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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

McDonald Will 
Depart From 
Top Waste Post

BACK TO SCHOOL!

Every morning at 8 a.m., the “Walking School Bus” to Sheffield Elementary departs from Fourth and L streets in 
Turners Falls. School staff  and volunteers escort students and help with street crossings. The state of  Massachusetts only 

reimburses districts for busing students who live more than 1.5 miles from their school, and downtown falls within that radius.
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By ED GREGORY

MONTAGUE CENTER – The 
date of placement of the road direc-
tory at the east end of Main Street 
in Montague Center has an elusive 
focus. I find no definitive date in Ed-
ward Pressey’s History of Montague 
(1910), or other historical writings 
on the Town of Montague or Mon-
tague Center. 

Casual conversation with a few 
“old-timers” from the area offer 
speculative dates, i.e. “late 1700s,” 
“around 1800,” or “sometime 
during the 1800s.” A reasonable 
hypothesis might be circa 1800 to 
1825. New Salem, settled in 1737, 
was the most recently settled town 
listed on the road marker, though 
“South Deerfield” may date to the 
early 19th century.

The road directory was re-let-
tered in 2000 by Mary Melonis, 
archivist and founding member of 
the Montague Historical Society. 
In the time between then and the 
present, the integrity of the original 

Iconic Road Directory Restored

Jason Clark of  Ashfield repainted the historic marker’s lettering on August 16.

see RESTORED page A6

West County Residents Angry Over 
Late Notification of Deadly Acid Spill

The mass death of  fish in the North River caused widespread public alarm.

By MIKE JACKSON

Bob McDonald, hired in 2016 
as superintendent of Montague’s 
wastewater treatment plant, gave 
public notice of his resignation at 
the August 26 selectboard meeting. 
His last day will be September 13. 

“I really enjoyed my time here 
with you folks,” McDonald said. 
He told the Reporter that he was 
leaving for a position in the town of 
Templeton, a significantly shorter 
commute from his home.

“I think you’ve helped to raise 
the department to a higher level than 
we were at,” selectboard chair Rich 
Kuklewicz told him. “I know that 
it’s a very difficult job – you’re at 
the end of the pipe, and sometimes 
it all ends up there.”

McDonald said he would be 
available to help the town with 
its EPA filings until a successor is 
hired.

“It’s advantageous to us that we 
have a veteran staff,” town adminis-
trator Steve Ellis said, reporting on 
the prospect of a transition without 
a superintendent. 

Kuklewicz said the town may 
need to bring in an outside contrac-
tor on an interim basis until the po-
sition is filled.

McDonald’s tenure has coincid-
ed with a time of turmoil for the 
department, as regulatory agen-
cies ordered a halt to the so-called 
“Montague Process,” a staff modifi-
cation of the plant’s intended design 
that had allowed the town to bring 
in revenue by processing significant 
volumes of sludge from other juris-
dictions; the loss of PaperLogic, one 
of the sewer system’s last remaining 
industrial customers; and dramatic 
hikes in sewer fees, determined to 
be necessary to balance the books.

This summer, the town hired 

see MONTAGUE page A8

By SARAH ROBERTSON

COLRAIN – Tens of thousands 
of fish are estimated to have died 
in the North River over the holiday 
weekend after a chemical storage 
tank apparently failed at the Barn-
hardt Manufacturing Company, re-
leasing gallons of sulfuric acid into 
the river. 

According to the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP), Barnhardt employees 
discovered a tank of sulphuric acid 
leaking at their facility around 6 
a.m. Sunday morning. They worked 
immediately to stop the leak, then 
reported the incident to MassDEP 
around 8 a.m., according to Mass-
DEP deputy regional director Cath-
erine Skiba. 

“They believed it was all in con-
tainment. It wasn’t until later in the 
day that they noticed there was a 
release,” Skiba said. “They didn’t 
know there was fish kill until the en-
vironmental police were notified.”

Neither the MassDEP nor lo-
cal Colrain authorities made any 
attempt to notify the public of the 
spill on Sunday. 

“I think people are outraged there 
wasn’t public notice given about 
safety concerns,” said Eric Hal-
loran, vice president of Deerfield 
River Watershed Trout Unlimited. 
“I think those concerns are valid, 

because people do swim in the river 
every day, and let their kids play in 
the river.”

Halloran lives along the river 
in Shelburne, and noticed dozens 
– and then hundreds – of dead fish 
washed up in the rocks and eddies 
on Sunday afternoon. After taking 
photos, he reported the fish kill 

see ACID page A7

By JEFF SINGLETON

FRANKLIN COUNTY – “It is 
truly sad for this [Turners Falls foot-
ball] era to end like this,” Turners 
Falls High School athletic director 
Adam Graves wrote in an email to 
school officials on August 22. “As 
someone who attended games as 
a little kid with my grandfather, to 
playing on this field with some of 
our present coaches, to coaching on 
the sidelines, and now as AD, this 
has been a very difficult and emo-
tional decision.”

As most Turners Falls High 
School sports fans are by now aware, 
the school’s football program has 
been canceled, at least for this year, 
due to low player turnout. Instead, 
Turners students wishing to play 
the sport could be traveling to Mo-
hawk Trail Regional High School 
in Buckland, another program with 
a long and proud tradition but with 
declining participation. 

The combination of the two un-
der Mohawk’s name and schedule, 
which is called an “emergency co-
op” arrangement, must still be ap-
proved by the board of the Massa-
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation (MIAA). Their decision is 
expected on Friday.

Even if the co-op plan is ap-
proved, there will at most be one 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Enrollment Loss, 
Family Decisions 
Cause Collapse of 
County’s Historic 
Football Programs

see FOOTBALL page A4

GILL SELECTBOARD

Ward Questions 
Montague’s 
Tax Deal With 
Hydro Company
By MIKE JACKSON

“Why couldn’t they hold out for 
the whole assessment?” Gill select-
board chair John Ward asked on 
Tuesday, responding to news that 
the neighboring town of Montague 
had reached a settlement with First-
Light Power over a disputed tax bill. 
“Any less is a bad precedent.”

Like Montague, Gill has been en-
gaged in a “two-pronged approach” 
to resolving the question of the hy-
dro company’s disputed property 
tax assessments: a formal process 
before the state appellate tax board, 
and the direct negotiation of a pos-
sible compromise.

Ward’s comments came after 
the Gill selectboard held a breezy, 
27-minute meeting Tuesday eve-
ning, in which they briefly discussed 
Montague’s announcement of a 
settlement, as well as FirstLight’s 
ongoing application to relicense 
its Northfield Mountain and Turn-
ers Falls hydroelectric operations 
with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC). 

see GILL page A5
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By JEFF SINGLETON

WENDELL – A state Superior 
Court judge has rejected a request 
from the Wendell State Forest Alli-
ance for a temporary stay in logging 
at a portion of the forest while the 
group seeks to halt the project as a 
violation of state law. The lawsuit 
was directed at the state Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR), which is directing the 
“forest management” project on 88 
acres of the 7,566-acre forest. 

The alliance has argued that the 
logging violates a number of state 
laws, including a 1958 law prohib-
iting commercial activities on park 
lands, except for the “quiet enjoy-
ment of the people,” and the Global 
Warming Standards Act (GWSA), 
which requires the state to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

The lawsuit also argued that 
DCR violated the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA), 
which requires state agencies to 
evaluate the environmental impact 
of proposed projects; failed to give 
the public adequate input into the 
project during the planning process; 
and violated public records law in 
ignoring requests for evaluations of 
the project’s carbon impact.

Judge Rejects 
Stay of State 
Forest Logging

see FOREST page A6
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Letters to the Editors

The Ring of  Eyes
It turns out that when science 

fiction writers and filmmakers used 
to portray the coming dystopia of 
total surveillance, they usually got 
one thing wrong. They tended to 
imagine the suffocating system that 
would strip away our precious hu-
man freedom amd privacy would 
be built out by a single central pow-
er, seeking to extend its knowledge 
into all corners of our lives.

But even the classic totalitarian 
states of the 20th century, with their 
party members and secret police and 
purges of dissidents, did nothing to 
prepare us for the purest technology 
of control: the $200 doorbell.

Crime in America is at a historic 
low, but anxiety about it is riding 
as high as ever, and fear is a great 
money-maker. Last year, the logis-
tics monopoly Amazon acquired a 
company called Ring, which spe-
cializes in home-security devic-
es networked to what some have 
called the Internet of Things. 

Millions of front doors in this 
country are newly equipped with 
these automatic cameras, facing 
the street. Owners can use them to 
review, via their phones, who has 
dropped a package on their porch. 
Ring is not the only company to 
provide such a product, but it has 
also made two important advances.

The first is the Neighbors app, 
a social-media network by which 
owners can share the video streams 
with each other, compare notes, 
and catalog suspicion about all the 
things the cameras can see. 

It’s a special kind of massively 
distributed neighborhood watch 
group, and while that may sound 
innocuous to some, anyone who 
has spent much time reading po-
lice logs in the newspaper should 
be able to imagine the downside to 
encouraging the most suspicious 
minds to peer at an endless stream 
of strangers together.

The second is Ring’s partner-
ship with local law enforcement 
agencies – 405 and counting. No  
departments in our area have 
signed up, but the idea is spread-
ing very rapidly, with almost no 
public discussion of its implica-
tions or potential for abuse. 

Ring supplies police depart-
ments with packaged talking 
points about their use of the 
for-profit technology, and advis-
es them how to request, through 
its “law enforcement portals,” 
users’ surveillance video with-
out a warrant. Though your own 
doorbell’s footage expires auto-
matically within 60 days, if you 
agree to share it with local police, 
it survives indefinitely, and can be 

passed around among agencies.
Consider, then, what this mas-

sive cloud-based video archive 
could be used for, given that we 
have also recently crossed into the 
age of swift and accurate facial 
recognition software.

Americans squirm with distaste 
when we see reporting on Beijing, 
dense with closed-circuit cameras 
that help police track the identities 
of everyone who moves through 
the urban space.

And yet many of us are buying 
Ring cameras from Amazon, the 
same company that owns a cloud-
based facial recognition system 
called Rekognition. Amazon’s 
press releases brag that this soft-
ware can now accurately identify 
subjects’ genders, as well as their 
emotional states, ranging from 
confusion to happiness to fear.

Amazon is marketing Rek-
ognition, too, to local police de-
partments, requiring them to sign 
non-disclosure agreements about 
participation in pilot programs. Last 
year the company even pitched it to 
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, suggesting it could be helpful 
in immigration enforcement.

Our world is changing more rap-
idly than anyone can really compre-
hend. It would be just as much an 
error to get stuck down the endless-
ly deep rabbit-hole of paranoia as to 
brush away these concerns; the pro-
liferation of technologies of control 
doesn’t mean that the control they 
could enable has taken hold.

For now, what seems most im-
portant about this burgeoning sur-
veillance cloud is that it is largely 
manifesting through the actions of 
individual consumers, investing 
in their personal security against 
looming unknown threats. 

(Or even just against the or-
dinary and well-known threat of 
package thieves – but even that 
reflects a growing dependence on 
online shopping for home delivery, 
another form of withdrawal into in-
dividual comfort at the expense of 
community well-being.)

Should “citizens,” with “noth-
ing to hide,” be concerned about 
the prospect of computer networks 
tracking them as they walk down 
the street, automatically gauging 
their fear? We will leave that to 
the reader to decide. There are cer-
tainly other things to worry about, 
including the physical and mental 
effects of too much worrying.

But as we watch these clouds 
move across the radar screen, each 
of us should try to imagine that one 
day we, too, could be the stranger 
in the neighborhood.
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Forest Alliance Has Simple Goal
I was reminded of Daniel Pat-

rick Moynihan’s famous quote 
“Everyone is entitled to his own 
opinion, but not to his own facts” 
after reading Michael Idoine’s let-
ter in last week’s Montague Re-
porter. I’m pleased we agree on the 
dire health impacts on our climate, 
but it is important to know the facts 
on the Climate Crisis when talking 
about forests. 

Most every week these days 
a new study or paper on climate 
science comes out confirming that 
intact forests are best left alone to 
capture CO2 emissions from our 
overburdened atmosphere. The 
Wendell State Forest Alliance 
(WSFA) has been sharing these 
studies on their Facebook page 

and in their literature. The fact is 
“blocking all of the logging in 
Wendell State Forest” (excepting 
hazard trees) will help “mitigate 
unlivable climate degradation.”

And yes, we all use paper and 
wood products (hopefully of the 
recycled kind) and do other things 
affecting our climate, which is all 
the more reason to do everything 
we can to conserve and protect the 
environment. I know WSFA isn’t 
suggesting we stop using wood for 
heat or building our homes. They 
are simply asking we preserve and 
protect some 11% or so of public 
lands in the Commonwealth for 
carbon capture, rather than be sub-
jected to destructive logging for 
private profit. 

Finally, no one is “demeaning 
and denigrating” logging contrac-
tors, to my knowledge. In fact, 
WSFA’s Code of Conduct states 
“Our attitude will be one of open-
ness and respect toward all we en-
counter in our actions.” This also 
applies to DCR employees who 
WSFA members have been inter-
acting with during the logging. 

The leadership of DCR, to the 
contrary, have been repeatedly dis-
respectful to the Alliance through 
their lack of communication and 
refusal to meet with some of the 
citizens of the Commonwealth 
who love, and actually own, our 
public lands.

Don Ogden
North Leverett

Glen Ayers’ letter to the editor 
in the last issue demonstrated an 
unnecessary disrespect toward our 
community newspaper. I’ve cho-
sen not to defend my own opinions 
from similar treatment, and I’ve 
chosen not to be outspoken of late. 
That said, I do choose to defend the 
Reporter, which I have supported 
for many years.

Glen calls the newspaper an-
ti-environmental, when I know 
from reading years of coverage that 
this is not the case. 

The MR has covered pro-envi-
ronmental issues such as land pro-
tection, Fiske Pond and Mormon 
Hollow in Wendell as examples, so-
lar development impacts on the en-
vironment, the issues surrounding 
the CT River, water quality issues in 
Leverett, Fukushima, Vermont Yan-
kee, the Solar Rollers, and many, 
many others. 

That the paper’s views do not 
perfectly coincide with his own 

does not mean the Reporter is anti- 
environmental. The juxtaposition 
of his letter with a half-page Guest 
Editorial by a WSFA member on 
the turn of a page demonstrated just 
how unfounded his accusation was.

Glen has accused this paper of 
thoughtlessness. I find the MR to 
be highly thoughtful. It also often 
breaks important stories that other 
newspapers miss. The MR is also 
generous with editorial space and, 
as I recall, has devoted lots of print 
to the Wendell State Forest Alli-
ance, including Glen’s railing letter. 

I understand that the logging is-
sue means a great deal to Glen and 
others, but I felt he went too far in 
this case and that his sentiments 
were really misplaced. 

The MR needs our support. 
Very few journalistic outlets are as 
generous in giving voice to their 
readers, and if the important pillar 
of journalism falls due to the culti-
vation of mistrust at the national, 

regional, or local level, we are all 
in trouble. 

The same, by the way, holds true 
for cultivation of mistrust in science 
and our agencies tasked with land 
conservation. 

We have enough mistrust culti-
vated at the national level, which is 
in fact a major impediment toward 
addressing climate change. 

As such, it also does no one 
any good for Glen to characterize 
those with whom he does not see 
eye-to-eye, such as DCR forest-
ers, as “climate deniers,” which he 
has done publicly. Such rhetoric 
cheapens his arguments, creates 
mistrust between important stake-
holders (DCR and WSFA included, 
among many others), and keeps us 
further from a long term solution 
to addressing climate change at the 
state level.

Ray DiDonato 
Wendell

The Cultivation of  Mistrust

Municipal clerk Betsy Sicard and administrative coordinator Bryan Smith smile amidst piles of  administrative 
paperwork at the Erving Town Hall offices. The building is notable for being particularly hard hit by the 1970s 

board-and-batten takeover, but there are plans to liberate the former schoolhouse’s brick facade in the future.
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Compiled by CHRIS PELLERIN

Public Service Announcement: 
Beginning Monday, September 16, 
2019 the Turners Falls Water De-
partment will begin shutting off 
water to properties with water usage 
bills more than 90 days overdue. 
Bills were mailed on May 1, and 
were due June 1. 

Payments can be made at the 
Water Department Office, 226 
Millers Falls Road, between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
A drop box is located to the left of 
the front door for payments after 
hours. Any questions, please call 
Suzanne at (413) 863-4542.

 
The Kidleidoscope program 

continues each Friday at the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A 
in Turners Falls from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. The program includes a story, 
interactive games, and a craft to in-
troduce young children to wildlife 
along the river. Meet in the Great 
Hall. For ages three to six, accom-
panied by an adult. Siblings and 
friends welcome. 

The theme for Friday, September 
6 is Butterflies.

 
Many people now want to “age 

in place” in their homes, but may 
need support as physical and cogni-
tive challenges present themselves. 
Learn about a growing national com-
munity movement, the Village to 
Village network (www.vtv.org), on 
Saturday, September 7 from 10:30 
a.m. to noon at Greenfield Savings 
Bank, 282 Avenue A, Turners Falls. 

Village Neighbors is a new non-
profit organization to help seniors in 
Leverett, New Salem, Shutesbury 
and Wendell stay in their homes as 
long as possible. This was the first 
Village in Franklin County to open 
for services, recently joined by 
Northfield Neighbors at Home and 
other local communities also de-
signing their own Villages. 

Come hear about what a VTV 
Village is, how Village Neighbors 
organized, and what challenges and 
rewards they have experienced in 
their first months. Light refresh-
ments provided courtesy of Green-
field Savings Bank.

 
On Saturday, September 7 from 

11 a.m. until 12 p.m., celebrate the 
beginning of fall and a new school 
year with a children’s cruise on 
board the Heritage Riverboat. 
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 Learn how to protect yourself 
from Medicare fraud at 3 p.m. 
on Thursday, September 12. This 
workshop is free and open to all at 
the Leverett Public Library, located 
at 75 Montague Road, Leverett. 

Learn how to prevent, detect and 
report health care errors, fraud and 
abuse. Tools will be provided to 
become a more informed and en-
gaged health care consumer includ-
ing information about new Medicare 
cards. Meet a representative of the 
Massachusetts Senior Medicare Pa-
trol Program. 

For more information and to re-
serve your seat, please contact Fay 
Zipkowitz, member of the Leverett 
Council on Aging, at (413) 548-1022 
or email the_czarina@fastmail.fm.

 
On Thursday, September 12 from 

7 to 8:30 p.m., naturalist John Root 
will speak about Edible Perennial 
Gardening and Landscaping. In 
this presentation in the Great Hall 
of the Great Falls Discovery Center, 
find out how to establish and main-
tain a variety of perennials for har-
vesting fruits, nuts, and vegetables. 

Participants learn how to estab-
lish and care for these plants using 
organic methods of cultivation. 
Nutritional and medicinal benefits 
of the plants are discussed as well. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center.

 
What is “functional medicine,” 

and how can it help you? This very 
big question is the topic of a talk at 
6 p.m. next Thursday, September 12 
at Green Fields Market, 144 Main 
Street in Greenfield. 

Rosie Fanale, APRN, RNCS, a 
psychiatric nurse practitioner, psy-
chotherapist, music therapist and 
functional medicine practitioner who 
has her office in Shelburne Falls, 
will discuss the functional medicine 
approach, which may have reversed 
early Alzheimers, MS, lupus, and 
other neurodegenerative and autoim-
mune disease, as well as certain men-
tal illness diagnoses. She will share 
case studies of how changing diet 
and lifestyle, correcting nutrient and 
hormone deficiencies and environ-
mental toxins has reversed disease 
processes in individuals who were 
formerly told there was no hope. 

The talk is free, and open to the 
public.

Looking ahead…

The Hopkinton-based theater 
group, the “Enter Stage Left The-
ater” along with the “Point ‘n Swing 
Big Band” are coming to Athol. 
Together, they will be recreating a 
“USO Show” called Sing! Sing! 
Sing! at the Athol High School Audi-
torium, 2363 Main St, Athol on Sun-
day, September 15 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Hosted by Bob Hope, played by 
Mark Laumeister, this show fea-
tures 30 songs, 20 vocalists, 10 
dancers, and is accompanied by the 
“Les Brown Orchestra.” This vaude-
ville-style show includes musical 
numbers, dance routines and comedy 
sketches. You’ll enjoy performances 
by Gene Kelly, Al Jolson, Judy Gar-
land, Jimmy Durante, the Andrews 
Sisters and many other stars! 

This show is sponsored by the 
Athol Veterans Park Development 
Corporation, a non-profit organiza-
tion, along with support from Athol 
Savings Bank. Proceeds from this 
year’s show will go to the AVPDC, 
and will be used for activities that 
recognize and pay tribute to veterans. 

General admission tickets are 
$15 and are now on sale at the 

Travel beneath the French King 
Bridge, towering 140 feet above the 
boat. Cruise alongside rocky cliffs, 
over the “Deep Hole,” and enjoy an 
outing on the beautiful Connecticut 
River. The fee is $8 per person and 
reservations are required by booking 
online at www.bookeo.com/north-
field or by calling (800) 859-2960.

 
“Time to Act” is the theme of a 

picnic sponsored by the Democrat-
ic Committees of Leverett, Pelham, 
New Salem, Shutesbury, Sunder-
land, and Wendell. The annual Fall 
event will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 8 at the Shutesbury Athletic 
Club, 282 Wendell Road, Shutes-
bury from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Congressman Jim McGovern, 
state senator Jo Comerford, and state 
representative Natalie Blais are invit-
ed guests. Additionally, Tadea Mar-
tin-Gonzalez, representing Pioneer 
Valley Students for Gun Control, 
will speak. Representatives from 
area action organizations including 
Climate Action Now, Medicare For 
All, We the People Massachusetts, 
Abortion Rights Fund of Western 
MA., Western MA Young Demo-
crats, and Voter Registration will be 
on hand to provide information on 
ways to be active and involved. 

All are welcome. Music by the 
Helen Winter Trio, food, and drink 
will be provided. For more infor-
mation, contact Barbara Tiner at 
BJTiner@icloud.com.

 
The 5th Annual Senior Health 

and Safety Expo will be held at 
the Schuetzen Verein, 55 Barton 
Cove Road in Gill, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Tuesday, September 10. 
For questions call Deputy Ray Zu-
kowski, (413) 774-4726. Sponsored 
by the Franklin County Sheriff’s 
TRIAD program, Charlene Manor, 
and the Northwestern District Attor-
ney’s Office.

 
Gill-Montague school students 

can go to the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
between 1 and 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day, September 11 for a self–guided 
game day! 

Meet at the Welcome Desk to 
grab an outdoor bike path B-I-N-
G-O sheet or an indoor scavenger 
hunt for animals in the watershed. 
Test your conservation habit form-
ing powers with a memory game 
and more! For ages six and up, ac-
companied by an adult.

following locations: Brooks Mac-
Mannis Florist and Greenhouse in 
Athol, Trail Head in Orange, the 
Athol Council on Aging and the Er-
ving Senior Center. For questions or 
further information, contact Cindy 
Hartwell at (978) 828-7665 or email 
atholmusical@gmail.com.

 
Learn more about supporting our 

threatened pollinators at two talks 
presented by Greening Greenfield’s 
Planting for Pollinators campaign. 

On Wednesday, September 18, 
Steve Jackson, plant coordinator 
at Nasami Farm, will present a talk 
entitled “Fall Planting of Native 
Trees and Shrubs.” On Wednes-
day, October 2, master gardener 
Larri Cochran will speak about 
“Fall Gardening for Pollinators, 
Helping Bees & Butterflies Sur-
vive Winter.” 

Both events are free and will 
be held at the First Congregational 
Church, 43 Silver Street, Greenfield 
at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served.

 
Enjoy a walk back in time along 

the popular canalside bike path in 
Turners Falls on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19 from 5 to 7 p.m. Join local 
historian Ed Gregory, Northfield 
Mountain’s Kim Noyes, and Mas-
sachusetts DCR’s Janel Nockleby 
to discover the rich and colorful 
industrial history along this scenic 
paved path. 

Historical maps and photographs 
will help bring the sights and sounds 
of our industrial heritage alive. Wear 
comfortable walking shoes and meet 
at the entrance of the Great Falls Dis-
covery Center (2 Avenue A, Turners 
Falls). Total walking distance is 
no more than two miles on flat ter-
rain. Wheelchair accessible. Please 
pre-register for this free event by 
calling (800) 859-2960.

 
ReVamp will be an upcycled 

fashion show as part of FAB Fash-
ion Passion 2019 the weekend of 
September 21 and 22 in Turners 
Falls. The organizers are search-
ing for pieces made from recycled 
clothing or other materials. Contact 
Rachel Teumim at rteumim@gmail.
com for more information.

 
Montague resident Betty Te-

gel invites everyone to come to an 
Emergency Preparedness Train-
ing class, sponsored by the MA Of-
fice on Disabilities, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday, September 25 at 
the Turners Falls Fire Department. 
This course is offered in response 
to damage from extreme weather 
events, and the need to provide sup-
port for our elders. 

The event is free. Please register 
by September 7 at the fire depart-
ment (use the non-emergency line). 
A free emergency kit will be given 
to all participants.

Registration is now open for the 
23rd annual Connecticut River Con-
servancy’s (CRC) Source to Sea 
Cleanup. CRC invites volunteers 
to continue the tradition of getting 
dirty for cleaner rivers on Friday 
and Saturday, September 27 and 28. 

There are three ways for volun-
teers to get involved in the Source to 
Sea Cleanup this year: report a trash 
site in need of cleaning, find a clean-
up group near you to join, or organize 
and register your own local group. 
For more information or to register, 
visit www.ctriver.org/cleanup. 

 
Send your local briefs to

editor@montaguereporter.org.

FIRST-TIME STUDENTS: BUY ONE YOGA CLASS, GET ONE FREE
WWW.LOCALYOGAJOINT.COM    1-888-YOGA-420

42 CANAL ROAD, TURNERS FALLS
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20 State Street,  
Bucklandside

Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com    
closed Mondays and Fridays

Spiral Up Work Out
ESSENTRICS® Classes with Melinda Baughman

Dynamically stretch and 
strengthen your 650 skeletal muscles, 

rebalancing your whole body

Sunday Mornings this Fall
$12 per class / $50 for five classes
At the Brick House, Turners Falls

Schedule and information: spiralupworkout.com
Contact: mdbaughm@gmail.com
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BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of September 9 

in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

RENAISSANCE BUILDERS
AND

BARBARA EDSON-GREENWALD
MUST BE

NEXT TO EACH OTHER

Open 12 to 5 p.m.
Thursdays through Saturdays

By ROB SKELTON

What might have been a pro 
forma hire of an experienced 
neighboring road boss, George 
Emery of Sunderland, turned 
contentious Tuesday evening as 
members of the hiring commit-
tee pressured the selectboard to 
choose instead a less-experienced 
Leverett lifer.

After interviewing both candi-
dates, selectboard members Julie 
Shively and Tom Hankinson, minus 
their absent chair Peter d’Errico, 
balked on the decision, putting it 
off until Friday morning, 8:30 a.m.

Hiring committee members 
Isaiah Robison, Jenny Roberts, 
and Will Stratford stressed the im-
portance of an in-town road boss, 
citing precedence – even though 
candidate Emery’s address is Rip-
ley Road in Montague, close by the 
Leverett line.

“I don’t think it matters if they 
live in town. I want to hire a pro-
fessional,” said Hankinson.

“We certainly can’t hire based 
on where people live,” said Shively.

“You run the risk of having a 
lack of heart,” if an outsider gets 
the job, said Robison – excepting 
the current fire and police chiefs, 
he added.

The two chiefs were also on the 
committee, but neither expressed 
a preference publicly. Police chief 
Scott Minckler said they hoped 
to find the right person to make  
things better.

“I think we brought two good 
candidates, and we’ll leave it in 
your hands to make a decision,” 
he said.

“I have never seen these roads 
look so bad,” said former road 
crew member Roberts.

Robison faulted Emery for 
leaving the meeting after his inter-
view, and said that Emery doesn’t 
know how to run a road grader, 
as Sunderland has “one mile” of 
gravel road.

Evidently, the hiring commit-
tee thought it had a better candi-
date in Matt Boucher, who works 
for Wagner Wood in Amherst and 
once worked on the Leverett road 
crew under Stratford. Had Em-
ery not applied with his ten years 
running a streets department, the 
job certainly would have gone to 
Boucher.

Previous Leverett road boss 
David Finn was reportedly brit-
tle about criticism, did not suc-
cessfully interface with other 
departments, did not jump in on 

the work, and made the colossal 
mistake of grading without blow-
ing the leaves off the road. The 
interview questions reflected these 
structural shortcomings, to ensure 
their mitigation.

Initially Hankinson said he 
favored the more experienced 
Emery, but after hearing opposi-
tion from the committee and be-
ing drawn into a side discussion 
around the four-day versus five-
day workweek, he said, “We have 
two good candidates.”

“I’m torn,” said Shively. 
“We’re not waiting for Peter. It’s 
up to us, Tom.”

“Difficult circumstances with 
individuals requires political fi-
nesse as well as getting the job 
done,” said Hankinson.

“Finesse doesn’t matter when 
you speak the truth,” piped up 
Robison.

Boucher cited his years dealing 
with the public and angry custom-
ers, his construction and treework 
chops, and his leadership capacity, 
and asked the board a number of 
leading questions.

By staying at the meeting and 
trumpeting his candidacy, backed 
by supporters on the committee, 
Boucher may or may not have 
made the necessary sway. Friday 
will tell.

 
Other Business

Part-time Leverett police offi-
cer Jill Bancroft was okayed by 
the selectboard for a full-time 
position, pending a physical ex-
amination, a psychiatric evalua-
tion, and completion of the police 
academy.

An illegal wi-fi download at the 
town hall on August 20 at 5 p.m. 
has prompted a selectboard direc-
tive to slow the signal, since three 
violations will cancel the service.

Resident and fin com member 
Steve Nagy asked when the town 
will contact water engineers Wil-
cox & Barton to schedule a date 
to do a test of the Goodale well, 
which is contaminated by a plume 
emanating from the former land-
fill. Answer: next week.

A shipping container placed on 
property at 1 Dudleyville Road, 
considered an eyesore by neigh-
bors, has drawn the attention of the 
con com, since it violates wetland 
setback standards.

The elementary school has re-
quested a change of date for the 
annual harvest festival, to be held 
October 5, or later if the change 
is okayed.

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Decision Postponed In 
Leverett Highway Hire

FOOTBALL  from page A1

game played on Bourdeau Field in 
Turners Falls this season, and the 
annual Thanksgiving “Turkey Day” 
rivalry with Greenfield will be 
put on hold. Mohawk plays home 
games and practices at the high 
school campus in Buckland. Its an-
nual Turkey Day rivalry with Fron-
tier Regional, located in Sunder-
land, actually takes place the night 
before Thanksgiving.

The decision to cancel the sea-
son could also affect athletes and 
football fans from the four towns 
in the Pioneer Valley Regional 
School District. Pioneer, which has 
seen its own program collapse over 
the past few years, began a two-
year co-op arrangement with Turn-
ers Falls last year. 

A number of students had signed 
up to play this year, according to 
Pioneer’s athletic director Gina 
Johnson. Johnson said the athletic 
directors in MIAA have approved 
the Mohawk-Turners co-op pro-
posal, under the condition that Pi-
oneer is also included. But getting 
Pioneer students to travel to Mo-
hawk for daily practice and games, 
even if transportation is provided, 
could take some convincing, ac-
cording to Johnson. 

According to school officials 
at Turners, Pioneer, and Mohawk, 
the collapse of the historic football 
programs in their districts has been 
caused in large measure by steadily 
declining enrollment. The programs 
have also been affected by enroll-
ment losses under the state’s school 
choice program, and the increasing 
viability of sports teams at the re-
gional technical school, Franklin 
County Tech.

“Our school population numbers 
are decreasing and many students 
are choosing to attend other local 
schools,” wrote Graves in his public 
letter. “There are close to 30 foot-
ball players from Turners Falls who 
will suit up for other local teams.” 

Michael Sullivan, the superinten-
dent of the Gill-Montague Regional 
District, has calculated that “district 
enrollment,” which subtracts school 
choice and charter school losses, at 
Turners Falls High School declined 
by nearly 50%, from 392 to 206 stu-
dents, between 2007 and 2019. 

During most of this period, Turn-
ers Falls football rosters hovered be-

tween 20 and 25, according to data 
reported on the MassLive website. 
These numbers certainly allowed 
the school to field a team, but left 
the program vulnerable to a large 
graduating class and a small cohort 
of players entering the high school.

Both Pioneer and Mohawk show 
similar trends, although their ros-
ters seem to have varied significant-
ly more from year to year. (Several 
athletic directors and coaches ques-
tioned the MassLive data, which 
is dependent on coaches annually 
submitting forms to the website.) 
The site’s roster data suggests that 
all three regional districts that are 
now proposing a co-op arrangement 
have abruptly experienced a virtual 
collapse of their football programs 
in the past two years.

Not all of the decline, howev-
er, may be attributable to total en-
rollment loss at the schools. High 
school football participation has 
been declining nationwide, year 
by year, over the past decade. This 
phenomenon has been attributed to 
everything from increased aware-
ness of the long-term risks associ-
ated with concussion to the rise of 
smartphones.

But the experience at Franklin 
County Technical School, which 
draws students from over 19 towns, 
presents a sharp contrast. Tech’s to-
tal enrollment has declined by less 
than 10% over the past decade, and 
the school, which covers grades 9 
through 12, enrolls over 450 stu-
dents. MassLive shows football ros-
ters at the school ranging from 40 to 
50 players over the past decade. 

Time will tell if 2018 will have 
been the last year of the Turners 
Falls football program, and wheth-
er the proposed co-op arrangement 
between Mohawk, Turners, and Pi-
oneer will prove viable. 

In his public letter, Graves held 
out the possibility that the pro-
gram could be revived. “Hopefully 
through retaining our students and 
encouraging others to play, Turners 
Falls will be able to have a varsity 
team in 2020,” he wrote. 

“Football means a LOT to this 
community, and losing the team 
is devastating to many involved 
including our marching band and 
cheerleaders, as well as the 
community as a whole.”

FRANKLIN COUNTY – The 
Franklin County Solid Waste Dis-
trict is holding its annual house-
hold hazardous waste collection 
on Saturday, September 21 at the 
GCC Main Campus and the Orange 
Transfer Station.

Residents and businesses must 
pre-register by September 16. 
Online registration forms may 
be completed at: www.franklin-
countywastedistrict.org/hazwaste-
day.html. Paper registration forms 
have been provided to participating 
town offices and transfer stations. 
Participants will be assigned an 
appointment time to bring wastes 
to the collection; the appointment 
time will be provided by mail after 
registration is processed.

This collection is for the res-
idents and businesses of the fol-
lowing towns: Athol, Barre, Ber-
nardston, Buckland, Charlemont, 
Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, Erv-
ing, Gill, Hawley, Heath, Leverett, 

Montague, New Salem, Northfield, 
Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, 
Rowe, Royalston, Shelburne, Sun-
derland, Warwick, Wendell, and 
Whately. 

This collection event is free for 
all residents, except those of Barre 
and Sunderland, who must pay to 
participate. Space is limited. For 
business registration and pricing 
information, call (413) 772-2438.

Greenfield and Leyden residents 
are not eligible, and should call 
(413) 772-1528 for info on disposal. 

This collection provides an op-
portunity to dispose of hazardous 
items that should not be put in the 
trash, such as leftover oil-based 
paints, stains, thinners, household 
cleaners, pesticides, herbicides, 
pool chemicals, motor oil, anti-
freeze, automobile batteries, and 
other household chemicals. 

For a complete list of acceptable 
items, see www.franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org/hazwasteday.html. 

Hazardous Waste 
Collection Event

Mercury-containing products 
such as wall-mounted thermostats, 
mercury thermometers, fluorescent 
light tubes, and compact fluores-
cent bulbs (CFLs) should never 
be disposed of in the trash. At the 
2019 Franklin County Hazardous 
Waste Collection Event, the only 
acceptable mercury-containing 
items will be thermostats, ther-
mometers and similar items; fluo-
rescent bulbs will not be accepted 
at this collection. 

CFLs and other fluorescent bulbs 
are accepted at Franklin County 
municipal transfer stations (han-
dle carefully, hand to attendant), 
Lowe’s Stores (accepts all types 

of fluorescents), and Home Depot 
(CFLs only). 

Additionally, mercury-contain-
ing items and bulbs are accepted 
year-round from district residents 
at the regional hazardous waste 
collection sites in Bernardston, Col-
rain, and Conway. 

For more information, contact 
the District office at (413) 772-
2438; email info@franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org; or visit www.
franklincountywastedistrict.org. 

MA Relay for the hearing im-
paired: 711 or 1-800-439-2370 
(TTY/TDD). The District is an equal 
opportunity provider.
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NOTES FROM THE GILL-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Positive Messaging Seen As Crucial 
For Middle/High School Turnaround

“The five-year [relicensing] 
process was supposed to be ‘13 
to ‘18,” selectboard member Greg 
Snedeker commented. 

Town administrator Ray Pur-
ington told the board the town was 
still searching for qualified legal 
counsel in the matter of FirstLight’s 
transfer of its Northfield and Turn-
ers licenses to two different subsid-
iaries. FERC approved the trans-
fers, but also granted Gill the right 
to officially appeal the decision.

Ward criticized the Montague 
Reporter for a headline in our Au-
gust 22 edition describing Mon-
tague’s settlement, which released a 
significant amount of money tied up 
in the assessor’s overlay fund, as a 
“windfall.”

“I didn’t like it being called a 
‘windfall’ if Montague had to ‘set-
tle’ in its settlement,” Ward said. 
“If FirstLight gets Montague to 
settle, is there an expectation that 
Gill will settle?”

Snedeker said he was interested 
to learn more details of Montague’s 
decision. “I’d imagine there was a 
lot of money tied up in overlay,” 
he said.

Purington pointed out that the 
value of FirstLight’s assets in Mon-
tague is “almost a 10 to 1 compari-
son,” compared with those in Gill.

The company has formally chal-
lenged its Montague valuations for 
FY’14 through FY’19, and its Gill 
valuations for FY’14 through FY’18.

Enter the Dragon 
The meeting began with a visit 

from Kyle Dragon, the new animal 
control officer Gill will share with 
the towns of Northfield, Heath, 
Colrain, Shelburne, Buckland, and 
Monroe. The board congratulated 
Dragon on beating out 74 other 
candidates for the position, which 
was created by the Franklin Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

“My hope is to make animal 
control more professional,” Dragon 
said, handing the board members 
business cards. He said he planned 
to coordinate with the participating 
towns to streamline their bylaws 
pertaining to animal control.

“It makes it easier for the cus-
tomers, and also makes it easier for 
the enforcer,” board member Randy 
Crochier reasoned. 

Dragon said he thought the pro-
gram might grow to include more 
towns, following in the path of the 
regional dog shelter.

Six-Town Study
Gill is seeking to appoint three 

members – including one of its 
existing representatives to the 
Gill-Montague school commit-
tee – to a regional school district 
planning committee, which would 
study the feasibility of replacing 
the Gill-Montague and Pioneer 
Valley districts with a new, six-
town district. 

Both districts have been strug-
gling to maintain programs in the 

face of declining enrollment, and 
this year consultants estimated the 
towns could save money by con-
solidating a single shared middle 
school and a single high school. The 
regional planning board would study 
the feasibility of this, and related 
proposals, in more detail, and make 
a recommendation to the six towns.

Gill residents interested in vol-
unteering are encouraged to send 
resumes and letters of interest to 
Purington by September 19. 

“You’d make a good representa-
tive,” Crochier told Snedeker, jok-
ing that if too few volunteers step 
forward, he might be “volun-told” 
to take the post.

“If there’s other people in town, 
it’s always good to get other people 
involved,” Snedeker said.

Other Business
The town has received six appli-

cations for the open highway super-
intendent position, and finalists will 
be interviewed next week.

Crochier, also a member of the 
board of health, warned residents 
that eastern equine encephalitis 
(EEE) has been discovered in the 
county, and that they should watch 
out for standing water where bugs 
can breed.

A hazardous waste collection 
day will be held September 21; the 
registration deadline is the 16th. 
The next bulky waste col-
lection day is scheduled for 
October 19.

GILL  from page A1

By MIKE JACKSON

MONTAGUE – In our last 
issue, we reported on a settle-
ment reached between the town 
of Montague and FirstLight Pow-
er over disputed tax valuations 
of the hydroelectric company’s 
assets in town (August 22, Major 
FirstLight Tax Settlement Frees 
Up Cash For Montague, page A1). 
Details of the agreement were not 
yet public, as the documents had 
not been signed by all parties. 

Montague’s director of assess-
ing Karen Tonelli was out this 
week, but town administrator 
Steve Ellis was available to an-
swer questions about the town’s 
decision to reach a deal with the 
power company. As it turned out, 
as of Wednesday the documents 
had still not been signed and re-
turned, so the final figures weren’t 
public, but Ellis spoke on record in 
general terms about the settlement.

The dispute concerned three 
pieces of FirstLight’s holdings in 
town: the Cabot Station and Turn-
ers Falls No. 1 hydro plants, and 
the overarching category of “per-
sonal property,” such as machinery. 
Beginning in FY’14, the company 
challenged Montague’s valuation 
of its assets every year before the 
state appellate tax board (ATB). 

“There’s a limited number of 
experts in the valuation of utility 
[property],” Ellis said, stressing that 
the town believed its valuations to 
be fair. “We’re compelled to select 
the lowest qualified bidder.” 

Another of FirstLight’s local 
assets, the Turners Falls dam, is 
taxed in both Gill and Montague, 
and so the two towns pitch in to 
get it assessed. 

The outside experts assessed 
the three line items in question at 
a total of $114,183,603 for FY’14, 
‘15, and ‘16, and then re-assessed 
it at $135,238,718 for FY’17, ‘18, 
and ‘19. During the six years un-
der appeal, the commercial tax 
rate in Montague fluctuated be-
tween $24.85 and $26.30.

Added up, the tax revenue af-
fected by the dispute amounted to 
$19.2 million. As the appeals pro-

cess wore on without resolution, 
the town has been forced to set 
aside a significant amount of mon-
ey in case of an adverse ruling.

“They are the largest taxpayer 
in the town of Montague,” Ellis 
explained. “We’re excited by the 
prospect of resolving years of un-
certainty.” The town received a 
favorable ruling before the ATB 
for the first of the six years, but 
the company appealed it. “They 
would literally get a new bite of 
the apple every succeeding year,” 
he said. “Uncertainty isn’t good 
for municipal government.”

According to Ellis, FirstLight 
has now indicated it would with-
draw its objection to the FY’14 
through ‘16, and the parties arrived 
at a “settled figure” for FY’17 
through ‘19. The next revaluation 
will come in FY’22.

“I believe this agreement is 
really good for Montague,” he 
said. “It reduces, dramatically, the 
uncertainty associated with any 
negative finding that might have 
come out of an ATB process.” Any 
amount the state might eventual-
ly rule Montague overtaxed the 
company, he added, would need 
to be repaid with an 8% annual fee 
tacked on – every $100,000 differ-
ence back in 2014 would mean a 
$158,687 loss in 2020. 

“The old game isn’t working for 
anyone,” Ellis argued, “and there’s 
an understanding that increased 
engagement, discussion, and co-
operation in the valuation – and in 
the conversation that happens after 
valuation is established – may lead 
to a smoother process.”

Responding to concerns raised 
in Gill about whether Montague’s 
decision could adversely affect 
that town’s position at the bargain-
ing table, Ellis said he didn’t see 
why that would be the case.

The deal, he said, “reflects a stra-
tegic decision by a community, and 
by the utility that they were in dis-
cussion with, to come to terms that 
were considered mutually favor-
able and agreeable. It could present 
to Gill the outline of a framework 
for a deal.... The overall financials 
do not harm our cash flow.”

The Logic Of  
Compromise

By MIKE JACKSON

The last Gill-Montague school 
committee meeting of the summer 
started on a pessimistic note, fo-
cusing on low enrollment at Turn-
ers Falls High School, but over the 
next two hours, the tone gradually 
grew more optimistic.

Turners Falls resident John 
Putala, a parent of two recent grad-
uates, used the public comment 
period to share the idea that the 
declining enrollment was the fault 
of the school committee.

“When it’s out in the public that 
this board is insinuating that the 
student body, and community as a 
whole, are either racist or bullies, 
why would people want to keep 
their kids here?” he asked. “We 
have a mass of kids leaving the dis-
trict, and they’re not going to better 
schools, in my opinion.” 

Putala said that though he him-
self had favored changing the Indi-
ans mascot, he felt the committee 
had “ostracized both sides” of the  
issue. “Did you see how Mohawk 
did it? They pulled the bandaid off, 
and that was it,” he said. “I think 
that battle really hurt both sides of 
the community.”

Erving representative There-
sa Kolodziej was next. “Any time 
anything appears in the paper, it is 
an advertisement for the school,” 
she said, reading a passage from the 
Greenfield Recorder about the loss 
of the high school football program.

Kolodziej, who said she had 
opened the 17th Subway franchise 
in the state, compared the school 
district to a business. “The prime 
thing you have to do to stay in busi-
ness is have customers,” she said.

“As a representative of the 

taxpayers of Erving, I think that 
the [Erving] school committee...
should see what percentage of 
[our] kids are choicing out, and 
whether the decision to stay in 
Turners makes sense.”

“Football enrollment is down dra-
matically everywhere,” Montague 
member Heather Katsoulis pointed 
out. “I have to think the brain injury 
stuff is making an impact.”

“We don’t choose what goes in 
the paper,” said Cassie Damkoeh- 
ler, also of Montague. “Sadly, 
sometimes it’s the negativity that 
sells.... We have no control what 
goes into the Greenfield Recorder 
or the Montague Reporter.” 

Superintendent Michael Sulli-
van reported that an alumnus and 
parent had created a Facebook 
group, “Positively Gill Montague 
Regional School District,” to help 
share positive news and perspec-
tives about the schools. As of press 
time, it had 350 members.

Committee members praised the 
state of the school buildings, pre-
pared for the first day of classes.

Sullivan also discussed the pro-
posal to bus football players to 
Buckland to form a “co-op” team 
with Mohawk Regional. He referred 
to “red tape” complicating the ques-
tion of hiring a bus driver, but said a 
“workaround” had been devised.

Damkoehler commented that 
the district had a relatively large 8th 
grade class, and if they can be re-
tained for 9th grade it might be pos-
sible to revive the football program.

Business manager Joanne Blier 
reported on ongoing capital projects, 
and shared an operating statement. 

She also discussed transporta-
tion. The state reimburses the dis-
trict for any student bused from out-

side of a 1.5-mile radius, or a half 
mile for kindergarten. Downtown 
Turners Falls is within 1.5 miles 
of Sheffield Elementary, but when 
the central office researched busing 
kids from within a closer radius on 
the district’s dime, it discovered it 
would have to add two buses, at a 
cost of up to $140,000 per year. 

The committee unanimous-
ly approved job descriptions and 
salaries for top administrators, 
and unanimously appointed Jane 
Oakes as Gill-Montague’s voting 
representative at this fall’s Mas-
sachusetts Association of School 
Committees conference.

The principals of each school 
presented to the committee on 
their official improvement plans, 
and Sullivan ran through the bullet 
points of the overall district im-
provement plan, which included a 
focus on building relationships.

Elementary school princi-
pals Conor Driscoll (Gill), Sarah 
Burstein (Hillcrest), and Melissa 
Pitrat (Sheffield) had collaborat-
ed on their school improvement 
plans, and presented sitting togeth-
er at the front table. “We thought 
you might fall asleep if you heard 
it three times over,” Burstein told 
the committee.

The last half hour of the meet-
ing featured newly hired secondary 
school principal Joanne Menard, 
who has hit the ground running 
with a dizzying list of new initia-
tives and reforms.

Menard said that the incoming 
deans of students would be assigned 
to entire classes and follow them 
through their school career, with 
Rebel McKinley taking this year’s 
7th, 9th, and 11th graders, and Mike 
Duprey taking the even classes. 

The administration will be “cal-
ibrating” responses to behavioral 
infractions in order to better ensure 
consistency, and on the first day of 
school students will hear from the 
administration about behavioral 
expectations. She said there would 
be “routine and proactive use” of 
circle processes, so that they are 
not just used in the wake of harm, 
and that better professional devel-
opment around restorative practic-
es would be offered to staff.

There will be “community-build-
ing events to promote school spir-
it,” as well as a new “school and 
culture club” to plan them. Grant 
money designated for the Pow-
ertown in the 21st Century study 
is still available to build toward 
competency-based curriculum, and 
Menard said she would be asking 
the regional principals’ group she is 
involved in for their advice on how 
to revamp the system of support for 
struggling students.

Menard also said she planned to 
publish biweekly newsletters, that 
the public would regularly be invit-

ed in to see student work, and that 
discussions were underway with the 
Montague Reporter to train students 
as reporters and have them report 
school news to the broader public.

Menard said students she has 
been meeting with have “incredible 
ideas.” “The more we say yes, the 
more excited they get.... We are lit-
erally rolling out the red carpet for 
them on the first day of school.” 

At the next school committee 
meeting on September 10, the com-
mittee will discuss the Gill and Mon-
tague representatives to the planning 
board that will study the feasibility 
of forming a new six-town school 
district with Leyden, Bernardston, 
Northfield, and Warwick. 

On September 17, officials and 
curious residents of all six towns 
are expected to attend the “civic 
leaders” discussion of the topic at 
the Gill-Montague senior center, 
and volunteers in Gill and Mon-
tague have until September 19 to 
ask to be appointed to the town 
committees that will merge to form 
the planning board.
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Two of the Wendell selectboard’s 
summer meetings were attended 
by only two board members each 
and were short, but the August 21 
had a full agenda, and a full com-
plement of members. The meeting 
started with the board of assessors –  
Anna Seeger, Luke Doody, and 
chair Chris Wings – who were in-
vited to discuss short-term rentals, 
such as Airbnb. The board of health 
had asked for this discussion, and 
its chair, Barbara Craddock, also 
joined the discussion after it began.

Seeger, a builder, began with 
questions about the town-owned 
building at 97 Wendell Depot Road. 
She has expressed interest in ren-
ovating the house as a rental, and 
has visited the site and tried to lo-
cate the septic system. She found 
a pipe going back from the house, 
but did not find what it led to. The 
house was built close to 1800, so its 
electricity and plumbing, including 
the septic system, were added long 
afterwards, but still before Title 5. 

Selectboard member Christine 
Heard said she could not recall any 
work on the property’s septic sys-
tem in her 40 years as a neighbor. 
Before 1970, septic systems were 
often simply a tank in the ground. 
She said she would be shocked if 
the system in place could be up-
graded, but suggested questioning 
Dave Wilder, who installed septic 
systems in years past, and might re-
member what is there. 

The board of health has no re-
cord of a septic design.

A community solar project has 
also been proposed for the 12-acre 
property. It was designed around 
wetlands, but that made its edge 
too close to a legal house lot and 
setbacks for a legal subdivision. 
National Grid is currently leasing 
three acres and a right-of-way to 
build a mobile substation, which 
will allow it to upgrade its Wendell 
Depot substation without interrupt-
ing electricity transmission. The 
upgrade is planned to allow con-
nection of solar farms, potential-
ly including the community solar 
farm at 97 Wendell Depot Road.

With these questions seeming to 
be circular, board members shift-
ed discussion to Airbnb and other 
short-term rentals, which devel-
oped and grew without regulation 
from the state. An Airbnb, with no 
tax and no required inspections, has 
had a financial advantage over a tra-
ditional bed and breakfast.

Since July 1, the state requires 
every Airbnb establishment to regis-
ter and pay a 6% tax. On top of that, 
each host town, with a town meet-
ing vote, can establish a local tax of 
up to 6% and a community impact 
fee of up to 3%, which would be 
collected by the state and returned 
to the town. 35% of the community 
impact fee must be spent on afford-
able housing and infrastructure. 

The Airbnb must carry $1 mil-
lion in liability insurance; Airbnb 
provides the insurance for facilities 
registered with them. Facilities that 
are rented fewer than 14 days a year 
are exempt from state tax.

It is unlikely that every short-
term rental facility has registered 
with the state, or is operating with 
the intention of doing so. Heard said 
that some do not advertise, and get 
customers through word of mouth. 

For some potential renters a lack of 
electricity, or running water, might 
be seen as virtues, like camping but 
with a sound roof. Such units would 
not pass state rental laws.

Wings said the town stood to 
make some money. Selectboard 
member Laurie DiDonato said she 
thought it would be a good idea to 
find out what other neighboring 
towns are doing, and avoid putting 
Wendell owners at a disadvantage. 

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich 
said she might find advice through 
the Small Town Administrators of 
Massachusetts (STAM), or a list-
serv of administrators.

Ancient Curtain
The early town curtain, old 

enough to list three-digit telephone 
numbers for its sponsors, is rolled 
up and wrapped in Tyvek, hanging 
high at the back of the town hall 
stage. Town facilities engineer Jim 
Slavas, a member of the group in-
terested in the curtain, told the se-
lectboard that a consultant has said 
it is beyond reasonable restoration. 
What was thought to be mold is ac-
tually tar stain that resulted from a 
leaking roof. 

Kathy Becker proposed a re-
spectful disposal, but Slavas said 
the Smithsonian may have some 
interest, and have the money for a 
full restoration. The most econom-
ical way to save something of the 
curtain is to take a high-resolution 
photograph of it and enhance that. 

Slavas suggested getting an es-
timate for actual restoration. “If it 
costs $3,000, that’s one thing,” he 
said. “If it costs $35,000, that’s an-
other.” 

Selectboard chair Dan Keller 
said he saw no problem with getting 
an estimate.

Native Pollen
During the spring and sum-

mer, Wendell’s pollinator-friend-
ly group suggested leaving part 
of the north common mowed less 
frequently, to encourage the native 
wildflowers pollinators use and de-
pend on. The most recent mowing 
of town properties left about 1/3 
of the common alone, and mem-
bers of the pollinator group already 
found what seemed to be a small 
gentian, and a dwarf fern that were 
able to grow with the grass allowed 
to grow just six inches.

Others in town, however, prefer 
that the common keep its mowed ap-
pearance. Harry Williston had sched-
uled time at this meeting, but did not 
come because of inclement weather. 

Keller suggested that the town-
owned field in front of Fiske Pond 
could act as well as the common, 
being pollinator-friendly. 

DiDonato, who talks with the 
pollinator group, said that the idea 
is to develop a pollinator corridor, 
and that Fiske Pond is more isolated 
from other places with wildflowers. 

Since that meeting, the northern 
third of the common was mowed.

Head Count
Town clerk Gretchen Smith for-

warded the board a proposal from 
the western Massachusetts census 
office suggesting that trusted com-
munity members are more likely to 
get cooperation on the census than 
out-of-town strangers. 

Heard said she knew of people 
who, not trusting the federal govern-

The lawsuit was initially brought before the court 
on August 21, when Judge Michael Callan gave both 
of the parties several days to file additional briefs. His 
three-page ruling was issued on August 30. 

Callan did not focus on the substantive issues raised 
by the Alliance, but rather on the procedural question of 
when plaintiffs would be entitled to a stay. 

For example, the judge stressed that “it is well 
known” that a preliminary injunction can only be is-
sued when plaintiffs have a “reasonable likelihood of 
success” in the broader lawsuit, and if they can show 
they will suffer “harm” if the injunction is not granted. 

“The plaintiffs have not met these conjunctive ele-
ments,” Callan declared.

The judge’s ruling, like his comments at the initial 
August 21 hearing, expressed some irritation at the 
timing of the lawsuit. “This matter had its genesis in 
2016,” he wrote. “The plaintiffs have unduly delayed 
in bringing this case such that there is an entity under 
contract with the Commonwealth performing selective 
tree cutting in Wendell State Forest.” 

The judge also stated that a forest-cutting plan on the 
scale of the Wendell project was not subject to environ-
mental impact review under the “thresholds” of MEPA.

A more detailed critique of the substance of the Alli-
ance’s complaints was presented in a memo to the judge 
from the state attorney general’s (AG) office, which 
represented DCR. The memo, for example, denied that 
DCR’s failure to evaluate the carbon impact of the plan 
was a violation of the GWSA. The AG argued that the 
Department of Environmental Protection is the only 
state agency designated to establish “emission limits” 
for state projects under that law, and that it has estab-
lished no guidelines for forest-cutting projects.

The AG memo thus also rejected the Alliance’s 
complaint that DCR was withholding public records 
of its evaluation of the carbon impact of the project, 
because the agency was not required to undertake 
such an evaluation. 

“DCR cannot produce documents that do not ex-
ist,” the memo noted.

After the court ruling, the Alliance issued a press 
release suggesting that Judge Callan had “failed to ad-
dress either of the plaintiffs’ main arguments in this 
case.” Therefore, the plaintiffs “will continue their law-
suit for injunctive relief over the next two years.” 

One of the lead plaintiffs, Gia Neswald, who with 
Glen Ayers presented the complaint to the judge on 
August 21, told the Reporter that the Alliance was 
looking for a “lead attorney” to coordinate future 
court challenges.

Neswald also noted that the Alliance will be build-
ing support for legislation to restrict logging in all state 
forests. A bill introduced by representative Susanna 
Whipps of Athol, H. 897, would potentially eliminate 
the state forest category of “woodlands” under which 
DCR implements forest-management logging opera-
tions. A hearing on the bill before the Joint Committee 
on Environment, Natural Resources, and Agriculture 
will take place at 1 p.m. on September 24 at the state 
house in Boston. 

Meanwhile, the DCR forest-management program, 
or “industrial logging” as the Alliance calls it, contin-
ues at Wendell State Forest. Neswald estimates that 
the project is two-thirds completed, with perhaps two 
weeks to go. 

According to Judge Callan, “The plaintiffs allege 
no more than generalized subjective concerns regard-
ing the future use of a small portion of the forest. The 
entire forest, including the small area at issue, is and 
will remain open for use to the public for this and fu-
ture generations.”

According to the Alliance press release: “The is-
sues this case raises are applicable to the more than 
12,000 acres of public lands that DCR has targeted 
for commercial timber extraction since 2016, and 
furthermore, to all of the more than 450,000 
acres of DCR-managed land that are entirely 
unprotected today.”

ment in any capacity, are unwilling 
to cooperate with the census taker. 
She allowed that having someone 
meet the selectboard could be use-
ful in the effort to get an accurate 
count of citizens.

Staffing Concerns
Town accountant Brian Morton 

has been out sick for the summer, 
and Wendell has continued to pay 
FRCOG for his services. Bills are 
not getting paid, and are accruing 
interest.

Helen Williams, the town’s as-
sistant assessor, sent the selectboard 
a letter that announced her intention 
to retire by the end of 2019. She will 
be hard to replace.

Keller said that the police suc-
cession committee had changed 
its focus from just the chief to the 
entire department, and was close to 
issuing a request for proposals for a 
consultant. They will write and dis-

tribute a questionnaire for residents 
to get a better idea of what people 
want and need. 

At the July 24 meeting the select-
board got a letter from town counsel 
Kopelman and Paige informing the 
town that the fee for legal consult-
ing was increasing by $10 an hour. 
Keller proposed considering chang-
ing lawyers, and Heard suggested 
writing a letter back expressing 
Wendell’s concerns. 

Town coordinator Nancy wrote 
that letter, and board members re-
viewed and sent it on August 7. 

That night’s agenda had an item 
about the property at 131 Locke 
Village Road, but that discussion 
was postponed, because town coun-
sel had not yet given an answer to 
building inspector Phil Delorey’s 
questions about that property.

Burning Items
Citizen Michael Joyce wrote a 

letter to the selectboard that out-
lined the expense and waste in-
volved in shipping Wendell’s trash 
elsewhere to be landfilled or incin-
erated. He proposed a micro-incin-
erator at the WRATS.

Aldrich said that the Baker ad-
ministration awarded Wendell and 
Shutesbury up to $985,000 in com-
munity development block grant, to 
be administered by the FRCOG.

She said that the Pan Am Rail-
road gave the fire department a 
check for $4,872.65 in reimburse-
ment for work it performed after a 
train derailment.

Treasurer Carolyn Manley told 
board members that she has five 
or six properties ready for auction, 
and thought spring would be a good 
time. The fire department is using 
the house at 120 Wendell Depot 
Road for training, and has a plan to 
burn the structure, which has been 
condemned for years.

RESTORED  from page A1
construction has been compro-
mised via Mother Nature’s season-
al activity, and a thriving ant colo-
ny beneath it. 

During April of 2019 the Mon-
tague Historical Society and Mon-
tague Historical Commission de-
cided to jointly fund the project to 
renovate and restore the historical at-
tributes of the marker in its entirety.

The re-building and overall 
painting of the marker was under-
taken by Paul Interlande of Turners 
Falls, and the addition of the listed 
towns was artfully accomplished by 
Jason Clark of Ashfield.

The Montague Center road di-
rectory now stands for another stint 
in time serving its purpose while 
enhancing the aesthetic appeal and 
historical qualities of the village 
where it resides. If you have any 
clues as to how old it is, please get 
in touch.

Ed Gregory is a member of both 
the Montague Historical 
Commission and Society.
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Local historians are curious about the marker’s age.

FOREST  from page A1
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event to the state environmental police sometime 
after 1 p.m.

Around 2:30 p.m., the environmental police notified 
MassDEP of the die-off. MassDEP officials immediate-
ly began sampling water downstream, and determined 
the pH levels posed “no threat to the public” by that 
time, according to Skiba.

“Had there been a threat, public notice would have 
been issued,” Skiba said. 

Skiba said MassDEP is still investigating the inci-
dent, and will be conducting follow-up investigations 
of the Barnhardt facilities. 

“Although we do not have an exact volume of acid 
that was released at this time, we do know that this was 
not a complete failure of the tank, but rather a leak in 
a seam,” she said. “Once they discovered the acid had 
sprayed outside of the tank containment area, contain-
ment of the impacted soils and cleanup was conducted.”

MassWildlife also responded to the scene on Sun-
day and collected samples of the dead fish for testing, 
according to Skiba. Colrain police and fire departments 
were called to the factory the morning of the spill.

“We were told that whatever was leaking was con-
tained,” Colrain fire chief Nicholas Anzuoni said. “We 
really don’t have the whole story yet, they’re still in-
vestigating.”

Chief Anzuoni said the accident now poses “no im-
mediate danger to the public,” but added on Monday: 
“If I had the choice, I would wait to go into the river for 
a day or two.”

Public Concern
News of the die-off spread widely over social me-

dia on Monday before any public announcement or ac-
knowledgement had been made of the spill. 

Colrain resident Kellie Smith posted images on 
Facebook of dead fish by her home, shared by over 700 
people. Smith said her 12-year-old son also found a 
dead duck upriver from their house, about a mile and a 
half downstream from the Barnhardt factory. 

More dead fish were observed on Sunday at the 
confluence of the North and Deerfield rivers, a popular 
swimming spot known as Sunburn Beach.

“Regardless of the hazard, the public should be 
made aware and this is especially important during the 
summer when river recreation is at its highest,” said 
Greenfield resident Jeremy Richard. “That most people 
found out from a post of what a mother found when she 
arrived at the river with her kids is also inexcusable.”

Richard said he felt local news coverage minimized 
the damage caused by the acid spill by reporting that 
live fish were seen swimming in the river. 

Halloran said he saw fish gasping near the surface 
of the water alongside the dead. He identified dead 
trout, dace, common shiners, and crayfish, and said 
the North River is also home to a protected species in 
Massachusetts, the longnose sucker.

“They’re struggling, they’re not acting normal,” 

continued Halloran, a fly-fishing instructor with years 
of experience studying the river’s fish. “I’m sure the 
juveniles in this section of the river were wiped out.”

“I was talking to a guy right near my house who was 
fishing that very morning,” Halloran said. “He should 
know – he was standing in the water.”

He said he was also worried what effect the toxins 
could have on the birds of prey now eating the dead fish: 
“We have eagles and osprey and herons, otters even.” 

“MassWildlife estimates that tens of thousands of 
fish died due to the spill, most of which were longnose 
dace and blacknose dace,” Katie Gronendyke, press 
secretary at the state Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, wrote on Wednesday.

Sulfuric acid is listed on the MassDEP’s “High Haz-
ard” chemicals list. In high enough concentration, the 
acid lowers the pH level of fresh water enough to burn 
the gills of fish and kill them.

According to tests taken by MassDEP, no wells 
should be affected by the acid spill, but the department 
has offered to test residential wells as a precaution, and 
is talking to the Shelburne Falls and Griswoldville wa-
ter districts, which manage wells near the river.

Past Releases
Founded by Thomas M. Barnhardt in 1899, Barn-

hardt Manufacturing makes an array of cotton products 
for the global medical and pharmaceutical industries. 
The family-owned company claims the title “The First 
Family of American Cotton.”

In 2007 it bought the former Fiberweb cotton bleach-
ery in Colrain, according to the company website, mak-
ing it one of eight similar facilities it owns across the 
United States. Today, fabric is mostly treated with hy-
drogen peroxide, rather than chlorine bleach.

The factory also has a treatment plant on site to pro-
cess chemical waste before releasing water into the 
North River. In September 1999, a similar fish die-off 
occurred after a truck released hundreds of gallons of 
sulfuric acid into the river near the Fiberweb plant. 
That company paid a settlement of $28,125 for the in-
cident in 2003.

According to data analyzed by the New York Times 
2009 series “Toxic Waters,” the factory had 22 waste-
water effluent violations between 2004 and 2008 – a 
period that includes ownership by Fiberweb and Barn-
hardt – and was out of compliance with at least one vi-
olation for every quarterly report. 

Halloran said his organization, Deerfield River Wa-
tershed Trout Unlimited, “want[s] to work with these 
companies to help them protect the rivers better… Help 
them to figure out a better way to contain their opera-
tion, or be respectful of the life that’s in the river, and 
work together, that’s our goal.”

“[Barnhardt] should have to try to figure out a way to 
clean it up, to maybe put money towards stocking fish, 
or give money towards conservation,” he suggested.

Barnhardt did not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment by press time.

Here’s the way it was Septem-
ber 3, 2009: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter’s archive.

Gill Rec Committee 
On the Hot Seat

The Gill Recreation Commit-
tee took center stage at the select-
board meeting on Monday, as the 
board discussed ways to bail the 
committee out of about $1,200 
of debt in their revolving ac-
count, and to plan ways to ensure 
smoother financial accounting of 
rec activities in the future.

Weeks earlier, the board had 
proposed dissolving the recre-
ation committee because of their 
tangled financial accounts, which 
saw the balance in their revolving 
fund careen from $7,500 in the 
black to $1,200 in the red in the 
course of one fiscal year, while no 
clear accounting could be provid-
ed for expenditures from the com-
mittee’s $3,000 expense account, 
provided by the town.

An article to dissolve the recre-
ation committee and turn over its 
responsibilities to the selectboard 
is on the warrant for Gill’s upcom-
ing special town meeting. Should 

that article fail, another article lat-
er in the agenda calls for providing 
$3,000 to fund the committee this 
year, on the condition that each 
program the committee sponsors 
going forward be accompanied 
by an itemized budget and reve-
nue source, and be followed by a 
financial report to the selectboard 
within 30 days of completion.

Barton Cove Declared
Unsafe for Swimming

Rusty Fish of Gill called on 
Monday to tell us not to swim in 
Barton Cove. High levels of E. 
coli bacteria have been detected 
by periodic monitoring conducted 
by the Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments.

Kimberly McPhee, the FR-
COG’s natural resources program 
manager followed up with a letter 
stating, “To date, the monitoring 
results indicate that E. coli bacte-
ria is being washed into the river 
when it rains, making the water 
unsuitable for swimming for up to 
48 hours afer the rain ends. Mon-
itoring data for the Barton Cove 
site indicate that the water has 
been consistently unsuitable for 

swimming this season, even when 
it hasn’t been raining, and can be 
unsuitable for boating and fishing 
during and up to 48-72 hours after 
a rain event.”

Montague Dedicates 
New Police Station

Hundreds turned out for the 
dedication and open house at 
Montague’s new state of the art 
police station on Saturday morn-
ing. A steady drizzle did not dis-
courage the crowds, which filled 
the emptied bays of the adjoining 
Turners Falls fire station to listen 
to remarks from politicians and 
building committee members. 

As of Monday, the police de-
partment has completed its suc-
cessful transition to the spacious, 
airy, geothermally heated and 
cooled space in the new 12,000 
square foot facility on Turnpike 
Road, ten times the size of their 
former quarters. 

The new building provides the 
police a central location from which 
to reach each village of Montague 
easily, and Chief Zukowski has 
promised no change to the police 
presence in downtown Turners.

LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

FACES & PLACES

From left, firefighter Will Borcy, lieutenant Mitchell Waldron, and 
engineer Greg Parody install a driveway number sign on Main Road in 

Gill. The Gill Fire Department has started a community project to install 
reflective numbered signs for every driveway in town, with the goal of  

getting every driveway marked before the first snow, at no cost to residents. 
Funding is provided by the Gill Firemen’s Association and a donation 

from the Northfield Mount Hermon School. Greenfield Farmers 
Cooperative Exchange assisted with the metal posts.

Members of  the Ghost Light Theater company volunteered to refresh 
the gardens around Leverett Town Hall, mulching and planting extensively 

in exchange for the use of  the hall for rehearsal space last month. 

Maggie Sadoway shared this photo of  her grandkids Leith and Astrid, 
who set up a stand in the Patch in Turners Falls to sell potholders and 

origami Leith made, along with chocolate chip cookies they baked together, 
with a little help from their mom. Leith, who enters second grade this week, 
explained: “I don’t like that Trump is separating immigrant children from 
their parents, so I’m raising money to send to the lawyers who are helping 

the kids.” All proceeds from the stand went to RAICES. Leith has made 
well over 500 origami creations and shows no signs of  slowing down, and 

Maggie reports that the cookies and lemonade were delicious.
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Annabel Levine brought our paper up to Montreal in early August, and 
took this photo in the Japanese Garden at the Montreal Botanical Garden.

Going somewhere? Take us with you! Send photos to editor@montaguereporter.org.

an outside company to bring in pow-
erful sludge-dewatering equipment 
to help deal with a buildup of sol-
ids at the plant. “We hit our goal –  
we’re down to 10,000 pounds,” Mc-
Donald reported to the board. “Our 
secondary [clarifier] has less than 
three feet of blanket in it.”

Additional Details
“The life of a municipality is 

long and complicated,” Ellis began, 
before launching into a discussion 
of another form of buildup. 

In 2016, Montague created a new 
permanent police role – lieutenant – 
to address a request from then-chief 
Chip Dodge for a second department 
leadership position outside the pa-
trolmen’s union. Compensation for 
the position was designed as a hybrid 
of police and town administrators 
covered by the National Association 
of Government Employees (NAGE). 
The resulting package lacks certain 
benefits enjoyed by Montague’s 
rank-and-file police.

“If we were to lose our lieu-
tenant,” Ellis said, the town would 
prefer to replace him from within 
the department, but “if your ben-
efits decline upon your ascension, 
and you essentially lose the op-
portunity for the kind of overtime 
that uniformed officers typically 
make,” the pool of internal candi-
dates might be smaller.

Kuklewicz said he favored dis-
cussing the matter with the town’s 
lawyers and drafting a contract for 
the position, adding that lieutenant 
Chris Bonnett “has got some legit-
imate questions that we should sit 

down and look at.”
“That’s fair,” selectboard mem-

ber Chris Boutwell agreed.
“We’ve allowed the chief to 

work some [traffic] details, if mem-
bers of the sergeants or patrolmen 
are not available to do that,” Kuk-
lewicz suggested. “I’m not sure 
why we wouldn’t allow a similar 
revision for a lieutenant… That’s an 
important piece, believe it or not, of 
where the police make some extra 
overtime pay.”

Extraregionalization
Montague, Gill, Leyden, Ber-

nardston, Northfield, and Warwick 
have all approved the formation of 
regional school district planning 
committees to join together in look-
ing at the idea of a six-town school 
district. The Gill-Montague and Pi-
oneer Valley regions have both been 
struggling to stop a vicious cycle of 
declining enrollment and reduction 
in programming. 

“I don’t think there’s at this point 
any indication that there’s a ‘further 
regionalization or bust!’ mentality 
behind this,” said Ellis.

Montague’s moderator, Chris 
Collins, will now appoint three mem-
bers – including one of Montague’s 
six reps on the Gill-Montague school 
committee – to the planning commit-
tee. Volunteers are asked to apply by 
Thursday, September 19. 

“This is a committee that could 
have years of work ahead of it,” El-
lis said, “[or] people may meet and 
determine that this is a non-starter 
for some reason.”

“It’s the first year that any-
body can remember, for instance, 

MONTAGUE  from pg A1

that we’ve not been able to field a 
football team,” Kuklewicz reflect-
ed. “And there’s many reasons for 
that – enrollment is certainly one of 
them, and a change in the thought 
process around some of the orga-
nized sports, in the communities. 
But it’s too bad that we don’t have 
enough students…. [The district] 
continue[s] to make incremental-
ly small, hopefully, changes, but 
changes nonetheless that have nega-
tive impact on the kids, eventually.”

“I don’t know the answer, but 
this certainly is a step toward trying 
to solve what’s becoming a larger 
problem throughout the county,” 

Kuklewicz added.

Other Business
Adam Kleeberg was appointed 

as a laborer at the wastewater treat-
ment plant, at a starting wage of 
$17.12 per hour. 

The selectboard approved a 
$25,000 contract with Allied Test-
ing for running tests on materials, 
such as concrete, being used to con-
struct the town’s new public works 
facility, and a $16,250 agreement 
with Tighe & Bond for required 
environmental monitoring at the 
town’s closed landfill.

The plan to lease the burn dump 

to Kearsarge Energy as a site for a 
solar array is in limbo along with 
the Solar Massachusetts Renewable 
Target (SMART) program. Ellis 
said he hoped SMART or a similar 
incentive program at the state or 
federal level would restart, calling 
the land deal “a potential benefit of 
approximately $2 million in capital 
expense avoidance for the commu-
nity,” as the state requires Mon-
tague to cap the dump whether or 
not solar panels are built.

The Turners Falls power canal 
will be drawn down for its 
annual maintenance during 
the week of October 7.
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Above: Vegetation at the Barton Cove campground in Gill.
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By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD – Old friend 
Billy Wardwell and his cheerful, 
trademark smile, full gray beard 
extending to his chest, stopped by 
on a bright summer morning carry-
ing a large, earthtone, rectangular 
item from his car. On his way to 
18 holes of vintage golf, he was 
clad in proper attire, right down to 
the bowtie and knickers that old, 
wood-shafted golfers wore.

What he lugged under his 
arm went back three generations 
deeper, to the first quarter of the  
19th century.

Having picked up this bound 
volume of Greenfield Gazettes –  
dating back to the late Federal pe-
riod, June 1, 1823 through June 
1, 1825, plus one from 1817 – at 
South Deerfield bookbinder John 
Nove’s shop, he thought I may have 
an interest. He was right. I did. It’s 
still here, resting face-up on a leath-
er ottoman in the study, containing 
many little tidbits of interesting in-
formation that speak to the days of 
aspiring young Greenfield.

Anyone who’s read old news-
papers knows that the local-news 
product is spotty at best, even poor 
notwithstanding staples like obitu-
aries, legal notices and an occasion-
al special-interest story. The latter 
are sparse. Most of the “news” is 
regurgitated from city newspapers 
dropped off at local taverns by mail 
stages and post riders.

Then, of course, there are the 
merchant’s advertisements, which 
give you a feel for what’s hap-
pening in the business district. In 
this case, you find familiar names 
to anyone who’s explored early 
19th-century Greenfield – artisans 
like pewterer Samuel Pierce, cab-
inetmaker Daniel Clay, foundry 
man William Wilson, and painter 
George Washington Mark all try-
ing to make a go of it.

Mixed in with the ads are bul-
letin-board, lost-and-found notices 
about livestock, purses and wal-
lets, and even an occasional per-
sonal plea that strikes your funny 
bone. Try this one on for size, a 
notice that appears several times 
in 1823, headlined “Look Out!” 
in bold, black, attention-seeking 
letters. Posted by jilted husband 
Elijah Clark of Leyden and dated 
Aug. 13, it reads:

“Whereas my wife Lydia left 
my bed and board on the 18th of 
March last without any provoca-

tion, I do hereby forbid all persons 
harboring or trusting her on penal-
ty of law.”

So, tell me, do you suppose Mr. 
Clark is a batterer? Just a thought. 
The first that came to mind.

Other than that, you’re apt to 
find detailed accounts of public 
hangings in New York City or At-
lanta, piracy on the high seas, dev-
astating fires, or some scurrilous 
bank embezzlement scheme in 
Philadelphia or Newark, NJ.

Then, once in a while, you 
get a tale like the one brought to 
the paper by an anonymous local 
informant who thought readers 
would be interested. Although it 
would be tough to chase down two 
hundred years later, I suspect the 
source could have been Deerfield 
historian Epaphras Hoyt, identi-
fied by Historic Deerfield Inc. as 
a man of affairs who served as 
High Sheriff of Franklin County 
from 1814 to 1831... also active 
as an author, surveyor, postmas-
ter, justice of the peace, register 
of deeds, and major general in the 
Massachusetts militia during his 
long life of public service.

The source is irrelevant. It’s 
the story of Benjamin Munn that 
matters. Found dead on a road 
from Deerfield to Shelburne on the 
evening of July 26, 1824, this way-
ward joiner had a distinguished 
and mysterious past. He was, as 
they say in Chicopee, quite the 
boy, yet no youngster when he met 
his sudden hilltown demise.

Born Feb. 1, 1738 in Deerfield, 
Munn had been around, to say the 
least. I suppose a good Federal Pe-
riod carpenter would never go hun-
gry, and Munn was all that. Carpen-
try was in his blood, so to speak, he 
the third in a line of three Deerfield 
carpenters named Benjamin Munn.

Munn was also fifth-generation 
Connecticut Valley, dating back 
to namesake progenitor Benjamin 
Munn, a Hartford founder, Pequot 
War veteran and early Springfield 
resident who died there in 1675, 
probably killed by Indians. Son 
John Munn (b. 1652, Springfield) 
settled at Westfield and fought at 
the King Philip’s War Falls Fight 
(May 19, 1676).

John’s son Benjamin, our Ben-
jamin’s grandfather (b. 1683, 
Westfield), was the first of the 
three consecutive Deerfield car-
penters named Benjamin. He came 
to Deerfield with his mother and 

Valley 
View

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

see VALLEY VIEW page B5

CLINTON, MA – I always feel 
like a voyeur when I look at reli-
gious art. The venerated figures 
from Christian narratives – or any 
religious narratives – feel unfamil-
iar and secretive to me, their ges-
tures laden with mysterious mean-
ing. I feel like an outsider trying to 
navigate a world full of clues meant 
for someone else. I recently wan-
dered through the exhibit, “Wres-
tling with Angels: Icons from the 
Prosopon School of Iconology and 
Iconography,” at the Museum of 
Russian Icons in Clinton, spying 
on the rich colors, detailed imagery, 
and mystical symbolism of these 
contemporary icons. 

It’s surprising and wonderful that 
the only museum in the US dedicat-
ed to Russian icons, and housing the 
largest collection of icons outside 
Russia, is just a little over an hour’s 
drive from Turners Falls. 

The museum is quiet and inter-
estingly lit. Colored light just below 
the ceiling in some of the galleries 
changes hue imperceptibly, mor-
phing from one color to another in 
the few seconds it took me to take 
two photos. There is either sonorous A view of  the dramatic staircase at the Museum of  Russian Icons in Clinton, which 

houses the largest collection of  Russian icons and related materials outside of  Russia. 
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By DANIEL SKARZYNSKI 

MONTAGUES – Depending on whether you count 
abandoned mining towns and uninhabited islands, there 
are anywhere from nine to eleven Montagues in the 
United States. The competition is stiff. Montague, New 
Jersey boasts that state’s highest point, while Montague, 
Michigan claims the world’s largest weathervane. If we 
decide to count the island, Montague Island in Alaska 
is the 26th largest in the country. Montague, California 
has a mild climate. 

And yet, for all those lofty achievements, our Mon-
tague leads the pack. It is the oldest and most populous, 
and I don’t think I need to explain why that makes it best. 

If you had no idea there were so many Montagues, 
you’re not alone. Until recently I had never consid-
ered it myself, but once I knew better, I suggested to 
my friends that we make a stop of at least one other 
Montague on a cross-country road trip we had planned. 
There was no clear reason to make the stop other than 
perhaps a little adventure, or at least an affirmation of 
our Montague’s primacy. 

Thin motivations, I know, but that’s the nature of ex-
ploration. The whole profession was founded on vague-
ly exciting plans that wouldn’t survive being written 
down. This plan followed suit: we gave it no thought, 
and immediately agreed it was a top-notch idea. 

Though the weathervane was tempting, we decided 
on Montague, Texas. Naturally: I hold nothing against 
Michigan, but it doesn’t smack of adventure any more 
than Massachusetts. Texas, on the other hand? Based on 
my limited knowledge, the place is chock-full of cow-

boys and gulches and dust and guns and barbeque and, 
if you get too close to Austin, yuppies. In other words, 
as long as you keep clear of Austin, it sounds about as 
different from Franklin County as you can get. 

While we’re on the topic of counties: there was 
an element of disappointment to what we found in  

TRAVELOGUE

Montague: Bigger in Texas?

see TRAVELOGUE page B5
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Windows Into the Holy

Nicholas Skarzynski, the author’s brother, comforts 
himself  with a Montague Reporter in Montague County, 

Texas during their cross-country journey this summer. 
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GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva-
tions must be made one day in ad-
vance by 11 a.m. All fitness classes 
are supported by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are accepted. 

Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. Kitchen Manager is 
Jeff Suprenant. For more informa-
tion, to make meal reservations, or 
to sign up for programs, call 863-
9357. Messages can be left on ma-
chine when the center is not open.
M, W, F:  10:10 a.m. Aerobics;  
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
T, W, Th: 12 p.m. Lunch
Monday 9/9
8 to 9:15 a.m. Foot clinic by appt.
1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday 9/10
10 a.m. TRIAD Health & Safety  
 Expo at Scheutzen Verein
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Senior 

Farm Share Pick Up
Wednesday 9/11
11:30 a.m. Friends Meeting
12:30 p.m. Bingo
Thursday 9/12
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga
1 p.m. Cards & Games
4 p.m. Gentle Yoga
Friday 9/13
Senior Center open

ERVING
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. for activities and congregate 
meals. Lunch is at 12 p.m., with 
reservations required two days in 
advance. Call (413) 423-3649 for 
meal information and reservations.

For information, call Paula 
Betters, Senior Center Director, 
at (413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity. Call to 
confirm activities, schedule a ride, 
or find out about the next blood 
pressure clinic. 
Monday 9/9
8:45 a.m. Step & Sculpt
9:30 a.m. COA Meeting
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance
11:30 a.m. Breakfast Brunch
Tuesday 9/10
8:45 a.m. S.W.A.P. Exercise
10 a.m. Stretch & Balance
12 p.m. TRIAD Safety Expo
Wednesday 9/11
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Chair Yoga
12 p.m. Homemade Lunch
12:30 p.m. Bingo
6 p.m. Pitch
Thursday 9/12
8:45 a.m. Aerobics
9 to 11 a.m. SHINE
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Muscles
12 p.m. Congregate Lunch 
1 p.m. Computer Class
Friday 9/13
9 a.m. Quilting Workshop
9:15 a.m. Walking for Fitness
9:30 a.m. Bowling Fun
12 p.m. Lunch

LEVERETT
For information, contact the Le-

verett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 
5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.

Wednesday 10 a.m. Flexibility 
& Balance Chair Yoga at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $6 (first class free). 

Friday 12 p.m. Senior Lunch. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes-
day for a reservation. 

WENDELL
Senior Center is at 2 Lockes 

Village Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 
(978) 544-6760, for hours and pro-
grams. Call the Center for a ride. 

Senior Center Activities
SEPTEMBER  9  THROUGH  13

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

Pet Weekof
the

She has her bags packed, and is 
waiting for you to take her home.

Chi Chi loves catnip-filled mice, 
will follow you around, likes to be 
up on high places, and meows if you 
touch her belly. She hasn’t met a toy 
she doesn’t like.

She has lived indoors with adults 

and older children, but would prob-
ably do great with little ones. She 
may prefer a home with no other 
pets, or would like a slow introduc-
tion to resident animals.

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org.

“Chi Chi”

SEPTEMBER LIBRARY LISTING
Montague Public Libraries
 Turners Falls: Carnegie (413) 863-3214
 Montague Center (413) 367-2852
 Millers Falls (413) 659-3801

Erving Public Library (413) 423-3348
Gill: Slate Library (413) 863-2591
Leverett Public Library (413) 548-9220
Wendell Free Library (978) 544-3559
Northfield: Dickinson Library (413) 498-2455

MONTAGUE  
PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Starting in September, Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
and Laurie Davidson will be 
meeting at the Millers Falls 
Branch through December. 10 
to 10:45 a.m.

WENDELL FREE LIBRARY
Saturday, September 7: Film, 
Lost in Space. 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 14: 
Lunar Carnival kicks off the 
35th year of the Wendell Full 
Moon Coffeehouse. 7:30 p.m. 

LEVERETT LIBRARY
Thursday, September 5: 
Library Book Group. Book 
selection: Gilead, by Marilynne 
Robinson. 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, September 7: The 
Bike Rodeo, presented by 
Leverett Public Safety. 1 to 3 
p.m. 
September 10 & 24: Tuesday 
Music Gathering. New! Hosted 
by Gene Stamell. All levels. 
Will start with acoustic music. 

Come with ideas of how you’d 
like the group to evolve. 6:20 
to 7:50 p.m
Sunday, September 15: Join 
your Leverett neighbors to 
start planning our 250th town 
anniversary party. 3 to 5 p.m.
Saturday, September 21: Film 
screening of The Lost Forests 
of New England. 1 to 2:45 p.m.
Thursday, September 26: 
Film screening of The Ecology 
of Co-evolved Species. 6:30 to 
7:45 p.m..
Sunday, September 29: 
Leverett Co-op Story Time. 
Featuring The Apple Pie Tree 

by Zoe Hall. 10 to 11 a.m.
Sunday, September 29: 
Birding in Costa Rica, with 
Connie Lentz and Bart 
Bouricius. 2 to 3 p.m.

DICKINSON LIBRARY, 
NORTHFIELD
Wednesday, September 11: 
Reading in Fiction, Non-Fiction 
and Poetry. This month’s 
reading is Wind from an Enemy 
Sky by D’Arcy McNickle. 3 to 4 
p.m.
Thursday, September 19: 
Fungus Among Us. Mushroom 
identification with Melissa 
Pariseau. Co-sponsored by 
the Northfield Garden Club. 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 24: Dear 
Phebe, a literary quest by poet 
Judy Wells to find out whether 
family lore was correct and she 
is related to Emily Dickinson. 
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, September 26: 
Let’s Make a Plan... for Extreme 
Weather with Tracy Rogers. 
Part of Climate Preparedness 
Week. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Change in Content:
While all the libraries have 
regular weekly events, such 
as children’s story hour, 
exercise classes, or book 
groups, rather than repeat 
them every month, we now 
will be listing only the one-
time special events for each 
library by month, or any 
changes (time, venue, new 
topic) of regular events.

By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY – No of-
fense: actually, some of my best 
friends are plumbers. During my 
eighteen years at the Tech School, 
I met plenty of aspiring plumbers, 
and I would have been proud to call 
many of them my own.

It’s just that I work hard at tend-
ing to my drains and pipes at home 
because I don’t want to call one; 
they are too darn expensive.

So recently, wandering the ‘Net 
(conserve-energy-future.com), I 
encountered an article entitled “25 
Things You Should Never Put Down 
the Drain.” I share them below. 

Some items on this list might 
sound ridiculous, as in the category 
of, “of course, who would do that?” 
But bear with me. Not only do these 
drain-dumpings block your drain, 
they also enter the environment to 
share their toxicity elsewhere.

Pasta: Continues to swell in 
the drain, and could cause future 
blockages.

Rice: See above.
Egg shells: Granular cloggers.
Coffee grounds: See above.
Cooking oils, salad oils, and 

mayo: Clog creators.
Motor oils, transmission fluids, 

antifreeze: ditto.
Grease, fat on/in food like ham 

slices, bacon, gravy: Similar.
Dairy products: More of the same.
Animal feces, cat litter. Those 

dinky sticky labels on food like 
fruit, vegetables and the lot.

Sanitary feminine products, 

Avoiding the Plumber
condoms, paper towels: Ditto.

Flushable wipes. Solvents. 
Bones. Cleaning solutions. Medi-
cines. Flour.

You get the gist. 
Because we don’t want to hire 

a plumber regularly, we have nice 
little net drain fillers that catch al-
most everything – although you 
do have to empty these little safe-
ty nets somewhere, in our case into 
the trash can. But they’re only good 
for small items, and do nothing to 
trap liquids, which still get into your 
personal septic system or the town 
sewer, and ultimately into the water 
we drink or swim or boat in.

We use many of these items, and 
while not intentionally dropping 
them down the drain, we experience 
their accidental escape. For exam-
ple, when cooking pasta, we often 
drain it in a colander, and some of 
it gets by us. But we do use them. 
Aside from drain blockage, what’s 
the big deal?

The above items not only block 
our drains: they contribute to the 
pollution of the earth’s environment, 
an impact we can ill afford in these 
times of serious global change. 

So, what to do?
Medical wastes, like unused 

medicines, can be brought to your 
local pharmacy, which has a safe 
disposal bin. 

Many of us gardeners use com-
post piles to create rich earth, which 
we later feed our garden soils. We 
keep our compost in plastic bins with 
lids we can open and bottom doors 
from which we can shovel out what 
we need. But we choose not to use 
bones or other liquids toxic to our 
pets or to wild animals, so open com-
posting depends much on where and 
with what creatures you live.

Note that many of the listed no-
no’s involve paper, and we haven’t 

even mentioned the controversial 
paper towel. We are adjured to use 
washable, recyclable cloth instead. 

As an alternative to toxic clean-
ers, they recommend organic prod-
ucts and/or homemade ones.

Here are some homemade organic 
cleaners we make and use:

General cleaners: Baking soda 
and vinegar, in equal parts. 4 table-
spoons of baking soda in 1 quart 
warm water. Half a lemon for juice, 
and Borax for a heavy scrub.

For grease: 1½ cup sudsy ammo-
nia with equal parts water for oven 
racks, etc.

For glass: 2 cups water; ½ 
cup white vinegar, ¼ cup rubbing  
alcohol.

For brass: white vinegar or lem-
on juice with table salt.

For the ring around the tub: one 
part non-gel toothpaste to one part 
baking soda.

For clothing: 1 gallon hot water, 
1 cup powdered dishwasher deter-
gent, and 1 cup regular liquid chlo-
rine bleach. 

Stone countertops: 2 drops mild 
dishwashing liquid, 2 drops water.

If fragrance is desired, you can 
add lemon rind, herbs, or your fa-
vorite essential oil.

Strictures as tough as these 
would be hard to follow. At least 
we can choose those most manage-
able for our households and still 
take good steps to care for our per-
ishable environment. 

Since many parts of the waste 
stream involve water, we can take 
care in our drain-dumpings to pre-
serve the quality of this resource 
before it becomes again part of 
mother earth. 

Clean water and air are two gifts 
we wish to leave to our children 
and those who follow, all over our 
beautiful planet.

THE GARDENER’S COMPANION

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT
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Sunday, 8/18
3:28 p.m. Caller from Ave-
nue A reports her ex-boy-
friend is sending harassing 
and threatening messages 
via Facebook. He brought 
her a jeep as a gift and tex-
ted that he is on his way to 
pick it up. Officer advised 
of  options.
5:08 p.m. Small black-and-
white dog with “Hamilton” 
tag on his collar found, call-
er attempting to find owner 
and will bring to shelter if  
unable to. Officer advised. 
9:06 p.m. Panhandling 
complaint at FL Roberts. 
Gone on arrival. 
Monday, 8/19
1:28 p.m. Safety hazard re-
ported; juvenile on scooter 
with no helmet. 
3:12 p.m. 911 caller on Ma-
ple Street believes some-
one may be in her home. 
Cleared by officer and K-9. 
Tuesday, 8/20
1:09 a.m. Teens working 
on car in Fourth Street al-
leyway making loud noise. 
Cleaning up.
8:21 a.m. Accidental alarm 
at Carnegie Library.
2:58 p.m. Report of  sus-
picious male walking near 
truck entrance at old Pa-
perLogic. Officer observed 
male walking over bridge 
to Greenfield, nothing 
suspicious. 
5:45 p.m. Callers on Fed-
eral Street complaining of  
loud revving engines and 
sound of  cars smashing 
like a demolition derby in 
a backyard. Officer could 
not locate.
9:53 p.m. Fire in a base-
ment on Montague Street; 
residents out of  home, un-
injured, fire department on 
scene and under control. 
11:54 p.m. Report of  a 
group of  people being 
loud in Rendezvous park-
ing lot as they were leav-
ing. Officer advised them 
of  the complaint. 
Wednesday, 8/21
8:56 a.m. Female tres-
passed from Food City. 
Store manager is going 
to sheriff ’s office for for-
mal order, due to previous 
shoplifting. 
10:49 a.m. Disturbance 
on Highland Street. Party 
states many people have 
complained to her about 
the neighboring home 
with a very loud TV that 
plays all day and night. 
Found elderly couple with 
hearing problems; they 
will turn it down. 
3:53 p.m. North Leverett 
Road caller reports two 
young girls walking alone 
along the road, appear to be 
under ten years old. Con-
cerned that there was no 
adult with them. Officer did 
not find girls in the area.
4:51 p.m. Officer checked 
area near Strathmore/
Indeck, and noticed open 
fence near stack. Signs of  
someone there, but not 
presently.
5:57 p.m. Report of  two 
young males breaking 
glass in the skate park. 
Both have taken off  on 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).  CALL 863-8666

Route 2, Gill
863-4049  1-800-439-4049

8-5 Monday – Thursday

scooters, one with short 
blonde hair and one with 
short brown hair. Officer 
spoke with father of  the 
young males and they 
cleaned up the mess. 
7:30 p.m. Unattended fire 
in a backyard on Fifth 
Street across from the 
bank. TFFD responding. 
8:01 p.m. Aggressive driv-
er in a dark blue Scion ob-
served on Old Greenfield 
Road. Plate number taken 
by caller.
9:02 p.m. Report of  a man 
in a wheelchair hitch-
hiking by FL Roberts on 
Third Street. Caller con-
cerned he is not visible 
to drivers and may get 
hit. Officer spoke to party, 
who was at Rendezvous 
earlier, and they are fine. 
Thursday, 8/22
12:20 a.m. Employee at 
FL Roberts reports that 
a man in a wheelchair 
is refusing to leave the 
property. Officers locat-
ed male on Unity Street, 
courtesy transport to 
Morris Avenue. 
11:49 a.m. Jogger reports 
a yellow lab ran out from 
the side of  a house at her 
and she is concerned that 
the dog was off  leash 
and appears aggressive.  
ACO notified. 
12:47 p.m. Three or four 
kids reported being an-
noying at Fourth Street 
address. 
2:03 p.m. Housing Au-
thority requests assis-
tance disposing of  nar-
cotics found at Third 
Street address. Old pre-
scriptions disposed of  in 
lobby med box. 
2:47 p.m. Central Street 
caller reports neighbors 
are giving him a hard time 
and won’t move their car 
parked on the sidewalk. 
Officer advised. 
5:21 p.m. Request from 
Third Street wondering 
if  an officer can verify the 
VIN on a vintage motorcy-
cle on their property. Offi-
cer called back; no answer. 
8:05 p.m. Larceny of  an 
electric wheelchair re-
ported on Newton Street 
in Millers Falls. Landlord 
has surveillance footage 
showing a man in black 
shorts and tank top tak-
ing the chair. Chair later 
recovered in Erving near 
the Green footbridge by 
another male, returned to 
party. Officer to follow up. 
Saturday, 8/24
6:52 a.m. Injured bird 
found near Discovery 
Center in Turners Falls. 
Not a bird of  prey; bird 
cannot fly. Attempted to 
contact Tom Ricardi to 
see if  he can help with 
regular birds, but no an-
swer. Officer advised 
nothing we can do to help.
11:03 a.m. Honda Civic 
not stopping for officer 
on Canal Street; pursued 
into Greenfield; plate 
number obtained and 
chase given up. GPD ad-
vised party reported this 
car stolen from Grove 

Street in that town. 
2:01 p.m. Call from Swamp 
Road about a Great Pyr-
enees named Abby that 
got loose. Very friendly, 
75 pounds, tags and col-
lar on. Left cell number 
to call if  found. Reported 
found later.
4:23 p.m. Skittish pit bull 
mix running in and out of  
traffic on Park Street. 
4:54 p.m. Caller later cor-
ralled pit bull in fenced-
in yard and will bring to 
shelter when they can 
leash it.
4:56 p.m. Suspicious per-
son reported at Unity 
Park; male taking photos 
of  kids in bathing suits. 
Described as 60 years old, 
long blue denim shirt, 
dark brown hair and goa-
tee. Officer advised. 
8:22 p.m. request for 
help clearing smoke from 
burnt food in a micro-
wave on Third Street. 
TFFD advised. 
8:34 p.m. Complaint of  
males checking cars on a 
four-wheeler and hover-
board near Keith Apart-
ments. Officer found two 
juvenile females, one on a 
hoverboard and one on a 
power wheels on the side-
walk. They stated they are 
not casing cars, and are 
heading home. 
11:43 p.m. Noise com-
plaint about a wedding at 
the Shea Theater; party 
breaking up for the eve-
ning, no need to respond; 
just wanting to put on 
the record. 
11:55 p.m. Fireworks re-
ported on the Prospect 
Street bridge. Unable to 
locate, area clear and quiet.
Sunday, 8/25
1:51 a.m. Caller observed 
van going off  road in the 
area of  Long Plain Road, 
and people walking away 
from the scene carrying a 
large bag headed toward 
Montague Center. Unable 
to locate; Sunderland PO 
on the case.
5:40 a.m. Car reported off  
the road near the Senn 
Farm on Wendell Road. 
Four-door Honda sedan 
looks like it might have 
been in an accident, ac-
cording to caller. Officer 
on scene found driver in 
the back seat, not needing 
medical attention at this 
time. Rau’s en route. 
6:47 a.m. Disturbance at 
Third Street dumpster; fe-
male searching for belong-
ings that may have been 
thrown out; no issue here.
1:35 p.m. Second Street 
caller reports someone 
banging on her door look-
ing for her husband. 
2:53 p.m. Fight reported 
at the skate park; verbal 
only; officer advised.
4:59 p.m. Probation vio-
lation warrant issued for 
male who has not kept 
GPS locator charged. 
Located at 5:51 p.m. 
near Discovery Center, 
brought to station.
5:18 p.m. Walk-in reports 
a dog ran into the road 

and damaged his car last 
night; dog owner disputes. 
Situation mediated; owner 
to pay for damage.
6:54 p.m. Open gate and 
open door in Southworth 
tunnel reported by caller; 
all secured. 
9:02 p.m. Motorized 
scooter reported stolen 
from L Street. Follow up 
with RMV. 
Monday, 8/26
8:40 a.m. Animal com-
plaint of  dog defecat-
ing on Third Street and 
being aggressive with 
children. Ongoing issue; 
ACO contacted.
11:14 a.m. Hit and run 
observed on Park Street; 
mirror hit by car, caller 
followed vehicle to Green-
field and following now 
on French King Highway. 
GPD to locate.
11:59 a.m. Call about a 
suspicious male at Unity 
Park last Saturday taking 
pictures of  children; “well 
dressed” male with “higher 
end camera like a reporter 
would use.” Advised.
10:41 p.m. Caller states 
her neighbor was assault-
ed and jumped by females 
in the Fourth Street alley. 
Believes she is bleeding 
and has various injuries. 
Ambulance and TF re-
sponded; victim signed 
patient refusal. 
Tuesday, 8/27
1:07 p.m. Investigation 
of  suspicious trucks and 
campers at Third Street 
and Canal that may be 
used as dwellings. Man 
with wife who is a travel-
ling nurse involved.
2:01 p.m. Female tres-
passed from Farren Care 
Center. 
4:43 p.m. Male at Food 
City asking for money and 
swearing at people. Gone 
on arrival.
6:13 p.m. Traffic hazard 
on Oakman Street: cones 
in road. Officer moved  
to side.
10:35 p.m. Suspicious 
white pickup truck re-
ported at Strathmore/
Indeck shining its lights 
into the lower section of  
the loading docks. Older 
male with beard; found to 
be the night watch.
Wednesday, 8/28
7:45 a.m. Larceny on Cen-
tral Street reported; man 
believes package was de-
livered and then stolen at 
his address.
9:34 a.m. Walk-in be-
lieves her phone was 
stolen yesterday. Find 
My Phone app shows it 
in a house on Avenue C. 
Officers checked; house 
empty. Party called back 
to say it was located at a 
friend’s house. 
Thursday, 8/29
5:09 p.m. Main Street 
caller reports neighbor’s 
cat is on their front porch 
with a bulging eye. There 
is blood dripping out of  
its nose, and the caller 
does not feel comfortable 
approaching the neighbor. 

see MPD page B4

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Demolition Derby; Concerning Photographer; 
“Playing Games”; Pink Liquid; Bulging Eye; Moth

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM !!!

YFPJ  RUJ  YFP  BASEL  
FUR  OPZANP  YAA  ZANKEPI  

HAS  RGNKEP  UMRBPSR.  
YFPJ  USP  BSAMT. 
-  SAMUEL  SPUTUM

CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS

The First Week of  September!

CULTURAL REVIEW

Daughters of  Krypton

By MIKE SMITH

MCTV has been releasing videos 
from the recent music festival Bar-
bés in the Woods. Keep an eye on 
montaguetv.org for the latest videos! 

MCTV also recorded a short 
seminar called “Don’t be a Victim,” 
presented by George Holmes at 
Greenfield Savings Bank in Turn-
ers Falls. George advises elders on 
new scams that aim to steal their 
money and possessions, as well as 
their information and identity. This 
is something that everyone should 
watch and educate themselves 
about, the video will be coming 
soon to montaguetv.org.

Also, don’t forget to register for 
MCTV’s 120 Second Film Festi-
val! Check out montaguetv.org for 
more information and to register. 

Did we miss something? If 
there’s a local event you think 
is worth recording, let us know! 
We’d be happy to send out one of 
our producers to capture the event. 
Or we could train you how to use a 
camera, and get you recording your 
own videos in no time! 

Contact us at (413) 863-9200, 
infomontaguetv@gmail.com, or 
stop by 34 Second Street between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. We’d love to 
work with you!

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – The movie 
Supergirl was produced in 1984. 
The title character was played by 
Helen Slater. From what I can recall 
of the movie, her acting was okay.

I know of more than just her 
work from this movie. Sometimes 
an actor or actress from a previous 
TV show or movie about a certain 
character plays another, different 
character in a related TV series. 
Helen Slater did 
this with Su-
pergirl. The 
first time 
was as Lara-
El, Young 
Clark Kent’s bi-
ological mother, in 
a 2007 episode of the 
prequel Superman series 
called Smallville. The epi-
sode was mainly centered on 
their version of Supergirl, played 
by Laura Vandervoort. 

Helen Slater has also been doing 
this continually, for a second time, 
as the adopted mom to Supergirl in 
a CW series about her called Super-
girl. I can recall her performance 
from those works a lot better, so 
I guess those works were better 
showings of her acting ability. 

People must have found Laura 
Vandervoort’s portrayal of Super-
girl to be reasonably good, because 
they also had her play that character 
on Smallville for a whole season, 
and for a couple of appearances be-
fore the series ended. She also had 
her turn at playing a different char-

acter, like Slater did in the Supergirl 
series. She also was, in my opinion, 
a more hot-looking Supergirl than 
Helen Slater was. 

As for the actress’s name who 
plays Supergirl in the Supergirl se-
ries, it’s Melissa Benoist. Her act-
ing must have been seen as good 
by viewers. I believe that certainly 
helped with the show getting four 
seasons to its name, just like Grant 
Gustin’s acting did for him in the 
Flash TV remake. 

Another thing 
about Benoist 

that worked 
nicely for 
her is her 
w o n d e r f u l 

singing voice. 
That and Gustin’s 

were a part of a great 
musical crossover epi-

sode between her series and 
his. I have watched this epi-

sode multiple times. Together, 
those individuals’ voices make up a 
good duet. 

As for who I liked the best as 
Supergirl, in order, the first is Me-
lissa Benoist. You can say she’s a 
different kind of Supergirl, in part, 
because before her none had ever 
sung or been in a musical episode 
of a show. 

Laura Vandervoot portrayed 
her as a Krypton on Earth, trying 
to adapt to having superpowers,  
very well. 

And as for Helen Slater, I liked 
her in those other roles better than 
I did as Supergirl. That is how I 
would list who I liked the best.  
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Gone on arrival; ad-
vised of  options. 
7:23 p.m. Gun shots 
reportedly heard from 
out of  the woods on 
Greenfield Road. Call-
er wonders if  neigh-
bors have a shoot-
ing range and if  that 
is legal so close to  
houses. Advised.
11:10 p.m. Loud explo-
sions reported from G 
Street. Unfounded; no 
smoke, no smell, noth-
ing seen. 
Friday, 8/30
9:38 a.m. Possible il-
legal dumping report-
ed on Third Street. 
Party coming out of  
building that is being 
painted inside and 
dumping pink liquid 
down the drain. States 
there is an odor of  
paint thinner. Offi-
cer advised, found it 
was dirty water from 
cleaning the floor. 
10:56 a.m. Dog yelp-
ing in a distressed way 
inside a Main Street 
home. Officer arrived 
as owner did; all set.
12:34 p.m. Suspicious 
person reported on 
Vladish Avenue. Call-
er’s daughter was 
walking her dog and 
a man in a blue pickup 
pulled over and asked 
to pet the dog. Daugh-
ter, who has learning 
disabilities, allowed 
this and says that the 
man did not say any-
thing else or try to do 
anything to her. Offi-
cer advised. 
10:56 p.m. Possible 
disabled motor vehicle 
in front of  the Farren 
Care Center. Found to 
be woman with a moth 
flying around her car.
Saturday, 8/31
1:11 a.m. Fourth 

Street resident report-
ing a male and female 
having sexual rela-
tions outside behind 
her apartment. Officer 
could not locate. 
3:47 a.m. Security 
monitoring company 
reports some heavy 
equipment in Mill-
ers Falls looks like it 
has its lights on and 
people standing on 
it from their camera 
surveillance. Officer 
checked area, located 
equipment with keys 
in it. Company will 
continue to monitor 
as they cannot get 
keys at the moment.
11:42 a.m. Horse loose 
on Hatchery Road. Re-
turned home.
2:00 p.m. Report of  
two needles found near 
fish ladder, requests 
officer to dispose of  
them. Cleared.
2:50 p.m. Fire alarm at 
Colle Opera House set 
off  by people grinding 
cement. Cleared.
8:04 p.m. 911 call from 
Millers Falls about 
two females fighting 
with baseball bats, 
one of  them bleeding 
from the hand. In-
volved male, female 
contacted and to talk 
to officer at station. 
9:03 p.m. Caller from 
bike path reports four 
or five teenage boys 
with bandanas on their 
faces on the path, with 
another boy who ap-
peared to be hiding. 
Boys said they were 
“just playing a game.” 
Officers unable to re-
spond due to high  
call volume. 
10:09 p.m. Kids run-
ning around people’s 
backyards on Clark 
Avenue. Officer made 

contact with youths, 
who said they were 
just playing a game af-
ter a birthday party. 
Sunday, 9/1
7:49 a.m. Two small 
dogs wandering 
around Lake Pleasant 
yard. Dog owner’s fa-
ther contacted to re-
trieve dogs. 
11:29 a.m. Barking 
dog on Grove Street. 
Owners contacted. 
1:54 p.m. Confused el-
derly male reported to 
be on Montague side of  
General Pierce Bridge. 
Courtesy transport 
home provided. 
3:49 p.m. Caller be-
lieves three men in a 
car by the fish ladder 
are smoking marijua-
na; specified their race. 
Unable to locate. 
4:40 p.m. Caller just 
wants it on record that 
the concert at the Mill-
ers Falls Rod and Gun 
Club is very loud and 
disturbing his peace. 
8:12 p.m. Prospect 
Street (TF) caller re-
ports loud argument 
in neighbors back-
yard. Found to be ver-
bal; transport home 
provided to one in-
volved party.
8:50 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls Road 
wants it on record that 
music from the RPM 
Festival is too loud to 
be going on at this time 
on a Sunday night. 
9:23 p.m. Millers Falls 
female states her boy-
friend keeps coming 
to her house and yells 
from the street or 
kicks her door, and 
then takes off  in a blue 
Chevy van. Has done 
this seven times today. 
Advised; will pursue 
civil options.

MPD  from page B3

MONTAGUE – Individuals and 
organizations are encouraged to ap-
ply for grant funding from the Mon-
tague Cultural Council to support 
community-oriented arts, human-
ities, and science programs during 
2020. Applications will be accepted 
from now until October 15.

Last year the Montague Cul-
tural Council (MCC) awarded 31 
grants ranging from $100 to $350 
for projects including musical per-
formances, theatrical productions, 
art-making workshops, readings, 
exhibitions, and educational pro-
grams. These cultural activities 
were organized by artists, non-
profits, public agencies, and other 
local groups and have taken place 
at a variety of public locations, 
including schools, the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, the Montague 
public libraries, the Shea Theater, 
and the Brick House Community 
Resource Center. 

Funding for these grants comes 
from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, which receives an annual 
appropriation from the state legis-
lature and then distributes funds to 

329 local cultural councils. MCC 
encourages proposals from a broad 
range of applicants to fund pro-
grams that allow residents of all 
five villages to experience a diverse 
array of programming. In some cas-
es MCC fully funds programs, but 
applicants are encouraged to seek 
additional funding sources.

Interested? Review the Massa-
chusetts and Montague Cultural 
Council guidelines carefully. The 
application and guidelines are 
online at mass-culture.org. For a 
printed copy of the application, 
please contact us. MCC members 
will review the applications and 
name this year’s awards by Janu-
ary, 2020. 

If you have an idea for a cultural 
event and are considering applying 
for a grant this year, please come 
meet with us at the Wednesday 
Farmers Market on September 4th 
and 11th from 3 to 6 p.m. The market 
is held at Peskeomskut Park on Av-
enue A in Turners Falls. Questions 
may also be emailed to Kate Martin-
eau, chair of the Cultural Council at 
montaguelcc@gmail.com.

Funding Available! 
Montague Cultural Council 

Seeks 2020 Proposals

GREENFIELD – In mid-January, 10 For-
ward (formerly the Root Cellar) will host a 
two-night production of Shakespeare’s comedy 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Come to 10 Fiske Avenue this Sunday, Sep-
tember 8 to try out for your favorite part, or just 
to watch. If you need to access the space, which 
is below the ground floor, via an elevator rather 
than stairs, contact the venue at (413) 773-3290.

Auditions will take place in two time blocks: 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and from 6 p.m. on into 
the evening. Audition sides will be provided; no 
need to prepare. No experience necessary.

AUDITIONS 

A Midsummer  
Night’s Dream

WENDELL – In the year 2058, the Earth will soon be 
uninhabitable after the irreversible effects of pollution and 
global warming! Professor John Robinson, lead scientist of 
the Jupiter 2 Mission, will lead his family to the habitable 
planet Alpha Prime to prep it for colonization.

The Jupiter 2 is equipped with a hyperdrive that allows 
faster-than-light travel, which will eventually be employed 
to evacuate the citizens of Earth. However hypergates must 
be constructed on Earth and Alpha Prime to provide stable 
points of departure and arrival. Dr. Zachary Smith is bribed 
by a terrorist organization to sabotage the mission, and ends 
up an unwilling stowaway as the ship blasts off.

Lost In Space, rated PG-13, will screen this Saturday, 
September 7, at 7:30 p.m. at the Wendell Free Library. The 
movie will be preceded at 7 p.m. by an episode of Fireball 
XL5, “Faster Than Light.”

This is the next in the monthly series of Science Fiction/
Fantasy and Horror/Monster movies at the library, located 
in the center of Wendell. Admission is free. For more 
information, visit www.wendellfreelibrary.org or call (978) 
544-3559.

Upcoming movies in this series include The Blob (1958), 
October 5; Event Horizon (1997), November 2; and The 
Thing (1982), November 30.

WENDELL FREE LIBRARY NEWS

Movie Screening:  
Lost In Space (1998)

GREENFIELD – Greening Greenfield and 
Local Access are proud to present Climate 
Change Theatre Action Greenfield, a series of 
public readings and performances which will 
be held in downtown Greenfield over several 
weekends this autumn.

CCTA Greenfield is part of Climate Change 
Theatre Action, a worldwide series of readings 
and performances of short climate change plays 
presented biennially to coincide with the United 
Nations COP meetings.

CCTA Greenfield will be holding auditions 
for the readings/performances on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, from 2 to 5 p.m., and Monday, Sep-
tember 23, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Auditions will take place at 170 Main Street, 
Greenfield. They will be held on the hour, so 
please arrive at one of the following times: Sat-
urday, September 21 at 2, 3, or 4 p.m.; Monday, 
September 23 at 6, 7, or 8 p.m.

Please RSVP with the date and time you plan 
to attend by emailing localaccess@aol.com or 
texting (206) 234-9146. You can also RSVP on 
the Facebook event, “Auditions for Lighting 
The Way.”  

We welcome performers and non-performers 
alike to participate in this series! If you would 
like to get involved in this project another way, 
please contact Jan Maher at localaccess@aol.
com or (206) 234-9146, or via www.facebook.
com/cctagreenfield.

Climate Change 
Theater/Readings
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stepfather John Richards, the Deer-
field schoolmaster who arrived be-
fore 1698, according to historian 
George Sheldon. Richards’ step-
sons, brothers Benjamin and John 
Munn, joined their mom as the first 
of the family to live in Deerfield.

Benjamin I, his wife Thankful 
Nims, and their infant child survived 
the famous 1704 Indian attack in the 
family’s snow-covered, cellar home 
on the Richards lot. Thankful was 
the daughter of Deerfield’s Godfrey 
Nims, and removed to Northfield.

Son Benjamin II (born 1709, 
Deerfield) married Mary Wait, 
daughter of “Brave” Benjamin Wait 
of Hatfield, a famous Indian fighter 
and scout who was a victim of Deer-
field’s 1704 Meadow Fight. Benja-
min II and Mary produced our Ben-
jamin, born 1738 in Deerfield.

Our Benjamin’s first cous-
in John (b. 1741, son of John, 
Benjamin) was one of the first 
permanent settlers in the part of 
Deerfield that became Greenfield, 
then Gill. The family operated the 
ferry there, retaining the property 
around Munn’s Ferry Road into 
the mid-20th century.

Our Benjamin Munn was a 
French and Indian War soldier of 
distinction, having served from 

about 1755 to 1760 under com-
manding officers the likes of leg-
endary Israel Putnam and Robert 
Rogers (of Rogers Rangers fame) 
in the Lake George-Fort Ticond-
eroga-Crown Point-Lake Cham-
plain theater.

Surviving the perilous frontier 
campaigns, Munn married Patty 
Bartlett of Northampton, where 
they lived briefly before packing up 
for Sudbury and opening a tavern. 
From that post, he answered the 
1775 call from Cambridge to fight 
the British at Bunker Hill before, 
soon thereafter headed to the Maine 
frontier due to “pecuniary embar-
rassments” (financial difficulties, 
in the current lexicon), and then to 
Nova Scotia, leaving his wife won-
dering where he fled. An unsubstan-
tiated online report on one of the ge-
nealogical sites claims he was, like 
convicted brother Phineas, a Tory, 
but that seems dubious given his 
Bunker Hill service.

Although little appears to be 
known of Munn’s Nova Scotia life, 
he surely carved out an identity as a 
carpenter and faded from the mem-
ory of Deerfield friends and neigh-
bors. Then, a half-century later, in 
1822, out of the clear blue sky, pre-
sumed long dead by most who had 
known him as a young man, Munn 

VALLEY VIEW from page B1

Montague, Texas. I might as well get it out of the way 
now, as I’m sure you’ll find it equally disappointing. 

They’re bigger than us. They have more than twice 
the people we do. True, Montague, Texas is actual-
ly Montague County, Texas, and their population is 
spread over 938 square miles compared to our 32, but 
that’s nitpicking. If we’re counting ghost towns, we’re 
counting counties, and on size, they beat us fair and 
square. If bigger is better, they are. 

In age we still have an advantage: Montague, Texas 
was established in 1857, to our 1754. Upon further in-
spection, it strikes me that age is the more important of 
the two. I’m sure I don’t need to explain why.

Anyhow, adventure in mind, we approached the 
Montague County offices early one Monday morning. 
The four-story brick and pillared structure rises com-
mandingly above the few buildings which separate it 
from the surrounding rangeland, and despite the ten-
drils of mist cooking off the Texas grass, we saw it 
well before we reached it. 

Closing the distance by 8 a.m., we found parking 
around the building to be ample at that time of day – 
which I suppose says nothing about the demand for 
parking in general. Availing ourselves of the surplus, 
we disembarked from our RV to see if we could find 
someone with whom to establish diplomatic ties. 

Soon we saw a woman approach, and it was clear 
to us she worked there. Clear from her demeanor. It 
was a Monday morning, after all. I knew then that 
we were treading unstable ground, and I quickly cast 
about for the right words. Words which would assure 
her of our friendliness, while also communicating our 
willingness to leave her alone immediately. Words 
that were placating, yet respectful. Clever words. 

Words like “I know this sounds strange, but we’re 
from Montague, Massachusetts.”

To you, those words may not seem clever and care-
ful at all, and that’s because they aren’t. But they are 
what I said. I’ve never been good at thinking on my 
feet. To our collective surprise, she smiled. “Well 
that’s just great. Are ya’ll here for a tour?” 

Assuming that “tour” was Texas slang for “road 
trip,” we conceded that we were. As it turns out, tour 
means the same in Texas as it does here. 

“Let’s see, then,” she said. “I can show you the old 
jail. It’s up on the fourth floor.” And she did.

Beginning our tour she seemed somewhat unsure of 
the situation, as any of us would be, but once warmed 
up to the idea, her civic pride shone through. 

She showed us not only the old jail, but the old 
courtroom gallery, the town records, and the space 
under the roof where a dome used to top the central 
stairwell. Back when it did, one could look up into its 
gilded vault all the way from the first floor. The dome 
was removed after being damaged in a tornado, and 
the central shaft filled with an elevator. There was a 
good deal of opinion regarding the elevator; she was 
not the only Texan to mention to us how nice every-
thing looked in the pre-elevator days. 

Beneath that perished dome, apparently deciding 
we were all good-natured or at least harmless, she fi-
nally told us. With a careful smile she said, “Here we 
actually pronounce it Mon-Tayg.” Then she added, to 
our dumbfounded silence, “Let’s see if we can get you 
in to see the third jail.”

How many jails? you’re probably wondering. By 
my count, at least four. Three of them are still stand-

ing, one is operational, and she did get us into the 
third. Luckily, that’s not the operational one. The third 
jail houses the town historical commission, and a gen-
erous member came down to give us a tour. 

On that note, I have more bad news. While our his-
tory may be longer, it doesn’t sound half as exciting. 

Take their jails, for instance. The first jail was torn 
down by horse thieves after they had already destroyed 
the courthouse. Their logic was that with no court-
house and no jail, there could be no law, and thus no 
criminals. I never found out if this approach worked. 

The second jail was built inside the new courthouse, 
which struck me as unfairly tempting to hapless horse 
thieves. Yet the building survived to maturity, and the 
second jail died of natural causes when the criminals 
multiplied, and its cells did not. 

The third jail looked appropriately sturdy, but that 
was a deception. It was subject to such frequent es-
capes, including that of Bonnie and Clyde associate 
Floyd Hamilton, that they were forced to build the cur-
rent jail. By all counts, that jail is serving well. 

So, outlaws? Sure. And cowboys? Of course. The 
old Chisolm trail passed through Montague County. 
The Nocona Boot Company started there. There was a 
hat company, but it burned. 

By the time all was said and done, we’d had several 
tours, a history lesson, and even found our way onto 
the roof of the county offices. That was a highlight, as 
you could see for miles over the flat country of north 
Texas – although I have a sense we weren’t supposed 
to be up there, so I won’t mention who took us. 

We met the sheriff, a man so soft-spoken he must 
be as tough as they come, and we were given wooden 
nickels minted in 1957 to commemorate the county’s 
centennial. The people were kind, interested, and wel-
coming, particularly the woman we first met who took 
us under her wing.

So, having scouted the territory and returned alive, 
having exchanged tokens of good will and established 
trade-relations, I’ll end by rendering my final procla-
mation on the topic of our long-lost compatriots. They 
may have us beat. I hate to admit defeat, and so won’t 
do it fully, but folks – it’s close. 

Here’s the caveat: if we are beat, I just might have 
to change my opinion on the whole subject 
of losing. It was such a hospitable process, I 
don’t think I’d mind doing it again. 

The Montague County Seal, as displayed on the floor 
of  the county offices in Texas. The similarity to our 

own town’s seal, featuring a five-pointed star, 
“seemed like good fun” to our travel writer.

TRAVELOGUE from page B1
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returned to his native town without 
warning, like a ghost from the past.

According to the anonymous 
newspaper informant, Munn’s cir-
cuitous trip home had been chroni-
cled in an 1822 Gazette, which I did 
not chase. It was a journey worthy 
of notice, if not local folklore. The 
84-year-old man had walked some 
100 miles to a ship anchored in Hal-
ifax port, sailed to Boston and pro-
ceeded to hoof it another 100 more 
miles home to Deerfield.

There, his widowed younger sis-
ter Lydia Bradley was living on The 
Street, and another younger wid-
owed sister, Mary Joiner, was living 
in Shelburne, either at a home she 
had shared with late husband Ed-
ward Joiner, or possibly with son 
William Joiner and daughter-in-law 
Content (Bardwell) Joiner. Content 
was the daughter of Ebenezer Bard-
well, an early settler of Foxtown (the 
southeastern Shelburne/Bardwells 
Ferry area). Both Edward and Mary 

died in Shelburne. The Deerfield 
Joiners (also spelled Joyner in some 
records) can be confusing to follow 
due to the fact that there were two 
Edwards and two Williams.

Regardless of where Mary lived 
in Shelburne, it’s safe to assume that 
it was in Foxtown, and that the route 
from Deerfield would have crossed 
the Deerfield River to Wisdom, then 
up either Old Albany or Hawks 
roads to the western hills. The 
newspaper doesn’t identify the road 
Munn traveled, suggesting readers 
would know the route.

Then again, maybe it was 
just shoddy reporting, always  
a possibility.

In Deerfield, Munn likely bunked 
with sister Lydia. By the time of 
his phantom return, his ex-wife, 
who had presumed herself a wid-
ow and married Timothy Parsons of 
Northampton, had herself been dead 
for five years. Anyway, according to 
the Aug. 3, 1824 Gazette account, 

Munn left Deerfield on foot to vis-
it his Shelburne sister. The day was 
Monday. Witnesses had seen him 
along the way before he was later 
found dead by the side of the road 
that evening. He had walked about 
10 miles before expiring.

There were reports of rain and 
hail storms passing through that 
day. The coroner ruled death by nat-
ural causes. The newspaper corre-
spondent praised Munn as a walker 
with “remarkable power of limbs 
for traveling… Few young men 
walked with greater ease or rapidi-
ty.” He was 86.

So, there you have it – the tale of 
Travelin’ Man Benjamin Munn, the 
former Rogers Ranger, found dead 
over an embankment along the road 
to his sister’s Shelburne home on 
July 24, 1824. Although there seems 
to be no record of his final resting 
place, it’s not far away. Ap-
parently, he wanted to die 
where he was born.

GREENFIELD – Local author 
Talya Kingston’s powerful play, 
Campus Unrest, kicks off Silver- 
thorne’s fall rehearsed play reading 
series called Theater Thursdays. The 
play will be read at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, September 12 in the Green 
Fields Market meeting space at 170 
Main Street. The reading is free and 
open to the public.

Talya Kingston describes the ac-
tion of the play in the following man-
ner: “Tensions are high nationwide 
and violence on the streets too abun-
dant. The ripple effects of this are 
felt on a small New England college 
campus, where a British academic 
couple and a first generation student 
each attempt to find their own voice, 
escape ghosts of the past, and move 
the conversations around injustice 
one step forward.” 

Under the direction of Trenda 
Loftin, the cast of six readers in-
cludes Rachel Braidman as new-
ly-arrived history and gender studies 
professor Mia, Silk Johnson as Mia’s 
partner Kwame, and Terna Tilley 
as fellow faculty member Angela. 
Steve Folmar will read the role of 
student activist Darren Williams, 
while Julissa Rodriguez reads Jo 
Milner, whose classes Mia has taken 
over; Joan Sartori reads the roles of 
both a faculty wife, Sue Spencer and 
a colleague, Professor Cellino.

Playwright Talya Kingston is a 
dramaturg, playwright, and educator 
with a particular investment in new 
play development and theatre for 
social change. She is the associate 
artistic director at Where Arts and 
Activism Meet Theatre, a lecturer in 
dramaturgy at UMass Amherst, and 
the North-East Region VP for the Lit-
erary Managers and Dramaturgs of 
the Americas (LMDA). Talya is also 
a proud member of the Northamp-
ton Playwrights Lab, where Campus 
Unrest was developed.

An integral part of Silverthorne 
Theater’s mission is to promote 
the development of new work, es-
pecially by regional New England 
playwrights. In 2018, Silverthorne 
staged world premieres of three 

new works, two of which were 
from such writers.

Theater Thursdays readings are 
followed by audience discussions. 
The purpose of the readings is to give 
a platform for new work to be heard, 
and when possible, to be able to give 
playwrights direct audience feed-
back. It also gives Silverthorne, the 
resident theater company at Hawks 
& Reed Performing Arts Center, a 
look at plays that they might consid-
er fully producing in future seasons. 
These will be held in different loca-
tions in the region. Look for more 
information about each reading at 
silverthornetheater.org.

The Revolutionists  
Starts Fall Season 

Silverthorne’s mainstage produc-
tion this fall begins with Lauren Gun-
derson’s The Revolutionists, a very 
different take on the French Rev-
olution from the viewpoint of four 
prominent women of the time. The 
show opens Thursday, September 19 
and runs through Saturday, Septem-
ber 28 at Hawks & Reed Performing 
Arts Center in Greenfield.  

A brutal comedic quartet about 
four very real women who lived 
boldly in France during the French 
Revolution’s Reign of Terror, this 
fast-paced play directed by Gina 
Kaufmann centers on the lives of 
feminist playwright Olympe De 
Gouges, assassin Charlotte Corday, 
former queen Marie Antoinette, 
and Haitian rebel Marianne An-
gelle. These four hang out, murder 
Marat, lose their heads, and try to 
beat back the extremist insanity in 
revolutionary Paris. 

The director brings a cabaret aes-
thetic to Silverthorne’s production; 
audiences can expect a fluidity of 
performance space and interconnec-
tion between actors and audience.

The play premieres September 
19 and repeats on September 20, 
21, 26, 27, and 28 at 7:30 p.m., with 
a Sunday matinee on the 22nd at 2 
p.m. Tickets are available through 
eventbrite.com or by calling (413) 
768-7514.

Play Reading: Campus Unrest 



Contributions to NatureCulture are welcome. What are you interested in? 
Would you like to write about birds, weather, science of any kind? We need your 
input. Send articles for consideration to: science@montaguereporter.org. Thank you!

– Lisa McLoughlin, editor

W
A

R
R

EN
 O

N
D

R
A

S 
PH

O
TO

NatureCulture:
The Science Page
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By LISA MCLOUGHLIN

NORTHFIELD – The BBC has 
created a “climate change food cal-
culator” that tells you the impact of 
what you eat. The 2018 news article 
discusses the climate impact of indi-
vidual foods. 

Most of us are aware by now 
that beef is the highest polluter in 
terms of global warming gases. But 
the impact varies a lot depending 
on where the beef is raised: cattle 
raised on previous rainforest areas 
are associated with 12 times the 
greenhouse gas emissions of cattle 
raised on natural pastures. 

Our pastures in New England 
may not be naturally open spaces, 
but they have been here a long time, 
so sourcing meat locally could re-
ally reduce your carbon footprint. 
Note that a similar range of impact 
can be applied to chocolate and cof-
fee, two plant crops often grown in 
deforested areas. 

Still, even the best-sourced beef 
has a higher impact than any veg-
etable protein source. A quarter of 
greenhouse gas emissions globally 
come from food production, with 

58% of those emissions coming 
from animal products, and half from 
beef and lamb alone. The Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
recommends less meat and other 
animal products, more local and sea-
sonal food, and planning ahead and 
cooking creatively, so as not to have 
to throw food away. 

“What we eat is one of the most 
powerful drivers behind most of the 
world’s major environmental is-
sues, whether it’s climate change or 
biodiversity loss,” study researcher 
Joseph Poore told BBC News.

We are lucky to have so many 
sources of local food in our area. 
Farmers markets and farm stands 
in season, and buying direct from 
farms is possible throughout the val-
ley (check out buylocalfood.org). 
Coops tend to carry locally sourced 
meat including McCuskers in Buck-
land, Green Fields Market in Green-
field, River Valley in Northampton, 
the Leverett Village Coop, and the 
Quabbin Harvest Coop in Orange. 
Restaurants serving local meats in-
clude Great Falls Harvest in Turn-
ers Falls and the Gill Tavern in Gill, 
among others. 

Eating Local Food Lowers 
Your Carbon Footprint

Cattle grazing. (Creative Commons photo by Flickr user Andrew Gustar)

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN

TUCSON, AZ – According to NASA, the 500-me-
ter-wide asteroid Bennu may contain “unaltered materi-
al from the very beginning of our solar system.” 

NASA is currently studying Bennu by means of a 
spacecraft called OSIRIS-REx. This craft was designed 
to help discover the origins of the solar system, how 
planets form, and how life began with – among other 
things – spectrometers, which measure the presence of 
chemicals based on light absorption and emission. 

The OSIRIS-REx spectrometers picked up signs of 

hydrated minerals about a month before the spacecraft 
reached the asteroid, according to a 2019 Science News 
article by Lisa Grossman. Later they detected the pres-
ence of magnetite, which strengthened scientists’ confi-
dence in the past presence of water. 

Once a good place on Bennu’s rocky surface is iden-
tified, the spacecraft will land and collect pieces of 
asteroid dust smaller than 2 centimeters. The asteroid 
has multiple particle plumes of material blowing off it, 
more boulders and craters than anticipated, and may 
even contain caves. 

We can expect to get the samples in 2023, or slightly 
later, because all the surprises on Bennu have forced 
the NASA team to think creatively, adapting their strat-
egy to the conditions they discovered. In turn, the data 
collected up close has helped NASA update its Earth-
based computer models, so next time they will know 
how to read a surface covered with small boulders. 

Those readers worried about asteroids hitting Earth 
will be pleased to learn that NASA is planning its first 
test of DART, the Double Asteroid Redirection Test. 
In 2021 NASA will send a spacecraft to crash into a 
small asteroid that is part of a binary pair, a moon called 
Didymos B that orbits a larger body called Didymos 
A. Scientists will observe what happens to each part of 
the pair when they crash DART into the smaller moon 
in September 2022. Neither body is threatening Earth. 

R.I.P. Didymos B....

Asteroid Exploration... and Destruction

First Quarter
Thursday, 
September 5

Last Quarter
Saturday, 
September 21

New Moon
Saturday, 

September 28

Full Moon
Saturday, 

September 14

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN

FRANKLIN COUNTY – From 1999 to 2017 over 
702,000 Americans died from drug overdoses, with 
68% of those involving opioids, and 130 people every 
day die from opioids in the US. Opioid overdoses have 
skyrocketed to become the worst drug epidemic in mod-
ern history. Over 42,000 Americans died from opioid 
overdoses in 2016, which was more than deaths from 
automobile accidents or firearm-related homicides.

Massachusetts is especially hard-hit, with 30 deaths 
per 100,000 people in 2016, compared to about 14 
deaths per 100,000 in the rest of the United States. In 
Massachusetts, people aged 25 to 34 years are the most 
affected, with over 65 deaths per 100,000 people, and 
ages 35 to 44 not far behind with 60 deaths per 100,000 
people. Locally, most of us know someone affected by 
opioids.

According to the Center for Disease Control, opioids 
are not always a good option for chronic pain, while 
they may be effective for acute pain (lasting less than 
3 months). Some people are at high risk to develop an 
opioid use disorder, but anyone using an opioid for 
longer than two weeks can become physiologically de-
pendent on them. Addiction is exhibited by a loss of 

control, continued use despite harm, compulsive use, 
and cravings. 

There are special concerns for pregnant women 
who use opioids. The drugs enter the fetus through the 
bloodstream, and can create a dependency in the womb. 
Some babies (about 40%) will experience withdrawal af-
ter birth, a phenomenon known as neonatal abstinence 
syndrome (NAS). Similar to an adult’s withdrawal from 
addiction, this involves excessive crying, tremors, and 
difficulty sleeping and eating.

A study of 860 newborns, half of which had been ex-
posed to opioids in the womb, showed that the heads of 
the exposed babies were about 1 centimeter smaller on 
average. It has not been shown yet whether this means 
the babies have smaller brains, but the researchers will 
continue to study them to see if they have cognitive im-
pairment or behavioral problems. The study that found 
the size differential for skulls, first published last De-
cember in Pediatrics and reported upon by Aimee Cun-
ningham in the January 2019 issue of Science News, 
included among the NAS babies those whose mothers 
had taken buprenorphine or methadone used to treat ad-
diction. 

Instead of these medication-assisted treatments, cur-
rent research recommends gradual withdrawal during 
pregnancy, which researchers believe will not harm the 
fetus. In the past, the recommendation had been to use 
the medication-assisted treatments if a woman was preg-
nant, a recommendation which still holds for women who 
have had difficulty with a past attempt at withdrawal.

Besides being dangerous to pregnant women and 
their fetuses (and later, babies), opioids prescribed be-
fore pregnancy could also affect the fetus. Women who 
were prescribed opioids within three months of becom-
ing pregnant were 2.5 times as likely to have a child 
with autism spectrum symptoms. 

Resources available in Franklin County to help with 
opioid addiction include:

Drug helpline: (888) 633-3239
Health Care Resources Center: 177 Shelburne 

Road, Greenfield, (413) 774-3321 
Clean Slate: 1 Arch Place, Third floor, Greenfield, 

(413) 376-4343
Northern Hope Center: 298 Federal Street, Green-

field, (413) 733-1423

The Dangers of  Opioid Use

A rocky region near Bennu’s equator.
(NASA/Goddard/University of  Arizona photo)

Mountains of  the moon. (ASA/GSFC/Arizona State University photo)

Opioids are a leading cause of  death in Massachusetts. 
(Creative Commons photo by Flickr user Don Johnston LC)

September 2019 
Moon Calendar
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THURS 9/5    8 pm
Falltown String Band

FRI  9/6    9:30 pm
Immortal Jellyfish

SAT 9/7       9:30 pm
Woody & Sunshine

SUN 9/8       11 am
Jazz Brunch 
w/Soul Jazz

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EVENTS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Flourish with Grit, Turners Falls: 
A Trio of Poets. Cindy Snow, 
Amanda Lou Doster, and Amy 
Gordon read from their work 
published by Slate Roof Press. 
Refreshments. 6:30 p.m.
Looky Here, Greenfield: The Big 
Draw. Figure drawing session 
with a model in monthly ses-
sions. $ donation. 7 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Falltown String Band. 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Don-
na the Buffalo. Roots band with a 
danceable groove. $. 8 p.m.
North Village Smokehouse, 
Millers Falls: TNT Karaoke. 
9:30 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Im-
mortal Jellyfish. 9:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
First Congregational Church, 
Greenfield: Music of Activism. 
Performers include Juan Pedra-
za, Fiery Hope, Mary Wheelan, 
Visioning Bear Singers, and 
Musica Franklin. Donations wel-
come. 10 a.m.
FAB Fashion, Turners Falls: Fab 
Fashion Open Model Castings. 
FAB is casting men and women 
runway models for Fashion Pas-
sion on September 20 through 
22 during Turners Falls Fash-
ion Week. Women should wear 
heels. All models to provide 
hard copy photo with contact in-
formation. Info: richie@ricierich-
ardsonfab.com. 3 p.m.
Wendell Free Library: Movie, 
Lost in Space Movie. Dr. Zach-
ery Smith works on hyperdrive 
gates to evacuate Earth to 
planet Alpha Prime after global 
warming makes life unbearable. 
Preceded by an episode of Fire-
ball XL5. Part of the Sci-Fi/Hor-
ror Fantasy series. 7:30 p.m.
Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Ari & Mia Friedman, 
Roger Street. $. 7:30 p.m.

St. James Church, Greenfield: 
Dance Spree. Freestyle boogie: 
no shoes, no alcohol, no rules. 
$. 7:30 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Woody & Sunshine. 9:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Jazz 
Brunch with Soul Jazz. 11 a.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Traditional Quebecois Session.  
3 p.m.
FAB Fashion, Turners Falls: Fab 
Fashion Open Model Castings. 
See Saturday’s listing. 3 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
TNT Karaoke. 9 p.m.

EXHIBITS
Artspace Gallery, Green-
field: Watercolors by Ruth 
Oland-Stuckey. Her style takes 
inspiration from the Japanese 
watercolor masters depicting 
landscapes, fruits, branches, 
and other elements from nature. 
Through September 20. 
Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts 
& Arts Center: Susan Valentine 
Open Studio and Exhibit. Sep-
tember 5 through September 
29. Reception Sunday, Septem-
ber 8, 4 p.m.

Brattleboro Museum & Art Cen-
ter: New exhibits for the sum-
mer include beach scenes, 
activist photography by Dona 
McAdams, immersive installa-
tions, steel sculpture, and more. 
Through September 23. 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Speaking for 
the Trees. Paintings by Cindi 
Oldham. What if, in addition to 
sustaining us, trees were sen-
tient? What if they had commu-
nities and wept for each other? 
What if they nursed and cared 
for their young? Would that 

change everything? Opening 
reception Saturday September 
7, 1 p.m. Tree walk at 2 p.m. 
Through September.
Greenfield Gallery: Linda Leigh-
ton: From The Gardens. Pho-
tographer’s thoughtful medita-
tions on a garden theme. 
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Paintings and sculpture by 
Annaleah Gregoire. Gregoire 
draws inspiration from exam-
ining issues such as the en-
croachment of technology on 
the natural world and incorpo-

rates many techniques such as 
ceramics, bronze casting, laser 
cutting and 3D printing. 
Nina’s Nook, Turners Falls: 
Mapping the Body. Multi-media 
installation by Nancy Lauten-
bach featuring her Pod series 
inspired by the female form in 
collage, drawings, and sculp-
ture. September 12 through 
October 26. 
Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Karen Iglehart: Entering 
Abstraction through Color. Oil 
paintings. Carson Converse: 

Drop-In Teen Center

Mon, Tues, Fri:
2:30 to 6 p.m.

Weds, Thurs:
2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

CALL FOR ART
Nina’s Nook in Turners Falls 
invites artists to submit erotic 
art for Triple SSS 2020: Sen-
sual, Sexual, Smut. Submit 
up to three jpegs to erotic- 
art2020@gmail.com by Jan-
uary 15. A $10 participation 
fee is asked at drop off to help 
with expenses relating to the 
reception. 

Modern Art Quilts. Dawn Sieb-
el: The Endangered. Reception 
for the three exhibits on Sunday 
September 8, 3 p.m.
Shelburne Arts Coop, Shel-
burne Falls: Local Color. Art 
inspired by the landscape of 
western Mass by member art-
ists. Through September. 

Cindi Oldham, "Unity Street," oil on canvas, 9" x 12". 
Turners Falls artist Oldham asks whether thinking about trees and plants as 
sentient beings would influence our actions in Speaking for the Trees, a show 

of  paintings and related text at the Great Falls Discovery Center during 
September. The Center is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A reception 

and tree walk are planned for this Saturday, September 7, at 1 p.m. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
10 Forward, Greenfield: Tou-
louse Control, Actual Rose, Sam 
Gas Can, Botanica Wilde, and 
karaoke. $. 8 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Scotty K’s Open Mic. 8 p.m.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Music in the Morning. Song, 
movement, laughter for young 
children and their caregivers. 
Marcy Gregoire and Hilary Lake 
with puppets, costumes, instru-
ments. $. 10:30 a.m.
Hawks & Reed: Comedy with 
Jon Ross. In the Wheelhouse. 
8 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Shout Lulu. 7 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Sal-
sa Wednesday. With McCoy and 
DJ Roger Jr. $. 8 p.m.

dance and luring song. $. 8 p.m.
North Village Smokehouse, 
Millers Falls: TNT Karaoke. 
9:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Presentation, Al-
vah Crocker. Learn about the 
founder of Turners Falls with 
Cliff Schexnayder, author of 
Builders of the Hoosac Tunnel. 
Followed by question and an-
swer period. 1 p.m.
10 Forward, Greenfield: Tradi-
tional Music Session. 3 p.m. 
Antenna Cloud Farm, Gill: Jen 
Curtis & Friends. Violist Jen 
Curtis with pianist Jeanette 
Fang and members of the Me-
lodic Refuge Orchestra with an 
eclectic mix of styles and com-
positions. $. 3 p.m.
St. James Church, Greenfield: 
Greenfield Drum & Dance. Afri-
can dance, followed by a Drum 
and Dance instead of the usual 
Dance Spree. $. 6 p.m.
Looky Here, Greenfield: David 
Liebe Hart (Adult Swim) live 
show & movie screening, Shrek 
Retold. $. 7 p.m.
Memorial Hall, Shelburne: 
Ropes. (See Friday listing.) $. 
7 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Duke Robillard Band. $. 7 p.m.
Montague Center: Montague 
Common Hall Open Mic #35. 
Big-town performance in a tiny 
village. Donation. 7:30 p.m.
Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse, 
Wendell: Lunar Carnival. Ener-
gizing and inspiring bohemian 
sounds with a magical blend of 
soulful harmonies. To benefit 
Launchspace at the Orange In-
novation Center. Dessert-O-Ra-
ma, coffee and tea, fun for all 
ages. Donation. $. 7:30 p.m.
St. James Church, Greenfield: 
Dance Spree. Freestyle boogie: 
no shoes, no alcohol, no rules. 
$. 7:30 p.m.
10 Forward, Greenfield: Boy 
Harsher tour kickoff, featuring 
Sibling. $. 8 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Antenna Cloud Farm, Gill: Jen 
Curtis & Friends. (See Saturday 
listing.) Indoor concert. $. 3 p.m.
Memorial Hall, Shelburne: 
Ropes. (See Friday listing.) $. 7 
p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Tra-
ditional Irish Music in the Wheel-
house. 7 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Greenfield Library: Movie, The 
Natural History of the Chicken. 
Documentary looking at Amer-
ica’s $40 billion a year poultry 
industry and a humorous look at 
domestic chickens and the peo-
ple raising them. 10 a.m.
10 Forward, Greenfield: Little 
Arcs, Kimaya Diggs, and Elea-
nor Levine. Sweet night of pre-
cious songs. $. 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The 
O-Tones, Girls From Mars. $. 
6:30 p.m.
Memorial Hall, Shelburne: 
Ropes. Play about three brothers 

killing time in an airport on their 
way to their estranged father’s 
last tightrope walk. Footlights at 
the Falls production. $. 7 p.m.
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Paula Bradley, 
Rafe Wolman. Great Falls Cof-
feehouse Series presents old-
time and early country music 
with Paula and Rafe. A lively 
and joyful musical celebration 
that includes songs and tunes 
with some clogging. Coffee and 
baked goods available. Suggest-
ed donation $6 to $15. 7 p.m.
Montague Common Hall, Mon-
tague: String Sextets in Sep-
tember. Mohawk Trail Concerts 
presents Adaskin String Trio and 
the Elm City Ensemble perform-
ing Dvorak and Brahms, while 
photography by Liz Gardner is 
projected. Free for 16 and un-
der. $. 7:30 p.m.
10 Forward, Greenfield: Immate-
rial Possession, Camo by Cam-
ouflage, Underwear. Hypnotic 

CALL FOR DESIGNERS
ReVamp is an upcycled fash-
ion show as part of FAB Fash-
ion Passion 2019, September 
21 and 22 in Turners Falls. 
This call is for wearable piec-
es made from recycled cloth-
ing or other materials, with 
creative interpretation and 
whimsy encouraged. Work-
shops will be held before the 
event; contact Rachel Teumin 
at rteumin@gmail.com for 
more information.
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Traprock Center for Peace and Justice
Working for peace, social and environmental 
justice locally, nationally and internationally, 

we value and support local media.
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For Owners Seeking Recurring Service
Now Scheduling Spring Clean-Ups

background music being played 
or an atmosphere so resonant you 
come away remembering back-
ground music. Both times I’ve vis-
ited, I spent several hours happily 
immersed in the museum’s time-
less feel. 

The current exhibit, up through 
October 20, presents 46 examples 
of contemporary icons created by 
16 iconographers working in a style 
developed by the school’s founder, 
Vladislav Andrejev. Andrejev, who 
had been prohibited from practic-
ing religious art during the Soviet 
era, emigrated from Russia to the 
US in 1980. 

The Prosopon School’s style is 
imbued with “a vitality and energy 
reflective of the school’s American 
experience,” signage in the muse-
um states. Prosopon School icons 
are further described as “intuitive 
and gestural,” “youthful, free, and 
somewhat playful.” 

This distinction will be better 
understood if you save this exhib-
it for last, visiting the second floor 
of the museum first. After viewing 
some of the very old, amazingly or-
nate icons in the museum’s perma-
nent collection, the brighter colors 
and looser physicality of the icons 
of the Prosopon School will seem 
more striking. 

A Flea Market Find
The museum had its humble be-

ginnings in a Moscow flea market. 
Gordon B. Lankton, a plastics en-
gineer who worked his way up to 
become president of Nypro, an in-

ARTBEAT from page B1

Icons from the Prosopon School of  Iconology and Iconography, which are brighter and more lively than 
their older counterparts, form the current exhibit at the Museum of  Russian Icons in Clinton, MA.   
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ternational injection molded plas-
tics company in Clinton, picked 
up an icon at a flea market in 1989 
while on a business trip to open a 
Nypro factory in Russia. The mu-
seum’s collection now includes 
over 1,000 icons and related items, 
including icons dating back as far 
as the 15th century. 

The museum’s vision is to “en-
hance relations between Russia 
and the United States through the 
medium of art, especially Russian 
icons,” a vision that seems partic-
ularly vital, even urgent, in these 
dangerously divided times. 

The museum opened in a for-
mer mill building across the street 
from the Nypro buildings in Clinton 
in 2006, and has expanded several 
times to include a modern addition 
and an adjacent former courthouse 
and police station. Several barred, 
brick holding cells in the basement 
of the police station now serve as 
small rooms in which to view vid-
eos on the making of icons or other 
relevant topics. 

Throughout the museum an au-
dio tour, which you can patch into 
using your phone or by picking up 
a headset, provides information on 

selected icons, and there are vid-
eo screens at various stations pro-
viding supplemental information. 
Some of the icons that include par-
ticularly small details have magni-
fying glasses hanging on cords on 
the wall nearby – a nice touch, and 
one that served to increase my curi-
osity as well as my sense of being 
well taken care of by the museum.

Down in one of the holding cells, 
a video shows Vladislav Andrejev, 
founder of the Prosopon School, 
explaining through a voice-over 
interpreter that, for the icon paint-
er, the religious subject of his or 

her work is not only “depicted on 
the board but also realized in one’s 
soul.” It was interesting to think of 
painting as a spiritual act as well 
as a physical one, evidenced by 
the tools and materials displayed 
in a nearby glass case: tempera 
paints, brushes, pigments, a mortar 
and pestle for grinding them, and 
sheets of gold leaf. 

A self-serve tea room adjacent 
to the old holding cells offers tea, 
coffee and packaged Russian choc-
olates and cookies. The walls are 
lined with samovars, the highly dec-
orative metal urns used to boil water 
and make tea in Russia, and a glass 
cabinet currently holds examples of 
the intricately painted red, black and 
gold woodenware known as Khokh-
loma. On the first floor, there’s also 
a research library in the Center for 
Icon Studies, which can be visited 
by prior appointment. 

After my visit, as I was revisiting 
the museum’s website, I found this 
statement: “To the Orthodox believ-
er, icons are considered to be a win-
dow or portal into the holy.” 

In that sense, we are all voyeurs, 
peering through for a glimpse of 
the divine. 

 
The Museum of Russian Icons, 

203 Union Street, Clinton, MA 
01510. Open Tuesdays through 
Fridays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Satur-
days and Sundays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, contact 
info@museumofrussianicons.org 
or (978) 598-5000.
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