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Six-Town
School Plan
May Go to
Vote in Fall

By MIKE JACKSON

FRANKLIN COUNTY —When
Gill, Northfield, Warwick, and
Montague hold their annual town
meetings over the next week, voters
will hear short presentations from
the Six-Town Regional Planning
Board (STRPB) about a tentative
agreement to form a new school
district, pre-kindergarten through
grade 12. In the coming weeks two
other towns currently in the Pioneer
Valley district, Bernardston and
Leyden, will hear the same pitch.

From 2020 to 2023 the STRPB
studied the feasibility of a larger
district, with technical help from
consulting firms that specialize in
regionalization. “The findings of
the research were clear,” the board
plans to announce. “The benefits
gained throughout all programs and
services by combining the middle
and high school enrollments would
be significant ...”

Both the Gill-Montague and Pi-
oneer Valley regional districts have
been struggling for years with a vi-
cious cycle: declining enrollments
have led to reduced funding, and
thus reduced staffing and educational
and extracurricular offerings. Advo-
cates of “super-regionalization” see
it as a way to break this dynamic.

see SIX-TOWN page A5

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Strathmore
Demolition

Ambitions
Shrinking?

By JEFF SINGLETON

“It’s change order night, Chris,”
said Montague selectboard chair
Rich Kuklewicz to assistant town
administrator Chris Nolan-Zeller
during Monday night’s board meet-
ing. “Three in a row.”

“It is, yup, three in a row,” No-
lan-Zeller replied. “My apologies.”

The assistant administrator,
whose job description focuses heav-
ily on infrastructure, did not have to
be so apologetic. The first two items
he brought before the board were
technically “contract amendments,”
which fundamentally alter the goals
of a contract, while a change order
generally adds work to a contract
due to unforeseen problems.

The most dramatic was an
amendment to a design contract with
the engineering firm Tighe & Bond,
which has been attempting to figure
out how to demolish the town-owned
Strathmore paper mill complex
while keeping a small, independent-
ly owned hydroelectric plant in the
middle of the complex stable.

The firm’s original designs en-
visioned either reinforcing the
walls of Building 9, as it is called,
or building a new structure for the
company, Turners Falls Hydro. But
in February the company warned

see MONTAGUE page A7

Boutwell, Voudren Appeal to Masses

By MIKE JACKSON

MONTAGUE - With a local election coming up
on Tuesday, May 20, candidates for townwide office
gathered Sunday afternoon at the town hall to introduce
themselves to the voters. The forum was broadcast and
recorded by Montague Community Television (MCTV)
and hosted by the cable station and Montague Reporter,

The only competitive race on the ballot this year is
for the selectboard, and most of Sunday’s forum was

with help from the Montague public libraries.

A NEW OAK

dedicated to Chris Boutwell and Ed Voudren, two can-
didates for one seat, sharing their perspectives with the
small live audience as well as the TV cameras. The
discussion was facilitated by this reporter, and is now
available to stream on demand on MCTV’s Vimeo page.

Boutwell is a five-term incumbent, having first been

see APPEAL page A2
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Last Friday, in honor of Arbor Day, the Montague tree advisory committee planted trees in four of the town’s villages;
a fifth was planted on Saturday. This scarlet oak was planted on L Street Friday afternoon in memory of Gabe Rice.
Gabe’s grandmother, Jean Hebden, remembered him: “He was sensitive, and he had a huge heart, and he gave the best hugs.”

Permits to Freely Assemble Not Sought

By JEFF SINGLETON

TURNERS FALLS —When does
a group of citizens require a permit
to organize an event or protest?

The issue came up at Monday’s
Montague selectboard meeting
when a resident who had not ap-
plied for a permit came before the
board to announce a May 1 rally and
march in downtown Turners Falls.

This prompted comments by

police chief Chris Williams that he
had received “numerous phone calls
from upset citizens” complaining
about a loud, non-permitted rally
in Montague Center a week earlier
protesting the Trump administra-
tion’s anti-democratic policies.

The discussion began when Jo-
anna Rueter, who lives on Oakman
Street, announced a “celebration
of labor and democracy” that is
planned for downtown Turners Falls

this Thursday, May 1 at 5 p.m. Ru-
eter said the event, which will start
at Pesksompskut Park and proceed
up the northwest side of Avenue A
to the picnic tables at Second Street
across from the Country Creemee,
is intended as a “recognition of the
history of labor here in Turners
Falls and the surrounding villages.”

The organizers had not request-
ed a permit for the use of public

see PERMITS page A5

South Street Bridge Nearly Perfect

By WILL QUALE

MONTAGUE CENTER - Once the South Street
bridge received its first layer of asphalt on April 24, vil-
lagers began wondering whether the bridge — closed for
construction since July 22, 2024 — might be about to open.

But to those eager to cross: Slow down, you move

too fast...

“For the South Street bridge project in Montague,
looks like we should be done with paving operations
by the end of next week, possibly the week after pend-
ing any weather delays,” state Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) construction engineer Nicholas
Corey wrote in an April 30 email to the town. “There
will be some seeding and planting operations still to

come along with clean up, so we will be hoping to

Illustration: Cleaner-Outers..........c.cceveveeve.
Three Letters to the Editors..........c.coevveue...
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The new bridge’s cornerstone bears the date of its completion,
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Feds Pull
Plug On

AmeriCorps
Youth Work

By LILIAN AUTLER
and MIKE JACKSON

FRANKLIN COUNTY - Fund-
ing that pays for dozens of youth
service workers in our region
through the AmeriCorps program
was cut abruptly this week, leav-
ing local agencies “devastated” and
scrambling in the latest local impact
of the ongoing federal government
dismantling by the Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE).

Roughly  $750,000 annually
comes from the federal program to
DIAL/SELF Youth and Community
Services, a Greenfield-based non-
profit that serves youth in Franklin,
Hampshire, and Hampden counties
and the North Quabbin, and which
uses the funds to place 27 Ameri-
Corps members at schools and or-
ganizations throughout the region.

On Sunday morning, DIAL/SELF
executive director Phillip Ringwood
said, he received word that 17 of
Massachusetts’s 31 AmeriCorps pro-
grams were cut entirely, including

see AMERICORPS page A4

High Bids
On Bridge
Cause Towns
To Squirm

By KATIE NOLAN

On Monday night, the Erving se-
lectboard reviewed an April 22 email
from Wendell project manager Phil
Delorey about Erving and Wendell’s
joint Farley Bridge repair project.

“The Bids came in for the Bridge
Deck Redecking, and it is disturbing
information,” Delorey wrote. “Only
two bids were received, for $359,560
and $392,222, while our estimate
from Gill Engineers was $128,600.
Our Grant award is for $156,000.”

Highway superintendent Glenn
McCrory said of the bridge, “It
doesn’t serve Erving residents, ex-
cept to get to Wendell.”

“Everybody’s costs have gone
up,” selectboard member James
Loynd commented. He suggested the
most fiscally prudent action might be
to close the bridge.

McCrory answered that in speak-
ing with Erving residents, he heard
support for keeping the bridge
open. He suggested contacting the
state Department of Transportation
(MassDQOT) to see if an additional
grant was available. Delorey’s email
also recommended contacting Frank-
lin Regional Council of Govern-
ments and Rural Development, Inc.

see SOUTH STREET page A6 though our investigation indicates it is not yet complete. see ERVING page A6
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APPEAL from page Al
elected in a three-way race in 2010,
and Voudren sat on the board from
1997 to 2004. They each gave
short opening statements, then
took turns talking on a series of
topics prompted by the facilitator.
Voudren was raised in Gill and
has lived in Montague for 40 years,
and spent much of his career with
the Montague police and Franklin
County sheriff’s department. M & M Removal Service is proud of their youngest worker, Dylan Nelson. At four and a half
‘_‘That was als_o during the LR _years old, he is eager to do cleanouts with his grandmother Mary Williams and aunt Kimberly Gleason.
CO_tICS wars, and |t_was very bad in M & M is based in Montagne and Greenfield and offers cleanont services all over Franklin County,
this tO_Wh, . he said. A_‘nd SriE R with a special emphasis on recycling or donating what they remove. Find out more at mmremoval.com.
body in this town, residents and Chris Boutwell . J

law enforcement, cured it. Now
it’s coming back, and | know why,
but I’ll explain it some other time.”

Voudren said he is concerned
federal government cuts will
cause local damage, and is run-
ning because he wants to offer a
fresh perspective.

Boutwell, also a longtime res-
ident, said he has served on town
meeting for 30 years and previ-

MCTV IMAGES

Ed Voudren

ously sat on the board of health for
“24.9 years.”

“I’ve kind of been through it
just about anything that comes
down the pike in town,” he said.
“l have no agenda, I’m not after
anybody or anything, | just deal
with everyday problems. And
trust me, we have them!”

The candidates each went on to
comment on Montague’s aging in-
dustrial buildings, public schools,
natural resources, policing, public
libraries, and municipal airport; on
job and housing creation; on differ-
ences between the town’s villages
and the town’s overall character;
on supports for senior citizens, and
on the role of the selectboard.

We encourage our readers in
Montague to watch — a direct
link is www.tinyurl.com/EDvsCB
— and reflect, and send letters to
editor@montaguereporter.org  to
discuss the race in our
May 8 and 15 editions!

\.

CORRECTIONS

Our April 24 profile of Montague Center fire chief Dave Hansen
(Montague Center Fire Chief retiring, Page B1) contained a couple
errors. On the topic of brush fires, we wrote this: “Montague has some
experienced folks, including Rick Solon, the head fire warden with the
state Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), who serves
as Montague’s town forest warden and the inspector at MCFD.”

First and foremost, that’s Rick Sawin — many apologies! But secondly,

Sawin is not a fire warden at DCR. Our reporter was referring to fellow

Montague Center resident David Celino, the chief fire warden at DCR,
but his was not included in the filed article and a confused editor
completely reordered the sentence to more clearly, but incorrectly,

assign all three positions to Sawin. Sawin does serve as forest warden
for the town of Montague and fire inspector and investigator — as
well as assistant chief — for the Montague Center fire department.

For this mixup we apologize to Sawin, to Celino, to our readers,
and to reporter Donna Petersen, whose sentence we misunderstood
and butchered. Thanks go to Ann Fisk for setting us straight.

Ann also pointed out a third error: we bungled the email addresses
to RSVP to for Chief Hansen’s June 7 retirement party. The correct
addresses are ssawin41l@gmail.com and jklaus62yahoo.com.

Though it is not always possible to get everything right on the first
attempt, the Montague Reporter is pursuing excellence in the frequency
of our corrections, and we thank you for accompanying us on this path.

J

Letters to

the Editors

Battery Foes to Bring
Siting Fight to Paper City

Wendell’s No Assault and Batteries (NAB) invites
neighbors in the Montague Reporter towns to join
us at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, May 5 at Holyoke Heri-
tage Park for an outdoor rally preceding the statewide
Stakeholder Site Suitability hearing to be held in the
park building at 5:30 p.m.

We are calling on state officials to protect our com-
munities by:

« Siting solar and battery storage facilities on already
disturbed lands;

* Preserving the right of towns to protect the safety
of their citizens and ecosystems; and

« Restricting battery storage systems (BESS), which
are prone to runaway thermal fires, to suitable sites
away from vulnerable neighborhoods and lands.

Western Massachusetts is home to rich forests, farm-
lands, wetlands, and wildlife habitat that are often for-
gotten in the halls of government. It is up to us to pro-
tect the voiceless citizens of our Commonwealth who
protect us in turn from advancing climate change.

Our voices must be heard as state agencies be-
gin drafting energy siting guidelines that will affect

Thanks for Forum;
People Should Vote

our environment for years to come. Finding ways to
achieve the Commonwealth’s climate targets while
protecting our natural environment is a goal we be-
lieve everyone can support.

NAB has submitted a list of 50 Siting Suitability
Standards for Clean Energy Installations, and regis-
tered to present these standards orally in person at the
Stakeholder hearing on May 5. Others may also reg-
ister to testify.

Full information on the sessions may be seen at
www.mass.gov/info-details/2024-climate-act-stake-
holder-sessions.

Come join us on May 5 — bring your posters, ban-
ners, and voices!

Holyoke Heritage Park, Appleton Street in Holy-
oke. Please contact us at nabunited@crocker.com if
you would like to carpool.

NAB Coordinating Committee:

Court Dorsey, Laurel Facey, Nina Keller,

Al Norman, Christopher Queen, Bill Stubblefield
Wendell and Greenfield

Absurdity

I really like the idea of the “Turn-
ers Falls and Vicinity” column. |

Published weekly on Thursdays.
Every other week in July and August.
No paper the fourth week of November,
or the final week of December.

PHONE: (413) 863-8666
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Advertising and copy deadline is
MONDAY at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but will
print without charge that part of
the advertisement in which an error
occurred. The publishers reserve the
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Thanks to the Montague Re-
porter for co-hosting a candidates'
forum on Sunday. It was a great
opportunity to meet the people who
are running for town offices in the
upcoming election. And | appreciat-
ed the opportunity to hear responses
to questions from both candidates
vying for the Selectboard seat.

Forums like these give us resi-
dents a chance to get to know the

people who will represent us in town
government, whether it’s a commit-
tee, board, or commission. For those
who didn’t see the forum in person
or on Channel 9, they can view it on
MCTV at vimeo.com/1079200432.

Please get out and vote on May
20!

Judith Lorei
Montague Center

! Sign Me Up!

6 months (23 issues) for our walking routes
4%, months (18 issues) for our driving routes
3 months (12 issues) for mailed subscriptions

' $20
I

I The Montague Weporter

0 177 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376

[ Name:

would be happy to contribute. It
seems like you could really get ab-
surd with it.

I’d recommend people could re-
port on silly quotes they hear from
random people within the vicinity
of the Montague Reporter office;
that’s what | would want to read.

Bella Levavi
Greenfield

| Address:

i Town:
Email (optional):

State: ___ Zip:
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It is a very busy time of year. This week the
editor’s inbox got itself into such a state that by
Wednesday night several of our correspondents
thought to send follow-up messages asking po-
litely if we had seen their Monday requests for
free publicity.

If someone could add an eighth day into the
week we will gladly move their project to the
top of our list of interests.

The Turners Falls Water Department is
mailing its semi-annual water bills this Thurs-
day, May 1. Payment is due by June 1 to avoid
a $20 late fee.

Payments can be made in person at 226 Mill-
ers Falls Road, by mail to the same address, or
online at www.turnersfallswater.com.

ROB MACHADO PHOTO

Carrier Rob Machado reports from the road:

“Today, | decided to try letting Sadie help me
deliver your newspapers. She is a trained ser-
vice dog for an arthritis sufferer — for someone
else — only she stayed too small, which is how
I got her. As luck would have it, her training is
helpful to me, too.

“She is pictured here doing a good ‘Pick it up,
to my hand’ of a newspaper, then having a re-
freshing drink of water, during a pit stop between
customers. She was perfect, and is very proud of
herself for doing ‘Good Newspapers’! She was
well-received at one of your customers’” homes.

“The only issue is that she had no use for
the modest cash stipend carriers receive, and
thinks cookie treats would be a more appropri-
ate method of payment.”

Center for New Americans announced Tues-
day that their annual fundraiser and showcase
at the Shea Theater, Immigrant Voices, which
was scheduled for this Sunday, has been “post-
poned.” We hope people will find other ways to
support their work this spring. It’s a tough time.

A house fire Tuesday night on Leverett’s
Teawaddle Hill Road displaced two residents,
though everyone escaped safely. Their neighbor,
Pat Duffy, asked us to share this online fundrais-
er with our readers: gofund.me/67df3cae .

“They are generous, kind-hearted people —
always giving to our community,” Pat’s appeal
reads. “Now it’s our turn to give back. Please
contribute what you can to help Virginia and
Mark get through this devastating time. Every
dollar makes a difference, and all funds will go
directly to them.”

On a side note, Pat mentioned to us: “Those
folks are my neighbors and were involved in
getting the waterline to our neighborhood. Iron-
ically, the resulting fire hydrants helped provide
enough water to put out the fire (rather than the
trucks having to go fill up somewhere).”

Staying on the topic of habitat, someone
asked us for an update on the stalled Habitat
for Humanity project on First Street in Turn-
ers, so we gave the town admin a ring.

Walter told us the town has a cost estimate on
hand for cleanup of the lot’s subsurface toxins —
$126,000 to $313,000 — and is “actively talking
with” two different state agencies that might
fund the work. We’ll keep you posted.

We heard about it after the last edition went
to the printer, and next week will be too late, so
we promised to squeeze in a notice that the New
England Learning Center for Women in Transi-
tion NELCWIT) is holding its annual fundraiser
next Thursday, May 8 at Terrazza, the restaurant
at the Greenfield Country Club.

The event, titled The Power to Persevere!,
will feature a buffet dinner, a cash bar, music
by Two for Jazz, a keynote speech by the Rev.
Dr. Andrea Ayvazian, and a great opportunity
to learn about and support the work of the or-
ganization, which provides sexual and domestic
violence crisis services to people of all genders,
orientations, abilities, and immigration status.

Tickets are sliding scale, and are available at
www.givebutter.com/P2P2025. The event runs
from5to 7 p.m.

Blind item: “Bring bread to share, roses to
wear, rose petals to toss in the air,” reads one
announcement for the local May Day march.
“Bring protest signs, noisemakers, musical in-
struments and your friends and family. Solidarity
forever! The union makes us strong!”

The resulting condemnation was fierce. “En-
couraging people to bring roses and strew rose
petals is environmentally irresponsible,” some-
one warned on a neighboring town’s listserv.

We’ll get there somehow.

The talk this week about what to name the
hypothetical six-town school district (see arti-
cle, Page A1) reminded us of our old obsession,
the naming of the “Pioneer Valley” itself by the

UPDATES

(Title still temporary.
Haven’t found
something better yet.)

nascent Western Massachusetts Visitors” Asso-
ciation in February 1939.

After the Association’s contest in local news-
papers produced as its winner “King Philip’s
Realm,” the business interests behind the group
balked, pointing publicly to the fact that Meta-
comet “actually spent only two years of his life
here,” according to the Recorder-Gazette.

Three weeks of “protracted balloting” among
the business leaders of the three counties spat
out the current name, which became so success-
ful that less than two decades later the regional
school in Northfield adopted it.

Now the tables have turned, and planners are
grasping for a historically authentic place-name
for this neck of the woods, or for the river. If
Philip had won, we might remember what it was.

If you are into patting sheep but don’t have
sheep of your own to pat, this weekend is a big
weekend. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday and
Sunday, the Flynt Center of Early New England
Life at Historic Deerfield is hosting its annual
Heritage Breed Sheep Weekend.

Admission is free if you’re a baby through
12 years old, $5 for 13-to-17-year-olds (why?),
and $20 for adults. There’ll be sheep-meeting,
sheep-greeting, sheep-shearing, sheep-herding,
sheep-inspired crafts, yarn-dyeing, yarn-weaving,
and food. And even music: dulcimer dominator
Tim Van Egmond rips it at noon Saturday, and es-
tablished children’s yodeler Roger Tincknell got
the noon slot Sunday. But mostly sheep.

The deadline for the implementation of the
Real ID, originally called for by an act of Con-
gress in 2005, has been extended countless times,
but it appears to really be next Wednesday, May 7,
2025. Your driver’s license or other state identifi-
cation must be Real ID-compliant if you want to
board domestic flights, or enter military bases or
federal courthouses. In our state, a driver’s license
with a star in the upper right hand corner is a Real
ID, in case you forgot whether you’ve switched.

Inside Medicine and Snopes have published
the Trump administration’s leaked “Health and
Human Services 2026 Discretionary Budget Pass-
back Overview” document, the source of the ru-
mor you may have heard that HHS plans to elim-
inate naloxone (Narcan) programs. See for your-
self at www.tinyurl.com/HHSpassback — they’re
hoping to slash and eliminate broadly, including
not just overdose prevention but all HIV work
at the CDC, grants for at-risk rural hospitals,
and Head Start. The text also calls for “making
all non-citizens, including permanent lawful resi-
dents, ineligible for public benefit programs.”

These proposals are not yet law, but time is
ticking, and if you or someone you love is depen-
dent on any programs for med supplies, stock up.

Send your little bits of news
to editor@montaguereporter.org.

Photo Correspondent Recuperating, In Good Spirits

Anne-Marie Taylor
Proofreading

amtaylorart@vivaldi.net

“Anne-Marie Taylor is the
best proofreader in Montague.
She is thorough, insightful,
and professional. Her rates
are reasonable. | am so happy
| found her. You will be too.”

- David Detmold
Founding editor,
The Montague Reporter

SUPPORT LOCAL
INDEPENDENT
JOURNALISM

SEND ANY UNWANTED
P1ZZA COUPONS TO

THE
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177 AVENUE A,
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

ALSO ACCEPTED
IN PERSON OR
IN MAILBOX

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

OPEN three days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs - 11 to 6
(also by chance or appt.)

By REPORTER STAFF

GREENFIELD - Our long-
time reporter and fotograf, the word
in Polish for photographer, Joe R.
Parzych wrote Friday to let our read-
ers know he is taking a break from
reporting due to ear health issues,
and has been staying at Baystate
Franklin Medical in Greenfield try-
ing to get better and take it easy.

“The doctors and especially the
nurses are very kind and wonder-
ful, working beyond the call of duty
around the clock, helping me and oth-
ers get better,” Joe writes. “I want to
thank all the staff, top to bottom. Do
not take it for granted, because we’re
very fortunate. Staff is short every-
where, all over the world, and we

have to do the best we can — we have
to appreciate the good things in life.”

Joe says his ear pain reminds him
of sound vibrations. “It sort of feels
like engineers using masonry drills,
or the kind of drills that vibrate try-
ing to drill rivets into steel beams
or the concrete and steel decks on
bridges,” he writes, adding that
he cannot wait until he is better to
scout out new construction projects
and local farms with his camera, re-
porting on the scene.

“This is the first time in a long
time that I’ve had this ear health
pain since | was little,” he tells us.
“It doesn’t help that | have saliva
duct pain on top of that. Hopes and
prayers this gets better soon.”

Feel free to correspond with the

PHIOTO COURITESY OF JOE R. PARZYCH

The 18th (or so) Joe Parzych, at the fair.

Montague Reporter to ask how Joe
is doing, or reach him directly at

joerparzych@gmail.com. Get-well
cards can be sent to 14C EIm Ter-
race in Greenfield.

“Like father, like son, 18 gen-
erations of Joes,” he adds. “We are
one of these people who can’t sit
still — we are always active and on
the go, multitasking while working,
and never get bored. By the way, the
food is excellent here at hospital.”

On Tuesday Joe reached back out
to let us know he was going home
to rest, but would still have a nurse
coming in.

“l wanted to let them know that |
am in good hands, and good spirits,”
he says. “I was wondering how the
river is in Turners Falls, while people
are walking, seeing wildlife, etc.” He
again requested a get-well card.

WE DIG
FRANKLIN
COUNTY
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PAPER
Week of May 5
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

" GREATFALLS
FARMERS MARKET

- Every Saturday
: 9am.to1p.m.
- May to October

Peskeompskut Park
Turners Falls

’Round the World: The Butterfly Effect

By CHIP AINSWORTH

NORTHFIELD - Looking
for a 75-mile day trip that will
take you 250 years back in histo-
ry? Drive east on Route 2 to the
Concord rotary and take the third
exit onto Barretts Mill Road to the
North Bridge Visitor Center at 174
Liberty Street, part of Minute Man
National Historical Park.

This is where the fight for inde-
pendence began on April 19, 1775.
You can walk the North Bridge
and be where patriots fell and the
8%-year war began.

The American Revolution we
are celebrating is a long and com-
plicated story. The British Are
Coming by Rick Atkinson helps
to provide a short version of how
it began with the battles at Lexing-
ton and Concord, and what Emer-
son famously wrote was “the shot
heard "round the world.”

If the British hadn’t won the
French and Indian War a decade
earlier, New England today would
be New France, and we’d be drink-
ing espresso and eating tartines.
The Crown wanted the colonies to
foot part of the bill for their over-
seas effort, but then, as now, Amer-
icans hated to pay taxes.

“With no elected delegates in
Parliament,” writes Atkinson, “the
Americans had adopted a phrase
heard in Ireland for decades: no tax-
ation without representation.”

Consequently after sunset on
December 16, 1773, about 50 men
“dressed in the Indian manner” and
calling themselves the Sons of Lib-
erty went aboard three merchant
ships — the Beaver, the Dartmouth,

and the Eleanor — and dumped tons
of tea leaves into Boston Harbor.

At the same time, writes At-
kinson, “Militia companies were
training intensely, some had
formed quick-reaction units called
‘minute men.””

Proclaiming a “dangerous spirit
of resistance” and fearing that losing
the colonies would create a domino
effect, the Crown steadily increased
its fighting force in North America
from 7,000 troops in 1773 to 121,000
at the height of the war to come.

British  soldiers — derisive-
ly called “lobster coats” — were
amongst the best-trained and well-
equipped in the world. Armed with
muskets that could shoot “heavy
lead slugs moving at a thousand feet
per second,” they left Boston after
midnight on April 19 and marched
under a near-full moon with orders
to find and destroy hidden caches of
gunpowder and weapons.

Though they were warned in
advance by riders Paul Revere and
William Dawes, the Lexington mi-
litia that assembled on the town
green — merely a cow pasture at the
time — was no match for the red-
coats. Eight were killed, and nine
others were wounded.

“Lexington had not been a bat-
tle, or even a skirmish, but an exe-
cution,” writes Atkinson.

After the Brits reached Concord
they started a bonfire, and the pa-
triots gathered at Punkatasset Hill
assumed they were burning down
the town. Many had fought in the
French and Indian War and weren’t
afraid to confront the Brits.

The British retreated back
across the river and started shoot-

AINSWORTTH PHOTO

April 1775 saw the explosion of simmering resentments into open political violence.

ing. “Fire, for God’s sake fire!”
Major John Buttrick command-
ed his militia. Soldiers from both
sides were killed near the bridge,
but the British would face a gaunt-
let of bullets and bayonets as they
made their back to Boston.

Seventy-three Brits were killed
and 174 were wounded, and 88
Americans were either killed or
wounded.

In Arlington, writes Atkinson,
“The day’s bloodiest fighting erupted
street to street, house to house, room
to room. Here twenty-five Ameri-
cans and 40 British would die.”

In the bloody day’s aftermath
Atkinson quotes a Roxbury phy-
sician who simply said: “Well, the
nail is driven.”

During my visit | hiked part of
the 4.6-mile Battle Road Trail that
follows the British soldiers’ retreat.
Commemorative  red-white-and-
blue bunting was draped from roofs
and picket fences, and a British flag

was planted next to a granite mark-
er: Near this site was buried a Brit-
ish soldier of the 4th. The King’s
own Regiment of Foot. Fatally
wounded at North Bridge.

Tourists wore tricorner hats and
dressed in patriotic colors. Chatter-
ing schoolkids stood on the 110-
foot long North Bridge and peered
into the dark water, watching
leaves and twigs be carried along
by the water’s swift current. The
original bridge washed away, as
have several others.

Concord’s colonial homes re-
minded me of Main Street in Old
Deerfield, and I started to talk about
the Deerfield Massacre of 1704.
“Where I’'m from in Deerfield,” 1
said, but was quickly interrupted.

“Deerfield!” exclaimed a father
who was with his wife and two
young children. “Magic Wings!”

Chip Ainsworth writes sports for the
Recorder, and news and opinion for
the Reporter. He lives in Northfield.

AMERICORPS from page A1

the two administered by his organization: the
DSAP Positive Youth Development Corps and
the DSAP Restorative Relationships Corps.

“We want to make sure that people are
aware that this is happening, and reaching out
to our representatives in Congress,” said Ring-
wood. “Spreading the word is important.”

The cuts are effective immediately, just six
weeks before the end of the current members’
service term in June. According to the New
York Times the Massachusetts Service Alliance
(MSA), which administers AmeriCorps con-
tracts in the state, learned of the cuts last Fri-
day and began informing organizations that the
members, “who receive a minimal stipend and
sometimes housing and money for food, could
not be paid for the remainder of their service.”

“President Trump has the legal right to re-
store accountability to the entire Executive
Branch,” White House spokesperson Anna
Kelly told reporters this week. The billion-dol-
lar program, she stated, “has failed eight con-
secutive audits and identified over $45 million
in improper payments in 2024 alone.”

Local organizations impacted by the cuts
include the Brick House Community Resource
Center, Musica Franklin, Greenfield High
School, North Star Self-Directed Learning for
Teens, Frontier Regional High School, Pio-
neer Valley Performing Arts School, the Per-
formance Project, Enlace de Familias, and the
Community Music School of Springfield.

AmeriCorps members placed at Greenfield
High School support students in the *reset
room” to help them understand their needs
and develop social emotional skills, according
to Ringwood. During lunch, they provide op-
portunities for alternative engagement such as
library time and games.

At the Brick House in downtown Turners
Falls, members lead programming for teens
at an after-school drop-in center and organize
open mics, movie nights, art projects, health

education workshops, and other recreation-
al activities. (Disclosure: Mike Jackson, who
contributed writing to this article, volunteers
on the Brick House's finance subcommittee.)

“We are heartbroken at this news,” the
agency announced Tuesday in a written state-
ment. “AmeriCorps members are an essential
component of our Teen Center, and we are
proud to have three AmeriCorps alumni on
staff. The DIAL/Self AmeriCorps program is
a wonderful asset in our community — this is a
devastating loss.”

Youth program director Hannah Bertrand
told the Reporter the two AmeriCorps mem-
bers who serve at the agency’s Teen Center are
“essential.”

“AmeriCorps members here function as
youth staff,” Bertrand said. “They bring kids
to the park, build relationships with the youth.
It’s an opportunity for these kids to meet adults
who can be supportive — a lot of our kids don’t
necessarily have phenomenal relationships
with the adults in their lives.”

At the same time, Bertrand says, she has
seen the program have a positive impact on the
service members themselves.

“Youth work is not easy,” she said. “We
see so much growth in the AmeriCorps vol-
unteers.... For us the program has been bigger
than just the ten-month volunteer stint; three
of our staff are former members. We are part
of a larger network of these folks. It’s a huge
community-building loss.”

America’s Service Commissions (ASC), an
advocacy network for national service program
staff, responded with a statement on behalf of
the “almost 30,000 AmeriCorps State and Na-
tional and AmeriCorps VISTA members that
are being forced to exit their programs prema-
turely.” “These members will be left sudden-
ly without a living stipend and other benefits,
such as healthcare, due to the termination of
their program,” the statement read. “Many
members will be facing housing, food, health,

and other financial emergencies as a result of
losing their living stipends, which are likely
their only source of income.”

Impacted organizations in Massachusetts
are working together with the goal of allow-
ing current members to successfully complete
the final weeks of their terms. The host orga-
nizations typically contribute matching funds
toward the program.

Ken Danford, executive director of the Sun-
derland-based school alternative North Star
Self-Directed Learning for Teens, wrote: “I
know that the combination of North Star, our
local DIAL/SELF AmeriCorps program, and
our Massachusetts Service Alliance will rally
to make things whole for the current Service
Members. We will be asking them to continue
to serve on site as they would until further no-
tice. We hope to have more information soon.”

“The people in DOGE who have canceled
a Congressionally created program are not
publicly elected officials,” Danford, who has
hosted AmeriCorps members at North Star
for ten years and whose own son volunteered
under the program, wrote in a Facebook post.
“Who in their right mind cancels a year-long
Can-
celing six weeks of AmeriCorps will not save
real money. It simply shows the Service Mem-
bers that they are not valued. It tells the youth,
senior citizens, and organizations that receive
their service that they are not valued. It tells
everyone that contracts with the United States
government are not valid.”

Brick House executive director Tom Taaffe
told the Reporter on Tuesday that his agency is
“trying to figure out how to deal with” the cuts.

“These are two adults that we really need
in order to support our young people,” Taaffe
said. “The members adapt to the needs of the
kids, take time to listen to their challenges,
mentor them, mediate arguments. They play
basketball and do gaming with the kids. This
year we have an AmeriCorps member with

music production skills, who has been working
with kids in the music studio.... We were hop-
ing to grow that program, but now the money
is gone.”

Taaffe added that the cuts were “also a dev-
astating blow for people transitioning from
school to work and transitioning back into the
workforce.”

“It’s a great program,” he said. “If anything,
AmeriCorps members should be paid more for
their work.”

On Tuesday, 23 states including Massachu-
setts filed a federal lawsuit arguing that the
Trump administration’s sudden 85% cut to
AmeriCorps, whose various programs place
over 200,000 volunteers and stipended service
workers annually, was made without Constitu-
tional authority.

“AmeriCorps is the epitome of service and
civic engagement, offering more than 1,100
Massachusetts residents meaningful opportu-
nities to serve in various fields including pub-
lic health, education, disaster relief and more,”
said Massachusetts attorney general Andrea
Campbell. “I am proud to join my colleagues
in pushing back on the Trump Administra-
tion’s unlawful efforts to dismantle this service
program.”

Danford wrote this week that North Star
“hopes that the lawsuit will lead to an injunc-
tion and reinstatement of the contracts.” “In
the meantime,” he said, “we’ve also been in
touch with state lawmakers and the Massachu-
setts Service Alliance around creating a contin-
gency in-state service corps option.”

“l would say to the community that now is
the time to get involved locally,” Bertrand, the
Brick House youth programs director, said of
the cuts. “We are okay budget-wise, but there
will be increasing challenges, and volunteer-
ism and community care will be very import-
ant. If you have a skill, want to vol-
unteer at the food pantry, whatever it
is — it’s a good time to get involved.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730
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property, and Rueter made the announcement during
the period at the beginning of the meeting designated
for “public participation.” She said there would be “10
to 15 people designated as peacekeepers, and traffic-
or people-movers,” similar to the plan for the April 19
protest in Montague Center, which she called “com-
pletely peaceful.”

Rueter said the organizing group planned to visit
“the stores along the path” prior to the event to inform
them of the plan.

Selectboard chair Rich Kuklewicz asked executive
assistant Wendy Bogusz whether she thought a per-
mit was required for the event. “We typically do have
those, and we typically inform the police,” he said.

“When someone was just walking down the side-
walk, it’s their free right to walk,” Bogusz pointed out.
“We haven’t required a permit for that, so that’s what
I did tell them — because this came in [last] Thursday,
after our agenda was already posted.”

The selectboard did not voice any objections to the
demonstration, but town administrator Walter Ramsey
asked Rueter to fill out an application for the use of
Peskeompskut Park in any case.

Williams said he had been “unaware of the event”
on April 19, but had received “numerous” complaints
about “the amount of people, the noise level, and the
way people were parking.”

Selectboard member Matt Lord asked if the noise
had violated any bylaws or ordinances. Williams re-
plied that he would have to “look at the bylaw,” as
well as review videos he had received, as he was not
there. He went on to say he had been told that visitors
had parked illegally and in front of driveways.

“That’s an issue,” said Lord. “We don’t want peo-
ple parking in front of people’s driveways.”

There has been controversy about the need for per-
mits for protest marches in the past. In June 2020 a
“Black Lives Matter” rally protesting the murder of
George Floyd and racial bias in police use of force
marched from Peskeompskut Park to Montague town
hall without obtaining a permit. Montague police, who
had been informed of the route by organizers, did not
interfere with the non-violent march and rally, but were
criticized for blocking access to the downtown area.

Reached for comment, Lord, who lives in Mon-
tague Center and said he attended the April 19 rally
“with the whole family,” said that “the only reason
| support permitting is to guarantee the safety of the
participants.” He went on to say that the judgment as
to whether that is necessary is “up to the organizers.”

At the meeting Williams said that when no permit is
issued, “then at least some type of information [should
be] broadcasted, so people know what to expect.”

According to the website of the Massachusetts Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), demonstrations on
public property do “not usually” require a permit except
when a march or parade requires a street closure or blocks
vehicle or pedestrian traffic; when a rally is “expected to
be very large, usually 100 people or more,” or when the
event “will involve substantial sound amplification.”

“In these situations a permit may be required be-
cause of the potential disruption of other activities or
because public safety services, including police pro-
tection, may be required,” the organization advises.
“Check your local rules.”

The national ACLU states that while some limited
permitting may be required, “police can’t use those pro-
cedures to prevent a response to breaking news events.”

According to the Montague town bylaws, Article
IV, Section 13, “Three or more persons shall not stand
or be near each other, in any street or public way in
Montague Center, Turners Falls, or Millers Falls, so as
to obstruct such street or way, or interfere with the free
and uninterrupted use of the same for travel.”

Under Section 21 of the same article, “No person
shall revel, quarrel, behave in a boisterous, indecent or
disorderly manner, or use any indecent, profane, insult-
ing or abusive language, or sing any lewd, profane or
indecent song in any street or near any dwelling house
or other building or in any public place.”

Article VI explains the consequences. “Any viola-
tion of Sections 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,
19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, and 28 of Article IV of these
by-laws,” it reads, “shall be punished by a fine of not
more than twenty dollars.”

Violations of Section 21, however, “shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than five dollars.”

Mike Jackson provided additional research.

SIX-TOWN from page A1

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
MONTAGUE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Mass. Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. Ch. 131,
Sec. 40, the Montague Conservation Commission will hold a public
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 8, 2025 to review the Request for
Determination of Applicability RDA #2025-02, filed by Brett Grout c/o
Franklin Regional Transit Authority to determine whether the construction
of an 14" x 20" concrete block, for a covered salt storage shed, within 100-foot
buffer zone at 3 Sandy Lane (Parcel #21-0-149) is subject to the Wetlands
Protection Act. A hybrid meeting will be held at the Montague Town Hall
Annex, 1 Avenue A in Turners Falls, MA. Remote meeting login information
and the filing is available for review at www.montague-ma.gov/calendar.

Legal Notice

TOWN OF MONTAGUE

The pitch touts benefits to “course
offerings, approaches to learning,
athletic teams (and the ability to field
teams), support for students with dis-
abilities, professional development
and collaboration, clubs and after-
school programs, and more.”

Since last summer, the STRPB
has been drafting a proposed agree-
ment for the would-be district. It will
only move forward if all six towns
agree to sign on, by a vote at special
town meeting (STMs).

“Holding STMs on the same day
will ensure that every vote is mean-
ingful, and will alleviate voters from
being influenced by the outcome of
another town,” chair Alan Genovese
of Warwick wrote in a memo to the
towns asking for time at the annual
meetings. “In order for the Regional
Agreement to be approved, it must
pass a majority vote in all six towns.”

The town of Warwick left the Pi-
oneer Valley district in 2023 after it
voted to close the town’s elementary
school, but Warwick has continued in
the six-town process. The STRPB’s
proposal would keep all the local el-
ementary schools intact while merg-
ing middle schools at Northfield and
high schools at Turners Falls.

The district would be governed
by a 13-member school commit-
tee, with six members from Mon-
tague, two each from Bernardston
and Northfield, and one each from
Leyden, Gill, and Warwick. Vernon
and Erving, which tuition secondary
students into the existing districts,
would be invited to continue under a
similar arrangement.

Under an “aggressive timeline,”
the STRPB says, approval by the six
towns this fall could lead to a new
district as soon as July 2027.

“If one town disagrees, then the
project’s done — for now,” Gill mem-

ber Bill Tomb, who also serves on
the STRPB, told the Gill-Montague
school committee last Tuesday night.
Since 2019 Gill-Montague has been
handling the state grants funding the
planning effort, most of it spent in
payments to expert consultants. The
current round of funding extends
through December.

On Monday night, Montague se-
lectboard member Matt Lord told
his colleagues he has been “very im-
pressed with the work that has come
out of it for the agreement, and what
the agreement can do for the six
towns, and the schools within them.”

Though not on the STRPB, Lord
has spent the last year on the sub-
committee that drafted the regional
agreement. The next “six to seven
months,” he said, will see an “out-
reach effort” by the planning board
to sell the public on the idea.

“I know these meetings have been
long and arduous, and hopefully this
will come to a positive change,” said
selectboard chair Rich Kuklewicz.
“l think change is needed [at] both
districts, and this is a good first step.
Maybe not the final, but a good step.”

On Tuesday the STRPB held a re-
mote meeting to check in about the
announcements, an ongoing legal re-
view of the draft proposal, and what
name to give the proposed district.

The next step is a review by the
state Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE).
Genovese said Russell Dupere of
Dupere Law Offices, which works
for several of the towns, has been
talking with the state ethics com-
mission about whether he may
work for the STRPB; for now, the
document will be brought to DESE
by the Massachusetts Association of
Regional Schools (MARS) consul-
tants who helped to draft it.

As for the town meetings, Geno-
vese said Montague, Gill, and War-
wick have been accommodating, but
Northfield had not yet agreed to let
the board present.

Leyden member Michele Giarus-
so said her town had published an
update in a recently mailed newslet-
ter, and that she hadn’t heard about
Bernardston. Neither of Bernard-
ston’s representatives were present.

The most in-depth discussion was
about the would-be district’s name.
A “subcommittee” consisting of two
Debs — Deb Loomer of Gill and Deb
Potee of Northfield — was formed to
survey opinion in the six towns.

“Deb and | spent a lot of time, a
lot of agonizing, very uncomfortable
conversations with people, and writ-
ing letters to people who said, ‘No,
I don’t want to play, | don’t want to
participate,”” Potee reported. “That
didn’t feel really good.”

Loomer said about 10 people ulti-
mately gave input, and “the common
thread through a lot of them was the
word ‘river.”” Some results seemed
unwieldy, or too closely associated
with one of the existing districts at
the expense of others. In the end, the
two agreed to recommend “Great
River Regional School District.”

“Someone [said] that was what
the indigenous people called it,”
Loomer added, referring to the Con-
necticut River.

Northfield representative Reina
Dastous said she liked it. “I feel like
it’s a nod to the indigenous roots, but
not in an offensive way,” she said.

“It’s true that there is a river in
each one of the towns,” Tomb mused.

After some discussion, the board
voted 9 to 0 in favor of the name.

Attempts to appoint a public re-
lations subcommittee floundered.
“Do I have to speak?” Potee asked.

“You can start the conversation

SEWER USE REGULATION (SUR) AMENDMENTS

The Selectboard of the Town of Montague, as sewer commissioners under
MGL c.41, s.21, is conducting a public hearing regarding amendments to
the Sewer Use Regulation (SUR) on May 12, 2025, at 6 p.m., to allow the
public an opportunity to comment on any of the proposed amendments.

The meeting will be held in-person at Montague Town Hall,
Upstairs Meeting Room, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA.

Please note that while an option for remote attendance is provided as a
courtesy to the public, the hearing will not be suspended or terminated if
technological problems interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless otherwise
required by law. Members of the public with particular interest in this hearing
should make plans for in-person vs. remote attendance accordingly. Remote
access provided via Zoom link found at www.montague-ma.gov/calendar.

All proposed amendments to the Sewer Use Regulation can
be viewed on the Town website at www.montague-ma.gov.
For further information, please contact Chris Nolan-Zeller,
Assistant Town Administrator, at (413) 863-3200 x109.

at town meeting,” said Giarusso,
“but it’s going to take grassroots
efforts.... We need to sit in small
groups and let people be honest, and
have these honest conversations:
Are they getting misinformation?
Are they afraid of something?”

“The crux of the thing is people
don’t want to volunteer for any-
thing,” Pat Shearer, another North-
field representative, lamented.
“And how we get around that, I’'m
not sure...”

Members agreed that they would
like to learn more about a super-

regionalization effort in Berkshire
County that failed in 2023.

Late in the meeting, the idea was
raised that “the great river” may ac-
tually have been an English name
for the Connecticut. As various at-
tendees began sharing live results
from online search engines, Geno-
vese suggested that the STRPB
could “let it marinate until the next
meeting,” and then either “affirm it
or have another discussion.”

The next meeting date
was tentatively set for
Tuesday, May 20.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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about finding additional funding.

Selectboard member Scott Bas-
tarache said that if the repair is
not funded, the bridge might de-
teriorate and eventually be closed
by MassDOT’s bridge inspection
team. “I’m in favor of trying to find
a way to fund it,” he concluded.

“I’m all for being a good
neighbor,” Loynd added, “if we
can afford it.”

Fire chief Philip Wonkka point-
ed out that the Orange ambulance
uses the Farley Bridge for access
to Wendell.

The board asked town adminis-
trator Bryan Smith to contact the
Wendell selectboard and the Er-
ving finance committee and trea-
surer so the board will have more
information to make decisions
about the bridge repair.

More Roads and Bridges

A High Street resident wrote
the board asking the town to in-
stall guardrails along the road near
her home, which is set in a hollow
below street level. According to a
memo from McCrory, “her con-
cern is speeding traffic on the road
and the potential of cars going off
the road and into her house that
sits below grade.”

McCrory said there was
enough money in the “contract-
ed services” budget to pay the
approximately $3,000 cost. The
board authorized him to schedule
the guardrail installation.

A North Street resident asked
the board to re-install temporary
speed cushions in the roadway
near his property, primarily to
protect children at play. McCrory
said that when the cushions were
in place in the past, some residents
complained of the noise of vehi-
cles going over them, and that ve-
hicles were speeding in the length
of road between the cushions.

“This isn’t solving the prob-
lem,” Loynd commented. He sug-
gested increased enforcement of
the speed limit.

Bastarache called the cushions
a “temporary measure” and won-
dered about installing permanent
speed bumps. Under the Mass-
DOT Complete Streets program,
he said, the road could be re-de-
signed to slow traffic.

The board decided to discuss
North Street speeding at their next
meeting. In the meantime, McCro-
ry said he plans to install a safety
message board on the street.

Smith reported the design and
environmental permitting for the
Church Street bridge repair were
complete, and easements had
been obtained from four of the six
affected property owners. Howev-
er, the two outstanding easements
require appraisals, and because
the appraisal cost is expected to
be greater than $10,000, the town
must solicit bids.

The board authorized him to
award a bid to appraise the two
easements. Smith said he expects
the town will be able to adver-
tise for construction bids in June.
MassDOT will pay for the con-
struction phase of the project.

Burdens of History

In November 2021, Mass-
Development awarded Erving a
$600,000 grant to partially de-
molish the buildings at the town-
owned former International Paper

Mill. That grant has been on hold
while the town has considered
various plans for developing the
property, including partial demo-
lition and demolition of all onsite
buildings.

In an April 25 memo, Bryan
Smith wrote that MassDevelop-
ment “first want the site and the
project reviewed through their
‘House Doctor’ program.”

He told the board that the agency
is proposing a grant of $50,500 for
an independent consultant of its se-
lection to review plans for the prop-
erty and recommend the best way to
use the $600,000. The board voted
to accept the $50,500 grant.

Historical commission chair
Sara Campbell told the board that
the commission voted at its April
1 meeting to reduce the number of
its members from seven to five,
and to establish a separate Pearl
B. Care Museum committee, also
of five members.

Commission member Theresa
Dodge sent a memo with draft
warrant articles changing the
town’s bylaws to reduce the com-
mission’s membership and estab-
lish the new museum committee.

Selectboard members were
supportive of these changes, and
said the article would be placed
on the next special town meeting
(STM) warrant.

Costs of Sewers

Wastewater superintendent Pe-
ter Sanders presented the board
with calculations for establishing
a flat-rate sewer use fee, resulting
in a $275 annual charge per cus-
tomer. Sanders and the board have
been discussing charging a sewer
use fee for the past few months, to
help fund major maintenance costs
to the system. The board plans to
implement the charges in FY’27.

At an earlier meeting, Sanders
said the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (MassDEP)
had noted that Erving is the only
town in the state that does not
charge sewer customers.

His proposed flat-rate calcu-
lation is based on water usage,
dividing the total cost of water
to customers by the number of
accounts to develop an average
per-household cost.

Board members asked for
changes in the formula to account
for water use by town buildings
and by multi-family buildings
that have only one water account.
Sanders agreed to refine the for-
mula for future discussion.

Other Business

The board appointed newly
hired town planner Glenn John-
son-Mussad as Erving’s repre-
sentative to the Franklin Regional
Planning Board, and as the town’s
alternate to the Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy
Committee.

The town election is scheduled
for this Monday, May 5.

The board’s next meeting
is scheduled for the following
Monday, May 12, though it may
be canceled in favor of a short
meeting before the annual town
meeting that Wednesday, May 14.
Voters will consider 26 articles,
including a town operating budget
of roughly $15 million.

Bastarache said an STM
will also be held in June,
before the end of FY’25.

SOUTH STREET from page A1

have the roadway open by possibly
the end of May.”

“I will try to keep you informed
of that moving target date,” added
Corey, reminding Montague that of-
ficially, “the current completion date
for this project is June 20th, 2025.”

While “possibly the end of May”
is not set in stone, “2025” is.

“[T]he ‘cornerstone’ is beautiful,”
village resident Ariel Elan exclaimed
upon reviewing photographs of the
almost-finished bridge and its en-
graved date, 2025. “I feel unreason-
ably joyful that someone at DOT un-
derstands this historic, aesthetic fea-
ture is meaningful and heartwarming
to at least some of us.”

“Yes, it’s truly an aesthetic de-
sign,” agreed Karun Das of Chest-
nut Hill.

The road’s prior bridge across
the Sawmill River dated from when
the Works Progress Administration
constructed the first paved road
connecting Montague Center and
Millers Falls. That project includ-
ed three bridges across the Saw-
mill: the long concrete span carry-
ing Federal Street just north of its
intersection with North Leverett
Road (1935), plus the shorter Cen-
ter Street (1937) and South Street
(1938) bridges, both made of steel.

MassDOT  project engineer
Christopher Cameron shared at a
January 2023 public hearing that
the 1938 bridge had “limited un-
derclearance from the steel super-
structure to the water’s surface.
This creates a damp environment
that accelerates the deterioration of
the steel members,” which led to the
bridge’s superstructure being rated
“poor” and the bridge being consid-
ered “structurally deficient” when
inspected by the agency.

The prior bridge was likely built
low to the water, its west abutment
extending well into the river, in or-
der to keep the span short enough

QUALE PHOTO

The bridge’s west abutment, seen above at left, was formerly set in the river itself,

constricting its flow. The new, longer span allows it to rest on both banks.

that it wouldn’t need a central pier.
The abutment’s jut impeded river
flow and led to extensive sediment
buildup on both banks.

By completely replacing the
bridge rather than just the steel
members and deck, MassDOT has
been able to elevate the bridge and
increase its span, moving the west
abutment out of the river. The ac-
cumulated sediment was also re-
moved, restoring the river to its
natural width.

The new bridge is built with
precast NEXT F beams on integral
abutments, allowing for the high-
est possible clearance. The new
span is substantially longer at 58
feet and 6 inches, while the over-
all width remains 24 feet, of which
nearly 21 is roadway.

The selectboard opted for a
design without a bicycle lane or
sidewalk because the bridge is in
a rural area with low traffic and
clear sight lines, and also because
widening the footprint would have
brought complications. The bridge
is surrounded on three corners by

the Montague Wildlife Manage-
ment Area and Agricultural Preser-
vation Restriction (APR) farmland
protected under Article 97.

The timeline changed in Febru-
ary 2024. Environmental concerns
revealed in the project’s permitting
process both advanced the start of
construction — from mid-2025 to
late 2024 — and lengthened the an-
ticipated road closure from 100
days to a minimum of 207.

“That’s because the Sawmill
River is a coldwater fishery, pre-
venting in-water work between
April 1 and July 31,” then-assistant
town administrator Walter Ramsey
explained to the selectboard.

South Street was closed to
through traffic on July 22, 2024,
and if the bridge reopens “the end
of May” — not set in stone! — that
would be Day 315, longer than 207
days but well ahead of the original
timeline’s fall 2025 completion.

Until officials say otherwise, ad-
mire, but don’t cross: the
bridge remains an active
work site.

Reportback: Nearly 100 Attracted
To Second ‘Leverett Together’ Potluck

By SHARON DUNN

LEVERETT - A multi-gener-
ational crowd of nearly a hundred
Leverett residents brought an array
of food to the Leverett Elementary
School gym on Sunday, enjoyed five
presentations by local initiatives,
and participated in lively discus-
sions on topics raised at an earlier
potluck in February. The grassroots
group Leverett Together hosted the
two-hour event.

The presenters included Stacey
Lennard, on Leverett’s Earth Day
cleanup; Eva Gibavic on the Rat-
tlesnake Gutter Trust; Cheryl How-
land, on Cheryl & Eva’s Plant Ex-
change; Tim Shores, giving an over-
view of Leverett’s comprehensive
plan; and Gibavic and Eric Donnel-
ly, sharing information about a po-
tential town forest to be voted on by
town meeting this Saturday, May 3.

The discussion topics, generat-
ed at the February 8 potluck, were
oriented toward action the commu-
nity would like to engage in at this
time of uncertainty in the nation.
They included support of vulnerable
communities, including immigrants;
support of cultural and educational
institutions; building capacity to re-
spond to injustice; homesteading and
self-sufficiency; and social events

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LEVERETT TOSETHER

for community-building. Leverett
Together’s facilitators for these dis-
cussions were, respectively, Judi
Fonsh, Judith Davidov, Tom Wolff,
Steve Catt, and this reporter.

Most of the discussion groups
plan to continue to meet to consider
actions and events. Other Leverett
Together steering committee mem-
bers who contributed to the potluck
included Barbara Tiner, Linda Hoer,
Liz Kiebel, and Kip Fonsh.

Leverett Together anticipates an-
nouncing future community-build-
ing events for Leverett.

Top: Nearly 100° Leverett residents gathered for Sunday’s potluck, presentations,
and discussions. Above right: Forester Eric Donnelly talks about the possibility

of a Leverett town forest, to be voted on at town meeting this Saturday.
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that either option could cost as
much as $10 million, effectively
doubling the expected price tag for
demolishing the complex.

On Monday, at Nolan-Zeller’s
recommendation, the board voted
to approve a $17,250 amendment
to fund “Alternative Design #2,”
which “would leave the buildings
immediately surrounding Building
9in place.”

The design work is being funded
under a $5.1 million state earmark
for the project, which was matched
last summer by $4.9 million from
the federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

The board also approved a
$30,000 amendment with another
engineering firm, Wright-Pierce, to
cover “additional construction ad-
ministration services” in a project
to upgrade manholes in Turners and
Millers Falls. The work itself is be-
ing carried out by National Water
Main Cleaning.

Finally, the board approved an
actual change order of $1,380.35 for
the ongoing “streetscape” work on
Avenue A by Mountain View Land-
scapes and Lawncare. The change
was necessitated by ledge the com-
pany encountered at 38 Avenue A,
the so-called “Cumby’s” parcel on
the corner of Second Street, and is
unrelated to the company’s recent
proposal to remove the 12 ash trees
between Second and Third streets.

Mountain View, Nolan-Zeller
said, is currently working on an
estimate of the cost of replacing
only two of the trees and working
around the other 10.

In other news, Nolan-Zeller re-
ported that several weeks ago, the
state Department of Transportation
briefed legislators on the status of
five bridges at the heart of the “ca-
nal district” in Turners Falls.

The replacement of these bridges,
which include the “White Bridge”
over the Connecticut River to
Greenfield, the Fifth and Sixth street
bridges over the power canal, and
two condemned pedestrian bridg-
es, is currently in its “25%” pre-de-
sign phase, according to a memo he
shared with the board, and after more
design and public hearings should be
scheduled for construction in 2029.

He also noted that the state had
agreed to negotiate construction
rights-of-way with several of the
property owners abutting the canal,
a task that often falls to the local
municipality.

“Every day it gets closer to ac-
tually happening,” said Kuklewicz,
speculating that the project will be-
gin before he dies.

Trees, Dogs, and Windows

Other highlights of Monday’s
meeting included a new agreement
with the Franklin County sheriff’s
office to provide animal control ser-
vices to the town, and the announce-
ment that the board studying the con-
solidation of the Pioneer Valley and
Gill-Montague school districts will
propose voting on the idea at simul-
taneous town meetings this Novem-
ber (see article, Page Al).

During the time at the beginning
of the meeting for public participa-
tion, Leonore Alaniz of Canal Street
complained, having read the town’s
public tree bylaw, that a tree was
removed from in front of her resi-
dence last August without a hearing
and has not yet been replaced.

Alaniz called on town officials
to inform the interim tree warden,
an employee of the public works

department, that a public hearing is
required unless the tree is in “immi-
nent danger.”

Town administrator Walter Ram-
sey said he would alert the warden
and the tree advisory committee of
the need for a replacement tree. “We
will follow through with the tree by-
law,” he said, “which the new war-
den has been briefed on.”

Police chief Williams requested
that the board approve a contract
with the Franklin County sheriff’s
office for services provided at the
regional dog shelter on Sandy Lane.
The main focus of his presentation
was the use of the shelter’s animal
control services, which have pre-
viously been provided through a
collaboration with Greenfield and
Deerfield. Williams said using the
sheriff’s animal control officers,
who investigate complaints about
dangerous and “nuisance” dogs,
would save money and provide
more reliable service.

The board approved the contract.

Town planner Maureen Pollock
announced that the local commit-
tee evaluating options for a “seed
project” to receive $50,000 through
a state program designed to pro-
mote local “resilience” to climate
change has chosen to fund window
inserts for low-income renters and
homeowners.

She said her office will be seek-
ing volunteers and a coordinator, and
has contacted the Franklin County
Technical School for support. Each
window, she said, will “need to be
measured by our coordinator.”

Array Resurrected

Turners Falls airport manager
Bryan Camden attended the meet-
ing, along with two members of the
airport commission. This was billed
on the agenda as an “Airport Com-
mission Quarterly Meeting,” though
Camden said it was not a posted
meeting of the commission as only
two of five members were present.
Kuklewicz termed it an “open dis-
cussion of challenges and so on.”

Camden reviewed what he called
the “hot-button solar project,” a plan
to earn revenue for the airport by
leasing space to a company to build
a solar array. The project was stalled
last year after the electric company
Eversource required the solar com-
pany to fund a major upgrade of the
transmission wires at the airport
industrial park as a precondition of
connecting with the power grid.

Camden said the
solar company
had ‘“all their
documents in
order” and was
“ready to go.”

Camden said Eversource rep-
resentatives had recently told him
they are in the design phase of a plan
that involves “ripping out the entire
existing electrical system” at the in-
dustrial park and replacing it with
“essentially a system 200% larger
than what is there now.” He reported
that this would involve a $12-to-$15
million investment, and that the elec-
tric company hopes to get at least
part of it done by the summer.

Eversource, Camden said, would
be paying for this upgrade, and
would pass the cost along to rate-
payers in the region.

Selectboard member Matt Lord

asked if the company that had
won the bid to construct and lease
the array, EDF Renewables North
America, was still interested. Cam-
den said the solar company had “all
their documents in order” and was
“ready to go.”

Ramsey also asked about the
repavement of the “apron” at the
entrance to the former Pioneer Avi-
ation hangar, which the town now
owns. Though town meeting allo-
cated funds for this, Camden said it
has been delayed by a required en-
vironmental impact study and may
take an extra year, but that the town
should still expect to be reimbursed
for the money it has allocated.

Board members also asked about
the heights planes are allowed to fly
over residential areas and the noise
they generate at certain times of the
week. Camden responded with data
on height requirements and said he
would need information on timing
and location before responding to
noise complaints.

Other Business

Wearing their personnel board
hats, the selectboard approved a
new employment contract with
town treasurer Eileen Seymour,
who will cease being an “elected
official” on May 20.

A letter of resignation from
Great Falls Farmers Market coor-
dinator Annie Levine was accept-
ed, and the board appointed Jenny
Vanderbilt to the position. Levine
said that if an assistant manager
position is approved by town meet-
ing, she hopes to “step into that.”

The board approved Harry Kuen-
zel as an assistant electrical inspec-
tor and Ethan Thrower, a student
at the Franklin County Technical
School, for late-spring employment
at the public works department.
Thrower’s employment may be ex-
tended into the summer.

Pollock announced that Mon-
tague has received a $34,000 grant
from the state Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental Affairs
to update its open space and recre-
ation plan. The plan, which was last
approved in 2017 but expired five
years later, allows the town to apply
for a range of other state grants, she
said, and will now only need to be
updated every 10 years.

The board voted to accept the
grant. Ramsey said he was happy
to see the extended time frame, be-
cause “it was exhausting to stick to
that cycle.”

The board discussed a protest
rally planned for this Thursday in
downtown Turners Falls (see ar-
ticle, Page Al), and approved the
use of public property for an am-
bitious “Charity Ride” on June 14
to raise funds for cancer research,
care, and services.

The ride begins in South Deer-
field and passes through a number
of towns. Organizer John Morin es-
timated 600 riders will participate
in the event, but said they will pass
through the town staggered in “mul-
tiple waves.” A police detail will be
posted on Millers Falls Road at the
entrance to the industrial park.

The selectboard retired into a
non-public executive session to dis-
cuss the town’s negotiating strategy
involving 15 Power Street, the so-
called Railroad Salvage annex build-
ing, which the town sold to local
developer Bob Obear under a land
development agreement in 2017.

The next scheduled se-
lectboard meeting will be
held Monday, May 5.

LOOKING BACK:

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Here’s the way it was on April
30, 2015: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive.

Generator Fundraiser

The Leverett Village Co-op is
fundraising for a new generator
that will cost around $35,000. The
hope is that with the new genera-
tor, the co-op will be a safe haven
for locals during power outages,
and it will also allow the co-op to
avoid the large losses that come
with the loss of power.

Without a generator, when the
power goes out the co-op loses all
the perishables, the cash registers
no longer work, and employees
have to make do with estimating
the weights of fruits and vegeta-
bles with no scale.

Paul Rosenberg, general man-
ager for the last 16 years, said
for the first 10 years he was with
the co-op there were no power
outages. In the last five, howev-
er, there have been three costly
power outages totaling $10,000
in losses for the store.

20 YEARS AGO

Here’s the way it was on April
28, 2005: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive.

It’s Too *#@ !*# Loud!

Montague health agent Gina
McNeely has moved away from re-
lying solely on sound level meters
to monitor decibel levels at bars,
nightclubs, and industrial sites.

At the continuation of the noise
ordinance hearing on April 25,
McNeely told the selectboard her
research had swayed her away
from what she regarded as a scien-
tific, objective approach as the sole
means of measuring noise, and
she now favors including a com-
mon-sense approach to determin-
ing whether a bar band or factory
is producing excessive noise when
no sound level meter is available.

If noise is plainly audible 200
feet from the source of the sound,

that common-sense measure would
constitute sufficient evidence that
the proposed noise ordinance was
being violated, McNeely said.

Wake-Up Call

Chip Dodge is a sergeant again.
After being demoted to patrolman
in 2000 following an off-duty
fracas with a fellow police offi-
cer, Dodge took the qualifying
exam in 2004, and at the same
time took the sergeant’s exam. He
passed both tests.

In answer to Montague board
chair Pat Allen’s question as how
he now views the incident that
caused his demotion, Dodge said,
“Some people may say I’m crazy,
but I view it as a positive. | learned
a really valuable lesson as far as
how much my job, my career, and
my family means to me. It was a
very big wake-up call.”

150 YEARS AGO

Here’s the way it was on April
28, 1875: News from the Turners
Falls Reporter’s archive.

Turners Falls and Vicinity

There is ice six inches thick in
Barton’s cove.

The large ferry boat was
launched vyesterday, and put
to work.

Mr. G.H. Goddard has placed
milk teams on a route at Millers
Falls.

Mr.  Griswold will lay
1,000,080 brick this summer and
will commence in a few weeks.

On dit, that a spelling match for
the benefit of the library is to take
place at Colle Hall, shortly.

L street, from Seventh to Fifth,
is in a bad condition. A horse would
get swamped there on a dark night.

Last Sunday was a good day for
the livery stables. Everything in the
shape of a horse was on the road.

After the first of May, N.D.
Allen’s line of stages will leave
Turners Falls at 2:45 p.m., instead
of 1:30, as heretofore.

And now the oldest inhabitant
takes his hat off and comes forward

to say that in all his experience he
has never seen such a cold spring.

Mr. C.Q. Gilman, owing to ill
health, has advertised his sash and
blind factory and grist mill for sale.
This is a rare chance for any man
wanting to buy such a place.

Mr. Oakman has purchased
five hundred volumes for the li-
brary association. As soon as they
can be covered and numbered, the
library will be open to the public,
under certain conditions.

Mr. Dibble’s little girl was lost
the other day for several hours, and
fears were entertained for her safe-
ty, but after a diligent search was
found on the sand patch, safe and
sound, to the joy of the household.

The bridge has more advocates
than it had a few weeks ago, now
that there is a prospect of it being
built at once. By and by the one
won’t be found who will acknowl-
edge that he opposed the bridge.

We understand that a move-
ment is on foot to hang a first-
class bell in the steeple of the
Baptist church of this place. May
the project receive the substantial
endorsement of all who would
like to see it carried into effect.
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Post-Season Positions Begin to Gel

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS - With April
wrapping up, the local high school
rankings are starting to gel.

In baseball, Pioneer and Ware
are riding high while Turners Falls
is desperately trying to even their
record up for a potential playoff
bid. Franklin Tech, meanwhile, has
a winning record, and hope that
they can continue to win to im-
prove their ranking.

In softball, some of the high-
est-ranked teams in the state are in
Franklin County. But other local
teams are struggling, and frequently
lose by double-digit scores.

Baseball

TFHS 8 — Smith Academy 5
Pioneer 14 - TFHS 0

Ware 14 - TFHS 1
FCTS7-TFHS 1

Last Thursday the Turners Falls
Thunder defeated the visiting Pur-
ple Falcons of Smith Academy, 8-5.
Turners shot out to a 7-1 lead before
Purple began to catch up, but on the
minus side, Blue committed six er-
rors in the win.

Seven different batters — Kain-
en Stevens and Brody Girard (two
each), Julian Kaiser, Jackson Cog-
swell, Trevor Lyons, Liam Kerivan,
and Freilyn Jose Abarua Coro-
na — hit safely for Turners. Kaiser
pitched the complete game, giving
up seven hits, zero walks, and zero
earned runs and striking out 10.

Turners Fallss Trevor Lyons delivers
a pitch to Pioneer Valley’s Jackson
Glazier last Friday at Turners Falls.
The Panthers outperformed the
Thunder: Pioneer 14, Turners Falls 0.

On Friday, though, the undefeat-
ed Pioneer Black Panthers came to
town and crushed the Thunder, 14
to zip.

Turners had four hits in the loss:
Cogswell with a double, Stevens,
Kerivan, and Ledwin Villafana. Gi-
rard, Lyons, and Abarua Corona
shared pitching duties.

On Tuesday the Baseball Thun-
der went down to Ware and were
mercied by the Green Indians. Ware
scored 14 runs in four innings, and
the Thunder only scored one in the
fifth to prevent the shutout.

Girard had Turners’s lone hit,
while Kaiser scored their only run.

On Wednesday it was the visit-
ing Franklin Tech Eagles’ turn. Tech
came out swinging, scoring six runs
in three innings, and held that lead
until the sixth when Kaiser batted in
Girard to make it 6-1. Tech scored
an insurance run in the seventh for a
final score of 7-1.

Franklin amassed 10 hits in the
win — two each from Tyler Yet-
ter, Hunter Donahue, and George
Gutierrez and the rest from Brody
Hicks, Zaydrien Alamed, Nicholas
Prasol, and Tucker Hicks — with
Donahue cranking a home run
and Brody Hicks a double. On the
mound Mason Lehtomaki pitched
a complete game, giving up one
run on seven hits and two walks
while striking out five.

While Turners got seven hits, it
only translated them to one run. Aba-
rua Corona (2), Girard, Cogswell,
Kaiser, Kerivan, and T. Newton
made hits with Girard and Kaiser hit-
ting doubles. Stevens allowed eight
hits and three earned runs with no
walks and two strikeouts, and Kaiser
the other two hits, an earned run, a
walk, and two strikeouts.

Softball
FCTS 4 — Northampton 0
TFHS 5 — Greenfield 0
TFHS 14 — Mohawk 0
TFHS 17 — Mount Greylock 4
FCTS 18 — Athol 0

Last Friday afternoon Franklin
Tech’s softball squad defeated the
Blue Devils down in Northampton.
It was a scoreless tie through seven
innings, but in the eighth Hannah
Gilbert shot a double and Kylee
Gamache clocked a triple, scoring
Tech’s four runs.

In the circle Gilbert pitched eight
innings, allowed no runs, one hit,

and no walks, and struck out 18.
Emma Petersen and Lindsey Taylor
also hit safely for Franklin.

Later that night, the Turners Falls
Thunder rolled over the bridge and
defeated Green Wave 5-0.

Blue set the pace early: Mia Mari-
gliano led off with a base hit, stole
second base, and was advanced
to third on a Janelle Massey field-
ers’ choice. With two outs, Marilyn
Abarua cracked a home run scoring
Marigliano and herself.

In the fifth, Marigliano placed
a two-out single and Madison
Liimatainen followed it up with a
double. She was replaced on second
by McKenzie Stafford. Marigliano
scored on a wild pitch while Stafford
took third, and then Stafford came
home on another wild pitch, giving
Powertown a 4-0 cushion.

In the sixth inning Madisyn Dietz
reached on an error and eventually
scored on an Autumn Thorton sacri-
fice, giving Blue the 5-0 victory.

Abarua, Liimatainen, Massey,
Marigliano, and Ameliya Galbraith
hit safely for Turners, and Liimatain-
en allowed no runs, two hits, and
three walks and struck out 15.

On Monday, Turners shut out
the visiting Mohawk Trail Warriors
14-0.

Liimatainen opened the game.
She let up two hits, and struck out
the rest. With Turners pounding out
the runs, Liimatainen was sent to the
outfield and Thorton went to the cir-
cle to complete the shutout.

On Tuesday, the Thunder trav-
eled to the Berkshires and defeated
Mount Greylock 17-4. Greylock was
able to score just enough runs to pre-
vent a mercy, so this game went the
entire seven innings.

Eight different players registered
hits for Blue: four from Liimatainen,
including two doubles; three from
Dietz including a double; two each
from Massey and Stafford including
a home run from Massey, and one
each from Marigliano, Abarua, Gal-
brait, and Addison Talbot.

Liimatainen pitched six innings,
allowing two earned runs on six hits
and a walk while striking out eight
batters. Thorton came in as relief in
the seventh and allowed one earned
run off two hits and a walk.

The Eagles, meanwhile, head-
ed east on Tuesday, smothering the
Athol Red Bears 18-zip in a five-in-
ning mercy-shortened game.

DAVID HOTT PHOTOS

Madi Liimatainen heaves a sigh of relief after making the final strikeont
of Turners Falls’s 5-0 rout of the Green Wave in Greenfield last Friday.

Taylor, Petersen, Gamache, Gil-
bert, Skylei Lapan, Gianna DiSci-
ullo, Lyla Mickiewicz, Samantha
Duncan, and Taylor Underwood all
batted runs in for the Eagles while
Ava Worden and Cordelia Guerin hit
singles. In the circle, Gilbert fanned
14 of the 17 batters she faced.

Boys’ Tennis
SICS4-TFHS 1
Frontier 4 — TFHS 1

On Friday in tennis, the visiting
Springfield International Charter
School defeated Turners 4-1. Turn-
ers’ lone victory came on the second
singles court as Mario Pareja won in
three sets (6-3, 2-6, 10-7).

Noah Kolodziej and Vaughn La-
Valley were swept in first and third
singles, Lucas Black and Noah
Blanchard were swept in first dou-
bles, and Max Briere and Nethanel
Martin dropped a tie-breaker in sec-
ond doubles.

On Wednesday, the boys lost to
Frontier down in South Deerfield.
This time Kolodziej won on the
first singles court (6-3, 3-6, 6-4)
while Pareja, LaValley, Black and
Philipp Tischleder (first doubles),
and Briere and Martin (second dou-
bles) lost their respective matches.

Girls’ Tennis
PVCA4-TFHS 1
Palmer 4 — TFHS 1
TFHS 3 — Renaissance 2

The hybrid Turners Falls girls’
tennis team played three games in
three days this week.

On Monday they lost to Pioneer
Valley Christian Academy 4-1. OlI-
ivia Wolbach won first singles (6-2,
6-3) while Gianna Marigliano, Kh-
iarieliex Huertas Hernandez, Eve-
Ilyn Galvez and Kenzie Flaxington,
and Keira Feeley and Lily Sumner
dropped their matches.

On Tuesday, the Thunder traveled
to Palmer and were again beaten 4-1,
with Wolbach winning first singles
(6-2, 3-6, 10-8). This time Avery
Heathwaite, Marigliano, Feeley and
Huertas Hernandez, and Rhiannon
Smith and Jo Licata lost matches.

On Wednesday the Thunder fi-
nally reversed their fortunes at Van
Horn Park in Springfield against
the Renaissance Phoenix. Wolbach,
Heathwaite, and Marigliano all
swept their singles opponents, while
Huertas Hernandez and Shayly Mar-
tin and 1zzy Decker and Feeley lost
in doubles competition.

Next week: Track and field.
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ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

On Big Brookies Past

By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD - A record
Maine Eastern brook trout weighing
nearly eight pounds darted through
my Facebook feed last week.

The photo and story posted by
a fellow New England Outdoor
Writers Association member told
the story. Both were pulled from
a recent issue of the Bangor Daily
News, which had lifted them from
the smaller biweekly Moosehead
Lakeshore Journal, which seems
to have broken the story.

So why not drag it through the
five fingers of Montague and bor-
dering communities?

Caught on January 22 by well-
known Greenville, Maine ice fish-
erman Eric Ward, the record fish
was a brook trout for the ages, mea-
suring 25 1/16 inches in length and
weighing seven pounds, 10 ounces.
The weight topped John Dixon’s
July 4, 1959 Moosehead record by
two ounces. At 25 ¥4 inches, Dix-
on’s seven-pound, eight-ounce fish
was a hair longer, with a girth of 17
Y% inches. The girth of Ward’s fish
was not reported.

The largest brook trout record-
ed in Maine was caught in 2010 at
Mousam Lake. That one tipped the
scale at nine pounds, two ounces.
Maine squaretails grow so large
due to high populations of rainbow
smelt in the food chain. These for-
age fish are preferred bait for ice
fishermen, and keep big trout and
salmon fat during their winter dor-
mancy period.

Known to northern New En-
gland anglers as squaretails or
brookies, Eastern brook trout (Lat-
in name Salvelinus fontinalis) be-
long to the char family. They are
historically the only native trout in
our familiar slice of the Connecti-
cut Valley. According to the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, brook-
ies populate eastern North Amer-
ican waters from the Great Lakes
east to the Atlantic Ocean and
south to Georgia along the Appa-
lachian Range.

Squaretails are the first trout I
learned to catch as a boy, bait-fish-
ing a small, unnamed, mile-long
spring brook that feeds the Con-

necticut River three or four hun-
dred yards north of the intersec-
tion of Hillside and River roads in
South Deerfield. The spunky, col-
orful, voracious fingerlings ranged
in length from five to seven inches,
and kept me and childhood buddy
Mike Manson busy whenever our
parents dropped us off there.

We’d return home with a
creelful of the speckled beauties,
which without exception went
from creel to sink to batter bowl
to a cast-iron skillet flavored with
sizzling, splattering bacon fat.
Thus the name “panfish,” brook-
ies sweetest of them all, served
with sides of thick-cut slab bacon
and crispy home fries.

In later years at forbidden
sites, we discovered much larger
squaretails in the one- to three-
pound range. We called them
“bakers,” meaning oven fish. But
why go there?

No. Check that. I must tiptoe
back. I can’t sidestep my youthful
indiscretions for this discussion.
Why? The statute of limitations
long ago passed.

The big brookies we routine-
ly caught a half-century ago from
posted, spring-fed impoundments
are directly related to my first
impression of the record brookie
photographed in Ward’s hands. I
wasn’t awestruck because I have
seen many large local brook trout
and heard of many others over
the years.

The big brookies we caught
were taken on lures in forbidden
waters where they grew large.
Golden Thomas buoyant spoons
were most productive, but Dare-
devils and small Mepps spinners
worked in a pinch, especially
when cast at dusk into a 60-foot
outflow neck that collided with
the cold, shaded feeder stream
once known as Sanderson, then
Harvey, Brook. The action was
fast and furious, and the one- to
two-pound brookies ranged from
12 to 18 inches long.

Though I myself never caught
a fish there that compared to
Ward’s, I did indeed hear of one
taken by a neighborhood kid who

see VALLEY VIEW page B3

Above: Sunrise, on the way to proofreading the Montagne Reporter last week!

RECIPES

Three Moroccan Tagines

By CLAIRE HOPLEY

LEVERETT - Before paying my first visit to Mo-
rocco in February I searched cookbooks to learn about
Moroccan food. In Paula Wolfert’s World of Food
(1988) the author notes “Moroccan food, part Arab
and part Berber... is unique; no other Arab country has
such a rich and varied cuisine.” In Arabesque (2005)
Claudia Roden called Moroccan cooking “[t]he most
exquisite and refined of North Africa, famous for its
couscous, its crispy multilayered pies, and delicately
flavored tagines.”

I saw couscous on menus, but multilayered pies —
pastilla — seemed more common. Boldly striped with
wide bands of cinnamon and confectioners’ sugar, they
were traditionally filled with pigeon but now usually
with chicken. Individual-sized pastilla served with lem-
on slices are popular lunchtime meals.

A disgruntled American who had recently visited
Morocco insisted “I never ever want to eat another
chicken pie covered with powdered sugar.” I can see
his point, but tastes vary, and in this case I’'m on the
other side: I’d love to eat another one — or six to sev-
en. This could mean a second trip to Morocco, because
they could be tricky to make at home.

On the other hand, tagines are pretty easy.

Tagines resemble casseroles. Both words describe a
pot and the stews cooked in it. Moroccan tagines fea-
ture meat or fish. Vegetables and fruit such as apples,
apricots, prunes, and quinces add color and flavor; spic-
es add aroma and taste.

Using saffron, ginger, and cumin produces a yel-
lowy tagine sometimes characterized as m’qualli;
those with cinnamon and paprika form a brownish-red
tagine called m’hammer. Add a touch of honey and a
garnish of almonds or pistachios and you have famil-

Tagines, pots with conical lids in which the dishes with the same
name are cooked, for sale at a marfket in Meknes, Morocco.

iar meat-and-vegetables jazzed up with ingredients
that we would rarely if ever include.

If this mix of ingredients sounds exotic, the cooking
vessel evokes the Thousand and One Nights. Made of

see RECIPES page B5

ORDEALS

‘What The Foot?!

PHIOTO COURITESY OF THIE LIGHT

The author, keeping bis spirits up while
in recovery from his most recent surgery.

By JOHNNY FROTTON

GREENFIELD - Life’s plan changes without notice.

I’'m 62, and this is my first time in jail. I came in
with diabetes and neuropathy, which I had been treat-
ing for 30 years — I lost a toe to it about five years ago.
When I first came to the Pod, I started working out on
the treadmill. I soon developed a heel sore that needed
medical treatment. The jail’s medical department was
quick to act and sent me out to the Wound Clinic and
Vascular in Springfield.

The heel sore was slow healing, but I did recover.
Soon upon my return, I was given a job in the kitchen,
and things began going well again! Or so I thought.

I moved to different housing in the old jail. About
two weeks into community service, a blood blister
formed under my right foot. The medical department
stepped in for treatment. We started treatment in the
jail, and it was slow going at first, but later [ was going
out to the Wound Clinic for frequent visits. Everything
seemed to be going well, but then suddenly I started
having weakness and chills. I was sent to the ER.

Let the fun begin!

Laying in the ER, I was waiting and waiting. Fi-
nally, the ER doctor said that I had to stay the night
and they wanted to run an MRI in the morning. I got a

see FOOT page B8
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‘KENDRICK’

Kendrick is a sociable 1-year-
old dog who was shy when he ar-
rived at the Franklin County Re-
gional Dog Shelter, but has now
come out of his shell and enjoys
being playful and goofy.

He is a mixed-breed neutered
male who loves his toys and going

for walks. Kendrick is sometimes
nervous around new people, and
can be selective about his canine
playmates. We don’t know how he
is with cats.

For more information about
Kendrick, call the Regional Dog
Shelter at (413) 676-9182.

Senior Center Activities
MAY 5 THROUGH 9

GILL and MONTAGUE

The Gill Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls
is open Mondays through Fridays
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more in-
formation, please call 863-9357.

A six-week class, “Mindfulness
Meditation for Stress Reduction,”
will be offered on Thursdays from
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. starting May 22.
Seniors 55+ from all towns are
welcome. Call or email instructor
Jean Erlbaum anytime for info or
registration: (413) 230-1518, jean.
erlbaum@verizon.net.

Monday 5/5

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

Tuesday 5/6

9 a.m. Chair Yoga

3 p-m. Tai Chi

Wednesday 5/7

9 a.m. Veterans’ Agent

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

12 p.m. Bring Your Lunch
Bingo

4 p.m. Mat Yoga

Thursday 5/8

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday 5/9

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

2 p.m. Chair Dance

LEVERETT

Chair Yoga classes are held
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., hybrid, at
the town hall and on Zoom. Foot
care clinics are the third Tuesday
of each month. Luncheons are the
fourth Friday at town hall. For

more information, contact (413)
548-1022 or coa@leverett.ma.us.
Please check the town newsletter
or the LeverettConnects listserv
for more info.

WENDELL

Foot care clinic is the first
Wednesday of each month. The
next clinic is May 7. Call Katie
Nolan at (978) 544-2306 for infor-
mation or appointments. For Se-
nior Health Rides, contact Nancy
Spittle at (978) 544-6760.

ERVING
Open Mondays through Fridays
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1 Care
Drive. Daily snacks and coffee.
Fitness room and pool table open.
Monday 5/5
9 a.m. Good for U
10 a.m. Seated Fitness
12 p.m. Pitch Cards
1 p.m. Yoga
Tuesday 5/6
8:15 a.m. Nail Clip
9 a.m. Nurse
9 a.m. Stretch & Balance
10 a.m. Line Dancing
11 a.m. Social Stringer
Wednesday 5/7
9 a.m. Interval Training
10 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo
1 p.m. Veterans’ Service
Thursday 5/8
9 a.m. Barre Fusion
10 a.m. Pilates Flow
12 p.m. Senior Tech Help
Friday 5/9
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilting,
Open Sew

Montague Public Libraries

Turners Falls: Carnegie (413) 863-3214
Montague Center (413) 367-2852

Millers Falls (413) 659-3801

MONTAGUE

All month: Grab & Go Craft.
Flower bookmark. At all
branches while supplies last.

Every Saturday: Drop-in
Community Puzzle. Carnegie,
10a.m.to 5 p.m.

Saturday, May 3: Used Book
Sale. Fiction, paperbacks,
kids’ books, DVDs, CDs, au-
diobooks. Carnegie, 10 a.m. to
1p.m.

Saturday, May 3: Free Comic
Book Day. Carnegie, 2to 4 p.m.

Sunday, May 4: Indigo Dyeing
and Shibori Workshop. Dis-
covery Center, 1 p.m.

Monday, May 5: Artist Recep-
tion. Montague Center, 5:30 to
7 p.m.

Every Tuesday: Imagination
Station. Drop-in craft for ages
6 to 12. Millers Falls, 3:30 to
4:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday: LEGO.
Carnegie, 310 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 7: “The
Extincts” Event and Drawing
Demo. Ages 7 and up. Discov-
ery Center, 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 7: Knitting
Club. Montague Center, 4:30
p.m.

Thursday, May 8: Book Club.
Douglas Adams, Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy. Millers
Falls, 5:30 p.m.

Monday, May 12: Friends
of MPL Meeting. Email kris-
topherlangston@gmail.com.
Carnegie, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 13: Audio Doc-
umentary: Eyes on Freedom.
Montague Center, 7 p.m.

Thursday, May 15: Book Club.
Rebecca Makkai, The Great
Believers. Montague Center,
7 p.m.

Thursday, May 22: Local His-
tory with Will Quale. Millers
Falls, 6 p.m.

LEVERETT

All month: 250th Community
Quilt Exhibit.

Every Thursday: Mah-jongg.
Beginners welcome. 1:15 p.m.

Every Saturday: Tai Chi. In-
termediate to advanced 10
a.m.; beginners 11 a.m.

Every Monday and Wednes-
day: Online Qigong. See lever-
ettlibrary.org for info. 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 6: Craft Circle.
For adults. 6:30 p.m.

Erving Public Library (413) 423-3348

Gill: Slate Library (413) 863-2591
Leverett Public Library (413) 548-9220

Northfield: Dickinson Library (413) 498-2455
Wendell Free Library (978) 544-3559

Every Wednesday: CNC
Playgroup. Ages 0 to 5 with
caregiver. 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, May 8: Library Tech
Help: Novelist and Goodreads.
Drop-in 2:30 to 4 p.m.

Saturday, May 10: Tool Care
Fair and Plant Share. 12:30 to
3 p.m.

Tuesday, May 13:. Bookbind-
ing: Stitched Journal Work-
shop. 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 15: LEGO.
Ages 5to 12. 4 p.m.

Tuesday, May 20: Author talk,
Pleun Bouricius. 4 p.m.

WENDELL

All month: Paintings by Nina
Keller.

Every Friday: LEGO. 4 p.m.

Friday, May 2: Tech Hub
Skills. Cloud basics workshop,
followed by two hours of drop-
in tech help. 10:30 a.m.

Friday and Saturday, May 2
and 3: May Day Wind Stream-
er Craft. Reg reqd. Friday
4 p.m. OR Saturday 10:30 a.m.

Every Sunday: Yoga. 10 a.m.

Mondays, May 5 and 19: Fi-
ber Group / Mending Circle.
6:30 p.m.

Every Tuesday: Adult Art
Group. 5 p.m.

Every Wednesday: Movie.
4 p.m.; Yoga. 6:20 p.m.

Friday, May 9: Office Hour with
Rep. Aaron Saunders. 1 p.m.

Saturday, May 10: Fairy
House Celebration. 1 p.m.

Saturday, May 10: Nina Keller
Art Opening. 1 to 3 p.m.

Friday, May 16: Tech Hub
Skills. Google Docs workshop,
followed by two hours of drop-
in tech help. 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 27: Adult Book
Group. Alice  McDermaott,
Charming Billy. 10 a.m.

Friday, May 30: Friday Night
at the Library. 5to 7 p.m.

ERVING

Sunday, May 4: Author talk,
Esther Johnson. 2 p.m.

Monday, May 5: CNC Play-
group. 10 a.m.

Every Wednesday: After
School Activities. 1:30 to 3:30
p.m.

Sunday, May 11: Friends’
Puzzle Swap. 1to 3 p.m.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

Sunday, May 11: Genealogy
Drop-in. 1 to 3 p.m.

Mondays, May 12 and 19:

Mucho Gusto. Reg reqd.
10:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 18: Clothing

Swap. For teens and pre-
teens. 1to 3 p.m.

Sunday, May 18: Friends’
Craft Day. Reg req'd. 1 p.m.

Sunday, May 25: Book Club.
2 p.m.

NORTHFIELD

All month: In-Library Kids’
Scavenger Hunt.

Thursday, May 1: Spice Club
pickup starts. Sample and rec-
ipes while supplies last. This
month: Old Bay.

Thursday, May 1: Environ-
mental Book Group. Zoé Sch-
langer, The Light Eaters. 3 p.m.

Friday, May 2: Coffee/Tea So-
cial. 10 to 11 a.m.

Saturday, May 3: Puzzle Pick-
Up. For info, email friendsof
dml01360@gmail.com. 10 to
11:30 a.m.

Every Tuesday: Drop-in Knit-
ting/Crafting. 6 to 8 p.m.

Every Wednesday: Storytime:
Music and Movement with
Robin. For toddlers and pre-
schoolers. 10 a.m.

Wednesday, May 7: Book
Group. Anthony Doerr, Cloud
Cuckoo Land. 10 a.m.

Wednesday, May 7: Tech
Help. Bring your device and
ask your questions. 1 to 3 p.m.

Wednesdays, May 7 and 21:
Dungeons & Dragons. Sin-
gle-night campaigns for ages
16 and up, all XP welcome.
Register at northfieldrec.com.
5p.m.

Thursday, May 8: Take-and-
Make Craft. Paper flowers.
While supplies last.

Thursday, May 8: Trivia Night.
Four Star Farms Brewery,
6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 14: Read-
ings Group. Anton Chekhov,
select stories. 3 p.m.

Thursday, May 15: LEGO.
3 p.m.

Thursday, May 15: Intro to
Biodynamic Gardening. 5:30
p.m.

Tuesday, May 20: Friends
Meeting. 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 28: Poetry
Discussion with Nick Fleck.
3 p.m.
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was probably five or six years
younger than me. This notable
catch occurred in the late ’60s. I
would have been about 15, and
heard the tale repeated by several
witnesses fortunate enough to see
the elementary school-aged boy
lugging the fish up the hill home
on a stringer.

Word was that the fish had to be
nearly two feet long, because the
kid couldn’t keep its tail from drag-
ging on the road.

I know fish stories tend to be ex-
aggerated, but one of the tellers was
a state policeman who had given
much testimony in his day, not to
mention fished the same, produc-
tive spot. In passing, he’d pretend
he didn’t see me and my friends
fishing there. I guess he liked us
because we were ballplayers, and
he figured we could be doing much
worse than fishing.

We referred to that tidy arrange-
ment as “the hot setup,” and had a
blast fishing there. In later years, I
took big squaretails from that same
bucolic spot on White Wulff and
Hendrickson dry flies. That was
even more enjoyable than open-
faced spin-casting and lures, es-
pecially on my friend’s father’s
Tonkin cane rod.

In advancing years, when old
enough to carry a shotgun, I hunted
partridge and woodcock in adjacent
woods traversed by a major feeder
stream. There I discovered a set-
tling pool at the base of step falls,
where large, upstream-swimming
brookies congregated on their fall
spawning run. It was quite a sight
to behold, and one that I shared
only with the best of friends.

While I doubt I ever saw a seven-
to eight-pound brookie in the mix,
the visuals imprinted in my memory
suggest that some of them may have
gone four or five pounds, and that
was likely the case for that afore-
mentioned kid’s catch that had the
neighborhood buzzing.

My point is that back in the day,
before acid rain endangered native
brook trout, there was no need to
chase off to the blackfly-infest-
ed Northwoods for big ones. They
were available right here in our own
back yards.

I can’t help but wonder how
many of them — the only trout avail-
able to the Indigenous people who
lived here before us — are left?

Gary Sanderson lives in Green-
field. Questions and com-
ments are welcome at
gary@oldtavernfarm.com.

99 episodes are now available!

Look for us on Apple/iTunes, Spotify,
Overcast, Castbox, and elsewhere...

The Montague Reporter Podcast

ARTIST PROFILE

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

No Food Smell; One Truck Loudly Sucking, Another Fully Engulfed;
Cheeseburger Backpack; ‘Attempting To Claim Tenant Rights’

Monday, 4/21

7:58 p.m. Caller from Turn-
ers Falls Road reporting
smell of gas outside and
in the house and basement.
Transferred to TFFD.
Tuesday, 4/22

1:03 p.m. Caller states that
a local taxi almost hit her
and two others while they
were walking across the
street in a crosswalk on
Avenue A. Area checked;
unable to locate vehicle.
2:37 p.m. Report of minor
two-car accident in front
of the Gun Rack. Report
taken.

10:17 pm. 911 caller from
Greenfield Road reports
that a male banged on
her door and accused her
of ordering Chinese food
with his credit card. Offi-
cer spoke with both par-
ties. Male party is going to
the bank tomorrow to get
more information. Female
party’s trailer didn’t smell
like Chinese food.
‘Wednesday, 4/23

10:05 a.m. Caller from Park
Street reporting there is a
big tanker truck that has
been sucking something
out of a house for a cou-
ple of months now, and it’s
very loud. Officer advises
prior oil spill; company
has paperwork showing
that they were hired to do
a clean-up.

10:19 am. TFFD
sponding to Thomas Me-

&=

morial Country Club; re-
port of a Coca-Cola truck
taking down wires. TEFFD
advises damage to pole.
Officer responding.

2:10 pm. 911 call report-
ing out-of-control brush
fire on Old Sunderland
Road. Transferred to Shel-
burne Control. Fire con-
tained; PD units clear.
9:57 p.m. Caller from Da-
vis Street advising of sev-
eral young kids outside
yelling very loudly at the
Hillcrest Homes apart-
ment complex. Kids were
outside with parents. Par-
ents advised of complaint.
Thursday, 4/ 24

10:57 am. 911 caller from
Fosters Road reporting
construction truck on fire
with a 100-gallon diesel
tank in the back, approxi-
mately 10 gallons full. Ad-
ditional caller reporting
truck is fully engulfed. Of=
ficer responding.

11:12  am. Attempted
break-in at Ce Ce’s Chi-
nese Restaurant caught on
camera last night; caller
looking to speak to an of-
ficer. Report taken.

12:54 p.m. 911 caller re-
porting that a grey car
on Route 63 swerved and
dipped into a ditch, cor-
rected, and turned onto
Lake Pleasant Road. Re-
port taken.

1:50 p.m. 911 caller re-
ports she was driving on

Ami Fagin: Hundreds of ‘Visual Haiku’

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD - I found a local artist who makes some
very interesting prints, which she calls Visual Haiku graphics.
Her name is Ami Fagin and she is out of New Salem, Massa-
chusetts. “I have been here for 30 years,” she told me. “l am a

self-taught artist.”

Her art was on the website for Paradise City Arts in Northamp-
ton, which has an art show each year that she has been a part of.

She said she calls her watercolor art Visual Haiku because “I
used a rubric for each design, like a Haiku... I use that technique
when making these prints.” She has an official website, and told
me she does well with it when it comes to selling prints.

Fagin has been making reproductions and original fine art
since 1985. Many of her prints resemble landscapes, city-
scapes, and seascapes of some kind. She has one that is a sea-
scape with a lighthouse off to the side of it.

She uses watercolors to create the Visual Haiku prints. The
reproductions then get made, with each individual watercolor
turning into 250 editions of her art, which she prints, signs,
and frames by hand. Their quality is due to her “mastery in
high-definition digital print technology and the use of only-the-

best archival paper designed for fine art reproduction.”
Fagin started making these in 2015. She has published books,

One Hundred and One Visual Haiku Volumes 1, I1, and III, print-

ing over 300 of these Haiku in fine color for people to see.

Fagin has had a one-woman show at the Fruitlands Museum
in Harvard, Massachusetts, and her art is at the Mill District Gal-
lery in Ambherst. Fruitlands is apparently one of two esteemed
places to have a show at; another is the New England Open Mar-
ket. She has been doing shows at both places since 2015. She is
represented by the Michelson Galleries in Northampton.

Fagin is also the owner of 20th Century Illuminations print
studio, recently re-branded Ketubah In Design, which appar-
ently makes custom, illuminated wedding vows of many kinds

on commission for people.

“Off-the-Wall Canvas Creations” is another line of Fagin’s
work available through her website. It’s the most recent of her

work, coming from her visual haiku.

Some of the prints on her website were obviously made for
Christmas and Thanksgiving. One can be described as a house
with Christmas decorations in front of it, and another has a
musician playing a guitar next to a Christmas tree. That one is
titled “Season’s Entertainment at the Rod and Gun Club.”

The Thanksgiving one features turkeys and is named “60
Angry Birds.”

Two others that I found unique are one of a bunch of Lay’s
Chips, and one that features the Burger King logo.

COURTESY OF THIE ARTIST

Portland Head Light, from Ami Fagin’s Visual Haiku series.

You can find out about Ami Fagin and see all these prints

I mentioned at www.visualhaiku.graphics, and check out her
other studio at www.ketubahindesign.com.

Route 63 and someone cut
her off; she had to slam on
her brakes, and she has
a small child in the back
seat. Wanted it on record.
Report taken.

8:563 p.m. 911 caller re-
ports that a female party
took his bag while he was
at Unity Park and left on
a bicycle heading up the
Third Street hill. Caller
states his friend is trying
to catch up with her; ad-
vises female is wearing a
cheeseburger  backpack.
Officer checking First
and Grove Street area
after speaking with call-
er; Chestnut Street also
checked; negative contact.
Officer spoke with caller
again. Female was around
16 years old, all black
clothes, piercings in her
face. Investigated.

4:36 p.m. Caller reported
that today he was travel-
ing on Millers Falls Road
and an older man was rid-
ing a bike, so he pulled to
the left to give him some
room and did not see a
motorcycle going east-
bound at a high rate of
speed. Caller states that
ever since then, the guy
on the motorcycle has
shown up at the caller’s
workplace; he just came
there a few minutes ago,
revved his engine, then
took off. Would like a call
back from an officer. Ad-
vised of options.

Friday, 4/25

1:12 pm. Caller from
Fourth Street states that
a woman is letting a large
black dog run loose around
the apartments and it’s
scaring kids. Area checked;
no loose dogs located.

6:37 pm. 911 caller from
Turners Falls Road re-
ports that a vehicle that
was in an accident is in his
driveway. Second caller ad-
vising a female with a head
injury is bleeding from the
face. Call transferred to
Shelburne Control. Officer
requesting tow.

7:32 pm. Party into sta-
tion reporting that they
came up from New Jer-
sey to rent an apartment
in Turners Falls, and the
landlord wanted payment
in gift cards. Referred to
an officer.

Saturday, 4/26

1:02 am. Greenfield PD
requesting female officer
for a search. Officer will
respond to their depart-
ment to assist.

5:44 a.m. Caller from Oak-
man Street states his ve-
hicle was gone through
overnight. At this time,
does not believe anything
was taken. Advised caller
incident would be logged
and someone would call
him. Officer left message.
8:59 a.m. Walk-in report-
ing that he is going to
his residence to perform
some repairs to the prop-
erty; his ex-girlfriend
who still lives there states
that she will call police if

he shows up. No orders
in place; house owned by
male; female is attempting
to claim tenant rights. Fe-
male party called in; male
party is there, and she
doesn’t want him there.
Situation mediated; both
parties advised of options.
12:09 p.m. Caller’s truck
was broken into on High
Street; it wasn’t locked,
but nothing was taken;
just papers all over the
place. Wanted it noted.
Report taken.

4:14 p.m. 911 caller from
Greenfield Road states
grandmother pull-
ing into driveway and hit
a car head-on. Unknown
injuries. OnStar advises
crash detected with air-
bag deployment; no voice
contact. Both operators
out of vehicles. Officer
requesting tow for both.
Both  parties  declined
medical attention.

6:36 p.m. Walk-in states
that a vehicle has been

was

parked on his property
on Bridge Street for over
a month; he doesn’t know
who it belongs to. Mes-
sage left with vehicle own-
er to contact MPD about
getting car off property.
Property owner will give
vehicle owner four or five
days to move it. Caller
called back stating he is
working on getting a tow
when he gets his check on
the 1st.

7:47 p.m. Caller from Oak-
man Street states someone
went through his vehicle
last night and he has it on
camera. Investigated.
10:17 p.m. Caller states
he has driven by the Book
Mill a few times today and
there is a vehicle with two
people sitting in it. Caller
states they have had a cou-
ple of break-ins in the past
few months and would like
an officer to check on the
vehicle. Business is closed;
vehicle last seen two min-
utes ago. Young man and
girl hanging out; they
were moved along.
Sunday, 4/27

12:30 am. 911 caller ad-
vises she can hear and see
people inside St. Stanis-
laus Society on K Street
and it appears people are
arguing and getting into
each other’s faces. Caller
advises men and women
are involved and the noise
woke her up. Officer ad-
vises prior to arrival there
was a verbal argument;
involved male left before
PD arrived. Officer states
individuals inside location
refused to provide names
or any further information.
1:04 am. Caller from
Franklin Street reports a
small SUV with one oc-
cupant parked next to a
fire hydrant. Caller states
vehicle and person have
been there for a number of
hours. Officer advises he
checked on vehicle. Female
was in vehicle and was
resting. No issues.
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By MANDY MUDBALLS

GREENFIELD - All five heads
at the failed art opening flew toward
the doorway as a manicured wrist
slithered into the Greenfield Public
Access Television Station office-
turned-art gallery.

The wrist was followed by a bald
head, topped with a Russian fur hat,
upon the apex of which gleamed
a Greenfield Police Department
badge adorned with its wearer’s
pronouns: she/they.

“Here to protect and serve!” she
proclaimed to the patrons — and un-
touched Stop & Shop charcuterie
platter — in the office covered with

watercolor paintings of Poet’s Seat
Tower, which included accurate
renditions of the structure’s iconic
graffiti.

That was the first time I laid eyes
upon the Downtown Greenfield
Business District Police Officer
Chloe Ranger.

“I believe that all cops are bas-
tards, but as long as we have the po-
lice, I feel like it should only be drag
queens,” says Ranger, unprompted,
as we sit down for the conversation
that would become the backbone of
this article, even though she is in
fact a member of the police and is
not a drag queen.

I am interested in speaking with

To Be or Not To Be:
An Interview with Greenfield’s
Only Transgender Cop

Ranger because I don’t want a cop
at my rave, and neither do any of
my numerous transgender friends
and catgirlfriends. At my noise
show potluck, the only sirens I
want to hear are the ones coming
from hand-built synthesizers. At
my Lesbian Olympics, I don’t want
anyone showing up in a police uni-
form that isn’t a stripper.

That is to say, [ want to hear from
Ranger how she squares her queer
identity with her job as the Green-
field Police Department’s only
transgender cop. It seemed to me as
an abolitionist, as a queer person,
and, perhaps more importantly, as
someone who was born to hang and
is unable to spend a moment with-
out my buddies, that this must be a
lonely situation, as most queer peo-
ple are not interested in spending
time with a cop, and as her fellow
cops have not historically been kind
to people of her identity.

“Often I either have to defend

why I chose to be a police offi-
cer, or just say that I’m bad at it,”
Ranger says about her role on the
force. “Everyone interprets that
to be like, I just let anybody do
whatever they want. But really I
just don’t marginalize any people.
So in reality, I’'m an exceptionally
good ‘good cop’... I'm very, very,
very, very good.”

Ranger says she believes the role
of the police should be constantly
evaluated, and is seeking answers
to the question of “how [her] com-
munity wants to be policed.” To her
in her role as the Downtown Busi-
ness District Police Officer, this
looks like forming relationships
with people who face housing inse-
curities, understanding drug addic-
tion as disease rather than crime, and
trying to make Main Street a place
“for everybody.” (She explained
this “everybody” as including even
people who “buy kombucha at the
co-op” and people who live in tents

near the Green River, even as she
characterized this as a “Pete Butti-
gieg answer.”)

“We enforce the laws that we
want to enforce based on what the
community wants,” Ranger says,
adding that she’s trying to synthe-
size lots of different people’s hopes
for Greenfield.

Hailing from Amherst’s Cush-
man Village, Ranger worked for a
short time as a comedy writer before
joining Deerfield’s EMT force, and
later its police force as a part-time
officer. (I hope that when my own
comedy writing career inevitably
flops, I do not become a cop, just a
creator of hilarious annual reports
and spreadsheets.)

“I was chief of the ambulance
service for a decade, and then
COVID hit and my egg cracked,”
she says. “I was like, ‘Oh shit, I’'m
trans. Oh my god.” When I started
transitioning, Deerfield went super

see TLWFYITE next page
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sour on me — after a 20-year career,
I was suddenly a persona non grata.
I was just saying it; | wasn’t even
really transitioning openly.”

After this experience Ranger
got a job working remotely for the
state of Massachusetts, where she
served as the deputy director of the
organization that regulates emer-
gency services.

“It was a great job on paper, but
it was sucking my will to live,” says
Ranger, explaining that the remote
nature of it was nearly impossible for
her because she is such an extrovert.

Ranger was then approached by
the new Greenfield Chief of Police,
Dodd Todge, who recruited her
to the new position of Downtown
Business District Police Officer in
2024. She accepted the offer even
though it meant taking a pay cut.

I ask Ranger if she thinks this
move was an attempt to overcor-
rect from the last police chief, who
lost a case and then an appeal find-
ing he conducted racial discrimina-
tion against a Black officer. To this,
Ranger replies: “l don’t think that
[Todge] needs to be held account-
able for the sins of the person before

him, but | do think he should be held
accountable for the sins of policing.”

Ranger assures me that Todge
does not even roll his eyes when
she jokingly refers to the police
headquarters on High Street as the
“dom station,” in relation to the sub
station on Main Street.

“[Todge] misgenders me less
than | misgender myself,” she adds.

“My damage is that I have to be a
martyr,” Ranger tells me. “I’m like,
“Tell me what you need, I’ll do it —
anything to make you happy or com-
fortable. I will sacrifice all of these
things myself to make sure that you
have one iota of happiness.”

“I’ve been much better received
and loved and welcomed by public
safety enforcement than | have by
the queer community,” she says.

This seems to me to be the crux
of the dissonance between Ranger’s
stated goals and her self: she says
that she is willing to set aside her
own belonging in community for
the sake of that community, but
then, whose feedback is she receiv-
ing to inform her decisions?

I am not here to litigate Ranger’s
identity, but it seems to me that in
order to be a conduit for the desires

RECIPES from page B1

ceramic, usually terra cotta, its
serving cover forms a cone with
a topknot. Set over a shallow base
it is cunningly designed to make
food meltingly tender. Inside the
rising steam has nowhere to go
except up that cone, where it con-
denses, turning the toughest meats
into succulent delicacies.
Moroccans are not the only peo-
ple to come up with such a pan. A
Dutch oven, or a deep, tightly lidded
casserole, works in the same way.
Using one of these pans, a slow
cooker, or even a pressure cooker
as many Moroccans now do, we

can easily cook tagines. Among
their charms is variety and flexibil-
ity. Meat-based tagine recipes typ-
ically work equally well with beef,
lamb, or veal. Veal also substitutes
for chicken.

A tagine that calls for apricots
could have prunes instead — or some
of both. Pears can replace apples. In
Morocco potatoes or bread usually
accompany tagines, but you could
serve a rice pilaf.

Here are some recipes. In all cas-
es quantities are approximate, be-
cause they depend on your
preferences and the size of
cooking dish you are using.

MEAT TAGINE
WITH APRICOTS AND ALMONDS

Lamb is the most popular meat in Morocco, but beef
works in this recipe too. Use whichever you prefer.

1% to 2 Ib. shoulder lamb chops
or stewing beef

2 tsp. powdered cumin

1% tsp. cinnamon

1 tsp. hot paprika or pimenton
picante

2 Thsp. olive oil

1 large onion, chopped

2 garlic cloves, minced

2 tsp. honey (optional)

salt to taste

% Ib. dried apricots

% cup skinned almonds, or
3 Thsp. sliced almonds

1 to 2 tsp. sesame seeds (optional)

Trim any excess fat off the meat,
then lightly dust it with a little of
the cumin, cinnamon, and papri-
ka. Set aside. Turn the oven to 275
degrees.

Put the oil in the tagine or oth-
er pan, add the chopped onion and
garlic, and cook gently for 4 or
5 minutes. Stir in the remaining
spices. Put the meat on top and add
enough cold water to just cover.
Add the honey and salt to taste.

If using whole almonds, put
half of them in now. (Leave sliced
almonds for later.)

Transfer to the oven and cook
for 2 to 3 hours, or until the meat

HOPLEY PROTOS

is very tender.

As soon as you put the meat in
the oven, rinse the apricots, put
them in a bowl, cover with plenty
of water, and let soak for an hour.
Transfer to a small saucepan and
cook gently until tender, adding
more water as needed. Reserve.

To finish the tagine, add the apri-
cots about 15 minutes before serv-
ing time, and continue cooking in
the oven. For serving, remove the
tagine, add the remaining whole
almonds or flaked almonds. If you
like, garnish with sesame seeds.

of the queer community, one must
have experience in queer spaces to
draw from to inform your actions.
Like I said, I don’t want to find out
that the person | just trespassed with
into an abandoned factory to scope
out a new location for a free store
could arrest me for it. | believe that
queerness and the police are in direct
opposition — we didn’t get the phrase
“be gay, do crime” for nothing. To
me, queerness is about collective
rebellion against traditional norms,
and the police are literal agents of the
government, something even more
repressive than said norms.

Do | think that Ranger, as a per-
son, deserves to feel a sense of be-
longing and find queer joy just as
I have with my three trans room-
mates? Yes. But do | think that
Ranger would fare better if she took
her hopes for community-building
outside of the police force and just
became an underpaid social worker
like everyone else?

Also yes.

True Love Will Find
You in the End,

Mandy Mudballs
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CHICKEN AND APPLE TAGINE

large pinch saffron, or % tsp.
turmeric

4 large chicken thighs or legs

1% tsp. powdered ginger

1 tsp. cumin

salt and pepper to taste

1 Thsp. oil

1 Thsp. butter

1 medium onion, chopped

1 garlic clove, minced

3 Thsp. chopped parsley

2 firm eating apples such as
Golden Delicious, Gingergold,
or Granny Smith

If using saffron, put in a small
bowl with a quarter cup of warm
water an hour or two before you
start cooking. Trim excess fat
from the chicken, then rub in a lit-
tle of the ginger and cumin, plus

salt and pepper to taste. Turn the
oven to 275 degrees.

Heat the oil and butter. Gently
cook the onion in it for 4 or 5 min-
utes. Add the garlic along with the
remaining ginger and cumin, plus
the turmeric if you are using it. Sit
the chicken pieces on top. Scatter
on the parsley. If using saffron, add
it with its liquid now.

Add enough water to reach the
top of the chicken, cover, and trans-
fer to the oven. Cook for 60 minutes
or until the chicken is very tender.

Peel the apples and slice them
thickly. Add the slices, replace the
lid, and cook for another 15 min-
utes or until the apple is cooked.
The apple should not fall apart, so
do not choose Maclntosh or other
varieties that quickly disintegrate.

MONKFISH TAGINE
WITH CHERMOULA AND VEGETABLES

Morocco has a long Atlantic coast, and fish is popular. Choose a firm fish for a tagine.
Chermoula is a Moroccan herb-and-spice sauce or marinade.

For the chermoula:

large pinch of saffron threads

(optional)
3 or 4 Thsp. olive oil
freshly squeezed juice of 2 lemons
1 tsp. cumin
2 Thsp. finely chopped cilantro
2 Thsp. finely chopped parsley
% tsp. hot paprika or dash

of cayenne

1 or 2 big garlic cloves, minced
Y tsp. cinnamon

For the monkfish:

1 Thsp. olive oil

1% Ib. monkfish (or swordfish) tails

salt and freshly ground black
pepper to taste

16 small potatoes

1 large green pepper

2 large tomatoes, sliced

% cup diced tomatoes, fresh or
canned

If using saffron, put the threads
in a small bowl with 2 Thsp. of
warm water first and set aside for 2
to 3 hours.

To make the chermoula, mix the
olive oil and lemon juice in a small
bowl, then stir in half the cumin and
all the other ingredients. Stir well
and set aside.

To make the fish and vegetables,
wash and pat dry the fish. Cut into
serving pieces, then season with
salt, black pepper, and the remaining

cumin from the chermoula recipe.

Place in a glass or ceramic dish,
and spread half the chermoula on
top. Also add the saffron and its
liquid, or half a cup of water if you
are not using saffron. Let rest for an
hour, or longer if more convenient.

When ready to proceed, turn the
oven to 275 degrees. Oil the base
and side of a tagine or ceramic or
enamel casserole. Put the tomato
slices on the bottom, making sure
it is entirely covered. Season them
with salt and pepper.

Pour on the remaining chermou-
la, then place the fish on top. Wash
the potatoes and cut them into thin
slices, and put about a third of them
on the fish with the green pepper
cut in strips. Arrange the remaining
potatoes around the dish, and sea-
son with salt. Scatter on the diced
tomatoes. Cover tightly.

Cook for 45 to 50 minutes, then
check to see if the potatoes are done.
If not, continue cooking for another
10 or 20 minutes. Serve with crusty
bread or rice.
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EVENTS

submissions:
events@montaguereporter.org

THURSDAY, MAY 1

Peskeompskut Park, Turners
Falls: Bread & Roses Parade
and Rally, face painting, brass
band, march to Discovery
Center, speakers. 5 p.m. Free.

FRIDAY, MAY 2

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Nice & Easy
Walk. 1 p.m. Free.

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Bird Migration
Madness. Presentation about
migration, nesting, habitat,
and bird song, with crafts and
a matching game. For all ages.

Materials provided. 4 p.m. Free.

Waterway Arts, Turners
Falls: Opening reception
for Art=Work, May group
show. 5 p.m. Free.

Easthampton Film Fest,
Easthampton: Film screening,

Deja Brew, Wendell:
Myrtle Street Klezmer.
8 p.m. No cover.

Last Ditch, Greenfield:
All Out, hyperpop
dance party. 8 p.m. $.

Rat Trap, Holyoke: Phréeggs,
NRG, Creative Writing,
Mental Irrigation. 8 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, MAY 3

Peskeompskut Park, Turners
Falls: Great Falls Farmers
Market opening day. Market
will run every Saturday
through October. SNAP
accepted.9am.to1p.m. $

Wissatinnewag, Greenfield:
Guided Visit and Hike, led by
Nolumbeka Project president
David Brule and land steward
Brent Pitcher. The talk and
walk will cover stories of the

ecological, and archaeological
perspective.” Space is limited;
for details and registration see

Writing the Resistance, with
land from a “spiritual, historical, authors Sim Kern, Hannah
Moushabeck, and George
Abraham. 5:30 p.m. $$.

Tallywhacker. 5 p.m. $.

YMCA, Greenfield:
Movement-Based
Empowerment Workshop,
with Estelle from Box Your
Way Fit! Register at tinyurl.
com/boxingtofit. 6 p.m. Free.

LAVA Center, Greenfield:
Opening reception for
Portraits in RED: Missing and
Murdered Indigenous People,
by Nayana LaFond. 6 p.m. Free.

Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Drew Paton.
6:30 p.m. No cover.

Element Brewing Company,
Millers Falls: David Brule & His
Irish Band. 6:30 p.m. No cover.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
New England Repertory
Orchestra.7 p.m. $.

Hutghi's, Westfield:
GDI, Gagu, Hedge,
Scorpion Porch. 7 p.m. $.

Nova Arts, Keene:
Dead Gowns, Rick Rude,
Footings. 7 p.m. $.

tinyurl.com/Wissatinnewag.
9:30 a.m. Free.

French King Bowling, Erving:
Bowl for Kids” Sake, fundraiser
for Big Brothers Big Sisters

of Western Mass. See
www.bbbswm.org/events

to register teams. 10 a.m. $.

LAVA Center, Greenfield:
Opening reception

for landscape painter
Steven Howe. 11 a.m. Free.

Holyoke Senior Center,
Holyoke: Flywheel Zine
Fest. 11 a.m. Free.

New Salem Public Library, New
Salem: Animal Talk, presented
by master herpetologist
Jessica Decoteau. Learn about
the lives and habits of lizards
and amphibians. Featuring live
reptiles. 1 p.m. Free.

CitySpace, Easthampton:
Bluegrass jam session.
4 p.m. Free.

Sub Rosa, Northampton:
Queers for Palestine:

Deep Thoughts,

Nova Arts, Keene: Gaslight
Tinkers, Miles Hewitt. 7 p.m. $.

Workshop13, Ware:
The Big League Collective,
Norma Dream. 7 p.m. $.

Solar Canopy, Hampshire
College: Barbie.Al, Clock
Serum, Ice Rasta, Primitive
Accumulation, Alex Zhang
Hungtai, id m theft able, World
Babe Center, zbs.fm, Bently
Anderson. 6 p.m. By donation.

Northampton: Wishbone
Zoé, All Feels. 6 p.m $.

Last Ditch, Greenfield: Lung,
Dollflower, PMS. 7 p.m. $.

Shea Theater, Turners

Falls: Tony Montanaro:

A Love Story, one-woman
multi-media show by Karen
Montanaro, with opener
Jack Golden. 7:30 p.m. $.

Guiding Star Grange,
Greenfield: Contra dance with
Wild Asparagus, beginners’
workshop, George Marshall
calling. 7:30 p.m. $.

SUBMITTED IMACGE

Check ont the opening reception for Greenfield artist Kimiko Donoboe’s new show,
Japanese Pop Art & Landscape, #his Friday at 6:30 p.m. at Northfield
Mount Hermon. Donobne’s subjects include landmarks on the NMH campus.

Mullins Center, UMass
Amherst: Tinashe. 8 p.m. $.

Marigold, Brattleboro:
beetsblog, JustLee.
8:30 p.m. Free.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Dr. J. 9:30 p.m. No cover.

SUNDAY, MAY 4

Yankee Candle Headquarters,
South Deerfield: 20th Annual
Antique Truck Show. Vendors,
food, raffle. Rain or shine, all
welcome. 8 am. to 2 p.m. Free.

Montague Center

Common, Montague:

May Day Celebration.
Begins with procession

from post office, followed
by carol singing, maypole
dancing, and Morris dancing.
Participants encouraged

to bring a picnic. 10 a.m.

to 1 p.m. Free.

Stationery Factory, Dalton:
Central Berkshire Record
Show. 10 am.to 4 p.m. $.

Franklin Community Co-op
Community Room, Greenfield:
First Sunday Word, open

mic and featured readers.

1 p.m. By donation.

EXHIBITS

Waterway Arts, Turners Falls:
Art=Work, group show, May 1
through June 6; opening reception
this Friday, May 2 from 5 to 8 p.m.

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: Where We Are, Together, paintings
by Cameron Schmitz, through May 26.

Montague Center Library:

Ann Feitelson: Quilts, through this
Friday, May 2. This Monday, May 5
from 5:30 to 7 p.m., opening reception
for Art/Poetry, Poetry/Art, group
exhibition running through July 2.

Sawmill River Arts, Montague
Center: Vanessa Kerby, guest
artist showing ceramics through May.

Rhodes Art Center, Northfield

Mount Hermon, Gill: Japanese Pop Art
& Landscape, paintings by Greenfield
artist Kimiko Donohoe. Through

May 30, with an opening reception

this Friday, May 2 from 6:30 to 8 pm.

Leverett Crafts & Arts, Leverett:
The Perennials, group show by

10 local painters. Opening reception
this Sunday, May 4 from 3 to 5 p.m.

Artspace Gallery, Greenfield:
Opening reception Friday, May 9
from 5 to 8 p.m. for Lydia M. Kinney,
solo exhibition; The Overlap,

GCC student group exhibition.

Both through June 13.

LAVA Center, Greenfield:

New Roots in Riverbanks, exhibit about
Eastern European immigrants to the
valley, through May. Opening reception
Friday, May 2 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for
Portraits in RED: Missing and Murdered
Indigenous People, paintings by Nayanna
LaFond, through July; opening reception
Saturday, May 3 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for
paintings by Steve Howe, through May.

Fiddleheads Gallery, Northfield:
STEAM Art and Science, group

show of art that incorporates
elements of science, through May 18.

Gallery A3, Amherst: Opening reception
this Thursday, May 1at 5 p.m. for
Confluence, paintings by Paula Hite.

Science & Engineering Library,
UMass Amherst: The Soil Beneath Us,
mixed media works by Malaika Ross
about the rhizosphere; Harvesting
Color: A Seasonal Journal, art about
ecology and herbalism using a variety
of green alchemic processes by
Tonya Lemos. Both through May 30.

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shelburne
Falls: Moments in Time, illustrations
by Fabio Deponte, through June 9.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne:
Copper Etchings in Bloom, by

Bobbi Angell, and Dreams From

My World, oil paintings by Trina Sears
Sternstein, both through June 29
with an opening reception next
Saturday, May 10, from 2 to 4 p.m.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Indigo Dyeing
and Shibori. Hands-on
workshop with Gail Callahan.
For adults, and children

ages 6 and up accompanied
by an adult. 1 p.m. Free.

Vermont Jazz Center,
Brattleboro: Spring 2025
Student Showcase.

1 p.m. By donation.

Erving Public Library, Erving:
Author Talk, Local author
Esther Johnson will discuss
her mother’s life in Finland
and immigration to America,
and her new book Millie’s Life
in Recipes and Stories, An
Immigrant’s Story. 2 p.m. Free.

Polish American Club, South
Deerfield: Pioneer Valley
Balfolk Dance, a French-
Breton dance party celebrating
La Féte des Muguets, or Lily

of the Valley Day. No partner
necessary. Instruction and
hors d’oeuvres provided.
Potluck and jam session,

2:45 p.m.; dance, 4 p.m. $

Greenfield High School,
Greenfield: Franklin County
Community Chorus Spring
Concert. 3 p.m. $.

Brewery at Four Star Farms,
Northfield: Rosie Porter.
3 p.m. No cover.

Blue Rock Restaurant,
Shelburne Falls: Shelburne
Falls Area Women'’s Club
Centennial Celebration
with cocktails, buffet meal,
entertainment, and guest
speakers. RSVP to christine.
baronas@gmail.com or
(413) 625-6697. 4 p.m. $.

Feeding Tube Records,
Florence: Connect 4.
4 p.m. No cover.

Palladium, Worcester:

Dying Fetus, Cradle of Filth,
Fleshgod Apocalypse, Ne
Obliviscalis, Undeath, Vomit
Forth, Corpse Pile. 4 p.m. $.

Progression Brewing,
Northampton: Reading,
Richard I, presented by Valley
Players. 6 p.m. By donation.

The Tank, Agawam:
Geronimostilton, Silent
Spring, Letters of Marque,
Feeble Hands, KG and the
Heartbreakers. 6 p.m. $.

Stone Church, Brattleboro:
AJJ, Jake McKelvie.7 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Emily Margaret Band,
NCPsound. 8 p.m. No cover.

MONDAY, MAY 5

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Open Mic with Jim McRae.
8:30 p.m. No cover.

TUESDAY, MAY 6

New Salem Public Library,
New Salem: Songs and
Stories of Appalachia and
Rural America with Michael
and Carrie Kline. 7 p.m. Free.

Marigold Theater,
Easthampton: DiTrani
Brothers, Resonant
Rogues, Bandit Queen
of Sorrows. 7:30 p.m. $.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7

Treasure Shop, Hadley:
Takaat, Carinae, Dust Witch,
Doomsday Device.7 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Half Shaved Jazz.
8 p.m. No cover.

THURSDAY, MAY 8

Terrazza Restaurant,
Greenfield: Power to
Persevere, benefit for
NELCWIT with Two For Jazz,
keynote speaker Rev. Dr.
Andrea Ayvazian. Sliding scale
tickets at www.givebutter.
com/P2P2025.5 p.m. $.

ELl SMITH PHOTO
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Palladium, Worcester:
Emperor, Wolves In The
Throne Room. 7 p.m. $.

Last Ditch, Greenfield:
Dumbest Fella Alive;
Hush, Puppy; Someone
Else. 7:30 p.m. $.

Shea Theater, Turners
Falls: Roomful of Blues,
Dave Keller. 8 p.m. $.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The
Hendersons. 8 p.m. No cover.

Tillis Hall, UMass Amherst:
Bruce Hornsby & YMusic
present BrhyM. 8 p.m. $.

The Drake, Amherst: Splendid
Torch, High Tea. 8 p.m. $.

Dream Away Lodge, Becket:
Mike & Ruthy, Warm Shadows.
8 p.m. No cover.

Peter Stampfel of the Holy (and Unholy) Modal Rounders comes to Turners Falls
next Saturday to compete with the Laylor Swift tribute band at the Shea 'Theater.

Ambherst Cinema, Amherst:
Film, Far Out: Life On &
After the Commune, with
post-film discussion with
director Charles Light and
commune members. 7 p.m. $.

Nova Arts, Keene: William
Tyler, Jake McKelvie,
Frozen Corn.7 p.m. $.

FRIDAY, MAY 9

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Nice & Easy
Walk. 1 p.m. Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell:
Village Neighbors Meetup.
4 p.m. Free.

Wendell Meetinghouse,
Wendell: Community Freestyle
Dance. 6:30 p.m. By donation.

Montague Common Hall,
Montague Center: Montague
Square Dance, with Sally
Newton, Michael Donahue,
Alex Scala and caller Sally
Newton. Jammers welcome.
Families welcome for circle
dances and beginner
squares, 6:30 p.m; regular
squares, 8 p.m. By donation.

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Michael Nix,
Gloria Matlock, and Twice
as Smart Children’s Chaoir.

7 p.m. By donation.

Iron Horse, Northampton:
Kris Delmhorst, Rose
Cousins. 7 pm. $.

Holyoke Media, Holyoke:
Videodrome, Miracle Blood,
Perennial, Velveteen. 7 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Electric Bonnie, Aeolian
Circuit. 9:30 p.m. No cover.

SATURDAY, MAY 10

Franklin County Fairgrounds,
Greenfield: Franklin County's
Largest Tag Sale 2025.
8:30 am. to 2 p.m. Free.

Greenfield Skatepark,
Greenfield: Celebration

of Life: Dallas Anthony
Willor. "We will be honoring
Dallas with a gift of nature,
growth, and skateboarding
on his birthday.” 11 a.m.

to 1 p.m. Free.

LAVA Center, Greenfield: Cut
to the Chase: Writing Short
Stories, a writing workshop

for teens with young adult
author Kip Wilson. Registration
required at tinyurl.com/
LAVAwriting. 12 p.m. Free.

Leverett Public Library,
Leverett: Tool Care Fair
and Plant Share.

12:30 to 3 p.m. Free.

Unity Park, Turners Falls:
Mdsica Franklin's 7th Annual
Fun Fest, with Jazzkia Meets
HipHop, Larksgrove, Orquesta
Sensacional, student
performers, interactive drum
circle with Abdou Sarr,
puppet-led dance party, arts
and crafts, and vendors. For all
ages. 12:30 p.m. Free.

Wendell Free Library, Wendell:
Opening reception, paintings
by Nina Keller.1to 3 p.m. Free.

Energy Park, Greenfield:
Cranky-Fest, epic illustrated
storytelling. 2 p.m. Free.

Great Falls Discovery
Center, Turners Falls:
Shared Spaces: Creating
Bird-Friendly Cities and
Communities, celebrating
World Migratory Bird Day
with ornithologist Chad
Witko. 2 p.m. Free.

Incandescent Brewing,
Bernardston: AfterGlo.
6 p.m. No cover.

Raven Used Books,
Shelburne Falls: Book

talk, KUNI: A Japanese
Vision and Practice for
Urban-Rural Reconnection
by Richard McCarthy.
Refreshments. 6 p.m. Free.

Tori Town, Holyoke: Stay
At Home Dads, The Buddy
System Forever, Gianna,
Hush Puppy. 6:30 p.m. $.

Great Falls Harvest, Turners
Falls: Peter Stampfel,
Wednesday Knudsen,
Cosmic Ray, J. Burkett,
Junk Orbit. 7 p.m. $.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Mdsica Franklin afterparty
with Saskia Laroo, jam
session. 7 p.m. No cover.

Wendell Meetinghouse,
Wendell: Community Contra
Dance. 7 p.m. By donation.

CitySpace, Easthampton:
The Maladaptive, Mibble,
Maeve, Solimar.7 p.m. $.

Marigold Theater,
Easthampton: Loboko, Lollise,
Selector Tomds. 7 p.m. $.

Shea Theater, Turners
Falls: 13, Taylor Swift
tribute. 7:30 p.m. $.

Episcopal Church of
Saints James and Andrew,
Greenfield: Teenagers!
Works of Mozart,

Shubert, and other
historical composers
written in their teens,
presented by Da Camera
Singers. 7:30 p.m. Free.

Guiding Star Grange,
Greenfield: Contra dance
with Countercurrent Duo,

Liz Nelson calling. 7:45 p.m. $.

The Drake, Amherst: Spellling,
Feminine Aggression,
Jessi's World. 8 p.m. $.

Hutghi's, Westfield: Weegee,
Red Herrings, lan St. George
& The Emergency Index,
Creative Writing. 8 p.m. $.

Mahaiwe Performing Arts
Center, Great Barrington:
Del McCoury Band. 8 p.m. $$.

Marigold Theater,
Easthampton: Amulette,
Mutineer, Monarchs
and Masses. $. 8:30 p.m.

Iron Horse, Northampton:
Food House, Avas.
10:30 p.m. $.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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looking forward...

TUESDAY, MAY 13

Wendell Meetinghouse,
Wendell: Honoring

Our Elders: Patricia
Miller. 6:30 p.m. Free.

FRIDAY, MAY 16

The Drake, Amherst: Gold
Dust, The Croaks, Silvie's
Okay, Mibble. 8 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, MAY 17

Last Ditch, Greenfield:
Film & Gender, Nurse
Joy, K.O. Queen,
Space Camp. 7 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, MAY 24

Midnight's, Brattleboro:
Landowner, beetsblog,
Pond 1000. 8 p.m. $.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28

Stone Church, Brattleboro:
Combo Chimbita. 8 p.m. $.

THURSDAY, JUNE 5

Belltower Records,
North Adams: Linda
Smith, Cindy, Jeanines,
Kryssi B. 7:30 p.m. $.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11

West Whately Chapel,
Whately: Rani Arbo

& daisy mayhem,

Darlin’ Corey. 7:30 p.m. $.

FRIDAY, JUNE 27

CitySpace, Easthampton:
Murphy’s Law, The Take,
Pink Slip, Green Street
Fiends.7 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, JUNE 28

Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Don Gad..
9:30 p.m. No cover.

SUNDAY, JULY 13

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Judy Collins. 7:30 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, JULY 19

MASS MoCA, North Adams:
Sarah Sherman. 8 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, JULY 26

Palladium, Worcester: Hot
Water Music. 7:30 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9

Iron Horse, Northampton:
Bonnie “Prince” Billy,
Tashi Dorji. 7 p.m. $.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary,
Easthampton: Josh Ritter
& The Royal City Band,
Amy Helm, Steve Poltz,
Cloudbelly, more.

10:30 am. $.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Tree House, Deerfield:
Godspeed You! Black
Emperor. 7 p.m. $.
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FOOT from page B1
private room. Nice!

It was Monday, December 23,
2024. 1 had to stay at the hospital,
and security had to keep watch on
me that night. In the morning they
put on a GPS unit. | was on my own.

Hospital food is different from
jail food; it is bland and served in
smaller portions, but on the upside,
there’s more variety to choose
from. They had pudding for snacks
anytime, plus chocolate ice cream
and fresh fruit, too. But, they count
calories.

TV sucked big time because
there were only about 13 channels. |
did not watch much TV. In the hos-
pital you mostly just take your pain
meds and sleep.

Finally, the MRI was done.

It was Friday, December 27, and
they were ready to do surgery. | met
surgeons and they talked with me
about removal of my big toe. They
also talked about a below-knee
amputation. | was getting scared!
What the F###!? This started out
as a blister and now they’re talking
about cutting off my foot, | thought.
Why is this happening to me?

Soon they moved me into sur-
gery and put me under. | woke up
to see that my foot was there. | was
happy. My foot was wrapped up and
I spent the weekend waiting for the
post-surgery inspection on Monday.

Finally, it was Tuesday, Decem-
ber 31 and | was headed back to
jail. When 1 got back to booking,
Sam from the medical department
was waiting for me. He asked about
how | felt and what needs | may
have going forward. He also told
me that | would need to transfer
back to D-Pod from Minimum, and
I would get a handicap cell, too. |
understood why. | was not happy,
but back to D-Pod I went.

Is this roller coaster over yet?

A few days later | headed to fol-
low-up appointments. The surgeon
was not happy with the wound. It
was not healing, and getting worse —
the infection was spreading. He told
the COs to take me to the ER, and he
would call ahead.

At the ER, me and the COs were
just waiting back in the hallway.
The ER was busy. Finally they
got me a room. They strapped on
a GPS and wished me luck. The
hospital also had me clean myself
with special wipes, and then off to
pre-op | went.

Pre-op is where you meet the
surgeons to talk about your pro-
cedure and sign the paper work.

I did both of these and then they
wheeled me down the hall and
through the doors. This room is su-
per bright, wow! They started the
0,, then I was out. Next | woke up
back in pre-op. They asked how
my pain level was, and then back
to the room. Great, it was time to
feed me! | was waiting all day with
no food or water.

At this point | was taking IV
med at all times, sometimes in both
arms. The nurses checked my vitals,
too. They are nice. They do a lot and
sometimes they’re hard to find even
with the call button. The bed folds
up and down and if you try to get
out, the alarm will sound.

I was in the hospital for about
20 days this time around, which is
a long time. | had a lot of visitors
this time. Bernie stopped by and he
was super helpful. He listened to me
vent — “What the F###” — over and
over. He helped me with questions |
needed to ask, and got me the infor-
mation too. Emily and her supervi-
sor stopped over to make sure that |
knew they would help me through
this. They asked if there was any-
thing that | needed and they hooked
me up with t-shirts and underwear
—things | needed.

| appreciated everyone’s visit, and
I would like to thank all of them.

After the testing, IVs, and the
debridement, they weren’t sure if
they could save my foot. | needed
to make a choice to save the part
of the leg I had. It was a sad time.
At the time | was thinking about
how life would be without my leg.
Hopefully this is the last time I’d
have to do surgery.

I still needed to do a stress test
and a CAT scan, but then | was
ready. Finally, on Wednesday it
was time again. | woke up under
the pain meds, looked down, and
it was gone. My foot was gone.
What the F###?! | spent the next
two days there for observation, and
then back to jail.

I was glad to be leaving.

Once | was back in booking at
the jail, Nurse Sam was waiting for
me again. They wheeled me down to
D-Pod, and my friends were happy
to see me. They asked me if | needed
anything from them, and they also
gave me space from classes because
I was on bed rest for two weeks. The
staff was super cool with extra gear —
this made a big difference — and now
I am back to classes and the pain is
under control.

Physical therapy is going well.
My therapist is cool and funny.

RAGES & PLAGES

MAGEIE SADOWAY PHOTO

Turners Falls resident Asa “A]” Bucinskas, 8, a whizz at jigsaw pugzles,
concentrates hard as he tries to beat his own speed record for a 100-piece challenge.

She works with me twice a week,
but wants me to work on my own
too. If I don’t fall and hurt myself
in these next two weeks they should
be taking out my staples, and I will
be able to start a new chapter in my
life getting a prosthetic foot.

I am ready for the new challenge.
I hope that my readers get the feel-
ing that this was a bad time, but |
needed to stay positive and work
it out. There’s a lot of people that
supported me, too, and | want to say
thank you to everyone.

This article first appeared in
The Light, a newsletter by Franklin
County Jail and House of Correction
(FCSO) residents.

Some of the writers join The
Light already devoted to writing,
while others discover love for writ-
ing through their participation. The
students engage in process-oriented
work to create stories and art, in-
cluding personal essays, op-eds, rec-
ipes, poems, research articles, and
other explorations of interest to them
and their peers, coalesc-
ing into a new issue every
eight to 10 weeks.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Sign Up for the Brick House 5K!

TURNERS FALLS - The Brick
House Community Resource Cen-
ter’s annual 5K fundraiser will take
place Saturday, May 17, at 10 a.m.
on the Canalside Rail Trail bike
path in Unity Park. Everyone is in-
vited to attend this fun, communi-
ty-spirited event! Walkers, rollers,
and skaters are welcome to sign
up for a non-competitive one-mile-
course. Prizes have been donated by
numerous local vendors.

Online pre-registration at
www.brickhousecommunity.org/5k/
is encouraged. Kids 18 and young-
er can register for free, and there
are “pay what you can,” donation,
and fundraising options on the page.
Standard pre-registration is $40, and
race day registration will be $45.

All proceeds will help the Brick
House provide programming which
supports individual, family, and
community  well-being through
collaboration on economic devel-
opment, youth development, lead-
ership development, and education.

We are excited to announce the
course has been professionally mea-
sured and certified! To sponsor or
volunteer, contact development@
brickhousecommunity.org.

This year’s sponsors include
Charter Next Generation, Greenfield
Savings Bank, Greenfield Cooper-
ative Bank, Renaissance Builders,
Partridge-Zschau Insurance, Judd
Wire, Franklin Community Co-op,
Gilmore & Farrell Insurance, Free-
dom Credit Union, Dolan & Dolan
Attorneys at Law, the Turners Falls
Athletic Club, Booska’s Flooring,
and LOOT Found & Made.

Prizes have been provided by
the Rendezvous, Aubuchon Hard-
ware, Swanson’s Fabrics, Khar-
ma Salon, LOOT, Replay Music,
Dreamhouse, Waterway Arts, the
Rock, Fossil, & Dinosaur Shop,
the Country Creemee; Unnameable
Books, the Upper Bend, Upinngil
Bakery & Farm Store, and Big Y.

All walkers, rollers, runners, and
skaters are eligible for prizes!

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

\
BECOME A MEMBER!
To learn more, volunteer, or make a donation, go to
J www.montaguevillages.org
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