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Neighbors Praise Habitat,
But Decry Loss ot Parking

MIKE JACKSON PHOTO

Above: Eight cars and a dumpster, parked on town land off a downtown alley.
Last year, when town meeting voted to rezone the First Street municipal lot to

encourage housing and town hall issued an REP to develop it, there was no discussion

of the nearby residents who have come accustomed to this usage over several decades.

By JEFF SINGLETON

TURNERS FALLS - “I'm
all for it,” Second Street resident
Charles Emery said at the meet-
ing last Saturday when Habitat
For Humanity Pioneer Valley un-
veiled its proposal for six afford-
able homes on First Street, across
from town hall in Turners Falls. “I
just want parking, and don’t think
it’s fair to kick us in the teeth so
they can have it.”

Kathy Emery said the couple
would need to tear up their back-
yard to provide more parking. She
complained that the project’s de-
sign had been developed without
sufficient neighborhood input,

and called the proposal a “slap in
the face.”

Another Second Street critic of
the proposal, giving public input,
said he had been parking in the First
Street alley for over 50 years. “It’s
not fair, and | do not agree with the
way it is being handled,” he said.

Emma Golden, who currently
lives in the Patch neighborhood of
Turners, said she was “proud” to
live in a town that was developing
affordable housing but that there
was a “disconnect” with residents
of the neighborhood where the
proposed project is located.

The barrage of negative com-
ments came as Habitat executive

see PARKING page A5

Last Math Teacher Departs
On Eve of New Contract

By JULIAWALKOWICZ
with MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS - “I’d de-
scribe the situation at hand as dif-
ficult, and even frustrating,” Turn-
ers Falls High School junior Zane
Niedzielski told the Montague Re-
porter this week. “I’ve personally
struggled with the math depart-
ment’s loss of teachers, as | can’t
ask questions or get answers.”

Teacher turnover has been a top-
ic of concern at the high school, and
has been cited by the district union,
the Gill Montague Education As-
sociation (GMEA), as a factor as it
negotiates for staff raises. While a
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new contract for teachers is report-
edly close to approval, the issue
continues; three of the 23 teachers
at the high school have resigned or
put in notice since the beginning of
the current school year.

Sophomore Jackson Cogswell,
whose Honors Algebra 2 teacher
announced recently that she is leav-
ing, discussed the ways the teacher
shortage have affected him.

“We had another math teach-
er leave in September,” Cogswell
said. “Our Science teacher has also
informed us that she will be leav-
ing as well.... Unless the adminis-
tration hires a math teacher before

see MATH page A6

Both Turners Falls High School math teachers tendered resignations this fall.
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Owner of Two

North Quabbin
Hospitals Files
For Bankruptcy

By SARAH ROBERTSON

GARDNER - The owner of
Athol Memorial Hospital, Heywood
Hospital in Gardner, and several oth-
er medical practices serving central
Massachusetts filed for bankruptcy
on Monday. No closures have been
announced as the non-profit Hey-
wood Healthcare network works
to establish a plan to meet its debt
obligations and preserve healthcare
services in the region.

“Though our health system has
stood the test of time, we are not
impervious to financial challenges,”
Heywood Healthcare co-CEO Tom
Sullivan said in a written statement
on Monday. “Heywood Hospital
has stood independently for 116
years, while navigating national
and local challenges, which include
Heywood being one of the lowest
commercially reimbursed hospitals
in [the] Commonwealth.”

Other reasons the network
shared for its bankruptcy filing
include aging infrastructure, eco-
nomic constraints associated with
the pandemic, a cumbersome tran-
sition to a new online medical re-
cord system, and the stalled con-
struction of a new surgical wing at
the Gardner hospital.

In a joint statement issued the
same day, state representatives Su-
sannah Whipps and Jon Zlotnik,
senator Jo Comerford, Gardner
mayor Michael Nicholson, and
Athol town manager Shaun Suhos-
ki assured their constituents that
the hospital system will remain
open during the “reorganization.”

“We are committed to working

see HOSPITALS page A4

ERVING SELECTBOARD

Electeds Chart
Informational

Strategy Ahead
Of Override

By KEITH WATERS

The town of Erving has a number
of big events coming up this month.
The first is a public information
session, planned for next Wednes-
day, October 11, about the proposed
budget override, also referred to
as a Proposition 2% override. The
second is a special town meeting
(STM) on October 18, and the third
is the vote on the budget override on
Monday, October 23.

On Monday the selectboard held
a joint meeting with the finance
and capital planning committees
to work on some of the last details
they need to get in order for these
upcoming events. This included
approving the final warrant for the
STM as well as discussing how the

see ERVING page A8
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Avenue A Will Shut Down
For Downtown Fest After All

BY JEFF SINGLETON

TURNERS FALLS - “Consid-
er Avenue A Street Closure Options
And Amendment to Falls Fest Use
of Public Space Permit For 2023
Falls Fest.”

This item appeared in red late
last week on an “amended” agen-
da posted for the October 2 Mon-
tague selectboard meeting. It may
have come as a surprise to those
who follow local news. During
previous meetings, organizers of
the October 21 event — the succes-
sor to the Great Falls Festival, and
the Franklin County Pumpkinfest

before it — had emphasized that the
re-envisioned festival would dis-
tinguish itself from those events by
focusing on local businesses, and
by leaving Avenue A open.

At Monday’s meeting local mu-
sician, audio technician, and event
organizer Klon Koehler presented
the board with a map that showed
Avenue A barricaded from Third to
Seventh streets, with traffic direct-
ed to flow down Third Street to a
variety of public and private park-
ing lots. The map also showed that
parking spaces between Third and
Second Street would be eliminated

see MONTAGUE page A7

MONTAGUE PLANNING DEPT. IMAGE

A map prepared by the Montague planning department showed the new traffic and
parking plan worked ont by festival organizers and the police and fire departments.

High School Sports Week:
Strong Squads Gain Speed

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS - We’re far
enough through the fall sports sea-
son that it’s time to start thinking
about the playoffs.

Two teams in town stand out.
Turners Falls High School’s vol-
leyball team enjoys an undefeated
Northern Conference record, with
another eight games to go in the
regular season. And the Franklin
County Tech field hockey team is

undefeated overall, having out-
scored their opponents by 50 goals
and counting.

Both teams extended their win
streaks this week, and can be ex-
pected to make it into the postsea-
son. The Turners golf team and the
co-op girls’ soccer team are also
dominating their conference rank-
ings, and we’ll check in with those
sports in the coming weeks.

Also this week, the Tech football

see SPORTS page A6
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Turners Falls’ Madi Lizmatainen made an impressive 16 ills against
the Ludlow Lions last Friday as the Thunder earned a home win in four sets.
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Non-Player Characters

“If in the first act you have hung
a pistol on the wall,” Russian play-
wright Anton Chekov used to tell
his followers, “then in the follow-
ing one it should be fired.”

Whether events in the human
universe are forewritten is a top-
ic too large to tackle in this small
gray box, but they can certainly feel
remarkably random and arbitrary.
Modern life shows us an endless
chain of these pistols, hung and not
yet fired, so many that stopping to
count them can be a recipe for para-
lyzing anxiety.

At the beginning of the year the
country was treated to a remarka-
ble and entertaining show in Con-
gress, as a small cadre of far-right
operators experimented with the
institutional rules of the House of
Representatives in order to flex
their collective bicep and bare their
collective bicuspid in the direction
of their own party’s grey-suited
leadership.

It took 15 ballots, in that wild
January week, to place Kevin Mc-
Carthy (R-California)’s rear end
into the Speaker seat it had wait-
ed all its life to fill, and along the
way the Joker (2019 film) caucus
managed to gouge out a set of de-
sired concessions — including cer-
tain procedural tweaks that have
hung on the wall, fully loaded, for
the past nine months.

Traditional political science only
goes so far when it comes to Matt
Gaetz (R-Florida) and his allies —
more to the point, it would not pre-
dict he will get very far. The Amer-

Letter
the

ican system simply does not offer
much leeway to the party-with-
in-a-party strategy. It’s much easier
to disrupt the Congressional ma-
chinery than to gain its powers and
operate it, and the disconnect leaves
many paid commenters spinning in
disapproving little circles.

All of these developments can
only really be understood in light
of a fairly new factor: direct, im-
mediate, online fundraising. To
at least hundreds of thousands of
Americans, Gaetz is a tiny man
who lives in their phone, setting up
scenarios and exacting vengeance
on the very people they most hate.

“Thank you for the flowers,” the
new refrain on TikTok goes. Users
of the platform can reward live-
streamers with a range of animated
treats, which correspond ultimate-
ly to monetary earnings; the latest
trend is for streamers to pretend to
be “non-player characters” found in
video games, interacting with these
rewards in mindlessly grateful rep-
etition. Most often the streamers
are working in the confines of their
own homes, but more and more are
venturing out in public, the awk-
ward exposure of their behavior
only garnering them greater audi-
ence and reward.

It’s a very dark spectacle, but it’s
also instructive. Operators, directly
connected to a diffuse system of
funders, are venturing out in public
and performing for their own audi-
ences. \We are at the very beginning
of the age of political fundraising
cults. It’s only going to get weirder.
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Sees Trump’s Hand

“A government shutdown is the
last chance to defund these polit-
ical prosecutions against me and
other patriots.” — Donald Trump

Though the government shut-
down was averted at the last min-
ute (literally), not only was it an
attempt to “burn it all down” by
the MAGA extremists, it was yet
another obstruction-of-justice
“Hail Mary pass” attempted by the
four-time-felony-indicted  former
President Donald J. Trump.

This travesty must stop. The

country has been damaged enough
by Trump’s nefarious ways and
his pact with the extremist MAGA
members of Congress.

If the end game is to eventually
shut down and knee-cap our Con-
stitutional democracy by attempt-
ing to destroy its governmental
structures, the bad guys seem to be
gaining ground.

Genevieve Harris-Fraser
Orange
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Jeff Dubay stands next to a bronge mermaid at his Freight House Antiques business on Route 2 in Erving.
Dubay, who bought the building in 1993, has an encyclopedic fnowledge of Erving landmarks and history
due to bis curiosity, willingness to be involved, and having lived in town since he was three years old.
The secret to maintaining his long, silky white beard — only shaved off in 1970 and 1982 — is cream rinse, be says.
\_ J

Time for a Cease Fire, and Negotiations

By MARTIN HALPERN

MONTAGUE - Between September 30 and Octo-
ber 8, peace activists from over 30 countries are coming
together to support “an immediate ceasefire and peace
negotiations” to end the Ukraine war. In joining these ad-
vocates, | continue on a path | began over 60 years ago.

In October 1962, as the Cuban missile crisis was about
to unfold, I wrote an op ed for my high school newspaper
calling for compromise in negotiations between the Unit-
ed States and the Soviet Union to achieve a ban on the
testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. As it hap-
pened, my essay appeared only after the public — includ-
ing my fellow students and | — became aware that nuclear
war between our two countries might be imminent.

Despite the danger, | was alone in my views when
members of the Arista honor society chatted about the
crisis in an after-school meeting. The dominant an-
ti-Soviet cold war narrative made advocacy of com-
promise and negotiations, even in the face of a nuclear
Armageddon, unthinkable to most. Thankfully, Presi-
dent John Kennedy and Soviet Prime Minister Nikita
Khrushchev reached a negotiated compromise of their
disagreement and averted nuclear war.

Most residents of the US, and of nations allied
with the US in Europe and elsewhere, are once again
trapped in a cold war narrative about the Ukraine war;
negotiations are, once again, unthinkable.

As during the first cold war, the mainstream media
and one’s neighbors, friends, and family members all
seem to be on the same page. Although we in the United
States tend to think of ourselves as independent, even
individualistic people, most of us tend to conform to
societal expectations. Media workers follow the lead of
the government, and the rest of us are not so different
from those in Japan who believe the proverb that “the
nail that sticks out gets hammered down.”

How can | convince you to join in advocating a
ceasefire and negotiations to end the Ukraine war?

In 1963 | was among the few calling for an end to
US intervention in Vietnam; eventually the majority
saw this was the sane course.

In 1982, in response to President Reagan’s opposi-
tion to negotiations with the Soviet Union over nuclear
weapons, | was in New York with over a million others
to call for a nuclear freeze. President Reagan soon re-
versed course and joined the Soviet Union in removing
intermediate nuclear missiles from Europe.

In February 2003, | was among ten million people
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throughout the world joining demonstrations to op-
pose the impending US invasion of Iraq. A month later
I spoke before the city council in my small Arkansas
town and asked it to join in calling for negotiations rath-
er than war against Irag. The war was not prevented, but
by 2006 most Americans agreed the war was wrong.

Just because events have proved peace advocates
right again and again over the last 60 years doesn’t
mean we are right today. But consider these points:

 Escalation of the Ukraine war makes the risk of
nuclear war more likely. The Bulletin of Atomic Scien-
tists reports that “The Doomsday Clock now stands at
90 seconds to midnight — the closest to global catastro-
phe it has ever been.”

* As the International Summit for Peace in Ukraine
notes: “Hundreds of thousands have been killed and
wounded and millions have been displaced and trauma-
tized. Cities and villages across Ukraine and the natural
environment have been shattered.”

» The war has had a serious negative economic im-
pact on many countries, and particularly on poor people.

e The billions spent by the US on the war makes
addressing social and economic problems at home
more difficult.

 Leaders of countries not allied with the US, par-
ticularly those in Asia, Latin America, and Africa, have
spoken out for a negotiated end to the conflict.

« Although little reported in the US media, the Unit-
ed Nations declared that the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons entered into force on January 22,
2021. Thus far 93 nations have signed the treaty. There
is an urgent need for the nuclear states to join this treaty
and to rid the world of nuclear weapons. The continuing
conflict in Ukraine distracts from that goal.

e The war empowers the fossil fuel and armaments
industries, and diverts the world from the need to take
immediate action to end the impending catastrophic ef-
fects of global warming.

Please look critically at the circumstances we face to-
day and join us in taking action to produce a ceasefire
and negotiation to end the war in Ukraine.

Martin Halpern is a resident of Montague, a
member of Massachusetts Peace Action, and a
Professor Emeritus of History at Henderson State
University. He is the author of UAW Politics in the
Cold War Era and Unions, Radicals and Democratic
Presidents: Seeking Social Change in the Twentieth
Century. He can be reached at halpern@hsu.edu.
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Julie Shively presents on “The
Evolution of the Leverett Co-op”
today, Thursday, October 5, at the
Moores Corner Schoolhouse, 230
North Leverett Road in Leverett.
The presentation begins at 6:30 p.m.
after the annual Leverett Historical
Society meeting at 6 p.m. All are
welcome to both the meeting and the
presentation, and there is no charge.

Tom Goldscheider’s talk at the
Great Falls Discovery Center in
Turners Falls had to be rescheduled
from last Saturday until Sunday,
October 22. “At Sword’s Point:
A History of Trade Unions in the
Machine Tool Industry in Franklin
County” will start at 2 p.m. that
day in the Great Hall.

Carnegie Library will hold a used
book sale this Saturday, October 7.
There will be fiction, paperbacks,
kids’” books, DVDs, CDs, and audio-
books for sale from, 10a.m. to 1 p.m.

Carrie Ferguson will perform
original music for children and
their parents at the New Salem
Public library this Saturday, Octo-
ber 7 at 11 a.m. “Shifting between
piano, guitar and ukulele, Ferguson
creates interactive live shows that
are often jubilant sing-along dance
parties,” reads the description.

The New England Peace Pago-
da is holding a 38th anniversary cer-
emony this Sunday, October 8.

The event starts at 11 a.m. with a
Nipponzan Myohoji sacred ceremo-
ny, followed by interfaith prayers for
world peace. A memorial stone for
Slow Turtle, the Supreme Medicine
Man of the Wampanoag Nation, will
be unveiled at 12:30 p.m. to mark
the occasion of the 27th commemao-
ration of his passing. There will be
lunch for all. The Peace Pagoda is at
100 Cave Hill Road in Leverett.

This Sunday, October 8 at 1 p.m.
a presentation on Migratory Bird
Conservation in Panama wil be
given at the Discovery Center in

LARKIN+ROSSI ILLUSTRATION

Turners Falls. Learn about Green-
field non-profit Conservacion Pana-
ma and what it is doing to conserve
migratory birds from New England
in Panama, including promoting
science education, training rural
bird guides, purchasing land, and
working with an international com-
munity of conservationists.

The talk will be about 45 minutes
long with plenty of time for com-
ments, questions, and conversation.
There will also be lots of pictures, so
“bring your binoculars!”

Next Tuesday, October 10 at 1
p.m. the Gill-Montague senior center
will host a 45-minute Narcan train-
ing course. Attendees will learn to
recognize the signs and symptoms
of an opioid overdose, how to pro-
vide the appropriate emergency care
based on a person’s breathing and re-
sponsiveness, and how to give nalox-
one (Narcan) nasal spray to reverse
the effects of an opioid overdose.

The trainer is FRCOG commu-
nity health nurse Robin Neipp, and
this training is free and open to
the public, but attendance is limit-
ed. Please call the senior center at
(413) 863-9357 to sign up.

Parents and caregivers in Lev-
erett and Shutesbury are invited to
the Leverett Library for a series of
discussion groups on the book Par-
enting 4 Social Justice. Meetings
will be monthly on second Tues-
days, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Copies of the book are available
from Leverett Elementary School
and through the libraries, or can be
purchased at talkpoints.com. You
do not need a book before the first
meeting on October 10, but organiz-
ers want to know if you will attend;
email ashfieldtutor@gmail org.

There will be a free COVID
and Flu vaccine clinic next
Wednesday, October 11 from 3 to
6 p.m. at the Gill-Montague senior
center on Fifth Street in Turners
Falls. Registration at home.color.
com is required; if you do not use a
computer, call Roberta at the senior
center at (413) 863-4500.

The next free concert at the
Montague Center library will be
with singer-songwriter Jenny Bur-
tis at 6 p.m., rain or shine, next
Wednesday, October 11.

The Charlemont Forum will hold
a special fall event over Zoom next
Thursday, October 12 at 7 p.m. Jesse
Freidin will present his photo exhibit
Are You OK?, which documents the
experiences and stories of trans
and non-binary youth.

“Through images, audio inter-
views, and moving personal nar-
ratives Freidin starts a thoughtful
and emotional dialogue about trans
rights, who is most at risk, and how
communities can become more
welcoming and effective allies,”
reads the event description. There
will also be an overview of cur-
rent anti-trans legislation, and time
for questions and answers. Visit
charlemontforum.org for the link.

Enjoy bird watching with or-
nithologist Zeke Jakub at several
local sites next week: Mount Sug-
arloaf on October 12; the Canalside
Rail Trail on October 13, Migratory
Way on October 14, and Barton
Cove in Gill on October 15.

On these hour-long adventures,
participants will learn about mi-
gratory birds along the Connecticut
River, some of whom travel all the
way to Panama. Bring binoculars
and a bird field guide if you have
them, dress for the weather, and
wear sturdy shoes. Call (413) 863-
3221 to register.

A Hot Chocolate Social will be
held at the Millers Falls branch li-
brary from 3 to 4 p.m. next Thurs-
day, October 12. Meet your village
neighbors!

The next Honoring Our Local
Elders event at the Wendell Meet-
inghouse, at 7 p.m. next Thursday,
October 12, will honor resident
Dorthee  Thompson, officially
Wendell’s oldest citizen as of last
December.

According  to  organizers,
Thompson was among a group
of lesbian feminists who came to
Wendell over 30 years ago; she ini-
tially lived in a tent and trailer, but
later worked alongside other wom-
en on work crews learning to build
their own homes.

Dorthee has made many import-
ant contributions to the town and re-
gion, including her work helping to
found Access Ability Alternative and

the Women’s Needs Fund and the
Wendell Freebox clothing exchange,
and many other volunteer activities.

All are welcome to this free
event, with donations accepted to
support ongoing renovations and
programming at the Meetinghouse
on the town common.

The JCA Klezmer Band will
perform traditional Eastern Europe-
an Jewish folk music next Friday,
October 13 at 7 p.m. at the Great
Falls Coffeehouse in Turners Falls.
Refreshments are available; slid-
ing-scale donations at the door will
support educational programming
at the Great Falls Discovery Center.
Meet in the Great Hall at the Center.

The LAVA Center in Greenfield
has put out a call for submissions
for its fourth annual Community
Art Show. Artists may submit work
to be displayed this November and
December. The theme, “Reclama-
tion,” can be interpreted in a vari-
ety of ways — the use of reclaimed
materials, or reclaimed words or
emotions — but all work must be
able to hang on a wall.

To submit, email your full name,
the title, and a JPEG or PNG file of
the piece to art@thelavacenter.org.
The due date is next Friday, Oc-
tober 13. For more details or to see
the archive of past exhibits, visit
thelavacenter.org.

The seventh annual Migrations
Festival at the Discovery Center
starts off with an offering of tradi-
tionally prepared Central American
food on Saturday, October 14 from
1 to 5 p.m. Original art and crafts
from Indigenous Mayan villages
around Lake Atitlan in Guatema-
la will be on view and for sale. At
2:30 p.m. the MarKamusic will
perform “pan-Andean World Beat”
music, and there will be kids’ crafts
and a Day of the Dead Altar.

The United Church of Bernard-
ston’s Second Saturday Roast
Beef Supper is up and running
again, with the first supper of the
season taking place Saturday, Octo-
ber 14, with seatings at 5 and 6:15
p.m. “A delicious roast beef meal”
is advertised “complete with fresh
mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable,
rolls, and freshly baked pie for des-
sert for only $15.” Call (413) 648-
9306 to reserve a seat or for takeout.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

OFFICIAL PRONOUNCEMENT
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FRENCH KING BRIDGE
SAFETY BARRIER

completion reception
held by the Town of Erving

Thursday, October 12
at 11 a.m. at the
French King Restaurant

Please RSVP at
www.erving-ma.gov/FKB

T i

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PCTURES

Saturday, October 7 at 7:30 p.m.
SNOW WHITE (1916)

“Spellbinding” silent film, with a live original score
by harpist Leslie McMichael and violist Barbara
McMichael. Special event to open the season!

Music at 7 p.m.: Rob Adams, John Clark,
and Eveline McDougall play eclectic music

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

WE DIG
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e LLoam
e Gravel

e Sand
e Natural Stone

B

(413) 714-1285

Falls Fest Celebrates Turners’ Business and Arts Community

TURNERS FALLS - In the spirit of the
long-standing Great Falls Festival, Falls
Fest seeks to highlight Turners Falls’ rich
local business and arts community. Join the
fun Saturday, October 21 from 1 to 6 p.m.
on Avenue A and Third Street. Enjoy down-
town shops, restaurants, breweries, and en-
tertainment at five downtown venues includ-
ing Peskeompskut Park, Spinner Park, the
Rendezvous, the Shea Theater, and the Great
Falls Discovery Center.

Avenue A will be closed from Third to
Seventh Street for the event.

Falls Fest is free, made possible with the fi-
nancial support of the town of Montague, 253
Farmacy, and Greenfield Savings Bank.

The featured headliner, the James Mont-
gomery Band, will perform at the Peskeomp-
skut Park bandshell, Avenue A and Seventh
Street, at 4:45 p.m. An iconic figure in Blues

music for more than 40 years, Montgomery
has toured with Aerosmith, the J. Geils Band,
Bonnie Raitt, Bruce Springsteen, the Allman
Brothers, the Steve Miller Band, the Johnny
Winter Band, and many others.

Curly Fingers DuPree will start enter-
tainment at 1:15 p.m., followed by Valley
favorites Trailer Park. Enjoy libations from
Pioneer Valley Brewing Company, Berkshire
Brewing Company, Honest Weight, Element,
and Headwater Cider in the adjoining beer
garden from 1to 6 p.m.

Entertainment along Avenue A continues
at Spinner Park, at the corner of Fourth Street.
The pocket park will showcase a wide variety
of acoustic music by Tommy Filiault, Jen-
ny Burtis, Jim McRae, Adelaide Fay, Burrie
Jenkins, and duo Kevin McCarthy & Bruce
Richardson.

The Rendezvous at 78 Third Street will

showcase “its own damn self.” Order the drink
special at the original 1934 bar or take a seat
in the outdoor patio featuring a 2 p.m. perfor-
mance by the internationally renowned Wes
Brown Jazz Trio. At 6 p.m. Turners Falls’ own
Stella Kola will bring their dreamy folk stylings
to the Voo stage. The after party, surrounded
with underwater images by award-winning
photographer Lisa Beskin, starts at 9:30 p.m.

Feeling crafty? Stop by the Shea Theater
Arts Center Makers Market for a selection of
locally handcrafted items for sale, “fast fash-
ion” with Sydney Greenly-Kaois, and build-
your-own-jewelry with the Curious Thim-
ble. Musician and storyteller Ashley Kramer
will recount myths from the classical canon
at 5 p.m., followed by a BYO-instrument
improv session at 6 p.m. Karaoke with DJ
Kouch and dancing with SpookAround fill
out a full day of activities.

More of the outdoors type? Don’t miss
the opportunity to learn how to navigate with
a map and compass from 1 to 6 p.m. at the
Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A.
Drop in for a short tutorial or complete an
orienteering course with Zeke Jakub of Con-
servacion Panama. The Friends of the Mon-
tague Public Libraries will also have free
books for kids, and the students of Awesome
Art in Motion will perform a choreographed
dance piece from 2 to 3 p.m.

Falls Fest is made possible with funding
from the town of Montague, Greenfield Sav-
ings Bank, 253 Farmacy, and considerable
volunteer support from downtown business-
es, Montague Public Libraries, Klondike
Resources LLC, the Shea Theater, Nova Mo-
torcycles, DCR, and RiverCulture. For more
information, maps, and a full event schedule,
visit www.fallsfestturners.com.

PLAGE YOUR BUSINESS GARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) GALL 863866610
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PAPER
Week of October 9
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

OPEN three days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs — 11 to 6
(also by chance or appt.)

GREAT FALLS
FARMERS MARKET

Every Saturday

October 7

VENDORS:
Big Foot Food Forest
Stout Pigeon Coffee
PK Industries

9a.m.to 1 p.m.
Peskeompskut Park

Turners Falls

Pushback Over
Moody Cabins Expected

By CHIP AINSWORTH

NORTHFIELD - Call it what
you want — a glampground, a
campground, or a plain old hous-
ing development — but what may or
may not happen on Pierson Road
next month will be another chapter
in the ongoing saga involving the
D.L. Moody Center.

The people who live on the
quiet half-mile stretch that con-
nects Winchester Road and Route
63 near the state line have endured
the looming threat that dozens of
cabins and tent sites will be built
on the former NMH athletic fields
across from their homes.

When architect Christian Arnold
of Clockwork Architecture in Kan-
sas City presented “ldyllwood” to
the Northfield planning board five
years ago, the rendering showed a
handsome A-frame structure in the
shade of a manicured pine grove
with a walking path to a scenic
OVerview.

The problem as always with the
Moody Center’s plans is that they
are grandiose and unrealistic. The
accompanying photo shows what
Idyllwood looks like today and

surrounded by woods, dense un-
dergrowth, and dead timber into
something idyllic.

Here’s where the worm turns.
Now that the D.L. Moody Center
has its special permit, who says it
has to be idyllic? Late last month
planning board chair Steve Sere-
dynski said flatbed trucks will be-
gin hauling prefab cabins onto the
field in November.

Opponents are telling me off the
record that they plan to push back
on the project when building in-
spector Jim Hawkins shows up at
town hall this week.

Their argument will be that the
planning board signed off on a camp-
ground, not a manufactured housing
community. No one is holding out
much hope, however, because devel-
opers do what they want once they
get their special building permits.

“The water system, board of
health, and building issues are all
happening way too fast,” said one
longtime Pierson Road resident.
“They’ll do it first and ask for for-
giveness later.”

Chip Ainsworth writes sports
for the Recorder and news

SUBMITTED IMAGE

AINSWORIM PRICTO

the cost and effort it would take to
transform it from a desolate field

and opinion for the Reporter.

He lives in Northfield.

Above: This image of an A-frame was circulated by the Moody Center five years ago.
Below: The center plans to drop dozens of pre-fabricated cabins here nexct month.

HOSPITALS from page Al

with Heywood Healthcare leadership to assist
in whatever way we can to work towards the
best possible outcome,” the statement shared on
Monday read. “The critical healthcare services
it provides are essential to maintaining the qual-
ity of life in and around this city, North Central,
and North Quabbin areas.”

Kim Fuller,a Heywood Hospital nurse, Mass-
achusetts Nurses Association (MNA) member,
and co-chair of the union’s bargaining commit-
tee at the hospital told the Reporter that main-
taining the hospital’s full operation is a top pri-
ority for the union.

“MNA nurses at Heywood Hospital are ded-
icated to our patients and ensuring our commu-
nity retains a full-service hospital,” Fuller said.
“We are reviewing the decision by Heywood’s
executives to enter bankruptcy and will use
all means at our disposal to protect nurses and
healthcare access for our patients.”

Heywood Healthcare filed voluntarily for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy, a process which gives
firms the opportunity to propose plans to reor-
ganize, stay in business, and pay their debts, of-
ten with help from another entity. The hospital’s
creditors will be able to vote on whether to ap-
prove the reorganization plan, which must also
receive court approval.

“This path enables us to continue to provide
essential healthcare services to our community,
while restructuring historical financial obliga-
tions,” Sullivan said.

Dismantling Services

The filing comes amidst a tumultuous year for
the Heywood Healthcare network. In January,
discussions of a potential merger with the UMass
Memorial Health fell through, with officials cit-
ing “bad timing” and financial factors. In April,
Heywood Hospital announced it was discontinu-
ing its pulmonary outpatient services.

In early June longtime Heywood CEO Win
Brown was suddenly ousted and replaced by
two co-CEOs, Sullivan and Rozanna Penney. A
week later an emergency room nurse in Gardner
was stabbed in the neck by a patient, prompting
an overhaul of the hospital’s safety protocols.
Construction of the building’s new surgical
wing, a project championed by Brown while he
was CEO, was halted later that month due to
financial difficulties.

In July the hospital’s pediatric sub-unit was of-

ficially shut down after three years of inactivity.
Last month a longtime physical therapy contrac-
tor, Quartulli & Associates, ended its contract with
Heywood Healthcare, resulting in the unexpected
cancellation of some patients’ appointments.

Dawn Casavant, Heywood’s vice president
of external affairs and philanthropy, did not re-
turn a request for comment about this week’s
bankruptcy announcement. As of press time,
communications director Kelly Cacciolfi did
not answer follow-up questions by email and
telephone about the hospital’s Medicare and
Medicaid reimbursement rates, electronic filing
system, or stalled construction project, or what
Heywood means when it describes itself as a
“community-owned” hospital.

Prior to the tumult, Heywood Healthcare saw
several years of significant growth. In 2013 it
acquired Athol Memorial Hospital and its affil-
iated healthcare offices and began planning for
the construction of a new emergency room, now
complete. Construction of Heywood Hospital’s
ambitious new surgical wing began in the sum-
mer of 2022, but was paused after the former
CEO?’s forced departure.

In the MNA’s view, Heywood Healthcare’s
focus on growth has come at the expense of the
hospital’s core services and bedside care.

“Heywood nurses have been concerned for
years about the dismantling of the hospital’s
services, especially pediatric and mental health
beds,” Fuller said. “We have fought back against
unsafe staffing, [emergency department] over-
crowding, and a lack of staff and public input
into decision-making.”

All staff members and community stake-
holders should have a say in Heywood’s future
plans, Fuller said, and the plans should pri-
oritize giving staff the resources they need to
maintain high-quality patient care.

Critical Access

“It is no secret that community hospitals
across the United States are and have been fac-
ing increasing challenges and that many have
closed their doors. Including many in more pop-
ulated, more affluent locations,” the state and
city officials wrote in Monday’s statement on
Heywood’s bankruptcy filing. “An examination
of the list of community hospitals that existed at
the start of the century would find some closed,
and many consolidated.”

In 2014, North Adams Regional Hospital was

considering a merger with the Pittsfield-based
Berkshire Health Systems, WAMC reported, but
filed for bankruptcy and abruptly shut down be-
fore a deal was finalized. Nearly a decade later,
Berkshire runs an emergency room at the North
Adams facility, and has announced plans to re-
open 25 beds next year for inpatient care.

Earning the federal designation of a “critical
access hospital” is central to Berkshire Health’s
plans to reopen the North Adams hospital. The
designation, which applies to rural hospitals
more than 35 miles from the next-closest hos-
pital with 25 or fewer acute-care beds, comes
with additional *“cost-based reimbursement” for
Medicare and Medicaid services. This additional
revenue from the federal government can be es-
sential for keeping the doors open.

While Athol Hospital is a critical access fa-
cility, Heywood Hospital is not. Both hospitals
operate 24-hour emergency rooms, but Hey-
wood has 153 inpatient beds, compared with 25
beds in Athol.

In Franklin County, this year has brought slight-
ly better news for health services. After four years
of threatening to close the mental health wing of
its Baystate Franklin hospital in Greenfield, the
Springfield-based network Baystate Health an-
nounced it would reverse course and keep it open.

Baystate Health also recently sold a disused
medical office in Montague City to the Commu-
nity Health Center of Franklin County, which in-
tends to expand primary-care services overflow-
ing from its facility in downtown Greenfield.

UMass Memorial Health, a Worcester-based
hospital network with locations in Leominster,
Fitchburg, Marlborough, and Clinton announced
last week that it is exploring a potential merger
with two regional healthcare networks headquar-
tered in Milford, the Boston Globe reported.

Earlier this year UMass Memorial announced
its intent to close a birthing center at one of its
Leominster facilities, prompting a four-hour,
emotionally charged public hearing last July be-
fore the state Department of Public Health.

If it closes, the Gardner hospital’s maternity
care center will find itself serving a larger region.

“[T]he closure of Leominster Hospital’s Birth-
ing Center makes it even more important that Hey-
wood preserve its essential services,” Fuller said.
“Nurses and other staff should be truly respected
and given the resources they need so that
Heywood can improve its staffing and
provide quality patient care.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

Ffrench Ring

Restaurant & Hlotel

DINNER

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
FripAY — 8 A.M 1O 2 P.M.
SATURDAY & SUNDAY — 7 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

Fripay & Saturpay — 4:30 10 9:30 P.M.
CALL TO CONFIRM: (413) 423-3328
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PARKING from page A1

director Megan McDonough had
barely begun her initial presentation
on the project. Several large poster
boards displayed at the meeting,
held Saturday morning in the town
hall annex room, showed an archi-
tect’s conception of six affordable
homes where a town parking lot
now sits on First Street.

The house at the southwest end
of the project, next to open land
owned by Chris Couture, would
only be one story, and parking
would be included on its lot.

The other five would be two-sto-
ry, single-family homes, and as the
lots climb an incline to the First
Street alley, each would have a
rear entrance on the second floor,
and parking behind it. A row of
trees at the rear of the lots would
be cut down, and a strip of town
land along the alley long used for
parking by Second Street residents
would be designated for the First
Street homeowners.

The plan is the result of a bid-
ding process that began last De-
cember, after town meeting ap-
proved rezoning the vacant town
lot and the adjacent Couture land
to encourage affordable housing.

Habitat was the only entity that
responded to a request for propos-
als. Their six-unit proposal was ap-
proved by both the planning board
and selectboard in late February,
though both boards will need to ap-
prove a final design in the coming
weeks, according to town planner
Maureen Pollock.

Habitat For Humanity Interna-
tional, as it is now called, grew out
of Koinonia Farm, an interracial
Christian community founded in
1942 in rural Georgia. The farm, a
product of the early Civil Rights era,
survived the extreme violence of
“massive resistance” to integration
in the 1950s and early *60s. As the
violence subsided in the late 1960s
the farm turned to a social-service
model, building affordable homes
with volunteer labor. Koinonia
became Habitat For Humanity in

- UPPER LIVING LEVEL

- LOWER BEDROOM LEVEL

- FRONT PORCH

= UPPER PARKING LEVEL ENTRY
-3 - BEDROOM HOME PARKING
- FIRST STREETALLEY

- FIRST STREET

- EXISTING STREET TREE
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1976, and formally incorporated
as an international organization the
following year.

In 1984 Habitat was joined by
former President Jimmy Carter, who
had initiated a similar program in
New York City the previous year, and
the publicity for its projects attracted
numerous celebrity volunteers and
helped the organization thrive. (The
perception that Carter founded Hab-
itat is called a “myth” on the Pioneer
Valley Habitat website.)

The Pioneer Valley affiliate of
the national organization, created in
1989, serves communities in Frank-
lin and Hampshire counties. Since
that time it has completed 48 homes,
according to McDonough, including
three in Montague: two around the
corner on L Street and one on Warner
Street in Montague City.

The Habitat model keeps the cost
of homeownership low with subsi-
dies, financed in part through fund-
raising and volunteer labor. Appli-
cants are required to commit to a
specific number of volunteer hours
to help to construct their homes.

McDonough told the Reporter
the Pioneer Valley affiliate seeks to
limit home prices to $200,000, and
annual mortgage payments to 30%
of a family’s income. The minimum
income requirement for applicants
is $30,000 per year and the max-
imum is targeted at $50,000, she
said, but depends on family size
and other factors. On the last proj-
ect completed by her organization,
the maximum income allowed for a
family of four was $56,000.

The six-unit proposal presented
at Saturday’s meeting is prominently
posted on the organization’s website,
www.pvhabitat.org. This publicity —
and McDonough’s very abbreviated
initial presentation at the meeting —
may have created the impression that
the elimination of public parking in
the First Street alley was a done deal.

There seemed to be no room for
parking on individual lots in the
proposed design, and parking in
a shared lot, condominium-style,
was portrayed by Habitat officials

as contradicting the plan for indi-
vidual homeownership.

Several speakers, including
Charles Emery, said that the First
Street alley was the only alley in
Turners Falls where public parking
is allowed.

Residents asked whether the
number of homes in the proposal
could be reduced to five, leaving
enough space for parking in each
individual lots, as was being pro-
posed for the home on the southeast
end of the project. At the meeting it
was not clear whether this proposal
would be seriously considered.

Pollock told the Reporter that
the original request for proposals
for affordable housing would have
also allowed five residential units,
and McDonough indicated to us
that such a modification might be
considered by Habitat.

“Last week’s community meet-
ing, held by Pioneer Valley Habitat
for Humanity, provided an opportu-
nity to engage neighbors about the
proposed affordable housing project
on First St.,” Pollock wrote, “and to
discuss any concerns, before they
finalize the site plan for Planning
Board review. | believe Habitat is
considering if and how to modify
their site plan to address neighbors’
concerns about parking.

“Once Habitat submits its ap-
plication, the Planning Board will
hold a public hearing for the re-
view and approval of the site plan.
A legal ad will be published in the
Montague Reporter and owners of
properties within 300 feet of the
project site will be notified by reg-
ular mail about the public hearing
date, time, and location.”

Jen Audley, who lives in down-
town Turners Falls and is the former
chair of the town finance commit-
tee, said at Saturday’s meeting that
she believed that the town is respon-
sive to public input, and that she felt
a potential “compromise” on the
parking issue was possible.

“Now is the time
to make suggestions,”

Audley said.

Drawings by Kubn Riddle Architects in the proposal submiitted last winter by Habitat for Humanity show the plan to use the full
lot offered by the town, giving each of the five families in the two-story homes a storage shed and two parking spaces at the edge of
the public alley. These would provide elevated rear entrances. Habitat heard criticism this week _from residents who park on the lot.
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MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!
OUR LADY OF PEACE ROAST PORK SUPPER

We will be serving a curbside pickup dinner once again from 3 to 5 p.m.
on Saturday, October 21 at the front of the Church on Seventh Street.

L)

MENU
ROAST PORK « MASHED POTATOES « GRAVY
APPLESAUCE + WINTER SQUASH + ROLLS - CAKE

Costis $15 and you must call 863-5397 to place your orders.
Deadline is Monday, October 16.

B

TOWN OF GILL -

Board of Health

A Public Hearing will be held by the Gill Board of Health at the Town
Hall, 325 Main Road, Gill, MA, on October 10, 2023 at 5:30 PM to consider
adopting “Regulations for Body Art Establishments and Practitioners.”

Among its provisions the regulations, if adopted, establish sanitation and
sterilization requirements for Body Art Establishments and minimum
health standards to which Body Art Practitioners must comply. Eighteen
(18) is proposed as the minimum age to receive a Tattoo, and Mobile Body
Art Establishments would be prohibited. The regulations require Body
Art Establishments and Practitioners to be permitted annually by Board of
Health and also provide for twice yearly compliance inspections of Body
Art Establishments and penalties for violating the regulations.

The proposed regulations are available for inspection on the Town’s website
www.gillmass.org and at the Town Hall offices during business hours.

TOWN OF LEVERETT
COUNCIL ON AGING MEALSITE MANAGER

The Town of Leverett is seeking a responsible person to serve as
the Council on Aging Mealsite Manager, who is responsible for
management of the Leverett weekly meals program. Duties include:
Preparing weekly meals; coordinating, supervising and training
mealsite volunteers; submitting required reports; coordinating
special events, such as picnics, volunteer lunches, speakers and
activities; coordinating nutrition and needed inspections.

Qualifications include Food Safe Certification or the ability to get certified
within two months of hire; knowledge of food preparation, serving and
cleaning procedures and equipment; self-motivation; good organizational
and communication skills; and empathetic and cheerful personality.

Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI) background check required.

Annual Salary is $4,049 per year.
Expected hours required is 5 hours per week.

Applications are due to the Council on Aging by October 16, 2023.
Questions should be directed to Judi Fonsh at judifonsh@gmail.com.

Leverett is an AA/EOE.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Narcan Training!

TURNERS FALLS - Do you
know how to help someone you
suspect has overdosed on opiates?
Come to the Gill-Montague Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street in Turners
Falls, for a free Narcan training
next Tuesday, October 10 at 1 p.m.

This 45-minute training course
will provide you with the knowl-
edge and confidence you need to
respond to a known or suspected
opioid overdose emergency. You
will learn to recognize the signs

and symptoms of an opioid over-
dose, how to provide the appro-
priate emergency care based on
the person’s breathing and respon-
siveness and how to give naloxone
(Narcan) nasal spray to reverse the
effects of an opioid overdose.

Our trainer is FRCOG com-
munity health nurse Robin Neipp,
This training is free and open to
the public, but attendance is limit-
ed; call the Senior Center at (413)
863-9357 to sign up.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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MATH from page A1

November, we will be a high school
with no math teacher.”

“This has been very annoying
and frustrating for the students,”
he added.

Last year, there were three math
teachers in the district at the high
school level. Gill-Montague super-
intendent of schools Brian Beck
said that this was unusual; the third
position was funded by ESSER
grants, one-time federal COVID
relief funds, “to reduce the size of
math classes during the pandemic.”

“In the budget development pro-
cess for this year, we reduced the
position,” he said, “knowing that we
would not be able to continue the
funding, when ESSER dries up.”

According to sources at the
school, with the elimination of this
position, the Advanced Placement
Mathematics is now accessible
only through the state’s Virtual
High School program.

The district posted a job opening
for a Mathematics Teacher at the
high school on September 6, as well

as a “Long Term Substitute — High
School Mathematics Teacher” posi-
tion on September 22.

A teacher who taught Honors
Algebra 2, Advanced Algebra, and
Honors Geometry left the district
at the end of September due to a
planned move out of state. The final
remaining math teacher, who has
been employed by the district since
2006, told students last week that
she is also leaving, in this case for
another local district. She declined
to comment publicly.

GMEA  co-president  Heidi
Schmidt, an art teacher at the sec-
ondary school, emphasized that a
variety of complaints contribute to
each teacher’s personal choice to
leave. The main frustrations, she
told the Reporter, are issues with
ordering and receiving supplies,
wage negotiations, and feelings of
frustration.

The district’s teachers have been
working for more than a year without
a contract, with negotiations report-
edly deadlocked over annual raises.
In May the union began a “work

to rule” action, which Schmidt de-
scribed as “teachers working only
their contracted hours.”

“Unit A members (teachers) have
accepted a tentative agreement with
the School Committee,” Jesse Sin-
clair, Schmidt’s co-president, wrote
on Saturday. “[T]his officially end-
ed our work-to-rule campaign.”

“l anticipate that the School
Committee will vote to approve the
Unit A contract next Tuesday eve-
ning,” Beck confirmed.

According to Schmidt, the
compromise plan includes adding
two additional annual steps to the
teachers’ wage scale; currently,
more than half of all district teach-
ers are at the top step, after 12 or
more years of employment.

“While lagging wages and
working under an expired contract
play a large part in the issue of
teacher retention in our district,”
Schmidt said, “surprisingly, the
common denominator is a feeling
of a lack of support and profession-
al respect.... There has also been
an increase in bureaucratic obsta-

cles which impede our ability to
focus on teaching, such as technol-
ogy access issues and complicated
ordering processes. This results in
a misallocation of teachers’ energy,
and is frankly, exhausting.”

Sinclair and Schmidt both point-
ed to turnover in classroom para-
professionals and other staff as an
additional factor. Paraprofessionals,
administrative assistants, and tech-
nology staff are represented under
the Unit C contract, which is still in
active negotiation.

“We have been down eight Unit
C positions at Sheffield [Elemen-
tary] since August,” Schmidt said,
adding that another paraprofessional
submitted his notice on Wednesday.

A number of students we spoke
with at the high school described
feeling unheard and unsupported
by their teachers because they are
unable to foster bonds with them
over multiple years.

“I have gone to the middle
school and high school for five
years,” said Cogswell, “and each
year there are new teachers, and a

new administration.”

The shortage of substitute
teachers able to assist when teach-
ers are absent leaves students feel-
ing unsupported, said Niedzielski.
“If a teacher gets sick, then we’ll
be down a teacher,” he said. “If
they’re watching their children,
then we’ll be down a teacher. This
wouldn’t be as big of an issue if we
had enough teachers, or even sub-
stitutes to cover said teachers.”

A representative of the school’s
Student Council, who asked for
her name not to be published, said
that the turnover and staff short-
age is specifically challenging for
seniors, especially those who are
working toward academic opportu-
nities past high school.

“I just feel like in general, it’s
really not a great situation for the
students to be in, especially if
they’re preparing for college,” she
said. “As much as I care about the
teachers’ well-being and how much
they get paid, that doesn’t
mean we as students don’t
deserve to have teachers.”

SPORTS from page A1l

team won a wet and slippery one
their first Intercounty North rival.

against

Volleyball

TFHS 3 - Ludlow 1
FCTS 3 — Smith Voc 1
TFHS 3 — Athol 0
Mohawk 3 — FCTS 0
FCTS 3 — Mahar 0

The Turners Falls Volleyball Thunder
went 2-0 this week, extending their winning
streak and improving their overall record to
10-2. They currently sit atop the Northern
Conference with an NC record of 8-0.

Tech’s Volleyball Eagles, sitting smack-
dab in the middle of the NC pack with a 66
conference record, went 2—1 this week.

Last Friday the Ladies in Blue scored a
home win against the Ludlow Lions. Turn-
ers had gone up 2-0 but the Cats staved off
elimination, winning the third game 25-20.
Turners finished business in the fourth game,
defeating the Lions 25-12.

Set-up artist Taylor Greene gave 19 as-
sists in the win. She also served an ace and
saved four digs. Madi Liimatainen made 16
kills, five aces, and six digs, Janelle Massey
amassed five aces and five digs, and Tatiana
Carr Williams shot three kills.

The Eagles, meanwhile, went down to
Northampton and defeated Smith Aggie Vi-
kings 3-1. This could have been anybody’s
match: the Birds took the first game, and
Smith won a 26-24 nailbiter to tie it up. Tech
won the third game, but in the fourth neither
team wanted to lose. It went on and on until
Tech finally outlasted the Vikes 29-27.

Tech played aggressively in all four
games, dominating at the net with multiple
players registering blocks. Lea Chapman
blocked four shots and made 19 kills, six
digs, and four aces. Jenna Petrowicz made
three blocks and had three aces and two kills,
Emma Petersen had a block, three aces, and
seven kills, and Shelby O’Leary helped out
with 16 assists, three digs, a kill, and an ace.

On Tuesday the Thunder rolled east and
swept the Athol Red Bears 3-0. All three
games were lopsided wins for Powertown,
and by the third Athol was out of gas, scor-
ing only eight points.

In this one, Liimatainen spiked 11 kills
and scorched 10 aces. Greene again led the
team in assists with 18, and also had a kill
and three aces. lan Bastarache was also hot
at the line, serving seven aces.

Tech lost their Tuesday game, against
Mohawk up in Buckland. The Warriors nar-
rowly defeated Franklin in the first game,
but Tech lost the next two convincingly.
Skylei LaPan served five aces. She also had
two digs and an assist. Kristine Given saved
seven digs and served an ace.

On Wednesday, however, Tech dominat-

DAVID HOITT PHOTO

The Thunder celebrate a point against the Ludlow Lions during last Friday’s homse win.

ed the visiting Mahar Senators. I told Coach
Jade Cuevas that I always feel bad when a
team loses so badly. Mahar only scored nine
points in the first game, but they did make a
showing in the next two games, scoring 11
and 12 points respectively.

Haleigh Benoit made six kills in the win;
O’Leary scored four aces, two kills, six as-
sists, and four digs, and Petersen finished
with three aces and six digs.

Field Hockey
FCTS 7 — Hampshire 0
FCTS 5 — Holyoke 0

The Franklin Tech Field Hockey Eagles
are undefeated. Still.

The Birds extended their shutout streak to
seven games this week, blanking two oppo-
nents by 12 goals; so far, they are running
a surplus of 52 goals scored versus 2 goals
allowed.

The Eagles defeated the Hampshire Red
Raiders 7-zip last Thursday.

“It’s amazing.” I was sitting in front of
one of the Hampshire mothers. “They pass
it to an open area of the field,” she marveled.
“And one of their players is all alone, rac-
ing to the ball. Now she’s passing it to three
players behind her.”

By that point, Franklin was leading by
three or four goals. “I think every player
knows where every other player is going to
be,” she concluded.

Hanna Gilbert scored the first goal early
in the contest, assisted by Kaitlin Trudeau.
Trudeau scored the second, with a little help
from McKenzie Sourdiffe-Massee. The next
goals were scored by Gilbert, Trudeau, Gil-
bert, Lilianna Inman, and Gilbert again...
And it was still the first half.

“I’'m going to run the clock,” one of the
scorekeepers said. Field hockey has a mercy
rule, but as the officials and coaches conferred
it was determined that they have to wait until
the second half to continuously run the clock.

As I walked to my car, one of the score-
keepers said, “Write something nice about
the scorekeepers!” They were nice and busy.
Then one of the officials called, “Say some-
thing nice about the refs.” They were nice,
too, and fair.

Tech went on to maintain their 7-0 lead
throughout the time-hastened final half.

On Monday the Eagles went down to
Holyoke to challenge the Purple Knights on
their home turf.

And the John F. Gilligan Field down in
Holyoke is actually covered in turf. It’s like
playing on a pool table. But the quicker field
didn’t help Purple, as Franklin dismounted
the Knights 5-nil.

The Field Hockey Eagles cannot rest on
their laurels. The Belchertown Black Orioles
are perched toe to toe with them on the top
rung of the County Volleyball Conference
ladder; although the Black Birds have two
losses overall, they are 5-0 in the CVC.

Football
FCTS 16 — Athol 12

It’s been a rainy few weeks along the
Eastern Seaboard, with flooding reported
from New York to Deerfield and up to Maine,
which was hit by its first-ever hurricane.

There are theories about the increased
precipitation: something about the jet stream
pushing a low-pressure system up the coast....
Whatever the cause, last week another deluge
drenched western Worcester County.

The Athol football field was not spared.

Last Friday night, under a persistent down-
pour, the Franklin Tech Football Eagles
slogged to a 16-12 win against the Red
Bears. Water was ankle-deep in some areas,
and by the end of the game both teams’ uni-
forms were coated in mud.

And as rain poured all over Athol’s home-
coming, both teams had trouble holding onto
the ball. Da Bears made the first mistake,
fumbling the ball on their first play, which
led to a Josiah Little TD. The 2-pointer was
good, and Tech was ahead 8-0.

On their next possession Athol fumbled
the ball on a punt attempt, and Tech took
over on Red’s eight-yard line, Tech, too,
fumbled the slippery ball, and Athol took
over. And on it went.

Later in the quarter Athol made a ques-
tionable call. Facing fourth down with six
yards to go, they decided to try for the long-
shot first down. The attempt failed, Tech
took over deep in Red territory, and QB
Gabriel Tomasi scored on a 26-yard keeper.
With a successful conversion, Tech led 16-0
at the end of the first period.

Athol took advantage of another Eagles
fumble late in the first half to make the score
16-6. An illegal-celebration flag extend-
ed the yardage needed for the extra point,
Tech’s short-yardage defense held, and Tech
stayed on top by 10 points at halftime.

Athol would score once more, in the open-
ing seconds of the fourth quarter. On fourth
and long, Tech fumbled away a punt attempt,
and Athol took over with first down and goal
to go. They scored on the next play, though
the 2-pointer failed, and the Birds clung to a
16-12 lead.

The teams wrestled in the mud for the next
11 minutes and 56 seconds, but neither could
broach the endzone. Down by four points
with just over a minute left, Athol again rolled
the dice and went for it on fourth down. It was
denied, and Tech took over to seal the deal.

The win gives the Eagles an early 1-0 re-
cord in the Intercounty North Conference.
Tomasi attempted only three passes, but none
were caught, he ran for 31 yards and a TD.
Little scored a touchdown and gained 42
yards on the ground, giving him 449 yards so
far, nearly halfway toward his quest to reach
1,000 rushing yards for the third straight year.

William Ainsworth and Nathan Sabolevs-
ki scored the two-pointers and Sabolevski,
Maxon Brunette, and Ethan Smarr also car-
ried the ball for the Birds.

On the other side of the scrimmage line,
Landen Hardy made the most tackles with
16, Wyatt Whitman and Tyler Yetter deflect-
ed passes, and Hardy recovered a fumble.
Sabolevski, Hardy, Izaya Romer, Travis East-
man, and Jacob Martin all got in on sacks.

Next Friday the Eagles face
another ICN foe: the Palmer Blue
Panthers.
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and a portion of Fifth Street,
northwest of Avenue A, would be
blocked by a fire truck.

“The subtitle for this meeting
could be *Klon Closes Streets,””
joked Koehler.

Koehler went on to say that af-
ter meeting with Montague police
lieutenant Chris Bonnett and Turn-
ers Falls fire chief Todd Brunelle,
the organizers came to the con-
clusion that “it makes a whole lot
more sense to close Avenue A at
least between Third and Seventh...
It’s a big improvement for public
safety, and it also gives us a little
more room to play with in terms of
added programming on the street.”

“Still no vendors on the street,”
he added. “It’s still all Avenue A
businesses.”

Koehler said parking would
also be eliminated between Third
and Second street to “grant the
sidewalks a little more breathing
room,” and that he was investigat-
ing renting bike racks to block the
parking spaces.

Public health director Ryan
Paxton said his department had
not received applications for per-
mits from any vendors. He point-
ed to the food vendor in Peske-
ompskut Park, noting that alcohol
is considered a food according to
Massachusetts law. Koehler said
he would work with Linda Tardif,
managing director of the Shea The-
ater Arts Center which is handling
the permitting for the event, to ob-
tain a health permit for the beer
tent at the park

Koehler also requested that the
town provide more sawhorses than
the public works department ap-
pears to have on hand to block Av-
enue A. Town administrator Steve
Ellis said this was a “budgetary de-
cision” by the DPW.

The board approved an amend-
ment to the original “use of proper-
ty” permit voted the previous week.

An entertainment license for
the Rendezvous restaurant, for a
portion of the Third Street parking
lot on the afternoon of the festival,
was also approved. Rendezvous
co-owner Mark Wisnewski told the
board it would be for the part of the
lot abutting the restaurant which
the business was allowed to use for
food and alcohol service during the
pandemic shutdown.

RiverCulture director Suzanne
LoManto requested a letter of sup-
port of her application for training
sessions in public art sponsored by
the New England Foundation for
the Arts. LoManto said the six vir-
tual sessions, in which up to three
town employees could participate,
would qualify Montague for a
$15,000 grant for a work of public
art. The board approved the letter.

The board also approved a re-
quest from libraries director Cait-
lin Kelley for the use of the steps
of the Montague Center branch li-
brary for an evening concert next
Wednesdy, October 11 from 4:30
to 7:45 p.m. The concert, which be-
gins at 6, will feature Conway res-
ident Jenny Burtis, who performed
last June at the Montague Center
Common Hall. Center Street will
be closed to traffic in front of the
building during the event.

Road Safety

During public participation time
Ken Morin, who resides on Kim-
berly Lane, made the case for the
need for sidewalk repairs on Mon-
tague City Road between Walnut
Street and Turnpike Road. Armed

with photographs, which he pre-
sented to the board, he said that
some portions of the sidewalk in
question were “impassable” and
dangerous for handicapped resi-
dents in wheelchairs. In another
location, he said, “someone just
needs to just scrape four inches of
mud off the sidewalk.”

The selectboard alerted pub-
lic works superintendent Tom
Bergeron, who was attending the
meeting, to the problem.

On the downside,
Ellis announced

that an earmark to
the town for sewer
system improvements
proposed by Senator
Markey had not
passed muster

in Congress.

Bergeron had previously request-
ed $10,000 from the town’s Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds
to install two flashing blue “bea-
cons” on Avenue A to warn of an im-
pending “snow emergency,” which
requires residents to move cars
off of downtown streets for plow-
ing. Bergeron said there had been
poor communication of such emer-
gencies last year after the all-winter
parking ban, which applies to other
sections of Montague, was eliminat-
ed in downtown Turners.

Bergeron noted that “a lot of oth-
er towns” in the region used flash-
ing blue lights to alert residents of
snow emergencies. He said he had
contacted the company that Am-
herst uses and received a quote of
$7,860 for two lights and a five-year
service plan, but no installation.

Assistant town administrator
Walter Ramsey noted that $4,242
still remained in the budget from
an earlier appropriation for snow
emergency signage.

Kuklewicz asked Bergeron
whether he could finance the bal-
ance from his own budget, giv-
en the unfilled staff openings at
the DPW. Bergeron said he could
do so, but that if he “got lucky”
and hired staff to the positions, “I
would see you guys in May with a
budget request.” The selectboard
did not take a vote on the matter.

Grants Out the Wazoo

Brian McHugh of the Frank-
lin County Regional Housing and
Redevelopment Authority came
before the board with a long list
of requests involving federal com-
munity development block grants,
which his agency administers.

With regard to the block grant
from FY’21, the board approved
a payment to the engineering firm
Berkshire Design for construction
oversight of the Avenue A street-
scape project, and transfers of
unspent money from two projects
into a fund that may be used for
infrastructure projects under future
block grants.

The board then approved three
requests involving the combined
FY’22/°23 block grant: to sign an
agreement with McHugh’s organiza-
tion to administer the grants; to sign
similar agreements with five social
service agencies funded under the
grants; and to award a contract for
bidding and construction oversight
for the new Hillcrest Elementary
playground to Berkshire Design.

Ramsey announced that Mon-
tague had received a $71,400
Green Communities grant from the
state, which will be used for LED
lighting upgrades in Montague
Center and part of the cost of an
electric vehicle for town inspec-
tional services.

At Ellis’s request, the board au-
thorized a $11,400 state grant for
municipal recycling.

Fair and Green

Ellis briefly discussed the im-
pact of the state distribution of
Fair Share, or “Millionaires’ Tax,”
money, as covered in the last issue
of the Montague Reporter (Sep-
tember 28, Millionaires’ Money Is
Here, Page Al). He emphasized
that significant increases are ex-
pected in aid for road and bridge
repair, in part due to the fact that
half of the state’s total allocation
will be distributed according to a
formula emphasizing road mileage,
which benefits rural communities.

On the downside, he announced
that an earmark to the town for
sewer collection system improve-
ments proposed by Senator Markey
had not passed muster in Congress.

Ramsey reviewed an admin-
istrative order from the Wetlands
division of the state Department
of Environmental Protection re-
quiring that the town upgrade the
system for mitigating stormwater
runoff from the recently capped
former burn dump on Sandy Lane.

The town, he said, now has an
approved design for the mitiga-
tion and 30 days to commence
construction, and could cover the
$20,000 cost of the design, which
it is responsible for, from balances
within an “unexpected engineer-
ing” account.

The selectboard approved a con-
tract with Alliance Clean Energy to
construct a solar photovoltaic sys-
tem on the town hall annex roof.

Other Business

The board appointed Robert
Bessette to the position of heavy
equipment operator in the public
works department, and endorsed
a phone stipend for Kyle Bessette,
the new collection system lead
operator. They appointed Elena
Pepe-Salutric as a substitute li-
brary assistant.

Jeffrey Bache was appointed as
the town’s alternate gas and plumb-
ing inspector, and Todd Weed as
the alternate electrical inspector.

Ellis reviewed the process for a
study of town staff’s job classifica-
tions and pay. He portrayed it as a
collaboration between staff and the
organization hired to create a com-
parative policy analysis, the UMass
Collins Center.

Eliis asked whether the select-
board, which would eventually
vote on the study’s recommenda-
tions, wished to play a more active
role. Member Matt Lord agreed to
be a conduit for “feedback” if it
was deemed necessary.

The town administrator also
briefly touched on next year’s bud-
get process, asking if the board
would like to see a presentation of
projected revenues and expenses in
October before he sends guidelines
to department heads next month.
After a long silence, followed by
scattered statements of concern,
the board informally agreed to an
early budget presentation.

The next selectboard meeting is
scheduled for Monday,

October 16, as October 9
is a holiday.

ILOOKING BACK:

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Here’s the way it was on Octo-
ber 3, 2013: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive.

Erving Money Matters

The Erving selectboard re-
viewed a draft warrant for the No-
vember town meeting. It includes
requests for $40,000 for a new po-
lice cruiser, $5,000 for a recreation
administrative clerk, and $3,000
for the historical commission to
reopen the Pearl B. Care building.

It would also transfer $20,000
to buy new wastewater pumps.

Compost from Sludge
The Montague Water Pollution

Control Facility has begun a one-
to three-year experiment to gener-

ate compost from sewage sludge
cake and wood chips. Its two goals
are to reduce the facility’s solids
disposal costs and to improve its
environmental impact.

More is Still MoRe!

From the Managing Editor:

Since May 2012 we have been
a two-section paper, but we went
right on pretending it was just one
section that accidentally came
apart. Since that other thing is
here to stay, we’ve decided to
give it a name.

We don’t know how long we’ll
stick with “MoRe” (get it?), but
we do like the idea of having an A
and a B section. We figure B can
be where we’ll quarantine a lot of
the culture and enjoyment.

Here’s the way it was on Octo-
ber 2, 2003: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive.

Downtown Upgrades

More than 30 residents attend-
ed a MassHighway hearing for the
Millers Falls Streetscape Improve-
ment project. Chief landscape ar-
chitect Johannes Wagner said the
design is meant to improve pe-
destrian access, add parking, im-
prove traffic flow and safety, and
improve the aesthetic appeal of the
downtown area.

“The residents of Millers Falls
deserve any upgrade that we can
do for the community,” said select-
woman Pat Allen.

Downtown Beautification

They came from around the
corner and up on the Hill, across

the river and out of state. Bearing
gloves, garden tools and trash bags,
about three dozen people spanning
three generations spent three hours
of energetic activity, sprucing up
Spinner Park at the main crossroads
of Turners Falls. Several visitors
were later heard to say what poten-
tial this charming town has.

Downtown Betterment

The Erving town meeting ap-
proved funding new park equip-
ment for Zilinski Field, \eterans
Field, and Church Street. The spe-
cific needs are for ground cover
for playground equipment, bench-
es, picnic tables, grills, swings,
and baseball infield rehabilitation.
$37,000 will be spent on renova-
tions to the historical society build-
ing, including electrical upgrades,
roof repairs, siding and trim, win-
dows, a fire escape, and a new well.

Here’s the way it was on Octo-
ber 1, 1873: News from the Turners
Falls Reporter’s archive.

Local Matters

The new steam fire engine has
arrived.

Over 400 hands are at work in
the Cutlery. They are now running
a quarter extra time in the trip
hammer shop.

The Town Meeting on Saturday
should be largely attended.

The roof of Father Quaille’s
residence is ready for the sheath-
ing. The building shows off Sev-
enth street to better advantage.

The heavy rain of Monday night
made the rivermen feel good. The
work of sorting the logs at the upper
booms goes along rapidly.

Miss Sophia Parshow, daugh-
ter of Joseph Parshow, died in this
town on Tuesday evening, from
tetanus (lock) jaw resulting from
accidentally piercing her foot with
a rusty nail on Tuesday. She was
a fine girl, and generally liked
among her acquaintances.

The German Sunday School
will hold their concert on Sunday
evening next at 7 o’clock, in the
upper room of the old school house.
A good programme of recitations
and singing in both the German
and English languages has been
prepared, and it is hoped that as
many of their friends as can will
favor them with their presence.

The loss of our splendid
schoolhouse by fire is the sorest
blow ever inflicted upon the town
of Montague. We do not now
propose to say who is to blame,
or attempt to correct the thousand
and one idle stories and positive
lies afloat. That 200 children are
upon the streets as the result is too
painfully apparent. As the policy
of the town, for all time, has been
to avoid insuring its property, it
must bear the loss without striving
to lay the responsibility where it
does not belong. The total loss is
about $15,000.

The beautiful moonlight nights
are here, and lovers can wander
forth to whisper soft nothings and
pick their steps through the mud.
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EJROAD,

Our August 24 edjtion traveled to Québec... “Here is a shot of me with
the Reportter at the St. Josephs Oratory in Montreal,” writes Tnrners Falls
reader Luke Beeson. “Ihanks for letting me get involved with the paper too!”

Going somewhere? Take us with you!
Send your photos fo editor@montaguereporter.org.

ERVING from page A1

information session planned for
October 11 should go.

The officials agreed that a “state-
ment of facts” about the override
proposal would be prepared by se-
lectboard chair Jacob Smith, and the
other two committees would sign it.

An information packet will then
be prepared for the public for the
October 11 session which will in-
clude this statement, in addition
to a sheet showing what the extra
money the town was requesting was
for, and one showing how much it
would cost taxpayers.

The sheet showing how much it
would cost will be laid out with the
intention of making it easy for tax-
payers to figure out what the impact
of the override would be on their
specific bills. A glossary would also
be included, as a bunch of language
used in this discussion is uncommon.

Jacquelyn Boyden of the plan-
ning board reminded all present
that they should be prepared to ex-
plain what Proposition 2% is, what
overriding it means, and what the
town’s “levy ceiling” is.

Town planner Mariah Kurtz had
already prepared a slideshow that
included most of this material,
and agreed to prepare the rest of
the packet, with the help of Boy-
den and selectboard member Scott
Bastarache.

The joint meeting also discussed
a proposal to repair the Farley
Road bridge. Highway superinten-
dent Glenn McCrory explained that
he and the crew from the town of
Wendell can do short-term mainte-
nance which needs to be done, but
that there is more work they will
not be able to do that the state will
have to be involved with.

Given that one side of the bridge

PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT

Free Student
Performance

And Concert
At Sheffield

TURNERS FALLS - Join
Musica Franklin next Thursday,
October 12, from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.,
for a student performance and fam-
ily-friendly concert with Banda
K-ri-B.

Banda K-ri-B is a band from
New England that was formed in
the summer of 2023 by four talented
and dynamic musicians from three
different Caribbean origins, Cuba,
Puerto Rico, and Venezuela. These
musicians currently work together
for several different national and in-
ternational artists, and they decided
to unite their talents for a new proj-
ect focused on Caribbean music.

The members are William
“Wilo” Rodriguez, voice and per-
cussion; Rene Gonzélez, voice and
bass; Ahmed Gonzélez, voice and
flute; and Abraham “Abe” Sanchez,
voice and keyboards.

This concert will take place at
Sheffield Elementary School, 43
Crocker Ave in Turners Falls, and
is free and open to the public. This
program is supported in part by a
grant from the Gill and Montague
Cultural Councils, local agencies
which are supported by the Mass
Cultural Council, a state agency.

is in Erving and the other side is in
Wendell, the town of Wendell will
have to be involved in further dis-
cussions about long-term repairs.

Bastarache joked that the town
could gift the bridge to Wendell.

In the brief selectboard-only
meeting preceding the joint ses-
sion, the board appointed Holly
Fitzpatrick, Robert Holst, and Lau-
ra Bezio to the cemetery commis-
sion, filling that commission, and
approved hiring Jaime Wells as a
new custodian.

A public event will be held to
commemorate the safety work
done to the French King Bridge
at 11 a.m. next Thursday, October
12 at the French King Restaurant.
The selectboard’s newest member,
James Loynd, said he plans to be
there, and the other mem-
bers said they will attend
it if they can.
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By DAVID BRULE

THE FLAT, ERVINGSIDE -
| sat out in the morning mist the
other day, wondering if | could
coax out a story from my pen. In
spite of having my October writ-
ing hat on, not much was coming
to the page.

Then out of the fog and just
over the opening in the damp
woods flew a great, blue heron.

He was there, then he wasn’t.

Now, for some of us tuned in to
signs brought by birds, they don’t
just come along, just to appear and
disappear. Usually they’ve got a
reason, maybe even a message.
But this one, taking seriously his
silent role as the Old Man of the
River, just winged through the fog,
not noticing me below, cleared
the roof peak ridgeline of this old
house, and seemed to row through
the fog, off on his heron business.

Of course, that got me to think-
ing about other mists and fogs |
used to know.

One of my earliest fogs had me
on the river long ago, in our old
wooden rowboat on September a
day or two before school started.
| was probably about 12 at the
time, and maybe headed for the
first day of grammar school over
on Crocker Avenue.

The Connecticut was blanketed
in wreaths of bright mist.

Dog and | were out there saying
good-bye to the summer of 1957
by taking the boat out early in the
morning and drifting through the
fog at the Narrows. We kept a boat
tied there, chained to some alder
saplings just below the house on
Carlisle Avenue that overlooked
the Narrows.

Dog, perched in the bow of the
boat where she always kept watch,
peered through the mist ready to
jump onto dry land and explore
some new secret place that we were
surely about to discover. She quiv-

WEST ALONG THE RIVER
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ered with excitement and intensity.

I rowed slowly, trying to keep
the oars from creaking in their oar
locks. If they did creak, all you
had to do was dip the coffee can
kept for bailing, catch some water,
and pour a bit between the oar lock
and oar pin. That’d do the trick.
We liked to float silently close to
ducks not suspecting to meet us
as we slipped up on them in all
the whiteness of the fog. Startled,
they’d paddle off quickly, then
leap into the air and be gone.

Floating through the Narrows,
we left a faint trail of circles on
the surface of the waters where |
dipped the oars slowly, not need-
ing much to push the rowboat
along. Shipping the oars to glide, |
watched the drops falling from the
paddles make faint quiet circles on
the surface, soon to disappear.

Looking back, | guess my
12-year-old self was saying good-
bye to that innocent period of
adolescence, good-bye to that
summer of bike rides with my
best friend, baseball games over
at the Housing Project, sleeping
over at my grandparents’ house
where | now live. But a 12-year-
old doesn’t think about things like
that, not until much, much later.

Other fogs have caught me off
guard.

Ocean fog can turn up quick-
ly, even if you’re not out to sea,
just plain standing on the shore,
feet barely wet. Out on a stretch
of beach at Plum Island the fog
moved in one warm morning, and
suddenly | found myself com-
pletely alone. The dunes behind
me had disappeared, the silent
waves spreading up to me over
the sand flats, now invisible.

In whatever direction | looked
or turned, there was a sudden wall
of white mist. For one like me who
thrives on being alone and solitary,
this was quite a gift. The world had

see WEST ALONG page B4
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Great blue heron, Ardea herodias.

Above: Wedding celebrants make their way from K Street to the Elks Lodge on Saturday.

BOOKS

Listening, Outward
... and inward

By NINA ROSSI

TURNERS FALLS — Christian
McEwen says part of the genesis of
her new book, In Praise of Listen-
ing, was in her experience of lis-
tening and eliciting stories while
preparing material for two previ-

ous projects, a book titled World
Enough & Time: On Creativity and
Slowing Down and Legal Tender,
a play about women’s relationship
to money.

“l have come to feel that in
schools there are debating soci-
eties, and people are taught to put

ZOOM IMAGIE

Christian McEwen holds a copy of her latest book, In Praise of Listening.

GREENFIELD - | am knee
deep in tomatoes this week, and
it’s the juiciest time ever. | know
that recent flooding affected some
area crops, including tomatoes,
but those that did survive seem
to be incredibly sweet this year.
I’ve been cooking them down into
sauce and paste for the past week,
and | can still taste their sweet tart-
ness on my tongue.

I’ve also been steadily making
lasagnas for people in the commu-
nity, so it’s great to be able to run
down the cellar stairs to grab a jar
of canned tomatoes when | get the
call. With just a pinch of salt added
in, the tomatoes are a blank canvas
with which to create spaghetti or
pizza sauce.

| add tomato paste and a handful
of garden herbs to my sauces, and
salt and fresh-ground black pepper
to taste, and then I let it simmer
on the stove as | do other tasks. If
the sauce tastes a little too sour |
might toss in a pinch of sugar to try
to balance it out. If it’s too sweet,
stirring in a squeeze of lemon juice
or vinegar can help.

their thoughts in logical order,” the
Williamsburg, Massachusetts-based
writer and educator explains to me
in a recent interview, “and they can
make arguments, but they aren’t en-
couraged to listen well.”

In her new book, which comes
out on October 10 from Bau-
han Publishing, she has gath-
ered stories from a variety of
expert listeners who describe
their practice of paying deep at-
tention. These are ornitholo-
gists, musicians, doctors, writers,
spiritual practitioners, naturalists,
and others who she says “know
more about listening than I do.”

McEwen writes in praise of “the
pause” that a good listener will em-
ploy. Letting a conversation spool
out into silence, she writes, allows
the mind to “perform some of its
most vital work: both maintaining

see LISTENING page B8

MANDESON IMASE

A simple dish to prepare: Sliced tomatoes are delicions layered with fresh
mozzarella cheese and basil, drizzled with olive oil and sprinkled with salt.
Sometimes they never mafke it to a plate but are individually
dressed and devoured while standing over the sinfk.

Tomato paste is super concentrat-
ed. It adds the umami flavor to the
pot; umami is one of the five basic
tastes and is in the savory category.
The paste is rich and salty and only
a small amount is needed. | began
making my own years ago when |
got tired of throwing out the remain-
der of every can of tomato paste |
ever opened. They’re small cans, but

still too big to use up in a single rec-
ipe. Now | can freeze it, and use as
little or as much as | need.

The consumption of tomatoes
goes back to the Aztecs in 700 AD
Mesoamerica. Their name for it in
the Nahuatl language was tomatl. A
member of the nightshade family,
tomato seeds traveled with Spanish

see HEARTFELT page B5
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“DreaMm”

Looking for a furry feline friend
full of life? Well, Dream is truly
dreamy, and is here to steal the
heart of you, your girl, and your
entire community!

Rescued from the streets, he’s a
living testament to resilience and
charm. Dream’s spirit shines bright
— he’s a perfect mix of relaxation
and curiosity.

Whether it’s basking in sunlight
or joining you on gentle adventures,
Dream knows how to make every
moment magical. Let Dream show

you how joyful life can be with a cat
friend — adopt him today and make
heartwarming memories together!

Interested? Animals at Da-
kin are currently available
only in Springfield. Contact
adoption staff at springfield@
dakinhumane.org and include your
name and phone number. For more
information, call (413) 781-4000
or visit www.dakinhumane.org.

(Want your pet featured? Email
a photo and information about them
to jae@montaguereporter.org.)

Senior Center Activities
OCTOBER 9 THROUGH 13

WENDELL

Foot care clinic is the first
Wednesday of each month. Call
Katie Nolan at (978) 544-2306 for
information or appointments.

For Senior Health Rides, con-
tact Jonathan von Ranson at (978)
544-3758.

GILL and MONTAGUE

The Gill Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Mondays through Fridays
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Covid test
kits are available. You can pick a
kit up any time during open hours.

Lunch  available  Tuesday
through Thursday. Coffee and tea
available all the time. For more in-
formation please call 863-9357.

Monday 10/9

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

12 p.m. Pot Luck

Tuesday 10/10

9 a.m. Zumba Lite

1 p.m. Narcan Training

3 p.m. Tai Chi

Wednesday 10/11

9 a.m. Foot Clinic

9:15 a.m. Aerobics

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

12 p.m. Bring Your Lunch Bingo

3 p.m. Flu and Covid Clinic
(pre-registration required)

Thursday 10/12

9 a.m. Chair Yoga

1 p.m. Cards & Games
Friday 10/13

10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
2 p.m. Chair Dance

ERVING

Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mon-
days through Fridays. Open for
cards, coffee, and snacks daily.
Fitness room open daily.

For more information, please
call (413) 423-3649.

Monday 10/9

9 a.m. Interval

10:15 a.m. Stretch & Infusion
Tuesday 10/10

9 a.m. Good For U

10 a.m. Line Dancing
Wednesday 10/11

9 a.m. Cardio Low Impact
10:15 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo

Thursday 10/12

9 a.m. Core & Balance

10 a.m. Barre Fusion
Friday 10/13

9 a.m. Quilting & Open Sew

LEVERETT

Chair Yoga classes are held on
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., hybrid, at
the town hall and on Zoom. Foot
care clinic is held monthly.

For more information, contact
the Leverett COA at (413) 548-
1022 x 2, or coa@leverett.ma.us.

EVENT PREVIEW

Fantasy and Science Fiction Festival

By MELISSAWLOSTOSKI

DEERFIELD - This Sunday,
October 8 there will be a Fantasy
and Science Fiction Festival fea-
turing local authors at the Deerfield
community center. It’s a benefit for
the Tilton Library renovation fund.
I decided it would be a cool topic
to cover.

I thought I could only get a hold
of someone at the Tilton Library to
talk about it. However, | was put in
touch with one of the authors who
is going to be at the event, who
also turned out to be behind it. His
name is James Cambias, and his
books include 4 Darkling Sea and
the Billion Worlds stories.

The other authors that will be
there are Holly Black (Book of
Night, The Stolen Heir,
and the Spiderwick series),

Andrea Hairston (Will Do
Magic For Small Change,
Redwood and  Wildfire),
and Allen Steele, author of
the Coyote series and the
new Captain Future series.

Getting a hold of an
author who is going to be
there to talk to makes this even cool-
er. | also have some familiarity with
the Spiderwick series.

As to how James Cambias made
this event happen, he told me he gota
hold of each author himself. “I know
a lot of the authors my-
self,” he said. “I contact-
ed all of them directly by
email in connection with
doing the event. Several
other writers were inter-
ested in participating, but
couldn’t make the date it
was going to be on.”

Cambias is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the
Tilton Library, which this event
is raising funds for. He has actu-
ally written six books, and in his
words, “I am working on the sev-
enth.” His novels have been trans-
lated into four languages other
than English. His website at www.

JamesCambias.com has

links to his published and
unpublished work.

The plan for the event

is a discussion panel, with

James as the moderator.

That will be the first half of

the event. “There will also

be some readings for our

current works, or whatever

people want to read. After the read-

ings, there will be book signings and

a chance to say hello to the writers

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT

they like,” James added.

Cambias said he knows a couple

of the other authors pretty well. He
has known Allen Steele
since the early 2000s when
he moved to Deerfield.
“Holly Black and | were
both doing role-playing
writing in the *90s,” he told
me. “l remember running
into her at GENCON, the
big role-playing convention.
It’s the biggest role-play-

ing convention in the country. It has

been going on since the *70s.”

As to why he writes what he
writes: “I have been a fan of science
fiction since I was 8,” he said, “and
have wanted to write science fiction
since | was 14.... | seem to have
a small but very devoted fan base
when it comes to my books.”

Cambias told me he hopes a lot
of people will show up on Sunday.
He also told me: “If it’s successful,
we will do this again.”

The benefit takes place from 3
to 5 p.m. this Sunday, October 8 at
the Deerfield Community Center, 16
Memorial Street, (Old) Deerfield.
Tickets are $20 at the door, $10 for
ages 12 and under, cash only, and
the event is first come, first served.

The Working Weavers Studio Trail

FLORENCE - The Working Weavers organization
will host its fifth Studio Trail tour on the weekend of
October 14 and 15, with eight weavers in Florence,
Conway, and Shelburne Falls opening their studios to
the public for demonstrations and sales from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. both days.

“We are weavers dedicated to bringing handwoven
textiles into the future,” said Paula Veleta, one of two
founding members of Working Weavers. “Our mission
is to make cloth visible again by producing and sell-
ing high-quality textiles as well as by presenting the
process and the people who make weaving their liveli-
hood. We picked October for the Studio Trail because
it’s fall foliage season — a nice time of year to drive
from one end of the Valley to the other.”

The organization’s website, workingweavers.com,
has suggested routes for traveling to the various stu-
dios, with suggested stops at restaurants, pubs, inns
and local attractions along the way. The tour typically
generates about 1,000 visitors.

e Tonya Grant, 8 South Cooper Lane, Shelburne
Falls: New this year, Grant specializes in drawloom
weaving, creating complex patterns and images within
a damask fabric.

* Emily Gwynn and guest weaver Lisa Bertoldi,
124 North Street, Shelburne Falls: Gwynn’s business,
Hands to Work Textiles, focuses on heirloom-quality
table linens and other household textiles and is influ-
enced by both traditional and mid-century Scandina-
vian design. Bertoldi specializes in durable, absorbent
kitchen towels in cotton and linen.

e Lisa Hill, 156 Elmer Road, Conway: Hill, the
master weaver behind the business Plain Weave, is
a teacher, designer, and writer who works out of her
1840s barn in Conway.

e Scott Norris, 20 Wilder Place, Florence: NoTrris,
of Elam’s Widow, weaves exclusively hand-dyed fine
linen for table and kitchen use.

e Chris Hammel, 221 Pine Street, Studio #315, Flor-
ence: Hammel is a scholar, teacher, and master weaver
who directs the Hill Institute and operates her studio,
Ekphrasis Defined Designs, where she creates exquisite
textiles for use in the home or to wear.

» Veleta and her guest Megan Karlen, 221 Pine
Street, Studio #338, Florence: \eleta, of Studio 338
Handwoven, produces woven fabrics in her studio at
the Arts & Industry Building in Florence, using her
intricately designed textiles to create adornments for
the home and body. Karlen’s work is in direct relation
to her desire to see more beauty in the world.

SUBMITTED IMAGE

Weaver Megan Karlen at her loon.

Veleta said most of the professionals in the group
are handweavers who use traditional wooden looms
with no mechanization. “Weavers open their studios,
often inside their own homes, and welcome the public
to see how cloth is made,” she said. “They invite you
to touch, explore and experience hand-woven cloth
and are happy to speak with you at length about their
tools, materials and processes.”

Visitors can purchase high-quality handwoven
goods directly from the weavers.

“It’s something all of us use, but we take it for
granted and don’t realize how it’s produced,” Veleta
explained. “During the tour, we offer information on
the history of woven cloth. It’s connected to human
existence, and has a very old history. We like to bring
it to people’s attention again.”

One optional tour feature is the Trail Pass. This $2
pass is stamped by each weaver along the route and
turned in at the last studio as an entry into a drawing;
the winner may choose from a selection of handwoven
items or a $100 gift certificate that can be redeemed
with any of this year’s Working Weavers.

For more information, contact paulaerk@comcast.
net or (413) 320-0808, or visit workingweavers.com.
The Studio Trail tour may be printed out as a PDF.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!
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EXHIBITS

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Lisa Beskin, underwater photog-
raphy. Through December.

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Migrations Exhibit
and Day of the Dead Altar. Color-
ful works depict scenes integral
to village life, Mayan culture, and
the history of Lake Atitlan in Gua-
temala. Through November 30.
Migrations Festival on Saturday,
October 14 from 1 to 5 p.m.

Montague Center Library: Ja-
mie Fuller, mixed media, through
October.

Sawmill River Arts, Montague
Center: Megan Sward, guest ce-
ramics artist, through October.

Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts
and Arts: Susan Valentine, paint-
ings, through October 29. Recep-
tion this Sunday, October 8 from
1to 5 p.m.

Fiddleheads Gallery, North-
field: Fall Into Fiber, presenting
the work of 16 regional fiber art-
ists. Through November 5, with a
reception on Sunday, October 22
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Artspace, Greenfield: Yikes, oil
paintings and immersive instal-
lations by Chloe Torri. Through
October 27. Opens with a recep-
tion this Friday, October 6 from
5to 8 p.m.

Looky Here, Greenfield: Break-
fast Kingdom, new multimedia
work by Wishbone Zoé (Zosia
Kochanski), through November
24; reception Friday, October 27
from 5 to 8 p.m.

LAVA Center, Greenfield: Por-
traits: a Lyrical Eye, photographs
by Gerard McGovern, through
October.

The Gallery, Northfield Mount
Hermon School, Gill: Paintings
by Mwanga William, a Ugan-

dan-born painter and sculp-
tor from Brattleboro, through
October 6.

MD Local Gallery, North Am-
herst: Amherst Plein Air Society,
paintings of the Sweet Alice Con-
servation Area. A portion of sales
benefits the Kestrel Land Trust.
Through November 12.

Gallery A3, Amherst: Regenera-
tion: Things that Fall at Our Feet,
found object art work by Sue Katz
and Rebecca Muller. Through Oc-
tober 28 with a reception tonight,
October 5, from 5 to 8 p.m.

Memorial Hall, Deerfield: The
Allen Sisters. Two deaf sisters
developed the image that has de-
fined Deerfield for the past centu-
ry through photography. The ex-
hibit focuses on their view of the
innocence of childhood. Through
October 13.

Art in the Hall, Shelburne Falls:
Totz, Christin Couture’s portraits
of children play on Victorian
conventions. By appointment at
redtidebluefire@gmail.com.

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shel-
burne Falls: Local Color, mem-
bers’ exhibit celebrating the colors
of autumn, through October.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel-
burne Falls: New Nocturnal
Paintings, by Chris Hill, and Artful
Harvest, photography by Laurie
Miles. Through October.

Shelburne Buckland Commu-
nity Center: Bridge of Flowers
Art Show, benefit sale and show
with work by over 60 artists to
help fund renovations to the
bridge. October 14 and 15 from
10 a.m.to 5 p.m.

Montague Gommunity Television News

Iset’s Get Real

By HANNAH BROOKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - Help
make Channel 9 a surfing destina-
tion! We need help from all of you
interesting and intelligent commu-
nity members to make our commu-
nity television station reflect our
real community.

Sure, the town board meetings
cover an important sliver, but your
community involvement is what
keeps the station active! Commu-
nity members are always welcome
to submit their videos to be aired on
Channel 9, as well as featured on
the MCTV Vimeo page.

If you have any ideas for films,
MCTV is always available to as-
sist in local video production as

well. Cameras, tripods, and lighting
equipment are available for check-
out, and filming and editing assis-
tance can be provided.

All that said, we do, of course,
have board and committee meetings
posted. Find our recent recordings
of the Montague and Gill select-
boards on our Vimeo page.

And if you’re looking for more
ways to get involved, consider join-
ing the MCTV Board! If you would
like to stop in for a meeting, even
just to check the vibe, email info-
montaguetv@gmail.com for a link
to the Zoom.

You can also call us at (413) 863-
9200, follow us on Facebook, or
find us on Instagram @montaguec-
ommunitytv.

76 episodes

ROOT YOGA STUDIO

51 11 THST., TURNERS FALLS

413.676.9076

ROOT-YOGA-STUDIO.COM

NEW STUDENT SPECIAL
THREE CLASSES FOR $30

are now available!

Castbox, and elsewhere...

The Montague Reporter Podcast

Look for us on
Apple/iTunes, Spotify,
Stitcher, Anchor,

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Accident On Dash Cam; Lots of Redactions This Week;
“First Amendment Auditors” Target Private Business?

Monday, 9/25

11:37 am. 911 caller from
Park Villa Drive reports
being threatened by her

neighbor. Verbal argu-
ment. Both parties advised
of options.

12:14 p.m. Report from
East Main Street of stolen
keys and medication. Caller
called back to report that
her keys have been located.
11:36 p.m. Caller states
that a skunk was attacked
by a dog on Third Street;
skunk is severely injured
and unable to move off of
the sidewalk. Skunk gone
on arrival.

Tuesday, 9/26

12:02 a.m. Caller from
Keith Apartments states
the woman next door is
yelling, screaming, and
banging on doors. All qui-
et upon arrival; no answer
at door.

7:30 a.m. Caller from wa-
ter department advising
of a black truck parked in
front of their gate; no one
inside. Caller called back
and stated the truck had
left, but they left a bunch
of trash on the ground
before leaving.

8:38 a.m. 911 caller from
Marshall Street reporting
that somebody just ran
into their house and they
are now outside talking
with his wife; they do not
know this person. Offi-
cer advising that an SUV
crashed into the front
porch of the house; re-
questing EMS and FD re-
spond. Officer requesting
Rau’s to tow vehicle.

9:40 am. DPW respond-
ing to pick up a dead
skunk on the sidewalk at
Third and Canal Streets.
3:14 pm. Numerous 911
calls reporting that a ve-
hicle struck a teenager on
Millers Falls Road. Teen-
ager is currently on the
ground, conscious and
alert, has injuries. Trans-
ferred to Control. Officer
requesting Millers Falls
Road be shut down at Hen-
ry and Edward Avenues.
Mutual aid requested. Of-
ficer requests to contact
CARS and also see if the
truck team needs to re-
spond because there was a
trailer involved. Copied via
radio; Life Flight en route.
Officers following up at in-
volved addresses. All units
clear; vehicle towed. Re-
ceived call from female who
states she has dash cam
footage of the accident;
she had gone home to make
sure it recorded before say-
ing anything. Officer ad-
vised; caller will email foot-
age to him. Investigated.
3:17 p.m. Caller reports
that her vehicle was stolen
from in front of an address
on Park Street. Caller
called back and advised ve-
hicle has not been stolen;
apologized for the mistake.
4:01 p.m. Received relay
call; caller from Avenue A
states that a man wearing
a black hoodie is sitting
on her steps and drink-

ing a beer. Advised caller
that officers are busy with
emergency calls at this
time. Report taken.
7:14  pm. Caller
Turnpike Road reporting
that he heard a loud bang
come from outside, and he
thought it was an accident,
but he found his mailbox
destroyed and parts of it
on the lawn. Investigated.

7:30 p.m. Caller states that
someone claiming they
were from the US Mar-
shals Service called her to-
day. They tried to scam her
out of $1,400 by saying she
had a warrant and telling
her to buy a gift card and
give them the info from the
card. They also stated that
the Montague PD would
come to her house to arrest

from

her on the warrant. Caller
refused to give the informa-
tion and disconnected the
call. Report taken.

11:38 p.m. MPD officer as-
sisting Erving PD with an
intoxicated male who fell
on Old State Road.
‘Wednesday, 9/27

9:08 a.m. Caller states that
while walking down the al-
leyway along the canal off
Eleventh Street, a man was
telling his dog to “get her,”
and the dog was barking
aggressively at her. Area
checked; unable to locate
person or dog.

3:25 pm. Caller states
that on the 1st she was
at Nouria and a person
pick-pocketed her; she is
nervous about returning to
the store on the Ist again.
Caller states there is video
footage of the male party.
Officer advised.

3:47 pm. 911 caller states
he was just attacked by an
older male; states he does
not need an ambulance,
but he was pushed to the
ground and punched in the
face. Situation occurred in
school. Caller advised to
speak with school resource
officer. Officer spoke with
father, who states he doesn’t
want a report at this time.
Advised of options.

5:17 p.m. Report of multi-
ple people loitering outside
Food City and bothering
customers; caller requests
they be moved along. Gath-
ering dispersed.

5:55 p.m. Caller from East
Main Street states a male
just had her pinned up
against her car and was
threatening to punch her.
Caller states he also ad-
mitted to messing with her
plants. Report taken.

8:15 p.m. 911 caller states
that a male is standing in
Federal Street near Gunn
Road trying to make cars
go off the road. Male de-
scribed as wearing a green
shirt and cargo pants with
dark hair and tattoos all
over. Caller states he had
something in his hand and
made her go into the oth-
er lane. Caller states there
was no sign of a vehicle
in the area and she didn’t
teel comfortable stopping
alone. Officers checked

area; nobody matching de-
scription located.

8:35 p.m. Officer conduct-
ing motor vehicle stop on
Federal Street near Gunn
Road. A male party was ar-
rested. [ Details redacted.’]
9:13 p.m. Multiple calls
about a male party trying
to break into an apart-
ment on Fourth Street
and making threatening
statements. Three females
being uncooperative and
unwilling to give state-
ments. Courtesy transport
to Greenfield provided to
male. Summons issued.
[ Details redacted.]
Thursday, 9/28

1:39 a.m. Caller reports
that she went to get into
her vehicle at Avenue A
and Fourth Street and
move it, and while driv-
ing she noticed something
wrong with the wheels.
Caller states she got out
of the vehicle after a short
drive and observed that all
of her tires were popped
with a knife. Caller states
that they located a steak
knife in front of the door
and took a picture of
it. Caller believes that a
certain party may have
done this to the vehicle.
Ofticer
party fill out a written
statement. Summons is-
sued. [ Details redacted.’]
6:25 am. 911 caller from
N Street states he can hear

advises female

a male and female argu-
ing loudly. Caller states
he heard female party yell
“Get off me!” and heard
a male party state “You
fucking hit me.” Officers
advised. Officer spoke to
mother of one of the in-
volved parties, who advises
that the parties both fled
chasing each other running
toward Cumberland Farms.
Spoke with involved parties
and determined that noth-
ing physical occurred. All
parties have separated and
gone their own ways.

6:09 p.m. Caller from Ave-
nue A states that a woman
who lives nearby is trying
to intimidate her outside
of her apartment. Officer
spoke to caller, who just
wants the incident on re-
cord for now.

6:55 p.m. Caller states she
was verbally and physi-
cally assaulted and pushed
down the stairs at the Five
Eyed Fox. When caller was
asked her name, she hung
up. Caller called back and
stated that the incident had
occurred about four years
ago, but that today she went
to get food and was told by
the owner that she can’t be
there and to go away.

7:26 p.m. Caller from East
Main Street states she
backed into another vehicle
and the owner of that car
is becoming aggressive and
threatening her. No dam-
age to vehicle; owner con-
firmed. Investigated.

7:51 pm. Caller from
Turners Falls Road lo-
cated approximately 25
grams of cocaine on his
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property. Officer seized it.
Friday, 9/29

1:51 am. Employee at
Nouria advises multiple
people with flashlights
and wearing masks out-
side building. Caller states
he confronted the individ-
uals, who did not reply to
his questions. Caller states
he then requested them to
leave the property; howev-
er, they have not complied.
Officer advises he located
two individuals who are
filming the involved loca-
tion and are believed to be
First Amendment auditors.
Officer inquired whether
they needed any assistance
and received no response.
Employee advised to ig-
nore them at this time. Offi-
cer back off at location; ad-
vises store clerk went out-
side after PD arrival and
confronted people again.
Report taken.

11:24 am. 911 caller states
that someone hit his car
while he was shopping
at Family Dollar and did
some damage. Caller not
sure if damage happened
today or possibly last night.
Report taken.

1:28 pam. Animal
trol officer advising he
returned to an N Street

con-

address to conduct a fol-
low-up, but there was no
answer at the door.

2:08 p.m. Section of Mon-
tague City Road that runs
parallel to the golf course
is flooding again. DPW
notified and putting barri-
cades out. TFFD advised.
6:23 p.m. 911 caller report-
ing large tree down block-
ing three-quarters of the
road near the speed sign
at Hatchery and Turners
Falls roads. DPW advised.
Rau’s called in stating they
hooked it with a truck and
pulled it out of the road.
DPW updated.

9:15 pm. 911 caller states
male from J Street pulled a
knife on her. She is now at
the post office on Avenue
A. Officer transporting
female party to residence.
Officer spoke to involved
male party, who denies any
knife being involved. Party
very open and honest and
states female had picked
up drugs from him and
was back looking for more,
potentially drugs or mon-
ey. She did not have a ride
home and was upset.
Sunday, 10/1

5:35 pm. 911 caller states
that two residents are
fighting in the hallway at
Wentworth ~ Congregate
Housing. Officer advises
it was a verbal dispute be-
tween the two parties.

5:56 p.m. Report of two
women looking in vehicles
in parking lot on J Street.
9:58 pm. 911 caller states
that there are two or three
people in the G Street al-
leyway yelling to call the
police; unknown what the
situation is. Officer spoke to
involved male, who stated
that he is all set and does
not need any assistance.
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fallen away, and taken with it most of reali-
ty. Off went minor worries, gone were plans
for the rest of the day with imaginary sched-
ules and anticipations of lunch. I was lost in
the fog, suspended in time, nowhere to go,
just to stand there and wonder.

That was some fog, and short-lived.

The curtain lifted just as quickly as it had
come. Back were the dunes, back were the
sandpipers, and back was the picnic basket —
being raided and emptied by the vigilant gulls!

This first week of October has been thus:
bright sunshine early, then the next day back
to bright fog, heavy dew and mist. Change
is almost always good, but being yanked
around by this climate that grows more
weird every day can drive you crazy.

Last week we broke a house rule by start-
ing our first fire in the fireplace, not being
able to wait until October 1. The continu-
al rains kept the indoors damp, and a fire
warmed our bones and the house.

And now we’re being told that we will
likely break heat records for this date, with
temperatures getting up into the 80s.

though the magenta-colored chokeberries are
doing what they should, growing great clus-
ters of tempting fruit meant only for lingering
catbirds, other shrubs are not so sure. Our hol-
ly bushes have begun putting out faint white
blossoms, and old friend Joe Williams tells me
that up at the old Williams homestead in Gill,
his lilacs are even blooming! Go figure.

With only one week of promised good
weather ahead, many of us are scrambling to
take care of summer chores delayed because
of rain. We bring more dried wood up from
the lower pasture, and wonder if we will get
around to putting a fresh coat of red trim on
the old piazza, or just let it go another year.
No more apples to bring in — they began
dropping too early. But they sit in sacks in the
front hall, bringing the ancient autumn scent
indoors while they wait to be turned into ap-
plesauce by the woman of the house.

This morning fog will lift; bright sunshine
is a promise. The fog and mist mark the pause
in the season, though nature has yet to really
stand still to take stock of the passing year.

We will make our proverbial
hay while the elusive October sun

MR Wrapping Paper Edition

Artist Proiile #1

By REPORTER STAFF

This summer we invited
people to submit design pro-
posals for a special Wrapping
Paper Edition, to be printed
in November. This fundrais-
er for the Montague Reporter
will feature full-color designs
printed on double pages of
newsprint, meant to wrap
presents in. Seven of these pages will fea-
ture the work of local artists chosen from the
dozens of entries we received.

We are so excited to bring these won-
derful designs to life in this special issue,
which will go to press in the third week of
November!

Sarah Adam’s winning design is a vibrant
painting of birds in the branches ofablue tree.
We asked each artist to answer the same

MR: What would you want
your wrapping paper to say,
and feel like, for the person it
is being gifted to?

SA: This wrapping paper
was created by a local artist,
who is also reaching out to wish
you all the happiness on this
special day. Enjoy your gift!

MR: What gifts would you
want to receive wrapped in your paper?
SA: Local art and handmade crafts! And
books. So many books.

MR: What other gifts have newspapers
given you over the years?

SA: Newspapers gave me my first job out
of college, setting me on my career path in
graphic design. I’ve also received several
birthday gifts wrapped in the funny pages,

Mother
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Nature seems puzzled. Even

shines.

J

#LXIll: Charles Dube

of The Dispossessed

Interview by J. BURKETT

TURNERS FALLS - A year or
S0 ago we interviewed Leigh Greg-
ory, who was the singer in a band II-
iked a lot as a kid, The Dispossessed.
They were a Connecticut-based band
with a “goth rock” kind of sound.

It was so fun talking to Leigh and
going back in time that at some point
| started talking to the drummer, too.
Charles Dube has a better memory
about some things, so he helped fill
in some gaps from the last interview.

So! Fasten your seatbelts and
get ready to jump into the writ-
ten-word time machine... We are
headed to mid-"80s Connecticut,
when the Dispossessed, Chron-
ic Disorder, and Jack Tragic were
playing around the state....

MMM: Hi Charles! What are
some early memories of the Dis-
possessed? You did 30 or so shows,
right? And almost all were in CT?

CD: I recall that we played mostly
in CT —the New Haven and Hartford
area. Places like 36 Lewis Street, the
Grotto, Pentangle Pub. We were do-
ing shows about once every week or
two during 1986.

In MA we played one show at the
Zone in Springfield, when Leigh was
in California recovering from an ill-
ness. It’s funny — I work right across
the street from that building now.
It wasn’t our best show, and sadly
I think it was Jeremy’s last, that |
know of, before he passed away.

MMM: I’ll have to research that
venue. | just saw you guys at UConn,
and heard you play live on WHUS. |
heard you would do rock covers —do
you remember any of the songs you

did? I guess the Doors song on the
LP came from that?

CD: We mostly did original mu-
sic. Our first single, however, was
“Being for the Benefit of Mr. Kite.”
The Doors cover came from a mu-
tual admiration of the band. “Ghosts
of Princes in Towers” by the Rich
Kids was another cover we did, at
least for practices. But we focused
on Leigh and Jeremy’s composi-
tions, for the most part. I think any
lawyers that would try to sue us for
money made off of those record-
ings would end up owing us.

MMM: You said you have some
solo Leigh recordings. Did you help
him record? Did he do many solo
shows? | remember he played at
Populous Pudding...

CD: I loved that venue. If | recall
correctly, Leigh’s first solo record-
ings were done in his living room
with my Tascam four-track. We had
very little for equipment, and in fact
we brought the first demos to a stu-
dio just to get some reverb added!

At this point | had sold my drums
and was playing a Roland Alpha
Juno 2 for strings and piano-ish
tones. | played that keyboard at the
Populous Pudding show. Honestly,
we didn’t think that one went over
very well and both dove out of the
place to grab a drink in my car as fast
as we could. But apparently most
were pretty pleased with it.

Leigh played some other shows
around without me, such as at the
Cool Moose, which was former-
ly the 270 West. | enjoyed sitting
those out in the audience, which |
think was better for him. Leigh later
had heard about Jim Chapdelaine’s
Multi-Music studio in West Hart-

three questions:

and it always made me happy.

ford, and that led to a series of ses-
sions circa 1990 we did along with
Jim, the late Drew Glackin on bass,
Michael O’Rourke on drums, and
Grasshopper from Mercury Rev on
additional guitar. | helped with en-
gineering and keyboards.

Those recordings, | think, set
the tone for Leigh’s subsequent
music to this day — he had found
his post-Dispossessed sound. I’m
really proud of that period and was
glad to be involved in those ses-
sions. Leigh wrote some great ma-
terial, and we were really getting to
learn the studio.

MMM: What’s the story behind
Chronic Disorder? What were you
guys inspired by?

CD: The Chronic Disorder story
is a long one, and continues to this
day. I can only speak about my time,
which was for the first “official” gigs
and two EPs. Jason Nottingham, the
songwriter, singer and guitarist, was
from my home town and was heavi-
ly into the Clash and Heartbreakers,
which was our starting point. God —
how fresh that stuff was!

We played some gigs at Trin-
ity College, and a few area clubs.
There was a scene growing along
with bands like the Target Cells,
October Days, Bell System, Mo-
tiv-8, 76% Uncertain, Lost Genera-
tion, the Painted Saints, and Brave
New World. In a short period of
time we recorded the aformen-
tioned EPs, the first featuring Ja-
son’s “The Final Line,” which was
played on WRTC, WLIR, and oth-
er college radio. It’s been on many
compilations.

For me, the finest moment was
playing at CBGB’s, which the band
repeated again a year or two later.
One of the early gigs was with a
band called AWOL, opening for the
Joneses from LA. That band featured
a young Moby, and we both discov-
ered we were mutual Joy Division
fanatics. When we started to turn
toward a fast hardcore sound (i.e. 7
Seconds) | decided to leave.

MMM: How about Jack Tragic?

CD: Many months later Jack
Tragic, of the “I Kill Hippies”
single fame, asked me to join the
Unfortunates after they had lost
a drummer. At this time Jack was
really into an Alice Cooper, Dolls,
"70s NY style of punk which |
loved, so | said yes, and had an en-
joyable year-plus with that group.

We played the Agora Ballroom,

opened for TSOL, played to some
biker audiences, and had a good
time. Jack was very charismatic
and had a great stage presence. But
things changed again — a turn to
hardcore, plus other things — and |
decided to leave.

MMM: So then the Dispossessed
was after that?

CD: A few months later | heard
the Dispossessed demo in a record
store in West Hartford, and thought
I would dig being with them. And
| certainly did. We eventually re-
leased a single, “Mr. Kite,” with
a song Leigh and | wrote, “Circus
Nights,” on the B-side.

After Jeremy passed we released
a compilation of the many studio
sessions we had in the can, Sister
Mary. We had recorded at several
places like Trod Nossel and a cou-
ple of well-equipped home studios
around Connecticut... The idea was
to get a label. We almost had some-
thing with an offshoot of Enigma,
but didn’t really have the glossies,
etc. together, so it fell apart.

Keith Grave had distribution con-
nections, so we released the LP as
a tribute to Jeremy on Keith’s own
label, and then Di-Di out of Greece
picked it up.... My guess is the initial
run (on Dagger) was 1,000 copies.
Keith has also had Dispossessed ma-
terial appearing on many compila-
tions worldwide over the years.

Jack took the Unfortunates to
NYC, and Jason took Chronic Dis-
order to the upper Northwest. I fin-
ished up my art degree and ended
up working on Leigh’s solo work
until he relocated to San Diego,
and later San Francisco. We remain
close friends to this day, something
I’m very thankful for.

I haven’t spoken to Jack in a
while, but I am in touch with Ja-
son. A few years ago he used some
of my lyrics in a song on their last
LP (Electric Victorians). | recorded
some solo tracks — a few albums’
worth — and released a couple of
CDs in the 2000s.

Leigh continues to write and re-
cord with his solo CDs. He’s had
many other projects such as Mem-
ory’s Mystic Band, Miles From No-
where, Mellow Drunk, and White
Sails. His work today is very mature
and developed — he’s doing great.

MMM: Yeah. So, any other sto-
ries about playing or going to shows
in Connecticut back then?

CD: It was a pretty wild time.
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| played frisbee with Grant from
Husker Du in western Mass. After
my time, Chronic Disorder opened
for Suicidal Tendencies in Boston
— | tagged along as photographer
— plus there was a fairly involved
tour in the US.

The number of bands | saw or
hung with is pretty long, but U2, the
Circle Jerks (thanks Gary), TSOL,
the Ramones, Black Flag, the
Godfathers, the Beat Farmers, the
Freeze, CIA, Lost Generation, Sac-
charine Trust, Legal Weapon, Octo-
ber Faction, and DC3 come to mind.

And | saw many bands in Bos-
ton, Providence, and NYC: Pajama
Slave Dancers, Smash Gladys, the
Damned, Beat Farmers, the Blasters,
and several others. It was a time of
all-ages shows and leather jackets,
which created some friction with law
enforcement from time to time.

Chronic Disorder rented a VFW
hall, if I recall correctly, in Broad-
brook, CT. This was near the home
of the KKK’s Imperial Wizard at
the time. We had a show with Lost
Generation and several other bands.
Some neighbor freaked and called
the police, and soon the place was
swarmed with cops.

| grabbed my kit and was lucky.
One of my friends, who was far
more Mod than Punk in regards to
dress, was clobbered and booked.
I saw him the following Monday
sporting an officially police-award-
ed black eye. This was one of the
nicest guys you could meet, and the
injustice pisses me off to this day.
Some were arrested. All of the mon-
ey collected for the show went to
getting the black boot scuffmarks
off the floor. Who said we never
cleaned up after ourselves?

Chronic Disorder later did
events including helping out some
Finnish and Italian bands when
they came to town. There certainly
was a zeigeist to the time — DIY.

I’ll give credit to Jason, Jack, and
Leigh. They certainly did it them-
selves... well, with some support
staff. Honestly, | became disenchant-
ed with the “punk” scene by the
mid-’80s, especially with the asshole
jocks who invaded the slam dancing
pits — once a lot of fun, where people
actually looked out for each other.

I was fairly uninterested with
what was coming out by the late
’80s, and became uninvolved in any
scenes after that. Even Rollins refer-
ences that period with some disdain,
which is possibly why he never got
back with [Greg] Ginn. So it goes.
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Photos and captions by
CHIP AINSWORTH
Saturday was Northfields
350th Anniversary parade.
Our correspondent sent photos!
Michael Cameron of
Cameron’s Winery,
all dressed up for the
ride down Main Street.
No farms, no farm girls on tractors!
Brian Bordner of "I'ri-State Precision
shows off his 1967 Ford M151-A1
Military Utility Tactical Truck.
8
5}
&
S Shriners are dedicated to helping
2 children and families in need, but
< also like to have fun driving mini-
cars and doing daredevil stunts.
Evel Knievel they’re not!
HEARTFELT from page B1 were grown as ornamentals. By the Although the US and Britain
conquistadors from Mexico to south- 18" century tomatoes made it to weren’t initially keen on tomatoes,
ern Europe. It’s possible the explorer  Britain’s North American colonies, they became a staple in European
Cortez may have brought ornamen-  but it wasn’t until the late 19" cen- cuisine. In Italy, they featured in
tal tomato seeds to Europe in 1519.  tury that they became more highly caprese salads and marinara sauce;
Early on in Britain, tomatoes regarded in America. in France they were cooked in win-
ter casseroles and ratatouille, a to-
L ‘e mato-based vegetable stew; and in §
DAD ) S FAM O U S Spain they are an important ingredi- =
ent in gazpacho, a cold tomato soup, =
SPAGHETTI SAU CE and the national dish paella. In the ‘g’
Middle East they’re grilled with ke- g

1 Ib. sweet Italian sausage
1 Ib. ground beef

1 med. onion, chopped

6 cloves of garlic, minced

Chop the sausage into bite-size
pieces. Brown the meat, drain the
fat, and dump into a large pot.
Saute the onion and garlic and
add to the pot.

If you have fresh herbs and/
or your own tomatoes, tomato
sauce, and paste, use that. Other-

wise, add in:

Homemade tomato sance bubbling on the stove. This is the time of year to make it.

1 28-0z can of tomato sauce

1 14.5-0z can diced tomatoes

1 small can tomato paste
chopped celery tops

1 sprig rosemary, or 1 tsp. dried
2 sprigs oregano, or 1 Thsp. dried
salt and pepper to taste

fresh basil to taste

This recipe is an unusual case
where a whole can of paste is called
for! Simmer for two hours, spoon-
ing fat off the top. Season to taste,
and serve over spaghetti noodles.

babs, and from Mexico comes salsa,
pico de gallo, and spicy mole sauce.

In the late 1890s a man named
Joseph Campbell started a business
that would evolve into the Camp-
bell Soup Company. After canning
and selling ketchup he released
his first line of condensed soups,
which included tomato.

In the 1920s Chef Ettore Bioar-
di, an Italian-born chef with a pop-
ular restaurant in Cleveland, Ohio,
was asked so often to sell his toma-
to sauce that he eventually built a
processing plant and sold the sauce
under his own name. Complaints
that his name was too hard to pro-
nounce led it to be changed to Chef
Boyardee.

Today, more than 189 million
metric tons of tomatoes are produced
globally, with about 1.4 million pro-
duced in the US alone. California
and Florida are the largest commer-
cial producers. The average Amer-
ican consumes about 31 pounds of
tomatoes a year, though some avoid
consuming this member of the night-
shade family as a chemical alkaloid
it contains can exacerbate certain
medical conditions.

Tomatoes have even had their
Hollywood debut as killers in the
film Attack of the Killer Tomatoes,
and since 1998 they have been used

Tomatoes are, of conrse, one of the traditional ingredients on pigza.

This is a pigza made on homemade focaccia bread.

to rate movies on rottentomatoes.
com with the “Tomatometer” mea-
surement of quality, which awards a
fresh red tomato for a 60% or more
positive rating, while anything less
receives a green splat.

Tomatoes can be prepared in so
many ways. The British love their
breakfast “fry up” with eggs, sau-
sages, and grilled tomatoes. Toma-
toes are also delicious fried — slice
green tomatoes, dip them in beaten
egg and breadcrumbs, and fry them
to a golden brown — sauteed, roast-
ed, in sauces, soups, casseroles or
stews, or sliced in a salad or paired
with mozzarella, olive oil, a pinch
of salt and a basil leaf.

This year | got a lot of free tomato
starts and was pleasantly surprised
to have one very prolific orange
cherry variety that is the sweetest to-
mato I’ve ever eaten. A big bow! of
them stays on the kitchen counter for
snacking throughout the day.

One of my favorite tomato dishes
is made by roasting them with olive
oil, garlic, and rosemary. I slice small
to medium tomatoes in half across
the middle, sprinkle them with top-
pings, and set them in the oven at

200° for a few hours until they melt
into tart, savory, salty deliciousness.
Spread a spoonful on crackers or
toasted sourdough bread, and I guar-
antee you’ll swoon at the flavors.

So go ahead and can yourself
some of this year’s luscious to-
matoes. Buy a box of seconds and
go to town. Label, date, and stack
them in a cool dark place. Then,
imagine cracking open a jar of that
ruby red sauce on a cold winter’s
day when you’re hankering for a
big pot of chili, and enjoying the
tangy scent of summer filling your
senses and your Kitchen.

Here’s my Dad’s Famous Spa-
ghetti Sauce recipe. He used to
make it a few times a year on a
Sunday, leaving it simmering all
day on the stove while he watched
college football, rooting for his be-
loved USC team.

Trouble Mandeson lives in
Greenfield with her wifey and their
newly adopted cat Peeps. She vol-
unteers for local nonprofits to cook
and feed those in the com-
munity, and loves to write,
copyedit, and create art.
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Sneaky Greaseballs Deliver an RNNA Revolution

By SPENCER SHORKEY

MILLERS FALLS - Paired with the ever-expanding hu-
man knowledge of the biological mechanisms driving the cells
that make us up has been a growing number of possibilities to
affect that biology, and to remedy disease states. One novel
therapeutic paradigm, emerging from decades of research and
engineering, involves lipid nanoparticle (LNP) carrier sys-
tems and their engineered ribonucleic acid (RNA) cargo.

You have probably heard of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA),
the nanoscopic informational blueprint or coded program that
ultimately controls the behavior of our microscopic cells. If
DNA s to a cell like a brain is to a human, RNA would be like
our thoughts, and the protein molecular machines produced
by RNA translation would be like our actions.

Small-molecule drugs, the backbone of medicine over the
last century, affect cells by getting stuck in these protein mo-
lecular machines and jamming them. Therapeutic use of LNP
delivery vehicles for RNA brings game-changing possibilities
to medicine: the ability to directly influence the cellular pro-
duction of protein molecular machines, which can be much
more powerful than just jamming some of them.

e N

Mind, thought, action: A cells nanoscopic deoxyribonucleic acid
(DN.A) templates ribonucleic acid messengers (mRINA), which
are translated into protein molecular components and machinery.

K PUBLIC DOMAIN IMAGE/

Engineering the RNA-LNP

One of the roadblocks to getting these delivery systems to
work turned out to be figuring out which chemical modifica-
tions to add to these exogenous RNA messages (MRNA) to pre-
vent the cells from just destroying them as soon as they enter.

The key modification turned out to be swapping out one
of the four main “letters,” uridine, with the slightly remixed
letter pseudouridine. This week the Nobel Prize in Medicine
celebrates this very discovery, going to Katalin Kariké and
Drew Weissman for their discoveries of the importance of
these RNA modifications.

Successful RNA delivery demanded more than chemical
tweaks alone. It also necessitated the development of stable
and covert carrier systems, akin to Trojan horses, capable of
navigating the body’s fluids and cellular barriers. Over the past
decade various delivery systems have been developed, includ-
ing gold and polymer-based systems at UMass Ambherst, but
the true victor emerged in the form of LNPs.

LNPs have been developed to possess the ideal balance of
charge, slipperiness, and stealth, allowing them to traverse
bodily fluids undetected. They must reach the cell’s mem-
brane barrier, infiltrate the cells and escape initial contain-
ment, and release their vital RNA cargo within — a triumph
of biomolecular engineering.

e N

The discovery of the psendonridine chemical
modification of RINA was worth a Nobel Prize.

KCC IMAGE BY WIKIMEDIA USER FDARDEL
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An mMRNA-LNP has a size of around 50 nanometers,
which is much too small for a traditional light microscope
to see, but can be visualized well under an electron micro-

-
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KL‘NPJ' containing mRINA are sized using electron microscopy.

scope, as seen in the accompanying image. These spherical
particles have a few layers: the outer layer is composed of a
relatively slippery polyethylene glycol coat, which is chemi-
cally linked to the outside of a lipid bilayer, which surrounds
a layer of MRNA complexed with ionizable lipids.

RNA Vaccines

Traditional vaccines have long been the cornerstone of dis-
ease prevention, offering effective protection against a multi-
tude of infectious agents. They typically consisted of weak-
ened or inactivated pathogens, or fragments thereof, aiming to
stimulate the immune system to mount a protective response.

The mRNA-LNP vaccines, such as those developed for
COVID-19, introduce to the cell a snippet of modified RNA
that encodes a part of the target pathogen’s genetic material
— the infamous spike protein, in the case of COVID-19. This
genetic message instructs our cells to produce this piece of the
pathogen, which is said to be harmless, priming our immune
system to recognize this “antigen” and to generate antibodies
and immune cells to combat it.

These vaccines can be swiftly designed and manufactured,
offering a speed advantage helpful in responding to emerging
threats. Clinical trials and real-world data have demonstrat-
ed their impressive efficacy and safety profiles in the case of
COVID-19, demonstrating around 80% fewer hospitalizations
for those COVID-19 cases among vaccinated people.

-
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Left: An electron microscope image of
a coronavirus coated with spike proteins.

N Right: An influenza virus coated with hemagglutinin proteins. )
Influenza vaccines have been notoriously hit-or-miss as their
viral surface antigen, hemagglutinin (HA), can vary substantial-
ly in different strains. Influenza mRNA-LNP trials are currently
underway that combine mRNA coding for HA from a variety
of strains, as well as other more conserved influenza antigens.
Cancer mRNA vaccines are also currently in clinical de-
velopment, with at least a dozen trials ongoing. Cancer vac-
cines try to induce an immune response against tumor-specific
antigens, leading a tumor-clearing response by the immune
system as well as establishing immunological memory.

RNA Silencers

Another use for RNA-LNPs is RNA interference: prevent-
ing the production of proteins altogether, through a process
of sticking to and blocking a targeted mRNA. Under this ap-
proach, “small interfering RNA” (siRNA) are delivered that
silence specific genes responsible for diseases. The 2006 No-
bel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to Andrew
Fire and Craig Mello for their discovery of RNA interference.

One recent high-profile siRNA approval was inclisiran, orig-
inally developed by Alnylam Pharmaceuticals to lower blood
cholesterol. It works by silencing production of PCSK9, which
leads to an increase in clearance of blood lipids and cholester-
ol by liver cells, and it only needs to be given twice per year;

previously developed antibodies that target PCSK9 must be ad-
ministered biweekly. APCSK9 gene therapy, which would only
need to be undertaken once in a lifetime, is also in clinical trials.

People with Huntington’s disease inherit a certain chro-
mosome from their parents containing at least 30 repetitions
of the DNA sequence “CAG,” encoding a protein with a
long, repetitive string of glutamines. The prevailing hypoth-
esis has been that this aberrant protein is toxic to brain cells,
resulting in debilitating neurodegeneration. Ongoing siRNA
trials which block this protein’s production may shed light
on this hypothesis in the coming years.

e N

The Huntington’s gene becomes disease-related when over
30 repeats of the DNA sequence CAG are present.

These translate to polymer repeats of the amino acid glutamine.
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Vaccine Conspiracy Theories

In addition to the general concern over government man-
dates infringing on personal freedom, there have also been
conspiracy theories surrounding the COVID-19 vaccines
and mRNA-LNP medicine in general. | know the “conven-
tional” wisdom is not to give such conspiracies any air, but
where better to discuss them than immediately following a
wealth of facts on the matter?

Microchips/surveillance: This theory suggests that the mR-
NA-LNP also contained microchips or nanotechnology for
tracking people. I have never heard of any that can fit through
a syringe needle and transmit some sort of signal, radio or oth-
erwise. I’ll tell you what, though: I’ll get a bit of the next vac-
cine and put it under an electron microscope to see if anything
weird is there. That should give a ground truth on this one.

Side effects: Some individuals worry about potential long-
term side effects of RNA vaccines and gene therapies. There
have been a few cases, at the few-in-a-million rate, which is
considered at least as safe as vaccines which had come before.

Altered DNA: There is a misconception that the RNA
vaccines alter a person’s DNA. In reality, the mRNA that
is delivered is for a coronavirus spike protein, and not for
any gene-editing machinery. While it is possible to execute
a gene edit by delivering mRNA that codes for gene-editing
machinery, it would have to be a pretty deep supervillain plot
to sneak those mMRNA sequences into a vaccine.

Fortunately, we can test the RNA in a vaccine to deter-
mine if it is the correct sequence. I’ll run the next vaccine
through a nanopore sequencer to see if there are any strange
sequences there.

Regulation: Critics argue that the rapid development and
approval of RNA vaccines for COVID-19 bypassed necessary
safety protocols, including years of trials typically mandated by
the FDA. | agree that this was, in principle, a risk. However,
we already knew that RNA-LNP delivery vehicles were safe
from a history of prior clinical trials beginning in 2013. So the
question is more about the safety of the spike protein expression
resulting from the vaccine. If you get the virus, which most of
us have by now, your body will also get a heavy dose of spike
protein, so this doesn’t seem like a big additional risk.

Some people are concerned that pharmaceutical companies
prioritize profits over public health. To that I say, we live in
America, where our Supreme Court feels that corporations are
people, and government agencies don’t mind allowing gain-
of-function virus research. What could go wrong?
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The Reporter is looking for vol-
unteers to help us curate this
listing. Interested? Contact us at
editor@montaguereporter.org!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5

10 Forward, Greenfield: Asher
White, Silvie's Okay, Dollflower.
$. 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Major Stars, Jeffrey Alexander
& the Heavy Lidders, Bhajan
Bhoy. (Moved from the Shea.)
$.7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6

Brattleboro Gallery Walk, Brat-
tleboro: The Gaslight Tinkers.
Free. 6 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Drew Paton. No cover. 6:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
New England Repertory Or-
chestra. $. 7 p.m.

CitySpace, Easthampton: La
Perla, Gaia Roots, Peace &
Rhythm DJs. $. 7 p.m.

Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Stoner Will & the Narks,
Shagohod, Laini & the Wildfire,
The 413s, Penniless Wild. $.
7:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Two Crows
for Comfort. No cover. 8 p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Kid Psi-
lo, imissmydeadfriends, Cos-
mos Cozzy, indigauxz. $. 8 p.m.

Shutesbury Athletic Club: Wild-
cat O'Halloran. No cover. 8 p.m.

JAN ATAMIAN ILLUSTRATION

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7

Belltower Records, North Ad-
ams: Lupo Citta, Germ House,
Jeffrey Alexander, Luxor Rent-

als, Human Pontiac. $. 1 p.m.

Abandoned Dream, Turners
Falls: Hal Lambert & Mitch-
ell Mobley, Aaron Dooley &
Friends, The Monotonous Ring-
ing. $. 6 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
KISStory. Kiss tribute. $. 7 p.m.

Parlor Room, Northampton: The
Mammals. $. 7:30 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
Danielle Miraglia, Jen Kearney,
Lisa Bastoni $. 8 p.m.

Academy of Music, Northamp-
ton: Primaya Darshini's Periph-
ery, Kimaya Diggs. $. 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Free
Range Cats. No cover. 9:30 p.m.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9

10 Forward, Greenfield: Ava,
Hoonah, bobbie. $ 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10

Stone Church, Brattleboro: The
Nude Party, Old Lady. $. 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11

Stone  Church, Brattleboro:
Courtney Barnett. $. 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12

Cold Spring Hollow, Belcher-
town: Darsombra, Taxidermists,
Knobclaw, Junk Orbit. $. 7 p.m.

Holyoke Media, Holyoke: Fly-
wheel Arts presents mssv, Sky

Furrows, Vex Party. $. 8 p.m.

Dream Away Lodge, Becket: Di-
ane Cluck. No cover. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13

Nova Arts, Keene: Mariee Sou,
Diane Cluck, Simon Gray. $. 7
p.m.

Palladium, Worcester: Suicidal
Tendencies, Judge, H20, End It.
$.6:30 p.m.

Parlor Room, Northampton: Juli-
ana Hatfield. $. 7:30 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Au-
brey Haddard, Ciarra Fragale,
The Burning Sun. $. 8 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14

Pioneer Brewery, Turners Falls:
Lakeside Drive. No cover. 7 p.m.
Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Cinemastorm double feature:

Labyrinth and Legend. Free.
7:30 p.m.

Stone Church, Brattleboro: Ruth
Garbus, Locate S,1. $. 8 p.m.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Sa-
tartia, Lacquerhead, Earthlore.
$.7:30 p.m.

The Drake, Amherst:
Mould. $. 8 p.m.

Dream Away Lodge, Becket: Al-
lysen Callery. No cover. 8 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17

Hutghi's At The Nook, West-
field: Chris Forsyth's Evolution
Band, Sunburned Hand of the
Man. $. 8 p.m.

Bob

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION

Submit your comics (and puzzles) to editor@montaguereporter.org.

Original & local creations only, please!

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
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CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Wes Brown & Friends. No cov-
er. 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19

Tori Town, Holyoke: Leafing,
Jobber, lan St. George Band. $.
7 p.m.

Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro: Da-
mon & Naomi, Wet Tuna, Dredd
Foole. $. 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20

Dream Away Lodge, Becket:
Mirah. No cover. 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21

Spinner Park, Turners Falls:
Tommy Filiault, Jenny Burtis,
Jim McCrae, Adelaide Fay, Bur-
rie Jenkins, Kevin McCarthy &
Bruce Richardson. $. 1 p.m.

Peskeompskut Park, Turners
Falls: Curly Fingers DuPree,
Trailer Park, James Montgomery
Band. Free. 1:15 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Wes Brown & Friends, Stella
Kola. 2 p.m.

Mount Toby Friends Meeting-
house, Leverett: Sara Thom-
sen. $. 7 p.m.

Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-
ers Falls: Hard Knox Band. No
cover. 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22

Stone Church, Brattleboro: Rob-
ber Robber, Rockin Worms, Pe-
rennial, Classicals. $. 6:30 p.m.
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looking forward...

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24

Nova Arts, Keene: Baba Com-
mandant & The Mandingo
Band, Deep Seize. $. 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
Academy of Music, Northamp-

ton: Bruce Cockburn: O Sun
O Moon. $. 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
The Drake, Amherst: Light-
ning Bolt. $. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro:

Gary Higgins, Glenn Jones,
Liam Grant. $. 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10

Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Fancy Trash album re-
lease, Moon Hollow, Chris
Goudreau. $. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Palladium, Worcester: Fish-
bone, GZA. $. 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
The Pharcyde. $. 8:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Toubab Krewe. $. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

Daily Operation, Easthamp-
ton: Armand Hammer, special
guests. $. 8 p.m.

The O's, Sunderland: Subjxct
5, Popo2004, DJ Lucas. $. 8
p.m.
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LISTENING from page B1

attention and encoding memories.”

In another part of the book,
she writes about “guddling” for
thoughts. This wonderful word
comes from her childhood in the
Borders of Scotland, trying to catch
fish with her bare hands in the shal-
lows of a stream. Paying attention
inward to gather thoughts, like
reaching into dark cool waters to
grasp a slippery fish, is a practice
many of the experts she interviews
are familiar with.

“The word listen became a met-
aphor for a much bigger kind of at-
tention. It seemed to me to have to
do with some kind of large-scale re-
ceptivity that in the end was beyond
the simple act of human listening,
something more deeply receptive,”
says McEwen, whose book includes
sections on listening to the dead,
listening to dreams, and listening to
silence. “If you believe John Cage,
then silence contains sound, and
sound contains silence.”

Hearing Our Loneliness

A generation of people have now
grown up with a constant flood of
visual and audio input from cell
phones and earbuds. Where is the
pause? When do they guddle?

“And their parents so often are
filled up with cell phones and plas-
tic plugs in their ears as well,” says
McEwen. “So people have to learn
to be friends in real time again. That
was my underlying thought.”

She goes on to add some sta-
tistics about the epidemic of lone-
liness in the US: “More than half
of all Americans say that nobody
knows them well. The percentage
of people who say they don’t have
close friends has increased four
times since 1990. The percentage
of people who aren’t married or
living with someone has gone up
from 29% in 1990 to 38% in 2019.
So even pre-COVID, people were
feeling isolated and alone, without
someone they feel safe talking to.”

Not only do lonely people feel

afraid to talk with others, they may
also feel afraid of hearing their inner
voices which are sometimes filled
with self-criticism and doubt. Med-
itation may feel threatening, and
slowing down might cause “a whole
mash of old shit to come up, and they
have waves of stuff,” she says.

“| use the image of a pond with
scum on the surface,” McEwen
continues. “If you get down below
the scum, you get into some nice
dark cool water. But that scum
level can scare people — they say,
‘Ugh, I’'m not going there!” and
they get right back into their busy
hustle. Listening inward and out-
ward are crucial, and yet unsup-
ported in lots of ways.”

McEwen says she hopes her
book will offer support to people
in listening, but there is also a sec-
tion offering advice on not listen-
ing. “There is also a gender issue
around listening,” she explains. “As
you know, men tend to talk first and
most. Any good listener has to be
able to say ‘No. No, | am too tired,
I’m not clear-headed right now, you
told me that story before...””

There are consequences to lis-
tening too much, she says, to being
an ear that is too available: you can
end up feeling angry or resentful, or
simply unheard.

The Big Ear

In the process of writing In
Praise of Listening, McEwen was
inspired to break out of the solitude
of writing and take her project out
into the world in the form of a gi-
ant, papier-maché ear. Aided by a
small local grant for activist art, she
made the Bread and Puppet-style
appendage with the help of Jane
Wegscheider and Laura Iveson of
the Art Garden in Shelburne Falls
and brought it out to several farmers
markets in the area.

“It felt tentative and risky,” she
recalls. “Quite honestly, when I set
up my little listening booth, like
Lucy in Peanuts, | didn’t know if
people were going to play along.”

But they did. McEwen reports
that there was always someone
who would sit down to talk, and
often there would be a line. “Peo-
ple were hungry to show up,” she
says.“They are kind of spacious
when they go to a farmers mar-
ket. They are willing to stop and
listen and take note and talk.” Of-
ten, it was just to talk about what
a lovely day it was, but sometimes
people needed to express opinions
that they felt inhibited to talk about
within their own family.

Did any of those conversations
become part of her book? | asked.
McEwen says she initially thought
they might, but then decided she
did not want to turn the gift of these
conversations into a product.

In general, she tells me, she be-
lieves our culture values the eye over
the ear. “I’m just standing up for the
ear!” she says. “It puts you slightly
aslant of the dominant culture.”

No Gobbling

Because | wanted to read the
advance publisher’s copy sent to
me before interviewing McEwen,
I gobbled her book up quickly over
several days. This is not how the
book is meant to be consumed! In
fact, she calls it “indigestible” if it
is read straight through.

Each section of the book is, in

McEwen’s words, “its own con-
tainer,” and centers around one in-
depth interview with other related
stories. The cover itself holds a
message for the ears through the
eyes: “You have to slow down to
read the cover — LIS.TEN.ING.
— and realize what it means,” she
says. “l encourage people to read
the listening book with slowness!”

Events

A book release for Christian
McEwen’s In Praise of Listening
will take place at the Broadside
Bookstore in Northampton next
Wednesday, October 11 from 7 to
8:30 p.m.

She will also be reading from the
book at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October
15 at the Brattleboro Literary Fes-
tival (brattleborolitfest.org); at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, October 18 at
the Meekins Library in Williams-
burg ; and at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 8 at the LAVA Center in
Greenfield.

McEwen will lead a three-ses-
sion writing workshop, “Writing the
Memoir: Listening to the One You
Have Become” beginning on Octo-
ber 13 in Northampton. The work-
shop is limited to 12 people; email
her at christianmcewen@
gmail.com for more infor-
mation or to register.

SUBMITTED IMAGES

McEwen with her giant papier-mdché ear.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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