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ERVING SELECTBOARD

Sludge Deal 
With Paper 
Mill Moves 
Forward
By KATIE NOLAN

The Erving selectboard, finance 
committee, and capital planning 
committee, meeting via GoToWebi-
nar on June 30, reviewed the finan-
cial impacts to the town of current 
and proposed projects. These in-
cluded the recent request from Er-
ving Industries, Inc. that the town 
borrow to finance a sludge dryer for 
POTW#2, the wastewater treatment 
plant owned by the plant but operat-
ed by ERSECO, a subsidiary of the 
paper company.  

Erving Industries president Mor-
ris Housen had presented the com-
pany’s plan for drying sludge at 
POTW#2 on June 8. Housen told 
the board that drying the sludge 
would qualify it to be applied to 
land as fertilizer, and would help 
keep the Erving Paper Mill viable.

As the owner of POTW#2, the 
town would apply for a loan to fi-
nance the estimated $13 million 
project. Long-term, low-interest 
construction loans for wastewa-
ter treatment plants are available 
to towns from the Massachusetts 
Clean Water Trust. Town admin-
istrator Bryan Smith said repaying 
the loan would be the subject of a 
structured agreement between the 
town and the company.

Fin com chair Benjamin Fel-
lows asked whether applying for a 
sludge dryer loan would affect ap-
plications for other loans, such as 
an earlier one to fund a sewer main 
project. Bryan Smith said there was 

see ERVING page A5

By JEFF SINGLETON

At its June 29 meeting, the Mon-
tague selectboard  approved the first 
phase of an upgrade of the electric 
system serving Lake Pleasant by 
endorsing the installation of 15 new 
poles along Lake Pleasant Road by 
the electric company Eversource. At 
the same meeting, Eversource rep-
resentatives reviewed the first phase 
of a plan called the “Montague Con-
version Project” which will upgrade 
electric systems in Turners Falls 
over a three-year period.

Carla Trosino-Laramy, an Ever-
source special project engineer, pre-
sented five maps of the 15 proposed 
pole locations on Lake Pleasant 
Road. The project will extend from 
just south of the road’s intersection 
with Millers Falls Road to just north 
of Beach Road, which runs past 
Green Pond. The installations will 
reduce span lengths between poles 
in half to allow for larger and more 

reliable conductor wires.
Eversource engineer Michael 

Rosenberg presented the Turners 
Falls conversion project, which, 
he said, will begin with the retire-
ment of the Dell substation which 
he claimed is on the corner of Will-
mark Avenue and Sunset Drive. The 
change in the substation configura-
tion will require work on numer-
ous poles, transformers, and “pole-
top hardware” along a number of 
neighborhood streets, including 
Montague Street, Dell Street, and 
Crocker Avenue. 

Rosenberg said there will eventu-
ally even be some work on Avenue 
A in downtown Turners, and that 
the project would impact the service 
of approximately 1,800 customers, 
including those in “adjoining neigh-
borhoods.” Rosenberg said the tran-
sition to the new system will require 
“short customer outages,” which 
will be “coordinated neighborhood 
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Major Electrical Upgrades 
Planned in Turners Falls

By SARAH ROBERTSON

LEVERETT –  A large brush 
fire is still smoldering in the forest 
around Joshua Hill after igniting 
two weeks ago on the rocky, steep, 
and heavily wooded terrain.

The fire is now contained to 66 
acres, according to Leverett fire 
chief John Ingram, while teams of 
firefighters continue to check on 
hot spots to make sure it does not 
spread. The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation.

“It’s still smoldering in the mid-
dle, but the fire isn’t coming out 
around the fire line,” Ingram said. 
“The issue that we’re having is the 
canopy cover is so thick up there 
that the rain we are getting helps 
but it’s hard to penetrate down to 
the ground.”

It will take two to three days of 

heavy rain to completely douse the 
fire, Ingram said, which he hopes 
will come from the storms forecast 
for this weekend. 

The Leverett fire department 
first received reports of a possi-
ble fire in the area of Rattlesnake 
Gutter and Cave Hill roads on a 
Thursday morning, June 25, and 
discovered a half-acre blaze on top 
of Joshua Hill. According to In-
gram, the fire grew from that half 
acre to approximately 20 acres by 
the end of the day, then doubled in 
size the next day to approximately 
40 acres. 

“The terrain at Joshua Hill is 
very steep and rocky and ledgy. It’s 
very difficult to get up in there,” 
Ingram said. “There are some hik-
ing trails and stuff, but with vehi-
cle access, it was very difficult.”

see MONTAGUE page A4

By JERRI HIGGINS

Monday night’s call-in Gill se-
lectboard meeting heard a complaint 
from resident Megan Bathory-Peel-
er on the closure, since March, of 
Mount Hermon Road.

“It was a big surprise to us that 
the town gave the school permis-
sion to close a town road,” said Ba-
thory-Peeler, who lives on the road 
and whose spouse is employed at 
Northfield Mount Hermon School 
(NMH). “There did not seem to be 
any discussion, consultation, or com-
munication of any sort from either 
the town or from folks on campus.”

Representatives from NMH came 

before the selectboard in March as 
COVID-19 was rising, and were 
granted approval to close both Back 
Road and Mount Hermon Road for 
90 days, and install a locked gate and 
gatehouse off of the school’s Route 
10 entrance. They received an exten-
sion in May, which expires July 25.

“The school came to us concerned 
about when the students came back 
from spring break,” selectboard chair 
Randy Crochier explained, “and to 
help contain the campus a little bit 
with the onset of COVID-19. Since 
all the properties on Mount Hermon 
Road are owned by Mount Hermon, 
we agreed with their decision. I did 

see GILL page A5

GILL SELECTBOARD

Road Closure At NMH 
Draws New Objections

Wendellites Hope to Blunt 
Cannabis Farms’ Impact
By JEFF SINGLETON

At its June 27 town meeting, 
Wendell approved a one-year mor-
atorium on “commercial marijuana 
growing, processing and selling.” 
The vote came in the wake of a pro-
posal from a company called Apple 
Guy Flowers, LLC, based in the 
town of Harvard, Massachusetts, to 
legally grow an estimated 25 to 50 
marijuana plants for sale on a small 
wooded property on West Street.

The proposal has encountered 
considerable opposition at recent 
meetings of the town selectboard.

It is unclear whether the state at-
torney general will declare the mor-
atorium valid, because it comes well 
after the window for towns to revise 

their zoning bylaws to regulate can-
nabis under the rules established by 
the state Cannabis Control Commis-
sion (CCC). It is also not entirely 
clear whether the moratorium, if it 
does take effect, would apply to West 
Street proposal, though Apple Guy 
Flowers first approached the select-
board to negotiate a so-called “com-
munity host agreement” in February. 

Wendell has a history of sup-
port for marijuana legalization. 
According to town resident and 
Montague Reporter reporter Josh 
Heinemann, “In the late 1970s or 
early 1980s, an annual town meet-
ing vote decriminalized marijuana 
within the town, basically instruct-
ing the town police not to enforce 

see WENDELL page A7

Drought Fuels 66-Acre 
Brush Fire in Leverett

see FIRE page A8

The fire’s aftermath last Thursday on a ledge on Joshua Hill. It burned 
enough topsoil to expose tree roots, and the earth still smouldered nearby.
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One Dead 
In Randall 
Road Attack

Voters at Wendell’s June 27 annual town meeting approved a moratorium on 
new cannabis businesses in town, but it is unclear whether the vote will have teeth.
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Town Hall Launches 
Special Police Inquiry
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By MIKE JACKSON

MONTAGUE – A home inva-
sion and stabbing attack on Randall 
Road last Friday left a 41-year-old 
man dead and a 39-year-old wom-
an recovering in the hospital. The 
victims, Nicholas and Teresa Weir, 
were allegedly attacked by Teresa’s 
nephew, 18-year-old Elijah Michon-
ski, who was arrested Friday night 
in Erving and pleaded not guilty to 
charges including murder.

According to state police spokes-
person Mary Carey, Michonski is al-
leged to have broken into the Weirs’ 
home Friday evening, stabbed them 
with two knives, stole their car, and 
fled. The incident is still under in-
vestigation. 

Both victims were hospitalized 
after neighbors and Montague po-
lice responded at the scene. Nicho-
las Weir was announced on Sunday 
to have died, while Teresa Weir is 
expected to recover.

Michonski was arraigned remote-
ly via the district court at Greenfield 
on Monday, and pleaded not guilty 

see ATTACK page A2

By MIKE JACKSON

MONTAGUE – Following last 
month’s town meeting vote to cut 
the proposed FY’21 police budget 
by 2.7%, and a march down Avenue 
A of about 400 area residents pro-
testing racism and police violence, 
the Montague selectboard is estab-
lishing a “special inquiry” to exam-
ine policing practices in town.

“I don’t think there’s a lot of other 
communities taking this as serious-
ly, and proactively, as Montague,” 
town administrator Steve Ellis said 
on Wednesday. “We may be leading 
in some respects.”

Last Monday the selectboard vot-
ed unanimously to move forward on 

a plan to appoint two seven-member 
“advisory groups,” one focused on 
overall police community engage-
ment and the other on questions of 
equity and use of force. Applica-
tion forms are available in English 
and Spanish at montague-ma.gov, 
and must be submitted by 5:30 
p.m. next Monday, July 13.

The advisory groups, 
which must operate in ac-
cordance with the state 
open meeting law, will re-
search the issues, solicit 
public input and discus-
sion, and make recommen-
dations to the selectboard. 

Ellis said that while any 
see INQUIRY page A5
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Great Falls Farmers Market coordinator Annie Levine helps a customer entering the market on Wednesday 
pick out a new mask from her selection of  free ones. The Market, open every Wednesday from 2 to 6 p.m. at 
Peskeomskut Park, is now accepting online pre-orders for curbside pickup and delivery. Stop by in July to find 

blueberries, peaches, corn, flowers, and bread, and to try a free can of  MapleMama maple-sweetened soda.

Dry Hill Trails: A Response

We didn’t advertise it well 
enough, but many of our readers 
seem to have been taken by surprise 
when no paper arrived last week.

Every July and August, the 
Montague Reporter drops to bi-
weekly publication. Our next edi-
tions will come out July 23, August 
6, and August 20. We’ll be back to 
every Thursday in September.

This issue is also a sad mile-
stone: the 372nd issue printed at the 
Hampshire Daily Gazette press in 
Northampton – and the last.

The loss of one more regional 
press is a public tragedy. The Ga-
zette has printed the Reporter for 
the past eight years, and our col-

leagues there always went above 
and beyond to give first-rate service 
to what might shortsightedly have 
been viewed as a competitor.

Though all media are import-
ant, the disappearance of newsprint 
will ultimately prove harmful to a 
free and thriving fourth estate. We 
hope for a just local solution, be-
ginning with favorable terms for 
the 29 workers losing their jobs 
this month, and join with the Pio-
neer Valley NewsGuild in looking 
toward a future in which a diverse 
and accessible journalism can again 
flourish in our communities.

We’ll be back July 23 – though 
we might have a different look!

A Salute

The Dry Hill Trails were initially supported by a 
state grant and the Montague Planning and Conserva-
tion Department in effort to make over 1,000 acres of 
public woodlands more accessible to the public, and 
to enhance connections to the regional Robert Frost 
Trail. Trail building and maintenance is done infor-
mally by volunteers. 

While over five miles of trails have been developed 
off of the unmarked, but well-established, Dry Hill 
Road, there is certainly room for improvement on these 

rugged trails. After reading your feedback, I posted 
signs and maps at key crossroads. 

Also, my office has begun to compile an expanded 
list of trail volunteers for maintenance. Anybody up for 
a workday Sunday August 2? Email planner@mon-
tague-ma.gov to get on the trails list.

Walter Ramsey
Town Planner/Conservation Agent

Montague

More Acclaim for Co-operative
I was sad to see the advertisement in your publi-

cation inviting people to join a lawsuit targeting the 
Leverett Co-op.

While I do not know which individuals are pur-
suing this project, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to express my full-throat-ed support for the Leverett 
Co-operative and to express my hope that communi-
ty members can use their time to help us build and 
strengthen our local institutions, rather than engage in 
efforts to hurt or tear them down.

No doubt the individuals behind this unfortunate proj-
ect feel they have legitimate grievances. However, as a 
member of the community, it has been apparent to me 

that the new Board believes in transparency, and concerns 
brought to their attention have been and will continue 
to be addressed in a thoughtful and deliberate manner.

I’ve been so impressed by this Board’s planful ap-
proach to the financial challenges confronting the Co-op, 
and by the terrific progress they have made. More im-
portantly, I appreciate their ethical approach to decision 
making. This is a mission-driven group and it is clear that 
they center the community and our needs every day.

So grateful for the Leverett Co-op!

Ellen Ellsberg Edge
Leverett

Our reporting last edition on the 
suggestion that the name of Turn-
ers Falls be changed (June 25, Pe-
titions Call to Change, or Retain, 
“Turners Falls,” page A1) con-
tained an error. 

David Brule, who serves among 
other roles as the project coordi-
nator of the local Battlefield Grant 
Advisory Committee, wrote in 
with a correction to our statement 
that representatives of Mohican 
group are involved in that study: 

“[T]he Stockbridge-Munsee 
Band of Mohican Indians is not 
part of the Battlefield Advisory 
board. In 2014 they were invited 
to join us, and participated for a 
few meetings, but they determined 
that the Mohicans did not have an 
active role in the Valley during the 
King Philip’s War, except to have 
welcomed Pocumtuck refugees af-
ter the massacre of May 19, 1676.

“They are now located in Wis-

consin where they have reserva-
tion lands, and although original-
ly situated in the Berkshires, they 
only have one person in their office  
in Albany. “On the other hand, the 
Elnu Abenaki are members of the 
Advisory board, and their home-
lands are located in southern Ver-
mont. We therefore have repre-
sentatives from two local tribes, 
which is very important: the Chau-
bunagungamaug Band of Nipmuc 
Indians, and the Elnu Abenaki. 

“Two other tribes, the Nar-
ragansett Indian Tribe and the 
Wampanoag of Aquinnah, are also 
Advisory Board members. They 
are tribes from the coast, but who 
played a major role here in the Val-
ley during KPW, and have been 
very active here in Montague for 
decades.”

Thanks to Mr. Brule, and our 
apologies to all for the error!                                          

                      – Eds.

to breaking and entering (daytime) 
with intent to commit a felony; 
two counts of home invasion; two 
counts of aggravated assault and 
battery with a dangerous weapon 
(knife); two counts of armed assault 
with intent to murder; one count of 
murder; and one count of motor ve-
hicle larceny. He will be held with-
out bail, with a pretrial conference 
set for August 25.

“There’s two things cops don’t 
want to do,” Montague police chief 
Chris Williams told the Reporter. 
“They don’t want to have to take 
somebody’s life, and they don’t 
want to have to see somebody’s life 
that was taken.”

Williams said Sgt. Det. Josh 
Hoffman was the first officer re-
sponding at the scene. The depart-

ment issued a lookout alert to all 
neighboring towns, and Michonski 
was apprehended by Erving police 
near Farley Flats.

Williams said there have been 
four homicides in Montague since 
he joined the force in 1995, with the 
most recent in about 2004.

Neighbors of the Weirs have 
set up a fundraiser on Facebook, 
“Helping Teresa Weir,” which can 
be accessed via www.tinyurl.com/
HelpingTeresaWeir. Over $7,000 
had been raised as of press time.

“We are asking people to come 
together as a community to help her 
get some of her life and belongings 
back after this horrible tragedy,” 
fundraiser organizer Amber Sulli-
van wrote on the page. “All of the 
donations will go directly 
to her in this time of need.”

ATTACK  from page A1

A CORRECTION

Looking towards Flag Day, June 
14 and July 4, 2020, I began taking a 
poll last year, asking whether Amer-
ican flags should only be manufac-
tured in America. Yes! I also asked 
whether all US military uniforms 
should be American-made. Yes!

I never attend large gatherings, 
so my survey is limited, but why are 
American flags and American mili-
tary uniforms made in foreign coun-
tries? Shouldn’t we support Ameri-
can workers when the object being 
produced is fundamentally Ameri-
can? American flags and American 
military uniforms: Made in America!

United States Military Uniforms: 
I have a Bradford Exchange ad for 
imported military jackets being 
sold to civilians for $189.95 each. 

Bradford Exchange is “officially li-
censed” to sell these Official US mil-
itary jackets. Each military branch 
is listed, but from the content of the 
ad, only the Army is earning money 
from their trademark, thereby sup-
porting “US Army Morale, Welfare, 
and Recreation programs.” (Country 
magazine, August/September 2019)

At this time I have two flags. I 
bought an American flag at Baker 
Office Supply in Greenfield, made 
by Annin Flagmakers in New Jersey. 
In large print, their package proudly 
says “Made in the U.S.A.” Annin’s 
package proudly focuses on the 
American flag, not the porch.

The other flag is American in de-
sign only. In tiny, tiny print it says 
“Made in India.” The company 

misleads customers by calling itself 
Nantucket. It shows a large, New 
England-style house with two small 
flags. That flag, made in India, has a 
Native American Indian name, Nan-
tucket, and was sold to somebody 
else at a Christmas Tree Shop.

June 14, Flag Day, and the Fourth 
of July! Made in the USA! Uphold 
the Constitution! Uplift Truth and 
Justice! “A house divided against 
itself cannot stand.” Abraham Lin-
coln. Democracy and Freedom: 
“Government of the People, Govern-
ment by the People, Government for 
the People.” Lincoln, 11/19/1863. 
Uphold the Constitution!

M. Michie Russell
Colrain

Suggestion Regarding Flags



By PATRICIA DUFFY

LEVERETT – I would like to 
add a bit of clarity to your coverage 
of the Leverett Annual Town Meet-
ing (June 25, Page A1) as it per-
tained to Articles 25 and 26. 

There was actually no “con-
tention” between town moderator 
Larry Farber and the members of 
CLEAN! In fact, Larry Farber ex-
pressed sympathy for our situation 
and allowed for robust discussion, 
but he felt that our attempt to amend 
Article 25 to include previous-
ly-approved borrowing to be spent 
on getting the Amherst water line 
shovel ready by July 31, 2020 to be 
inappropriate for this type of article. 

The actual contention was be-
tween CLEAN!, along with most 
of the present Town members, and 
the Leverett Selectboard because of 
its inaction on following the Town’s 
vote at the April 2019 Annual Town 
Meeting to move the water line pro-
cess forward after the “deep well” 
experiment failed. Instead, it ap-
pears that the Selectboard has de-
cided for itself that it will re-offer 
the Town a choice: eminent domain, 
or a water line. 

That was not voted on, in any 

sense, at Leverett’s 2019 ATM. Cre-
ating this “choice” has been going on 
behind the scenes for the past year, 
while voters fully expected the Se-
lectboard to proceed as mandated by 
the unanimous 2019 vote. Paying for 
appraisals of homes was approved 
to be done only as a last resort. The 
lowball appraisals have been done 
by drive-by, but the water line design 
has not been moved forward. 

Peter d’Errico said at the Town 
Meeting that using eminent domain 
powers would be cheaper. And to 
that end, the Select Board made a de 
facto decision to remove one home 
from the list of affected homes. The 
cheaper option would be to steal 
family homes, and destroy a vital and 
dynamic neighborhood in Historic 
East Leverett. The crowd booed. 

The duress this is causing is in-
humane – especially during such 
stressful times, during COVID, 
business loss, and unemployment. 

Julie Shively said: “We approved 
the Amherst water line last year, but 
the town wanted us to first explore 
the deep-well option.” They had all 
of 2019 to do so. She should there-
fore be happy to focus on moving 
forward with what the Town wanted 
them to do next: the water line. 

To be clear, I believe d’Errico 
was misquoted in your article as 
saying the newer estimate for the 
water line has increased. He said 
that it decreased. The estimate is 
less than Town-approved borrow-
ing by hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. A missing piece here is 
that an awarded MassWorks grant 
would have paid for the entire water 
line design; instead, half was used 
on the design, and half on the “deep 
well” experiment. If that grant had 
been used as initially intended, the 
water line would have been shovel 
ready and eligible for various lo-
cal, state, and federal funding. It 
was this part of the borrowing that 
CLEAN! was attempting to get paid 
for by July 2020, to have clean wa-
ter by fall 2021. 

We could have had water by fall 
2020. The Selectboard could have 
gotten this done, but chose not to. 
Work on the “deep well” experi-
ment was prioritized because it was 
cheaper, borrowing was approved in 
June 2019. Work did not start until 
November 2019! Also, it was always 
the lesser choice because it did not 
address all the homes. But it did 
prove VOCs at 300’ below ground. 

Meanwhile, the whole summer 

and fall were lost: important fund-
ing and seasonal deadlines were 
missed for the water line design, 
bids, and permitting. 

CLEAN! wants the Select Board 
to move forward. But at one recent 
Selectboard meeting, the Town Ad-
ministrator, when asked about get-
ting bids, said the Town attorney 
said this would be a ‘mistake.’ What 
could this possibly mean?

In reference to Article 26, we at 
CLEAN! wanted to have transparen-
cy and clarity around the new test-
ing for PFAS. In town publications 
and references, the contamination 
plume area has been nicknamed  
“Teawaddle Hill Neighborhood.” 
This was put into the Article 26. We 
wanted to make clear that the Mass-
DEP-mandated PFAS testing would 
include four more homes, not just 
four on Teawaddle Hill Road and 
one on Cushman Road (the home re-
moved from the group by the Select-
board); so nine homes total: six on 
Teawaddle Hill Road, two on Cush-
man Road, and one on East Leverett 
Road in Amherst. 

We believe this is important so 
that the people of Leverett can see 
that MassDEP is concerned that the 
plume contamination movement is 

unknown, and not just contained in 
a four-home segment of Teawad-
dle Hill Road. Home theft will not 
permanently solve the contamina-
tion problem, whereas a water line 
would. Leverett leadership needs to 
think ahead, and stop spending many 
tens of thousands of taxpayer dollars 
on non-solutions.

CLEAN! wants to thank the 
Leverett citizens for their sup-
port, which was obvious at Town  
Meeting, shown by applause for 
Virginia Goodale, support of our 
amendment, and many personal 
comments to us. We are grateful that 
the citizens of Leverett find eminent 
domain to be abhorrent. It would in 
effect victimize the victims, making 
them pay for a “relic activity of the 
past”: throwing toxic waste into a 
hole in the ground.

Patricia Duffy lives in Leverett. 
She writes on behalf of Citizens of 
Leverett for Environmental Action 
Now! (CLEAN!). 
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This Friday night, July 10, live 
entertainment returns to the Ren-
dezvous in Turners Falls with Drew 
Paton performing his “1940s Hit 
Parade” during dinner from 5 to 8 
p.m. Paton, in his stylish vintage 
suit and hat, croons tunes from the 
era in a show that has been a month-
ly feature at the Voo for many years. 
It will also be livestreamed on the 
restaurant’s Facebook page for 
those who are still avoiding the po-
tential dangers of public respiration. 

Greenfield Garden Cinemas an-
nounces that they are opening their 
doors again this Friday, July 10. You 
will now be able to escape the sultry 
evening heat by watching movies in 
air-conditioned darkness, with up to 
25 other folks per theater. The theater 
will use ultraviolet wands to disinfect 
seats and armrests between seatings. 

New titles being screened include 
Guest Artist, It’s Never Too Late, and 
Irresistible. Some classics will also 
be screened such as Star Wars V: 
The Empire Strikes Back, Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington, Anchorman, 
The Muppet Movie, and Casablan-
ca. These older movies will have 
limited runs of one week only. There 
will also be online streaming movies 
available still for those who want to 
watch at home. Check the schedule 
at www.gardencinemas.net.

Epsilon Spires in Brattleboro is 
sponsoring “Backlot Cinema,” a 
series of summer films every Fri-
day night in July and August, also 
beginning this week. They have 
portioned out COVID-safe circles 
in their parking lot for people to re-
serve for their own group of two to 
six friends. 

The premiere screening will be 

Afrofuturist films, “New African 
films that decolonize the imagi-
nation and explore the past, pres-
ent, future through a Black lens”: 
Crumbs (2015), Afronauts (2014), 
and Robots of Brixton (2011). 
Ethiopean and Eritrean cuisine by A 
Taste of Abyssinia will be available 
for purchase, or you can bring your 
own for a picnic under the stars. 
Tickets at www.epsilonspires.org. 

Paddle with the Nolumbeka 
Project the following Saturday 
morning, July 11. Sponsored by 
the Connecticut River Conservan-
cy, bring your canoe, paddleboard, 
or kayak to meet up at 10 a.m. at 
the Riverview Picnic Area, 156 
Pinemeadow Road in Northfield. 

During a discussion afterwards 
at the pavilion at noon, Nolumbeka 
president David Brule will share in-
sights on Native history and lifeways 
on the river, and Andy Fisk of the 
Conservancy will speak of efforts to 
provide vigilant stewardship of this 
wonderful resource. This event is 
free, but registration is required. It’s 
suggested that you bring your own 
lunch to eat during the talks.

Several museums reopen with 
the beginning of Phase III in Mas-
sachusetts: MASS MoCA and the 
Norman Rockwell and Clark Art 
museums will accept visitors start-
ing this Saturday, July 11.

A press release from MASS 
MoCA promises more than 40,000 
square feet of brand new exhibitions. 
They are dealing with social distanc-
ing by selling timed tickets, and have 
moved the entire admissions sec-
tion outdoors. Some exhibits, such 
as James Turrell’s Into the Light,  
are by reservation only. They have 
even scheduled a live performance 
by Treya Lam for July 18. Find out 
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more at www.massmoca.org. 

The Pioneer Valley Workers Cen-
ter (PVWC) is looking for volun-
teers for their farm coop, Riquezas 
del Campo. You can help with plant-
ing, tending, and eventually harvest-
ing the crops, or lending tools and 
equipment that others can use. 

The center is also piloting a Hir-
ing Hall: “Our community mem-
bers in low-wage work, especially 
immigrants and POC, have been hit 
the hardest during the COVID-19 
crisis and unprecedented numbers 
of people are having hours cut, be-
ing furloughed, or getting laid off 
with no indication of when those 
jobs may reappear.” 

If you are looking for help, and 
are willing to pay a minimum of $20 
an hour, you may register on their 
website and they will pair you with 
a worker-member. An agreement is 
signed outlining expectations, and 
the PVWC will make sure both par-
ties feel safe, have their rights pro-
tected, and can communicate clear-
ly throughout the job. Find out more 
at www.pvworkerscenter.org.

Do you need help with bills, 
food, rent, utilities, internet fees, 
or SNAP applications? Finan-
cial help is available from Com-
munity Action. Call (413) 475-
1570 to find out what is available 
for you during this time, or visit  
www.communityaction.us.

Piti Theatre Company of Shel-
burne Falls presents a series of ra-
dio plays created by teens in collab-
oration with NYC sound designer 
Florian Staab. The youngsters, ages 
13 to 19, worked remotely in groups 
to develop programs based on sto-
ries from their lives. 

The six-month program was 
originally meant to have culminat-
ed in live performances at Hawks & 
Reed in Greenfield. (Note that some 
of the plays contain sensitive mate-
rial about mental health, the opioid 
crisis, stalking, cyber-bullying, and 
other issues, as well as some mild 
profanity.) Tune in at www.ptco.org. 

The Brick House Community 

Resource Center in Turners Falls 
is organizing a Creativity Drive. 
Would you like to help teens get 
creative during these long summer 
days, when they don’t have access 
to the usual resources of the Brick 
House teen center because of the 
pandemic? Isadora Reisner is co-
ordinating donations of art, craft, 
gardening, music, and other tools. 
If you have supplies to share, please 
email isadora.reisner@gmail.com 
to schedule a pickup. 

The Augusta Savage Galleries 
at the New Africa House, UMa-
ss-Amherst also has a call for 
artists to respond to the recent 
deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud 
Arbery, and Breonna Taylor, and 
subsequent protests, for a fall 2020 
exhibit entitled “Breathing While 
Black.” Send your work by July 15 
to www.umass.edu/facforms/Call-
forArtists.

Quonquont Farm in Whately an-
nounces their Third Annual Blue-
berry Festival on Sunday, July 19. 
Celebrate the classic northeast na-
tive fruit, and high summer, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the farm. Fun 
and games for all ages, plus beer, 
wine, and cider tasting, blueberry 
bake-off, and more.

The TV show “American Pick-
ers” is scouting around New 
England for antique “pickers” to 
feature this fall. According to their 
press release, “The hit show follows 
Mike and Frank, two of the most 
skilled pickers in the business, as 
they hunt for America’s most valu-
able antiques.... Along the way, the 
Pickers want to meet characters with 
remarkable and exceptional items.”

If you or someone you know has 
a large, private collection or accu-
mulation of antiques that the Pick-
ers can spend the better part of a day 
looking through, send your name, 
phone number, location, and a de-
scription and photos of the collec-
tion to americanpickers@cineflix.
com, or call (855) OLD-RUST.

Got news? Send your local briefs 
to editor@montaguereporter.org.
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LOOKING TO BUY

Turners Falls 
and Greenfield 

High School 
Yearbooks
(All Years)

Call: (413) 863-9297

The Amherst Water Line: ClarificationsGUEST EDITORIAL

see GUEST page B4

20 State Street,  
Bucklandside

Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com    
closed Mondays
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By PHIL WILSON

NORTHAMPTON – It has been six weeks 
since George Floyd was murdered, and after 
protests occurred worldwide, with unprecedent-
ed scope, involving some 2,000 cities and liter-
ally millions of protesters, few would argue that 
this sheer mass of human passion represented a 
merely ephemeral event. I protested in Green-
field, Amherst and Northampton. In the latter 
town, some 5,000, mostly white demonstrators 
gathered on Center Street. Why? 

Writers and pundits have offered an array of 
fairly predictable explanations citing the frus-
trations of the pandemic and suggesting that 
the accumulation of racist police murders final-
ly reached a tipping point, but it may be that 
these protests involved something more elusive 
– these crowds in the street, perhaps, were forc-
ing a referendum on public cruelty.

I have just finished reading a book called Back-
ing Hitler, by Robert Gellately, which explores 
the mundane experiences of ordinary Germans of 
the Nazi era. One chapter is entitled “Concentra-
tion Camps in Public Spaces.” 

Most people assume that Nazi atrocities were 
essentially secret acts of brutality that never en-
gaged the average citizen with the pornographic 
clarity that caused moral discomfort. Gellately, 
however, documents that the crimes of Nazism 
took place within a publicly transparent narrative 
in which most citizens subscribed to a common 
point of view about the fate of enemies of the re-
gime. A system of concentration camps appeared 
vividly in almost every community, with hu-
man misery calculatingly displayed in the form 
of half-starved, dirty prisoners cleaning streets, 
clearing rubble, laboring in local factories, or 
plowing small farms.

In Germany virtually every enemy of the 
state was designated as lazy – Jews, Gypsies, 
Bolsheviks, Slavs, and even some Germans 
bore the terrible designation, “work shy.” Lo-
cal concentration camps provided theatrical 
evidence that all of humanity was divided into 
two categories: those who work by choice, and 
those who have to be forced to work. 

Is this not the central narrative of the Repub-

lican Trumpists – that blacks, Hispanics, illegal 
immigrants, and liberals are lazy, and looking 
for “free stuff?” In the simplistic world of race 
and work, virtue and disgrace, mythical, dark-
skinned villains race about in taxpayer-funded 
Cadillacs filled with bastard children decked out 
in Air Jordans. None of them have worked a day 
in their lives as they siphon the hard-earned cash 
from industrious white workers. 

These narrative fables were already fully uti-
lized in the nuanced structures of Nazi racial the-
ory some 90 years ago. In the Trump narrative, 
the MAGA masses don’t complain about the cost 
of medical coverage or education. They work, 
work some more, and don’t begrudge fossil fuel 
CEOs a nickel of their hard-earned billions. 

The ancient tropes dividing all society into 
the categories of idle parasites and hard-work-
ing, square-jawed racial heroes now support a 
flourishing theater, in which acts of public cru-
elty – caging children, deporting asylum seek-
ers, evicting impoverished families – has be-
come popular entertainment. Indeed, there is a 
YouTube channel in which a landlord films and 
narrates the evictions of his tenants – and he en-
joys millions of views.

In Nazi Germany the population had been so 
psychologically ransacked that the meaning of 
police murders would have had almost no ambi-
guity. That is not to suggest that people experi-
enced no private trauma while watching captive, 
bound, unarmed victims being publicly savaged 
by truncheons or boots, but the narrative scaf-
folding in a fascist culture means that the default 
interpretation, if one does not manage to look 
away quickly enough, is always the same: The 
beating or killing of a lazy person should elicit 
no regret. They got what they deserved. A sys-
tematic program of state violence is premised on 
the finely tuned resonance of onlookers.

The reaction to the murder of George Floyd is 
shocking and heartening – we may be emotion-
ally farther from fascism than I had imagined. 
Typically, racist police murders, no matter how 
egregious, or how vividly they were captured on 
cell phone videos, have only incensed black peo-
ple and a few whites, while many other whites, 
fed on racist narratives, have voiced predictable 

slogans of deflection and rationalization. “What 
about blacks killing each other in Chicago? What 
about all the police who have been killed?” 

There will inevitably continue to be debate – 
and the backlash of denial – involving all groups, 
around the strategy to combat racism and in-
equality, but the emotional eruption of the past 
month and a half speaks to a collective shift in 
perspective.

Uniquely, the helpless, pleading, powerless 
agony of the bystanders in the George Floyd vid-
eo might have shifted the point of consideration 
away from the victim and onto the onlookers. To 
be fair, members of the crowd in that video con-
fronted the police, verbally, and, most of them 
being black, knew exactly what sort of nightmare 
had invaded their community. 

There is no shortage of cruelty and brutality 
available to the public on YouTube, but the video 
of George Floyd being murdered in slow motion 
was the most terrible thing I had ever seen. In-
evitably, as a human being, I imagined the feel-
ing of having a knee grinding into my neck, but 
the thing that continues to haunt my imagination 
is the thought of being a bystander – one of the 
members of the crowd impotently pleading with 
the murderer to check Floyd’s pulse. 

And, of course, that is the role that all white 
people have been assigned. We are all onlookers, 
bystanders, and the Floyd murder video proved 
to be an epiphany. We have been bystanders for 
our entire lives, and many, like myself, perhaps, 
realized that onlookers have no power in the mo-
ment, and no retroactive strength. We do, howev-
er, have great influence preemptively. 

Could that be why so many people have 
poured into the downtown streets of towns and 
cities? Is this a new alliance of those who imag-
ine themselves as being strangled by some future 
police whim, and those who foresee themselves 
just watching and pleading? Might that be the 
psychological mechanism causing this exponen-
tial growth of protest across all racial divisions?

Phil Wilson recently retired after working for 
25 years as an outreach mental health clinician 
in Franklin County. He lives in Northampton, 
and has been keeping a daily “COVID Diary.”

Bystanders No LongerGUEST EDITORIAL

by neighborhood,” but that the up-
grades will reduce “nuisance out-
ages,” because the new wires can 
“take a [tree] branch.” 

Selectboard chair Rich Kukle-
wicz asked how quickly the other 
utilities that use the poles can com-
plete their work so the “piles of 
sand” that accumulate in residents’ 
yards can be moved away. Rosen-
berg said his company will “defi-
nitely circle around” to work with 
the towns to speed up the process, 
said Rosenberg.

Selectboard member Chris Bout-
well, who lives near the substa-
tion to be removed during the first 
phase, said it was actually on Oak 
Street, not Willmark, the error per-
haps being the result of an old map. 

Town administrator Steve Ellis 
requested a “larger overview” of 
the company’s plans for other heav-
ily-populated neighborhoods. 

“That sounds good,” said Ever-
source community liaison Melissa 
Hancock.

Pandemic
The board then moved on to a 

discussion of COVID data in Mon-
tague, and the town’s progress in 
reopening businesses and public 
facilities. 

Health director Daniel Wasiuk 
called the infection rate in Montague 
“very low”: the cumulative number 
of infections since the pandemic be-
gan stood at 28, and there had been 
only four cases testing positive over 
the previous month. “In terms of flat-
lining or leveling the curve, we have 
been there for a while,” he said.

Wasiuk noted that the state re-
mained in Phase 2 of reopening, 
and suggested that the state might 
not move to Phase 3 soon due to a 
second wave of infections in other 
states. (Phase 3 began on July 6, 
with the reopening of fitness cen-
ters, movie theaters, and museums 
with significant capacity and other 
restrictions. Boston will reopen on 
July 13, and “large-capacity ven-
ues,” such as sports stadiums, must 
wait until Phase 4.)

Board member Mike Nelson 
agreed that the trends in Montague 
were positive, but warned that “life’s 
not going to be back to the way it 
was in February anytime soon.” 

Ellis reported on the recent re-
opening of town hall, which he 
called “managed access,” with lim-
ited hours, a controlled entrance 
at the basement door, screening of 
those entering, and significant re-
strictions on the number of visitors 
at any one time. Ellis said the open-
ing, with only “two days under our 
belt,” had been “very, very smooth.”

Parks and recreation director Jon 
Dobosz said the reopening of the 
parks, which has been accompa-
nied by frequent washing of play-
ground structures and restrictions 
on activities at basketball courts 
and the skate park, “seemed to be 
going well.” “People are not wear-
ing masks,” he said, “but they seem 
to be practicing social distancing… 
On the playgrounds, kids see one 
another and they gravitate toward 
one another.”

Parks and Highway
Dobosz also reported on a plan 

to address the lack of parking for 
residents near Rutters Park in Lake 
Pleasant. He proposed that the town 
create a “TRG strip” on the edge of 
the park for parking, but not plow 
the strip during the winter. 

Dobosz was asked if this might 
lead to competition for parking 
spaces which had been shoveled, as 
often happens in cities in the eastern 
part of the state. Ellis said he was 
familiar with the problem, having 
grown up in Boston, but “I am sure 
people in Lake Pleasant will do a 
great job. They are much more civi-
lized than my relatives.” 

The board approved the park-
ing plan, and Lake Pleasant resi-
dent George Shapiro, who said he 
had been promised a parking space 
during the Rutters Park planning 
process, gave the plan his “blessing.”

At the request of Brian McHugh 
of the Franklin County Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority, the board approved sev-
eral disbursements for the Rutters 
Park and Spinner Park projects. 
McHugh noted that there had been 
a number of “stops and starts” on 
the Spinner Park project, since 
several subcontractors had “expe-
rienced coronavirus cases in the 
workforce.”

Neil Joyce, manager of the 
project to build a new department 
of public works (DPW) facility 
on Turners Falls Road, reviewed 
the obstacles encountered by the 
project during the recent winter 
and spring. He said that despite 
those obstacles, the project should 
be completed by the end of Au-
gust, and the DPW could move in  

in September. 
The board approved an exten-

sion of Joyce’s contract through 
the “substantial completion” of the 
project. The board did not discuss 
some “dystopian photos,” in Ellis’s 
words, of the project which had been 
in the original meeting materials. 

Other Business
At the request of airport man-

ager Bryan Camden, the board ap-
proved hiring two part-time work-
ers, who will primarily be working 
on the airport grounds. Both are 
students at the Franklin County 
Technical School, and one will 
probably be retained in the fall, ac-
cording to Camden. 

The board approved a credit card 
for water pollution control supervi-
sor Chelsea Little to make purchas-
es within her budget.

The board appointed Nelson as 
their representative to the commit-
tee overseeing a review of town fi-
nancial policies. 

Ellis reviewed changes in town 
recycling policy, both at the curb-
side and at the town transfer sta-
tion. He said the Springfield re-
cycling facility where all materi-
als are sent will no longer accept 
shredded paper or aerosol cans, but 
can now accept clear plastic egg 
cartons and glasses. 

Kuklewicz announced that  El-
lis had recently been certified as a 
public procurement officer. “Hur-
ray,” said Ellis, although he did not 
reveal whether a badge came with 
the title.

The board’s next meet-
ing will be on July 13. 
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no adverse effect to applying for 
two loans at once. 

Fellows asked about the pro-
posed loan’s 20-year term for the 
loan: “What if the paper company 

goes out of business?” 
The town administrator an-

swered that the contract would ad-
dress that possibility. If the paper 
mill should fail, he said, the town 
would take over operation of the 
wastewater plant. He added that he 
felt it was important to update the 
town’s existing contract with the 
company.

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith 
said that although a contract would 
give the town some “assurance,” 
it was not a guarantee, and that 
“there’s a risk that we take on.” 

Fin com member Daniel Ham-
mock said the town and paper mill 
had been cooperating for over 50 
years, and that “there have been 
very few bumps in the road in agree-
ments we’ve had with the mill.” 
He suggested a public presentation 
about the project. 

Fin com member Arthur Johnson 
suggested that if the mill “makes a 
lot of money [using the sludge dry-
er], they could pay the loan down 
more quickly.” 

In the end, fin com members 
agreed that the town should contin-
ue to explore cooperation with ER-
SECO on financing the sludge dry-
er. The loan application would need 
to be approved by town meeting.

The three committees also brief-
ly discussed the grant application 
for an electrical vehicle charging 

station in Erving Center, and road 
and sidewalk work on River, War-
ner and Strachan streets.

Pay for Elected Officials
In April, Erving implemented a 

step and grade system for employ-
ee compensation. Under the plan 
approved by the selectboard and 
fin com, employees were placed 
on the step that gave them a raise 
on April 6, 2020. For the majori-
ty of employees, this meant being 
placed on step 1 of the proposed 
grade. To partially account for lon-
gevity, employees with five or more 
years in the same position were giv-
en one additional step increase, and 
employees with ten or more years 
in the same position were given two 
additional steps. 

At the June 22 election, how-
ever, incumbent treasurer Julie 
Wonkka, who had qualified for a 
longevity step increase, was re-
placed by a challenger, Jennifer 
Eichorn, who had not previously 
worked for the town.

“Should a person without town 
experience get the step/grade pay 
of the past treasurer?” asked Jacob 
Smith at last week’s meeting.

Johnson answered that Eichorn 
should “get whatever that position 
is paying.” 

Fin com member Debra Smith 
suggested that in the future, there 

should not be step increases for 
elected positions. “Keep the elected 
officials’ compensation on a sched-
ule,” she said. 

Bryan Smith said he would look 
for examples of how other towns set 
the pay for elected officials, and re-
port back to the selectboard.

Other Business
Jacob Smith said the bulk of the 

hazardous materials cleanup at the 
former International Paper Mill had 
been completed. Bryan Smith said 
that a consultant to the Franklin Re-
gional Council of Governments was 
a mill rehabilitation specialist, who 
could provide technical support for 
drafting a request for proposals for 
the property’s reuse.

The selectboard re-appointed 
Philip Wonkka as fire chief, and 
Christopher Blair as police chief, 
both for three years. Bryan Smith 
was appointed as representative to 
the Franklin County Solid Waste 
District, and planning assistant 
Mariah Kurtz to the Franklin Re-
gional Planning Board.

The board approved Ever-
source’s request to re-activate a 
pole at 143 Old State Road.

Bryan Smith said that town hall 
will start opening on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons. Later 
this month, it may also be 
open Monday evenings.

Erving’s annual town meeting 
will be held this Saturday, July 11, 
starting at 10 a.m., under a tent on 
the Erving Elementary School 
grounds. Voters will consider the 
proposed $12 million FY’21 bud-
get and six proposed bylaws. 

The budget includes $5.2 
million for education, with $3.3 
million for Erving Elementary 
School; $2 million for employee 
benefits; $250,000 for the capital 
stabilization fund; and $273,000 
for the general stabilization fund. 

The proposed bylaws include 
creating a revolving fund for 
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions; amending the driveways 
and curb cuts bylaw; increasing 
several town clerk’s fees; estab-
lishing an electronic posting lo-
cation; changing the dates for the 
annual town meeting and town 
election; and reducing the town 
meeting quorum.

Town Meeting 
This Saturday

not think about the residents that 
lived on it.”

“The three of us did not raise that 
question,” said board member John 
Ward. “My understanding is that this 
was a temporary closure, and that 
the administration would be in touch 
with you to let you know ahead of 
time that this was happening.”

Fire chief Gene Beaubien, who 
was on the call, said he had been no-
tified by NMH. “Their original plan 
was to block [NMH] off completely, 
and I said no, I need a gate up there… 
and I have a key with a keycode that 
firefighters also have in their trucks.”

Bathory-Peeler said the road 
closure and gate placement have 
added extra strain and disruption 
for her and other residents who 
commute to work, and must now 
sign in through the gatehouse every 
time to get to their homes. “There 
aren’t any other residents in town 
who are experiencing the pandemic 
in this way,” she said. “Imagine if 
your houses were cut off.”

Bathory-Peeler acknowledged the 
challenges of the pandemic to NMH 
and to Gill, but said that no other 
area schools had blocked off roads. 

Crochier said he expects repre-
sentatives from NMH to attend the 
next selectboard meeting seeking a 
work permit extension, and prom-
ised to address the residents’ con-
cerns with them then.

A related concern Crochier ex-
pressed is a loss of business from the 
blocked access to Main Road which, 
in the past, has brought visitor traf-
fic to Gill. “We are cutting our town 
off from one of the largest draws 
of people to our town,” he said.

COVID-19 Update
A motion was carried for police 

chief Christopher Redmond to keep 
on a third full-time officer, to be 
revisited in mid-August. Town ad-
ministrator Ray Purington said he 
thought the additional hours could be 
paid for through federal CARES Act 
funding, and state emergency funds.

Chief Redmond described issues 
as “ancillary to COVID-19” if not 
directly, such as a lack of childcare 
resources and other economic is-

sues, as well as “unique challenges” 
related to custody issues while the 
county House of Corrections was 
not accepting prisoners, and courts 
and social service agencies operat-
ing on a limited scale.

“The calls we are getting have 
a lot of extenuating factors,” Red-
mond told the selectboard. He said 
there have been more well-being and 
mental-health calls, as well as a large 
increase in fireworks calls, which he 
attributed to the cancellation of pub-
lic fireworks displays over the Inde-
pendence Day holiday.

River Safety
A request to the selectboard 

from FirstLight Power Resourc-
es to place an eight-by-eight-foot 
“Dam Ahead” warning sign on the 
former Red Bridge abutment in 
Riverside was denied.

FirstLight had already installed 
a new bracket and water gauge on 
the abutment earlier this year, with-
out permission from the town, or 
consultation with Gill’s historical 
commission. FirstLight’s letter stat-
ed that the old dam warning sign is 
under power lines, and it is consid-
ered too dangerous to place the new 
sign there. A “Dam Ahead” sign had 
already been placed on the Turners 
Falls bridge abutment.

Pamela Shoemaker, represent-
ing the historical commission, ex-
pressed her confusion at FirstLight’s 
actions in a letter to the selectboard 
dated July 2. The commission rec-
ommended preventing FirstLight 
from creating any further damage to 
the Gill side of the federally regis-
tered historic bridge abutment, and 
argued that the power lines do not 
present a safety issue for the re-
placement signage.

The selectboard voted 3-0 to deny 
the new sign on the abutment, but to 
allow the new depth gauge to remain.

Candidate Visit
Will LaRose, candidate for the 

Second Franklin district in the state 
house of representatives, joined the 
call to introduce himself and briefly 
discuss his platform. A Democrat 
vying for Susannah Whipps’ seat, 
LaRose’s vision is toward specific 

goals on rural revitalization, which 
he described as having three pillars: 
infrastructure, education, and eco-
nomic development.

Having grown up and been edu-
cated in Athol, LaRose wants to de-
velop a new statewide service corps 
that would give “especially young-
er people the opportunity to serve, 
right in their own community. It’s 
something I’ve wanted to see for a 
long time,” said LaRose.

Other Business
The selectboard approved em-

ploying David Rich to a vacant me-
chanic/operator position on the high-
way department, contingent on Rich 
getting roadside mower certification 
and other training. Rich’s ten years 
of experience in the Buckland high-
way department, “doing just about 
everything that we do,” said Pur-
ington, made him a good fit for Gill.

A resident complained that the 
Gill Community Choice power ag-
gregation program should be opt-in, 
rather than opt-out. The program 
was approved and voted on at Gill’s 
town meeting, and board members 
said it does not present a conflict of 
interest for any member, as the resi-
dent’s letter suggested.

The selectboard voted to opt the 
town out of the Community Choice 
plan only for its three streetlight ac-
counts, because Eversource is cur-
rently offering a rate about 25% less 
than the plan, saving the town ap-
proximately $10 to $25 per month, 
depending on usage and future rates.

A $42,289.66 Riverside sewer 
commitment was approved. Pu-
rington said the neighborhood’s 
sewer usage was down slightly 
from last year.

A motion passed for a $10 hot-
works permit fee to be added to 
the fire department’s fee sheet. 
The permit covers grinding work, 
or anything involving heat, spark, 
or flame that is not in a prescribed 
welding area.

This Sunday, July 12, the fire de-
partment will be working on Route 
2 in the French King Bridge area 
to finish up house number 
signage which was stopped 
during the winter months.

GILL from page A1

comments made at an advisory group 
meeting are public, he is “certain that 
there will be ways that we can make 
it safe for anyone who does not wish 
to disclose their identity, as they of-
fer feedback, to do so.”

The two advisory groups, in turn, 
will be appointed by a five-member 
“search committee” consisting of 
Ellis, selectboard chair Rich Kukle-
wicz, Precinct 1 town meeting mem-
ber Ariel Elan, and two additional 
people who have not yet been de-
termined. Ellis said Kuklewicz was 
assembling the search committee, 
but an inquiry to Kuklewicz was not 
answered as of press time.

Two members of Montague De-
fund, an ad hoc group that grew out 
of the vote at town meeting to freeze 
FY’21 police spending at FY’20 
levels, said they had been invited to 
serve on the search committee, but 
had not yet accepted the invitation.

“I think it’s vitally important that 
people who are directly impacted by 
police violence and racism are able 
to guide this whole process,” said El-
liot Ezcurra of Precinct 5. “I would 
prefer to give up my seat to someone 
with those experiences.”

“I appreciate Rich and Steve’s 
initiative to move forward conver-
sations about the issues many com-
munity members have been raising 
since annual town meeting, and the 
amazing Black Lives Matter protest 
the following day,” said Natan Co-
hen, also of Precinct 5. “Elliot and I 
noticed that none of the three com-
munity members who were extended 
that invitation are people of color, or 
have had the kinds of personal nega-
tive interactions with the police that 
this movement is trying to address.”

Ariel Elan of Precinct 1 said she 
had accepted the invitation, and was 
also applying to serve on the adviso-
ry group on equity and use of force. 
Elan currently serves on town meet-
ing, the energy committee, and the 
highway facility building committee.

“I’m very happy to be on it,” Elan 
said. “My entire motivation is to 
bridge among people who may have 
different perspectives, feel like they 
have different interests to protect, or 
different interests to bring forward 

that have not been in the public.”
Elan said that last month’s town 

meeting, in which 90 to 100 people 
were able to meet outdoors, made 
her optimistic the groups will be able 
to host public discussions in person. 
“We certainly have the resources to 
have large forums,” she said. “All of 
the different channels of input that 
we can find are going to be open.”

Montague police chief Chris Wil-
liams said he saw the committees as 
“a good opportunity to listen, and 
then react.” “I think a lot of people in 
the town don’t know what we do, or 
why we do it, or why we’re trained a 
certain way to do it,” he said. “I think 
all that will come out.”

“Because of George Floyd, and 
the shooting down in Atlanta, peo-
ple are concerned,” Williams added. 
“They want to know: is the Mon-
tague department doing it right?”

At last week’s selectboard meet-
ing, Jen Audley of Precinct 4, who 
chairs the town’s finance committee, 
recommended the town set aside 
money to support volunteers. “I’ve 
participated in a lot of meetings like 
this, and there are a lot of very spe-
cific things you can do to really make 
them inclusive and equitable,” she 
said, citing childcare as an example.

Kuklewicz said all committee 
members will receive “training rela-
tive to effective group process” from 
Leverett resident Paula Green of the 
Karuna Center for Peacebuilding. 
Town officials have already met with 
Green to discuss their vision for the 
special inquiry.

Ellis said he had contacted Green 
at the recommendation of state rep-
resentative Natalie Blais, and that his 
plan is to pay her for her work with 
money from the town’s “communi-
ty development discretionary unal-
located resources” line item, which 
can be used “for the purpose of sup-
porting facilitation [and] logistics.”

Ellis later clarified that the train-
ing sessions with Green are not sub-
ject to open meeting law.

Natan Cohen said that they had 
“recommended to the town that they 
also hire a person of color with ex-
pertise supporting anti-racist and 
cross-class dialogue,” in ad-
dition to Green.

INQUIRY from page A1
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Hosting, Towing, and Raises

WENDELL  from page A1

Here’s the way it was July 8, 
2010: News from the Montague 
Reporter’s archive.

Montague Applies For
$1.9 Million Grant

Calling the Strathmore Mill the 
“linchpin of the downtown and 
townwide revitalization effort,” 
Montague’s new town planner, 
Walter Ramsey, sought and won 
selectboard backing for the town 
to apply for $1.9 million in grant 
funding to remove obstacles to 
development at the mill complex.

The town will seek the funds in 
two phases from a Public Works 
and Economic Development 
grant, funded by state transporta-
tion bonds. The state extended the 
deadline for Montague to put in 
the application, town administra-
tor Frank Abbondanzio said.

In the first phase, Ramsey said 
the town hoped to rebuild or ren-
ovate the condemned pedestrian 
bridge connecting parking ar-
eas along Canal Street with the 
Strathmore complex, and also 
to do the design work for a new 
parking area where the former 
Building #10 stood, up until it 
was destroyed by arson in 2007. 

In the second phase, the town 
will seek to remove the asbes-
tos-tainted debris from that arson 
pile and build the parking lot.

Wendell To Consider
Simple Living Proposal

On July 13, the Wendell board 
of health will hold a hearing on 
an application by Jonathan and 
Susan von Ranson to construct 
a 750-square-foot non-electric 
apartment on the second floor of 
their recently renovated barn.

The von Ransons hope to gain 
legal approval for their plan from 
all relevant permitting authorities in 
order to reduce the environmental 
impact of their living space. They 
have lived before with a hand pump 
for well water and a wood stove for 
heat and cooking, and they would 
like to live that way again.

Their former home was way in 
the woods, but the proposed apart-
ment would be right in the center 
of Wendell, on the town common. 
Thus there was no question of an 
“out of sight, out of mind” approach 
to relevant building codes, which 
presently require electric wiring, 
running water, and a septic system 
for any approved living space.

Looking Back:
10 years ago this weekBy JOSH HEINEMANN

WENDELL – Rain held off for 
Wendell’s annual town meeting on 
Saturday, June 27, and in fact left an 
hour’s grace between the time the 
meeting ended and a light drizzle 
started. It allowed Wendell citizens 
to approve the entire warrant with al-
most no dissenting votes, in a meet-
ing held outside on the common with 
participants wearing masks and with 
spacing between chairs. 

Article 25, to establish a mora-
torium on marijuana facilities to al-
low the planning board to create an 
appropriate bylaw, passed without 
a dissenting vote. Planning board 
member Chris Parker cautioned 
that the state attorney general might 
strike the article down, or that the 
proposed moratorium might expose 
the town to a lawsuit. 

Discussion was short, limited to 
the article and not allowed to stray to 
the facility that Lucas Thayer, who is 
not from Wendell, is proposing for a 
three-acre parcel on West Street.

Because of restrictions on groups 
of more than ten, a town meeting 
advisory committee had formed. 
Plans were made for a rain date, 

with the hope they would not be 
needed. That Friday, fire chief Joe 
Cuneo had met citizens and marked 
the common with playing-field 
spray. At 8:30 Saturday morning, 11 
volunteers met to set up the tables 
for check-in and for town officials, 
as well as the evenly spaced chairs. 
They were done in a half hour. 

Finance committee member Al 
MacIntyre provided a sound system, 
and deputy moderator Chris Parker 
put the meeting on Zoom for citizens 
who could not attend. Current law 
does not allow people who are not 
physically present to vote.

In order to reduce the time that 
people would be gathered, the war-
rant was streamlined into a consent 
agenda in which similar articles 
were grouped together and voted 
as one, unless someone wanted one 
singled out for discussion.

The total operating budget 
approved, under Article 4, was 
$2,985,616. Mahar school com-
mittee’s full budget request passed, 
rather than a lower amount, which 
would have been consistent with the 
Orange and New Salem town meet-
ing votes. 

Citizen Seal LaMadeleine asked 

to separate out the police item from 
the town’s operating budget in Arti-
cle 4 in order to bring up communi-
ty-police relations, a relevant discus-
sion nationally. Wendell once had a 
community-policing group, but that 
group stopped meeting. A communi-
ty-policing committee may become  
necessary when longtime police 
chief Ed Chase actually retires.

Citizen Morgan Mead singled 
out the debt service for Wendell’s 
fiber-optic internet system from the 
group of debt service articles, and 
cast the lone vote against that pay-
ment. Still, voters approved paying 
all of the town’s debt service.

The town took $201,680 from the 
stabilization fund to reduce the tax 
rate and cover various regular ex-
penses, including debt service, and 
moved $255,452 in free cash into 
stabilization, bringing the total stabi-
lization account up to $381,241.

The sky was overcast, and the 
town common stayed pleasantly 
cool during the meeting. Citizens 
and officials stayed afterward to 
disinfect the chairs and tables, then 
put them back in the town hall for 
Sunday’s Good Neighbors, again 
taking just one half hour.

A Cool, Quick, Outdoor Town Meeting

By JOSH HEINEMANN

The Wendell selectboard ended 
the open session of its June 24 meet-
ing by 8 p.m., in time for   two sched-
uled executive sessions. The first 
session was held “to discuss strategy 
with respect to collective bargaining 
or litigation if an open meeting may 
have a detrimental effect on the gov-
ernment’s bargaining or litigation 
position.” The second was called 
“to discuss the reputation, character, 
physical condition or mental health, 
rather than professional compe-
tence, of an individual.” 	

Since their May 27 meeting, the 
selectboard office had gotten sever-
al letters of concern about a propos-
al to grow marijuana on a three-acre 
parcel on West Street. Town coor-
dinator Nancy Aldrich did not read 
them aloud, but summarized them 
as not in favor of the plan. 

The town meeting warrant had an 
article to establish a moratorium on 
marijuana facilities, and allow the 
planning board to create bylaws to 
protect the interests of residents if a 
marijuana facility comes to town. 

Board members did not discuss 
that article at the June 24 meeting, 
but did discuss the next step the 
selectboard needed to take. The 
proposal cannot go to the planning 
board without a host community 
agreement. Apple Guy Flowers 
LLC, the potential growers, gave 
the town a draft agreement, and a 
check for $2,500 to go into an es-
crow account for legal fees. The 
agreement needs legal review. 

Aldrich said she did not attend 
the June 19 outreach meeting that 
Apple Guy Flowers held, but se-
lectboard member Laurie DiDonato 
said it was clear there was quite a 
bit of opposition in town. Citizen 
Deb Flying Horse, participating at 
the selectboard meeting, said that 
Apple Guy’s lawyer was hostile and 
had lied, saying the company had a 
purchase and sale agreement, when 
in fact they did not.

DiDonato said there were ques-
tions for Apple Guy Flowers, and 
then for the lawyer. DiDonato said 
she had contacted Sheffield, where 
there are two outdoor marijuana 
farms – one of 90 acres – and that 

the town had no complaints about 
odors. (One person noticed an odor, 
but did not complain.) A third pro-
posal is being planned in Sheffield, 
and overall, the town is happy with 
the income the facilities provide.

Enforcement
The board of health has heard 

complaints about crowding at Fiske 
Pond, with cars parked along the 
road where signs prohibit it as a tow 
zone, and in the parking lot entrance. 
The parking lot was made small de-
liberately to limit the number of peo-
ple at the beach, and overflow park-
ing has been a regular problem. 

Police chief Ed Chase has giv-
en cars parked in the tow zone one 
warning, which has usually been 
enough to stop cars from parking 
outside the lot. The entryway needs 
to be maintained wide enough to al-
low emergency vehicles to enter.

DiDonato asked if towing could 
happen with no warning. The tow 
zone signs are not at all ambiguous.

Selectboard chair Dan Keller rec-
ommended putting tow zone signs 
along the parking lot entrance, and 

those laws. Within six months, that vote was 
reversed at a special town meeting.”

The 2016 statewide referendum to legalize 
pot was approved by nearly 80% of Wendell 
voters. When the state commission established 
the process for cities and towns to respond to 
proposals by prospective cannabis businesses, 
there was widespread support for local mora-
toria to allow cities and towns to revise their 
zoning bylaws. Moratoria were recommended 
by the Franklin Regional Council of Govern-
ments, but Wendell chose not take this action. 

Before proposals began to surface for can-
nabis growing and production facilities, op-
position movements erupted in many small, 
woodsy rural Massachusetts towns to medi-
um and large-scale solar arrays. Residents 
who had supported state subsidies for solar 
power opposed what they considered to be 
large scale “industrial solar,” which they ar-
gued would undermine the rural character of 
their communities. 

In Wendell, a large-scale solar project pro-
posed in June 2019 encountered strong oppo-
sition at hearings of the planning board and 

conservation commission. In response, the 
planning board proposed a moratorium on 
any similar projects, which was approved by 
an October 2019 town meeting and was not 
challenged in court. The board is now con-
sidering revisions to the town’s solar bylaws, 
and that moratorium is in effect through De-
cember 2020.

Though the solar array was proposed be-
fore the moratorium, and therefore not sub-
ject to it, the project’s developers withdrew 
it in February from consideration by town 
boards. This was generally deemed a victo-
ry for opponents of “industrial solar,” and the 
townwide discussion about development may 
have encouraged opposition to similar canna-
bis facilities, though the proposed West Street 
project is smaller in scale.

At selectboard meetings this spring, as 
well as at a public “community outreach 
meeting” organized on June 19 by Apple Guy 
Flowers, opponents have raised numerous ob-
jections including the operation’s impact on 
vegetation, odor, and the precedent it may set 
for other, larger projects. There has been little 
open support for the project. 

Initially it was reported in this newspaper 
that the West Street project, similar to last 
year’s solar proposal, would not be covered 
by the new moratorium. But planning board 
members Nan Riebschlaeger and Christopher 
Parker argue that a decision on the cannabis 
project would be delayed by the moratorium, 
because their board had not yet received a for-
mal application from Apple Guy for a special 
permit. So far the project has only come before 
the selectboard to negotiate a “host community 
agreement,” as required by the state. 

According to Parker, “The moratorium be-
gins when the planning board had its hearing. 
The legal process for approval [of the project] 
is a submission to the planning board, which 
has not occurred to date. The community host 
agreement is not an approval for the project.” 

Riebschlaeger told the Reporter that the is-
sue has not been sent to town counsel for an 
opinion. The legal firm that represents Apple 
Guy could not be reached for comment prior 
to this week’s deadline.

At last week’s town meeting, Parker 
warned that the proposed moratorium might 
be overturned by a ruling of the state attorney 

general, presumably because it was approved 
well after the window established by the CCC 
for bylaw revisions. 

Riebschlaeger said that the AG would not 
discuss its stance on the moratorium with her, 
in part because the office had not yet received 
a copy of the town meeting article. 

At its most recent meeting, the planning 
board approved an 8-page draft bylaw to 
regulate “recreational marijuana establish-
ments.” The proposed bylaw might allow a 
cannabis project of the size of the Apple Guy 
proposal, but it contains numerous provisions 
for odor, runoff, and noise mitigation that a 
small grower might find onerous. The bylaw 
also contains requirements for energy and 
water “efficiency.” Article XVI, as it is called, 
does not explicitly state that its purpose is to 
preserve the rural character of the town or its 
woods. Rather, the goal is to “promote safe 
attractive business areas, maintain property 
values, protect and preserve the quality of res-
idential neighborhoods, and protect the safety 
of children and young people.”

A hearing on the proposed bylaw 
will be held on August 3.

the other board members agreed.
Letters of complaint about speed-

ing have come to the selectboard, but 
the location of those speeders has 
been all over town. In conversation 
with DiDonato, Chase said that pa-
trolling for speeders is difficult given 
Wendell’s small force and miles of 
road; the best approach is for citizens 
to make a note of offending cars, es-
pecially regular offenders. 

Highway commission chair Phil 
Delorey said he would advocate ra-
dar and penalties.

Employment
Treasurer Carolyn Manley told 

board members that one town em-
ployee has taken COVID-related 
sick leave to care for a child. The 
CARES Act allows that sick leave 
not be taken from regular sick leave 
an employee has earned. Select-
board members approved reinstat-
ing the employee’s sick leave, as 

allowed by the law. DiDonato said 
that the town should make its proce-
dure a policy, and not have to make 
a decision for each individual. The 
COVID pandemic is not over.

The board went along with a fin 
com recommendation of a 1.8% 
COLA pay raise. Aldrich declined 
the raise. Her salary is paid by both 
Wendell and New Salem. She said 
New Salem gave no COLA rais-
es, and that if Wendell gave her a 
raise, her pay would become too 
complicated. 

Animal control officer Maggie 
Houghton has agreed to stay on while 
her replacement is being found. 

Al MacIntyre agreed to take the 
position of water operator, and allow 
Larry Ramsdell to retire. Ramsdell’s 
annual salary is $600, and MacIntyre 
will accept that amount. The town 
got one other offer, from an out-of-
town company, for $7,300 per year. 
MacIntyre has started the training.
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By GEORGE BRACE

At a remotely-held meeting Tues-
day night beset with audio difficul-
ties, the Leverett selectboard opted 
to create a social justice committee 
with a volunteer, rather than offi-
cial, status, due in part to challeng-
es presented by state regulations on 
the conduct of town committees. A 
lengthy discussion was held on the 
issue, and the related matter of an 
ongoing graffiti battle on the town’s 
roads, which will be among the 
committee’s first agenda items.

Before the social justice commit-
tee item came up for deliberation, 
police chief Scott Minckler asked 
if the board had made any deci-
sion on what to do about the graffiti 
and paint that began appearing on 
the town’s roads recently. Initial-
ly, 3 foot by 2.5 foot “Black Lives 
Matter” messages had been neatly 
stenciled on approximately 15 of 
the town’s intersections. Over the 
past several weeks, the messages 
have been painted over and repaint-
ed with conflicting messages, in a 
back-and-forth graffiti battle that 
caused the board to change their 
minds about the need for action.

Chief Minckler reported that the 
painting activity has appeared to be 
increasing, with people dumping 
paint, crossing out previous mes-
sages, and using expletives. The 
chief said he had also received com-
plaints about wet, messy, paint on 
the roads causing property damage 
by getting on people’s cars. Board 
chair Peter D’Errico said he has also 
heard these complaints. 

Minckler said he understood the 
graffiti was a sounding board, but 
that people’s property was being 
damaged, and the activity was il-
legal. He said it had been a month 
since it began, and urged the board 
to do something and start with “a 
clean slate.”

Residents made numerous sug-
gestions, including leaving the 
graffiti and recognizing it as a his-
torical record; pursuing criminal 
complaints against perpetrators; 
seeking volunteers to paint over the 
graffiti; and authorizing an official 
town mural in support of BLM. One 
resident said that an official mural 
would make a statement as a town: 
“We don’t support grafitti wars, but 

we do support Black Lives Matter,” 
adding, “Paint it in front of the po-
lice station. It will be safe.”

D’Errico said he felt “enough is 
enough” with the graffiti battle, and 
the board would be issuing a state-
ment on the matter in the near fu-
ture. He said paint on roads is not a 
solution to racism, but a discussion 
of residents’ concerns and divided 
opinions has that possibility. D’Err-
ico and others suggested that issue 
would be a good fit for an item to 
be taken up by a social justice com-
mittee, the formation of which took 
place moments later.

A proposal to form an official 
town “social justice committee” 
was rejected in favor of creating a 
committee with volunteer status. 
The primary reason given for the 
choice was the burdensome laws 
and regulations regarding the con-
duct of official government groups, 
particularly the state open meeting 
law and quorum requirements. 

Approximately 20 people have 
volunteered for the committee, 
meaning it would need a quorum of 
11 members to conduct business, and 
members would be unable to com-
municate with each other on relevant 
matters outside of committee meet-
ings, due to the open meeting law.

Board members and residents 
noted that while making the commit-
tee official would give its work more 
legitimacy and weight, these require-
ments were “incredibly cumber-
some” and would pose a challenge to 
the committee’s goals. It was decid-
ed to form the committee on a vol-
unteer basis, with some of their first 
tasks to be the wording of a mission 
statement, outreach to similar groups 
such as the Leverett Alliance, and 
coming up with options for dealing 
with the graffiti issue.

Other Business
Fire Chief John Ingram gave a 

brief update on the Joshua Hill fire. 
(See article, page A1.) The chief 
said the department was keeping an 
eye on some smoldering logs, but 
the outer ring was holding fine. 

The board followed the school 
committee’s recommendation and 
appointed Jessica Rocheleau to a 
vacancy in its membership. The seat 
will come up for election in one year. 

Peggy Wolff was appointed to 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Social-Justice Conflicts 
Passed On to Volunteers

the energy committee. 
The board approved changes in 

hours and increases in pay for sever-
al library workers, two of whom are 
stepping up to fill in while the town 
seeks a new library director. (See ar-
ticle, page B1.) Both workers said 
they were not interested in the per-
manent position, but were willing to 
fill in during the transition.

Chief Minckler informed the 

board that officer Meghan Gallo 
passed her physical and is registered 
in the last available spot at the Boyl-
ston police training facility, to begin 
September 14 and run through Feb-
ruary. Gallo is also waitlisted at the 
Western Mass police training facili-
ty, which is closer.

The board signed a warrant for a 
debt exclusion to pay for an excava-
tor. The warrant specifies next Satur-

day, July 18, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
to vote on the matter at town hall.

The board approved contract 
extensions with the Franklin Re-
gional Council of Governments for 
stormwater management and haz-
ard mitigation grants. The board 
announced it will be working with 
the board of health and the conser-
vation commission to draft a water 
conservation statement. 

Several people called to report seeing smoke along 
Route 63, while those living close to the fire worried 
about where it could spread. 

“At first the wisps of smoke resembled bits of fog 
clearing off, but we quickly saw distinct plumes of what 
could only be smoke,” said Dan Warner, a Leverett resi-
dent who lives about one mile north of Joshua Hill.

“We watched the fire move on the top of the hill 
from east to west most of the first day, dreading a 
change of wind direction,” Warner said.  “Even with 
the wind in our favor, the air was smoky.”

At least 25 fire departments from across Hampshire 
and Franklin counties responded to the fire, as well as 
helicopters from the state police Air Wing unit and the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation. In the first 
three days, anywhere between 95 and 115 firefighters 
were fighting the fire at one time, according to Ingram. 

“We were able to get some water brush tankers up 
to a couple different points where we were able to get 
some water up there,” Ingram said. “It still wasn’t 
enough. It was such a large area.”

Moderate drought conditions across the state con-
tributed to the severity of the fire, according to first 
responders, who said the fire burned deeper into the 
parched topsoil than a brush fire typically would in 
June. Below-average precipitation through the win-
ter and spring contributed to “abnormally dry” condi-

tions in the western, central and northeastern parts of 
the state until June 26, when it was officially declared 
a “moderate drought.”

While helicopters dropped buckets of water on the 
fire, “hand crews” worked with shovels, rakes, leaf 
blowers, and other tools to clear debris from the pe-
rimeter of the fire and prevent it from spreading. This 
was the first official deployment for members of the 
specially trained team, of which 60 Franklin County 
firefighters had just completed their training in March. 

“In the Leverett fire it was obvious that most of the 
work had to be done by hand crews,” said Greenfield 
fire chief Robert Strahan, whose department also re-
sponded to the fire. “They were able to slow the fire 
down, but there were times the fire would jump the 
line, and they would have to go back.”

“I used to be on a wildfire crew 20 years ago travel-
ling the country to fight,” the Greenfield chief added. 
“In Franklin County, in my close to 30 years of experi-
ence, I’ve never seen fire activity like that.” 

By the time heavy rains arrived on June 27, the 
brush fire had burned through 55 acres. As the rain 
fell, Ingram and David Celino, the state fire warden 
for the Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
held a press conference on the situation. 

“It’s a daunting effort in the conditions that we’re 
in,” Celino said. “The conditions are that the state 
is now in a moderate drought situation… With that 
comes dry forest fuel conditions, the driest forest field 
conditions that I have seen in my 30 years in the fire 
service for the month of June.”

The state of Massachusetts had seen at least 710 
wildfires so far this year, Celino said, averaging less 
than one acre burned per fire. However, as drought 
conditions worsen this could change, he said.

“As you can see by this incident, getting contain-
ment and getting control of these fires is going to get 
more difficult,” Celino said. “Our message to the pub-
lic is to be very vigilant out there when it comes to 
camp fires, or any type of outside ignition source.”

The fire also prompted the first ever use of Leverett’s 
new CodeRED emergency notification system.

“We had just got it up and running probably a 
week prior to this,” Ingram said. Anyone in town can 
sign up for emergency phone calls and text messages 
through the Leverett town website.

In the coming weeks, the Leverett fire department 
plans to present a recap of the event with photos, 
firsthand accounts, and the historical context of the 
fire. Hikers are asked to stay away from the area of 
the fire, as there are still falling trees and potential 
hot spots underground. 

“We had overpowering support from the commu-
nity who were bringing us food, and water, and fruit 
and local businesses donating [supplies],” Ingram 
said. “The Leverett fire department abso-
lutely wants to extend sincere thanks to 
 all the community.”

FIRE from page A1

Damaged trees are still toppling in the burn zone, and the 
ground is coated in a soft coat of  ash. Hikers are discouraged.
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By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD – An underwa-
ter panther in Montague? Well, bear 
with me. An adventure, indeed.

Credit Acton kayaker Al Peirce 
with the interesting  May 20  dis-
covery, made while killing time 
awaiting takeout following his 
maiden Deerfield River paddle.

Launching from Montague, 
across from the Deerfield’s danger-
ous Connecticut River confluence 
located between the General Pierce 
and bicycle-path bridges, Peirce 
had maneuvered more than a mile 
upriver when obstructed by shallow 
water requiring walking. He briefly 
pondered towing his craft upstream 
through the riffles, but it was get-
ting late. Instead, he called it a day. 
Why not return for another voyage 
under favorable flows?

Reappearing at the mouth of 
the Deerfield, hugging the East 
Deerfield shore, after riding the 
downstream flow – Bingville to the 
left, East Deerfield right – Peirce 
looked across and noticed a couple 
of men standing on the Montague 
side near where he had put in. With 
evening approaching, they were 
exercising their dog by tossing a 
ball into the river for retrieval.

Reluctant to engage in conver-
sation during the height of state’s 
COVID-19 distancing measures, 
Peirce decided to paddle a short 
distance down the Connecticut on 
a temporary reconnaissance mis-
sion. That’s when he came upon 
his exciting discovery, not far up-
stream from an island and across 
from an agricultural shelf known 

in Deerfield annals as Sheldon’s 
Field. The plot forms the town’s 
northeast point overlooking the 
mouth of its namesake river. Just 
downstream, clinging to the Con-
necticut’s East Deerfield shoreline, 
lies exposed, red-sandstone bed-
rock known historically as Shel-
don’s Rocks.

Timing was everything con-
cerning the sighting.

“Had the western sun not been 
at a perfect angle to illuminate 
it through a gap in the foliage, I 
would have never noticed it,” re-
called Peirce, who, curious about 
what looked like a manmade 
squiggle on an obscured standing 
stone, turned his kayak around and 
paddled upstream to investigate.

Vessel beached, Peirce walked 
to the stone, parted the wide green 
leaves covering most of its face, 
and was amazed by what he saw. 
It was more than a little squiggle. 
Much more. Staring him in the face 
was a well-executed petroglyph of 
a strange creature he thought could 
be a resting deer with a snake or 
eel beneath it. Wanting to capture 
images to share, he snapped off 
several cell-phone photos before 
paddling back to his launching 
site, which, to his relief, was va-
cant, the path to his vehicle clear. 
Yup, time to return to his riverside 
campsite off Meadow Road in 
Montague. There he would spend 
the night alone in a tent, his wheels 
of curiosity humming.

Questions swirled. How old 
was this carving? Who made 
it? What did it mean? Could it  

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

Valley 
View

see VALLEY VIEW page B5

The apparent petroglyph spotted this spring by kayaker Al Peirce.
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Jack Golden Reimagines Theater in the Pandemic

Above: The Patch, and its reflection.
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GREENFIELD – Back in March, Jack Golden had 
his van packed up and was ready to go for a two-week 
run of shows in the Southeast. Then he received a text 
from one of the presenters, telling him, “We’re shutting 
down.” It was mid-March, just as the severity of the 
coronavirus pandemic was hitting  the US.

Golden, who lives in Leyden, has been a professional 
performer and – he’s not afraid to say it – clown, since 
1981. He has performed with the world-famous Pickle 
Family Circus of San Francisco, and is a founding mem-
ber of the award-winning comedy troupe The Wright 
Brothers. He now makes his living primarily by visiting 
schools with his educational, vaudeville- and circus-in-
spired shows, such as “Garbage Is My Bag,” “Water, Wa-
ter Everywhere,” and “A Litter Bit Goes a Long Way.”

This spring’s trip to schools in the Southeast had also 
included a brief stint teaching improvisational theater 
techniques at Savannah School of Art and Design, a gig 
Golden was particularly looking forward to. Thinking 
back to that text, Golden said he realized that the cancel-
ations were going to keep coming. 

“I realized, all this work is gone.”
The next day, he drove to his studio in Greenfield, 

unloaded his van, and then, “I just sat on the floor, 
thinking, Wow, is this it for school shows now? Is this it 
for live performance? I’m 67 – does this mean I’m done 
as a live performer?”

Describing himself with a laugh as a “live-perform-
ing animal,” Golden allowed as to how “that was a hard 
question to ask myself.” 

The more he let the question sink in, the more Gold-
en began to feel that “well, maybe I can keep doing live 

performances, but I have to reframe what it will look 
like. It’s not going to look like going into a school audi-
torium and doing a show for 300 kids, and it’s not going 
to look like going to the Shea Theater.” 

Golden has put in his time on the stage at the Shea, 
participating in many of Eggtooth Productions’ shows 
there. He brought his memorable one-man show, “You 
Don’t Know Jack,” to the theater in 2017. He’s also 
performed in immersive theater productions by theater  

Jack Golden brings his talents and passions to
 new work created during the coronavirus pandemic. 

see ARTBEAT page B8
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By JERI MORAN

MONTAGUE – Besides the ob-
vious sadness of missing being with 
family and friends, people have dif-
ferent things they “miss the most” 
during this pandemic. For some it’s 
their favorite restaurant, for others 
it’s the gym, their favorite bar, or a 
music venue. For some of us, the in-
ability to go into our local library to 
peruse the new books, get a couple 
DVDs, maybe use the computers to 
check our emails – that’s been hard. 
While libraries have been trying to 
help patrons by phone to use the li-
brary’s online resources, including 

databases and e-books, it’s just not 
the same as “being there.” No chil-
dren’s programming, no chit-chat 
with the staff – those are things that 
people have told me they really miss. 

As Massachusetts slowly re-
opens, the libraries are trying to do 
the same. For most folks in the area, 
you can now order books, DVDs, 
and other materials from your own 
library only, and curb service has 
been set up so you can pick them up 
outside the library. Each library is 
doing this a little bit differently. Call 
your local library and the staff will 
gladly help explain the process, or 
check their website.

One of the big stumbling blocks 
right now is the fact that there has 
been no normal delivery service 
from library to library, so anything 
you ordered from another library has 
been stuck “in transit” for months 
in a warehouse. But as of this week, 
the statewide library system delivery 
service is up and running again. Deb 
Kern, director of the Northfield Pub-
lic Library, said that she understands 
that the warehouse has over 300,000 
items to deliver, for Western Mass 
alone! They must sort and deliver 
these items first before new requests 
will be honored. But it is exciting 
that things are starting to happen, and 
items you may have ordered months 
ago are now on their way.

Opening Doors 
Everyone is eager for the library 

doors to reopen, but like every-
where else, there has to be a plan. 
First the governor has to declare 
that the libraries are allowed to 
open, and there is a long document 
from the state telling the libraries 
what they have to do to comply. 
Each library is coming up with 
their plan, working with their lo-
cal governing boards, local health 
department, and library trustees to 
ensure that patrons and staff are as 
safe as possible as they reopen. 

The brand-new Erving Public Library has not yet had its grand opening event.

Library Doors Are Slowly Opening. . . 

see LIBRARIES page B3
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GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior Cen-

ter is closed and will reopen when 
advised by state and local author-
ities that it is safe to do so.  This 
measure is taken not lightly but 
with the utmost concern  for the 
most vulnerable in our community. 

The Council on Aging staff will 
be available for referrals and in-
formation from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Mondays through Thursdays, at 
(413) 863-9357 by telephone, and 
coa@montague-ma.gov by email. 
 
ERVING

Erving Senior Center director 
Paula Betters writes that the Center 
is closed until further notice: 

“All programs are canceled or 
postponed. With that said, I will be 
here or at least checking my mes-
sages daily. I want anyone to call 
me and leave a message if they 
have any questions or concerns 
regarding food or other services. I 

will call them back and if we can 
help with services of any kind we 
will do so. I am working with other 
agencies so we can be sure to keep 
our seniors healthy & safe.” 

Paula can be reached at at (413) 
423-3649 or paula-betters@erv-
ing-ma.gov.

LEVERETT
Leverett senior activities are 

currently canceled. Further up-
dates are being distributed via 
TTY telephone and email. For 
more information, contact the Le-
verett COA at (413) 548-1022 x 5, 
or coa@leverett.ma.us.

WENDELL
Wendell senior activities have 

been canceled. The Wendell Se-
nior Center is closed. The Senior 
Health Rides program is also sus-
pended until advisories change. 
For more information, call Nancy 
Spittle at (978) 544-6760.

Senior Center Activities
JULY 13  THROUGH 24

Local Supermarket 
Senior Accommodations
Supermarkets in Massachusetts are now required to provide special hours 

for seniors and immunocompromised shoppers. Call ahead – this informa-
tion is accurate as of April 8; hours and accommodations are still changing.

Big Y: 	 Senior hours from 7 to 8 a.m. 	 (413) 772-0435
Foster’s: 	 Senior hours from 7 to 8 a.m. 	 (413) 773-1100
Food City: 	 Senior hours from 7 to 8 a.m. 	 (413) 863-9591
Green Fields Market: Senior hours from 9 to 10 a.m. Curbside 

pickup available. Order by 8 p.m.; order ready for pickup between 1 
and 6 the following day. Delivery also available. $6 per delivery inside 
Greenfield. $8 outside Greenfield. 		  (413) 773-9567

McCusker’s Market: Only six customers allowed in store at a time. 
Curbside pickup available. Order between 12 and 1 p.m. for pickup the 
following day.  Delivery available. $10 per delivery. Email pickup@
franklincommunity.coop 				    (413) 625-2548

Stop and Shop: Senior hours from 6 to 7:30 a.m. 	 (413) 774-6096

Pet Weekof
the

“Bunny Holly”
Some of you might chuckle when 

you hear my name – an attempt to 
put a lighthearted twist onto my sto-
ry, which begins with me roaming 
the streets as a stray. I’m no street-
wise bunny with the smarts to sur-
vive the dangers of modern suburbia; 
I’m lucky to have been found by a 
kind person, and brought to safety. 

Sometimes I’m still spooked by 
those days on the street. I tend to 
startle easily at loud noises and fast 
movements, and will choose “flight” 
over “fight” when I feel threatened. 

I would do best in a quiet home 

with someone who will let me come 
around in my own time. Once I know 
and trust you, I enjoy petting, and 
also have excellent litterbox habits. 

Maybe you’re the backup singer 
– I mean adopter – I’ve been waiting 
for? Animals at Dakin are available 
for adoption by appointment only. 
Please call (413) 781-4000, or see 
www.dakinhumane.org, for more  
information.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

Adjusting to Digital Life

By MISHEL IXCHEL

TURNERS FALLS – When I 
first moved to Turners Falls a few 
years back, I made friends with an-
other single mama, who also only 
had one child. Our children were the 
same age. Before they moved out of 
state, we’d hang out at each other’s 
apartments, connecting on so many 
levels. This mama also happened to 
be one of the funniest people I’ve 
ever met in my life, so I went out 
of my way to hang out with her as 
much as I could. 

Here’s the thing about this mama. 
She is a Waldorf teacher, and there-
fore totally anti-screen time. By 
then, I had been using screen time 
not-so-sparingly. At the time, I could 
barely float the monthly bills, let 
alone add to the expenses by getting 
a babysitter, and I wasn’t working 
full time, so I relied on screen time to 
be able to work remotely. My child’s 
dad and I were still trying to get our 
footing, still in our initial stages of 
figuring out this co-parenting thing, 
and it wasn’t always pretty.

So you can imagine my shock 
when I learned that my friend had 
not allowed her child near a screen 
during her whole life. Adding to 
my shock was getting to know her 
daughter, and constantly being 
wowed by this child’s vocabulary 
and enunciation. (At the time, the 

kids were two years old.) 
My head dropped. I felt like the 

ultimate failure of a parent. I mean, 
by using screen time, had I robbed 
my child of optimal brain develop-
ment? Was I deterring his vocabu-
lary expansion? Impeding his abili-
ty to properly pronunciate?!

Until it dawned on me. Duh, of 
course – my friend was a Waldorf 
teacher, and her work and training 
clearly spilled into her home. 

I’ve since cut myself some major 
slack, and I continue to use screen 
time as needed. It’s how I’m getting 
this article done. Nothing sucks 
more than at the end of the day feel-
ing like a shitty parent. Even though 
I’m doing a hundred thousand 
things right, when I start comparing 
myself to another mom or their style 
of parenting, which for whatever 
stupid reason feels superior, all the 
good things get temporarily flushed 
down the toilet.

Now, all of this? This was 
pre-pandemic. Whereas before, 
screen time may have been used 
moderately and sparingly, now it’s 
part of our daily life, and the kid 
even has his own tablet. (Much 
obliged, stimulus check!) Also, 
having recently learned about dig-
ital eyestrain and the harmful ef-
fects of blue light, I outfitted all of 
our devices with blue light block-
ing screens. 

The point is, I’ve accepted the 
fact that my kid’s gonna grow up 
using these devices, and as long as 
I can stay informed about the best 
practices, I might as well gear up.

The use of screen time hasn’t 

only increased for the little ones, 
but for us adults as well. If a busi-
ness was able to go virtual in the last 
few months, you better believe it 
has. Whether for work or pleasure, 
we’re probably consuming screen 
time like never before. 

I don’t know about you, but while 
I’m embracing some aspects of this 
virtual life, for the most part, I want 
out. I want to unplug, delete my so-
cial media accounts, and check my 
email only once a day – or perhaps 
every other day. Which of course 
is easier said than done, because I 
haven’t really and fully followed up 
on any of these things.

A couple of months ago, just at the 
onset of the pandemic, I underwent a 
dietary cleanse. It was, quite frankly, 
the best decision I could have made, 
as I’m still reaping the benefits of the 
experience. I’ve wanted to embrace 
a plant-based diet for as long as I can 
remember, and this cleanse allowed 
me to create the transformations I 
needed in order to have that disci-
plined way of eating. 

I don’t quite know yet what I need 
to undergo in order to transform my 
relationship with screen time – or my 
child’s. Even though I’m grateful for 
it, I can’t help but feel there’s a better 
way to do all of this: this new digital/
virtual way of living.

Ecuadorian-born and New York 
City bred, Mishel Ixchel is mama to 
a toddler, and currently resides in 
Turners Falls where she practices 
and teaches the art of sacred self-
care. You can find her on Instagram 
@indiemamadiaries.

By JOHANNA BARTLETT

WENDELL – Wendell has a 
very successful organization of 
mask makers, who have provid-
ed free masks for anyone in town 
who needs one, including all of the 
children and staff at the Swift River 
School. The linchpin in this endeav-
or has been coordinator Sarah Vular. 

Very early in the mask-making 
movement, Sarah offered to orga-
nize the efforts of folks in Wendell. 
She volunteered to collect fabric 
and other supplies, distribute those 
supplies to the makers by driving 
frequently to all of their houses, and 
collect masks from the makers. She 
offered valuable feedback to the 
makers about their most successful 
products, and relayed to them which 
particular masks were in demand. 

She also investigated places 
where the masks could be distrib-
uted, including at town meeting 
on a recent Saturday. Sarah set up 
a card table and displayed an im-
pressive array of masks, in all sizes 
and many styles, depending on what 
best suits a person’s needs. 

Sarah has become a mask fitting 
expert, who can help people choose 
the right mask for them. Masks can 
have elastic ties or t-shirt ties, and 
are constructed from a variety of 
materials, which may appeal more 
to men, women, or children. There 
was also an effort to offer some 
black masks in response to the 
Black Lives Matter demonstrations. 

And so, because of her efforts, the 
mask makers of Wendell have been 
free to stay home and make masks, 

Sarah Vular set up a table to distribute masks made 
by Wendell residents at the recent annual town meeting. 

confident that their products are go-
ing to those who need them. Sarah 
has stood behind her table full of 
masks at some increased risk to her-
self. She occasionally delivers sup-
plies to mask makers accompanied 

by a flower, or a sprig of lavender. 
Many of the makers have never 

met her, but look forward to the day 
when they will be able to thank her 
in person. We are all a little bit safer 
because of Sarah. 
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Sarah and the Wendell Mask Makers
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Fatal Assault Redacted; Foot Cleaner Exonerated;
Milk Snake Brings Environmental Police To Yard

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

Monday, 6/22
1:16 p.m. Staff  member at 
Unity Park advising that 
they witnessed a woman 
get out of  an SUV and 
dump a bag of  trash into 
a barrel that is on the 
property. Staff  member 
looked through bag and 
found name and address. 
Involved party advised 
of  complaint; stated she 
would not do it again.
Tuesday, 6/23
5:38 a.m. Caller reports a 
bike leaning on the White 
Bridge with nobody in 
the area. Officer advises 
he moved bike to a better 
location, but left it in the 
area, as someone may be 
fishing in the river.
3 p.m. Caller requesting 
officer drive through Mi-
gratory Way area; states 
kids are doing drugs in a 
vehicle parked behind the 
“no parking” sign. Officer 
reports no drug parapher-
nalia on site; three total 
occupants in vehicle; oper-
ator is pulled over in order 
to clean her foot from a re-
cent procedure.
Wednesday, 6/24
9:21 a.m. Report of  ille-
gal dumping on Turnpike 
Road. Mail found among 
dumped contractor bags. 
Responsible party advised 
he will not dump anything 
else there.
1:39 p.m. Report of  male 
party putting up posters 
on town-owned building 
without authorization. 
Town administrator ad-
vised he and DPW super-
intendent will speak with 
the party; PD not needed 
at this time.
2:07 p.m. Caller from Main 
Street advises he contacted 
Environmental Police re: a 
snake on his property. EPO 
believed it was a milk snake, 
but caller believes it is a boa 
constrictor. EPO advises 
they will send someone out.
3:15 p.m. Complaint re-
garding two kids riding 
an ATV up and down Old 
Greenfield Road and pos-
sibly doing graffiti. Caller 
will attempt to talk with 
them and call back if  she 
thinks an officer should re-
spond.
8:08 p.m. Anonymous call-
er reporting male sitting 
on a bench outside High-
land School Apartments 
and screaming very loudly 
on his phone. Caller states 

male party has a firearm 
visible on his waistband. 
Officer states situation 
not as reported: male 
party is wearing sweat-
pants with no shirt, no 
firearm on his person. All 
quiet on arrival.
9:02 p.m. Report of  ongo-
ing issue with fireworks 
being set off  every night 
for the past two weeks 
or so near Spring and 
Central streets. Officer 
reports area is all quiet; 
nothing found.
9:08 p.m. Caller from 
Turnpike Road reports 
that a raccoon got a few of  
her chickens and has since 
been returning to her res-
idence daily; states rac-
coon seems healthy and 
is not aggressive, but it is 
not afraid of  her and will 
not stay away for more 
than a day. Animal control 
officer on vacation; called 
back and stated that this is 
an issue for EPO.
10:22 p.m. Caller from 
Vladish Avenue reports 
that he was cornered by 
a bear when exiting his 
vehicle; states bear was 
calm and eventually wan-
dered into the backyard. 
Officer advised.
10:50 p.m. Complaint re: 
male playing basketball 
at Unity Park. Officer ad-
vised.
Thursday, 6/25
1:45 p.m. Caller from 
Montague Catholic Social 
Ministries would like it on 
record that yesterday she 
found a face mask on her 
vehicle with a note about 
“not believing the lies,” 
and this morning on the 
door to the building she 
found a note referring to 
“not believing the lies” as 
well. Services rendered.
8:28 p.m. Caller from 
Lake Pleasant Road 
stating that her grand-
mother’s ex-boyfriend is 
at the house verbally ar-
guing with her parents 
and using a chainsaw to 
intimidate them. Officer 
reports party gone on 
arrival, possibly in the 
upper Lake Pleasant area 
on his red scooter. Scoot-
er located by Green Pond 
Road. Party taken into 
protective custody.
11:18 p.m. Caller from 
Federal Street reporting 
several street bikes speed-
ing in front of  his house; 
advises subjects are unli-
censed and bikes are not 
legal. Caller advises he 
has called about this be-
fore and wants something 
done before he handles it 
himself. Officer checked 
area; nothing found at this 
time. Will remain in area.
Friday, 6/26
5:51 a.m. Caller request-
ing officer meet his crew 
at the entrance gate to 
Migratory Way at 7 a.m.; 
advises they have people 
camping on their prop-
erty, and are concerned 
for fires. Officers spoke 
with caller, who request-

ed officers check area by 
Railroad Salvage. Officers 
clear; eviction rendered.
10:07 a.m. Report of  in-
toxicated male causing a 
disturbance at Cumber-
land Farms; tried getting 
in a stranger’s vehicle, 
then a second vehicle. 
Male then got out of  
second vehicle and left 
on foot toward Simon’s 
Stamps. Area checked; un-
able to locate.
10:13 a.m. Report of  
shoplifting from Food 
City earlier this morning; 
male stole ice cream and 
concealed it in his shorts. 
Summons issued for 
shoplifting by concealing 
merchandise.
11:40 a.m. Report of  
three males fighting in the 
parking lot at 253 Farma-
cy. During call, males got 
back into their vehicle 
and took a right out of  
the parking lot, heading 
toward downtown. Area 
search negative. Employ-
ees advise they will call 
if  parties return and will 
likely deny them service 
based on what occurred.
1:45 p.m. Report of  medi-
cation stolen from camper 
parked on J Street. Ad-
vised of  options.
2:03 p.m. State police re-
ceived a call requesting 
assistance with a beat-up 
trailer that someone left 
on a Canal Road property. 
MPD officer advises trail-
er is behind old yoga stu-
dio, which appears to be 
a bike shop now. Two ve-
hicles present: one motor 
home and one half  trac-
tor-trailer unit. Services 
rendered.
9:45 p.m. Caller from Fair-
way Avenue states that 
her and her neighbors’ 
condos are flooding with 
water; unknown source. 
TFFD responding.
Saturday, 6/27
12:26 a.m. Caller from 
Main Street complaining 
of  loud outdoor party 
with very bright lights. 
All quiet upon arrival. 
Parties advised about 
bright lights complaint. 
They will be heading in-
side shortly.
6:46 a.m. Two residents 
reporting loud bang fol-
lowed by power outage 
in Coolidge Avenue area. 
TFFD and Eversource 
advised.
1:18 p.m. Report of  phys-
ical altercation between 
male and female in front 
of  First Congregational 
Church on Bridge Street. 
Officer spoke with two in-
volved parties as well as 
a witness and the caller. 
Involved parties advise 
verbal only; only physical 
contact was a hug, and at 
one point they ran over 
the bridge after someone 
fell off  of  their motor-
cycle. No injuries. Rid-
er who fell did not want 
medical attention.
3:54 p.m. Officer flagged 
down by motorist advising 

they believe there is a rabid 
raccoon walking around 
in the area of  Greenfield 
and Randall roads. Animal 
located and moved along 
into the woods.
7:19 p.m. Caller from 
Hatchery Road would like 
it on record that someone 
stole a nice wheelbarrow 
from her property and left 
an old broken one.
Sunday, 6/28
8:29 p.m. Report of  dead 
doe across street from 
Millers Falls Rod & Gun 
Club. Not impeding traffic. 
Message left for DPW.
Monday, 6/29
2:29 a.m. Caller states 
that a vehicle pulled into 
the parking lot of  Cum-
berland Farms and the 
driver passed out. Field 
sobriety test passed; 
no smell of  alcohol on 
breath. Operator states 
he has been awake for 
a long time and is very 
tired. Courtesy transport 
home provided.
2:13 p.m. First of  sever-
al reports of  wires down 
due to a storm; affected 
areas included Montague 
City Road, Farren Ave-
nue, Depot Street, and 
Wills’ Ferry Road.
7:02 p.m. 911 caller re-
porting a woman scream-
ing bloody murder and a 
highly intoxicated male 
party driving a tractor 
on West Street. Officer 
reports no issue at this 
time; male stated that his 
sister was yelling earlier, 
but no argument was tak-
ing place.
Tuesday, 6/30
7:59 a.m. Multiple 911 
calls received for vehicle 
collision at Federal Street 
and North Leverett Road. 
MCFD and AMR sent. 
One caller states that he 
was behind one of  the 
vehicles at the stop sign 
on North Leverett Road 
and that vehicle pulled out 
onto Route 63 and t-boned 
the vehicle with the right 
of  way. Report taken.
Wednesday, 7/1
5:44 p.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street stated he 
was just assaulted by a 
neighbor who punched 
him in the face sever-
al times. Officer reports 
that parties have been 
separated; caller refused 
medical attention but has 
a bruise on his face. Call-
er does not want to press 
charges at this time. Ad-
vised of  options.
Thursday, 7/2
7:38 a.m. Second report 
of  a vehicle with a loud 
exhaust that has driv-
en into and out of  the 
Patch several times over 
the past few hours. Caller 
advises vehicle just left G 
Street heading over the 
Eleventh Street Bridge; 
described as silver Subaru 
with spoiler.
8:34 a.m. Caller reported 
to detail officer that power 
is out on Nadeau Avenue 

By MICHAEL SMITH

Along with most businesses, MCTV encour-
ages people to stay at home and limit visits to the 
station. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for 
updated station hours. 

One way to connect with your community 
from the confines of your quarantine is to make 
videos! It’s easy to film a tutorial, a public service 
announcement, a story or a hike by using your 
phone, computer or one of MCTV’s cameras that 
are sanitized and available for pickup. Any edit-

ing can be done by MCTV staff editors, or you 
can try it at home! 

Residents of Montague can find MCTV on 
Channel 17, and the MCTV Vimeo page is avail-
able online. Email hannahbrookman@gmail.com 
for editing assistance or filmmaking questions.

Something going on you think others would like 
to see? If you get in touch, we can show you how 
easy it is to use a camera and capture the moment. 
Contact us at (413) 863-9200 or infomontaguetv@
gmail.com between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. We’d love to work with you!

Montague Community Television News 

We’ll Edit Your Videos!

see MPD page B4

Our local libraries are also  
conferring with each other so 
that the plans can be as similar as  
possible in order to minimize 
confusion. According to a re-
cent joint statement by the state 
board of library commissioners 
and the Massachusetts library 
system, these plans must include 
“quarantines (three days) of items 
that have been returned to li-
braries; staff and patron safety  
measures such as masks and gloves, 
limiting access to buildings – one 
door in and one door out, acrylic 
or Plexiglass barriers for service 
desks, and managing foot traffic.” 

Stay tuned, and we’ll let you 
know as soon as those doors open.

Three New Directors
At three of our local libraries, 

there are additional changes. Both 
Wendell and Erving have seen their 
library directors retire, and new di-
rectors are already working to get 
ready to reopen. Since the new di-
rector of the Erving library was pre-
viously the director of the Leverett 
library, Leverett is also having a 
change at the top, and is now look-
ing for a new director. 

Rosie Heidkamp served as the 
director of the Wendell Free Library 
for almost 30 years. As she ex-
plains: “From 1991 to June 2007 I 
was the director at the original Wen-
dell Free Library, now the Wendell 
senior center, and from July 2007 
forward in our spacious new build-
ing next to the town playground. In 
the old building, about 700 square 
feet in size and without running 
water or a bathroom, we focused 
on lending books, magazines, LPs, 
and cassette tapes. With the move to 
our new 4,200 square foot building, 
we morphed into both a library and 
a busy community center, offering 
many programs each week for chil-
dren through adults.”

Heidkamp, who retired on June 
30, says she’s completely com-
fortable passing the directorship 
over to Anna Lawrence, who start-
ed working with her at the end of 
May. Heidkamp says she is looking 
forward to “slowing down, having 
time again for friends and family, 
time for lots of outdoor activities 
and time to pursue creative and 
practical endeavors around my 
house and yard. And of course I’ll 
still be actively involved in Wen-
dell community life.” 

It is an understatement to say 
Rosie Heidkamp will be greatly 
missed.

Anna Lawrence told me: “I am 
so excited to be part of the Wen-
dell community! Before I moved 
to Western Mass in September 
2019, I was a teen librarian at the 
central branch of the Boston public 
library. Now, with the introduction 
of broadband internet in Wendell 

later this year, I will be hosting 
technology classes and one-on-one 
sessions to help people learn things 
like downloading e-books, online 
banking, or even creating a blog.” 

In Erving, retiring library di-
rector Barbara Friedman just com-
pleted overseeing the construction 
of their new library building, just 
off Route 2 on Route 63, next to 
the Erving elementary school and 
the community and senior center. A 
sidewalk links the three buildings 
into a wonderful community nexus 
of resources.

When asked what stands out in 
her mind of her years as director, 
Friedman replied: “I’ve had the 
pleasure of getting to know the 
people of Erving in a very intimate 
way. I’ve seen babies grow up to 
be sixth-grade graduates from the 
Erving elementary school in my 
twelve years at the library. Togeth-
er with many who have worked 
with me over those years and with 
my current staff, Andrea and Jean, 
and Ann, my most faithful volun-
teer and the Friends of the Library 
group, we have brought library ser-
vice into the 21st century.” 

Friedman said she felt “blessed” 
to be able to take the library con-
struction project from the planning 
stage to completion, and that it was 
a powerful learning experience 
attending construction meetings  
with the team. 

Natane Halasz is Erving’s new 
director. With a MLS library degree 
from Simmons, and years of work-
ing in the public library in Fitch-
burg, at Hampshire College, and 
even in Australia, she most recently 
comes from being the director of 
the Leverett library. 

Halasz is also full of enthusiasm 
for her new job: “I’m excited to 
start at the Erving Public Library! 
I started officially on Sunday, June 
21. I’m thrilled to be working with 
a wonderful staff, board of trustees, 
Friends group, and volunteers. 

“The new library building is so 
beautiful, and an amazing gift to 
the community. When I stepped in-
side for the first time, I marveled 
at how light, bright, open, and wel-
coming the space is, and I look for-
ward to learning about the Erving 
community, and offering expand-
ing resources and services that sup-
port the community’s recreational 
and educational goals.”

Right now, the Leverett public 
library is going through the hiring 
process for a new director, who will 
probably be in place by the end of 
the summer. 

So, there are lots of things go-
ing on at the area libraries, even 
while we are impatiently waiting to 
get back inside of them. This will 
happen soon, but it’s going to feel 
a bit different, just like ev-
erything else during these 
strange times. 

LIBRARIES from page B1
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Out of the Park   July 2020and that a loud bang 
was heard around 
the time it went out. 
TFFD and Ever-
source advised.
4:13 p.m. Subway 
employee reporting 
customers fighting 
about mask wearing. 
Involved female was 
arguing with two men 
because they did not 
have masks on, but 
they were covering 
their faces with their 
shirts. Female was ar-
guing that it was a law 
to wear a mask. Officer 
explained that it is not 
a law, but a policy that 
a business can choose 
to enforce or not. Par-
ty continued to argue 
with officers but even-
tually moved along.
4:48 p.m. Multiple 
911 calls reporting a 
two- or three-car ac-
cident near the Turn-
ers Falls post office 
involving a pedestrian 
and a propane tanker 
that may be leaking. 
TFFD, PD, and AMR 
responding. Three to-
tal cars involved, two 
of  which were parked. 
Two patients trans-
ported. Rau’s request-

ed for two vehicles; 
Roseledge for tanker 
truck. Summons is-
sued. Report taken.
Friday, 7/3
4:39 p.m. Caller states 
that a male is throw-
ing “nip” bottles out 
of  a window onto the 
sidewalk on Avenue A. 
Male is yelling with 
slurred speech. Offi-
cers made contact with 
involved male, who 
cleaned up his mess 
and was advised of  fu-
ture consequences.
6:04 p.m. Assault on 
Randall Road; entry 
redacted; “refer to 
press release.” (See ar-
ticle, page A1.)
9:39 p.m. Caller from 
G Street states that 
a man in a window 
across the street is 
performing a lewd 
sexual act while look-
ing at her. Both in-
volved parties spo-
ken to. No body parts 
could be seen by caller. 
Involved male advised 
of  complaint.
Saturday, 7/4
9:12 a.m. Hunting 
Hills business own-
er reporting that the 
plant stand was bro-
ken into; items are 

missing and damaged. 
Report taken.
10:40 a.m. Caller from 
H Street states that 
a man came out of  a 
house and smashed the 
mirror on his truck. 
Report taken.
1:48 p.m. Caller from 
L Street states that a 
large tree stump rolled 
down the hill behind 
his house and damaged 
his vehicle; believes it 
came from a loose pile 
of  logs left by a crew 
doing work on High 
Street. DPW notified; 
DPW supervisor ad-
vising that debris was 
left by Northern Tree. 
Investigated.
9:03 p.m. First of  
many reports of  fire-
works being set off  
around town. 
Sunday, 7/5
6:37 a.m. Caller states 
that she was out for 
a walk and there is a 
trash bag with a dead 
cat in it on the side of  
Millers Falls Road. 
Message left for DPW.
9:58 p.m. First of  
many reports of  fire-
works being set off  
around town.

MPD  from page B3

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

By JON DOBOSZ

UNITY PARK – Hello every-
one! Yes, it’s been a while. We 
hope you are all doing well during 
these challenging times. It certainly 
hasn’t been easy for any of us, but 
we shall strive on. As many of you 
know, we had to cancel some of our 
initial plans these past few months, 
but that doesn’t mean we’re shut-
ting our doors waiting for things to 
get back to normal. We’ve still put 
together some great programs to 
help our community stay active and 
healthy this summer.

While we were unable to offer 
our traditional summer camp, we 
created a Morning Playgroup Pro-
gram for the next few weeks. The 
program consists of separate Arts 
and Crafts and Field Game weeks 
that are offered from Monday, July 
13 through the week of August 3. 
Sessions are held 9 to 11 a.m., Mon-
days through Thursdays (Fridays 
are rain days), and serve children 
5 through 12. The cost is $50 per 
child per week. We follow state 
guidelines relative to virus mitiga-
tion. Contact us and we’ll send you 
a full program brochure.

We also have Grab ‘n’ Go Crafts 
each week from July 13 through Au-
gust 17. Purchase craft kits so you 
can enjoy them with family mem-
bers at home. Online instruction will 
be available, and supplies are limited 
to first come, first serve. 

The craft schedule is as follows. 
Week of July 13: Stars & Stripes 
Frame, $7 per pack; July 20: Velvet 
Door Hangers, $9 per pack; July 27: 
Cloud Climber Jet, $5 per pack; Au-
gust 3: Pour Painting, $12 per set; 
August 10: Super Hero Shields, $8 
per pack; August 17: Foam Race 
Car, $8 per pack. Call us to reserve 
these craft packs.

If your child enjoys baseball, how 
about registering them for our Base-
ball Clinic? This program is for kids 
ages 8 to 12, and is held at Unity 
Park from Monday, July 27 to Thurs-
day, July 30 (Friday the 31st will be 
a rain date). Let’s develop hitting and 
fielding skills, and build back what 
may have been lost these last few 
months. We ask that all players bring 
their own bats, gloves, and helmets, 
as equipment cannot be shared. The 
fee is $50 for Montague residents. 

If soccer is your game, then 
we’ll be holding a Soccer Clinic 
from Monday, August 10 to  Thurs-
day, August 13 for kids ages 9 to 

12. Soccer season is right around 
the corner, so what better time to 
work on those skills. Learn from a 
current coach and player who will 
give players the tools to kick off 
the season on a high note. The clin-
ic will be held at Highland Park in 
Millers Falls, and fees are $50 for 
Montague residents.

Finally, MPRD is getting into the 
e-gaming industry. We’re currently 
working with an e-gaming company 
to host a number of different online 
leagues throughout the year. By the 
end of the summer we’ll have up to 
18 leagues on our platform, ranging 
from sports to role playing simula-
tion games. Keep an eye out for our 
launch date.

Please note that a list of proto-
cols will accompany registration in-
formation for all “face-to-face” pro-
grams. Non-residents are allowed 
to register for the programs noted 
above at an additional fee, but will 
be placed on a waiting list to allow 
Montague residents first dibs.

If you wish to receive addition-
al information on these and other 
programs, feel free to contact us at 
(413) 863-3216, log onto www.mon-
tague-ma.gov, or view our Facebook 
page. Enjoy the start of summer and 
we’ll talk to you next month!

Jon Dobosz is the director of 
parks and recreation for the  

town of Montague.

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – Netflix’s Mes-
siah looks at what would happen if 
the Messiah suddenly comes back 
on the scene. 

Various people are involved with 
this happening, and we see it from 
their perspectives. This individual 
is called Al-Massih. The moments 
involving him are really the only 
interesting things to me in the first 
episode. But we do get a look at the 
characters whose perspectives I be-
lieve the show is from, from what I 
read in one summary. 

One of them is a CIA officer 
named Eva Geller, and she is sort of 
a believer of the truth. Two more in-
dividuals whose perspectives are in-
volved are a Palestinian refugee and 
an officer of the Israeli Shin Bet. 

In the pilot, Al-Massih is at 
Damascus, Syria, where he appar-
ently frees a bunch of Palestinian 
refugees from ISIS’s effort to hold 
them prisoner. I know of Damas-
cus’s religious significance from 
the story of Paul of Tarsus. That’s 
where he had a vision of Jesus on 
his way to look for and persecute 
his followers. 

Al-Massih ends up leading 2,000 
refugees to Israel. He believes they 
have a right to be there. While the 
first episode doesn’t show this fig-
ure meeting up with the CIA officer, 
because he is in Israel, he meets up 
with the Shin Bet officer named 

Avrim Dahan. The two talk, and he 
speaks of something that he couldn’t 
possibly know about this officer. 

Creatively, it’s an interesting 
way to go about showing an inter-
action with who this individual is 
supposed to be. I would be curious 
to see in what way they are going 
to have him interact with the CIA 
officer. In the first episode, what 
is mainly done by the CIA officer 
is her finding out for sure whether 
this man is a con artist.

Well, the moments with this sup-
posed messiah individual were my 
favorite highlights of the episode. 
After stumbling upon a review of 
this show on a site I like, I went 
ahead to the last episode of the pres-
ent season to see if the review had 
indeed accurately stated that it was 
an unsatisfying ending to the sea-
son. I won’t say that, or spoil any-
thing else in great detail. But I will 
say that Al-Massih appears to do 
something that is pretty good proof 
that he is indeed the Messiah. 

Taking that into account, this 
show might get a second season. 

This was not the first Netflix se-
ries that I have reviewed of late. The 
other was Lost in Space Season 2. 
I really liked that season premiere; 
I liked it even better than the first 
episode of Season 1 of that show. If 
I had to rank them in order, I would 
say Season 2 of Lost in Space, Mes-
siah, and Season 1 of Lost in Space 
is the way it goes for me.

TV REVIEW

Netflix’s Messiah (2020) FRIENDS OF THE MONTAGUE COMMON HALL

What’s Happening at the Common Hall?
By KATE O’KANE

MONTAGUE CENTER – The Montague Common 
Hall functions as the community center of Montague 
Center, the place where people gather to dance, listen 
to music, do yoga, and celebrate. As with many oth-
er gathering places, the Common Hall has been closed 
since late March 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

At the time this article was written, it is still not clear 
when the Hall will be open for large gatherings. 

Despite this hiatus, the Friends of the MCH have 
continued working behind the scenes. Lovely flowers 
in pots have appeared outside the front entrance, tend-
ed by Board members, and the Board has continued to 
oversee the financial health and future of the Hall. 

As soon as is feasible, the main room of the Hall will 
be named “The David Kaynor Music & Dance Hall,” 
in honor of David, the longest-serving master of the 
Grange and a founding member of the Friends of the 
Montague Common Hall. David served the larger com-
munity for decades in his roles as fiddler for contra and 
square dances, teacher to generations of new fiddlers, 
master of the Grange, and member of the Board of the 
MCH. We will be delighted to honor him at a celebra-
tion, which will hopefully be held in the not-too-distant 
future. Stay tuned for news of this!

The Common Hall has been under financial stress 
since the start of the pandemic. As you might guess, 
in addition to donations, the Hall relies to a large ex-
tent on rental fees to cover its expenses. Those rental 
fees have shrunk to practically zero in the past three 
months, with a big loss being the cancellation of the 
Mutton & Mead group’s use of the building. This un-
expected change in finances has meant our Treasurer 
has needed to dip into savings in order to pay expenses. 

And renovation/maintenance projects are not com-
plete: the exterior of the building will soon need to be 

painted, and the tall windows at the front of the build-
ing badly need to be restored. 

So we, the Board of the Friends of the Montague 
Common Hall, are asking that you consider becoming 
a sustaining member. The regularity of monthly dona-
tions from sustaining members means that we can plan 
for and count on those donations. And the monthly do-
nation amount needn’t be large! If you’re able to, join 
us and your neighbors in supporting a local organiza-
tion that in turn supports community in your neighbor-
hood. For more information and to make a donation, 
visit montaguecommonhall.org.

We are grateful for all the support the community 
has provided in the past. It is an amazing and beau-
tiful thing that a village has decided to support a 
non-profit organization in maintaining a lovely, his-
toric community gathering space. Thank you for your  
ongoing support!

The hall’s main room will be named in honor of  
Grange master and founding Common Hall Friend 

David Kaynor, pictured here circa 2010.
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possibly be unknown to locals? 
Could it have been recently un-
veiled by flood erosion? All were 
questions capable of keeping a 
thinking man awake nights, tossing 
and turning in possibilities. Yes, he 
had work to do – the kind he loves.

Joining the Chase
Now, fast-forward six days, to the 

morning of Tuesday, May 26, noon-
time approaching. I was sitting at my 
desk crafting the opening paragraphs 
of a column, when a sudden distrac-
tion flashed in the lower righthand 
corner of my laptop screen. Outlook 
was alerting me to Peirce’s email. 
He’d found an online column of 
mine expressing confidence about 
the existence of ancient petroglyphs 
and pictographs still to be discovered 
in our slice of the Connecticut Val-
ley. He wondered if I was familiar 
with his Montague find.

“It looks like a Native American 
petroglyph,” he wrote.  “Though 
partially hidden by vegetation, it’s 
hard to believe someone wouldn’t 
have previously seen it at some 
point. I’ve attached photos.”

I studied the series of shots 
and was intrigued by the carving, 
which I immediately recognized as 
the mythical underwater panther – 
Mishebeshu is one of many spell-
ings – of Native American cosmo-
logical lore. The horns and long tail 
were dead giveaways.

Wow! Talk about a show-stopper. 
The column I was writing became 
temporarily irrelevant. My focus 
broken, there was a bigger fish to fry.

My initial reaction was that the 
image looked too good, maybe a bit 
too crisp and clean to be hundreds 
of years old. But what did I know? 
No petroglyph expert, it was time to 
reach out. I forwarded the photos to 
two trusted friends and experts, Peter 
A. Thomas and R. Michael Gramly, 
a pair of sage, PhD archaeologist/
anthropologists with decades of field 
experience and knowledge. What 
were their thoughts?

The first to respond was Gramly. 
His email arrived that evening from 
Tennessee, where he was oversee-
ing the follow-up archaeological 
excavation of a 13,000-year-old 
mastodon site.

“Yes,” he wrote. “It appears to 
be a piasa or underwater panther – 
equivalent to the Chinese dragon. 
Such animals lurk near deep holes 
and water vortexes.”

I immediately Googled “under-
water panther,” and struck gold. 
There is much online information 
on this mythical beast, most com-
monly associated with Ojibwa and 
other Great Lakes tribes.

Thomas, catching up on yard-
work at his northern Vermont 
home, didn’t respond immediately. 
But he did chime in a day or two 
later on the phone. After a brief ex-
change of pleasantries, he moved 
straight to the point.

“Where did you come up with 
that petroglyph?”

“A kayaker found it on the Con-
necticut River.”

“Interesting. Usually, when I’m 
shown something like this, my reac-
tion is, ‘Ehhhhh?’ Not so with this. 
I’d like to see it.”

Having studied the photos care-
fully, Thomas cited a couple of 
potential problems with the exe-
cution. First, the glyph’s straight 
edges and depth suggested metal 
tools to him. Second, such carvings 
are not typically found on standing 
stones, but rather on river, lake, and 
bayside ledge. Yet he still believed 
it could be an important discovery 
dating back to the Colonial Contact 

Period, maybe even a smidge ear-
lier. Metal trade goods had surely 
found their way to our slice of the 
Connecticut Valley decades before 
the Agawam Plantation (Spring-
field) was founded in 1636; and 
even if it had been carved for spir-
itual posterity by some post-King 
Philip’s War indigenous straggler, 
perhaps a shaman, it would still be 
a remarkable discovery.

A Dark Portal
Gramly’s most authenticating 

observation was the underwater 
panther’s association with water 
vortexes, better known in laymen’s 
terms as whirlpools. A short distance 
upstream from the carving, there is 
just such a deadly feature. In fact, 
not only is it a dangerous whirlpool, 
it may well be  the  most dangerous 
whirlpool in the 400-mile-long Con-
necticut Valley. Although I know of 
no way to confirm that, I do know 
this hazardous site has claimed many 
lives in my lifetime. The swirling 
vortex is created by the collision at 
an odd angle of two powerful natural 
forces – the Deerfield and Connecti-
cut rivers – capable during high-wa-
ter events of swallowing a canoe and 
spitting it out.

Such dangerous whirlpools were 
viewed as portals to the underworld 
in worldwide hunter-gatherer cul-
tures, including those of North 
America’s Eastern Woodlands. So, 
no doubt this one would have been 
known to our earliest indigenous 
paddlers, who recognized it as a 
perilous place of high spirit inhab-
ited by dark underworld and water 
spirits. The underwater panther was 
the lord of the underworld, known to 
reside in oceans, lakes, whirlpools, 
deep pools, treacherous rapids and 
caves. In a foul mood, this lurking 
creature was known to emerge from 
the depths to pull swimmers and 
boaters to drowning death. Thus, 
the carving had context, always im-
portant in such matters.

Something that gave the panther 
even more context at this site was 
the fact that it also stood near a doc-
umented Connecticut River ford, or 
footpath crossing, at adjacent Shel-
don’s Rocks. The Native attackers 
of the infamous Sept. 19, 1677 Ash-
pelon Raid on Hatfield and Deer-
field used this very crossing on their 
retreat home, up the Connecticut 
Valley to Canada with colonial cap-
tives. So, not only did this warning 
sign stand a short distance below a 
treacherous whirlpool; it also stood 
near the crossroads of two major 
travel arteries, one by land, the other 
by water. Yes, an appropriate site to 
post a warning. But how old was it? 
That was the salient question – one 
that only a field trip could reconcile.

Warning Flags
First, a little more on the underwa-

ter panther itself. The Peirce images 
in the hands of Gramly, Thomas and 
myself spurred independent research 
by all of us, with communication fly-
ing back and forth. Plus, without re-
vealing the precise location, Thomas 
and Gramly both sent the images 
to rock-art scholars for additional 
feedback, among them University 
of Pennsylvania anthropologist Me-
gan Kassabaum and former Maine 
State Archaeologist Bruce Bourque. 
Thomas had discovered an informa-
tive video by Kassabaum about the 
underwater panther and queried her, 
while Gramly thought it wise to run it 
past Bourque, a longtime friend and 
colleague who’s seen many Maine 
petroglyphs. Everyone agreed the 
carving was worthy of professional, 
on-site evaluation.

I watched Kassabaum’s video 

with interest, and it led me to my 
study to see what I could find in 
my bookshelves. Poring through 
sources I owned, they were helpful 
in identifying additional sources to 
probe. My search started with Mi-
chael Angel’s  Preserving the Sa-
cred: Historical Perspectives of the 
Ojibwa Midewiwin, then moved to 
Brian Swann’s trilogy on Native 
American Literature. 

Then I purchased two compila-
tions of scholarly essays online – 
Ancient Objects and Sacred Reals: 
Interpretations of Mississippian 
Iconography  and  Icons of Power: 
Feline Symbolism in the Americas. A 
third source, Theresa S. Smith’s The 
Island of the Anishnaabeg: Thun-
derers and Water Monsters in the 
Traditional Ojibwe Life-World will 
arrive any day now.

Out of the focused reading arose 
growing suspicions in my mind 
about the source of the Montague 
petroglyph. Though the horned, 
long-tailed image fit the mold, it 
became clear to me that it was es-
sentially of Central Algonquian 
iconographic form, especially that 
of Great Lakes tribes, not our own 
Eastern Algonquians. 

In New England, the lord of the 
underworld was the related Great 
Horned Serpent. Despite their dif-
ferent appearance – one with legs, 
the other without – they were the 
same beast playing the same cos-
mological role: in perpetual warfare 
with thunderbirds, lords of the Sky 
World in the indigenous Eastern 
Woodlands realm.

Although the regional preferenc-
es didn’t necessarily rule out the 
possibility that the Montague carv-
ing had been executed by an indig-
enous carver of Connecticut Valley 
heritage, it did raise warning flags.

According to indigenous creation 
lore, many Central Algonquian peo-
ple were ancient migrants from the 
Great Salt Water of Dawnland. Thus, 
the people most associated with un-
derwater-panther imagery had their 
deepest roots on the East Coast and 
may indeed have left such an image 
hidden somewhere in New England 
before migrating west. Still, I could 
find no New England examples of an 
underwater panther, just serpents.

Closer Inspection
In the process of trying to set up 

a field trip with Thomas, Peirce and 
myself at the very least, I fired off a 
cautionary email to Thomas on the 
morning of  June 7  indicating that I 
wanted to eliminate one last potential 
source who could know something 
about the carving. This person is a 
Native American woman who ran a 
hilltown summer camp to which I 
had sent my grammar-school sons. 
Despite long ago hearing through 
the grapevine that she now lives in 
the same neighborhood as the petro-
glyph, I never dug deeper. I was, 
however, quite sure she was not orig-
inally from New England. 

So, I had to rule her out before 
spending another second trying to 
arrange a field trip.

Well – Bingo! – as it turned out, 
the local underwater panther graces 
this very woman’s private, seclud-
ed Connecticut River “beach.” The 
descendant of 19th-century Miami 
chief Little Turtle (Michikinikwa 
in her native tongue), she grew up 
in Chicago and used to visit the Al-
ton, Illinois piasa image adorning 
cliffs overlooking the upper Mis-
sissippi River. 

Her brother, Long Arm, carved 
the image in 1990. He was living 
with her at the time after retiring 
from the US Marine Corps. He 
brought the stone to her property 

from Northfield, carved the panther 
on its face, and buried it upright on 
her small, sandy beach.

She was a gracious hostess to me 
and Thomas during a two-hour, June 
12 visit to her home. We enjoyed a 
warm chat with the property owner 
in her cozy library before walking to 
the beach to see the panther. Close 
inspection of the stone revealed drill 
holes indicative of modern quarry-
ing. Plus, Long Arm carved a dis-
crete, tell-tale Marine anchor on the 
back to mark it as a modern creation.

So goes the tale of Montague’s 
mysterious underwater panther.

Looking back, my ears still ring 
with Gramly’s exasperated tele-
phone scolding that occurred early 
during our many discussions. When, 
for the umpteenth time, I repeated 

an “if it’s real” disclaimer to pref-
ace a question about the petroglyph, 
Gramly would have none of it.

“Why do you keep doubting it’s 
real?” he barked. “Trust me. No 
white man carved that panther.”

Once again, my scholarly friend 
was right on the mark. Indeed, the 
panther did have a Native Ameri-
can creator, despite being executed 
much later than we had hoped. 

Yes, the image was crafted by 
an upper-Midwest Miami warrior 
of aristocratic Great Lakes heritage 
– a man who placed it on his sis-
ter’s private beach in an appropri-
ate location. Whether he was aware 
of the whirlpool and ancient ford is 
irrelevant. It is what it is – just an-
other uncanny example of 
Native intuition.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Long Arm, at right, in an undated photograph. 
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Contributions to NatureCulture are welcome. What are you interested in? 
Would you like to write about birds, weather, science of any kind? We need your 
input. Send articles for consideration to: science@montaguereporter.org. Thank you!

– Lisa McLoughlin, editor
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The Science Page

The Science Page is Powered by the Solar Store of Greenfield.

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN

This book tells many interwo-
ven stories in the life 
of Yong-sook, a Korean 
haenyeo or freediver, 
who holds her breath to 
go underwater without 
SCUBA equipment to 
harvest edible sea life. 
It covers her life from 
the 1930s through the 
present on her isolated 
island of Jeju, which is 
organized into all-fe-
male diving collectives. 

The women dive in all kinds 
of weather with very little protec-
tive equipment. When there’s not 
enough work at home, they trav-
el to Vladivostok and dive there.
They dive pregnant, they dive in 
winter, and they dive well into 
their old age. 

Their diving forms and is formed 
by their culture, their belief in their 
island as the home of goddesses, 
and of themselves as strong femi-
nine entities. Their apprenticeship 
system, and their ability to sup-
port their families financially, sets 
them apart from more traditional 
roles for Korean women. They say 

“The ocean is better than your natal 
mother. The sea is forever.” 

Interwoven themes include the 
political, with the Japa-
nese and American inva-
sions, and familial ties 
within intergenerational 
families and obligations 
to the land. These themes 
lead to the personal: 
how a close friendship is 
changed by political and 
familial influences be-
yond one’s control. 

In the 1960s, scien-
tists came to the island 

to study the remnants of the diving 
collectives, which were being de-
stroyed by political, technological, 
and cultural changes. The scientists 
tell the haenyeo, “You have a greater 
tolerance for hypothermia than any 
other humans on the planet.... you’re 
famous.” The women dismiss this 
with, “Famous to whom?” This in-
sularity and groundedness runs like 
a current throughout the book. 

While at times the story is very 
disturbing due to the violence that 
war and occupation bring to the is-
land, it’s a beautiful book that cel-
ebrates women’s strength and their 
partnership with nature.

Archaeology from the Skies: 
Peru’s Nazca and Palpa Lines

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN

NORTHFIELD – Archaeology 
is no longer an earthbound activity. 
Drones are the latest archaeologi-
cal tools. Equipped with cameras 
and sometimes with other technical 
equipment such as Light Detection 
and Ranging (LiDAR) sensors, 
drones join satellite imagery as a 
method to see landscape-scale and 
smaller archaeological sites that are 
hard to view from the ground due to 
their size or because they are under 
the cover of forest or sand. 

LiDAR is a remote sensing 
technique that uses light pulses 
to measure different distances to 
the ground, thus revealing raised 
or sunken features. Light in the 
near-infrared range can be used 
to map on land, while light in the 
green range goes through water and 
maps underwater features. LiDAR 
maps are very accurate, which, 
in addition to finding sites never 
before seen, can bring new, more 
nuanced insights to even the most 
well-researched places.

The Nazca lines have long in-
spired UFO enthusiasts, but since 
1994 they have been recognized as 
a United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific, and Cultural Organization 
heritage site. They were created 
between 500 BC and 500 AD by 
Indigenous people of what is now 
Peru. All the lines are exceeding-
ly well-constructed geometrically, 
and required advanced surveying 
skills to create. Each line is made 
by removing the top layer of grav-
el, revealing a lighter colored bed-
rock below. 

Comprised of over 10,000 lines 
covering approximately 450 square 
kilometers of land in the Nazca des-
ert of southern Peru and extending 
into the hilly Palpa region to the 
north, more than 300 of these giant 
geoglyphs are visible with drones. 
Some of the depictions of plants, 
animals, and imaginary beings are 
several kilometers long. They are be-
lieved to have ritual and astronomi-
cal meaning, and to have been made 
over a period of about 1,000 years.

There are also straight lines 

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN 

NORTHFIELD – Austra-
lian peacock spiders were photo-
graphed for the first time in 2008 
by Jugen Otto. Otto has a great 
website, Peacockspider.org, from 
which most of the information here 
comes. There are 75 variations of 
these tiny, half-centimeter-long 
spiders, and maybe because of 
their size they aren’t well-known; 
more are being discovered on an 
ongoing basis. 

Peacock spiders have venom, 
but don’t bite humans. These tiny 
spiders hunt their prey of bugs 
rather than build webs. They live 
about a year, being born in the 
summer, and grow in a series of 

molts during which they resemble 
the leaves around them. By fall 
they are adults; females brood eggs 
for a month, after which the young 
disperse and the adults die. 

The females are brown and look 
like normal spiders, but the males 
have colorful abdomens which they 
flaunt in a mating display. Their 
colors appear very bright, almost 
luminescent, by a combination of 
pigment plus structure. They have 
“superblack” spots which are black 
pigment plus microscopic bumps 
that reflect very little light and 
make the colorful spots stand out. 
Red and yellow are produced by 
pigments, but the blue and purple 
colors are made by light reflected 
from hair-like scales. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Lisa See, The Island of  Sea 
	 Women (Simon & Schuster, 2019)

Tiny, Colorful 
Peacock Spiders

Male peacock spider (maratus caeruleus).
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Líneas de Nazca, Nazca, Perú, taken in 2017.

C
R

EA
TI

VE
 C

O
M

M
O

N
S 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

IE
G

O
 D

EL
SO

July-August 2020 Moon Calendar

Full Moon 
Monday, August 3

First Quarter
Tuesday, August 25

Last Quarter
Sunday, July 12

New Moon
Monday, July 20

First Quarter
Monday, July 27

Last Quarter
Tuesday, August 11

New Moon 
Tuesday, August 18

Perseid Meteor Shower
Wednesday, August 12

NASA PHOTO The Aristarchus crater on our moon is very geologically complex.

which may be roads or tracks. Oth-
er theories include the idea that the 
lines are a code to the landscape. For 
example, research by David Johnson 
has shown that spiral shapes indicate 
water close to the surface – very im-
portant in this dry environment. 

Johny Isla is the chief archaeol-
ogist of the Nazca and Palpa lines 
for Peru’s ministry of culture. He 
is responsible for discovering hun-
dreds of geoglyphs using drone 
technology. The glyphs predate the 
previously discovered Nazca lines 
by 1,500 years and are on hillsides 
where they would be visible to peo-
ple in the valley looking up. This is 
different from the larger lines and 
glyphs to the south, which cannot 
be seen in their entirety from any-
where on the ground. 

The research involved taking 
thousands of pictures which, when 
processed, create exceptionally 
clear and detailed images in which 
even individual pebbles can be dis-
cerned. According to Luis Jaime 
Castillo, a Peruvian archaeologist 
quoted in The Guardian, so far this 
photogrammetry has likely only 
documented five percent of what is 
there. This is easy to believe, since 
new glyphs keep being discovered.

At the end of last year, a Jap-
anese team of researchers led by 
anthropologist and archaeologist 
Masato Sakai used a combination of 
hands-on fieldwork, high-resolution 
satellite imagery, and artificial intel-
ligence developed by IBM to piece 
together more new geoglyph finds. 
At sites where they found pottery 
shards they believe to be ritual of-
ferings, the team analyzed ten years’ 
worth of satellite imagery using the 
artificial intelligence program, and 
was able to discern that these sites 
were also the location of geoglyphs 
no one had noticed. 

The meanings of the glyphs and 
lines is not completely known, and 
may never be discovered. Until we 
do somehow make the connections, 
preserving these cultural treasures is 
paramount. 
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director John Bechtold of Mon-
tague, such as “Deus Ex Machina” 
at the Shea in 2018, and an adapta-
tion of Shakespeare’s The Winter’s 
Tale at the former Arts Block, now 
the Hawks & Reed Performing Arts 
Center, in Greenfield in 2016. 

Golden sifted through his options. 
“I’d already heard of people who 
were starting to livestream stuff,” he 
said. “And I just – at first blush, it 
didn’t do much for me. I really want-
ed to find a way to keep perform-
ing live. At some point I flashed on 
drive-in theaters, from our past. It 
occurred to me, cars are like a safe-
ty zone. They’re like an extension of 
your living room. Oh! Couldn’t I do 
a live show for a bunch of people sit-

ting in their cars?”
About a week later, Golden re-

ceived an email from Linda McIn-
erney, Eggtooth Productions’ exec-
utive director, announcing a mini-
grant program designed to encour-
age artists and performers to come 
up with new ways to create during 
the pandemic. 

“That really made me think 
again about the live drive-in theater 
thing,” Golden said, with remnants 
of that first excitement animating his 
voice. “This might just be the push 
I need to move this forward. And 
Linda loved the idea. Linda was the 
one who said, ‘Oh! Top floor of the 
parking garage in Greenfield, that’s 
the place to do it.’”

Golden took a field trip to the 

parking garage and while there, 
“I had this image of a clown com-
ing over a brick wall, carrying a 
suitcase. He’s going on a journey. 
Where is he going?”

The seed of this idea was accom-
panied by two others that drew from 
past performances: an improvisa-
tional piece that would be like a jour-
ney inside of himself, and a shadow 
piece performed behind a screen in 
which all of the “characters” are ac-
tually items of cleaning equipment, 
such as mops and brooms. The en-
tire three-piece performance, called 
“Under the Stars,” would be short, 
Golden figured – about 25 minutes 
– to allow for two shows per night, 
with an audience of about eight cars 
with passengers inside them, and 
possibly a “second row” of people 
sitting atop their cars.

McInerney set up a conference 
call for Golden that included Bech-
told, who fed the fire of Golden’s 
ideas with lines from Dante’s In-
ferno: “In the middle of the jour-
ney of our life I came to myself in 
a dark wood where the straight way 
was lost.”

“Dante’s Inferno is dark,” Gold-
en said, with a chuckle that said he 
knew this was an understatement. 
“It’s a journey that goes downhill 
quickly. That wasn’t the message I 
wanted to do.” 

In addition to addressing the 
fearful time we find ourselves in, 
Golden wanted to focus on an idea 
he found a few lines down: “So bit-
ter is it, that scarcely more is death: 
but to treat of the good that I there 
found, I will relate the other things 

that I discerned.” 
Golden says he created a “mash-

up and an alteration” of several trans-
lations of the opening lines of the 
Inferno in order to shift some focus 
onto “the good that I there found.”

Having a project to work on 
during the pandemic was a life-sav-
er for Golden. “It was so wonderful 
and invigorating and life-affirm-
ing during this crazy, crazy time,” 
Golden said. “I felt like I was al-
most leading a secret life. Moving 
from one safe space to another – 
home, car, studio. I had this proj-
ect and I was blazing new trails for 
myself. I was doing work that was 
really feeding me during this time 
in which all the walls were falling 
down, the world was collapsing. 
Every two days, sometimes within 
a day, you’d hear stuff about the vi-
rus that was totally new. So to have 
this solid base was just such a balm 
for me. It made me feel filled with 

positive energy in this time of un-
certainty. It was really a gift.”

Golden said that they’ve gotten 
the “green light” from the town of 
Greenfield for the performances, 
but there are still a few details to be 
hammered out. He’s got a backup 
location as well, so the show will go 
on regardless. 

Target dates are Thursdays 
through Saturdays, July 23, 24, 
and 25 and July 30, 31, and Au-
gust 1, with shows at 8 and 9 p.m. 
each night. Tickets will be avail-
able through Eggtooth Productions 
at a sliding scale of $15 to $25 per 
person, with possible “second row” 
seats for $5 to $15. 

For more information and up-
dates, check the Eggtooth Pro-
ductions website at eggtooth.org, 
email them at info@eggtooth.org, 
or email Golden at jackinleyden@
gmail.com.

ARTBEAT from page B1

Jack Golden’s new show, “Under the Stars,” grew out of  an 
intensely productive time during the coronavirus pandemic.

LISA LIMONT PHOTO

Wednesdays, July 15 and July 29
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