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SPECIAL INTERESTS

Helping Sort It All Out
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Kaleb Reipold, volunteering at the county fair earlier this month,
loads a bag of sorted containers into a single-stream recycling dumpster.

By JULIA WALKOWICZ

GREENFIELD - When the
annual Franklin County Fair
took place earlier this month,
many people flocked to the rides,
games, and treats offered. How-
ever, 11-year-old Greenfield resi-
dent Kaleb Reipold and his moth-
er Faith were focused on a specif-
ic interest: recycling.

It was the pair’s third year
volunteering at the fair, but Faith
Reipold attests her son’s interest
began way before. “It really start-
ed when he was about two years
old — he’s been full force about
trash, recycling, and compost for
a really long time,” she says. “I
thought it would phase out a little
bit,” she laughs, “but —”

“Never!” Kaleb interjects.

Inspired by her son’s passion,
Faith began to help him incor-
porate recycling into time spent
walking their Doberman, Java.
“My grandparents gave me a wag-

on,” Kaleb explains. “I’d put two
milk crates in it, and one would be
for recycling and one would be for
trash, so I’d just basically clean up
the neighborhood because it would
always get really dirty.”

From his house this walk would
lead Kaleb to the Greenfield city
hall, where he would sort the items
into the appropriate bins. After his
wagon broke, Kaleb took part in
river cleanups and trash walks be-
fore starting as a volunteer at the
Franklin County Fair.

Kaleb and Faith remember their
first year on the job as “dirty — it’s
dirty, sticky, and stinky, but a lot of
fun.” The volunteers work to col-
lect recycling and compost from
30 stations set up around the fair-
grounds, sorting them into their
proper bins for disposal.

Amy Donovan, program direc-
tor of the Franklin County Solid
Waste Management District, leads
the recycling program at the fair,

see SORT page A6

High School Sports Week:
Football Season Kicks Off
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Franklin Tech quarterback Gabe Tomasi passes as Redbawrk defenders
move in. Frontiers 27-22 win last Friday was a nailbiter, with Tech ahead
22-21 until a late fourth-quarter Redhawk tonchdown sealed the game.

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS - Hurri-
cane Lee flooded over coastal New
England this week, causing strong
winds and rain in the Pioneer Val-
ley. As Lee drenched the coast, the
Turners Falls Volleyball Thunder
faced a different Hurricane down
in Amherst.

The Ambherst Hurricanes
drowned out the Thunder 3-1,
handing Turners their first loss of
the season. By Wednesday the Hur-
ricanes seemed to have lost some
steam as Franklin Tech shut out

their field hockey team 6-0.

Also this week, the Franklin
Tech Football Eagles lost a close
one against the Frontier Red Hawks.

Football
Frontier 27 — FCTS 22

Last Friday, the Red Hawks
spoiled Franklin Tech’s home opener
27-22. Even though Tech lost, it was
still a fun game. It was nice seeing
all the old regulars, including Kevin
up in the announcer’s booth and the
Turners Falls/Franklin Tech co-op
cheerleaders revving up the crowd.

see SPORTS page A4

ERVING SELECTBOARD
Erving Voters
Will Consider

$1.83 Million
Tax Override

By KATIE NOLAN

On Monday night, the Erving
selectboard set October 23 as the
date for a special election in which
voters will decide whether to ap-
prove a $1.831 million override for
the FY’24 town budget.

Under the state laws known col-
lectively as Proposition 2%, an over-
ride vote allows a town to increase
the amount it raises by property tax-
es by more than 2.5% in a given year.

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith
and finance committee member
Charles Zilinski estimated this pro-
posed increase to the town’s annual
budget at approximately 17%.

The selectboard plans to hold an
informational meeting on Wednes-
day, October 11, and a special town
meeting will be held October 18 to
appropriate the additional funds for
town departments, contingent on
the override passing.

As they developed the FY’24
budget that was sent to May’s an-
nual town meeting, the selectboard
and fin com found a large gap be-
tween department budget requests
and the town’s projected revenues
from taxes and other sources.

see ERVING page A5

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Son Blames

Town’s Runott
In Near-Fatal
Treefall Event

By JEFF SINGLETON

Monday’s meeting of the Mon-
tague selectboard, which would
be primarily devoted to a review
of the warrant and motions for the
October 10 special town meeting,
began with a “public comment”
about a very large tree that fell last
Friday onto the property of an el-
derly Dell Street resident.

“It nearly killed the landscaper
who had just finished the lawn,”
Ted Skrypek told the board. “And
if it had fallen another 30 feet to
the left, it would have probably
killed my mother, who is 92. It was
a perfectly nice day — no wind —
and the tree just fell.”

The property where Mr. Skry-
pek grew up sits on the edge of a
ravine between Dell Street and
Fairview Avenue, near the Thom-
as Memorial Golf Course, and the
tree in question grew in the ravine.

Appearing before the selectboard
on Monday, Skrypek said he be-
lieved that the town owned the prop-
erty, and that the tree had fallen be-
cause runoff from a town “drain” had
created a trench in the sandy soil.

Puzzle for the Mailman
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Plans Still Solidifying for
Downtown’s New Fall Fest

By JEFF SINGLETON

TURNERS FALLS - “T see
this as a test to see whether we can
keep doing it,” said Klon Koehler,
a local musician and audio tech-
nician who serves on the steering
committee for this year’s “Falls
Fest,” the October 21 event being
organized to fill the gap left by the
demise of the annual Great Falls
Festival in downtown Turners.

“We are doing our best with a
fledgling crew to reboot it,” Koe-
hler continued. “All our focus is on
the diverse, talented people who
are here. Let’s round them up and

MIKE JACKSON PHOTO

celebrate it.”

“It is a work in progress,” said
Montague public libraries director
Caitlin Kelley, who also serves on
the steering committee. “We don’t
know whether we are going to get
1,000 or 5,000 people.”

The committee is expected to
appear before the town selectboard
next Monday to discuss the state of
the festival planning, and to request
permits for use of public space.

Pending approval by town hall,
Kelley said, the group’s vision in-
cludes activities at Peskeompskut
Park, Spinner Park, the municipal

see FEST page A6

In a 2019 Great Falls Festival file photo, crowds stretch down Avenue A.

Experts Keeping a Close Eye
On Mosquito-Borne Viruses

By SARAH ROBERTSON

WENDELL - People living in
a number of Worcester and Hamp-
den County communities are at a
high risk of contracting a deadly,
mosquito-borne disease known as
Eastern equine encephalitis (EEE),
according to state officials. Often
called triple-E, the rare disease
has shown up for the first time this
year in lab-tested mosquitoes from
a handful of communities in the
south-central part of the state.

No EEE-positive mosquitoes
have been detected in Franklin
County this year, and the risk level
here remains low, or “remote” ac-
cording to the Department of Pub-
lic Health (DPH). But John Briggs,
director of the Pioneer Valley Mos-

quito Control District (PVMCD),
said he plans to set more traps for
testing in our towns next week.

Excessive rainfall and flooding
this year, Briggs said, have made
for a particularly robust mosquito
season, including for some species
that can be “vectors” of EEE.

“We are technically not out of
the woods until the first hard frost,”
Briggs wrote this week to the board
of health of Shutesbury, a PVMCD
member town. “With the timing and
the fact that multiple bridge vectors
are coming back positive, I am a bit
concerned that human transmission
may eventually occur.”

There is no cure for EEE. Ac-
cording to the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC), about 30% of

see MOSQUITOES page A5

GILL-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Volunteers Tapped to Fill

Two Empty M

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE - Two va-
cant seats representing Montague on
the regional school committee were
filled by appointment Tuesday night,
a step that may make it easier for the
committee to meet in person.

After months spent fruitlessly
soliciting volunteers to fill the seats
until next May’s town election, the
committee received three letters of
interest — one more than was needed.

ontague Seats

one member absent, the committee
encountered a final obstacle to the
appointments: the already-compli-
cated ballot process by which vol-
unteers are nominated and selected
only became more unwieldy in the
video chat format.

Information technology director
Tina Mahaney sent members a link
to an online form when the time
came to vote to fill first one seat, then
the other. “I have to sign in to contin-
ue,” Gill member Bill Tomb told her.

Local Briefs

Heavy Earth Repairs

Source to Sea: Plug In!

10, 20, and 150 Years Ago This Week
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In Another Village...

For those who feel our ““150
Years Ago” column, drawing from
the archives of the Turners Falls
Reporter, is too focused on the de-
velopment of one village, here’s a
sampling of news the paper printed
from Montague Center.

September 17, 1873: The
guide-board at the south end of the
village has been newly painted and
improved, by substituting for Bos-
ton and Worcester, (places rarely if
ever visited from this place by high-
way) places of more interest to
modern travellers, such as Toby and
Mt. Mineral. There is one mistake,
which we suppose was copied from
the old lettering. It directs travellers
to Amherst via Sunderland, instead
of via Leverett, which is the more
direct route.

September 19, 1883: The Or-
thodox Sunday school held a pic-
nic at Sugar Loaf the other day. On
their return they passed a fine field
of watermelons. The devil tempted
the good people, and they helped
themselves to the forbidden fruit.
The owner, Isaac Munsell, although
a pious man, couldn’t be expected
to do everything for the redemption
of the world, so he took the names
of those that had been tempted...
and when they heard the scribe had
recorded their indiscretions in his
book, they murmured among them-
selves, and straightaway went and

settled with the pious granger, even
unto the last farthing which he de-
manded.

September 20, 1893: Thaxer
Shaw is ill with congestion of the
lungs. He will probably be unable
to go to the World’s Fair as intend-
ed.... Mrs. L.C. Montague, who has
been a great sufferer for the last two
years, died last Wednesday evening.

September 23, 1903: The meet-
ing of the Street Light association
was held last week. The following
officers were elected: Pres. W.H.
Nims; vice-pres. W. Cummings, sec
and treas., Miss Clara Harrington;
exec. com., Mrs. Merriam King
and Mrs. George Friedbach. It was
voted to support the lights by sub-
scription. The cost of electric lights
for the streets for the whole year
is about the same as for kerosene
lighting for eight months.

September 17, 1913: The com-
mon was Vvery prettily trimmed with
ropes of laurel and hemlock with
Japanese lanterns hung in various
places, in the center a throne for the
queen, booths and tents on every
corner. The parade was fine, floats,
autos and wagons of every descrip-
tion prettily trimmed. Nearly all
were dressed in old costumes, worn
by their ancestors.... It has been
estimated a thousand people were
present in the afternoon.
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Patch resident Astrid Anderson gave mail carrier Barry Troie a surprise gift the other day.
Astrid and ber grandmother ordered a jigsaw puzzle made with photos of Barry. “Barry is the best
mail carrier ever!” says Astrid. “He's been delivering mail to mry house for about 14 years. That’s longer
than I've been alive!” Residents will miss the cheerful carrier when be retires in about three years.
J

Soapbox Race Committee Looking for Your Help

The Montague Soapbox Race was canceled this
year due to a lack of registered racers by the appli-
cation deadline, which is unfortunate, because it is a
singular, unique event, with such joy shared by the
builders/racers and their family and friends, and all
the extra business that is generated in town.

And, in this time of the maker mindset, where mak-
erspaces are being set up (Greenfield and Orange) and
even towns are having events (Colrain), the Soapbox
Kart is the ultimate form of maker-ism, taking it one
step further to a kinetic art form that you can actually
sit down in and ride... and which can also be utilized

Dillon Stanley Dudek

Dillon Stanley Dudek, 30, of Gill
passed away on Sunday, September 10.
A dedicated husband, father, and friend,
he was born in Bangor, Maine on Febru-
ary 22, 1993, to Frank Dudek and Deb-
orah Stanley.

He spent much of his childhood in
various parts of Maine where he at-
tended local schools before moving to
Turners Falls. There he attended Turners
Falls High School where he met his high
school sweetheart, Julie.

Together Dillon and Julie built a won-
derful life with their two daughters, Kae-
lynn and Piper. Dillon loved being a girl
dad and took great pride in sharing his
love of fishing and building with them.
He was never afraid to get his hands
dirty and was respected by many for his
strong work ethic.

It was this work ethic that made him a

beloved employee of One Development
& Construction, LLC of Westfield. He
was always eager to share details and
photos of projects and showed great
pride in his work.

To those who knew him, Dillon was
a kind soul with a strong spirit and the
ability to make anyone laugh. To those
who didn’t know him he was a generous
hand always willing to help.

Dillon leaves behind his wife, Jul-
ie (Thompson) Dudek, and daughters
Kaelynn and Piper; his mother, Deborah
Stanley of Madison, Maine; his Aunt
Donna Stanley-Kelley and her husband
Skipper of Hudson, Maine; his brothers
Jehiel, Peterson, and Ryan of Maine; his
father Frank Dudek and grandmother
Maureen Dudek of Greenfield. He leaves
behind many in-laws, nieces, and neph-
ews as well as many friends including his

best friends Julian, Paul, and Lindsey.

Dillon will be greatly missed by many.

Calling hours will held this Thursday
September 21, 2023, from 4 to 6 p.m. at
Kostanski Funeral Home, 1 Kostanski
Square, Turners Falls.

A Celebration of Life will be at a lat-
er date. For condolences, please visit
www.kostanksifuneralhome.com.

The staff and board of the Montague Reporter extend our support and condolences to our newspaper’s longtime
friend and neighbor, Frank Dudek, and all his family and loved ones in light of this terrible and unexpected loss.
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for promotion, not just pleasure.

But it takes a big committee to make such a big
event happen right.

The derby committee is a feisty group of six local
people who love the sport and panache of soapbox rac-
ing for both young and old, and who are seeking addi-
tional committee members to help take on specific tasks
of preparing and supporting this awesome annual event
S0 it can be bigger and better than ever in 2024.

Current committee members consist of Peter Chil-
ton of Nova Motorcycles, Seth Rutherford of 253
Farmacy, Captain Luke Hartnett of the Turners Falls
fire Department; Dan Burke of Rexel, Mik Muller of
Montague WebWorks, and Jon Dobosz, director of the
Montague recreation department. Additional input is
supplied by Steve Ellis, town administrator of Mon-
tague, and Charles Bado of Omnibus Designs.

There are many tasks involved in an event such as
this. The most important work is done in the months
leading up, and includes gathering sponsors/under-
writers, vendors, volunteers, and of course racers, and
assisting with promotion, such as social media posts,
article writing, interviewing, and postering. Addition-
ally, helping rally the interest of town businesses to
hook in with events and special promos to support and
take advantage of the event in general.

Other towns that have run such an event have raised
multiple thousands of dollars for their cause, and in one
case — Sharon, Connecticut — well over $15,000 multi-
ple years in a row. Raising that much for the Montague
Rec department would allow them to sponsor many,
many kids for summer camp and other activities.

So, why not join our committee and help improve
this fun event? Or get in touch to ask what you can do to
help. Or chat it up with your club, or any other organi-
zation you may be involved with, to see if they want to
sponsor the event or build a cart or volunteer on the day.

Or just come out and spectate!

Help us make this event be a jewel in Montague’s
crown of yearly events!

The Montague Soapbox Race Committee
MontagueSoapboxRaces.org

Sign Me Up!

| Address:

i Town:

State: ___ Zip:

Email (optional):
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Valley Medical Group will hold
a Health Fair from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. this Saturday, September 23
at their 329 Conway Street loca-
tion in Greenfield. There will be
activities for kids, such as a “stuff-
ie checkup” station, crafts, games,
and raffles, and you may register
yourself and/or your Kkids as pa-
tients. Review your own health
screenings with medical providers,
learn about job opportunites, and
talk with members of the fire and
police departments. Rain or shine;
learn more at vmgma.com.

“Thirty years ago this summer,
my husband Vic and | packed up
a big U-Haul truck and moved our
family to Wendell in order to own
and operate the Wendell Country
Store,” writes Patti Scutari. “As the
song goes... What a long strange
trip it’s been!”

Patti and the Scutaris’ son Vic
Jr., along with longtime employees
Donna Horn and Joy Gorzocoski,
invite you to come celebrate the
Wendell Country Store’s 30th an-
niversary this Saturday, September
23 starting at 4 p.m. in the backyard
of the Deja Brew.

The Wendell Warriors African
Drumming Group will kick off the
music at 4:15, followed by Eric
Love singing the oldies of the ’60s
and ’70s at 5 p.m., and 2 Car Ga-
rage takes the stage at 7 p.m. There
will be crafters selling wares, and
a bonfire after dark. Retired post-
master Charlie O’Dowd will pay a
visit, and the Deja Brew will dish
out food and libations. There’s no
cover charge.

The Leverett Historical Soci-
ety will host a video premiere of
10-1 this Saturday, September 23
at 4 p.m. at the Moores Corner
Schoolhouse at 230 North Lever-
ett Road. In 2017 and 2018, Le-
verett’s sixth graders interviewed
15 former scholars of the one-room
schoolhouse and produced a book
of the same title with transcriptions
of their interviews.

JOE R PARZYCH PHOTO
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The 35-minute-long video to be
shown Saturday shows what edu-
cation was like in Leverett before
the consolidated elementary school
was created in 1950. “True mem-
ories come alive before your eyes
as the ‘ole school daze’ are vividly
told,” reads the press release. “His-
tory and humor will capture your
attention as you see and hear schol-
ars of yore answer sixth graders’
inquisitive questions.”

Refreshments will be served.

The Nolumbeka Project will be
at the Old Deerfield Crafts Fair this
weekend, September 23 and 24.
Seaconke Pokanoket Wampanoag
artist Deborah Spears Moore-
head will be honored for her mural
50 Mishoonash on the Connecticut
River, which has found its home at
the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial
Museum.

At 1 p.m. both days, Moorehead
will present a Native American
Storytelling family program in the
Blue and White Society room of
the Deerfield Teachers’ Center. She
is a descendant of Massasoit, the
Supreme Sachem of the Wampano-
ag Nation in 1620.

Greenfield Community Col-
lege’s Community Engagement
office is partnering with Green-
field nightspot 10 Forward to hold
a Vintage Karaoke Night this
Sunday, September 24 from 7 to
11 p.m. Sing out songs from the
’60s and ’70s, plus try your hand
at a pop culture trivia contest (with
prizes), all on the vintage theme.

The GCC Senior Symposium
presents “Soundscapes of the
Connecticut River Valley” with
Jeffers Engelhardt next Tuesday,
September 26 from 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Jon Zon Community Center in
Greenfield.

Engelhardt’s presentation draws
on an archive of film and sound
documentary from the unique com-
munity-based musical and sonic
ethnography course he teaches at
Ambherst College. In sharing these
sounds, images, and stories, he

hopes to start a conversation with
locals about their familiarity with
some of these sounds, and their en-
counters with new sonic communi-
ties in our region. Register to attend
at engage.gcc.mass.edu. There is a
$10 admission fee.

Court Dorsey will read selec-
tions from The Eddy Stories Thurs-
day, September 28 at 7 p.m. at the
Wendell Meetinghouse.

“Eddy is a character that is both
laughably simple and wildly cos-
mic,” Dorsey writes. “Whether he
is pitying his potatoes, chewing on
nails, walking the stars or breaking
his heart over a peach tree, he re-
minds us that life is both extraordi-
narily ordinary and deeply magical.”

A suggested donation of $5 to
$20 goes to support renovations
and programming at the Meeting-
house. The event is part of a full
fall lineup there that includes a
caregivers gathering, concerts,
other sound-related performances
such as a cymbal sound bath and a
sound journey, and classes in knit-
ting, crocheting, and movement.

More information is available at
wendellmeetinghouse.org.

On Friday, September 29 a spe-
cial reception for “Why I Go To
School:  Expressions Through
Art,” an exhibit of work by Kids
from the Greenfield-based af-
ter-school program Twice as Smart,
will be held in East 103 at Green-
field Community College.

Twice as Smart is described as
“enriching after-school learning en-
vironment rooted in social justice
that helps launch at-risk children on
a path to higher education.” Meet
the kids, check out their art and es-
says, and grab a snack starting at 1
p.m., and enjoy a special musical
performance at 1:30 p.m.

Franklin County was once a
world leader in tool manufactur-
ing. Workers organized with a
democratic trade union that found
itself targeted by a national polit-
ical campaign. In Greenfield and
surrounding towns, this led to a
peaceful confrontation that sur-
prised onlookers near and far.

Public historian Tom Gold-
scheider will present on this history,
At Sword’s Point: A History of Trade
Unions in the Machine Tool Industry
in Franklin County at the Discovery
Center in Turners Falls next Satur-
day, September 30 at 2 p.m.

If you or someone you know
worked in the local machine tool in-

dustry, your stories can help enrich
Goldscheider’s ongoing research.
Introduce yourself at the event or
contact him in advance at tom.gold-
scheider@gmail.com. A short video
about the project is available online
at tinyurl.com/tool-industry.

The next day, Sunday, October 1
at 1 p.m., the Discovery Center will
host a special geology presenta-
tion. Professor Emeritus Richard
Little presents his new 25-minute
movie, The Geology of Gill and Vi-
cinity — The Best Place in the World
To Study Geology, a deep dive into
the history preserved in our local
rocks and landscape.

Little’s film provides details
about the birth and death of Pan-
gea, local dinosaurs, armored
mud balls, Lake Hitchcock, and
the mysterious deep holes in the
Connecticut’s riverbed. He will
bring samples for display, and will
also lead a tour of the Center’s
Rock Garden.

On Tuesday, October 3 at 7 p.m.,
Next Stage Arts in Putney, Ver-
mont is screening Four Winters,
an award-winning documentary on
Jewish partisans during World
War 1. Director Julia Mintz will
take questions after the screening.

“Torn from their families by the
ravages of Hitler’s armies, men and
women, many barely in their teens,
escaped into the forests, banding
together in partisan brigades; en-
gaging in treacherous acts of sab-
otage, blowing up trains, burning
electric stations, and attacking
armed enemy headquarters,” reads
the description. “Against extraor-
dinary odds, over 25,000 Jewish
partisans courageously fought back
against the Nazis and their collabo-
rators from deep within the forests
of WWII’s Belarus, Ukraine and
Eastern Europe.” Tickets are $10 at
nextstagearts.org.

Montague Center illustrator and
writer Kate Spencer reports that
her children’s book, The Cat Who
Walked the Camino, is now avail-
able on Amazon.

“My illustrations and text tell the
story of Don Pedro Pepito and his
good friend Lucia, who walk from
France all the way to the Cathedral
at Santiago de Compostela and ex-
perience the glories and hardships
of the long trip across the north of
Spain.” Check it out!

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

Photo correspondent Joe R. Pargych
has been following the ongoing efforts
10 repair the slope on the side of
Ronte 2 in Gill over the Connecticut
River that collapsed amid this
summer’s flooding.

“Northern Construction Service I.I.C,
the general contractor out of Palmer,
is continuing work on the project,”
Joe writes. “The crew is using a Volyo
EC250EL excavator to hanl ont
remains of the debris, transfering it into
a Volvo A30G articnlated hanler.”

“Besides this project,” he adds, “they
have been working on the French King
Bridge safety barriers, and a while
back on the General Pierce Bridge
repairs. They worked on the Factory
Hollow Bridge project back in 2012.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS GARD HIERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL SE3=8666H
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FRENCH KING BRIDGE
SAFETY BARRIER

completion reception
held by the Town of Erving

Thursday, October 12
at 11 a.m. at the
French King Restaurant

Please RSVP at
www.erving-ma.gov/FKB
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Still Not Too Late to Help With Source to Sea!

By MIKE JACKSON

FRANKLIN  COUNTY -
“There’s plenty of sites left for peo-
ple to take,” FirstLight Power land
specialist Beth Bazler told the Re-
porter Wednesday night. “There are
sites with a decent amount of stuff —
tires, a couch — that don’t currently
have volunteers going to them.”

FirstLight is helping coordinate
the Gill, Montague, and Erving
segment of this Saturday’s annual
Connecticut River-long Source to
Sea Cleanup, in partnership with
the Connecticut River Conservancy
(CRC). As of press time, a number
of locations scouted and mapped for
the mass trash cleanup day have not
been claimed. The CRC’s map of un-
claimed projects, as well as “public”
cleanups that would welcome extra
helpers on Saturday, can be viewed
at tinyurl.com/RiverTrash23 .

Bazler encouraged stragglers to
register with the CRC (find the form
at  tinyurl.com/TrashRegister23),
but said super-late joiners can still
plug in Saturday morning, either
by going to the Green River Swim-
ming Area in Greenfield or by just

CONNECTICUT RIVER CONSERVANCY | @O0GILE

As of press time there were a number of unclaimed sites (blue pins) on the map.

heading to an unclaimed site and
contacting organizers about pickup.

Anyone interested in joining a
“hauler team,” she said, is needed at
the Montague transfer station: show
up at 11:30 a.m., sign a waiver, and
head out for the fun part.

“We have trucks — we just need
a couple extra hands to help load
them,” she explained. “They get
to see a lot of different sites, and
they get to see the trash piling up
at the end of the day, so it has a

real warm fuzzy feeling....We even
provide lunch for that team.”

Two spots on Power Street in
Turners Falls are up for grabs — the
area around the former Railroad Sal-
vaged building. “Litter, tire, sofa.
Urban area. Litter also on trails down
to the river,” reads one description.

“[Flood garbage, fishing gar-
bage, household waste, abandoned
tent sites, shopping carts, fireworks,
bicycle tires, etc.,” reads the other.
“Trash is found along old rail trail,

short woodland trail, and along the
fishing areas next to the pond.”

Other unclaimed areas include
Unity Park, vehicle “pull-offs”
near the Barton Cove campground
and airport industrial park, Cabot
Camp, a chronic dumping site on
the Montague Plains near Lake
Pleasant, and Elm Street in Mon-
tague Center, where two volunteers
are wanted to remove “One tractor
tire with rim” and light litter.

Official volunteers, Bazler ex-
plains, are the ones who have signed
waivers, and training is available
for troublesome spots.

“But if people want to just col-
lect trash in their neighborhood,”
she said, “like they might do any
other week, bring that to the Mon-
tague transfer station, because we
have a 15-yard dumpster there
available for people who are doing
neighborhood cleanup.”

And for those who might like to
sleep in well past noon on weekends?

“Well, we do always stop it in
the afternoon,” Bazler replied.
“Like maybe 3 p.m.”

At some point, in other words, it
will be too late to join the cleanup.

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

OPEN three days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs — 11 to 6
(also by chance or appt.)
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But what was really nice to see was Josiah
Little exceeding 200 yards.

The Eagles dominated the first half in every
stat but the score. The Hawks only made two
good plays, a 77-yard run and a kickoff return,
but these accounted for both their first-half
touchdowns. The Eagles burrowed twice into the
Red zone, but came up empty both times.

Tech did manage to score one TD in the half,
off a four-yard completion from Gabriel Toma-
si to Jet Bastarache. They got the 2-pointer and
briefly led, 8-7. But on the ensuing kick return,
Frontier took back the lead 14-8. And though
Franklin outscored the Frontiersmen 14-13 in
the second half, it wasn’t enough, and Red held
on to win by five points.

Tomasi completed five passes for 32 yards
and a touchdown, and threw two picks. In a nod
to West Coast offenses of the *90s, Tomasi’s five
receptions were all under eight yards. Tucker
Hicks, Ethan Smarr, William Ainsworth, and
Bastarache were his targets.

On the ground, Little rushed for 206 yards,
Tomasi ran for 65, Bastarache had 17 yards, and
Smarr and Cameren Candelaria each carried the
ball once.

Defensively, Wyatt Whitman and Landen
Hardy led the team in tackles, while Tyler Yetter
pulled down an interception.

Field Hockey
FCTS7-Mahar0  TFHS 5 - Mohawk 0
Mahar 4—TFHS3  FCTS 6 — Amherst 0

The Franklin Tech Field Hockey Eagles de-
feated the visiting Mahar Senators 7-nil last
Thursday, but the big story was Kate Trudeau.

I got to the game in the middle of the first
quarter, and by then it was already 3-0. Immedi-
ately, two or three regulars told me that Kate was
closing in on her 100th point. Sure enough, Ms.
Trudeau finished the game with three goals and
three assists, giving her exactly 100 career points.

But, of course, field hockey is a team sport.
Hannah Gilbert scored two goals of her own, and
Lili Inman and Kenzie Sourdiffe scored one each.

The Turners Falls field hockey team also
notched their first win of the season that night,
besting Mohawk 5-0.

Ledwin Villafana scored three goals in the win,
while Jaade Duncan and Ella Guidaboni each put
one into the net. Avery Tela (2), Holly Myers, and
Ayleen Ovalle-Perez all helped out with assists.

On Tuesday, Mahar edged out the Thunder 4-3.
Villafana scored two goals and made one assist,
Tela scored the third goal, and Guidaboni lent an
assist. In goal, Conner Herzig made 10 saves.

Then on Wednesday, Franklin Tech went
down to Amherst, and blew away the Hurri-
canes 6-0. The stats came in too late for this
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Frontiers Bray Arsenanlt uses a “stiff arm” against Franklin Tech’s
Wyatt Whitman as the Eagles hosted the Redhawks last Friday.

week’s edition, but the drubbing gives Tech a
27-2 surplus of goals scored so far this season.

Volleyball

TFHS 3—Mahar 0 PV Christian3-FCTS 1
FCTS 3 — Pioneer 0 Amherst 3-TFHS 1
TFHS 3 — Greenfield 0 FCTS 3 — Hampden 0

Last Thursday, September 14, the Turners Falls
Volleyball Thunder defeated the visiting Mahar
Senators 3-0. Turners dominated from whistle to
whistle. The third game was the closest, but even
with Turners playing several subs, they still man-
aged to win the final game by 10 points.

Madi Liimatainen, Janelle Massey, and Mad-
die Dietz each served multiple aces, and Taylor
Greene gave 14 assists.

That same night, Franklin Tech Ladybirds
swept Greenfield 3-zip. Jenna Petrowicz led
Franklin in aces with seven, followed by Skylei
LaPan with four. Lea Chapman used her six-foot
frame to make 10 kills and block three shots, while
Shelby O’Leary led the team with five assists.

Tech then traveled down to Springfield on
Friday and dropped a match against the Pio-
neer Christians 3-1. The second game seemed
to be pivotal as Tech lost by a mere 2 points

to go down 2-0. They took the third game, but
dropped the deciding match 25 to 21.

Tech’s defense kept them in the contest as
they spent much of the match playing down on
their haunches, saving points. Kristine Given led
the Eagles with five digs, followed by Hannah
Hackett (5), Abby Carlo (3), and LaPan (1).

The Pioneer Panthers came to town on Mon-
day, and were swept by the Birds 3-0. The Thun-
der, meanwhile, braved the Hurricanes of Am-
herst, losing their first match of the season 3-1.

On Tuesday, Powertown took out their frus-
trations on the Green Wave over in Greenfield,
holding Green to only 6 points in the first game.
Keira Richardson-Meattey led Turners in aces,
Liimatainen made eight kills, and Greene gave
12 assists.

And on Wednesday, Franklin swept Hampden
Charter School of Science West. The first game
was a rout as Tech more than quadrupled West’s
output, 25-6. The next two games were more
competitive, but the Eagles still outclassed them.

Chapman dominated both from the line and
at the net, registering nine aces and
nine kills, while Emma Little led Tech
in assists with six.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

Ffrench Ring

Restaurant & Hlotel

DINNER

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
FripAY — 8 A.M 1O 2 P.M.
SATURDAY & SUNDAY — 7 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

Fripay & Saturpay — 4:30 10 9:30 P.M.
CALL TO CONFIRM: (413) 423-3328
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The town’s residential tax rate, $8.00 per $1,000 in
assessed value, is far below the limit of $25 per $1,000
set by Proposition 2%, but because the law also limits
the total amount by which the taxes the town collects
on existing property may increase from one year to the
next, the only way to increase the revenue is a voter-
approved override.

However, the board and fin com decided not to ask
for an override at the annual town meeting, instead
asking department heads to find ways to reduce their
requests. While most departments did, the school com-
mittee’s final budget reflected 16% growth, driven by
mandatory special education costs.

The balanced FY’24 budget was approved by town
meeting in May, but in June, given that the school’s
requested growth had been funded, the selectboard, fin
com, and capital planning committee began consider-
ing the impacts of the budget reductions on the other
town departments, and on the town’s plans for capital
improvements.

Throughout July and August they continued meeting
jointly, questioning department heads and reviewing
the current year’s budget. By September 6, the board
and fin com had settled on holding an override vote in

capital improvement stabilization fund and capital proj-
ects, $355,000 for employee benefits, $145,000 for the
assessors, $92,000 for the highway department, and
$75,000 for the police department. The balance would
go to the fire department, wastewater department,
grant-matching, library staffing, and senior center.

Principal assessor Jacquelyn Boyden estimated that
if the override passes, the tax increase for residential
property would be approximately $1.42 per $1,000 of
property value. For an “average” residential property
valued at $238,352, she said, the real estate tax will in-
crease by $50 this year without the override, and by
$339 if it passes.

Special Town Meeting

The board also discussed the warrant for the Octo-
ber 18 special town meeting. Several articles would
amend the FY’24 town budget, contingent on the re-
sults of the override vote the following week.

Others would pay bills of prior years, amend com-
pensation for several elected officials, establish a special
education stabilization fund, deposit payments from a
national opioid settlement into another stabilization fund,
and deposit funds from the Massachusetts Library Build-
ing Commission into general stabilization.

the amount of $1.831 million.

Most of this total is comprised of $955,000 for the

The selectboard plans to finalize the war-

rant at its next meeting on Monday, October 2.

MOSQUITOES from page A1

all people who contract the disease
will die from it, and most survivors
suffer with lingering neurological
issues due to swelling of the brain.
Early symptoms include a high
fever, muscle pain, altered mental
status, headache, light sensitivity,
and seizures.

Last Friday, after testing found
EEE-positive mosquitoes in Brim-
field, the DPH announced there
was a “high” risk of humans con-
tracting the disease in that town
as well as, Sturbridge, Holland,
Douglas, Dudley, Oxford, South-
bridge, Sutton, and Webster. The
department warned of a a “mod-
erate” risk in Auburn, Charlton,
Grafton, Millbury, Northbridge,
Wales and Uxbridge.

“While EEE is a rare disease, it
can cause severe disease resulting
in hospitalization and death,” state
public health commissioner Robert
Goldstein said in the press release.
“Risk is high enough in several
towns that we recommend resched-
uling outdoor events.”

EEE outbreaks often occur in
two- to three-year cycles, according
to the DPH, and 2019 is believed
to have been the peak of a cycle.
Twelve human cases were discov-
ered in Massachusetts that year, and
half of the patients died. In 2020
there were five human cases with
one death, and no human cases have
been reported in the state since then.

Vermont, Connecticut, and Rhode
Island have also detected mosquitoes
positive for EEE this year, and have
placed some communities under
high alert. Other mammals are also
prone to infection; earlier this month
a horse in northern Vermont was
found to have died of the disease,
and a Rhode Island donkey tested
positive and was euthanized.

Joining the Club

The risk levels issued by DPH
are based on data collected by cap-
turing mosquitoes, sorting them by
species, and testing them for infec-
tious diseases. The state tests for
EEE and West Nile virus (WNV),
and supplements its data with re-
sults submitted by regional mosqui-
to control districts.

“The placement of surveillance
traps are often dictated by first iden-
tifying potential vector habitat and
its proximity to outdoor recreation-
al areas, neighborhoods, and at-risk
populations,” Briggs said. “The data
are extremely valuable in assessing

mosquito  population abundance,
determining the prevalence of arbo-
virus, and identifying specific areas
with elevated risk levels.”

The PVMCD is one of Massachu-
setts’ 11 mosquito control districts,
which are overseen by the State
Reclamation and Mosquito Control
Board. Established in 2017, it cur-
rently includes 23 towns in Franklin,
Hampshire, and Hampden counties.
Deerfield, Gill, Greenfield, North-
field, Shutesbury, and Sunderland
are among the dozen Franklin Coun-
ty towns that have joined.

In other local towns — including
Montague, Erving, Wendell, and Le-
verett — the state sets traps.

“In areas without [control district]
coverage, DPH conducts strategic
surveillance trapping to identify
WNV or EEE activity and adjusts
trapping locations based on testing
results in order to better define the
extent and spread of any virus activi-
ty,” DPH spokesperson Omar Cabre-
ra told the Reporter. “Trapping in ar-
eas generally occurs once per week,
but that can increase or decrease
based on the surveillance needs.”

Montague public health direc-
tor Ryan Paxton told the Reporter
his town is considering joining the
PVMCD for the next fiscal year. The
town’s board of health voted last
month to recommend joining the dis-
trict, and next spring town meeting
members will be asked to appropri-
ate the $5,000 necessary to join.

“l would say the overall prima-
ry reason we are looking at joining
is that the PVMCD provides a lot
of additional surveillance data on
the local level for mosquito-borne
illness,” Paxton told the Reporter.
“This involves capturing and testing
mosquitoes, and represents a much
larger amount of information on the
local level than is available through
the state arbovirus surveillance.”

Paxton also said that the increased
heat and precipitation in the north-
eastern US anticipated in the coming
years is motivating Montague offi-
cials to look for ways to better moni-
tor mosquito-borne illnesses.

On Monday, Shutesbury board of
health chair Catherine Hilton shared
information about the recent Cen-
tral Massachusetts detections over
the Wendell town listserv. EEE is
appearing later in the season than
usual, she wrote, and is being found
in species that are not typically car-
riers of the virus.

“We are very fortunate to be a
member of the Pioneer Valley Mos-

quito Control District,” she told the
Reporter. “It’s reassuring to know
that the mosquito population is be-
ing sampled and tested for diseases
that can affect humans.”

Some communities, however,
have decided that joining the dis-
trict is cost-prohibitive.

“Wendell is not part of the
[PVMCD] because it costs $5,000
a year, and we can’t afford it,” said
Wendell board of health chair Bar-
bara Craddock.

According to the DPH website,
“municipalities are required to ap-
propriate a minimum of $5,000 to
the PVMCD” in order to join, but
the site does not clarify whether
this is an annual fee. The district’s
operating revenue also includes
multiple state grants.

Aerial Spraying

Beyond testing, mosquito control
districts are authorized to spray in-
secticides from specialized trucks to
try to manage mosquito populations.
If the state declares a “public health
hazard,” it may spray from planes, as
it did in 2006, 2010, 2012, 2019, and
2020 to manage the risk of EEE.

The aerial spraying program is
managed separately from the local
districts, and municipalities are giv-
en the opportunity to opt out, but
must submit for approval an alter-
nate local plan for mosquito control
and public education. A number of
local towns, including Montague
and Wendell, have taken this route.

This year, in response to constit-
uents’ concerns with aerial spraying
and confusion over the process by
which towns are granted exemp-
tions, state senator Jo Comerford in-
troduced a bill that would overhaul
the state’s mosquito control poli-
cies, which were originally written
in 1918. In May she testified before
the Joint Committee on Natural Re-
sources and the Environment in fa-
vor of the bill.

“Aerial spraying is hazardous to
humans, fish, bees and other polli-
nators, and it isn’t effective at con-
trolling mosquitoes. If we aerial
spray, we have failed,” Comerford
said. “In 2020, in response to a pret-
ty significant call for change, the
legislature passed a temporary bill
which made some improvements,
but largely maintained some outdat-
ed approaches to mosquito control.”

Comerford’s bill, S.445, would
discontinue aerial spraying and give
municipalities tools to eradicate
mosquito populations earlier in the

WENDELL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Wendell Conservation Commission, in accordance with the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. Chapter 131 Section 40
and the Wendell Wetlands Protection Bylaw, will hold a virtual Public

Meeting via Zoom at 6 p.m. on October 10, 2023 to discuss a Request for
Determination of Applicability filed by Adam Porter and Elizabeth Jakob
for a driveway repair on their property at 217 Wendell Depot Road.

The public is welcome to participate using the following link:
us02web.zoom.us/j/89329494849 ?pwd=Vys0Y3hlcUpVQjE2b04ySXV3SkiSdz09
Ward Smith, chair; Trevor Kearns; Rowan Gay

insect’s life cycle. (It would also
ban PFAS-containing pesticides;
in 2020, the state’s aerial mosquito
spray was discovered to have been
tainted by PFAS-lined barrels.)

There are currently no plans to
spray this year, according to the
state website.

“Around mid-July,” Briggs told
the Reporter, “a lot of residents in
the Pioneer Valley region experi-
enced intolerable levels of mosqui-
toes, where normal daily activities
such as walking the dog, gardening,
or even taking out the trash were dis-
rupted by the abundant amount of
voracious mosquitoes.”

While the PVMCD found most
of these “floodwater” mosquitoes
were not species considered vectors
for the diseases, Briggs said, the wet
weather creates an additional risk
down the road, as it may increase

the winter habitat for two species of
particular concern, Culiseta melanu-
ra and Coquillettidia perturbans, to
survive in their larval stage.

Briggs said he will continue set-
ting traps until the fall frost. A sin-
gle trap can catch between 5 and
5,000 mosquitoes, which must then
be identified and sorted for testing;
53 different species of mosquitoes
are currently found in the state.

“l am currently an operation of
one, so | don’t have much time out-
side of work and sleep,” he wrote.

To protect yourself from EEE,
experts recommend removing any
containers of standing water from
around your home, as mosquitoes
breed in stagnant water. Using bug
spray, wearing loose-fitting clothing,
and avoiding outdoor ac-
tivities at dusk and dawn
are also ways to stay safe.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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parking lot next to the Rendezvous,
the Discovery Center, and either at
or in front of the Shea Theater, as
well as a possible poetry reading
at the new bookstore in the former
Hubie’s Tavern.

“I got involved entirely by ac-
cident,” Kelley said. “I just want-
ed to make sure the libraries, and
the children’s programming, were
well-represented... We have great
businesses downtown, and we
want to showcase them.”

Falls Fest, as organizers are call-
ing it, is the progeny of the Great
Falls Festival, originally named the
Franklin County Pumpkinfest. The
event began in 2010 at the initiative
of Michael Nelson, who served on
the board of health and organized
the spring parade on the Hill.

That festival was wildly popular,
often attracting up to 10,000 peo-
ple. It featured music and a wide
range of food vendors along Ave-
nue A, which was closed from First
Street to Seventh Street each year,
and participants were encouraged
to bring pumpkins to turn into jack-
o’-lanterns on the model of similar
pumpkin festivals in other small ur-
ban locales. A large percentage of
attendees and vendors were visitors
from out of town.

In 2012, Nelson and his fellow
organizers incorporated a 501(c)3
nonprofit, Franklin County Pump-
kinfest & Parade, Inc., to “provide
events to the public to promote
economic growth.” Nelson himself
would go on to serve from 2013 to
2021 on the town selectboard.

There were some bumps along
the road. In 2014 a resident of Av-
enue A sued Pumpkinfest for $1.2
million for allowing a vendor to set
up a smoky barbeque beneath his
third-floor apartment three years
earlier; the fumes, he attested, had
aggravated his respiratory and
heart condition.

While that lawsuit was dis-
missed by the courts in 2016, it
turned out that a more formidable
problem was a perennial shortage
of pumpkins, which eventually
caused organizers to change the
festival’s name and branding.

The group explained the deci-
sion on its Facebook page in 2017:
“As Pumpkinfest has grown over
the past eight years, one major
component of the event has always
come up a bit short — the quantity of
pumpkins. Despite our greatest at-
tempts, it has proven difficult to en-
courage visitors to bring pumpkins.”

“The number of pumpkins never
matched the first year,” this news-
paper reported at the time. “Festival
organizers attempted to solve the
problem by collecting pumpkins for
festival-goers to decorate on site.
(Carving was eliminated last year
due to insurers’ concerns over lia-
bility, as was the use of lit candles.)
But the crowd was more interested
in the beer, music, and fried dough.
Nelson estimates that event orga-
nizers had to ‘throw out’ 200 pump-
kins last year for composting.”

Thus was born the “Great Falls
Festival,” and the name change did
not diminish attendance. The event
was cancelled in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but came
roaring back in 2021 and 2022, at-
tracting large numbers of vendors
and crowds.

Then as the 2022 festival ap-
proached, Nelson abruptly an-
nounced on the Facebook page that
it would be the event’s last year. He
emphasized the amount of work or-
ganizing the festival had required,

and described organizers’ experi-
ences of burnout. “An event of this
magnitude,” he wrote, “takes an
unfathomable amount of planning
and execution and my team of vol-
unteers is beyond exhausted.”

Almost immediately, town offi-
cials began to discuss the idea of
sponsoring a new version of the
festival as a town event. Gather-
ings sponsored by the RiverCulture
public arts program downtown and
by the parks and recreation depart-
ment at Unity Park were cited as
possible models.

At one selectboard meeting a
month after the final Great Falls
Festival, parks and recreation direc-
tor Jon Dobosz said that when he
had first heard the event was end-
ing, his first thought was to have no
part of it: “People are going to come
to Parks and Recreation wanting us
to take over the event, [but] it’s not
going to happen, and if anybody
calls the office, we’re not going to
go there,” he said. “There is no way
we can do it.”

But the very next day, Dobosz
told the board, his thinking was
dramatically transformed, and he
told his assistant Jennifer Peterson
that “if we get the right people in-
volved... | think we can probably
pull this off, but on a much much
smaller scale.”

Perhaps to Dobosz’s relief, a
festival at Unity Park did not end
up in the cards. The vision that has
emerged gradually over the past
year is to stage a scaled-down ver-
sion of the Great Falls Festival on
Avenue A, with the word “Great”
removed from the title, a few enter-
tainment venues involved in hosting
events, no out-of-town vendors, and
no street closures. The selectboard
agreed to allocated $12,000 in fed-
eral American Rescue Plan Act
funding to the effort.

In late July Chris Janke, a
co-owner of the Rendezvous
restaurant and a member of the
Falls Fest organizing committee,
sent an email addressed to every
“Turners Merchant, Concerned
Citizen and/or Hard Working
Non-profit Representative” solicit-
ing help in shaping the event.

“QOur vision is to continue the
festival but to shift the emphasis
from out of town vendors to the
residents, merchants, musicians,
workers, and artists of Turners
Falls,” Janke wrote. At that time,
he said, his fellow organizers in-
cluded Koehler, Kelley, town ad-
ministrator Steve Ellis, musician
Kip Dresser, “and others.”

By that point, the plan included
live music and a beer tent in the af-
ternoon at Peskeompskut Park, as
well as “children’s activities at the
park.” Organizers told the Report-
er this week that the children’s ac-
tivities will take place at the Great
Falls Discovery Center, music is
now also planned for Spinner Park
and the Third Street parking lot, and
the lineup at the Peskompskut band-
shell may include esteemed blues
musician James Montgomery.

At this week’s selectboard meet-
ing, Ellis reported that next Monday
the “Falls Fest organizing commit-
tee, I guess I’ll call it” would come
before the board to share the updat-
ed vision for the October 21 event
and request any necessary permits.

“We want to showcase the vi-
brant and beautiful village we live
and work in,” Janke explained in
the group’s July email. “No one
will set up in front of
your store — except, we
hope: YOU.”

SORT from page A1

and says that like Kaleb, she has
felt a passion for the work since a
young age.

“l would go to the transfer sta-
tion with my dad every Satur-
day and sort the glass into green,
brown, and clear,” Donovan says.
As she grew older, she incorporat-
ed recycling into the rest of her life.
She started recycling programs in
her workplaces, and set up recy-
cling and reuse stations backstage
at theaters where she danced.

Eventually, Donovan became
the chair of the recycling com-
mittee at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. Her newslet-
ter about recycling, The Monthly
Bale, was distributed to everyone
in the campus community.

“At that point | was in my mid-
30s, and | had really spent 20 years
doing recycling in different ways,”
Donovan says. “I think my passion
has always spoken for me.” It was
this passion that led to her position
at the Franklin County Solid Waste
Management District, where one of
her first projects was introducing re-
cycling to the Franklin County Fair.

“| started with 25 recycling bins
and three volunteers,” she remem-
bers. “Just bags of recyclables that
I went through and brought to the
Greenfield transfer station.”

The program has grown since

AN DONCGVAN PHOTOS

Thirty stations set up by the Solid Waste District invite waste from fairgoers,
but volunteers and staff must still collect all the recyclables and sort them.

then, and even during a rainy
weekend like this year’s, it makes
an impact. According to Donovan,
volunteers collected 18 95-gal-
lon totes of recycling this year,
amounting to roughly 8.4 cubic
yards of material; in a typical year
they collect about 17 cubic yards.

The group also collected 55
five-gallon pails of compost di-
rectly from the fair’s food ven-
dors, and much more — “just over
a ton” — from attendees.

Donovan emphasizes the im-
portance that volunteers, especial-

Some of the container recycling captured at this year’s Franklin County Fair.
Enough recycling was collected to fill three large dumpsters — half a typical year.

GMRSD from page A1

“You don’t have to sign in,” Mah-
aney replied uncertainly.

The full process took 20 minutes.
Two candidates, Clifford Spatcher
and Lori-lee Adams, were present at
the meeting; the third, former Mon-
tague selectboard member Edward
Voudren, was not. Spatcher was vot-
ed in on the first ballot, and Adams
on the second.

Spatcher introduced himself in
his letter of interest as a Montague
Center firefighter, Precinct 1 town
meeting member, and district parent.

At a committee meeting last
month packed by members of the
Gill-Montague Education Associa-
tion (GMEA), the union represent-
ing district teachers who have been
working without a contract for over
a year, Spatcher said he felt “we need
to come up with something to keep
the teachers in the district, which
will keep the students in the district.”

Adams, a Turners Falls High
School graduate and a onetime
Gill-Montague employee, currently
works as a speech pathologist in a
different district. “The decisions of
the School Committee will impact
our community,” she wrote. “Ini-
tially the impact is seen in the reac-
tion of the children, and later it is in
growth sparked by those decisions.”

After Spatcher and Adams are

sworn in, the committee will have its
full complement of nine members.
Despite the two vacancies, the mini-
mum quorum for a legal meeting re-
mained at five. Members have com-
mented several times, in response to
criticism over the group’s continued
preference for online meetings by
video conference, that the virtual for-
mat helped to guarantee a quorum.

“If all the necessary personnel
can be here, we certainly will make it
our aim to meet in person whenever
possible,” said chair Jane Oakes. “If
people still are traveling, or for other
reasons — now that COVID is active
again in this area, there may be times
when people need to stay home be-
cause of exposure, or because of ill-
ness. | hope that doesn’t become a
problem, but fortunately we do have
options if there are issues, so that we
can still carry on and do the business
of the district.” The committee’s next
meetings are on October 10 and 24.

“We will need to make certain
that we have an alternative space
prepared for future meetings when
we might have larger crowds of at-
tendees,” superintendent Brian Beck
commented. On August 22, when the
committee met in person for the first
time, many GMEA members and
supporters were forced to stand or to
wait in the hallway.

At the public comment sec-

ly young people like Kaleb, have
on the recycling and composting
efforts.

“l learn a lot from him,” she
says. “On Sunday we had a big
group from Northfield Mount Her-
mon [School], and he was just di-
recting them like a pro.”

“They were asking me every
second,” says Kaleb.

Donovan praised the effort that
the Reipolds contributed to the fair
program. “Kaleb is such a hard
worker,” she says. “They come to
work for like 10 to 2, and then they
just end up staying ’til 6!”

For Donovan and the Reipolds,
recycling is not only a part of the
fair, but should be incorporated
into daily life.

“Try your best to recycle all
that you can, even if it’s some-
thing big,” Kaleb says.

“Think before you throw it
out,” adds Faith.

The recycling tools used at the
fair are available to others plan-
ning events, Donovan explains.
“The Franklin County Solid Waste
District loans these same bins and
signs to events across the coun-
ty,” she says. “If you could go to
an event and there are recycle and
compost bins, stop and read the
signage, and try your best
to do some sorting!”

tion beginning Tuesday’s meeting,
GMEA member Joseph Katz urged
the committee to “hold informal
forums during the school year, to
provide more time for casual con-
versations.” “I saw this listed on
the school committee’s website, but
I’m not aware of it happening re-
cently,” he said. “l know our union
members are eager for the opportu-
nity to share with school committee
members their experiences.”

Katz described a recent day
working at the middle and high
school building under conditions of
excessive heat, and asserted that the
majority of air-conditioned spaces
in the building are administrative
offices, which he called a “stark
inequity.” One special education
classroom, Katz said, reached a
temperature above the legal limit
set by the state Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education.

Later, student representative
Syna Katsoulis reported that the
heat that day was “pretty intense,”
but that she was “really happy with
how the school dealt with it,” hold-
ing classes in the air-conditioned
cafeteria, library, and theater.

Business manager Joanne Blier
said air conditioning components
had been on back order all
summer, but “should be
coming in.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!
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When the Reporter spoke with
Skrypek, who now lives in Con-
necticut, the next day, he said that
assistant town administrator Walter
Ramsey had informed him that the
land on which the tree originated is
owned by a condominium associa-
tion on Fairway Avenue. A review
of a 1985 deed for Atrium Condo-
miniums indicates that the condo
property does indeed run along the
Skrypeks’ property.

Public works superintendent
Tom Bergeron said he had contact-
ed tree warden Mark Stevens about
the fallen tree, even though it was
not on town property. Concerning
the water runoff from the town
pipe, Bergeron told us that “we’re
trying to get to that,” but he ex-
pressed skepticism that it was the
cause of the tree toppling, pointing
to recent heavy rains as the cause.

Ruth Skrypek, who lives on the
property, declined to comment on
the fallen tree.

Floods Resist Mitigation

In related news, Ramsey an-
nounced at Monday’s meeting that
the project to mitigate perennial
flooding just down the hill from
Dell Street, along Montague City
Road, has been delayed due to
flooding caused by recent rains.

Ramsey said contractor Clayton
D. Davenport Trucking of Green-
field is “interested, willing, and
engaged, but the conditions have
not allowed for them to mobilize...
There was no dry season this year,
unfortunately,”

According to engineering firm
Wright-Pierce, which developed
the design, the project consists of
“removing sediment from existing
culverts, flushing sediment and
debris from existing storm drain
lines, adding two (2) catch basins
within the roadway, removal of
sediment from the stream and two
drainage channels, and removal of
all previously deposited material
from the adjacent wetlands...”

Ramsey said that despite this
delay, the public works department
will clean out a backed-up culvert
on nearby Turnpike Road to “free
up the stream to move the water
along.” “We’re hoping that will
help the cause a little bit,” he said.

Historic Roof Leaks

Ramsey also reported that de-
spite “a few wet days,” the compa-
ny repairing the masonry on the old
town hall in Montague Center had
made significant progress over the
past week, and hoped to be finished
this week, which would “clear the
way for the roofers to come in” to
repair the building’s slate roof.

The “news of the day,” Ramsey

GREAT FALLS
FARMERS MARKET

Every Saturday

September 23:

Big Foot Food Forest
Stout Pigeon Coffee
PK Industries

9a.m.to 1 p.m.
Peskeompskut Park

Turners Falls

said, is that “we found a new leak on
the roof which is dripping water on
the second-floor basketball court.”
He requested the roofers address
this issue “sooner rather than later,”
and the town has placed buckets on
the gym floor to catch the water.
Ramsey also told the selectboard
that the masonry workers had no-
ticed that the attic window, which
he believed was “original,” was
in “terrible condition” and might
fall out. He said the town had got-
ten a quote from a local restorer to
fix the window for $1,100 and re-
quested permission to proceed with
the repair. The selectboard agreed.

Many Old Buildings

Town administrator Steve Ellis
told the board that the contractor
renovating the roofs of the town-
owned Shea Theater and Colle
Opera House had nearly completed
the Shea roof, and would be mov-
ing on to the Colle this week.

He also reported that the work
to secure several buildings in the
Strathmore mill complex from en-
try had been completed.

Possibility of New Ones

Ramsey announced that Habitat
For Humanity will hold a commu-
nity meeting Saturday, September
30 at the town hall annex about its
project to build six two-story af-
fordable homes on First Street.

One key issue to be discussed,
he said, will be how to address the
condition of the alley behind the
project, where cars and dumpsters
are currently parked.

Warrant Posted

The selectboard approved the
warrant for the October 10 special
town meeting, and recommended
specific motions on the agenda that
contain funding. Chair Rich Kuk-
lewicz quickly read all 16 articles
and the board agreed to post the
document.

The board also approved all pro-
posed motions except Article 8, an
appropriation of $500,000 to allow
Montague to apply for a state grant
that would reimburse most of the
cost of renovations at the Mon-
tague Center park. A section of the
motion, as required by the state,
would pledge Montague to use the
land for park and recreational pur-
poses “in perpetuity.”

Member Matt Lord asked if mak-
ing this pledge in advance would
undermine the town’s chances of
receiving the reimbursement.

Ellis pointed out that this word-
ing was in the warrant the board
had just approved, which needed
to be posted soon for legal reasons,
but that the board could hold off
until a future meeting to decide
whether to recommend the article.

Lord also objected to the fund-
ing mechanism for Article 14,
which would appropriate $99,900
from the Clean Water Facility’s re-
tained earnings — positive balances
in sewer user revenue from previ-
ous years, generally used to fund
capital projects — to hire a consul-
tant to help the town with sewer
system regulations.

He noted that a number of pric-
ey articles had already been fund-
ed using the retained earnings, and
argued that sewer system compli-
ance related to broader town pol-
icies and should be addressed by
all taxpayers, not just sewer users.
He recommended using free cash
to fund Article 14, and the other
members agreed.

Aging Supports

Turners Falls resident Colleen
Doherty and Council on Aging di-
rector Roberta Potter discussed the
highlights of a report recently is-
sued by the town’s Mass in Motion
steering committee. Mass in Motion,
Doherty explained, is a program
of the state Department of Public
Health that Montague is using to
“enhance the status of seniors, or as
we now call us, ‘older adults.”

The local effort, which included a
survey of seniors, is funded through
a grant obtained by the Franklin
Regional Council of Governments.
Doherty said that 32% of adults in
Montague are over the age of 60,
compared with 17% who are over
the age of 65 nationally. “We’re all
getting older and we’re a force to be
reckoned with,” she said.

The main concerns of the 88
Montague residents who respond-
ed to the survey were a desire to
remain in their homes, the need
for better public transportation
and better information about local
services, and feelings of isolation
from the broader community.

Potter said that the Gill-Mon-
tague senior center has needed an
outreach worker to help individual
seniors deal with issues like Social
Security and fuel assistance, and
will soon will be sharing a work-
er with Bernadston, which has re-
ceived a grant to fund outreach.

Eileen Mariani of Montague
Center, who also served on the
Mass in Motion steering com-
mittee, discussed a new private
non-profit  organization called
Montague Villages.

Based on a similar organization
created several decades ago in Bos-
ton that has grown into a nationwide
network, the group intends to help
“adults over 60... age in place with
dignity and independence by of-
fering volunteer services, access to
better information, and community
connections.” (See article, Page B2.)

Other Business

The board approved the use of
Peskeompskut Park for a music
festival featuring Turners Falls
High School students from 9 to 4
p.m. Saturday, October 28. Music
teacher Alyssa Comeau, who pre-
sented the request, said the request
originated with a well-attended
event at the park “in the middle of
the pandemic.”

“I’ve had a lot of parents contact
me and ask, ‘When are you going
to do that again?’” Comeau said,
explaining that the festival will fea-
ture a series of small performances
with students playing music they
have written. “At some point | will
bring out ukuleles, and we will do
a ukulele circle for anyone who is
there,” she said.

Acting as the personnel board,
the selectboard appointed Macken-
sie Salls as administrative assistant
in the health department, replacing
Anne Stuart, and accepted the res-
ignation effective October 26 of
Stuart, who has been serving on a
temporary basis.

The board officially executed a
federal community development
block grant (CDBG) of $3,325,682,
which it has discussed at several
previous meetings, and accepted a
$3,323 grant from the Massachu-
setts Interlocal Insurance Agency
to fund safety equipment for work
in confined spaces.

The next selectboard
meeting is scheduled for
Monday, September 25.

- IO0K

Here’s the way it was on Sep-
tember 19, 2013: News from the
Montague Reporter’s archive.

VY Closing Muddies
FirstLight Relicensing

As the Vermont Yankee nucle-
ar plant is now scheduled to stop
warming the Connecticut River
next year, the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission (FERC) is
holding off on 18 aquatic impact
studies submitted by FirstLight
Power Resources in its bid to reli-
cense its Northfield Mountain and
Turners Falls facilities.

FirstLight’s licenses to operate
its 1,119-mW pumped-storage fa-
cility at Northfield Mountain and
generate 68 mW at five locations
along the Power Canal expire in
2018. Studies on shad, eel, stur-
geon and lamprey passage and

Here’s the way it was on Sep-
tember 18, 2003: News from the
Montague Reporter’s archive.

West Nile Comes to Town

Laboratory tests confirmed that
a dead blue jay found in Montague
Center was infected with west nile
virus (WNV). So far this year,
396 birds have tested positive for
WNV in Massachusetts, with two
confirmed human cases, both in
the eastern part of the state.

To reduce the number of mos-
quitoes, residents are advised to fix
screens, eliminate stagnant water,
change water in birdbaths and pet
dishes regularly, and clean leaves

Here’s the way it was on Septem-
ber 17, 1873: News from the Turn-
ers Falls Reporter’s archive.

Local Matters

A heavy white frost Monday
morning.

Black bass seem to take any
bait readily now, and a great many
are caught every day.

That mud hole at the foot of L
street, on First street, should be
filled up, or something done to re-
move the nuisance it has become
from the drains on the side of L
street next the ferry. It is impos-
sible to drive to or from the ferry
without getting completely cov-
ered with the filth. To foot passen-
gers it is fast becoming impossible.

The Keith Mill gong, which
was broken, is sound again, and
does its best to make itself heard.

Next spring, the Keith Paper
Company will build another ten-
ement block of the same size and
description as the one they now
occupy.

Some of our exchanges say the
Reporter is a standing advertise-
ment for the beautiful paper made
at the Montague Mill. Our town
boasts of “its paper” as well as its

20 YEARS AGO

G RBRACK:

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

spawning, mussel habitat, and wa-
ter quality are put in limbo.

Since the elevated temperature
affects the river’s ecology even 20
miles south in Turners, studies “may
produce unusable data if conducted
during 2014 while Vermont Yankee
is still operating,” according to the
75-page federal document.

Teachers’ Contract Ratified

At the September 10 school
committee meeting, Joyce Phillips
announced the contract between the
Gill-Montague school district and
the Gill-Montague Education Asso-
ciation representing district teach-
ers, had been ratified. The teachers
voted unanimously for the contract,
which gives an increase of $1,000
over three years to the top-tier
teachers and a 2% across-the-board
increase at all other levels.

out of gutters so they drain.
Electric Car Head-Scratching

At the Monday Montague se-
lectboard meeting, parks and rec-
reation director Jon Dobosz asked
permission to receive a free gift
from the Gill Montague schools
of an electric car for his depart-
ment’s use.

Not wishing to look too far un-
der the hood of a gift car, the board
still had questions about long-term
maintenance issues for electric ve-
hicles: How do they get recharged,
how much does the recharging
cost, and can the cars be used, le-
gally, on public roads?

150 YEARS AGO

paper mills.

One of the most successful en-
terprises at the Falls is the Turn-
ers Falls Lumber Co. Mr. Holmes
came here when only half a doz-
en shanties were on either side of
the river, at a time when prospects
were everything but encourag-
ing, and was the first to use the
water power as a motor for ma-
chinery. Then came Mr. Wood,
and Mr. Perry followed, and now
the company is one of the most
prominent interests of the place.
The new Gillespie Force Pump is
in working order, a hydrant has
been placed in the vicinity of the
mill, and with three hundred feet
of hose, the risk of fire to the mill,
lumber and adjoining residen-
ces, is very small. The mill is very
complete in its equipment, lath and
shingle machines being among the
latest acquisitions. Forty hands are
employed, and 30,000 feet of lum-
ber, besides 8000 feet of laths, are
sawed daily.

John Lewis says that the tab-
let bearing the inscription, “In
memoriam, John Lewis departed
this life very suddenly — for him —
about this time,” etc., which was
erected in the rear of the Farren
House, was no funeral of his.
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1. Readers Susan Campbell and Todd Fuller brought onr
June 22 edition with then on a trip. “In July we spent about
10 days in Haida Gwaii, formerly known as the Queen
Charlotte Islands, off the coast of British Columibia,”
they wrote. “1t is remote and a rich area in marine life,
ancient culture, and post-contact environmental history.

It was and still is the ancestral home of the Haida Nation,
which is slowly rebounding after devastating consequences
Sfrom white contact, especially in the 19th century.”

4. The next one we published, Augnst 24,
landed nearly in the same place. Molly Mooney
and Gorden Spencer-Blaetz of Turners Falls
wrote: “We wanted to share our picture with the
Reporter on the Greek island of Spetses!”

5. And finally, we traveled south. “Catching
up with the news in a relaxing sunset in Caye
Caunlker, Belize,” Montague finance committee

member Francia Wisnewski explained, reclining
in a hammock with the September 7 paper.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

2. Greenfield readers Haley Morgan and Eric
Hiatow, a.k.a. Home Body, carefully re-read
onr Augnst 10 edition for clues during a
research expedition to [unean, Alaska.

3. Another copy of the very same
edition traveled in the opposite
direction. “1'm at Asteria Beach
in Ermoupolis, Greece, on
the istand of Syros,” Wendell
resident and MR contributor
Brian Zayatz, wrote. “Bebind me
zs the church of Agios Nikolaus,
patron saint of sailors in the
Greek Orthodox: tradition.”

ROAD

Going somewhere? Take us with you!
Send your photos 1o editor(@montaguereporter.org.
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Above: The Turners Falls power canal last Wednesday, beginning to fill again after its annual maintenance draining.
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With Artie!

By DONNA PETERSEN

MONTAGUE - Forget about Rin Tin Tin and Lass-
ie, those television rescue dog heroes. And who needs
the cartoon hound McGruff to take a bite out of crime?
We have our own rescue hero and crime-solving ca-
nine: Artie, a 10-year-old dog who, along with partner
Jim Ruddock, are the Montague Police Department K9
team that can be called on to help the community.

I met Artie and Officer Ruddock a few years ago
at a memorial service for a Montague Center resident
who had donated to Artie’s training and upkeep. Then,
last spring while buying Girl Scout cookies — Thin
Mints, of course — in front of Food City in Turners, [
heard barking as Officer Ruddock and Artie pulled up
in their cruiser to pick up their cookies.

Reading this paper’s Montague Police Logs, I some-
times see that the K9 team had been called in to use
Artie’s super canine senses to locate someone or some-
thing. Thinking there was a story there, I contacted Of-
ficer Ruddock, and we met for a conversation.

Artie, a German Shepherd and Belgian Malinois
mix, arrived here in early 2014 with a Slovakian ca-
nine passport at the age of 14 months. He had spent
time in Slovakia being evaluated for aptitude and be-
havior, and was given basic training, but came as a
“green dog” and trained here in police work.

“K9 dogs are trained to be ‘locating tools’ — to pa-
trol and locate and follow any human scent they are

given to find,” Ruddock explained to me. “So Artie
may be tracking a person or an article that has fresh
human scent on it... Artie does a search for that per-
son, or finds evidence in a suspected crime or finds the
scent of narcotic drugs. When the target is found, Artie
will give an alert signal.”

Artie is also part of the first generation of K9s not

see ARTIE page B4

PETERSEN PHOTO

Aprtie, with Officer Ruddock, in the team’s K9 cruiser.

A road trip through Canada’s ‘Picture Province.’

SOUTH DEERFIELD - New Brunswick, Canada
is an eight-and-a-half hour drive from Montague, and
this year we were surprised that two immediate family
members had both separately made the long drive to
this province just over the Maine border. My daugh-
ter visited some of the same places that we did, and
my partner Mary’s brother and family did the same,
showing us photos from some of the southern sights
along the coast.

I’m not sure why we all went to New Brunswick
this year, but we all had great fun, with memorable
stops, delicious seafood, and friendly people.

Mictou Island, at the tip of New Brunswick.

How friendly? We were in an elevator in Moncton
at the same time as a large convention of retired nurses
were in the hotel. Nobody talks in elevators, at least
where I come from. But these friendly nurses talked us
up in the elevator, asking where we were visiting from
and what we’d seen up here.

Again and again the traveling Canadians, often from
Ontario or Manitoba, would end up chatting with us on
tours, in elevators, and even while we waited for dinner.

On our 2016 visit to New Brunswick — once called
the “Picture Province” — we drove up through Lubec,
Maine and visited Campobello Island, and then bicy-
cled on the seafloor near the famous Hopewell Rocks
and spent a few days on the charming little island
Grand Manan.

For our trip this September we flew up from Boston
via Toronto, and 30 minutes after landing we were pull-
ing up to the Hotel Shediac in the town of the same name.

Lobster Tales

Shediac calls itself the “Lobster Capital of Canada,”
and on the first night dining at the hotel’s restaurant, La
Gare, we enjoyed twin lobster tails and seafood risotto
as some local musicians played American folk songs.
It was a great way to welcome us to a week that would
have a lot to do with lobster, the Acadians, and road
tripping up and around the coast.

I wanted to learn more about lobsters, and 1 got all

see TRAVELS page B5

WEST ALONG THE RIVER

AUTUMNAL

PRELUDE

By DAVID BRULE

THE FLAT, ERVINGSIDE -
Who can say when the end of sum-
mer first slips in, so quietly that
sometimes you don’t even notice?
I, for one, do take note out here,
keeping the weather company.

The calendar keeps track in its
artificial way, the Old Farmer’s
Almanac says the length of day
has already diminished by an hour
since September 1, but my girl
hummingbird companion is still
here, so how can it be autumn al-
ready? Her bumblebee rivals have
a clue, waking up only slowly
in the morning cool. Sometimes
they fall asleep and stay there all
night nectar-dreaming in the puffy
cushions of the rose-colored se-
dum, awakening, yawning and
stretching only when the first rays
of the chill day reach them.

At 50 degrees on the porch, the
coffee steams just like the neigh-
bor’s garage rooftop in the sun,
which angles into the backyard
from the low eastern horizon.

I’ve already pulled on my black
sheep Irish handknit, an early fall
ritual. This sweater is almost 30
years old now, bought in Din-
gle, County Kerry so long ago. It
looks its age. Several generations
of Siberian huskies have cuddled
in it, playing and pulling at loose
threads, the lovely smelling lano-
lin threads reminding them that the
sweater used to be an Irish sheep.
The cuffs are frayed by their con-
stant pulling and teasing, the el-
bows worn thin from too much
rubbing against my heirloom Ad-
irondack chair.

This chair was built to last,
made in the 1980s by my father’s
neighbor and good friend Babe
Fritz. He sold it to me back then
for $10. Just enough, he said, to
pay for the wood and screws.

So dogs and wooden chair have
worn this sweater into its cur-

rent tattered shape. But still out it
comes from the drawer upstairs
when the season turns, another an-
nual sign of approaching autumn.

Another clue that maybe sum-
mer has indeed slipped away is
that the clouds of mosquitoes
seem to have thinned out. The wet
summer enabled population boom
times for them, breeding in ev-
ery water-filled tin can, birdbath,
even the couple of wheelbarrows
we have around the place. We
systematically dump those little
breeding pools out, along with the
mosquito wrigglers.

This morning a numbed mos-
quito probes the thick threads of
my sweater. She can’t find her way
to any exposed skin. Another one
rides briefly on the thumb of my
writing hand as the hand moves
over the page, leading my pen,
firm between thumb and forefin-
ger in its squiggling hieroglyphics.
I swat that bugger, stiff with cold
and slow to bite.

We can’t say much about the fo-
liage that gives no autumnal clue.
Great-grandfather’s bower of li-
lacs, planted in the late 1880s, is
not much more than a cluster of
unseasonably bare branches with
a few withered leaves. Lilacs are
the same all over town: there has
been way too much rain, leaving
branches threadbare where just this
past spring there were luxurious,
sweet-smelling blooms, wafting in
from the turn of the 19" century.

The rhododendrons, on the oth-
er hand, are in seventh heaven.
Mountains of happy leaves, lush
and green, they love the rain-forest
summer we’ve had.

Our grandfather oaks, which
have lined our floodplain ridge-
line since before our 1870s home-
stead was built on the edge of
the west-flowing river, have not
fared so well. The gypsy moths
devoured all the oak leaves down

see WEST ALONG page B8

A four-toothed mason wasp, Monobia quadridens, alights in the anthors foliage.
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CARNMODY COLLAGE

“MORTY”

Morty, a charming one-year-old
male cat, is ready to find his new
home. He has spent some time
living with another cat, which has
helped him develop social skills,
but he can be a bit shy when meet-
ing new people or being introduced
to new environments.

Despite his initial shyness, Morty
is an incredibly playful and loving
feline companion who has a lot to
offer to the right family. He is a bun-
dle of energy, and his playful nature
will keep you entertained for hours.
Whether chasing feather toys, bat-

ting at dangling strings, or pouncing
on crinkly balls, Morty loves inter-
active playtime and will quickly be-
come your favorite playmate.

Interested in adopting? Ani-
mals at Dakin are currently avail-
able only in Springfield. Contact
adoption staff at springfield@
dakinhumane.org and include your
name and phone number. For more
information, call (413) 781-4000
or visit www.dakinhumane.org.

(Want your pet featured? Email
a photo and information about them
to jae@montaguereporter.org.)

Senior Center Activities
SEPTEMBER 25 THROUGH 29

WENDELL

Foot care clinic is the first
Wednesday of each month. Call
Katie Nolan at (978) 544-2306 for
information or appointments.For
Senior Health Rides contact Jona-
than von Ranson (978) 544-3758.

GILL and MONTAGUE

The Gill Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Mondays through Fridays
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Covid test
kits are available. You can pick a
kit up any time during open hours.
Lunch available Tuesday through
Thursday. Coffee and tea available
all the time. For more information
please call 863-9357.

Monday 9/25

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

10:30 a.m. Oak Tree Chair Yoga

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

Tuesday 9/26

3 p.m. Tai Chi

Wednesday 9/27

9:15 a.m. Aerobics

11 a.m. Chair Exercise

12 p.m. Bring Your Lunch Bingo

4:15 p.m. Mat Yoga

Thursday 9/28

9 a.m. Chair Yoga

10:30 a.m. Senior Farm Share
by subscription

1 p.m. Cards & Games

Friday 9/29

10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
2 p.m. Chair Dance

ERVING

Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mon-
days through Fridays. Open for
cards, coffee, and snacks daily.
Fitness room open daily.

For more information, please
call (413) 423-3649.

Monday 9/25

9 a.m. Interval

10:15 a.m. Stretch & Infusion
Tuesday 9/26

9 a.m. Good For U

10 a.m. Line Dancing
Wednesday 9/27

9 a.m. Cardio Low Impact
10:15 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo

Thursday 9/28

9 a.m. Core & Balance

10 a.m. Barre Fusion
Friday 9/29

9 a.m. Quilting & Open Sew

LEVERETT

Chair Yoga classes are held on
Zoom on Wednesdays. Foot care
clinic is held monthly. For more
information, contact the Leverett
COA at (413) 548-1022 x 2, or
coa@leverett.ma.us.

By LEE WICKS

MONTAGUE - My mother
liked to say, “If you want something
done, ask a busy person.” That
certainly holds true for Helen Gib-
son-Uguccioni, the newly elected
first president of Montague Villag-
es. The other officers are Susan Do-
rais as treasurer and me, Lee Wicks,
as clerk. Eileen Mariani and Terry
Eaklor are members of the board.
Other members of the community
are helping in vital ways, but have
not joined the board.

You may have already heard about
Montague Villages. The organiza-
tion is dedicated to helping elders in
the town of Montague stay in their
homes by matching volunteers with
people needing a little assistance, a
ride, or some companionship.

Recruiting board members and
volunteers, educating the public,
developing the infrastructure and
technology, and sequencing all
the tasks necessary is a big job for
which Helen is ideal as president.
She’s already demonstrated an im-
pressive level of community spirit
and the ability to juggle many tasks.

“Passion for living gives me
energy,” Helen says. “l have had
a vegetable garden all my life. |
am energized to grow food for my
friends and family. | enjoy sewing.
One of the first things I did when
| retired was buy myself a good
quality sewing machine. | love to
make quilts and all kinds of cre-
ations... | enjoy making the quilts,
and | also get a great deal of plea-
sure giving away my creations to
the people whom | care about.”

Helen is also a Meals on Wheels
driver and a grandmother who pro-
vides childcare for her granddaugh-
ter during school vacations. She
came to an informational meeting
about neighboring towns that have
joined the national Village to Vil-
lage Network ready to pitch in to
develop one for Montague.

“I knew about this organization,
and had been thinking of trying to
help start a network in Montague,”
she says. “When | read the article
in the Montague Reporter back in
March 2023 which talked about
other neighborhood networks, and
learned about the meeting at the
library, | knew it was time for me
to get involved to help make this
happen here.”

Community service is something
Helen learned from her family and
from her inspirational reading. Her
father and older brother both deliv-
ered Meal on Wheels for many years.

She says, “l read the book
The Good Life: Lessons from the
World's Longest Scientific Study
of Happiness by Waldinger and
Schulz, which affirmed my feel-
ings that good relationships with
others keeps us healthier and hap-
pier. | discovered that the time and
attention we give to others is the
key to happiness.”

Helen has lived in Montague
for 37 years. Prior to moving here,
she lived in Belchertown. She has
served on the planning boards of
both towns, and she started a Girl
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Helen Gibson-Uguccioni, president of Montague 1 illages, brings
dynamic energy and a variety of skills to the new organization.

Scout troop with her friend Martha
Edwards. “Our daughters Robin
and Kate both attended the Mon-
tague Center School, which no lon-
ger exists,” she says. “We had a Girl
Scout troop in Montague that met at
the Montague Center Church from
1988 to 1993.”

From the first tentative meetings
about the organization that would
ultimately be named Montague Vil-
lages, Helen has devoted enormous
energy to the project. Need a logo?
She might know someone, or she
might spend hours searching online.
Want to make sure all the villages
are included? Helen organized local
meetings in public places to inform
and answer questions.

The Montague Villages board of
directors decided to create a website
and needed software called “Run My
Village,” which is designed to help
recruit members and link volunteers
with people in need, but which is not
free. Helen met with Roberta Potter,
director of the Montague Council on
Aging, and found that she had some
money in her budget to help.

Helen is on a mission to in-
volve as many people as possible
from diverse backgrounds. Though
Montague Center leads in the
membership numbers so far, she’d
like that to change so that the board
and membership represent all the
villages equally.

Helen is a collaborator at heart,
and loves working with people. “I
enjoy meeting new people and look
forward to forming new relation-
ships with others in Montague,” she
says. “Being involved in the pro-
cess of forming Montague Villages
is invigorating! I am energized by
all the different people | have al-
ready had the pleasure of meeting
in all the five villages of Montague
and can hardly wait to meet more
people who live in my community.
The isolation from others during the
COVID pandemic was extremely
difficult for me. I need to spend time
with others to revive myself.”

Her career in education put Hel-
en in constant contact with students,

teachers, administrators, and fam-
ilies. She earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in biochemistry from UMass
Amherst and worked as a research
assistant for a few years in the bio-
chemistry department. During this
time, she decided to go back to
college to become a science teach-
er. After earning her teaching cer-
tification, she taught science at the
Greenfield middle school for ten
years, and then went back to school
to earn her master’s degree.

That would have been plenty for
most people, but Helen decided to
continue her education, and earned
her doctoral degree in science ed-
ucation from UMass Ambherst in
1998. After that she worked for the
Holyoke public schools as the K-12
science coordinator and director un-
til she retired in 2014. In 2017 she
began delivering Meals on Wheels,
with the help of her husband Jim.

Now, she says, “I have passion
for helping create the Montague
Villages network. I have seen the
need that many seniors have for
connections to others. 1 am very
excited about working with others
to help create a network of volun-
teers who support and care for se-
niors in our community.”

She adds, “Montague Villages is
an all-volunteer organization that
is open to suggestions from the
community. We need people who
can help us set up our website, we
need people who know how to de-
sign pamphlets to help spread the
word, we need people who know
how to raise money, and we need
people to help us find people with
the skills needed for the formation
of our organization....

“Together we can make great
things happen! Please consider
getting involved and helping make
our organization something we can
all be proud of.”

To learn more about

how you can get involved in
Montague Villages, contact Helen
at helenmonvill@gmail.com or
Lee at wickswords@yahoo.com.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!




SEPTEMBER 21, 2023

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

B3

EXHIBITS

Great Falls Discovery Cen-
ter, Turners Falls: Intervals,
mixed-media prints about time on
handmade paper, by Karen Axtell.

Sawmill River Arts, Montague
Center: Megan Sward, guest art-
ist, showing ceramics in Septem-
ber and October.

Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts
and Arts: A. D. Tinkham Retro-
spective, paintings. Through Sep-
tember 30. Reception this Satur-
day, September 23 at 3 p.m.

Artspace, Greenfield: Shifting,
oil paintings reflecting on the pan-
demic with themes of isolation,
rest, healing, and community, by
Annaleah Moon Gregoire. Closing
reception next Friday, September
29, at5p.m.

Greenfield Gallery, Greenfield:
We'll Show U, group exhibit
showing works by Rachel Cyrene
Blackman, Bil Gardner, Youme
Nguyen Ly, M. Rudder, Emikan
Sudan, and John Vo. Through
October 6.

South Gallery, Greenfield Com-
munity College: Faculty Art Ex-
hibit, works by Chenda Cope,
Nick Meyer, Noah Paessel, Kelly
Popoff, Joan O’Beirne, and Jen
Simms. Through September 29.

Looky Here, Greenfield: The
Tuesday-verse: Sorcerer Cen-
tral, paintings by Olivia Hamilton.
Through September 29.

LAVA Center, Greenfield: The
Poetry of Puddles, photography
by Dave Madeloni. Through Sep-
tember.

The Gallery, Northfield Mount
Hermon School, Gill: Paintings

EXHIBIT

by Mwanga Wiliam, a Ugan-
dan-born painter and sculptor from
Brattleboro. Through October 6.

Memorial Hall, Deerfield: The
Allen Sisters. Two deaf sisters
developed the image that has de-
fined Deerfield for the past centu-
ry through photography. The ex-
hibit focuses on their view of the
innocence of childhood. Through
October 13.

Art in the Hall, Shelburne Falls:
Totz, Christin Couture’s portraits
of children play on Victorian con-
ventions. By appointment at red-
tidebluefire@gmail.com.

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shel-
burne Falls: Silver Anniversary
Show. Members’ exhibit celebrat-
ing the Coop’s 25th anniversary.
Through September.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel-
burne Falls: New Nocturnal
Paintings, by Chris Hill, and Art-
ful Harvest, photography by Lau-
rie Miles. Through October.

Gallery A3, Amherst: Piecing,
Connecting, Re-calling, work by
Rochelle Schicoff and Marianne
Connolly. Through September 30.

Anchor House of Artists,
Northampton: E. Joseph Mc-
Carthy, retrospective of paintings
from 50 years in the studio. Addi-
tional exhibits by Jonathan Stark,
Kevin Bouricius, Steven Robaire,

and Sunita Mudgett. Through
September.
Club George, Northampton:

Resurfacing: A Graphic Designer
Explores Textiles, work by Linda
Florio. Through September 30.

Northampton Senior Center:
Jeanne Weintraub, Montague art-
ist showing her wildlife and plant
prints. Through September.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Flower Killer; Turtle in a Bin; Screamers and Stompers;
Dogs, Human Lost and Found, Including Greenfield K-9

Monday, 9/11
9:16 am. Caller
that someone sprayed the

states

flowers that she sells with
weed killer and ruined
them. Services rendered.
11:55 am. Caller
cerned about a dog in a
black SUV at Food City.
Advised of complaint.
12:14 Landscape
truck on Montague City

con-

p.m.

Road parked too far in the
road; safety hazard.

3:21 pm. Walk-in
quests an officer to look at

1=

damage to her vehicle that
happened the previous
day on Third Street.

4:35 p.m. Caller reports a
suspicious person on Sev-
enth Street. Someone was
sitting on her porch 20
minutes ago, and when she
asked him what he was do-
ing, he apologized and said
he was in the area taking
a survey in the neighbor-
hood. He then went down
to T Street and she lost
sight of him. No police
services necessary.

9:52 p.m. Fourth Street
caller says someone keeps
knocking on the window
of her apartment and she
is nervous because her
child s
search negative.

11:28 p.m. Caller on Wen-
dell Road reports a vehicle
going by his house too fast,
judging by the sound of

sleeping. Area

Abigail Rorer at the Wendell Library

WENDELL - The Wendell
Free Library is exhibiting the
work of internationally known
wood engraver and illustrator
Abigail Rorer during the months
of September and October. Ror-
er is exhibiting a selection of
her engravings along with a few
drawings, including a silverpoint
drawing.

Rorer was drawn to wood and
relief engraving many years ago,
mainly through the graphic work
of the German Expressionists
and the engravings of Leonard
Baskin and Barry Moser. She has
a passion for drawing and for de-
tail, which translate well into en-
graving. Rorer says she consid-
ers the act of engraving as very
sculptural and a form of medita-
tion, finding it very peaceful and
refreshing to block out the world
and encase herself in the solitude
of engraving.

Wood engraving has endless
possibilities for images and ex-
perimentation. For the past few
years, Rorer has been experi-
menting with multi-block color
printing and transparent inks, us-
ing the synthetic material Corian
for her blocks. The process used
on Corian is exactly the same as
it would be on a wood block, and
she uses a Vandercook #4 proof
press to print her engravings. She
also works with various other
media including silverpoint, pen-
cil, pen and ink, and watercolor.

Rorer grew up outside Phila-
delphia and attended the Rhode
Island School of Design, gradu-

ROOT YOGA STUDIO

51 11 THST., TURNERS FALLS

413.676.9076

ROOT-YOGA-STUDIO.COM

NEW STUDENT SPECIAL
THREE CLASSES FOR $30

ating with a BFA in printmaking.
She’s illustrated more than 50
books with pen and ink draw-
ings. In 1989 she established The
Lone Oak Press to publish limit-
ed-edition fine art books featur-
ing her engravings and etchings.
In addition, she has been com-
missioned to do engravings for
other fine presses and the Folio
Society. The press is located in
her home on a farm in Petersham
and online at theloneoakpress.

Eye of the Rhino, by Abigail Rorer.

com.

The Wendell
is open Tuesdays 2 to 7 p.m.,
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Fridays 1 to 5 p.m., and Satur-
days 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A reception will be held Sat-
urday, October 7 from 1:30 to 3
p.m. During the reception Rorer
will demonstrate her techniques
of wood engraving and silver-
point drawing. This event is free
and open to the public.

Free Library

the car. He does not have a
description but says it has
gone by six times already.
Unable to locate.
Tuesday, 9/12

1:39
spotted by an officer at
building.
Checked, no one inside.
8:38 a.m. Multiple calls
from N Street about big
dogs attacking a small

a.m. door

Open

a Strathmore

dog. Report taken.

8:58 a.m. Walk-in reports
someone rear-ended her
truck, doing a little dam-
age, and did not want to
make a report and left the
scene. Investigated.

5:43 p.m. Larceny reported
on Third Street by a caller
who stated her neighbor
stole her Amazon package
and she has it on video. Of-
ficer advised.

6:09 p.m. Caller from G
Street has a snapping tur-
tle in her yard and wants
it removed. ACO not on
duty today. Officer arrived
and found the party had
caught the turtle in a bin
and was going down to the
riverbank to release it.
7:48 p.m. Caller says there
are two males in Uni-
ty Park drinking alcohol.
Called again to say young
kids are running in the
road and playing with the
men. Male party there with
his children and no alcohol.
Advised of park hours.
9:45 p.m. Caller states a
male party is standing in
the road by the town hall,
screaming. Area checked,
nothing found.
Wednesday, 9/13

11:28 am. Property man-
ager at Moltenbrey Apart-
ments requesting officers
to respond due to male
party standing outside and
screaming for people to go
outside and meet him. Area
checked, male not found.
11:46 am. Caller states
she abandoned her car in
the middle of the road
and went home. Advised
to return to her car. Rau’s
Towing en route.

1:13 p.m. Report of one
car cutting another off
turning onto the Turners
Falls-Gill bridge.

5:34 p.m. Caller states
he was hit by a car near
Cumberland Farms while
riding his scooter on Sep-
tember 4. A woman got
out of her car to check on
him, but then drove off.
Advised to fill out a state-
ment at the station.

6:05 p.m. Turners Falls
Road states her
neighbor is  shooting
guns, or setting oft’ a can-

caller

non, and it’s really loud;
she would like it to stop.
Officer advised homeown-
er of complaint.

7:34 p.m. Dunton Street
caller about
his
24-year-old son. Last seen
sitting on his bed at 7 a.m.

His overnight bag is miss-

concerned
the whereabouts of

ing, calls go straight to
voicemail, and no one has
heard from him. Advised
of options. Will fill out a

missing person report in
the morning.

8:55 p.m. Caller reports
harassment from his ex-
fiancée, and his ex threat-
ening him. They are still
living together. Advised
of options.

9:01 p.m. Fight reported
outside Millers Pub. Of-
ficers attempted to speak
to a few people, but no one
wanted to report anything.
Thursday, 9/14

12:14 am. East Main
Street caller says there
was a loud bang on the
floor 30 minutes ago from
the apartment above him.
7:21 am. Walk-in to file
missing person report for
his son.

8:20 a.m. Caller wants to
make a report stating he
was assaulted last night
at the Millers Pub. Officer
advised. Call back unsuc-
cessful; voicemail full.
10:50 a.m. North Park
Street caller reports her
bloodhound — Greentfield
police K-9 Ellie-May — had
gone missing from her
kennel. No collar or tags.
Caller called back to say
her fiancé found the dog.
5:05 p.m. Caller reports
missing son was found at a
recovery center in Canton.
Advised to let son know to
come into the station when
he is released so that he
can be verified and taken
out of the system.

5:26 p.m. Report of wires
down in the area of the
bridge on Greentfield Road,
not in the roadway. Officer
searched both sides of the
roadway and could not
find any.

6:25 p.m. Bridge Street
caller stated that there was
someone stomping around
and they put a cooler in
front of the door, blocking
it. Officer spoke to tenants
who said the party caus-
es a lot of issues in the
building, but the landlord
is currently trying to kick
him out. Peace restored.
Friday, 9/15

7:10 am. Caller would
like to speak to an officer
about an assault that oc-
curred at the Millers Pub
two nights ago.

11:24. am. Caller states
he would like it on record
that the upstairs neighbor
continues to make harass-
ing statements about him
and tells the landlord lies
about him. Advised of
options.

12:15 p.m. Chestnut Hill
Road caller saw two Ger-
man shepherds running
loose and chasing after a
deer. Dogs running loose
in the area recently, own-
ers unknown. Information
left for ACO.

1:35 p.m. Walk-in reports
that a large piece of metal
is in the road near the Far-
ren lot. Hazard removed.
5:12 p.m. 911 call for an ac-
cident in the Turners Falls
High School parking lot.
Officer advised there was
minor paint transfer; par-
ties are handling it among
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themselves.

9:30 p.m. Report of a loose
black dog in the Turners
Falls Road area. Owner
called in to see if anyone
had picked up a black Lab.
Advised of the location
where it was spotted.
Saturday, 9/16
12:22 am. Caller
cerned there have been big
work trucks up and down
Swamp Road, and some-
thing may have happened
in the area. Officer advises
trucks are painting lines
on Turners Falls Road.
2:16 p.m. Call about a large
tree limb hanging over
Griswold Street. Inves-
tigated; branch hanging
over a yard, not the road.
2:22 pm. Report of a
white dog with an or-
ange collar running loose
around G and Eleventh
streets. Unable to locate.
8:42 p.m. Caller says there
are people on the back
porch of a Fourth Street
building, screaming at
each other. Officer found
small group of people
dispersing as he arrived.
Peace restored.

9:43 p.m. Montague City
Road caller states there

con-

is loud music and instru-
ments and she is trying to
go to bed. Called back to
say the noise is gone.

11:38 pam. Caller from
Randall Road reports loud
noise outside of a neigh-
bor’s house due to a party
of some sort. Small gath-
ering located, advised to
quiet down.

Sunday, 9/17

1:12 p.m. Walk-in reports
harassing phone calls. Ad-
vised of options.

1:23 p.m. Motor vehicle
lockout on Turners Falls
Road.

1:44 pm. L Street caller
says a female is banging on
the door of a neighboring
apartment screaming to be
let in. Not as reported: door
handle is broken, resident
was knocking to be let in.
2:40 p.m. Caller wants it on
record that she backed into
a parked car when leaving
her driveway and left a note
on the car with her infor-
mation. Minor damage.
3:49 p.m. Officer flagged
down to assist with a loose
white pitbull on Turnpike
Road. Party will take the
dog in until the owner is
located. Owner located,
dog returned.

5:37 p.m. Caller on High
Street reported that their
dog Tilley, a medium-sized
mix, got loose and she is
fast and hard to catch. Dog
returned home.

5:44 pm. Dry Hill Road
caller says he heard gun-
shots close to his home
and he is nervous. Advised.
8:53 p.m. Caller with a
noise complaint of a live
band playing at a South
Prospect Street address.
Officer took noise read-
ings ranging from 50 to
55 dB from caller’s neigh-
borhood. Music has since
stopped.
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ARTIE from page B1
to be trained to search out marijuana; it’s
strictly narcotics that he seeks.

Artie isn’t the Montague department’s
first K9. Previously there was Satan in the
1970s, then Kyra, and then Sunny who
served. There is also Mack, the MPD com-
fort dog; he visits those who perhaps have
experienced trauma, and he serves as an am-
bassador to the community.

Officer Ruddock estimates that in Artie’s
nine years on the job, he *has helped locate
over 50 people; some crime suspects, some
of them lost or despondent folks who have
wandered off. And Artie has also sniffed out
over a kilo of narcotics.”

The team helped find a mom and her son
who had gotten a bit lost on Mount Sugarloaf
in South Deerfield. When the pair were finally
located and the boy saw Artie, he yelled out
“Artie!” Somehow the kid knew Artie, Rud-
dock recalled with a smile.

An initially baffling narcotics search in-
volving Artie occurred when a suspect’s
vehicle was stopped and Artie alerted offi-
cers to a sealed 18-pack of Pepsi. Was this a
mistake? But when officers opened the seal
and shook each can, sure enough, one can
rattled; opening it exposed a false bottom
holding 30 grams of crack cocaine.

Most calls for the team are in Franklin
County, but they sometimes go to other coun-
ties as well. Ruddock said, “I drive around
Franklin and the other counties and think,
I’ve been there, and there, and there!”

And Artie’s nose is pretty powerful.
Once, as officers went into dense growth to

PERFORMANCE REVIEW

Dan the Pirate Man

SUBNVIMED PHOTOS

Service awards earned by Artie and Officer Ruddock for their teanmwork.

find two people who had run into the woods,
one with a warrant, an officer lost his cruiser
keys. Artie found them in dense brush and
vines. Problem solved!

In 2018, the team of Officer Ruddock and
Artie was honored with the Massachusetts
Elks’ Enrique Camarena Award. Camarena, a
US Marine and an undercover Drug Enforce-
ment Administration agent, was murdered by
a Mexican cartel in 1985; the Elks grant the
award “to a member of law enforcement who
best exemplifies the qualities and principles
for which Camarena gave his life.” Artie and
Ruddock were also runners-up in the nation-
al awards. Quite an honor.

I asked Ruddock how he ended up as a
K9 officer. He told me he grew up in South
Deerfield, played sports, and after a move or
two, ended up back in the area. In his 20s

Thursday, 8/3

he had a German Shepherd named Kendall,
and together they did some search-and-res-
cue and canine obedience work. After that he
wanted, “more than anything, to work with a
dog on a K9 team.”

That came to pass in 2014, when Ruddock
and the newly-arrived Artie were appointed
to the team. “The best thing about working
together with Artie is the bond and the loyal-
ty” the two share, Ruddock told me somewhat
emotionally. He described Artie as “very socia-
ble and good tempered, and he is establishing a
great relationship in the community.”

Ruddock also said he had never realized
how it would affect his own relationship with
the community; he has made a lot of friends
and he is part of the community — although
now, he joked, people want to see Artie and
not so much him anymore!

At 10 years old, Artie is at what is often K9
retirement age. “Artie doesn’t act his age!”
Ruddock laughed. “He’s still healthy and
works as hard as he ever has and is still excited
to jump into the cruiser to get to work!” Rud-
dock said he does keep an eye on Artie for any
signs of the limiting effects of aging, which is
easy to do, as Artie lives at home with him.

The Montague police department has no
K9 budget; all of Artie’s upkeep and veteri-
narian bills are paid through donations. The
community has been generous, it seems; the
Elks Club, the Turners Falls Rod and Gun
Club, local residents, and other anonymous
donors have all contributed. This has allowed
the purchase of a special K9 cruiser with
safety and other features. These include a
heat alarm that alerts Ruddock remotely if the
cruiser gets too hot, and opens the windows
and starts a fan to cool things down. Nice ride!

Talking to Ruddock and witnessing Artie’s
energy and doggie smiles, it is obvious that
this is a happy and successful partnership.
And no, they haven’t had to rescue Timmy
who fell into the well (go get help, Lassie!) but
after nine years together, Ruddock said, “It’s
exciting and rewarding, when | look back.”

Donations to support Artie’s care can be
made by sending a check made out to “Mon-
tague PD K9 Artie” to the Montague PD at
180 Turnpike Road in Turners Falls. Officer
Ruddock can be contacted at jruddock@
montague.net or (413) 863-8911. MPD has
a K9 page on its website at mon-
tague-ma.gov/p/28/Police-Depart-
ment, as well as a Facebook page.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG

7:03 p.m. Summons bobcat running after

her ducks.

Chaps, Turtle in Road; Piglet, Puppy Loose; Weeds Too High

accident, French  the phone dialed.

Assisted

WLOSTOSIKI PHOTOS

Fire and bubbles from the Pirate Man at this month’s Franklin County Fair.

By MELISSAWLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD - | have found
quite a few things at the Franklin
County Fair to write about for the
Montague Reporter. This time |
found Daniel Jolley, the Pirate Man.

Jolley is an interactive come-
dian who dresses up and acts like
a pirate in his show. His website,
piratemandan.com, says he has
been performing since 2006 in Ver-
mont at age 15. He also juggles in
the show, and he has a working sail-
boat, which I believe he and any kid
could drive around in like a car.

I asked him about that, and about
some of the other things I saw in his
act at the fair. He mentioned the boat
took “about six months to make.”

His website says he used to be a
clown in his act, but started being a
pirate in 2016. The tricks in his show
have apparently changed since he
became the Pirate Man, though he
did already know how to juggle.

At the time we talked, he said
this year would be “the first time
[he’d] be doing the Big E.” The
Franklin County Fair has had him
for 10 years.

He changed from a clown to a
pirate because, in his words, “Peo-

ple were afraid of clowns.” He
considers his show as being popu-
lar with people.

As for my opinion of the show,
I saw him juggle three torches that
were on fire. He did that while mak-
ing jokes. Some of the interactive
part consisted of a kid from the audi-
ence helping him with a magic trick.
| found the juggling to be cool.

Other people were involved in
the interactive part, which came up
when he rode a huge, tall unicycle.
He made a bit of a gag out of trying
to get on it. He then rode the unicy-
cle while trying to make a balloon
animal. He was able to do that well
— he made a little dog.

He did one more trick with a
huge balloon, which another audi-
ence member helped him with. This
was very funny. He puts the balloon
on his whole head, which is why it
is funny. He runs around like that.
He, in fact, has his whole body in
the balloon at one point. He ended
up turning it into a gag.

I enjoyed watching Dan the Pirate
Man. He was a good comedian. After
the show, he drove the ship around
and made bubbles with it for people
to enjoy. | saw him doing it with my
own eyes, and got a photo of it.

10:53 a.m. Stray dog
captured at Main
Road residence.
11:24
advises

am. Caller
she found
an injured bird on
Route 2 and has it at
the campground.
Saturday, 8/5

10:08 am. Caller
from  Lamplighter
Way wants to file
lost passport report.
Sunday, 8/6

11:10 a.m. Assisted
another agency with
a vehicle parked at
Cumberland Farms
Falls
since 6 a.m., block-

in  Turners

ing the air pumps.
8:22 pm. Caller
reported visiting
someone whose dog
bit them, breaking
skin. ACO advised.
Monday, 8/7

10:26 a.m. Assisted
Erving PD with an
unwanted person on
Lillians Way.
Tuesday, 8/8

7:57
King Highway caller

am. French

advises tour bus has
been parked over fill
pad since yesterday.
4:05 pm. Caller
found a piglet run-
ning in West Gill
Road. Caller has the
pig, is standing by.
4:30 p.m. Chappell
Drive caller request-
ing a call about a
neighbor issue.

8:04:
down and power
out, West Gill Road.
Wednesday, 8/9
1:24 p.m. Removed

pm. Lines

a pair of chaps from
the travel lane on
Main Road.

service, Oak Street.
Thursday, 8/10
10:89 am. Assist-
ed Erving PD with
threat.

6:07 p.m. Suspicious
reported,
Munn’s Ferry Road.
8:05 p.m. Assisted
Montague PD on L
Street.

Friday, 8/11

4:55 p.m. Caller from

vehicle

Riverview Drive
found a ballard cover
in the road.

5:12 p.m. Caller from
French King High-
way states a package
was stolen from the
mailbox today.

6:49 pm. Assisted
Montague PD on
Fourth Street.
Saturday, 8/12
11:39 a.m. Assisted
Erving PD, French
King Highway.

4:038 p.m. Caller from
French King High-
way reports two-car
accident. Car smok-
ing, possible injury.
Sunday, 8/13

8:26 a.m. Tree fell on
primary wires and
transformer, West
Gill Road.

7:52 p.m. Accident,
French King High-
way. No injury.
7:58  pm.
ble chimney fire on
‘West Gill Road.
Tuesday, 8/15

5:38 p.m. Caller from
the French King
Highway reports an

Possi-

employee driving in
a company van with-
out permission.
Wednesday, 8/16
1:42 p.m. Mountain
Road caller reports a

6:09 p.m. Brownish
black Lab mix loose
on Mountain Road.
Thursday, 8/17
2:51 pm. Fighting
reported in a back
room on Main Road.
Friday, 8/18

9:54
have a flat tire on
the Highway,
waiting for AAA.
1:21 p.m. Caller re-
ports a
Lab puppy out for an
unattended walk on-
Mountain Road.
Sunday, 8/20

11:46 a.m. Assisted
Northfield PD with
a suspicious person.
Tuesday, 8/22
11:08 am. Walk-in
advising he believes

a.m. Parties

are

chocolate

a pavement scam
company came to his
Main Road house.
11:08 p.m. Party re-
ports he is behind
a vehicle swerving
all over the French
King Highway.
Wednesday, 8/23
11:55 a.m. Assisted
Montague PD on
Eleventh Street.

1:47 pm. Welfare
check, Turners
Falls-Gill Bridge.
5:32 pm. Caller ad-
vises an older-model
white Dodge pick-
up and small blue
Chevy pickup just
went up and down
Mountain Road at a
very high speed.
Thursday, 8/24
9:17 am. Tall weeds
causing obstruction
for traffic exiting
Barton Cove Road.

10:04 am. Minor

King Highway. Par- 1

ties lost after taking
wrong exit.

1:21 p.m. Greenfield
PD dispatcher re-
questing address be
checked for a UHaul
kept past rental date.
Friday, 8/25

5:30 a.m. Line down
on Myrtle Street.
Phone line from pole
to house ripped off;
limb is on the lawn.
1:37 pm. Automatic
911 notification of
accident, Main Road.
Operator transport-
ed to Franklin Medi-
cal Center.
Saturday, 8/26

4:59 a.m. Tree block-
ing Main Road. No
wires involved.

1:44 p.m. Report of
suspicious  activity,
Center Road. Possi-
bly trying to break
into a garage.

4:06 p.m. Montague
Gill
to be on the lookout

dispatch asks

for a red motorcycle,
operator in a black
Jacket, that failed to
stop on Avenue A.
8:19 p.m. Caller re-
ports fireworks on
West Gill Road.
Sunday, 8/27

5 p.m. Caller reports
people using metal
detectors in the field
across from the bus
company, West Gill
and Main roads.
Tuesday, 8/29

8:37 am. 911 mis-
dial, Walnut Street.
Caller they
have a phone with a

states

broken screen, and
were trying to shut
off the alarm when

FILAGE YoUIR BUSINESS GARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIVUM) GALL 86386066

p-m.
Montague PD with
search on Eleventh
Street.

8:24 p.m. Montague
PD requests officer
on Gill side of the
Turners Falls-Gill
Bridge. Report of
somebody down the
embankment.
Wednesday, 8/30
2:35 Minor
accident,  Turners
Falls-Gill Bridge.
Assisted
citizen removing a

pm.

3:18 p.m.

snapping turtle from
the French King
Highway travel lane.
3:29 pm. Car vs.
phone pole, Main
Road. No  wires
down; operator says
he is not injured.
5:31 pm. Assist-
ed Northfield PD
with accident, Main
Street. No injuries.
6:21 p.m. Caller ad-
vises her son crashed
a motorcycle, Boyle
Road. No injuries.
Thursday, 8/31
4:43 pm. Welfare
check on Walnut
Street.

7:16 p.m. Welfare
check on Main Road.
Person pulled over
appeared to be vom-
iting from a car onto
the Deter-
mined to be a subject
brushing her teeth.
8:48 p.m.
Road caller advises
a small SUV stopped
in front of her house
and it sounded like
a male and female

road.

Center

were arguing. Ad-
vised the vehicle left
toward Main Road.
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TRAVELS from page B1

I could possibly remember when | took a tour the next
morning of the Homarus Eco-Centre, just outside of
Shediac. You’ll know you’re there when you see a big
red building and a gigantic lobster statue. Homarus
provides a deep dive into the lives of lobsters and the
marine ecosystem of the Northumberland Strait, the
body of water that separates New Brunswick from
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia.

When we met Ron Corbiel, a former lobster boat
captain who runs dinner tours, he told us a lot about
how the fishermen of the region banded together sev-
eral years ago to push the conservation measures that
have expanded the fishery and kept it sustainable. The
fishermen set the limits and restrictive rules themselves
to preserve the lobsters... and it worked.

A big part of the success story is what happens at
Homarus. They take the eggs found on female lobsters,
and separate them to be raised in tanks at fisheries. When
these millions of stronger baby lobsters are released into
the water column, they have a 40% chance of surviving,
versus a 1% shot in the natural order of things. This has
meant more lobster for everyone, as long as no fishermen
keep the little ones or the pregnant females.

Exploring Nature

We took a walk one night, through a very dark
wood, to a spectacle called Akadi Lumina. We started
out in a crowd of people, all ticketed for specific start
times. Nobody knew what to expect.

The path we walked, lit by little lanterns, featured
nine different and stunning light shows, some with
LEDs strewn into patterns on the forest floor, and oth-
ers with giant hologram images of dancers... It was an
epic show, a 60-minute ramble through the woods to
be startled by each stop.

Akadi Lumina is so popular it’s sold out for three
more weeks, amazing tourists and locals alike — nothing
like this has ever been created in the Maritimes.

One of New Brunswick’s most enduring qualities
is that it’s so big and there are so few people there.
The province is about the size of Maine, but has only
775,000 residents compared to Maine’s roughly 1.37
million. This means that even in the most impressive
natural places, such as the beaches and hiking trails,
you don’t ever feel the crush of the crowd.

The beaches are sparkling, uncrowded, and the
water gets a lot warmer here than on the chilly coast
of Maine. One of the most pristine and impressive
of these beaches was at the Kouchibouguac National
Park, near the town of Saint-Louis de Kent. A half-
mile long wooden boardwalk extends out a long way
to Kelly Beach, and along the way you can see tiny
piping plovers and other birds in their native habitat.

We met a couple from the Netherlands who run a
cozy and comfortable inn called L’Ancrage Bed &
Breakfast. Liane Greter and Kores Wouters have cre-
ated a successful restaurant and inn here, encouraged
partly because there was no place that offered seafood
that wasn’t fried. They came here ten years ago from
Europe, and have built a restaurant called Captain’s
Resto with a large new dining area and kitchen, but
they are still figuring out the many challenges of get-
ting staff and having it all work out.

“We bought a pontoon boat a few years ago,” Ko-
res explained, “because we wanted to give our guests

something additional to do when they were here and
they had already seen the Kouchibouguac park. Our
tours take guests all the way around to the other side
where seals congregate, and they have a chance to see
other birdlife close up.”

While most of the nights we stayed in New Bruns-
wick were at small inns and hotels, we also got a chance
to sleep in a pretty cool alternative: Cielo Glamping
Maritime, a series of luxury camping domes on the
beach in Shippagan. And indeed it was luxurious. In-
side our private dome — they have four available —was a
full kitchen, a very fancy bathroom, and a cozy bed that
afforded a killer view. Outside was a Big Green Egg
barbecue and our own private hot tub.

For meals at Cielo Maritime, we repaired to the cozy
little bar called The Hub. Here we created our own char-
cuterie board picking ingredients from their freezer and
cooler and enjoyed some of their specialty cocktails. A
very fun atmosphere, and truly glamping.

A Deep History

Our trip also had a history angle, as we included a
visit to the Acadian Village in Bertrand, and took in a
joyous Acadian songfest and full-on musical spectacu-
lar on the last day of the season at Pays de la Sagouine
in Bouctouche.

The jolly songs, with keyboard, fiddle, and plenty
of boot-tapping, tell the history of the Acadians, who
were Catholic and French, and were forced to leave
New Brunswick in 1755 when the British wanted to
take over their houses, dominate the land, and keep
the lucrative fur trade going. In that dark year more
than 10,000 Acadians living in Nova Scotia were sent
to other parts of colonial America like Cape Breton,
Louisiana. But many of them moved back, and they
brought their music with them.

We explored the Acadian Village one morning. When
you enter the main building here, up on the wall are
dozens of familiar family names, like Hebert, LeBlanc,
and Cormier, of Acadian families who once lived nearby.
The village has about 40 historic wooden buildings, and
inside each one, a re-enactor or two is cooking lunch,
spinning wool, or carving the stays for a barrel.

It was fun to watch them working, and explaining
what they were doing in both French and English, the
way everything in New Brunswick is done — twice.
The houses range from the early 1800s to 1942.

One of the principles of the tourism boards of Canada
is not to forget the original inhabitants of the big country.
In New Brunswick that would be the Mi’kmagq people,
who have a reserve here called Elsipogtog First Nation.

We met with three women members of the tribe,
who took us out into the woods and shared about many
of the healing properties of common items found in
forests. They also took us inside a replica of a long-
house and a wigwam and told about their history here.

Being in the woods and hearing their age-old
passed-down wisdom was a fascinating experience,
for First Nation, Canadians, and Americans alike.

Local travel editor Max Hartshorne writes about
traveling around our region, and a little beyond. Max is
the editor of GONOMAD Travel and hosts the short-form
GoNOMAD Travel Podcast, which you can
hear at anchor.fm/max-hartshorne. Find out
more about New Brunswick at explorenb.com.

The Acadian Village in Bertrand, New Brunswick features
a series of preserved houses with re-enactors who portray
Acadian characters in different periods of history.

A Mikmagq longhonse at Elsipogtog First Nation.

Inside the glamor dome at Cielo Glamping Maritime in Shippagan.

Montague Gommunity Television News

Solace In Reruns

By HANNAH BROOKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - If you, too,
are sad about the recent race cancel-
lation and need a dose of soapbox,
check the MCTYV archives for foot-
age of past derby events!

This week we have footage from
Montague selectboard, finance
committee, and board of assessors
meetings, a Gill selectboard meet-
ing, as well as “Vera for Love”
performing at the Woolman Hill
Retreat Center in Deerfield, and the
“Honoring Our Elders” event with
Susan and Jonathan von Ranson at
the Wendell Meetinghouse.

There’s always something new
to watch on MCTV, and we are
always up to something. We are
currently looking for businesses
to participate in our Local Busi-

ness Spotlight. If you are interest-
ed in having your business fea-
tured, please reach out to infomon-
taguetv@gmail.com. And be sure
to check our website and Vimeo
page for all the newest videos!

MCTYV is always available to
assist in local video production as
well. Cameras, tripods, and light-
ing equipment are available for
checkout, and filming and editing
assistance can be provided. Stop
by the station, 34 Second Street in
Turners Falls, sometime between
Monday and Friday, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., email us, or give us a call at
(413) 863-9200.

If there is something going on
you think others would like to see,
get in touch — we can show you
how easy it is to use a camera and
capture the moment.

HARTSHORNE PHOTOS

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Mark Saturday’s Equinox at the Sunwheel

AMHERST - The public is invited to join UMass
Ambherst astronomer Stephen Schneider among the
standing stones of the campus Sunwheel to observe sun-
rise and sunset this Saturday, September 23 — the autum-
nal equinox. These events mark the astronomical change
of seasons with presentations explaining how the Sun-
wheel marks the changing position of the sun and moon
as seen from Earth. The gatherings will be held in person
at 6:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Observers standing at the center
of the Sunwheel can see the sun rise and set over particu-
lar stones placed to mark the equinoxes.

Schneider will explain the Sunwheel’s design and
compare it to ancient sites around the world. He will dis-
cuss the astronomical cause of the sun’s changing posi-
tion during the approximately hour-long gatherings. He
will explain why days and nights are nearly equal on the
equinox (equi means “equal” in Latin, and nox means
“night™), and answer other questions about astronomy.

The exact minute of the autumnal equinox this year
is 2:50 a.m. on September 23. This marks the moment
the sun crosses the celestial equator from north to south,
ushering in fall in the northern hemisphere. People on the
equator see the sun pass directly overhead at noon on the

equinox. Six months of daylight begin at the South Pole,
six months of nighttime at the North Pole.

On any other day, either the northern or southern
hemisphere is tilted toward the sun. For anyone not at
the North or South Pole, on the equinox the sun rises
due east, stays up for 12 hours, and sets due west.

If the skies in Amherst are clear, a telescope will be
set up before the morning session, beginning about 6
a.m., to view Venus in its crescent phase and possibly
Jupiter and its moons. During the evening session a so-
lar telescope will be set up before sunset to safely view
the sun’s surface. Afterward there will be an opportuni-
ty to look at the waxing gibbous moon.

The UMass Amherst Sunwheel is located south of
McGuirk Alumni Stadium, just off Rocky Hill Road
(Amity Street), about a quarter mile south of University
Drive. Visitors should be prepared for wet footing, and
mosquito repellent is highly recommended (see article,
Page Al). Heavy rain cancels the events, but the talks
will be given if there are clouds or light rain.

For last-minute changes because of weather or oth-
er problems, please check the UMass Sunwheel web-
site at www.umass.edu/sunwheel.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!
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The Reporter is looking for vol-
unteers to help us curate this
listing. Interested? Contact us at
editor@montaguereporter.org!

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Montague Village Store, Mon-
tague Center: Vimana. Free.
6 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Edd, Purple Dawn. $. 7 p.m.
Stone  Church, Brattleboro:
Murphy's Law, Grade 2, Tired
of Trying. $. 8 p.m.

The Drake, Amherst: Winter-
pills, Original Cowards, Fancy
Trash. $. 8 p.m.

Academy of Music, Northamp-
ton: Clannad. $. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

MASS MoCA, North Adams: Si-
erra Ferrell, The Devil Makes
Three, Allison Russell, more. $.
See www.massmoca.org for info.

Montague Mill Haus: Rong, Sink,
Halo Bite, Corrode. $. 6 p.m.

Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-
ers Falls: Don Lacoy. No cover.
7 p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Butch
Vs. Femme Olympics. $. 7 p.m.

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: The Green Sisters. $. 7:30
p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
She Said. $. 8 p.m.

Red Cross, Northampton: Pat-

EENAAAAAANIAIANNANNNNNNANN

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM

HEIRY!

ter, Bubble Scary, Sleep De-
stroyer. $. 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Al-
lysen Callery, Andrew Victor.
No cover. 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

MASS MoCA, North Adams:
Dropkick Murphys (Acoustic),
Bombino, Aoife O'Donovan, Al-
ison Brown, many more. $. See
www.massmoca.org for info.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wendell
Country Store 30th Anniversa-
ry Celebration with Eric Love, 2
Car Garage, more. Free. 4 p.m.

Belltower Records, North Ad-
ams: Schenectavoidz, Cheap
Heat, Ground Sweat, Main
Breaker. $. 6 p.m.

Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-
ers Falls: Jimmy Just Quit. No
cover. 6:30 p.m.

The Perch at Hawks & Reed,
Greenfield: Pamela Means per-
forms Abbey Road. $. 7 p.m.

Everything But Comics,
Northampton: Mal Devisa, Thus
Love, Film & Gender, Letters of
Marque. Benefit for Liyang Net-
work. $. 7 p.m.

Cold Spring Hollow, Belcher-
town: Anne-F Jacques, Gudinni
Cortina & Gabriel Drolet, Anan-
ya Ganesh, Kat Mazur & Stella
Silbert. $. 7 p.m.

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: Keith Murphy & Becky Tra-

cy. $. 7:30 p.m.

Bellows Falls Opera House,
Bellows Falls, Vermont: Chris
Smither, The Suitcase Junket.
$. 7:30 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Af-
terglo. $. 8 p.m.

Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro:
Daniel Higgs, Chris Weisman.
$. 8 p.m.

Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Lost Film, Laveda, Shrill
Pill $. 8 p.m.

Hutghi's At The Nook, Westfield:
Space Camp, Distend, Ashen
Veil, Holy Taker. $. 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

MASS MoCA, North Adams: Lu-
kas Nelson, Rhiannon Giddens,
Mighty Poplar, many more. $.
See www.massmoca.org for info.
Red Cross, Northampton: Jyon-

son Tsu Band, Phroeggs, Grass
Path, Jenn Taiga. $. 3 p.m.

Stone Church, Brattleboro: Ka-
onashi, Wisdom & War, Hard
Cash. $. 7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Henry Rollins, spoken word. $.
8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: The Valley Moonstompers
Society, ska. $. 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Shea Theater, Turners Falls:

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION
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CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
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Submiit your comrics
(and puzzles) to editor
@montaguereporter.org.

Original & local

creations only, please!
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Satisfaction, Rolling Stones
tribute. $. 8 p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: The
Leafies You Gave Me, Hedge-
witch, Justice Cow. $. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Palladium, Worcester: Canni-
bal Corpse, Mayhem, Gorguts,
Blood Incantation. $. 5:30 p.m.

Stone Church, Brattleboro:
Slobdrop, Voidbearer, Chiburi,
Mars Hendrick, Stresselbee,
Slow Pony. $. 6 p.m.

Pioneer Brewery, Turners Falls:
Stillwater Band. No cover. 7 p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Two
Step and Karaoke Night. No
cover. 7 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Red Guitar film screening with
John Sheldon. $. 7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Reed Foehl, Workman Song. $.
8 p.m.

The Drake, Amherst: Jonathan
Coulton. $. 8 p.m.

Dream Away Lodge, Becket:
Thalia Zedek, All Feels. No cov-
er. 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Gateway City Arts, Holyoke:
Sandy Bailey CD release, Cloud-
belly, Luna Dawn. $. 7 p.m.

Everything But Comics,
Northampton: Zebu, Blahsum,
Chris Wardlaw, Sleep Destroy-
er.$. 7:30 p.m.

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION
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looking forward...

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1

Retreat Farm, Brattleboro: Or-
chard Aid benefit feat. Zara
Bode & Stefan Amidon, Slow
Pony, Pete Bernhard, Hazel-
nuts, more. $. 1 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
Kabaka Pyramid. $. 8 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5
Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Major Stars, Jeffrey Alex-
ander & the Heavy Lidders,
Bhajan Bhoy. $. 8 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
Stone Church, Brattleboro:
Ruth Garbus, Locate S,1. $.
8 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19
Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro:
Damon & Naomi, Wet Tuna,
Dredd Foole. $. 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20

Dream Away Lodge, Becket:
Mirah. No cover. 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28

The Drake, Amherst: Light-
ning Bolt. $. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Palladium, Worcester: Fish-
bone, GZA. $. 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
The Pharcyde. $. 8:30 p.m.

JAN ATAMIAN ILLUSTRATION
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here on the Flat, stripping branches bare by the Fourth of
July. The trees have only slightly leafed out in a second
growth, leaving the sky visible through the unnatural and
and unseasonal lacework of their highest branches.

Nighttime katydids still rasp out their scratchy
love songs, but are much slower between syllables,
probably due to the cooler nights. They may persist
on through to Halloween, depending on the caprices
of the season.

The bird population has shifted: the last nighthawks
winged down from northern New England. They were
last seen on September 7, heading south ahead of the
first frosts. These birds live primarily on the wing,
catching insects, and like the chimney swifts that used
to race through the skies over our village, they can’t
afford to be caught by an early frost.

Even bushes and trees are empty, save for the titmouse
clan —and the local jays, who never seem to leave.

I’m a cold weather person at heart. Most of my
summer rituals involve some sort of preparation for
winter. These days, | catch myself looking fondly at
my woodpile. It’s carefully and artfully stacked in a
five-foot-tall drying circle, looking a lot like a beehive
hut constructed by Irish monks. It was a summer cas-
tle for chipmunks, and for the families of garter snakes
who love sunning on its warm wood.

We have brought up to the woodshed all the sapling
poles that serve as kindling, too. We use up every bit of
the tree: small treetop branches are good for fire-start-
ers. I cut the poles into foot-long lengths to toss into the
fire with the twigs, to accompany the bigger chunks of
oak and ash. Nothing goes to waste; even the bark is
used to give the fire a boost when necessary.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Free Square

In our woods, the maples are so plentiful their sapling
offspring grow like weeds. When those sapling poles
reach a skinny height of 12 or 14 feet, | thin them out,
letting sunshine better filter down to the woodland floor
to encourage the spring trout lilies and lady slippers.

I do like the thought of firing up the cast iron 1912
Glenwood C cookstove, clicking contentedly as it
warms the house. All is ready: the chimney sweep vis-
ited in July, so the chimney and stove pipe are clean
and clear; the stove’s six-lid stovetop has been pol-
ished and burnished.

How much longer will we resist the temptation to
light the fire against the evening chill? Lighting the stove
for the first time always deserves special mention in the
journal of house happenings, the list of firsts and lasts.

At least there’s no longer a need to put up the wood-
en, 1930s-era storm windows. All the windows of the
old house have been replaced with modern thermal
glass units. | do sort of miss getting up on the ladder
and wrestling those storm windows into place, forcing
in tight the eyebolt screws. It was a good way to re-
fresh acquaintance with the high reaches of this house,
up on the second-floor porch roof where I never went
except two times a year, when | used to put storms up
and take them down.

Nowadays those antique windows sit in the back-
yard garden shed in their well-deserved retirement.
Like a lot of old stuff around here, I don’t have the
heart to throw them away.

But all that belongs to the last century, as do 1!

Who knows what the new season holds as the year
begins to wind down. | hope you will step
through that door as I do, excited about what
the world outside will offer up next.

TRULY EXCELLENT BREAKING NEW

Pothole Pictures!

SHELBURNE FALLS —In March 2020, Pothole Pictures

Dance at Gill
Town Hall

GILL - This Saturday, September 23,
from 7 to 10 p.m. there will be a square dance
with live music and a caller at the Gill town
hall. This free event will help kick off the an-
nual Gill Fall Festival occurring the follow-
ing day, Sunday, on the common in front of
the town hall.

The band for the square dance will be the
Falltown String Band, with renowned square
dance caller Doug Wilkins teaching and call-
ing the dances.

Beginners are welcome. There will be
a 20-minute introductory lesson, starting
promptly at 7 p.m.

This free and handicap-accessible event
is organized by the Gill recreation commit-
tee, and is funded with a grant from the Gill
Cultural Council. It coincides with the Fall
Festival, which is organized each year by the
town’s agricultural commission. Committee,
council, and commission are collaborating in
hopes of a fun-filled weekend!

was on the verge of celebrating 25 years as a volunteer-run
community movie theater, days before opening night of its
spring season, when the COVID lockdown shuttered movie
theaters. After a three-year “pandemic pause,” the historic
400-seat Memorial Hall Theater, located on the second floor
above Shelburne Town Hall at 51 Bridge Street, is open
again, with many of the same films in the fall-winter lineup.

The season opener is a special one-night showing on
Saturday, October 7: the 1916 silent film Snow White, with
an original score performed live by harpist-composer Les-
lie McMichael and her sister Barbara McMichael on viola.
A half hour of free music — eclectic folk tunes by Eveline
MacDougal, John Clark, and Rob Adams — starts at 7 p.m.
Admission for this special event is $15 at the door.

The regular season follows two weeks later, October 20 and
21, with the 2018 documentary The Biggest Little Farm. The
Saturday screening will be followed by a panel of local farm-
ers and farm advocates connecting the film to climate-change
impacts on local farms. The seven-film series continues with
Dr. Strangelove, Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon, Moonrise
Kingdom, The Lady Eve, and Mystery Train, and concludes
February 16 and 17 with the children’s classic Mary Poppins.

The full schedule, including pre-movie musical acts, will
soon be available at shelburnefallsmemorialhall.org.

Regular tickets at Pothole Pictures remain only $6 for
adults and $4 for children 12 and under... and the popcorn
still sells for the 1995 price of $1 per bag!

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!
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