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LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Public Forums 
Promised Over 
Fate of Field 
Library Building

By JEFF SINGLETON

TURNERS FALLS – The 
death on December 18 of Steve 
Kulik, the former state represen-
tative from Worthington who rep-
resented seventeen small towns in 
the 1st Franklin District, has elicit-
ed an outpouring of remembrances 
and accolade for a beloved – and 
effective – public servant.

Kulik, who served for 25 years 
in the legislature, was a great advo-
cate for the unique needs of small 
rural towns – for adequate funding 
of small school districts, for public 
health, and for infrastructure such 
as broadband internet.

As a founder and legislative 
chair of the Small Town and Ru-
ral Caucus, he worked his way into 
the House leadership, becoming 
vice chair of the powerful Joint 
Committee on Ways and Means, 
which plays a central role in fash-
ioning the annual state budget.

Many commentators in the 
regional press have reflected on 
Kulik’s low-key and collegial per-
sonality, which often seemed the 
antithesis of the popular definition 
of “politician.” 

“He was just so humble and 
guided by a deep set of morals,” 
Natalie Blais, who replaced Kulik 
as 1st Franklin representative, told 
the news website MassLive.com. 

“The actions he took every day 
in the Statehouse were led by the 
constituents he represented.”

“Steve was such a good and 
kind man who leaves a legacy of 
public service and benefit to so 
many,” Franklin Regional Coun-
cil of Governments executive 
director Linda Dunlavy told the 
Hampshire Gazette. 

Public officials and others we 
spoke with for this article invari-
ably stressed these personal char-
acteristics.

“It was never about him,” Geoff 
Beckwith, the director of the Mass- 
achusetts Municipal Association 
(MMA), which advocates at the 
statewide level for city and town 
governments, told the Montague 
Reporter. “I have never met a fin-
er public servant.”

Ellen Story, the former Am-
herst representative whose own 
legislative career from 1992 to 
2017 coincided almost perfectly 
with Kulik’s, also emphasized his 
personal integrity and his loyalty 
to his rural constituents. 

“Many people in his district have 
said that he is the only Democrat 
they ever voted for,” she told us.

A Game of Thrones
But does being a kind and 

friendly person who advocates for 

LOOKING BACK

A Friend On the Hill 

The late Rep. Steve Kulik, seen here at a 2014 event announcing the state grant 
that covered two-thirds of  the cost of  building Unity Skatepark in Turners Falls.

see KULIK page A7

By GEORGE BRACE

At their meeting Tuesday, Lever-
ett’s selectboard met with members 
of the committee for the future of the 
Field Library building to discuss the 
committee’s work, its proposals for 
the fate of the historic building, and 
its plans to reach out to the commu-
nity with information. Among other 
business, the board also held a sec-
ond property tax classification hear-
ing due to an error in the calculations 
the board of assessors had submitted 
to the state Department of Revenue.

In questioning representatives of 
the “Ad Hoc Committee for the Fu-
ture of the Field Library Building” 
on the status of its work, chair Tom 
Hankinson referenced the issue of 
voters at last year’s annual town 
meeting “feeling they were not 
aware” of the details behind a war-
rant article proposing the sale of the 
historic, town-owned, Field build-
ing to a private non-profit group.

That town meeting article failed 
to move forward, and the complaint 
led to the formation of the com-
mittee, charged with exploring the 
town’s options and providing the 
community with information and an 
opportunity for engagement. 

Hankinson said there were 
“strong feelings” on the subject, and 

see LEVERETT page A7

National Study Pours 
Resources Into Local 
Towns’ Drug Response

By SARAH ROBERTSON

GREENFIELD – The Opioid 
Task Force of Franklin County and 
the North Quabbin has been awarded 
around $491,000 to spend this year 
on addiction-related services and 
education as part of a national study 
focused on preventing overdose 
deaths. Montague, Greenfield, Or-
ange, and Athol have been selected 
to be included in the HEAL Initia-
tive, a project funded by the federal 
National Institutes of Health (NIH).

The goal of the HEAL Initiative, 
which stands for Helping End Ad-
diction Long Term, is to reduce the 
number of opioid overdose-related 
deaths by 40% in selected commu-
nities over the next three years. The 

chosen communities will decide on 
and implement their own strategies 
for harm reduction.

Dozens of towns and cities in 
Massachusetts, New York, Ken-
tucky, and Ohio were identified 
to be a part of the study. Four of 
the 16 selected in Massachusetts, 
Montague, Greenfield, Orange and 
Athol, will be assessed as one clus-
ter overseen by the Opioid Task 
Force, a coalition founded by the 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office.

The study – and the funds that 
come with it – will help the Task 
Force coordinate with area agen-
cies to increase the public’s access 
to the anti-overdose drug Narcan 
and conduct education and outreach  

see RESPONSE page A5

WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Freshly Elected 
Representative 
Hears an Earful 
From Wendell

see WENDELL page A6

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Newly elected state representa-
tive Aaron Saunders came in person 
to the Wendell selectboard’s second 
hybrid meeting on December 21, 
the longest night of the year. His 
newly-configured 7th Hampden Dis-
trict includes Wendell, New Salem, 
Petersham, and Shutesbury along 
with Belchertown and Ludlow, a 
35-minute drive from one end to the 
other and the second-largest legisla-
tive district in Massachusetts. 

Saunders said he came more to 
listen than to speak.

Right away acting selectboard 
chair Dan Keller brought up the 
payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) 
for the large area in Wendell owned 
by the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. The state pays no taxes as 
such, but makes a payment directly 
to the town instead. 

In his 40 years watching Wen-
dell’s finances, Keller said, first on 
the finance committee and then on 
the selectboard, he has seen PILOT 
payments “progress backwards.” 

Saunders said 1st Franklin repre-
sentative Natalie Blais is leading an 

In one of  many local projects the study will fund this year, the Community Health 
Center of  Franklin County will be able to make a bulk order of  buprenorphine, 

a medication that helps users withdrawal from opioids and blocks them from working.
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Turners Falls’s Raygan Pendriss looks for a teammate behind a wall of  Panthers – 
Fota Ndiaye, Whitney Dunklee, and Kyler McClelland. Lily Spera, behind her, 
scored 10 points in the Thunder’s 45-28 loss at Pioneer Valley on December 29.

See Page A8 for a recap of  the basketball we missed over the break!
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By JEFF SINGLETON

Two days before Christmas, 
the town of Montague learned that 
it has secured a $975,000 Con- 
gressional appropriation to speed 
up the improvements along Avenue 
A in Turners Falls. The source of 
the funds, announced by represent- 
ative Jim McGovern’s office, is 
an $18 million federal “earmark” 
passed by the House and Senate 
over the holidays.

Montague town administrator 
Steve Ellis told the Reporter that the 
$975,000 will greatly accelerate the 
town’s ongoing “Avenue A Street-
scape” program, which has mostly 
been funded by smaller portions of 
annual federal community develop-
ment block grants (CDBG). 

A letter from the Montague se-
lectboard supporting the project, 
now posted on the town website, 
indicated that the town had spent 

Montague Presented   
With Windfall Earmark 
For Avenue A Makeover

see EARMARK page A6
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By DAVID BRULE

MILLERS FALLS – And now, 
with the coming of December, I 
again find I’ve completed my sta-
tions of the year once more.

Those summer mornings of 
July seemingly so long ago now, 
were steaming in humidity, or 
were bone dry as dew-damp foot-
prints on the deck vanished in 
the early heat of the sun. 7 a.m. 
in summertime always found me 
savoring black coffee and a book 
in the shade of my Montmorency 
cherry tree at the east edge of the 
open porch.

By mid-fall I had migrated a 
few feet from the cherry tree shade 
to settle midway across the deck, 
now a bit closer to the kitchen 
door. I had moved my chair ever 
so slightly to enjoy the waning 
strength of the autumn sun, and the 
wild colors of fiery October.

I have today once again reached 
the last destination of the year’s 
fourth. I’m back where my porch 
peregrinations began twelve 
months ago, pilgrim and wander-
ing minstrel of the turning cycles 
of a year out of doors.

I find myself where I started 
out, snug again in the open wood-
shed at the western end of the 
porch, facing the east where the 
sun should soon be showing it-
self. I shelter with the woodstack 
of ash, maple, birch and oak. The 
shed is open to the east, catching a 
slanting sun even in mid-day. The 
woodpile itself, carefully stacked 
and split, with dry and cracked 
ends arranged ever so evenly, 
warms my back one last time be-
fore that final combustion and re-
lease of years of green growth and 
drying in the sun.

Our task is often described by 
old farmer poets as embodying the 
“ambiguity of all seasonal work 
that will never be done”.

Those of us who build wood-
piles look upon such neat, crafted 
handiwork with pride and affec-
tion. We know that we’ve only 
built them up to tear them down, 
but they are beautiful while they 
last. Then we start all over again.

From time to time I fancifully 
catch myself trying to remember, 
or recognize, parts of individual 
trees that years ago I harvested. I 
sometimes recall the now-dimin-
ished grandeur of a 30-foot tree, 
reduced down to 15-inch piec-
es just right for the Glenwood C 
cookstove. Alas, most of the time 
I’m unsuccessful at conjuring up 
that vanished vision of a tall tree 
on the edge of the woods. 

Yet sometimes there are the 
telltale signs of the beaver’s tooth, 
of the busy creature who started 
my wood scavenging process by 
gnawing through the first layers 
of tasty bark, and prepping the 
tree for the stove. 

Indeed the local beaver family 
has often helped me in my fire-
wood harvest. They come over to 
our shore along the west-flowing 
river from their lodge on the ox-
bow marsh across from us. Often 
they girdle oaks or chew through 
maples trying to get them to drop 
where they can reach the tender 
bark of the upper branches. More 
often than not the maples get hung 
up in other maples or birch. 

That’s where I come in. I pull 
them down and leave them lying 
flat on the shore. Sure enough the 
next night the beavers come back 
and harvest the branches, leaving 
me a clean, limbless trunk. We 
have a good working relationship.

But years go by before any 
individual tree makes it to the 
woodshed. The trunk has to be 
sectioned into three-foot lengths 
by bowsaw or chainsaw, hauled 
on a sled over snow to the house, 
split lengthwise, cut into cook-
stove lengths, stacked for two or 
three years, then moved up to the 
back porch and into the woodshed 
near the kitchen door. There it 
waits patiently. 

That annual version of the 
woodpile continues to dry by itself 
and, by the way, creates a bit of 
warming backdrop for me sitting 
here in my Adirondack chair writ-
ing you this letter.

All manner of wood winds up 
here: not only beaver-dropped 
maples, but also the windfall 
blowdowns of old oaks giving up 
their arms and branches, or small 
two-inch-bole saplings that need-
ed to be thinned out to let trout 
lilies and lady slippers bloom 
beneath the canopy. Sometimes 
John from up in Northfield brings 
down a cord or two. You can nev-
er have enough firewood.

This whole process connects 
me down the years to other wood-
piles that we’ve built up and torn 
down, just to start all over again. 
It’s a reassuring cycle. It keeps us 
responsible to our household, and 
helps us to keep going year after 
year. Got to get in the wood, the 
family’s counting on it.

Getting in the wood connects 
me with the ancestors and past 
generations, too. This old house 
was built of wood one hundred and 
fifty years ago, back in the 1870s. 

Above: Our special wrapping paper edition, right out front at Green Fields Market in Greenfield. 
(Sorry to spam you; we’re very excited.)West Along the RiveR

Woodshed 
Journals

POLLY FRENCH ILLUSTRATION

see WEST ALONG page B5

By NATAN COHEN

TURNERS FALLS – Like many 
casual Star Wars fans, I had little in-
terest in Disney’s Andor television 
series when it was first announced 
in late 2018. Andor serves as a pre-
quel of sorts to the 2016 film Rogue
One: A Star Wars Story – itself a 
war story immediately preceding 
the original 1977 space fantasy epic 

Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope
– in which (spoilers) Cassian Andor 
dies at the end. What was the point 
in diving into the backstory of a 
character we barely knew from an 
above-average franchise film? 

I had no idea what I was in for, 
and if you haven’t watched it yet, 
neither do you.

A common refrain from viewers 
is that Andor could have been set in 

By CLAIRE HOPLEY

LEVERETT – It’s a good bet 
that anyone who likes cooking also 
likes cookbooks, so it would seem 
to be a no-brainer that a cookbook 
is the ideal gift for the cooking 
mavens on your list. But as soon 
as you begin to follow through on 
this good thought, a question arises: 
Which cookbook, exactly? 

What if the cook already has the 
book you have chosen from some 
eye-catching display? Unless you 
can review their cookbook collec-
tion, you won’t be able to answer 
this question. But you can sidestep 
it by buying a just-published book. 
According to NPD Bookscan, over 
17,000 cookbook titles were pub-
lished in 2021, and you have plenty 
to choose from in 2022 as well. 

Here’s another problem. Which 
of these will the cook in your life re-
ally enjoy? Clearly an experienced 
cook doesn’t want a beginner’s 
manual, and a beginner doesn’t 
want a volume of complex recipes 
that call for bewildering techniques 
or unknown ingredients. 

Beyond this, most cooks have 
their special interests. Some enjoy 
books by famous chefs and want 
to reproduce their dishes at home. 

any universe and be just as amaz-
ing an experience. This is ostensi-
bly a Star Wars show: there are TIE 
fighters, stormtroopers, and an evil 
empire sporting computer displays 
with low-bit 1970s approximations 
of what the future might look like. 
One of the main characters, a pro-
gressive senator secretly funding a 
rebellion in its infancy, originates 
from a single scene in Return of the 
Jedi (1983). Blessedly, there are no 
laser swords or space wizards. 

The key difference between this 
show and everything else in Star 
Wars cinema is that here, these fa-
miliar elements feel real. And they 
feel terrifying.

Despite the title, Andor is only 
moderately interested in Cassian 
Andor, man on the run. This is a 
show about regular people fighting 
against fascism, whatever the cost – 
and not your typical cartoon fantasy 
version of fascism, either. Unlike in 
other Star Wars media, blasters hit 
their targets. People die suddenly, 

GIFT IDEAS

A Book for Every Cook

Similarly, many cooks are in love 
with the food of a country or re-
gion, and long to master its clas-
sic dishes and arcane specialties. 
Seeking out and buying fancy in-
gredients is part of the fun for both 
of these kinds of cooks. 

But cooks who shoulder the ma-
jor responsibility for cooking for a 
household are more interested in 
recipes that mostly call for pantry 
staples. What they seek from a new 

cookbook is clever riffs on old fa-
vorites, and smart ideas that can 
enliven weekend meals or charm 
folks at a potluck.

Among this year’s harvest of 
cookbooks, Via Carota (Knopf, 
$40) speaks to cooks thrilled by 
the work of famous chefs – in this 
case authors Jody Williams and Rita 
Sodi, the chef-owners of restaurants 
in New York and London. Keying 

TV REVIEW

Defying a Franchise’s Roots, 
Andor Achieves the Unthinkable

see ANDOR page B8

see COOKBOOKS page B4

Every man looks at his woodpile with a kind of affection…
 Henry David Thoreau

The cook in your life probably doesn’t have a cookbook if  it came out this year!
We run through some of  this year’s best.

Vel Sartha (Fay Marsay) and Cinta Kaz (Varada Sethu) spot incoming danger.
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Above: As the winter solstice approaches, the sun sets south of  Poet’s Seat from downtown Turners Falls.

By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD – An empty, 
sun-splashed Veterans Memorial 
Field unleashed a flood of holiday 
memories in passing on Thanks-
giving morning as I took a spin 
around Greenfield hunting for a 
bottle of cognac.

No, no, no, I didn’t need a 
snooty holiday eye-opener. I’m 
way past that. The impetus was 
a YouTube turkey-gravy recipe 
my wife wanted to try. It called 
for corn starch instead of flour, 
with a final splash of the flavorful 
French brandy into the steaming 
mix of roasting-pan drippings and 
boiled-potato water.

She showed me the video on 
her phone, knew we had no co-
gnac, but didn’t seem concerned. 
To her, it was optional. We could 
live without it. But, with the turkey 
in the oven and nothing better to 
do at the moment, I was game for a 
quick search.

“I think package stores are 
open on Thanksgiving,” I of-
fered, lifting my keychain from 
its hook on an overloaded panel 
of old keys attached to the side of 
a kitchen cabinet.

Not so.
My first stop was Ryan & Ca-

sey. Closed. Not a good sign.
Undaunted, I continued east 

on Main Street and took a left up 
Federal Street to check a hole-in-
the-wall “packie” I thought may be 
open for holiday business. Nope.

That’s when I circled back to 
my Meadows neighborhood via 
Silver Street and Nash’s Mill Road 
and, not yet willing to throw up the 
white flag upon returning to Col-
rain Road, doubled back to Big Y. 
Uh-uh. Closed.

Oh well. We would have to 
settle for lesser gravy. Can’t say 
I didn’t try.

When I returned home emp-
ty-handed, my wife, curious, went 
to her phone for online clarification. 
Maybe package stores opened in the 
afternoon. That’s when we learned 
Thanksgiving is one of two Massa-
chusetts holidays when “packies” 
are closed. The other is Christmas.

Oh well. Like they say in Chi-
copee Falls, nothing ventured, 
nothing gained. It goes to show 
how out of touch I am these days 
regarding matters of, uhm... im-
bibement. I must have been think-
ing of bars – I know they’re open 

on Turkey Day.
My brief Vet’s Field sight-

ing during the fruitless journey 
through ghostly quiet Greenfield 
triggered a string of thought that 
wouldn’t quit. It brought me back 
to the sidelines, the newsroom, my 
40 years on the Greenfield Record-
er’s sports staff – the last 32 as 
sports editor. The sports-editor job 
called for hiring and supervising 
staff, coordinating coverage and 
photo assignments, choosing con-
tent, editing copy, and packaging 
it all in a daily three- to five-page 
sports section. My focus was al-
ways the local sports scene – espe-
cially the high school teams com-
posed of local kids whose parents 
and grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
and neighbors subscribed to the 
paper. But the mundane communi-
ty stuff was worth chasing, too. 

My belief from the beginning 
was that local news sells. Wire 
stuff not so much, particularly af-
ter 24/7 cable news, Google, and 
cell phones joined the dynamic.

Thanksgiving week was one of 
our busiest times; that, and produc-
tion of the spring and fall sports 
supplements – special 12-page 
sections which, truth be told, were 
nothing more than clever, reve-
nue-building advertising schemes. 

On Turkey Day the focus was 
placed squarely upon traditional 
holiday high school football rival-
ries between a pair of cross-river 
rivals – Greenfield vs. Turners 
Falls and Athol vs. Orange (now 
Mahar Regional School). Then, 
late in my tenure, two other “ri-
valries” were added to the holi-
day mix, which only complicated 
the coverage strategy and, in my 
opinion, cluttered the pre-game 
layout packages with superfluous 
baggage.

Who, sitting in my seat back 
then, would have in their wildest 
imagination predicted that one of 
those much-anticipated holiday 
games, the annual Greenfield-
Turners Turkey Day clash, 
would fizzle and die? It seemed 
inconceivable. But that’s exactly 
where we sit today, and that’s 
why the sight of that vacant green 
gridiron in a silent town stirred my 
introspective juices.

As far back as I can remember, 
Thanksgiving began with the 
morning Greenfield-Turners game 
– first as a young boy with my 

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

Valley 
View

see VALLEY VIEW page B2

By GRANGER SMITH-MASSA

MONTAGUE CENTER – The 
Montague Common Hall has re-
cently reopened its doors for public 
events, including an Open Mic series. 
Fostering community among those 
in the Montague area, the Open Mic 
was a touchstone of culture until the 
COVID-19 pandemic put all events 
on hiatus. But since this past Octo-
ber, the historic Hall has seen suc-
cess in holding a number of events, 
and more are on the way. After long 
years of isolation, safely held public 
events offer a renewed sense of com-
munity and togetherness. 

The Open Mic series had been 
a staple event in Montague Cen-
ter before the pandemic, and it 
provides a great example of some 
of what the Hall has to offer for 
events. Originally held monthly, 
the Open Mic was created in the 
2014-15 season as a way for peo-
ple with all levels of experience 
and talent to perform onstage. 

The audience got the chance to 
listen to family and friends, and per-
formers could practice being in front 
of an audience while sharing their 
own work in a smaller space. Any-
thing from folk music to poetry, bas-
soon quartets to book readings, have 

Limelight Alert: Open Mic Series Returns

been heard at the Open Mic, and the 
series would also frequently feature 
a well-known local performer. 

People were welcome to bring 
food and drink to share with others 
around the tables set up in the hall, 
and occasionally Red Fire Farm 
was invited to sell food. 

The Open Mic would often draw 
in crowds numbered in the for-
ties or more. “It’s a great place for 
new people to try out things, to get 

brave, perform in front of people,” 
says Gene Stammel, one of the or-
ganizers of the series, “and it’s a 
great place for experienced players 
and singers to practice and enjoy 
what they’re doing.” 

Stammel took over organizing the 
event in 2019 along with Mitch Mul-
holland, Walt Burnham, and Gary 
Powsner. Then in 2020, COVID 
swept the nation and swiftly put all 

The Montague Common Hall was refurbished during 
the dormant performance months of  the pandemic.

see LIMELIGHT page B5
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By ANNABEL LEVINE

TURNERS FALLS – The sun is 
going down at an ungodly hour, and 
we find ourselves once again facing 
the end of another calendar year. 
The Great Falls Apple Corps turned 
five last month, and to celebrate we 
continued taking the year off from 
pickle parties and herb talks to rest.

Although we gave our program-
ming arm a break, the Unity garden 
was still able to provide the public 
with strawberries and herbs and 
vegetables and cut flowers. The ed-
ible hedge between the garden and 
skate park continues to fill in, and 
we’re looking forward to anoth-
er year full of fruit. I happened to 
find a photo of the hedge from last 
year’s fall clean-up, and the plants 
then were just little babies. They 
grow up so fast!

While we tended the garden, 
across the parking lot in the field 
house the Montague Parks and 
Recreation department was quietly 
working on helping us achieve one 
of the goals we’ve had on the books 
for years. Nestled in the folds of the 
Parks and Recreation department 
proposed budget for next year is 
money for a well.

While we try to accentuate the 
positive here in this column, the 
lack of easy access to running water 

has proven to be a huge obstacle to a 
thriving community garden. We’ve 
come up with all sorts of creative 
solutions to the water situation, like 
setting up a rainwater catchment 
system on our shed and then, when 
there’s no rain in the forecast, fill-
ing the tank with town water run 
through multiple hoses across the 
busy parking lot. I still cringe at the 
memory of the hot summer’s day 
where one of the hoses leaked a 
spray of water directly into the open 
window of a nearby car!

Even without any unfortunate 
hose malfunctions, the garden 
struggles to achieve its potential 
with hand-watering as the only op-
tion. Too many seasons have passed 
with memories of standing in a dry 
and dying garden with a view of the 
Connecticut River across the street. 
Too many gardeners have given up 
on their beds at the height of sum-
mer because they can’t keep them 
alive with just a watering can. 

As the town discovered when it 
built the skate park, there is water 
only eight feet below where the 
garden sits, so a shallow well is all 
we’ll need. In addition to making 
the watering process easier, a well 
will also change up the quality of 
the water we’ve been using. After 
years of being mainly watered with 
tap water, I’m looking forward to 

seeing the difference in plant vital-
ity when we are able to provide nu-
trient-rich, river-adjacent ground-
water to the mix.

The budget process for the next 
fiscal year is only beginning, and 
the proposal won’t be finalized for 
a few months. If passed, money for 
the well will become available in 
July of 2023. We’ll keep you up-
dated once we know more.

Beautiful purple kale 
in the author’s garden. 

see APPLE CORPS page B8
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By DAVID BRULE

THE FLAT, ERVINGSIDE – 
As you may recall, over the years 
I’ve been telling you about life in 
this old homestead, now in its one 
hundred and fiftieth year of harbor-
ing this family under its roof. Back 
when grandfather Abe was moving 
on in years and the house was go-
ing up for sale, wife Monique, son 
Kevin, and I came back from liv-
ing in Paris to move here and keep 
the place in the family.

And over the years, I’ve writ-
ten to you about pursuing no small 
amount of back-yard archaeology, 
finding old toys, nails, hammer 
heads, axes, screwdrivers, coins 
in the wall partitions, and even a 
seven-thousand-year-old projectile 
point under a foot of backyard soil.

But in this season, when early 
winter days like today find snow 
impending, and this early morning 
grayness is keeping the sky low, I 
do spend time upstairs in the cold 
north bedroom pursuing a sort of 
indoor archaeology, searching for 
relics of families past. All man-
ner of stray artifacts and used or 
broken family heirlooms wind 
up there. I myself and those who 
came before me often having no 
heart to throw old things away. 

Every object is treasured, and 
tells a story, if you care to listen. 

Up there are stashed away old 
almanacs from the 1880s, guides 
for successfully raising chickens 
in the early 1900s, 1950s Field
& Stream magazines, all manner 
of old shoes, out-of-fashion suits, 
and jackets that no longer fit, even 
a porcelain couple, a bride and 
groom dressed in black tuxedo 
and white gown that once perched 
high on a wedding cake for an aunt 
who grew up in this house and was 
married 70 years ago. I could nev-
er toss away that heirloom.

Given the season, I rummage 
around to find the old Christmas 
cards secreted away in a wooden 

cigar box by ball-player Uncle 
Doug, who saved everything. The 
cards are in impeccable condition. 
I’m sure that Doug or his mother 
Lizzie put them away immediately 
after the holiday of that long-ago 
Christmas of 1902.

I know by the simple address 
and the postmark that some friend 
of great-grandmother Lizzie 
wrote the card a few days before 
Christmas, brought it to the Mill-
ers Falls post office, wrote a short 
message in pencil, and handed it 
to the then postmaster with a one-
cent stamp on it.

Brought down from the village 
to the door here that December in 
1902, it was placed on the parlor 
table with a few others, and then 
carefully put away to be preserved 
and forgotten until this December 
in 2022. 

Today, when feeling the mel-
ancholy weight of the year and 
the season – and having the time 
– I went prospecting for that cigar 
box. I had opened it years ago on 
a day like today. That box is full 
of Christmas cards, Easter cards, 
postcards, and other mementoes 
from those days of the 1900s when 
people actually wrote to each other 
and sent greetings from only a mile 
away. (All you had to do was write 
the intended’s name and “town” 
for an address. The card would ar-
rive.) A few rare others came from 
far distant vacation locales. 

That box also contains the 
dance card for the Firemen’s Ball 
in 1904, when they retired old 
Franklin Engine Company No. 2, 
graduation lists from the Millers 
Falls grammar school Class of 
1910, and so on.

So I’ve attached here one of 
those old cards to share with you, 
in the darkening days of this Sol-
stice, while we wait for the first 
snowfall of the year.

Then, like the others before me, 
I’ll put that card back in the box 

West Along the RiveR

A ChristmAs Wish 
From the FlAt

POLLY FRENCH ILLUSTRATION

see WEST ALONG page B3

Above: Things are getting pretty season’s-greety over on Maple Street in Greenfield.

GAME REVIEW

A Satisfying, Futuristic Stray Cat Strut

By CLAIRE HOPLEY

LEVERETT – Probably you 
never saw mommy kissing Santa 
Claus underneath the mistletoe, but 
you’ve heard about it – perhaps too 
many times – in the 1950s song. 
You may also remember Justin 
Bieber singing “I should be playing 
in the snow, but I’m-a be under the 
mistletoe, whoa yeah” in his 2011 
song “Mistletoe.” And you’ve defi-
nitely seen artfully hung sprigs of 
mistletoe offering kissing opportu-
nities at Christmas parties.

But why kiss under mistletoe? 
Why not holly? Why not a spray of 
fir, or a bright poinsettia? 

Kissing is the clue. To the ancient 
Celts, the Druids of what is now 
Britain, and the classical Greeks, 
the white berries and paired leaves 
of mistletoe suggested male fertility. 
Druids believed that the juice of the 
berries would make animals fertile. 
To them, mistletoe seemed magical 
because it lives without roots in soil. 
Instead, it’s a parasite that forms 
huge clusters on trees. 

The Druids especially valued 
mistletoe harvested from their sa-
cred oak trees, but in Britain, the 
motherland of mistletoe lore, the 
most common source is apple trees. 
It is traditionally gathered by Roma 
people who work the apple harvest. 
They spot prime mistletoe bunches, 
then gather them in November for 
the mistletoe auctions that supply 

Kissers, Jokers, Prickers, and Blooms:
The Plants of the Holidays, Explained

Druids believed that juice of  the mistletoe berries would make animals fertile. 

all the mistletoe that tempts kissers 
in the British Isles. 

But mistletoe is not the only 
Christmas plant with ancient lore. 
Decking halls and houses with 
boughs of evergreens featured in the 
Roman winter festival Saturnalia, 
which was celebrated in December 
during the darkest days of winter. 
The symbolism is easy to see. When 
most trees have lost their leaves and 
fields are bare, firs and other green-
ery remind us that all is not dead; 
plants are growing unseen, and they 
will return in spring. 

Evergreens such as holly that 
have contrasting berries look espe-
cially dramatic. Christians see in 
their prickly leaves Christ’s crown 
of thorns, and in the red berries, 

drops of blood. 
Holly is paired with ivy in the 

carol “The Holly and the Ivy.” They 
seem to be in a contest, since “of all 
the trees in the green wood, the hol-
ly bears the crown.” 

An older carol speaks of “Holly 
and his merry men, they dance and 
they sing, Ivy and her maidens they 
weep and they wring.” The hol-
ly decorates the hall, but the ivy is 
outside, where she is “sore a-cold” 
– hence, perhaps, her weeping.

Like holly, ivy had Christian sig-
nificance. Tenaciously clinging to 
trees and walls in the coldest months, 
it struck medieval churchmen as an 
emblem of the soul’s life after death, 
and therefore ideal for decorating 

By W. KAIZEN

AMHERST – While canines 
have long been featured in vid-
eogames, from Duck Hunt and 
PaRappa the Rapper to the Great 
Grey Wolf Sif in Dark Souls, Stray
has finally given cat lovers their 
due. Developed by Blue Twelve 
Studio, Stray’s main protagonist is 
a remarkably lifelike cat who be-

comes lost in a subterranean world 
inhabited by sentient robots that 
need its help to avoid mass de-
struction. There has never been as 
satisfying a feline character in the 
history of videogames as the or-
ange tabby in Stray. It’s well worth 
playing for this alone.

It turns out that a cat makes an 
ideal videogame protagonist. Cats 
are nimble, agile, and able to get 

into small places, and their small 
size provides a low-to-ground point 
of view that gives the game’s envi-
ronments a uniquely monumental 
feel. Since cats are so much smart-
er and more independent than dogs 
(take that, all you dog people!), it 
makes perfect sense that the play-
er-controlled cat would evince hu-
man-like intelligence.

The painstakingly designed 
lead cat was based on the real cats 
owned by the game’s creators. Its 
back arches and twists in perfectly 
catlike ways. At the behest of the 
player its paws can reach out to bat 
a ball or scratch a carpet or wall-
paper. It can curl up in a cozy spot 
and take a nap, or wind figure-eights 
around the legs of a friendly robot.

If you’re feeling naughty, you 
can even make the cat trip a ro-
bot by walking across its path. Its 
melodious meow, voiced by a real 
cat named Lala, features several 
different vocalizations. None of 
this behavior, which is available 

The player of  Stray helps this orange tabby navigate an underground world.
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see STRAY page B6

see PLANTS page B6

A message from 1902, fastidiously squirreled away upstairs until just now.
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Above: The first annual Looky Here Gala was held last Saturday at Greenfield’s Pushkin gallery, with live music from acts 
including Stella Kola (pictured) as well as a silent and live auction of  art to benefit the local nonprofit.

By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD – I really en-
joy reading a book I connect to – 
one that, because it spins me into 
continuous reflection and remi-
niscence, I can’t put down.

Jann Wenner’s 
memoir, Like a Roll-
ing Stone, is such 
a read, pulling me 
back to high school, 
college, and parts of 
five decades work-
ing for a small-town 
daily newspaper in a 
place I know.   

In case Wenner 
doesn’t ring a bell, 
he is the founder of 
Rolling Stone maga-
zine (RS), which be-
gan as a rock and roll 
journal and became much, much 
more – a New Journalism bible 
that gave creative voices like 
Hunter S. Thompson, Tom Wolfe, 
Joe Eszterhas, Tim Cahill, Wil-
liam Greider, Joan Didion, and 
many more a place to play.

Wenner’s 554-page tour de 
force chronicles RS’s evolution to 
a media empire valued in the hun-
dreds of millions. It hit the street 
in September. By the time I pur-
chased a copy online in Novem-
ber, it was in its third printing. The 
work of a fellow Baby Boomer 
seven years my senior, I found it 
to be a quick, captivating read. I 
suppose that goes without saying, 
considering that I came of age with 
the magazine in the mid-Sixties 
and Seventies and have not missed 
an issue as a lifetime subscriber 
since the early Eighties. Plus, we 
share the same political bedrock.

What I already knew about 
Wenner was that he sold RS five 
years ago, and that its print edi-
tion has been scaled back to make 
way for a 24-hour online feed 
that’s not covered by my lifetime 
subscription. That I deciphered 
from catching breaking, cable-TV 
news alerts attributed to RS that 
never found their way into the 
monthly print edition. Thus far, I 
have resisted the impulse to pur-
chase a $4.99-per-month online 
subscription.

There were, however, a few 
things I didn’t know before open-
ing the book. Not one to read 
supermarket exposé rags, People
magazine, or metro newspaper 

gossip columns, or watch the likes 
of Inside Edition on TV, I was not 
aware that Wenner was gay. Near-
ing 50 in 1995, he finally “came 
out” by leaving his wife and three 
young children for a young boy-
toy model, with whom he had 

three more children. 
I was also unaware 
that he had been at 
death’s door due to 
a heart attack five 
years ago.

Wenner’s book 
took me on an evoc-
ative ride through 
my own life jour-
ney, starting with 
my peach-fuzzed 
teen years. Just a 
14-year-old Fron-
tier Regional School 
freshman for RS’s

inaugural October 17, 1967 issue, 
I can’t claim to have read or even 
known of its existence back then. 
Yeah, it’s possible there were a 
few college-town copies kicking 
around in Amherst/Northampton 
record stores – but, if so, I didn’t 
see them. My hunch is that it took 
a year or more for the old two-
fold, biweekly tabloid to gain wide 
Happy Valley circulation.

Not so in the Flower-Power 
neighborhood of San Francisco’s 
Haight-Ashbury district, then the 
home of Jerry Garcia, Jorma Kau-
konen, Grace Slick, and Janis Jo-
plin, to name but a handful of its 
musicians. RS was published and 
widely available in the Hippie 
Bay Area from the start.

Some 3,000 miles east, I had 
just entered my freshman year 
of high school, living a stone’s 
throw across Bloody Brook from 
the South Deerfield school. It was 
a transition year of sorts for me. 
Some of my friends and class-
mates had left public school for 
Deerfield Academy. Then a staid 
boys’ prep school of blue blaz-
ers, Oxford shirts, khakis, and 
wing-tips or shined penny loafers, 
it was no place for anyone agog 
with Sixties activism and cultural 
revolution.

A couple of years earlier, when 
I entered Frontier junior high in 
1965, upperclassmen were schem-
ing to challenge the school’s dra-
conian dress code. As I recall, 
males were prohibited from wear-
ing their hair below the collar, 

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

Valley 
View

see VALLEY VIEW page B3

Healing Harmonies members, at the choir’s recent concert in Greenfield. 
Left to right, standing: David and Stephanie Kraft, Jean and Norm Reynolds, 
Bonny and Gordon Grant. Front row: Caitlyn Gannon, Amanda Bernhard.

By LEE WICKS

MONTAGUE – A local sing-
ing group named Healing Har-
monies, established in 2017 by a 
self-described “ragtag group of 
volunteers,” aims to help people 
with Parkinson’s disease and other 
neurological disorders that affect 
communication. Sometimes a per-
son can sing but not talk, or a per-
son who stutters loses their stutter 
when singing. Something changes 
in the neurological pathways when 
we sing, in addition to the joy that 
comes from joining one’s voice 
with others. 

The singers from Healing Har-
monies met on Zoom during 
COVID, and have recently recon-
vened in person. They had their first 
post-pandemic concert in early De-
cember at Hawks & Reed Perform-
ing Arts Center in Greenfield. 

Amanda Bernhard, one of 
the group’s co-founders, said it 
was a great success. Bernhard, a 
speech-language pathologist in the 

The Healing Power of Song

rehabilitation services department 
at Baystate Franklin Medical Cen-
ter and a Montague resident, said 
the concert raised more than $1,000 

to help sustain the program, which 
is open to anyone free of charge. 

“As we come back from only 
see HEALING page B5

GREENFIELD – Soft, hard, 
crusty, or fluffy, topped with a fried 
egg, spread with butter or jam, 
sandwiching a pile of deli meats, or 
slathered with sauce – I’m talking 
about B.R.E.A.D., something hu-
mans have made since the dawn of 
agriculture. It’s used for secular and 
religious purposes, and has grown 
from a simple form of cooked starch 
into a billion-dollar industry.

Remember the familiar bright 
red, blue, and yellow logo of Won-
der Bread? It was one of the first 
pre-sliced loaves sold in America. 
In the 1960s in my hometown of 
Los Angeles we waited with anticip-

ation for the local Helms Bakery 
truck to come around each week. 
The van’s big doors would open, and 
long drawers were pulled out to dis-
pense loaves of bread and rolls to the 
housewives in the neighborhood.

I was surprised to learn that 
wheat and multigrain breads are 
now the most consumed bread in 
America, followed by white, Italian, 
French, sourdough, raisin, cinna-
mon, oat, rye or pumpernickel, and 
bran. My mom was one of the first 
on our block to switch from white to 
wheat bread in the 1970s after read-
ing a book on health food.

The first evidence of bread comes 

from 30,000 years ago in both Eu-
rope and Australia, where it’s sur-
mised that starch from plants like 
cattails was spread atop flat rocks 
and cooked over fire, creating a 
primitive form of flatbread. The old-
est evidence of baked bread comes 
from Jordan on the Asian continent, 
four thousand years before agricul-
ture appeared in Southwest Asia.

In the Neolithic Age, around 
10,000 BC, agricultural production 
began with grain as the main ingre-
dient in bread. Yeast spores grew 
naturally in grasses like wheat, rye, 
oats, and barley so that when left to 
rest they rose naturally in a process 
called leavening. The Gauls and 
Iberians of medieval times collect-
ed yeast by skimming foam, called 
“barm,” from beer.

Baking was transformed in the 
16th and 17th centuries by global-
ization, and as new ingredients and 
spices became available, so began 
the production of cakes and special-
ty pastries to feed the growing mid-
dle classes.

An industrial-scale process for 
bread baking was developed in the 
1800s. It used water with dissolved 
carbon dioxide instead of yeast, 
so there was no longer a need for 
fermentation. The Aerated Bread 
Company in the UK dominated the 

Focaccia is a Mediterranean flatbread, a prototype of  modern pizza that is  
dimpled and drizzled with olive oil before rising and baking to keep it moist.  

The author decorated this one with veggies to make a garden scene. see HEARTFELT page B8
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Hope Smiles From The Threshold Of The Year To Come

By KATIE NOLAN

The Erving selectboard dis-
cussed preliminary plans on Mon-
day night for a possible recycling 
station, with an estimated cost of 
$100,000 to $200,000, at the high-
way department facility on Public 
Works Way.

State regulations banning tex-
tiles and mattresses from trash dis-
posal went into effect November 
1. Highway superintendent Glenn 
McCrory, investigating the possi-
bility of recycling textiles and mat-
tresses at the highway department 
headquarters, invited state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) staff to check out the 
site to see if it was appropriate.

“It opened a can of worms,” 
McCrory said. Observing that the 
town was already taking brush and 
leaves, electronics, appliances, and 
tires from townspeople for recy-
cling, the MassDEP staff informed 
McCrory that it was illegal for the 
town to operate a recycling station 
without a permit.

McCrory told the board the 
materials had been cleaned up. 
“There’s nothing out there now ex-
cept leaves and brush,” he said.

The preliminary plan for a recy-
cling station includes cutting trees, 
constructing a road to the recycling 

By KATE SAVAGE

At Monday’s Gill selectboard 
meeting, members heard feedback 
from the town’s aging population, 
made steps toward joining a climate 
resilience program, and raised dog 
license fees.

Gill residents above age 50 over-
whelmingly wish to remain in their 
town and current home as they age, 
according to a new Age- and De-
mentia-Friendly Community Needs 
Survey presented to the selectboard 
by Rachel Stoler and Meg Ryan of 
the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG). 

Stoler, the coordinator of FR-
COG’s Mass in Motion program, 
noted that only 36 Gill residents 
were surveyed, so the data could be 
skewed. (The 2021 federal Amer-
ican Community Survey estimates 
the town has 820 residents age 50 
or above.)

An astounding 74% of respon-
dents said Gill was a good or excel-
lent place to age, compared to 53% 
regionally. Respondents reported 
better-than-average rates of access 

By GEORGE BRACE

At their meeting on Tuesday, 
Leverett’s selectboard voted to 
support partnering with the UMass 
Clean Energy Extension on a pilot 
project to assess potential solar en-
ergy development in Leverett. The 
board also responded to a pay raise 
request from highway department 
staff and hired two police officers, 
one full-time and one part-time, 
among other business.

River Strong, associate director 
of the UMass Clean Energy Exten-
sion program, gave a presentation 
outlining the Extension’s goals and 
functioning, and explained how a 
pilot project would use the Exten-
sion’s “Community Planning for 
Solar Toolkit” to advance the use of 
solar power in Leverett. 

Strong said the Clean Energy Ex-
tension grew out of UMass’s history 
of providing agricultural extension 
services to local farmers, communi-
ties, and businesses, and functions 
in a similar way to promote clean 
energy use in the state.

“Proactive and inclusive com-
munity planning for the siting and 
financing of solar photovoltaics 
(PV),” the Extension argues on 
its website, “can help to facilitate 
solar PV development in line with 
community preferences, while bal-
ancing other community priorities 
and maximizing local benefits.”

By JEFF SINGLETON

Montague’s public works de-
partment will not remove the trash 
barrels in downtown Turners Falls 
this winter, and may even purchase 
up to 15 new barrels in an effort to 
reduce unsightly refuse downtown. 

This decision was made at Mon-
day’s Montague selectboard meet-
ing, in response to public com-
ments from downtown residents at 
a meeting two weeks earlier about 
litter in the streets and alleys. The 
decision was delayed so the topic 
could be posted on a meeting agen-
da in order to avoid violating open 
meeting law.

Public works superintendent Tom 
Bergeron and the board discussed 
different kinds of trash barrels and 
their cost, including the virtues of 
combining trash and recycling in 
the same unit. That option was not 
chosen because of its cost, and con-
cern that it might produce “dirty” 
recycling material that would be 
rejected by the Materials Recycling 
Facility (MRF) in Springfield. 

There was a consensus that each 
barrel should feature small holes, as 
well as a “rain cap” which would, in 
the words of selectboard chair Rich 
Kuklewicz, “deter people from put-
ting regular trash bags in.” 

Bergeron estimated that these 
barrels could cost as much as 

By NINA ROSSI

TURNERS FALLS – “The 
finest textiles have already been 
made on a mass scale,” Kathryn 
Swanson asserts, gesturing at an 
array of tubs at her new Turners 
Falls warehouse, full of yardage 
from the last century. Kathryn’s 
business, Swanson’s Fabrics, has 
had a small storefront at 106 Ave-
nue A since August 2020, and now 
she has expanded into the former 
Simon’s Stamps location, further 
south at 320 Avenue A. 

The inventory at both locations 
has been donated almost entire-
ly by home sewers who happily 
de-stash their accumulated fabric 
overflow, making it possible for 
the business to set a single price 
for all yardage, regardless of its fi-
ber content or original price. 

Swanson’s Fabrics opened two 
years ago with all fabrics selling 
for a mere $4 a yard, while fab-
ric retailers sell new yardage for 
around $11 a yard. The Swanson’s 

model puts the cost of making a 
garment yourself roughly compa-
rable to some of the fast fashion 
available at major retailers.

The yardage Kathryn sells is 
“the least expensive to buy, with 
no exploitation of the environment 

or humans, better materials, it’s 
helping out your community… I 
am operating under principles of 
sharing, community, education, 
and caretaking and care for the en-
vironment,” says the former school 

ERVING SELECTBOARD

‘Can of Worms’ 
Leads to End of 
Town’s Illegal  
Recycling Site

see ERVING page A6

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Leverett Signs 
Up For Smart 
Solar Siting 
Pilot Project

see LEVERETT page A3

see MONTAGUE page A7

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

McNeely to Sub 
As Health Head; 
Town to Repair 
Bridge to Patch

GILL SELECTBOARD

Gill Among 
Last to Join 
State’s Climate 
Grant Program

see GILL page A8

Booming Fabric Business Opens  
A ‘Shelter for Textiles’ Down the Ave

Swanson’s Fabrics has amassed an inventory of  donations from home crafters, 
and is expanding into a warehouse space called The Stash House to handle it all.

see FABRIC page A5
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High School Sports: Streaks & Shutouts 

Turners Falls’ Taylor Greene goes up for a shot against 
Cardinal defenders as the Thunder hosted Pope Francis Prep 

in a home opener. The Cards would go on to win 64-31.

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS – The Franklin Tech girls’ bas-
ketball team stayed perfect this week, with wins over Mo-
hawk and Smith Academy, and the Turners Falls boys’ 
team defeated an undermanned Mohawk team before 
taking on the Green Wave. The Tech boys, meanwhile, 
had a long night against the Mount Greylock Mounties, 
and the Turners girls saw their win streak end at one 
game at the hands of a buzzsaw called Pope Francis.

Artie Burke ref’ed the Tech-Greylock game on Mon-
day, and the next night, he officiated at the Turners-Car-
dinals girls’ contest. It’s nice to see a 1970 Turners Falls 
graduate run the court with teenage athletes.

In the pool, neither the Turners girls nor the boys 
could best the Holyoke Purple Knights. 

Argentina won the World Cup this week, the NFL saw 
its greatest comeback in history, and the New England 
Patriots, in what has been dubbed the Dumbest NFL Play 
Ever, attempted two lateral passes on the last play of reg-
ulation, causing them to lose the ball and the game. 

Girls’ Basketball
FCTS 60 – Mohawk 15
FCTS 45 – Smith Academy 30
Pope Francis 64 – TFHS 31

Last Thursday, December 15, the Tech girls defeat-
ed the Mohawk Trail Warriors 60-15. There was no JV 
game to play, because Mohawk simply doesn’t have the 

see SPORTS page A4
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New MASS MoCA Union 
Signs Its First Contract
By SARAH ROBERTSON

NORTH ADAMS – After 14 
months of negotiations, unionized 
employees at the Massachusetts Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art (MASS 
MoCA) signed their first contract 
late last month, winning gains in pay 
and substantial benefits.

Custodians, curators, fabricators, 
landscapers, sound engineers, ticket 
sellers, and office staff are among 
the roughly 100 employees rep-
resented by United Auto Workers 
(UAW) Local 2110 under the con-
tract approved November 23. 

“We’re proud of having secured 
a strong agreement that we can 
build on,” the MASS MoCA Union 
wrote in a social media post. “We 
are so grateful for everyone who 
helped get us here.”

MASS MoCA employees first 
voted to unionize in April 2021.

Hourly pay rates were a major 
point in the negotiations. When 
negotiations began, around two-
thirds of museum staff were earning 
$15.50 per hour. Bargaining commit-
tee members requested a minimum 
hourly rate of $18 for the first year of 

see CONTRACT page A6 see GMRSD page A5

G-M SCHOOL COMMITTEE

District Nixes
Notion to Build 
On New Parcel
By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – As 
abruptly as it was introduced, a pro-
posal to build a K-5 school on Turn-
ers Falls Road has been rejected, the 
school committee learned Tuesday. 

Superintendent Brian Beck and 
business manager Joanne Blier had 
pitched the idea at the committee’s 
December 6 meeting as an alternative 
to consider as the district prepares 
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This Is When You Should Have Known You Were Dreaming

Turners Falls’ Deven Sloan (right) takes a shot against Murdock Blue Devil 
defenders as the Thunder hosted Murdock in the boys’ basketball season opener.

By SARAH ROBERTSON

GREENFIELD – With snow 
on the ground and another storm 
on the way, more than half of the 
applications for fuel assistance this 
winter in Franklin and Hampshire 
counties are still waiting to be pro-
cessed. A dramatic increase in the 
number of requests for assistance, 
compounded by staffing shortages 
and complications with a new ap-
plication system, has left thousands 
of residents wondering when – and 
whether – they will receive finan-
cial aid to heat their homes. 

“They haven’t notified anybody 
about what’s going on, why we 
haven’t been informed, or why the 
delay,” Montague resident Donna 
Petersen told the Reporter. “There 
might be a few of us, and there 
might be thousands. I don’t know.”

Petersen, who is retired and 
relies on approximately $1,000 
annually that she receives for fuel 

assistance, said her benefits de-
cision has arrived later and later 
each year, but this year is by far the 
longest she has had to wait. “It’s 
delayed every year a bit, but this 
year it’s extreme,” she said.

Petersen said she is fortunate to 
have a wood stove and a propane 
tank about 30% full as of Tuesday 
afternoon, but stressed that others 
might not be as lucky.

“It’s hard to plan when you 
don’t know what your status is,” 
she said. “There are people who 
are probably a bit scared and cold. 
I’m worried about them.”

The state of Massachusetts 
subcontracts with 22 vendors, 18 
of which are Community Action 
agencies, to manage applications 
for the federally-funded Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP).

Community Action Pioneer 
Valley (CAPV), the nonprofit that 

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Wastewater 
Boss Granted 
New England 
Recognition
By JEFF SINGLETON

During an extended discussion 
of issues facing Montague’s sewer 
system Monday night, Clean Wa-
ter Facility superintendent Chelsey 
Little told the selectboard that she 
had recently been informed she had 
received the William D. Hatfield 
award, granted each year by the 
New England Water Environment 
Association (NEWEA) to “opera-
tors of wastewater treatment plants 
who through their outstanding per-
formance and professionalism de-
serve commendation.”

Criteria for the award, granted to 
one winner each year, include strong 
communication about wastewater 
issues with the operator’s oversight 
board, strong public relations, and 
“dissemination of information con-
cerning advancements in the field,” 
according to the NEWEA website. 

“It’s a little odd to talk about my-
self,” Little told the board. “But I 
am very humbled… and I want to 
share the good news.” She noted 
that there would be an official award 
ceremony in January at the annual 
NEWEA conference in Boston.

“I think it’s great,” said select-
board member Chris Boutwell. 

“We may not always understand 
what’s going on,” said member Matt 
Lord. “It’s good someone else does.” 

According to the website of the 
Rocky Mountain Water Environ-
ment Association, Dr. Hatfield was 
the superintendent of the Decatur, 
Illinois Sanitary District and served 
as president of the Central States 
Sewage Works Association and the 
Water Environment Federation in 
the 1940s and ’50s. 

The New England association 
lists 27 awards and “recognitions,” 
including for operator safety, bio-
solids management, and a “Golden 
Manhole” award for longtime ser-
vice as a treatment plant supervisor. 

Little was appointed to the Mon-
tague job in March 2020, and had 
previously directed a facility in 
Northfield. She has degrees in both 
biology and public health. 

At Monday’s meeting she report-
ed to the board that she had present-
ed a paper on “How Pretreatment 
Changes Impact Process Control” 
at an October 26 conference spon-
sored by the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Hauling Cake
Little presented the monthly data 

the Clean Water Facility is required 
to report on a monthly basis to state 
and federal environmental agencies 
under its permit to discharge wa-
ter into the Connecticut River. The 
data showed the facility is meeting 
the permit’s key criteria. Little at-
tributed the reduction in suspended 
solids, which had been an issue in 
recent years, in part to the plant’s 
new sludge press. 

The superintendent also shared 
the results of the bidding process for 
sludge cake hauling, the shipping 

WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Board Chides 
Solar Company, 
Hires Shoveler, 
Hears of Dog 

Lady Killigrew Workers Vote 
Unanimously to Unionize

see MONTAGUE page A7 see FARMERS page A3 see WENDELL page A5

Farmers Market 
To Become Part 
Of Montague’s 
Town Budget?
By JEFF SINGLETON

Montague may decide to incor-
porate the cost of administering 
the local farmers market, which 
in recent years has been located 
at Peskeompskut Park on Wednes-
days during the warmer months, 
into the town budget. The select-
board did not take a formal vote on 
the issue at its meeting on Monday, 
but there appeared to be strong 
support for treating the market as a 
town “public service.”

Town administrator Steve El-
lis gave the board background in-
formation on the market’s status. 
The town agricultural commission, 
which had previously served as the 
“sponsor” of the market, has not 
met in two or three years, and is on 

By JOSH HEINEMANN

The Wendell selectboard held its 
first hybrid meeting on December 7, 
with one board member attending 
remotely by Zoom and two in the 
selectboard office. On a computer 
screen those two, along with a per-
son being interviewed, were fit into 
the same size box as single remote 
attendees, but otherwise the Meet-
ing Owl system served well. 

The person being interviewed 
was Jason Rider, who was apply-
ing for a job to clear snow from 
town walkways when necessary for 
the coming winter using the town 
snowblower or a shovel. 

Rider came with three glowing 
references. He lives in Millers Falls 

Thousands Still Await
Fuel Assistance Approval

see FUEL page A2

High School Sports Week:   
Winter Sports Take Off!

The staff, with UFCW organizer Daniel Weisse (left), celebrate after the union vote. 

While heating assistance can cover oil (above), propane, wood, coal, gas, or electric 
heat, delayed approval most acutely affects households relying on fuel delivery.
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see UNIONIZE page A5

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS – The 
winter sports season splashed off 
last Thursday as the Turners Falls 
Swimming Thunder returned to 
the lanes, splitting a series with the 
Monson White Mustangs. An hour 
later, the Eagles Holiday Classic 
tipped off over at Franklin Tech. 

The Turners Falls Girls’ Basket-
ball Thunder went to South Deer-

field on Monday to challenge the 
Frontier Red Hawks before travel-
ing over to Greenfield to take on the 
Green Wavers. 

At 4 p.m. on Tuesday, both swim 
teams went back into the water to 
host Chicopee, and at 7 p.m. the 
Turners cheer squad, after ten days 
with only practices, suited up in 
their indoor uniforms to cheer on 
the Turners boys’ basketball team 

see SPORTS page A4

By MIKE JACKSON

MONTAGUE CENTER – The 
entire eligible staff at the Lady Kil-
ligrew Cafe, eight workers who pre-
pare food and coffee and serve the 
bar and register from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
seven days a week, voted Wednes-
day morning to form a union. The 
unanimous vote comes after a very 
short public drive with the United 
Food and Commercial Workers 
(UFCW) Local 1459, whose staff 
will now help them negotiate a con-
tract through collective bargaining.

Multiple attempts to reach Lady 
Killigrew Cafe, Inc. owner Ken-
neth Majka for comment by email, 
phone, and online form submission 
on Wednesday received no response 
as of press time Thursday morning.

“This has actually been a long 
time coming,” cafe worker Park-
er Kellner told the Reporter. “My 
understanding, in talking to previ-
ous employees, is that this cafe has 
always relied super-heavily on its 
employees to hold so much weight. 
More than they should.”
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Oh Yeah? Then Set Your Own Damn Tax Rate

By KATE SAVAGE

At Monday’s meeting, a busy 
Gill selectboard set a new property 
tax rate, offered hourly pay for the 
fire chief on service calls, consid-
ered an ambulance contract, and 
discussed funding priorities.

The selectboard adopted all rec-
ommendations from the board of 
assessors for the upcoming year’s 
property tax rate. The rate for 2023 
will be $16.91 per $1,000 in val-
ue, with no exemptions. That’s up 
from the $16.66 per thousand that 
residents paid this year, but down 
from the previous year’s rate of 
$17.29 per thousand. The assessors 
estimate that this will allow Gill to 
levy just shy of $3.15 million for 

the year’s budget.
The board of assessors also esti-

mated that the average value for a 
single family home in Gill has risen 
by 4.2% since last year, and com-
pared to the current year the average 
homeowner will pay $238.65 more 
next year in property tax.

Bill Tomb, the representative 
from the board of assessors, noted 
the challenge of rapidly changing 
real estate values. He pointed to 
Springfield, where property val-
ues have risen by 16%. In Gill, a 
local property recently assessed at 
$603,000 was sold for $710,000, 
18% over what was assessed, while 
another assessed at $318,000 sold 
for $420,000, which is 32% over. 

GILL SELECTBOARD

Gill Property Assessments 
Must Catch Up With Sales

see GILL page A4

By JEFF SINGLETON

MONTAGUE – The committee 
charged with recommending a new 
public health director for the town of 
Montague has decided to restart the 
process and begin the search anew, 
town administrator Steve Ellis told 
the selectboard Monday night. 

The announcement came as an 
introduction to a proposed inter-
municipal agreement with the city 
of Greenfield that would allows its 
health director, Jennifer Hoffman, 
to provide some services to Mon-
tague on a temporary basis.

Details on the search process were 
sparse. The committee, formed in 
early October and chaired by board 
of health member Michael Nelson, 
has been meeting in non-public ex-
ecutive sessions, which is allowed 
under the state open meeting law to 
narrow down the list of candidates 
to a few finalists. The original goal 
was to have a new director in place 
by the first of the year.

In an email to the selectboard 
Monday morning, Ellis said that of 
three “potentially viable” candidates 
for the position, “one took anoth-
er position prior to the interviews, 
one was screened out, and the other 
withdrew their application.” 

The previous day, Nelson had 

Neighbors Will 
Help Cover as 
Public Health 
Director Search  
Starts Over

see PUBLIC HEALTH page A6

By SARAH ROBERTSON 

TURNERS FALLS – The Montague historical 
commission was split on their vote to delay demolition 
of the former Farren Care Center Tuesday night, with 
three votes in favor and three against. Failing to garner 
a majority, the motion did not pass, and Trinity Health 
of New England can proceed with its plan to demolish 
the former hospital and long-term care facility.

Trinity announced its intention to decommission 
the care center in 2020, and moved the majority of its 
patients to a Holyoke nursing home in early 2021. Last 
fall, the Catholic non-profit shared plans to demolish 
the complex, remediate the land, and grant it to the 
town of Montague.

This proposal garnered mixed reaction, and Trinity 
came under criticism for backing out of an early offer 

G-M SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Schools Eye 
Entirely New 
Lot for Fresh 
Construction

By GEORGE BRACE

At their meeting Tuesday night, 
Leverett’s selectboard held a tax 
classification hearing and followed 
past practice in determining that 
residential and commercial proper-
ty would be taxed at the same rate, 
rather than two different rates, in 
FY’23. Members of the board of 
assessors explained the process of 
establishing property tax rates, and 
highlighted changes in property 
evaluations. 

The board also heard positive re-
views of a change at the intersection 
of Shutesbury and Cushman roads, 
among other business. 

Interim principal assessor David 
Burgess explained that due to resi-
dential property accounting for over 
90% of the taxable property in Le-
verett, charging commercial prop-
erties a higher rate would produce 
little change to residential taxes.

Burgess went on to estimate that 
the tax rate can be reduced from 
$18.84 per $1,000 in property value 
in FY’22 to an estimated $16.13 per 
$1,000 in FY’23, thanks to a “dra-
matic” rise in property values. In the 
same year, he said, the average sin-
gle-family home in Leverett rose in 
value from $345,800 to $430,900. 

Burgess said the tax on that aver-
age home would be expected to in-
crease by $435 to $6,950 in FY’23.

Burgess also noted that another 
factor contributing to the lower tax 
rate was revenue from the town’s 
new growth, such as from new con-
struction and additions, which was 
tabulated at $226,882.

Shutesbury Road
Resident Stuart Olson said the 

highway department had done an 
“amazing” job in improving safety 

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Home Values 
Spike By 25%, 
Bring Leverett’s 
Tax Rate Down

see LEVERETT page A5

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Power Lines, 
Housing Prices 
Buoy Montague 
Property Value; 
Old Boilers Fail

By JEFF SINGLETON

At the beginning of Monday’s 
Montague selectboard meeting, a 
group of downtown Turners Falls 
residents complained about the 
amount of trash accumulating on 
the streets and sidewalks.

Edite Cunha displayed “a little 
bag of trash that I picked up be-
tween my house and here.” “It’s 
not much,” she said, “but I pick it 
up all the time.” Cunha expressed 
concern that the problem “gets 
worse in the winter, because the 
trash barrels are taken away,” and 
requested that public trash bar-
rels remain on downtown streets 
during the winter, and perhaps be 
increased. 

This request was supported by 
several other downtown residents. 

Public works superintendent 
Tom Bergeron said his department 
generally takes the barrels away so 
they do not get damaged by winter 
plowing, but offered to try. “We can 
leave them out, and if a lot of house-
hold trash gets put in, we can have 
another discussion,” he said. 

Town administrator Steve Ellis 
said that the time set aside for pub-
lic participation at the beginning 
of selectboard meetings was not 
designed for proposals to be dis-
cussed and approved by the board, 

Commissioners’ Deadlocked Vote 
Moves Farren Demolition Forward

The historical commission did not rule the hospital to be a “preferably preserved significant building.”

see FARREN page A6

see MONTAGUE page A7
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By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – Up un-
til this week, the regional school 
district’s long-term plan to build a 
new combined elementary school 
in Turners Falls has been focused 
on the area already occupied by the 
Sheffield and Hillcrest elementary 
schools – for example, envisioning 
the project as an addition to Shef-
field to make that school include 
pre-K through 5th grade.

At Tuesday’s school committee 
meeting, however, business manag-
er Joanne Blier announced that the 
administration is exploring a dif-
ferent option: building an entirely 
new school on district-owned land 
adjoining the Turners Falls High 
School athletic fields, with frontage 
on Turners Falls Road.

Superintendent Brian Beck 
said the administrators “haven’t 
scrapped” the original plan to ex-
pand Sheffield, but want to give the 
school committee another option 
to consider before starting an ap-
plication in January to the Massa-
chusetts School Building Authority 
(MSBA), which partially reimburs-
es towns and districts for building 
and improving schools.

The area in question includes 
two lots – Map 21, Lot 11 on the 
assessors’ map, a mostly wooded 
parcel on Turners Falls Road that 
abuts Our Lady of Czestochowa 
cemetery on two sides, and Map 
22, Lot 43, comprised partly of 
high school athletic fields and bor-
dered by Hillside Road. 

The lots were part of a large plot 
of land taken by eminent domain 
in May 1970 by the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District from four 
private owners, in exchange for a 
total of $56,750 in damages.

The wooded parcel also includes 
high-tension lines, a right-of-way 
established by electric and phone 
companies in 1972, the year the 
high school was built. Blier said 
the building would not be built un-
der the wires.

see GMRSD page A8

The DJ, on his way to work at 4 a.m. 

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS – This is a 
weekly paper, so we’re not exactly 
breaking the news: Monte “Chris-
topher ‘Monte’” Belmonte, Turners 
Falls resident, food bank advocate, 
and president of the Shea Theater 
Arts Center board, announced to the 
world this week that he is quitting 
his day job of 17 years as a morn-
ing-show DJ on the Northampton 
station WRSI-The River....

MR: How’s it going? You’re in 
the news!

MB: It’s an emotional roller 
coaster to be sure – a hard decision to 
make, to step away from something 
you love. But I think I think I made 
the right decision. We’ll find out!

MR: Sleep cycles will be different.
MB: Yeah, I wonder if I can get 

back into the normal sleep cycle. I 
try to do it every weekend and I’m 
pretty successful with it, so I have 
high hopes. Nobody should wake 
up at two o’clock in the morning. 
It’s insane to think about it.

MR: How many more shows do 
you have?

MB: As of speaking to you, two. 
Friday’s my last show.

MR: What do you have planned?
MB: I’m not going to do anything 

way out of the ordinary. I’ll still be 
fielding calls from listeners... You 
know, I wanted to do the Irish good-
bye, where I was just going to on 

Belmonte Obviously Not Retiring-Retiring

see BELMONTE page A2
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Locally Made, Ethically Harvested, Completely Sane Publishing Venture

By LEE WICKS

MILLERS FALLS – Right 
now, none of Montague’s eight 
town cemeteries offer green burial. 
That will change in the spring of 
2023 when Highland Cemetery’s 
green burial sites become avail-
able. They have been developed in 
response to a growing interest in 
this alternative. 

“Other towns’ cemeteries are 
beginning to incorporate green 
burial into their burial options 
because their residents are asking 
for it, as they are in Montague,” 
said Judith Lorei, a member of 
the town’s three-person cemetery 
commission. “A few years ago Gill 
established a small green cemetery 
next to one of their existing town 

cemeteries, and there are a number 
of other cemeteries doing the same 
throughout the Valley.”

Green burial sounds like some-
thing new, but it isn’t new at all. 
In the Jewish tradition bodies are 
buried without any embalming, 
and before the Civil War, literally 
all burials were “green,” meaning 
that bodies went into the ground in 
a natural state without embalming 
or lined coffins, where they grad-
ually decomposed and returned to 
the earth. 

That changed when soldiers 
were dying far from home, and 
people sought ways to preserve the 
bodies during long train trips back 
to their families. This practice 
marked the beginning of modern 

see BURIAL page A7

MILESTONES

Opening of ‘Highland Woods’
Reflects Shifting Burial Norms

Highland Cemetery, one of  eight town cemeteries in Montague, 
will soon be expanding to accommodate a number of  “green” burial plots.

W
IC

KS
 P

H
O

TO

By KATE SAVAGE

The Gill selectboard voted at its 
November 21 meeting to close a 
section of Pisgah Mountain Road 
and River Road immediately, fol-
lowing recommendations from the 
highway, fire, and police depart-

ments. The roads will remain closed 
until April 1, 2023, though the 
board may extend the date if condi-
tions remain dangerous.

Fire chief Gene Beaubien told 
the selectboard that it is difficult 
to provide emergency services in 
the area. The road sections aren’t 
maintained in the winter, and have 
been the site of several accidents 
and disabled vehicles. “One time, 
Officer Kimball had to slide on his 
butt to get to the car to see how the 
people were,” Beaubien said. An-
other time the back end of a fire 
truck was bent, and the highway 
department “almost lost a sander” 
during a rescue attempt.

Highlights from the Gill police 
log published in this newspaper not-
ed “glare ice” on the road associated 
with an accident last winter. “That 
thing can be a skating rink going 
down there,” said board member 

GILL SELECTBOARD

Gill Closes Road for Winter,  
Citing Ice and Safety Concerns

see GILL page A8
The points at which the roads will be 

partially (yellow) and fully (red) blocked.

By SARAH ROBERTSON

GREENFIELD – Social ser-
vice agency Clinical and Support 
Options (CSO) has plans to reno-
vate and expand the Wells Street 
shelter in Greenfield and construct 
36 new studio apartments to pro-
vide permanent supportive hous-
ing to people experiencing chronic 
homelessness.

“Our goal is not to just have 
people continue to reside in the 
shelter, but to be able to be back on 
their feet and move into housing,” 
CSO vice president of housing and 
homeless services Bill Miller told 
the Reporter.

The state Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development 
(DHCD) has chosen CSO to succeed 
ServiceNet as the recipient of a state 
contract to manage the shelter. Be-
ginning next April, the nonprofit will 
assume management of the Wells 

Street facility, bringing integrated 
services including on-site nursing, 
behavioral health clinicians, and 
individualized support. The renova-
tions will expand the number of beds 
from 30 to 40 and give the shelter a 
greater ability to accommodate men 
and women separately.

“We’re expanding the number 
of shelter beds, as well as the flex-
ibility,” Miller said of the planned 
renovations. “We also want to be 
able to handle extra capacity in the 
wintertime.”

Funds and assistance for the ren-
ovation and construction will come 
from a number of different sourc-
es, most of them public. The Bos-
ton-based public-private partner-
ship Community Economic Devel-
opment Assistance Corporation will 
receive two loans of $1,590,000 and 
$400,000 to buy the properties at 60 
Wells Street, 65 Conway Street, and 

CSO to Build Studio Apartments,
More Beds at Wells Street Shelter

see APARTMENTS page A5

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS – On 
Thanksgiving morning, the Franklin 
Tech Football Eagles and their en-
tourage traveled down to Northamp-
ton to take on the 1–8 Smith Voca-
tional Black Vikings. The 30-12 win 
gives Tech a three-to-one advantage 
over Smith in their Thanksgiving 
rivalry. The game also gives Tech 
several new school records.

It’s so nice going to a football 
game on Thanksgiving. After Turn-
ers Falls disbanded its football pro-

gram, I felt a huge void, and if Face-
book is an accurate indication, I’m 
not alone. Over the past few weeks, 
alumni have been posting all sorts of 
sorrowful messages about the loss of 
Turners Falls football. One person 
actually suggested an alumni foot-
ball game for next Thanksgiving.

Neither Smith’s nor Franklin’s 
records are an accurate portrayal of 
their talents or potential. Voc, hav-
ing only one win, could have easily 
thrown in the towel and called it a 
season, but they didn’t. Both teams 

High School Sports Week:   
Franklin Tech ‘Records’ 
A Turkey Day Victory

Franklin Tech running back Josiah Little (center) rushed past the 1,000-yard mark 
for his second season in a row – and then 131 yards more. Little was the game’s MVP.

see SPORTS page A7

JASON BUTYNSKI PHOTO

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Board Picks a Town Planner, 
Talks Housing on First Street 

By KATIE NOLAN

On Monday night, the Erving se-
lectboard approved spending $7,700 
to assess the potential for installing 
drinking water wells on town-owned 
property on Mountain Road and 
Swamp Road to supply Erving Cen-
ter. Currently, Erving Center water is 
supplied by private wells.

 “[T]he future of Erving Center 
as a commercial and residential hub 
of the Town,” town planner Mariah 
Kurtz wrote in a memo about the 
project, “will be tied to the Town’s 
interest and ability to secure a pub-
lic water supply.” 

All of the commercial food es-
tablishments in Erving Center, 
Kurtz warned, “operate grandfa-
thered public water supplies that 
require regular testing and report-
ing. The existing wells do not meet 
current regulations and would not 
be permitted without the grandfa-
thering. These existing wells and 
their setbacks impact construction 
options of existing parcels, and the 
inability to obtain new public water 
supply status further limits the de-
velopment of new businesses.” 

Kurtz also noted that some resi-
dential wells in Erving Center have 
had problems with contamination or 
inadequate supply.

In 2014 Tighe & Bond, the 
town’s engineering consultant, es-
timated the cost of establishing a 
public water supply for Erving Cen-
ter at $4 million. In a 2022 study for 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov-
ernments, Tighe & Bond estimated 
the cost of an Erving Center public 
water supply at $16.8 million.

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith 
said part of the reason for the in-
crease in projected cost was the 
location of the proposed wells, and 
the need for pump stations to deliv-
er the water to Erving Center.

Kurtz told the board the infor-
mation from the preliminary assess-
ment would be necessary to apply 

ERVING SELECTBOARD

Study to Explore 
Feasibility of 
Public Water for
Erving Center

see ERVING page A6

By SARAH ROBERTSON

MONTAGUE – At Monday 
night’s selectboard meeting Jen 
Audley, chair of the search commit-
tee tasked with finding a new town 
planner and conservation agent, 
presented the selectboard with two 
finalists for the joint position: Mau-
reen Pollock and Angela Wheeler. 

The eight-member committee, 
which met seven times since form-
ing in September and interviewed 
three candidates in executive ses-
sion, also made the recommenda-
tion that the town hire Pollock.

“Both finalists, Angela Wheeler 
and Maureen Pollock, are quali-
fied professionals with credentials, 

Montague town planner Walter Ramsey 
was hired earlier this year as the assistant 

town administrator, a new position.    
The selectboard voted Monday to offer 
his old job to Maureen Pollock, the top 
recommendation of  a search committee. see MONTAGUE page A6
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Keeping An Eye 
Out for COVID?
Check the Sewer!
By REPORTER STAFF

FRANKLIN COUNTY – Fans 
of knowing whether there is a near-
by upsurge of a virulent respiratory 
disease have a new tool to enjoy this 
fall, as the state Department of Pub-
lic Health has streamlined the deliv-
ery of wastewater COVID-19 data.

A quick trip to www.mass.gov/
info-details/covid-19-wastewater-
report/ gets sewage nerds instant 
access to the latest numbers. Click 
“Trends” to see line charts, and load 
in your local data. Montague, Green-
field, Sunderland, and South Deer-
field are now in the system, as are 
Amherst and Northampton, Hadley 
and South Hadley, and Athol! 

No Better Time Than Now

... to subscribe at www.montaguereporter.org
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Russell McCumber holds one of  his five-string violins in his workshop in Turners Falls. 
The five-stringers are popular with bluegrass musicians, and he has been selling several a year in Nashville. 

He can make eight violins a year from scratch. Learn more at russellmccumberviolins.com. 

Letters to the Editors

And just like that, dear readers, 
it’s another new year. Some of you 
noticed your paper didn’t arrive 
and dropped us a concerned line. 
We love that! In keeping with our 
established schedule, the team at 
the Montague Reporter will now 
dutifully churn another one out 
each week until it’s July.

Vacation is not the best practice 
for a news organization, but we’re a 
pretty small shop and, like so much 
of the world, dependent on volun-
teers for a number of key parts in 
our weekly operation. The volun-
teers deserve a break, and the rest 
of us join in solidarity with them. 

Some of our readers have read 

similar appeals in this space every 
six months for 20 years, so with 
apologies to them:

Do you want to get involved in 
your local newspaper? Would car-
rying papers around to neighbors 
every Thursday be a good way to 
get yourself out and moving? Do 
you see something going on that 
you want to call the community’s 
attention to? Don’t you wish you 
could call powerful people up and 
demand answers? 

The sky’s the limit – we’re all 
learning on the job. If you’re curi-
ous, reach out: call, stop by, drop an 
email to editor@montaguereporter.
org. It might just make your year.

Every Grain of  Sand

On Saturday, December 31, 
Montague Parks & Recreation held 
our Annual Sawmill River 10K Run 
in Montague Center. Approximate-
ly 93 runners from throughout the 
entire region participated in this 
major fundraising event that sup-
ports our Sponsor-A-Child Scholar-
ship Program. 

The race would not have been 
possible without the investment of 
time, energy, resources, and fund-
ing from many within our fine 
community. We would like to thank 
A.H. Rist Insurance Co., Marathon 
Sports, Greenfield Savings Bank, 
and Turn It Up Music for their 
generous financial support, as well 
as the Montague Common Hall, 
the Sugarloaf Mountain Athletic 
Club, and the First Congregation-
al Church of Montague Center for 
their services.

As many of you know, volunteer 
assistance is essential to the success 
of an event of this magnitude. There-
fore, considerable appreciation goes 
out to the Montague Parks & Rec-
reation Commissioners, the Franklin 
County Amateur Radio Club, the 
Montague Highway Department, 
and other volunteers who spent a 
good portion of their New Year’s 
Eve Day helping us out during reg-
istration and at the finish line. 

Finally, we would like to thank 
the runners who participated in the 
Sawmill Run. We appreciate your 
support of MPRD programs, and 
look forward to seeing you again on 
January 1st of 2024!

Sincerely,

Jon Dobosz, CPRP
Director of Parks & Recreation 

Town of Montague

I almost killed someone with my 
truck last night. 

I was coming up the hill be-
tween Turners and Greenfield and 
near the top, where the road curves 
to the right and the shoulder is less 
than a foot wide, there was a car 
coming the opposite way. I was 
downhill from it, so its lights hit 
my eyes and momentarily dimin-
ished my vision. The car passed, 
my vision returned, and right there 
in front of me was a young man in a 
black hoodie walking up the hill on 
the inside of the curve. I swerved 
and missed him at the last second. 

Less than twelve inches divid-
ed the future where I go home and 
have a nice dinner with my family 
from the future where my bumper 
impacts human flesh and whump! 
whump! – 3,500 pounds of truck 
end his life and ruin mine.

I’ve been driving for 28 years, 
and never had an accident. My 
night vision is good, and my reflex-
es are fast. I don’t drive under the 
influence of any substances, I don’t 
mess with the radio or my phone. 
I constantly scan for hazards, and 
I keep my windshield clean. Had 
any of those factors been different, 

or had it been raining or foggy, or 
had he been a little farther from the 
curb, or had either one of us been a 
little less lucky, he would be dead 
and I’d be guilty of vehicular man-
slaughter. 

At some point, that narrow, 
curvy, dark, busy road – the only 
practical walking route from Turn-
ers to Greenfield – will be fixed so 
that it can safely accommodate pe-
destrians. The question is, will we 
do it before someone dies, or after?

Bryan Dolan 
Greenfield

A Plea for a Safe Pedestrian Route 
From Turners to Greenfield

Annual Run Thanks

Several errors were included 
in our December 22 coverage of 
Healing Harmonies, a choir for 
neurologically impaired individu-
als. With apologies all around, here 
are the corrections:

• Choir co-founder Amanda 
Bernhard was quoted as saying 
that singing can “slow down the 
progress of a disease such as Par-
kinson’s.” Instead, she clarifies, 
singing “may be able to slow pro-
gression of some of the symptoms 
that affect voice speech and swal-

lowing, but the disease will contin-
ue regardless of whether somebody 
sings or not.”

• A 2019 concert mentioned 
briefly in the article took place at the 
Center for the Arts in Northampton, 
not the Academy of Music. 

• While the article noted that the 
choir will rehearse on Wednesday 
evenings at the Sunderland Library, 
it left out that the group will not re-
hearse until mid-February. The con-
tact number for more information is 
Lisa Sommers, (413) 545-4010. 

CORRECTIONS

We still have a stack of our 

SPECIAL WRAPPING PAPER 

EDITION left at the office, and it’s 

still at many participating shops!

Hey

Hey

Available While Supplies Last – 
 and all of this year’s designs are 

good for any gift, year-round!
www.montaguereporter.org

Hey

Jackie Lucchesi shared this photo of  the sunset over Hillside Avenue on the solstice.
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Compiled by NINA ROSSI

Village Neighbors has put out 
an “urgent request” for volunteers 
interested in learning about becom-
ing Call Managers. The organization 
connects residents over 60 in Lev-
erett, New Salem, Shutesbury, and 
Wendell with a range of volunteer 
services – everything from snow 
shoveling and wood stacking to er-
rands and rides to appointments. If 
you would “like to see what being 
a Call Manager entails,” contact  
servicerequests@villageneighbors.org.

The Carnegie Library in Turners 
Falls is hosting a used book sale 
this Saturday, January 7 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. They have “fiction, 
paperbacks and kids’ books, DVDs, 
CDs, and audio books – hundreds of 
recent donations.” Proceeds benefit 
the Friends of the Montague Public 
Libraries. Call (413) 863-3214 for 
more information.

Preschoolers are invited to the 
Montague Center library play-
group on Thursdays from 10 to 11 
a.m. Meet other parents, encourage 
social skills and school readiness, 
and just plain get out of the house 
with your child. This group meets 
outside of normal library hours, and 
no registration is necessary. Drop-
ins are welcome, as are older sib-

lings. Access the library calendar at 
montaguepubliclibraries.org. 

The Buckland Library is host-
ing a free writing program led 
by Janice Dompke on Tuesdays, 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. “Word 
Play: Building a Writing Commu-
nity” starts on January 10 and runs 
to February 7 at the library. Call 
(413) 625-9412 to register. 

Can you tell the difference be-
tween yellowjackets, paper wasps, 
and hornets? Learn about wasps 
with Eric Eaton during a Zoom 
presentation, hosted by the Athol 
Bird & Nature Club next Wednes-
day, January 11 at 7 p.m. 

You can register for the program 
at www.tinyurl.com/wasp-talk, and 
learn about Eaton’s insect research 
at www.bugeric.blogspot.com. 

The Greenfield Public Schools 
are looking for instructional assis-
tants. A job fair will be held at 
the Greenfield Career Center on 
Thursday, January 12 from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. where you may meet 
in person with recruiters from the 
schools. These positions are adver-
tised to include “family-friendly 
hours, competitive wages, great 
benefits, and careers with mean-
ing.” For more information, see 
www.masshirefhcareers.org.

The Young Shakespeare Play-
ers will perform Twelfth Night four 
times at the Shea Theater in Turn-
ers Falls next Friday, January 13 at 
7 p.m.; January 14 at 1 and 7 p.m.; 
January 15 at 1 p.m. All perfor-
mances are open to the public, and 
admission is free. 

Twelfth Night is said to be one of 
the funniest plays written by Shake-
speare, with universal themes such 
as love and loss, and bullying and 
empathy. The YSP method involves 
the ensemble – ages 8 to 18 – in ev-
ery aspect of production and acting 
including casting, technical support, 
direction, and memorization. 

Refreshments will be sold in sup-
port of the nonprofit theater program 
during two intermissions. The play’s 
run time is almost three hours. 

Former Montague Reporter ed-
itor David Detmold will be read-
ing aloud at the Montague Center 
Library on Wednesday, January 18 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 

“In honor of the recent return 
from the Barre Library Museum of 
sacred artifacts from the massacre 
at Wounded Knee to the Lakota, 
I will be reading ‘Scenic, South 
Dakota,’ from my writings about 
my 2017 journey by bicycle from 
Plymouth Rock to Standing Rock,” 
David writes. 

“In support of the theory that 
truth is stranger than journalism, I 
will also be reading an excerpt from 
my recent short story, ‘Watching 
Edite’s House.’”

Refreshments will be served.

The Harold Grinspoon Charitable 
Foundation offers Local Farmer 
Awards of up to $2,500 for improve-
ments to small farming operations. 

Infrastructure improvements to farms 
that harvest at least 50% of their rev-
enue from agricultural activities in 
Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin and 
Berkshire counties are eligible. Ap-
plications are due by January 31 for 
awards in March. Find out more at  
www.tinyurl.com/farm-award. 

MassDOT has announced a new 
cannabis curriculum for driver 
education called “Shifting Gears: 
the Blunt Truth about Marijuana and 
Driving.” This curriculum will be 
taught to about 50,000 young driv-
ers each year in over 460 Massa-
chusetts driving schools through an  
informative, easy to follow 22-min-
ute video by AAA that can be found 
at youtu.be/KHj6ODMbgLM . 

Drivers’ ed in our state is man-
aged by the RMV and requires all 
first-time drivers younger than 18 
to complete 30 hours of classroom 
instruction, 12 hours of behind-the-
wheel instruction, and six hours of 
observation while another student 
is driving. See tinyurl.com/mass-
drivers-ed for more information.

The safety guidelines for min-
imum winter ice on ponds, lakes, 
rivers and streams are as follows: 

Under two inches? Stay off! 
Four inches are OK for fishing and 
walking. Five inches can hold small 
groups ice skating. Six inches can 
support a snowmobile or ATV. Nine 
inches will support a car, and 12 
inches, medium-sized trucks. 

These guidelines – which apply 
to new, fresh, clear ice – were post-
ed online by the Turners Falls Fire 
Department.

Send your local briefs to  
editor@montaguereporter.org.

By JENNIFER EICHORN

ERVING – The purpose of this 
article is to provide some transpar-
ency among the Erving Elementa-
ry Teachers Negotiations. Being a 
former middle school math teacher 
at Pioneer Valley Regional School 
District, I am familiar with the 
process of negotiations along with 
recognizing the favorable working 
conditions.

The Erving Teachers Associa-
tion’s (ETA) current position:

Base Rate Increases:
Year One: 2%
Year Two: 3%

Year Three: 3.5%

This includes a “Master’s+60” 
column in the salary schedule, at 
an additional 3% above the current 
highest column rate. A Master’s+60 
requires an educator to have their 
master’s degree in education, or 
another appropriate field, along 
with 60 additional graduate-level 
credits. These credits can be taken 
in any subject, and do not require a 
certification program.

In addition to the increases list-
ed above, the ETA is also seeking 
a substantial one-time bonus of 
$5,000. “In light of the hardships 
enduring by its members due to the 
recent increases in the cost of liv-
ing,” the ETA’s legal counsel has 
written, “as well as the difficulties 
of working through the pandemic 
and its aftermath, along with the 
significant compromises the Asso-

ciation has made in its base rate pro-
posals; the ETA is proposing a lump 
sum $5,000 bonus for all members 
of the bargaining unit.”

Since we failed to come to terms 
during direct negotiations, we jointly 
engaged a mediator, which allows us 
to participate in public discussion. 

The Erving School Committee’s 
current position:

Base Rate Increases:
Year One: 2%

Year Two: 2.25%
Year Three: 2.5%

This includes a “PhD/CAGS” 
(Doctor of Philosophy / Certificate 
of Advanced Graduate Study) col-
umn in the salary schedule. Both de-
grees satisfy a certification program. 
It would be beneficial to add this 
column, as it would attract qualified 
educators including a psychologist. 

There are several tentatively 
agreed-upon items, which include 
increases in prep time, personal day 
buyback, the tutoring rate, tuition 
reimbursement, and teacher-in-
charge stipends.

This position is supported by 
the Erving Select Board, and half 
of the Finance Committee, as being 
fiscally responsible.

The Association makes the claim 
that in its application for ESSER III 
grant funds, the District fraudulent-
ly claimed that it had meaningfully 
consulted with the “Unions repre-
senting educators and school staff,” 
when in fact no such consultations 
ever took place. The Association in-

dicates the lump-sum bonus propos-
al of $5,000 is an opportunity for 
the District to finally comply with 
the federal requirement of “mean-
ingful consultation” with the Union 
regarding the ESSER III funding – 
which is specifically allowed to be 
used for the purposes of retaining 
qualified educators. 

Meaningful consultation was af-
forded to the Association. The Su-
perintendent sent out a letter on Au-
gust 13, 2021 regarding the ESSER 
III funds to the Union #28 commu-
nity and staff, stating the following:

“These funds are part of the 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act 
of 2021 which provides additional 
federal funding for school districts 
to respond to the COVID-19 Pan-
demic. The Education portion of 
ARP (known as the Elementary and 

Secondary School Emergency Re-
lief Funds or ESSER III) must be 
expended by September 30, 2024, 
and has to be used for purposes 
that can be linked to the COVID-19 
pandemic and fit within the certain 
priorities set by the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education. The Superinten-
dent and our School Committees 
will be expending the funds over the 
three fiscal years.”

A Stakeholder Idea Sharing Com-
mittee was formed, and information 
was shared with all staff. Those two 
meetings were on August 19 and Au-
gust 26, 2021. Furthermore, a Stake-
holder Listening Session was sched-
uled on September 8 for all members 
of the Union #28 Community, and 
information was shared on August 
13 and again on September 3. The 

local Association president was the 
teacher representation at the ESSER 
III August 26 meeting. The $207,643 
has already been allocated. 

In terms of wages, Erving El-
ementary teachers are among the 
highest-paid in the region, and with 
the current proposal of the School 
Committee they would remain so. 
For full disclosure I’ve included 
the current salary schedule (at left), 
along with benefit information in-
cluding additional annual longevity 
payments ranging from $750 to up to 
$2,600 for Unit A members: 

Sick Leave: 108.75 hours per  
year, unlimited accumulation.

Personal Leave: 22.5 hours per 
year, cumulative to 36.25 hours.

Bereavement Leave: Up to 5 days.
Longevity Pay: $750 after 10  

years of service with Union #28; 
$1,350 after 15 years; $1,850 after 
20 years; $2,100 after 25 years; 

and $2,600 after 30 years.

Hopefully this article provides 
the facts that may have been miss-
ing in previous submissions. We 
hope to agree on a fair and finan-
cially responsible contract soon, 
as we understand the impact this 
has on their daily lives. As always, 
we are extremely appreciative of 
all the hard work that goes into 
educating the Erving Elementary 
School Students.

Jennifer Eichorn is 
the chair of the Erving 

Elementary School Committee.

OP ED School Committee Hits Back at Teachers’ Union Statements

FY’22 SALARIES



BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of January 9 

in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054
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OPEN AGAIN 3 days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs – 11 to 6

AT LARGE

By CHIP AINSWORTH

NORTHFIELD – The end of the calendar year 
lets us hit the pause button and reflect on the past 
twelve months. The media always provide a retro-
spective on major events – the war in Ukraine, the 
midterms, the Supreme Court’s Dobbs v. Jackson 
decision – but lots else happened last year. 

Try finding a pay phone in New York City, 
for instance. In May the last one was ripped 
out of the pavement at the corner of Seventh 
Avenue and West 50th Street. No longer will a 
hunch player be able to call his bookie at the 
last minute. Clark Kent will need to find a new 
place to don his Superman cape, likely in one of 
those ubiquitous Porta Potties.

Many aging actors, rock stars, and doo-wop 
artists sang their swan songs in 2022. A year 
ago January 20, Marvin Lee Aday died at age 
74 in Nashville. He was nicknamed “Meat” in 
high school, after he stepped on his coach’s 
foot during football practice. “Aw, you’re just a 
hunk of meat loaf!” coach yelled.

A New York Yankees fan, in 1977 Meat Loaf 
asked broadcaster Phil Rizutto to do the voice-
over for a rollicking duet he was recording with 
Ellen Foley about a lover’s struggle to consum-
mate a backseat romance. Recorded in Wood-
stock, New York, Rizutto used his play-by-play 
skills to describe a runner rounding the bases, 
touching third, heading for home, and…“Here’s 
the throw, here’s the play at the plate. Holy cow, 
I think he’s gonna make it!”

Stop right there! the song continued.
Rizutto received no royalties and was paid 

$1,000 – about $4,500 in today’s dollars – for 
“Paradise by the Dashboard Light” on the Bat 
Out of Hell album, which sold over 40 million 
copies according to songfacts.com. Rizutto re-
portedly didn’t know the song was about sex, 
but as Meat Loaf once told ESPN: “Phil was no 
dummy – he knew exactly what was going on, 
and he told me such. He was getting heat from a 
priest and felt he had to do something.”

Among the doo-woppers who passed in 2022 
was Connecticut’s Fred Parris. In 1956, his group 
The Five Satins recorded “In the Still of the 
Night” in the basement of St. Bernadette Church 
in New Haven. At a re-enactment 50 years later, 
Father Francis Carter told a New Haven TV sta-
tion, “The song is good and wholesome and pure, 
like many of the romantic songs of the ’50s and 
’60s. That’s why they’re so lasting.”

Parris, who was 85, died in Hamden, Con-
necticut.

One of the early rock artists, drummer Dino 

Danelli, was born across the Hudson in Jersey 
City. A high school dropout, Danelli helped the 
Young Rascals pump out three No. 1 hits – “People 
Got to Be Free,” “Groovin’,” and “Good Lovin’.” 
Danelli’s sister was a high school cheerleader, and 
she helped teach him how to stay in rhythm while 
twirling his drum sticks and tossing them in the 
air. He was 78 when he died in Manhattan.

Robert Louis Ridarelli, a.k.a. Bobby Rydell, 
died at age 79 in Abington Township, Pennsyl-
vania, near his Philadelphia birthplace. Thir-
ty-six of Rydell’s songs made the Billboard Top 
100, including “Volare” and “Wild One.” When 
Grease opened on Broadway in 1972, the prima-
ry setting was Rydell High School. “Total hon-
or,” said Rydell. “It could’ve been Presley High, 
Fabian High, Everly High.” 

The Hollywood Reporter noted that in 1961, 
while he was still a teenager, Rydell became the 
youngest entertainer to headline at New York’s 
famed Copacabana Nightclub.

Louisianan Jerry Lee Lewis outlived the no-
toriety of marrying his 13-year-old cousin once 
removed, Myra Gale Brown. He died at age 87 
in Nesbit, Mississippi, and his New York Times 
obituary included Myra Gale’s answer in 1958 to 
whether 13 was too young to marry: “Oh no, not 
at all. Age doesn’t matter back home. You can 
marry at 10 if you find a husband.” 

When the counting was done, Lewis had sev-
en wives and twelve No. 1 hits. Oh yeah, that 
was the Killer talking.

Two notable actors from the Baby Boom-
er era who died in 2022 were Ray Liotta and 
James Caan. Liotta was born in 1954 and ad-
opted from a Newark, New Jersey orphanage 
when he was six months old. His best role was 
as mobster Henry Hill in the 1990 film Good-
fellas. “Suddenly playing the charming bad guy 
was my thing,” he told Page Six.

Caan was born in the Bronx to Jewish immi-
grants from Germany and was best known for his 
role as Sonny Corleone in The Godfather. Movie 
producer Gianni Russo played Corleone’s no-
good brother-in-law Carlo Rizzi. “He was never 
nice to me from day one,” Russo told the New 
York Post’s Angela Barbuti, “but I’m thinking he 
was in character because he’s a thespian. Till the 
day he died he thought he was Sonny Corleone.”

Two days before the new year, broadcast icon 
Barbara Walters died in New York at age 93. 
Born in Boston, Walters graduated from Sarah 
Lawrence College in Yonkers and got her break 
while working as a TV news writer. A fashion 
model had failed to appear for a live appear-
ance and Walters subbed for her. Her interviews 

of the rich and famous included Fidel Castro, 
Richard Nixon, and of course Monica Lewin-
sky. “She went out on top, a bigger celebrity 
than almost everyone she ever interviewed,” 
said news host Howard Kurtz.

Back to the Little Stuff
Last year in Hong Kong, researchers de-

termined that for every human being on earth 
there are 1.5 million ants… In South America, 
a 9-year-old boy snuck onto a plane that took off 
in northwestern Brazil and landed 1,677 miles 
away in southwestern Brazil. Asked how he man-
aged the caper, the boy said he Googled “How 
to get onto a plane unnoticed”.…  Stage Struck 
During the Oscars, Will Smith slapped host Chris 
Rock for cracking wise about his wife’s hair loss 
from alopecia. “Just put on a f— wig if it both-
ers you so much,” said HBO’s Bill Maher.…   
Parking Perks Bernard Adams left his $80K 
per year post as an assistant parking director in 
Virginia for a $210K job as NYPD Deputy Com-
missioner. Bernard’s brother Eric is the NYC 
mayor.…  Perils of Driving On January 3, hun-
dreds of motorists were stranded on a 50-mile 
stretch of I-95 between Washington and Rich-
mond when snowplows couldn’t keep up with a 
sneak snowstorm. “I’m telling you, my bladder 
is about to burst,” 42-year-old Jen Travis told the  
New York Times.…  Cryptic Comment As Sam-
uel Bankman-Fried’s Ponzi scheme started to 
unravel late last fall, a law school friend of his 
father’s texted: “Sam needs lawyers, and des-
perately.” .…  Writing Advice During a rare sit-
down with the Wall Street Journal, Bob Dylan 
told his interviewer: “To be creative you’ve got 
to be unsociable and tight-assed. Not necessar-
ily violent and ugly, just unfriendly and dis-
tracted.”.…  Funny Ha Ha Elon Musk bought 
Twitter for $44 billion and tweeted: “Comedy is 
now legal on Twitter.”.…  Untimely Passings 
Acerbic New York radio host Bernard McGuirk 
of prostate cancer at age 64; comedian/actor Bob 
Saget from a fall at age 65. A teacher once told 
Saget, “You need to make movies and perform 
and write. You make people laugh.” .…  Words 
That Chafed “Double down” and “gaslight” .…  
The Red Trickle Wall Street Journal colum-
nist Daniel Henninger obliged his critics after a 
much-anticipated red wave in November’s mid-
terms failed to materialize: “I said I’d eat crow if 
there was no red wave. The bird is basting.”

Chip Ainsworth writes sports for  
the Recorder and news and opinion  

for the Reporter. He lives in Northfield. 

The Year Past: So Long, 2022!

FACES    &    PLACES

“On Friday, December 30,” writes town clerk Doreen Stevens (at right), “the Town Of  Gill awarded the Golden Cane to 
our oldest citizen Grayce Perry. She is 97 years young.” Selectboard members (left to right) Greg Snedeker, Randy Crochier, 

and Charles Garbiel passed the town’s ceremonial baton and an official certificate to Perry on the steps of  town hall.
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
MONTAGUE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Mass. Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, the Montague Conservation Commission will 

hold a public meeting to review the following Request for Determination 
of Applicability at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2023: RDA #2023-01 

filed by the Town of Montague Department of Public Works for 
vegetation removal along municipal sewer easements running parallel 

to Montague City Road (from 303 Avenue A to Turnpike Road) and 
Greenfield Road (from 34 to 90 Greenfield Road). Portions of the work 

will occur within riverfront and wetlands resource areas. 

The hearing will be held in the upstairs meeting room at Montague 
Town Hall, One Avenue A. Optional remote meeting login information 

and the filing are available for review at www.montague-ma.gov/calendar.

campaigns aimed at reducing harm 
associated with opioid use. A cen-
tral strategy of the Task Force has 
been reducing cultural stigmas as-
sociated with opioids that may keep 
many users from seeking help. 

“The disease of addiction and 
substance use disorder can real-
ly be thought of as a biochemical 
disease in the brain,” said Rachel 
Katz, director of addiction services 
at the Community Health Center of 
Franklin County. “Very similar to 
something like diabetes or heart dis-
ease, our brains can get sick, and the 
neurotransmitters in our brain can 
react negatively to the substance 
that we take, whether that is sugar 
or whether that is cocaine.”

In addition to her role as a 
nurse practitioner, Katz serves 
as a community faculty member 
with the HEAL Initiative, working 
with other Task Force members to 
brainstorm and implement local in-
terventions. 

Taking into account compound-
ing issues of generational trauma, 
poverty, and racism when treating 
substance use disorder, Katz said, 
is imperative to treating the whole 
patient. “In the last several years, 
there has really been a shift to ex-
pand upon that biochemical model 
and to really also think of the so-
cioeconomic and structural piece,” 
she said. “Addiction doesn’t hap-
pen in isolation, and folks who are 
predisposed to develop substance 
use disorders are also often those 
people who have been failed by our 
greater systems.”

Massachusetts’s statewide opi-
oid overdose death rate is ranked 
among the 10 highest in the US. 
In 2021 the number of overdose- 
related deaths across the state rose to 
2,281, an increase of more than 9% 
over the previous year. Thirty-six of 
those deaths were in Franklin Coun-
ty – higher than the statewide aver-
age, and a sixfold increase since 
2010, according to state data. 

The Opioid Task Force, found-
ed in 2013 by the Franklin Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office to address this 
trend, is currently chaired by sheriff 
Chris Donelan, register of probate 
John F. Merrigan, and Northwestern 
District Attorney David Sullivan. 
Members of the Task Force and 
its five working committees hold 
public meetings several times per 
month to discuss local issues related 
to addiction, incarceration, housing, 
job training, and public health. 

Task Force committees have 
been meeting since last July to dis-
cuss the HEAL Initiative, and ways 
they can gather community input 
to guide their decisions, as the NIH 
requires. Tiarra Fisher works as 
the coalition’s coordinator for the 
HEAL Initiative. 

“They are actually not evaluat-
ing the success of individual strat-
egies, but the success of this model 
of community decision-making to 
implement strategies in communi-
ties,” Fisher explained. “Right now 
we’re working on putting together 

contracts and implementation plans, 
and doing the groundwork neces-
sary to launch these strategies.”

Narcan For All
A central pillar of the Opioid 

Task Force’s approach to reduc-
ing the harmful impacts of opioids 
has been increasing the general 
public’s access to and knowledge 
about Naloxone, or Narcan, the 
overdose-reversing drug.

Narcan can be administered to 
someone experiencing an overdose 
of opiates such as heroin, mor-
phine, or oxycodone, either with 
a syringe or as an easy-to-use na-
sal spray. If administered in time, 
it can resuscitate a user who has 
stopped breathing.

“It’s just first aid,” Fisher said. 
“Everyone should know how to use 
Narcan.”

As part of the HEAL Initiative, 
the Task Force plans to install free 
Narcan distribution boxes called 
“NaloxBoxes” throughout the four 
participating municipalities. Quali-
fied organizations can also receive 
free or discounted bulk orders of the 
drug through the statewide Commu-
nity Naloxone Purchasing Program. 
The Opioid Task Force is helping to 
reach out to eligible organizations 
and coordinate their applications.

Another part of the Task Force’s 
outreach strategy is to provide 
“peer stipends” to a number of lo-
cal people with firsthand experi-
ence with drug use to help distrib-
ute Narcan and serve as liaisons for 
other drug users to access help. The 
coalition called on a local network 
of recovery coaches, drug users, 
and addiction experts associated 
with Tapestry Health and the North 
Quabbin Community Coalition to 
fill these positions.

“From my end, having a peer-led 
intervention was one of the most 

important things I wanted on the ta-
ble. It was something I brought for-
ward at every single meeting from 
the beginning,” Katz said. “And we 
can’t ask someone to share their 
lived experience, or their knowl-
edge – or their time – for free.”

Between $20,000 and $25,000 
of the HEAL Initiative funds will 
be spent on the peer stipends, ac-
cording to Fisher.

“There are groups all over the 
country doing this work, and it’s 
becoming more mainstream,” Katz 
said. “People who use drugs take 
care of each other. Most overdos-
es are being dealt with by friends, 
by family, or other people who use 
drugs day in and day out.”

Blocking Receptors
In another planned use of the 

NIH funds, the Community Health 
Center intends to stock up on an-
other medication used to treat opi-
oid use disorder in the long term. It 
is called Sublocade, an injectable 
“macro-dose” of the drug buprenor-
phine, one of the two active ingredi-
ents in Suboxone.

Buprenorphine is used to treat 
withdrawal, and blocks the effects 
of other opioids if a user relapses. 
The injection is meant to serve as 
an alternative to taking Suboxone 
orally every day for people at high 
risk of overdosing.

“Suboxone, or buprenorphine, 
is the first medication outside of 
methadone that we were really fi-
nally able to treat addiction with, 
and that it wasn’t treated purely 
with behavioral health interven-
tions, or shuttling people away to 
rehabs or detoxes,” Katz said. “Su-
blocade is for folks who live a cha-
otic life – who have medications 
stolen, or trade them, or have oth-
ers using them. If they continue to 
use drugs, they are at a high risk of 

a potentially fatal overdose.”
Currently, Katz and other health-

care professionals have to prescribe 
a patient Sublocade, place an order, 
and hope the patient returns for their 
next appointment to receive it. Af-
ter the intervention is formally ap-
proved and a bulk order is placed, 
both Community Health Center 
locations in Greenfield and Orange 
will have doses of Sublocade on 
hand for high-risk patients. 

“One of the silver linings of 
COVID was that MassHealth 
waived all prior authorization re-
quirements for Sublocade,” Katz 
said. “They say isolation was in-
creasing – people were using drugs 
more and we couldn’t bring them 
into the offices to get medications.”

Once MassHealth decided to 
cover it, many private health insur-
ance companies followed suit. A 
single dose of Sublocade, Katz said, 
had previously cost around $8,000.

No Questions Asked
A third component of the Task 

Force’s plan to implement HEAL 
involves educating pharmacists 
and healthcare providers. Narcan is 

RESPONSE from page A1

available over the counter in Mass- 
achusetts, without a prescription or 
any personal identification. It’s also 
covered by insurance for anyone on 
Medicare or Medicaid (MassHealth).

“There’s been a number of an-
ecdotal stories about people having 
negative interactions at the pharma-
cy level,” Fisher said. “As a pharma-
cist you shouldn’t be asking ques-
tions. It’s a preventative tool, and it 
doesn’t necessarily mean someone 
is ‘on drugs,’ or has a problem.”

The NIH funds will pay for four 
pharmacists from the region to 
make rounds to all the other area 
pharmacies to educate them about 
Narcan access and use. 

An outreach campaign focused 
on educating healthcare providers 
on how to treat patients experi-
encing chronic pain and substance 
abuse disorder is also in the works. 
A free hotline, known as the Mass- 
achusetts Consultation Service for 
the Treatment of Addiction and 
Pain, is available for physicians 
and pharmacists to consult with 
addiction experts on complicated 
cases – for example, when there are 
signs a patient’s prescribed pain 
medications might be triggering an 
underlying addiction.

Fisher said the budgets for these 
projects are still being finalized, 
and the majority of the roughly 
$491,000 is yet to be allocated. 
The Opioid Task Force has until 
the end of 2023 to implement the 
plans, and will host regular meet-
ings throughout the year to assess 
their progress. 

While they told the Reporter 
they can’t share details about other 
plans and partnerships yet, Fisher 
and Katz said the Task Force also 
hopes to address problems of con-
tinuity between inpatient care in 
hospitals and outpatient services, as 
well as the region’s limited public 
transportation.

All of these priorities, Fisher 
said, come in response to hours of 
public meetings where users and 
their advocates discuss the chal-
lenges they face in Franklin County.

“Community members have 
been really paving the way for 
what has been happening,” Fisher 
said. “Their collective input, brain-
storming, and mental la-
bor have really made all 
this happen.”

Members of  the Opioid Task Force, the North Quabbin Community Coalition PART Task Force, and Boston Medical Center 
held a “data walk” event in September at the North Quabbin Recovery Center in Athol. The groups reviewed the available 

data on the effects of  opioid use in the region in order to make decisions about how the HEAL Initiative funding will be spent.
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SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

effort to increase PILOT payments 
outside the state’s eastern part. 

Keller followed this closely 
with the proposal by Eversource 
to widen its 29-mile high-volt-
age corridor between Ludlow and 
Northfield by cutting 100 feet 
of trees overall, 50 feet on each 
side. The company’s right-of-way 
cuts through most of the towns in 
Saunders’s district. 

Keller said he understood 
enough trigonometry to know that 
a 50-foot-tall pine will fall no more 
than 50 feet from its base. Months 
earlier, he had publicly asked the 
company how many outages have 
been caused by trees falling on its 
wires; he said he had not yet heard 
an answer as of December 21. 

The selectboard chair added 
that he has a personal interest in 
the proposal, because some of the 
clear-cut would pass through his 
property and would include native 
cherries, which he said are much 
less likely to be broken or uprooted 
than the faster-growing pines. 

Saunders said state represen-
tative Susannah Whipps and sen-
ator Jo Comerford are addressing 
Eversource’s proposal.

Selectboard member Gillian 
Budine brought up the reme-
diation of PFAS at Swift River 
School, a liability expected to 
cost Wendell and New Salem at 
least $100,000. While there are 
possibilities of grants to cover it, 
Budine said, $100,000 might be a 
drop in the bucket for big cities in 
the east, but is a big unanticipated 
expense for the small towns. 

Saunders mentioned a revolv-
ing fund that provides low- or 
no-interest loans to cover drink-
ing water projects.

Saunders said he plans to visit all 
the towns in his district regularly.

“How much time do you expect 
to spend in Boston?” Keller asked.

“As much as necessary,” Saun-
ders answered, “and as much time 
in the district as possible.” He 
said he has not yet established an 
office or hired a legislative aide, 
but hopes to hold regular meet-
ings in his constituent towns. 

“A silver lining to the pandem-
ic,” he added, “is everyone is fa-
miliar with Zoom.” Saunders said 
the state government may allow 
remote hearings, which would 
save Wendell citizens an hour’s 
drive each way and $40 in parking 
for an opportunity to testify at a 
hearing for three minutes. 

Keller said there are citizens of 
Wendell who do not use a comput-
er, or have an internet connection.

More Sawing
Another power-line project – 

National Grid’s effort to cut trees 
and limbs to protect its three-phase 
line running from Wendell Depot 
to Locke Hill – will be finished 
soon, and the company plans to 
move its tree crew on to Orange. 
Though a tree hearing has been 
held on multiple dates, there are 
still 19 or 20 trees for which it is 
undecided whether they should be 
cut, trimmed, or left as they are. 

The property owner at the cor-
ner of Locke Hill and Lockes Vil-
lage roads is willing to have a tree 
removed that limits the automobile 
line-of-sight at the corner. Another 
owner further up Lockes Village 
Road does not want a tree by her 
walk removed, but it is unhealthy 
and considered a threat to the wires.

National Grid is willing to re-
turn to Wendell immediately after 
they finish in Orange, but not after 
that. Tree warden Cliff Dornbusch  
and Johnson-Mussad said they 
would schedule a continuation 
of the public tree hearing, and at-
tempt to decide what will be done 
with the final trees before the com-
pany leaves the area.

Wage Growth
Highway commissioner Phil 

Delorey asked the board to ap-
prove a pay rate for the town’s 
road workers comparable to what 
other area towns are paying. This 
fiscal year, he said, the raises can 
be paid from money saved else-
where in the highway budget. 

Before a motion was made to 
approve the raises, town coor-
dinator Glenn Johnson-Mussad 
said he felt raises for the highway 
crew should come as part of the 
town’s revised hourly rate sched-
ule, which also includes raises for 
firefighters and fire officers. The 
selectboard voted to approve the 
revised schedule.

Project Updates
Open space committee chair 

Dan Leahy praised the road com-
mission and Davenport Construc-
tion for the new Kentfield Road 
bridge. Leahy said the original 
design appalled both him and the 
bridge’s neighbor, who felt it was 
too intrusive for a bridge serving 
a relatively isolated one-lane dirt 
road. The neighbor worked with 
the engineer and changed the de-
sign so it still meets state standards 
but is a closer fit in its location.

As project manager, Delorey 
said the RFP for consultants on 
capping the old town landfill was 
almost ready to be sent out. He is 
looking for tree cutters to clear a 
road around the site to allow ac-
cess for monitoring wells. 

Board members authorized De-
lorey to sign a contract to have the 
highway garage roof strengthened 
and repaired so it can support so-
lar panels. Delorey said mini-split 
heaters for the police station are 
still back-ordered, and the Lever-
ett police had not moved any fur-
niture into the building.

Other Business
The selectboard voted unani-

mously to sign a letter of support 
for Erving’s application for a grant 
to study the feasibility of a shared-
use path that would connect  
Farley, Wendell Depot, and Erving 
Center along the south side of the 
Millers River.

The board voted unanimously 
to renew the Class III auto salvage 
license for Scott’s Garage, and ap-
proved an application to use the 
town hall for dance classes Satur-
day afternoons in January.

Treasurer Carolyn Manley 
warned that if insurance on the 
structure at 40 Gate Lane is al-
lowed to expire, there is no guar-
antee it will be reinstated. The 
selectboard had that insurance 
maintained, but the building is a 
town liability.

Fire chief Joe Cuneo does not 
want to use it for a practice burn, 
because Gate Lane is narrow and 
has no adequate turnaround. Lea-
hy suggested that a conservation 
organization might be willing to 
exchange the property 
for the cost of removing 
the building.

WENDELL  from page A1

approximately $1 million dollars in funds from the 
block grants – which also support affordable housing 
loans, social service programs, and other infrastructure 
projects such as parks – over the previous nine years. 

According to the documents supporting the town’s 
proposal to McGovern, the town will use the funds 
to improve sidewalks and intersections from First to 
Third Street on the even-numbered side of the Avenue 
– from the Great Falls Discovery Center to the Mon-
tague Catholic Social Ministries office – and from 
First to Second Street on the odd-numbered side, from 
town hall to the Between the Uprights sports bar. 

Ellis touted the planned intersection renovations as 
greatly enhancing access to downtown businesses un-
der the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The design of these “shovel-ready” projects was 
completed by the firm Berkshire Design, which has 
played a key role in implementing the smaller sections 
of the project funded by CDBG. 

The larger federal earmark of which Montague’s 
streetscape project is a part also funded 14 other pro-
jects in McGovern’s district, including a redesign of a 
community farm in Northampton, renovation and ex-
pansion of the Jones Library in Amherst, new commu-
nications technology for first responders in Franklin 
County, and new affordable housing developments in 
Athol and Leominster.

Earmarks, now euphemistically called “Congress- 
ionally Directed Spending (CDS) requests,” are appro-
priations sponsored by members of Congress to fund 
specific public and private projects in their districts. 

They fell out of favor on Capitol Hill during the 
early years of the Obama administration – the presi-
dent called for “earmark reform,” whereby such ex-
penditures would be subjected to more stringent crite-
ria – and were temporarily banned when Republicans 
gained control of the House in 2011.

“The term earmark originated in ancient England,” 
CNN Money senior writer Jeanne Sahadi explained 
during the 2009 debate over reforming the process, 
“when farmers tagged – or marked the ears – of their 
livestock mixed among the village herd.” 

Asked about the timeline for completing the latest 
phase of the Avenue A streetscape, Ellis told the Report-
er that it would depend on when the final CDS request 
is awarded to the town. He said he hoped project fund-
ing – and implementation – would last through the 2024 
calendar year. 

Ellis also expressed uncertainty about who would 
oversee the project’s implementation. Montague’s 
CDBG are administered by the Franklin County 

Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
(FCRHRA), but whether the housing authority has the 
capacity or legal authority to administer an earmark 
remains uncertain, he said. 

The application for the CDS was submitted last 
spring, before the planning capacity at town hall was 
enhanced by adding the new position of assistant town 
administrator.

Administering the earmark could add a significant 
amount of work to the already-crowded agendas of the 
selectboard, finance committee, capital improvements 
committee, and paid administrative staff. 

Montague is currently evaluating a range of expensive 
upgrades and enhancements at the Clean Water Facility, 
including a proposal to build a new composting facility 
for biosolids generated at the plant or from around the 
region. An ongoing grant-funded project to eliminate 
flooding on Montague City Road has moved forward de-
spite delays in permitting by state and federal agencies. 

The town’s library trustees, meanwhile, have pro-
posed a feasibility study of either building a new library 
in downtown Turners Falls or making significant up-
grades and enhancements to the historic Carnegie Li-
brary. The trustees have also proposed a public hearing 
on the status of the Montague Center branch library, a 
building still known locally as the “Old Town Hall.”

And the Gill-Montague regional school district re-
cently floated the idea of consolidating its two elemen-
tary schools in Montague, both of which are owned by 
the town, into either a new building or a dramatically 
expanded Sheffield Elementary. 

At the selectboard’s final meeting of the year, on De-
cember 19, Ellis quickly reviewed a formidable list of 
all the capital projects various town departments have 
proposed be considered at a special town meeting in 
March and the annual town meeting in May. 

Federal relicensing of the local hydroelectric pro-
jects under the control and ownership of the FirstLight 
Power Company, which is expected to accommodate 
proposals by Montague for expanded public recreation-
al access to the Connecticut River, may be entering its 
final stages after a decade of halting progress.

One important infrastructure project which may 
not be on local officials’ “plate” for much longer is 
the state’s renovation of the General Pierce Bridge, 
which connects Montague and Greenfield but has been 
closed to traffic for nearly two years. 

Ellis announced at a recent meeting that the reopen-
ing of the bridge is still scheduled for March, and said 
that a rumor that its opening was now only 
delayed by the town’s request for enhanced 
pedestrian lighting was apocryphal. 

EARMARK  from page A1

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

COVID Got You?  Get Paxlovid’d... Via Telehealth!
FRANKLIN COUNTY – Telehealth is a quick and 

free way to see if you’re eligible for COVID-19 treat-
ment. You can access telehealth services by calling 
(833) 273-6330, or by completing an online assess-
ment at www.mass.gov/CovidTelehealth. 

Clinicians are available every day from 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m. EST. This service is not for medical emergen-
cies or those who have severe chest pain or shortness 
of breath. Learn more at www.mass.gov/info-details/
free-telehealth-for-covid-19-treatment-with-paxlovid .

Sometimes it’s good to just stop and remember where we live.
(Thanks to reader Suzette Snow-Cobb for the dam pic!)
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Root Yoga Studio
51 11th St., Turners Falls

413.676.9076
root-yoga-studio.com

New Student Special
Three Classes for $30

Here’s the way it was on  
January 1, 1873: News from the 
Turners Falls Reporter’s archive.

So deep has been the anxiety of 
the mass of our local readers upon 
the issue of the negotiation going 
on for the purchase of the land and 
water power for these Mills that it 
is a source of real pleasure to us to 
be able to chronicle the favorable 
conclusion of the same, and an-
nounce that the Griswold & Sons 
Cotton mills are to become a reali-
ty in our midst. 

Mr. Griswold, Sr., having yes-
terday closed the bargain with the 
Turners Falls Company for a tract 
of about ten acres of one of the fin-
est mill sites in the country.

A brief description of the loca-
tion and proposed buildings will 
be readily appreciated by our read-
ers. As a matter of course, partic-
ulars must be scarce so soon after 
the completion of the purchase of 
the ground only; but enough has 
been done upon the plans by the 
Engineer of the Company, Wm. P. 
Crocker, Esq., to give quite an idea 
of what “Griswoldville” will be.

The lot commences on Sixth 
Street, about three or four hundred 
feet below Suspension Bridge, and 
is bounded on the N.E. by Sixth 
Street, on the S.E. by J Street, on 
the S.W. by Tenth Street, and on the 
N.W. by I Street. It will embrace 
within itself, beside the land re-
served for the canal and the freight 
branch railroad, and the already 

laid out streets of the city, which are 
Canal, Seventh, and Eighth Streets, 
three new ones – one of which will 
be known as “Griswold” Street.

The buildings contemplated are 
three factories of five hundred feet 
each, with their outbuildings, as 
well as one hundred and ten ten-
ement houses.... The mills, when 
completed, are estimated to con-
tain five hundred looms each; and 
the whole enterprise will cost little 
less than $1,500,000....

A temporary railroad will prob-
ably be built from Avenue A to the 
territory named, across both the 
present railroads, said road to be 
worked by “gravity” alone in the 
descent... that is to say, the cars are 
loaded and started, their weight 
propelling them to their destina-
tion, and, when emptied, returned 
by horse-power.

It is now intended to commence 
a brick-yard on the Main canal, be-
tween Eighth and Tenth Streets, at 
which to manufacture the brick to 
build the contemplated structures, 
there being an abundance of clay 
and sand for that purpose on or 
near Avenue A. 

Of the benefit all these places 
will be to our town we need not 
discourse now. Rather let us tell 
our readers that these are only 
some of the moves being made, 
and that the prospect of an im-
provement in business, an increase 
of building, and a large addition to 
the number of inhabitants are only 
questions of a little time.

Looking Back:
150 years ago this week

By KATE SAVAGE

On Tuesday, the Gill select-
board met for six minutes to sign 
warrants, vote on one motion, and 
express appreciation for their town 
administrator. 

The board voted to reclassify 
the role of Gill’s representative to 
the Franklin County Solid Waste 
Management District (FCSWMD) 
as a “special municipal employee.” 
Selectboard member Randy Croch-
ier explained that the designation 
allows someone to have multiple 
roles in town without violating the 
state’s conflict of interest laws.

“We’ve done this before for 
many other positions,” he said. 

FCSWMD executive director 
Jan Ameen stated in an email to the 
district’s member towns that “this 
is a very convoluted issue with a 
simple solution.” Ameen wrote 
that she would follow up with each 
board member individually “to as-
certain if there are any conflicts of 
interest that need to be reported to 
the state.”

Vicky Jenkins, Gill’s current 

representative to the FCSWMD, 
was appointed in November after 
the retirement of Arthur Cohen, 
who had previously served in the 
role for 35 years.

Other Business
The selectboard announced that 

COVID test kits, and a variety of 
face masks, are available for free 
at town hall.

The board expressed relief that 
the meeting was short and uncom-
plicated, as town administrator Ray 
Purington was unable to attend. 
Crochier said that in his 13 years as 
a selectboard member, this was his 
first meeting without Purington. 

“I’ve only been able to do this for 
13 years because of Ray,” Crochier 
said. “He makes the three people in 
these chairs look a lot smarter than 
most of us are.”

Town clerk Doreen Stevens 
agreed. “I’m not so sure how eager 
I would have been to become town 
clerk if it hadn’t been for Ray,” she 
said. “For me to start at 63,” she add-
ed with a laugh, “to go from a kitch-
en to here – thank God I had Ray!”

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

Waste Rep Made Special; 
Strong Precedent Set for 
Short Meetings in 2023

small rural towns, by itself, trans-
late into power on Beacon Hill – or 
into more money for education and 
broadband in towns like Worthing-
ton and Montague? What made Ku-
lik  so effective at his job?

The broader political context at 
the State House in Boston during 
the years Kulik and Story served 
should be considered. Both entered 
a legislature which had experienced 
radical shifts in leadership style and 
governing process in the 1980s. In 
1985 the longest-serving speaker 
in the House’s history, Tommy Mc-
Gee, was ousted by his lieutenant 
George Keverian, who promised 
rules reform and more democracy 
for the membership. 

But more democracy, and less 
rigid leadership control, seemed to 
lead to chaos after a major fiscal 
crisis hit the state in 1988, even-
tually producing major budget 
cuts and two income tax increases. 
The public perception of dysfunc-
tion as the legislature fought over 
these cuts and hikes culminated in 
the election in 1990 of Republican 
governor Bill Weld, and the re-
placement of Keverian as speaker 
by Charlie Flaherty in 1991.

And while power in the House 
did not entirely revert to its Mc-
Gee-era levels of authoritarianism, 
stability was primarily achieved by 
following a party line defined by the 
speaker and enforced by committee 
assignments. Story recalls that she 
and Kulik both lost key commit-
tee assignments after they did not 
support the conservative Democrat 
Tom Finneran in his successful bid 
to succeed Flaherty in 1996. 

These backroom battles over po-
litical power coincided with an era 
of intense ethics scrutiny by advo-
cacy groups, political opponents, 
and the Boston Globe’s “Spotlight 

Team” of investigative journalists. 
Flaherty’s resignation came as he 

pleaded guilty to submitting false 
receipts on earlier tax returns and 
not reporting free vacation housing 
on Cape Cod provided by lobbyists. 
Finneran himself was speaker un-
til 2004, when he pleaded guilty to 
making false statements to a grand 
jury about his role in a recent redis-
tricting process.

Next in line was Salvatore DiMa-
si, who resigned in 2009 while under 
investigation for fraud in the case of 
a company doing business with the 
state. (He was eventually convicted.)

And in 2014 speaker Robert De-
Leo (2009-2020) and a lieutenant 
were named as “unindicted co-con-
spirators” in a fraud case involving 
hiring at state probation offices. But 
the convictions of the principals 
were overturned in 2016 by a feder-
al appeals court, and DeLeo claimed 
“vindication.” He remained in the 
speakership for four more years, by 
which time both Kulik and Story 
had retired from the House.

Story denies that having influ-
ence and political clout on Beacon 
Hill during this era was necessarily 
a sign of compromise with power.

“Just because the leadership did 
stupid things does not mean the 
whole legislature is corrupt,” she 
told us. 

Story also argued that gaining 
power and influence to help constit-
uents is, within limits, the purpose 
of politics. “Steve was a little ahead 
of me on that,” she said. “Having 
served in the MMA, he knew the 
ropes at the State House. For me, it 
was a whole new world.”

The Bottom Line
Turners Falls resident Jay Di-

Pucchio, former chair of the Mon-
tague Democratic Town Committee, 
agreed that there is a middle ground 

between corruption and sainthood 
when exercising power at the state 
house. He and Kulik played key 
roles in obtaining legislative and ex-
ecutive support in the 1990s for the 
replacement of the Franklin County 
government with a nonprofit Re-
gional Council of Governments.

“We had to convince legisla-
tors and members of the executive 
branch that our model would not 
undermine county government in 
the east,” he said. Part of the solu-
tion was an appeal to the bottom 
line: emphasizing that the regional 
council could provide a variety of 
services that small Franklin County 
towns could not afford. 

Dunlavy, in an email to the Re-
porter, made a similar analysis of 
Kulik’s role in getting legislative 
approval for funding rural broad-
band, going beyond a moral argu-
ment to the state’s pocketbook.

“[H]e absolutely helped us un-
derstand the politics of policy and 
how to get from A to B in the legis-
lature,” Dunlavy wrote. “For broad-
band we had to explain and show 
that lack of broadband in Western 
Massachusetts is a unique issue of 
inequity but also that solving the 
problem would be important to the 
economy of Massachusetts overall.”

But Dunlavy also stood by her 
belief that “Steve was effective on 
Beacon Hill because he was a nice 
guy. He was always respectful, 
friendly and interested in hearing 
the needs of others.” 

And while Beckwith, the MMA 
director, said he admired Kulik’s 
political savvy, he returned in the 
end to his open-mindedness and 
personal integrity in explaining his 
broad influence.

“People in the legislature just 
knew they could trust 
Steve,” Beckwith told the 
Reporter.

KULIK  from page A1

noted that there were only four months left until the 
next town meeting. The board wanted to know, he 
said, whether the committee was prepared to “give 
the town the information it needs to be informed and 
make decisions.”

Ad-hoc-committee member Richard Nathhorst re-
sponded that group had reached a consensus on three 
options for the building to present to residents, and 
planned to conduct two moderated public forums in the 
near future, along with its regular committee meetings, 
the next of which takes place virtually at 7:30 p.m. this 
Thursday, January 5. 

Nathhorst said the first public forum would be in-
formational, focused on the history of the building and 
the issues involved with it, and the second would ex-
plore potential options and questions from residents. 
While the forums would lay out what is legally pos-
sible and the committee’s recommendations, he said, 
the committee did not want to “steer in one direction,” 
only to “present facts.”

Nathhorst also notified the board that a contract had 
been signed to survey the property the building is locat-
ed on, which should take place in the next few weeks. 
He described the site survey as a “next step forward.”

Hankinson invited the entire committee to meet 
jointly at the next selectboard meeting to provide 
more information to the public, noting that there were 
a variety of opinions on the subject and that the board 
would like to hear them. 

Board member Melissa Colbert also said she wanted 
to hear a “range of perspectives,” and for the board to 
be kept up to date as the process coalesces.

DOR Do-Over
The selectboard held a second property tax classi-

fication hearing due to an error in calculations sent to 
the Department of Revenue (MassDOR) for approval. 
The board again voted for a single tax classification for 
residential and commercial properties. 

The only change resulting from the error is a low-
ering of the estimated rate for FY’23 property taxes 
from $16.13 to $16.02 per $1,000 in property value. 
Though the rate is lower than the current year’s, due 

to a rise in property values residents’ total tax bills are 
still expected to rise 2%. 

Interim principal assessor David Burgess said he 
would re-submit the calculations to MassDOR, and es-
timated that property tax bills would be sent out one to 
two weeks from Tuesday’s meeting. 

No Pointing 
Town administrator Marjorie McGinnis informed 

the board that a discrepancy between the town’s ac-
counting and Leverett Elementary School’s accounting 
has led to a delay in closing the books for FY’22. 

McGinnis said the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG), which provides accounting 
services to the town, was sending someone to provide 
additional help with the matter. She also said that Lev-
erett is scheduled for a regular biennial audit for FY’22, 
and that she has asked the auditors to begin “sooner 
rather than later” to speed things up. 

McGinnis said the discrepancy could likely be at-
tributed to confusion caused by employee turnover at 
both the school and town, and added that while problem 
needs to be resolved, “no one is pointing fingers.”

Other Business
The selectboard voted to designate a potential alter-

nate representative to the Franklin County Solid Waste 
Management District (FCSWMD) as a special munic-
ipal employee. Leverett recently designated its current 
FCSWMD representative, transfer station superinten-
dent Annette Herda, as a special municipal employee, 
and though it does not have an alternate, both deci-
sions were made at FCSWMD’s request.

The board was informed that the library had been 
approved for a $97,000 Green Communities grant to 
replace its older geothermal heating system with an air-
source heat pump system.

The board granted a beer and wine license to the 
Leverett Village Co-op, setting a fee of $250, and ap-
proved a Class II auto license for Dewey Auto Sales.

Judy Ricker resigned from the board of registrars.
The board extended Leverett Cultural 

Council membership terms for Susan Kassi-
er and Julie Rivera until 2025.

LEVERETT  from page A1
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By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS – This week 
we want to give a brief recap of the 
basketball games played since our 
last issue. During the break, the 
Franklin boys lost a nail-biter against 
Athol, spoiling Tech’s chances to 
register their first win. The Turn-
ers Falls boys had a more difficult 
time, losing three games by lopsided 
scores. And while the Turners girls 
lost a pair of blow-outs, the Franklin 
Tech girls just kept winning.

Girls’ Basketball
FCTS 60 – Smith Voc 36
FCTS 46 – Athol 24
Pioneer 45 – TFHS 28
FCTS 43 – Lenox 34
Mahar 50 – TFHS 23

On Tuesday, December 27, the 
Franklin Tech Eagles traveled to 
Northampton and upended the Smith 
Vocational Vikings, 60-36. Tech was 
relentless in this one, scoring an even 
16, 15, 15, 14 points in the four peri-
ods while holding the Vikings to just 
36. Hannah Gilbert (13), Lea Chap-
man (11), and Kyra Goodell (10) all 
hit double figures in the win.

Then on Thursday, December 
29, Tech hosted the Athol Red 
Bears. In this game, Tech jumped 
out to a 13-2 first period lead and 
never looked back, beating Da 
Bears by 22 points. Goodell was 
Franklin’s top scorer with 12.

That same night, the Turners 
girls fell victim to a second-half 
Panther surge up in Northfield as 
their halftime lead dissolved into a 
17-point loss. The Thunder Ladies 
held a 12-10 lead after the first quar-

ter, played even in the second, and 
retained that 2-point lead going into 
halftime at 20-18. 

But that’s when the Black Cats 
sprang. The Panthers roared ahead 
to 32-23 in the third and outscored 
Blue 13-5 in the final quarter to take 
the contest 45-28. 

Lily Spera led Blue with 10 
points, followed by Keira Richard-
son-Meatty with 8.

The season continued on Tuesday, 
January 3. At Franklin Tech, the Lady 
Birds traveled over the mountain 
and extended their unbeaten streak 
by defeating the Lenox Millionaires  
43-34. Franklin had another stellar 
first quarter in this one, outscoring 
Lenox 17-4 in the opening peri-
od. This time Kaitlin Trudeau (13), 
Chapman (10), and Kendra Camp-
bell (10) were Tech’s top scorers.

The Blue Ladies also hit the road 
Tuesday, traveling to Orange and 
losing to the Mahar Senators. Ma-
har led 27-12 at the half, put Turn-
ers away 18 to 4 in the third, and 
coasted to a 50-23 victory. 

Seven different players scored for 
Blue, with Taylor Greene leading 
Turners with 6. 

This Friday, the Eagles head 
down to Springfield to take on Put-
nam Vo-Tech, while the Blue Ladies 
travel up the trail to take on the Mo-
hawk Warriors.

Boys’ Basketball
Greenfield 66 – TFHS 40
Duggan 74 – TFHS 47
Athol 55 – FCTS 52
Pioneer Valley 68 – TFHS 31

Before the break, we reported 
that Turners Falls had lost to Green-

field by a “sizable margin” as we 
went to press, but we didn’t know 
the details. In the December 21 loss, 
Green doubled up Turners 20-10 af-
ter one quarter. 

The second period was more 
competitive as Powertown scored 
13 to the Fielders’ 15, but any hope 
for a late-game comeback dissolved 
as Greenfield outpaced the Thunder 
Boys 31-17 in the second half. 

Nine Turners players scored 
points in this loss, with Alex Queza-
da leading the pack with 11.

It didn’t get any easier for the 
Boys in Blue on Thursday, Decem-
ber 29, when they lost to Duggan 
Academy down in Springfield by 27 
points. Levin Prondecki was Thun-
der’s top scorer with 11 points.

The Tech Boys lost a heart-
breaker on Friday, December 30 to 
the visiting Bears of Athol. In this 
game, the difference was in the 
third quarter. With the score 28-all 
at halftime, the Bears outscored 
Tech 12-9 to take a precarious 40-
37 lead with a quarter to play. The 
teams then played to an even 15-
15 fourth quarter, giving Athol the 
three-point win. 

Ty Sadoski led Tech in scoring 
with 26 points, Noah Ausikaitis 
netted 14, Robert Belval scored 5, 
Robert Murphy sank a three-point-
er, and Cayden Lehtomaki hit a 
field goal for two points.

Then on Tuesday, the Black 
Panthers of Pioneer Valley came 
to town. Although Powertown 
would go on to lose by 37, the Cats 
couldn’t really shake Blue until the 
third quarter: Turners trailed by 
only two points after one period, 

High School Sports: Basketball Recap

12-10, and they still had a chance 
at the half, with the score a man-
ageable 23-17. 

But in that second half, the 
Black Cats trounced Powertown 45 
to 14 to win the game going away, 
67-31. Quezada again led Blue 

with 9 points.
Both teams play this Thursday, 

January 5, as Turners Falls wel-
comes the Lee Wildcats and the 
Tech Boys travel to down to Hat-
field to take on the Smith Academy 
Purple Falcons.

Turners Falls’ Keira Richardson-Meatty goes up for a shot against 
Pioneer Panthers defenders Hailey Ring and Addie Harrington as her 
teammate Tatiana Carr-Williams looks up. Richardson-Meatty racked 
up 8 points during the Thunder’s December 29 loss at Pioneer Valley.
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By DAVID BRULE

ERVINGSIDE – What’s a na-
ture writer to do when, in a dull 
and eventless January, Mother 
Nature hands us a non-event of a 
winter? Few birds, no snow, bears 
asleep, rivers flowing freely as if 
it were November or late March, 
but definitely not yet a New  
England January.

Then, just about the end of the 
old year, all it took to lift me from 
my morose mood was an article in 
the Montague Reporter by Richard 
Andersen, praising and gushing 
over a new book by our own Chris 
Sawyer-Lauçanno entitled Re-
membrances of Luminaries Past.

Chris and I had just collaborat-
ed in a lost-cause effort to win a 
reprieve from the wrecking ball for 
the old Farren Memorial Hospital. 
I had known Chris for years when 
in the earlier days of the Report-
er he and wife Patricia Pruitt had 
briefly taken over editorship of the 
newspaper after David Detmold 
had retired. The Farren episode en-
couraged a closer friendship.

I got right on the phone to 
Chris to find out where I could 
get a copy of his new book. He 
told me that it hasn’t actually yet 
been released in the US. Never-
theless, early the very next morn-
ing, Chris had spirited his way to 
Millers Falls and left a copy in my 
mailbox without even raising the 
suspicions of the house Siberian 
husky snoozing on the couch.

I began reading the book over 
the ritual morning coffee, and when 
I got to the chapter on Paul Bowles, 
ex-pat American writer living in 
Tangier, Morocco, down the rabbit 
hole of memories I plunged.

Tangier!
I myself have a long history 

with that fabled citadel city, den 
of thieves and intrigue, impossibly 
winding streets in the labyrinth of 
the Kasbah, kif and hashish smoke 
wafting through every café and on 
every street corner.

This ancient city is perched on 
a hill at the gates of the Mediterra-
nean, with the Atlantic on one side 
and that great middle sea on the 
other. On a clear day you can see 
Gibraltar, the staunchly English 
compound at the southern tip of 
Spain. In Arabic djebel Tarik, “the 
hill of Tarik,” was named for Tar-
ik Ibn Ziyad, the great Moorish 
Moroccan general and a leader of 
the Arab conquest of the 800s.

My earliest connection with 
Tangier, barring the Hope-Cros-
by-Lamour piece-of-fluff road 
picture, was when I arrived there 
in early January of 1967. I had 
left Paris during the university’s 
Christmas break and expected to 
hitchhike as far south as I could, 
seeking warm, sunny climes in 
Spain. In fact the weather re-
mained cool, cloudy, and damp, 
even when I crossed over to North 
Africa on the ferry from Gibraltar 
to Morocco. It was much like the 
weather I had left in Paris and on 
the high plains of Madrid. 

But I was in Africa! A brief stay 
lasting a day or two in a seedy 
youth hostel, long enough to say 
I had made it to that exotic spot, 
and then I crossed back over to 
Gib again and hitched all the way 
to Paris – in about four rides! You 
could do that in those days.

A year later in 1968, the Peace 
Corps sent me back to Morocco 

West Along the RiveR

The Road  
To MoRocco

POLLY FRENCH ILLUSTRATION

see WEST ALONG page B5

Chris Sawyer-Lauçanno and Patricia Pruitt, in a 2012 photo.
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Above: Even old trucks can get in the spirit of  the season. Reader Don Plante spotted these guys in Northfield.

SOUTH DEERFIELD – In November I decided 
to do something different. I didn’t drive down to my 
parents’ home near Princeton, New Jersey. For the first 
time in a few decades, I decided to take a series of 
commuter trains for the 224-mile journey instead.

The price was less than the price of gas and tolls, and 
the stress level was way lower for me. 

The surprising thing I’ve found when I have shared 
my commuter train journey story is how few people 
in Franklin County are aware of these trains, which 
run with regular frequency from stops in Greenfield, 
Northampton, Holyoke, and Springfield. I can’t find 
anyone among my friends and family who have taken 
the train. Can you?

Just this morning, at 5:45 and 7:45 a.m., a train left 
Greenfield for the 2-hour-and-48-minute run to New 
Haven, Connecticut. On the weekends, this same train 
departs Greenfield at 9:15 a.m., 1:36 p.m., and 8:10 
p.m. The one-way fare is $14 to Springfield, $19 to 
Hartford, and $28 to New Haven. 

The good news is that despite remaining a mystery to 
many upper Valley residents, the ridership has proven to 
be strong enough that this pilot program, which started 
in 2019, was officially greenlighted in October 2022 as a 
permanent service. The Valley Flyer is here to stay!

The trains run between New Haven and Springfield 
on the Hartford Line, then continue north to stops far-

ther up the Connecticut River that still have stations 
next to the tracks: Windsor Locks, Springfield, Holy-
oke, Northampton, and Greenfield. Amtrak runs some 
of the routes, and the Hartford Line uses their trains 
for others. The fares from Springfield to New Haven 
are $12.75 one way, but half that for seniors!

The way to buy tickets for the Flyer, and all of the 
trains, is by using their apps. Metro-North and NJ Transit 
both have easy-to-use apps that are kind of mandatory 

Taking commuter trains to New Jersey.

see TRAVELS page B4
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TV REVIEW 

That’s Amore! … In Season Two of  The White Lotus
By W. KAIZEN

AMHERST – Sheeee’s back, 
and so are the lotus eaters. After 
finding love at the end of the first 
season of HBO’s The White Lo-
tus, heiress Tanya McQuoid has 
booked yet another week-long lux-
ury jaunt at a different one of the 
show’s titular global resorts. This 
time McQuoid, played by Jennifer 
Coolidge, is staying in Taormina, 
Sicily with a new crew of rich gits. 
Skewering the bourgeoisie has rare-
ly been as much fun.

Tanya and her husband Greg 
(Jon Gries) are a troubled twosome, 
especially with the imposition of 
Tanya’s Gen Z personal assistant 
Portia (Haley Lu Richardson). Then 
there’s the tri-generational three-
some of grandfather Bert (F. Mur-
ray Abraham), father Dominic (Mi-
chael Imperioli), and son Albie Di-
Grasso (Adam DiMarco), who have 
arrived in the old world to search 
for long-lost relatives.

Lastly and most uneasily of 
all are the fraught foursome: the 
hot young couples Cameron and 
Daphne Sullivan (Theo James and 
Meghann Fahy) and Ethan and 

Harper Spiller (Will Sharpe and Au-
brey Plaza), who have decided to 
vacation together for the first time. 

This season begins with the 
same MacGuffin as the first: a 
dead body washes ashore, which 
the viewer quickly learns is one of 
the guests. Apparently other guests 
have died as well? Although it 
matters who died, there’s no way 
to figure out over the course of the 
season who it will be. 

Unlike in the previous season, 
director Mike White uses this im-
pending death in conjunction with 

light-handed horror tropes – mood-
ily ringing church bells, ominous 
shots of churning waves at night – 
to keep the tension high. The unruly 
twists and turns of the couples’ re-
lationships also keep things jumpy. 

The White Lotus’s theme this 
season is the battle of the sexes, 
which he neatly establishes. As the 
guests tour their rooms, a concierge 
explains that the “testa di moro” 
found throughout the hotel – life-
sized, hand-painted ceramic flow-
er vases of the head of a beautiful 
see WHITE LOTUS page B3

Jennifer Coolidge as Tanya McQuoid in the second season of  The White Lotus.
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The Hartford Line’s red carriages run 
between Springfield and New Haven.
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“Buttons”
Meet Buttons! This handsome 

guy was a stray in West Springfield, 
and when no one claimed him, he 
came to Dakin for some love! We 
don’t know anything about his his-
tory, but after settling in at Dakin, 
he’s been a real sweetie.

Buttons, much like his name im-
plies, is a real goofy dude. He has 
a big ol’ smile and a waggy tail to 
match. When he first meets people 
he is a little shy, but after a good 
sniff and a treat or two, he warms 

right up and turns into a young, 
playful pup.

Buttons has loved meeting other 
dogs here at the shelter who are his 
own size.

Interested in adopting? Ani-
mals at Dakin are currently avail-
able only in Springfield. Contact 
adoption staff at springfield@ 
dakinhumane.org and include your 
name and phone number. For more 
information, call (413) 781-4000 or 
visit www.dakinhumane.org. 

Pet of 
theWeek
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French King
Restaurant & Motel

breakfast and lunch 
Friday – 8 a.m to 2 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  – 7 a.m. to  2 p.m.
dinner

Friday & Saturday – 4:30 to 9:30 p.m.
call to confirm: (413) 423-3328

WENDELL
A foot care clinic is held the 

first Wednesday of each month. 
Call Katie Nolan at (978) 544-
2306 for information or appoint-
ments. Senior Health Rides are 
available. Contact Jonathan von 
Ranson (978) 544-3758.

LEVERETT
Chair Yoga classes are held on 

Zoom on Wednesdays. Foot care 
clinic is held monthly. For more 
information, contact the Leverett 
COA at (413) 548-1022 x 2, or 
coa@leverett.ma.us.

GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Mondays through 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Lunch available Tuesday through 
Thursday. For more information 
please call 863-9357.

Monday 1/9
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
12 p.m. Pot Luck
Tuesday 1/10
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Knitters
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
2 p.m. COA Meeting
3 p.m. Tai Chi
Wednesday 1/11
9 a.m. Foot Clinic by Appointment

4 p.m. Mat Yoga
Thursday 1/12
1 p.m. Cards & Games
Friday 1/13 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Aerobics

ERVING
Erving Senior Center is open 

8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. Open for cards, 
coffee, and snacks daily.

Brown Bag lunch is the first 
Thursday of each month. Veter-
ans’ Services are the first Wednes-
day of each month. Erving van 
services available: Must call 24 
hours in advance for a ride to 
any scheduled appointment. For 
more information, please call  
(413) 423-3649.

Monday 1/9
9 a.m. Interval
10:15 a.m. Seated Workout
Tuesday 1/10
9 a.m. Good For U
10 a.m. Line Dancing
Wednesday 1/11
9 a.m. Cardio Low Impact
10:15 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo
Thursday 1/12
9 a.m. Core & Balance
10 a.m. Barre Fusion
Friday 1/13
9 a.m. Quilting & Open Sew

Senior Center Activities
JANUARY 9 THROUGH 13

JANUARY LIBRARY LISTING
Montague Public Libraries
 Turners Falls: Carnegie (413) 863-3214
 Montague Center (413) 367-2852
 Millers Falls (413) 659-3801

Erving Public Library (413) 423-3348
Gill: Slate Library (413) 863-2591
Leverett Public Library (413) 548-9220
Northfield: Dickinson Library (413) 498-2455
Wendell Free Library (978) 544-3559

MONTAGUE

All month: Art Exhibit, bird 
paintings by Tracy Vernon. 
Through February 6. Mon-
tague Center.
Every Wednesday: Story 
Time. Join us for stories and 
songs. Montague Center,  
10 a.m.
Every Thursday: Playgroup. 
Guided and free play for 
preschoolers; older siblings 
welcome. Montague Center,  
10 a.m.
1st Saturday: Used Book 
Sale. Fiction, paperbacks, 
kids’ books, DVDs, CDs, au-
diobooks. Hundreds of recent 
donations. Carnegie, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
2nd Monday: Friends of MPL 
Meeting. All welcome. Email 
vgatvalley@gmail.com for 
more info. Carnegie, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 18: Au-
thor Series. David Detmold, 
“Scenic South Dakota,” from 
his 2017 bicycle journey to 
Standing Rock. Refreshments 
provided. Montague Center,  
6 p.m.
Saturday, January 21: Game 
Day. Board and card games 
for all ages. Montague Center, 
10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Week of January 23: Grab 
& Go Bags. SCIENCE: Pine 
cone science. CRAFT: Snowy 
day tissue paper art. Free kits 
at all branch locations while 
supplies last. 
Thursday, January 26: Book 
Club. Chimamanda Ngozi Adi-
chie, The Thing Around Your 
Neck. Montague Center, 7 to 
8 p.m.

ERVING

Sunday, January 8: Puzzle 
Swap. Bring a jigsaw puzzle to 
exchange, or we’ll give you one 
to get you started. 1 to 3 p.m.
3rd Sunday: Story & Play 
Group. For toddlers and their 
caregivers. 10 a.m. 
Sunday, January 15: Craft 
Day. Make a paper flower 
bouquet with Paulina Borrego. 
For teens and adults. Materi-
als provided, RSVP encour-
aged. 1 p.m. 
Sunday, January 22: Family 
Game Day. Try one of the li-
brary’s Nintendo Switch games 
with your family. 12 spots, 
RSVP required. 1 p.m.
Thursday, January 26: Book 
Challenge Coffee Hour. Join 
the library directory in the 2023 
challenge. See massbook.
org/readingchallenge for more 
info. 5:30 p.m.
Monday, January 30: Teen 
Movie Monday. Join the youth 

Weather, etc. sometimes 
causes changes in library 

events; you may want to call 
ahead to confirm events.

services librarian for crafts, 
snacks, and a movie. 3:30 p.m.
 

LEVERETT

All January: Story Walks. New 
story on the trail behind the li-
brary every Thursday. 
Every Wednesday: Playtime. 
Free play, socializing, stories. 
For children ages 0 to 5 and 
their caregivers. 10:30 a.m.
Every Wednesday: Board & 
Table Games. Drop-in gaming 
for all ages. 1 to 3 p.m. 
Every Monday and Wednes-
day: Online Qigong. Free, all 
welcome. See leverettlibrary.
org or email CommunityQi-
gong@gmail.com for more info. 
10:30 a.m.
Every Thursday: Play Mah-
jongg. All abilities welcome. 2 
to 4 p.m.
Every Saturday: Tai Chi. Free 
classes, all welcome. Space 
limited, masks required. Call 
Dennis for info at (413) 367-
9760. Intermediate to advanced 
10 a.m., beginners 11 a.m. 
Thursday, January 19: Intro-
duction to Mah-jongg. Curious 
about this classic board game? 
Join us to learn about the game 
and try your hand at it. RSVP 
required; email kolendajudi@
gmail.com. 1:45 p.m.
Tuesday, January 25: Baby 
and Me Playgroup. For kids 
ages 0 to 3 and their caregiv-
ers. More info: budine@erving.
com. 10:30 a.m.

NORTHFIELD

Every Tuesday: Drop-in Knit-
ting. Join fellow knitters and 
crocheters to chat and share 
projects. 6 to 8 p.m.
Every Wednesday: Stories 
and Playtime with Deb Wood, 

for ages 0 to 5. 10 a.m. 
Every Wednesday: Open 
Tech Hours. Pop in for help on 
anything library-related. Misha 
will help you figure out Libby, or 
sign up for Hoopla. If you have 
something not library-related, 
she will try her best! Bring your 
device. 1 to 3 p.m. 
1st Thursday: Spice Club 
pickup starts. Stop in for a 
sample and suggested reci-
pes while supplies last. Look 
for a new spice every month.
1st Saturday: Puzzle Swap. 
Dozens of new-to-you puzzles 
for kids and adults. For more 
info email friendsofdml01360@
gmail.com. 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
2nd Wednesday: Readings 
Group. January 11: Bring in 
one or two poems you’d like to 
share. 3 p.m.
3rd Tuesday: Friends of the 
Library. For more info email 
friendsofdml01360@gmail.
com. 5:30 p.m.
Friday, January 20: Under-
standing Alzheimer’s and De-
mentia: impacts, symptoms, 
progression, treatment, and 
the latest research. 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 26: Li-
brary Trivia Night. Four Star 
Farms Brewery, 6 p.m. 

WENDELL

Every Tuesday: Watercolor 
Art Group. 5 to 6 p.m.
Every Wednesday: Play-
group. Email budine@erving.
com for more info. 10 a.m.
Every Friday: LEGO club. 
Drop-in program for ages 5 
and up with adult. 4 p.m. 
Every Saturday: StoryCraft. 
Picture book read-aloud and 
connected craft. 10:30 a.m.
Every Saturday: AA Group. 7 
p.m. 
2nd and 4th Thursdays: Fi-
ber Arts / Mending Circle. 
Needles and thread available. 
6:30 p.m. 
4th Monday: Adult Book 
Group. Registration required. 
Zoom, 10 a.m.

62 episodes 
are now available!

Look for us on  
Apple/iTunes, Spotify, 

Stitcher, Anchor, 
Castbox, and elsewhere...

The Montague Reporter Podcast
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Washing Machine Cleaners; Roof  Bangers; Hit & Runner;
Cough Drop Heist; Sky Trampoline; Classic Blackmail;

Christmas Eve Stabbing; Stolen Gift; Husband In Garage
Monday, 12/19
3:29 p.m. Caller states that 
there is a hubcap in the 
middle of  the median strip 
near the yellow line as you 
pull out of  Food City to-
wards Seventh Street. Call-
er states it is upside down 
and if  someone hits it, they 
will get a flat tire. Item re-
moved from roadway.
7:49 p.m. Caller states that 
two males are trying to 
break into washing ma-
chines at the Third Street 
Laundry. Officers advise 
nobody is in the laundro-
mat and it is open at this 
time. No sign of  any dam-
age to machines. Officer 
spoke with owner, who will 
check security footage and 
let MPD know if  anything 
is missing or damaged.
7:52 p.m. Officers checking 
on suspicious auto at Rail-
road Salvage. Owner had 
stopped to make a call.
Tuesday, 12/20
12:26 a.m. Caller from Cen-
tral Street states he hears 
people walking/banging 
on his roof  and around the 
building, possibly breaking 
into surrounding houses. 
Denies anyone living above 
him. Officer advises no one 
in area.
1:53 p.m. 911 caller states 
that someone hit the rear 
of  his car while driving 
down Avenue A, then drove 
off. Caller states he is un-
injured. Officer requesting 
be-on-lookout be issued for 
a brown sedan with front-
end damage, broken pas-
senger side headlight.
2:15 p.m. Animal control 
officer made a follow-up 
visit to an N Street address. 
No answer at door; no 
changes made to fencing.
11:11 p.m. Caller states 
there was a dog in the mid-
dle of  Millers Falls Road 
when she came home; she 
was able to get it onto a 
leash but didn’t notice any 
tags. Caller meeting officer 
at shelter. Dog placed in 
shelter for night. Second 
caller states he has lost a 
dog matching this dog’s 
description. Caller grateful 
dog was taken care of; will 
go to shelter in morning to 
pick up his dog.
Wednesday, 12/21
1:23 p.m. Caller from G 
Street states that the per-
son who was going to buy 
a dirt bike from him took 
it for a test ride and never 
came back. Report taken.
5:03 p.m. Caller states she 
hit a deer on Turners Falls 
Road. Minor damage to car. 
Deer ran off. Not request-
ing help; just wants on file.
Thursday, 12/22
10:04 a.m. Elderly motorist 
locked keys in her car with 
her dog inside and the car 
running. Service rendered.
12:23 p.m. 911 caller states 
that he was sitting in his 
vehicle on Third Street 
when a black GMC side-
swiped his car. The other 
vehicle kept on going west 
on Third Street and went 

up the hill. Report taken.
1:52 p.m. School resource 
officer advising of  minor 
accident in Franklin Coun-
ty Technical School lot.
5:26 p.m. Caller from East 
Main Street states some-
one broke into her house; 
requesting officers imme-
diately; there is a ladder 
outside the house leading 
up to the window that was 
broken into. Investigated.
11:02 p.m. Caller from 
East Main Street states 
his Amazon package con-
taining cough drops was 
stolen off  his back porch. 
Will contact Amazon.
Friday, 12/23
6:25 a.m. First of  several 
reports of  trees and wires 
down around town.
8:06 a.m. Officer reports a 
trampoline in a tree hang-
ing over the road on Unity 
Street. DPW contacted. 
Hazard removed.
8:11 a.m. Report of  a 
truck parked near the old 
Railroad Salvage for over 
30 minutes. Male party 
moved along.
10:44 a.m. Owner reports 
that the Third Street 
Laundry was broken into 
again. Investigated.
8:55 p.m. 911 call report-
ing neighbor disturbance 
on Third Street. Party re-
moved to hospital.
Saturday, 12/24
3:22 a.m. Caller asking 
some questions about 
someone who has pictures 
of  him and is threatening 
to send them to his school 
and other people if  he 
doesn’t pay them money. 
Officer spoke with caller; 
advised to block people 
and deactivate his ac-
counts, and to come in and 
speak with a detective if  
anything else happens.
9:09 a.m. Control took a 
report of  icy conditions 
on North Leverett Road 
near the railroad overpass. 
Ice runoff  below the dry 
railroad bridge. Road and 
area of  runoff  have been 
treated. Not a hazard if  
the motoring public main-
tains speeds not greater 
than posted limits.
10 a.m. Caller reporting 
a large pothole on Unity 
Street about halfway up the 
hill before you reach Scot-
ty’s. Officer advises pothole 
is there but nothing to be 
concerned with; requests 
message be left for DPW.
12:39 p.m. Caller reporting 
a sewer manhole overflow-
ing on Lake Pleasant Road 
at the bottom of  the hill 
near the Scalpers Lodge. 
DPW will check on it.
6:53 p.m. 911 caller report-
ing car accident on White 
Bridge; was rear-ended. 
Denies need for ambulance. 
Requesting Greenfield PD 
as well. Citation issued.
7:52 p.m. Caller from K 
Street states it sounds like 
fireworks are being set off. 
Referred to an officer.
9:25 p.m. Report of  parties 
fighting in hallway on Av-

enue A. Officer requesting 
assistance from state police. 
State police en route.
9:28 p.m. 911 caller states 
three males are fighting 
in the parking lot behind 
a Fourth Street building. 
Two more callers state 
juveniles are banging on 
doors and fighting in the 
area. Another party called 
in requesting an ambu-
lance; someone has been 
stabbed. Officer requesting 
additional officers; Con-
trol contacted. State police 
sending two additional 
units, requesting anoth-
er due to unknown extent 
of  injury and number of  
people in fight. Officer re-
questing on-call detective. 
Be-on-lookout issued for 
possible getaway vehi-
cle. Springfield PD called 
stating they have party in 
custody. Officers en route to 
Springfield to pick up pris-
oner. A 28-year-old Turn-
ers Falls man was arrested 
and charged with assault 
and battery with a dan-
gerous weapon; disorderly 
conduct; and aggravated 
assault and battery, serious 
bodily injury.
Sunday, 12/25
9:56 a.m. Caller would 
like to speak to an officer 
about a laptop computer 
that was purchased for her 
daughter, but the daugh-
ter’s father took it for him-
self. Two callbacks with no 
answer; message left.
4:23 p.m. Caller states 
there is a big pothole near 
Park and Unity Streets 
that could cause a flat tire 
if  someone isn’t careful. 
Message left for DPW.
5:32 p.m. Caller called stat-
ing someone hit a deer on 
Turners Falls Road. Deer 
still in road. Car at scene 
does not seem to have dam-
age. Second caller called in 
reporting he stopped and 
is going to shoot the deer 
with his bow. Advised him 
to hold off  as officer is 
en route. Deer moved off  
roadway. Bystander stay-
ing with deer to monitor. 
No damage done to car.
6:51 p.m. 911 misdial from 
new Apple Watch. 
Monday, 12/26
8:07 a.m. Caller states that 
there is a bunch of  trash 
near the corner of  Green 
Pond and Lake Pleasant 
Roads, including some mail 
with a name on it. Contact 
made with resident, who 
was advised to clean up the 
trash in a timely manner.
1:16 p.m. Caller reporting 
another break-in at Third 
Street Laundry and a con-
frontation with a female 
who may be involved. Call-
er at station for interview.
Tuesday, 12/27
12:26 p.m. Business owner 
reporting another break-
in at Third Street Laundry 
around 4:30 this morning. 
Detective meeting caller 
at the laundromat.
Wednesday, 12/28
8:42 a.m. Caller requesting 

an officer to the Montague 
Machine parking lot, where 
someone has set up camp 
with a generator running; 
requesting they be moved 
along. Party had appoint-
ment with UHaul company.
6:55 p.m. Control called in 
requesting an officer to as-
sist the fire department for 
a smoke call they received 
from Eighth Street. Officer 
advises smoke coming from 
stove in garage. Fire also 
on scene. Miranda rights 
given. Officer bringing par-
ty in for interview. Officer 
advises stolen dirt bikes are 
secured in the sally port.
7:14 p.m. Caller request-
ing FD for chimney fire on 
Federal Street; thinks it is 
out, but wants to confirm.
Thursday, 12/29
5:46 a.m. Driver reports 
smelling propane in the 
area of  Randall and Turn-
ers Falls Roads. Shelburne 
Control advised.
8:33 a.m. Party from 
Fifth Street reports ongo-
ing harassment from his 
neighbor, who reportedly 
entered the caller’s house 
and refused to leave. The 
other involved male called 
reporting his neighbor 
was yelling at him as he 
took out his trash. Both 
parties advised of  options.
11:14 a.m. Caller from 
Montague City Road re-
ports ongoing issue with 
neighbor’s dog defecating 
on her lawn. ACO advised.
3:32 p.m. Caller called in 
stating someone is riding a 
minibike around her house 
near Montague and High 
streets and it’s too loud; 
would like officer to make 
them stop. No one in area 
matching description.
4:10 p.m. Caller states 
her husband left her son’s 
house in eastern Mas-
sachusetts this morning 
around 9:30 and has not ar-
rived home. Has dementia 
and memory issues and his 
phone is not working. Call-
er called back stating hus-
band came home. He states 
he was tired and fell asleep 
in the garage. Declining 
medical services. Caller 
does not feel he needs to be 
evaluated.
4:29 p.m. Caller states she 
was driving through tree 
construction today on 
Turners Falls Road; an 
MPD officer waved her 
through, and a cone hit her 
car and put a hole in her 
front driver’s side fender. 
Wants on record. Detail 
officer on duty states no 
cone hit a car today.
4:48 p.m. A 27-year-old 
Turners Falls man was 
arrested on a straight 
warrant.
6:07 p.m. Caller reporting 
fight outside on Morris 
Avenue; multiple people 
involved. Officer advises 
verbal argument about re-
spect for your elders. Both 
parties admitted to fight-
ing, and declined medical 

young woman and a swarthy old-
er man – harks back to the days 
of Moorish rule. A Moor fell for a 
local woman, who reciprocated his 
love only to discover that he had a 
wife and child back home. When 
he told her that he was returning to 
his family, she severed his head and 
planted it with basil, putting it on 
her balcony for all to see. 

The results of such amorous de-
ception are only slightly less grue-
some at the White Lotus. Tanya and 
Greg’s relationship is in danger, and 
so, as their messy name implies, is 
that of the Spillers. Dominic is on 
the verge of divorce. The only seem-
ingly happy pair are the kissy-faced, 
lovey-dovey Sullivans, but all’s not 
well for them either. 

Coolidge is just as fabulous-
ly ungainly as in Season One. Her 
upscale, resort-chic outfits quickly 
attract the attention a local crew of 
“the gays,” as she calls them, who 
adopt her when her husband returns 
to the US on “business” that view-
ers are led to suspect is an affair. 

Other acting standouts are Pla-
za, playing against type as a pinch-
faced, high-strung lawyer, and 
Richardson, whose character’s bad 
decision-making and thrift store 
outfits would embarrass even a 
Smith student. 

The real standouts this season 
are played by the Italian actresses 
Beatrice Grannò and Simona Tabas-
co. Grannò and Tabasco play locals 
Mia and Lucia, a couple of femme 
fatales who ping-pong between the 
guests and the hotel’s staff. 

Lucia is an escort who has come 
to the White Lotus to spend eve-
nings with Dominic, although she 
ends up in the arms of others whose 
names I won’t reveal. Mia, who 
begins as Lucia’s less experienced 
understudy, quickly finds a way to 

achieve her own goal of becoming a 
professional singer. In their indefati-
gable friendship, they have the most 
loving and most functional rela-
tionship of all the couples. Like the 
Moor’s paramour, Mia and Lucia 
epitomize the kind of Sicilian wom-
en who shouldn’t be trifled with. 

The DiGrasso men’s search for 
their relatives ends with a hilarious 
confrontation with a posse of equal-
ly unruly Sicilian women. It’s one 
of the few times that the season’s 
focus on love doesn’t blunt the 
rougher social commentary found 
in Season One. 

There’s a little too much cher-
chez la femme at work throughout 
the season. “In Italian opera,” the 
increasingly sinister leader of “the 
gays” says after watching a perfor-
mance of Madama Butterfly, “the 
women are supposed to cry and 
die.” Nevertheless, White draws 
largely complex portraits of the 
women in Season Two. 

He’s less sympathetic to the men. 
The older DiGrassos, with their 
troubled marriages, are negative 
role models for the younger men 
headed in the same direction, and 
the youngest DiGrasso is just clue-
less. And although funny, White’s 
cliched portrait of gay men is even 
less generous, which is odd since he 
is himself gay.

The comedy in Season Two is 
as dark as Season One, and as fun-
ny. The look of the new season has 
gone up a notch relative to both the 
way it was shot and the costuming. 
The White Lotus has been renewed 
for a third season. While the first 
season’s theme was class dispari-
ty and this season’s is amore, the  
next season will apparently be 
about spirituality. It’s easy to imag-
ine the delectably dark 
roads that White might 
take in this direction. 

WHITE LOTUS from page B1

see MPD next page

By REBECCA TIPPENS

COLRAIN – EO is one of the 
more beautiful and touching films 
of the year. Written and directed 
by the 84-year-old Polish director 
Jerzy Skolimowski, a New York 
Times reviewer rated it their top 
film of 2022. Before creating EO 
Skolimowski won multiple Life-
time Achievement awards, and the 
film has brought him further nomi-
nations and accolades. I am anoth-
er giving it deep praise. It is a true 
work of art.

This is the story of a donkey 
named EO and his search to reunite 
with the one caretaker who deeply 
loved him and from whom, in an act 
of self-righteous governmental hu-
bris, he was separated. The film ulti-
mately paints a portrait of the world 
from an animal’s point of view; our 
consciousness is expanded to em-
brace that of the donkey’s. 

People who are animal commu-
nicators share images to “speak” 
with non-humans. This film brings 
us into that power of understand-
ing by imagistically sharing EO’s 
perceptions of the world. Travel-
ing through forests, along streams, 
across meadows, witnessing other 
four-leggeds alive and dead, we see 
the world as he sees it. The cinema-
tography is gorgeous and comple-
mented by a lovely score. 

EO encounters two-leggeds 
along his journey with their own 

FILM REVIEW

EO (Jerzy Skolimowski, 2022)

varied agendas for him, but the 
flashed image that he carries of his 
beloved handler propels him to es-
cape and continue on. Remarkably, 
the story feels real; not like a chil-
dren’s story or one orchestrated to 
tug on your heart, though its mov-
ing effect on us lingers.

There are beautiful close-ups of 
EO’s eyes, creating a longing to 
hold and stroke him yourself. With-
out being propagandistic, this film 
will bring you closer to the bur-
geoning movement for legal rights 
for animals, and cause you to ask 
whether you may want to eschew 
the eating of meat. It is very tender, 
beautiful, and sad, and locally play-
ing at the Amherst Cinema at least 
through the 12th of January.
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attention. Neither opt-
ed to pursue charges. 
Separated for evening.
9:44 p.m. Caller from 
Park Street states she 
went outside her house 
and it smells like light-
er fluid. Control con-
tacted. TFFD advises 
they were unable to 
find cause of  smell; 
however, it is potent, 
and they are request-
ing officers periodically 
check the area to see if  
there are any homeless 
or suspicious people.
Friday, 12/30
3:29 p.m. 911 call-
er states a female is 
threatening to harm/
kill him. Could hear 
female yelling in back-
ground when line went 
dead. Situation medi-
ated; parties separated. 
Advised of  options.
5:08 p.m. Caller states 
a large white dog gets 
tied outside everyday 
near Fourth and L 

Streets and barks all 
day. Copy left for ACO.
6:42 p.m. Took report 
of  hit-and-run acci-
dent at Food City. 
Saturday, 12/31
4:28 a.m. Party into 
station to state that 
he got a phone noti-
fication that he was 
being tracked with an 
AirTag. Caller states 
he tried to check his 
car and didn’t notice 
anything, but will look 
more closely in the 
morning. Wanted on 
record in case anything 
happens to his vehicle.
8:49 a.m. 911 caller re-
porting two loud gun-
shots from the woods 
along the bike path in 
the Depot Street area. 
Checked perimeter, did 
not hear gunshots. A 
large group of  hunters 
in orange gathered at a 
residence. Black pow-
der hunting is permit-
ted at this time.
9:56 p.m. Caller from 

Federal Street states 
her neighbor just came 
running, saying there 
was gunfire in the field 
across the road. Re-
ferred to an officer.
Sunday, 1/1/23
12:04 p.m. Caller con-
cerned about a suspi-
cious male and female 
walking around the 
Third Street alleyway 
looking into cars. Un-
able to locate.
2:44 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls Road 
concerned the neigh-
bors are shooting some 
type of  guns towards 
their property. Advised 
to speak with neighbor. 
6:23 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls Road 
states that a car just 
went by and paint-
balled his house. Call-
er called back stating 
vehicle went by again 
and paintballs hit his 
roommate’s truck. 
Referred to  
an officer.

MPD from prev page TRAVELS  from page B1

Springfield Union Station has food and coffee, and serves both bus and train passengers.

HARTSHORNE PHOTOS

aboard these trains. 

Holiday Train Travel
My trip in November was the 

Wednesday before Thanksgiving, 
which gave me an even better rea-
son to avoid the packed interstate 
and bridges between New York and 
New Jersey. My destination, Prince-
ton Junction, is well served by New 
Jersey Transit double decker com-
muter trains, which run every 13 
minutes from the Junction to Penn 
Station and back.

One of the things I learned on 
my inaugural commuter train trip 
was that it’s important to take the 
commuter line, Metro-North, when 
you arrive on the red Hartford Line 
trains at New Haven Union Station. 
You might have been advised on 
Google maps to take the 1:38 p.m. 
Amtrak train, called the Northeast 
Regional, but do not take it! The 
cost is $149 one way, versus less 
than $20 for the commuter train. 

The only rub is that you might 
need to walk about 10 blocks be-
tween Grand Central, where Met-
ro-North trains go, and Penn Sta-
tion, where New Jersey Transit 
trains depart from if you want to go 
farther than New York City. 

In early 2023, the city’s 11-years-
in-the-works East Side Access proj-
ect will finally be completed. This 
is a second giant train station called 
Grand Central Madison that is being 
built below Grand Central Station, 
which will offer trains that travel 
to Penn Station to connect with the 
LIRR and NJ Transit. 

But it’s a pleasant enough walk 
on the streets of the Big Apple, if 
you decide to go that route. I think 
when I go back down to NJ in 2023 
I’ll try and take that East Side Ac-
cess train so that I can take a peek 
at the huge new station, which will 
just have been opened.

From Home
Here are a few of the things I 

learned. If you stand on the right 
side of Sugarloaf Street, with traf-
fic, you can catch a PVTA bus for 
$1.50 from Deerfield or Greenfield 
that goes to the Academy of Mu-
sic in Northampton, and then on to 
Springfield Union Station. 

Doing this eliminates having to 
park, which is costly and can cause 
problems. Parking is $50 for five 
to seven days at the official lot at-

The spacious and comfortable New Haven station. 

tached to Union Station (navigate 
to 1755 Main Street in Springfield). 
If you drive another 19 minutes, 
though, you can park for free at the 
Windsor Locks railroad station on 
the Hartford Line. 

Parking at the Olive Street park-
ing lot near the Amtrak station in 
Greenfield is $10 per day, with a 
weekly maximum of $60.

Train fares are cheaper off peak, 
especially if you’re a senior, so be 
sure to buy the right tickets. The 
easiest way is to download the ap-
propriate app for each train and 
buy the tickets on your phone, then 
show the conductor the QR code. I 
always take a photo of the code in 
case I can’t open the program. You 
may also buy them online and print 
them out, or buy them in person at 
ticket kiosks in larger train stations. 

Trains, Planes, and Track Repair
If you have ever wondered if 

there is a better way to get from 

your home in Franklin County to 
catch a flight at Bradley Airport, 
there is now a bus that can take you 
from the new Hartford Line train 
station in Windsor Locks to BDL. 

To get to the airport, just use Goo-
gle Maps to show you the Valley Fly-
er/Hartford Line train route that goes 
to Windsor Locks. Then take the 
CTtransit Route 24 bus that will be 
waiting at the train – a 13-minute bus 
ride to the airport for $1.75. This bus 
service has actually been made free 
through March 2023!

There is more rail travel across 
the state in the Valley’s future. The 
new governor, Maura Healy, has 
signaled her interest in continuing 
the track repair and other steps to 
develop more reliable and timely 
west-east rail service. The cost of 
the track improvements, $109 mil-
lion, has been approved by the feds.

The route would go from Albany, 
New York to Pittsfield to Springfield, 
and connect to the existing station in 
Worcester for a truly convenient and 
reliable way to get to Boston from 
Springfield without a car. Stay tuned 
here for more information!

Local travel editor Max  
Hartshorne writes about traveling 
around our region, and a little be-
yond. Max is the editor of GoNO-
MAD Travel, a website published 
since 2000 in South Deer-
field. Find him online at 
www.gonomad.com.

HELPFUL WEBSITES 
Airport bus service: 

trainsinthevalley.org/how-to-get-to-bradley-airport-on-public-transit
Download the Amtrak Mobile app: 

www.amtrak.com/planning-booking/tickets-reservations/mobile.html
Other Amtrak ticket options: 

www.amtrak.com/purchase-train-tickets
Trains in the Valley – and East-West service plans: 
trainsinthevalley.org/east-west-rail-in-massachusetts

FROM A TEEN’S POINT OF VIEW 

Our Mars Rovers
By FINTAN ANDREW JONES

MONTAGUE – Did you watch 
the Perseverance rover launch 
two years ago? In 2020 an Atlas 
V rocket launched along with the 
Perseverance Rover. This marked 
NASA’s fifth and largest rover to 
land on Mars. 

The previous rovers, which 
are still up there, were called So-
journer, Spirit, Opportunity, and 
Curiosity. You may be wondering 
who named these rovers. Well ac-
tually, over 28,000 K-12 students 
all across the US chose the names.  
I will talk about the history of NA-
SA’s Mars rover projects and future 
missions they are planning.

The first Mars rover was named 
Sojourner after the civil rights ac-
tivist Sojourner Truth. Sojourner’s 
launch time was 1:59 a.m. on De-
cember 4, 1996. Sojourner landed 
10.5 months later on the Martian 
planet. The initial mission length 
was seven days, but overall the 
rover had a life of 83 sols (or 85 
Earth days). Sojourner spent its 
83 sols taking pictures, measure-
ments, and samples. 

Since NASA’s technology was 
not as good as it is today, a land-
er was sent along with Sojourner 
to communicate to Earth, analyze 
samples, and other things. If you 
don’t know what a lander is, it is 
basically a module that is like a rov-
er but is stationary. Did you know 
the Sojourner rover only weighed 
23 pounds? That is the weight of 
3,000 tea bags. (Sorry for the very 
weird analogy.) NASA officially 
declared the rover to have stopped 
moving on October 7, 1997.

The next couple rovers are 
Spirit and Opportunity. Spirit was 
launched June 10, 2003, and just 
27 days later NASA launched Op-
portunity on July 7, 2003. Both of 
these rovers are similar, and some 
of what I talk about here will apply 
to both of them. 

While Sojourner’s mission was 
just to get to Mars and take basic 
observations, Spirit and Opportuni-
ty were to try and find signs of past 
water. This could indicate life forms 

could have lived on Mars. 
I think it is worth mentioning that 

rovers can really only go 0.1 mph 
at their fastest. When you see vid-
eos or even movies of them cruis-
ing along the dunes of Mars, that is 
way too fast. Both of these rovers 
weighed 347 pounds, or around 280 
basketballs (another weird analo-
gy). Spirit stopped working in 2010, 
after a 2,208-sol mission, or 2,269 
Earth days. And Opportunity lasted 
14 years and 46 days – the longest 
running rover!

Finally, the most advanced and 
cool rover yet in my opinion, Curios-
ity! The most unique part about Cu-
riosity is that it is the size of a Mini 
Cooper and every inch of the rover is 
jam-packed with scientific tools. 

While such a huge design may 
sound awesome – and it still is – 
there are some more risks NASA 
must be willing to take. One is 
that the landing will require a lot 
of precision and power. Precision, 
because when a $2.5 billion (with a 
B) rover is zooming at 13,000 mph 
to the Martian surface, one slip-up 
could cost NASA. 

Power must come into play some-
where, too, because after the heat 
shield has broken away, a huge, 
powerful, drone-like machine would 
lower this 2,000-pound beast to 
the ground at 17 times the speed of 
sound. This mission would be unsuc-
cessful without those two elements. 

Now for some of the next-level 
instruments packed into this rover. 
To start off, Curiosity has 17 cam-
eras, which all serve different pur-
poses. Another tool is the sample 
analyzer, which analyzes the com-
position of a substance, puts it in a 
tube, and waits for when humans 
visit Mars to pick the substances up. 

And the final instrument I will 
be talking about: This one is called 
the Radiation Assessment Detector 
(RAD), which assesses the amount 
and types of radiation on Mars, to 
give humans a better understanding 
of what life will be like on Mars.

To wrap up this column with 
something a little unrelated to Mars, 
I will be talking about some of NA-
SA’s future missions. There are two 

main ones that I have found in my 
research. These would be bringing 
Mars and Moon samples back to 
Earth, and the Artemis missions. 

Samples have been left in test 
tubes all over the Mars and Moon 
surface. Stage one of this operation 
consists of helicopter-like robots 
picking the samples up and bring-
ing themselves and the samples 
into orbit around the planet. Then 
we will have another spaceship of 
some sort pick the helicopter-ro-
bots and the samples up, to bring 
them back to Earth. This should all 

be done by the 2030s, but there are 
no guarantees. 

The other ongoing mission is the 
Artemis missions. The goal is to set 
up a Moon base, where people can 
sleep, study, and basically live on the 
Moon! This is crazy – I am not sure 
about you, but I have been dreaming 
of this my entire life. There will also 
be a space taxi from the outskirts of 
the Moon to the ground. The Artemis 
missions aim for completion by the 
end of the decade, according to an 
article in the New York Times (De-
cember 11, 2022, “Artemis II, III, 

and Beyond”). 
It was so awesome writing this 

column because I got to learn so 
much stuff that I never knew before. 

I would like to wish everybody a 
Happy New Year. My next column 
of 2023 will be about Writing. Yes, 
I will be writing a column about 
Writing. My friends at school and 
I had an idea about trying to write 
a book. I will be talking about the 
process, and possible ideas I have 
for my book. 

All right, I hope you enjoyed 
learning about rovers!
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By CASEY WAIT

TURNERS FALLS – Dear read-
ers, Happy New Year! 

Like so many of us, I’ve spent the 
last few weeks thinking back on 2022 
and what it has meant in the greater 
context of my life. This year was one 
of the best and also hardest I’ve yet 
experienced. Turning 30, receiving 
several new diagnoses, trying out 
so many medications, having my 
first major surgery, beginning this 
column (!), and shifting into non-
monogamy – all within the context 
of yet another year of the COVID-19 
pandemic, including my second in-
fection with the virus – was, to put it 
lightly, a lot. 

One of the concepts I have been 
working with, as a way to think 
through all these changes and what 
got me through it, is that of “proprio-
ception.” As an autistic person with 
Hypermobile Ehlers-Danlos Syn-
drome, I lack perception of where 
my body is in space. 

I often hyperextend my joints be-
cause I can’t tell I’ve gone past my 
safe range of motion. When asked 
to stand up straight, I lean slightly 
to one side without realizing it. I’ve 
always had difficulty regulating my 
breath when I sing because my body 
struggles to coordinate the move-
ment of my diaphragm, lungs, inter-
costal muscles, and ribs. 

One way I’ve been taught to com-
pensate for this lack of propriocep-
tion is to add extra sensory input to 
my body by wearing compression 
garments. If I notice myself gripping 
my pencil too tightly when I’m writ-
ing, I’ll put on a compression glove; 
it gives me greater awareness of how 
my hand grips the writing utensil, 

and how much force I actually need 
to use to write. 

In order to sense my body in the 
world, I need to feel the world press-
ing up against my skin. In a very real 
way, I need to feel the outside world 
in order to feel my inside world. This 
is true for all of us – I just need a lit-
tle extra input!

I’m not sure if this is because I’m 
autistic or if this is something oth-
er people feel too, but I’ve noticed 
I have a similar need socially. I’ve 
always come to know myself best 
through being with others. I feel 
the contours of who I am, both my 
limitations and my expansiveness, 
through feeling the contours of an-
other. In the presence of my queer, 
crip, and neurodivergent friends, this 
year I have become more grounded 
in myself than I’ve been since I was 
very little. 

Time and again, when things felt 
completely overwhelming, turning 
to my friends helped return me to 
myself. It’s not that I can’t be alone 
or that solitude isn’t rewarding. It’s 
just that after years of homebound 
isolation, both because of my illness-
es and because of the pandemic, I’ve 
learned plenty about being alone. 
2022 was a year of transitioning into 
a much more communal phase than 
any I’ve had in recent memory. 

This is not to say “The pandemic 
is over! Let’s party!” Things are still 
pretty dire when it comes to the on-
going COVID-19 crisis. But through 
the ingenuity of queer and disabled 
communities with many years ex-
perience of disease mitigation, con-
tact tracing, and harm reduction, my 
friends and I have found ways to 
keep each other as safe as we can, 
given the state abandonment we’ve 

all been forced to deal with. 
We test as regularly as we can, 

keep abreast of local outbreaks, 
mask when outside of our bubbles, 
get all our booster shots, and contact 
each other when any of us has had 
a COVID-19 exposure. Many of us 
have become mask and air quality 
nerds, consulting each other on the 
best masks – I’m partial to 3M’s 
Vflex model – and building DIY air 
filters for our mutual aid spaces and 
apartments. (Google “Corsi-Rosen-
thal Box” for instructions.)

This commitment to keeping each 
other safe and refusing to leave the 
most vulnerable among us behind 
has meant I was able to make new 
friends, reconnect with old ones, and 
even date! With each connection, I 
discovered a new part of myself that 
had been lying in wait for the right 
person to call it forth. 

This is the magic of that nebulous 
thing called “community,” especial-
ly for those of us with marginalized 
identities, and this is why queer com-
munity, crip community, and neuro-
divergent communities have been so 
critical for me. Sometimes it takes 
knowing a beautiful weirdo to rec-
ognize you, yourself, are a beautiful 
weirdo too! 

I hope that 2022 treated you kind-
ly, dear readers, and that 2023 will 
bring even greater kindness with it. 
If you are interested in collaborat-
ing on how we can get through yet 
another “COVID Winter” together, 
keep an eye out for my next column, 
and for a workshop I’ll be facilitat-
ing on the subject in February. 

We keep each other safe! Be good 
to each other. 

With love and rage,
Your Sick Friend 

to teach English at a Franco-Ber-
ber high school in the Middle Atlas 
Mountains. The official name of the 
school is the Lycée Tarik Ibn Ziyad, 
named for the same Berber general 
who gave his name to Gibraltar.

According to Chris’s timeline of 
meeting the literary luminaries out-
lined in his new book, he was still 
in university in the 1970s, reading, 
writing, and hobnobbing with the 
Beat poets and his teacher at UC 
Santa Barbara, Kenneth Rexroth. 
He was destined to travel himself to 
Tangier within a decade or so to be-
gin his meetings with Paul Bowles. 

Just as we had continually missed 
each other over the years in Paris, 
each frequenting the same streets 
and cafés in the City Of Light, we 
never noted or caught a glimpse of 
one another, as fate would have it. 
Paris is a big city.

We came close.
In the meantime, I was just a 

simple classroom teacher, spending 
a two-year immersion in the Middle 
Atlas Mountains town of Azrou, a 
predominantly Berber village. I was 
the only American within a hundred 
miles, something of an oddity, but 
with fluent French and a solid con-
versational proficiency in Moroccan 
Arabic, I survived and thrived.

I learned to cook kifta and tag-
ines for myself, haggle as culturally 
expected in the market place, and 
argue with French leftist intellectu-
als, most of whom were serving two 
years in this former French protec-
torate as teachers in lieu of serving 
their mandatory military service.

In my village, I was teaching 
school and living on barely the 
equivalent of $5 a day, learning 
how to keep my dirt roof from leak-
ing by getting up there with a flail 
and thwacking hard on the mud and 
grass surface, fasting from sunrise 
to sunset during Ramadan, and read-
ing every volume and novel from 
the book locker the US government 
provided. That was the extent of my 
literary pursuits. Chris, of course, 
was getting into the more rarefied air 
and social circles of multiple literary 
giants, in person.

When I finished my teaching 
contract, I landed a job in Tangier 
and began getting a real govern-
ment salary. By 1971 I was as-
signed by the Peace Corps to Tang-
ier, to help rehabilitate and adapt 
the former Légation américaine 
and transform it into a training cen-
ter for volunteers. Located deep in 
the Kasbah, this multi-story build-
ing was set so high up on the upper 
reaches of the fortified city that we 
could see Spain across the Straits 
of Gibraltar.

Way back in the 1790s, the sultan 
of Tangier had given this building 
to the fledgling young American re-
public. In fact, Morocco and the US 
have been staunch allies ever since. 
An early version of an embassy, the 
Légation has remained US property, 
but it fell into disuse after a more 
modern consulate building was 
built just outside the Kasbah in the 
more modern version of the city. 

Someone in DC had the idea 
to convert the property into a PC 
training center, and there I was, in 
charge of helping get the old build-
ing ready for the first in-country 
trainees. A fascinating labyrinth 
of rooms, secret chambers, double 
mirrors, escape hatches and safe 
rooms, large ballrooms and offices 
– a month’s supply of water beneath 
the building, in case of siege – we 
were thrilled with the set-up. Deal-
ing with my leaky dirt roof dwelling 

in the mountains was far behind me.
In those halcyon days I had the 

run of the country, from cityscape 
medina to back-land bled. My 
novice trainees, my future wife 
Monique, and I drove the northern 
regions of Morocco in a US gov-
ernment jeep. We crossed from the 
Atlantic shore just west of Tangier 
to the east and the Mediterranean 
shore, botanizing, bird-watching, 
and visiting abandoned Roman cit-
adels and temples along the coast, 
estuaries and foothills of the Rif 
Mountains.

Life has a way of handing you 
the dream and then snatching it 
away. You must recall that during 
the early 1970s there was a raging 
war in Viet Nam. Protests were hap-
pening all over the US, Chris was 
in the middle of the movements in 
California, and I was about to be 
caught up in the whirlpool vortex 
of that war. Many of my friends and 
classmates were already drawn into 
it, and some of them had already 
died there. Uncle Sam wanted me 
to join them, to head home for basic 
training at Fort Dix.

We said good-bye to the life in the 
Kasbah and headed back.

What happened to me next is a 
story for another time.

A year later, in 1972, I briefly 
returned to Morocco and its capital 
city of Rabat to direct another Peace 
Corps training program. That sum-
mer I managed to find myself in the 
middle of a coup d’état in that city, 
just as our son was to be born back 
in Paris. The coup failed, heads lit-
erally rolled, and I caught the first 
plane out of the country to Paris. 

After wrapping up my summer 
contract I left Tangier and never 
made it back to the Kasbah.

Over ten years later, in 1985, as 
Chris made his way to Tangier to 
look up Bowles, I had already been 
settled into my rural life here along 
the west-flowing river. Both of us 
had continuously missed each other 
during our lengthy sojourns in Paris. 
Indeed, we had both lived extensive-
ly in Paris and Tangier, in some cases 
at the same time as one another.

As Chris has said, given the over-
lapping circles of our lives, we more 
than likely frequented the same cafés 
and possibly sat at the same tables, 
but we didn’t encounter one another 
until fate had our paths cross, off the 
beaten path, in this small town by the 
river where we both now live within 
a mile or two of one another.

Indeed, that article about Re-
membrances of Luminaries Past 
in the Reporter sent me spiraling 
down the past years of memo-
ries, and afforded me a chance to 
indulge in some time-travel. En-
sconced near the fire in my over-
stuffed arm chair, I was delivered 
by Chris’s newest book from this 
dreary non-winter January.

In his chapter on Irish poet Sea-
mus Heaney, Chris mentioned 
sharing a bottle of Jameson’s Irish 
whiskey with the poet at one point 
in Portugal. According to Chris, that 
bottle was likely the only one around 
for miles, produced from under the 
counter of the only bar in town, 
dust-coated, and likely waiting for 
Chris, Patricia, and Seamus  to ap-
pear on that given day.

The Irish whiskey reference got 
my wheels turning again, and to be 
sure, Chris and I will soon get to-
gether over a glass or two of the hard 
stuff, and we’ll sort out the last 40 
years or so, untangling how our life 
trajectories looped about, 
nearly crossing so long ago, 
and in such far-off places.

WEST ALONG  from page B1
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Nik Perry of  Sadie’s Bikes
By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – I have been to a pop-up market 
event at the Pushkin Gallery in Greenfield a couple of 
times as part of Jingle Fest, a festival for the holidays in 
Greenfield that is similar to Turners Falls’s It’s A Wonder-
ful Night. I always see some kind of art at it, and I look 
for some nice ones to do a profile on. Some of the art I’ve 
found there has been very cool. One artist did these metal 
sculptures, and another made very realistic pictures of 
Muppet characters.

This year I found Nik Perry there selling amplifi-
ers and nightlights that I thought were very cool. This 
man owns Sadie’s Bikes in Turners Falls and has been 
working there for three years. His art consists of these 
handmade nightlights and what he calls “cigar box 
amplifiers.”

“I have only done the Pushkin Gallery’s pop-up mar-
ket for the holidays once,” Nik said.

The handmade night lights take him “about an hour to 
make,” he told me, and when it comes to the cigar box 
amplifiers, which you can plug in and use like speak-
ers, “they take me about three hours to make.” He started 
making both about seven years ago.

As for what each of these items is made of, the cigar 
box amplifiers are made out of cigar boxes and electric 
components, and the nightlights are made out of old elec-
trical insulators. Most of the time he buys the electric 
components brand new, or they are found out of the gar-
bage or on eBay. 

The pieces of art he makes with them are rather quite 
ingenious-looking. The boxes look like they are almost 

truly professionally-made amplifiers. I would say the 
same thing about the nightlights too. His art is very nice 
to look like at, like art is supposed to be. 

Nik told me he is open to doing other events like the 
Pop-Up Market. “I used to sell them out of a store called 
Loot in Turners Falls,” he said. Now he sells them at the 
bike shop he owns. He told me he sold five of the cigar 
boxes at the market. 

“They do okay,” were his words when I asked him 
how well they sell.

Nik said that people’s reaction to his art has been that 
“they are really cool and interesting.” I agree with that – 
it’s what drew me to them. The nightlights are probably 
seen as cool because he uses six different colors of lights 
in them.

Mr. Perry pops up to hawk his upcycled wares.

SU
B

M
IT

TE
D

 P
H

O
TO

WAIT ILLUSTRATION



By SPENCER SHORKEY 

MILLERS FALLS – A sin-
gle lightning strike can discharge 
around a million watt-hours 
(MWh) of electrical energy in a 
fraction of a second, enough to ful-
ly charge an electric vehicle a doz-
en times or power an average US 
household for a month.

In the late 1740s, American sci-
entist Ben Franklin was interested in 
figuring out what this lightning stuff 
was all about. Franklin famous-
ly flew kites into stormy weather, 
collecting small amounts of charge 
using glass jars as capacitors, and 
investigated the behavior of “elec-
trical matter” captured by the jars. 
He was the first to use terminology 
such as minus, plus, charge, bat-
tery, and conductor in describing 
the phenomena he observed. In the 
decades that followed, mathemati-
cal equations for electromagnetism 
were formulated.

In 1800, Italian scientist Ales-
sandro Volta developed the “volta-
ic pile,” a stack of copper and zinc 
plates with separators and saltwater 
electrolyte. Though supplying a sta-
ble flow of electrical charge (cur-
rent) and energy potential (voltage, 
named after Volta), the chemical 
reaction of this battery irreversibly 
corroded its components.

The first reversible battery chem-
istry was discovered in 1859 by 
French scientist Gaston Planté. This 
was the lead-acid chemistry, one 
which should sound familiar as it 
is still in use today. During battery 
discharge, electrons exit the battery 
from the anode and into the circuit 
as the lead (Pb) anode reacts with 
the sulfuric acid (H2SO4) electro-
lyte, forming lead sulfate (PbSO4). 
At the same time, electrons complete 
the circuit by entering the lead ox-
ide (PbO2) cathode, where a slightly 
more complicated reaction occurs 
which also ends up forming PbSO4 at 
the cathode. The battery is recharged 
by simply pushing the electrons in 
the reverse direction, reversing all 
chemical reactions.

By the late 1800s electricity was 
being deployed in electrical grids 
and used to run devices and machin-
ery. Though lead acid batteries have 
been tremendously useful since their 
invention, fossil fuels were chosen 
to power heavy machinery and elec-
trical grids. While a 20% efficient 
engine can recover over 2,000 Wh 
of energy per kilogram (kg) of gas-
oline, heavy lead acid batteries can 
store and release only 30 Wh/kg.

While lead is one of the heavier 
elements known, lithium is one of 
the lightest. Viable lithium batteries 
were first developed in the 1980s 
and commercialized in the 1990s, 
and have been continually improved 
upon since. John B. Goodenough, 

M. Stanley Whittingham, and Akira 
Yoshino were awarded the chemis-
try Nobel in 2019 for their pioneer-
ing work on these batteries. Electric 
vehicle manufacturer Tesla’s new 
4680 cells have an energy density 
of nearly 300 Wh/kg.

In order to power a renewable 
energy transition, the world will 
need to procure several hundreds 
of thousands of GWh in total bat-
tery capacity. While lithium batter-
ies work great in many ways, the 
ability of lithium supplies to meet 
necessary battery production levels 
in the tens of thousands of GWh 
annually is questionable.

In 2010, 20 GWh of these batter-
ies were produced. This increased to 
630 GWh by 2020, and is projected 
to reach 6,000 GWh by 2030. Lithi-
um is not a tremendously abundant 
element; though there are a few large 
deposits of it worldwide, these limit-
ed supplies are controlled by only a 
handful of countries. A huge amount 
of water is needed to extract lithium, 
so much so that increasing water 
scarcity threatens the practicality of 
mining operations. These issues are 
reflected in lithium prices, which 
have risen 500% over the past year.

Fortunately, research and devel-
opment of alternative sodium-ion 
battery chemistry has finally reached 
the point of large-scale manufactur-
ing. The world’s largest lithium bat-
tery maker, China’s Contemporary 
Amperex Technology (CATL), will 
begin mass production of 160 Wh/
kg sodium cells this year, and has 
has plans for second-generation 200 
Wh/kg cells. India-based Reliance 
Industries will also begin produc-
tion of sodium ion cells in 2023, 
aiming to reach 5 and 50 GWh of 
production by 2023 and 2027 re-
spectively. American manufacturer 
Natron Energy has also completed 
sodium-ion battery development, 
and is currently scaling up to pro-
duce at least 0.6 GWh annually at a 
plant in Michigan.

Sodium-ion battery development 
has lagged behind lithium-ion in 
large part due to difficulties in de-
veloping the effective anode ma-
terials. The graphite anode used in 
lithium batteries is a naturally great 
“fit” for lithium ions. Graphite is 
composed of stacks of two-dimen-
sional sheets of graphene carbon, 
which conducts electrons well, and 
the spacing between each graphene 
sheet is about 0.34 nanometer (nm), 
just right for lithium ions to easily 
“intercalate” in between. When a 
lithium battery charges, electrons 
are pushed into the graphite anode, 
which shares the added electrons 
with the lithium ions. While dis-
charging the stored electrons, lithi-
um ions exit the graphite and join 
with counter-ions at the cathode.

Sodium-ion batteries work in 

a similar way to lithium, but their 
development requires extra engi-
neering of the anode. Sodium ions 
have a larger radius than lithium, 
requiring at least 0.37 nm of space 
to effectively intercalate between 
sheets, more than the spacing natu-
rally occurring in graphene. To get 
around this, production of graphene 
materials with holes and deformities 
in the structure was needed. Sodi-
um ion manufacturers have settled 
on referring to this new material as 
a “hard carbon” anode, but reliable, 
large-scale production of hard car-
bon has many more technical chal-
lenges than graphite.

Though the energy density of so-
dium ion is a little less than lithium 
ion, there are a lot of other advan-
tages over lithium. For one, sodium 
is much more abundant than lithi-
um, and mining it is much cheaper 
and less environmentally damaging. 
Sodium batteries also do not use 
cobalt, alleviating mining concerns 
with that mineral as well. While 
lithium batteries perform poorly at 
extreme temperatures, sodium has 
demonstrated much better thermal 
stability, good for those of us living 
in colder climates. 

Most mass-produced lithium bat-
teries can be charged and discharged 
fewer than 2,000 times before signif-
icant degradation, which means an 
electric vehicle driven for 20 years 
would need at least one costly bat-
tery replacement. Sodium-battery 
manufacturers, meanwhile, claim 
to have achieved over 5,000 cycles, 
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In With the New Battery Chemistries!
By CATHERINE DODDS, MD

TURNERS FALLS – Brrr! 
Winter weather is in full swing. 
Some of us thrive on outdoor win-
ter sports, others hunker down to 
hibernate, and unfortunately each 
year there are people who suffer 
severe injuries due to the cold 
weather. 

In this month’s medical feature, 
we’re going to explore how to 
recognize, treat, and prevent two 
common winter-related injuries.

Carbon monoxide poisoning: 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a gas 
produced by the burning of wood 
or fossil fuels without adequate 
ventilation. This can be due to 
fires, poorly functioning or im-
properly vented heaters, grills, 
stoves, or generators, and motor 
vehicles left running without ade-
quate ventilation, including inside 
garages or with a tailpipe blocked 
by snow or other material.

CO has no taste, color, or odor, 
and does not cause any irritation 
when breathed in, so it is essential 
to have functional CO detectors 
to warn us when this toxic gas is 
around. Around 1,200 people die 
each year from CO poisoning in 
the US, mostly in the setting of 
fires and smoke inhalation.

CO bumps the oxygen off the 
hemoglobin molecules in our red 
blood cells that bring oxygen to 
our organs and tissues. By dis-
placing the oxygen, CO can cause 
critical lack of oxygenation in our 
tissues, leading to multiple organ 
failure and even death.

Symptoms of CO poisoning are 
non-specific, but commonly in-
clude headache, dizziness, weak-
ness, malaise, nausea, confusion, 
shortness of breath, rapid breath-
ing, rapid heart rate, blurred vision, 
and bright red coloration of the lips.

Up to 4 in 10 people who have 
severe CO exposure will develop 
delayed neurologic symptoms, in-
cluding difficulty with thinking and 
cognitive processing, personality 
changes, or movement disorders. 
These symptoms can occur weeks 
or even months after the CO expo-
sure, and can last more than a year.

Testing to confirm CO poisoning 
in a situation where it’s suspected 
is done by direct measurement of 
carboxyhemoglobin, the abnormal 
hemoglobin molecules that have 
carbon monoxide bound to them. 

Treatment includes getting 
away from the source of the CO 
and breathing in supplemental ox-
ygen, at an oxygen concentration 
much higher than the 21% present 
in the air. Hyperbaric oxygen ther-
apy, when available, can be used 
for severe cases of CO poisoning, 
to use increased atmospheric pres-
sure as well as increased oxygen 
concentration to force the CO out 
of the body faster.

Frostbite: Frostbite is damage 
to any body part caused by freez-
ing of body tissues due to exposure 
to severe cold temperature. This 
can occur at any temperature be-
low freezing, though in general the 
colder the temperature, the higher 
the risk of frostbite. Precipitation 
and wind chill can make even rela-
tively mild temperatures high risk 
for frostbite injuries.

Frostbite most commonly affects 
areas that are away from the center 
of the body, such as the ears, nose, 
cheeks, chin, fingers, and toes. 
Frostbitten skin may feel numb, 
hard, or waxy, and often turns white 
or gray but can also look purple, 
red, or brown. Blisters may devel-
op as the person warms up again, 
but getting warm and staying warm 
is the most important step in treat-
ment for frostbite. Thawing and 
then re-freezing tissues damaged 
by frostbite leads to worsened in-
flammation, and can cause cell and 
tissue death, known as necrosis.

To manage frostbite, hold your 
cold fingers under your armpits, 
move to a warm area as soon as pos-
sible, remove any wet clothing, and 
take a warm bath. (Hot water may 
cause pain to areas with frostbite.) 
Avoid walking on frostbitten feet, 
do not rub affected skin, and avoid 
getting close to a fire, as frostbitten 
fingers may be numb enough to be 
burned without feeling it.

Severe frostbite may need treat-
ment in the hospital, including 
updated tetanus vaccination, pain 
medicines to be able to re-warm the 
area more quickly as the warming 
process can be quite painful, medi-
cines to increase blood flow or treat 
blood clots that can form with frost-
bite, and wound care including an-
tibiotics and surgery if needed for 
infected or gangrenous skin.

To prevent frostbite, avoid stay-
ing out in the cold for too long, and 
dress warmly enough for the fore-
cast temperature, accounting for 

MEDICINE

Watch Out for Winter

The Science Page is powered 
by Greenfield Solar.

A depiction of  lithium ions 
“intercalating” between layers  

of  a graphite electrode.

A depiction of  sodium  
ions intercalating into a 
“hard-carbon” anode. D
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some as many as 50,000.
So, the next time somebody 

tells you that batteries will never 
scale up to meet the needs of the 
clean energy transition, you can 
tell them that they don’t need to be 
so salty about the current state of 
lithium supplies. Sodium is com-
ing to fix those issues and more!

wind chill factor and wet weath-
er as well. Wear a warm hat that 
covers the ears, mittens, multiple 
layers of clothing, and water-resis-
tant shoes or boots. Get out of wet 
clothing as soon as possible. Avoid 
contact with ice or metal outside. 
And avoid alcohol and smoking if 
you are planning to be outside in 
cold weather.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Reporter is looking for vol-
unteers to help us curate this 
listing. Interested? Contact us at 
editor@montaguereporter.org!

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5
Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turn-
ers Falls: Singer/songwriter 
night. Open mic. Free. 6 p.m.
The Drake, Amherst: Kalliope 
Jones, Lemon Street. $. 8 p.m
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Aden Gray. Free. 9:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7
Four Star Farms, Northampton: 
Rosie Porter Trio. Free. 5 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewery, Turners 
Falls: Stimulus Band. $. 7 p.m. 
MASS MoCA, North Adams: 
Kaleta & Super Yamba Band. $. 
8 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Two 
Car Garage. Free. 9 p.m. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Ian St. George Band, Rocking 
Puppies, Film & Gender, The 
Prozacs. $. 7:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall-

town String Band. Free. 8 p.m. 
The Drake, Amherst: Son Rompe 
Pera, DJ Bongohead. $. 8 p.m.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
10 Forward, Greenfield: Dari 
Bay, Ruby Lou, more. $. 8 p.m. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Young Shakespeare Players 
present Twelfth Night. Free. 7 
p.m.
10 Forward, Greenfield: Space 
Camp, Bricklayer, Rong. $.  
8 p.m. 
The Drake, Amherst: Cass Mc-
Combs, Kolumbo. $. 8 p.m
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Young Shakespeare Players 
present Twelfth Night. Free. 1 
p.m. and 7 p.m.
Mystery Train Records, Am-
herst: Rootless, The Eye, Sa-
gan and Sigourney, Cycles In-
side. Free. 5 p.m.
Shutesbury Athletic Club, 
Shutesbury: Rosie Porter & the 
Neon Moons. $. 8 p.m.
Marigold Theater, Easthampton: 
The Wondertwins, Vandal Flag, 
Misery Quilts. $. 8:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Back O’Town Cajun Band, 
Planet Zydeco. $. 1 p.m. 
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Skytiger, Plunge Pool, Perenni-
al Quest, Mark of Wrath. $. 7:30 
p.m. 
Cold Spring Hollow, Belcher-
town: Webb Crawford, Techni-
cal Reserve, Liz Tonne, Kram-
er-White/O’Hara. $. 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
The Perch at Hawks & Reed, 
Greenfield: The Burning Sun, 
Ex-Temper, more. $. 7:30 p.m. 
The Drake, Amherst: Sun-
burned Hand of the Man, 
Franklin Mint, Mountain Mov-
ers, Bulle. $. 8 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The 
Gaslight Tinkers. $. 8 p.m. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
Mount Toby Friends Meeting-
house, Leverett: Jim Sharkey. 
$. 7 p.m.
Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro: 
Surrealist Games and Prepared 
Piano with Roger Clark Miller. 
$. 7 p.m.
Parlor Room, Northampton: 

Cloudbelly. $. 7:30 p.m.
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Old 
78 Fall Festival Reunion, with 
Woody & the Rebel Alliance, 
rice: an American Band, Whalom 
Park, MC Force. $. 8 p.m. 
Stone Church, Brattleboro: Thus 
Love, Lahnah, Prune. $. 8 p.m. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
Next Stage Arts, Putney: Rani 
Arbo & daisy mayhem. $. 4 p.m.
Stone Church, Brattleboro: Thus 
Love, Carinae, Tilden. $. 8 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ma-
sala Jazz. Free. 8:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26
Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Cheap City, The Leaf-
ies You Gave Me, Bochek, 
PWRUP. $. 8:30 p.m. 
The Drake, Amherst: The Dust-
bowl Revival, The Mary Jane 
Jones. $. 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27
Stone Church, Brattleboro: 
Goblet, Jeopardy, Slob Drop, 
Oziem, Jonee Earthquake 
Band. $. 7:30 p.m. 
The Drake, Amherst: Lou Bar-
low. $. 8 p.m.

Academy of Music, Northamp-
ton: Big Head Todd and the Mon-
sters. $. 8 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Bluegrass & Beyond. Free. 
8:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 
Clark Art Institute, Williamstown: 
Sam Prekop, Greg Davis, Kryssi 
Battalene/Wednesday Knudsen 
duo. $. 7 p.m. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
Temple Israel, Greenfield: Ste-
phen Katz, Klez Cabal. $. 4 p.m.
DCU Center, Worcester: The 
Judds: The Final Tour, with Ash-
ley McBryde, Martina McBride. 
$. 7:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
The Drake, Amherst: Under-
ground System. $. 8 p.m. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Brick House, Turners Falls: Bill 
Nace record release, Stella Kola 
record release, Matt Krefting, 
Hollow Deck. $. 8 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
GZA. $. 8 p.m. 
10 Forward, Greenfield: Adam 
Reid & the In-Betweens, Sailor 
Down, Julie Cira. $. 8:30 p.m.

Submit your comics (and puzzles) to editor@montaguereporter.org. Original & local creations only, please!

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM !!!

EXN  ARLCNIMN  LM  
RYE  INHALING  EY  
UN  LR  KNISNVE  
XOIBYRP  FLEX  

XABOR  OBULELYR.  
-  VOID  MOTOR

CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: 
INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

GET YOUR AUDIT ON By DAISY REED

JAN ATAMIAN ILLUSTRATION
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Market & Café 
Mondays & Wednesdays noon to 5 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday  11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays

Restaurant  Friday-Sunday 5 to 8 p.m. 
Brunch Saturdays & Sundays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

www.greatfallsharvest.com

By RICHARD ANDERSEN

MONTAGUE CENTER – It all 
started with Claude Monet. More 
specifically, with his huge canvas-
es and monumental representations 
of water lilies. Such splashes of 
light and color that you have to step 
back from the paintings to see what 
you’re looking at. 

What most impressed the young 
artist Tracy Vernon, however, was 
the contrast between the vibrant 
lilies and the calm waters they  
floated on.

This contrast between composi-
tion and color is evident in the col-
lection of Vernon’s bird paintings 
currently on display through Feb-
ruary 15 at the Montague Center 
Library. The backyard varieties are 
in full attendance: Bobolink, Tree 
Swallow, Nuthatch, Wood Finch, 
Gold Finch, Robin, Owl, Chick-
adee, Wren, and more – so many 
beautiful birds you’d think the 
heavens had fallen.

In a written statement prepared 
for the exhibit, Vernon tells us she 
“adores” birds: “My eyes are con-
stantly surveying the landscape. I of-
ten joke with locals that Montague is 
like an unofficial Audubon site.”

To be sure it is, but Vernon 
doesn’t limit herself to the kind of 
realistic observations found in the 
works of Mr. John James Audubon. 
Her birds have individual person-
alities that are revealed through 
Vernon’s application of intensely 
hued and multi-layered pigments. It 
leaves you with the impression that 
the birds are standing around wait-
ing for their paint to dry. Or maybe 
showing it off!

Vernon’s birds transcend their re-

EXHIBIT

A Flock of  Various Feathers:  
Collected Works of  Tracy Vernon

Tree Swallow, painting by Tracy Vernon.

alistic images in other ways as well. 
In drawing us into themselves, the 
birds take us out of our everyday 
concerns to places of peace and joy 
and beauty.

And whimsy. My favorite paint-
ing in Vernon’s collection is of a 
dazzling blue birdbath populated 
by a variety of luminous songbirds. 
Waiting along the sides of the bath 
are colorful bird towels. It’s enough 
to make you want to wade in and 
enjoy the quietly understated fun.

Referring to her bevy of birds, 
Vernon writes that painting what she 
loves “encourages me to be the best 
painter I can be.” Contrary to what 
the feathery lightness of their be-
ing might imply, Vernon’s birds do 

not fly easily onto the canvas. Her 
creative process “entails countless 
hours of study, trial and error, suc-
cesses and failures, and seeing the 
merit in all of it.”

You come and see it, too. 

The Montague Center Library 
is open Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 2 to 7 p.m. and on Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you have 
works of art that you would like to 
exhibit at the library, please visit 
librarian Kate Martineau during 
open hours or call her during those 
times at (413) 367-2852. Tracy 
Vernon would also like to hear 
what you think about her works at  
tracyvernon@rocketmail.com.
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EXHIBITS
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Photo Beat, Past 
and Present: Moving Forward 
in Time, Capturing the Moment. 
Photographs by Joe R. Parzych. 
Through January 29. Reception 
Saturday, January 28, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Von Auersbeg Gallery, Deerfield 
Academy: Looking Glass. Rachel 
Portesi’s hair portraits. Collodion 
tintypes, Polaroids, Viewmaster 
3D, and video exploring female 
identity in portraits that display 
hair in sculptural forms. Through 
March 1. Reception Sunday, Jan-
uary 15, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Goose Divine Energy, Green-
field: Donna Estabrooks, paint-
ings. Through January 15.
Fiddleheads Gallery, Northfield: 
Season of Light. Member artists’ 
holiday shop. Through January 15.
Shelburne Arts Coop Gal-
lery, Shelburne Falls: Season 
of Wonder, members’ show. 
Through January. 
Gallery A3, Amherst: Birds. 
Paintings by Keith Hollingworth. 
Through January. Reception this 

Thursday, January 5 at 5 p.m.  
Burnett Gallery, Amherst. 
Spare. Photographs by Sarah 
Reid. New Work, metal sculpture  
by Jon Bander. Through January 
29. Reception this Thursday, Jan-
uary 5, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Anchor House, Northamp-
ton: Fran’s Emails, collabora-
tive works by Fran Henry, Walter 
Korzek, and Ken Gagne including 
emails, woodcuts, assemblage, 
and more. Receptions this Sun-
day, January 8 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
and next Friday, January 13 from 
5 to 7 p.m. Ben Hotchkiss, Self 
Taught Abstraction, oil paintings. 
Through January 28. 
Brattleboro Museum & Art Cen-
ter: The New Herbarium, fun-
gus and plant images by Madge 
Evers; We Feel Our Way Through 
When We Don’t Know, group 
show; The Space Between Mem-
ory and Expectation, large-format 
photographic installations by Re-
nate Aller; Moons and Internment 
Stones, rock and moon paintings 
by Alison Moritsugu; and (de)
composed, sculpture by Judith 
Klausner. All through February 
12. www.brattleboromuseum.org.

By HANNAH BROOKMAN

TURNERS FALLS – Gill’s 
December 21 Special Town Meet-
ing was recorded by MCTV, and is 
available to watch at your conve-
nience on the MCTV Vimeo page. 
There you will also find Gill’s 12/19 
Town Meeting, the GMRSD school 
committee meeting from December 
20 and Montague and Gill’s select-
board meetings from December 19. 
For fun, we have St. Mary’s Christ-
mas Concert from West Mass Brass!

Don’t forget, all community 
members are welcome to submit 
their videos to be aired on Channel 

17 and featured on the MCTV Vim-
eo page, so think of what you would 
like to make and come see how we 
can help.  MCTV is always available 
to assist in local video production. 
Cameras, tripods, and lighting equip-
ment are available for checkout, and 
filming and editing assistance can be 
provided. And remember, MCTV is 
still looking for board members!

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? If you 
get in touch, we can show you 
how easy it is to use a camera and 
capture the moment. Contact us at 
(413) 863-9200 or infomontaguetv 
@gmail.com. 

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS

We Captured It All!
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