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Shhh / Peaceful

By KATE SAVAGE

Sewer troubles were the main 
topic of Tuesday evening’s Gill 
selectboard meeting. The River-
side neighborhood’s sewer system, 
serving around 113 households, 
relies largely on aging equipment. 
“Nothing has been updated down 
there since 1977 when it was all in-
stalled,” said highway superinten-
dent John Miner. 

Miner described valves that can’t 
be turned because they’re frozen, 
pumps frequently blocked with 
clothes, and individuals who “don’t 
want to go down in the hole any-
more because it’s unsafe.”

Sewer usage rates also seem 
to be higher than they should be. 
Town administrator Ray Purington 
distributed a graph showing usage – 

the volume of sewage pumped from 
the neighborhood to Montague – 
dropped significantly during the 
summer’s drought. This supports 
the theory that stormwater is inap-
propriately draining into the sewer, 
increasing costs for users.

A group of Riverside residents 
including water commission chair 
Jeff Suprenant, Dave Conway, and 
Peter Conway floated an idea to ad-
dress these many needs: expand the 
town’s sewer commission. 

“We’re homeowners down in 
Riverside, and it’s very costly for 
us,” explained Suprenant. “We’ve 
Wgot to do something about this.” 

Under one model, two to four 
additional members from the Riv-
erside neighborhood would join 
the three selectboard members to 

see GILL page A8

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS – “You 
want people to learn something, but 
you want them to be entertained,” 
Chris Clawson tells me. “There 
has to be that balance between 
information and visual things.”

Clawson is a member of the 
Montague Historical Society as 
well as its public counterpart, the 
Montague historical commission, 
and is one of the curators of the 
Western MA History Collective, 

which is developing an online ar-
chive of local historical material. 
He also is the person hard at work 
behind a string of well-received 
history videos: a 1943 tour of Mill-
ers Falls Tool; a floating Fourth of 
July celebration above the dam at 
Unity Park; and last year’s 40-min-
ute documentary on the history of 
the Franklin County Fair.

Clawson and fellow Montague 
historian Ed Gregory now have 
a new release up their sleeves, a 

By JEFF SINGLETON

FRANKLIN COUNTY – The race 
for Governor’s Council in western Mas-
sachusetts may well be competitive this 
coming November, as concern over judi-
cial appointments mounts in the wake of 
recent federal Supreme Court’s decisions –  
and following the surprise victory of a 
North Adams school committee member, 
Tara Jacobs, who prevailed in the race for 
the Democratic nomination in District 8. 

But what is the Governor’s Council, 
and what constitutes “District 8?”

“I get asked that question almost ev-
ery day,” says Jacobs in a video on her 
campaign website.

Her Republican opponent John 
Comerford, though on the other side of 
the political spectrum, would agree with 
her on that. “It is not very well under-
stood by voters,” he told the Reporter. 

“I don’t think most people know 
what they do,” Montague town clerk 
Deb Bourbeau said of the Council. She 
noted that the red information pamphlet 
issued by the state for the coming elec-
tion does not even define it. 

According to the Governor’s website 
the Governor’s Council, actually called 

Election Casts Rare Light 
On Governor’s Council

see COUNCIL page A7

By GEORGE BRACE

At their meeting Tuesday night, 
Leverett’s selectboard considered a 
proposal to use a parcel of town land 
for a “heritage park or trail” which 
would preserve and showcase Le-
verett’s history and provide natural 
recreational space for residents. The 
board also received further informa-
tion and deliberated on a potential 
conflict of interest involving a his-
torical commission member, and ad-
dressed a conflict between the recre-
ation and school committees regard-
ing the construction of a tool shed.

Samuel Black, representing the 
Friends of the North Leverett Saw-
mill (FONLS), presented a proposal 
to construct an informational trail, 
or heritage park, in an area adjacent 
to the Slarrow sawmill. The propos-
al would combine 2.6 acres of land 
owned by the FONLS with a 2-acre 
parcel of conservation land owned 
by the town and managed by the 

conservation commission. 
Black said the FONLS envi-

sioned a trail with two-by-three-foot 
informational signage next to rem-
nants of industrial activity related to 
an iron works and other historically 
significant artifacts on the parcel. 

The project would also involve 
landscaping work to remove ap-
proximately 30 trees, and replace 
invasive plant species with local 
plants. Black said the conservation 
commission was in favor of the 
project, but did not want responsi-
bility for any work involved. 

Town administrator Marjorie 
McGinnis said state conservation 
laws may prohibit calling the area 
a “park” or installing of benches 
or other structures without the in-
volvement of town meeting and the 
state, but that workarounds might 
be found if necessary. 

Selectboard member Melissa 
Colbert said she liked the idea, but 

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS – The Franklin Tech Football 
Eagles let up five touchdowns against the Ware Indi-
ans this week after shutting them out in the first half. 
The second half was painful to watch as missed oppor-
tunities led to 33 unanswered points. 

Closer to home, the Turners Falls Volleyball Thunder 
roared into a first-place tie in the Northern Volleyball 
Conference by beating one of the best teams in the state. 

Because I was in isolation, we sent a 96-year-old 
stringer to report on the victory.

Volleyball
TFHS 3 – Pioneer 0
TFHS 3 – Wahconah 1

Last Tuesday, October 4, the Turners Falls girls vol-
leyball team shut out the Pioneer Black Panthers, 3-zip. 
I was still in isolation at the time, but Reporter photog-
rapher David Hoitt attended the game, and provided the 
stats. Powertown won it going away, 25-9, 25-13, 25-14. 

Mario Pareja was the player in the middle, setting 
up 17 assists and serving up five aces. Madi Liimatain-
en was the Killer Queen, recording 11 kills and plac-
ing two aces, and Jill Reynolds scored seven aces.

Then last Thursday, October 6, the Wahconah War-
riors came to town. Coming into the game, the Warriors 
were undefeated in the Northern Volleyball Conference, 

Turners Falls’s Mario Pareja sets the ball for hitter Madi 
Liimatainen as the Thunder sweep three sets at Pioneer Valley 

Regional School in Northfield last Tuesday. Pareja earned 
17 assists in the win, and Liimatainen notched 11 kills.see SPORTS page A5

GILL SELECTBOARD

Riverside Residents Seek to 
Bulk Up Sewer Commission

Organizers Announce 
Final Great Falls Festival

Premiere Event Planned for 
Power Canal Documentary

High School Sports: ‘It’s The Emotions’

see LEVERETT page A7

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

New ‘Heritage Trail’ Pitched

see HOUSING page A3

see CANAL page A2

see FESTIVAL page A4

Tara Jones of  North Adams (top) 
and John Comerford of  Palmer 

(bottom) hail from opposite corners 
of  District 8, and their viewpoints

on the Massachusetts judiciary 
are just as far apart politically. 
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The canal that shaped a village is the subject of  a new short documentary film.

By SARAH ROBERTSON

GREENFIELD – Roughly half 
of all the people renting homes in 
Franklin County are paying too 
much based on their income level, 
according to a recent presentation 
hosted by the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments (FRCOG). 
Attendees at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, titled “Diversifying Rural Hous-
ing Opportunities,” discussed the 
nationwide housing crisis, and ways 
local zoning laws and infrastructure 
limitations may make it harder to 
build more affordable units. 

“There are state rules that make it 
very difficult for many of the small-
er towns,” said Susan Worgaftik, a 
member of the local advocacy group 
Housing Greenfield. “Issues around 
sewage systems make it more diffi-
cult for smaller communities to build 
new [housing]…. If you want to see 
a community go against an afford-
able housing project, just ask them 
to pay for something they can’t use.”

FRCOG is working with the 
Boston-based nonprofit Citizens’ 
Housing and Planning Association 
(CHAPA) to examine these issues, 
under a five-year state grant aimed 
at supporting community health in 
aging populations. 

“The goal of our work is to 
make sure that people have access 
to affordable homes that are appro-
priate for them, in the communities 
that they choose,” said CHAPA 
municipal engagement director 
Dana LeWinter. 

Lily Linke, a municipal en-
gagement associate with CHAPA, 
opened the presentation with statis-
tics. According to the 2020 US Cen-
sus, 71,015 people live in Franklin 

Narrow Path 
Forward for 
Rural Housing 
Affordability

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS – “We 
didn’t want to announce it after 
the event, and have a lot of people 
disappointed they missed it for one 
reason or another and wished they 
were able to go to the last festival,” 
Mike Nelson says. “We’re hoping 
that people are able to come down 
and join us for one last hurrah.”

Nelson is the president and 
founder of The Great Falls Festival 
& County Parade, Inc., formerly 

Franklin County Pumpkinfest & Pa-
rade, Inc. Before that, he was sim-
ply Michael Nelson d/b/a Franklin 
County Pumpkin Fest, organizer of 
a wildly successful autumn street 
fair in Turners Falls. 

After next weekend, that will 
all be in his past. “An event of this 
magnitude,” Nelson announced on 
social media last Thursday, “takes 
an unfathomable amount of plan-
ning and execution and my team of 
volunteers is beyond exhausted.”
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Kate Martineau has been the librarian at the Montague Center branch library for two years. 
The new Library of  Things has been popular, she says, especially the ice cream maker and the games. 

She likes to play the Robot Face Race game with her own family. The library has also been hosting art exhibits.

Compliments to Jeff Singleton 
on his article on Connecticut River 
Internists closing in Montague City. 

But, it would be unfair not to 
mention another founding Doc-
tor: Dr. Bruce Van Boeckel, who 
was my primary care physician for 
years, fellow fisherman, card play-
er, rugby and touch football player, 
and all around great human being! 

He passed away tragically at the 
tender age of 55. 

Please include his name in a fol-
low up article. He had numerous pa-
tients in Franklin County, and also 
was one of the founding fathers of 
Hospice of Franklin County! 

Rick Kostanski
South Deerfield 

A grave error in last week’s 
A2 illustration caption indicat-
ed that Skeleton Crew Theater’s 
Halloween Week at Ja’Duke 
Theater was scheduled for Octo-
ber 13, 14, and 15. We tragically 
missed an email attempting to 
correct this before publication, 
as the correct dates were October 
7, 8, and 9. 

We realize this may have 
caused readers to miss the show 
entirely and we apologize pro-
fusely to SCT, Ja’Duke, and the 
world. But check out the Theater 
in action during next weekend’s 
Great Falls Festival!

In the same edition, in the 
Sirum auction photoessay on 
Page A5, we switched the names 
of auctioneers Donald Raucher 
and Malcolm Speicher in photo 
captions. 

This was a way better mis-
take, but we apologize to the 
Raucher and Speicher families.A still rendered from The Canal At Montague: The Genesis of  a Modern Community, the Historical Society’s new film.

short-form look at the Turners Falls 
power canal and the little industrial 
village that grew up around it. The 
Genesis of the Turners Falls Com-
munity makes its world premiere 
Saturday, October 29 at 1 p.m. at 
the Great Falls Discovery Center 
with a discussion to follow, after 
which it will be uploaded for free 
viewing online.

“We got lessons as kids sitting 
on the street from the local drunks,” 
Gregory says. “There’d be three or 
four of us on a bench, and somebody 
would pop out of out of the Bridge 
Café, or Carney’s, or the VFW, or 
wherever we might be sitting. And 
they’d come over and they’d shoot 
the breeze with us: ‘Well, I’ll tell you 
what happened back when I was a 
kid...’ We always had kind of a dan-
gling interest in the history.”

These characters from Gregory’s 
1950s childhood connected him di-
rectly to the town’s industrial hey-
day: they worked in the mills along 
the canal; their parents worked in the 
mills along the canal. 

For many, that connection has 
become remote. Today, the canal 
is used to generate electricity, and 
many of the mills have been torn 
down, with a number more disused 
and distressed. Preservation of these 
structures is a hot topic around town 
– and both historians serve on the 
historical commission, so they have 
a say on the matter. But both are cir-
cumspect on the topic, emphasizing 
the importance of preserving histori-
cal records, if not structures.

“Once you grow your corn, the 
stalks turn white and fall over,” 
Clawson reflects. “But all events 
in history have consequences into 
the future – our lives are enabled 
by these events.... We learn and 
benefit from our past, and are wiser 
collectively.”

Clawson and Gregory say they 
hope documentaries like the one 
debuting on the 29th will help 
make the past feel more personal 
to younger generations, and cap-
ture their interest. 

“It’s going to be riveting,” Greg-
ory promises. “I’ve seen it a number 
of times through the editing process, 
and each edit that we’ve done, it gets 
better and better and better.... He’s 
done a hell of a job with it.”

“It’s a little over 20 minutes,” 
says Clawson. “People aren’t going 
to be fidgeting.”

CANAL from page A1

Clawson moved to town later in 
life, but brought with him the ex-
isting interest and skill set to help 
develop a local historical archive. In 
recent years he has been spearhead-
ing an effort at the Historical Soci-
ety to collect and digitize old film 
before it deteriorates. 

“I used to drive my mother cra-
zy, because I was always pulling 
antiques out of the dump,” he re-
members. “I was always respectful 
of antiquities, but I was also very 
much involved in technology.”

The pair helped contribute to 
another recent public history proj-
ect, the cellphone-enabled Peske-

ompskut Audio Tour, which be-
gins at Unity Park and provides a 
self-guided series of vignettes and 
stories exploring Native, colonial, 
industrial, and more recent eras of 
the zone around the Falls. 

The idea for a new documentary 
film was emerging when the group 
was approached last summer by 
Montague libraries director Caitlin 
Kelley, who wanted to organize a 
series of events this month focus-
ing on the canal.

Clawson, who Gregory calls 
the “driving force” behind the new 
project, flew a drone to secure ae-
rial footage for the project, which 

also incorporates some “new find-
ings” – recently unearthed imagery 
even local history buffs might not 
have ever seen. 

Gregory plans to bring some 
materials of his own to share with 
the audience at the Discovery Cen-
ter premiere, including an 1838 
map of the barge canal that preced-
ed the power canal. 

Once the event is done, The Ca-
nal At Montague will join the Soci-
ety’s previous video offerings on-
line, all categorized and easy to find 
via the History Collective website at 
www.montaguearchive.org.

“The video is concerned not 
specifically with the canal, but the 
burgeoning industrial village built 
around the canal, how the canal 
would be the nucleus for what’s here 
today,” Gregory summarizes. 

Asked the question the public is 
truly interested in, he pauses and 
thinks intently. 

“The power company started 
to realize that somebody could get 
hurt,” he says. “I don’t recall any-
body swimming in that ca-
nal after, let’s say, 1965.”

This still from The Canal At Montague shows stereogram cards of  the power canal.

IMPORTANT 
CORRECTIONS
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Compiled by CHRIS PELLERIN

This week features many cre-
ative and nature-focused activities 
in our area.

As part of their Heart’s Desire 
art show and celebration, the lo-
cal group “art + soul” is offering a 
series of events during the month 
of October at the LAVA Center in 
Greenfield to inspire and stretch 
your imagination. 

This Thursday, October 13 from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. there will be a “Cre-
ating Contemporary Icons” work-

shop, and next Thursday at the 
same time, the workshop is Sacred 
Space: Creating Portable Altars 
and Shrines. Art materials will be 
provided, and there is a suggested 
donation of $10 to $25 for each 
workshop. These workshops are 
intended for those 14 and above 
and will be at 324 Main Street in 
Greenfield.

On Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m., 
LAVA hosts an afternoon of joy-
ful celebration at a different space, 
479 Main Street. Wander among 
the showcase of art created by the 
art + soul community over nine 

years, listen to live and virtual 
readings, travel in time through a 
visual chronology of the group’s 
story, dance to live music by Kate 
O’Conner and Rico Spence of 
Westhampton’s A Beautiful Future 
Band, and bid on a variety of items 
and experiences offered to nurture 
the group’s work. Refreshments 
provided.

This Friday, October 14 Jeff 
Johnstone leads Early Bird Bird-
ing. Join Jeff and the Athol Bird 
and Nature Club for a look at the 
local fall bird migration. Gather at 
the Millers River Environmental 
Center, 100 Main Street in Athol, at 
7:30 a.m. Call Jeff to reserve your 
spot at (978) 249-9052. Due to con-
struction on Canal Street, Jeff asks 
that everyone meet in front of the 
Center on Main Street. 

Also at the Millers River En-
vironmental Center, the Central  
Massachusetts Nature Club is meet-
ing on Tuesday, October 18 at 9:30 
a.m. for nature journaling. RSVP to 
thewaltons@gardnerale.com if you 
can make it.

This Saturday, October 15 at 11 
a.m., certified master beekeeper 
Art Canterbury will present Hon-
eybees and How They Prepare for 
Winter at the Carnegie Library in 
Turners Falls. 

Art and his family manage 30 
colonies of honeybees in Montague. 
The presentation will include in-
formation on what honeybees have 
been doing all summer to prepare 
for winter, the life of a worker bee, 
and what bees do to survive New 
England winters. There will be an 
observation hive with live honey-
bees and a queen which participants 
will be able to view. Call (413) 863-
3214 with questions.

October 15 is also a clean-up day 
at the Montague Center library. “Our 
much beloved branch could use 
some TLC,” they write. Volunteers 
are offered pizza at noon.  Call (413) 
367-2852 to sign up for a shift.

Take an afternoon walk on 
Warner Hill with Emily Boss of 
the Franklin Land Trust as they cel-
ebrate the Warner Hill Landscape 
Partnership, a community effort to 
preserve more than 800 acres of lush 
forests, hills, and fields, on Sunday, 

October 16 from 2 to 4:30 p.m. 
This hike traverses conserved 

land in Rowe and Charlemont. 
About five miles round trip, the trail 
is a moderate hike, suitable for wild-
life viewing, with just two steep in-
clines on the meadow portion. The 
foliage should be stunning!

The Wendell Energy Commit-
tee invites residents, and those in-
terested, to a community discussion 
on the draft Community Solar Ac-
tion Plan for the Town of Wendell. 
A presentation on the process and 
plan will be made by Zara Dowling, 
research fellow at the UMass Clean 
Energy Extension, at the Wendell 
Free Library next Tuesday, October 
18 at 7 p.m. Masks are encouraged.

Next Wednesday, October 19 
from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., join Athol 
Bird and Nature Club president Dave 
Small for a rare introduction to the 
Quabbin Reservoir by private ve-
hicle. This tour will focus on migrat-
ing waterfowl and other birds as well 
as any interesting flora and fauna. 

This is a limited participation 
trip which often fills up quickly; 
registration is required at tinyurl.
com/QuabbinTrip. High-clearance 
vehicles are needed to navigate the 
gravel roads, and carpooling is nec-
essary. If you have any questions, 
email Dave@atholbirdclub.org.

From 6 to 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, October 19, Montague Center 
author Bruce Watson reads from 
Bread and Roses, his fast-paced 
retelling of the 1912 textile strike 
in Lawrence, Massachusetts, at the 
Montague Center branch library. 
Refreshments will be provided. The 
event is part of the branch’s month-
ly local author series.

Attention artists: Madhouse 
Multi Arts Creative Workspace will 
be hosting a Bring Your Own Art 
Show the fourth Sunday of each 
month, beginning October 23. This 
“open mic” for visual artists will 
take place from 4 to 6 p.m. at 479 
Main Street, Greenfield. They invite 
you to bring whatever you want to 
show and they will interview you, 
document your work, and promote 
you on Instagram.

Send your local briefs to  
editor@montaguereporter.org.

Root Yoga Studio
51 11th St., Turners Falls

413.676.9076
root-yoga-studio.com

New Student Special
Three Classes for $30

After reading our September 29 article about Marion Ryan turning 100 
(Page B1, “Marion Celebrates a Century”), Turners Falls High School junior 

Syna Katsoulis organized a card-writing effort at Marion’s alma mater. 
Syna delivered 37 handmade cards, which capped off  the birthday celebration.
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County, only 8% are non-white, and the majority 
are over 50 years old. There are 34,436 housing 
units in the county, and the average household in-
come is $61,198. It is the state’s most rural county.

“We can see pretty high rates of cost-bur-
dened renters, especially compared to the rates of 
cost-burdened homeowners. It’s really quite ex-
ceptionally high for renters,” Linke said. “There 
is a lack of research and resources for how to ad-
dress these problems in a rural context.” 

The term “cost-burdened” refers to anyone 
spending more than one-third of their income on 
housing. Gill appears to be the most affordable 
town for renters in this newspaper’s coverage 
area, with about one-third of renters paying more 
than 30% of their income towards housing costs.

In Montague, between 41% and 50% of rent-
ers are considered cost-burdened, despite the 
town being one of the more affordable commu-
nities in Franklin County. In Erving and Green-
field, between 51% and 60% of renters are cost- 
burdened. Rental units in Wendell, Leverett, 
Shutesbury, and Sunderland are among the least 
affordable in the county, with 61% to 70% of 
renters considered cost-burdened. 

Attendees at Tuesday’s meeting discussed 
how towns can vote to amend zoning laws, 
which are seen as preventing communities from 
increasing housing density. Laws that allow for 

accessory dwelling units, or decrease the mini-
mum home lot size, could help rein in housing 
prices by allowing local supply to increase.

Franklin County Opioid Task Force member 
Jerry Lund cited changes to Massachusetts law 
in 2021 that allow certain amendments to zoning 
bylaws to pass by simple majority of town meet-
ing, rather than two-thirds.

“In this part of the world, everything is done 
by volunteers,” said Lund. “It’s easier now, given 
the changes in the zoning requirements, to get a 
zoning amendment through.”

“In our communities, we have significant 
opportunities to renovate and rehabilitate build-
ings that can become multi-unit [housing],” said 
FRCOG project coordinator Jennifer Audley. 
“But [in] all the examples I can think of where 
we’ve recently used municipal and state pro-
grams to do that renovation and rehabilitation, 
the developers who have had the capital to par-
ticipate thought it wasn’t economically viable 
to turn those into affordable units.”

“It’s important to figure out how we can cre-
ate deeded affordable housing – and naturally 
affordable housing – that does not rely on the 
private real estate development market,” Aud-
ley argued.

FRCOG director of community services 
Phoebe Walker pointed out that local demand 
for housing is being driven in part by external 

forces. The median home price in Massachusetts 
is around $600,000, she said, and in Franklin 
County it is around $350,000.

“That’s driving people with incomes far 
beyond what people who grew up in Franklin 
County have, out here, to pay… and it’s pricing 
everyone else out,” Walker said.

Conway planning board member Beth Girsh-
man said that lately more homes in her town 
are second homes, vacant for long periods of 
time throughout the year. “Things that maybe 
previously were rental units seem to be short-
stay vacation units so I think that exacerbates 
the problem,” she added.

FRCOG’s Small Town Housing Work Group 
has calculated a 47% increase in short term rent-
als, such as AirBnB, between July 2019 and April 
2022 from 152 to 223. For context, the group 
cites a 2021 estimate by the UMass Donohue 
Institute that the “housing gap” between supply 
and demand in Franklin County is 1,232 units.

“Communities happen by design,” CHAPA 
engagement director DeWinter told the attend-
ees. “They don’t happen in a vacuum – they 
don’t just get created and plopped down out of 
nowhere. These trends we’re seeing, on aging 
or cost burdens or how much housing is built, 
those things happen by design. Some-
one, somewhere along the way, has 
had a hand in that happening.”

HOUSING  from page A1



BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of October 17 

in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054
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SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

 
OPEN AGAIN 3 days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs – 11 to 6

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Newly promoted Erving town planner Mariah 
Kurtz met the Wendell selectboard at their Oc-
tober 6 meeting seeking Wendell’s support for 
a proposed trail from Riverfront Park in Erving, 
across the Millers River, along the Wendell side 
of the river, and ending on Sears Road in Wen-
dell Depot. Kurtz said there is currently no safe 
way to ride a bicycle from Farley to Erving Center 
without traveling along Route 2, which is not safe.

The proposed trail would be shared-use, not 
level but with a smooth stone surface, suitable 
for walking, biking, or skiing. It would not be 
a challenging mountain bike trail. Most of the 
trail would pass through state forest, and some 
through private land. “Are you comfortable 
with me moving forward?” Kurtz asked.

 “It sounds like an excellent idea,” select-
board chair Laurie DiDonato replied.

Open space committee chair Dan Leahy said 
the state land the trail would pass through is clas-
sified as “reserves,” identified as critical natural 
landscape, and wondered if there would be inten-
sive recreational use. The first step is a feasibility 
study, which the selectboard agreed to support.

Fast Cars
Citizen Ed Hines met the board with two 

items to discuss: vehicles speeding past his 
house, and historic documents.

Hines owns land on both sides of Montague 
Road, and said he has had many close calls 
bringing wood in or clearing his driveway. He 
said police officer Gould told him speeding is 
the police department’s number one complaint. 
An electronic monitoring system would cost 
$10,000, but there are less expensive alternatives 
that photograph offending vehicles.

DiDonato said she thought there was a state law 
against using cameras, but suggested a committee 
to explore traffic-calming strategies. For example, 
the town center historic district includes Hines’s 
house, Wendell’s old parsonage, and the speed 
limit could be reduced within the historic district.

Selectboard member Gillian Budine said the 
town has $12,000 set aside in its budget for ad-
ditional policing, which can be used if necessary.

Paper Stash
Hines also wanted to start a conversation 

about storage of Wendell’s historic documents. 
He suggested a temporary storage area in the 

back of the upstairs meeting room over the fire 
engine bay. The front of that room is used for 
highway commission meetings and fire depart-
ment training, but the rear could be sectioned 
off, leaving a route to the exit door. 

Hines said everyone who might be impact-
ed supported the idea. The simple plans he got 
from Hal Flynn did not include a cost estimate. 

Former Turners Falls librarian Linda Hick-
man asked about climate control. Highway 
commission member Phil Delorey answered 
that the engine bay underneath is kept warm so 
water in the vehicles does not freeze. 

Hickman said she was more concerned about 
heat and humidity than she was about cold.

The selectboard supported the plan, as long 
as the repository is temporary.

Tree Controversy
The power company National Grid has 

marked numerous trees in town that their arborist 
considers a threat to their wires, and because cit-
izens had objections about some of the trees, tree 
warden Cliff Dornbush held a hearing. A number 
of attendees said the identification of the affected 
trees was not totally accurate or clear. 

That hearing was continued without a de-
cision, and Dornbush came to the October 6 
meeting to discuss the continuation with the 
selectboard and a National Grid representative. 
The company’s representative, Lance Wade, had 
trouble joining the meeting and connected to the 
meeting late in the conversation.

Dornbush said he thought he, a representative 
of the company, and concerned citizens includ-
ing Pru Smith, who has studied trees and wants 
to keep as many as possible standing, should 
walk the route of proposed cutting together and 
discuss each tree. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller encouraged 
that effort, as well as a continued tree hearing.

National Grid’s plan, Dornbush said, is gener-
ous to Wendell. Trees that threaten the roads and 
wires will be cut down or trimmed and debris 
removed, with the cost borne by National Grid. 
Clearing trees that fall or drop branches afterwards 
will cost the town money, Budine pointed out. The 
National Grid cutting may save Wendell’s fire de-
partment calls for a tree on a wire and burning.

Guns for Hire
Robert Zarnetske from HCH Enterprises of 

Warwick, Rhode Island met the selectboard to 

describe the services HCH offers, which in-
clude grant-writing and compliance regarding 
use of federal money.

Zarnetske said we are in a “golden age” of fed-
eral grants, since the government is trying to help 
with many municipal needs exacerbated by the 
pandemic. He said the amount of federal money 
available is more than was spent on World War I, 
World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam 
War, combined and adjusted for inflation. 

HCH offers three levels of subscription rang-
ing from $1,995 for 10 hours of their time to 
$9,000 for 50 hours. Wendell’s project coordi-
nator, Phil Delorey, said it seems like a small 
amount of money considering all the money that 
is out there, and the intricacies involved with 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding.

Zarnetske said he doubted the town would 
be eligible for a grant to reimburse it if it uses 
ARPA money to pay for PFAS remediation at 
Swift River School. The plan now is to take the 
money needed from stabilization, with the hope 
that a grant will cover some of the expense after 
the money is spent. He added that ARPA grants 
of less than $10 million can be classified as com-
pensation for lost revenue and used for general 
town expenses, but that he could give no defini-
tive answer, just an off-the-cuff thought.

“I feel we need some guidance,” Budine said, 
adding that Wendell officials are all part-time.

The selectboard will discuss contracting with 
HCH at their next meeting, October 19.

Acorn Kingdom
Citizen Adam Zakosky asked if he could buy 

or take over town use of Stone Cutoff Road. 
He owns land on both sides of the road, and his 
farm is the only private property on that road. 
He offered to maintain the road, but said he 
would like to have a gate so his livestock can 
forage for acorns on both sides of the road.

Leahy said a whole section of the town’s 2004 
development plan was on roads and their layout, 
and mentioned a state handbook on roads. He add-
ed that a 1988 town meeting discontinued several 
roads, but did not specify which ones those were.

Delorey said there is a difference between dis-
continuing a road and discontinuing maintenance 
on it. A town meeting vote is needed to discon-
tinue a road. He said he would be happy to get 
together with Zakosky and discuss the situation. 

DiDonato said research is needed before a de-
cision can be reached at a future meeting.

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Bike Trail Proposed Along the Millers

The twelfth and final Festival 
kicks off at noon Saturday, Octo-
ber 22, on Avenue A. If the weather 
holds up, as it has eleven times so far, 
downtown will be packed with kids’ 
crafts, food vendors, dance troupes, 
raffle tables, and costumed revelers. 
Bands will play on two stages, and 
Peskeompskut Park will be trans-
formed into a beer garden.

“We’re an all-volunteer staff,” 
Nelson tells the Reporter. “The gen-
eral public probably has no idea the 
hundreds of hours that this takes.... 
We all have families, and it takes a 
huge amount of summertime plan-
ning. We’re looking to finally relax 
and be able to enjoy the fall season.”

A Turners Falls native and 18-
year veteran member of the Mon-
tague board of health, Nelson 
learned large-scale event planning 
with his involvement at the Frank-

lin County Fairgrounds, where he 
is now president, and the Relay for 
Life. Inspired by the Fair and oth-
er regional vegetable celebrations, 
he started Pumpkinfest in 2010 
with a group of friends, and was as 
shocked as anyone when an esti-
mated 8,000 attendees materialized 
on the Avenue.

The event has followed a tried-
and-true formula ever since, though 
the number of pumpkins carved and 
brought for display by the public fell 
sharply after the first year, and lia-
bility-related rules against candles 
and pumpkin knives didn’t help the 
cause. The event was rechristened 
the Great Falls Festival in 2017.

“My committee has been actively 
talking about wrapping up for a cou-
ple of years now,” Nelson explains. 
The 2020 event was canceled by the 
pandemic, and the group was moti-
vated to help provide the community 

a return to normalcy in 2021. 
“This year we were batting around 

the idea of whether or not we wanted 
to do it,” he continues, “and we ulti-
mately said we’ll do it one more year 
and wrap up on a high note.”

Nelson manages a team of 60 to 
70 volunteers on festival day, but 
says a core group of about a dozen 
work from early summer to make 
each event happen. 

He gives special credit to sev-
eral: his high school friends Scott 
Kuzmeskus and Chad Cadran, the 
director of entertainment and di-
rector of the beer garden (“When 
you’re in a volunteer role, you 
can make up titles,” he laughs); 
his wife Bethany Nelson and her 
friend Linsey Paulson, the volun-
teer coordinators; and Ashley Lara-
mie, the kids’ activity coordinator.

“We’re proud to have been part of 
what we have been able to accom-

plish, and looking forward to a little 
bit of a well-deserved retirement,” 
Nelson says. “There’s a lot of in-
credible momentum downtown in 
our community, and it’s great that we 
were able to be part of that.” 

“I know a lot of people are really 
disappointed about it,” he adds. As 
of press time, according to Nelson, 
six parties have inquired about tak-
ing the Great Falls Festival reins, and 
all six have “politely declined” upon 
learning how much work it entails.

His advice for would-be fall 
event planners?

“Start small,” he says with a laugh. 
“Even with a decade of planning ex-
perience behind me before starting 
this festival, it took a few years for 
us to really get settled... You don’t 
have to do a big event for people to 
want to participate and to 
feel engaged and want to 
bring their families.”

FESTIVAL from page A1
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and had already beaten Turners 3-1 on Sep-
tember 14. 

One of my friends turned 96 years old this 
week. Because I was still feeling COVID-y 
he went to Thursday’s volleyball game in my 
stead. I told him I would not use his name.

Before he left for the game, he said, “You 
know? Wahconah is number 1.” 

“OK,” I replied.
“And we’re number 2,” he said.
As it turns out, the second-place Blue 

Thunder beat the top-seeded Warriors 25-17, 
15-25, 25-23, 24-19 to nose into a two-way 
tie atop the NVC. 

After the game, my friend said, “I told 
[coach] Kelly [Liimatainen] that Turners 
beat Wahconah because of experience. You 
see, when we lost to them in Dalton, we were 
a young team, and Wahconah had all experi-
enced players. The girls have played several 
games since, and now we have experience.” 

Then he said, “And traveling an hour on a 
cold night might have affected them.”

On his birthday, my friend went into 
greater detail about the game. In his opinion, 
“We were the better team.” Then he evaluat-
ed the stellar performances of Taylor Greene, 
Madi Liimatainen, Abby Holloway, Tatiana 
Carr-Williams, and Stephanie Peterson.

When I received the stats from David 
Hoitt, I discovered that my source was spot 
on. Greene gave 24 assists and served four 
aces. Liimatainen shot nine kills, placed three 
aces, and made five digs. Holloway made 10 
kill shots and dove for two digs. Carr-Wil-
liams blocked three shots and made two kills, 
and Peterson had five kills and four aces.

“Adam [Graves] called me to wish me a 
happy birthday,” my source said after ana-
lyzing the game. “Did you know that Turners 
is now sixth in the state?”

When I looked it up later, I discovered 
that the Turners Falls Girls Volleyball team 

is indeed ranked sixth in the state by the 
MIAA in Division V, while Wahconah is 
ranked tenth in Division IV.

It’s so nice to get the perspective of some-
one who was playing little league at Unity 
Park 89 summers ago. Keep it up, my friend. 
For years to come.

Football
Ware 33 – FCTS 0

On Friday, October 7, the Franklin Tech 
Football Eagles were shut out by the Ware In-
dians 33-0. Tech, who had stifled the Indians 
for the entire first half, missed an opportunity 
to break the tie in the third quarter. From there 
it was all downhill as Ware scored 33 unan-

swered points to win the game going away.
“Our team played with a lot of heart, pas-

sion, and intensity in the first half,” coach Joe 
Gamache said after the game. “And we had 
many opportunities throughout the game.”

Ware is a difficult venue to play at. There 
are no visitor bleachers, the scoreboard wasn’t 
working, and the announcer failed to give a 
play-by-play. Fans had to squint at the field 
just to find out what yard line the ball was on, 
and I had to rely on the refs for the time. 

But the people from Ware were more than 
welcoming. From the ticket-taker who joked 
with me about a potential name change to 
the “Ware Wolves,” to the police officer who 
gave up her inspirational bracelet to a tod-
dler, to all the fans who mingled together, 
two of whom discovered that they were both 
the parents of Eagle scouts. 

The only complaint voiced by the Ware 
crowd was, “Why can’t the announcer tell us 
what’s happening on the field?”

Tech’s first opportunity came in the first 
quarter. They shut down Ware’s offense and 
drove the ball down the field, setting up a 
first-and-ten from Ware’s 30-yard line. But 
they couldn’t convert, and Ware took over 
deep in their own end.

The Eagles again shut down the Indians, 
forcing a fourth-and-12. Tech took over and 
moved the ball all the way to the 8-yard 
line for a first and goal, but an interception 
squashed the drive.

For the rest of the half, Tech’s D kept Ware 
off balance, as Ware couldn’t buy a first down. 
Going into halftime it was still a scoreless tie.

Franklin’s next opportunity came early 
in the third quarter. Ware fumbled it away 
and Tech took over on Ware’s 24. Again, the 
Indian goal-line defense tightened up, and 
Tech gave up possession on downs.

That’s when it all went haywire. 
“It’s the emotions,” one of the grand- 

fathers told me as Ware broke tackle after 

tackle on their way down the field.
“That’s right,” another man agreed. “They 

couldn’t score, and now they’re deflated.”
From first and goal from the Eagles’ 8, 

Ware’s quarterback banged into the end zone 
to finally break the tie. Tech did their best to 
keep up, but Ware scored again at the end of 
the quarter to take a 14-0 lead going into the 
fourth.

The Birds’ next drive stalled on two sacks 
and an incomplete, and Ware scored again 
to take a 20-0 lead with 10:15 left to play. 
Three minutes later, they were up 26-0, and 
they scored again at the end of the game to 
win it 33-0.

Gabriel Tomasi went three for nine under 
center, for 8 yards. His targets were Shaun 
Turner, Ethan Smarr, and Nathaniel Fuess.

Josiah Little carried the ball 19 times for 
54 yards, and Tomasi, Jet Bastarache, Zay-
drien Alamed and Landen Hardy also ran 
the ball for Tech. Dillon Gagnon ran back a 
kickoff 17 yards while Tomasi returned one 
for 12. Vincent Renaud returned a punt for 
11. Hardy made eight tackles and had a sack, 
while Shaun Turner was in on seven tackles. 

Tomasi and Tyler Yetter both knocked 
down passes, and Camryn Laster caused a 
fumble, which was recovered by Bastarache.

So where does Franklin Tech go from 
here? They dominated in the first half, but 
fell apart in the second. After the loss, the 
Eagles are 1 – 1 in the Intercounty North 
Conference, and this Friday they have a 
home game against another ICN foe, the 
Green Wave of Greenfield.

“The hope is that we can work hard this 
week,” Gamache said. “To put a complete 
game together.”

And they’ll need to play a complete 
game. Especially against a very good 
Greenfield team, who are still 
smarting from an overtime loss 
to the Athol Red Bears.

Turners’ Jill Reynolds served up seven aces against 
the Pioneer Panthers as the Thunder rolled 25-9, 
25-13, and 25-14 over Pioneer at Northfield.

SPORTS  from page A1

19th Annual
Anti-Racism 
Film Festival

Sunday, 
October 23, 2022

 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Greenfield
399 Main Street, Greenfield

FREE ADMISSION
Facilitated discussion to follow films.

Schedule:
1:30 p.m. Ta-Nehisi Coates, “We Were 

Eight Years In Power” (YouTube video)

2:10 p.m. Danger of Silence
2:15 p.m. Discussion led by Carl McCargo
3 p.m. Thirst For Justice 
4 p.m. Discussion led by Strong Oak

5:15 p.m. Supper: A nourishing 
vegan meal of local food, boxed 
for takeout or to eat indoors. 
Sliding scale donation of $4 
to $10. No one turned away.

6 p.m. Descendant
7:45 p.m. Discussion by Momadou Sarr

Call (413) 773-5018 
or (413) 772-0003 

 for more information.

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – The re-
gional school committee focused 
on regular fall business on Tuesday, 
hearing official school improve-
ment plans presented by the build-
ing principals, and approving offi-
cial goals for superintendent Brian 
Beck to pursue this year and be 
measured against in the spring.

At the middle and high school, 
Christopher Barnes said counselors 
are combining students with “sim-
ilar concerns” into support groups 
and helping some seniors develop 
post-graduation plans, and teachers 
are using a range of assessments to 
identify those in need of extra ac-
ademic help. He said he  plans to 
make this year’s open house bet-
ter-attended than usual.

Sheffield Elementary principal 
Kerry Heathwaite outlined a num-
ber of ways her staff will commu-
nicate with families, and opportu-
nities students will have to present 
what they have learned, as well as a 
long list of academic support initia-
tives. Montague committee mem-
ber Jennifer Waryas asked how this 
year’s plan was different from pre-
vious years. Heathwaite said that it 

was her first year on the job.
Business manager Joanne Blier 

said she has started in on the FY’24 
budget, compiling packets for de-
partment heads and principals 
to support them submitting their 
budget requests. The November 
8 school committee meeting will 
focus on the district’s capital plan, 
and preliminary budget discussion 
begins on November 22.

Blier said one conclusion of an 
audit of student activity funds is 
that the district needs better internal 
controls over receipts. The com-
mittee is in the process of updat-
ing policies about these accounts.

Director of teaching and learn-
ing Jeanne Powers and director of 
pupil services Dianne Ellis gave an 
update on the district’s efforts to 
promote equity. A new position, En-
glish as a Second Language Depart-
ment Leader, has been created, and 
Lea Wulfkuhle hired into the role.

Administrators are “looking 
closely” at issues of attendance, as 
there are “equity issues that emerge,” 
in Ellis’s words, around absences and 
how the district handles them. Efforts 
are also underway to re-institute the 
“walking school bus,” a chaperoned 
group walk from downtown Turners 

to the elementary schools on the Hill 
for students who live too close to be 
eligible to ride the bus.

Beck reported that the district 
is helping families learn about the 
federal Affordable Connectivity 
Program, which gives households 
up to $30 a month for internet bills 
and offers a subsidy toward the 
cost of a computer.

Beck also introduced the com-
mittee to Marci Kelley, a new exec-
utive assistant hired after the retire-
ment of Sabrina Blanchard, so they 
could “put a face to the voice that 
will be answering the phone.” 

Student representative Syna Kat-
soulis returned for her first meeting 
of the year. “I’m glad to be back,” 
she said. Katsoulis reported on a 
range of spirit-boosting initiatives 
currently underway at the high 
school, many involving themes and 
colors and costumes and the com-
petitive accrual of points by classes.

The Homecoming Dance will 
be held this Saturday, in a heated 
outdoor space as it was last year, 
and its theme involves Las Vegas. 
Katsoulis said she hoped for higher 
attendance this year. “I think there 
are more kids at the high school 
this year,” she noted.

Gill member Bill Tomb said 
more information about the six-
town school district planning board 
will be made public soon. Beck 
said he hadn’t attended its meetings 
since June, and Tomb said he hadn’t 
missed much. “There were a few 
meetings over the summer, but they 
were well-spaced,” he said.

The committee continued dis-
cussing the resolutions for this fall’s 
Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees conference on Cape 
Cod. Waryas said she was “struck” 
by one resolution in support of trou-
bled districts retaining local control 
rather than coming under state re-
ceivership, and pointed out that it 
did not address any positive plan to 
support districts in that situation.

Chair Jane Oakes said delegates 
may amend the resolutions from 
the floor, and after some more dis-
cussion, it seemed possible that as 
Gill-Montague’s delegate, Waryas 
would attend with an amendment 
in hand. 

“It’s a weird process,” said Mon-
tague member Heather Katsoulis, 
who offered to draft an amendment 
before the next school committee 
meeting, which is scheduled for 
October 25.

NOTES FROM THE GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Last Meetings Before Budget Season Quietly Savored
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TOWN OF LEVERETT
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER

The Town of Leverett is hiring a full-time Police Officer. Duties to include patrols, 
emergency and non-emergency response, participation in training programs, court, 
related paperwork and any other duties commensurate with the job of a full-time 

police officer. Qualifications include graduate of MPTC full-time academy or POST 
full-time exemption with preference given to applicants with a full-time academy 

certification, valid driver’s license, valid Mass. License to Carry, residence within 15 
miles of the Town, high school diploma. Background, Psychological, and Physical 

will be required. Pay to be decided upon qualifications. Benefits included.  
Application and resumes or letter of interest are due by 

October 28th, 2022 to Police Chief, PO Box 300 Leverett, MA 01054. 
Questions should be directed to the Police Chief at (413) 548-4994. 

Leverett is an AA/EOE.

Here’s the way it was on  
October 11, 2012: News from the 
Montague Reporter’s archive.

Gill Will Play Active Role 
In Mountain Relicensing

The Gill selectboard is anticipat-
ing calling a meeting of “stakehold-
ers” in the relicensing of the North-
field Mountain pumped-hydro fa-
cility once FirstLight Power files a 
notice of intent to hold hearings on 
its upcoming federal relicensing. 

“We may be the ones who push 
for that meeting,” said selectboard 
member Randy Crochier. “We’re 
one of the towns most affected.”

Selectboard chair Ann Banash 
said the meeting would focus on 
improvements to the utility’s op-
eration town officials and other 
stakeholders would push for in 
the review process, as the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
decides what modifications, if any, 
to make to Northfield Mountain’s 
license, which is up for renewal 
on April 30, 2018. Banash said 
the town of Erving gets “all of the 
benefits,” of the Northfield Moun-
tain project, which pays the lion’s 
share of property taxes in Erving, 
“without the disadvantages.”

Crochier added, “We end up 
with most of the erosion.”

The topic of erosion, which 
farmers and other landowners along 
the river hold Northfield Mountain 
responsible for, has been conten-
tious for years. Utility spokespeo-
ple typically blame riverbank ero-
sion on the swells created by recre-
ational motorboats, but Northfield 

Mountain has nonetheless been en-
gaged in a long process of erosion 
remediation, in consultation with a 
committee of landowners, assisted 
by the Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments and state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.

Banash said with the recent 
switch to using tree stumps and 
other woody debris to stabilize the 
riverbanks, “I think they are doing 
it right. I just don’t think they are 
doing it fast enough. One thousand 
feet [of riverbank erosion remedia-
tion a year] is not enough.”

Banash, selectboard member 
John Ward, and town administra-
tive coordinator Ray Purington 
were among the participants in a 
tour of FirstLight’s facilities last 
week. Banash said the tour guides 
seemed surprised to see the num-
ber of town officials who turned 
up for the boat cruise and walk-
through of Northfield Mountain.

Banash said it was particularly 
striking to see how the riverbank 
had eroded along the stretch of land 
across from the intake tunnel to the 
utility’s upper reservoir, a stretch of 
land owned by Skeezy Flagg.

She said the utility blamed the 
failure of erosion control there on 
Flagg’s cows getting loose and 
eating the material the company 
had used to prevent bank erosion. 
Flagg, in return, has contended it 
is the utility’s job to put up a fence 
to keep his cows from wandering 
onto the section of the riverbank 
the company claims a right to as 
utility property. Apparently, the 
utility did build such a fence, but 
the cows broke through it anyway. 

Looking Back:
10 years ago this week

GENERAL MANAGER for 
LEVERETT VILLAGE CO-OP

The Leverett Village Co-op is hiring a General Manager to lead us 
through the next phase of our growth! The LVC plays an important 
role in our community as a local food store and as a gathering spot 
with a deli, an expanding inventory, a patio café, and lots of fun events.

Our ideal candidate has retail/grocery/management experience. 
If you are excited about this prospect, have some of this experience 

and believe in the purpose and role of co-ops in meeting community 
needs, we’d like to talk with you! Please email a cover letter, your 
CV/resume, your desired salary range and three references with 
contact information to LeverettVillageCoopBoard@gmail.com.

Please see our full job description at leverettcoop.com/employment-
opportunities/. We offer competitive wages and a benefits package. 

The Leverett Village Co-op values excellence and diversity in 
hiring and is an equal opportunity employer (EOE).

the “Executive Council” under the 
state constitution, meets weekly 
and approves the Governor’s “judi-
cial appointments,” which include 
“judges, clerk-magistrates, public 
administrators, members of the Pa-
role Board, Appellate Tax Board, 
Industrial Accident Board and In-
dustrial Accident Reviewing Board, 
notaries, and justices of the peace.”

In addition to making these ap-
pointments the board – which con-
sists of eight elected members, plus 
the Lieutenant Governor in an “ex 
officio” capacity – records “advice 
and consent” on warrants for the 
state Treasury and commutations 
and pardons. 

This reporter reviewed two re-
cent meetings of the board, which 
consisted primarily of lengthy hear-
ings on appointments to clerk mag-
istrate positions in municipal courts 
and regional housing courts. Trea-
sury warrants and lesser court posi-
tions were approved with little dis-
cussion. No pardons or commuta-
tions were observed, and there was 
virtually no opposition to the higher 
judicial candidates discussed. 

The Governor’s Council is often 
viewed as a relic of the colonial 
era. According to a history of the 
board in the state archives, its or-
igins are in the early 17th century, 
when the Governor was the presi-
dent of the board of the Massachu-
setts Bay Company and Council 
members served for life. 

As the Council continued into 
the 19th century, its role and the 
method of choosing membership 
periodically shifted with the twists 
and turns of British colonial poli-
cy and the American Revolution. A 
constitutional amendment in 1840 
provided that members be chosen 
“by legislative election from the 
population at large,” which was 
changed in 1855 to “popular elec-
tion” from eight districts.

There are still eight members 
on the board, elected from districts 

which do not coincide with any leg-
islative districts. The eighth district 
currently consists of 95 towns in 
Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire, and 
Hampden counties, plus the town of 
Royalston in Worcester County.

Periodically members of the me-
dia, advocacy groups, and the legis-
lature call for abolishing the Coun-
cil. In 2017, for example, the Merri-
mack Valley Eagle-Tribune advocat-
ed the Council’s abolition after one 
meeting over a judicial appointment 
descended into a shouting match, 
where one member was accused of 
being a “bootlicker” and another 
was criticized for “spending half the 
meeting in a bar across the street.” 

The Eagle-Tribune suggested 
that judicial appointments could be 
made by the state Senate.

Judicial appointment policies 
vary greatly from state to state, 
creating a “dizzying assortment 
of methods,” according to a study 
by the Brennan Center for Justice. 
These range from the use of inde-
pendent commissions, as in Mas-
sachusetts, to direct election, to 
Governor’s appointment with leg-
islative approval, to even appoint-
ment by the Governor but re-ap-
pointment by election.

Given its obscurity and idiosyn-
cratic role, the Council has often 
been the object of humorous ridicule 
in the media. During the recent state 
primaries, for example, Boston radio 
station WGBH focused on “various 
dubious endorsement claims” made 
over the years by veteran incumbent 
Marilyn Devaney of Watertown. 

According to the station, Dev-
aney falsely claimed support from 
Congressman Jim McGovern, who 
then denied having endorsed any 
candidates for the Council. Never-
theless, Devaney narrowly won the 
Democratic primary in her district. 

Neither Jacobs nor Comerford, 
in speaking to this reporter, advo-
cated abolishing the Council. 

“I think it plays an important 
role,” said Comerford, who said he 

decided to run for the board when 
he heard that a judge had encour-
aged an “illegal immigrant” before 
her court to exit by the back door 
to avoid a federal immigration 
official. “I think appointed judg-
es should commit to obeying the 
law,” he told the Reporter.

Jacobs said she sees the Coun-
cil as playing an important role in 
encouraging greater racial diversity 
and “equity” in judicial policy. She 
mentioned the statistical inequities 
in the current prison population, 
and said she would work to recruit 
more qualified officials from under- 
represented communities to apply 
for board positions. 

The two candidates, who are 
scheduled to debate later this month, 
disagree on a number of key issues, 
including commutations – generally 
defined as the change of a prison sen-
tence for one less severe – which are 
reviewed by the board. Comerford 
opposes commutation while Jacobs 
sees it as a “useful tool” in some cas-
es, noting that it is rarely invoked. 

But both agree that the board 
plays an important role in state 
policymaking, and should be more 
transparent. They both support con-
tinuing Zoom meetings as initiated 
during the recent pandemic, in order 
to create better access for District 8 
residents, and both said they would 
consider requiring the Council to 
abide by the state open meeting law, 
from which it is currently exempt. 

And both agreed on the need for 
greater diversity on the Council, 
although they may frame the con-
cept differently. 

Jacobs, who has served on her 
local school committee and as a li-
brary trustee, noted that virtually all 
the Council members come from the 
legal community, while she is not a 
lawyer. Comerford stressed his mil-
itary experience and his work on 
regional veterans’ boards, as well as 
the fact that if elected, he would be 
the “only Republican” on 
the Governor’s Council.

was interested in knowing the age of the trees to be re-
moved, out of concern for preserving “old growth.” 

Black said he didn’t have that information, but would 
probably be consulting the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection on the project, and believed it would 
result in more protection for such trees in the area. 

Conflict Avowed
In a related matter, historical commission member 

Susan Lynton provided a statement to the board say-
ing she would recuse herself from any commission 
votes related to either the FONLS or the Leverett His-
torical Society, due to her membership in both private 
organizations. This includes anything pertaining to the 
sawmill or Field Museum. 

Lynton had previously filed conflict-of-interest pa-
perwork with the board, saying the state attorney gen-
eral thought doing so was a good idea. 

One resident commented that the state’s con-
flict-of-interest law has three pertinent provisions, two 
of which are financial, but also a third which prohibits 
town officials from “acting as the agent or attorney” 
for such private organizations.

Shed Furore
The board discussed a complaint from the town’s  

recreation committee that a tool shed being constructed 
with funds raised by the Leverett Education Foundation 
in an area behind the greenhouse at the Leverett Elemen-
tary School, and adjacent to the town’s athletic field, vio-
lated a town meeting resolution adopted in 2021. 

That resolution addressed “the open space between 
the elementary school and the library,” and said that 
“any permanent change in use or structure to the field 
needs to go to town meeting for approval.” 

No representatives from either the school commit-
tee or the rec department were on hand to present their 

cases, but selectboard chair Tom Hankinson said that 
rec committee chair Diane Crowe had stopped in at 
the police station to report the shed was being con-
structed illegally due to the 2021 article.

Hankinson said that no formal boundaries exist in 
the area in question, and since the lumber was already 
there and Crowe’s authority was “dubious to begin 
with,” he was inclined to let construction proceed.

Planning board member Richard Nathhorst said he 
thought the article was “bad law,” and should be repealed.

No vote was taken.

Other Business
The board decided to waive the $25 fee for use of 

the town hall for both the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust and 
the Leverett Educational Foundation, and henceforth 
look at charging the use fee on a case-by-case basis, 
though they added that the overall issue may need to 
be looked at again in the future. 

Arguments in favor of the waiver included the public 
good done by town volunteer groups, and the probable 
low cost to the town of allowing such use.

The board was notified that the Leverett Elementa-
ry School had received an estimate of approximately 
$500,000 to insulate the area surrounding the school’s 
sprinkler system. The estimate was sought following 
two cases of burst pipes in the last several years. 

The news motivated the board to choose to use an 
available grant application to fund an assessment of 
the situation, rather than apply for a piece of equipment 
sought by the fire department. 

The board appointed three new substitute librari-
ans, at the request of library director Hannah Paessel. 
Paessel said the three would be assets to the library 
and would add flexibility in scheduling and covering 
vacations and sick days for current staff. 

The board appointed Carol DiSanti to the 
historical commission.

LEVERETT from page A1

COUNCIL from page A1
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address problems with Riverside’s 
sewer systems. 

Charles Garbiel and Greg Sne-
deker, the two selectboard mem-
bers present, expressed enthusi-
asm for the idea. Four additional 
sewer commission members could 
help carry the heavy workload, 
and “would give people down in 
the district the majority” for sewer 
votes, Snedeker said, which would 
ensure their representation and 
“make a better statement.” 

Purington said he suspected the 
expansion could be done simply by 
amending the sewer regulations, 
without needing to be voted on by 
town meeting, but wanted to look 
deeper into the necessary process. 
“I think it’s doable by the end of 
the year,” he suggested.

One issue a larger sewer com-
mission could address is the in-
crease in pump blockages. Miner 
reported four new instances where 
blockages had to be removed from 
the sewage pumps. Each time the 
items appeared to be articles of 
clothing and adult diapers. 

Miner reported that since Febru-
ary, these blockages have cost “over 
$10,000 for contractor services, and 
just under $5,000 for our pay.”

“I just don’t know how they get 
it down the toilets,” he concluded.

Snedeker brought up the op-
tion of installing grinding sewage 
pumps, which pulverize obstruct-
ing materials and have been used 
in Deerfield to solve a similar prob-
lem. The group expressed interest in 
learning more about the pumps.

The Riverside residents also 
proposed that an expanded sewer 
commission could reconsider the 
low minimum fee paid by inactive 
sewer users – currently $4 a year. 
Dave Conway mentioned that there 
are still maintenance and operating 
costs which the sewer must pay, 
even when a user is inactive.

One possibility, Purington not-
ed, is dividing sewer expenses into 
two categories: sewage disposal 
costs, which are charged to each 
user according to their water use; 
and operating and maintenance 
fees, which would be divided even-
ly by all sewer users. Using current 
costs and doing some back-of-the-
envelope math, this would come 
out to a minimum fee of around 
$330 a year for each user.

Though a discussion of chang-
ing rates to customers was on the 
meeting agenda, Purington said 
the current sewer operating budget 
is expected to be able to cover the 

GILL  from page A1

bills for the year, and no vote was 
taken. The board did vote to ap-
prove a sewer commitment autho-
rizing $49,596.72 in bills to be sent 
to customers for usage from July 
through September.

“I’m going to throw out one 
more thing,” said Dave Conway. 
“Grease traps.” 

Fats, oils, and grease can clog 
and damage the Riverside sew-
er system. Dave Conway claimed 
that the restaurant Cielito Lindo 
doesn’t have a grease trap, though 
he said they do properly dispose 
of their used cooking oil in a bar-
rel, and that The Mill convenience 
store doesn’t clean their grease trap 
often enough. The residents called 
for clearer rules around grease 
traps, with some sort of enforce-
ment. The selectboard said they 
would look into this.

For bigger projects, the town 
would likely need to pursue grants. 
“We’ve got to start digging here to 
get some money to get this thing up 
and fixed,” said Suprenant. 

Purington shared that many 
grants have a competitive appli-
cation process, and in the past the 
commission has found that some-
times “sewer pumps just wasn’t 
sexy enough.” 

“Are pumps any sexier if they 
have underwear stuck in them?” 
asked Snedeker.

Everyone laughed except Miner, 
whose department is responsible 
for removing the blockages. “No. 
They’re not,” he sighed.

Equipment and Supplies
After a process that took years, 

the highway department finally has 
its new plow truck, replacing an 
old one that reportedly emitted so 
many fumes it left workers literally 
exhausted.

To keep the plow truck drivers 
safe on icy roads, the selectboard 
approved the purchase of four 
studded tires and rims, which will 
cost $2,172 from Pete’s Tire Barn. 
This money will come from the 
budget approved for the plow truck 

“and accessories,” which still has 
$3,338 remaining. 

Gill is also about to receive a new 
police cruiser, which means it will 
need to dispose of an old 2013 mod-
el. Miner and selectboard members 
expressed interest in selling it to the 
Warwick police department. 

“We’re in a position to help an-
other small town,” said Miner, not-
ing that Gill once benefited from 
Deerfield finding itself in a similar 
position.

Miner also quickly reviewed 
the completed highway department 
projects from FY’22. Five road 
improvement projects added up to 
$264,313. This was almost double 
the yearly budget, but was said to 
make up for an earlier year when 
no projects were taken on.

As we head into winter, the 
highway department is facing ad-
ditional costs for snow and sleet 
removal. Miner reported that salt is 
22% more expensive; regular sand 
16.4% more expensive; and coarse 
sand 31.5% more expensive than 

the department had budgeted – but 
that fuel prices are currently lower 
than budgeted.

Announcements
Gill is preparing to start the 

FY’24 budget cycle, and has two 
open seats on the finance commit-
tee. The committee helps prepare 
the town budget.

“A budget is a moral document,” 
said Snedeker. “That’s the process 
[to] set priorities for the town.” Gill 
residents interested in volunteering 
may contact Purington or finance 
committee chair Clair Chang via 
contact information on the town 
website.

The “Clean Sweep” Bulky Waste 
Recycling Day for Gill is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 22 from 9 
a.m. to noon at the Northfield High-
way Garage, 49 Caldwell Road in 
Northfield. No pre-registration is 
required, but most items require a 
cash-only disposal fee. 
Details can be found on 
the town website.

Market & Café 
NOW OPEN SEVEN DAYS

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Restaurant  Friday-Sunday 5 to 8 p.m. 
Brunch  Saturday-Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

www.greatfallsharvest.com

“Northern Construction is a hard-working group,” writes photo correspondent Ed Gregory, who continues to track their work on the General Pierce Bridge and shared 
this documentation of  the four-stage process of  applying an anti-moisture membrane. Top left, September 23: “A sealer is sprayed on to the concrete deck.” Top right, 

September 30: “An 80-mil. yellow Methylacrylate coating is sprayed over the initial sealer coat. Tiny stone fragments are spread atop the yellow coating to aid in the adhesion 
of  the next coating.” Bottom left, October 1: “A 40-mil. gray sealer is sprayed atop the Methylacrylate.” Bottom right, October 4: “A liquid bituminous coating is hand-
applied with squeegees to seal the three undercoatings. After a seven-day dry time, a 1½-inch asphalt application will complete the ‘new’ deck of  the Bridge.” Thanks Ed!

THE BRIDGE BEAT

ED GREGORY PHOTOS



FEATURES@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG OF THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

YEAR 20 – NO. 43

OCTOBER 13, 2022

B1
N

IN
A 

R
O

SS
I P

H
O

TO

By DAVID BRULE

The Flat is at once a real 
and an imaginary country…

ERVINGSIDE – Not many 
people call this place where I live 
“the Flat” anymore. But for more 
than 200 years that has been the 
name of this curious place. 

The Flat actually is flat, a broad 
floodplain terrace that fans out 
a square mile or two along the  
paguag, or Millers River. Our river 
bore down through the till and san-
dy sediments left by the last gla-
cier 15,000 years ago, when post- 
glacial Lake Hitchcock drained.

That ancient lake had been 
formed when a significant part 
of the modern-day Connecticut 
River Valley was dammed up by 
glacial debris at Rocky Hill in 
Connecticut. Melt waters backed 
up as the glacier retreated, and 
eventually flooded the valley for 
about 4,000 years. The ancient 
Millers flowed into this lake, and 
spread out an underwater fan del-
ta that we now recognize as the 
Montague Plains. 

When the lake did dry, of 
course, the wind carried sands 
of the delta and beach shoreline 
to form the gently rolling sand 
dunes of the now pitch-pine cov-
ered landscape.

Prior to the first white set-
tlements here in 1802, the 
Pocumtuck, Nipmuc/k, and their 
close allies the Sokoki peoples 
lived and raised corn crops here 
since before the Year Zero. Paleo 
and Archaic Peoples came here 
even 10,000 years before them. 

This is an old place. Every 
stone, tree, and singing riffle in 
the river has an ancient story to 
tell. Vestiges of those first people 
are found from time to time on the 
edge of the Plains. We even found 
a projectile point in the backyard, 
a spearhead that dates back 7,000 

years before the Current Era.
My great-grandfather Judah 

Smith and his wife Lizzie Moir 
Smith decided to buy this house 
and land for a few hundred dollars 
in 1882. This is the house, and the 
now re-forested land, where I live 
and write, coming here 90 years 
after that founding couple bought 
the place.

By the middle of the 1880s they 
were not alone down here. Many 
houses and cottages had been built 
by the Millers Falls Company, then 
under the ownership of its founders, 
Mssrs. Gunn, Pratt, and Amidon.

The shape of the settlement 
here is the curious part. Now- 
adays, the river encircles and 
wraps itself around the neighbor-
hood of about two dozen houses. 
These houses were built on the 
next-to-most recent floodplain ter-
race. When the leaves are down, 
you can look up and see the more 
ancient terraces and floodplains 
where the river began its drilling 
down to its modern-day course. 

One terrace up there has its 
matching terrace on the other 
side of our valley, about 200 feet 
above us. The current floodplain 
riverbed is about 15 feet below 
our house, on the edge of the Flat. 
The river is still doing its work, 
flowing by here day and night.

There’s only one way in and 
one way out of the Flat. One street 
leads down into the neighborhood 
past the old Millers Falls Compa-
ny buildings, and three dead-end 
streets fan out from there. The 
land that Judah bought forms a 
woodland green belt encircling 
the whole settlement.

The river flows west, coming 
down from branches that start 
out near two mountains revered 
by the first Indigenous peoples: 
Mount Monadnock in the north, 
and Mount Wachusett in the east.  
It runs up smack into the red  

West Along the RiveR

POLLY FRENCH ILLUSTRATION

Above: Late-season corn, under sunny Gill skies.  West Along the RiveR

Living on the 
edge of the fLat

POLLY FRENCH ILLUSTRATION

see WEST ALONG page B2

By CHIP AINSWORTH

NORTHFIELD – In the autumn of 
1973, Annie Chappell and several of her 
chums at the Emma Willard School in 
Troy, New York, jammed into a taxi and 
drove to the Albany airport. Chappell got 
out and took a flight to Chicago, and the 
others went back to school. At O’Hare she 
called her sister to say she was en route 
to Great Falls, Montana, to live with the 
mountain man of her dreams.

Away Up the North Fork: A Girl’s 
Search for Home in the Wilderness (She 
Writes Press, 2022) is Chappell’s story 
about living with Bill Atkinson on the 
North Fork of the Flathead River near the 
Canada border, and what happens when 
fantasy charges head-on into reality.

Chappell grew up in Denver where her father 
owned a manufacturing business and her mother 
painted landscapes and portraits – “imagine a blend of 
Georgia O’Keefe, Edward Hopper and an artful paint-
by-number style.” Below the surface of this idyllic 
home life was an undercurrent of unrest: her mother 
was alcoholic; her brother-in-law was a sexual pred-
ator; her grandmother was addicted to Percodan; and 
Chappell’s own bad behaviors were taking a toll.

“I was trying to escape,” 
she said in a telephone in-
terview. “I was thinking, 
there’s gotta be a place I 
can go where life is sim-
ple. I wanted to step back in 
time. I thought I could.”

One day while she was 
hanging out at her friend 
Cini’s house, her parents 
walked in and introduced 
them both to Bill Atkinson. 
Chappell was instantly smit-
ten by this stranger with the 
long dark hair who smelled 
of wood smoke and was 
dressed in buckskins. 

“I felt disoriented and 
overwhelmed by the image 

of this man who seemed to have appeared from a dif-
ferent era,” she wrote. “My future life came into focus 
as certain, simple and honest.”

Atkinson was peddling jewelry, antler carvings, 
and other Native artifacts to her friend’s parents, who 
owned a high-end Western art gallery. He regaled 
them with tales of living in a cabin in northern Mon-
tana, of killing a mountain lion with a single-shot 

BOOK REVIEW

Away Up the North Fork: A Girl’s Search for 
Home in the Wilderness (She Writes Press, 2022)

see NORTH FORK page B4

By EASTON SMITH

MONTAGUE CENTER – 
“What’s this place where I live? 
What makes it special? How is it 
different from Boston or Texas, or 
the rural South, or Uganda?” 

These are some of the questions 
posed by Sarah Bliss, who is co-cu-
rating Up and Down the River, an 
evening of “artist’s film on place 
and placemaking,” this Saturday in 
Montague. 

“What kind of culture is grown 
out of being here?” 

The event, which will be held in 
the Montague Common Hall on Oc-
tober 15, will feature eleven short 
films from artists who, as Bliss de-
scribes them, “either live or work, 
or have lived or have worked, up 
and down the Connecticut.” 

The event begins at 7 p.m. and 
there is an optional donation of $5 
to $15 upon entry. The space will 
open a half hour early, at 6:30 p.m., 
for a hands-on demonstration of 
the editing process using 16-milli-
meter film. 

“Come and put your hands on 
film!” says Bliss, who says she 
“likes being able to actually feel 
the physical material of the film, 
put my hands on it, mush it around, 
and see what happens.” 

Saturday at the Common Hall:
Short Films on Place and Placemaking

The use of physical film – as op-
posed to digital video – is a central 
focus of Saturday’s event. Bliss, her 
co-curator David Bendiksen, and 
several of the other featured film-
makers are part of the Boston-based 
AgX Film Collective, which de-
scribes itself as “part of a global 
community of artist-run film col-
lectives and laboratories who share 
resources, equipment, knowledge 
and a physical space focused on the 
creation and appreciation of photo-

chemical filmmaking.”
“Experimental film general-

ly has a much smaller audience,” 
says Bliss, when asked why she 
wanted to bring this sort of film to 
Montague Center specifically; she 
explains that she wants “this art 
form that I’m so passionate about 
to expand its audience, beyond ac-
ademia and these small film festi-
vals, to my friends and neighbors... 
We specifically chose not to screen 

A still from Josh Weissbach’s short film To All Those, among 
those showing this Saturday at the Montague Common Hall.

see FILMS page B8

The Flat is the lowest of  several terraces carved by the Millers River. 
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WENDELL
Foot care clinic the first Wednes-

day of each month. Call Katie No-
lan at (978) 544-2306 for informa-
tion or appointments. Senior Health 
Rides are now available. Contact 
Jonathan von Ranson at (978) 544-
3758 to set up a ride.

LEVERETT
Chair Yoga classes are held on 

Zoom on Wednesdays. Foot care 
clinic is held monthly. For more 
information, contact the Leverett 
COA at (413) 548-1022 x 2, or 
coa@leverett.ma.us.

GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Mondays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more in-
formation please call 863-9357.

Monday 10/17
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Exercise
1 p.m. Knitting & Handcrafts
Tuesday 10/18 
10 a.m. A Matter of Balance
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
Wednesday 10/19
9 a.m. Veterans’ Agent Hours
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12 p.m. Bring Your Lunch Bingo
1:30 p.m. Mobile Food Pantry
4 p.m. Mat Yoga

Thursday 10/20
10 a.m. Fruit and Financials Series
1 p.m. Cards & Games
4 p.m. Exercise
Friday 10/21 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics
11 a.m. Chair Aerobics

ERVING
Erving Senior Center is open 

8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. Open for cards, 
coffee, and snacks daily.

Brown Bag lunch is the first 
Thursday of each month. Veter-
ans Services the first Wednes-
day of each month. Erving van 
services available: Must call 24 
hours in advance for a ride to 
any scheduled appointment. For 
more information, please call  
(413) 423-3649.

Monday 10/17
9 a.m. Interval
10:15 a.m. Seated Workout
Tuesday 10/18 
9 a.m. Good For U
10 a.m. Line Dancing
Wednesday 10/19
9 a.m. Cardio Low Impact
10:15 a.m. Chair Aerobics
11:30 a.m. Bingo
Thursday 10/20
9 a.m. Core & Balance
10 a.m. Barre Fusion
Friday 10/21
9 a.m. Quilting & Open Sew

Senior Center Activities
OCTOBER  17  THROUGH 21

“PuiPui”
Adorable Puipui was one of 13 

kitties that came to Dakin due to 
the terrible disaster that Hurricane 
Ian left in its path. Shelters in the 
disaster zone transport animals 
they already have up for adoption 
to other shelters like Dakin, mak-
ing room for pets of people who 
have been displaced. 

We don’t know anything about 
this kitty’s previous experiences or 

preferences. They should be intro-
duced slowly to any resident ani-
mals in your house.

Interested in adopting? Ani-
mals at Dakin are available only 
in Springfield currently. Contact 
adoption staff at springfield@ 
dakinhumane.org and include your 
name and phone number. For more 
information, call (413) 781-4000 or 
visit www.dakinhumane.org. 

Pet of 
theWeek
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French King
Restaurant & Motel

breakfast and lunch 
Friday – 8 a.m to 2 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  – 7 a.m. to  2 p.m.
dinner

Friday & Saturday – 4:30 to 9:30 p.m.
call to confirm: (413) 423-3328

Out of the Park   
October 2022

By JON DOBOSZ

UNITY PARK – Hello every-
one, it’s been a while! We had a 
great summer and hope yours was 
the same. Glad to reconnect with 
you this most wonderful time of 
year. The leaves are starting to turn 
color, the air is crisp, and we’re 
making homes for our Jack-O-Lan-
terns and scarecrows! As we walk 
into the fall season, take a gander at 
what we have to offer this season.... 

 The Bluefish Swim Team is 
about to start, and we’re accept-
ing names for our new/prospective 
swimmer list. The Bluefish is a 
competitive and recreational swim 
team that competes in the Pioneer 
Valley Swim League and has served 
area youth for over 40 years. 

Swimmers will be accepted on 
an as-needed basis and must be able 
to successfully complete an in-pool 
swim test. The Bluefish is not a 
learn-to-swim program, and all pro-
spective swimmers must have basic 
knowledge of all four strokes. 

Practices are held Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday eve-
nings, and meets – both home and 
away – are on Saturdays. The season 
is held from mid-October through 
mid-March. Fees vary, but for more 
information you can either give us 
a call or visit the team website at 
 www.montaguebluefish.com. 

To get into the spirit of the 
spooky season, we will be showing a  

Monster Movie in the Park on Fri-
day, October 14 at Peskeompskut 
Park! We will be showing the Dis-
ney/Pixar classic Monsters, Inc. 
with a showtime of 7 p.m., so be 
sure to bring a couple of blankets 
with you. The rain date is Friday 
the 28th. We are partnering with 
the Turners Falls High School Mu-
sic Boosters, who will be providing 
snacks for moviegoers. 

We’ll also be hosting the Pump-
kin Decorating Station again at this 
year’s Great Falls Fest. The festi-
val will be held Saturday, October 
22, with decorating from noon un-
til dusk, while supplies last. We’ll 
be in the same spot as years past; 
the corner of Avenue A and Second 
Street. Stop by and bring your ar-
tistic talents! 

On Tuesday, October 18 regis-
tration for our Youth Basketball 
program will begin for Montague 
residents. Youth B-Ball is held 
from December through the end of 
February. We offer an Instructional 
Program for children in kindergar-
ten through 2nd grade, Junior Trav-
el for kids in 3rd and 4th grade, and 
a Senior Travel Program for those 
in 5th and 6th grade. 

Our Instructional Program 
goes from early January to mid- 
February at Sheffield Elementary, 
and the travel teams participate in 
the Tri-County Youth Basketball 
League with other area communi-
ties. Registration for non-residents 

begins Monday, November 7. Spots 
fill up fast, so register early! 

Pre-registration has also be-
gun for our Annual Sawmill Riv-
er 10K Run. The Sawmill Run is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 
31, and is our major special event 
of the winter, as well as our first 
in-person race since 2020. If you’re 
a runner, hope to be one, or know 
of someone who does, this is the 
perfect way to finish the year! You 
can register online at www.runreg.
com/sawmill-river-10k-run. 

Of course, you can find addi-
tional information on all these 
programs – and more – on our 
webpage, www.montagueparksrec.
com, as well as our Facebook page. 
That’s about it from here. Enjoy 
the rest of your October and we’ll 
talk to you next month!

Jon Dobosz, CPRP, is parks 
and recreation director for 

the town of Montague. 

bedrock of Mineral Mountain, 
which towers over our neighbor-
hood, does a 90-degree turn at our 
bend in the river, and then actually 
flows north to meet the Connecticut 
at the French King confluence. 

We always have called it Min-
eral Mountain, but it is sometimes 
called a hill. To be sure, the old-tim-
ers here often noted that there were 
“no minerals, and it’s not much of 
a mountain!”  

Some of the oldest deeds hint 
that it is likely John Pynchon of 
Springfield who got the moun-
tain away from the stewardship of 
Mashalisk, the powerful sachem 
of the Pocumtucks, just before she 
died in the 1670s, on the eve of the 
beginning of King Philip’s War. It is 
possible that Pynchon thought that 
he might mine it for feldspar, used 
in making munitions. Hard to tell if 
that’s true or not. 

Nowadays it is protected land, 
home to bears, wildcats, and great 
horned owls.

Fortunately for me, Judah bought 
the last house on the edge of the 
Flat, on the edge of the terrace that 
overlooks the west-flowing river. In 
our backyard, the terrace comes to a 
point, carved by the river that turns 
abruptly north at the bend, on the 
edge of Judah’s pasture.

We have our campfire site at 
that point of the terrace. It feels 
like the prow of a ship, and we 
can see up and down river from 
that vantage point. But we weren’t 
the first to choose that camping 
site. This is where we found the 
spearhead-shaped projectile point, 
worked by a human being and then 
dropped or buried more than 7,000 
years ago. This is one of the places 
where the real and the imaginary 

intersect. I have many stories that 
have come from this spot, and there 
are many more to come.

Judah bought eight acres of 
pasture land that spread out along 
the river below the point where 
we found the Archaic Indian arti-
fact. When he bought the land, it 
was already cleared, likely by the 
Pocumtuck or Sokoki. I don’t find 
it ironic that great-grandfather Ju-
dah chose this spot. He himself was 
part Indian, a Nehantic far from his 
ancestral home of the Black Point 
Reservation at the mouth of the 
mighty Connecticut.

We still call Judah’s piece of land 
the Pasture, even though it has gone 
to woodlands since the great floods 
of 1936 and 1938, when the river 
scoured away all the topsoil and 

covered the pasture and fields with 
river-bottom stones.

Even though I spent a lot of time 
visiting grandparents in this ances-
tral home, I never thought I would 
leave my life in France to spend 50 
years in this old house on the Flat. 
But that’s what I’ve gone and done. 
Guess that’s what I was supposed to 
do, to come back here to tell stories 
both real and imaginary about our 
corner of the world.

I marvel at the possibilities of 
this age of satellites and Google 
Earth. You can see the Flat from 
outer space, but just the same, you 
can’t see the stories that have come 
from here. 

For that you need a 
dash of reality, and plenty 
of imagination.

WEST ALONG  from page B1

Another terrain map shows the contours shaping the author’s neighborhood.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Backyard Female; American Bully; Rabid Fox;  
Cheering And Gunfire Both Deemed Reasonable

Monday, 10/3
7:30 a.m. Caller concerned 
that a window screen is on 
the ground at Powertown 
Apartments and the win-
dow to the apartment is 
partially open. Officers 
spoke to resident of  apart-
ment. They know about 
the screen; no issues.
2:43 p.m. Passerby report-
ing a male party skate-
boarding on the corner of  
Avenue A and Third Street. 
Parties moved along.
11:34 p.m. Caller from East 
Main Street states that it 
sounds like there is an al-
tercation of  some sorts 
in the upstairs apartment. 
Caller advises this has hap-
pened before and estimates 
that the noise tonight has 
been going on for 10 to 30 
minutes. Officer advises all 
quiet upon arrival; spoke 
to involved female party; 
no signs of  altercation of  
any kind. Male party was 
noted leaving building. No 
further issues.
Tuesday, 10/4
10:18 a.m. Caller from 
Coolidge Avenue advising 
that a suspicious female is 
walking through people’s 
backyards. Advised of  
complaint.
Wednesday, 10/5
12:34 a.m. Suspicious ac-
tivity report on Randall 
Road. Officer advises noth-
ing suspicious located.
8:05 p.m. Caller states that 
an outside light is flicker-
ing at Couture Brothers 
on Avenue A. Officer con-
tacted building owner to 
let him know.
9:47 p.m. Reports of  neigh-
bor harassment on Randall 
Road. Officer advised.
10:54 p.m. Caller report-
ing an 18-wheeler truck in 
the road on Fourth Street 
and there is smoth [sic] 
coming from it. Shelburne 
Control contacted for FD.
Thursday, 10/6
3:05 a.m. Walk-in who 

works at Judd Wire states 
that he was walking to his 
vehicle after his shift this 
morning and heard a loud 
shriek or yell. Party states 
he only heard the noise 
once, and did not see any-
thing in the area. Party ad-
vises noise came from the 
construction area near his 
job and not by any woods 
or trees. Officer advised of  
call’s nature.
8:20 a.m. Caller from Fifth 
Street reports a sinkhole 
across from her house. 
Message left for DPW.
8:53 a.m. Report of  on-
going issue with illegal 
dumping on Avenue A. 
Officer spoke with manag-
er of  Powertown Apart-
ments. They will work on 
getting the issue resolved.
10:13 a.m. Officers at-
tempting to serve a war-
rant on East Main Street. 
Negative contact.
10:56 a.m. Report of  a 
loose white American 
Bully dog at Peskeomskut 
Park. Last seen headed to-
ward J Street. Second call-
er reports dog was seen 
behind Town Hall. Owner 
of  dog will be en route to 
try to catch the dog.
12:20 p.m. Walk-in from 
Winthrop Street reports 
that his roommate has not 
been seen since he went to 
the Big E on Sunday. En-
tered into NCIC.
2:41 p.m. 911 caller from 
N Street reports being as-
saulted by a female on Sep-
tember 2. The female re-
portedly bumped her with 
her chest and held her dog 
in a threatening manner. 
Advised of  options.
3:28 p.m. Caller reporting 
a rabid fox in the Fairway 
Avenue area. It was sitting 
outside her residence all 
day, and then it ran away. 
Has been seen on Dell 
Street and by the country 
club. Message left for ani-
mal control officer. 

9:28 p.m. 911 caller from 
East Main Street states 
that an intoxicated male 
party is throwing bottles 
and swearing at people. 
Officer advises involved 
party is now inside at a 
friend’s house, where he 
will be staying for the re-
mainder of  the evening.
Friday, 10/7
5:24 a.m. Caller states she 
thinks she just hit a dog on 
Montague City Road and 
now can’t find it. Vehicle 
is driveable. Operator is 
heading to work. Unable to 
locate any kind of  animal.
9:07 a.m. 911 caller re-
ports that a silver Toyo-
ta Corolla with Vermont 
plates almost ran him off  
of  Millers Falls Road. 
Unable to locate.
10:42 a.m. Caller from N 
Street reports ongoing 
harassment from upstairs 
neighbor. Advised of  op-
tions.
10:45 a.m. Employee from 
Great Falls Discovery 
Center reports two paint-
ings stolen. Report taken.
12:14 p.m. Report of  a 
sick fox sitting across 
the street on High Street. 
ACO will be en route.
1:18 p.m. 911 caller re-
ports a white box truck 
with “PLACON” in blue 
lettering took down wires 
on Avenue A and left the 
scene. Shelburne Control 
notified. Officer sent.
1:25 p.m. 911 caller reports 
that a brown SAAB crossed 
over the center line and al-
most struck another vehi-
cle. Last seen pulling into 
the Rendezvous parking 
lot. Officer reports vehicle 
is parked in lot; no operator 
with vehicle.
3:17 p.m. 911 caller from 
J Street states that there 
are parties in the build-
ing who are not supposed 
to be there. Caller states 
they are not causing any 
disturbance at this time. 
No trespass order on file 
for either party. Officer 
called reporting party 
back and left a message.
3:33 p.m. Caller report-
ing that a BB gun was 
shot through his kitch-
en window and the glass 
is broken, as well as the 
headlight on his vehicle. 
Referred to an officer.
8:07 p.m. 911 caller from 
Central Street stated the 
residents of  the second 
floor are being too loud 
and she would like them 
to be quiet. Officer advises 
sound was at a reasonable 
level; advised residents of  
complaint.
8:14 p.m. Caller states that 
there is a potential drunk 
driver over by the bowling 
alley in Erving. Shelburne 
Control advised.
8:17 p.m. Caller states that 
the music coming from the 
Montague Retreat Center 
is too loud. Officer advis-
es that he took noise level 
readings, and nothing was 
above an acceptable level. 

Officer advised both the 
caller and the curator of  
the site.
10:39 p.m. Caller report-
ing that loud cheering and 
music are coming from 
the Montague Retreat. 
Officer took readings in 
front and back yards of  
caller’s residence; he ad-
vises that upon arrival he 
could hear laughter and 
talking, but nothing above 
an acceptable level.
Saturday, 10/8
1:44 a.m. Report of  
neighbor harassment on 
Randall Road. Unfounded.
7:36 a.m. Caller from 
Fifth Street states that 
a dog that bit her last 
week is out walking with 
its owner right now, and 
she wants the police to 
do something about it. 
Officer checked area; un-
able to locate. Caller says 
she suffered no initial in-
jury from the previous 
incident, but feels it nec-
essary to secure the dog 
and owner’s information. 
Caller described the dog 
as a brindle pit bull and 
the owner as a six-foot tall 
male with a unibrow and 
shoulder-length hair. The 
described reportedly told 
the caller before leaving, 
“Don’t call the dog officer.” 
5:01 p.m. Multiple callers 
reporting very loud auto-
matic gunfire coming from 
the backyard of  a residence 
on Turners Falls Road. Ad-
vised of  complaint.
8:22 p.m. Caller reports she 
struck a deer with her ve-
hicle on East Chestnut Hill 
Road. Deer is deceased and 
has been moved off  to the 
side of  the roadway. Caller 
reports heavy-minor dam-
age to the right side of  her 
vehicle and states that she 
does not need an ambu-
lance at this time. Officer 
spoke to caller; unable to 
locate deer.
Sunday, 10/9
9:43 a.m. Caller states that 
the side of  his car was hit 
in the Food City parking 
lot yesterday. Advised of  
options.
11:30 a.m. Walk-in report-
ing that he left his wallet at 
the cash register at Family 
Dollar and when he went 
back, he was told that no 
one had seen it. Officers 
met with store manager 
and advised them of  the 
situation.
2:58 p.m. Caller advises 
that he struck a deer on 
West Chestnut Hill Road 
on Friday night and has 
some minor damage to his 
vehicle. 
4:28 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls Road states 
that a neighbor is shoot-
ing his gun. Officer spoke 
with homeowner and ob-
served range area. Prop-
erty owner was well with-
in legal allowable limits 
of  discharging firearms, 
as well as discharging 
firearm at a reasonable 
time of  day.

SHELBURNE FALLS – The 
Working Weavers organization will 
host its fourth Studio Trail tour on 
Saturday, October 22 and Sunday, 
October 23, with 10 weavers from 
Shelburne Falls, Conway, and Flor-
ence opening their studios to the 
public from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day for demonstrations and sales. 

“We are weavers dedicated to 
bringing handwoven textiles into 
the future,” says Paula Veleta, one 
of two founding members of Work-
ing Weavers. “Our mission is to 
make cloth visible again by produc-
ing and selling high-quality textiles 
as well as by presenting the process 
and the people who make weaving 
their livelihood. We picked October 
for the Studio Trail because it’s fall 
foliage season.”

The organization’s website at 
workingweavers.com offers suggest-
ed routes to the studios and stops 
along the way including restaurants, 
pubs, and local attractions. The in-
formation can be printed from a PDF, 
and guests can RSVP if they choose.

The stops, from Shelburne Falls 
to Florence, are at these studios:

• Peggy Hart and the Western 
Mass Fibershed, 8 Martin Road, 
Shelburne Falls. A production weav-
er who mass produces her cloth on 
mechanical looms, Hart is the found-
ing member of the Western Mass 
Fibershed and the author of Wool: 
Unraveling an American Story of 
Artists and Innovation. She designs, 
produces, and markets blankets.

• Emily Gwynn and guest weav-
er Lisa Bertoldi, 124 North Street, 
Shelburne Falls. Gwynn’s business, 
Hands to Work Textiles, focuses on 
fine table linens influenced by both 
traditional and mid-century Scan-
dinavian design.

• Sue McFarland, 49 Conway 
Street, Shelburne Falls. McFarland’s 
studio, in the former Lamson Cutlery 
Factory in Shelburne Falls, features 
chenille tapestry scarves.

• Lisa Hill and guest weaver Trish 
Colson-Montgomery, 156 Elmer 
Road, Conway. Hill, the master 
weaver behind the business Plain 
Weave, is a teacher, designer, and 
writer who works out of her 1840s 
barn in Conway.

• Scott Norris, 20 Wilder Place, 

Florence. Norris, of Elam’s Widow, 
weaves exclusively hand-dyed fine 
linen for table and kitchen use.

• Chris Hammel, 221 Pine Street, 
Studio #315, Florence. Hammel is a 
scholar, teacher and master weaver 
who directs the Hill Institute and op-
erates her studio, Ekphrasis Defined 
Designs, where she creates exquisite 
textiles for use in home or to wear.

• Paula Veleta and her guest, Judi 
Bajgot, 221 Pine Street, Studio #338, 
Florence. Veleta, of Studio 338 
Handwoven, produces woven fab-
rics in her studio at the Arts & Indus-
try Building in Florence, using the 
intricately designed textiles to create 
household adornments such as wall 
hangings and pillows.

According to Veleta, one of the 
Working Weavers mantras is “Mak-
ing cloth visible again.” “It’s some-
thing all of us use, but we take it for 
granted and don’t realize how it’s 
produced,” she explains. “It’s con-
nected to human existence and has a 
very old history. We like to bring it to 
peoples’ attention again.”

Most of the professionals in the 
group are handweavers who use 
traditional wooden looms with no 
mechanization. Veleta notes that a 
weaver will typically use a comput-
er program to design a pattern, then 
create it on the loom in a painstak-
ing, time-consuming process.

“When it’s all completed, it could 
be ten yards long. It gets cut off the 
loom and wet-finished – basically 
washed and dried – and then made 
into things like linens, pillows, hand-
hemmed kitchen towels or blankets 
with finished edges,” she says.

 In 2016 Veleta and a colleague, 
Marilyn Webster from Conway, 
founded Working Weavers, and in 
2017 they hosted the first Studio 
Trail, modeled after pottery tours in 
the Valley. The Studio Trail was held 
in 2018 and 2019, going on hiatus 
during the height of the pandemic. 
The tour typically generates about 
1,000 visitors. “We’re excited to be 
doing it again,” Veleta said, noting 
most of the original group of weav-
ers will be involved this year. 

For more information or to sign 
up, contact Veleta at paulaerk@com-
cast.net or (413) 320-0808, or visit 
www.workingweavers.com.

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT

Weavers Host ‘Studio Trail’

FRANKLIN COUNTY – The Frank-
lin County Solid Waste Management 
District is holding its fall “Clean Sweep” 
Bulky Waste Recycling Day next Saturday, 
October 22 from 9 a.m. to noon. The three 
drop-off sites are Mohawk Trail Regional 
School at 26 Ashfield Road (Route 112 
South), the Northfield Highway Garage at 
49 Caldwell Road, and the Whately Trans-
fer Station at 73 Christian Lane.

Residents from any District towns may 
bring bulky items such as tires, appliances, 
scrap metal, furniture, mattresses, carpet-
ing, construction debris, computers, tele-
visions, and propane gas tanks. Materials 
will be recycled whenever possible.

There are charges for most items. Dis-
posal fees, cash only, will be collected 
during check-in at each site. A complete 
list of prices for the most common items 
is at franklincountywastedistrict.org. The 
price list has also been provided to partic-
ipating town halls and transfer stations, as 
supplies last. Residents and businesses do 
not need to pre-register.

Electronics are accepted at the event, 

but residents are also encouraged to recy-
cle computer equipment and televisions 
at their town’s transfer station, or at the 
Greenfield Transfer Station. Staples stores 
accept computer equipment (no TVs) free 
of charge: call your local store for details. 
Various charities and non-profits accept 
donations of working electronics, includ-
ing local Salvation Army and Goodwill 
stores. Always call ahead to ask if they 
can accept your item.

Clean, dry textiles and books are accept-
ed for free at this collection. Textiles must 
be inside a sturdy plastic bag. 95% of tex-
tiles can be recycled or reused; clothing or 
linens that are torn, stained, with missing 
buttons or broken zippers can be recycled 
into insulation. Acceptable items include 
clean and dry clothing, shoes, and acces-
sories; plus curtains, sheets, towels and 
stuffed animals in any condition – except 
moldy or wet. Books can be in any condi-
tion except moldy or wet, and can be hard-
cover or paperback. No encyclopedias.

Bulky rigid plastics will be collected for 
a special recycling program; $5 per load. 

Plastic items larger than 2.5 gallons are too 
bulky to be processed with regular house-
hold recycling, but some items can be col-
lected separately and recycled. Acceptable 
items for this special bulky rigid plastic re-
cycling program are limited to these items 
only: 5-gallon pails; plastic lawn furniture; 
plastic trash barrels; recycling bins; laun-
dry baskets; storage totes; and milk crates. 
Anything else is unacceptable for this re-
cycling program, and would have to go 
in bulky waste (trash). Bulky rigid plastic 
items must be empty and free of batteries, 
soil, rocks, and liquids.

Solid Waste District member towns 
are Bernardston, Buckland, Charlemont, 
Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, Erving, Gill, 
Hawley, Heath, Leverett, Montague, New 
Salem, Northfield, Orange, Rowe, Shel-
burne, Sunderland, Warwick, Wendell, and 
Whately. For more information, contact 
the District office at info@franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org or (413) 772-2438. MA 
Relay for the hearing impaired: 711 or 1 
(800) 439-2370 (TTY/TDD). The District 
is an equal opportunity provider. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Got Bulky Waste? Make It a ‘Clean Sweep’!
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muzzle loader, and of strangling a wolverine that he 
subsequently fashioned into a winter hat. 

A Vet Seeks Refuge
A Jacksonville, Florida native, Atkinson was an 

honorably discharged  Navy corpsman who took 
wounded soldiers off of helicopters in Vietnam, some-
times putting them straight into body bags. He sought 
refuge and found it deep in the wilderness, in a haven 
he called Val Halla from a verse in Norse mythology.

He didn’t know he’d put an arrow through a young 
girl’s heart, and was unaware of her first try to meet 
him. After landing in Great Falls, Chappell was sum-
moned to the airport telephone. “Do you know what 
you’ve done?! What were you thinking?! The school 
called. We thought you were dead!”

After making the requisite apologies, Chappell re-
turned to Emma Willard. She was an honor student 
and member of the student council and her behavior 
was attributed to teenage whimsy.

Undaunted, she wrote to Atkinson and told him she 
wanted to live with him. His response: “Whoa, Annie 
Chappell…”

What man wouldn’t warm to the idea of having a 
young woman help with the chores, cook dinner and be 
a companion? First, he told her, she’d need to learn how 
to “ride a horse bareback at breakneck speed, throw a 
tomahawk, gut a rabbit, kill with a rifle…”

These challenges only added to her resolve, and at the 
end of June 1974, her mother loaded her up with birth 
control pills, and she got a ride 1,000 miles north to the 
outskirts of Val Halla. “He saw me as a kid and not a 
mate,” said Chappell. “He tolerated me. He could be fun. 
He could be kind, but he could get really pissy. He was 
never a brute, and he never really frightened me.”

Chores included doing laundry outside in a 
gas-powered washer machine, cranking the grinding 
wheel for Atkinson to sharpen blades, lighting the 
morning fire, and shivering her way to the outhouse.

Ultimately, she wrote, “The solitude was not the 
comfortable peace I expected.”

She never complained. She washed feces out of a 
bear’s intestines until the river water flowed through it 
like a hose. She killed chickens and helped Atkinson 
slaughter the pig she’d come to call Woink.

During a hot spell in July she went to the stream 
to feel “the cool air flowing along the water” and saw 
a grizzly bear rise from the bushes. “Shimmering a 
tawny gold, [she] was slightly above me and looked 
enormous. We looked at each other and she turned her 
head and slowly continued on her path.”

Recounting the experience she chuckled and said, 
“That could have been the end of me. No book.”

Living on Life’s Terms
She wrote home constantly to rail against the gov-

ernment and warn her parents: “Rip out the roses and 
plant a huge vegetable garden… chuck all the applianc-
es and get two goats.”  

After one particularly vitriolic missive her mother 
rebutted: “What I don’t understand is your total den-
igration of ‘White Man’ & your complete sympathy 
with the American Indian. They didn’t choose their 
way of life, they were faced with it….”

The letters home, said Chappell, “helped me process 
my confusion. My parents were concerned, and they 
were forgiving of my fits and starts.”

In October when the cold seeped through the cab-
in and flurries swirled in the wind, Chappell decided 
she’d had enough.

Atkinson of course remained and still lives in wil-
derness, albeit in Wyoming and not Val Halla.

“The world I launched into was trial by fire and I 
ultimately didn’t survive.”

She returned home, enrolled at Colorado College, and 
got on with her life. One day her mother said, “Babesy, 
I’ve saved all the letters. It would be a great book.”

Away Up the North Fork will be released on No-
vember 8, and Chappell has two options. She can sell 
it herself for the full $17.95 value, or list it on Amazon 
and get $3 per sale.

“I’m selling it myself,” she said, and added that a 
portion of the proceeds will go to Save the Yellow-
stone Grizzly.

She lives with her husband in Northfield where she 
teaches drawing, tends to her garden, and plays old-
time string music with friends.

“Everybody has a coming of age time in their life, 
and this was mine,” she said. Then, in her 
usual mirthful manner, she added: “A second 
book is definitely not in my future.”

NORTH FORK from page B1

By REPORTER STAFF

This summer we invited peo-
ple to submit design proposals for 
a special Wrapping Paper Issue, 
to be printed in November. This 
fundraiser for the Montague Re-
porter will feature full color de-
signs printed on double pages of 
newsprint, meant to wrap pres-
ents in. We received 34 submis-
sions to our call.

Seven of these pages will fea-
ture the work of local artists cho-
sen from the proposals we have 
received, with a cover image cre-
ated using MoRe headers from the 
past year.

We are so excited to bring 
these wonderful designs to life in 
this special issue, which will go to 
press on Thanksgiving week! We 

have asked each art-
ist the same 

t h r e e 

questions. 
 Sunny Allis answers us this 

week. Sunny presented a design 
of bright, multi-colored, abstract 
shapes sprinkled across the page. 

MR: What would you want 
your wrapping paper to say, and 
feel like, for the person it is being 
gifted to?

SA: I want my wrapping paper 
to communicate joy, exuberance, 
and play for the person it is being 
gifted to.

MR: What gifts would you 
want to receive wrapped in your 
paper?

SA: Books, toys, homemade 
cookies, preserves, or other hand-
made holiday treats.

MR: What other gifts have 
newspapers given you over the 
years?

SA: Newspapers help me 
stay connected to my local 
community, and provide me 
with a variety of perspec-
tives that expand my under-
standing of the world. 

I love sitting with a cup 
of coffee in the morning 
and reading the newspaper 
– it’s one of my favorite 
activities! A great way to 
start the day.

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – The Greatest 
Beer Run Ever sounds like such a 
ridiculous story that it can’t be true. 
But it is a true story about this guy 
named John “Chickie” Donohue, 
played by Zac Efron, who went to 
Vietnam in 1967 to deliver beer to 
his friends who were serving over 
there. This ended up having a doc-
umentary made about it, and a best-
selling book to its name. 

This film was an AppleTV orig-
inal which premiered on September 
30 in theaters, including the Green-
field Garden Cinema. The Garden 
likes doing promotional events in 
connection with certain films play-
ing there, and this movie is no ex-
ception; during the film’s premiere 
week, they sold Pabsts for a dollar. 
They even had a big sign for the deal 
outside of the theater. Besides the 
beer, employees wore hats with the 
logo of the brand, which I believe 
was the same beer the guy gives to 
soldiers in the movie. 

Chickie is a guy who sleeps till 
noon, and doesn’t really follow 
through on things. The idea didn’t 

even come from him. It came from 
a friend of his, played by Bill Mur-
ray. He decides to do this, and he 
ends up getting lucky and finding a 
ship going to Vietnam.

A few relatives of the soldiers 
give him things to give them along 
with the beers. However, a family 
member and the soldiers there act 
like it’s insane for him to be doing 
this. He does end up giving the beers 
to some of the friends he encounters, 
but he also experiences some of the 
realities of the Vietnam War.

MOVIE REVIEW

The Greatest Beer Run Ever (AppleTV, 2022)
The film does a very good job of 

capturing how unpopular this war 
was in some scenes, and with a few 
lines that people said. One is “Tell-
ing the truth is supporting them.” 
“You don’t have to be here, but you 
came here” is the other.

After some time, he starts to get 
a pretty good idea of why people 
feel the way they do about his idea, 
and because of that, he tries his 
best to get out of the place. He runs 
into a few bumps along the road.

He does have one bit of luck when 
he is mistaken for a CIA agent, which 
allows him to get help with getting to 
certain locations, but that backfires 
on him. A photojournalist played by 
Russell Crowe tries to help him get 
out, but that had a detour to it when 
he learns of the possibility of anoth-
er friend being killed. He is able to 
find out what has happened with the  
photojournalist’s help. 

He is doing this just as he learns 
that another friend has been report-
ed M.I.A. I don’t want to spoil the 
whole movie for you, but the friends 
who he ends up encountering over 
there do make it back home. This 
movie held my attention.

MR Wrapping Paper Edition

Artist Profile #2

EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT

At the Brick House: Solidarity 
With Phillipine Farmers!

TURNERS FALLS – Farmers 
make up the majority of the Phil-
lipines’ population. Despite this, 
the majority of Filipinos experience 
food insecurity and poverty due to 
economic policies in the country, 
which are imposed by a puppet 
government retained by the US. 
Filipino landless peasant farmers 
are especially vulnerable, and suffer 
from land-grabbing, resource theft, 
and state violence at the hands of 
landlord and state forces. 

Through centuries of colonial 
and neocolonial subjugation, the 
people of the Phillipines have never 
ceased to struggle for their self-de-
termination and sovereignty, and to-
day serve as an inspiration to liber-

ation movements across the world. 
Join the Liyang Network West-

ern Mass and the Anti-Imperialist 
Action Committee to learn more 
about what that struggle looks like 
today, and why international soli-
darity is crucial.

Advocates and student research-
ers will report back from their time 
with farmers in the Phillipines at 
the Brick House Community Re-
source Center, 24 Third Street in 
Turners Falls, from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. next  Sunday, October 23.

Masks are required, and onsite 
childcare is available. For more in-
formation and accessibility needs, 
contact liyangwesternmass@
gmail.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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GREENFIELD – This month 
I’ve decided to further investigate 
fennel, a member of the Apiaceae 
family that includes carrot and pars-
ley. It can be found now in farmers’ 
markets and in your farm shares. A 
cousin to cumin, dill, caraway, and 
anise, all of which have aromatic 
fruits commonly called seeds, fen-
nel is a perennial herb that is used 
as a vegetable, a kitchen herb, and 
as a medicine.

There are many varieties of fen-
nel, including common fennel, sweet 
fennel, wild fennel, bronze fennel, 
Florence fennel, bulb fennel, finoc-
chio, Roman fennel, and wild pepper 
fennel. What we grow here in west-
ern Massachusetts is more likely the 
common variety, sometimes also re-
ferred to as sweet or wild fennel.

Indigenous to Mediterranean 
shores, fennel became naturalized 
in northern Europe, Australia, and 
North America and is cultivated 
worldwide, especially on dry soil 
near the ocean and on riverbanks. 
Most fennel seed that we use in the 
US is imported from Egypt.

Used by ancient Egyptians as food 
and medicine, as a snake bite remedy 
in China, and hung from doorways 
to drive away evil spirits during the 
Middle Ages, fennel also has a long 
history of use as a weight-loss aid 
and as a “carminative,” a treatment 
for flatulence and bloating. The lat-
ter use was approved by the German 
Commission E, a scientific advisory 
board, along with the seeds and oil, 
both used as short-term treatments 
for dyspepsia and upper respiratory 
catarrh (a buildup of mucus).

Fennel produces a crisp white 
bulb that can be eaten along with the 
young, tender fronds and celery-like 
stems. It’s used in salads and add-
ed to grain and fish dishes, and the 
seeds can be brewed into a stom-
ach-soothing tea recommended for 
colicky babies. 

As mentioned, it helps with 
gas and bloat, so adding about a 
half-teaspoon of crushed fennel 
seeds to the cooking water of cab-
bage, onion, and broccoli will re-
duce the gas-provoking compounds 
present in those foods.  

During Lent and other fasts, fen-
nel seeds are consumed to stave off 
hunger, and if you’ve ever eaten in 
an Indian restaurant, you’ve often 

found a small dish of them by the 
cash register; they’re offered as a 
breath freshener, as they stimulate 
saliva production and sweeten your 
breath. Fennel oil has been said to 
be antimicrobial and antioxidant, in 
addition to its use as an antispasmod-
ic to control gut issues like irritable 
bowel syndrome (IBS).

Fennel has been used for millen-
nia to encourage menstruation and 
lactation; to facilitate birth; and even 
as an aphrodisiac, believed to in-
crease libido because of its high lev-
els of phytoestrogens. In the 1930s, 
some interest was shown in using it 
as a source of synthetic estrogen for 
hormonal balance. 

One historical tidbit about fennel 
is that in the Greek language, fennel 
means “marathon.” In 490 BC an 
Athenian named Pheidippides car-
ried a fennel stalk on his two-day, 
150-mile run to gather up soldiers in 
Sparta to fight the battle of Marathon 
against Persia. The battle is said to 
have been fought in a field of fennel. 

When considering whether to 
grow fennel, know that it’s a great 
choice for a perennial garden in 
Zones 4 through 9, while planted as 
an annual in the colder zones. It is a 
great addition to an herb garden, not 
just for its beautiful feathery fronds 
and great taste, but because it attracts 
Swallowtail butterflies to gardens. 
The larval Swallowtail feeds on the 
leaves of fennel without destroy-
ing the plant, and the adults act as  
pollinators.

In the kitchen, fennel seeds can 
be used to bake into bread, biscuits, 

After cutting off  the green fronds of  fennel and setting them aside for another use,  
the author removes the tough outer leaves from the bulb before chopping or slicing it.

stuffing, and Italian sausages, add-
ed to sweet pickles and sauerkraut, 
and served as a complement to 
asparagus, tomato, and cucumber. 
Stems can be grilled with fish, 
meats, and vegetables, and leaves 
can be added to salads, olives, fish, 
and snails, or used as a garnish. 
Bronze fennel makes an especially 
attractive garnish.

The essential oil extracted from 
fennel seeds is added to perfumes, 
soaps, pharmaceuticals, and cos-
metics. Its familiar flavor can be 
tasted in liqueurs like sambuca, in 
non-alcoholic beverages, and, with 
its breath-freshening properties, in 
toothpaste.

I was not exposed to fennel until 
I came to New England. I’m sure 
it was available on the west coast, 
but it never seemed to have made it 
into my mother’s kitchen. Now that 
I work on a farm and have been in-
troduced to new things like fennel, 
kohlrabi, and celeriac, I can’t get 
enough of eating them all.

My favorite way to consume fen-
nel is to roast it coated in olive oil 
and seasoned with kosher salt or 
marinate it in lemon juice with par-
mesan cheese, salt, and pepper. Both 
preparations soften and sweeten the 
bulbs. I’ll leave you with two simple 
recipes to make both versions.

Trouble lives in Greenfield with 
Wifey and Mama Catt Elliott and 
manages the office part-time for 
a nearby farm. She loves to talk, 
read, write, garden/farm, cook, 
and make art.

Using fresh fennel, cut off the 
greens and reserve them to use 
elsewhere – you can add them 
to soups, stews, pestos, or vinai-
grettes for added flavor. Remove 
the tough outer layers of the bulb, 
cutting each one into wedges.

Toss with olive oil and kosher 

salt, and spread onto a baking 
sheet lined with parchment paper.

Bake at 450° for 20 minutes 
until browned. The bulbs will be-
come tender and juicy with just the 
right amount of caramelization for 
sweetness. Squeeze on some lem-
on juice, and enjoy. 

ROASTED FENNEL

Slice a fennel bulb into wedges, drizzle with olive oil and a pinch of  kosher 
salt, and roast at 450 for 20 minutes. The result is juicy, tender, and sweet 

from caramelization. Try adding fennel when roasting root veggies.

Remove the greens and tough 
outer layers of the bulb, and slice 
it as thin as possible. (I use a man-
doline.)

Cover with lemon juice – try it 

with Meyer’s lemon juice, which is 
a bit less tart – and let it marinate 
for a couple of hours in the fridge to 
soften. Add a handful of parmesan 
cheese, salt, and pepper, and enjoy.

FENNEL SALAD

Thinly sliced fennel macerating in lemon juice overnight 
will tenderize it. With the addition of  parmesan cheese, 
kosher salt, and pepper, it makes a tart, lemony treat. 

MANDESON PHOTOS

By HANNAH BROOKMAN

TURNERS FALLS – Follow 
along on a stroll during Canal 
Draw Down Week to learn about 
the history of the Turners Falls 
power canal, and observe the canal 
while it is empty. MCTV follows 
Janel as she answers questions and 
explores the history and ecology of 
the Turners Falls Dam. 

And you can “Let Food Be Your 
Medicine” with Lenore Alaniz, as 
she presents the art show she in-
stalled at the Great Falls Discovery 
Center. 

Last week’s Montague select-
board meeting and dog hearing are 
also updated on the MCTV Vimeo, 

and will be playing on Channel 17.
All community members are 

welcome to submit their videos to 
be aired on Channel 17 and featured 
on the MCTV Vimeo page. MCTV 
is always available to assist in local 
video production as well. Cameras, 
tripods, and lighting equipment are 
available for checkout, and filming 
and editing assistance can be pro-
vided. And remember, MCTV is 
still looking for board members!

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? If you 
get in touch, we can show you 
how easy it is to use a camera 
and capture the moment. Contact 
us at (413) 863-9200 or infomon-
taguetv@gmail.com.

Montague Community Television News 

Drained & Explained
EXHIBITS
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Migrations, cel-
ebrating the human and natural 
diversity of the upper Connecti-
cut River Valley and the Ameri-
cas. Colorful paintings curated 
by GuateMaya Art and Culture 
Connection depict scenes inte-
gral to village life, Mayan culture, 
and the history of Lake Atitlan. 
Through November 1.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Interotine, mixed-media work by 
Turners Falls resident Desi Low-
it. Through November.
Leverett Crafts & Arts, Lever-
ett: Out of the Shadows. Twelve 
artists traverse the border be-
tween worlds and find refuge in 
hidden realms. Through October. 

Artspace Gallery, Greenfield: 
Botanical Portraits, by fine art 
flower photographer and grower 
Jean Gran. Through October 28. 
LAVA Center and Looky Here, 
Greenfield. Heart’s Desire, Su-
san Crolius and Art + Soul. A 
retrospective of art and events 
over the last nine years by the 
Art + Soul community. Listen to 
live and virtual readings. Events 
throughout October listed at  
localaccess.org. 
Memorial Hall, Deerfield: 
Landscape paintings by Robert 
Strong Woodward (1885-1957). 
Through October. 
Fiddleheads Gallery, North-
field: Sticks & Stones. Artists 
interpret the whimsical theme of 
sticks and/or stones in sculpture, 
mixed media, mosaic, fiber art, 
and more. Through November 6.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel-
burne Falls: William Hays, col-
or-reduction woodcut and linocut 
prints of the New England land-
scape and architecture. Carolyn 
Webb, drawings and prints using 
patterns surrounding grief, col-
ors, reflections. Through October.
Shelburne Arts Coop Gallery, 
Shelburne Falls: Local Col-
or. Member artists and crafters 
present their work. Through Oc-
tober. 
Gallery A3, Amherst: Deci-
phered Objects, Laura Holand. 
Artist’s books telling the stories 
of everyday objects. Through 
October. 
Anchor House of Artists, 
Northampton: Any Body: Po-
ems, Portraits, & Poses, paint-
ings by Rachel Jenkins. Through 
October 21.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Reporter is looking for vol-
unteers to help us curate this 
listing. Interested? Contact us at 
editor@montaguereporter.org!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13
Palladium, Worcester: Carnifex, 
Spite, Oceano, more. $. 6 p.m.
The Drake, Amherst: The Hunt-
ress and Holder of Hands, 
Dead Gowns. $. 7 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
June Star. Free. 9 p.m. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14
Pioneer Valley Brewing, Turn-
ers Falls: The Upstairs District. 
Free. 7 p.m. 
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Soul Magnets. $. 7:30 p.m. 
10 Forward, Greenfield: Other 
Layers, Ice Rasta, Heartbal-
loon, DJ Kief Sweat. $. 8 p.m. 
Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: The Wallbangers, Shrill 
Pill, Eleanor Levine. $. 8 p.m.
The Wheelhouse at Hawks & 
Reed, Greenfield: Jules Findlay, 

FB Blacc, Kiexiza Rodriquez, 
Tuneleef, more. $. 10 p.m. 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
Element Brewing, Millers Falls: 
Cyrus & Oz. Free. 4 p.m.
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Skel-
lz, The Humans Being, more. $. 
5 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewing, Turners 
Falls: Chick-n-Wire. Free. 7 p.m.
Luthier’s Co-op, Easthampton: 
The 413s. $. 7 p.m 
Nova Arts, Keene: The Hunt-
ress and Holder of Hands, 
Dead Gowns. $. 7 p.m. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Cinemastorm movie double fea-
ture: Back to the Future (1985), 
Children of the Corn  (1984); 
discussion with the films’ editor, 
Harry Keramidas. Free. 7 p.m.
10 Forward, Greenfield: Red 
Jasper, Ollie Schecter, DJ Bux 
Wild. $. 8 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Just 
Fine Thank You Band.  9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
10 Forward, Greenfield: Spirits 
of Leo, Old Moon, Dutch Ex-
perts, Clock Serum. $. 7 p.m. 
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Goblet, Faced, Screams of 
Hockomock, Machine Gun 
Mayhem, Bent. $. 7 p.m. 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
DCU Center, Worcester: Iron 
Maiden. $. 7 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Wes Brown with Matan Rubin-
stein. Free. 8 p.m.
Stone Church, Brattleboro: 
Sam Amidon / Marc Ribot Duo, 
Chris Weisman. $. 8 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
10 Forward, Greenfield: El-
eanor Levine & Band, Ruddy 
Duck, 2/3rds the Bird. $. 7 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Vi-
mana. Free. 9 p.m.
The Drake, Amherst: Imarhan, 
Harman, The Haughey Cello 

Project. $. 8 p.m. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Eggtooth Productions presents 
A Happening. $. 7 p.m. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Dance party 
with 2 Car Garage. $. 7:30 p.m.
Pioneer Valley Brewing, Turn-
ers Falls: Halloween Party with 
Bobby C. 8 p.m.
Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro: 
Film, Belladonna of Sadness 
(1974) with live soundtrack by 
The Empyreans. $. 8 p.m. 
Academy of Music, Northamp-
ton: Jonathan Richman, Tom-
my Larkins. $. 8 p.m. 
Marigold Theater, Easthampton: 
Liz Bills & the Change, Sandy 
Bailey (full band). $. 9 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
A.P.I.E., Luxor Rentals, Blues 
Ambush (solo). Free. 9:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
Great Falls Festival, Turners 
Falls: After Glo, James Blonde, 

Curly Fingers Dupree, Jimmy 
Just Quit, No Joke, Tommy 
Fuentes Band, Adelaide Faye & 
Peter Kim, Eli Elkus, many more 
performers, vendors, children’s 
activities, etc. Free. 12 p.m.
Shutesbury Athletic Club: The 
Cropdusters, The Green Sisters, 
Wild Bill and the Flying Sparks, 
The Pistoleros. $. 4 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: La 
Neve, Feminine Aggression, 
Valley Gals. $. 7 p.m. 
The Drake, Amherst: Fracture 
Type, Crash the Owl Party, My 
Friend Tony. $. 8 p.m. 
Race Street Live, Holyoke: Ti-
tus Andronicus, Country West-
erns. $. 8 p.m. 
Hutghi’s at the Nook, Westfield: 
Wishful Thinking, The Agonizers, 
The Schenectavoids. $. 8 p.m.
Marigold Theater, Easthamp-
ton: Wild Pink, Gold Dust, Lost 
Film. $. 9 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Robert Ashley. Free. 9:30 p.m.

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATION

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM !!!
VPIOSAIOV  A  DOOR  

RAYO  M  DABIOLS  PD  
IE  PUL  AIMBALMSAPL.  

-  RARE  SPIRAL
CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: 

INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

GET YOUR AUDIT ON By DAISY REED

Submit your comics (and puzzles) to editor@montaguereporter.org. 
Original & local creations only, please!

JAN ATAMIAN  ILLUSTRATION
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By RICHARD ANDERSEN

MONTAGUE CENTER – You 
may find it interesting to know that 
master quilter Ann Feitelson has 
multiple degrees in art, including 
a Master of Fine Arts degree from 
the highly regarded Tyler School; 
seven artist residencies, including 
a stay at the famous Yadoo Colony; 
10 achievement awards, includ-
ing the Purple Ribbon Exception-
al Merit Award from the Vermont 
Quilt Festival; 15 book covers and 
articles featuring her work and 
commentary about her quilts, as 
well as The Art of Fair Isle Knit-
ting, a book she wrote that has been 
in print for more than 17 years.

Fortunately, you don’t have to 
know any of this to understand, ap-
preciate, enjoy, and reel in delight 
over the glorious coalescence of 
colors and designs and images that 
explode from the quilts on display at 
the Montague Center Library from 
October 24 through November 9.

Ann expresses what you’re 
looking at this way: “Little patterns 
and big patterns heighten each oth-
er and fall into place against each 
other. This ideal world of gorgeous 
color and rhythmically playing 
patterns allows me to express what 
seem like my deepest yearnings 
and deepest truths.” 

How does Ann manage to bring 
together the many varying tasks of 
imagining, selecting, measuring, 
cutting, piecing together, pressing 
into place, and finally stitching the 
patterns that hold the top, bottom, 
and backing together to form a 
work of art that is unlike in range, 
depth, and material expression 
anything you have probably ever 
seen before or ever will see any-
where else? 

She slows down and concentrates. 
Deciding which shape goes 

with which color, and “where I 
can change and add and subtract 

EXHIBIT PREVIEW 

Not Your Everyday Quilts: 
Stunning Work by Ann Feitelson

major and minor elements,” Ann 
says, ”can take up to a year to 
complete.” You really have to love 
what you do to spend a year of your 
life working on a single quilt. The 
average size is a little more than 40 
by 56 inches.

Ann developed a passion for 
sewing and knitting under the in-
spired and inspiring tutelage of 
her mom. Whatever projects they 
worked on, their focus and most of 
their pleasure came from the myri-
ad of intense colors they were able 
to produce. 

But for Ann, sewing and knitting 
didn’t quite measure up to art with 
a capital A. Swayed by her ambi-
tion (with a capital A), she earned 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts at Middle-
bury, learned about Big Art from 
studying the Renaissance masters 
in Rome, completed a Master of 
Fine Arts in Art History from the 
University of Massachusetts, and 
taught at both Hollins College and 
Syracuse University before recog-
nizing and accepting the truth of a 
revelation at the Abstract Design 

in American Quilt Exhibit at the 
Whitney Museum in 1971.

Like many revelations, this 
one took some time to become an 
epiphany. Since 1999, however, 
Ann has been channeling her art 
school ambition into what she sees 
she was destined to do since she 
was a child creating shapes and 
colors alongside her mom. 

The quilts that have resulted, 
Ann says, are about “our place 
in the cosmos, the rivers we flow 
along with the thrills of our sens-
es, and all the feelings of being  
human.” 

A reception for this show will 
be held at the Montague Center 
Library on Wednesday, October 26 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. All are invit-
ed. The library’s regular hours are 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 2 
to7 p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Should you like to have 
work displayed at the library, visit 
librarian Kate Martineau during 
opening hours or telephone her at 
367-2852.

Feitelson’s 40-by-56-inch quilt Full Circle (2014) is on display 
with two others at the Montague Center Library later this month.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ARTIST

this not at one of the five colleges, 
but at our own Common Hall.” 

The longest of the event’s 11 
films has a run time of 22 minutes, 
and the shortest just two minutes. 
The theme that unites all of the films 
is “place and placemaking,” which 
in Bliss’s words includes “the inter-
weaving of human life, and more 
than human life.” The concept of 
place, she explains, includes the 
rhythm of the seasons, human labor, 
agriculture, and ecology, and place-
making “is the way that we actually 
actively engage with that.” 

While none of the films are about 
the Connecticut River itself, about 
a quarter of them were shot in the 
Connecticut River Valley, and are 
about people and places here. 

One film, Helios, is a five-minute 
time-lapse film capturing cacti and 
succulents over the course of a year. 
Another, Łódź, is about violent trau-
ma and dislocation during World 
War II, and its lasting impact on a 
family through many generations. 

The second-shortest film, called 
Quaker City Home Movies: Pressing 
Cider, is an impromptu recording 
of an apple cider pressing in a New 
Hampshire community. Bliss’s own 
film Unless You’re Living It will also 
be among the works presented. 

Most of the films being presented 
on Saturday have been shown before, 
but one will be making its premiere: 
an “exquisite corpse” film created 
collaboratively by each of the fea-
tured artists. The project began with 

100 feet of film, and each filmmaker 
was given a certain portion of the roll 
to shoot however they pleased. The 
physical film was shipped from art-
ist to artist, each shooting their por-
tion without seeing what had already 
been captured on the film. 

The final work is to be presented 
unedited at Saturday’s event with 
live, improvised musical accompa-
niment from Montague musicians 
Brian Rodrigues and Leo Hwang.

“People are used to thinking 
about moving image as entertain-
ment or educational,” Bliss told the 
Reporter. “But this sort of moving 
image – this experimental or artist 
film – really opens up into a whole 
other category. It’s film as art, film 
as poetry, film as a place that engag-
es memory and history and beauty 
and light and rhythm... It’s an art 
form where maybe more questions 
are raised than answered.”

Bliss says she’s been interested 
in putting this collection together 
to try to raise one question in par-
ticular: “Could we say that there 
are any particular qualities that dis-
tinguish filmmaking that comes out 
of this region?” She hopes that au-
dience members will ponder this as 
they watch the films, and discuss it 
during a question and answer ses-
sion with some of the filmmakers 
after the screening.

“I have some of my own con-
clusions,” she adds, “but maybe 
I want to leave that for 
people to think about for 
themselves.”

FILMS from page B1

60 episodes 
are now available!

Look for us on  
Apple/iTunes, Spotify, 

Stitcher, Anchor, 
Castbox, and elsewhere...

The Montague Reporter Podcast
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