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By JEFF SINGLETON

“I am skeptical that the miti-
gation measures are ever going to 
meet the requests and standards 
of the abutters,” Montague se-
lectboard member Matt Lord said 
Monday evening about odors em-
anating from a cannabis grow fa-
cility in the airport industrial park. 
“I do believe that Flower Power is 
doing everything it can in order to 
mitigate that, [but] I’m not sure the 
twain shall ever meet.”

Lord’s comments came near 
the end of a long discussion of 
the Flower Power Growers facili-
ty, a topic the board has addressed 
at multiple meetings. Monday’s 

agenda included several other 
weighty items – the redevelopment 
of the former Farren Hospital lot, 
a proposal to end the traditional 
Saturday town meeting, the closure 
of the Second Street alley while a 
mural is painted on the Shea The-
ater – but it was the intractable de-
bate over pot smell that caused the 
meeting room to be nearly full, and 
the meeting to extend almost a half 
hour beyond its allotted time.

Public health director Ryan 
Paxton opened the discussion with 
a presentation. Under the special 
permit the planning board awarded 
Flower Power in November 2020, 
Paxton’s department is tasked with 

By JEFF SINGLETON

“It has been a good run, but ev-
erything ends at some point,” said 
Montague Center Volunteer Fire 
Department assistant chief Gary 
Dion, who will be retiring this 
month after 42 years as a member 
of the village’s fire department. 
“But we’ve got some young people 
coming on to keep this stuff up.” 

Dion’s retirement at 72 is man-
dated by special state legislation 
which applies to the Montague 
Center department. The statutory 
retirement age for paid firefight-
ers – those in Montague Center 

receive small stipends – is 65. 
Dion is one of several mem-

bers of the village’s department 
hitting the age limit in the near fu-
ture. Fire chief Dave Hansen will 
need to retire by next June 30, and 
captain Mark Fisk plans to leave 
in two years. All three expressed 
optimism about the future of the 
small department due to recent in-
terest by younger residents.

“I see a number of people join-
ing the department who look like 
Mark 30 years ago,” said Fisk. 

The Reporter asked Dion about 
the most memorable fires during 

By BELLA LEVAVI

MILLERS FALLS – This Oc-
tober, playing house takes a new 
dimension with the opening of 
Toddler Indoor Playground Chaos 
Corner at 26 East Main Street.

“I noticed a significant need for 
family support in our area, especial-
ly for young children,” said Caitlin 
Hart, the playground’s co-owner 
with her husband Brandon Thomas. 
“There’s a lack of options dedicated 
to imaginative play.”

Designed for children ages 0 to 7, 
the playground features a space mod-

eled after a miniature village inspired 
by Millers Falls itself. The open floor 
plan is segmented into themed rooms 
for pretend play, including a café, a 
doctor’s office, and a laundry room. 
Many of these rooms are named af-
ter real local businesses, such as the 
Whistle Stop and South Deerfield 
Veterinary Emergency Hospital.

The walls are painted a soothing 
baby blue to mimic the sky, enhanc-
ing the mini-town ambiance.

“It’s about replicating everyday 
life for children in a playful envi-
ronment,” Hart explained.
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Caitlin Hart (right) and Brandon Thomas have kept the interests and needs 
of  a wide range of  kids in mind while designing their new “indoor playground.”

Left to right: In the next two years captain Mark Fisk, assistant chief  Gary Dion, 
and chief  Dave Hansen will all age out of  the Montague Center fire department.

The Department of  Environmental Protection required Falls Farm 
to put up signs indicating the agency’s enforcement orders were in effect.

GILL-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Cuts After-School Program;
District Not Informed for Months

see RETIREMENTS page A4

see CORNER page A7

MassDEP Lists Violations, 
Orders Farm to Fix Them

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Town Pursuing 
Cooperation, 
But Preparing 
For Conflict, at 
Juggler Meadow
By GEORGE BRACE

Leverett’s selectboard meeting 
on August 13 was short, with the 
board providing an update on pre-
liminary negotiations between town 
officials and representatives of the 
Kittredge estate over a potential 
housing development on 60 acres of 
land on Juggler Meadow Road, and 
adjourning to executive session to 
discuss the matter further. 

Board member Jed Proujansky 
gave an overview of the project, 
saying that the town had not yet re-
ceived a “formal proposal” but that 
a representative of the Kittredge 
estate, Josh Wallack, was discuss-
ing building 150 residential units 
in Leverett and another 250 on ad-
jacent land in Amherst. 

In this scenario, the Leverett 
units would be for owners 55 years 
and older, with 25% designated as 
low- or moderate-income housing. 
Under Chapter 40B of state law, a 
developer of affordable housing 
may bypass local zoning regulations 
in towns, such as Leverett, that do 
not meet a quota of affordable units.

Proujansky said Wallack had 
suggested that rather than applying 
to the state to bypass town zoning 
through a normal 40B application, 
the developer could enter the 40B 
Local Initiative Program (LIP), in 
which they would work together 
with the town to negotiate “what the 
project would look like.”

see LEVERETT page A10
By WILL QUALE

MONTAGUE – Every cloud has 
a silver lining: when news breaks 
thirteen days before the next sum-
mer issue of the Montague Report-
er, there’s time to let the story devel-
op before reporting it.

On Friday, August 9, the state 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (MassDEP) issued a unilat-
eral administrative order to Falls 
Farm – a 110-acre vegetable farm 
on the Montague-Sunderland line 
owned by cardiologist James Ar-
coleo – documenting numerous vi-
olations of state laws inspectors ob-
served during a site visit to the farm 

on July 19. The order prescribes a 
series of actions the farm must take 
over the next months to stabilize 
eroding soil, which both impacts 
wetlands and damages town infra-
structure, and to restore the dis-
turbed wetlands.

In all, Falls Farm was declared to 
be in violation of the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and 
seven different WPA regulations; 
and additionally in violation of the 
state Clean Water Act and one of its 
regulations. According to the order, 
several regulations were violated in 
multiple locations on the property. 

Some of the observed violations 

see ORDERS page A8

By SARAH ROBERTSON

ORANGE – Representatives of 
Leisure Woods Estates are threaten-
ing legal action against members of 
the Orange Mobile Home Park Rent 
Control Board as the hearing pro-
cess for a proposed rent increase at 
the mobile home park is scheduled 
to continue next month.

“Although we anticipate a num-
ber of residents would be unhap-
py at an increase, as would most 
people, the status quo of depressed 
rents and penalizing the owners 
cannot stand,” John Kuzinevich, 
an attorney representing the park’s 
owners, wrote to the board in an 
August 8 letter. “We trust that you 
will follow the law and future dis-
pute may be avoided.”

Last October the owners of Lei-
sure Woods proposed a 43% rental 
increase, from $410 to $588, for 

see LANDLORDS page A5

Mobile Home 
Park Landlords 
Threaten Legal 
Action Over 
Rent Hearings

Milestone Retirements  
To Hit Montague Center

see GMRSD page A5
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By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – A pop-
ular after-school program at Shef-
field Elementary School may not 
run this year, families of students in 
the Gill-Montague district learned 
Tuesday morning, after its state 
funding was unexpectedly canceled. 

The program, which served 77 
children last year according to the 
school district’s website, runs five 
days a week from 3:15 to 5:30 p.m. 
It is a 21st Century Community 

Learning Center (CCLC) site, a fed-
eral model for supporting academ-
ic enrichment outside the regular 
school day intended as a support for 
low-income schools. The grants are 
competitive, with funding decisions 
made at the state level.

The CCLC program at Sheffield 
was started in-house by director of 
teaching and learning Marty Es-
pinola, and continued after Espino-
la left the district through a part-
nership with the Collaborative for  
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With apologies to the peo-
ple who’ve sent in cool shots 
of things like eagles swoop-
ing that have been sitting in 
our email local folders for 
most of the summer, we invite 
you to check out this mold 
on a stump, captured by our 
Greenfield reader Jon Magee 
through an old 30x Micronta 
pocket microscope.

“Costs $10 used on eBay,” 
he explains. “There are a mil-
lion of them, from the ’60s to 
the ’80s. Don’t drop it on the 
floor or let your toddler play with it, 
it will fall apart.... Makes tick larvae 
look like Mothra.”

“It’s been good weather for look-
ing at decaying things,” he adds.

Sometimes the thing to do 
when there isn’t a new big thing 
to look at is just to start looking 

at the same things more closely. 
Our world is complicated at every 
scale. It boggles comprehension, 
which can be relaxing.

Thanks to all the well-wishes 
sent our way on the occasion of 
our 1,000th issue. We hope you 
enjoy our 1,001st just as much!

Stump Speech

Marcy Gregoire fixes a shaved ice at the Nice Snack Parlor, a park-side snack bar located  
in the front lobby of  Nova Motorcycles in Turners Falls. The teacher-owned business specializes in  

organic and local shaved ice and sodas. Gregoire says she strives to “bring fun and whimsy to the visitors  
of  the beautiful waterfront of  Unity Park.” Hours are varied, mostly on weekends and during events.
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Letters to the Editors

I’m grateful for the long overdue 
discussion of lack of representation 
and attendance at Town Meeting.

Montague is the smallest town in 
the state with representative town 
meeting. Times have changed since 
1964, when representative town 
meeting was adopted. The thinking 
that the Town would grow, and rep-
resentation would best suit us mov-
ing forward, has come and gone.

True democracy and participation 
can only increase with bringing back 
Open Town Meeting. Let’s do it!

Deborah Radway
Montague Center

I just read an article concerning a 
grant received by the City of Green-
field for the sole purpose of planting 
shade trees. Welcomed news. How-
ever, I caution the committee to plant 
trees that are native to this area.

I was employed at 48 Sander-
son Street for 12 years. There were 
two beautiful ornamental pear trees 
planted on the north side of the 
building when I first started. Over 
the years I watched those trees 
slowly dwindle to a few branches 
and finally have to be removed. 
The main cause was that the trees 

did not shed their leaves until late 
fall, and early snow load caused 
many branches to break.

The same thing happened to sev-
eral of the same species of tree here 
in Montague Center. One tree near 
the post office had two branches 
left – it looked like a person point-
ing east.

Please choose your trees careful-
ly so they may provide much-need-
ed shade for generations, not years.

Ann Fisk
Montague Center

Planting Trees: 
Choose Local!

Open It Up

We, the below-signed group of educators, 
write to express our support for an immediate 
and permanent ceasefire in the Gaza Strip.

First and foremost, we mourn the loss of ev-
ery Palestinian and Israeli who has been killed.

We believe in the notion of a human fami-
ly. Peace, freedom, and dignified lives for all 
are the reason we are in education. The ongo-
ing assault on Gaza is antithetical to every-
thing we stand for.

In our unique position as teachers, we op-
erate daily under one essential truth: that all 
children are our children. Each one of our 

students is ours, and all of the children of Is-
rael and Palestine are our children. We feel 
an unbearable sadness for every child who 
lives with the trauma of fear and violence. 
We mourn for the children in Gaza who are 
starving, for each child orphaned - some with-
out even one remaining family member - and 
each child who is permanently disabled.

As educators, we recognize the impor-
tance of schools in society. They provide 
children with comfort, education and com-
munity, along with consistent food, shelter, 
and water. In Gaza, however, more than 80% 

of schools have been damaged or destroyed, 
including all twelve of the universities. A 
spokesperson for the UN Children’s Fund 
stated recently that “Not one child in Gaza is 
able to go to school at the moment…children 
have lost the dream and the right to educa-
tion in the Gaza strip today.”

The irony is not lost on us that while our 
schools are facing a budget crisis, our gov-
ernment continues to increase the billions of 
dollars they spend on weapons of war. We 
cannot pretend that our own woes are simply 
locally created and can be locally solved. We 

must connect our struggles and understand 
our own problems in the global context in 
which they exist.

Finally, we write with the understanding 
that words matter. We know that statements 
alone do not elicit change. However, we feel 
when an atrocity of this level is being spon-
sored by our own government, staying silent 
is a statement in and of itself. We hope that in 
publishing this statement, it makes it easier for 
others to say that Palestinian lives matter.

The fight for Palestinian lives is truly inex-
tricable from the fight for a better world for all.

Signed by the following 
Western Massachusetts 
educators:

Elizabeth Byl
Kelly Junno

Raymond Paquette

Kevin Schmith
Karen Kent

Joanne Morgan
John Zyskowski

Karen Shapleigh
Nora Dejesu

Olivia Brighenti

Dory Graham
Isabella Uttley-Rosado

Jake Gallant
Nicole Harper

Huimin Wan
Jylian Tereso

Justin Gianesin

Jen Lucine
Joshua Katz

Miguel Aquino
Brian Rodrigues

Iraida Pastor
Michele Bernhard
Veronica Douglas

Susan Sullivan
Casey Chandler-Alexander

Shawn Donnelly
Nicole Lombardini

Elizabeth Monopoli
Jenna K. Daniels
Charles Dworkin

Jed Dion
Rebekah Jaffe

Heather Hutchinson
David Harasymin

Soleil Sonoda
Laura Evonne Steinman

Ian Petty

OP ED Western Mass Educators Issue Joint Statement on Gaza

Stumps sometimes have a lot going on.
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Compiled by NINA ROSSI

The Village of Lake Pleasant Tea 
and Crumpet Society, also known 
as Montague Word Workers Local 
01347, invites writers and song-
sters and listeners to gather tonight, 
Thursday, August 22 from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at Thompson Temple of The 
National Spiritual Alliance, across 
from the Lake Pleasant post office.

Gatherers will read their own 
writings or those of their favorites. 
Readers should bring two offerings, 
one of up to six minutes and one of 
up to 12 should time permit. David 
James will continue reading from 
Spirit and Spa as part of the 150th 
anniversary of Spiritualism’s orga-
nized arrival at Lake Pleasant and 
the resulting birth of the community.

This Friday, August 23 from 1 
to 3 p.m., the Greenfield Public Li-
brary is hosting a Back-to-School 
Prep Party for teens ages 13 to 
20. Teens can clean out their back-
packs and get ready for the school 
year. Basic school supplies will be 
on hand, as well as demonstrations 
on bullet journaling, vision boards, 
non-stressful after-school sched-
ules, after-school snacks, and more. 

Celebrity guest Miss Winn from 
Greenfield Middle School will be 
there, and each attendee will re-
ceive a free ice cream cone from Ice 
Cream Alley. For more information 
contact teen librarian Francesca 
Passiglia at francesca.passiglia@
greenfield-ma.gov. 

Do turtles, toads, and snakes 
give you or someone you know the 
creeps? Meet these fascinating ani-
mals at a free live animal presenta-
tion, “Turtles to Toads: Herps of the 
North,” at the Discovery Center in 
Turners Falls this Saturday, August 
24 at 3 p.m. and maybe start to con-
quer some of those old fears. 

Staff from the Vermont Natural 
History Museum will present an in-
teractive slide show of the reptiles 
and amphibians of Massachusetts, 
and introduce folks to live animals 

and touchable artifacts. 

The New Salem Library will host 
“The Light Eaters,” a Zoom presen-
tation by author Zoe Schlanger, on 
Monday, August 26 at 4 p.m. Attend 
the session at tinyurl.com/lighteat. 

Schlanger is a staff writer cover-
ing climate change at The Atlantic 
and a frequent contributor to the 
New York Times, Newsweek, The 
Nation, and more. She describes 
how the invisible world of plant 
intelligence offers new understand-
ings of the complexities of life on 
Earth, according to the announce-
ment, challenging “our very under-
standing of agency, consciousness, 
and intelligence.” 

UMass Amherst is looking for 
subjects for a research study who 
will earn $35 for an hour draw-
ing on an iPad with a pencil. If you 
are age 50 and above and healthy 
or mildly cognitively impaired, 
you are eligible. Email microtask@
groups.umass.edu to sign up. 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS), a nonprofit weight-loss 
support group with chapters across 
the US and Canada, will hold an 
open house next Wednesday, Au-
gust 28 at 9:30 a.m. at the Moose 
Lodge, 22 School Street in Green-
field. TOPS is open to men, wom-
en, and children aged seven and 
older, and the first session is free of 
charge. Find out details at the open 
house or visit tops.org.

The Traprock Center for Peace 
and Justice will present the new 
documentary Where the Olive Trees 
Weep in the Greenfield Library 
Community Room next Wednesday, 
August 28 at 5 p.m.

The film explores themes of loss, 
trauma, and the quest for justice that 
forms the struggle of the Palestinian 
peoples under Israeli occupation. 
Palestinian journalist and therapist 
Ashira Darwish, grassroots activ-
ist Ahed Tamimi, Israeli journalist 
Amira Hass and Canadian-Hungar-

ian trauma expert Dr. Gabor Maté 
provide context. 

Palestinian snacks will be pro-
vided by Mohawk Falafel and Sha-
warma, and a post-screening discus-
sion will be moderated by Adrienne 
Craig Williams. The showing is free.

Northfield’s Fiddleheads Gal-
lery is hosting local author Karma 
Kitaj reading from her two-novel 
series, Beguiled and Becoming a 
Woman of Substance, on Thursday, 
August 29 between 5:15 and 6 p.m. 
Enjoy snacks and live music from 
Patter Field and Ted Thornton, fol-
lowed by the readings and signings. 

Public health nurse Sarah Fiske 
and Leverett fire chief Brian Cook 
are offering a safety education ses-
sion on how climate change impacts 
health, accident prevention, emer-
gency preparedness, and more. The 
session takes place next Thursday, 
August 29, at 6 p.m at the Leverett 
public safety complex. Sign up at 
leverettfire.com/summer to attend. 

The Montague Center Common 
Hall hosts a traditional fiddle con-
cert next Thursday, August 29 at 
7 p.m. with Montague’s own Rose 
Jackson and many friends. In this 
double-bill concert, Jackson and 
Helen Kuhar (fiddle, guitar, har-
monium) and Elias Cardoso and 
friends (fiddle, guitar, button ac-
cordion) will bring traditional tunes 
from across the Celtic world, old 
songs with contemporary relevance, 
and contemporary songs with tradi-
tional sensibilities. 

Tickets are $15 to $30. For more 
info or to reserve a seat, contact 
helenkuharmusic@gmail.com.

The next Cinemastorm at the 
Shea Theater in Turners Falls next 
Friday, August 30 will be about 
time. The free double feature pres-
ents the now-classic movies Bill and 
Ted’s Excellent Adventure (1989) 
and Time Bandits (1981). The fun 
starts before the movies with beer 
and trivia at 7:30 p.m. Stay for one 
or both movies.

If you notice purple lights shin-
ing from houses and businesses on 
Saturday evening, August 31 at 8 
p.m., it’s part of the annual Over-
dose Awareness Day, designed to 
reduce the stigma of drug-related 
deaths, raise awareness, and ac-
knowledge the grief of those who 
have lost loved ones. 

The color purple is associat-
ed with courage and bravery, and 
the lights are meant to represent a 
beacon of hope. If you participate, 
you can post photos and videos to 
#WMALightsItPurpleOverdose- 
Awareness2024. Purple bulbs can 
be purchased online or at local-ad-
jacent enormous retail stores. 

Mohawk Trail Concerts honors 
the late Alice Parker with a special 
free concert on Sunday, September 
1, at 3 p.m. at the Federated Church 
on Route 2 in Charlemont. 

Parker, who died in December 
2023 at the age of 98 at her home 
in Hawley, was a composer, con-
ductor, and teacher who wrote more 
than 500 pieces and a friend, rela-
tive, and inspiration to many hill-
town residents. The concert includes 
pieces by Parker, plus pieces she en-
joyed, performed by musicians who 
knew and loved her. There will be 
choral and classical music, Ameri-
can standards, contemporary folk, 
and a sing-along. Anecdotes will be 
shared and refreshments enjoyed. 

 
My brother thought that the old-

time movies featuring comedic actor 
W.C. Fields were hilarious, but my 
mother found the egotistic alcohol-
ic characters he played unbearable 
– too much like my grandfather, in 
a bad way! So be forewarned that 
the next installment in Greenfield 
Garden Cinemas’ silent film se-
ries, Running Wild (1927), might be 
what we now call a trauma trigger 
even though in the silent era there 
were fewer insults and more jug-
gling and other antics from Fields. 

Running Wild plays on Monday, 
September 2 at 6:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is $10.50 adults and $8.50 for 
children, seniors, and students.

This silent film series is really fun 
to go to, as there is live improvised 
music by Jeff Rapsis, who also pres-
ents a little backstory for each fea-
ture before the show. The theater is 
usually full, so get there early. 

The Unnameable x Audible Bite 
festival, this year’s installment of the 
multidisciplinary and belly-filling 
Audible Bite series hosted by Stel-
la Silbert, is coming to Unnameable 
Books in Turners Falls on Saturday, 
September 7 from 3 to 10 p.m. 

The event will feature sound, 
words, movement, and more, by An-
gela Sawyer and Shea Mowat, SKN 
(Suadela Love, Katarina Mazur and 
NAGO), Matt Wellins and Parsa 
Ferdowsi, Alan Sondheim, Loculus 
Collective with Rebecca Schrad-
er, Elle Longpre, Ben Hersey, Mo 
Schweiger, Bella Levavi and Esther 
Solomon, Anselm Berrigan, and a 
community ensemble performance 
of Pauline Oliveros’ Rock Piece.

Food and drink will be served 
throughout the day, starting at 3 
p.m. in the courtyard at 66 Avenue 
A. The event will be a potluck, so 
all are welcome to bring food and 
drink to share; there will also be 
snacks made by Silbert as well 
as vegan and non-vegan frozen 
desserts courtesy of Sorbetto by 
Smudge. 

A donation of $10 to $20 to sup-
port the artists is suggested, but no 
one will be turned away for lack of 
funds. Follow Unnameable Books 
on Instagram at @unnameable-
booksunnameablefalls and check 
for the full schedule and more infor-
mation on the artists. 

Send your local briefs to  
editor@montaguereporter.org.      

MOVIE NIGHT
TODD HAYES

SUPERSTAR: THE KAREN 
CARPENTER STORY

JANE CAMPION
PASSIONLESS MOMENTS

HARRY SMITH
MIRROR ANIMATIONS

FRI. AUG 23 • 7 PM

MUSIC
MATTHEW RYALS/

STEPHAN HALUSKA

JULIE BODIAN
VIC RAWLINGS/ 

ARKM FOAM
JENIFER GELINEAU 

THURS. AUG 22 • 6 PM

GREAT FALLS 
FARMERS MARKET

OPENING DAY!
Saturday, May 4
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Peskeompskut Park
Turners Falls

Every Saturday
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
May to October

Earlier this month the Turners Falls High School softball team celebrated their record-setting 11th state championship  
title with a banquet at the Schuetzen Verein. Each player was presented with a“2024 State Champions” jacket.
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PAPER
Week of August 26 

BOTTLES & CANS
Week of September 2

 in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054
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20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com
 

OPEN three days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs – 11 to 6

(also by chance or appt.)

By CHIP AINSWORTH

NORTHFIELD – Finding a good podcast 
is not an easy chore. Ambient noises like dogs 
barking, babies crying, and doors slamming cre-
ate an impression of amateurism. Desperately 
trying to avoid politics, I stumbled on Dedicat-
ed, hosted by Doug Brunt, who’s written Ghosts 
of Manhattan, Trophy Son, and The Mysterious 
Case of Rudolf Diesel. 

Brunt is intrigued by how authors go about 
their work – if they do outlines, write in long-
hand, work in morning or night – and has in-
terviewed such bestselling authors as Amor 
Towles, Anna Quindlen, and Scott Turow. Ever 
wonder how Lee Child hit upon calling his pro-
tagonist “Jack Reacher?” In England, where 
Child lives, Brits use a contraption called a 
reacher to lift an item off the top shelf.

Brunt begins each interview by mixing a 
drink for both to enjoy during the hour-long 
conversations – tequila for Patricia Cornwell, 
Manhattan for Mike Rowe, dry martini for 
Richard Haass, and so on.

Penn Jillette’s favorite libation is “the air we 
breathe, no alcohol, no caffeine.” The multi-tal-
ented 69-year-old Jillette is best known for the 
“Penn and Teller” magic act he performs with 
Amherst College grad Raymond Teller, but at the 
time of the interview in December 2022 he had 
written eleven books including two novels.

Most folks in these parts can tell you Jillette 
was born in Greenfield and attended Greenfield 
High School. They also know his father Sam 

was a coin collector and jail guard when Chet 
Martin was sheriff. They remember he entered a 
pink Cadillac in the demo derby at the Franklin 
County Fair, and that he studied at the Ringling 
Bros. Barnum & Bailey Clown College, pre-
sumably at the flagship campus in Sarasota.

Jillette didn’t finish high school, “but I al-
ways enjoyed writing. My mom was a typing 
teacher and taught me to type when I was very 
young, eight or nine. I was a big fan of science, 
a very good science student – I mean for Green-
field, Massachusetts.”

“I wanted to start with your early life, you 
were born in Massachusetts,” says Brunt.

“Born in western Massachusetts,” says Jillette. 
“You have to say that because people think Massa-
chusetts is Boston, and they think that it’s hip and 
intellectual… or it’s Dorchester [and] it’s tough.

“But there’s this whole section of western 
Massachusetts, before you get further west 
where all the rich people from New York live, 
where it gets like Kerouac country. It’s this little 
section of dead factory towns that’s just fentan-
yl. It’s Massachusetts, but it feels maybe a little 
more like West Virginia.”

Ouch that hurts, but Jillette’s more about 
honesty than kindness.

Richard Nixon resigned 50 years ago this 
month for trying to cover up his knowledge of the 
Watergate break-in. On June 17, 1972, five polit-
ical operatives were arrested for burglarizing the 
Democratic National Committee headquarters in 
the Watergate Office Building in Washington. It 

was an election year and they were digging for 
dirt. It was typical Spy vs. Spy stuff.

The left-wing media loved to portray Nixon 
as a threat to democracy, similar to how it treats 
Donald Trump today. Nixon signed the National  
Environmental Policy Act and established the 
Environmental Protection Agency. He signed the 
Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act, and helped 
stop crime, and re-introduced heroin addicts back 
into society by letting them use methadone.

All things considered, maybe it’s time to take 
Nixon’s photo off the dartboard.

ETC., ETC.: Wordle will run out of five-letter 
words in 2027, then what? “We’ll throw every-
thing back into the pot,” Wordle editor Tracy Ben-
nett told the Huffington Post.… Shop where you 
want, but during the first week of August it cost 
$20.99 in “Everyday savings” for a 32-count box 
of Keurig Cups at Big Y in Greenfield, and $12.99 
for the same product at Market Basket in Swanzey. 
An unscientific study by yours truly concluded 
that on average, $100 of groceries at Big Y costs 
$80 at Market Basket…. According to a reliable 
source, the state’s contract with the former Super 
8 on the Greenfield rotary will not be renewed at 
the end of the year.… Big Y shoppers could hear 
Soulfest music blaring from the Franklin County 
Fairgrounds on August 17, a rainy weekend when 
the Christian version of Woodstock came to town.

Chip Ainsworth writes sports for  
the Recorder and news and opinion for 

the Reporter. He lives in Northfield.

A Magician and a TricksterAT LARGE

his tenure. He mentioned a fire at 
an apartment building on Dry Hill 
Road and another at a home on 
Taylor Hill, but said the largest 
conflagration he was called to help 
put out was the burning of the Shef-
field Elementary School in Turners 
Falls in 1987. That school had been 
moved into the old Turners Falls 
High School building on Crock-
er Avenue. The Montague Center 
department was called in to assist 
Turners under the concept of “mu-
tual aid” – another state-regulated 
policy which benefits both fire de-
partments in town.

The other memorable fire men-
tioned by Dion destroyed a section 
of the Strathmore paper mill com-
plex known as Building 10, set 
ablaze by a disgruntled employee 
of then-owner Jerry Jones who tes-
tified at his trial that he had been 
electrocuted removing copper wire 
at Jones’s direction. Dion said this 
was the “longest fire” in his recol-
lection, as the structure continued to 
reignite for nearly a day.

Asked what the biggest chal-
lenges were for a member of the 
small volunteer fire department, 
Dion stressed the uncertainties of 
family life associated with being 
nearly always on call. 

“You may be getting ready for 
a short vacation and have the car 
packed up,” he said, “and then sud-
denly have to unpack and get to a 
fire.” Dion also pointed to the sig-
nificant amount of training time 
required to master a dangerous job 
which requires teamwork. “You 
have to train so you can go home at 
night,” he said.

Dion and Fisk both also serve 
as commissioners of the Montague 
Center Water District. Many res-
idents find the structure and gov-
ernance of the town’s independent 
water and fire departments confus-
ing. These are not connected to the 
town government, but rather exist 
within “prudential districts” with 

RETIREMENTS from page A1

their own oversight boards and 
annual meetings, similar to town 
meetings.

To make matters more confus-
ing, while the Turners Falls water 
and fire departments are both part 
of the Turners Falls Fire District, 
and their combined budgets are 
voted at a single annual meeting in 
the spring, in Montague Center the 
two departments are “completely 
separate,” according to Hansen, 
with two districts and two separate 
annual meetings. 

The village of Lake Pleasant, 
meanwhile, is covered by the Mon-
tague Center Fire Department and 
pays taxes to it, but receives water 
from the Turners Falls Water De-
partment.

The origins of these separate de-
partments are not well-documented. 

One source who asked not to be 
identified told us that he had heard 
that the Montague Center Fire De-
partment was established in 1942 
after the Turners Falls department 
refused to put out a fire in a barn in 
that village. Several residents then 
drove to Boston and initiated legis-
lation on Beacon Hill to create an 
independent fire district.

Local historian and historical 
commission member Ed Grego-
ry sent us an account from a 1954 
history of Montague celebrating 
the town’s 200th anniversary. It 
recounted that in the early 1920s, 
a group of “interested persons got 
together and purchased a Model 
T Ford truck and equipped it as a 
fire engine.” Soon after, a Packard 
was converted into another engine. 
These vehicles were apparently 

housed at the center’s old town hall 
and at residents’ houses, but were 
soon retired. 

The village, according to this 
account, had no guaranteed pro-
tection until 1941, when a group of 
citizens “made an exhaustive study 
of the needs of a fire district in this 
village,” and after “considerable 
effort” got legislation passed estab-
lishing a volunteer department.

Hansen told us that the two fire 
departments in Montague now “work 
great together; we always come to 
fires in each other’s villages.” 

As far as working at a small 
volunteer department for 35 years 
goes, he focused on the social ex-
perience. “For those of us who love 
it,” he told us, “it’s ca-
maraderie you don’t get 
anywhere else.”

Fisk, Dion, and Hansen all told the Reporter they are optimistic that recent interest will help sustain the volunteer department. 
Fisk and Dion (at left) also serve as commissioners of  the Montague Center water district, an entity distinct from the fire district. 

WILL QUALE PHOTO
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French King
Restaurant & Motel

breakfast and lunch 
Friday – 8 a.m to 2 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  – 7 a.m. to  2 p.m.
dinner

Friday & Saturday – 4:30 to 9:30 p.m.
call to confirm: (413) 423-3328

about 150 mobile home park lots located on a 
bend of the Millers River in Orange. As part 
of its application the company was required to 
submit its current operating budget, as well as 
a summary of prior years’ expenses. 

The rent control board held public hearings 
in June and July and is continuing to review 
the materials as it deliberates. At a meeting in 
the town hall auditorium on August 14, the 
board continued to review and question Lei-
sure Woods’ budget documents and requested 
more information, including vendor invoices, 
prior to its next meeting on September 11. 

Rent control board chair Jane Peirce point-
ed out multiple inconsistencies between the 
company’s proposed operating budget and 
the more detailed itemization submitted with 
Kuzinevich’s letter on August 8. Among oth-
er examples, she said that the supplemental 
materials itemizing a $75,000 line item for 
“maintenance and materials” in the original 
budget appeared to only add up to $11,000.

“I can’t yet reconcile what items are in 
your budget in which category so we know 
what to ask for,” Peirce said. “It’s not cor-
relating to the detail you provided.”

In his letter, Kuzinevich suggested that due 
to the depressed economic conditions of Or-
ange, “a higher rate of return is warranted as 
such conditions pose more of a risk.” Leisure 
Woods is seeking a retroactive rent increase 
to the date of its initial request. 

“We are troubled that the Board suggest-
ed that there be equitable considerations of 
the impact of an increase on residents,” the 
attorney’s letter continued. “The prior advo-
cacy of Town Counsel also suggested that 
because Orange is economically depressed 
there should be a lower rate of return. Both 
positions are mistaken. There is no language 
in the Ordinance suggesting that equitable 
considerations should be made. 

“If that is done,” the letter argued, “it is 
illegally forcing the owners to subsidize the 
housing and in so doing constitutes a taking.”

Kuzinevich did not respond to a request 
from the Reporter this week seeking clari-
fication on this point, and asking what kind 
of suit his firm was suggesting it would file.

The town bylaw establishing the Rent 

Control Board in 1985 states that the board 
may raise or lower the ground rental rate in 
order to “remove hardships or correct inequi-
ties for both the owner and the tenant, and to 
yield to the owner a fair net operating income 
for mobile home park accommodation.”

“In today’s economy any increase under 
10% is extraordinarily modest,” Kuzinevich 
wrote.

Leisure Woods Estates owner Glenn Gid-
ley and his son Adam, the park’s operations 
manager, attended the August 14 meeting and 
answered a number of the board’s questions 
before leaving early, seemingly in frustration.

“You may have noticed Mr. Gidley has 
left,” Kuzinevich said. “He feels the process 
has gone totally off the rails – it has not been 
reined in. I’m going to have a discussion with 
him tomorrow about the scope of responses, or 
whether we will seek alternate relief in court.”

The rent control board had asked if the 
company could show invoices and receipts 

from prior years, prompting Glenn Gidley to 
complain that this would require “a tremen-
dous amount of work.” 

“You’re looking at us copying hundreds 
and hundreds and hundreds of documents,” 
he said. “We’ve had this application in for a 
long time.”

Control board member Julie Davis said 
most contemporary businesses use account-
ing software that allows them to produce re-
ports of prior invoices and payments. After 
some deliberation, the board members clar-
ified that they were only seeking to review 
“some” prior transactions.

The board had also requested more infor-
mation regarding a recent substantial increase 
in the company’s projected payroll in the last 
two years, probing the job descriptions and 
compensation for Adam Gidley’s part-time 
position, and those for the property manager, 
Tracy Mills. Peirce said many aspects of the 
two jobs seemed duplicative.

“It sounds like we’re paying two managers,” 
Leisure Woods resident Jackie Hicks agreed.

“The salaries that are paid to John and Tra-
cy have gone up,” Glenn Gidley said. “The 
amount of compensation for Adam – he was 
doing this job at times and not getting paid, 
quite frankly, because the corporation didn’t 
have the money… That’s why we’re here, 
asking you for these increases.”

He also confirmed, in response to questions 
from another tenant, that Mills shows and sells 
trailers at Leisure Woods for his other business, 
Salem Manufactured Homes, and receives a 
commission on sales. Adam Gidley said that 
Mills does not sell homes during her working 
hours, one of several comments that elicited 
murmurs from the park tenants in the audience.

“I saw, with my own eyes, Tracy showing 
some individuals a home on regular busi-
ness hours,” Jennifer Desreuisseau report-
ed. “I’ve seen it maybe a handful of times. 
Most recently, I think the home was parked 
down by the dumpster area – that’s kind of 
the norm where they would sit.”

At a prior meeting, Glenn Gidley stated 
that the family’s manufactured-home compa-
ny and Leisure Woods Estates, one of the sev-
en mobile home parks listed on its website, 
are completely unrelated businesses.

Following the August 14 meeting, Kuzinev-
ich told the Reporter that the rent control board 
has so far focused only on Leisure Woods’s 
expenses, and not on what the company be-
lieves would be a “fair rate of return” on its in-
vestment. The Leisure Woods Estates property 
is assessed at about $3 million, he said, and 
last year the company only generated about 
$25,000 in profit after covering its expenses. 

“No prudent investor would accept less 
than a half a percent rate of return on $3 mil-
lion,” he argued. 

In his August 8 letter, Kuzinevich implied 
that the town’s failure to allow the firm to 
generate a higher rate of profit was legally 
actionable.

“Finally getting a fair rate of return is im-
portant to my clients and is urgently need-
ed,” Kuzinevich wrote. “We hope the Board 
recognizes this and that we can 
avoid Court clarification of these 
concepts.”

LANDLORDS from page A1

Glenn Gidley, whose family owns or holds interest in a number of  mobile home parks in the region as well 
as a New Hampshire-based manufactured home company, left last week’s rent control board meeting early, 
visibly frustrated. Leisure Woods Estates is now seeking rent increases retroactive to last fall, and Gidley’s 
attorney says the company is now considering legal action against the town of  Orange over the prolonged 

process, and the board’s focus on the company’s expenses rather than how much profit it should earn.
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Educational Services (CES), a Northampton-based agen-
cy that operates roughly 15 after-school sites in member 
districts, according to executive director Todd Gazda.
CES handles the paperwork for renewing the grant fund-
ing from year to year, and program staff are on CES’s 
payroll rather than the school district’s.

“While this decision appears to have been made 
in the spring,” Gill-Montague superintendent Brian 
Beck wrote in an email to families Tuesday, “we were 
not informed by CES until just a few days ago.... This 
very late notification leaves our students and families 
served by the Sheffield Afterschool Program in a very 
challenging situation.”

Beck wrote that he shared the news “with great disap-
pointment and frustration,” adding that “CES is attempt-
ing to find other possible grant funding.”

The decision not to renew the grant, he explained, was 
made by the state Department of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education (DESE) based on a standardized ru-
bric. Up until this year it was not used as a hard line, but 
this year DESE had decided it would cut any site scoring 
under 70. The Sheffield site received a 68.5.

“That’s also the frustrating part of it,” Beck told the 
school committee Tuesday night. “[CES] write the grant, 
fund it, hire the people who work in the program, over-
see the program. But if they had communicated to either 
[Sheffield principal] Kerry [Heathwaite] or I, the district 
could have had an impact on those scores for sure.”

“It’s really a blow for the families,” said committee 
chair Jane Oakes. “It’s been a great program for years.”

The program was scheduled to begin in mid-Septem-
ber, and Beck said the administration is now studying 
how the program operated and attempting to quickly 
locate replacement funding for a program.

Business manager Joanne Blier said it cost roughly 
$107,000 last school year to run the program, plus about 
$30,000 for the summer. Beck said Montague town ad-
ministrator Walter Ramsey was “brainstorming” ways 
the community might pull that much money together.

Committee member Carol Jacobs suggested that the 
program could be run through an agency such as the 
YMCA or the Girls Club of Greenfield (now the Learn-

ing Knoll). “I feel like we have some obligation to put 
something quality together,” she said, “and not say, 
‘Well, we might do it in January.’ We’ve got two weeks 
– parents are going to be needing this care for their kids.”

Beck said he agreed. “Hopefully we’ll be able to over-
come this loss of funding, and perhaps seek to apply for 
these grants ourselves in the future rather than having it 
run by an outside organization.”

Gazda told the Reporter that CES is “trying to move 
heaven and earth to secure funding to keep something 
going up there,” and that he felt “cautiously optimistic” 
it could be accomplished.

“We have to find something so we can keep it going 
this year, and then help establish a longer-term plan,” he 
said. “We recognize the importance of this program to 
the community, and want to do everything possible on 
our end to secure funding so it can continue.”

Gazda said CES’s development staff was “looking 
at multiple funding streams,” including private foun-
dation grants. On the state level, DESE has been work-
ing to make a new pot of funding available through the 
non-profit Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership, but 
those grants will not be available in time for this fall.

“One of the things about these federal grants through 
21st Century,” Gazda added, “is after a certain number 
of years, the amount of funding begins to go down... The 
expectation is that districts will find alternate sources of 
funding to help build it up and keep it going.” 

Gazda confirmed that CES had learned that the state’s 
evaluation rubric would disqualify Sheffield in “late 
spring, early summer.” Asked whether CES agreed with 
DESE’s assessment, he paused to choose his words.

“There’s always a give and take in these type of 
things,” he said. There are areas we feel we should have 
scored higher on, but at the end of the day, it’s their as-
sessment that makes the determination.”

Christine Bates, director of the afterschool program, 
told the Reporter she was “disappointed, and hopeful.”

“It’s not about me,” she said when asked about her 
potential loss of a job. “It’s about the families who need 
us to take care of their children.”

Bates said she had “great faith” in the 
community’s ability to solve the problem. 

GMRSD from page A1
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A WISE INVESTMENT.
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By KATE SAVAGE

A new police officer could be coming to Gill to re-
place retiring sergeant Jason Bassett, but the force is un-
likely to expand beyond two full-time officers this year. 

At their meeting last Monday, the selectboard rec-
ommended hiring John Richardson, who is currently 
a sergeant in the town of Bernardston, and served be-
fore that in Northfield. Richardson is also the founder 
and owner of First Circle Safety, a security training 
and consulting company. If hired, he will enter at 
Bassett’s current pay rate of $37.82 per hour.

“He brings a lot to the table,” said police chief 
Christopher Redmond, who touted Richardson’s expe-
rience in the area. “He’ll be the type of guy who can 
go to a call without looking at a GPS.”

Redmond said other applicants for the position 
were “very well qualified,” and expressed interest in 
hiring another officer, as new state regulations make 
it more difficult to find part-time officers. But town 
administrator Ray Purington offered a sobering as-
sessment on funding additional police this fiscal year.

“I’m kind of out of places that we could tap into,” 
said Purington. He noted that the town had pared back 
or rejected several requests in the current town budget 
in order to keep property taxes from ballooning. “We’re 
still in the second month of this fiscal year, which is way 
too early to be identifying places where there might be 
money left over,” he said. “I can’t find any more.”

To determine funding possibilities moving forward, 
members of the finance committee in attendance re-
quested more information. “What would it look like if 
we did have only two full-time police officers?” asked 
Tupper Brown. He requested statistics on how often 
calls go unanswered, the consequences of unanswered 
calls, and how long on average it takes the state police 
to respond when local officers are busy.

“What would be the impact on the community 
generally, when it comes to having fewer policemen 
around?” asked Brown. “It seems like it would be 
important to know that.”

Redmond responded that he could pull together 
these statistics, but cautioned that the numbers would 
not tell the whole story. “The statistics will show you 
what’s happened, but to be prepared for the best in-
sulation against having problems, the caveats are just 
unknown,” he said.

Asked about the most frequent “calls of impor-
tance,” Redmond said these are often drug-related 
calls, which are also medical calls. “The medical per-
sonnel like the scene to be secure before they go in, 
because they don’t have self-defensive training,” he 
said. “They’re going to do what they call ‘stage-and-
wait’ until a law enforcement representative can go in 
and secure the scene.” Redmond cautioned that slow 
police responses in those situations could cost lives. 

Selectboard chair Greg Snedeker suggested a larger 
police force might be needed to respond to climate and 
demographic changes. “I’m concerned with the fact 
that we’re getting more weather-related emergencies,” 

he said. “You couple that with our population getting 
older, where we’re seeing more emergencies for health 
reasons… Public safety is stretching thin.”

Finance committee member Becca Mandel asked 
whether any current police roles could be covered by 
civilian workers in the future. Redmond pointed to an-
imal control officers and a regional mental health cli-
nician co-responder as already lightening the load. He 
suggested that a civilian administrator could carry out 
the department’s “paper-pushing” at a lower pay rate. 

Snedeker added that further discussion on the is-
sue will also include the possibility of joining with 
other towns in the area for a regional police force. 
“But, you know how hard it is to get regionalization 
researched and moved forward,” cautioned Snedeker, 
who has served on the school regionalization com-
mittee for around five years.

Other Business
The Cooperative Public Health Service of the Frank-

lin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) is giv-
ing Gill two “naloxone cabinets,” weatherproof boxes 
with six doses of naloxone inside, which FRCOG will 
restock as needed. Naloxone can save lives by rapidly 
reversing opioid overdoses. Possible locations for the 
cabinets include town hall and the police station.

The town is applying for a grant to study the clas-
sification and compensation of its employees. Pur-
ington predicted the study would show that several 
positions are not being paid anywhere close to cur-
rent market rate. “We have positions on our wage 
scale where the entire posted range for that position 
is less than minimum wage,” he added. “Why would 
someone come to work for that?” 

If awarded, the study will be carried out by the Col-
lins Center for Public Management at UMass Boston. 

The town is also applying for an Emergency Manage-
ment Performance Grant, asking for a little over $2,000 
to replace two torn and weathered ice rescue suits, and 
$687 to continue funding the CodeRED Reverse 911 
system, which allows emergency services to send warn-
ings and urgent updates to a specific population.

The selectboard agreed to sign a letter of support 
for a proposed state paint stewardship law. Under the 
law, consumers would pay a fee of less than $1 per 
gallon in exchange for free paint disposal at voluntary 
collection sites – which are typically small retailers. 
Much of the reclaimed paint would be reblended and 
resold to groups like Habitat for Humanity, while the 
rest would be properly discarded. 

Proponents say the law, which exists in most of 
Massachusetts’s neighboring states, would decrease 
pollution from toxic paint and can be used as a model 
for other “product stewardship” legislation.

Purington announced it is time to sign up with the 
recreation committee for the after-school soccer pro-
gram. Payment and waiver forms are due back at the 
back-to-school ice cream social on August 27.

The next Gill selectboard meeting will be held next 
Monday, August 26, at 5:30 p.m. at the town hall.

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

Bid to Snag Bernardston Sergeant

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Short by one member, the Wen-
dell Selectboard followed a 2½-hour 
open meeting with an executive ses-
sion, “to comply with or act under 
the authority of any general or spe-
cial law, or grant-aid requirements.” 
In the absence of Laurie DiDonato, 
Gillian Budine served as acting chair. 

Budine announced that Wen-
dell’s official posting site has 
moved from the bulletin board out-
side the office building to the town 
website. People posting will now 
have to submit their meeting agen-
das to clerk Anna Wetherby, one 
week ahead of the meeting, and she 
will post them on the website. 

The open meeting began with 
Anna Gyorgy and Chris Queen, 

members of the citizens’s group 
No Assault & Batteries (NAB), 
coming into the meeting room, 
unscheduled. They thanked the se-
lectboard and planning board for 
the part they played in New Leaf 
Energy’s decision to drop a propos-
al to build a 100-megawatt battery 
system in town. 

Gyorgy went on to say, “It is not 
fully clear they will not come back,” 
and she asked the town to maintain 
a paper or email trail of all commu-
nication among town staff, the citi-
zens, New Leaf, NAB, and the state. 

In related news, the Massachusetts 
attorney general’s office has delayed 
a decision on the legal standing of the 
battery bylaw passed at Wendell’s 
May 1 special town meeting. NAB 
member Laurel Facey, connecting 
by Zoom, noted that the office had 
sent its decision to Wendell’s town 
counsel instead of the selectboard, as 
would have been more appropriate.

Overgrowth
National Grid manager of vege-

tation control Lance Wade updated 
the board on plans to “improve reli-
ability” of electricity in preparation 
for winter. Crucial in the effort, he 
said, is trimming pine and hemlock 
branches that hang over the line that 
runs into town from the Wendell 
Depot substation. The utility also 
plans to create a “back feed” from 
Shutesbury into Wendell in case of 
damage to that line. 

Inspection of all overhead wires 
in town is still in progress, and Wade 
said he plans to hold a hearing about 
any trees he feels should be removed. 

Town coordinator Glenn John-
son-Mussad said he wanted to 
manage the hearing procedure. 

Wade reported that a large oak 
at the east end of the town office 
building property has a branch that 
threatens a house, which can come 
down while National Grid has a log 
truck in town. 

Budine brought up Farley Road, 
which has seen a disproportionate 
amount of storm damage in recent 
years. Its wires, as well as the road, 
might be vulnerable to storms, she 
warned. 

Budine also mentioned logs that 
were left close to the road after earli-
er tree work, causing a problem with 
snow plowing. Wade said he thought 
any cut wood that homeowners do 
not want could go directly to the 
town wood bank, but the wood bank 
is still a work in progress. 

Assistant town clerk Stephen 
Broll told board members that he 
and Wetherby plan to cut knotweed 
growing on the west side of the 
office building property, and that 
since knotweed is considered inva-
sive, he hoped they could dispose 
of the cuttings in the open-top con-
tainer at WRATS. 

The road boss had already ap-
proved this request, and the select-
board members approved it as well, 
but left the final decision to WRATS 
manager Asa DeRoode and highway 
commission chair Phil Delorey. 

Contamination
Selectboard member Paul Doud 

reported that town facilities engineer 
Jim Slavas and Wendell Country 
Store proprietor Patty Scutari had 
discussed options for protecting the 

store’s water supply when excessive 
rain may contaminate it. 

Scutari is still considering options 
for the store’s water. Reverse osmo-
sis or an ultraviolet treatment might 
cost less than connecting the store to 
the town water system. Because the 
store and adjacent Deja Brew pub 
serve more than 25 people, the well 
there is considered a public water 
supply, subject to state regulation.

The selectboard approved a mod-
ified liquor license for the pub that 
would allow for extended hours, as 
is now allowed by Massachusetts. 

Monsters
Citizens Alistair MacMartin and 

Donna Horn brought the dragon’s 
head from the most recent Mis-
fit Prom parade in to the meeting, 
offering it for display in a town 
building. It is big, but being made 
of papier-mâché, it is also light and 
vulnerable to weather. 

Budine said she thought it might 
hang well in the meeting room, as 
long as Wetherby thinks it will not 
interfere with voting, and fire chief 
Joe Cuneo does not consider it a 
fire hazard. 

The town would accept it 
as a loan for maybe two years. 
MacMartin said he would make a 
plaque for it. 

Before she left the room, Horn 
mentioned that the large convex 
mirror at the intersection of Mor-
mon Hollow and Farley roads had 
been damaged in a storm. Budine 
said she would check to see if re-
placing it is a town responsibility.

Other Business
Johnson-Mussad shared a draft 

report from a fire regionalization 
study sponsored by the town of Le-
verett, and asked if board members 
thought it would be useful to apply 
for a second Community Compact 
grant from the state to continue 
studying the idea. Questions re-
main about response time and lo-
cating fire trucks. 

Thinking more information may 
be helpful, board members agreed 
that a second part of the study 
would be worth pursuing. Shutes-
bury would apply for the grant. 

During a discussion of inspection 
fees, treasurer Carolyn Manley said 
she had not yet opened a thick enve-
lope from plumbing inspector Casey 
Bashaw, but she hoped it contained 
the records of his inspections. 

Manley reported that only one of 
the town’s three full-time employ-
ees had opted out of getting health 
insurance from the town. She sug-
gested that he should get a bonus of 
$1,900, which is less than the cost 
of health insurance but still some-
thing. The selectboard agreed.

MacMartin announced that Old 
Home Day is scheduled for Sep-
tember 21, and said that members 
of the ad hoc committee planning 
the day’s events hoped they could 
close off Center Street between the 
Meetinghouse and the gazebo. Peo-
ple wanting to park on Center would 
enter from the north end of the north 
common and park on one side only. 

The selectboard approved this 
request, and added that the group 
should contact the town hall coor-
dinator about opening the building 
for bathroom use.

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Dragon’s Head Examined; Curved Mirror Breaks; 
Remover of  Limbs Warns Winter Will Return

By HANNAH BROOKMAN

TURNERS FALLS – Videos 
from this year’s Pocumtuck Home-
lands Festival in Unity Park are 
slowly being released. As of now, 
we have uploaded Tom Porter’s 
speech, the Iron River Singers, and 
Hawk Henries’ flute performance 
(pictured below). Many more are 
on their way! 

The Montague selectboard met 
on August 19, and the GMRSD 
school committee met on the 20th. 

We have those, as well as last week’s 
meetings from the Gill selectboard 
and the Montague planning board, 
available on our Vimeo as well. 

All MCTV videos are aired on 
Channel 9 as well as being featured 
on the MCTV Vimeo page. 

If there is a meeting, event, per-
formance or happening in Mon-
tague or surrounding towns that you 
think MCTV should capture, let us 
know! And if you also have an idea 
for a show, MCTV is always avail-
able to assist in local productions as 
well. Just reach out!

Contact us at (413) 863-9200 or 
infomontaguetv@gmail.com, fol-
low us on Facebook, or find us on 
Instagram @montaguecommuni-
tytv. For videos and more, check out 
our website, montaguetv.org.

Montague Community Television News 

Homelands Fest Vids 
Trickle Into Public Sphere

M
C

TV
 IM

A
G

E



THE MONTAGUE REPORTERAUGUST 22, 2024 A7

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

Hart has equipped the playground 
with Melissa & Doug toys and is 
constructing additional wooden 
structures, ensuring that the facility 
is predominantly wood-based.

The playground will also fea-
ture a nursing room for parents; 
a low-sensory room for children 
sensitive to light and sound, which 
will include a sensory swing; and 
a small area for infants who are 
newly crawling. A central climbing 
structure and ball pit will help kids 
burn off energy.

In addition to the pretend café, 
there will be a small real café, offer-
ing snacks for both grown-ups and 
children.

Hart, who moved to Millers Falls 
three years ago from the eastern part 
of the state, has five children of her 
own – three biological and two fos-
ter. Last year, she opened a home 
daycare with a similar focus on 
imaginative play. Her background 
in the medical field has fueled her 
passion for working with children, 
she explained, and her experience 
with the daycare helped her connect 

with the local community and in-
spired the new venture.

The goal of Chaos Corner is 
to foster community connections 
and provide a place for children 
to socialize, Hart said. The facility 
operates on a “pay-to-play” basis, 
with one adult admission included 
per child. Fees will be waived for 
family visits with supervised De-
partment of Children and Families 
workers, and the facility will be 
more affordable than similar op-
tions in the area, according to Hart. 
She also noted that she accepts 
vouchers at her daycare to support 
affordability.

The community has already 
shown strong support, with many 
contributing to Chaos Corner’s Am-
azon wishlist.

“It’s clear that parents are excited 
about having this new space for their 
children this winter,” Hart said.

The new storefront will occupy 
the building previously used by 
Rustic Romance, an antique store 
that closed earlier this year. 

Cindy Bayer, owner of Rustic 
Romance, expressed her enthusi-

asm: “I wish the new owners much 
success, and always love to see a 
new business coming to the village 
of Millers Falls.”

Hart spoke about the ma-
jor shortage of child care in the 
area. She explained when she first 
opened her home child care facility 
she had to turn people away from 
an open house event, getting almost 
200 interested families. While the 
playground won’t solve the un-
derlying issue of the lack of day-
care, she said, it will help provide 
much-needed indoor activities for 
families in the area. 

“There is a huge need in this 
area for affordable and comfortable 
space to send children,” Hart said.

Hart remains hopeful that Cha-
os Corner will provide a fun, safe 
environment for young children to 
enjoy, and a valuable resource for 
families in need. 

A website for the playground is 
still under development, but up-
dates can be found on the “Chaos 
Corner, Toddler Indoor 
Playground” page on 
Facebook.

CORNER from page A1

By KATIE NOLAN

On August 12, the Erving se-
lectboard approved the warrant 
for a special town meeting next 
Wednesday, August 28 at 7 p.m. 
at Erving Elementary School. The 
articles include a citizens’ peti-
tion requiring the moderator to act 
on requests for secret ballot votes 
at town meeting, $12,000 for an 
electronic voting system for town 
meeting, easements along Church 
Street for reconstruction of the 
Church Street bridge, a relocation 
of Care Drive, a reorganization of 
the town bylaws, and payment of a 
prior year’s bill.

In a memo, town counsel Don-
na MacNicol recommended adding 
three articles to the start of the town 
meeting formalizing procedures, 
such as eliminating the need to read 
articles aloud, authorizing specific 
non-residents to speak, and assert-
ing the moderator’s authority to call 
the result of a voice vote when a 
two-thirds majority is required. 

The board agreed to include the 
elimination of the reading of arti-
cles as a proposed procedural vote 
on August 28, and to work on rules 
for conducting town meeting to be 
presented at the next annual town 
meeting in the spring. 

Police Department
The town has paid for repairs to 

one of its police cruisers in Janu-
ary, April, and June, and the cruis-
er now needs an estimated $7,450 
worth of transmission and air con-
ditioning repairs. 

Selectboard member James 
Loynd asked whether the town was 
throwing good money after bad.

Selectboard member Scott Bas-
tarache asked where the money for 
a replacement vehicle could come 
from, or whether the department 
could stretch out the lifespan of the 
current vehicle, a 2017 Ford Tau-
rus hybrid. 

Asked about the cost of a new 

cruiser by finance committee mem-
ber Daniel Hammock, police chief 
Robert Holst estimated $70,000 to 
$75,000. 

“We don’t have $70,000 right 
now,” Hammock commented, and 
moved to pay for the repairs to the 
current cruiser. The fin com voted 
unanimously to approve this, and 
the selectboard concurred. 

The board reviewed a policy and 
job description provided by Holst 
for the department’s community 
services cadet program. Bastarache 
asked for the policy to state that 
the purpose of the cadet program 
is to prepare candidates for police 
academy training, and for eventual 
work as full-time officers. He also 
recommended that the policy re-
quire cadets to meet objective de-
partment criteria before attending 
the academy. 

Holst agreed to revise the pol-
icy and job description for a later 
meeting.

Former IP Mill
Engineering consultants Tighe 

& Bond provided a conceptual plan 
and opinion of cost of abatement, 
demolition, and structural repair for 
portions of four buildings at the for-
mer International Paper Mill, with 
the goal of minimizing repair costs. 
The estimate totaled slightly less 
than the $600,000 available from a 
MassDevelopment grant. 

The board voted to submit the 
plan to MassDevelopment and, if 
approved, have Tighe & Bond pre-
pare bid documents for the work. 

Getting Around
After hearing concerns about 

vehicle speed and pedestrian safe-
ty on North and Church Streets, 
the selectboard solicited proposals 
from several contractors. Green 
International Affiliates, Inc., which 
has been studying Route 2 with 
MassDOT and is currently prepar-
ing plans to reconstruct the section 
of the highway from Farley through 

Erving Center, provided a $49,896 
proposal for studying traffic calm-
ing and meeting the state’s Com-
plete Streets criteria. 

The board asked town adminis-
trator Bryan Smith to check with 
MassDOT to see if a planning 
grant is available, and to prepare 
information for the capital plan-
ning committee to consider the 
project for FY’26.

On a separate topic, the board 
voted to engage Green Internation-
al Affiliates for just under $34,000 
in professional engineering ser-
vices to study the feasibility of the 
proposed Blue Heron Greenway 
project, which would develop a 
shared-use path from Farley to Er-
ving Center on the Wendell side of 
the Millers River. 

The board voted to extend the 
deadline for completion of work 
at Bridge Street and Maple Avenue 
from August 13 until August 30. 

The contractor, A. Martin & 
Sons, had asked the town for a 
three-week extension due to a de-
lay in obtaining the sheeting need-
ed to stabilize the roadway during 
excavation.

Other Business
The board approved two pro-

posals from Tighe & Bond for 
work related to the former Maple 
Avenue landfill: $25,900 to moni-
tor private wells within a 500-foot 
radius of the landfill for PFAS, and 
another $25,600 for groundwater 
monitoring.

The board approved a job de-
scription for a financial clerk posi-
tion, supporting both the tax collec-
tor and principal assessor at a total 
of 19 hours per week. Principal 
assessor Jacquelyn Boyden and tax 
collector Michele Turner, accord-
ing to Boyden, agreed to combine 
the hours previously approved for 
an assessors’ clerk with the vacant 
position of tax collector’s assistant. 

“Our offices do collaborate a 
lot,” Boyden commented. 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Special Town Meeting Will Vote on 
New Town Meeting Voting Protocol
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pertained to developments on the 
farm which had not previously been 
discussed in town conservation com-
mission meetings, including compo-
nents of the farm’s irrigation system 
in Sunderland and an enlarged gravel 
driveway in Montague. 

The agency gave the farm a list 
of 15 directives, with deadlines 
ranging from one week after the or-
der was issued to the end of Novem-
ber, at which point the property will 
be expected to have fully imple-
mented agency-approved plans to 
“effectively manage stormwater… 
to prevent future direct or indirect 
discharge of sediment-laden storm-
water into resource areas,” as well 
as to “restore and mitigate any alter-
ation to areas subject to protection.”

Failure to comply may lead to 
fines of up to $25,000 – per viola-
tion, per day.

Though Sunderland’s conser-
vation commission had reported it 
had not been notified in advance 
of MassDEP’s July site visit, lead-
ing the Reporter to erroneously de-
scribe it as “unannounced” in our 
August 8 edition, Falls Farm ac-
counting manager Diane McClellan 
reached out to correct the record on 
this point. The agency’s order con-
firms that the visit was announced.

“I’ll say that Falls Farm has im-
plemented, in the last week, pretty 
significant erosion control,” town 
administrator Walter Ramsey told 
the Montague selectboard on Mon-
day, 10 days after the order was 
issued. 

MassDEP’s most immediate 
demands, due for completion by 
August 16, were for the farm to in-
stall signs – now visible along Old 
Sunderland Road – displaying the 
MassDEP order number and to un-
dertake “all practicable” short-term 
site stabilization methods.

Throughout the week of August 
12 to 16, the Reporter observed 
that the farm was abuzz with ac-
tivity. Workers drove vibratory soil 
compactors with five-foot-diameter 
drum rollers over the sandy soil, then 
installed a new array of straw wattles 
to slow stormwater as it flows to-
wards wetlands areas. Falls Farm did 
not reply to a request to elaborate on 
its methodology beyond writing that 
it had “implemented significant mea-
sures on the site for erosion control.” 

Michael McHugh and Dan Hall, 
wetlands chief and water resourc-

es deputy director for MassDEP’s 
western region, met on Monday to 
inspect the farm’s work and discuss 
upcoming priorities with McClel-
lan, Ramsey, and the Montague 
highway department’s new super-
intendent Sam Urkiel and foreman 
Will Stratford.

“It was a very positive meet-
ing,” McClellan said of the gather-
ing, adding that the farm was “con-
tinuing to work with [MassDEP] to 
resolve this issue.”

For its next deadline, by this 
Friday, August 23 Falls Farm must 
nominate two consultants to Mass-
DEP. If they are recognized by the 
agency as qualified, each will be 
hired to develop and submit a plan 
of action. 

The first, an erosion and sediment 
control specialist, must produce a 
plan for long-term site stabilization 
and stormwater management. They 
will also be required to inspect the 
farm’s soil stabilization measures 
both weekly and after every rainfall 
of more than half an inch. This plan 
is due September 8, and must be ful-
ly implemented by October 30.

The second, an expert in wetlands 
delineation and restoration, will 
identify the full extent of disturbance 
and sedimentation since Falls Farm 
acquired the property, and submit a 
plan by September 23 to restore the 
affected resource areas; full imple-
mentation is due by November 30. 

According to the order, each 
deadline may only be extended if “a 
documented unforeseen occurrence 
legitimately renders this deadline 
impossible to achieve.” 

Gratuity Not Included
Just as carrying an umbrella is a 

time-honored way of discouraging 
rain, town planner and conservation 
agent Maureen Pollock’s prognosti-
cation at the August 8 meeting of the 
Montague conservation commission 
that “it’s probably going to rain ev-
ery week” may have brought about 
a fortnight of reduced rainfall, and 
fewer heavy rain events.

The culvert basin along Meadow 
Road which has repeatedly filled 
with silt, debris, and muddy water 
carried by an intermittent stream 
flowing from Falls Farm did not 
clog and overflow onto the roadway 
since our last edition, following six 
weeks during which it had required 
substantial attention, time, and re-
sources from Montague’s highway 

department (DPW). 
This respite gave the town an op-

portunity to calculate the cost of the 
DPW’s efforts, and to demand Falls 
Farm accept responsibility for the 
department’s work. 

“By your unlawful and unrea-
sonable use of your land,” Ramsey 
wrote in a letter to Arcoleo on Au-
gust 14, “you are creating a trespass 
... and this trespass is creating a 
public nuisance and a threat to pub-
lic safety by interfering with safe 
travel along [Meadow Road].” The 
letter served as a cease-and-desist 
order from the town in the interest 
of protecting town infrastructure.

It served, moreover, as a bill: 
“The Town further demands that 
you reimburse the Town for public 
funds expended in cleaning out the 
culverts in the amount of $6,451.”

Asked whether Montague has 
taken such a direct approach in the 
past with landowners seen as re-
sponsible for damage to town infra-
structure, Ramsey said the letter had 
been issued on the recommendation 
of town counsel, and was coordi-
nated with MassDEP’s order, which 
“neatly lays out the nexus between 
activities at Falls Farm and the 
flooding at the culvert…”

“Every situation is unique,” he 
wrote, “and the action is tailored to 
the particular circumstances…. The 
Town’s letter is an entry point into 
formal engagement about how to re-
solve the issue. That engagement has 
begun. There is no clear precedent 
for [a] situation like this.”

Meanwhile, freed from culvert 
duty, the highway department has 
repaved a stretch of Old Sunderland 
Road which had degraded substan-
tially this summer, apparently due in 
part to stormwater flowing down a 
recently expanded gravel driveway 
on the farm. The DPW also installed 
a new asphalt curb to guide this wa-
ter towards catch-basin grates in the 
roadway. Ramsey told the Reporter 
that the cost of these repairs was  
included in the town’s $6,451 in-
voice to Falls Farm. 

Reached for comment about the 
DPW’s work during his first weeks 
as superintendent, Urkiel said that 
while the recent patches and curb-
ing on Old Sunderland Road were 
repairs, the entire length of that road 
is due to be repaved by the end of 
the year, a project which was al-
ready scheduled and is part of the 
town’s budget. However, he empha-

sized that Falls Farm will be respon-
sible for remediation of the Mead-
ow Road culvert areas. 

You’ll Never Walk Alone
In his presentation to the select-

board on Monday, Ramsey offered 
some hints of things to come once 
the farm brings on its consultants.

“Of the many things that they 
need to do with the wetlands pro-
fessional, they’ve agreed to prior-
itize addressing the ravine that is 
washing out and causing problems 
with the problematic culvert,” he 
said. “Everyone’s agreed that that’s 
the priority number one to address – 
which is great, because that’s going 
to help resolve the town’s primary 
infrastructure concern, that culvert 
on Meadow Road.”

“They’re under some very tight 
timeframes by DEP,” he added, “and 
DEP is helping us keep them honest 
to those timeframes.”

“I’m glad that DEP got you in-
volved, and the landowner and 
everybody could get on the same 
page, too,” selectboard member 
Matt Lord told him. “That doesn’t 
always happen with these types of 
things – it’s nice to see that that 
touch is happening here.”

Similar expressions of relief that 
the state was assuming responsibil-
ity, but not cutting the towns out of 
the process, were heard in Sunder-
land the next day at their conserva-
tion commission meeting.

At Tuesday’s meeting the con 
com discussed MassDEP’s admin-
istrative order amongst themselves 
and with concerned neighbors. The 
state agency’s description of the 
farm’s irrigation system drew par-
ticular interest. According to the 
document, the farm had partially 
dammed a perennial stream and was 
pumping its water into a 10,000-gal-
lon underground storage tank. 

Commissioners noted that this 
may have been responsible for the 
farm’s namesake waterfall drying 
up on July 25, an incident that has 
not been observed since.

MassDEP wrote that the “installa-
tion of the irrigation system includ-
ing the boards, pump, underground 
tank, and pipeline” was in violation 
of four different WPA regulations.

Several months earlier, Sunder-
land’s con com had issued two en-
forcement orders against Falls Farm. 
Though these town orders included 
certain demands similar to the state 
agency’s, they were apparently not 
as successful in inspiring vigorous 
corrective action. Though town and 
state orders are both enforceable 
by fines, MassDEP’s penalties for 
noncompliance are about 100 times 
larger. In light of the agency’s inter-
vention, the commission voted to re-
scind its earlier orders. 

“We are different enforcement 
bodies,” chair Jennifer Unkles ex-
plained. “It’s not required to rescind 
our orders, but it makes it clearer for 
the people trying to do the work.”

Unkles added that in a recent 
conversation with McHugh, the 
MassDEP regional wetlands chief, 
she had conveyed her commission’s 
hope that going forward it can play 
the role of relaying information be-
tween the agency and the public.

“Is there a sense of relief in the 
neighborhood?”conservation com-
mission member Nancy Pick asked 
attendees as the agenda item came 
to a close. 

One, a neighbor of the farm, re-
plied to the commission-
ers: “I heard it most loud-
ly from the four of you!”

ORDERS  from page A1

The DPW says it installed a new curb on Old Sunderland Road to contain runoff  from a newly-widened driveway on the farm.

Excerpts 

... from MassDEP’s 8/9/24  
Unilateral Administrative Order

During the site inspection: 
i. Falls Farms representatives 

explained that recent activities at 
the Site included the expansion of  
fields, construction of  a new build-
ing, widening of  a driveway, and put-
ting in a new irrigation system... the 
irrigation system consisted of  with-
drawing water from the unnamed 
perennial stream to a 10,000-gallon 
underground storage tank, from 
which it was distributed via piping to 
various locations on the Site. Mass-
DEP staff  directly observed wooden 
boards installed within the perennial 
stream to impound water, the inlets 
of  pipes within the perennial stream, 
pipes buried within BVW associated 
with the unnamed perennial stream, 
sedimentation within BVW, and the 
aboveground portion of  the infra-
structure associated within the be-
lowground water tank, which was 
within 100 feet of  the mean annual 
highwater mark of  the stream....

ii. MassDEP staff  directly ob-
served sediment deposits within 
BVW associated with the tributary 
to the unnamed perennial stream 
on Town of  Sunderland Assessors 
Parcel 1-0-17 at the Site. MassDEP 
followed the sediment plume up-
gradient and determined the source 
of  the sediment to be unstable and 
eroding soils surrounding the con-
struction of  the new building in the 
southernmost field and associated 
grading activities.

iii. By conducting a GIS desk-
top analysis of  publicly available 
aerial images MassDEP confirmed 
that the cleared portion of  the Site 
on Town of  Sunderland Assessors 
Parcel 1-0-17 had recently been con-
verted from forested areas. Portions 
of  these cleared areas were within 
the Buffer Zone. MassDEP staff  
determined the forest clearing oc-
curred between 2021 and 2023.

iv. MassDEP observed widening, 
grading, and the addition of  grav-
el to a driveway within the Buffer 
Zone of  one of  the unnamed inter-
mittent streams on parcels 50-0-05 
and 50-0-18. Stormwater flow from 
the newly graded driveway surface 
resulted in the erosion to the Bank 
of  the intermittent stream.

v. MassDEP directly observed 
sediment deposits throughout the 
BVW, Bank, and LUWW associ-
ated within the three intermittent 
streams on the Site. By following 
newly deposited sediment up and/
or down gradient, MassDEP deter-
mined the source of  the sediment to 
be the graded, unstable and exposed 
soils within the Site.

vi. MassDEP staff  observed 
and followed the sediment deposits 
downstream within both mapped 
intermittent streams. MassDEP 
staff  observed sediment depos-
its along the east side of  Meadow 
Street within LUWW and Bank.
Areas of  deposition were observed 
to be greater than 24 inches deep. 
At the outlet of  the northernmost 
unnamed intermittent stream into 
the Connecticut River, MassDEP 
observed and documented a new-
ly-formed sediment delta.

vii. MassDEP determined that 
the above-described activities, all 
of  which occurred at least in part 
on land owned by Falls Farm and 
were undertaken by agents of  Falls 
Farm, resulted in “alteration”... of  
at least 4,000 linear feet of  Bank, 
4,000 square feet of  LUWW, 1,000 
square feet of  BVW, and 500 square 
feet of  Riverfront Area.

QUALE PHOTO



Here’s the way it was on Au-
gust 14, 2014: News from the 
Montague Reporter’s archive.

 
Pipeline Chicanery?

A proposal to subsidize the con-
struction of new energy transmis-
sion infrastructure with a New En-
gland-wide tariff on electricity has 
slowed amid criticism and scruti-
ny, but if it is not adopted, pipe-
line giant Kinder Morgan appears 
to be establishing the case for its 
Northeast Energy Direct project 
the old-fashioned way.

Local gas distribution compa-
nies have made commitments to 
purchase 500 million cubic feet 
per day of natural gas if the pipe-
line, which would stretch 300 
miles from Pennsylvania to Dra-
cut, MA, is built.

Wetlands Violations  
Go to MDEP

At its August 6 meeting, the 

Wendell conservation commission 
voted unanimously to turn over 
to the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection “the 
matter of the wetlands violations 
at 37 West Street and the property 
owner’s failure to comply with the 
Wendell commission’s enforce-
ment order dated May 17, 2014.”

Con com members noted that 
they have communicated with the 
landowner since October 2013 
about road and greenhouse con-
struction at the property.

Fire Department Woes

Following a heated discussion 
about the future of the fire de-
partment at the last board meet-
ing in July, long-time Leverett 
fire chief John Moruzzi has re-
signed. The departure of a sec-
ond senior officer and one young 
firefighter left the selectboard in 
a subdued mood Tuesday, as it 
grappled with the future of the 
largely volunteer force.

Looking Back:
10 years ago this week

Here’s the way it was on Au-
gust 19, 2004: News from the 
Montague Reporter’s archive.

From Firehouse to Teen Center

After four and a half years of 
art, music, workshops, open mic 
nights, and much more at 177 Av-
enue A, the Hot Spot Teen Center 
is moving to the former firehouse, 
a brighter, more spacious location 
on Third Street.

“The goals of the Teen Center 
are not only to present construc-
tive and fun programming and a 
referral service for teens, but also 

to offer a safe drop-in space where 
they can relax and talk to men-
tors,” said the Brick House’s exec-
utive director Michael Bosworth. 

Zippy Gill

On October 1, Gill will have 
its own zip code, 01354. Former-
ly the code for the Mount Hermon 
post office, it was abandoned by 
the school in 1989.

Turners Falls postmistress 
Nancy Williams said “if there was 
one thing I wanted to accomplish, 
it was to get the town of Gill its 
own zip code.”

20 years ago

Here’s the way it was on August 
19, 1874: News from the Turners 
Falls Reporter’s archive.

Local Matters

We have been favored, during 
the past week, with several free 
fights. Liquor the cause, a ruction 
the effect.

The river has been free from 
logs for more than a week, and our 
people are enjoying the favorable 
opportunity for boating.

The cry for more room at the 
Montague Paper Mill will soon 
be answered, as the new addition 
is fast rearing its head above the 
foundation.

We heard of a gentleman and 
lady being lost in Turners Falls, a 
few days since. They were from 
the country.

Mr. Goldsmith, watchman at 
the cutlery, while crossing the river 
Monday morning, broke one of his 
oars, and only saved himself from 
going over the falls with the great-
est exertion.

The new school house is rap-

idly nearing completion, and will 
soon be ready for occupancy. If the 
youth of Turners Falls cannot learn 
to shoot in such a lofty edifice, we 
give them up in despair.

We witnessed yesterday an at-
tempt to start a baulky horse by hy-
draulic power. The day being warm 
and the water cool, the horse only 
laughed. He was at last persuaded 
to start – when he got ready.

“Straws show which way the 
wind blows, &c.” In Turners Falls 
sand performs the same friendly 
office. We know, for our eyes have 
seen and felt.

A misplaced switch caused 
a little excitement at our depot, 
Monday morning. Three cars were 
backed off the track, but the start-
ing ahead of the engine brought 
them on again all right. No damage 
was done.

Our people had a pleasant time at 
the Spiritualist camp-meeting Sun-
day. The grove was literally filled 
with people, it being one of the larg-
est crowds ever gathered there. The 
attendance at our home churches,  
in consequence, was small.

150 years ago
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determining whether the facility 
emits odors which “may be noxious 
or cause a nuisance, or impair public 
comfort and convenience.”

Paxton reviewed a long list of 
complaints from neighbors, in-
cluding residents of summer cabins 
on the Connecticut River and the 
Ja’Duke Center for the Performing 
Arts, which runs a nearby preschool 
program. After his own visits to the 
industrial park, however, he report-
ed to the board of health in July that 
he had not found the odor “to be a 
nuisance at that time.” 

The board of health had the op-
portunity then to review his find-
ings and “declare a nuisance if they 
desired,” he added, but it passed on 
that opportunity.

Flower Power CEO Ezra Hagerty 
reported on a communication plan he 
had been developing with the health 
department and town administra-
tor Walter Ramsey, then passed the 
baton to co-owner Josh Goldman, 
who reviewed a recent study of odor 
control at the plant. Goldman, who 
appeared over Zoom from Vietnam, 
was barely audible, but the select-
board seemed comfortable with the 
outline he shared on the screen.

The facility’s original technol-
ogy for reducing the odor of its 
emissions included carbon filtration 
and a plant-based compound called 
Ecosorb, which bonds with exhaust 
from the facility to reduce odor. The 
study, which Goldman said involved 
six “outside experts,” found that this 
system was “modern [and] well-de-
signed,” but identified a number of 
“deficiencies,” including the location 
of exhaust fans and the alignment of 
the nozzles spraying the compound 
into the emissions. 

Goldman then listed a number of 
improvements the company plans to 
implement, including repositioning 
the fans and nozzles in question.

This did not seem to allay crit-
ics who attended the meeting. Res-
idents of the cabins along the river 
bank testified that the cannabis odor 
had disrupted outdoor events, and 
Ja’Duke founder Nick Waynelovich 
argued, as he has at past meetings, 
that Flower Power was in violation 
of its 2020 special permit, which he 
said was issued after a promise that 
the facility’s technology would elim-
inate nearly all offensive odor. 

Ja’Duke co-owner Kim Williams 
said that while there may not be 
evidence that cannabis odor was a 
health hazard, as Paxton had point-
ed out, “I do not think it is great for 
infants and pre-Ks to be smelling 
marijuana all day long.”

Selectboard chair Rich Kukle-
wicz proposed that Flower Power 
report back at the board’s Septem-
ber 16 meeting on the results of its 
improvements. Hagerty expressed 
reservations about this timeline, 
as the changes would only recent-
ly have been implemented by that 
date; the facility’s critics, on the 
other hand, expressed dismay that 
they would have to smell offensive 
odor for another month.

If Flower Power takes its pro-
posed mitigation steps and there 
are still “these consistent com-
plaints” from abutters, Lord said, 
“this board must make a decision in 
terms of the action that it is going 
to take.” “We are 50 minutes over 
the discussion here,” he added.

“I don’t want to continue this, 
either,” said Kuklewicz. “We need 
to be getting to a solution in some 
fashion.” 

The board agreed to discuss the 
odor again on September 16.

Saving Saturdays
The selectboard voted, somewhat 

unexpectedly, to endorse changing 
the annual town meeting, tradition-
ally held on the first Saturday in 
May, to a weeknight model – poten-
tially starting on a Wednesday, with 
a second meeting posted for the fol-
lowing evening in case the agenda 
is not finished in one session.

The town meeting date is set in the 
town bylaws, and in previous discus-
sion of the proposal it was assumed 
that town meeting itself would need 
to approve the change. Administra-
tive assistant Wendy Bogusz report-
ed, however, that town counsel Greg 
Corbo had told her a bylaw change 
would not be necessary. 

Bogusz also said she had polled 
town meeting members about the 
issue. According to data reviewed 
by the Reporter, just under half of 
the current members responded, 
and of the 52 responses, 63.5% said 
they supported the change.

The board also discussed the 
possibility of not needing a special 
town meeting this fall, but delayed 
making a decision on the matter.

Art People
Town planner Maureen Pollock 

updated the board on the project to 
paint a mural on the northwest side 
of the town-owned Shea Theater. 
The muralist chosen by a steering 
committee, Darion Fleming, is now 
involved in the required process of 
developing a design for the mural.

Kuklewicz said he would like to 
see more public discussion of the 
mural design. “No matter what we 
do, there’s going to be people that 
like it and people that don’t like it,” 
he said, but he voiced concern about 
the town “springing it on people.”

Pollock said a public input ses-
sion had been held in June, and that a 
good deal of written input about the 
design had been received since then. 
She added that the steering commit-
tee, which must approve a final de-
sign, was representative of Turners 
Falls residents. She expressed uncer-
tainty, however, about when the final 
design would be made public, and 
said she would consult with Com-
monwealth Murals, which has been 
assisting with the process. 

Lord said he had no experience 
with murals, but agreed that Com-
monwealth should be consulted.

Pollock requested that the Shea 
parking lot and a portion of the Sec-
ond Street alley be closed from this 
Friday, August 23 until Thursday, 
September 12, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
each day, to allow work on the mu-
ral. The board voted to approve these 
closures. Prep work is expected to 
begin this Friday, including pow-
er-washing the side of the building, 
and then painting will begin.

Farren Land
Pollock then presented a timeline 

for the project of redeveloping the 
former Farren Hospital property in 
Montague City, which the town now 
owns. She reviewed the planning 
board’s most recent recommenda-
tions, the result of a public input pro-
cess last spring overseen by the con-
sulting firm VHB. The VHB study, 
funded by a state grant, offered sev-
eral options for a complex combin-
ing housing, commercial, and rec-
reational uses at different scales and 
using different funding approaches.

The next step, Pollock said, will 
be to establish a “working group” 
to consider rezoning the property to 
allow for standalone housing. The 
town has applied for state funding 
to provide technical support to that 

working group. She presented a 
proposed composition of the work-
ing group, including town staff, vil-
lage residents, and other interested 
parties. The group will be asked to 
evaluate the options presented by 
VHB over the coming winter. 

Pollock recommended that the 
town hire a civil engineer to assess 
the “infrastructure capacity” of the 
land, including hazardous materials, 
wetlands, the existing sewer system, 
and the potential for solar power.

Pollock presented an aggressive 
timeline in which the town would 
approve zoning changes at a special 
town meeting in the fall of 2025, sub-
divide the parcels, develop “consen-
sus” around a development strategy 
in the winter of 2025-26, and then is-
sue a request for proposals from de-
velopers. The next spring Montague 
would seek state funding for infra-
structure improvements, and “after 
that they could begin construction,” 
presumably by the fall of 2026.

The board did not vote on the 
timeline, but informally agreed the 
town should advertise for members 
of the working group and seek fund-
ing for an infrastructure study.

Other Business
The board voted to extend the life 

of another working group, which 
has been developing programs to 
promote “digital equity” for seniors. 
At the request of assistant town ad-
ministrator Chris Nolan-Zeller, it 
also voted to accept a $26,110 grant 
for laptop distribution and technol-
ogy training for seniors.

It approved an agreement with the 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov-
ernments, which collaborates with 
the town on Mass in Motion, a state 
program to promote public health. 

The board voted to award a 
$14,900 contract to LaRochelle 
Construction for scraping, repair-
ing, and painting the windows on the 
old town hall building in Montague 
Center, which now hosts a branch 
library. Nolan-Zeller noted that the 
same company is “currently wrap-
ping up” a project to replace the sid-
ing on the senior center in Turners 
Falls. The siding will be painted by 
prisoners from the Franklin County 
House of Correction.

Ramsey reported on the latest de-
velopments involving Falls Farm, 
a farm with land in Montague and 
Sunderland. (See article, Page A1.) 
The farm has been found by the con-
servation commissions of both towns 
to have violated a number of restric-
tions, and is now under the oversight 
of the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection (MassDEP). 

Ramsey said he had issued a 
“cease-and-desist” letter to Falls 
Farm owner James Arcoleo, demand-
ing that he stop land clearing which 
has apparently resulted in sand and 
vegetation eroding and blocking a 
culvert on Meadow Road. The letter 
also requests approximately $6,000 
in compensation to the town. 

He added that he had met that 
day with MassDEP officials and Ar-
coleo, and was “satisfied that they 
are responding to both DEP and the 
town’s correspondence.”

The selectboard retired into an 
executive session to discuss “the 
reputation, character, physical con-
dition or mental health, rather than 
professional competence, of an 
individual, or to discuss the disci-
pline or dismissal of, or complaints 
or charges brought against, a pub-
lic officer, employee, staff member 
or individual.” Its next 
scheduled meeting will be 
held September 9.

MONTAGUE from page A1
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Selectboard chair Tom Hankin-
son said town officials were “still in 
the process of sorting out” how they 
plan to manage negotiations with 
the estate, but he thought the plan-
ning board might take the lead on 
initial steps – including public hear-
ings – while the selectboard would 
take responsibility for others, such 
as holding a special town meeting 
(STM) in the fall. 

The zoning board of appeals, he 
said, would also be “jumping in at 
an appropriate time.” 

Carol Heim, a Leverett resident 
and professor emerita of econom-
ics at UMass, asked the board to re-
quest funds soon from the finance 
committee to hire an attorney, 
rather than wait for funds to be ap-
proved at a special town meeting, 
as had been discussed previously. 
It would be important to have that 
“expertise in the room,” she said, 
adding that she would “really pre-
fer that our town officials not have 
further discussions with Kittredge 
representatives until they have an 
attorney to advise them.” 

Heim said she believed the mon-
ey was available now, and could be 
replenished at an STM later. One 
reason the town should seek legal 
advice, she warned, was that it was 
“not clear that all the provisions of 
an LIP would necessarily stick.”

Heim said she had researched 
LIP processes in other towns and 
found that a large amount of in-
formation was often required from 
developers before public hearings 
were scheduled.

“Public input is great,” she said, 
“but I think it would be premature 
to have public hearings similarly 
within the next few weeks without a 
lot more information…. People will 
simply not have enough informa-
tion to give meaningful input.” 

She also noted that Wallack 
was not a developer but a “devel-
opment manager,” or “kind of a 
middleman,” and that a developer 
would need to be identified before 
a comprehensive permit applica-
tion could be started. 

Hankinson said that he had “lost 
sleep” over the issue of legal con-
sultation, but also said that he was 
“quite positive” and “optimistic” 

about recent talks with Kittredge 
representatives. The estate, he said, 
appeared to view the LIP as the 
“best route,” and seemed willing to 
let Leverett take the time it needs 
to deliberate.

Hankinson said the board would 
probably appoint an ad hoc com-
mittee to work on the matter, and 
asked Heim if she would be willing 
to serve on it. Heim replied that she 
was “potentially interested.” 

Volunteer Recruitment
The selectboard voted to include 

an appeal in the town newsletter for 
volunteers to fill open positions on 
town boards and committees, and 
approved other outreach efforts, 
including using the highway depart-
ment’s electronic road sign and put-
ting out flyers at locations such as 
the transfer station, the library, and 
the Leverett Co-Op. 

Board member Patricia Duffy 
said these efforts would be part of 
a “recruitment drive” beginning 
in September. The possibility of 
bulk-mailing a letter was discussed, 
but Duffy said this would be expen-
sive, and that she generally favored 
“trying the cheapest stuff first.” 

If there was no response, she 
added, the board could “amp it up.” 

Hankinson said publishing the 
appeal would “demonstrate to the 
town that the selectboard has a 
commitment to fill these empty po-
sitions,” and that the board would 
use “one tool after another” to ac-
complish this goal.

Proujansky suggested the board 
members could also be more pro- 
active, and could show up at the 
transfer station themselves to pass 
out flyers and answer residents’ 
questions about public service. 

Other Business
The new principal of Leverett 

Elementary School, Siby Adina, in-
troduced herself to the board. Adina, 
smiling, said she began work on Au-
gust 1, and was excited to be part of 
the school community. She said she 
understood that school business was 
often discussed at selectboard meet-
ings, and that she would be available 
whenever information was needed. 

The board welcomed 
her aboard.
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Above: “This summer, my boys and I had a wonderful 
adventure driving from Upinngil to Colorado to hike the 

Rockies with my father,” Isaac Bingham, shown holding the 
June 27 edition, reports. “Sorrel stayed back in Gill to manage 

the farm with her father. My mother-in-law Patricia Crosby 
reminded me to pack a copy of  the Reporter. [This] photo  

was taken on the Continental Divide near Arapahoe Pass.”

Below: Norm Fuller, Jr. of  Savage, Minnesota, 
formerly of  Turners Falls, enjoys the same June 27 

edition at Salisbury Beach, Massachusetts.  
(Thanks to Rick Kostanski for the photo and caption!)

Russ and Roz Howard of  Burke, Virginia write: 
“From our home in Virginia, we drove to Montague 
to meet Russ’s third cousin for the first time: Maggie 

Sadoway of  Turners Falls. Upper Bend, Wagon Wheel, 
Hope & Olive, Loot, Unnameable Books, Discovery 
Center, Migratory Way - what a treasure this area is. 

And what a fun fundraiser the Montague Reporter’s 
wrapping paper edition is! We took the June 20 issue 
home to stay in touch.” Above: Russ, in front of  the 

State House in Annapolis, Maryland, recalling it fondly.
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Live Downtown?
Join Town Meeting!

TURNERS FALLS – Precinct 
5 needs more town meeting mem-
bers! Come vote on town issues, ad-
vocate for your neighbors’ interests, 
and learn more about Montague. 

Precinct 5, shown at right, in-
cludes most blocks between the 
Turners Falls-Gill bridge and Fifth 
Street; the area between Fifth, L, 
Seventh, and K streets; the begin-
ning of the Hill as far as the north 
(but not the south!) side of Central; 
and the area between Unity and the 
river as far up as Hillside Avenue.

One-sixth of all residents of 
Montague are squished into this 
tiny zone, and one-sixth of the 
seats at Montague’s representative 
town meeting – 21 – are reserved 
for people who live here. A num-
ber of these seats are currently va-
cant, though, which means that the 
neighborhood is underrepresented 

when it comes to making important 
decisions at the town level.

There is a way for the precinct 
representatives to fill these seats 
without waiting for next May’s 
election, and the plan is under-
way. We just need to find people 
willing to run! Call Ryne at (617) 
396-4156 if you are interested, or 
would like to learn more. 

TURNERS FALLS – The  
Montague Reporter announces a call 
for artists for the 2024 Wrapping 
Paper Edition. Artists from western 
Mass and southern Vermont are in-
vited to submit designs and propos-
als for wrapping paper pages from 
now until the September 1 deadline.

Each artist will have the space of 
two full adjacent pages for their de-
sign, a double page measuring 20” by 
22”. Artists may design in full color 
or in black and white, in any style; 
designs do not have to reference hol-
idays. The paper offers a $200 sti-
pend to each of seven chosen artists, 
thanks to several anonymous donors. 
Winners will be announced Septem-
ber 16 and will have until the end of 
October to submit final designs.

A submission form is available 
at tinyurl.com/more-wrap. Art-
ists and designers may submit up 
to three designs. Those who can’t 
use the online form may send their 
name, address, phone number, and 
up to three images or proposals to 

Last Chance:  Call for Artists

NINA ROSSI PHOTO

features@montaguereporter.org 
with “Wrap” in the subject line. 

More information is available 
at montaguereporter.org, includ-
ing examples of previous winning 
entries and digital file preparation 
guidelines.

The Special Wrapping Paper Edi-
tion will be sold between Thanks-
giving and the end of December in 
local stores and online, at the special 
price of $5 each or five for $20. All 
proceeds go to support our weird 
non-profit community paper!
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Bike Path Along 
Canal Closed  

For Two Months 
TURNERS FALLS – “Be-

ginning Wednesday, August 21,” 
FirstLight Power announced this 
week, “a portion of the Canalside 
Rail Trail Bike Path from the 11th 
Street Bridge to Depot Street will 
be closed to allow FirstLight to 
complete a maintenance project on 
the Turners Falls Power Canal Left 
Dike. The closure is expected to 
continue through late October.”

The announcement included a 
map, which we have not reproduced 
on this page, indicating that a per-
son can just go straight down Mon-
tague City Road, obviously, instead.

Not all of the bike path will be 
blocked off – just the big open sec-
tion between the two-way bridge to 
the Patch and the little side street 
you come out on near where the 
Farren used to be. Canals need fix-
ing too. Watch out for traffic.
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Above: The runway at the Turners Falls municipal airport, as seen from higher up.

By DAVID BRULE

Now I’m sitting here,
Sipping on an ice-cold beer
Lazing on a summer afternoon,
In the summertime…

THE FLAT, ERVINGSIDE – 
Only hardly past mid-summer, how 
can anyone already have a certain 
nostalgia for the scenes of the sum-
mer that is still happening? I find 
myself already wistful over the re-
membrance of things that have just 
barely occurred hours or days ago, 
snapshots in the album of the mind.

Of course, no one does have 
real photo albums anymore. That 
was the old-fashioned past practice 
when you arranged photographs 
in a special book to be placed on 
some shelf, to be taken out once 
a year or every two years to look 
over and remember.

All that is now archived in a 
smartphone, so ephemeral as to 
be lost and crowded out by oth-
er photos, selfies, images of food 
and meals you’re about to con-
sume, really interesting only for 
your selfish self.

Some rare few of us write it 
down instead. Some try to express 
it in poetry, although to my mind 
most poetry these days is dedicat-
ed to studying one’s navel, lament-
ing and expressing the dredges of 
the human experience. It seems 
many poets struggle with mod-
ern-day victimhood, poems are 
full of anger and insults. Some oth-
ers still struggle to draw and paint 
what they see. I’m probably one of 
those, but I’m not sure.

I just take a sip of my ice-cold 
beer, in the summertime, in the 
summertime…

To be sure, I can’t sail my yacht, 
like in the song. But I did sail out, 
in my kayak. Sleek and trim, with 
a lime-green hull, I skimmed out 
like an otter to the marsh of my 
boyhood memories to drift and stop 
among the cattails and arrowheaded 

water plants, lingering near the Au-
gust cardinal flowers on the shore. 
That’s one of my mental snapshots.

Then there is the mountain of 
pale orange jewelweeds abuzz with 
bumblebees and hummingbirds.

The two fledgling ruby-throats, 
silly sisters, needle through the 
air, often pursued by their annoy-
ing brother, jealously guarding the 
sugar water and the treasure trove 
of touch-me-not blossoms. He 
takes himself for the cock of the 
walk, but his sisters try their best 
to ignore him.

Suddenly, whoa! An electric 
blue indigo bunting flashes through 
the yard like blue lightning and 
joins the hummingbirds on a fa-
vorite perch five feet away from 
my Adirondack chair. The bunting 
lingers for a split second, then van-
ishes. The sister hummingbird flies 
up to my face, hovering there to 
stare into my reading glasses, as if 
to check that I did just see that oth-
er indigo blue apparition.

Skunk showed up last night in 
his silken-slippered feet, drilling 
neat little holes in the lawn. He 
had been digging up pesky late- 
summer grubs and ground wasp 
yellow jackets. He also raided the 
compost bucket full of the remains 
of our sweet corn feast. He took 
hold of the corncobs, finished off 
the remaining kernels sweet with 
butter and stinging salt. 

He left his perfume lingering in 
the night air. That calling card scent 
reached us through the upstairs 
bedroom window left open to the 
sounds of the west-flowing river 
running high, the rainforest cacoph-
ony of nighttime katydids, locusts, 
thousands of fiddling crickets.

You can’t catch that on a smart-
phone.

There’s the haunting high and 
lonesome call of the westbound 
train up at the junction above the 
village. Loud, then fading, as it 
heads out along the edge of the 

West Along the RiveR

Lazing on a  
Sunny afternoon

POLLY FRENCH ILLUSTRATION

see WEST ALONG page B3
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A Modest-Mannered Global Traveler

Indigo bunting, passerina cyanea.
LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES ILLUSTRATION

By CLAIRE HOPLEY

LEVERETT – Tapioca pudding 
often appeared on our school lunch 
menus. We called it frogspawn, and 
some kids utterly refused to touch it. 
Most ate it though, perhaps enticed 
by the blob of red jam dolloped onto 
each serving. It was certainly an in-
centive to me, because tapioca pud-
ding at home came without jam. 

On the other hand, my mother 
made it with evaporated milk, so 
it had a rich golden color that un-
dermined the frogspawn slur, plus a 
caramelized deliciousness that jam 
couldn’t beat.

Like me, many people probably 
remember tapioca pudding from 
way back, but have never eaten 
tapioca in other forms. Younger 
people, on the other hand, may nev-
er have tasted tapioca pudding but 
have likely drunk bubble tea per-
haps without knowing that its fun 
boba balls are tapioca. 

Another form of tapioca is tapi-
oca flour, which is used to thicken 
sauces and pie fillings. It’s also a 

valuable wheat substitute for those 
on gluten-free diets.

The word tapioca comes from 
Tupi, an indigenous language of Bra-
zil, the South American homeland of 
cassava, the source of tapioca. Also 
called manioc and yuca, cassava is 
a perennial plant that needs a hot 
climate, but tolerates poor soil, dry 
spells, lack of cultivation, and leav-
ing the tubers that supply tapioca in 

the ground until needed. 
These stellar qualities make cas-

sava popular in tropical countries, 
especially as it provides lots of en-
ergy-boosting carbohydrate. On the 
down side it lacks body-building 
protein and most other nutrients. 
Another problem is that before cas-
sava can be eaten it must be soaked 
to remove toxic compounds.

Have you had the pleasure of  grating fresh nutmeg onto homemade tapioca pudding?
HOPLEY PHOTO

see RECIPES page B5

REVIEW/PREVIEW

New Film On Hippies Better Than Most
Far Out: Life On & After the Commune (2024). 
Green Mountain Post Films. Charles Light, dir. 

By MIKE JACKSON

FRANKLIN COUNTY – When I received Charlie 
Light’s press release in my little editor’s inbox this sum-
mer I admit that my first thought was dismay. Again? 
For those of us born later on, even with this or that point 
of affinity, the Hippie generation (the Baby Boomers in 
more culturally neutral terms) have generally not been 
inviting terrain for investigation. At least not head-on. 

Our local landscape is absolutely slathered with the 
detritus of one or two or three simultaneously existing 
1960s-’70s major collective ruptures, and for those of 
us who weren’t there man it’s just oddly entertaining to 
think about the years when the Renaissance Commu-
nity up here in Turners overlapped with the Montague 
Farm in the far corner of town. Same and different. 

As the vibe of an epochal overturning spread out to 
all the nooks and crannies of the country, I’ve come to 
gather, the weirdness played out a little differently ev-
erywhere. One thing that distinguished the local scene 
was that a number of the key players were not just city 
people trying to flee forever into green rolling hills and 
be thereby reborn, but well-connected media workers 
of the New Left whose fleeing was multi-layered and 
relentlessly self-documented.

Even if this handful of collective-living farmhouses 
– the southern corner of a dense network that spread up 
through Vermont as “back to the land” became a hip 
thing – hadn’t stumbled into catalyzing a nationwide 
political movement (opposition to the nuclear indus-
try), it would still have left a large archive. 

Montague Farm and its “sister” house, Total Loss 
Farm up in Guilford, Vermont, didn’t end up continuing 

Liberation News Service even though they had very fa-
mously absconded with most of its equipment, but they 
did start a literary journal in the skin of an underground 
newspaper: The New Babylon Times, which by Issue 2 
became The Green Mountain Post.

Charlie Light, who had a bit of a different background 
and had ended up at the Montague Farm after surviving 
a tragedy at another southern Vermont commune just 
over the hill from Total Loss, got tangled up with the 
scene’s media aspects and, along with housemate Dan 
Keller, ended up running a little film company. 

see PREVIEW page B2
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GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Mondays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more in-
formation please call 863-9357.

Monday 8/26
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
Tuesday 8/27
3 p.m. Tai Chi
Wednesday 8/28
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Outdoor Yoga
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
12 p.m. Bring Your Lunch Bingo
4 p.m. Mat Yoga
Thursday 8/29
10:30 a.m. Senior Farm Share
1 p.m. Pitch
Friday 8/30 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
2 p.m. Chair Dance
Monday 9/2
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
Tuesday 9/3
3 p.m. Tai Chi
Wednesday 9/4
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Outdoor Yoga

11 a.m. Chair Exercise
12 p.m. Bring Your Lunch Bingo
4 p.m. Mat Yoga
Thursday 9/5
10:30 a.m. Senior Farm Share
1 p.m. Pitch
Friday 9/6 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
2 p.m. Chair Dance 

ERVING
Open Mondays through Fridays 

from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Daily 
snacks and coffee. Fitness room 
and pool table open. 

Monday 8/26
9 a.m. Interval
10 a.m. Chair Aerobics
12 p.m. Pitch
Tuesday 8/27
9 a.m. Good for U
10 a.m. Line Dancing
11 a.m. Social Stringer
Wednesday 8/28
9 a.m. Strength & Conditioning
10 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo
Thursday 8/29
9 a.m. Barre Fusion
10 a.m. Pilates Flow
Friday 8/30
9 a.m. Quilting & Open Sew 

Monday 9/2
9 a.m. Interval 
10 a.m. Chair Aerobics
12 p.m. Pitch
Tuesday 9/3
9 a.m. Good for U
10 a.m. Line Dancing
11 a.m. Social Stringer
Wednesday 9/4
9 a.m. Strength & Conditioning
10 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo
Thursday 9/5
9 a.m. Barre Fusion
10 a.m. Pilates Flow
Friday 9/6
9 a.m. Quilting & Open Sew

LEVERETT
Chair Yoga classes are held on 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m., hybrid, at 
the town hall and on Zoom. Foot 
care clinic is held monthly. 

Contact (413) 548-1022 x2 or 
coa@leverett.ma.us

WENDELL
Foot care clinic is the first 

Wednesday of each month. Call 
Katie Nolan at (978) 544-2306 for 
information or appointments. 

For Senior Health Rides, contact 
Nancy Spittle at (978) 544-6760.  

of 
thePet Week

‘Tiffany’
Meet gorgeous Tiffany! She 

came to Dakin as a stray, so we do 
not know too much about her previ-
ous life experiences. One thing we 
know for sure is that Tiffany loves 
to be the queen of her castle. With 
all of her drama and sass, she steals 
the hearts of staff and volunteers.

Tiffany is looking for a home 
with people who have had cats with 
rules before. That way, both parties 
will be happy in the home. Tiffany 
will follow you around the house, 
and hang out and lounge on her 
fluffy blankets. She will not be a lap 
cat and prefers to play instead. 

Sassy cats are usually confident, 
intelligent, and active. They often 
don’t like to be held, or have places 
on their bodies that they prefer not 
to be touched.

If you’d like to learn more about, 
meet, or adopt Tiffany, call Dakin 
Humane Society at (413) 781-4000 
or visit www.dakinhumane.org.

Want your pet featured in The 
Montague Reporter? We accept  
reader submissions! Just email 
a high-resolution photo to jae@ 
montaguereporter.org along with a 
paragraph or two about why your 
pet is simply the best.

C
A

R
M

O
D

Y 
C

O
LL

A
G

E

Senior Center Activities
AUGUST 26  TO SEPTEMBER 6

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – I discovered 
a club for antique motorcycle own-
ers to write about. It is named An-
tique Motorcycle Club of America 
(AMCA). 

I was at a concert at the end of 
July at the Hawks & Reed Perform-
ing Arts Center when a number 
of motorcylists rode by, and then 
showed back up alongside some 
of the art vendors who were there. 
It turned out that at that time, they 
were in town for an event at the 
Franklin County Fairgrounds. 

Keith Kizer, who has been ex-
ecutive director of the club for 10 
years, gave me his card to get a hold 
of later for an interview. 

I learned from Kizer that the 
club has been around for 70 years, 
since 1954. “It’s usually through 
other friends who are members,” 
he told me when I ask how people 
join the club. 

As for being a member. Kizer 
said he enjoys being one himself. 
His words on that were “absolutely 
– it’s a lot of fun.” I was also told 
40 members have been a part of it 

for “over 50 years.”
It also turned out that showing up 

at the Franklin County Fairgrounds 
wasn’t the first time that happened 
– the club has been at Fairgrounds 
two previous times. “Both times 
were at the end of July,” he said.

The kind of old motorcycles that 
are part of this club are mostly Har-
ley-Davidson and Indian motorcy-
cles. Kizer said he doesn’t think 
a Harley or an Indian is better. 
“There is no better bike,” he said. 
“Every one is a good bike.” He 
personally has a 1941 Indian Chief 
motorcycle. 

For the club’s 70th anniversary, 
the members of the club held a pa-
rade through downtown Greenfield. 

The Fairgrounds event is the only 
one the club holds in New England. 
Kizer said that it used to be held in 
Connecticut. It sounded like it was 
very successful: “This year, we had 
probably a thousand people,” he 
told me. The club has over 15,000 
members in it nationwide.

The AMCA’s website is at  
www.antiquemotorcycle.org. You 
can also look at the club’s maga-
zine on the site. 

SCENE REPORT

The Antique Motorcycle Club 
Comes Home to Greenfield

 The communards at Packer Corners in Guilford,  a “sister” 
household to the Montague Farm, at the early height of  things.

Everyone was initially hoping to 
see a bigtime Hollywood film made 
about how their clique’s internecine 
political split in New York City had 
inadvertently deposited them on the 
Leverett-Montague border right near 
where Spaulding Brook meets the 
Robert Frost Trail and how amazing 
and reborn-y and start-over-y it was 
there – and you may laugh, reader, 
but it had already charmed the ab-
solute bellbottoms off of the New 
York City book-publishing decision-
makers – but then another thing hap-
pened, which was Light and Keller 
and co. being around with decent 
cameras as some of their cronies de-
cided, having listened to enough of 
the Watergate hearings, to re-engage 
with mass politics. 

Green Mountain Post Films thus 
became, essentially automatically, 
the most prominent press organ of 
the emergent Clamshell Alliance, 
and the rest, as they say – 

Far Out: Life On & After the 
Commune, as it turns out, is the 
culmination of Charlie Light’s at-
tempts over the course of a full fif-
ty years to make a single film sum-
marizing or condensing the ride 
these people went through together 
from roughly 1969 to 1980. And, 
as it turns out, it’s very good.

As I am a bit of a media worker 
myself, Light felt it appropriate to 
send me a password-protected link 
for a home viewing of Far Out be-
fore its world premiere, which is a 
run at the Latchis Theatre in Brattle-
boro from September 6 to 12. 

Now, I’m also a little bit of a 
nosy Nelly in terms of being into 
figuring out who has been here be-
fore us, so I had already some of 
the big primary documents – Ray 
Mungo’s Famous Long Ago, Steve 
Diamond’s What the Trees Said, 
Tom Fels’s analytical-look-back 
Farm Friends, all the issues of the 
Green Mountain Post which  are 
all scanned and up up on the UMa-
ss Special Collections website for 

PREVIEW  from page B1

any sicko to peruse, and Home 
Comfort, the very sweet antholo-
gy edited at Packer Corners, which 
made me finally relent and realize 
I would probably have liked these 
people. (David James, I have your 
copy and will give it back to you.) 
And I’ve seen a number of the 
main GMP Films documentraries.

But I realized, watching Far Out, 
that this was one of the first docu-
ments of these farm families that 
seemed generous, and genuinely in-
terested in helping those of us born 
later on what actually happened. It 
doesn’t feel tied up in self-justifica-
tion, and it moves certain themes that 
were hanging out around the margins 
toward the center of the story. 

And it lets its subjects shine. 
Light had access to decades and de-
cades of footage, both from GMP 
and fellow travelers, and from 2006 
to 2010 he conducted a set of inter-
views that allow us to meet his in-
formants in their most human form.

I recommend Far Out as a re-
source for understanding the local 
commune scene in its particularity, 
which is in turn a skeleton key for 
understanding shifts in the region’s 
class and political composition 
in the decades since. (“It’s a sea 
change, really, that the dominant 
culture is now a culture shaped by 
the people who moved here in the 
Sixties,” Oona Adams, who grew 
up in the communes as a child, re-
flects in the film.)

If this topic interests you, the 
September 7 screening at the 
Latchis will be followed by a whole 
panel discussion – details online, 
I’m running out of space in this 
column – enlisting a number of the 
core characters, who are still all 
around us. 

And our next edition of the Mon-
tague Reporter – here’s why this is 
labeled as a “preview”! 
– will feature a long inter-
view with Charlie Light. 
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Root Yoga Studio
51 11th St., Turners Falls

413.676.9076
root-yoga-studio.com

New Student Special
Three Classes for $40

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Female Teenagers; Pattern of  Behavior; Puking Party;
Field House Break-In; Moving Out Soon; Eating Cheerios

Monday, 8/5
9:17 a.m. A 38-year-old 
Belchertown man was ar-
rested on a straight war-
rant.
9:40 a.m. 911 caller from 
Highland School Apart-
ments states that some-
one just mowed the lawn 
and caused damage to her 
car; there is grass all over 
it and two dings in the 
windshield. Caller spoke 
to Montague Housing Au-
thority, who told her that 
they don’t cover damage 
to vehicles and that she 
will have to go through her 
own insurance. Requesting 
report. Advised of  options.
12:01 p.m. Two officers 
out with party with an 
active warrant near the 
Crocker Building on Ave-
nue A. Unable to locate.
12:11 p.m. Trespass no-
tice received for male at a 
Third Street address.
6:13 p.m. 911 caller states 
there is an electrical pole 
with a light on fire near 
Tenth and H Streets. 
TFFD en route. Ever-
source will need to replace 
the light.
10:48 p.m. 911 caller from 
East Main Street states 
that the female below her 
just came up and banged 
on her door, causing a 
disturbance. Received a 
call from the other female 
stating that the first caller 
is the one causing a dis-
turbance by drilling and 
bumping in the apartment 
above her, which just woke 
her up. Both parties spo-
ken to; situation mediated.
Tuesday, 8/6
6:50 a.m. Caller from Lake 
Pleasant reports a pow-
er outage in the area and 
states that her kids believe 
they saw a spark in the area 
of  the post office. Shel-
burne Control advised.
12:14 p.m. A 33-year-old 
Gill man was arrested on a 
default warrant.
3:11 p.m. Caller reports 
that there are two dogs in a 
red truck in the Third and 
Fourth Street alleyway; 
advises this is not the first 
time this has happened, and 
the dogs are being left in 
the truck all day long. Ani-
mal control officer advised. 
ACO reports that the dogs 
are fine in this weather and 
he will be checking the area 
more often. Officer advis-
es no dogs in truck at this 
time; unable to make con-
tact with owner.
5:46 p.m. Caller reports 
three or four female teen-
agers yelling and fighting 
in the parking lot next to 
the skate park. Officer ad-
vises females are all set; 
no issues.
6:52 p.m. 911 caller from 
Maple Street reports that 
several kids were in the 
area throwing rocks at his 
neighbor’s house and kick-
ing their property. Caller 
states the kids were being 
rude and disrespectful and 
threatened that they would 
return. Officers checking 

area. Caller called back 
and advised that the kids 
are back and causing an-
other disturbance; advises 
that the kids live on Chest-
nut Street, not sure which 
house. Officers will stay in 
the area.
Wednesday, 8/7
1:39 a.m. Caller from Fed-
eral Street reports that a 
female left the house at 
an unknown time at some 
point last night; caller ad-
vises she had a friend over 
for the night. Believes ju-
venile may be somewhere 
in Montague, but does not 
have an address. Officer 
spoke with the mother, 
who states this is part of  a 
pattern of  behavior. Neg-
ative contact at friend’s 
address. Upon speaking 
with friend’s mother, it 
was reported that her 
daughter has been doing 
the same thing.
2:25 a.m. Officer checking 
on suspicious occupied 
vehicle in roadway on In-
dustrial Boulevard. Officer 
advises field sobriety test 
conducted; no signs of  im-
pairment. Vehicle owner 
advises he was tired and 
fell asleep.
8:37 a.m. Caller requesting 
ACO to respond to Alice 
Street and retrieve a skunk 
caught in a trap. ACO re-
sponding.
11:43 a.m. ACO advising 
of  an incident yesterday 
in which a small dog was 
struck by a vehicle. Dog is 
OK; owner was upset and 
yelling at the neighbors 
because they called the an-
imal shelter on him.
3:51 p.m. Report of  vehi-
cle parked partially in the 
road on a corner of  Hill-
side Road. Operator was 
marking the trails for the 
cross-country runners 
from the high school. Ve-
hicle was moved.
4:06 p.m. 911 caller re-
ports that a male screamed 
at her several times while 
in Unity Park, then left 
the area in a black Volks- 
wagen. Involved male 
called to report that the 
female opened the door to 
the Porta-Potty while he 
was inside; he is current-
ly at the pharmacy, and 
would like to speak with 
an officer. Officers spoke 
with both parties. Situa-
tion mediated.
6:12 p.m. Officer out 
with vehicle behind tech 
school. Vehicle is early for 
soccer practice.
6:58 p.m. 911 caller from 
Avenue A reports being 
harassed by a male who 
is known to him. Male re-
portedly said “I’ll put my 
hands on you,” forced his 
way into the building, and 
damaged the elevator door. 
Male left in a silver Fit. No 
visible damage to the door. 
Parties advised of  options.
11:21 p.m. 911 caller from 
Maple Street reports that 
three kids ran by his house 
and made a lot of  noise. 
Call logged.

Thursday, 8/8
12 a.m. 911 caller states he 
was attacked by approxi-
mately five individuals and 
was hit in the head several 
times. Caller is unsure who 
attacked him and claims he 
is unsure where he is; he is 
pulled over in his vehicle. 
Call mapping in area of  
Montague City Road and 
Farren Avenue. Caller in-
dicates he has pretty seri-
ous head trauma from be-
ing attacked and believes 
he might die. He does not 
believe that the attack-
ers are in the area, as he 
drove away from the loca-
tion. Caller transferred to 
Shelburne Control; units 
advised. Message left for 
mother of  an involved par-
ty. Male party transferred 
to hospital. 
12:29 a.m. Crash call mon-
itoring company advising 
of  vehicle crash on Green-
field Road. Limited info. 
Units advised. Additional 
caller reporting possible 
crash near Hatchery Road; 
advises that around seven 
people are in the roadway, 
yelling and screaming. Of-
ficer requesting tow.
1:24 a.m. Officer out with a 
party who is puking on the 
side of  Plains Road. Offi-
cer grabbing jump pad for 
a vehicle that died; coming 
to pick up involved parties. 
Reports three juveniles 
are being picked up and 
provided transport. Addi-
tional juvenile transported 
to PD lobby. All parties 
picked up from station and 
brought home.
12:07 p.m. Party into sta-
tion to complain about 
bushes and weeds blocking 
the sidewalk on Montague 
City Road. Investigated. 
DPW supervisor respond-
ing to assess situation.
6:09 p.m. Report of  recent 
breaking and entering at 
the Parks & Recreation 
field house on Unity Street. 
Caller believes suspects 
may still be inside. Officer 
at Peskeompskut Park with 
a group of  involved parties. 
Advises group was not in-
volved; they were listening 
to music and not creating 
any issues. They did advise 
that they observed a kid 
earlier who may have been 
involved. Officer checking 
on a group in front of  Har-
vey’s. Original caller advis-
ing that after the officers 
cleared he discovered dam-
age he had not noticed. Of-
ficer en route to speak with 
parents of  kid identified as 
being involved. They will 
make contact with the camp 
director. Investigated.
10:05 p.m. Caller from East 
Main Street requesting of-
ficer for an issue with her 
neighbor. Advises neighbor 
has been spitting on, sit-
ting on, putting things on, 
and throwing things at her 
vehicle as well as her boy-
friend’s vehicle; has some 
of  these incidents on cam-
era. Advised of  options.
11:07 p.m. Caller from Sec-

ond Street states her down-
stairs neighbor has a dog 
barking again. States she 
asked him to keep it down 
because she is trying to 
sleep, and he said “I don’t 
care.” States she told him 
it was after 10 p.m., and 
that he replied again that 
he didn’t care, and that he 
would be moving out soon. 
States she was told to call 
whenever this happens. Re-
ferred to an officer.
Friday, 8/9
9:02 a.m. Caller reports 
that a male has threatened 
to kill him. Advised of  op-
tions.
3:25 p.m. First of  several 
reports of  trees, branch-
es, and wires down around 
town. Tree down on 
Meadow Road has crushed 
a guardrail; tree down on 
wires on Spaulding Brook 
Road; large branch down 
on Chester Street; limb 
on wires on West Miner-
al Road; branch on wires 
in the road at Ripley and 
Spaulding Brook roads; 
detour on Gunn Road; 
sinkhole on Montague 
City Road which needs to 
be barricaded or covered 
with a steel plate; tree on 
wires on Old Sunderland 
Road; tree blocking Turn-
ers Falls Road entirely; 
tree blocking travel lane 
on Lake Pleasant Road. 
DPW, TFFD, and Ever-
source responding.
3:39 p.m. Caller reporting 
that two people are outside 
with open containers on 
Avenue A. Officer checked 
on parties. No alcohol pres-
ent; they were eating Chee-
rios out of  a peanut con-
tainer and drinking water 
out of  a plastic container.
11 p.m. Caller from Second 
Street states her down-
stairs neighbor has been 
playing music for the past 
few minutes and disturb-
ing her peace. Caller called 
back stating it was after 
midnight and the neigh-
bor still has music playing; 
upset that no officers have 
shown up yet. Officers were 
en route when they came 
across a tree blocking the 
road and got tied up. 
Saturday, 8/10
3:11 a.m. 911 caller from 
Avenue A states that two 
parties just entered his 
apartment, pushed him 
to the floor, and stole his 
money. Report taken.
9:31 a.m. Wanted person 
located by officer. Male par-
ty was on a bike but jumped 
off  and fled on foot behind 
a Fifth Street address. State 
police were already in the 
area to try to pick the party 
up on warrants, so they are 
on scene as well. Party in 
state police custody.
10:10 a.m. Caller from Sec-
ond Street states that her 
neighbor is harassing her 
again. Advised of  options.
4:06 p.m. Caller from 
Green Pond Road states 
she had a bike stolen from 
her yard. Investigated.

see MPD next page

EXHIBITS
Waterway Arts, Turners Falls: 
Work by Molly Almeida, Lydia M. 
Kinney, and Judith Bowerman. 
Drawings, paintings, and prints. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Al-
len Fowler, small mixed-media 
collage work from several recent 
series, through mid-September.
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Mark Majeski, lo-
cal birds in colored pencil, through 
September 2. 
Sawmill River Arts, Montague: 
Studio Feeler, ceramics by guest 
artist Akilah Scharff-Teoh, through 
August. Jasper Alexander pres-
ents block prints from his Salted 
Snail Studio in September and Oc-
tober; opening reception Saturday, 
September 7 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Montague Center Library: 
Landscapes: Endangered and 
Preserved, paintings by Meg 
Ricks, through August.
Fiddleheads Gallery, North-
field: Literately Inspired, group 
show of art inspired by words, 
through September 15.
Leverett Library: Quilts of Lever-
ett, four quilts by LES sixth-grad-
ers plus a Leverett bicentennial 
quilt from 1974, through August.
Leverett Crafts & Arts, Leverett: 
LCA Artists Group Show, work by 
artists at the LCA including board 
members and Mudpie Potters, 
through August. Lori Lyn Hoffer 
and Jac Roblee Straus exhibit 
work in September. 
Artspace Gallery, Greenfield: 
It’s Never Too Late to Create, 
work by Tim Gorts, through Octo-
ber 11. Opening reception on Fri-
day, September 6 at 5 p.m.
Greenfield Library: The Day After 

Yesterday, portraits of dementia 
by Joe Wallace. Through Septem-
ber 28, with a reception Monday, 
September 16 at 6:30 p.m.
LAVA Center, Greenfield: Se-
quence, artworks by daughter and 
father Jessica and Daryl Beck. 
Through August, with a closing 
reception Friday, August 30 from 
5 to 8 p.m. 
Gallery A3, Amherst: Imperma-
nence, juried group show of over 
36 regional artists, through Au-
gust. When Matter Talks Back, 
mixed-media installation by 
Rebecca Muller, September 5 
through 28, with a reception Thurs-
day, September 5 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Shelburne Arts Coop, Shel-
burne Falls: Flowers All Around, 
exhibit by member artists, through 
August.
Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel-
burne: Watercolor Whimsey, 
paintings by children’s book illus-
trator Astrid Sheckels, and Col-
orful Countenance, masks and 
sculptures that create unusual 
characters by Dana Schildkraut, 
both through August. Wings of 
the Wind, paintings by Margaret 
Loyd, and The New Herbarium, 
cyanotypes by Madge Evers, 
September 4 through October 
28; opening reception Saturday, 
September 7 at 2 p.m. 
D’Amour Museum, Springfield: 
Frida Kahlo, Her Photos, images 
from Kahlo’s personal collection 
which were locked up in a bath-
room at the artist’s residence 
for more than 50 years, through 
September. Look Again: Portraits 
of Daring Women, woodcut and 
collage prints by Leverett artist 
Julie Lapping Rivera celebrating 
the achievements of women who 
defied the status quo, through 
February.

Plains and past the village of Lake 
Pleasant, surely causing the residents 
to stir in their sleep.

Mention haunting, and comes to 
mind the ghostly breathless call of 
the whippoorwill. Mother used to 
say she heard that lonely song some-
times calling from the peak of the 
roof of this old house, all during the 
Depression. Nowadays of a summer 
night, that otherworldly bird whis-
pers endlessly at the foot of the pitch 
pines on the Plains.

Whippoorwill’s cousin, the night-
hawk, has already come winging 
down the evening from the north. In 
movements and groups of twenty or 
so, they knife through the air, head-
ing due south. They don’t want to be 
caught up here by an early chill.

Help me, help me sail away,
Just give me two good reasons why 
I ought to stay…

Tomatoes ripen, but God knows 
I could never be encouraged to take 
charge of that garden.

I’m a complete failure in that 
regard. Luckily, la belle jardinière 
Monique, a true Breton with a green 
thumb, takes care of the tomatoes 
and cukes. I relegate myself to 
shooing away villainous squirrels 
and chipmunks who would steal 
and chomp through the half ripe 
green fruit of the vines.

Now that summer’s evenings 
are here, it is time to grill Sawmill 
River trout on the campfire at the 
edge of the garden. Our fisherman 
son, home for the summer, follows 
that river downstream to secret 

places no one ever goes. It could 
be as wild as some remote stream 
in Montana, he says. With A couple 
of trout sizzle over the embers to 
show for his efforts. 

Lucky for us, so far the scent of 
the trout grilling over the oak fire 
hasn’t reached Mama Bear. She 
hasn’t been back since early July, 
when she spent time scoping out 
the yard at the margin between lawn 
and woods. That’s the space where 
civilization ends and the woodland 
realm of the bear begins. When I 
scolded her and shooed her away 
she turned her massive head, look-
ing at me over her shoulder and in 
no hurry to move on. 

She went, but could have as easi-
ly come back and swatted me like a 
pesky gnat.

I can further confirm that golden-
rod and Joe Pye are a whirring maze 
of hundreds of insects, reveling in 
the sweetness, and likely unaware of 
our admiration for their pollinating 
tasks we ascribe to them.

The call of the sandpiper echoes 
as this bird lilts down the river. She 
teeters and tips constantly on the 
sun-warmed riverstones. She leaves 
wet footprints on the river-smoothed 
boulders. Her delicate tracks will dry 
and disappear in a very short time.

Ah!

I love to live so pleasantly
Live this life of luxury,
Lazing on a sunny afternoon,
In the summertime,
In the summertime…

(Lyrics by  
The Kinks, 1966.) 

WEST ALONG from page B1
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11:04 p.m. 911 caller states 
she just had her wallet sto-
len by a male who left in a 
vehicle and may be headed 
to Greenfield. Officer spoke 
to caller; caller did not see 
involved male take wallet, 
but states it had to be him. 
Advised of  options.
Sunday, 8/11
1:11 p.m. Caller from 
Second Street concerned 
about a suspicious male 
walking down the alley 
wearing blue pants, a blue 
jersey, and a black face 
mask. Second caller states 
that two or three people 
in black masks were run-
ning around inside the 
building, yelling like they 
were looking for some-
body. Building and area 
checked. Nothing found.
4:58 p.m. 911 caller states 
that a large group of  ju-
veniles are starting to 
jump an 11-year-old. Sit-
uation mediated; all par-
ties dispersed.
11:11 p.m. E-911 caller 
reports hearing a loud 
explosion with a loss of  
power on Vladish Avenue. 
Officer advises pole in-
volved with blown trans-
former due to overgrown 
vegetation. Eversource 
advised and responding.
Monday, 8/12
1:04 p.m. Report of  a 
black Ford F150 driving 
erratically, brake-check-
ing, and tailgating on 
Millers Falls Road. Lo-
cated vehicle; no infrac-
tions noted. 
5:03 p.m. Caller reports 
that teens are smoking a 

bong in the bandshell at 
Peskeompskut Park. No 
one found in the area.
11:37 p.m. Suspicious ac-
tivity reported at Hillcrest 
Elementary. Found to be a 
truck delivering flooring.
Tuesday, 8/13
11:33 a.m. Caller reports 
that a brown, white, and 
black dog with Rhode Is-
land tags is sitting with 
her on Millers Falls Road. 
Dog owner located, and 
dog returned. 
1:18 p.m. 911 caller re-
porting an unfamiliar 
black truck parked in his 
driveway. Phone message 
left for owner, and note 
put on truck. 
1:59 p.m. Third Street 
caller requests an officer 
to respond to her at home, 
as she received a threat 
that someone wants to 
shoot her son.
2:06 p.m. Food City em-
ployee requests a wom-
an be removed from the 
bench outside the store as 
she is saying inappropri-
ate things to people. Fe-
male walked off  and got 
on a bus.
2:19 p.m. Multiple calls 
about a car crash on Ca-
nal Street, possibly due to 
brake failure. Driver ap-
pears injured. Ambulance 
and FD en route.
3:49 p.m. Reporting par-
ty called from Food City 
parking lot concerned 
about a car with three 
young children left alone 
while their mother went 
into the store. Officer 
spoke to reporting party, 
and car with children left. 

5:04 p.m. Request for an 
officer on L Street. Caller 
wants to file harassment 
charges after a car drove 
up to the house and asked 
“This is where you live? 
I’ll be back.” Advised call-
er of  options.
6:11 p.m. Walk-in report 
of  neighbors going up and 
down the road in front of  
his house with two junky, 
unregistered cars, disturb-
ing the neighborhood. Car 
owner advised of  com-
plaint and will stop.
Wednesday, 8/14
1:55 a.m. Report of  a loose 
brown-and-white border 
collie on Avenue A. 
7:06 a.m. Caller from 
Lake Pleasant got a rabid 
fox in a trap. ACO will re-
move it.
11:02 a.m. Strong odor of  
marijuana reported in the 
area of  Millers Falls Road. 
Officer investigating. 
7:03 p.m. Walk-in to the 
station reported being 
physically assaulted on 
Avenue A. Officer advised 
them of  options. 
11:23 p.m. Caller report-
ed seeing a cat get run 
over on Route 63, not sure 
what to do; cat is not able 
to walk and is breathing 
funny. Unable to locate. 
Thursday, 8/15
9:42 a.m. Caller reports 
fighting in the Fifth 
Street alley. Male and fe-
male located; distraught, 
but not wanting to talk to 
the officer at this time. 
1:33 p.m. Package re-
ported stolen on Avenue 
A. Caller very upset. Re-
ferred to an officer.

2:27 p.m. Caller reports 
that the Port-a-Potty at 
Peskeompskut Park was 
pushed over last night, 
but is now right-side-up.
7:06 p.m. Report of  loud 
music on G Street. Of-
ficer was unable to hear 
it from the road; caller 
called back at 8:11 to say 
the music stopped. 
8:29 p.m. Report of  a bike 
stolen from under a first-
floor porch on Fourth 
Street. Black bike with 
pegs, no serial number, or 
other identifying infor-
mation. Officer advised. 
9:02 p.m. Abandoned 911 
call traced to the location 
of  a cabin in the woods 
behind Stop & Shop in 
Greenfield. Greenfield 
dispatch advised they 
were on the line with the 
caller, who wanted offi-
cers to investigate drug 
activity there. 
Friday, 8/16
6:52 a.m. Seventh Street 
caller reports a man on a 
bike is dumpster diving at 
a building under construc-
tion. Male party located 
in a garage that had been 
locked, and charged with 
breaking and entering.
2:05 p.m. Parks and recre-
ation department reports 
teens at the park creating 
a loud disturbance and be-
ing rude and aggressive to 
people. Gone on arrival. 
10:53 p.m. Stevens Street 
caller reports a bike stolen 
during the last few hours. 
Advised of  options.
Saturday, 8/17
10:58 a.m. Report of  a 
man screaming while 

walking down Unity 
Street. Officer located par-
ty with some type of  arm 
injury. Courtesy transport 
to Amherst provided.
11:34 a.m. Bag of  fishing 
gear and personal items 
reported stolen from the 
Eleventh Street bridge. 
Report taken. 
4:53 p.m. Caller complains 
that youths are blasting 
profane music in Unity 
Park. Unable to locate. 
6 p.m. Items removed 
from the road on Unity 
Street near Kostanski’s. 
DPW to dispose of  them 
on Monday. 
7:10 p.m. Caller from 
Third Street reports his 
son’s bike, a white BMX 
Highwind Redeem, was 
stolen over the weekend 
along with the helmet 
and bike lock. 
Sunday, 8/18
7:38 a.m. Report on an in-
jured pigeon in the parking 
lot of  the Cutlery Block 
on Third Street. Services  
rendered.
11:12 a.m. Small brown 
dog running loose on Cen-
tral Street; taken to shel-
ter. Owner located, will 
retrieve it later.
3:20 p.m. Report of  a mi-
nor accident in the Crock-
er Building parking lot. 
Ja’Duke driving school 
instructor reported that 
a student swiped a Honda 
Fit, with very minor dam-
age to both vehicles. 
7:18 p.m. Caller states her 
gray American 
bulldog got 
loose on Emond 
Avenue.

MPD from previous pg

How to Navigate the Nudie Beach 
By MANDDY MUDDBALLS

FRANKLIN COUNTY – There is a 
place so special that, despite being upstream 
from the perpetually e. Coli-positive Green 
River Recreation and Swimming Area, there 
are no poop particles in sight; where the se-
rene landscape is complete with banks of 
metamorphic rocks, where trees defy gravity 
over a river, and where an island of private 
alcoves blooms with Japanese knotweed. 
This place is, of course, Lone Butt Beach.

When the box-fan-and-window combina-
tion can’t beat the heat in my tiny apartment, 
Lone Butt Beach is the only place I go for 
refuge. Unfortunately, though the water is al-
ways the perfect temperature and the scenery 
is glorious, the social situations I find myself 
in are often as precarious as the parking situa-

tion, which is on the side of a cliff. 
Ideal swim spot attributes often include 

descriptors like being unknown to many, 
having a low hike-to-swim ratio, and spe-
cial features such as waterfalls or natural 
water slides. Lone Butt Beach-goers, how-
ever, contradict the defining desire of many 
swim spot frequenters: visitors want there 
to be other people present. It’s the hottest 
club in town. Why wouldn’t you want to be 
naked, showing off all of your hard-to-see-
in-clothes botanical tattoos, next to your 
upstairs neighbor’s friend group who didn’t 
invite her but did bring her dog, Mama?

While it’s very punk rock that nude 
beaches are queering my expectations for 
a swim spot, I often find myself struggling 
with what to say and do around the dozens of 
naked people due to my already-low social 

IQ. Here’s how my visit to the nudie Beach 
last Saturday went: 

When I arrived, after walking down the 
steep path with my book and towel in hand, 
I found that my 19-year-old friends had al-
ready made acquaintance with the water and 
were happily swimming nude. “How nice,” 
I thought, waving to the young punks in  
the river. 

This thought only lasted momentarily, 
though, and was replaced by a major moral 
dilemma: it was around 5 p.m. and it wasn’t 
as hot as earlier in the day. I didn’t really want 
to go swimming; I was mostly interested in 
sitting by the water. But I just saw my young 
friends naked – does this mean I owe them 
a display of my own naked vulnerability in 
return, so that we’re even? Is it weird for me, 
being older than them, to get naked? Always 
tiptoeing the line between mentor and peer, 
how should I act in this situation?

Naturally, I wanted to model good behav-
ior to show the punks who come after me how 
to be an upstanding community member. The 
motto at the nude beach is “it really doesn’t 
matter,” but I still couldn’t shake the feeling 
that I had a debt to pay, that I owed them for 
barging in on their nudie swim sesh without 
giving them the option to ponder the same 
dilemma that I was and ultimately choose to 
keep on their trunks. 

In a show of solidarity, I took off all my 
clothes and dove into the water, splashing 
them on the way. I let the minnows nibble 
at my toes for a minute and promptly got 
out, feeling accomplished for navigating a 
complex social scene, complete with two 
19-year-old boys, successfully.

As I exited the water, I ran into a board 
member of Stem Soup who I learned, at that 
moment, has only one testicle. We talked for 
a while, and he quickly shifted the conversa-
tion from our various beach reads (mine be-
ing Infinite Jest, his being Ta-Nehisi Coates’ 
latest New York Times bestseller) to needing 

to fundraise for the beloved pay-what-you-
can café on Hope Street. 

“We are $60,000 in the hole,” he said, try-
ing not to stare at my singular nipple piercing.

Making $17 an hour working 32 hours a 
week and surviving off Stem Soup’s lovely 
free store, I told him I could give $20. “You 
can join the ranks of many incredible donors, 
including that guy who played The Dude in 
the bowling movie and Bill Cosby’s wife,” he 
said. “It’s not her fault he ended up this way.”

As I walked away with less money in my 
Venmo balance and a promise to ask my par-
ents if they would make a more substantial 
donation – knowing all too well this would 
include a 20-minute conversation including 
the phrase “It’s not exactly a soup kitchen; the 
entire community benefits from it, including 
the volunteers”), I stumbled into my ex-girl-
friend. I wouldn’t say I handled that interac-
tion expertly, but I must admit it was my fault 
I ran into her: I invited her to come.

Luckily, she brought her new partner, 
granting her a witness to corroborate the 
fact that I tried a bit that included a little too 
much physical comedy for the nude beach. 
(If you’re reading this, Ariella, I’m sorry 
that I took a leaf off of the ground, pretended 
it was your credit card, swiped it down my 
buttcrack, and handed it to you saying “It de-
clined.” What can I say? There are too many 
opportunities for comedy with naked bodies 
– how could I resist!)

As I snuck away to finally do what I came 
for – lie on my towel and relax while listen-
ing to the soothing rush of the river – Ley-
den’s most famous resident came crunching 
down the hill.

“Can you please move the gray Toyota 
Camry with the ‘Yankee Candle is Closing’ 
bumper sticker?” said Leyden police chief 
Daniel Galvis.

“You got it, Dan,” I responded as I stum-
bled up the hill, still naked, just grateful I 
hadn’t been towed.

Montague Villages 
Welcomes New Volunteers
By LEE WICKS

MONTAGUE – Articles in this paper and 
information sessions are encouraging more 
people to join Montague Villages as volun-
teers and members. Recently, Nancy Crowell 
and Jill Ingham have stepped forward. (See 
www.montaguevillages.org for more info!)

Nancy Crowell has lived in Millers Falls 
since 1979. Since retiring she has volunteered 
for the Friends of Montague Libraries and 
become a member of the Millers Falls Com-
munity Improvement Association as well as a 
town meeting member and a library trustee. 

“I heard about Montague Villages and 
thought it was a great idea,” she said. “There 
are so many of us from the Baby Boom-
er generation who want to age in place, and 
this seems like part of the solution to helping 
people do just that.” Nancy is still physically 
active and enjoys hiking, walking, yoga, and 
kayaking. “I feel I can start my association 
with Montague Villages providing transpor-
tation,” she said, “and helping with shopping 
and minor household tasks.”

Jill Ingham, who moved with her hus-
band from Greenfield to Turners Falls in 
2014, said her interest began with an arti-
cle in the Montague Reporter. She then met 
some of the involved people at a town meet-
ing in 2023 and decided to get involved in 
helping seniors in her community. 

Jill has deep roots in Montague.  Her 
grandfather Carl Sauter was born in Turners 
Falls, and she spent many summers with her 
cousins at a cottage on Lake Pleasant that 
belonged to her maternal great-grandfather, 
Frank C. Bryant. “My family names were 
placed on the Bridge of Names when it was 
first built,” she said, “including my great-
great-grandmother Almina Bede and Bry-
ant Bishop.” Her other volunteer activities 
include being a Town Meeting member for 
Precinct 2 and a member of the Ritual Com-
mittee at her place of worship. 
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To learn more, volunteer, or make 
a donation, go to www.montaguevillages.org

Crust
6 Tbsp. canola, peanut,  

or other vegetable oil
⅔ cup milk
2 eggs
2 oz. grated extra-sharp 

Cheddar (about ¾ cup)
1½ cups tapioca flour
½ tsp. salt

Filling
12 oz. sweet Italian sausage
1 to 2 Tbsp. olive or 

vegetable oil
1 medium onion, chopped
1 medium green bell pepper, 

in strips
½ medium red bell pepper,  

in strips
1 to 2 garlic cloves, minced
1½ cups chopped fresh or 

canned tomatoes
1 tsp. dried thyme
1 tsp. oregano
¼ tsp. powdered chili pepper 

(optional)
salt to taste

 
Turn the oven to 400 degrees. 

Thoroughly grease a shallow bak-
ing dish or 8-inch pie dish with 2 
tablespoons of oil. Some should 

remain standing on the base.

In a blender or a food proces-
sor, whisk together the remaining 
quarter-cup of oil, the milk, and the 
eggs. Mix in the cheese, and then 
the tapioca flour and salt, and pro-
cess for about 2 minutes until the 
mixture is full of bubbles. (To work 
by hand, whisk the ingredients 
briskly until very bubbly, using an 
electric beater if available.) 

Pour the mixture into the pre-
pared pan and place it in the top 
half of the oven. Bake for 20 to 
25 minutes. Test for doneness by 
sliding in a thin knife blade. If it 
comes out sticky, continue baking. 
During baking the edges rise, cre-
ating a bowl or tart shape.

While the tapioca tart is bak-
ing, make the sausage-and-pepper  
filling. 

Cut the Italian sausage in one-
inch pieces. Heat the oil in a frying 
pan, add the sausage pieces, and 
fry for 4 or 5 minutes, turning to 
brown them all over. 

Now add the chopped onion 
and fry for another 2 or 3 minutes, 
then mix in the pepper strips and 
garlic. Finally add the chopped to-
mato, thyme, oregano, powdered 
chili, and salt. Cover the pan and 
simmer for 5 minutes, stirring 
once or twice. 

Remove the lid, taste, and ad-
just the flavorings as needed. Sim-
mer until the sausage and peppers 
are cooked through and the to-
matoes have formed a sauce. To 
serve, pour into the hollow center 
of the tapioca tart. 

Serves 3 to 4.

SAUSAGE AND PEPPER TAPIOCA TART

1 cup tapioca pearls
2 medium potatoes
1 jalapeno or serrano pepper
⅓ cup dry-roasted peanuts
2 Tbsp. flavorless cooking oil 
1 Tbsp. butter
1½ tsp. cumin seeds
1 tsp. grated fresh ginger
½ tsp. turmeric
salt to taste
½ lemon
2 Tbsp. cilantro, torn

Put the tapioca in a large bowl 
and rinse it under cold running wa-
ter. Swish it around to remove the 
starch, which could make it sticky. 
Repeat a couple of times until the 
water looks clear, drain it, return the 
tapioca to the bowl, and add enough 
cold water to cover it by a half-inch. 

Soak for at least six hours. Test 
if it’s ready by rubbing a pearl be-
tween your thumb and forefinger – 
it should disintegrate.

Scrub the potatoes then boil in 
their skins for 14 minutes or until 
they are almost done. Cool with 
cold water, peel, and cut in half-
inch cubes. Wash and coarsely chop 
the pepper, omitting some of the 
seeds if you want it less spicy.

Grind half the peanuts into a 
coarse powder in a food processor, 
or by putting them in a bag and bash-
ing them with something heavy.

When ready to cook, thoroughly 
drain the tapioca. Heat the oil and 
butter in a wide pan and stir in the 
cumin seeds, then the ginger and 
turmeric. Now add the potato cubes 
and cook over moderate heat, stir-
ring when necessary to prevent 
sticking for 5 minutes or until the 
potatoes have browned a little at the 
edges and are tender. 

Add the tapioca, scattered with 
the ground peanuts. Season to taste 
with salt, and cook for 3 or 4 min-
utes, stirring gently to mix. 

SABUDANA KHICHDI

Surprisingly, much of the work 
to get cassava from its tropical fields 
and into our pudding bowls used to 
happen right on our doorstep. As 
Cathy Stanton explained in her re-
cent Montague Reporter series “The 
Rise and Fall of Orange’s Tapioca 
Empire,” the tapioca used for pud-
dings and pie-filling thickeners was 
once the major industry of Orange. 

The business got its start in the 
1890s, when, as Stanton explains, 
tapioca was “a trendy new food, 
the açaí berry of its day.” Its very 
whiteness seemed to signify health-
fulness. Another selling point was 
that the red boxes of Minute Tapi-
oca made by the Whitman Grocery 
Company in Orange were easy to 
use. Soon every store and supermar-
ket stocked them.

Those boxes can still be found, 
but by no means everywhere. 
While tapioca flour is often sold in 
supermarket gluten-free or health 
food sections, tapioca pearls are 
now easier to find in Asian mar-
kets. Chinese stores, for example, 
have them in many colors for mak-
ing bubble tea. They may also have 
hu tieu, a thick Vietnamese noodle 
appreciated for its chewiness. 

Indian stores stock tapioca 
pearls by their Hindi name, sabu-
dana. Indian cooks make them into 
pancakes or team them with diced 
potatoes, spices, and peanuts to 
make sabudana khichdi. It’s popu-
lar as both a quick pick-me-up and 
essential sustenance during fasts 
when grains are forbidden.

Such savory dishes sound odd to 
anyone raised on sweet tapioca pud-
dings or bubble tea, but tapioca is 
a staple main dish in parts of Asia, 
Africa, and South America. For ex-
ample, in Nigeria, now the world’s 
largest cassava producer, it’s used 
to make fufu – puffy buns served 
in bowls of spicy soup or stew. In 
Brazil tapioca flour is made into 
breakfast pancakes and tasty cheese 
breads called pão de queijo.

Brazilian cheese breads are one 
source for the tart in the first recipe 
at right. The other source is York-
shire pudding. The recipe below it 
for sabudana khichdi comes from 
India, while the tapioca pudding 
recipe is just one of myriad versions 
from around the world. 

As these recipes show, 
despite its modest ap-
pearance, tapioca is a 
global traveler.

RECIPES from page B1

½ cup tapioca pearls
½ cup sugar or more to taste
one 12-oz. can evaporated milk
1½  cups whole milk
¼ tsp. nutmeg, ideally freshly 

grated

While milk is the usual liquid 
in American and European tap-
ioca puddings, coconut milk is 

used in Vietnam, and spiced 

red wine in Brazil. Nutmeg is the 
flavoring here, but cardamom is 
typical in India.

Put the tapioca pearls in a 
1½-quart ovenproof bowl or shal-
low baking dish. Add cold water to 
cover by about an inch. Soak for 4 
to 6 hours. The pearls will absorb 
most of the water.

Turn the oven to 350 degrees. 
Stir the sugar into the tapioca, then 
pour in the evaporated milk and the 
whole milk. Stir to mix. Grate the 
nutmeg plentifully on top, or sprin-
kle if using ready-ground product. 

Cook in the middle of the oven 
for 45 to 60 minutes. Check often. 
As the pudding bubbles, a brown 
skin will form. Break it and stir it 
in. Repeat this a couple of times, 
adding more milk if the original 
amount has been absorbed. When 
the tapioca is tender and the milk 
has thickened, the pudding is ready.

Eat right away or serve chilled. 
(You can bake tapioca pudding 
along with other dishes, even in a 
hotter or cooler oven.) 

Serves 4.

TAPIOCA PUDDING
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Finally, squeeze on half a lemon 
and stir in the remaining peanuts 
and the cilantro. Plain yogurt with 
chopped mint is a common accom-
paniment. 

Serves 2 to 3.
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Aquí se habla español
Esta es la página mensual en español del Montague Reporter. Aquí podrá encontrar cuestiones acerca de la 
comunidad hispana en el área, eventos de interés, curiosidades, y noticias mundiales en español. Si quiere 
participar o compartir alguna sugerencia, envíenos un correo electrónico a spanish@montaguereporter.org.

Turismo en la Comunidad Valenciana, España 
Por VICTORIA MAÍLLO  
DE AGUILERA

GREENFIELD – La ciudad de 
Valencia ha sido elegida en los últi-
mos años por la revista Forbes como 
mejor ciudad del mundo para vivir, 
ganando en el ranking a ciudades 
como Madrid, Lisboa o Barcelona. 
La lista se ha hecho preguntando a 
expatriados que viven en diversas 
partes del mundo sus prioridades 
para ser felices. Las personas en-
trevistadas destacaron la seguridad 
que hay en Valencia, el clima, el 
transporte público limpio y barato, 
así como los parques y lugares para 
practicar deportes al aire libre.

He pasado parte de mis vaca-
ciones en Valencia y en Altea y les 
voy a contar mi experiencia de pri-
mera mano.

Respecto al aeropuerto, prefiero 
salir desde Hartford, Connecticut ya 
que es más manejable, el parking es 
más barato que en Boston, y hay al-
gunas compañías con vuelos baratos 
que enlazan con diferentes ciudades 
en Europa. Los vuelos provenientes 
de Estados Unidos suelen llegar por 
la mañana a Europa, normalmente 
muy temprano. Si usted desea seguir 
su viaje hacia Levante puede optar 
por enlazar con otro vuelo en Madrid 
o Barcelona, o si lo prefiere puede ir 
en tren de alta velocidad. 

En mi opinión el tren es la opción 
más cómoda y barata. Puede utilizar 
una línea de tren de cercanías des-
de el aeropuerto hasta la estación 
de tren que tarda unos 20 minutos 
y tiene una frecuencia bastante am-
plia. La línea de cercanías le permite 
viajar gratis con el mismo billete de 
tren de larga distancia. Tiene usted 
diferentes opciones y precios des-
de la estación de Chamartín-Clara 
Campoamor y la media del trayec-
to es de dos horas desde Madrid a 
Alicante o Valencia que cubre una 
distancia de unos 360 km. 

Los precios dependiendo del tipo 
de asiento, horario o tipo de tren 
pueden ir desde los 20 hasta los 80 
euros. El precio más caro incluye 
asiento grande y oferta de comida a 
bordo, con diferentes menús que se 
preparan en el momento. Los asien-
tos tienen cargador USB, aire acondi-
cionado, y una pequeña mesita para 
apoyar su botella y computadora.

Si es usted estadounidense se pre-
guntará por qué no he mencionado 
la opción de alquilar un coche, pero 
definitivamente no es la mejor op-
ción. Alquilar un coche automático 
en España es más caro, la gasolina es 
tres veces más cara que en Estados 
Unidos y el transporte público es có-
modo, limpio, barato, y rápido.

Ya está usted en el tren, aho-
ra relájese en su asiento, o vaya a 
la cafetería a tomarse un café con 
leche y una tapa de tortilla de pa-
tatas o un refresco. Así mismo, el 
tren dispone de baños.

Estamos en Valencia. La 
estación de tren es moderna, con 

mucha luz y fácil de manejar.
Valencia está en el Este de Es-

paña, a orillas del mar Mediterráneo. 
Pertenece a la Comunidad Valenci-
ana que consta de las provincias de 
Valencia, Alicante y Castellón. Las 
tres provincias son y han sido des-
tinos turísticos desde hace años. Va-
lencia es la capital de la Comunidad 
Valencia y tiene unos 800.000 habi-
tantes, siendo la tercera ciudad más 
grande de España detrás de Madrid 
y Barcelona y su puerto es el quinto 
en importancia en Europa. 

En sus límites geográficos está 
La Albufera, una extensión de unos 
12 km que es una especie de lagu-
na donde se cultiva el arroz que se 
usa para cocinar la famosa paella. La 
paella original contiene arroz, judías 
verdes, conejo y pollo con tomate y 
ajo para el sofrito. A los valencianos 
no les gusta que se llame paella a 
otros tipos y simplemente los llaman 
arroz de marisco, arroz de pescado o 
despectivamente arroz con cosas.

El clima es muy benigno, con 
unos inviernos suaves y unos vera-
nos calurosos y secos. La temperatu-
ra media anual es de 18 grados Cel-
sius. La lluvia aparece normalmente 
en los meses de otoño y primavera y 
la nieve se ve una vez cada 30 años.

Los idiomas oficiales de la Co-
munidad Valenciana son castellano y 
valenciano, que es similar al catalán.

La historia de la ciudad de Va-
lencia empieza como casi todas las 
ciudades de la península ibérica 
durante la época del imperio roma-
no. Posteriormente formó parte del 
imperio visigodo hasta la aparición 
de los musulmanes en siglo VIII y 
que permanecieron durante cinco 
siglos en lo que se denomina Al- 
Andalus. Valencia fue la capital del 
Taifa de Valencia. 

Como curiosidad, la influencia 
del árabe es notable en las lenguas 
oficiales de España y todas las pal-
abras que empiezan por AL (el artí-
culo en árabe) provienen de este, 
por ejemplo: albufera, almohada, 
algarroba, alcoba, alpargata, etc. 

A partir del siglo XV, la ciudad 
de Valencia estuvo ligada por ra-
zones económicas y políticas a dif-
erentes repúblicas y reinos italianos 

como Génova debido al comercio 
de la seda. A partir del siglo XVIII 
se convierte en una de las ciudades 
más industrializadas de España. En 
la Guerra Civil español fue una de 
las ciudades que más bombardeos 
sufrió por parte del ejercito nazi. 

Actualmente es una de las ci-
udades que mayor desarrollo 
económico ha experimentado, es-
pecialmente después de la crisis de 
2008, siendo una de las regiones que 
más contribuyen al PIB del país.

Como he mencionado anterior-
mente, a partir de los años 60 la 
ciudad y la propia comunidad se 
convierten en centros de desarrollo 
turístico. En julio y agosto, los es-
pañoles que vivían en la meseta o 
en regiones de España con clima 
menos cálido se subían en sus re-
cién comprados Seat 600 o Renault 

Calle en el centro de Altea.

Puesto de frutas en el Mercado Central.

MAÍLLO PHOTOS

8 y con toda la familia se dirigían a 
las playas de las costas de Levante. 
En aquellos años el viaje duraba 
unas 8 horas, en un coche pequeño, 
lleno de personas y bultos y sin aire 
acondicionado.

¿Qué se puede hacer en Valen-
cia? Primero debemos obtener alo-
jamiento. Hay muchísima oferta: 
hoteles, apartamentos, casas ru-
rales, hostales. Les recomendaría 
que eligieran el más acorde a sus 
necesidades y gustos. No importa 
mucho la zona, Valencia es una ci-
udad segura y el transporte público 
funciona fenomenal.

Vamos a empezar por la atrac-
ción principal de Valencia que es 
la Ciudad de las Artes y de las 
Ciencias. El arquitecto respons-
able de su construcción es el ar-
quitecto Santiago Calatrava. Está 
situado en la antigua cuenca del río 
Turia que ha sido desviado y en su 
lugar se ha construido un parque 
de dimensiones kilométricas. Hay 
líneas de autobuses que llegan con 
mucha frecuencia a esta atracción. 
Se debe pagar una entrada que 
cuesta 40 euros para adultos y con 
descuento, 30 euros. 

La Ciudad de las Artes y las Cien-
cias consta de varios edificios, el 
primero de ellos es el oceanográfico 
con 45.000 animales de 500 especies 
diferentes. Hay delfines, focas, le-
ones marinos, tiburones, etc. 

El Hemisferio es otro de los ed-
ificios. Se trata de una enorme sala 
de cine en 3D. Las proyecciones son 
en su mayoría documentales de 45 
minutos de duración. Las gafas 3D 

que le dan con la entrada le permit-
en también cambiar el idioma de la 
proyección. El Museo de las Cien-
cias es otro edificio del complejo 
que ofrece exposiciones interactivas 
sobre ciencia y tecnología cuyo lema 
es “Prohibido no tocar.”

El Palacio de las Artes es un gran 
teatro donde se hacen espectáculos 
de danza, ópera, música o zarzue-
la. Y el más espectacular según mi 
opinión es el Umbracle que es un 
jardín enorme, donde crecen más 
de 15.000 árboles y plantas difer-
entes adornados con esculturas de 
artistas contemporáneos. Por la 
noche hay un espectacular bar con 
terraza y juegos de luces donde 
puedes tomarte una cerveza y dis-
frutar del microclima.

Otro de los lugares que merece la 
pena visitar es el Mercado Central 
que es el mayor mercado de produc-
tos frescos de Europa. Tiene unos 
300 puestos con verduras, frutas, 
pescados, quesos, mariscos, etc. Allí 
está también el Bar Central a cargo 
de un cocinero con estrella Michelín.

Otro de los lugares a visitar es el 
barrio del Carmen, allí podrá ver las 
torres de Quart. Cada calle tiene su 
encanto y las placitas tienen terrazas 
donde encontrar un poco de sombra 
mientras toma un agua de valencia.

Mi otro destino ha sido Altea, 
que se encuentra en la provincia de 
Alicante, a 1 hora y veinte minu-
tos de Valencia por la autopista del 
Mediterraneo. Se puede acceder 
por tren y autobús. 

Altea fue fundada por los griegos 
y tuvo un importante papel en el Al- 
Andalus. Tiene una población regu-
lar de unos 20.000 habitantes que se 
incrementa por tres en julio y agosto. 
Hace unos años era solamente un 
pueblito de pescadores con casitas 
blancas con puertas azules, casi to-
das con una terraza que les permitía 
ver la llegada de los barcos colgadas 
de la montaña. Está rodeada de cam-
pos de naranjos y limoneros. 

Hay un paseo marítimo que 
va paralelo al mar, lleno de bares, 
restaurantes y tiendas de artesanía. 
El centro urbano es empinado, con 
grandes cuestas o escaleras, que dis-
curren entre casitas de dos pisos. La 
cima de la montaña está coronada 
por la iglesia y el castillo. La iglesia 
tiene el tejado de tejas azules como 
la mayoría de edificios de la zona, y 
es el símbolo de la arquitectura local.

La playa es de piedras pequeñas, 
no de arena, y por ello no es tan 
frecuentada como otras playas de 
otros lugares cercanos que son de 
arena. Tiene también un puerto 
deportivo con alquiler de barcos, 
donde hacen también rutas por el 
mar, por ejemplo al peñón de Ifach. 

Si lo que busca son excursiones a 
pie, puede subir al faro que está en la 
llamada Punta del Caballo. La subida 
es pronunciada, son casi 4 millas de 
ascenso, pero las vistas son iniguala-
bles, a un lado el pueblo de Altea y al 
otro lado la costa de Benidorm.
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looking forward...

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
CitySpace, Easthampton: 
Mal Devisa. $. 8 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Gary & Graham Higgins, 
Plastic Crimewave Syndi-
cate, Allysen Callery, Frozen 
Corn. $. 8 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Iron Horse, Northampton: 
Soft Machine. $. 7 p.m.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Williamsburg Grange Hall: 
Etran de L'Aïr. $. 7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Big E, West Springfield: Pepa 
of Salt-n-Pepa. $. 8 p.m.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Deerhoof, Ekko Astral. $.  
8 p.m.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Nova Arts, Keene: Steve 
Gunn, Blue Cactus. $. 7 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
Dream Away Lodge, Becket: 
Thalia Zedek, Damon & Nao-
mi. $. 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
Palladium, Worcester: Sep-
ultura, Obituary, Agnostic 
Front, Claustrophobia, Har-
vest. $. 6 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31
Stone Church, Brattleboro: 
Guerilla Toss, Rough Fran-
cis, Aspero Siacos. $. 8 p.m.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTARTS & ENTERTAINMENTARTS & ENTERTAINMENTARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Submit your comics (and puzzles) to editor@montaguereporter.org. 
Original & local creations only, please!

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM !!!
OLTL  GL  ITL,  STIFFLY  VZ  SOL  IBNLT   
UH  SOL  BUBLZS.  SOLTL  VC  ZU  GOD.   

-  ARTS  PUZZLERS
CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

ROB MACHADO ILLUSTRATION

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
Unnameable Books, Turners 
Falls: Matthew Ryals/Stephan 
Haluska, Jen Gelineau, Ju-
lie Bodian, Vic Rawlings/Arkm 
Foam. $. 6 p.m.
Energy Park, Greenfield: Jim 
Eagan, Jennie McAvoy, TBD. 
Free. 6 p.m.
Peskeompskut Park, Turners 
Falls: Wes Brown & Friends. 
Free. 6:30 p.m.
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Dana Lyn & Kyle 
Sanna, Seamus Egan. $. 7 p.m. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 23
Shutesbury Athletic Club, 
Shutesbury: Wildcat O’Halloran. 
No cover. 7 p.m.
Academy of Music, Northamp-
ton: Back Porch Songwriters 
present Songs of Paul Simon. 
$. 7 p.m.
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Grace, Jeff Buckley tribute. $. 8 
p.m.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
Arcadia, Easthampton: Sarah 
Jarosz, Felice Brothers, Mipso, 
Amythyst Kiah, Heather Malo-
ney, Alisa Amador, Mamma’s 
Marmalade, Little Roots, The 
Moon Shells, more. $. 10:30 a.m.
Greenfield Public Library: Tim 
Van Egmond. Free. 12:30 p.m.
Lake Pleasant: 150th Anniver-
sary Block Party feat. Big Des-
tiny, Force & Friends, Signature 
Dish, more. Free. 1 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-

ers Falls: Tracy and Company. 
No cover. 7 p.m.
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Davy Knowles. $. 8 p.m.
Dream Away Lodge, Becket: 
Home Body. $. 8 p.m.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
Dream Away Lodge, Becket: 
Frank Hurricane. $. 8 p.m.
MONDAY, AUGUST 26
Tree House Brewing, Deerfield: 
Dark Star Orchestra. $. 7 p.m.
Buoyant Heart, Brattleboro: Dis-
tend, Namasitogwizo, Holy Tak-
er. $. 7 p.m.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
Tree House Brewing, Deerfield: 
Dark Star Orchestra. $. 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Ragged Blue with Jim Armenti. 
$. 8 p.m.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
Magpie Farm & Art, Shelburne 
Falls: Wild Bill and the Flying 
Sparks, Tandem Jump. Benefit 
for Memorial Hall capital cam-
paign. $. 7 p.m.
Tree House Brewing, Deerfield: 
Waxahatchee, Tim Heidecker, 
Snail Mail. $. 8 p.m. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 30
Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club, 
Montague: Jasta, Deceased, 
Belushi Speed Ball, Anthro-
pophagous, more. $. 3 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Smif-N-Wessun, STL GLD, Tem 
Blessed, more. Free. 5:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Cinemastorm double feature: 
Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure 
(1989), Time Bandits (1981). 
Free. 7:30 p.m.
Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Tetchy, Ex-Temper, Aaron 
Noble & The Clones. $. 8 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Eric and the Wildfire. No cover. 
9:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 31
Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club, 
Montague: Prong, Bongzil-
la, Castle Rat, Leather Lung, 
more. $. 12 p.m.
LAVA Center, Greenfield: Farley 
String Band. Free. 12 p.m.
Northampton Center for the 
Arts: Spectre Folk, Ron Schnei-
derman, Bev Ketch & Dark 
Master, Dan Gay, J. Burkett, 
Jeff Unfortunately. $. 3 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-
ers Falls: Small Town Radio. 
No cover. 7 p.m.
Stone Church, Brattleboro: The 
Gaslight Tinkers. $. 7 p.m.
1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: John Gorka. $. 7:30 p.m.
Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Padded Waltz, Intac, Deep 
Seize. $. 8 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Teen Driver. No cover. 9:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club, 
Montague: Misery Index, Gob-
let, Nixil, more. $. 12 p.m.
Dream Away Lodge, Becket: 

Dead Gowns. $. 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Tree House Brewing Company, 
Deerfield: The Beths. $. 7 p.m.
No Fun, Troy NY: Sweeping 
Promises, Sky Furrows, STro-
ma, Itch. $. 7 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Cut 
Chemist. $. 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Johnny Folsom 4, Johnny Cash 
tribute. $. 7:30 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-
ers Falls: Next Stop Comedy. $. 
7:30 p.m.
CitySpace, Easthampton: Film 
and Gender. $. 7:30 p.m.
Institute for Musical Arts,  
Goshen: Bitch, Melissa Ferrick. 
$. 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Millside Park, Easthampton: 
Dar Williams, Haley Heynder-
ickx, Paula Cole, Jill Sobule, 
more. $. 12 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turners 
Falls: Rock 201. No cover. 7 p.m.
Iron Horse, Northampton: Bob 
Mould, J. Robbins. $$. 7 p.m.
1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: Samirah Evans Project, 
Anand Nayak. $. 7:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: Steven Schoenberg. $.  
4 p.m.
Iron Horse, Northampton: 
Frente Cumbiero. $. 7 p.m.

JAN ATAMIAN ILLUSTRATION
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Interview by J. BURKETT

TURNERS FALLS – If you 
have lived in the valley for the past 
10 to 20 years, and have been to un-
derground music shows or played in 
bands, chances are you have bumped 
into the valley’s own Neil Young – 
a.k.a. Bromp Treb! 

Along with playing in Fat Worm 
Of Error, his Bromp Treb solo 
shows, and in the improvisation-
al quintet Gloyd, Neil was behind 
many events including the Peske-
ompskut Noisecapades and a great 
series called the Montague Phan-
tom Brain Exchange. (He was par-
ticularly involved in shows around 
Hampshire College and then in the 
Turners area, back when it was very 
different, three to 15 years ago. It 
was slower, yet wilder, then, and an-
other amazing presence also buzzed 
around Avenue A: the prince, Danny 
Cruz, who is missed every day!)

Somehow Neil has never been 
interviewed in the paper in all these 
years, so it seemed like a good time 
to catch up a bit and yak about the 
olde days a bit too. Thanks to Neil 
for all he does. 

By the way, we are still open to 
ideas for interviews and reviews, 
so get in touch… 

MMM: What are the origins of 
Bromp Treb? Where’s the name from? 

BT: Bromp Treb first emerged 
in the late ’90s in a tiny Northamp-
ton bedroom painted bright yellow. 
I was recording for the sake of re-
cording whatever junk I had around, 
making interesting textures and pro-
ducing beats with Casio keyboard 
drum machines and live percussion. 
At the time I was writing and re-
cording dopey little pop songs, do-
ing the singer/guitar player thing as 
well as starting to see a lot of im-
provised music, noise/sound art and 
free jazz happening in little pockets 
around the valley at that time. 

I always improvised my way into 
making riffs and eventually songs, 
so I clumsily worked my way into 
improvising as an end in itself. Re-
cording for the sake of recording and 
improvising for the sake of improvis-
ing easily morphed into a system of 
trying stuff from a point of pure ex-
pression, and then being stuck with 
the result because it was recorded. 

My friend, the brilliant and hy-
peractive musician Steve Koziol 
(also a Pittsfield-born Berserkshire 
brother) and I were both goofing off 
in our own ways with microcassette 
recorders, answering machines, and 
any cheap or low-fidelity recording 
devices that we could find. One time 
hanging out at his apartment in Turn-
ers Falls, on Second or First Street, 
we were animatedly riffing about 
what we were calling “treble mu-
sic,” the hissy and shrill squawk of 
recordings made on microcassette. 

What does a treble-based genre 
of music sound like? I recall he 
said something like “pulp treb,” 
referring to the gloopy sounds of 
churning paper pulp in the nearby 
factory and the scratchy dry crum-
pling of paper – maybe it would be 
recorded with all of the noisy tape 
machines and played back at the 
wrong speeds, or fast-forwarded in 
screechy squiggles. We imagined 
a ridiculous opposite world to the 
cool world of bass music with its 
baggy fashions, clean and impecca-
bly fast sports cars. We imagined a 
very uncool “Treb” scene, featuring 
uptight costumes and nerds driving 
dilapidated cars very slowly and 
blasting shrieking white noise. 

In any case, that Treb name stuck 
in my brain for a bit until I started to 
discover the joys of the Bromp via 
subwoofers and bass feedback tones. 
The two words eventually collided in 
one onomatopoeic whole as “Bromp 
Treb” when I needed a band name 
for my first little tour in 2001 – or 
2002? Or was it two tours? Anyway, 
I went down to visit my old high-
school bandmates – from the band 
Lampstand – Davey G. Cookson and 
Doug Miller (The Beat Machine) 
to play a house-show party in their 
apartment in Baltimore. 

At that time I think I was still 
playing under a name like K-Lean-X 
or something like that – I had lots of 
variations, all bad – and my gear was 
CDR loops, mixer feedback, and 
piles of broken circuit bent toy in-
struments. It was a lot of screaming 
and flopping around over looping 
beats and noise. I don’t recall any-
body liking it, but I wanted so badly 
to be picking up what the Japanese 
noise-rock experimenters The Bore-
doms were putting down. 

Eventually I drew in other occa-

sional collaborators, like Liza Nicol, 
Joshua Vrysen, and even Jess God-
dard and Dan “Diagram A” Green-
wood, for odd iterations of the proj-
ect. Once I found open-reel tape ma-
chines and settled into some routine 
studio experimentation and more 
solo performances I really settled 
into calling my project Bromp Treb. 

MMM: Did Fat Worm Of Error 
influence it at all, and did you ever 
do a solo set on a bill with them? 

BT: Around 2002 Jess Goddard 
and I started to share a studio in the 
southern outskirts of Northampton. 
I wanted a place to set up and play 
with all of the music and video junk 
I was collecting from flea markets, 
tag sales, and dumps, and she want-
ed a place to paint. It was walking 
distance from our apartments, so we 
were going over there all the time, 
and I was pretty pumped to start a 
new band. Her partner Chris Cooper 
and I spent a lot of time listening to 
records and jamming and dreaming 
up the right people to play with when 
he started playing with Tim Sheldon. 

I think Donny Shaw was going to 
a lot of the Flywheel Arts shows Coo-
per and Goddard and Matt Weston 
were organizing, and eventually we 
sucked him into playing with us. 
For a while, we almost tried out this 
wacky guy from Worcester named 
Jacob Berendes – “he likes monsters 
and stuff!” – to be a vocalist, when 
somehow Goddard stepped up and 
joined us to become our singer. 

I’d actually really like to know 
how a lot of this happened myself, 
as it all just feels like some weird 
fog descended upon us and we were 
suddenly a cohesive five-piece band. 
Goddard found the phrase “like a fat 
worm of error in repose” in a Frie-
drich Nietzsche text eviscerating 
Kant’s argument for an objective 
concept of beauty, and so we took on 
the name Fat Worm of Error. 

I don’t think there’s any instances 
of Bromp Treb and Fat Worm play-
ing the same gig, though there have 
been times, like in Antwerp on a day 
off from the band touring, when a 
few of us played solo sets in some 
other event. Everyone in that band 
had solo and other projects. 

MMM: Do you view the project 
differently now than earlier on? Has 
living on the West Coast affected it? 

BT: Bromp Treb as a project is 
definitely an ever-evolving thing. 
My discography is fairly long – full 
of many, many self-released cas-
settes, CDRs, 7” records, and digital 
releases – but I have only done two 
proper LPs, and they seem fairly 
different from each other. 

It has only been two years since 
we moved to California, so it is hard 
for me to tell what is different about 
my playing.

MMM: Is your label still going?
BT: Yeay! Tapes, or as I more 

broadly call it now Yeay! Plastics, 
is just a catch-all name for all of my 
physical object outputs. The label is 
basically a project that I do when I 

want to put something out into the 
world and I can’t convince any oth-
er label to release it for me through 
their channels. 

The whole process of making re-
cords and films is so futile, but I am 
compelled to do it. I really wanna 
make a book, likely photos and film 
stills, maybe a bit of writing. But 
for now I’ve switched the recording 
label to a broader, maybe dumber, 
name: Carbus Tapes, a subsidiary 
of the Yeay! Plastics empire. Car-
bus Tapes is the label Donny and 
I started to put out our first tape as 
Carbus, our electroacoustic noise 
duo. I’ve gone on to put out a solo 
digital release and a couple of Gloyd 
recordings using this label. We have 
a very long Carbus tape that we will 
hopefully finish soon. 

MMM: Are you still playing 
shows overseas? How is that differ-
ent than shows in the States? 

BT: I had an amazing time in 
Europe in 2023. It was built around 
two things: first, that I was not yet 
tied down to a “regular” day job, 
and second, that years ago I had ac-
cepted an offer to do a one-month 
residency in southern Switzerland. 
My collaborators and I would get a 
place to stay and a stipend for the 
month if we could get to the remote 
Alpine village on our own dime and 
play a concert for the town. The 
date offered was four years in ad-
vance, and at that time I had no idea 
where I would be, or if I could take 
the necessary time off. 

Boy, was I glad about that deci-
sion! By the time it became apparent 
that Fafnir was going to take the new 
teaching job in Long Beach, I real-
ized that a couple months after mov-
ing I would need to be in Switzer-
land. So, right after all of the chaos 
of selling our house, moving across 
the country, and trying to settle into 
a whole new life, environment, and 
lifestyle, I pushed my energies into 
preparing for and booking a tour in 
Europe, with enough shows hope-
fully paying me enough to afford my 
travel and survival. 

I left about a month ahead of the 
residency and played a very psycho 
20 performances over nine countries 
in a 22-day-long solo Bromp Treb 
tour. I reconnected with many old 
friends around Europe, and made 
many new ones playing in cities and 
countries I’d never been to. 

How is it different? Well, I was 
away for almost three months, and 
not once did I drive a car! I was on 
choochoos, planes, boats, and bicy-
cles and did so much walking. Sev-
eral amazing espressos a day – the 
kind with the tiny cup and saucer and 
mandatory side glass of fizzy water, 
all of it meant to be drunk quickly, 
standing up and without talking. It 
was great. I was all over Italy, and 
by the time the whole trip was over 
I was dying for a taco and a tamale 
and some actually spicy food. 

MMM: Do you ever talk about 
doing FWOE reunion shows?

BT: Technically we never broke 

up, and we’ve tried unsuccessfully 
to complete some projects before 
we went on hiatus when Chris and 
Jess moved to CA in the fall of 2013. 
FWOE has a fairly active group chat 
rolling, but it’s mostly just dumb 
jokes and chatter. 

Donny and I have remained fair-
ly active in collaboration, especially 
in Carbus, but also a little bit with 
Gloyd. I’ve seen Cooper and God-
dard only a small handful of times 
since moving to the same coast, and 
there was some odd promise that we 
made years ago about playing a cer-
tain couple’s wedding, but they ha-
ven’t mentioned it to us in a while. 
Tim is holding strong with a couple 
kiddos and partner in Ithaca. 

It would be quite a hump fiscally, 
but I bet we could throw some spa-
ghetti on the saddle if the sauce was 
rich enough. 

MMM: Any news about Gloyd? 
BT: Gloyd is also in hiatus 

mode. There are two digital re-
leases on Bandcamp, but we never 
made anything physical. 

MMM: Have you ever been inter-
viewed in the Montague Reporter?

BT: That’s a good question! I 
know that my partner Fafnir and 
I co-wrote a review of a gardening 
class for the MR, and there have been 
announcements and reviews of Fat 
Worm and Bromp Treb performanc-
es as well as reports about Montague 
Phantom Brain Exchange and the 
Peskeompskut Noisecapades events 
over the years, but an interview? I 
don’t think so. I could be wrong! 

MMM: What do you miss about 
Montague the most? (We all miss 
you!) Is it different when you visit? 

BT: I miss our garden. I miss the 
river, and running into all of my 
favorite goofball neighbors and in-
teresting characters that live in the 
villages. I very much miss the Mon-
tague loop I was riding on my bike 
almost every other day... it was al-
most 14.5 miles and went through 
every village, with a pretty nice 
variety of elevations, surfaces, and 
habitats. I miss getting the Reporter 
every week – the physical record of 
our times. I miss the seasonal ex-
tremes, and the ways the plants and 
animals respond to them. 

I’ve been back like three times 
since moving away two years ago, 
and while some superficial things 
change here and there, the vibe is 
basically unchanged. 

MMM: Any other jokes, stories, 
or western Mass-related notes?

BT: Oof! I’m drawing a blank 
on jokes. I’m zoning out in silence 
when I’m supposed to play. Too of-
ten I like to milk the bomb house 
crickets with a little comedy-with-
out-jokes routine. It’s a tough move, 
in improvisation, to hang out there 
like a wet rag in a desert breeze. 

I would like to return and play a 
proper public show in western Mass 
this fall. If anyone has any ideas, 
please get in touch! 

MONTV / MUSIK / MOUNTAIN
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