeding Ameri-
ca figures show only a 13.3% food insecurity rate 
in Hampden County, and 19.6% among children.

The Food Bank of Western Mass also collects 
data from 200 food pantries, meal sites, and oth-
er programs across the region to attempt to mea-
sure the need for food assistance. Over the last 
year demand has increased by 10%, according 
to Moorehouse, up from 111,000 people served 
every month regionwide to 124,000.

Given the increased need for assistance, 
Moorehouse said he is worried that the feder-
al government’s threatened cuts to the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 

the main form of food aid in the country, could 
jeopardize the region’s food safety net.

“If these cuts are implemented, significant-
ly more people will turn to the Food Bank and 
our region’s already strained food assistance 
network,” he said. “We cannot make up for the 
scale of the federal SNAP program. SNAP pro-
vides nine times as many meals as our region’s 
food assistance network.”

About 192,000 western Massachusetts resi-
dents receive SNAP benefits, Moorehouse told 
the Reporter. The Senate Republicans’ recon-
ciliation bill currently proposes cutting SNAP 
funding by nearly one-third in FY’26 and imple-
menting a “cost-sharing” requirement for states, 
which could significantly impact the benefits 
available to these families.

“Federal programs like SNAP are successful 
because they are designed to respond quickly 
and fairly to the needs across all states,” he said. 
“Shifting benefit costs to states risks creating 
funding gaps that harm communities or force 
cuts to food assistance and other critical social 
service programs, which could have devastating 
consequences.”

Nutrition programs for children, he added, 
could be particularly impacted by the cuts. 

“Summer is here, and tens of thousands of 
children in western Massachusetts will lose ac-
cess to school meals,” he said. “Any cuts to fed-
eral benefits will be devastating for children in 
our region.”

Adequate nutrition, financial stability, and 
physical health are inextricably linked, the Cost 
of Hunger in Massachusetts report explained. 
In households that reported experiencing food 
insecurity last year, 51% of children suffer from 
a least one chronic health condition, compared 
with 42% of “food-secure households.” And 

while 6% of food-secure households report-
ed having trouble paying for medical costs, in 
food-insecure households the figure was 33%.

“Food insecurity doesn’t happen in isolation; 
it is one key social determinant of health in a 
network of interconnected and compounding af-
fordability crises,” Dr. Elsie Taveras, chief com-
munity health and health equity officer at Mass 
General Brigham, wrote in a statement the hospi-
tal system released alongside last week’s report. 

“Food insecurity devastates our most vulner-
able neighbors while placing preventable stress 
on our health system when hunger and nutri-
tion insecurity turn into and exacerbate chronic 
health issues,” she continued. “These findings 
must renew our commitment to hunger relief 
for the sake of real community health outcomes, 
our health system, and our economy.”

The report estimates that statewide, it would 
cost $2 billion annually to end food insecurity. 

In response to the growing need for food as-
sistance and threatened federal cuts, the FBWM 
has been advocating with lawmakers to protect 
federal food and health programs. Moorehouse 
said the FBWM plans to raise additional funds to 
purchase more food to meet the region’s growing 
demand without any pause in services. 

“We have seen increased support from the 
community – we know we can count on the peo-
ple of western Massachusetts when the going 
gets tough – whether it’s increased donations, 
more volunteers, or larger corporate sponsor-
ships,” he said.

In the meantime, Moorhouse urged residents 
to lobby members of the US Senate to vote 
against the current budget bill. As of press time, 
the cuts reportedly faced opposition 
from some GOP lawmakers, and the 
bill was still under intense negotiation.

FOOD from page A1

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com
 

OPEN three days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs – 11 to 6

(also by chance or appt.)

PAPER
Week of June 30 

BOTTLES & CANS
Week of July 7
 in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054
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“Every great cause begins 
as a movement, becomes a 
business, and eventually 

degenerates into a racket.” 
Eric Hoffer, ‘The Temper of Our Time’

infusion of capital in 2023 from 
Solum Partners, an investment 
management firm focused on 
food and agriculture, according to  
iGrowNews.

“When I took the position of 
CEO in 2022 there were a lot of 
tailwinds behind us and we need-
ed to take advantage of that, so we 
made a decision to seek outside help 
and had several suitors,” said Place, 
who listed several major reasons 
why the farm was able to attract so 
much investment capital.

“The consumer demand for ber-
ries has gone up nine to 10 per-
cent a year for about 10 years, and 
there was a huge unmet demand 
for quality berries,” he said. “Peo-
ple want healthy foods with natural 
antioxidants.”

Another major factor was a pre-
cipitous drop in the global berry 
supply, caused by a fungal disease 
known as Neo-P. Strawberry crops 
from the largest national produc-
ers, including China and Mexico, 
have been decimated.

Meanwhile, Nourse Farms has 
enjoyed a reputation for growing 
clean, high-quality berry plants 
from tissue cultures at its lab since 
1980, and Massachusetts has thus 
far avoided the fungal plague of 
Neo-P. Finally, consumers want 
to buy fresh berries locally, and 
by far the largest customer base 
of Nourse Farms are thousands of 
commercial growers around the 
United States and Canada.

All of these factors contributed 
to the huge new facility in Whately, 
including massive water tanks that 
take 4.5 million gallons of rainwa-
ter from the zig-zagging roof on 

the 4.5-acre greenhouse, sanitizing 
it and distributing it to the mother 
plants, and then recycling the wa-
ter through a new catchment pond 
next to the facility.

“Rainwater is the gold standard 
to feed plants,” said Place. “Our 
motto around here is the berry plants 
start clean, and they stay clean.”

Place spoke over the hum of 
computer-driven watering systems 
that glide up and down thousands 
of trays in the sprawling, high-tech 
greenhouse, which is expected to 
expand from 4.5 acres to a 10-acre 
facility over the next five years. 

“We control our own destiny with 
all lab-grown, clean mother plants, 
and we keep the environment con-
trolled and under cover from rain 
and mud splashing,” he said.

Neo-P is not the only fungal 
disease that threatens berry plants, 
and every fungus thrives in warm 
and humid conditions, which is 
why Neo-P has caused the most 
devastation in Mexico, Florida, 
and the southeastern US, though 
the fungus has also spread to Ohio 
and Indiana. Just a few months ago, 
the Blooms and Berries Farm Mar-
ket in Loveland, Ohio, canceled its 
annual strawberry festival because 
it was unable to find disease-free 
plants to grow this year. 

Between 2017 and 2020, Mexico 
reportedly lost more than 50% of its 
strawberry crop.

Growing their mother plants in 
strictly controlled conditions, then 
growing the “runner” plants in open 
fields up and down the Connecti-
cut River, allows Nourse Farms to 
meet the steeply growing demand 
for healthy plants. The company 
has also grown berries on 100 acres 

in Pasco, Washington, for 35 years. 
Meanwhile, the recent infusion of 
capital funded the construction of a 
third site near Asheville, North Car-
olina, where 28 acres of new green-
house space was recently completed. 

Large commercial berry grow-
ers that invest millions in massive 
greenhouses can’t afford to wait a 
year for berry plants to start produc-
ing fruit, so Nourse Farms fills the 
niche by starting the plants in end-
less rows under the new high-tunnel 
greenhouses. Earlier this week, a 
computer-driven irrigation system 
was hard at work watering long 

cane hydroponic raspberry plants 
grown in a coconut husk substrate. 
Once the plants are shipped to a 
commercial grower, Place said, 
each cane will produce about five 
pounds of fruit in 90 days.

Growing up in Pennsylvania, 
Place graduated from the agricul-
ture school at the University of Del-
aware and was an agricultural con-
sultant when he started his first farm 
“from scratch” at age 26, producing 
everything from milk and eggs to 
beef and vegetables. 

What drove him to farming?
 “I love cooking and growing 

food,” he said. “At home you’ll 
find a lot of Brazilian-style live 
fire cooking for family and friends. 
I’ve always been very passionate 
about feeding people.”

The Nourse Farms website 
features a “Berry Good Eats Rec-
ipe Book” as well as advice on 
attracting pollinators, along with 
information on best practices for 
growing berries, including more 
unusual strains such as gooseber-
ries, currants, and purple, gold, and 
yellow raspberries.

When Roger Lewis started a 
modest strawberry nursery by the 
Connecticut River in 1932, he 
couldn’t possibly have imagined 
what it would become 93 years lat-
er. The Nourse Farms website sums 
up the farm’s recent expansion.

“Looking ahead, Nourse Farms 
is poised for an exciting future in 
berry propagation, fueled by an 
infusion of increased capital,” ac-
cording to the website. “As mar-
ket demand presents itself, we are 
ready and equipped to answer the 
call, scaling our operations to meet 
and exceed expectations. Our com-
mitment to innovation and quality 
remains unwavering as we embark 
on this new chapter. With these stra-
tegic investments, we aim 
to solidify our position as 
a leader in the industry… ”

Place inspects mother plants in Nourse Farms’ newly built 4.5-acre high-tech greenhouse.

NOURSE from page A1

Left: Massive tanks collect rainwater from the roof  of  the 4.5-acre greenhouse.   Right: The recently completed irrigation system feeds berry plants in the high-tunnel greenhouses.

GAGNON PHOTOS
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Gill-Montague through the hiring process, apparently 
did not know about.

“I’m sorry – I’m a little out of patience,” she told 
her committee, and then addressed DESE, which might 
always be listening: “If you want to choose the superin-
tendents for the districts, do it, if that’s what you need to 
do – I’m really feeling that we’re not being respected.”

As Beck’s last day is Monday and school districts are 
not allowed to operate without superintendents, the com-
mittee may need to appoint an “interim interim” that day 
if the jam-up has not cleared. It was revealed that at least 
two staff members already in the room – business man-
ager Joanne Blier and technology director Tina Mahaney 
– hold licenses to serve as school superintendents. 

“Would you like to be superintendent for a day?” 
Oakes joked. “It comes with a crown...”

“We’re dealing with the state,” said Montague mem-
ber Wendy Thompson. “It may not be just for a day.”

The rest of the meeting was short and straightfor-
ward. The internet service at Turners Falls High School 
was down, but the air conditioning was functioning. 
Beck read an appreciative going-away statement. 

“As a family, we feel blessed to live in such a wonder-
ful community that provides exceptional support for our 
schools and our children,” he said. “Most of all, I would 
like to thank the students in our schools. They’re so kind 

and helpful, and have always made me feel warm and 
welcome.... You can count on my continued support.”

Oakes then read a statement on behalf of the com-
mittee wishing Beck well.

Kristin Dietz, who has served for a year as assistant 
principal at Sheffield Elementary, was appointed direc-
tor of pupil services. Beck highlighted her past work 
experiences with special education and therapeutic pro-
gramming, and expressed high hopes that her promo-
tion would be of benefit to Great Falls Middle School. 

“I’m excited about it as well,” Dietz told the com-
mittee. “My heart is in middle school.”

At its prior meeting, the committee had approved a 
new assistant pupil services position, at the expense of 
the community liaison position.

The committee discussed holding a “retreat” one eve-
ning this summer, and registration and logistics for the 
MASC annual conference this fall in Hyannis. Several 
accounts-payable warrants were approved unanimously. 

A ceremony to dedicate the high school pool to for-
mer swim coach Wes Snapp is planned for next Tuesday, 
July 1 at noon. Celebrants are asked to meet in the lobby.

Free breakfasts and lunches are available for youth 
this summer at Unity Park and the Carnegie Library.

The committee will meet next on July 8, 
unless the June 30 session to crown an inter-
im interim superintendent proves necessary.
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TURNERS FALLS SOFTBALL

TURNERS FALLS SOFTBALL 
MIAA DIVISION 5 

STATE CHAMPIONS!

CONGRATULATIONS

DAVID HOITT PHOTOS

A.H. Rist Insurance, Inc.   
159 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-4373 • facebook.com/RistInsurance 
www.ahrist.com • Congratulations!

Booska’s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-3690 • Congratulations!

Green Fields Market /
Franklin Community Coop 

Bringing the Thunder! 
Congrats, State Champs TF Softball!

Mackin Construction
We Dig Franklin County 
Since 1900  •  773-3622

Congratulations, Thunder!

Montague Community Television 
863-9200  •  www.montaguetv.org

Congratulations, Team, from  
everyone at MCTV!

Diemand Farm  
Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell

thediemandfarm.com
Congratulations, Champs!

Greenfield Solar 
Advice, Design, and Installation

772-3122  • 2 Fisk Avenue
Congratulations, Team!!

Pipione’s Sport Shop 
Congratulations, Softball Team!

101 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4246  

Rau’s Auto 
531 Turners Falls Road, Montague
367-2475 • Expert towing services 

Congratulations, Team!

Shea Theater Arts Center 
www.sheatheater.org 

Congrats to our hometown team!

Turn It Up 
Montague Book Mill

367-0309 • www.turnitup.com
Go, Blue!

Partridge-Zschau Insurance 
25 Millers Falls Road 

(413) 863-4331 • pzinc.com 
Congratulations, 

Turners Falls Thunder!

The Rendezvous Crew
78 Third Street, Turners Falls

thevoo.net • 863-4455
Congratulations!

Scotty’s on the Hill
863-9634 • Congratulations,  

Girls and Coaches! 
Awesome job as usual! 

Upinngil Farm  
411 Main Rd, Gill  

www.upinngil.com • 863-4431 
Congratulations!!

Seniors and team captains Marilyn Abarua, Mia Marigliano, 
and Madison Liimatainen celebrate the team’s victory in the  

June 14 state championship game at UMass Amherst.

CONGRATULATIONS

MIAA DIVISION 5 

STATE CHAMPIONS!

Autumn Thornton connects during the sixth inning of  
the April 25 game against the Greenfield Green Wave.

TURNERS FALLS SOFTBALL

Addison Talbot makes the final out 
in the top of  the fourth in the May 7  
game against Hampshire Regional.
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Here’s the way it was on June 
25, 2015: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive. 

Concerns Over Glyphosates

The Leverett selectboard met 
Tuesday with residents sharing 
their concerns about Eversource 
Energy’s herbicide spraying on 
power lines. Arborist Jeff Burrell 
pointed out that even though the 
town has a bylaw banning the use 
of pesticides, the state has jurisdic-
tion over the rights of way. 

Eversource manager Tony John-
son stated that the use of this her-
bicide, which contains glyphosate, 
was approved by the state as being 
the most cost-effective and the least 
damaging to the environment. 

Resident Kurt Adams said the 
World Health Organization an-
nounced in March that glypho-
sates are probably carcinogenic, 
and six or seven countries ban it 

outright. “Couldn’t you just do 
the management with clippers and 
chainsaws?” he asked. 

Johnson defended the use of 
the herbicide as having the least 
impact. “If we revert to mowing,” 
he said, “we take out a lot of de-
sirable native plants.”

A Plethora of State Trophies

On Saturday Turners Falls soft-
ball captured the Division 3 state 
title. For the dynasty that is Turners 
Falls, the 2015 state championship 
is one more plaque in the trophy 
case, one more medal on the meta-
phorical chest, and one more chance 
to prove that the little school on the 
banks of the Connecticut River has 
earned a storied place in Massachu-
setts sports history. 

Turners Falls has played for the 
state title an unbelievable 13 times 
and won seven times: seven state 
titles since 2004, an amazing feat. 

Looking Back:
10 years ago this week

Here’s the way it was on June 
23, 2005: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive. 

Down Goes the Wall

After years of concern about its 
structural integrity, the two-story 
brick wall at 62 Avenue A came 
crashing down Sunday night, leav-
ing tenants scrambling for shelter 
in the middle of the night. No one 
was injured but the attached fire 
escape collapsed with a thunder-
ous roar, with no secondary exit. 

On Wednesday first-floor ten-
ants were allowed to return, but 

second- and third-floor residents 
awaited repairs that could take 
some time. 

Erving Polishes Its Welcome

Artist Bryant Stewart stopped 
by to inform the Erving selectboard 
the new Welcome to Erving “mu-
ral” has been installed on the east 
side of the French King Bridge. 
Several members compliment-
ed him for his work and member 
Andy Tessier added, “Pete is hap-
py,” referring to Pete Cavanaugh, 
an advocate for replacing the old 
worn mural painting by Stewart. 

20 years ago

Here’s the way it was on June 
23, 1875: News from the Turners 
Falls Reporter’s archive.

Turners Falls and Vicinity

The heavy rains of last week 
caused the river to rise about  
two feet.

A vagrant cow has been play-
ing the mischief with a number of 
gardens in Riverside.

C.L. Loveland of Athol has 
re-opened the bakery in Second’s 
block, Third street.

A French class in Father 
Quaille’s Sunday-school is taught 
entirely in their own language.

Large quantities of logs are daily 
passing this point. The rear of the 
drive is at White River Junction.

A team from Greenfield ran 
away on L street, Monday evening, 
throwing the occupants of the car-
riage, two men under the influence 
of liquor, out on the road, injuring 
one of them slightly.

The Greenfield Times speaks of 
a Methodist strawberry festival. It 
has long been our desire to learn the 
religious proclivities of the straw-
berry, and for this information, we 

shall long hold the name of the 
Times in grateful remembrance.

A young lady was attacked by 
a rough on Seventh street, above 
L, the other night, but her cries 
for assistance frightened the ras-
cal, and he speedily fled.

Snakes are very numerous this 
summer. Mr. Gilman saw one that 
measured over five feet in length, 
Sunday. And he is a temperance 
man.

George Hartley is going to 
build a double cottage on L street, 
at once, and when finished it will 
be occupied by a couple of our 
young business men.

Thomas Lapine of Montague 
City, while at work at Shelburne 
Falls, Monday, had a leg smashed 
by the falling of a heavy rock. Dr. 
Coy attended him.

There were two saw mills at 
Turners Falls in 1812, one on the 
site of the Montague mill and 
the other where the Turners Falls 
Lumber Co.’s mill now stands.

A well of water is badly needed 
at the Oakman school house. The 
children have to go to the L street 
reservoir to obtain drinking water, 
which is annoying to the teachers. 

150 years ago

to install a solar array, but removing only the offend-
ing overhang would cost less than $1,000. 

Dornbusch said he was uncertain about cutting a 
tree down on private property to benefit a private per-
son. He also said cutting the tree at its base may cost 
less than cutting it from the top down. 

Answering a question from selectboard member 
Paul Doud, Dornbusch said he had enough money in 
his budget for the work. Selectboard member Adam 
Feltman cautioned about cutting trees as a favor for a 
private citizen. 

Selectboard chair Laurie DiDonato suggested invit-
ing Heidkamp to the next meeting. 

Rehab Loans
Brian McHugh, community development director 

at the Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevel-
opment Authority (FCRHRA), came for a scheduled 
public hearing keeping the town aware of the present 
situation with community development block grant 
(CDBG) loans for housing rehabilitation. 

Interest-free loans, now capped at $75,000, can be 
granted to low- or medium-income homeowners for 
repairs and construction with the goal of bringing 
their homes up to code. Repayment is prorated over 
15 years, so after that time nothing is owed, though if 
the home is sold during that period the remainder of 
the loan is due. 

Returned payments go back into the loan fund. 
Wendell now has $4 million in outstanding loans.

The goal for the current CDBG cycle has been to 
rehab 16 units in Wendell and Charlemont, Wendell’s 
partner in the grant. Of the $800,000 in the original 
grant, $423,000 has been spent, with four projects 
completed and four still underway in Wendell, and one 
completed in Charlemont. 

Since Wendell has used more than Charlemont in 
this cycle, McHugh said Charlemont residents’ appli-
cations will be considered before Wendell residents’, 
but only if they apply. 

McHugh said Wendell town treasurer Carolyn 
Manley had contacted him about painting the library. 
He said that when Wendell had previously received 
a CDBG loan for upgrading town facilities, 51% or 

more of its residents earned less than the “moderate 
income” figure. Now fewer than 51% of residents earn 
less than that, so the town will not be eligible for proj-
ects that benefit the whole community. 

However, when the current grant application was sub-
mitted, Wendell incomes did fall under the threshold, so 
McHugh agreed to look into the town’s eligibility. 

Other Business
The ballot vote to confirm or deny the Proposition 

2½ override budget and debt exclusion approved at 
the annual town meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
August 4. Manley said town counsel had not yet an-
swered her question of what campaigning is allowed. 
Town money and facilities may not be used to pro-
mote a position, but providing information is allowed. 

Attending by Zoom, fire chief Joe Cuneo said he was 
prepared at the New Salem fire station to give informa-
tion about a potential new truck and no one came. 

Moderator Katie Nolan, who came in person, used 
the public comment time to say that just before the 
annual town meeting on June 4, two people had called 
her asking about disability accommodations. She said 
she believes state law allows hybrid meetings for rep-
resentative town meetings, but not open town meet-
ings like Wendell’s. Verifying remote participants’ 
identity can be difficult, as can maintaining secrecy if 
a ballot vote is called. 

Nolan suggested forming a committee, including 
herself and town clerk Anna Wetherby, to explore 
possibilities to increase accessibility. Board members 
agreed to put it on their next agenda. 

Town counsel has not yet responded to a question 
about the property at 78 Wickett Pond Road. Wendell 
granted it to a resident after putting out a request for 
proposals (RFP) that stipulated that the bulk of the 
property be put under a conservation restriction (CR). 
The owner, who now wants to sell the house and prop-
erty, has not yet followed through with the CR. 

Board members began a review of appointments 
that need to be confirmed for FY’26. Dan Leahy is 
not continuing on the open space committee. Project 
manager Phil Delorey said he intends to con-
tinue in the future as manager of roads and 
infrastructure only, but not buildings. 

WENDELL from page A1

the bascule gates were detected in 
2022 and 2023, but according to 
the company this month’s failure 
was unrelated.

Douglas told FERC the company 
plans to draw down the water level 
on Monday, July 7 until it is level 
with the broken gate’s “crest,” and 
anticipates the project will last four 
days. During that week, he wrote, 
the water elevation of the “Turners 
Falls Impoundment” (TFI) would 
drop down to 170 feet above sea 
level, “approximately 6 feet below 
the permitted low operating pool 
elevation of 176,” and it would 
then take a day to fill the TFI back 
to “normal pool operating levels 
around 180’.”

FirstLight spokesperson Claire 
Belanger told the Reporter the 
company had reviewed “almost a 
dozen”  options before settling on 
the current plan.

“To mitigate disruption to boat-
based recreation and water activi-
ties, we are seeking to do the work 
after the July 4th holiday and during 
the week,” she said, “with the goal 
of returning the river to normal lev-
els by the following weekend.” 

Belanger said the company has 
been consulting with a “broad 
swath of stakeholders” about the 
planned drawdown, including ma-
rinas and dock owners and federal 
and state environmental agencies.

A request to the nonprofit Con-
necticut River Conservancy for 
comment on the plan did not receive 
answers before press time this week.

“FirstLight acknowledges that 
there will be some impacts on fish 
passage and spawning and rearing 
habitats,” Douglas wrote in his letter 
to FERC, though he added that the 

annual upstream passage of spawn-
ing American shad is expected to 
be finished before the drawdown. 
Downstream-traveling fish, he 
wrote, will pass through the power 
canal and back into the river through 
the “log sluice” bypassing the Cabot 
Station hydroelectric plant.

Douglas’s filing also acknowl-
edged that the drawdown may have 
an impact on nest-spawning species.

River enthusiasts have noted 
this week that the water elevation 
is already low, fluctuating each 
day as the hydro company fills its 
pumped-storage station upstream at 
Northfield Mountain and then re-
leases the water to generate power.

The Reporter was unable to 
reach staff at the Franklin County 
Boat Club at Barton Cove, but a 
call to the Turners Falls Rod & Gun 
Club, which operates docks on the 
Montague side of the river at Deep 
Hole Drive, confirmed what other 
boaters described off the record.

“You can’t get out of here in the 
morning,” member Chris Pervere 
said around 3 p.m. on Wednesday. 
“They started putting water back into 
the river, same as yesterday, but it’s 
probably another hour before a mo-
torboat could get in and out of here.”

Pervere added that for the past 

three days, he could see bluegill 
and pumpkinseed nests drying out 
in the morning and early afternoon 
“mud flats.” 

In an email sent at 4:38 p.m., Be-
langer wrote that “[a]t this current 
moment” the impoundment eleva-
tion was “178.9 ft and increasing.”

The low levels this week, Be-
langer said, were due to three factors: 
“low natural flows” of water coming 
down the river overall; the dam’s 
broken and “partially lowered” bas-
cule gate; and the operation of the 
pumped-storage station, which she 
said was at the request of New En-
gland’s electricity grid operator.

“ISO-NE issued a notice of ex-
pected abnormal conditions due 
to the extreme heat, which is why 
we needed to make sure Northfield 
was available,” she explained.

She added that the company’s 
ability to quickly restore normal 
river elevations above the dam af-
ter the repairs are finished also “de-
pends on inflow – if flows are low, 
it may be more challenging – but we 
will do our best to make that happen 
with the factors we can control.”

In the meantime, she said, First-
Light is trying to get the word out 
widely that the planned repairs will 
impact the river above the dam. 

“We understand it will take 
some time and repetition to get to 
all the people we’d like to be aware 
of this work,” she wrote, “so we 
will continue to communicate and 
provide updates in many different 
ways right up until the moment we 
begin drawing down.”

“We do expect that boats will 
be beached,” she added, “and rec-
ommend that boat owners 
take any action they see fit 
to safeguard their vessels.”

DAM from page A1

“We do expect that 
boats will be beached, 
and recommend that 
boat owners take any 
action they see fit to 

safeguard their vessels.”

– Claire Belanger,  
FirstLight Power
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Funds Available for Home Repairs
Town of Montague

Limited funding is available for income-qualified homeowners.  
HRA administers CDBG program funds for the Town of Montague.  

Funds are awarded as 0% interest, deferred payment, declining  
balance loans to correct health and safety deficiencies and  

to improve the energy efficiency of your home. 

To learn more, please contact:
 Bridget Phillips
 Franklin County Regional Housing
 and Redevelopment Authority
 (413) 223-5203
 bphillips@fcrhra.org
 www.fcrhra.org

engineering and maintenance manager Anthony Fer-
nando said the company’s electric bills currently aver-
age $150,000 per month.

The meeting began with a presentation by Fernan-
do; Dmytro Gladyshevskyi of PowerBESSCo 2, LLC, 
the project developer and applicant; Scott McBrayne, 
chief operating officer of parent company Peak Pow-
er, Inc.; and Melinda Costello of the engineering firm 
Weston & Sampson.

Fernando traced the history of Judd Wire, which 
began in the 1950s in downtown Turners Falls and 
was purchased in 1988 by a Japanese company named 
Sumitomo Electric Industries, which he said puts 
“corporate citizenship and good Earth principles at the 
same level as profit.” 

He went on to say that the battery would not only re-
duce electrical costs for his company, but would relieve 
stress on the electrical grid. 

McBrayne said Peak Power, a 10-year-old To-
ronto-based company that “deploys and optimizes 
energy-reduction systems to reduce energy costs for 
clients,” now has “89 sites under management, with 
close to over 819 megawatts in total.”

Costello reviewed the site plan prepared by Weston 
& Sampson, highlighting its conformity with the town’s 
zoning bylaws. The area is zoned as “Industrial,” she 
noted, which allows large-scale storage batteries. 

The battery would be built on an existing paved lot 
previously used for parking. An eight-foot chainlink 
fence would surround three sides, with protective “bol-
lards” – posts used for traffic control and security – on the 
Sandy Lane side. This location, Costello said, was cho-
sen because it was near Judd Wire’s “electrical room.” 

Planning board member Bob Obear asked for a 
stronger rationale as to why the setback was being re-
duced to five feet, putting the battery at the edge of 
Sandy Lane. Costello said this left space between the 
installation and the building for access by emergency 
vehicles in case of a fire. 

Another member asked how this battery compared 
with those typically attached to solar arrays. Glady-
shevskyi said they were comparable, but “we continue 

to operate and monitor the system 24/7,” charging the 
battery at night when “electricity is cheap” and dis-
charging it to Judd Wire during the day. 

Town planner Maureen Pollock asked Fernando 
and Gladyshevskyi to review the operations and main-
tenance plan, as well as a required decommissioning 
plan which includes a cost analysis.

During the part of the hearing open for public in-
put Justin Demers, who owns property abutting the east 
side of Judd Wire, said he supported the project. “We’re 
only going to need more energy than we do today,” De-
mers said, “so anything we can do like battery storage – 
to purchase it when it’s less expensive and when it’s not 
being used, and then reallocate it for when it’s 100 de-
grees outside – I think of as a win-win, going forward.” 

Pollock read a letter from Montague public health 
director Ryan Paxton raising a number of “consider-
ations” related to the proposal. Paxton warned that 
lithium batteries can be “quite dangerous due to the 
intense nature of their fires,” and the “extreme volume 
of water and flame retardant needed to suppress said 
fire, and toxic fumes emitted from said fire.” He asked 
whether the Turners Falls fire department had the “ca-
pacity” to safely respond to such a fire.

Paxton asked whether the developers had consid-
ered potential interactions between a fire at the battery 
and known “combustible” emissions from the nearby 
landfill, and whether reducing the required setback to 
five feet might increase the likelihood of a fire if a 
vehicle “were to collide with the system.” 

Pollock then read a statement from assistant Turn-
ers Falls fire chief Kyle Cogswell, who she said could 
not attend the hearing because he was on vacation, 
and had not seen Paxton’s letter. It stated that “We, the 
Turners Falls Fire Department, find the location of the 
system as comfortable as presented in the plans.” 

After Gladyshevskyi responded to Paxton’s “bullet 
points” by saying precautions would be taken to pre-
vent a fire and highlighting the installation’s benefits,  
the planning board closed the hearing and voted unani-
mously to issue the special permit. 

They set a number of conditions, including that “the 
finalized emergency management plan be reviewed by 
the Turners Falls Fire District and the Montague Police 
Department and shall be submitted to the building com-
missioner [sic] for that approval.” 

Large-scale storage batteries, controversial in a 
number of towns in the region, are allowed in Mon-
tague zoning districts named “Industrial” and “Historic 
Industrial” with a special permit and site plan review. 
The current policies regulating solar arrays and batter-
ies were approved in May 2022, with “small-scale” bat-
teries including any under 80 kilowatt-hours in capacity 
and everything larger termed a Battery Energy Storage 
Facility, which “shall not constitute a Public Utility.”

These rules were developed in response to a rumor 
at the time that a company located on Masonic Street 
in Montague City specializing in “recreational gems” 
sold to “campgrounds, mini-golf course and family 
fun centers” was about to sell its land to a battery stor-
age developer. 

The only large-scale battery storage facility in Mon-
tague serves the solar array built by Kearsarge Solar, 
LLC just behind Judd Wire, on a capped landfill on 
town land. It was built before the 2022 bylaw. 

The Weston & Sampson plan for the Judd 
Wire battery estimates construction would take 
place between September and December 2026.

BATTERY from page A1

A detail from the application prepared by Weston & Sampson.
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Above: The substation at Cabot Station, as seen from Depot Street in Montague City.

By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD – Another 
auction purchase. Another wild 
ride aimed at discovery. Isn’t that 
the joy of collecting?

How better to keep a retired old 
man active, alert and engaged.

One of my latest acquisitions is 
a large, likely unsigned oil-on-can-
vas riverscape painting I believe 
to have great potential. I snagged 
it at auction a couple months ago. 
It was described in the catalog as 
“American School,” and my im-
pression narrowed it down further. 
I saw it as an early Hudson River 
or White Mountain School work, 
though at the time site was not my 
primary interest.

What immediately captivated 
me was the activity it pictured. 
Two men on opposite sides of a 
raging mountain stream were re-
trieving fishing nets from the wa-
ter. The time of year is early au-
tumn, the place our Northeast.

Because there is no evidence of 
fish or a fish-processing station, in 
my mind, they were likely picking 
up for winter storage and mend-
ing. Just a guess. But one would 
think such nets were most likely 
used during the spring for shad and 
salmon, or, I suppose, fall Eastern 
brook trout spawning runs, though 

I have never heard of those.
My main focus was on the 

seines or gillnets shown. I had only 
read about such nets in sources like 
The Diary of Matthew Patten of 
Bedford, N.H. from 1754 to 1788, 
which I featured here in recent 
months, along with town histories 
from the Connecticut and Merri-
mack valleys. All you get is words 
in those accounts. No illustrations. 
One has no choice but to rely on 
imagination. Now, finally, an art-
ist’s depiction. Akin to a photo-
graph. A step in the right direction.

The only previous illustra-
tions I had seen of weirs, traps, 
nets, hooks, sinkers, and spears 
came from clear across the land, 
displayed in Hillary Stewart’s 
1977 book Indian Fishing: Early 
Methods on the Northwest Coast. 
Then, more recently, similar on-
line images. I was forced to as-
sume, and still believe, that the 
fishing practices of indigenous 
fishers from faraway North Amer-
ican places differed little from 
those employed here, first by in-
digenous people, then by Europe-
an copycats.

Illustrations of such fishing 
activity here in the Northeast are 
still rare, especially early repre-
sentations, which are virtually 

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

Valley 
View

Pulling Up a Full Net

see VALLEY VIEW page B4
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The author believes this unsigned painting could be from the  
Hudson River School, and has been trying to locate the place it depicts.

SANDERSON PHOTO

By CLAIRE HOPLEY

LEVERETT – “Summer reading” 
conjures up suggestions about new ro-
mances, or mysteries, or thrillers. War-
time tales get mentioned, too. But your 
books for summer could equally be old-
ies, such as Jane Austen’s Persuasion, 
the best romance of all time, or Edgar 
Allen Poe’s thriller The Cask of Amon-
tillado – or almost any of his other chill-
ing stories. For historical novels about 
war, there’s War and Peace or Catch-22. 

A summer spent luxuriating in the 
classics is worth thinking about, but if 
catching up with new novels is what you’d really en-
joy, here are five to consider. 

The front cover of E.C. Nevin’s A Novel Murder (Al-
fred A. Knopf, 2025) tempts detective fans with an il-
lustration of a dagger stabbed through a book. The back 
cover trails the information that E.C. 
Nevin is a pseudonym for an “ex-pub-
lishing professional” who worked on 
crime thrillers. This useful information 
validates the author’s picture of the pub-
lishing industry as one awash in booze 
and mired in jealousy and treachery.

This truth certainly shocks protago-
nist Jane Davenport. She’s six feet tall, 
clumsy, socially awkward, and without 
friends, yet she’s published six mystery 
novels. Like her other endeavors, they 
haven’t done well. Jane is attending a 
conference of mystery writers hoping 
to get her seventh novel the attention 
that will finally propel her to fame. 

Things go amiss. Her agent Carrie is murdered, and 
her editor Frankie is forever disappearing. The cast 
of characters/suspects is long and varied, and several 

have a motive for murder because Car-
rie was a right piece of work. When the 
efforts of the conventionally bemused 
policeman don’t identify the killer, 
40ish Jane allies herself with 20-some-
things Natasha and Daniel in a team of 
sleuths who try to get the job done.

Words like “twisty” and “tangled” 
are the stock-in-trade of reviewers of 
mystery novels, but they don’t describe 
A Novel Murder very well. Of course, 
like all sleuths, Jane, Natasha, and Dan-
iel pursue some wrong leads, but the 
plot is not so much a knot to unravel as 
a list of potential culprits to check on. 

Working through it is a learning process for the three 
volunteer-detectives, but especially for Jane, who final-
ly gets a dress that suits her and spots a man not only 
taller than she is but also attracted to her. 

A Novel Murder, in other words, is less of a who-
dunnit and more of a coming-of-age 
novel. Readers seeking a well-written, 
feel-good read will find this book balm 
to the spirit, while those who have 
ever contemplated publishing a novel 
will find it horribly enlightening.

If you are looking for a thriller, Tanya 
Coryell’s Matchmaking for Psychopaths 
(Berkley, 2025) is one to go for. The title 
is Lexie’s job description: she finds soul-
mates for pyschopaths, most of whom 
she presents as being – more or less – 
just like us. Her parents were psycho-
paths; indeed, her mother is still in prison 
for murder. Lexie, however, has created 
her version of middle-class success: a job 

she likes, a nice apartment, and a doctor-fiancé. 
Things begin to fall apart when simultaneously she 

see READS page B10

RECOMMENDATIONS

CLAIRE’S SUMMER READS

On Wednesday afternoon Baystate Health’s Wellness On Wheels (WOW) bus was parked at the United Arc,  
294 Avenue A in Turners Falls. Medical staff  on the bus offer free blood pressure screenings, A1C blood sugar 

testing, mammogram scheduling, COVID-19 test kits, blood pressure cuffs, health assessments and advice, and even 
legal, financial, and social-service information. Staff  said they were not authorized to speak with a reporter, but could 
confirm the bus will be parked at the Arc on the fourth Wednesday of  every month, from 1 to 4 p.m., into the fall.

FACES & PLACES

MAGGIE SADOWAY PHOTO
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GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls 
is open Mondays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more in-
formation, please call 863-9357.

Monday 6/30
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
Tuesday 7/1
9 a.m. Chair Yoga
12:30 p.m. Tech Tuesday
Wednesday 7/2
9 a.m. Veterans’ Agent
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Outdoor Yoga 
	     Cancelled
4 p.m. Mat Yoga
Thursday 7/3
10:30 a.m. Brown Bag Lunch
1 p.m. Pitch
3:30 p.m. Montague Villages 		
	 Board Meeting
Friday 7/4
Closed for holiday

ERVING
Open Mondays through Fridays 

from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1 Care 
Drive. Daily snacks and coffee. 
Fitness room and pool table open.

Monday 6/30
9 a.m. Good for U
10 a.m. Seated Fitness
12 p.m. Pitch Cards

1 p.m. Yoga
Tuesday 7/1
9 a.m. Nurse
9 a.m. Stretch & Balance
10 a.m. Line Dancing
11 a.m. Social Stringer
Wednesday 7/2
9 a.m. Interval Training
10 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo
1 p.m. Veterans’ Service
Thursday 7/3
9 a.m. Barre Fusion
10 a.m. Pilates Flow
Friday 7/4
Closed for holiday

WENDELL
Foot care clinic is the first 

Wednesday of each month. The 
next clinic is July 2. Call Katie 
Nolan at (978) 544-2306 for in-
formation or appointments. For 
Senior Health Rides, contact 
Nancy Spittle at (978) 544-6760.

LEVERETT
Chair Yoga classes are held 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m., hybrid, at 
the town hall and on Zoom. Foot 
care clinics are the third Tuesday 
of each month. The next clinic is 
July 15. Luncheons are the fourth 
Friday at town hall. For more in-
formation, contact (413) 548-1022  
or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Check the town newsletter or the 
LeverettConnects listserv for info. 

Senior Center Activities
JUNE  3O  TO  JULY 4

Dr. Tabitha Silvermoon, a.k.a. 
Tabby, is an adult female Labrador 
Retriever-Cocker Spaniel mix. 

Tabby is a sweetheart, good with 
kids, dogs, and cats. She is spayed 
and up to date on shots. She is also 
housetrained and microchipped. 

Tabby’s owner would like her to 
be in a home with a human who has 
a lot of time and love for her, “she 

will reciprocate in spades.” There is 
no adoption fee for Dr. Tabitha. She 
is located in Florence. 

To apply to adopt, find “Avail-
able Community Animals” at 
www.dakinhumane.org under the 
“Adopt” menu. A potential adopter 
must submit an application, inter-
view and meet the pets, and sign an 
adoption contract.
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‘Dr. Tabitha 
Silvermoon’

JULY LIBRARY LISTINGS
Montague Public Libraries
 Turners Falls: Carnegie (413) 863-3214
 Montague Center (413) 367-2852
 Millers Falls (413) 659-3801

Erving Public Library (413) 423-3348
Gill: Slate Library (413) 863-2591
Leverett Public Library (413) 548-9220
Northfield: Dickinson Library (413) 498-2455
Wendell Free Library (978) 544-3559

MONTAGUE

All month: Grab & Go Craft. 
Paper slinky dog, at all branch-
es while supplies last.
Every weekday: Free Summer 
Meals. For ages 18 and under. 
Breakfast 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., 
lunch 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Carnegie, under the tent. 
Every Tuesday: Plants & Polli-
nators. Ages 7 to 12, reg req’d. 
Carnegie, 3:30 p.m. 
Every Tuesday and Thurs-
day: Drop-in Craft. Ages 5 to 
12. Millers Falls, 1 to 7 p.m. 
Every Wednesday: LEGO. 
Carnegie, 3:30 p.m.
Every Saturday: Drop-in 
Community Puzzle. Carnegie, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 2: Knitting 
Club. Montague Center, 4:30 
p.m.
Saturday, July 5: Used Book 
Sale. Fiction, paperbacks, 
kids’ books, DVDs, CDs, au-
diobooks. Carnegie, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Thursday, July 10: Commu-
nity Resource Assistance. 
Millers Falls, 1 p.m. 
Thursday, July 10: Nee-
dle-Felting. For teens and 
tweens, reg req’d. Discovery 
Center, 3 p.m. 
Friday, July 11: Terrific Tur-
tles. Play games, touch real 
turtle shells, make a turtle 
craft. Carnegie, 3:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 14: Friends 
of MPL Meeting. Email kris-
topherlangston@gmail.com. 
Millers Falls, 5:30 p.m.
Thursdays, July 17, 24, and 
31: Bilingual Music & Move-
ment. Carnegie, 10 a.m. 
Thursday, July 17: Gel Plate 
Printing. For teens and tweens. 
Discovery Center, 3 p.m. 
Fridays, July 18 and 25: Dun-
geons & Dragons. Ages 11 to 
19, reg req’d. Carnegie, 5 p.m.
Saturday, July 19: Paws in 
the Park, for leashed dogs 
and their humans. Peskeomp-
skut Park, 1 p.m. 
Thursday, July 24: Local His-
tory with Will Quale. Millers 
Falls, 6 p.m.
Friday, July 25: Whalemobile. 
Reg req’d. Discovery Center, 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 26: Poop Mu-
seum. Science with a silly side. 
Carnegie, 2 p.m. 
Thursday, July 31: Vermont 
Wildlife. Live animals, furs, 
skulls, other artifacts. Carne-
gie, 3 p.m. 
Thursday, July 31: Book 
Club. Clare Pooley, How to 

Age Disgracefully. Montague 
Center, 7 p.m.

ERVING

All month: Summer Reading 
Program Events. For all age 
groups. Some require signup; 
see tinyurl.com/ervingSR2025.
Thursday, July 3: Friends of 
the Library, public meeting. 
5:30 p.m. 

LEVERETT

All month: Jackie Pueschel 
art exhibit. 
Every Monday and Wednes-
day: Online Qigong. See lever-
ettlibrary.org for info. 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, July 1: Music on 
the Patio, Rattlesnake Gutter 
Guttersnipes. 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 1: Craft Circle. 
For adults. 6:30 p.m. 
Every Wednesday: Play-
group. Ages 0 to 5. 10:30 a.m. 
Every Thursday: LEGO. Ages 
5 to 12. 4 p.m. 
Every Thursday: Mah-jongg. 
Beginners welcome. 1:15 p.m.
Every Saturday: Tai Chi. In-
termediate to advanced 10 
a.m.; beginners 11 a.m.
Tuesday, July 8: Music on the 
Patio, Orlen, Gabriel and Av-
ery. 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 15: Music on the 
Patio, On the Lam. 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 16: Fire De-
partment Visit. 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, July 19: Group 
Read Aloud. Ross Gay, Cat-
alog of Unabashed Gratitude.  
1 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 22: Music on 
the Patio, Stamell Brothers. 
6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 29: Music on the 
Patio, Masala Jazz. 6:30 p.m. 

NORTHFIELD

All month: In-Library Kids’ 
Scavenger Hunt.
Every Tuesday: Drop-in Knit-
ting/Crafting. 6 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, July 2: Book 
Group. Kristin Hannah, The 
Women. 10 a.m.
Wednesday, July 2: Tech 
Help. Bring your device and 
ask your questions. 1 to 3 p.m.
Wednesdays, July 2 and 16: 
Dungeons & Dragons. Sin-
gle-night campaigns for ages 
16 and up, all XP welcome. 
Register at northfieldrec.com. 
5 p.m. 
Thursday, July 3: Spice Club 
pickup starts. Sample and 
recipes while supplies last. 

This month: Turmeric.
Thursday, July 3: Environ-
mental Book Group. Rebecca 
Solnit, Not Too Late. 3 p.m. 
Saturday, July 5: Puzzle Pick-
up. For info, email friendsofd-
ml01360@gmail.com. 10 to 
11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, July 9: Readings 
Group. Alan Lightman, The Ac-
cidental Universe. 3 p.m. 
Thursday, July 10: Take-and-
Make Craft. String spinner toy. 
While supplies last. 
Thursday, July 10: Trivia 
Night. Four Star Farms Brew-
ery, 6 p.m. 
Saturday, July 19: Owls Up 
Close. (Rain date July 20.) 3 
p.m. 
Sunday, July 27: Fix-It Fair. 
Northfield Golf Club, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 30: Poetry 
Group. 3 p.m.

WENDELL

All month: Art exhibit, collages 
by Susan Dorais.
Every Tuesday: Adult Art 
Group. 5 p.m. 
Tuesdays, July 1, 15, and 29: 
Franklin County Fair Crafting 
Club. Reg req’d. 3 p.m. 
Every Wednesday: Movie. 4 
p.m.; Yoga. 6:20 p.m. 
Every Friday: LEGO. 4 p.m.
Every Sunday: Yoga. 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 8: CNC Play-
ground Meetup. Weather per-
mitting. 9:30 a.m.
Tuesdays, July 8 and 22: 
STEM Craft. Bouncy ball. Ages 
5 and up, reg req’d. 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays starting July 9: 
Storytime. 10 a.m.  
Wednesday, July 9: Stone 
Circle Free Concert, Ants on a 
Log and the Grumpytime Club 
Band. 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, July 11: Office Hour 
with Rep. Aaron Saunders. 1 
p.m.
Saturday, July 12: Art Opening 
with Susan Dorais. 1 to 3 p.m. 
Mondays, July 14 and 28: 
Fiber Group / Mending Circle. 
6:30 p.m. 
Friday, July 18: Friday Night at 
the Library, Wendell MothBall. 
Bat presentation, moth obser-
vation. Moth/fancy dress en-
couraged. 6 to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 22: Adult Book 
Group. Elif Shafak, There are 
Rivers in the Sky. 10 a.m. 
Sunday, July 27: Cookbook 
Book Club. 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 31: Stone Cir-
cle Free Concert, The Hilltown 
Ham Hocks. 6:30 p.m. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Alpaca Escapes; Bear Limps; Hedge Impedes; Camo Guy Creeps;
New Sinkhole Develops; RV Guest Turns Out to Be a Problem

Monday, 6/16
2:01 p.m. Caller from Mon-
tague City Road requesting 
officer to residence; states 
someone stole her iPad and 
cell phone. Advised caller 
an officer would be made 
aware once they are free. 
Caller called back stating 
she found her iPad, but still 
wants an officer to go there. 
She was advised an officer 
would be made aware. Call-
er was unhappy and stated 
“Whatever,” then hung up. 
Officer called caller back, 
and she hung up.
2:18 p.m. Caller from 
Wendell Road reporting 
she had an alpaca escape. 
Report taken.
2:46 p.m. Caller from Lau-
rel Lane reporting a small 
bear cub in the area. Ani-
mal control officer notified.
4:10 p.m. 911 caller from 
Dell Street states that a 
bear is in the neighbor’s 
yard and they are on va-
cation; she’s worried about 
their chickens. Contacted 
animal control officer, who 
states he is in the area and 
will see if  he can locate the 
bear. ACO states bear has 
been shooed away.
6:20 p.m. 911 caller report-
ing bear going from house 
to house on O Street. Pro-
vided caller contact info 
for animal control.
11:15 p.m. Loud noise 
complaint on L Street. Re-
ferred to an officer.
Tuesday, 6/17
6:13 a.m. Caller from 
Hillside Avenue states he 
had a big black bear in 
his backyard and it looks 
injured; limping on one 
paw. Caller states he had 
one a couple of  days ago 
as well. Unsure if  it is the 
same bear. Caller would 
just like PD to be aware.
12:11 p.m. A 34-year-old 
Montague Center resi-
dent was arrested on a de-
fault warrant.
5:41 p.m. Officer spoke with 
parties at a Montague City 

Road address about hedges 
impeding the sidewalk; of-
ficer spoke with them last 
week, and hedges still hav-
en’t been touched.
Wednesday, 6/18
9:10 a.m. 911 abandoned 
call from Beach Road area 
of  Green Pond Road. Fe-
male party located walk-
ing along the road. Stated 
she was OK, just trying to 
shut off  her phone.
9:20 a.m. While checking 
the area after the previ-
ous call, officer located a 
vehicle that was parked in 
the area with a male party 
inside. Male stated that he 
and his girlfriend had an 
argument, and that’s why 
she was walking. Female 
was picked up by a friend 
who was going to give her 
a ride home.
11:14 a.m. Nouria employ-
ee states that two young 
girls came into the store 
stating that they were be-
ing followed by a male in 
a camo jacket. Male party 
also came into store and 
appeared intoxicated. The 
girls left; the male stayed 
for a minute, then left in 
the direction that the girls 
went. Officer located male 
party on First Street and 
is speaking with him. Male 
did not seem to be under 
the influence; however, 
he has been verbally tres-
passed from Nouria.
1:53 p.m. Property owner 
from Bridge Street states 
that an unregistered green 
pickup truck is parked out-
side of  his building. Ten-
ants on first floor said they 
will tell the truck owner 
that the vehicle will be 
towed if  it is not moved 
very soon.
3:06 p.m. Caller states that 
a female is trying to buzz 
a resident in an Avenue 
A building and they are 
not answering. Staff  told 
female that the person is 
not home and she needs 
to come back later. Female 
tried to force her way into 
the building, pushing on 
the door. Female is still 
outside trying to get into 
the building. Gone upon 
officer arrival.
4:49 p.m. Caller states 
someone took a picture of  
her license plate on Av-
enue A and she wants to 
know why. Male is on foot 
walking towards the Pizza 
House; caller is following 
in her white pickup truck. 
Advised of  options.
8:12 p.m. Caller report-
ing an intoxicated male 
approached his child at 
Peskeompskut Park and 
was trying to make con-
versation while also trying 
to get into the caller’s ve-
hicle until he said “Can I 
help you?” Male described 
as 5’9”, wearing shorts and 
a camo sweatshirt. No sign 
of  party at park; officers 
will continue to check area.
Thursday, 6/19
4:07 p.m. Caller states that 
a tall male with a backpack 

is walking in the middle of  
Montague City Road near 
the bridge. Caller states 
male stood in the road and 
stared him down while he 
was trying to drive past. 
Party is in Greenfield on 
the sidewalk at this time.
4:31 p.m. Report of  a man 
stumbling around beer 
cans in the Old Sunder-
land Road area, and a tan 
car with New York plates. 
Unfounded.
8:14 p.m. Caller from G 
Street states a baseball 
went through her car win-
dow. Referred to an officer.
9:55 p.m. Caller states she 
just drove by the dirt park-
ing lot on Unity Street and 
there are vehicles parked 
there and another vehicle 
is going from window to 
window. Officer checked 
area; two vehicles are 
parked there, not related 
to each other; no signs of  
illegal activity.
Friday, 6/20
4:08 a.m. Caller from T 
Street states she can hear 
a dog that sounds in dis-
tress; it has been barking 
for over an hour. Caller 
states she is unsure where 
the dog is, but can hear it 
from her house. Referred 
to an officer.
10:14 a.m. Party into sta-
tion to speak to an officer 
about people interfering 
with the care and well-
being of  his mother. Ad-
vised of  options.
2:26 p.m. Caller states that 
there appears to be a sink-
hole forming at the storm 
drain on the corner of  Av-
enue A and Fifth Street by 
Apex Dental. DPW super-
visor notified.
6:27 p.m. 911 caller re-
porting large tree down 
in Seventh Street area; un-
sure if  lines are involved. 
Second caller reporting 
same. Large tree between 
High and Park Streets; 
pole bending; unknown 
if  live wires. Eversource 
and DPW contacted and 
on scene. Road closed 
between High and Park 
Streets. Officer clear; road 
to remain closed until 
morning when DPW can 
clean up. Control advised.
10:14 p.m. Caller from 
Third Street reporting 
she was walking today and 
someone punched her. She 
does not know who it was. 
Referred to an officer.
11:41 p.m. 911 caller re-
porting disturbance on L 
Street. Peace restored.
Saturday, 6/21
8:39 a.m. Caller reporting 
that a camper has been 
parked for several days in 
the church parking lot on 
J Street; advises there is 
some kind of  fluid leaking 
from it, and it really smells. 
Caller is concerned it is hu-
man waste, and doesn’t be-
lieve the camper should be 
parked there. Officer spoke 
with owner; he will be 
moving the camper shortly. 
A party was staying in the 

camper and has since been 
removed; she used the bath-
room in the camper, and 
that is what leaked. Owner 
will be cleaning up as well.
11:37 a.m. Caller report-
ing a dark gray Chrysler 
just pulled up and ex-
changed money with a 
party near Fourth Street 
and Avenue A; believes it 
was a drug deal. Advised 
caller that info would be 
passed along to officers.
12:07 p.m. Caller from Da-
vis Street reporting female 
neighbor is in her car blast-
ing the music so loud that 
he can’t hear his own TV. 
Officer clear; female party 
advised of  complaint; she 
turned the music down 
and is leaving for the day.
3:14 p.m. Caller’s cat slipped 
out through an open door 
on Davis Street. Cat is all 
gray, no collars or tags. 
Requesting call if  anyone 
calls in with a sighting.
7:16 p.m. Caller from East 
Main Street requesting to 
speak to an officer; she re-
ports she returned home 
to her apartment last night 
around 9 p.m. and the door 
was unlocked. She believes 
she locked it when she left 
around 6 or 7 p.m. Caller 
advises no visible damage 
and nothing appears to be 
missing or out of  place. 
Advised of  options.
7:44 p.m. Fire/smoke in-
vestigation on Willmark 
Avenue. Shelburne Con-
trol advised.
9:09 p.m. Caller reporting 
ongoing issue with animal 
neglect; states that for the 
past three weeks there has 
been a dog in a white Sub-
aru in the alley between 
First and Second streets, 
behind the Shady Glen. 
The dog is in the vehicle 
long hours, day and night, 
at times barking and dis-
turbing the caller’s peace. 
Caller has seen running 
lights on for considerable 
periods of  time. Officer 
located vehicle owner, 
who said he was taking 
care of  a dog in the build-
ing; windows were open; 
dog appeared to be OK. 
Dispatch contacted caller 
and advised of  officer’s 
findings. Caller will call 
back if  the dog appears 
to be in distress or if  it 
starts barking again.
Sunday, 6/22
9:06 a.m. Walk-in from J 
Street reporting that he 
was helping a female over 
the past year and has been 
letting her stay in his RV. 
He found out she is do-
ing drugs and dealing out 
of  the RV. He asked her 
to leave, and she is now 
threatening him. Advised 
of  options.
9:10 p.m. 911 caller re-
porting an injured fox or 
coyote in the middle of  
Greenfield Road; animal 
is alive, but it appears it 
can’t move. Officer ad-
vised. Animal taken care 
of; unit clear.

French King
Restaurant & Motel

breakfast and lunch 
Friday – 8 a.m to 2 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  – 7 a.m. to  2 p.m.
dinner

Friday & Saturday – 4:30 to 9:30 p.m.
call to confirm: (413) 423-3328

By CASEY WAIT

TURNERS FALLS – Dear 
readers,  

Under better circumstances I’d 
love to wish you all a very happy 
Pride season. But in light of last 
week’s Supreme Court ruling in 
United States v. Skrmetti, paving 
the way towards banning gender- 
affirming healthcare – which is of-
ten life-saving healthcare – for mi-
nors across the country, I’m feeling 
less than festive. 

For those not in the know, US v. 
Skrmetti upheld a Tennessee ban on 
youth access to gender-affirming 
care such as puberty blockers, HRT, 
and surgeries. Opponents to the ban 
argued that denying access to testos-
terone to someone assigned female 
at birth but not to someone assigned 
male at birth, for example, constitut-
ed sex-based discrimination. 

The health risks associated with 
HRT are equal to their risks when 
used by non-trans individuals. Tak-
ing estrogen increases every pa-
tient’s risk for blood clots, for in-
stance, regardless of whether they 
were assigned female or male at 
birth. And testosterone supplements 
increase the risk of cardiovascular 
disease in both cis and trans men. 
Yet, all major American medical 
and mental health organizations 
and institutions have agreed that the 
benefits of gender-affirming care 
can greatly outweigh their risks. 

Contrary to conservative fear-
mongering, trans people didn’t just 
appear out of nowhere sometime 
in the 1970s. Across centuries and 
cultures all around the world, peo-
ple of all ages have lived outside 
of our comparatively new and rigid 
European colonial sex/gender bi-
nary system.

Jules Gill-Peterson, a historian of 
trans culture and healthcare, was one 
of several scholars who collaborated 
on an amicus brief for US v. Skrmetti 
documenting the existence of trans 
and gender-variant people through-
out time and space. Their brief shows 
that as far back as antiquity, methods 
of hormonal and surgical transition 
helped individuals live as the gender 
they identified with. You can hear 
Gill-Peterson discuss the brief, and 
her contributions to it, in an episode 

of the Death Panel podcast titled 
“US v. Skrmetti and the Long History 
of Youth Transition.”

The fact that the Trump White 
House announced that they will be 
closing the National LGBTQIA+ 
Youth Suicide Lifeline the day after 
the Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of the Tennessee ban should make 
it very clear what is really going on 
here: these white nationalist fascists 
want trans people dead. They know 
that banning gender-affirming care 
will lead to an increased risk of youth 
suicide, and instead of bolstering our 
crisis intervention systems to meet 
the increased need, they are attempt-
ing to punch holes in the already 
threadbare safety net queer youth 
have in this country, hoping more of 
us will fall through the cracks. 

Deprivation has always been a 
tool of eugenics. It’s not a coinci-
dence that trans people experience 
disability at twice the rate as cis-
gender people – and are over four 
times more likely to experience se-
vere Long COVID. This is not due 
to some gene that happens to make 
us both trans and immunocompro-
mised, but to systemic inequities 
trans people face living in a trans-
phobic society hellbent on bringing back every infectious dis-
ease there is while whittling away access not only to vaccines, 
but to any healthcare whatsoever. 

We deserve so much better, and we will not stop fighting for 
it until we win. 

To close, I want to share a piece  – a battle cry – by trans 
scholar Vicky Osterweil, titled “On Skrmetti”:

They call us crazy, criminals, perverts. Yes! Yes! A million 
times yes! 

Better madness than to be sane in this world of theirs! 
Better raving odes to whoring stealing and sleeping-in than 

Solomonic wisdom where bombs are safety and starving chil-
dren needful justice. 

Better we inject ourselves with hormones made from yams, 
sunflowers and gibbering glee than beg any longer for their 
rational care, which is just the groping of doctors, the berating 
of lawyers, the trampling of priests. 

Let them keep their sanity of the gravedigger!
And when we tear this world to pieces for a laugh? When 

we rip them screaming limb from robéd limb, with press-on 
claws and wild desire flashing in our eyes, what reason will 
they appeal to, what law to save them from our wrath?

If you need someone to talk to, Trans Lifeline runs a 24-
hour hotline and doesn’t call the cops. Call 1 (877) 565-8860. 
And, remember, your sick friend loves you. 

		  With trans love and trans rage,
Your Sick Friend

WAIT ILLUSTRATION

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM !!!
GO  TLRO  MOTORCYCLE   
SOPHIYO  MOTORCYCLE   

SUCEZY  IY  H  GLUTA  CE   
GQCPQ  MOTORCYCLE   
ALOY  ELM  OFCYM.  

 -  SHUSHUH  OQUOEUOCPQ 
CRACK THE CODE? SEND ANSWERS TO EDITOR@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG
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Root Yoga Studio
51 11th St., Turners Falls

413.676.9076
root-yoga-studio.com

New Student Special
Three Classes for $40

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION

Submit your comics (and puzzles) to editor@montaguereporter.org. Original & local creations only, please!

ROB MACHADO ILLUSTRATION

nonexistent. So, when I spotted this 
circa 1840 canvas depicting a fish-
ing scene at a roaring whitewater 
bottleneck on an unnamed upland 
stream, my curiosity blossomed. 

Ah! At long last, an image to work 
with. Let the auction bidding begin.

I knew it might represent the 
only chance of my lifetime to ob-
tain such a treasure to pick at and 
probe. I was thus compelled to 
take an honest run at it, welcoming 
the exhilarating research I knew it 
would trigger. That said, there was 
a limit to what I could spend, and I 
expected the hammer price would 
race out of range.

Not so. I lucked out.
Shockingly, as I put in a phone 

bid, only one bidder seated at the 
auction went against me, and he 
didn’t hang in there long. A stroke 
of luck, I guess.

The date of my purchase was 
April 30, which coincidentally 
would have been my late father’s 
97th birthday. Who knows? Though 
he was never a fisherman or histori-
an, he may have been watching over 
my shoulder for that adventure. Just 
a fleeting thought. 

Two days later – delayed a day 
by a late, greasy, spring snowfall I 
decided not to challenge – I drove 
to the auction house, wedged the 
large painting into my double-cab 
Tacoma’s back seats, and left it with 
a conservator for minor inpainting 
and repair. Less than a week later, 
the 47- by 43-inch framed painting 
was hanging proudly in my west 
parlor. Not only had I finally found 
the illustration for which I had 
furiously searched for decades, I 

owned it. Could study it.
The chase was on, and is ongoing.
The journey thus far has mean-

dered up and down the Merrimack 
and Hudson valleys, the White, 
Green, Adirondack, and Catskill 
mountains, the upper Lake George 
and lower Lake Champlain country, 
and even rivers in western Con-
necticut. Who knows? The artist’s 
impetus way have been born else-
where, like, say, a lower Merrimack 
tributary where fish runs persisted 
long into the mid-19th century. 

The biggest problem confront-
ing such research is the weakness 
of documentary evidence detailing 
fishing activity before and after the 
Revolution.

I started my research by study-
ing topo maps and online images of 
suspected rivers. I found many pos-
sibilities, but nothing conclusive. 
I then queried river guides, book 
dealers, town clerks, historical so-
cieties, and even museum curators 
who I thought might recognize the 
site. I sent them images of the paint-
ing that I thought might stimulate 
interest or, better still, ring a bell. 
Uh-uh. No one could place it.

Though I was familiar with 
19th-century artists like Hudson 
River School founder Thomas Cole 
and White Mountain School master 
Benjamin Champney, I knew lit-
tle in depth about their “schools,” 
which overlap. I bought books, read 
them, and found nothing to discour-
age me from digging deeper.

I then took the YouTube route, 
watching several scholarly presen-
tations. Like the previous reading, 
I found it validating. My painting 
does indeed display several Hudson 

School characteristics, including 
repetitive themes and symbolism, 
atmospheric effects, and contem-
plative allure.

Attribution to a specific artist is 
seldom easy, however – and this is 
no exception. Complicating mat-
ters, I soon learned that pinpoint-
ing sites of Hudson River School 
paintings is not easy due to the 
liberal employment of “artistic li-
cense” to improve compositions. 
These artists routinely enlarged 
and reshaped background moun-
tain ranges, or even moved distant 
pointy peaks to backdrop a river 
scene that had none.

The early Hudson River School 
painters were not plein air artists 
who set up their easels onsite and 
painted precisely what they saw. 
The best of them were academic 
studio painters, who routinely em-
barked on weeks- and months-long 
sketching trips to scenic places and 
returned to their studios to create 
colored, romanticized masterpieces.

I had recently seen this with my 
very own eyes, in a Charles Louis 
Heyde landscape a friend of mine 
chased at a Labor Day auction. 
The 1850s painting – which I be-
lieve Historic Deerfield purchased 
– showed a sun-splashed view 
from the west of the old Deerfield 
Toll Bridge that once stood at the 
present site of the General Pierce 
Bridge connecting Greenfield to 
Montague City. 

Framing an upper background of 
light blue sky and cumulus clouds 
on the right side of the canvas was 
the distinctive profile of Mount 
Toby. I immediately realized that 
Heyde had moved it a few miles 

north to glamorize his composition.
So where does this leave me in 

my attempt to attribute this new 
painting to a known early Hudson 
River artist? Well, I know the work 
came to auction from a Washing-
ton County, New York estate in the 
shadows of Lake George and Fort 
Ticonderoga. The consigner inher-
ited it many years ago from her fa-
ther, described by the auctioneer as 
“a well-known collector from the 
Albany area,” who was an active 
buyer between 1940 and 1980. He 
was likely the owner who paid for 
a professional cleaning and fitted it 
with an expensive, 20th-century gilt 
frame, which cost him more than 
twice what I paid for the painting.

That’s the beauty of auctions. It 
can happen.

The previous owner searched for 
information about the painting in 
her father’s files, but couldn’t find 

any. Nonetheless, he, too, likely be-
lieved it was of the Hudson School. 
Getting an attribution to one of the 
masters – say Cole or Durand or 
Kensett – is a more difficult matter, 
one which could invite disagree-
ment among experts unless there’s a 
disguised signature or initials some-
where on the canvas.

So, consider my search a work in 
progress – one I intend to continue. 
I believe I have found an important 
artwork that got lost in the shuffle. 
Thus far, one “off-the-record” ex-
pert agrees with me.

All I can do is keep searching, 
turning over every stone of inquiry.

Like I said before, collecting is 
exciting.

Gary Sanderson lives in 
Greenfield. Questions and 
comments welcome at  
gary@oldtavernfarm.com.

VALLEY VIEW from page B1

This detail shows one of  two men pulling up a seine on the river’s banks.

SANDERSON  PHOTO

JAN ATAMIAN ILLUSTRATION
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Aquí se habla español
Esta es la página mensual en español del Montague Reporter. Aquí podrá encontrar cuestiones acerca de la 
comunidad hispana en el área, eventos de interés, curiosidades, y noticias mundiales en español. Si quiere 
participar o compartir alguna sugerencia, envíenos un correo electrónico a spanish@montaguereporter.org.

Entretenimiento y ocio para el verano 2025.
Por VICTORIA MAÍLLO DE AGUILERA

GREENFIELD – En este clima de ten-
sión que estamos viviendo, en el que cada 
vez que abrimos nuestras redes sociales, o 
noticias sufrimos un aumento de nuestra 
intensidad cardíaca y bajada del estado de 
ánimo en general, es buena idea concentrar 
nuestras mentes en otros aspectos que nos 
proporcionen un cierto grado de felicidad 
y restituyan nuestro estado de ánimo, como 
por ejemplo la lectura, la música y el cine o 
la televisión. 

También es cierto que en el verano hay 
más horas de luz, los días son más largos y 
parece que aunque no estemos de vacaciones 
tenemos más tiempo para realizar activi-
dades que nos gusten, y si estamos de vaca-
ciones, mejor que mejor.

Aquí podrán encontrar una lista de algu-
nas novedades, y no tan novedades en español 
para entretenerse y aliviar las tensiones.

Lecturas de verano
Podría recomendar cualquiera de los clási-

cos de siempre, desde Cervantes a García 
Marquez, pasando por Cortazar – y no de-
jen de leerlos si tienen el tiempo y las ga-
nas necesarias – pero en estas líneas quiero 
recomendarles unas lecturas más entreteni-
das, fáciles de leer si su primera lengua no es 
español, e igualmente bien escritas:

•  Almudena Grandes, Todo va a mejorar 
(2022). No es una novela recién publicada, ya 
que la autora murió en 2021, pero no podía 
dejar de recomendar cualquiera de sus libros. 
Esta novela es la última de Grandes que no 
pudo terminar por su enfermedad y dejó es-
critas notas a su marido, él también escritor, 
Luis García Montero, como debía terminarla. 

Grandes nos describe con esta distopía una 
España del futuro muy cerca de la realidad. 
Es fácil de leer, y como todos los de Almude-
na Grandes, no quieres que termine porque 
están maravillosamente escritos.

•  Dolores Redondo, Las que no duermen 
(2024). Si le gusta la novela negra, de intri-
ga y suspense, esta es tu autora. Redondo es 
famosa por la llamada Trilogía del Baztán,  
tres libros sobre casos misteriosos en esa 
zona del País Vasco. 

Su última novela, Las que no duermen no 
forma parte de esa trilogía, 
sino de cuatro libros de la 
serie Los valles tranqui-
los, siendo este el segundo 
publicado, y faltan otros 
dos por publicar. La serie 
narra una serie de casos en 
los que trabaja una psicólo-
ga forense especializada en 
brujería. Lectura fácil, con 
mucho suspense, y que no 
decepciona.

•  Jorge Díaz, El espía 
(2025). Díaz es uno de los 
autores detrás de Carmen 
Mola, el seudónimo utiliza-
do detrás de novelas como 
La novia gitana. El espía 
es una novela de misterio 
histórico enmarcada en el 
sur de España de los años 50. Es muy en-
tretenida, la trama está bien desarrollada y la 
lectura es rápida debido a las buenas descrip-
ciones y al uso de diálogos.

•  Isabel Allende, Mi nombre es Emilia del 
Valle (2025). Allende es una autora consagra-
da de la literatura latinoamericana. Emilia del 
Valle narra la historia de una joven a media-
dos del siglo XIX, que quiere dedicarse 
a escribir y tiene que 
luchar contra las normas 
sociales de la época. 

Si le interesa la histo-
ria de Chile a finales de 
ese siglo, no debe dejar de 
leerla. En Mi nombre es 
Emilia del Valle, Allende 
se aleja de sus principios 
del realismo mágico para 
contarnos una historia 
dramática de resiliencia y 
aventuras.

•  Elísabeth Benavent, 
Esnob (2024). La escrito-
ra es más conocida por su 
seudónimo en redes socia-
les, Betacoqueta y su saga 
de Valeria. Esnob es una 
novela romántica con algunas pinceladas de 
erotismo como es su estilo habitual. El cam-
bio importante es que en esta ocasión y por 
primera vez el protagonista es un hombre. Un 
tipo acostumbrado al lujo y el dinero que lo 
pierde todo y debe volver a empezar. 

Se lee muy bien y describe las relaciones 
entre hombres y mujeres en la época de las 
redes sociales.

•  María Dueñas, Por si un día volve-
mos (2025). Dueñas se hizo famosa con la 
novela El tiempo entre costuras que se ha 
publicado en diferentes lenguas. Dueñas es  
una maestra en la descripción de sus perso-
najes femeninos. 

En esta novela histórica narra las aventuras 
de una mujer que huyendo de su pasado em-
barca con destino a Argelia, en esos momentos 
colonia de Francia, y con los años se convierte 
en una personalidad social en Orán. La novela 
tiene lugar en los años 50 en los últimos años 
del colonialismo europeo en África y se nota 
que Dueñas ha hecho un tremendo trabajo de 
documentación. Entretenida y fácil de leer.

Series de televisión
Tengo que confesar que no dispongo de 

canales de pago de televisión, así que les ten-
go que recomendar las que 
he visto en mis limitadas 
opciones de pago y que han 
sido realizadas en español, 
aunque siempre pueden di-
sponer de subtítulos o bien 
verlas en inglés. Voy a dar-
les solamente los títulos ya 
que algunas ellas las podrán 
ver gratis, si disponen de 
dichas plataformas, y ust-
edes ya sabrán donde en-
contrarlas sin necesidad de 
publicitarlas gratuitamente.

•  Legado. Tiene como 
protagonista a uno de los 
actores de mediana edad 
más famosos de España, 
José Coronado. Cuenta la 
historia del dueño de un 

periódico nacional y las disputas con sus hi-
jos respecto a la gestión de este, todo ello 
complicado con tramas policíacas y de cor-
rupción política. 

Los actores funcionan muy bien en pan-
talla, casi todos ellos son ya consagrados. La 
primera temporada consta de ocho capítulos, 
y se espera que haya una continuación. 

•  Valeria. Está basada en 
las novelas de la protagonis-
ta del mismo nombre escri-
tas por Benavent, de la que 
he recomendado otra novela 
en esta misma página. 

Es una serie mezcla de 
drama y comedia que nar-
ra las aventuras y desven-
turas de cuatro amigas de 
unos treinta años. Mues-
tra en imágenes la nueva 
sociedad española y en 
especial las relaciones in-
terpersonales de los mil-
lennials. Hay cuatro tem-
poradas disponibles. Muy 
recomendable.

•  El jardinero. Es una 
serie a caballo entre el 

thriller y el romanticismo. Ha llegado a ser 
número en la plataforma donde se emite. 
Cuenta la historia de Elmer, un chico al que 
le es muy difícil sentir 
después de un acciden-
te lo que es aprovecha-
do por su madre para 
usarlo como criminal. 
El problema aparece 
cuando empieza a de-
sarrollar estos sen-
timientos por alguien. 

Tiene una mezcla de 
actores españoles y lati-
noamericanos, algunos 
ya consagrados y otros 
que están empezando. 
Mantiene la tensión en 
el espectador y la fo-
tografía y los paisajes 
son preciosos.

•  Paquita Salas. 
Otro exitazo a mitad 
entre drama y come-
dia. La protagonista es Paquita Salas, una rep-
resentante de artistas venida a menos que está 
interpretada en la serie por el actor Brays Efe 
que está extraordinario en el papel. La serie 
ha sido dirigida por los nuevos Almodovar, 
Javier Ambrossi y Javier Calvo, llamados Los 
Javis. Muchos de los artistas famosos se pe-
lean por hacer una pequeña 
aparición en la serie. 

Si usted quiere pasar un 
buen rato y reírse con Paqui-
ta, esta es su serie.

•  Envidiosa. Es una se-
rie de televisión argentina 
que narra los problemas de 
una mujer, Vicky, que está 
entrando en la cuarentena 
viendo que todas sus ami-
gas se casan y ella acaba 
de romper con su pareja. 
Mezcla aspectos de la reali-
dad social argentina con los 
problemas de una mujer tra-
bajadora que vive sola para 
conservar su vida social. Es 
una mezcla de drama y comedia. 

•  Rosario Tijeras. La que se puede ver ac-
tualmente es una versión mexicana de la orig-

inal que era una serie colombiana, que a su 
vez se basaba en una novela de Jorge Franco. 
Es una serie que cuenta la historia de Rosario, 
una chica nacida en un barrio de la México 
D.F y como se ve envuelta en organizaciones 
criminales, tráfico de drogas, crímenes, etc. 
para poder sobrevivir. Por supuesto, como 
en todas las telenovelas mexicanas, el amor 
y el romanticismo juegan también un papel 
importante en la trama.

•  La casa de las flores. Es una parodia de 
las telenovelas mexicanas llevada al absur-
do. Por eso mismo, es muy, muy divertida, 
aunque se necesita una mente abierta para 
poder entenderla. Es la historia de una fa-
milia que hereda un negocio de flores que 
es simplemente la tapadera de otros negocios 
más lucrativos, pero menos legales. 

Hay un gran elenco de actores, la mayoría 
mexicanos, pero también de otras nacionali-
dades. Muy recomendable.

Películas
En cuanto al cine, voy a sugerirles al-

gunos filmes que pueden ver online, en idio-
ma español, entretenidos y que nos ayuden a 
distraernos, sin más pretensiones.

•  El legado en los huesos 
(2019). Es una adapta-
ción de la novela de Do-
lores Redondo que lle-
va el mismo título. Está 
dirigida por Fernández 
Molina e interpretada por 
Marta Etrura. En ella, la 
protagonista de la trilogía 
de Redondo, Amaia Sala-
zar resuelve un caso com-
plicado de suicidios. Los 
paisajes de la película, 
rodada en el valle de Ba-
ztán, en el País Vasco son 
excepcionales. 

Solamente puedo decir 
que no podrá dejar de ver-
la hasta descubrir el final. 
No necesita haber leído 
las novelas para poder me-

terse en el paisaje y los personajes.
•  La viuda negra (2019). Está basada en 

un caso real de una mujer que asesina a su 
marido usando a su amante. La actriz prin-
cipal es Carmen Machi que está estupenda 
en su papel. Es una película policiaca y de 
intriga psicológica. Muy bien hecha.

•  La familia per-
fecta (2021). Una co-
media protagonizada 
por Belén Rueda y José 
Coronado. Trata de una 
familia de clase social 
media-alta que ve cómo 
su hijo quiere casarse 
con una chica que no es 
lo que ellos esperaban 
para él. Simpática y di-
vertida, sin más.

•  Como caído del 
cielo (2019). Una entre-
tenida película mexicana 
sobre un hombre que es 
un mujeriego y después 
de un accidente el mismí-

simo cantante Pedro Infante se reencarna en 
él para darle una segunda oportunidad en su 
vida. Divertida, para no pensar mucho.
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We are once again proud to pres-
ent our annual water quality report, 
covering all testing performed be-
tween January 1 and December 31, 
2024. Over the years, we have dedi-
cated ourselves to producing drink-
ing water that meets all state and 
federal standards. We continually 
strive to adopt new methods for de-
livering the best quality drinking 
water to you. As new challenges to 
drinking water safety emerge, we 
remain vigilant in meeting the goals 
of  source water protection, water 
conservation, and community edu-
cation while continuing to serve the 
needs of  all our water users.

Please share with us your thoughts 
or concerns about the information in 
this report. After all, well-informed 
customers are our best allies. For 
more information about this report, 
or for any questions relating to your 
drinking water, please call Jeffrey 
Hildreth, Water Department Super-
intendent, or Suzanne Leh, Clerk/
Collector, at (413) 863-4542.

Community Participation
You are invited to participate 

in our public forum and voice your 
concerns about your drinking wa-
ter. We meet the first Wednesday of  
each month, beginning at 4:30 p.m., 
at the Water Department Office, 
226 Millers Falls Road, Turners 
Falls. Our Annual Meeting of  the 
Turners Falls Fire District is held 
in the spring.

2024 Board of  Water Commis-
sioners: Bruce Merriam, Edward 
Pelis, John Miner. Certified Water 
Operators: Stephen Fitzpatrick, Ja-
son Watroba. Water Operators:  Riley 
Watroba, Austin Felix.

Where Does My Water Come From?
The Turners Falls Water Depart-

ment’s main source of  water consists 
of  one ground water artesian well 
located off  Center Street in Mon-
tague Center. Gravel-packed Well 
#1192000 2G pumps 1.2 to 2 million 
gallons of  water per day to the fil-
ter plant. At the plant, the water is 
sand filtered for the removal of  iron 
and manganese; the treated, filtered 
water is then discharged into the 
gravity-fed distribution system. The 
Hannegan Brook Well located near 
Lake Pleasant can yield 1.44 MGD 
to meet future water demands. 

The water quality is good and 
only requires the addition of  wa-
ter treatment chemicals for pH ad-
justment. The storage facilities in 
Turners Falls have a total storage 
capacity of  6.3 million gallons. Lake 
Pleasant and Green Pond are emer-
gency backup surface water supplies. 
Please call Jeff  or Suzanne to answer 
any questions at (413) 863-4542, 
clerk@turnersfallswater.com, superinten-

dent@turnersfallswater.com, or www.
turnersfallswater.com.

Important Health Information
Some people may be more vul-

nerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population. 
Immunocompromised persons such 
as persons with cancer undergoing 
chemotherapy, persons who have un-
dergone organ transplants, people 
with HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants may be particularly at risk 
from infections. These people should 
seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. 

The U.S. EPA/CDC (Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention) guidelines on appropri-
ate means to lessen the risk of  
infection by Cryptosporidium and 
other microbial contaminants are 
available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or  
http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

Substances That Could Be in Water
To ensure that tap water is safe 

to drink, the MA Department of  
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
and the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (U.S. EPA) prescribe 
regulations limiting the amount of  
certain contaminants in water pro-
vided by public water systems. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and Massachusetts Department of  
Public Health (DPH) regulations 
establish limits for contaminants 
in bottled water, which must pro-
vide the same protection for public 
health. Drinking water, including 
bottled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small 
amounts of  some contaminants. 
The presence of  these contami-
nants does not necessarily indicate 
that the water poses a health risk.

The sources of  drinking water 
(both tap water and bottled water) 
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As wa-
ter travels over the surface of  the 
land or through the ground, it dis-
solves naturally occurring minerals 
and, in some cases, radioactive mate-
rial, and can pick up substances re-
sulting from the presence of  animals 
or from human activity. 

Substances that may be present in 
source water include: Microbial Con-
taminants, such as viruses and bac-
teria, which may come from sewage 
treatment plants, septic systems, agri-
cultural livestock operations, or wild-
life; Inorganic Contaminants, such as 
salts and metals, which can be natu-
rally occurring or may result from ur-
ban storm water runoff, industrial or 
domestic wastewater discharges, oil 
and gas production, mining, or farm-
ing; Pesticides and Herbicides, which 

may come from a variety of  sourc-
es, such as agriculture, urban storm 
water runoff, and residential uses; 
Organic Chemical Contaminants, in-
cluding synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, which are by-products of  
industrial processes and petroleum 
production and which may also come 
from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, and septic systems; and Ra-
dioactive Contaminants, which can 
be naturally occurring or may be the 
result of  oil and gas production and 
mining activities.

More information about contam-
inants and potential health effects 
can be obtained by calling the U.S. 
EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
at (800) 426-4791.

Water Conservation
You can play a role in conserving 

water and save yourself  money in 
the process by becoming conscious 
of  the amount of  water your house-
hold is using and by looking for ways 
to use less whenever you can. It is 
not hard to conserve water.

Here are a few tips: Automatic 
dishwashers use 15 gallons for every 
cycle, regardless of  how many dish-
es are loaded. So get a run for your 
money and load it to capacity.

Turn off  the tap when brushing 
your teeth.

Check every faucet in your home 
for leaks. Just a slow drip can waste 
15 to 20 gallons a day. Fix it and 
you can save almost 6,000 gallons 
per year.

Check your toilets for leaks by 
putting a few drops of  food coloring 
in the tank. Watch for a few minutes 
to see if  the color shows up in the 
bowl. It is not uncommon to lose up 
to 100 gallons a day from an invisible 
toilet leak. Fix it and you save more 
than 30,000 gallons a year.

Use your water meter to detect 
hidden leaks. Write down the meter 
reading before going to bed at night 
or leaving for a day. Include all num-
bers, write down the new reading in 
the morning and subtract the prior 
reading. If  there has been a change it 
is probably due to a leak.

What Is a Cross-connection?
Cross-connections that con-

taminate drinking water distribu-
tion lines are a major concern. A 
cross-connection is formed at any 
point where a drinking water line 
connects to equipment (boilers), 
systems containing chemicals (air 
conditioning systems, fire sprin-
kler systems, irrigation systems), 
or water sources of  questionable 
quality. Cross-connection contam-
ination can occur when the pres-
sure in the equipment or system is 
greater than the pressure inside the 
drinking water line (backpressure). 
Contamination can also occur when 
the pressure in the drinking water 
line drops due to fairly routine oc-
currences (main breaks, heavy water 
demand), causing contaminants to 
be sucked out from the equipment 
and into the drinking water line 
(backsiphonage).

Outside water taps and garden 
hoses tend to be the most com-

mon sources of  cross-connection 
contamination at home. The gar-
den hose creates a hazard when 
submerged in a swimming pool or 
when attached to a chemical sprayer 
for weed killing. Garden hoses that 
are left lying on the ground may be 
contaminated by fertilizers, cess-
pools, or garden chemicals.

Improperly installed valves in 
your toilet could also be a source of  
cross-connection contamination.

Community water supplies 
are continuously jeopardized by 
cross-connections unless appropri-
ate valves, known as backflow pre-
vention devices, are installed and 
maintained. For more information, 
review the Cross-connection Con-
trol Manual from the U.S. EPA’s 
Web site at http://water.epa.gov/
infrastructure/drinkingwater/pws/
crossconnectioncontrol/index.cfm. You 
can also call the Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

Source Water Assessment, 
Protecting Turners Falls 
Water Supply

The Department of  Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) has pre-
pared a Source Water Assessment 
Program (SWAP) for the water sup-
ply source serving this water sys-
tem. This report is a planning tool 
to support local and state efforts to 
improve water supply protection. 
Although the TFWD has many 
safeguards in place, the overall sus-
ceptibility ranking to contamina-
tion of  the groundwater supplies 
is HIGH, based on the presence 
of  numerous high-ranking threat 
land-uses within the Zone II water 
supply protection areas. The report 
commends our water system on its 
proactive approach to source pro-
tection.  A complete SWAP report 
is available at the TFWD, the Board 
of  Health office, and online at http://
www.mass.gov/dep/water/drinking/
swapreps.htm. For more informa-
tion, call the TFWD at 863-4542.

Things You Can Do to 
Protect Our Water Supply 

Take used motor oil and other such 
fluids to the town’s hazardous waste 
collection sites, use fertilizers and pes-
ticides sparingly, and do not use the 
riverbeds to dispose of  any waste.

Lead in Drinking Water
How does lead get in my drinking 

water?
In Massachusetts, most drinking 

water sources like reservoirs and 
groundwater are lead free. When lead 
is present in water, it is typically due to 
the water flowing through lead pipes 
or plumbing in homes with lead parts 
or solder.  Service lines, which are the 
pipes that connect your home to the 
water main, could have lead in them.  
Inside your home, you may have lead 
pipes, copper pipes connected with 
lead solder, or brass faucets or fittings 
containing lead.  Lead levels are high-
est when the water has been sitting in 
lead pipes for several hours.  Hot wa-
ter causes lead to enter water faster. 

How does lead get into my body?
In many cases, most exposure to 

lead is from paint dust, paint chips 
and soil contaminated with lead. 
Lead can also get into your body 
by drinking or cooking with water 
containing lead.  Young children 
absorb lead more easily than adults, 
and lead can be passed from a moth-
er to her unborn child.  For these 
reasons, lead in drinking water can 
be an important source of  exposure 
for pregnant women, young chil-
dren, and infants that are fed pow-
dered formula.

Lead is not absorbed through the 
skin.  Bathing or showering in water 
containing lead should be safe.

What can I do right now to protect 
my family?

Run your water before using and 
use COLD water. Always use cold 
water for drinking and cooking. 
Do not use hot water for cooking 
or baby formula. Hot water usually 
has higher lead levels than cold wa-
ter. Running the water before using 
will usually reduce any lead levels by 
flushing out the water that has been 
sitting in lead pipes for several hours.  

Boiling water does not eliminate 
lead. If  there is lead in your water, 
boiling it will increase lead levels.  

Statement from the Environmental 
Protection Agency

Lead can cause serious health ef-
fects in people of  all ages, especial-
ly pregnant people, infants (both 
formula-fed and breastfed), and 
young children. Lead in drinking 
water is primarily from materials 
and parts used in service lines and 
home plumbing. Turners Falls Wa-
ter Dept. is responsible for providing 
high quality drinking water and re-
moving lead pipes but cannot control 
the variety of  materials used in the 
plumbing in your home. 

Because lead levels may vary over 
time, lead exposure is possible even 
when your tap sampling results do 
not detect lead at one point in time. 
You can help protect yourself  and 
your family by identifying and re-
moving lead materials within your 
home plumbing and taking steps to 
reduce your family’s risk. Using a 
filter, certified by an American Na-
tional Standards Institute accredited 
certifier to reduce lead, is effective in 
reducing lead exposures. Follow the 
instructions provided with the filter 
to ensure the filter is used properly. 
Use only cold water for drinking, 
cooking, and making baby formula. 
Boiling water does not remove lead 
from water. Before using tap water 
for drinking, cooking, or making 
baby formulas, flush your pipes for 
several minutes. You can do this by 
running your tap, taking a shower, 
doing laundry or a load of  dishes. If  
you have a lead service line or gal-
vanized requiring replacement ser-
vice line, you may need to flush your 
pipes for a longer period. 

If  you are concerned about lead in 
your water, and wish to have your wa-
ter tested, contact Turners Falls Wa-
ter Dept. at (413) 863-4542. Informa-
tion on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take to 
minimize exposure is available at  
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Paid Content

2024 Water Quality Report
Turners Falls Water Department
226 Millers Falls Road
Turners Falls, Massachusetts 01376-1605
PWS ID#1192000

Turners Falls Water Quality Data 
During the past year, we have taken many water samples to determine the presence of  any contaminants and to comply with state and federal drinking water 
quality parameters. The tables below show only those contaminants that were detected in the water. MassDEP has reduced the monitoring requirements for 
volatile organic contaminants, inorganic contaminants, synthetic organic contaminants, and perchlorate because the sources are not at risk of  contamination. 

The last sample collected for these contaminants was taken on the following dates and was found to meet all applicable US EPA and MassDEP standards:
VOCs: 11/8/2023; IOCs: 8/10/2020; SOCs: 7/22/2021; Perchlorate: 8/16/2023.

Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community. Our next round of  lead and copper sampling will be in 2025.

Substance  
(Unit of  Measure)

Date 
Collected

90th  
percen-

tile

Action 
Level #MCLG # of  sites 

sampled

Range of  Tap
Sampling
Results

# of  sites 
above Action 

Level
Possible Source of  Contamination

Lead (ppb) 7/9/2024
7/10/2024 0 15 0 20 0 - 1.7 0 Corrosion of  household plumbing;

Erosion of  natural deposits

Copper (ppm) 7/9/2024
7/10/2024 0.0330 1.3 1.3 20 0 - 0.0795 0

Corrosion of  household plumbing;  
Erosion of  natural deposits;  

Leaching from wood preservation

Service Line Inventory:
The Turners Falls Water Dept. was required to conduct an inventory of  service line materials throughout its distribution system. 
This inventory can be obtained at our Office located at 226 Millers Falls Rd., Turners Falls MA 01376, M-F 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.. 

The inventory will inform you of  known and unknown pipe materials currently in place at all of  our water service customers.
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Definitions:
90th Percentile: Out of  every 10 homes 
sampled, 9 were at or below this level.

AL (Action Level): The concentration of  
a contaminant which, if  exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements which a wa-
ter system must follow.

MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The 
highest level of  contaminant that is allowed 
in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to 
the MCLGs as feasible using the best available 
treatment technology.

MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level 
Goal): The level of  a contaminant in drink-
ing water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a 
margin of  safety.

mg/L: Milligrams per liter.

MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant 
Level): The highest level of  disinfectant allowed 
in drinking water. There is convincing evidence 
that the addition of  a disinfectant is necessary 
for control of  microbial contaminants.

MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant 

Level Goal): The level of  a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known 
or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not 
reflect the benefits of  the use of  disinfectants 
to control microbial contaminants.

NA: Not applicable.

ND (Not detected): Indicates that the sub-
stance was not found by laboratory analysis.

ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per 
billion parts water (or micrograms per liter).

ppm (parts per million): One part substance 

per million parts water (or milligrams per liter).

SMCL (Secondary Maximum Contaminant 
Level):  They are established as guidelines to 
assist public water systems in managing their 
drinking water for aesthetic considerations, 
such as taste, color, and odor. These contam-
inants are not considered to present a risk to 
human health at the SMCL.

TT (Treatment Technique): A required 
process intended to reduce the level of  a con-
taminant in drinking water.

ug/L:  Micrograms per liter.

 * US EPA and MassDEP have established public health advisory levels for manganese to protect against concerns of  potential neurological effect and a one-day and 10-day HA of  1,000 ppb for acute exposure.

Tap water samples were collected monthly for Bacteria analyses throughout the community.
A Level 1 Assessment is a study of  the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if  possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.
Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially harmful, waterborne pathogens may be present or  

that a potential pathway exists through which contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms indicating the need to look for potential 
problems in water treatment or distribution.  When this occurs, we are required to conduct assessments to identify any problems that were found during these assessments.

During the past year, TFWD has been required to conduct one Level 1 Assessment.  One Level 1 Assessment was completed.  
In addition, we were required to take a corrective action, and we have completed and comply with the action. Below is a copy of  the Assessment completed in 2024:

Secondary 
Contaminant

Date  
Collected

Result or  
Range Detected

Average 
Detected SMCL ORSG or  

Health Advisory Possible Sources

Manganese 8/6/2024 0 – .003 ug/L .0015 ug/L 50 ug/L 300* Natural sources as well as  
discharges from industrial uses.

Sodium 8/16/2023 10.3 – 11.1 mg/L 10.7 mg/L 20 mg/L
Discharge from the use and improper  

storage of  sodium-containing de-icing  
compounds or in water softening agents

Iron 8/6/2024 ND ND 300 ug/L Naturally occurring, corrosion of  cast iron pipes

Inorganic 
Contaminants

Date  
Collected

Result or  
Range Detected

Average 
Detected MCL Violation? Possible Sources

Nitrate 8/21/2024
8/22/2024 ND - 0.123 mg/L 0.0615 10 mg/L NO Runoff  from fertilizer use; leaching from septic  

tanks; sewage; erosion of  natural deposits

Radioactive 
Contaminants

Date  
Collected

Result or  
Range Detected

Average 
Detected SMCL Possible Sources

Gross Alpha  
Particle Activity

8/21/2024
8/22/2024 ND – 0.24 pCi/L 0.12 pCi/L 15 pCi/L Erosion of  natural deposits

Radium 226 & 228 
(combined values)

8/21/2024
8/22/2024 ND- 0.72 pCi/L 0.36 pCi/L 5 pCi/L Erosion of  natural deposits

PFAS Sampling:
On October 2, 2020, MassDEP published its PFAS public drinking water standard or Massachusetts Maximum Contaminant Level (MMCL) of  20 nanograms  

per liter (ng/L), or parts per trillion (ppt) applicable to community (COM) and non-transient non-community (NTNC) systems for the sum of  the 
 concentrations of  six specific PFAS. This drinking water standard is set to be protective against adverse health effects for all people consuming the water.  

The Turners Falls Water Department did take samples in 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024 and has had No Detects for PFAS.

Paid Content



THE MONTAGUE REPORTERB8 JUNE 26, 2025

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

EVENTS

Weds 10-6
Thurs 10-6

Fri 10-8
Sat 10-8 
Sun 10-6 

“We buy and  
sell used and  
new books”

EXHIBITS
Great Falls Discovery Center,  
Turners Falls: Dam Culture 1995-
2025, photos and video stills of people 
skateboarding and engaging in other 
“wheeled play” in Montague’s public 
spaces, curated by Jeremy Latch. 
Through this Sunday, June 29.

Montague Center Library:  
Art/Poetry, Poetry/Art, group exhibition, 
through next Wednesday, July 2.

Sawmill River Arts, Montague Center: 
Guest artist Am​​anda Petrovato shows 
paper works inspired by sky, landscape, 
and natural history. Through July.

Leverett Crafts & Arts, Leverett:  
T.I.A. Architects Fundraising Exhibit,  
to support building a meetinghouse  
at the Leverett Peace Pagoda, and 
Allow the Mystery, paintings by Jerzy 
Kokurewicz, both through this Sunday, 
June 29. Weekends in July: Transcendent 
Ink: the Nature of (Queer) Belonging, 
in which Jasper Alexander, Emet Aron, 
Jayce Neal, and Pascale Jarvis explore 
block printing as a grounding force  
to navigate alienation; reception  
Sunday, July 20 from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Artspace, Greenfield:  
River Valley Radical Futures, work by 

artists Sunny Allis, Mary Katherine Cleary, 
David von Dufving, Bo Kim, Sharon 
Leshner, Michael Medeiros, Laura Torraco, 
and Alix Gerber envisioning a world after 
the end of capitalism, through July 11. 

LAVA Center, Greenfield:  
Marlboro Remainders, works by  
Marlboro College alumni, through  
June; Portraits in RED: Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous People, paintings  
by Nayanna LaFond, through July.

Looky Here, Greenfield: Artists in 
Residence, work by Levi Diamond and 
Arantza Peña, through July 25. 

Fiddleheads Gallery, Northfield:  
A Touch of Whimsy: artwork that makes 
you smile, group show, through July 13.

Gallery A3, Amherst:  
Domestic Radius, photographs and  
artist books by Laura Holland, through 
June. In July: Call and Response, 
paintings by Evelyn Pye, with an opening 
reception Thursday, July 3 at 5 p.m.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne Falls: 
Copper Etchings in Bloom, by Bobbi 
Angell, and Dreams From My World, oil 
paintings by Trina Sears Sternstein, both 
through this Sunday, June 29. Hilltown 
Happenings, abstract paintings by Tuyet 
Linh LaFleur, and Meet Your Neighbors: 
A Celebration of New England Wildlife, 

digital art by Jeanne Weintraub-Mason, 
both July 1 through August 29.

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shelburne Falls: 
Blossoms Galore, member art show  
on a botanical theme, through June.

Art Garden, Shelburne Falls: Zoomed In 
Zoomed Out, teen art exhibit featuring  
40 works by 17 teen artists, through June.

CALLS FOR ART
Seventh Annual Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition: Entries sought by July 15 for 
realism in painting, sculpture, drawing/
graphics, pastel, and mixed media;  
submit to workshop13.org/exhibitions. 
Show runs August 23 to September 7  
at Workshop13 in Ware. Cash prizes 
include $1,000 for best in show. 

Northampton Print and Book Fair:  
The 10-year anniversary edition of the  
fair will take place September 27  
at 33 Hawley Street. LGBTQIA+  
and BIPOC artists and publishers,  
artists of all ages and abilities, past  
participants and those who have  
never participated in an art/book/zine  
fair before, are invited to submit their  
work before July 15. Notifications will 
go out on or before August 1. Apply at  
northamptonprintandbookfair.net/apply. 

WHITE ON BLACK 
MONTAGUE
REPORTER
T-SHIRTS!

SUPPORT OUR  
NON-PROFIT PAPER!

$20 TO $40
SLIDING SCALE

Acclaimed singer-songwriter Rickie Lee Jones plays back-to-back nights at 
the revitalized Iron Horse in Northampton this Friday and Saturday. 

SU
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D
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TO

submissions: 
events@montaguereporter.org

THURSDAY, JUNE 26

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Nice & Easy 
Walk. 10 a.m. Free.

Elks Lodge, Greenfield: July 
4 Fireworks Fundraiser, team 
trivia competition, cash prize. 
Register at tinyurl.com/
fireworksfundraiser.  
5:30 p.m. $.

Energy Park, Greenfield:  
Russ Thomas, Austin and 
Elliot, The Frost Heaves  
and Hales. 6 p.m. Free.

St. Kaz, Turners Falls: 
Wheatpaste Mural Project 
Ribbon Cutting. 6:30 p.m. Free.

Peskeompskut Park, Turners 
Falls: Green Mountain 
Mambo. 7 p.m. Free.

Element Brewing, Millers  
Falls: Trivia. 7 p.m. Free.

Marigold, Brattleboro:  
Rival Galaxies, This Could  
Be It, Biddy Boy. 7 p.m. $.

Charlemont Federated 
Church, Charlemont: A 
Memoir of Blindness and 
Justice, presented by retired 
judge David Tatle. 7 p.m. Free.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Glenn Echo, Neil Sather,  
Kim Chin-Gibbons.  
9 p.m. No cover.

FRIDAY, JUNE 27

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Flying High Dogs! Show with 
frisbee dogs. 2 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell:  
Simon White & Rhythm Inc.  
6 p.m. No cover.

Incandescent Brewing, 
Bernardston: Oakland  
Stroke. 6 p.m. Free.

Unnameable Books,  
Turners Falls: Little Mazarn, 
Kristine Leschper, Mary 
Remington. 7 p.m. $.

Montague Common Hall, 
Montague: Dayna Kurtz & 
Robert Maché, Willa  
Mamet. 7 p.m. $. 

LAVA Center, Greenfield:  
Play readings, James Anthony 
Merolla’s Jane Austen 
Ruptured My Spleen and 
Sam Rahman’s Glaucman’s 
Syndrome. Talkbacks with 
playwrights. 7 p.m. $.

Amherst Books, Amherst: 
Author Cristina Olivetti  
reads from her memoir,  
About Bliss: Fighting for  
My Trans Son's Life, Joy,  
and Fertility. Discussion 
follows. 7 p.m. Free.

First Congregational 
Church, Amherst: A Walk 
in the Woods, by the Valley 
Players. Benefit for the Peace 
Development Fund. 7 p.m. $.

Iron Horse, Northampton: 
Rickie Lee Jones. 7 p.m. $. 

CitySpace, Easthampton: 
Murphy’s Law, The Take,  
Pink Slip, Green Street  
Fiends. 7 p.m. $.

Nova Arts, Keene: Delicate 
Steve, Modern Fools. 7 p.m. $.

Tanglewood, Lenox: Nas with 
the Boston Pops. 7 p.m. $$.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Karla Bonoff. 8 p.m. $.

Last Ditch, Greenfield: 
Padded Waltz, Fool and  
the World. 8 p.m. $.

The Drake, Amherst: 
Deerhoof, Asher White.  
8 p.m. $.

Divine Theater, Holyoke: 
Loculus, Vic Rawlings  
& Liz Tonne. 8 p.m. $. 

Sulis Studio, Florence: 
Vildalva, Peretsky,  
bobbie, Enchanted Mirror, 
Impure Luck. 8 p.m. $. 

Marigold Theater, 
Easthampton: The Real  
World, Space Camp,  
Hexrot, Frogs. 8 p.m. $. 

Hutghi’s, Westfield: American 
Amnesia, Murder (Sword), 
Hardcar. Low. 8 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners  
Falls: Ashley Rhodes.  
9:30 p.m. No cover.

SATURDAY, JUNE 28

Four Star Farms,  
Northfield: Start of Pedal  
2 Pints, 35- and 50-mile  
bike tours that include a  
sampling of Valley breweries.  
Register at www.bikereg.com/ 
pedal-2-pints. 9:30 a.m. $$.

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Pride Hike and 
Canalside Stonewall Stroll. 
Celebrate Pride while walking 
the 2.6-mile round trip along 
the canalside rail trail. Ages  
10 and older. 10 a.m. Free.

Northfield Mountain 
Recreation Center, Northfield: 
Wild Edibles and Medicinals 
Plant Walk with Jade 
Alicandro. 10:30 a.m. Free.

Greenfield Savings Bank, 
Turners Falls: Presentation, 
Spirit and Spa, with David 
James and Sheryl Sadler-
Twon on Lake Pleasant 
history. 1 p.m. Free.

New Salem Public  
Library, New Salem:  
Carrie Ferguson. Interactive, 
for all ages. 1 p.m. Free.

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Jurassic 
Armored Mud Ball Unveiling 
and Celebration, with a 
presentation by geologist 
Richard Little. 2 p.m. Free.

Element Brewing, Millers Falls: 
Gabe Jay. 3 p.m. No cover.
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CALENDAR 
looking forward...

FRIDAY, JULY 11

Carnegie Library, Turners 
Falls: Terrific Turtles, with 
Mass Audubon educator 
Kelly Walbert. Games, 
turtle shells, crafts. Ages  
5 to 12. 3:30 p.m. Free.

SATURDAY, JULY 12

Knights of Columbus, 
Holyoke: Space Camp, 
When the Time Comes, 
Unabomber, Made  
Manifest. 8 p.m. $. 

SUNDAY, JULY 13

1794 Meetinghouse,  
New Salem: Orkestar 
Banitsa. 4 p.m. $.

THURSDAY, JULY 17

Peskeompskut Park,  
Turners Falls: Wet Tuna, 
Vimana. 6:30 p.m. Free.

FRIDAY, JULY 25

Last Ditch, Greenfield: 
Slobdrop, Stagnax, Sleep 
Destroyer . 7:30 p.m. $. 

SATURDAY, JULY 26

Shea Theater, Turners  
Falls: Daedelus, Dan Friel,  
Head of Wantastiquet, 
Barbie.AI, Impure Luck, 
Astral Chill. 8 p.m. $. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

Hutghi’s, Westfield:  
Peace Talks, De Rodillas, 
Demented FX, Visceral  
Filth, The Eye. 8 p.m. $.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5

Tree House Brewing, 
Deerfield: Dark Star 
Orchestra. 6 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9

Antenna Cloud Farm, Gill: 
Duo Yumeno. 2 and 6 p.m. $.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13

Tourists, North Adams:  
Thor & Friends, More  
Eaze. 7 p.m. $.

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY,  
AUGUST 29 TO 31

Millers Falls Rod & Gun  
Club, Montague: RPMFest 
feat. Conan, Ghoul, Royal 
Thunder, Duel, Lich King, 
Horrendous, Chained to  
the Bottom of the Ocean,  
many more. Camping. $$.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Daily Op, Easthampton: 
Dummy, Mahogany. 7 p.m. $.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17

Iron Horse, Northampton: 
Fred Eaglesmith & The 
Velvet Frogs. $. 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

The Drake, Amherst:  
The Lemonheads. 7 p.m. $.

Left: Portland, Oregon-based garage rock band The Lavender Flu comes to the Harvest in Turners Falls this Saturday. 
Right: Free jazz multi-instrumentalist William Parker and dancer Patricia Nicholson perform Sunday in Williamstown.

Sunderland Center Bus Stop, 
Sunderland: The Leafies You 
Gave Me, Emerald Ground 
Water, Saliba, Orange & 
Amber, Teen Driver, Kim  
Chin-Gibbons, Hogsmas,  
The Pinings. 3 p.m. Free.

Latchis Theater, Brattleboro: 
CineSlam LGBTQ Short  
Film Fest. 4 p.m. $.

Montague Common Hall, 
Montague Center: Sarang:  
Colors of South Asian  
Music. 6 p.m. Free.

Great Falls Harvest,  
Turners Falls: Lavender  
Flu, APIE, Mountain  
Movers, Joshua Burkett.  
7 p.m. By donation.

Unnameable Books, Turners 
Falls: Northern Moonshine, 
Cowboy Alfredo and  
Rigatoni. 7 p.m. $. 

LAVA Center, Greenfield:  
Play readings, James Anthony 
Merolla’s Jane Austen 
Ruptured My Spleen and 
Sam Rahman’s Glaucman’s 
Syndrome. Talkbacks with 
playwrights. 7 p.m. $.

First Congregational 
Church, Amherst: A Walk 
in the Woods by the Valley 
Players. Benefit for the Peace 
Development Fund. 7 p.m. $.

Iron Horse, Northampton: 
Rickie Lee Jones. 7 p.m. $. 

Hutghi’s, Westfield: 
Ovarieasy, The Prozacs,  
MJ Bones, Jersey Calling, 
Always Manic. 7 p.m. $. 

Tourists, North Adams:  
Little Mazarn. 7 p.m. $.

Brick House, Turners Falls: 
Vya, Slowburning Daydream, 
Sleep Destroyer, Glass,  
Big Destiny. 7:30 p.m. $.

1794 Meetinghouse, New 
Salem: Nectar. 7:30 p.m. $.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:  
2 Car Garage. 8 p.m. $.

Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro: 
Luke Schneider, Pure  
Waves. 8 p.m. $.

Dream Away Lodge,  
Becket: Berkshire Bateria, 
Metno. 8 p.m. No cover.

Rendezvous, Turners  
Falls: Don Gadi, Lil Souf.  
9:30 p.m. No cover.

SUNDAY, JUNE 29

First Congregational Church, 
Amherst: A Walk in the Woods 
by the Valley Players. Benefit 
for the Peace Development 
Fund. 2:30 p.m. $.

Greenfield Records, 
Greenfield: Couchboy, Analog 
Boy. 3:30 p.m. By donation.

1794 Meetinghouse, New 
Salem: Stephen Katz. 4 p.m. $.

118 Elliot: Celebrating James 
Baldwin 100: Go the Way Your 
Blood Beats, talk by journalist 
Richard Goldstein. 4 p.m. Free. 

Lunder Center, Williamstown: 
William Parker, Patricia 
Nicholson. 5 p.m. Free.

Marigold, Brattleboro: 
Folkfaces, Ditrani Bros.,  
Moon Hollow. 8 p.m. $.

MONDAY, JUNE 30

Peskeompskut Park, Turners 
Falls: Montague Community 
Band. 7 p.m. Free. 

Montague Center Library, 
Montague Center: Bully! 
Roosevelt’s 1902 Visit to 
Millers Falls, presented by  
Will Quale. 6 p.m. Free.

TUESDAY, JULY 1

Sadie’s Bikes, Turners Falls: 
First Tuesday Group Bike 
Ride. Rides are upwards 
of 20 miles. Contact 
sadiesbikesinfo@gmail.com 
for more information. 
 6:15 p.m. Free.

Leverett Library, Leverett: 
Music on the Patio, 
Rattlesnake Gutter 
Guttersnipes. 6:30 p.m. 

Academy of Music, 
Northampton:  
Ocean Vuong. 7 p.m. $.

Bishop’s Lounge, 
Northampton: Buck  
Gooter, Bunnies, Jumpy, 
Wishbone Zoë. 7:30 p.m. $. 

Stone Church, Brattleboro: 
Fievel Is Glaque,  
Flanafi. 8 p.m. $.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2

Porter-Phelps-Huntington 
Museum, Hadley: Rosemary 
Caine and the Wild Irish 
Shenanigans. 6:30 p.m. $

The Drake, Amherst: Gyedu-
Blay Ambolley. 7 p.m. $. 

Nova Arts, Keene:  
Orchestre Tout Puissant 
Marcel Duchamp. 7 p.m. $.

THURSDAY, JULY 3

Montague Center,  
Montague: Bonfire, hosted 
by Montague Center Fire 
Association. 6 p.m. Free. 

Energy Park, Greenfield: Dust 
Devils, 133 Skeele, Brookside 
Project. 6 p.m. Free.

Brewster Court, Northampton: 
The Greys. 6 p.m. Free.

Allen Tree Farm, Westfield: 
Norma Dream, Ben Hersey, 

Catsy, Nat Baldwin, Eli 
Liguz, Stella Silbert, Care, 
Mia Friedman, Saleem, Rare 
Geese, Lauri McNamara, Will 
Amend, Cale Israel, James 
Street, Connect 4. 6 p.m. Free.

Peskeompskut Park, Turners 
Falls: Kenny Butler, Irish music, 
followed by movie, Song of 
the Sea (2014). 7:15 p.m. Free.

Marigold, Brattleboro: 
Signature Dish, Safety  
Coffin. 7:30 p.m. Free.

Tanglewood, Lenox:  
James Taylor. 8 p.m. $$.

Mahaiwe Performing Arts 
Center, Great Barrington:  
Pure Prairie League. 8 p.m. $$.

FRIDAY, JULY 4

Charlemont Federated 
Church, Charlemont:  
John Clark, horn, Avery 
Sharpe, bass, Jerry Noble, 
piano. Presented by Mohawk 
Trail Concerts. 5 p.m. Free.

Firehouse, Worcester: 
Necralant, Warcastle, 
Baazlvaat, Mordhau,  
Skum, Glorious Descent.  
No flags permitted. 6 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners  
Falls: Drew Paton.  
6:30 p.m. No cover.

Floodwater Brewing 
Company, Shelburne  
Falls: Periscope Jazz.  
7 p.m. No cover.

Deja Brew, Wendell:  
Wildcat O’Halloran Band.  
8 p.m. No cover.

Tanglewood, Lenox:  
James Taylor. 8 p.m. $$.

SATURDAY, JULY 5

Roundabout Books, 
Greenfield: Book release 
party, Astrid Sheckels’s Sea  
Dog Rescue. 2 p.m. Free.

CitySpace, Easthampton: 
CitySpace Bluegrass,  
open jam. 4 p.m. Free.

Mystery Train Records, 
Amherst: Joseph Allred, 
Liam Grant, Matt Robidoux, 
Domestic Drafts. 6 p.m. $.

Element Brewing, Millers  
Falls: David Brule & His Irish 
Band. 6:30 p.m. No cover.

North Amherst Library, 
Amherst: Radical Joy, The 
Xbox Generations, California 
Cousins. 6:30 p.m. $. 

Iron Horse, Northampton: 
Kasey Chambers. 7 p.m. $$. 

Hutghi’s, Westfield: Jeanines 
record release, with Nanny, 
Time Thief. 8 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rocco Desgres, Teen  
Driver, Nilsa No One.  
9:30 p.m. No cover.

SUNDAY, JULY 6

Incandescent Brewing, 
Bernardston: PJ Pacifico.  
2 p.m. Free. 

Lady Killigrew Cafe,  
Montague Center: Lexi Weege 
& JJ Slater. 4 p.m. Free.

Peskeompskut Park,  
Turners Falls: rice: An 
American Band. 7 p.m. Free.

MONDAY, JULY 7

Peskeompskut Park,  
Turners Falls: Montague 
Community Band. 7 p.m. Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Open Mic with Jim McRae. 
8:30 p.m. No cover.

TUESDAY, JULY 8

Leverett Library, Leverett: 
Music on the Patio, Orlen, 
Gabriel & Avery. 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Op, Easthampton: Akai 
Solo, Fatboi Sharif. 7 p.m. $.

Tanglewood, Lenox: 
Barenaked Ladies, Sugar  
Ray, Fastball. 7 p.m. $.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9

Wendell Free Library,  
Wendell: Stone Circle  
Free Concert, Ants on a  
Log, The Grumpytime  
Club Band. 6:30 p.m. Free.

Porter-Phelps-Huntington 
Museum, Hadley: ReBelle. 
6:30 p.m. $

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Troy Ramey. 7:30 p.m. $. 

Rendezvous, Turners  
Falls: Falltown String  
Band. 8 p.m. No cover.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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gets a challenging new psycho-
pathic client and the dating-agency 
boss announces she’s moving on, 
leaving Lexie in a head-to-head 
competition for the top job. It’s 
compulsive reading because Cory-
ell’s focus never strays from Lex-
ie’s story, nor does her iron grip 
falter on a plot that corkscrews its 
way to a startling finale. 

Similarly, in  
Clever Little 
Thing (Viking, 
2025) author Hel-
ena Echlin keeps 
the plot reins taut 
as first-person 
narrator Charlotte 
spirals into disas-
ter. Her attention 
is beamed on her 
e i g h t - y e a r - o l d 
daughter Stella, a 
super-picky eater 
who hates noise, 
doesn’t connect 
with others, reads precociously, 
and frequently freaks out. 

Clearly, Charlotte needs help, 
but woe betide anyone who offers 

parenting advice. Her problems 
worsen when her babysitter Blan-
ka dies, and Blanka’s mother Irina 
comes to help. According to Char-
lotte, Irina has terrible effects on 
Stella’s personality. 

Charlotte’s relationship with 
Stella has the intensity typical of 
the psychological thriller, while 
the novel’s portrayal of mothering 
styles is the stuff of realist fiction. 

Irina and Char-
lotte have different 
theories of moth-
ering, and so do 
Charlotte’s friends: 
chic Emmy aims 
for pretty-pretty 
perfection, while 
Cherie, who has an 
autistic son, chal-
lenges Charlotte’s 
core belief that a 
mother innately 
understands her 
child’s needs. 

In a psychologi-
cal thriller Charlotte would be the 
heroine who, despite scorn, cor-
rectly spots what ails her daughter. 
In realist fiction, she is a stay-at-

home mother losing touch with 
reality as she weathers a difficult 
pregnancy. This fruitful combina-
tion of genres and Echlin’s sharp 
social observation 
makes Clever Little 
Thing a page-turner. 

The Listeners by 
Maggie Stiefvater 
(Viking, 2025) is set 
in Avallon, a spa ho-
tel in West Virginia. 
In 1942 the State De-
partment requisitions 
it to accommodate 
German, Italian, and 
Japanese diplomats 
no longer welcome 
because America 
had just entered the Second World 
War. The enemy diplomats must 
be well-treated to ensure the safety 
of American diplomats stranded in 
Axis countries until an exchange is 
negotiated. 

No one is better able to do this 
than Avallon’s manager, June Hud-
son. And no one is more able to 
handle the mineral springs on which 
the hotel’s fame is founded. Called 
sweetwater despite tasting like “a 

READS from page B1

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – Sometimes you can have a “uni-
verse” concept in TV shows, which means you can 
have crossovers between different shows due to them 
taking place in the same universe. This can happen in 
the Star Trek universe, and it has been done in Star 
Trek: The Next Generation, Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine, Star Trek: Voyager, and the latest show, Star 
Trek: Strange New Worlds. 

Sometimes it goes quite smoothly, and the cross-
overs fit pretty well into the different shows. 

Strange New Worlds is a prequel that features An-
son Mount as Christopher Pike, the captain of the USS 
Enterprise before James T. Kirk. They slowly set up 
things to develop the Enterprise we know and love, 
with the characters we are familiar with from the orig-
inal Star Trek series. 

Uhura is already on the ship, but Kirk, played by Paul 
Wesley, is introduced in the Season 1 finale. In Season 2 
they also did a “road not taken” storyline that was like 
the first time he showed up. Later that season they offi-
cially began putting some characters from Kirk’s Enter-
prise together by having Kirk and Uhura team up. At the 
end of that episode, Kirk is introduced to Spock, and in 
the season finale Scotty, the man who would come to be 
Enterprise’s chief engineer, also comes into the picture. 

So the pieces are slowly coming together. I have 
seen a preview that shows Scotty will still be a part 
of the show, and teams up with Kirk as well, when it 
comes back for Season 3.

The character Q from The Next Generation is a 
being who can do almost anything, which is why it 
works well when he showed up on Deep Space Nine 
and Voyager. The first storyline Voyager did with Q 
has Jonathan Frakes on the show as Riker from Next 
Generation, and his appearance helps sell the story. 

Two other characters from The Next Generation 
officially became part of Deep Space Nine, and both 
were very good fits with the show. The first was Miles 
O’Brien, who helps give closure to the storyline left 
hanging in Next Generation about Q traveling with 
someone. 

Lieutenant Worf ended up being another good 
part of Deep Space Nine when he joined the show 
in Season 4. Things began to happen with the Klin-
gons around Season 4, so who better to bring on to 
help with them than Worf? It made his move onto the 
show go very smoothly. 

I would say some of the crossovers in this universe 
have worked better than others, but I particularly like 
what goes on in Strange New Worlds. 
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split lip and a mouthful of dust,” 
they periodically “turn” evil. June 
can magically turn them back. 

Readers of Stiefvater’s young-
adult fantasy fic-
tions – the Raven 
Trilogy, for exam-
ple – will not be sur-
prised to find magic 
in her first adult 
novel. But magic 
rather distracts from 
this realistic story 
based on historic 
events: the State 
Department really 
did accommodate 
enemy diplomats 
in luxury hotels. In 

particular, magic water takes the 
spotlight off the story of Hannelore, 
the neurodivergent daughter of a 
Hitler disciple. 

Nonetheless the entwined tales 
of June’s work at the hotel, her in-
volvement with the Gilfoyle fami-
ly that owns it, and her response to 
the real-life machinations of the US 
government make fas-
cinating reading. 

Another wartime 
novel, The Voyage 
Home (Doubleday, 
2024) by English 
novelist Pat Bark-
er, explores the ar-
rogance, treachery, 
and cruelty of the 
Trojan war – and by 
implication all wars 
– a topic that Bark-
er has previously 
explored in her prize-winning  
Regeneration.

In this new novel Ritsa is a slave 
who is maid to Cassandra, daugh-
ter of Priam, the defeated king of 
Troy. Cassandra is also enslaved, 

having been given as a trophy to 
the Greek king Agamemnon after 
he laid Troy waste in revenge for 
Priam’s abduction of his sister-in-
law Helen. The many dark threads 
twisted into this story of tangled 
relationships multiply the number 
of reasons for people to seek re-
venge for injuries old and new. 

Ritsa is an alert witness and a 
wise commentator. She has no il-
lusions about the brutish Agamem-
non. She feels for his wife Clytem-
nestra, who is preparing to kill 
him in revenge for sacrificing their 
daughter. But how can she achieve 
this given Agamemnon’s strength? 

Ritsa also sympathizes with 
Cassandra – once a princess, now  
a slave, who, like Clytemnestra 
and Ritsa, is merely a pawn in a 
men’s game.

Readers familiar with the fam-
ily epics of ancient Greek litera-
ture will admire this contemporary 
feminist retelling, but those whose 
memories of it are hazy or non-ex-
istent will not be lost in this book. 

One of Barker’s nu-
merous literary skills 
is tactfully keeping 
the reader in the pic-
ture. Another is her 
keen sense of histo-
ry. As always she has 
a firm hand on the 
narrative trajectory, 
and an unforgiving 
eye on the personal 
and political machi-
nations that catch us 
in their workings.

As Barker shows, all eras have 
stories that can make summer spe-
cial. Whether you prefer something 
old or something new, 
there’s plenty of some-
things for everyone.
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