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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Board Votes for May 22
Town Meeting, Under Tent

By JEFF SINGLETON

“Outside is fine. I don’t have a
problem with it,” said Montague
selectboard member Chris Boutwell
on Monday night. “Whenever it is,
we have to do it.”

“Yes, we have to do it,” said
chair Rich Kuklewicz, followed by
member Mike Nelson: “Let’s do it
outside and have it done with.”

“It” in this case refers to the
Montague annual town meeting,
which the selectboard has been
discussing for at least a month. To
the apparent relief of all concerned,
the board voted Monday evening to
hold town meeting out in the spring
air on Saturday, May 22 — most like-
ly under a tent, if one is available.

The vote followed a detailed and
complex analysis by town adminis-

trator Steve Ellis of a survey gaug-
ing the preferences of town meet-
ing members. The survey, to which
75% of those members with email
responded, appeared to show that
a virtual town meeting over Zoom
was the preference of a small ma-
jority. But a closer analysis showed
that the “first choice” of a majority
was for an outside meeting, with the
numbers split between those with
differing tent preferences.

Furthermore, a significant num-
ber of respondents had a Zoom
meeting as their last choice. “This
shows the undesirability, for a part
of our population, of a remote meet-
ing,” Ellis pointed out.

After this analysis both Boutwell
and Nelson immediately voiced sup-
port for an outdoor meeting similar

see MONTAGUE page A7

Leverett Pond Herbicide Plan
Included on Con Com Agenda

The manmade pond’ longtime stewardship group is accused of prioritizing
recreational use over ecological concerns in its plan to address invasive plants.

By SARAH ROBERTSON

LEVERETT - Residents criti-
cal of ongoing weed management
practices on Leverett Pond are urg-
ing the conservation commission to
reconsider the terms of a permit that
would allow for continued use of
herbicides and hydro-raking by the
Friends of Leverett Pond, a private
group dedicated to its stewardship.

After hydro-raking by contractor
SOLitude Lake Management was
halted suddenly last June for lack-
ing proper permits, some locals are
giving the wetlands permitting pro-
cess renewed scrutiny, saying the
herbicides cause harm to animals
and native vegetation.

The weed management plan will
be discussed at a conservation com-
mission meeting on May 3.

According to Friends of Leverett
Pond (FLP) member Mitchell Mul-
holland, the plan focuses mainly on
fighting an invasive species called
variable milfoil and preserving the
ecological balance of the pond. “The
herbicide is carefully dosed to just
kill the targeted species, and does an
excellent job of that,” Mulholland
wrote in an email to the Reporter.
“The use of herbicides is not a long-
term solution to control of invasive
plants and the FLP does not propose
its use as such. It is one tool that
helps control them.”

Among the Leverett residents
who oppose the use of herbicides is
Kemper Carlsen, a former wildlife
biologist with the Nature Conser-
vancy. Carlsen said the “targeted”
application of chemicals in a water

see POND page A4

Tree Advisors Brush Up Bylaw,
Still Hope tor Spring Meeting

By JEFF SINGLETON

MONTAGUE - The Montague
tree advisory committee updated a
proposed new tree bylaw on Tues-
day evening based on input at a
public hearing a week earlier, and
hopes the document will be placed
on the annual town meeting agenda
this spring. Committee members
believe that the bylaw is time-sen-
sitive, in part because they will be
receiving and planting hundreds of
new trees this summer, funded by
a state grant.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to replace large numbers

of trees that have been cut down
in recent years,” said tree advisory
chair David Detmold, noting that
the goal is to protect the new plant-
ings from damage from roadside
parking, or from pruning and cut-
ting for construction.

Most of the proposed bylaw
tracks closely with the state’s pub-
lic shade tree law, Chapter 87 of the
Massachusetts General Law. The
tree committee has also consulted
the tree bylaws of other towns in the
region and added some features that
are unique to Montague.

The bylaw includes sections

see TREE page A7

GETTING THERE
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Xander Sylvain and Tracy Rogers of FRCOG sign in patients last Friday.

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS - “We got
a lot of extra doses, so that makes
it a little hectic, but we’re happy
with it,” Tracy Rogers told me last
Friday after registering me as the
561st patient to receive a Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine in the Franklin
County Tech School gymnasium. “I
think we had 561 doses, total.”

Rogers manages the emergency
management program at the Frank-
lin Regional Council of Govern-
ments (FRCOG), which has been
running ‘“‘spoke” clinics like last
week’s in several towns, though it
will soon concentrate operations
at Greenfield Community College.
“The vaccine isn’t flowing very
quickly, so it will be more efficient
in one spot for a while,” Rogers said.

As of last week’s clinic, a full
40% of Franklin County’s roughly
70,000 residents had received at
least their first vaccine dose, ac-
cording to state Department of Pub-

lic Health figures, and 23% were
fully vaccinated. The county had
been shipped 39,014 doses.

“Well over 11,000” of those
were administered by the Franklin
County Regional Vaccination Col-
laborative, comprised of FRCOG
along with the city of Greenfield,
the towns of Orange and Montague,
the sheriff’s office, LifePath, the
Franklin County Medical Reserve
Corps, the Northwest MA Incident
Team, local boards of health, and a
handful of other players.

The Collaborative’s website at
franklincountymavaccine.org is a
good one-stop shop for clinics, sup-
port services, and even data on how
the effort is going so far.

My own shot, I am glad to re-
port, was expertly given. Volun-
teers, who had been processing
doses and patients and data in the
gym for eight straight hours, were
starting to get loopy, and I had to
locate and administer my own | Got
My COVID-19 Vaccine! sticker.

Face to Face: Village Neighbors
Celebrates Its Volunteers In Person

By LILY WALLACE

LEVERETT — Village Neighbors
will host an annual volunteer appre-
ciation day this Sunday in person at
the Leverett Village Co-op. While so-
cial distancing protocols made gath-
ering unsafe during the COVID-19
pandemic, an increase in vaccination
rates and some good weather led to
the decision to host the event in per-
son, socially distanced.

“We all feel a little isolated, and
I want to provide ways for members
to connect with each other and our
volunteers safely,” said Elizabeth

Fernandez O’Brien, the group’s
public relations and events chair.
“We are missing that in-person,
member to member connection.”
Village Neighbors strives to help
aging adults and those with dementia
in rural communities to age in place
and live for as long as possible in
their homes. The organization serves
the towns of New Salem, Leverett,
Shutesbury, and Wendell, with 120
members and around 80 volunteers.
“If it were not for COVID-19, we
would have had this event months
ago,” said Fernandez O’Brien. “We

see VOLUNTEERS page A6
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Village Neighbors volunteer Don Stone delivers a pandemic relief gift bag containing

masks, hand sanitiger, soap, tea, and other items to a Wendell resident last spring.
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Former Police
Chiet Comes
Back On As
Deputy Chiet

On Monday night, the Erving se-
lectboard appointed former police
chief Christopher Blair as deputy
chief of the Erving police depart-
ment. The board also voted to sign a
two-year contract with newly-hired
chief Robert Holst, who had served
as lieutenant when Blair was chief.

Blair, a 20-year veteran of the Er-
ving department, has been on leave
since August 2020. In August, town
administrator Bryan Smith said the
leave was not disciplinary. Holst
has served as acting chief from Au-
gust until he was hired as chief.

Holst thanked the board for rati-
fying his contract as chief and said
he was “very excited” to start his
term as chief.

The board held an hour and
40-minute executive session April
5 and a one-hour executive session
on April 12, both called to discuss
strategy for negotiations regarding
the chief of police and collective
bargaining with the New England
Police Benevolent Association.

The Montague Reporter contact-
ed Smith for a comment about the

see ERVING page A6

Towns To Share
Mental Health
Clinician for
Police Response

By JEFF SINGLETON

FRANKLIN COUNTY - The
Greenfield, Montague, and Deer-
field police departments could soon
be partnering with a local social
service agency to employ a “mas-
ters-level clinician” to assist po-
lice responding to mental health
emergencies. According to a press
release from the agency Clinical &
Support Options (CSO), the goal
of the program will be to “provide
expertise in the areas of emotional
and mental health as well as behav-
ioral de-escalation.”

Another goal, according to
Greenfield deputy police chief Wil-
liam Gordon, is “to divert, where
appropriate, individuals from the
criminal justice system to behavior-
al health treatment” and “lower the
footprint of police involvement in
behavior health crises.”

“Police are not always the ap-
propriate response to these calls,”
Deerfield police chief John Pacio-
rek is quoted as saying. “Being 911,
however, we are often the first on
the scene. The faster a person in cri-
sis can be deescalated and identify
avenues for treatment, the better the
experience will be for them.”

Montague police chief Chris
Williams told the Reporter the cur-
rent plan is for CSO to work with
the Greenfield department over the
spring and summer in a “pilot,”
while the three towns develop a

see CLINICIAN page A8
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CORRECTION

In our April 8 edition, we incorrectly identified Montague board of
health candidate Melanie Zamojski as a resident of Millers Falls.
She lives in Montague City. We apologize for the error.

Many Hands

As we approach the fifty-percent
mark for COVID-19 vaccination
in our county, as our schools and
parks continue to reopen, it’s a little
mind-boggling to think of the possi-
bilities for the coming months.

This is the 49th issue of the
Montague Reporter published
since the general quarantine began.
The first four were digital-only, so
this is the 45th back in print.

We’ve continued making every
edition available for free online
in PDF form, only asking nicely
for readers to do their part by sub-
scribing. We know we’ve picked up
many new readers in the past year,
so that’s a silver lining.

But we’ve been operating for a
long time on a skeleton crew, col-
laborating almost entirely by phone,
Zoom, and Google Docs, and we’re
tired. Some items in our Avenue A
office have been left unmoved, and

un-dusted, since March 2020.

Several writers who started with
us this year haven’t met any other
participants in person.

And we’re tired!

So if you have any free time, we
urge you to get out and volunteer
this year, as soon as you’re able.
Not necessarily with the Report-
er — there are dozens and dozens
of worthy groups operating in our
towns who we’re sure could use
the fresh blood.

Our communities’ volunteer
spirit did continue on through the
past year, but soon it will be able
to blossom in its social and spiri-
tual benefit, unmasked and un-so-
cially distanced. In a little while
there’ll be concerts and parties,
sure, but also an opportunity for
an unfettered civic life that we
never quite understood we were
so lucky to enjoy.

Pitching In

A campaign was started, last
week, by the Firemen’s Relief as-
sociation, to buy an automobile for
the use of the district nurse, Mrs.
Alice Brown, so that she will be
able to cover her territory more
quickly than now, when she is
compelled to make her rounds on
Shank’s mare, or by trolley.

With an auto, much waste of
time will be eliminated, and the
machine will tend to greatly in-
crease the scope and efficiency of
the nurse’s beneficent work.

The Firemen’s Relief associa-
tion made an initial subscription of

Millin

“| just wanted to share the mill-
ing and paving schedule we re-
ceived from Northern Construction
for Route 2 and Avenue A at the
Turners Falls Bridge,” Montague
town administrator Steve Ellis
wrote to us this week.

It didn’t fit anywhere else in the

edition, and readers may find the in-
formation useful, so here goes:

$100, and other contributions from
the manufacturing and business
concerns, lodges, individuals, etc.
are coming in in such volume that
the purchase of the machine soon
seems assured.

When the auto is secured, the
matter of its upkeep and repair will
have to be reckoned with, but those
backing the scheme feel that this
matter will be readily solved, and
in a manner which will give satis-
faction all around.

— Turners Falls Reporter,
April 13, 1921

Around

Friday, April 16: milling of ex-
isting pavement. Tuesday, April 20:
paving — base course. Wednesday,
April 21: paving — top course.

“Traffic patterns on Route 2 will
be adjusted throughout the day.
Turners Falls Bridge is expected to
be closed for each day,” he adds.

OK. We’ll see what happens
with the weather, but heads up.
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Three worker-owners of the Compost Cogperative, which collects compost curbside and from
restaurants, talk about their organization and what it means to them. “1 love working and owning
Compost Cooperative,” says head of operations Wolf V alentin (left), “because as an ex-offender I have a
Sfamily here, and this allows me to earn a meaningful wage and at the same time do something for onr environment.”

“We're proud to be diverting more than a quarter million pounds of compostables per year away
Sfrom landfills and into composting operations,” Revan Schendler (center) tells us, “as we
build economic democracy and affordable curbside service for residents in Franklin County.”
And Trenda Loftin (right) says, “1 love my work with the co-op. Being able to not only cultivate
meaningful, living-wage work_for folks impacted by incarceration and also initiate strategies for
increasing access to affordable housing and doing right by the environment brings me incredible joy.”

~
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Letters to

the Editors

Montague: Opt Out of Aerial Spraying

Anew law allows Massachusetts
to mosquito spray in every town,
aerially or by truck, historically
using Anvil 10+10. No town is ex-
empt unless they Opt Out.

If the state concludes there is an
“elevated risk,” which is not de-
fined, they can spray. In 2020, EEE
was found in a mosquito from Or-
ange. Orange and Athol were then
listed as “moderate risk.” State
mosquito control will be charged
to municipalities through deduc-
tions of local aid funds. The Boston
Globe reported that aerial spraying
cost more than $5 million in 2019.

Mosquito control is an important
issue. We should not ignore arbovi-
rus; instead, we should address this
intelligently and safely. The only
way to do that is to Opt Out and take
local control of how this is done.

Aerial and truck spraying are the
most toxic and least effective meth-
0ds. Massachusetts state records
document the ineffectiveness of ae-
rial spraying: half of spray events
kill zero mosquitoes, and there is no
proof of disease reduction.

Safer alternatives include public
education on eliminating standing
water; CO, traps for monitoring;
and BTI and Altosid for larval con-
trol. The most effective mosquito
control is a biodiverse ecosystem,
which Montague has, and which
aerial spraying damages.

Montague has rare, threatened,
and endangered species. The Mon-
tague Plains Wildlife Management
Area is a globally rare habitat, with
more than 50% of Massachusetts’
bee species. Land here drains to
watersheds.

Wildlife management areas, wa-
tershed land, private beekeepers,
and some rare species habitats are
not excluded from spraying, despite
what Anvil’s literature states: “Tox-
ic to aquatic organisms; highly toxic

to bees... Runoff from treated areas
into water may be hazardous.”

On human health, Anvil’s label
states it is “largely untested; Harm-
ful if absorbed through the skin,
and an OSHA-defined ‘Hazardous
Chemical.”” The EPA states Anvil
is a suspected carcinogen, and a Gl
and liver toxicant. NIOSH states
Anvil is also a suspected kidney
and neurotoxicant.

A 2017 study published in Fron-
tiers in Pediatrics found children
who lived where aerial pyrethroid
pesticide spraying occurred each
summer in upstate New York were
37% more likely to have autism or
documented developmental delay
than a control group who lived where
pesticides were only applied by stan-
dard methods. Anvil is a pyrethroid.

To Opt Out, Montague must
submit a mosquito plan by May 15,
after holding a selectboard meeting
where a vote must be taken. That
meeting must include input from
the board of health and allow for

public comment.

A concern is that it will be too
hard to create an Opt Out plan on
time. At the April 8 conservation
commission meeting, Kyla Bennett
testified that her organization, Pub-
lic Employees for Environmental
Responsibility (PEER), will work
with and offer resources to Mon-
tague, including template Opt Out
forms and town educational ma-
terials that they have already pro-
duced. My understanding is that
this virtually solves Montague’s
difficulty in filing.

I encourage everyone concerned
to advocate. Attend and speak at the
board of health (April 21 at 5 p.m.)
and selectboard (April 26 at 6:30
p.m.) Zoom meetings. For a form
letter to write to these boards with
deadlines approaching, or for more
information, contact Montague-
OptOut@gmail.com.

Jane Alessandra
Montague

I very much appreciated Mike
Jackson’s detailed interview about
the proposed Northfield solar proj-
ect (projects?). This article ex-
plained to a degree nothing else
had exactly what is proposed, and
in what manner it might work as a
dual use project.

My feeling has long been that the
solution to carbon pollution must
include generation — energy con-
servation is important, but it cannot
offset the total energy needs of dis-
placed fossil fuel use. | have never
been comfortable with the attitude
to displace generation somewhere
else — most recently | guess that’s
Quebec hydro, complete with the
host of problems it has created. Re-

Sunshine and Woolen Fiber

gionally, if we consume it we also
ought to generate it. Multiuse solu-
tions seem a much better approach
than single-use solar projects.

| also was fascinated by the pro-
posed use of sheep. That touches
on another aspect of displacing the
use of petrochemicals: 200 years
ago wool was a critical source of
fiber. Totally natural and sustain-
able. Fascinating intersection of
uses. (Anyone who is interested
in the history of wool in America
might want to read the book Wool
by Peggy Hart, which | found out
about from a review in this paper.)

George Drake
Leverett
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By NINA ROSSI

We at the Montague Reporter
are happy to help you out with your
spring mulching needs by letting
you take some of the high quality,
full color back issues stockpiled in
our 177 Avenue A office for free.
Our pages might also be good for
crafting, painting, papier-maché,
wallpaper, fish-wrapping, padding
for packages, even building simple
furniture — or a canoe!

Yup, while looking up the cor-
rect way to write papier-maché
online | read about people mak-
ing boats out of paper in the 19th
century. Apparently, paper was
“stretchier” when wet back then,
so we wouldn’t want to seriously
recommend this to our readers.

But here’s a historical curios-
ity for you: one man paddled his
58-pound paper canoe from Que-
bec to the Gulf of Mexico in 1874-
5. The 2,000-plus mile journey
along the shoreline of this conti-
nent inspired him to write a book.
His name was Nathaniel H. Bish-
op, and the book is called The Voy-
age of the Paper Canoe.

At any rate, if any of these
creative ideas for our back issues
“float your boat,” please email ed-
itor@montaguereporter.org to ar-
range for a pickup.

The Nice. Snack Parlor at Nova
Motorcycles on Second Street an-
nounces that they are opening for
the season this weekend with their
shaved ice and snack offerings, plus
live music on Saturdays.

Their hours through May 5 will
be Fridays and Saturdays 12 to 5
p.m., and Sundays 12 to 4 p.m. This
Saturday will feature music from 1
to 4 p.m. by Woody: Man, Myth,
Musician. If it rains, the music will
happen on Sunday instead.

Nice. offers snacks plus local
organic shaved ice, custom soda
blends, and Nova Motorcycle’s
signature cold brew iced coffee.
April 24 will feature DJ-ing and
visual art by Casey Williams, and
May 1 will be Luke DeRoy. Be
Nice. and stop by!

LARKIN+ROSSI ILLUSTRATION

The Western Mass Fibershed
group are sharing their 2020 yarns,
cloth, and blankets at Swanson’s
Fabrics, 106 Avenue A in Turners
Falls, this Saturday, April 17 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please see the an-
nouncement on Page B8 for details.

Village Neighbors Volunteer
Appreciation Day at the Leverett
Coop has been rescheduled to April
18 at 1 p.m. Village Neighbors is a
nonprofit member- and volunteer-run
organization dedicated to helping se-
niors stay in their homes in Leverett,
Wendell, New Salem, and Shutes-
bury. Please see our article on Page
Al for more about the group and this
event, which will feature live music
from the Diggers and the Wranglers.

Find the Leverett Coop at
180 Rattlesnake Gutter Road,
and  Village  Neighbors  at
www.villageneighbors.org.

The Montague Libraries will
be closed on Monday, April 19 for
Patriots Day, a Massachusetts hol-
iday. Next week is school vacation
week, though, so there are special
events scheduled including a Story-
Walk and life-sized Candyland.

The Storywalk can be done all
week outside, with pages labeled
and positioned at least six feet apart.
Activity bags for Candyland with
instructions, playing cards, books,
and other fun things are available at
the Carnegie Library curbside pick-
up hours. Make-and-Take craft bags
are also available at all the library
branches during vacation week.

Find out the details at www.mon-
taguepubliclibraries.org.

On a job hunt? MassHire Frank-
lin Hampshire Career Center is
holding a Home Care Virtual Job
Fair next Tuesday morning, April
20, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Register
at masshirefhcareers.org.

The event offers a live, interac-
tive chat with the employers Ar-
cadia New England, Associated
Home Care, Catholic Charities,
and O’Connell Care at Home, who
are hiring for a range of positions
including home care companion,

home health aide, personal care as-
sistant, and certified nurse assistant.

Interested in learning how to
play chess? Glenn Davidson is
holding an online beginners’ class
through the Greenfield Public Li-
brary on Tuesday, April 20 at 7
p-m. The tutorial will show you the
fundamentals of chess as a strategy
game. In this hour you will learn
how to set up the pieces and move
them, along with strategies, special
moves, tips for better games, and
even “how to win a game of chess
in four moves.”

Register by contacting librar-
ian@greenfieldpubliclibrary.org.

The program is free and open to all.

The LAVA Center in Greenfield
announces their second online
short play festival, “Facing the
Future: Climate Change Theater.”
Plays by 13 playwrights acted out
by 28 performers from as far away
as Ireland and New Zealand will be
available online all day on Thurs-
day, April 22 in honor of Earth Day.

According to the announcement,
characters in these plays range from
“cerulean warblers, insects, brown
bull catfish, and fire, to a wide age
range of humans,” as well as “a
couple of time-traveling aliens con-
fronting questions of our collective
survival.” The plays are written by
Lindsay Adams, Sara Becker, Kay
Bullard, Patricia Crosby, Colette
Cullen, Stephen Fruchtman, Nina
Gross, Jan Maher, Rex McGregor,
Michael Nix, Candace Perry, Vanes-
sa Query, and Karen Shapiro Miller.

Find out about attending by visit-
ing localaccess.org. Tickets are slid-
ing scale donations from $1 to $15.

Leverett is having an Earth Day
community cleanup on Saturday,
April 24 from 9 a.m. to noon. The
rain date is April 25. The event is
a project of the Leverett Commu-
nity Builders Committee with the
town’s energy committee, the Le-
verett Elementary School, and its
PTO as co-sponsors.

The town highway department
has offered to pick up any bags of
trash or recyclables left on the side
of the road the following Monday,
if participants are unable to bring
them to the transfer station. The
selectboard and transfer station
have waived fees for cleanup trash
that weekend.

Residents are asked to sign up
online at bit.ly/3fw4Hzs and use an
app, CleanSwell, to document the

trash they find. The app contributes
to a global database used to iden-
tify trends and advocate for trash-
free solutions. Email LeverettCom-
munityBuilders@gmail.com  for
more information.

The New American Banjo Fes-
tival will take place online on April
24 and 25 with streaming concerts
and Zoom discussions. The festival
will explore interesting performance
styles old and new, focusing on the
banjo in New England and beyond.

Performers include classic finger-
style virtuoso Aaron Jonah Lewis;
Ken Perlman, internationally known
as a pioneer of a style known as me-
lodic clawhammer; old-time string
band Shingle the Roof; and Michael
Nix, performing music from his New
Classic Banjo Project.

Kate Spencer will give a video
presentation and answer questions
about the Arthur E. Smith Banjo
Company, one of the first revival
banjo manufacturers, which was
located in Franklin County, and
Linefork, a film featuring Kentucky
banjo legend Lee Sexton, will be
screened followed by live talkback
with co-director Vic Rawlings.

Register at nixworks.com or find
the New American Banjo Festival on
Facebook. Admission is by donation.

State senator Jo Comerford re-
turns for another People’s Town
Hall on April 26, from 5:15 to
6:30 p.m., via Zoom. “In addition
to timely updates, we’re going to
look forward — together — to a post-
COVID world and the future of our
district,” Comerford writes. “I want
to hear your ideas about the ways
we must build back better, stronger,
more equitably.”

Register at www.senatorjocomer-
ford.org/town-hall-registration.

Barbés in the Woods, the Mon-
tague Center music festival that de-
buted at the Bartlett Farm in 2019
and was canceled last summer, has
decided to return for 2021. Save the
date for Saturday, August 21.

Barbés in the Woods is a festi-
val homage to an eclectic dive bar
venue in Brooklyn that — before the
pandemic — hosted over 700 shows a
year. The festival is described as “a
stage and sanctuary for global music
culture, creativity, and exploration.”
Organizers will release a lineup and
ticket information in due course.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

More Letters to the Editors
Good News!

Cottontail Acknowledgments

20 State Street, Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

OPEN AGAIN 3 days a week
Tues, Weds, Thurs — 11 to 6

LAWN MOWING

ERIK DOOLITTLE

FREE ESTIMATES
(413) 834-1531
or 648-9100

Reliable, courteous service since 1997

The Whistle Stop has reopened.

The Whistle Stop in Millers Falls was our
regular “go to” stop for breakfast and an occa-
sional lunch on my return trips to Maine. [ was
saddened by its closing in March of 2020. Its
friendly, family- and community-oriented at-
mosphere, very good food, pleasant staff, and
very fair prices have been missed.

It was a pleasant surprise while driving
through Millers Falls on my way to Turners on
Thursday, April 1, to discover that, indeed, it
had just reopened.

Best wishes, Dan!

Tad Runge
Chebeague Island, Maine

On Saturday, April 3, Peter Cottontail held his
first ever Drive-Thru EGGstravaganza at Uni-
ty Park in Turners. The Drive-Thru consisted of
vehicles driving through the parking lot and hav-
ing volunteers hand goodie bags of toy and can-
dy-filled plastic eggs to children ages 3 and up.
Maintaining proper social distance guidelines,
children were able to wave to Peter on their way
out. A few dozen vehicles drove through the park,
and the event proved to be a big hit.

The Drive-Thru would not have been possible
without the assistance of Chief Chris Williams of
the Montague Police Department and his officers
for traffic control, Jay Fritz, Linda Ackerman,
Kelly Trinque, Haleigh Greene, Sarah Hanley,

Abby Holloway, Gabby Weeden, Stephanie Pe-
terson, Kasia Dobosz, and Kyleigh Dobosz.

This was truly a team effort, and we couldn’t
be more fortunate to have received their help.

We would also be remiss if we didn’t acknowl-
edge Peter Cottontail himself! Everyone appreci-
ates Mr. Cottontail for setting aside time from his
busy schedule to attend and greet the children.

We look forward to returning to our traditional
egg hunt next year, and hope everyone stays safe
and healthy throughout the year.

Jen Peterson, Clerk
Jon Dobosz, Director
Montague Parks & Recreation Dept.

PLAGCE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WIEEK MINIMUWM) CALL 863-8666H
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BOTTLES & CANS
Week of April 19
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

WANTED

Montague City Residents
to Form a
Neighborhood Association

Looking for committed,
resourceful Montague City
residents who would like to
be involved in improvement
and beautification projects
for the village.

For more information, please email:
MontagueCitylmprovement@gmail.com

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
e Other Major Brands
¢« Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622

Why Walk? For Great River Justice This Earth Week

By ANNA GYORGY

WENDELL - A public service
announcement in last week’s Mon-
tague Reporter described plans for
the Earth Day-related Great River
Walk. On April 24 we can see for
ourselves, together, the section of
the mighty Connecticut River most
affected by the Northfield Mountain
Pumped Storage Station (NMPS).

The Walk takes place two days
after Earth Day, on Saturday morn-
ing, April 24, from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. The route starts from
Dorsey Road in Erving, near the
base of the majestic French King
Bridge, then leads directly 1.5 miles
to the intake tunnels of the pumped
storage project. And back again.

Child friendly, bring masks,
bikes, but please no pets.

On Easter Sunday my partner
and | walked the walk, to check it
out. It’s a beautiful stretch of river,
very peaceful, with a good flat road
and bike route running alongside.

On April 24 we’ll learn more
about what we’re seeing —and aren’t.

For how the powerful pumps af-
fect the river and aquatic life can’t
be seen. The powerful suction oc-
curs at night, with unlucky fish and
more forced up the mountain to a
reservoir, never to return.

The often dramatic reversal of
river current at night that results
from the extreme pumping action is
likewise missed, by humans at least.

After a year of pandemic, the
idea of a “spaced out” community

walk along the river is in itself ap-
pealing, but there is a goal and hope
for this event.

The goal is to inform ourselves
about the Northfield Mountain
pumped storage project, and learn
about the efforts of its owners, the
Canadian FirstLight corporation, to
win an operating permit for 50 years
into the future.

Along the route we will hear
from energy and wildlife experts.
And that’s important, for if the fa-
cility’s actions appear hidden, the
results are certainly not.

As environmental journalist Karl
Meyer recently reported: “NMPS’s
massive suction kills everything it
inhales. Federal studies on Amer-
ican shad show tens of millions of
eggs and larvae extinguished an-
nually, plus the deaths of over 2
million juvenile shad sucked in on
migrations to the sea. Its unstudied
impacts on 20 odd other resident
and migrant species leave plenty
more death to ponder.”

Why is this happening?

The rationale for this project
may have appeared to make sense
in a bygone era of nuclear expan-
sion and lax environmental review.
Here is some “background,” from a
June 2020 report commissioned by
FirstLight:

In late 1964, Connecticut Light
& Power, Hartford Electric Light
Company, and Western Massachu-
setts Electric (all of which are leg-
acy companies of Northeast Utili-
ties and now Eversource), applied

for construction of the Northfield
project. A final license was issued
in August 1968. Northfield became
operational in 1972.

As with most pumped storage
plants, Northfield includes an up-
per reservoir, intake channel, pow-
erhouse, and tailrace tunnel, which
links the pumped storage facility to
the Connecticut River.

Northfield originally was ex-
pected to consume excess energy
produced by a number of planned
nuclear units during evening hours
and generate electricity during
peak hours when power was needed
most. During the 1970s, construc-
tion of some of those nuclear units
did not come to fruition.

So what a good idea that seemed!
As these grid-feeding colossi (twin
1,500 MW nuclear reactors were
proposed for the Montague Plains in
late 1973) must be located near riv-
ers, to supply the massive amounts
of cooling water for the reactors —
killing more fish and heating the
rivers — why not use that “extra”
nighttime power to pump river wa-
ter up to a holding pond, to release
through turbines later?

The fact that “construction of
some of those nuclear units did not
come to fruition” is of course thanks
to a dedicated grassroots movement
supported by a few scientists reveal-
ing the immense dangers involved.
After years of government lies, these
were hard for the general public to
believe — until the 1979 nuclear
meltdown at one of the Three Mile

Island nukes near Harrisburg, PA.
What you can’t see can harm you.

The nuclear plant in Rowe was
closed and nuclear plans in Mon-
tague canceled. Finally, in 2014, the
dangerous Vermont Yankee plant
succumbed to sustained citizen
pressure — and its own history of
leaks and accidents.

But one quite tragic “appendix”
to the nuclear story is the related
pumped storage, now using other
energy sources to provide its ratio-
nale for using more energy than it
produces, at tremendous cost to fish
and friends.

Back before fracked gas pipe-
lines threatened, local residents in
Western Mass learned about and
fought to stop the nukes. Me too.
But | admit that | was not aware of
the related aspect and dangers of the
pumped storage project.

In this era of climate crisis, bio-
diversity loss and awareness of the
need for environmental justice — for
human and all living communities
and beings — every energy source
should be non-violent and fos-
sil-free, produced and used as close
to home as possible. And only after
taking all possible actions to con-
serve and save energy, resources —
and finally ourselves.

Anna Gyorgy was author-editor
of the 1979 “bible of the anti-nu-
clear movement, NO NUKES, Ev-
eryone’s Guide to Nuclear Power,
and active with the Clamshell Alli-
ance in the late 1970s. She lives in
Wendell.
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body cannot be confined to one location or
species. “The poison does not target only the
non-natives, it kills everything,” she said. “Am-
phibians are particularly susceptible to toxins.
These same toxins stay in the water and pass
through the food chain.”

According to the FLP, the invasive species
of concern are Eurasian and variable milfoil,
swollen bladderwort, curly-leaf pondweed, and
brittle naiad. In the future the group plans to use
additional means of weed management, such as
winter drawdowns, which would lower the water
level in the pond by several feet, killing all ex-
posed vegetation along the perimeter.

The FLP has yet to submit a final Notice of In-
tent (NOI) to the commission outlining its plans,
but a draft plan was submitted this winter and
returned to the FLP for edits.

Conservation commission chair Isaiah Robi-
son told the Reporter the commission keeps in
close contact with the FLP to make sure the per-
mit application process goes smoothly. They do
not expect a completed plan before the May 3
meeting, he said, but the issue is on the agenda
for discussion.

Two scientific assessments must be completed
first to determine the baseline health of the pond:
one by a wetlands consultant hired by the FLP,
and another by the Mass Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife. FLP member Mitchell Mulholland
called invasive plants “a major threat to the ecolo-
gy of Leverett Pond,” requiring intervention.

“It is clear to me that the proposed use of
herbicides by the Friends of Leverett Pond is
primarily intended to control weeds from a few
landowners’ waterfront property and channels
through the shallow areas so that they have easier
boating and swimming access,” Carlsen wrote in
a February 1 letter to the commission.

“If we want to have a clear path out from the
public boat launch area, we should use hand re-
moval,” Carlsen said, recommending a manual al-
ternative. “Landowners could petition to use hand
removal in front of their homes.”

Dredging and Dosing
Last June, Leverett resident Macaylla Silver
sent a video and letter to MassDEP to bring at-

tention to the unpermitted hydro-raking SOLi-
tude Lake Management was conducting on the
pond. The agency confirmed in a November let-
ter that proper permission was not obtained.

“It was brought to our attention by a member of
the public that the paperwork wasn’t lining up...
in regard to the hydro-raking and the definition of
dredging versus not dredging based on volume
calculations,” Robison said.

For years, the FLP has hired the lake man-
agement company Aquatic Control Technology
to apply herbicide and hydro-rake vegetation
from the pond’s perimeter. Around 2016, Aquat-
ic was acquired by SOLitude, a conglomer-
ate that treats water bodies in almost every US
state, but operates primarily in New England.
The company is, in turn, a subsidiary of Rent-
okil, which describes itself as “one of the largest
business services companies in the world” work-
ing in the pest management, disease control,
interior landscaping and food safety industries.
Reached for comment by the Reporter this week,
SOL.itude representatives consulted with mem-
bers of the FLP before responding.

SOLitude environmental engineer Dominic
Meringolo said the company’s primary goals are
invasive species control and maintaining the eco-
logical balance of the water they rake and treat.

“The management that we’ve done is really fo-
cused on invasive species,” Meringolo said. “The
hydro-raking is probably a little more trying to re-
duce some areas of the native nuisance vegetation,
but it’s been pretty limited to keeping safe areas
in front of people’s houses for recreation, and not
building up the organic debris on the bottom....
The Wetlands Protection Act is really limiting in
what we can do for recreation purposes.”

SOLitude has also used chemicals to manage
plant growth on the pond, including Diquat and
ProcellaCOR, the latter of which was first used in
2019 to curb the spread of milfoil and curly-leaf
pondweed. The FLP’s draft plan calls for spread-
ing eight acres of ProcellaCOR along the perime-
ter of the pond annually, as needed.

A Delicate Balance

Other communities have been fighting the use
of herbicides on water bodies by SOL.itude Lake
Management. Last year the conservation commis-

sion in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, was sued by
a stewardship group it had refused permission to
use the herbicide Fluridone on a body of water
known as the Stockbridge Bowl. The group, the
Stockbridge Bowl Association, eventually won a
$19,000 settlement from the town for legal fees
after a Superior Court ruling that it had the right to
use a product the EPA had determined to be safe.

Last week, the state of Vermont approved the
use of ProcellaCOR on Lake Iroquois after an ini-
tial denial, appeal, and stiff public opposition.

“They look upon the life of the pond as some-
thing to be manipulated, controlled or destroyed,”
said Sarah Greenleaf, a local resident involved
in opposition to the herbicide plan. “They do not
take into consideration the delicate balance of life,
nor the need to restore balance within the pond’s
ecosystem after the injurious effects of repeated
applications of toxic chemical herbicides.”

Years ago, Greenleaf says, her dog had a sei-
zure soon after it swam in Leverett Pond on a
day that Diquat had been applied. Mona, a bea-
gle, died two years later of bone cancer. Green-
leaf has been urging Leverett residents to write to
the conservation commission in opposition to the
vegetation management plan.

According to Meringolo, Diquat comes with no
health advisories regarding contact with humans
or pets. “None of them have any specific label-
ling for restriction in the water for pets like dogs,”
he said. The chemical does, however, come with
a warning that no livestock should drink from a
pond treated with Diquat in the last 24 hours.

“Everybody has their own beliefs,” Meringolo
said, of criticism of herbicide use. “Management
techniques are really for the good of the lake and
pond. Everybody has their own opinions, and their
own decision process, on whether they think the
products we use pose an acceptable risk.”

Meringolo said that ProcellaCOR was cho-
sen to target the milfoil on Leverett Pond based
on its selectivity at low doses. “Every herbicide
affects a selection of species,” he said. “No her-
bicide only affects one plant only, and no herbi-
cide affects all plants.”

SOLitude and the FLP have worked together
on the management plan in Leverett, but accord-
ing to Meringolo, the FLP is spearheading the

see POND next page
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TES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOAR

At-Large Dogs; Solar

By JERRI HIGGINS

A nuisance dog hearing and a
community solar program pre-
sentation were the largest agenda
items during Gill’s selectboard
meeting Monday evening.

Regional animal control offi-
cer Kyle Dragon recommended
that the selectboard order immedi-
ate restraint measures for Lucy, a
six-year-old boxer mix belonging
to resident Wesley Johnson, and
Mozzi, a nine-month-old pit bull
belonging to Rufus Thomas, of the
same Main Road residence. Both
men attended the remote meeting.
Chelsea Phothirath, who described
herself as Johnson’s helper, was
also on the call advocating for John-
son — and for the dogs.

Dragon said that Lucy had been
“at-large” and picked up by Gill
police officers 15 times in 2020,
and four times this year, while
Mozzi has been loose and picked
up five times this year. Dragon re-
lated that multiple warnings and
citations to Johnson and Thomas
had not resulted in corrective ac-
tion, and asked the selectboard to
authorize seizure of the dogs if the
requested restraint orders fail to
keep the dogs contained.

Phothirath said that since John-
son and Thomas received notice of
the hearing on April 9, the dogs have
been kept inside, or chained up while
outside. She also said that the own-
ers have only been letting one dog
out at a time to help keep a closer
watch on them.

Dragon recommended that the
selectboard order the dogs be re-
strained, that kennels be constructed
to contain them when they are home,
and that they are leashed or har-
nessed when they are “off property.”

Phothirath told Dragon and the
selectboard that Lucy is Johnson’s

POND from previous page

“lifeline” who means “everything
to him,” and emphasized that she
would be responsible for ensur-
ing that the orders were followed,
and that the dogs would not get
loose again.

“l understand where you are
coming from, as someone who has
had dogs,” said selectboard member
Greg Snedeker. “But | think you re-
alize at this point that it has come
to the selectboard, which makes it
a serious matter.” Snedeker said he
would sign an order for constrain-
ing the dogs, but warned Johnson
and Thomas that he would not hes-
itate to order seizure of the dogs if
they run loose again.

Selectboard chair Randy Croch-
ier agreed with Snedeker’s state-
ment, but selectboard member John
Ward went further, saying that his
dog had “been away from me and
out of my control twice” in his 16
years of dog ownership.

“l want you to make promises to
not let those dogs get out of your
control, and I want you to be really,
really serious about that — for the
sake of the dogs, and for the sake
of Wesley,” Ward said. “I want this
to be the end of it.” He also point-
ed out that the selectboard was not
pursuing unpaid fines the pair had
accrued from the incidents. “There
needs to be something with more
teeth,” he said.

The restraint order was unani-
mously approved, and Johnson and
Thomas agreed to all conditions.
The two men were given an April
26 compliance deadline, at which
time Dragon will inspect their
premises for compliance.

Community Solar Power

Energy commission member
Claire Chang recommended the
town adopt a new low-income com-
munity solar option within its cur-

permit application process, unlike most of SOL.itude’s clients.

He credited Mitch Mulholland with local expertise. “He does
a lot of the survey work,” Meringolo said of Mulholland. “He

pays close attention to the pond, and is very knowledgeable.”

Discount

rent “community choice” municipal
power aggregation agreement.

Chang introduced Colonial Pow-
er Group (CPG) president Mark
Cappadona, who told the select-
board about the new offering. Gill
contracted with CPG in 2018 to help
create the town’s municipal power
aggregation agreement, under which
Eversource customers pay for elec-
tricity generated by renewable ener-
gy sources, such as solar and wind
power, unless they opt out.

Cappadona said that the new op-
tion would “dovetail with the cur-
rent program.”

Chang explained that low-in-
come residents who have not al-
ready opted out of the town pro-
gram would save 2% off their cur-
rent bills with the new option, and
would be automatically enrolled
if they already receive a discount-
ed rate through Eversource. (Any
residents receiving state or federal
aid likely qualify for that discount-
ed rate, and anyone not sure about
their eligibility can contact Ever-
source or Community Action for
more information.)

The town would sign a “mem-
orandum of understanding” or an
MOU, and the contract would go
out to bid. Cappadona said residents
could opt in or out of the option at
any time. “There are no hooks in
this program,” he said.

One hook for town, however,
is that the solar energy would be
purchased under the state Solar
Massachusetts Renewable Target
(SMART) program, which requires
a 20-year term. If Gill decided it
wanted to opt out after the end of
its three-year contract with CPG,
the company would ask the town
for enough time to move all the ac-
counts off of the discount program,
and replace them with low-income
residents from other towns.

NOTICE of INTENT TO APPLY

The Brick House Community Resource Center will be applying for the
FY2022 Massachusetts 21st Century Community Learning Centers -
Supporting Additional Learning Time Grant. The purpose of this federally
funded, competitive grant program is to support the implementation of
academically enriching programming during Out-of-School Time (OST)
and/or Expanded Learning Time (ELT, a longer school day or year for all
students) that helps to close proficiency and opportunity gaps, increases
student engagement, and contributes to a well-rounded education.

If funded, the Brick House plans to offer an academic enrichment
program that will serve youth at the Turners Falls High School.
Academic enrichment will include STEM, the arts, health/wellness,
homework support and college readiness, project-based learning, and
social emotional skill development. If you would like to provide
feedback on the submission of the application or have any questions
in regards to the 21st CCLC, please contact Kwamane Harris,
Executive Director, by email at kharris@brickhousecrc.org.

Crochier asked if regular rate-
payers would absorb the discount
to low-income participants. “It does
not cost us more than any other
time,” said Cappadona. “All of us
pay for the SMART program on a
tariff on the utility bill.”

The selectboard unanimous-
ly voted to enroll Gill in the pro-
gram, contingent on whether the
20-year term would require a town
meeting vote.

Other Business

The cost of the Gill Elementary
School floor replacement project is
not likely to greatly increase, town
administrator Ray Purington told
the selectboard. Recent asbestos
testing of the floor tile and adhesive
in the newer part of the building
came in negative.

Purington said that the origi-
nal estimates of either $103,394 to
contain the asbestos, or $263,297
to remove it entirely and replace
the flooring, are still “good ballpark
numbers” to bring to town meeting.

The Cielito Lindo food truck
completed its mandated lighting
adjustments, and will be issued an
updated operating license.

The Turners Falls Schuetzen
Verein was granted a public gather-
ing permit for various dates at the
club grounds contingent on “the
usual conditions,” said Purington.

Fire lanes must be left open at all
times for fire and medical services,
and the club must hire a police de-
tail for crowds over 300. The build-
ing inspector also recommended
that exit pathways be maintained,
and emergency lighting provided if
required. All COVID-19 guidelines
must be followed.

Crochier recused himself from
discussion and voting due to his
membership at the club.

Gill’s lawn mowing contract
was awarded to Artscape Land-
scaping for their bid of $157.50
per biweekly job. Crochier again
recused himself, this time due to
a family member’s business being
among the bids received.

Purington was unanimously ap-
proved as Gill’s alternate represen-
tative to the regional animal control
advisory committee.

The fire department was awarded
an $8,500 firefighter safety equip-
ment grant through the state Depart-
ment of Fire Services, which will be
used for a set of turnout gear and
radio accessories.

Fire chief Gene Beaubien told
the selectboard that he saw signs
up on the Turners Falls-Gill bridge
that it will be closed this Friday, as
the state is working on repaving the
Route 2 intersection. He said that
the intersection will “be a mess for
Friday, Monday, and Tuesday.”

NOTES FROM THE GILL-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Short Political Opportunity Opens Up

According to Mulholland, it is necessary to use the her-
bicide in combination with hydro-raking because milfoil
can fragment and spread easily around the pond if it is
harvested alive.

The FLP also works closely with the conservation com-
mission. The version of the group’s plan discussed during a
February 1 con com hearing were part of a draft Notice of
Intent [NOI], according to Robison, the commission’s chair.

“After our first meeting, there were studies the com-
mission wanted the Friends of Leverett Pond to complete
before the NOI was submitted for review,” Robison told
the Reporter.

“The relationship between the Friends of Leverett Pond
and the conservation commission has been so positive over
the past... that we wanted to make sure that we were main-
taining communication with [them],” Robison said, “so that
we could point out missing information as soon as possible,
so that when they came to the table with the completed NOI,
we weren’t drawing out the process after the fact.”

Asked what information was missing in the FLP’s ear-
lier draft, Robison did not provide a specific answer. “I’'m
fairly certain we received a draft, but it was not the end-all
be-all,” he said. “Truth be told, I cannot think of specifi-
cally what was missing.”

In her February 1 letter, Carlsen questioned the FLP’s ju-
risdiction over the pond at all. “This is inappropriate to say
the least, with their private interests superseding the health
of our precious wetland. The pond should be managed by
the town and the state,” she wrote. “While the pond is man-
made, we now have the legal responsibility to manage this
wetland appropriately.”

“With such significant loss of wetlands in the US,” she
argued, “any wetland is a precious resource.”

If approved, the new permit will remain in ef-
fect for three to five years.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE - At their meet-
ing Tuesday night, the regional school
committee discussed the requirement to
try to fill the seat left vacant this spring
by the resignation of Gill member Valeria
“Timmie” Smith. Letters of intent from
Gill residents volunteering for the posi-
tion must be submitted, in person or by
email, to superintendent Brian Beck by
April 27.

At the committee’s following meeting
on May 11, members will review candi-
dates and vote to select one. If they suc-
cessfully fill the position, the new mem-
ber would be expected to come back for
meetings on May 25, June 8, and June 22.

On June 23, the committee will reor-
ganize. Town elections are held on two
different dates this year — May 17 in Gill,
and June 22 in Montague. No names are
on the ballot for Montague. In Gill, one
is on the ballot: Valeria Smith, who has
decided to run after all.

“I’m very appreciative of how serious-
ly families in the communities have taken
the virus, and are looking to protect one
another’s children as well as our staff,”
superintendent Beck told the committee.

Only eight Gill Elementary students
are still learning from home, and two of
them are expected to return after next
week’s April break — a 95% rate of return.
At the high school level, which is still in

person for two days each week but sched-
uled to return full-time later this month,
65 of 256 students are staying remote.

“Students opting remote at both the
middle school and high school are high,
but that might change,” Beck said.

Large tents have been set up outside
each school, and are expected to be used
to allow for socially distanced mealtimes,
supplementing cafeteria space.

Student rep Audrey O’Keefe reported
that technical issues are causing a hin-
drance. “One of the concerns that’s been
going on in the high school is the wifi is
very insufficient,” she said. “It’s come to
surface that many students have to use per-
sonal hotspots, which I think is unreason-
able, as students shouldn’t have to worry
and use their own personal devices to get
into class and complete assignments.”

Last Thursday, April 8, a natural gas
scare shut the high school down for the
day; buses bringing students to school
in the morning turned around and de-
posited them back in the remote class-
room. “No trace of hazardous materials
were found in the building,” Beck re-
counted. The working theory is that the
odor was caused by something that had
grown in the unused plumbing being
freshly activated by moisture.

Nearly a thousand swabs have been
taken in the district’s COVID-19 pool
testing program. A vaccine clinic held at
Sheffield on Tuesday benefited 53 staff

members. During April break, bags of
groceries will be dropped off at the homes
of district families, thanks to public dona-
tions to the food service department.

Other Business

Middle and high school principal
Joanne Menard gave a presentation on
new course offerings in the fall related to
the new Innovation Pathways program,
which places people early on a track to
career skills in growth industries.

Under Healthcare and Social Assis-
tance, the new courses are Certifications
in Health and Introduction to Nursing and
Allied Health. Courses will result in par-
ticipating students, who do not all need
to be in Innovation Pathways, with CPR,
first aid, and OSHA safety certifications.

The Advanced Manufacturing track
has prompted Introduction to Technical
Drawing and Blueprint Writing, Lean
Principles and Techniques of Manufac-
turing, and Physics, which had not re-
cently been available except in Honors.

Multiple proposals for after-school
and vacation learning programs are tak-
ing shape, including a Little Scholars
STEAM program for the coming break,
and a tentative 6-week summer camp at
Sheffield Elementary.

Not many teachers were interested in
coming to work for six weeks this sum-
mer, said Beck, so the new idea is to
break it into three two-week gigs.
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD
Town Meeting Too Soon
To Designate A Holiday

By GEORGE BRACE

A suggestion to promote par-
ticipation in town government by
making town meeting day a hol-
iday in Leverett highlighted the
town’s April 13 selectboard meet-
ing. Board members were reluctant
to make such a change on short no-
tice, but discussed alternatives, and
commented that they were open to
exploring the idea for next year.

The board also approved a town
budget to go before voters at the
annual town meeting on Saturday
May 1, and gave permission for
a volunteer group to clear brush
in the center of town as part of an
effort to spruce things up for the
town’s 250" anniversary in 2024.

Town administrator Marjorie
McGinnis asked the board and
attendees if any changes in town
meeting format were desired, say-
ing she “should hear now” as the
date was soon approaching, and
she wanted to make sure things
were “on the right track.”

Resident Josh Nugent brought
up the idea of closing the transfer
station on town meeting day and
making the day “like a town holi-
day” as a means to increase voter
participation. He pointed out that
the library is closed that day, and
the transfer station is closed on Eas-
ter, setting precedents for the idea.

Selectboard chair Julie Shively
and member Tom Hankinson ex-
pressed their reluctance to make
the change on short notice, in-
stead favoring a shifting of hours
at the landfill, and noting that a
non-resident worker had volun-
teered to cover time at the facili-
ty so resident workers could take
part in town meeting.

Anne Delano of the finance
committee added that there were
pay issues involved in altering
town employees’ schedules, and
that she would like to talk to them
before making any changes like
the proposed closing.

Delano, Shively, and Hankin-
son all expressed interest in the
holiday idea, saying they were not
opposed, but needed more notice
before making a change of this
type. Nugent took note of the pos-
itive response for the possibility of
implementing the idea next year,
but added that he “doesn’t want
the idea to get lost,” citing the ex-
ample of a recent discussion on
childcare for town meeting which
was also seen as being “too late.”

A final suggestion that the meet-
ing should just be held at the trans-
fer station was met with laughter,
and McGinnis commenting that
“we’d get more people.”

Annual Budget

The board and finance com-
mittee approved a budget for res-
idents to vote on, which came in
at a 3.9% increase over the FY’21
budget. The final budget proposal
was the culmination of a lengthy
process of meetings and discus-
sions with town departments and
officials, and passed with a mini-
mum of comment.

In response to a suggestion for
a small change in the fire depart-
ment’s budget, Delano said that
a lot of time was spent “trying to

make the changes equitably,” and
that making further changes now
would “open the door” to others
requesting the same thing.

School committee chair Craig
Cohen said he had not seen a
posting online for the previous
week’s fin com meeting, at which
the school budget was discussed.
“A bunch of us looked for it and
couldn’t find it,” added resident
Becky Tews.

Board members and McGin-
nis pointed out several locations
where the meeting had been
posted on the town’s website,
but McGinnis said that since she
had posted it rather than the town
clerk as usual, it may have posted
differently in some way.

Beautification

Hankinson reported on an ini-
tiative to spruce up the area from
the town hall to the Leverett Crafts
and Arts center in advance of the
town’s 250" anniversary in 2024.

Hankinson said he’d discussed
the idea of removing brush along
the route with Steve Woodward of
the First Congregational Church,
who in turn mentioned it to church
council members.

Woodward said the council got
a work party together and began
cutting, thinking they were on
church property, but subsequent-
ly realized the property they were
cutting on was owned by the town.
Woodward was seeking select-
board approval for the brush re-
moval, which was granted.

Woodward said that removing
the scrub brush would provide a
nice view of the Emerson garden,
expose a stone wall which could
be restored, and give a vista view
to Leverett Pond (known once as
“ye Fish Pond”). He invited the
town and others to collaborate on
the project, which may include
the planting of daffodils or other
features at some point.

Highway superintendent Mat-
thew Boucher said he’d be happy
to help, either through the de-
partment or on his own time, so
that “whatever needed to happen
there” would happen.

Other Business

A single bid was received for
the town’s FY’22 landfill mon-
itoring contract. The contract is
still under discussion, as it will
have to be modified if the houses
on Teawaddle Hill affected by the
landfill are connected to Ambherst
town water next year.

The board congratulated fire
chief John Ingram and deputy
chief Brian Cook on receiving
accreditation for their positions
from the Massachusetts Fire Com-
mission. The accreditation exists
in part to establish consistent cre-
dentialing for fire personnel across
the commonwealth, who must
meet commission requirements on
training and education.

Board members commented
that it was a big accomplishment
for a small-town fire department,
and commended the officers.

Candidates for town office are
invited to state their case at the next
selectboard meeting, which will be
held Tuesday, April 27 at 7 p.m.
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changes in the police department, but he did not re-

spond by press time.

Fixing Errors

Weston & Sampson Engineer William Storti sub-
mitted a memo to the board stating that Weston &
Sampson, Erving highway superintendent Glenn Mc-
Crory, Garrity Asphalt, Warner Brothers Paving, and
Jack Goncalves & Sons contractors participated in a
walk-through at River, Warner and Strachan streets to
review a corrective action plan for the road and side-

walk work completed last fall.

Goncalves and Erving have been discussing correc-
tive measures since October 2020, when McCrory no-
ticed problems with stormwater drainage in the roadway.

The board agreed to pay $63,602.50 for work at the
site that the town agreed was acceptable, with $104,655
to be paid when all the work is completed satisfactorily.

Other Business

Eight bids were submitted to the town for the pur-

VOLUNTEERS from page A1

try to do one every year, and we
are looking forward to a time when
enough people are vaccinated to do
more in-person social events.”

The afternoon event will feature
live music by the Diggers and the
Wranglers, t-shirts for volunteers,
and recognition for their work.
Passershy are encouraged to honk
their horns.

“Without volunteers, we would
be four towns full of members that
are pretty isolated,” said Fernan-
dez O’Brien. “Our volunteers help
members by providing transporta-
tion, helping hands for small tasks at
home, friendly visits, and computer
help. All of our volunteers are vetted
and dedicated to helping seniors.”

While Village Neighbors hosts
virtual events on legal and health
issues, the group is planning to hold
more fun social events for both
members and volunteers. “We are
hoping to start initiating events,
safely and socially distant,” said
Fernandez O’Brien, adding that a
flat path hike is planned for June.

Wendell resident Nancy Spittle
said that she was inspired by the
town’s communal nature to help
form a group to help neighbors.
“There are a lot of things people
in Wendell do for each other or-
ganically, but there are those who
might not be involved, so | wanted
to make something less informal,”
said Spittle. “But we were too small
to make it work alone.”

Spittle joined the original task
force for Village Neighbors, which
launched in 2018. “l got started
from a volunteer point of view,” she
said, “but all of us on the original
task force signed up as members to
test out our programming before it
even opened... Everyone has some-
thing to offer. You offer what you
can when you can, and then it will
be there when you need it.”

Russell Greco of Shutesbury,
who volunteers doing small jobs
to help his neighbors stay in their
homes, said that connection to the
community is what drew him to Vil-
lage Neighbors.

While Greco is a retired carpen-
ter and contractor, his fellow build-
ing volunteers range from retired
wildlife biologists to a retired pedi-
atrician. Village Neighbors does not
work on projects large enough to
require permitting, but the smaller
projects its volunteers complete can
have a big impact on the recipients.

The group has eliminated mem-
bership fees, but accepts donations.
Fundraising and grants help fund
the repair work.

“We want to make their house
safer and easier to get around,” said

chase and installation of an emergency generator for

the POTW#1 treatment plant. The board accepted the

low bid of $107,875 from CDS Unlimited, LLC of
Bennington, New Hampshire.
The board gave final review and approval to a

FY’22 operating and capital improvement budget of
$12,355,314. Bryan Smith noted that this represented
a 0% change from the FY’21 budget of $12,352,028.
This budget will be considered at the annual town
meeting on May 12. Smith said the budget and associ-
ated information will be prepared for publication this
week. Copies will be sent to every residence in Erving.

The board signed the order of taking for the former

library property at 17 Moore Street, an action autho-
rized by the March 27 special town meeting, in order
to clarify the town’s title to the property.

They also authorized Smith to petition the planning
board for an “Action Not Required” decision from the
planning board for setting a new boundary between

17 Moore Street and 18 Pleasant Street.
The change would make 17 Moore Street

a buildable lot.

Greco, who pointed out that many
seniors find it difficult to find help
from trusted individuals within their
price range. “There is a level of trust
you simply can’t get, because there
is no money changing hands,” said
Greco. “It makes a difference if
they know you are from their town,
or a neighboring community — that
we have someone in common.”

During the pandemic, Village
Neighbors had to adapt.

“As soon as COVID hit and ev-
erything had to close down, we im-
mediately said we cannot send peo-
ple out to people’s homes and to of-
fer rides,” said Spittle. “We pivoted
to being online, but it was challeng-
ing learning how to do zoom meet-
ings.” Many of the group’s mem-
bers did not initially have access to
broadband, or were unfamiliar with
video conferencing software, which
posed a challenge.

\Volunteers made friendly phone
visits, and helped with socially dis-
tant yard work, small repairs, and
grocery and medicine delivery.

“We got a grant for COVID re-
sponse and we sent out gift bags
with locally made hand sanitizer
and masks and a letter explaining
COVID safety measures,” said
Spittle. “We made phone calls to
all the members to check on them. |
was amazed at how resilient people
were in these challenging times.”

Now that many volunteers are
fully vaccinated the group has be-

gun offering rides to vaccine ap-
pointments for members.

“Being a volunteer, if you can
just take someone for a ride or bring
them a meal once or twice a month,
it doesn’t have to be a lot of hours to
make a big difference,” said Spittle.

Enrollment in Village Neighbors
has increased in recent months, and
the group is recruiting to meet the
growing need. “We have had quite
a few new members — at least 20
since the first of the year — and very
few new volunteers,” said Spittle.
“That’s something | hope will cor-
rect itself as more people get vacci-
nated and feel safer volunteering.”

“To me personally, it was a way
to reconnect with people,” said
Greco, who returned to Shutesbury
last year from working in disaster
relief in New Orleans. “Since mov-
ing back, I felt isolated, and I really
enjoy service.”

“Every time | have talked with
someone, they say that the work just
makes you feel good,” said Spittle.
“You gain out of giving to your
community in that way. | met great
people from other towns, and hope-
fully we can get back to community
events where we can all gather.”

For more information about Vil-
lage Neighbors, stop by the event
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. this Sunday,
April 18 at the Leverett
Village Co-Op, or Vvisit
www.villageneighbors.org.

PHOTO COURIESY OF VILLAGE NEIGHBORS

Volunteers pack gift bags for members last spring.
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to that held in the spring of 2020.
“We tried it a year ago and it worked
really well,” said Nelson. “The
weather is generally lovely in May.”

Town meeting moderator Chris
Collins voiced his doubts about
an open-air meeting, as he has in
the past. “My preference is to do
it remote because we proved that
worked really well,” he said. “Un-
derstand, if we have inclement
weather, that narrows our options
considerably for another meeting.”

Collins also expressed concern
about a future spike in COVID cas-
es. “The only way to do it safe is to
do it remotely,” he said.

Kuklewicz said that “outside, the
biggest risk is the weather,” noting
that finding a rain date would be a
“challenge.”

There followed a lengthy discus-
sion of the “logistics around a tent.”
Ellis said the biggest problem might
be availability: “We would have to
get on it and confirm, because rent-
als of tents are going quickly.” Ellis
also discussed the possibility of “an
under-tent and an outside-of-an-un-
der-tent scenario.”

“I’ll do whatever is the consen-
sus, but I still feel we need to do
something,” said Kuklewicz. The
board then unanimously voted “to
have the meeting outside” and then,
after more discussion, to amend the
motion to hold the meeting in a tent
if possible.

Ellis said that if, after “scouting
around,” he found no tents were
available for May 22, he would
bring that fact to the board at its
joint meeting with the finance com-
mittee the following Wednesday.

“Well. Good, bad, or indifferent,
we’ve made a decision,” said Kuk-
lewicz.

The Warrant!

Following this discussion, the
board briefly reviewed the current
draft warrant for the annual town
meeting itself.

Evaluating the potential war-
rant’s length and complexity, Ellis
said the number of articles at this
point totaled 25, including a pe-
titioned article that opposes state
subsidies for biomass plants and a
new town bylaw regulating trees.
He also explained that three articles
involve the siting of a new Fifth
Street pedestrian bridge, which will
require a change in easements and
“eminent domain articles” for ac-
cess, and that four covered multiple
elements grouped together.

Kuklewicz summarized all the
articles with favorable comments,
except the new tree bylaw. “This
is one | would personally ask the
board if we could hold off until the
fall,” he said.

Ellis said that the tree committee
would prefer the bylaw be voted in
this spring, but added that “bylaws
are always tricky things to bring to
town meeting, because they are so
big and complex.”

Kuklewicz suggested that the
bylaw could be placed on the war-
rant, but if the meeting continued
for too long there could be a mo-
tion to “table it or set it aside.”

However, Jen Audley of the fi-
nance committee said she had read
a summary of town meeting law by
town counsel, which found that “ta-
bling is not an option.”

Ellis pointed out that a simple
“no” vote could delay the motion un-
til the fall, but said he would check
with legal counsel whether this
would create “jeopardy” for a bylaw.

The board did not vote on the
draft warrant. The deadline for town
meeting articles has previously been
set for noon next Tuesday, April 20.

Cannabis Impact

The board held a lengthy dis-
cussion of a number of requests for
program funding from the town’s
new “cannabis impact stabilization
fund.” These will appear on the
town meeting warrant. The fund is
financed by community impact rev-

enues from the local firm 253 Far-
macy, as required under state can-
nabis licensing law.

Funding  requests include
$8,000 for program development
by the Communities that Care Co-
alition; $46,200 for prevention and
counseling at the Gill-Montague
Regional School District; and an
amount “to be determined” for
similar programs at the Franklin
County Technical School.

Gill-Montague school superin-
tendent Brian Beck said the district
was leaning toward contracting out
for cannabis counseling services,
due to “ethical concerns” which
might arise if counselors were dis-
trict employees.

Pupil services director Diane
Ellis said that the data showed that
Gill-Montague’s “prevention ef-
forts” have historically been “pret-
ty effective overall,” but that over
the past year during the COVID
pandemic students have been re-
porting “anxiety, different types of
stress, [and] economic pressure,”
potentially causing higher risk of
substance abuse.

“Well, | really think we need to
do something and curb substance
abuse as much as possible,” said
Boutwell.

“This is the perfect use for these
funds,” said Kuklewicz. “Even
more than putting a traffic light at
a busy intersection.” Kuklewicz
was no doubt referring to safety im-
provements near the cannabis dis-
pensary on Millers Falls Road.

The board voted to authorize
Ellis to “continue moving for-
ward” with the funding proposals.
A fourth proposal that appeared
on the agenda, for funding $7,000
in “cannabis intoxication/enforce-
ment” training by the town police
department, was not discussed.

Disease Control

The board held its now-regular
joint meeting with the town board
of health during which the latest

TREE from page A1

listing the duties of the elected tree
warden, guidelines for cutting and
planting public trees, and fines for
violations. An appendix to the doc-
ument — not technically part of the
bylaw itself — lists trees that are ap-
propriate for planting on roadsides
and under wires.

At the previous week’s hearing,
town planner Walter Ramsey re-
ported that town counsel had rec-
ommended several changes to the
proposed bylaw. One was that it
make a clearer distinction between
a public shade tree — defined in state
law in terms of being in the pub-
lic right of way, particularly near a
highway — and a “public tree,” as
used in the town bylaw. The latter
would be any tree on town property.
A definition of a “hazardous tree”
was also recommended.

Counsel also urged that the lan-
guage of the law make clear that
any fines would be administered, in
Ramsey’s words, as a “fine process”
similar to a parking ticket, not as a
“criminal process.”

Detmold told the Montague Re-
porter that the revised bylaw would
also give the tree warden “discre-
tion” in issuing fines, perhaps by
giving a warning.

A number of public comments at
the hearing also led to small chang-
es in the proposal. Several speak-
ers objected to the requirement that
homeowners who needed to trim
public trees impeding their proper-

ty must file a written application,
and receive the written permission
of the tree warden. The amended
text approved Tuesday allowed
pruning with the documented per-
mission of the warden, without a
written application.

Several speakers at the April 6
hearing wondered if the new bylaw
would significantly increase the
workload of the town’s part-time
tree warden.

Detmold said that the committee
had consulted with the current tree
warden on the bylaw, and that he
believed the provisions did not “add
new duties, but simply clarified ex-
isting duties under state law.”

Another question was whether
the trees recommended in the ap-
pendix were native species. Tree
committee member Michael Mar-
cotrigiano, a professional arborist,
said this was a “frequent question,”
and that while he valued native
species, “most native trees do not
fare well with salt, sand and a con-
stricted root zone.”

Marcotrigiano went on to say
that there have been *“decades of ex-
perimentation” with roadside trees,
and that diverse, non-native species
are “the way to go.”

Whether the bylaw will appear
on this spring’s annual town meet-
ing warrant or wait for a fall “spe-
cial” meeting is still unclear. At
Monday night’s selectboard meet-
ing the sentiment seemed to be in
favor of waiting in an effort to keep

the May 22 meeting short. On the
other hand, the board understands
that the tree committee wants trees
planted this summer to be protected
by the bylaw, and if the spring meet-
ing moves quickly there would be
more time to address it.

A suggestion was made to put
the bylaw on the annual town
meeting agenda, but table it or vote
it down if the meeting extends late
into the afternoon. This encoun-
tered the objection that the Mon-
tague town meeting may not be al-
lowed to table a motion, and voting
it down might be legally recorded
as a rejection.

Town administrator Steve Ellis
has checked with town counsel on
these issues. “The motion cannot
be tabled, as per section 23 of our
Town Meeting Acts,” Ellis wrote by
email to the Reporter and others.

“Counsel supported staff opin-
ions that a no vote would not pre-
vent future consideration of the
tree bylaw as it is a general bylaw,
not a zoning bylaw,” he continued,
“but also suggested that it may be
more elegant to refer the matter to
the Planning Board for study, so as
not to put people in the position of
voting against a bylaw they may in
principle support.”

So, an “elegant” solution may be
found that puts the tree bylaw on
the May 22 annual meeting warrant.
The deadline for warrant articles is
next Tuesday, April 20.

local COVID-19 metrics were re-
viewed, along with an update on
regional vaccination policy.

Public health director Daniel
Wasiuk said that there had been 19
new cases during the previous two
weeks, but Ellis noted that during
the second week, the number had
fallen to 6. He called this “a reversal
of the upward nudge we have been
seeing in the data.”

Wasiuk said the Jon Zon Center
in Greenfield will be holding vac-
cine clinics during the week, and
there would be a “first dose clinic”
at Berkshire East in Charlemont.
He also said the town of Montague
was “pressuring” the state to give
the public health department at
least 20 doses of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine to serve “home-
bound” individuals, but getting the
vaccines has been a “challenge.”

Kuklewicz noted that eligibili-
ty for vaccines would increase on
April 19 to all residents over six-
teen years old.

Other Business

The selectboard approved a re-
quest from the Nolumbeka Project
for the use of Peskeompskut Park
on May 15 for Native American
commemoration of the 17" century
massacre at Turners Falls. Nolum-
beka president David Brule said the
event will feature speakers from
the Abenaki and Nipmuc tribes as
well as music.

The board also approved a pro-
posal from the United Arc, a social
service organization, for a meeting
of a “grandparents’ support group”
at the park on April 22.

Brian McHugh of the Franklin
Regional Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority gave the board an
update on the progress of the Spin-
ner Park restoration project on Av-
enue A in Turners Falls. The board
authorized $47,120 to disburse to
the restorer, Sciaba Construction
Corporation.

The board’s next meeting
is scheduled for April 26.

L OOKING BACK:

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Here’s the way it was on April
15, 2011: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

Keller Runs for Third Term
On Wendell Selectboard

Dan Keller is running unop-
posed for a third complete term
on the Wendell selectboard. A pro-
fessional video and film producer
with Green Mountain Post Films
in Turners Falls, Keller has also
farmed for decades and raised a
family on Cold Brook Road.

Before running to complete the
unexpired term on the selectboard
when Katherine Bentley left to take
a job in Pennsylvania in Septem-
ber 2003, Keller served 18 years
on the town’s finance committee.

So why is he running again?

“l like the job. It’s a great
group of people in the town gov-
ernment, a lot of dedicated volun-
teers, and it’s a pleasure to work
with everybody.”

But Keller said, “It’s a very big
job, getting harder and harder to
do, for a lot of reasons. The state
makes things very complicated
and that’s getting worse. The open
meeting law is slowing down the
work of town government because
of onerous posting requirements it
puts on town boards.”

Montague Makes Committee
For Downtown Signage

This way to the new down-
town wayfinding sign committee!
Members of the committee are
RiverCulture director Lisa Davol,
town planner Walter Ramsey,
Mik Muller and Chris Janke from
the Montague Business Associa-
tion, and Lou Ekus (also from the
MBA) as an alternate.

Ramsey said the committee in-
tends to evaluate the new signs in
downtown Turners Falls for font
size — perhaps a bit too small to

be read by the naked eye — and
consider which events and slogans
should appear on the larger, ad-
justable signs that point the way to
Turners Falls from Route 2 in Gill.

The new signs were installed
late last month in an effort to par-
tially mitigate the impact of the
Turners Falls-Gill bridge construc-
tion, which will last three or more
years. They currently proclaim
that Turners Falls is “easy to love”
yet “hard to leave,” and note that
the popular Block Party is the sec-
ond Saturday in August.

High School Class to
Host Donkey Ball

This is not a Senior prank.

The Turners Fall High School
gym will soon be filled with a
herd of donkeys, when the Class
of 2014 plays host to Donkey Bas-
ketball on Friday, April 15.

The idea for this unusual fund-
raising effort came in the form of
an advertisement from Green
Mountain Donkey Ball. The class
quickly decided to sponsor the
event, which will raise funds for its
prom, class gifts, and senior trip.

Teams will be made up of
school and community members,
with teams for students, teachers,
coaches, and police and firefight-
ers. Student players were picked
by lottery, and could either sign
themselves up or get nominated
by fellow students. The players
will ride trained donkeys around
the gym, trying to stay in the sad-
dle while otherwise engaging in a
shortened game of basketball.

The doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
and concessions and a 50/50 raf-
fle will be available. Tickets are
$7 in advance and can be pur-
chased from Scotty’s, Equi’s, and
Turners Falls Pizza House. Come
watch students, teachers, and
emergency responders make ass-
es out of themselves!
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final Memorandum of Understand-
ing and apply for a grant. The col-
laboration would begin in the fall,
with most of the funding from
the state Department of Mental
Health (DMH).

“Pittsfield has been doing some-
thing like this for the past five years,”
Williams said. “It has often kept the
police from having to bring people to
hospital emergency rooms.”

He added: “We know who many
of these people are.”

Jennifer LaRoche, a vice presi-
dent of CSO, described the dynamic
this way: “Our local police are high-
ly trained and caring people. But the
very virtue of the power represented
in a police uniform can set up a prob-
lematic power differential in mental
health-oriented situations.”

CSO describes itself as a “com-
munity-based nonprofit behavioral
health agency providing individuals
and families comprehensive holistic
clinical and support services.” The
agency has 19 locations in central
and western Massachusetts. For the
past few years, Greenfield police
have been partnering with the DMH
to provide “advanced training” for
officers in responding to “behavioral
health crises.”

Planning for the newly announced
program began in January, and has
been previously mentioned at both
finance committee and selectboard
meetings in Montague. The civilian
committee created last year to review
local police policies and practice on
“equity and the use of force” has had
a number of discussions with depart-

ment officials on the challenges cre-
ated when armed officers are thrust
into mental health emergencies.

“I can’t make a statement on be-
half of the committee, because we
haven’t discussed this announce-
ment,” said that committee’s facili-
tator, Ariel Elan. “However, anyone
who follows our public meetings
knows that we have talked several
times about adding or substituting
mental-health professionals as first
responders to police calls that in-
volve mental health crises. All of
our members have voiced positive
thoughts about this approach, al-
though we may have differing ideas
on how best to implement it.

“Speaking strictly for myself,”
Elan continued, “I have admired
Franklin County’s efforts to support
what is called restorative justice and
jail diversion — through the courts,
the jail, and by connecting clients to
recovery resources when addictions
are involved. So I am excited to see
this as another step that three com-
munities are trying, in the direction
of more respect and help for people,
and less punishment.”

Williams said the final scope of the
program has not been finalized, but
it could provide mental health ser-
vices in the three towns for up to 16
hours per day, and last for up to three
years. He said the mental health ex-
pert would continue to be employed
by the CSO, not become a member
of the Greenfield department. “They
will be a civilian working within the
police department, whose salary and
benefits will be paid by the
grant,” he explained.

At right: Drawdown
Montague gardeners Kathy
Schermerhorn, Alice Armen,
and Sarah Bliss organize
produce last summer collected
Jfrom local gardeners who
share their surplus with the
Franklin County Survival
Center food pantry.

Below: A trunkful of
produce and flowers, heading
to the Survival Center.
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Consider being part of
the Drawdown Montague
project to share fresh,
locally grown fruits
and veggies with neighbors
this year. Sharing will
also reduce food waste
and fossil fuel use.

For more information,
email Susan Campbell at
campbellsm3rd@gmail.com.
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By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD - The ques-
tion has lingered for nearly a
century. That is, where did the
first tavern in Bloody Brook, now
South Deerfield, stand?

Everyone knows the building’s
location in 1932, when South
Deerfield building contractor Wil-
liam Gass moved it to its current
setting behind Old Deerfield’s In-
dian House. Today, there it stands
as Bloody Brook Tavern museum,
Gass’ interpretation of the sin-
gle-story, center-chimney colonial
building as originally constructed.

But what lot did this building
occupy when constructed around
1750? That’s the vexing question.

Greenfield’s Daily Record-
er-Gazette was on the scene for
the old tavern’s removal to Old
Deerfield. The lead story on Au-
gust 6, 1932 was headlined “South
Deerfield ‘Old Bee Hive’ House
Being Moved to Old Deerfield by
Gass.” The article, no byline, was
strong on tradition but weak on
fact — leaving unclear the build-
ing’s original location while taking
a speculative approach to the year
it was moved to its 1932 site.

Because the structure had
“stood just south of the Arms
pocketbook shop for longer than
the oldest inhabitant could re-
member,” the paper surmised that
it must have been moved before
or during the railroad’s 1846 ar-
rival to South Deerfield.

After that move to what is today
89 Main Street, “improvements”
were made with the addition of a
second story, an ell, and an 18-by-
27 ballroom that was eventually
partitioned into tenement rooms.
Almost 200 years old and falling
into disrepair by 1932, the building
was rescued by Gass.

To recount the tavern’s histo-
ry, the Recorder-Gazette leaned
heavily upon its own hardcover
Centennial Gazette 1792-1892,
which would have been readily
available. That’s likely the source
for the reference to “the former
A.W. Fay place” as the building’s
original setting. The Fay farm-
house, more commonly known in
history as “the Sedgwick Cool-
ey place,” may or may not exist
today. It stood, and likely still
stands, on what is today Yazwins-
ki farm at 144 North Main Street.

Centennial Gazette readers

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

would have found the Fay refer-
ence helpful in identifying the
original tavern site. Not the case
for those reading the 1932 Re-
corder-Gazette story. By then,
Fay had been gone nearly 40
years. Deeds show that Asa W.
Fay of Springfield purchased the
84-acre Sedgwick Cooley farm
and outbuildings in 1886 from
William E. Thayer of Williams-
burg. Eight years later, with Fay
in financial distress, the property
was sold at auction to townsman
Azariah Cooley Boyden, who had
had deep roots in South Deer-
field’s first tavern.

Was it coincidence that Boy-
den’s mother, Sophia Cooley, had
lineage taking her back to the tav-
ern’s beginnings through its first
two tavernkeepers — Samuel Bar-
nard (1721-88) and brother-in-
law successor Capt. Nathan Frary
(1719-94)? Sophia was Sedg-
wick’s cousin, granddaughter of
Azariah Cooley (1731-77), who
was among the earliest Bloody
Brook settlers.

Azariah’s widow, Eleanor Wari-
ner, was from the tavern neighbor-
hood, so to speak. Better yet, she
had a hand in the Barnard, then
Frary, taverns as the wife of both
men. She married Barnard after
her first husband died, then wed
Frary after Barnard passed.

From her legacy arose two ad-
joining North Main Street farms,
including two dwellings, many
outbuildings, a prolific spring for
drinking-water, and more than
120 contiguous acres. Fifty-five
of those acres now comprise
Bloody Brook Farm, owned by
the Yazwinski family. That farm
lost its upland acreage when
North Sugarloaf was taken by
eminent domain to create a state
reservation.

These two consecutive “Cool-
ey” farms show up east of the road
and the brook on the 1855 Clark
map of Deerfield and the 1858
Walling map of Franklin County.
They are marked, north to south,
as dwellings of “Mrs. E. Cooley”
and “S. Cooley” — that is, widow
Esther Packard Cooley (1811-58)
and her brother-in-law Sedgwick
Cooley (1804-69).

Esther was the widow of Sedg-
wick’s older brother Caleb Al-
len Cooley (1800-1845), and the
daughter of Shelburne minister

see VALLEY VIEW page B8
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Above: Magnolia buds about to burst during the first week of April on a small tree in a Turners Falls back yard.

Pop-Up Clinic Offers Alternative Care

By KAREN GUILLETTE

TURNERS FALLS - Have you been wondering
what’s going on under the array of tents that appear ev-
ery other Thursday in front of the Mariposa storefront
on Avenue A in downtown Turners Falls? In the shade
of these canopies is a team of dedicated alternative
healing practitioners from the People’s Medicine Proj-
ect (PMP), providing herbal, massage and acupuncture
treatments to anyone in need... free of charge!

The People’s Medicine Project began in 2013 with
a focus on herbal medicine. Leslie Chaison, the found-
er and director, had studied herbal medicine and be-
came convinced that connecting with plant medicine
was a powerful healing modality. When she finished
her training with well-known local herbalist Bonnie
Bloom, she thought deeply about what kind of prac-
tice she would have. She realized that she didn’t want
to become an herbalist that many could not afford.
Bloom provided further training and support to her in
developing a clinic model of service, and the People’s
Medicine Project was born.

The Project’s website explains that the name “Peo-
ple’s Medicine” celebrates the coevolved relationship
between humans and plants since the beginning of hu-
man life. Plants have been used in every culture in the
world not only as food but also as life-saving medicine.
In recent decades, this knowledge and connection has
been greatly diminished or completely lost, and the
People’s Medicine Project is all about changing that.

“These services are not a replacement for the care
of a medical doctor,” the site further notes, “but can be
enormously helpful in alleviating many physical and
mental health conditions, and empowering individuals

[KAREN GUILLETTTE [PHOTO

A client receives a massage at the People’s
Medicine Project clinic in Turners Falls.

to have agency in their own health care.”

In the interest of becoming a bridge to herbal med-
icine, Chaison began collaborating with the Recovery
Project in Greenfield to provide services to individu-
als struggling with substance abuse. The project soon

see MEDICINE page B4

Seeing the Forest for the Trees

JACQUELINE GALLO IMAGE

The imagery for Jacqueline Gallos tarot card
“The Lovers” draws from her research into the
meanings ascribed to apples in Celtic and other lore.

HATFIELD - Jacqueline Gallo has long been inter-
ested in the Tarot, a deck of cards with a history as mys-
terious as its uncanny powers of divination. While she’s
never done readings for other people, drawing cards
for herself during difficult or confusing times has often
given Gallo reassurance about her path forward. Even
cards drawn in a “spirit of fun” can help us to see what
we already know but aren’t fully aware of, she said.

“The Tarot has always fascinated me visually, as
well as its relation to a mystical/magical realm,” Gallo
said. “I’ve always felt in my heart there is more than
meets the eye to this world, and the Tarot can help us

‘see’ it slightly.”

Gallo, who lives in South Hadley and teaches art
part-time at Southern New Hampshire University, re-
cently embarked on the journey of creating her own
deck, which she calls Tree Tarot. Now through June 18,
you can see prints of some of the cards, as well as pre-
liminary pencil sketches, in an exhibit at Black Birch
Vineyard in Hatfield.

Fascinated by Trees

The most widely recognized Tarot deck is the Rid-
er-Waite deck, sometimes called the Rider-Waite-
Smith deck, to rightly honor its illustrator Pamela
Colman Smith. Smith’s illustrations, centered in a
medieval, human world, are likely what most people
envision when they think of the Tarot. Yet, since 1909
when that deck was published, many artists, includ-
ing Salvador Dali, have taken on the arduous task of
bringing their own vision to the Tarot’s 78 cards.

see TAROT page B5
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“FIFI’)

Are you waiting for a spunky
senior lady to join your life? Well
look no further than Fifi. She’s got
the sass that’ll keep you on your
toes, the adorable tiny face to draw
you in, and a personality to keep
you laughing. She has no thoughts
on slowing down, either!

Fifi does have some medical
issues that will need ongoing care
in the future, but as of right now is

a happy senior lady with quite the
personality.

Interested in adopting? Ani-
mals at Dakin are available only
in Springfield currently. Contact
adoption staff at springfield@da-
kinhumane.org and include your
name and phone number.

For more information, call (413)
781-4000 or visit www.dakinhu-
mane.org.

Senior Center Activities
APRIL 19 THROUGH 23

GILL and MONTAGUE

The Gill Montague Senior Cen-
ter is closed and will reopen when
advised by state and local author-
ities that it is safe to do so. This
measure is taken not lightly but
with the utmost concern for the
most vulnerable in our community.

The Council on Aging staff will
be available for referrals and in-
formation from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Mondays through Thursdays, at
(413) 863-9357 by telephone, and
coa@montague-ma.gov by email.

ERVING

Senior Center director Paula
Betters writes:

“Erving Senior Center is still
closed to the public. We are here
daily taking calls and doing out-
reach work for seniors and their
families. Call with any ques-
tions or concerns, need help with
SHINE, SNAP. We are also tak-
ing calls to help seniors sign up

for their COVID vaccine. We are
here to help make a difference.”
Paula can be reached at (413)
423-3649 or paula-betters@erv-
ing-ma.gov.

LEVERETT

Leverett senior activities are
currently canceled. Further up-
dates are being distributed via
TTY telephone and email. For
more information, contact the Le-
verett COA at (413) 548-1022 x 5,
or coa@leverett.ma.us.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is open
for a foot care clinic the first-
Wednesday of each month. Call
Katie Nolan at (978) 544-2306 for
information or appointments. Oth-
erwise, there are no activities. The
Senior Health Rides is also sus-
pended until advisories change.
For more information, call Nancy
Spittle at (978) 544-6760.

Local Supermarket
Senior Accommodations

Supermarkets in Massachusetts are now required to provide special
hours for seniors and immunocompromised shoppers. Call ahead -
this information is accurate as of November 30, 2020; hours and accom-

modations are still changing.

Big Y:
Foster’s:

Senior hours from 7 to 8 a.m.
Senior hours from 7 to 8 a.m.

(413) 772-0435
(413) 773-1100

Green Fields Market: Senior hours from 8 to 9 a.m. Monday-Sat-
urday and 10 to 11 a.m. on Sunday. Curbside pickup available. Order
by 8 p.m.; order ready for pickup between 1 and 5 the following day.

Delivery also available.

(413) 773-9567

McCusker’s Market: Curbside pickup only 10 to 11 a.m. Or-
der between 12 and 1 p.m. for pickup the following day. Email

pickup@franklincommunity.coop

Stop and Shop: Senior hours from 6 to 8 a.m.

(413) 625-2548
(413) 774-6096

By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY - It’s my
dad’s fault, but what’s a fellow to
do? He had two daughters, no sons,
and | was the eldest.

And so, from an early age, | be-
came a Red Sox fan.

My dad was a fanatic about
many things: no TV, listen to the
radio, play records, read books.

Much later, when | was grown up
and married, we bought tickets to a
game and treated my parents. We
brought a picnic with us which we
consumed in a local garden at the
Fens complete with French bread,
cheese, and even a bottle of wine
before it was time for the game.

The roar of the crowd at Fenway
was deafening. We were playing
the Yankees that late afternoon and
everyone was taunting José Canse-
co, who had recently been traded
and could not make a hit against
his former team.

Of course the Red Sox won,
and we drove home merrily in
high spirits.

Watching the game in person was
awhole new level of enjoyment. \We

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT

THE GARDENER’S COMPANION

had driven my little Saab, and thus
were able to squeeze into a small
parking spot and therefore escape
the crowds before having to brave
the long line back out of the city.

It was years before we went to
a live game again. This time, my
parents were divorced, and we took
my dad to the park as a special treat.
We sat in the stands once again and
were nearly engaged in a fist fight
between some Red Sox fans and
those cheering on the Yankees.

After that, 1 had my own
apartment and a television so we
watched the game from a whole
new perspective.

But nothing ever really compet-
ed with the game and the fans in
person at Fenway.

My father has also to take respon-
sibility for my desire to be a writer.

He himself aspired to be a pub-
lished writer and began by writ-
ing children’s stories. To support
a family of four he wrote text for
Coronet films. We lived in a sub-
urb of Chicago, and he went into
the city on the train. When | was
halfway through the fourth grade,
we moved to Vermont so my dad
could take up writing full time.
This plan held up for the half year
left of the school year, and then we
moved again, so my dad could go
to teacher’s college in Keene. My
mom found a job teaching French

in a nearby high school.

Once my father had his teach-
ing degree, both he and my mom
secured teaching jobs at what was
then Northfield School for Girls,
and we really settled in for a while.
As it happened, they both found
they loved teaching but that also
meant that my dad gave up on a ca-
reer as a writer.

No one in the family ever had a
real career in writing, although we
all — my parents, my sister and | —
dabbled in it.

In the end | became a teacher,
too. There is joy in that as well.

In my first years 1 was barely
older than my ninth grade students.
Later | taught preschool, special
needs students, adults, and middle
school. Teaching and social work
filled my working life. It was all
about love for the language and in-
teractions with others. What is com-
municated in speech and in the writ-
ten word is so critically important.

Now, here | am in my seventies,
playing at writing again. | love it
and am frustrated by it. But I’ll
keep at it because in the long run,
it’s also satisfying. Maybe the best
part is that my income isn’t depen-
dent upon it, or my ego either. It’s
the dessert at the end of the meal;
it’s the candy in the toe of the
Christmas stocking. When it’s go-
ing well, it’s just plain fun.

A Return to the Sporting Life

Above: Green Wave running back Marcus Sanders (#20) gains
yardage against the Frontier Red Hawks last Friday, April 9.
Sanders is one of five Turners Falls athletes competing in the
Green Wave co-op team, which includes players from Greenfield,
Mobawk Trail, Pioneer, and TFHS. The Wave blanked
the visiting Hawtks 14-0 in the Fall 1T competition.

Off and running: The Green Wave's
Brendan Driscoll slips through the Hawks’ talons.

PLAGE YoUR BUSINESS GARD 12 WEEX MINIMUY) GALL 86380661

Route 2, Gill

863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Monday — Thursday

DAVID HOITT PHOTOS

115 inl: Green Wave gnard Ryan Duclos signals at the
goal line as the Wave makes good on its second tonchdown.




APRIL 15, 2021

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

B3

LOCAL LIBRARY PROGRAMS

Greenfield:

GREENFIELD - Join psychol-
ogist, educator, author, and local
neighbor/activist  Daniel  Cantor
Yalowitz, Ed.D., for an informed
and informative discussion about
the challenges and joys of friend-
ship during and beyond the time of
COVID at the Greenfield Public Li-
brary this Thursday, April 15 at 7 p.m.

Learn about his new book, Re-
flections on the Nature of Friend-
ship, his ongoing research, and his
fervent desire to connect and re-

New Salem:

NEW SALEM - The New Sa-
lem Public Library is offering a
two-part Zoom program, “Let’s
Talk About Racism,” on Tuesday,
April 20, with a follow-up book dis-
cussion on May 11.

Cate Woolner of Northfield and
Jade Barker of Hadley will help par-
ticipants understand how everyone
in the United States, regardless of
race, is exposed to the racist mes-
sages that permeate our culture. Us-
ing a mix of presentation and small-
group discussion, they will help
people explore how unconscious
bias works, and the role that guilt
and shame play in interfering with
understanding and undoing racism.

A Zoom book discussion led by
Woolner and Barker on May 11 at
7 p.m. will provide an opportunity
for further self-reflection leading
to further learning and action after
people read Me and White Suprem-
acy by Layla Saad.

Woolner and Barker are pro-
fessional trainers, facilitators, and

Friendship

connect with his friends around the
world and help you to do the same
with yours, while we slowly emerge
from this lengthy period of seclu-
sion, isolation, and insularity, and
loss of so much, with time at the end
for questions-and-responses.

To register for the Zoom Link,
contact us at: librarian(@greenfield-
publiclibrary.org. This program,
sponsored by the Friends of the
Greenfield Library, is free and open
to the public.

Anti-Racism

mediators who offer interactive
programs that encourage people to
consider their own role in the sys-
temic racism of our country, and to
take action in their communities.

“Sometimes in a homogenous,
predominantly white communi-
ty, racism can be invisible. People
think that these problems don’t hap-
pen here,” explains presenter Jade
Barker. “Yet when we examine our
hard-wired, unconscious biases, we
find some surprising messages and
beliefs. We can’t undo racism until
we rethink the narrative we all swam
in growing up in the United States
where white is the standard, the
norm, the superior group.... [U]nder-
standing how we might unknowing-
ly perpetuate these harmful ideas,
strengthens our community, brings
us together, and invites us to be more
welcoming and inclusive.”

Go to bit.ly/3ditZjC to register.
For more information, contact library
director Diana Smith at n_salem@
cwmars.org or (978) 544-6334.

HIGHLI

HTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE L

Turkey Abduction; Hissing Wire; Burning Trash;
Third Street Parties; Fourth Street Fight; Opposum

Monday, 4/5

6:45 am. Recurrent ha-
rassing calls to the MPD
business line. Caller mak-
ing vulgar comments to
dispatch, talking about ter-
rorists, and commenting
on recent news headlines.
1:26 p.m. Ongoing annoy-
ing calls to MPD, includ-
ing recorded messages and
the caller commenting “at
least you're getting paid.”
2:40 p.m. Turners Falls
FD
burning on Keith Street
without a permit.

9:39 p.m. Millers Falls
Road caller reported his
ID was hacked and his
information was used in a

investigated  brush

fraudulent manner.
Tuesday, 4/6

12:02 a.m. Third Street
caller complained about
upstairs neighbors mak-
ing a lot of noise. Second
call stated lots of peo-
ple are in and out of the
apartment all the time for
Third call
reported a drunk-sound-
ing female who claimed
to be alone, but the caller
said six people were in the
apartment. All quiet when
police Fourth
call reported yelling and
swearing upstairs.

4:42 p.m. Report of a me-
dium-sized white dog by
caller traveling south on

short visits.

arrived.

Dakin’s Annual Pet Food Drive

By MELISSAWLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD - Dakin
Humane Society, headquartered
at 171 Union Street in Spring-
field, has been providing pet
food aid for more than 15 years,
according to a WWLP article |
found online. This year, they are
doing a pet food drive during
the whole month of April. They
plan on gathering up to 50,000
pounds of pet food.

“We are holding our first,
month-long food drive to feed
the animals in our care and to
restock our shelves for our tre-
mendously important Pet Food
Aid program,” said Kaitlyn

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAKIN HUMANE SOCIETY

A volunteer’s car loaded with pet food donations.

Holloway, the development and
events coordinator at Dakin.

Kaitlyn also mentioned Da-
kin gave out 12,000 pounds of
pet food last year in Franklin
County. “This food can be the
small difference that helps pet
stay where they belong — in their
homes,” she said.

Several locations have vol-
unteered to be drop-off loca-
tions for the food. Those include
several Stop & Shops in the
areca, a handful of Petco stores,
and Smithland Supply stores.
A couple of not-so-well-known
pet stores are also drop-off lo-
cations. Dave’s Soda and Pet
City at 151 Springfield Street
in Agawam is one. Another is a
place in West Springfield called
Pet Supplies Plus.

There is one [ know in Green-
field that is involved in this, and
it’s called Animal Crackers. At

the time I researched this, I saw
a goal monitor on the Society’s
official website that said they
had collected 1,927 pounds in
donations so far.

I also discovered through the
same WWLP article that for a
while, Dakin was getting pet
food through a drive-thru event,
which is kind of a cool way to
do it. T think people would
agree with me.

People certainly have a fair
amount of enthusiasm for help-
ing out with this sort of thing.
The manager of Dave’s Soda
and Pet City, a woman named
Stephanie, confirmed that this is
the first time they are participat-
ing in the drive. “We would do it
again,” she said.

The manager named Gail at
Pet Supplies Plus was also like
that. “We encourage customers
to donate to Dakin every day

of the week,” she said. This is
the first time they have been in-
volved in this drive, she told me.
Animal Crackers is also doing
this for the first time, like the
other places I mentioned.

I think it would also be very
cool if they reach their goal of
50,000 pounds of donations. I
bet that would help with there
being a second time around for
some of those locations helping
with this. T personally wonder if
that goal they had in mind would
be some kind of record-setting
amount. I wish them the best of
luck with reaching it.

There are online places you
can give donations to Dakin
through as well. One is Ama-
zon.com and the other is Chewy.
com. They both have wish lists
on them to help with what you
can donate.

Turners Falls Road.

5:22 p.m. Caller on Ma-
sonic Avenue reporting
a group of females have
stolen more goods from
his property.

10:37 pm. TF Fire De-
partment advised of an
ongoing issue with a male
party burning his trash
on L. Street.

Wednesday, 4/7

4:16 am. Millers Falls
Road resident’s vehicle was
found in Deerfield parked
on a sidewalk, unlocked,
with the steering column
open. Officer reported the
female party has been liv-
ing in the truck for a week.
9:16 am. Caller from
Bridge Street in Millers
Falls reported his land-
lord has placed items
outside his window so
he can’t get out in case
of a fire. FD followed up
with the landlord. A tent
was erected by another
tenant, and the landlord
will have it removed.
11:08 a.m. Randall Woods
Drive caller reported scam
calls and illegal dumping.
1:44 p.m. Caller report-
ed erratic red Ford Focus
driving erratically, pass-
ing cars, heading north on
Montague City Road.

2 pm. Walk-in report-
ed an aggressive dog on
Walnut Street that is fre-
quently off leash, unsu-
pervised, and continually
charges her while she is
out walking.

2:17 p.m. Caller from Fifth
Street reported a pole with
lines attached to it, one of
which is hissing loudly.
4:25 p.m. Party on Elev-
enth Street stated she was
driving on the Patch and
a group of kids on bikes
were weaving in and out
of the road, and one of
them came at her car
head-on. She stopped and
tried to talk to the kids,
and they started laughing
and acting like they want-
ed to fight. Officer spoke
to kids; parent will keep
an eye on them.
Thursday, 4/8

12:21 am. Third Street
caller requested an of-
ficer due to loud noises
sounding like a bowling
ball being dropped on the
floor. Officer could hear
the noise from the street,
and spoke to the upstairs
neighbors. Second call re-
ported noises are louder
than before. (Noises could
be heard by the dispatch-
er.) Quiet when the officer
returned. Third call stat-
ed there is a party upstairs
with people coming and
going via the back steps.
1:42 am. Report of males
fighting and threaten-
ing to kill each other on
Fourth Street. All quiet
when the officer arrived.
1:58 am. N Street caller
complaining that neigh-
bors are being overly loud
around their bonfire. Offi-
cer talked to parties, who

agreed to quiet down for
the night.

6:40 a.m. Caller reported
an open door at the big
red barn on the corner of
Depot and Montague City
roads. Officer reported the
premises were empty; no
sign of forced entry.

8:09 a.m. L Street caller
advised of options re-
garding ongoing harass-
ment from her neighbor.
8:14 a.m. Dell Street call-
er requested assistance
relocating an opossum
living under her shed.
ACO is off duty for the
next two days, but will be
given the information.
3:55 p.m. Caller reported
a dark colored Chevy Sil-
verado swerved into his
lane at the Canal Road
bridge and their mirrors
struck each other. The Sil-
verado drove off. A BOLO
was issued and neighbor-
ing police were notified.
4:20 p.m. Caller reported a
Sunderland Road resident
is driving a vehicle with
Vermont registration. He
admitted to a verbal alter-
cation while he was at the
residence doing work.
5:06 p.m. Caller reported
a vehicle on Greenfield
Cross Road stopped on
the side of the road, put a
turkey into the back seat,
and drove off. Vehicle last
seen pulling into a drive-
way on Greenfield Road.
Owner of the turkey was
notified; it had wandered
off following some pe-
destrians. Tukey retrieved
and returned to its home.
7:15 p.m. Anonymous call-
er from Randall Road re-
ported a very loud small
red car with engine/mut-
fler issues routinely dis-
turbing the neighborhood.
10:33 p.m. Meadow Road
caller reported inebriated
father giving him a hard
time. Officer mediated,
peace restored.

10:50 p.m. Montague City
Road caller reported up-
stairs neighbor’s children
being way too loud.
Friday, 4/9

12:32 p.m. Caller reports
a silver Tracker cut her
oft at Cumberland Farms.
She flipped oft the other
driver, who did the same,
then proceeded to drive
19 mph along Montague
City Road. Both vehicles
are now stopped at the red
light at the General Pierce
Bridge. Caller advised not
to engage with other driv-
er, make further gestures,
or follow the vehicle.
7:11 pm. Caller
Cumberland Farms
ported he and a friend
were called racial slurs by

from
re-

a male party who threat-
ened to shoot them and
then left in a white car.
Caller’'s mother knew the
female driver of the car,
who advised the police of-
ficer that neither she nor
her friends made contact
with the kids at any time.
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295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA

s

The driver is a friend of
the caller’s mother and
will contact her.

8:00 p.m. Caller reported
her Turners Falls Road
neighbor is
and whenever she and

inebriated,

her 16-year-old daughter
go outside he yells and
swears at them. Situation
mediated.

9:46 p.m. Caller reported
a suspicious female stand-
ing outside his girlfriend’s
residence staring at the
house before running off
into the woods.

9:52 p.m. Caller reported a
suspicious person entered
a neighboring residence.
confirmed,
and granted permission
for forceable entry. With
Erving PD assisting,
the officer spoke to an
uncooperative male par-
ty through the window.
Re-contacted homeowner,
who advised the person
actually did have permis-
sion to be there.
Saturday, 4/10

5:45 am. Repeated calls to
the business line making
statements,
playing pre-recorded news
clips,
genitalia, and calling the
dispatcher vulgar names.
8:51 a.m. Bridge Street
caller reported he has a
surveillance tape showing
someone he does not rec-
ognize stealing a package.
9:51 am. Two calls re-
porting
riding mower
on Industrial Boulevard.

Homeowner

nonsensical

referencing  male

vehicle versus

accident

Driver of
thrown off. Transported
by ambulance.

1:41 p.m.
ident reported seeing a
male on his porch looking
in his windows earlier in

mower was

Leverett res-

the day. Caller is now driv-
ing and saw the same male
walking in Montague on
Federal Street near Cen-
ter Street, looking in win-
dows. Officers unable to
locate the person.

2:47 p.m. Caller reported
harassment via Facebook
messages. Advised of
options.

4:40 p.m. Report of two
vehicles drag racing on
Country Club Lane headed
toward Griswold Street.
8:07 p.m. Montague Cen-
ter FD responded to a re-
port of alarge unattended
fire in a sand pit, creating
a lot of heavy smoke.

8:24 p.m. Report of a dark
SUV that nearly hit pe-
destrians near Unity Park
and First Street while do-
ing donuts in the parking
lot by the old bridge.

9:22 p.m. L Street caller
reported that three men
walking by her apartment
threatened to shoot her
dog in the mouth after it
barked at them.

11:17 pm. A Main Street
resident reported a loud
party, loud music, and bon-
fire. Partiers will put the
fire out and head inside.

~
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grew to include acupuncture, mas-
sage, and an array of natural healing
modalities and practitioners.

During the pandemic, the PMP
created mobile outdoor clinics
in Turners Falls, Greenfield, and
Springfield in order to be able to con-
tinue to bring these services directly
to local communities to address a
wide range of health concerns.

According to Chaison, the mis-
sion of the project is to decrease
health disparities related to systems
of oppression that have affected
people’s access to wellness support
within the healthcare system. She
points out that although there are
many herbalists, masseuses, and
acupuncturists here in the Pioneer
Valley, their services are primarily
utilized by white, middle-class cli-
ents with resources.

There are also challenges to ac-
cessibility other than cost that her
program has identified, she says.
These include the need for trau-
ma-informed practices and aware-
ness of gender identity issues. The
project’s goal is to create a wel-
coming space and provide clients
with both voice and choice in their
health care.

Many local residents have taken
advantage of these free offerings.
Some have had experience with
herbal medicine as part of their cul-
tural heritage. For others, all of these
practices are a completely new expe-
rience. All express gratitude for the
generosity and caring provided.

Frances Rivera, a resident of
Turners Falls with Cuban, Chero-
kee, and Blackfoot heritage, was
receiving an acupuncture treat-
ment this past Thursday at the mo-
bile clinic when | stopped by. She
shared that she has been a client of

the People’s Medicine Project since
2019 when she was participating in
the Recovery Project.

Ms. Rivera has frequently taken
advantage of the acupuncture, mas-
sage, and energy work provided by
the People’s Medicine Project, and
has found it has worked well for her.
She points out that, in addition to
her Christian faith, it has been help-
ful to incorporate these and other
types of healing activities into her
recovery and her life as a whole.

“Even small steps in the right di-
rection,” she said, “help push me for-
ward for the betterment of my life.”

Lynn Golan, one of several herb-
alists working in the PMP, has been
on board since 2019. “I didn’t ‘get
into’ herbs,” Lynn says. “They got
into me!” She became interested in
herbal medicine in college, and has
been increasingly inspired by the
many health benefits of herbs.

As she pointed out, “We
wouldn’t all be here today if our
ancestors and others didn’t under-
stand, appreciate, and use herbs for
healing long before modern med-
ical practices became available.”
She got involved with the PMP
as soon as she came to the Valley
because she enjoys working in the
community in this clinic capacity,
supporting people’s health.

Another PMP practitioner, Faith
Enuol, has been doing massage for
ten years. She loves the way that
massage, herbal remedies, and acu-
puncture help support the body’s in-
nate healing ability. “It’s a shame,”
she said, “that these remedies and
practices aren’t more accessible
within mainstream medicine.”

She participates in the PMP be-
cause she feels strongly that these al-
ternative healing methods should be
shared and used more widely. Like

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY LYNN GOLAN

Moon Mooney prepares herbal medicine for a client at the Turners Falls pop-up clini.

all of the services provided by the
PMP her massage is free to anyone
who needs one. According to Ms.
Enuol, “What we want is to create a
world in which we take care of each
other and experiment with different
ways of operating outside of the eco-
nomic/medical model.”

Kathy Schermerhorn has been a
practicing acupuncturist for twenty
years, and currently has a practice
at Abundant Splendor on Second
Street in Turners Falls. Her reason
for involvement in this initiative is

Learning to Fly Fish: Part ]

Ariel Jones, who recently passed
away, once penned a series of 14
articles in the Montague Report-
er on her experiences learning to
fly fish. This is the first in the se-
ries, which ran from March 24 to
August 11, 2005.

Jones, a pioneer of the art scene
in downtown Turners Falls, moved
here from New York City and
opened a photography studio on
Avenue A in 2000.

By ARIEL JONES

TURNERS FALLS - A few
years ago, while still living in
New York City, | began to day-
dream about learning to fly fish. I
cannot remember anything in par-
ticular which led to this desire,
so antithetical to my busy and

REPORTER FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF ARIEL JONES

productive city life.

Along the way | received an in-
expensive fly rod and creel for my
birthday one summer, and a fishing
vest some time later, but | still had
done nothing about actually be-
ginning to fish. By May of 2000, I
had decided to leave New York and
move to Turners Falls to open a
photo studio in western Mass. Lurk-
ing in shadows behind all the prepa-
ration for the move gleamed fish.

Now | look back at that decision
to leave New York and | have to
wonder. Was | actually leaving in
order to learn how to fish?

After living in Turners Falls for a
few months, | became reacquainted
with my college roommate and her
husband. | had never really known
Tom before. During one visit, |
learned that he had been a fly fisher
for some 25 years. | told him about

Apriel Jones practices her casting technigune.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

my interest —more like a daydream,
really — in fly fishing and he said
he would take me out sometime to
see what it was like. We planned
a date, and one hot July afternoon
I drove out to their place in New
Braintree, excited to finally have
a chance to go out with someone
who could show me how to fish.
Before going to the river, Tom
gave me a casting lesson in their
backyard. It was harder than I ex-
pected. | felt awkward and embar-
rassed by my clumsiness, but per-
sisted until it was time to go.

Things | Hadn’t Thought Of

As Tom was putting his gear
in the van, | suddenly realized |
hadn’t given any thought to what
one should wear while wading in a
river. 1 only had an old pair of chi-
nos and sandals with me. Oh well,
it was only water. Right?

We walked through a field until
we reached the bank of the Ware
River. | followed Tom (who wore
waders) down the embankment and
was horrified to discover the reality
of actually walking into a moving
body of water. Trees overhung the
banks and little swarms of mos-
quitoes buzzed above the surface.
Apart from trout, what else was in
the dark brown water?

Suddenly the inadequacy of my
clothing struck me. If I went into
this unknown water would some-
thing strange swim up my pant
legs? Vivid pictures from the mov-
ie African Queen presented them-
selves, pictures of Humphrey Bo-

similar to all of the practitioners
participating in the PMP: to bring
more choices in health care to the
community. Although acupuncture
is getting covered by insurance
more and more lately because it
has proven so effective — particu-
larly in addressing veterans with
PTSD - many people in our com-
munity aren’t covered by insur-
ance, and have few resources to put
toward self-care.

“Everyone is under stress these
days,” she said. “It’s in every

breath we take. Nobody is immune,
and the stress has a big impact on
our bodies.”

The acupuncture method Scher-
merhorn is using with clients is
a well known protocol, a simple
treatment with a profound effect on
calming the nervous system and in
creating a state of well-being. It is
a painless procedure that involves
putting five very small, thin needles
in each ear lobe. Just sitting for this
procedure and being able to de-stress
for 20 minutes can help manage the
many challenges of the moment.

Good nutrition is key to health
and wellness, and in Turners Falls
the PMP mobile clinic is located
right next to a food distribution
center staffed by members of the
Pioneer Valley Workers Council.
This group provides each recipient
a big bag of fresh produce and a va-
riety of other staples, free of charge
and without proof of income eligi-
bility.

The spring schedule for the
PMP’s mobile clinics in Turners
Falls and Greenfield is as follows:

Thursdays in Turners Falls: April
22, May 6, May 20, June 3, and June
17 from 2 to 4 p.m., in front of the
Mariposa storefront at 111 Avenue A

Mondays in Greenfield: April 26,
May 10, May 17, May 24, and June
7 from 12:30 to 4 p.m.. at the St.
James and St. Andrew’s Church at 8
Church Street.

The People’s Medicine Project is
able to provide their services free of
charge to the public and they depend
on the generosity of donors and the
occasional small grant to support
their work. For more information
or make a donation, go to www.peo-
plesmedicineproject.com
or email peoplesmedicine-
clinic@gmail.com.

Montague Gommunify Television News

We’ll Edit Your Videos!

By HANNAH BROOKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - It’s vol-
leyball season! The first home
game is up for the Turners Falls
Varsity Girls volleyball team.
Also up on the MCTV Vimeo
page is “The Lost Tribe,” a live
musical performance presented
by CouchMusic at Hawks and
Reed. The Montague selectboard
has posted this week’s meetings
to the MCTV Vimeo page, and
LifePath has posted a forum on
“What You Need to Know About
the COVID-19 Vaccine.”

All MCTV videos are available
on the MCTV Vimeo page, which
can be found linked to the MCTV
website, montaguetv.org, under
the tab “Videos.” All community
members are welcome to submit
their videos to be aired on Channel

gart pulling the old boat through a
shallow swampy section of a leech-
filled river, Katherine Hepburn
pulling the leeches off his back
when he returned to the boat, his
revulsion. It’s one of those movie
images that stays with you always,
like Janet Leigh’s shower scene in
Psycho. How well did | know Tom,
anyway? I hesitated.

These were not the images |
had enjoyed in my daydream of
fishing in a river. In my mind,
the water was always rushing by,
clean and clear, inspiring a feeling
of joy, peace and well-being. The

17, as well as featured on Vimeo.

MCTV is always available to
assist in local video production as
well. Cameras, tripods, and light-
ing equipment are available for
checkout, and filming and editing
assistance can be provided.

The MCTV board is looking
for new board members, specifi-
cally someone interested in filling
the role of treasurer. The station is
also looking to hire a producer to
make Spanish-language content.
Please email infomontaguetv@
gmail.com with a resume to
schedule an interview!

Something going on you think
others would like to see? If you
get in touch, we can show you
how easy it is to use a camera
and capture the moment. Contact
us at (413) 863-9200 or infomon-
taguetv@gmail.com.

large blue sky overhead was bright
and optimistic. There weren’t any
mosquitoes. In my dream the river
was friendly and welcoming, not
threatening and filled with anxiety.
I wanted to go back to the van and
wait until Tom was done fishing.
At the same time, | knew | had
babbled on about wanting to go so
much it would be humiliating to
back out now.

Pride won the day, and | cau-
tiously followed him down the
bank and put one sandaled foot in
front of the other and walked into
the water.
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TAROT from page B1

Gallo shifts the imagery from the
human world to the forest. Writing
by email, Gallo explained, “Grow-
ing up in a rural part of northern
Rhode Island, I was always drawn
to the woods. | can remember, even
asachild, being fascinated by trees,
the colors they would turn in au-
tumn, and understanding they held
an important place in our world.

“In middle school | would do
projects that focused on protecting
the rainforests — I’'m always try-
ing to save the earth. Growing up,
I became aware of the peace and
solitude the forest would offer me
and | fell in love with the idea that
nature ‘centered’ me. Especially in
the forest, | always feel like I’'m the
closest to myself I’ll ever be.”

She added, “I get the same feel-
ing under a canopy of trees that | do
when walking into a massive cathe-
dral. It’s a sacred place.”

Gallo is committed to working
to preserve this sacred place. She
plans to use some of the proceeds
of her deck, once it’s completed
and published, to benefit education
about forests and the conservation
and protection of them.

QUELINE @ALLO IMAGE

Big and Little Mysteries

In the Tarot deck, 22 of the 78
cards are called the Major Arcana;
the other 56 are the Minor Arcana, and are di-
vided into four suits: Cups, Rods or Wands,
Swords, and Pentacles. The word arcana
comes from mid-sixteenth-century Latin, and
means secrets, or mysteries.

Gallo has begun with the Major Arcana, and
is drawing from her research of Celtic, Dru-
id, and other lore pertaining to trees, to trans-
late cards such as The Emperor, The Hermit,
Death, or Strength into the world of the forest.
The Hermit, for instance, is a lone fir, stand-
ing in front of a luminous full moon. The High
Priestess is depicted as an elder, a tree Gallo
imagines as a “sacred white lady,” who con-
nects to “the very magical midsummer solstice,
and the circle of life.”

The card that kicked off the whole project
for Gallo was The Fool, which she represent-
ed as an aspen tree twisting against the back-
ground of more vertical trees.

“When 1 thought about The Fool and the
fact that the aspen can represent adventure or
recognizing our own traits of transformation
or courage, | immediately thought about the
images I’ve seen of curved aspens in Colora-
do,” explained Gallo. “Since I’m obsessed with
autumn, I wanted my first card to reflect that
season, as well as the idea of transformation.”

Once she’d had the idea for this card, she
said, she knew there was no going back.

South Hadley artist Jacqueline Gallo, shown here in
a selfie she took on a walk in ber beloved woods.

Gallo chose to depict “T'he Fool,” the first
card she created, as an aspen tree curving

against a background of more vertical trees.

Her card for The Lovers shows two apple
trees whose branches reach toward each other
to entwine in a curving embrace. Red apples lie
in piles on the ground, invoking ripeness and
plenty. There are overtones of the apple from
the Garden of Eden, though nothing in the im-
age specifically references that.

Gallo wrote about The Lovers card: “The
apple is symbolic of love and faithfulness. Fer-
tility and love-life are also ideas connected to
the apple. There are so many attributes to the
fruit of the apple tree that | personally adore —
especially as autumn comes around.

“Apples are known for their many uses to nur-
ture us and comfort us. | wanted to show the con-
nection between trees, comfort, and the benefits
they bring into our lives.”

Speaking by phone Gallo said that even
though she’s aware of how ambitious her proj-
ect is, the ideas and the compositions have
been coming easily. She’s been able to create
the cards in between the demands of her day
job, and the details of building a home with her
husband in South Hadley.

Right now, her studio hasn’t been built yet,
so she’s been pleased to find that she enjoys
bringing her hand-drawn sketches into a pro-
gram called Adobe Fresco, which mimics the
way individual materials work, “to the point
where, if you use a ‘marker,” and then put paint

over it, it bleeds,” she said, a hint of
amazement in her voice. The pro-
gram also allows her to recreate the
effects of materials such as gold leaf,
that would be too costly to buy, and
to create reproductions of her work.

“This is the first time in my life
I’m not struggling,” Gallo said of
her current art process. “It’s been
really fun.”

Laughing, she added, “The ago-
nizing part is more, ‘When can | get
back to it?””

See the exhibit at Black Birch
Vineyard, 108 Straits Road,
Hatfield.  For more informa-
tion call (413) 247-3300 or visit
blackbirchvineyard.com.

In  Greenfield, check out the
mural at the new Wild Roots Eat-
ery location at 201 Main Street,
formerly Antonio’s Pizza. Gallo
worked on the mural, which pro-
vides a fun selfie opportunity, with
fellow artists Kerry St. Laurent of
Hadley and Alicia Hanifin of Flor-
ence. Learn more about
Gallo and her work at
jacquelinegelfuso.com.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LEVERETT POLICE LOG
Harsh Texts; Sugarhouse Steam;
Brush Fires; Loose Horse; Scams

Monday, 3/1

10:36 p.m. Caller from
Teawaddle Hill Road re-
quested FD for a smell of
smoke. Resident reports
a burning smell when he
turns on house lights. A
tree has fallen on the elec-
trical drop to the house,
and a power line is down
across the driveway. FD
investigating.

11:28 p.m. Tree blocking
most of Rattlesnake Gut-
ter and Montague roads.
No wires involved. DPW
cleared the road of all
debris.

Tuesday, 3/2

4:22 am. Tree and wires
blocking Richardson Road.
Power company
the road is three-quarters

advised

blocked; cannot respond un-
til tomorrow. FD advised.

6:44 Caller
Shutesbury and Number

a.m. from
Six roads states that a tree
is leaning on primary wires.
No sparking, not blocking
anything, wires not hang-
ing down. Eversource has
information.

Wednesday, 3/3

7:32 a.m. Medical emergen-
cy, Sprinkle Road. COVID
screening performed and
agencies sent.

Thursday, 3/4

5:57 p.m. Chimney fire on
Broad Hill Road.
Friday, 3/5

11:51 am. Caller
Long Plain Road reported

from

unemployment fraud. The
Department of Unem-
ployment notified her that
someone attempted to ob-
tain benefits using her SSN.
She was told to report the
incident to the PD.

6:52 p.m. Caller from Long
Plain Road would like an of-
ficer to speak with her son
who is picking on and hurt-
ing his younger brother.
8:39 p.m. 911 cell call from
Pratt Corner Road. Noth-
ing heard, no response
to silent call procedures.
Nothing found in record
search. Got voicemail and
left a message. Party called
back and said it was an is-
sue with their iPhone.
Saturday, 3/6

10:43 a.m. Caller report-
had been

texting him using harsh

ed his ex-wife

language; asking for an of-
ficer to ask her to stop. No
threats were made. Officer
spoke with ex-wife who
said her former husband
used harsh language first
and she is considering ask-
ing to amend an existing
restraining order to include
no contact. She said she
would refrain from using
harsh language if he does.
Sunday, 3/7

2:33 p.m. Motor vehicle ac-
cident, Shutesbury Road.
No injuries reported. Utili-
ty responding on scene.
Monday, 3/8

1:07 pm. Report from
Long Plain Road reporting
smoke coming from a sugar
house. All set.

Tuesday 3/9

3:53 p.m. 911 call from

Ambherst Road. On call
back, got voicemail and left
message. Party called to
say she was resetting her
Apple watch.

5:40 p.m. Medical emergen-
cy on Teawaddle Hill Road.
6:03 p.m. Large pine on
Juggler Meadow Road up-
rooted, leaning over wires
and Eversource pole. High-
way boss notified..
Thursday, 3/11

9:02 a.m. Burglar alarm,
Montague Road. Alarm
company will notify key-
holder. Officer found it was
a book shipment.

Friday, 3/12

1:26 p.m. Caller from Put-
ney Road called about a
scam call stating she had
charges to her Amazon
account, but has not or-
dered from them in a long
time. She did not give
out personal information
and wanted the scam to
be logged.

Saturday, 3/13

2:58 pm. Caller asked to
speak to an officer about
a trespassing issue. Rocks
were removed from their
stacked
several feet away on their

wheelbarrow and

property. She thinks it may
have been kids, but isn’t sure.
Extra patrols requested.
10:38 p.m. Medical emer-
gency on North Leverett
Road. Party is not breath-
ing and has no pulse. No
CPR performed as sons
stated the family just
completed DNR paper-
work this week. Ambherst
FD responded. As family
could not provide DNR
paperwork, CPR was per-
formed until hospital duty
doctor authorized ceasing
procedures.

Sunday, 3/ 14

1:58 p.m. Caller reported an
incident on the side of Han-
nabrooke Drive and Lever-
ett Road. He was flagged
down by male who was run
off the road by a female
driver who seemed to be
in distress. She denied the
need for EMS and thinks
she can drive 300 feet to her
driveway. Advised to wait
on scene for PD.

6:15 p.m. Responded to a
chimney fire, Hemenway
Road.

Monday, 3/15

6:56 p.m. Brown leather
couch dumped oft the side
of Cave Hill Road. High-
way boss will remove it
from roadway.

Tuesday, 3/16

9:48 a.m. Caller on Long
Plain Road reports white
smoke coming out of and
from around the chimney.
Officer determined steam
from a sugarhouse, not
smoke.

5:52 pam. Caller reported
that a large brown dog ran
out into traffic near the
three-way intersection on
Depot Road. The dog has
no collar and wouldn't get
in his vehicle. It took off and
almost got hit a second time.
Wednesday, 3/17

1:54 p.m. Highway Depart-

FPLAGE YoUIR BUSINESS GARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIVUM) GALL 86386066

ment reported an injured
porcupine on Montague
Road. Animal dispatched,
and Highway Department
removed it.

10:28 p.m. Medical emer-
gency, Old Mountain Road.
FD to handle with an am-
bulance.

Friday, 3/19

6:22 p.m. Tree down block-
ing Shutesbury Road. No
wires involved.

Saturday, 3/20

6:44 p.m. Officer with a
disabled motor vehicle on
Shutesbury Road. AAA en
route.

Sunday, 3/21

3:42 p.m. Out-of-control
brush fire called in from
Juggler Meadow Road. No
permit issued for that loca-
tion. Officer said it was ap-
proximately 30 by 10 feet.
6:13 p.m. Caller reported a
lot of smoke at a location
on North Leverett Road.
Officer found fire extin-
guished; homeowner ad-
vised. All units clear.
Monday, 3/22

5:23 p.m. Brush fire re-
ported on Long Plain Road
behind the farm near the
tracks. At 7:37 pm. FD
reported fire extinguished
and cleaning up. Approxi-
mately 1 acre burned.
Wednesday, 3/24

7:26 a.m. Medical emergen-
cy, Old Long Plain Road.
Subject requested an ambu-
lance.

7:43 a.m. Officer and state
police are on Dudleyville
Road attempting to locate a
missing person.

1:26 p.m. Highway worker
locked keys in personal ve-
hicle on Montague Road.
Opened successfully.
Friday, 3/26

8:39 am. Attempted to
serve a warrant on Long
Plain Road. Property own-
er said the party hasn't
lived on the property in a
month. Checked camper at
rear of property, saw no
sign of the individual.

1:44 pm. 911 misdial on
Long Hill Road. Female
party can be heard ask-
ing if she should hang up.
Male party comes on the
line to advise it was a “stu-
pid mistake.” Confirmed
they did not need police,
fire or ambulance.

2:10 p.m. Caller reported a
tree on power lines on Jug-
gler Meadow Road over-
hanging both lanes of trav-
el. Power company advised.
5:08 p.m. Caller from Corner
Road stated she was almost
run off Route 9 in Hadley
near Home Depot. Advised
to contact Hadley PD.

8:14 p.m. Caller from Dud-
leyville Road reported that
the dirt road is muddy. A
vehicle got stuck and had
to be towed out. Notified
highway supervisor.
Monday, 3/29

9:40 a.m. Caller from North
Leverett Road reported a
loose horse, needs assis-
tance with traffic. Canceled;
horse was caught.
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Computer Solutions

(413) 863-5447

176 Avenue A Suite 2,
Turners Falls

WE FIX COMPUTERS!
www.about-facecomputers.com
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31 episodes are now available!

Look for us on Apple/iTunes, Spotify,
Stitcher, Anchor, Castbox, and elsewhere...

The Montague Reporter Podcast
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Submit your comics and puzzles to editor@montaguereporter.org. Original & local creations only, please!
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(12 WIEEK NMININMUM)).
CALL 8638666

Ffrench Ring
Regtaurant & fHlotel

SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH

SATURDAY &

SUNDAY 7 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

CALL TO CONFIRM: (413) 423-3328
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Theophilus Packard, who, with his
wife, shared their daughter’s South
Deerfield residence for eight years
after leaving the ministry in 1846.

Both structures may well survive
today, although current Yazwinski
farm occupant Poppi (Yazwinski)
Kelley offered a possibility that
confuses the matter some. Her fa-
ther was told by someone that his
homestead had been moved from
another site to its present location
long before he bought it in 1950.

It’s possible. Many South Deer-
field buildings were moved during
the 19" century, including two
churches and the old tavern of our
focus. But the Yazwinski property
fits snugly into Connecticut Val-
ley architecture of the 1830s, and
could easily have been built right
where it stands.

The crowded contemporary
neighborhood layout suggests that
the Yazwinski home was Segdwick
Cooley’s and another to the north,
a Cape standing on Capt. Lath-
rop Drive that’s likely older than
Yazwinski’s, was Esther Cooley’s.
That center-chimney home now
resting on the north side of Capt.
Lathrop was owned for many years
by carpenter and town official
Ed Crafts.

One fact of which we can be
confident is that is that the old Bar-
nard/Frary tavern stood somewhere
within the old 84-acre Sedgwick
Cooley parcel, bordered on the west
by what is now North Main Street.
Given the nature of public houses,

the building would have been close
to the road. The question is where?

In my opinion, the tavern most
likely stood between the road and
Bloody Brook, within a narrow,
700-foot strip of land now occu-
pied by five homes. Why would
anyone build a colonial tavern on
the other side of a brook flowing
more than 100 feet from the road?
It makes no sense. Taverns served
mail routes, and didn’t need obsta-
cles for mail stages.

The average distance between
road and brook in that narrow strip
of land fronting Yazwinski acreage
is about 130 feet. That’s enough
room for the string of houses now
standing there, and more than
enough for the historic Barnard/
Frary tavern.

Who knows? Perhaps locating
the old building’s footprint will be
difficult after all these years.

Then again, it could be hiding
in plain sight. After all, has anyone
ever made a serious effort to find
it? A diligent investigator could
probably find the buried founda-
tion with a sharp probe.

Better still, a metal-detecting
wizard could go to work in search
of common tavern relics, especially
colonial coins. Metal-detecting en-
thusiasts love old-tavern sites and
have been known to bang on the
doors of many seeking permission.

Take it to the bank: evidence ex-
ists. It’s just a matter of finding it...
and solving the mystery of where
Bloody Brook’s first tav-
ern was built.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Local Cloth Event at Swanson’s Fabric

TURNERS FALLS — Western
Massachusetts Fibershed announces
their second “Local Cloth” pop-up
event this Saturday, April 17 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Swanson’s Fab-
rics, 106 Avenue A. They will offer
locally sourced, one-of-a-kind yarns,
cloth, and blankets.

The featured item is Massachu-
setts Fibershed tweed-like cloth in
three coordinating twill patterns.
It drapes like butter, and was de-
signed for outerwear washable gar-
ments. Two-ply knitting yarn and
blankets will also be for sale. Le-
onore Alaniz will demonstrate drop
spindle spinning.

The Fibershed group hopes to pro-
duce local fibershed textiles annual-
ly in limited editions from uniquely
blended natural colored fleeces, from
animals raised by Franklin County
small farmers. These will be skirted
by Fibershed members, then washed,
and spun on old-world equipment at
the Green Mountain Spinnery in Put-
ney, Vermont, an employee-owned
cooperative.

The yarn is subsequently woven
on many decades-old power looms
by Peggy Hart of Bedfellows Blan-
kets in Buckland.

“The textiles we live in, from un-
derwear to furnishings and car inte-
riors, are laden with toxic, non-bio-
degradable substances, and that we
need not be indifferent to this fact,”
notes Leonore Alaniz. “Textiles af-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This year’s Fibershed-produced “slow cloth” is offered in three twill patterns.

fect the soil, air, water, human labor
and health throughout their life cy-
cle and beyond. Every person who
values nutritious, local and organic
Slow Food, will appreciate know-
ing about Slow Textiles, and their
healthful (anti-bacterial) attributes.”

The name “fibershed” is inspired
by “watershed.” The latter desig-
nates the confluence of water into a
river. The former designates a geo-
graphic radius in which fibers are
sourced, processed, and consumed.
Western Mass Fibershed is commit-
ted to agricultural restoration, bio-
degradable raw materials and pro-
cesses that aid remediation of dis-
turbed environs, and drawing down
CO, from the atmosphere.

The group has received funding

from Fibershed California. Found-
ers say that the project “demon-
strates on a small scale how agricul-
ture, industry and human creativity
merge. Each one participates in the
local economy, and sustains the
balance between nature and the
human desire to procure utilitarian
goods that are beautiful and com-
forting.” For information about the
global Fibershed movement, see
fibershed.org.

Attendees at Saturday’s event
will be asked to follow COVID-19
safety protocols, wearing a mask
and social distancing. Children are
invited to attend, and hand weaving
and drop spindle spinning will be
demonstrated. See information on
westernmassfibershed.org.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666!

Amherst Books
NOW OPEN NEW HOURS

Tues — Sat
10 AM —4 PM
8 Main Street

413-256-1547

books@amherstbooks.com

NOW TAKING RETAIL
AND PREPARED ORDERS
9Q9a.m.to4 p.m.

Pickup: 5to 7 p.m.

For Owners Seeking Recurring Service
Now Scheduling Spring Clean-Ups
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