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Pool Pros Set Up Shop,
And UPS Site, Downtown

LEVAVI PHOTO

Corey Fitzpatrick (left) and her son Alex at their new pool supply
store — and UPS shipping location — on Fifth Street in Turners Falls.

By BELLA LEVAVI

TURNERS FALLS - Yes,
Turners Falls residents Corey,
Alex, and Walter Fitzpatrick are
back in town.

The family, with a combined
total of over 60 years of experi-
ence in pool and hot tub chemi-
cals and maintenance, has opened
their own store located at 29 Fifth
Street, called Fitzpatrick Pools,
Spas & Services.

“It is exciting, to say the least,”
Alex Fitzpatrick said. “The custom-
ers have been really supportive.”

At the new store, customers
can receive in-person testing and
assistance with balancing their
pool and spa chemicals, as well as
ship UPS packages. They opened

their doors in November.

The three pool experts gained
their experience from working at
a similar store up the Hill called
Jarvis Pools.

They explained to the Report-
er that their service differs from
other stores in the area because of
the one-on-one help they provide.
They test pool water right in the
store, and can offer chemical advice
with flexible solutions. They also
sell pool parts and help customers
find fixes to broken equipment.

“We can help maintain chem-
icals and give advice with no
problem,” said Alex.

They noted that they have far
more experience than competitors
in the area, and shopping at their

see PROS page A5

High School Sports Week:
Winter Means Basketball!

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS - The win-
ter high school sports season tipped
off this week, with the Eagle Holi-
day Basketball Classic held on De-
cember 12 at Franklin County Tech
School. The Turners Falls swim
teams splashed off a day later.

Boys’ Basketball
FCTS 50 - St. Mary 40
Ware 70 - FCTS 33
Lennox 64 — TFHS 52

In Franklin Tech’s first game of
the season, the Eagles defeated the
St. Mary’s Saints in the opening
round of the Holiday Classic last

see SPORTS page A8

DAVID

Franklin Tech’s Gabe Mota (right) drives the ball up the conrt against St. Marys
defender Lucas Morganelli during the Eagle Holiday Classic semifinal game at
home last Friday. The Eagles took the first round of the tournament, 50 to 40.

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Ambherst Water

Would Need
Leverett Town
Hall Approval

By GEORGE BRACE

At Tuesday’s Leverett selectboard
meeting, chair Tom Hankinson re-
ported that Amherst town officials
have informed him that for Amherst
to provide water and sewer services
to any potential housing project on
Juggler Meadow Road, Leverett’s
approval would be necessary.

Hankinson said he and town ad-
ministrator Marjorie McGinnis met
with Amherst town manager Paul
Bockelman, public works super-
intendent Guilford Mooring, and
other officials on December 12 to
discuss the towns’ relationship and
elements of their responses to a
proposal to build a senior housing
development on the 60-acre former
estate of Yankee Candle founder
Michael Kittredge, which lies on
the land of both towns.

The Kittredge estate’s develop-
ment manager, Joshua Wallack, has
publicly floated the idea of building
400 age-restricted housing units on
the property, including either 48 or

see LEVERETT page A6

Elementary
School Roof
Inches Closer

At Long Last

By KATE SAVAGE

GILL - “The elementary school
is in dire need of having its roof re-
placed,” said Gill finance commit-
tee chair Claire Chang at Monday’s
special town meeting. “This is our
opportunity to finally replace the
roof, and at the same time deal with
the insulation and air-sealing prob-
lems that exist in that school.”

Though the meeting’s 30 partic-
ipants voted unanimously to appro-
priate funds to take the next step in
designing the roof replacement, the
discussion raised concerns about
the project’s ultimate cost.

The approved article added
$50,000 to a fund to hire a project
manager and designer for a feasibil-
ity study and schematic design of
the roof project, doubling what the
town had already set aside for the
project. The money was taken from
the general stabilization account.

The step gained new urgency
this fall when the town finally re-
ceived a grant from the Massachu-
setts School Building Authority
(MSBA) after six fruitless annual
applications. The MSBA agreed
to reimburse Gill for 77.5% of the
design and construction work, but
requires the town to set aside the
full cost of the schematic design.

see GILL ROOF page A4

No Paper Next Week! Happy New Year! Tip Your Carrier!

Two Letters to the Editors

GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

District Employees Declare
‘No Confidence’ in Super

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE - By a
vote of 166 to 9, with six mem-
bers absent or abstaining, school
employees represented by the
Gill-Montague Education Associ-
ation declared publicly that they
have “no confidence” in superin-

tendent Brian Beck. The union an-
nounced this result at the beginning
of Tuesday’s regional school com-
mittee meeting, during time allotted
for public comment.

“These issues are brought for-
ward by the membership due to
persistent unresolved concerns

see GMRSD page A5

MCTV IMAGIE

Union president Heidi Schmidt (center) read the statement during public comment.
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Montague Contronts Crisis
Of Leaf Pile After Farm Sale

By JEFF SINGLETON

All the leaves are brown in New
England, but they have been accu-
mulating at an alarming rate in a
pile at the end of Sandy Lane, an
inspection of the town transfer sta-
tion has determined. The state-man-
dated report also cited the town for
not clearing a large brush pile at the
rear of the station.

In his comments on the report to
the town selectboard on Monday,
public works superintendent Sam
Urkiel revealed that the company
that has been picking up and com-
posting Montague’s leaves, Mar-
tin’s Farm, has been sold to anoth-
er company that no longer wants to
deal with them.

Other highlights of Monday’s

see MONTAGUE page A7

MAGGIE SADOWAY PHOTO

Townspeople are piling leaves, but they are not being hauled away for composting.

Public Assistance in Testing
Road Salt’s Impact Sought

By BEN GAGNON

FRANKLIN COUNTY - Any-
one interested in being a citizen
scientist can sign up now to check
chloride concentrations in the Con-
necticut River over the next three
months as part of a new program to
determine whether the de-icing of
roads is having an impact on plants
and fish.

A similar program in east-
ern Massachusetts has detected a
“clear trend” of increasing chlo-
ride concentrations in the Mystic
River watershed, which can create
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“stress and toxic environments for
freshwater organisms, from fish to
dragonfly larvae to native plants,”
according to the Arlington-based
Mystic River Watershed Associa-
tion. A pilot study in the winter of
2022 showed evidence of chloride
exceeding state water quality stan-
dards for chronic and acute toxicity
in Alewife Brook.

The new chloride-testing pro-
gram for the Connecticut River is
being launched by the Connecticut
River Conservancy (CRC), which
is seeking volunteers in New

see TESTING page A6
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Slinking Away

Last week we published as an
op/ed an open letter from our own
member of Congress, Jim McGov-
ern, and 33 others asking President
Biden to consider a pardon for Ste-
ven Donzinger, the environmental
lawyer who spent years under house
arrest on a bizarre contempt-of-
court charge brought by allies of an
oil company he successfully sued
on behalf of Ecuadorian Indigenous
people whose land it destroyed.

By the time the newly printed
edition arrived in Turners Falls we
were dismayed to learn that the
president had not only not done so,
but had instead granted clemency to
Michael Conahan, the Pennsylva-
nia judge convicted of taking nearly
$3 million in bribes in exchange for
intentionally sending thousands of
children into private prisons.

Worse is coming in Washington,
to be sure — the new administration
is already falling face-first into be-
ligerent conflict with any members
of its own party it sees as collud-
ing to keep the government oper-
ational for these few final weeks

— but that Conahan news is a good
reminder of just how and why the
Dems managed to lose it all.

So was the confirmation fight
over an open National Labor Rela-
tions Board seat. If the party pushed
through a nomination it could se-
cure a pro-union majority until
2026, but... Kyrsten Sinema and
Joe Manchin, in one last parting gift
before they both slime off back into
the private sector, tanked the deal.

With friends like these...

And then there’s former Speaker
Pelosi’s intervention to block Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez from be-
coming the ranking Democrat on
the House Oversight committee.
Across the board it’s looking like
their coming years as an opposition
party will be defined by stuffing
PAC-backed elders into any and all
remaining musical chairs of power.

So what’s the strategy there,
exactly? If the Democrats want to
claw back a modicum of power in
Washington, what are they planning
to do to galvanize support? Or is it
just grabbing candy on the way out?

CLARIFICATION...

In our December 12 coverage
of the Montague board of health’s
decision to limit the sale of nic-
otine pouches — Zyn et. al. — to
21-plus stores (Health Board Ef-
fectively Bans Nicotine Pouch
Products From Local Stores, Page
Al), we wrote that “[t]here are no
such outlets in Montague, and the
board has previously indicated it
will not approve any.”

We stand by our analysis that
the move is an effective ban, but
public health director Ryan Pax-
ton reached out to clarify that the
board has never actually indicated
it wouldn’t approve 21-plus to-
bacco outlets.

“While there are currently no
adult-only tobacco retailers and
it is also true that there cannot be
any additional tobacco permits is-
sued to new businesses,” Paxton
wrote, “there has been a reducing
cap on the number of retail tobacco
permits in Montague since at least
2015. Your article seems to imply
that the Board would not approve
any adult use permits, but exist-
ing tobacco retailers could elect to
alter their business to be an adult
only retailer if they so desired.”

Mea culpa. MGL Ch. 270 S. 22
defines a “retail tobacco store” as
“an establishment which is not re-
quired to possess a retail food per-

mit whose primary purpose is to
sell or offer for sale to consumers,
but not for resale, tobacco prod-
ucts and paraphernalia, in which
the sale of other products is merely
incidental, and in which the entry
of persons under the age of 21 is
prohibited at all times...”

In other words, if any of the nine
stores licensed to sell tobacco —
Cumby’s, Food City, Family Dol-
lar, CT River Liquors, and Nouria
downtown; Crestview and Scotty’s
on the Hill; Carroll’s in Millers;
the Village Store — wish to become
specialist shops, they can sell the
pouches. If any of them close, the
tobacco cap drops to eight.

NINA ROSSI ILLUSTRATION

Ferns, frogs, snakes, garlic, and seed pods are some of the woodland imagery that Pascale Jarvis decorates texctiles with.
They have printed with hand-carved linolenm blocks on gently-used textiles since founding their business, Raskl., in 2021.
You can find Raskl. clothing at the Sawmill River Arts gallery at the Book Mill complex in Montague Center.

Third Street Center Bustling

I joined the Board of Directors at
the Brick House two years ago after
having been involved as a volunteer
for many years. I’m writing to reach
out to the readers of the Reporter to
let you know how excited | am about
everything that is happening at our
community center on Third Street.

Lately I’ve also been reflecting
about how five years of living with
a global pandemic has changed the
social and economic fabric of our
community. A lot of people have
moved into town over these last
years, and on a local and national
stage people are talking about how
important it is to know and connect
with our neighbors.

The Brick House has a 30-year
history as a place for this kind of
community connection, and we are
overjoyed to see the building filled
with people once again. It is grati-
fying to see our programs, partici-
pants, and staff flourishing with the
leadership of Tom Taaffe, the orga-
nization’s first full-time executive

Under a photo we published on
December 12 of Adams Donuts
co-owner Sereyvith Mon (Donut
Torch Passed, Page A1), we wrote
that the shop is open Wednesdays
through Sundays.

This was apparently outdated
info cribbed from their website —
we have been told Adams is sling-
ing donuts week-round!

In the second illustration with
our West Along the River column
in the same edtion (Page BS8),
we mislabeled a Louis Agassiz

... and CORRECTIONS

Fuertes illustration of a Cooper’s
hawk as a red-tailed hawk.

Turns out we’d chopped a mis-
labeled print with two hawks onto
Pages B1 and B8, and the non-or-
nithologists in our office assumed
the smaller bird was a female
red-tailed hawk, the species men-
tioned in the column.

We are proud to share that mul-
tiple readers caught this gaffe.

The Montague Reporter will
always endeavor to set the record
straight. Thanks for the corrections!
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director in at least 20 years.

Our drop-in Teen Center is burst-
ing with activity. An average of 25
young people a day come through
our doors, where we provide a safe,
supportive space as well as work-
shops and activities that build confi-
dence and life skills.

This year we’ve added a food
pantry, in partnership with the
Food Bank of Western Mass, to
help provide essential food, cloth-
ing, and hygiene supplies.

Our Parent and Family Sup-
port program offers one-on-one as-
sistance, workshops, and support
groups to empower families to over-
come challenges and thrive together.

Community members have also
used the Brick House this year for
theater rehearsals, dance classes,
meetings, film screenings, fund-
raisers, and more! And stay tuned
in 2025 for more all-ages music
shows, which have been making a
comeback in our front room.

Whether you are new to town,

are a long-time resident, or have
been involved with the Brick
House in the past, we want to hear
from you! Come feel the energy
and possibility as people stop by
to pick up groceries, live music re-
verberates in the front room, kids
dance upstairs, people practice En-
glish and Spanish, families connect
with one another, youth learn how
to cook, and neighbors chat over
coffee. These daily activities of
people coming together strengthen
our community as a whole.

We invite you to stop by for the
weekly coffee hour on Thursdays,
consider joining one of our volun-
teer committees, and make a finan-
cial contribution if you are able. You
can learn more about all of these
at  www.brickhousecommunity.org.
We appreciate your support in sus-
taining this vibrant community cen-
ter, which belongs to us all.

Julia Handschuh
Turners Falls

Pumped Cats Are Back

I was just composing a letter of
appreciation for the “Over the Hill”
cartoons, a bright spot in every is-
sue, but adding much | have missed
an earlier cartoon, “Cool Cats on
the Ave.” So imagine my delight
when this week’s paper had both the
cats —a new crew — and Thelma. By
the way, Harry has appeared at least
once in “Over the Hill,” and daugh-
ter Ann has been mentioned.

And yes, | suggested a few years
back to assemble and sell collec-
tions of “Cats,” and | see someone

has suggested a collection of “Over
the Hill.” 1 would buy both — for
myself and as gifts. So think about
it! I do have folders full of the cut-
out cartoons, but they are incom-
plete and of course a bit messy.

I also would love more puzzles:
the ones by Alex McGuigan were
much appreciated. And keep up the
cryptograms; | have been stumped
only three times over the years.

M L Magrath
Montague
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Compiled by NINA ROSSI

This is the last Montague Re-
porter before the holidays — there
will be no newspaper next Thurs-
day, December 26! Enjoy your
holiday, and we will publish again
in the new year on January 2.

The Connecticut River Conser-
vancy is looking for volunteers to
help monitor chloride content in
waterways this winter. The chloride
comes from road salt used to de-
ice roads in winter and settle dust
in summer, and it can harm plants
and animals in the water. To par-
ticipate in this community science
effort, go to ctriver.org/opportunity/
road-salt-monitoring.

FirstLight invites the public to
celebrate the winter solstice with a
nighttime snowshoe hike on the
trails of the Northfield Mountain
this Friday, December 20 at 6 p.m.
There will be a stop along the path
to enjoy a campfire.

Bring a headlamp, dress in lay-
ers, and be prepared to hike two
miles with a 300-foot overall rise.
If the trails are not open for skiing,
snowshoes will not be permitted
and participants will have to hoof
it on Vibram soles. The program is
free, and snowshoes are available
to rent if needed.

If you haven’t seen the documen-
tary Far Out: Life On & After the
Commune, it’s finally coming to the
Shea Theater in Turners Falls tomor-
row, Friday, December 20 at 7:30
p.m. after selling out premieres in
Brattleboro and Greenfield this fall.

There is amazing footage from
the early years of the Montague
Farm and Packers Corners com-
munes, and the anti-nuke move-
ment. The film was awarded Best
New England Feature at the New-
buryport Film Festival.

FACES 2 PILAG

GALEN HUCKINS

LARKIN+ROSSI ILLUSTRATION

Director Charles Light and for-
mer fellow communards Verandah
Porche and Sam Lovejoy will be
on hand after the film on Friday for
a panel discussion.

Bring your little ones to a Break-
fast with Santa at the Elks Club in
Turners Falls this Saturday, Decem-
ber 21 between 9 and 11 a.m. There
will be holiday tunes, the big man
in red, and a festive craft to make
and take while you enjoy pancakes,
bacon, juice, and coffee.

Meals are $10 for those over
13 years old, $5 for 6- to 12-year-
olds, and free for those 5 and under.
Proceeds go to support the Turners
Falls High School Class of 2026.

Great Falls Books Through Bars
is hosting a winter card-writing
event to send cards to incarcerat-
ed folks in Massachusetts prisons
this Saturday, December 21 from 1
to 4 p.m. in their shared space at
104 Fourth Street in Turners Falls.

The addresses and contact infor-
mation come from the Abolitionist
Mail Project (abolitionistmailproject.
com), a group which connects folks
who are incarcerated in our state
with folks on the outside via penpal-
ship. Cards, envelopes, and stamps
will be provided.

You may also join via Zoom at
linktr.ee/GFBTB.

Santa is taking a tour through
the villages of Montague this Sat-
urday, December 21, thanks to the
Montague Center fire department.

He’ll greet kids on the Mon-
tague Center common at 1:30 p.m.;
at Rutters Park in Lake Pleasant at
2 p.m.; in downtown Millers Falls
at 2:30 p.m.; at Unity Park in Turn-
ers Falls at 3 p.m.; at the Montague
City parking area across from the
former site of the Farren at 3:30
p.m.; and at the Turners Falls fire
station at 3:45 p.m.

Make a super-easy gingerbread
house with graham crackers and
candies at the Discovery Center
in Turners Falls this Saturday, De-
cember 21, between 1 and 3 p.m.
The event is for kids from 3 to 16,
and is sponsored by the Montague
Public Libraries.

Herald the shortest day of the year
with a sunset solstice stroll along
the Canalside Rail Trail on Saturday,
December 21 at 3 p.m. Dress warm-
ly and meet at the Discovery Center,
then watch the sun go down as you
walk about three miles along the
mostly level, paved path.

The walk is for ages 8 and up,
and inclement weather will cancel
the event. After the walk, all are in-
vited to enjoy hot chocolate at the
Discovery Center.

My mail has substantially in-
creased due to my pending Medicare
eligibility — pounds of notices ar-
rive every week! Luckily, an online
workshop on at 10 a.m. on Decem-
ber 30 promises to help figure out
this barrage: “Medicare Mysteries
Uncovered” will explain what Parts
A, B, and D cover, the differences
between various options, and how
to enroll in them.

The workshop facilitator is Lor-
raine York-Edberg from the Serving
the Health Insurance Needs of Ev-
eryone (SHINE) program. SHINE
provides confidential and unbiased
health insurance counseling for
Medicare beneficiaries. Register at
lifepathma.org to get the Zoom link.

The Montague parks and rec-
reation department needs basket-
ball officials for youth basketball
home games on selected Saturday
mornings in January and February.
Knowledge of basketball rules are
a must, and previous officiating ex-
perience is preferred. There is a pay-
ment per game. Contact the parks
and rec office at (413) 863-3216.

Bring your kids to see the Ju-
nior Duck Stamp exhibit at the
Discovery Center, and encourage
them to enter the contest in 2025.
The contest is open to students
from Kkindergarten through grade
12, and the deadline for entries is
February 15. The entries are judged
in four categories at the state level,

L
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Far beyond gingerbread: This year local maniacs sculpted their favorite grocer, complete with wayward edible shopping
carts and a landmark snow-heap made of marshmallow, and agreed to submit this photo for our readers’ admiration.

with the “Best in Show” going on
to a national competition.

Find out the details at
tinyurl.com/ducks-tmp.

Community organizations and
local businesses now can apply for
funds to make venues more age-
and dementia-friendly.

LifePath program director Ja-
son Molony sent us news of one-
time grants of up to $3,000 for
improvements that make places
more accessible, providing train-
ing, offering workshops, conduct-
ing marketing campaigns, hosting
Memory Cafés, and any other cre-
ative solutions aiming to recognize
and assist people living with de-
mentia or mobility issues.

“Updates intended to minimize
confusion or discomfort for older
adults and individuals with demen-
tia,” Molony writes, “such as mak-
ing doors easier to open, signage
easier to read, brighter lighting,
seating in waiting areas, anti-slip
mats or reductions to noise lev-
els,” could be successful proposals,
among other ideas.

Applications  are  accepted
through February 1. To find out
more, visit lifepathma.org/about/
doing-business-with-us.

More silent movies with live
music by keyboardist Jeff Rapsis
are scheduled at the Garden Cine-
mas in Greenfield in 2025. The first,
on Monday, January 6 at 6:30 p.m.
is The Strong Man with Harry Lang-
don. This 1926 comedy was Frank
Capra’s first film as a director.

On February 3 the movie is
Nanook of the North (1922), on
March 3 it’s The Sheik (1921),
and on April 7 it’s The Lost World
(1925).

Phil Simon, booking manager at
the Shea Theater in Turners Falls,
is also looking for volunteers for
upcoming shows at the Shea who
can hang posters, help bands load
in and out, serve as ushers or box
office staff, and more. Email him
at simonsaysbooking@gmail.com
for more information.

Readers in Leverett and Wen-
dell: Are you interested in having
a “Clean Out My House” tag sale
next spring? Let Village Neigh-
bors’ public relations team know
you are interested in participat-
ing by calling and leaving them a
message at (413) 345-6894 x.4 or
emailing pr@villageneighbors.org.

The holidays can be a hard time
for a lot of people. Want to talk to
someone about it, but not in crisis?
Try a “warmline” — check out the
directory at www.warmline.org.

One is the peer support line run
by the local Wildflower Alliance at
(888) 407-4515. “Get support, ask
about resources, connect with an-
other person who can relate or has
‘been there,” or just talk,” they write.
“This line does not collect personal
information, perform assessment, or
call crisis or the police.”

Wildflower’s line is staffed
from 7 to 9 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays and 7 to 10 p.m. Fridays
through Sundays.

Free at-home COVID-19 tests
and N95 masks are available in the
front entry way of the Gill town hall.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

OPEN three days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs — 11 to 6
(also by chance or appt.)

WE DIG
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e Loam
e Gravel

e Sand
e Natural Stone

o

2" TRUC

(413) 71714-128%

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

Louis Arnold

Guitarist

Guitar Lessons in Turners Falls

technique, theory, musicianship

for the evolving guitarist

978 400 1142
lou.arnold@gmail.com
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Weds 10-6
Thurs 10-6
Fri 10-8
Sat 10-8
Sun 10-6

GILL ROOF from page A1

Any funds remaining after the
phase will go toward construction.

Chang explained that the school
was built in three different phases,
in a patchwork process that resulted
in “no insulation in that building to
speak of right now.” She said a new
roof would make the building more
energy-efficient, and more comfort-
able for teachers and students.

“If we don’t approve the appro-
priations for this and the process
stalls out, then the consequence is
that we are excluded from applying
to this MSBA program for the next
20 years or so,” fin com member
Becca Mandel cautioned before the
vote. “The roof doesn’t have that
long left in it, so we would have
to pony up to do it entirely out of
pocket.”

Retired architect James Asbel
suggested that the full planning
phase could be more complex and
costly than was being discussed.
With a rueful chuckle, Asbel ulti-
mately lent his support to the mea-
sure and agreed to volunteer for the
town’s building committee to keep
an eye on the project.

Amy Gordon asked if the school
was certain to still exist in five or
ten years. Town moderator Isaac
Bingham, speaking as a parent,
answered that enrollment in the
Gill-Montague school district was
actually growing, and selectboard

member Randy Crochier added that
MSBA loans require a guarantee
that the building will be a school for
20 years, or else the funds have to
be paid back.

Local horseshoer Ray Steele
summed up his take on the di-
lemma: “It’s a town building. If it
needs a new roof, it needs a new
roof. Either that or you get a pile
of rubble.”

Pooling Drug Money

The special town meeting also
voted to allow the selectboard
to simplify the process of using
opioid settlement funds, in accor-
dance with new state accounting
guidelines. Though the money is
still earmarked for opioid use pre-
vention, harm reduction, treatment,
and recovery, it will no longer re-
quire a two-thirds vote at town
meeting to be used.

Before the vote, one resident
asked why town meeting should be
excluded from those decisions.

“Not to minimize either the
amount of money that we’re going
to receive or the role of town meet-
ing,” town administrator Ray Pur-
ington responded, “but I will point
out that we’re anticipating receiving
about $12,000 over 18 years.” The
room erupted in laughter.

Crochier, who is also the health
district project manager at FRCOG,
said the plan is to pool Gill’s settle-

ment funds with 14 other commu-
nities, giving them about $33,000,
and to apply for a matching grant
from the Mosaic Opioid Recovery
Partnership.

The funds would go to groups to
expand 12-step recovery programs
and help local mothers of children
born with substance abuse disorder.

Selectboard’s 2025 Plans

Prior to town meeting, the se-
lectboard met to deal with town
property and issue licenses for the
year ahead.

Purington announced that the
online auction for old town trucks
would be closing within hours. As
of the meeting time, the highest
bid for the 1986 Chevy truck was
$9,100, and the top bid for the 1987
KME pumper truck was $2,125,
though there was still a chance of a
last-minute “flurry of activity.” The
board authorized him to award the
trucks to the highest bidders.

“I have to say I'm very im-
pressed, since we paid nothing for
that 86 [truck],” said Crochier.
“That’s a pretty good return.”

The town declared two 22-year-
old rifles from the police depart-
ment to be surplus, and agreed to
trade them in to Jurek Brothers for
three patrol rifles, at the final cost
0f $3,062. The cost will be covered
by a donation from the Gill Police
Association.

The board renewed the town’s
participation in the Tri-State Fire
Mutual Aid agreement for anoth-
er three years. The agreement,
which covers Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and Vermont, allows
the town to “reach out and call on
dozens of towns” in an emergency,
said Purington.

Nona LaGrenade was appointed
as a member of the conservation
commission through June 2026, af-
ter receiving an exemption to allow
her to hold multiple appointed posi-
tions. LaGrenade is also the town’s
administrative clerk. Additionally,
Rebekah Minor was appointed as
an alternate member of the histori-
cal commission through June 2027.

The board issued a slate of li-
cense renewals for 2025. Turners
Falls Schuetzen Verein, the Gill
Tavern, 23 French King High-
way LLC, and the Spirit Shoppe
received liquor license renewals;
Cielito Lindo and Toasty Buns of
Keene received food concession
trailer license renewals; and car
dealer license renewals went to A-J
Cycle Shop, Arrow Auto Sales,
Atlantic Wholesale, Doug’s Auto
Body, Engine Up Automotive,
LSA Auto, TEK Cycle, and Town
Line Auto Repair.

Gill’s final selectboard meeting
of the year will be held
Monday, December 30 at
5:30 p.m. at the town hall.
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Art Spreads to Cups; Train Sent to Scranton

By CHIP AINSWORTH

WORCESTER - The morning after the
region’s first and only real snow storm — late
Recorder columnist Irmarie Jones counted
anything deeper than a cat’s paw — I drove my
cousin to Worcester. He was having a medical
procedure on his face, a Mohs they call it, and
with three hours to kill I decided to see the City
of Seven Hills. Alas, I didn’t get far.

Across the street from the doctor’s office a
sign caught my eye that said “Cup Show.” Ah,
yes: behold the cup, double-stacked and relegat-
ed to the back of the cupboard — it is getting
its due through Christmas Eve at the Worces-
ter Center for Crafts, the oldest nonprofit crafts
center in the country.

The fragile pieces were perched like peacocks
on thin rectangular pedestals in the Krikorian
Gallery, a modest-sized room with white walls,
soft lighting, and polished hardwood floors.
I had the place to myself; there were no crass
signs that said, “You break it, you own it.”

“I’ve been here almost ten years and I’ve nev-
er had a gallery visitor knock anything over,”
said Lindsey MacLean, the manager of the
Handcrafted Shop next door to the exhibit. “We
do it every year. Ceramics curator Maliya Tra-
vers-Crumb invites half the exhibitors, and the
rest are called to enter.”

Unlike mass-produced ceramic cups or, ye-
gads, plastic cups, these were labors of love,
and the $80 to $160 price tags didn’t reflect the
time and effort involved in creating them.

Despite the lavish cost, MacLean told me she
had already sold fifty-five and added, “Each is
different, and yet comes from the same lump
of clay.”

Some looked fit for a castle, but Asta Bub-
liene’s were elegantly simple and proper for a
kitchen in Concord or Weston. “My art embod-
ies a cheerful and elegant style with a dash of
nostalgia,” she wrote on her website, and in-
deed her white cups were decorated with flow-
ers she had delicately drawn in soft shades of
blue, green, yellow, and purple.

Each of Klairat Brown’s three cups were
complemented by a woman’s seductive profile.
Her jet black hair was combed down to her long
eyelashes and her oversized eyes stared warily
back at her admirer.

The staff’s pick was a black cup with gold
trim on top and tiny pearls draped from a nar-
row canopy around the bottom. Its creator, Zara
Davis of New York, graduated summa cum
laude from the Rochester Institute of Technolo-
gy. “I work almost exclusively with the female
form,” Davis wrote on her site. “I resonate more
with depictions of my own body.”

The cups were suitable for anyone with a dis-
cerning eye. Otherwise, leave on the price tags
lest they wind up in the back of the cupboard.

Far-Flung Trips

Two weeks ago in this space we reported on
the trials and tribulations of “Big Indian,” a stat-
ue that was removed from the Mohawk Trail and
relocated to a diner on Route 66 in Oklahoma.
The statue was commissioned by the late Kim
Estes, and her daughter subsequently called to
say it was artwork, and not meant to be historical.

A retired state trooper also contacted me to
say they’d use it as a reference point, i.e., “the
accident is a mile west of the Indian.”

Another attraction that’s gone is Steamtown,
which was in Bellows Falls, Vermont. My only
recollection of being aboard was brushing coal
pellets from my hair as they floated back from the
steam engine, but a blogger named Wabash2800
wrote on trainorders.com: “The trip was fun, go-
ing through a covered bridge, waterfalls, fall col-
ors, and arriving in the quaint town of Chester.”

Today the Steamtown National Historic Site
is in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and operated by
the National Park Service. Its website says short
rides cost $6 per person from January through
March, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and tourists can vis-
it the steam engine museum, roundhouse, and
railyard.

If you prefer your train rides in a warmer
climate, the Sugar Express leaves Clewiston on
the southern tip of Lake Okeechobee and takes
passengers through backwater communities and
past orange groves and sugar cane fields. For
more information, go to sugarexpress.com.

Or how about a trip to the top of the Empire
State Building? Rides start at $93.63 including
taxes, slightly less for children and seniors. For
information see esbnyc.com.

Maybe you’ll see one of the drones that are
becoming as popular up here as manatees are
down south.

AINSWORITH PHROTOS

Above: The Cup Show in the
Kirkorian Gallery at the Worcester Arts Center.
Below: Self-portrait cups by Klairat Brown.

Don’t expect any close encounters of the third
kind, says UFO expert John Greenwald: “These
are not aliens. An intelligent civilization won’t
travel light years to check out New Jersey.”

Local Boy Makes Good

The incoming Trump administration has cho-
sen Greenfield native Kevin Hassett to head the
National Economic Council. Hassett graduated
from Greenfield High School and Swarthmore
College, and has a Ph.D. in economics from Penn.

Conservative podcaster and Daily Wire found-
er Ben Shapiro says: “Kevin Hassett is, by na-
ture, a very, very, pro-markets guy. He was part
of the first Trump administration, and the mar-
kets love it already. Hassett’s work is excellent.”

Chip Ainsworth writes sports for
the Recorder and opinion and news
for the Reporter. He lives in Northfield.
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business allows customers to buy local and help sup-
port a Turners Falls family.

They also offer field support, in which a family
member will go out to your home to fix equipment. If
they don’t have parts in stock, they can order parts from
90% of brands within a couple of days.

Corey Fitzpatrick explained that she taught her
sons the trade by bringing them to work with her when
they were children.

“They learned from the day they were born. They
stepped right up as kids, just as I did,” Corey said, re-
marking on the generations of experience within the
family.

When asked about the local market for pools and
hot tubs, Alex replied, “You would be shocked at how
many people have pools and hot tubs in the area.” He
explained that customers also drive from as far as two
hours away to access the expert services offered at

Fitzpatrick Pools, Spas & Services.

The “services” at the end of the business’s name
refers to their role as a UPS authorized shipping pro-
vider. People can ship packages out of their store, in-
cluding Amazon packages which need a printed label
— though they do not take QR codes. They mentioned
this service can be helpful with Christmas shopping
and returns. They also offer many other paper services
and VHS digitizing services.

In terms of goals for the near future, they hope to
start shipping their products by springtime. They also
plan to expand a showroom in the former salon space
on Fifth Street to feature additional products available
for purchase.

They are open for their winter hours, Mondays
through Fridays from noon to 5:30 p.m.

“We have the experience, we have the
knowledge, and the customers know our fac-
es,” Corey said.

GMRSD from page Al

spanning several years,” Gill-Mon-
tague  Education  Association
(GMEA) president Heidi Schmidt
told the committee after explaining
that the union had collected “com-
prehensive data” from its members
and outlining qualities staff felt
were lacking under the categories of
“communication,” “management,”
“leadership,” and a “safe work en-
vironment.”

“We would like someone who
is regularly available or accessi-
ble, proactively communicates with
staff and families, is collaborative,
and communicates effectively in
team settings,” the statement read.

The union also called for a su-
perintendent who “ensures account-
ability throughout the hierarchy
within our school district to guard
against unexpected expenses, de-
lays, and missed opportunities”.

Though Schmidt also announced
that a similar no-confidence vote
was held about facilities director
Heath Cummings, school committee
chair Jane Oakes cut her off, explain-
ing that this information should be
brought instead to Beck as a matter
of the “chain of command.”

“Public participation isn’t really
a time for back-and-forth discus-
sion,” Oakes told Schmidt after she
read the union’s statement, “but I
guess I’m just surprised, and a lit-
tle disappointed, that the issue was
brought to the school committee at
a public meeting rather than hav-
ing the school committee members
officially notified through the chair
before today.”

“l can’t say anything back?”
Schmidt asked before taking a
seat in the meeting room audience,
where about 20 staff members sat,
many wearing red GMEA t-shirts.

The vote held earlier this month
represented nearly all of the 181
employees in the union’s A and C
bargaining units, comprising the
school district’s teachers, parapro-
fessionals, educational specialists,
therapists, guidance counselors,
administrative assistants, and infor-
mation technology staff.

Beck declined to comment on
the union’s vote. An attempt to
reach Cummings was unanswered
as of press time.

Beck has served as superintendent
of Gill-Montague schools since 2020
— the school committee’s vote to hire
him was taken during its first remote
meeting of the COVID-19 pandemic
that March. In each of his four an-
nual evaluations since that time, the
committee has officially rated his
performance as “proficient.”

Oakes told the Reporter on
Wednesday that the committee
had not yet made any decisions as
to whether to discuss the staff’s

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

no-confidence announcement at a
future meeting, but said that as far
as she was aware it did not have for-
mal implications, either in district
policy or under the union contracts.

She elaborated on her comment
about the announcement coming in
public: “If you get information from
the staff about something like that,
you have an opportunity to look into
it or gather information — things that
you can’t do on the spur of the mo-
ment when it’s brought up in public
participation.”

District policy BEDH, which
governs the public comment time at
school committee meetings, states
that “[clJomments and complaints
regarding school personnel (apart
from the Superintendent)... are
generally prohibited unless those
comments and complaints concern
matters within the scope of School
Committee authority.” It describes
the comment period as “an indi-
vidual’s opportunity to express an
opinion on issues within the School
Committee’s authority.”

“Any place where teachers have
an opportunity for dialogue, it has
not been implemented,” Schmidt
said of the GMEA’s decision to an-
nounce its no-confidence determi-
nation publicly. “There are no staff
surveys. There are no climate sur-
veys, no morale surveys. There’s
no administrator evaluations any-
more.... This decision was not
made lightly. There are systemic,
ongoing issues that are negatively
impacting our ability to educate the
community’s children.”

Schmidt, a Turners Falls High
School art teacher, said these lim-
itations included a lack of “voice”
for teachers in the district’s profes-
sional development plan as agreed
to in the spring, and the absence of
a school council at the high school.

In February and March the
school committee discussed the
joint labor-management commit-
tees (JMLCs) required under both
the Unit A and Unit C contracts,
which are apparently intended to
provide a forum to solve problems
before they reach the level of con-
tractual grievance. Each body con-
sists of three union appointees and
three school committee appointees.

In a public comment in March,
Schmidt suggested that Beck not
sit on the JMLCs, but Beck argued
that he should, and after some de-
bate the school committee agreed
with him. During the March 12 dis-
cussion, Montague member Carol
Jacobs said that any concerns about
the superintendent himself could
be brought to an executive session
meeting of the school committee.

Schmidt told the Reporter that
neither IMLC has convened during
the current school year. “[GMEA]

have been available every time
we’ve been asked,” she said. “We’ve
had several scheduled that then get
canceled last-minute, by Brian....
We were supposed to have one [this
Thursday], and it got canceled.”

Schmidt said the idea to hold a
no-confidence vote came from the
rank-and-file GMEA membership,
and that Beck emerged as a sub-
ject only as the union’s executive
board analyzed extensive written
feedback collected from members
about all administrators.

“This is from us,” she said,
“because of what we see in our
schools, and not having a mecha-
nism to call attention to issues that
are going on.... [ would really like
it to be something that can be used
as a conversation starter, and a way
to make change happen. It comes
from a place of care.”

Other Business

After the statement was read, the
school committee held its shortest
meeting in recent memory, wrapping
its year-end business up in roughly
half an hour. Business manager Jo-
anne Blier was not in attendance.

The  Massachusetts  School
Building Authority (MSBA) sent
a letter to the district rejecting its
application for support in expand-
ing Sheffield Elementary School,
part of a long-term plan to absorb
and close the neighboring Hillcrest
Elementary.

MSBA gave no reason other than
the number of applications, and in-
vited Gill-Montague to apply again
in 2025. Beck said he believed the
agency looked favorably on similar
consolidation plans.

The committee voted to accept
four donations, ranging from $30
to $150, to the athletic program’s
Helping Hands Leadership Council,
and agreed to table a continued dis-
cussion of the recent Massachusetts
Association of School Committees
annual conference.

By 5-0 votes, each with one ab-
stention, the committee approved a
memorandum of agreement modi-
fying the Unit C union contract, and
changing a pupil services adminis-
trative assistant position in that unit
to a data position at the central office.

Gill-Montague schools will be
closed from next Monday, Decem-
ber 23 through Wednesday, Janu-
ary 1.

The school committee’s next
meeting is scheduled for January
14. Citing a technological issue
with broadcasting Zoom meetings
over the local cable channel, Beck
noted that meetings will now be
held in person, “unless it’s abso-
lutely necessary for [mak-
ing] quorum, or if there’s
an issue with weather.”

We have special wrapping paper!
We have black Montague Reporter t-shirts!

We are accepting donations to our Writers’ Fund!

We have a huge free archive of our back issues!
Find it all at www.montaguereporter.org!
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International Paper Demolition
Could Actually Begin Soon

By KATIE NOLAN

On Monday night the Erving se-
lectboard and capital planning com-
mittee, meeting jointly, reviewed a
spreadsheet documenting 71 cur-
rent and planned capital projects
and attempted to determine wheth-
er each was high, medium, or low
priority. Understanding which were
already in progress, and which the
town plans to pursue, is necessary
for developing the FY’26 budget.

The list included a sewer assess-
ment maintenance plan, streetlight
repair in Erving Center, new senior
housing on Care Drive.

When they came to demolition
of International Paper Mill build-
ings, selectboard chair Jacob Smith
commented “It’s in progress — it’s
funded, technically, a portion,”
referring to the $700,000 grant re-

ceived from MassDevelopment.
“They have a contractor that
they’re working with right now that
they believe they can assign to us,”
town administrator Bryan Smith re-
plied. After the MassDevelopment
contractor completes a study, the
town may have authorization to pro-
ceed with the demolition. Smith said
MassDevelopment will inform the
town about its decision in January.
Jacob Smith grumbled that it
would have been good to know this a
year ago, but continued, “We’re get-
ting there now, we’re still moving.”
After discussing each specific
project on the list, the selectboard
and capital planning committee de-
cided that each member would re-
view the projects outside of meeting
time, and reconvene to discuss pri-
orities further in January.
Bryan Smith told the board and

committee that generic estimates
for modular office space for the
water, wastewater, and highway
departments ranged from $130,000
to $155,000. Firm estimates would
not be available, he explained, until
there were detailed specifications
for the structures. Town meeting
has already approved $75,000 for
the offices, and a second town
meeting vote would be needed to
approve additional funds.

The selectboard decided to pub-
lish an invitation to bid by Decem-
ber 26 for 500 feet of fencing at the
wastewater treatment plant.

The board also renewed the cur-
rent alcohol beverage service and re-
tail licenses and 16 business licenses,
and voted to hire Charles Garbiel Il
as a full-time wastewater treatment
plant maintenance worker, as recom-
mended by a screening committee.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Celebrate This New Year’s Eve In Orange!

ORANGE — December 31, 2024
marks the 29th annual Starry Starry
Night, a North Quabbin and regional
celebration for New Year’s Eve. The
Orange Revitalization Partnership
(ORP) began Starry Starry Night in
1995, and hosts the gala every year
with the support of a team of local
volunteers and non-profit partners.

“Celebrating New Year’s Eve
is a worldwide tradition that takes
on many forms,” said Starry Starry
Night committee co-chair Doro-
thy Verheyen. “Starry Starry Night
brings out that great hometown feel-
ing as you move from one venue to
another seeing folks smiling, laugh-
ing and enjoying all the different
performers. If you have never been,
join us — all are welcome.”

Starry Starry Night was created
as a free, fun, family-friendly way
for the area to celebrate New Year’s
Eve. It has evolved into a much-an-
ticipated staple of our community
with travelers visiting from all over.

Performances of varying genres
rotate at venues throughout town.

TESTING from page Al

All evening there are beautiful ice
sculptures in Memorial Park, sur-
rounded by holiday lights, and hot
cocoa by Dave’s Arcade. When the
performances are over, festival-go-
ers gather carrying handmade stars
on sticks for the Parade of Stars, and
after that an amazing array of fire-
works ends the night with a BANG!

Here are this year’s performers —
visit www.starrystarrynight.org for
a full schedule and venues:

Adam S.Z. and the Inner Fiyah:
Deep pocket bass and drums, with
sounds of roots reggae and lovers
rock, classic rock, R&B, and pop.

The Can Collectors: Classic
rock, with steel drum, bass, and a
kazoo. Audience requests welcome.

Dan Kennedy: This acclaimed
solo pianist says his music “helps
restore people to the peace and qui-
et we all deserve.”

Dennis Cormier: Elvis is back
in the building! Travel back to the
early days of rock ‘n’ roll and spend
some time with the King.

Ed Raz: Fun, interactive close-up

Ryan O’Donnell.

magic for children and adults.

Inside/Out Dance Company:
Talented dancers sure to wow you
with their mesmerizing moves.

Pioneer Valley Brass: This quin-
tet’s “brassy” twist on classical,
marching band, and rock has enter-
tained audiences for over 40 years.

Robert Rivest: An interactive
comic mime show is full of humor-
ous stories, awe-inspiring illusions,
and audience participation.

Surround Sound Chapter of Har-
mony: This all-women chorus sings
in four-part harmony, a capella.
You’ll recognize recent musical and
movie themes and holiday songs.

Talking Hands Theatre: Musical
interactive puppet show for chil-
dren ages 3 to 10.

Todd Goodwin: Will warm your
heart, mind, and imagination with
songs and stories.

The first performers go on at 6
p-m. and the fireworks end at 10:30
p.m., giving plenty of time to get
home to watch the ball drop.

And... it’s all absolutely free!

“Many people have asked over the

Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecti-
cut. The effort is in partnership with the Izaak Walton
League of America.

While chloride concentrations in rivers and streams
in forested areas of New England tend to be low, studies
in 2016 and 2017 showed those concentrations increas-
ing, according to the US Geological Survey (USGS).
The primary source of chloride in surface water is de-
icing salts used on roads and discharges from waste-
water treatment facilities and septic systems.

So far, the only local sampling stations recorded by
the USGS are at the Millers River in Erving and the
Deerfield River in west Deerfield. The sampling in Erv-
ing dates back to 1952 when chloride levels were mea-
sured at 6.8 milligrams per liter (mg/1), a figure that rose
to 62 mg/l in 2021. In west Deerfield, the only sampling
was in 2019, showing close to 11 mg/I.

A limit of 860 milligrams per liter of chloride is the
EPA standard for “acute exposure,” which is defined
as the highest concentration to which organisms can
be exposed in a 24-hour period with “zero to slight
mortality.”

Volunteers will receive testing Kits in the mail
and will upload their results onto the lzaak Wal-
ton League’s Clean Water Hub and the CRC’s “Is It
Clean?” website, which also features data on E. coli
bacteria throughout the watershed.

“Road salt is a major water quality issue in the north-
eastern US,” says CRC water quality program manager

years if we can monitor the impacts of road salt, and
this is a really great way to get that started. Since it’s not
limited by needing to get samples to a lab, volunteers
throughout the entire watershed can easily participate
and contribute to this community science effort.”

Enthusiasm has been strong for CRC’s first year of
monitoring road salt inputs to the Connecticut River,
with 55 area residents signing up so far. Volunteers can
choose a water sampling location and will be asked
to collect samples four times between this month and
March. No experience is necessary, and sampling dates
are flexible. Interested volunteers can sign up at Ctriver.
vomo.org/opportunity/road-salt-monitoring.

The lIzaak Walton League of America was founded
in 1922, and was commissioned by President Calvin
Coolidge to conduct the first national water pollution
survey in 1927. The League was at the forefront of local
and national efforts to lobby for sewage treatment in
the 1930s and to establish the Clean Water Act of 1972.
The League operates several thriving national volunteer
science programs, including Save Our Streams, Salt
Watch, and Nitrate Watch, designed to monitor streams,
lakes, and other waterways for pollution.

The CRC has been a steward of the Connecticut
River and tributary streams since 1952, focusing on
advocacy, aquatic invasive species management, dam
removal, habitat restoration, migratory fish
surveys, recreation, trash cleanups, and water
quality monitoring. Learn more at ctriver.org.

LEVERETT from page Al

150 units on the Leverett side of
the estate and a larger number in
Ambherst. The units would be own-
er-occupied, and either proposal
would designate 25% as “afford-
able” under the state’s Chapter 40B
program.

Either version would also need
to have a plan for water and sewer
services. Leverett does not have a
municipal water system, and Lev-
erett planning board members and
others have pointed out that a con-
nection with Amherst’s water would
be key to the feasibility of any large
residential project on the estate.

Hankinson reported that he was
told at the December 12 meeting
that Amherst has a policy of not put-
ting “any of their equipment into an
adjoining town without that town’s
permission.” In the case of Leverett,
this permission would need to come
from the selectboard.

Discussion turned to the lack of
communication between Wallack
and the town, and recent reports
about the proposal in the press.

Board member Patricia Duffy
was critical of an op/ed in the Daily
Hampshire Gazette penned by Wal-
lack which she said was *“one-sid-
ed” and “no