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Wendell Residents Pack Hearing
In Opposition to 10-Acre Solar Array Closing, Moving, Merging...

By JOSH HEINEMANN

On Monday evening, the Wen-
dell planning board hearing about
a ten-acre solar project lasted over
two hours, most of it taken up by
statements by Wendell residents
opposed to the proposal. Not one

of the close to 70 Wendell residents
who spoke was in favor of this proj-
ect, although most said they did
support solar electricity generation
on a smaller scale and in an appro-
priate location.

Andrew Vardakis, representative
from the California-based company

Sunpin Solar Development, LLC
opened the discussion by outlining
changes the company had made,
with the help of Tighe and Bond, in
response to an earlier session of this
hearing addressing storm water run-
off, access and screening.

The property at the southeast
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Nearly 70 residents came out Monday night to express their opposition
10 a proposed solar development on a woodlot near the village center.

Six-Town Study Proceeds,
Without Pioneer School
Committee’s Approval

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE - Tuesday night saw the latest
meetup of the “civic leaders” of Gill and Montague to
discuss the future of local public education. The group’s
focus has swung toward creating a planning board to
study the possibility of a six-town region with Northfield,
Leyden, Bernardston, and Warwick.

Leyden municipal assistant Michele Giarusso was the
only envoy from those towns, which are currently joined
together as the Pioneer Valley regional district. The Pio-
neer school committee, Giarusso said, is uninterested in
supporting the study, and has so far declined to put the
topic on their agenda. The selectboards and town meet-
ings of all four towns have made an end run around the
committee, voting directly to support the study process.

“The school committee is not in favor of this — it’s
loud and clear,” Giarusso told the assembled Montague
and Gill officials. “I think the school committee is afraid

see STUDY page A5

corner of New Salem and Morse
Village roads, owned by Eleanor
Wetherby, is 24 acres, of which 10
acres would be cleared and fenced
in to contain the solar panels, and 13
acres will include a 100-foot buffer.
The panel area would be cleared and
the stumps ground, with the chips
left in place. Outside the panel area,
stumps would be left. Three con-
tainment basins would catch runoff,
and grading would be done only for
access roads and the catch basins.
Dan Leahy, the first Wendell
resident to speak, said industrial
solar development is “completely
inappropriate for what | believe we
hold dear in Wendell.” He said he

see SOLAR page A5
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Green Energy at Home?
Read The Fine Print!

By JEFF SINGLETON and MIKE JACKSON

MONTAGUE - Local readers may have recently
received offers in the mail to change the company that
supplies their electricity from their current supplier,
such as Eversource, to a company called CleanChoice
Energy, which offers “100% renewable energy.”

CleanChoice says that their electricity, produced pri-
marily by wind power, “costs more than polluting ener-
gy,” but will “not produce carbon dioxide or contribute
to air pollution.” One flyer lists the benefits of clean en-
ergy as reducing air pollution, reducing “toxic waste,”
and promoting a “better future.”

We reviewed promotional material from Clean-
Choice that two members of the Montague Reporter
staff — managing editor Mike Jackson and features edi-
tor Nina Rossi — recently received in the mail. Jackson’s
mailer was multicolored and reassuring. “It couldn’t be
easier to choose clean energy,” he was told.

see GREEN page A2

The Week in Turners Falls Sports

By MATT ROBINSON

This week was a very good week
for Turners Falls sports.

In the second full week of the
2019 fall season, the volleyball
team went 2-and-0 to take sole pos-
session of the league lead, the field
hockey team blanked their oppo-
nents, the cheer squad roused the
crowd, the golf team got a week’s
rest and the Mohawk co-op football
team made their debut.

Field Hockey
TFHS 2 — Mahar 0
TFHS 3 — Holyoke 0

Turners Falls is a defensive field
hockey team. They can keep the puck
out of the goal. This week, while
their defense held tight, their offense
went on the attack. As a result, Blue
scored 5 goals in two games while
holding their opponents to zilch.

On Thursday, September 12,
Powertown defeated the Mahar
Senators 2-0. This was Turners’ sec-

ond home game of the young sea-
son, and the crowd seemed more
comfortable and much louder.

The first half of Thursday’s game
was a shutout for both teams, but
most of the play was in the Mahar

side. In the second half, Blue final-
ly found the goal. At 23:56, Kaylin
\oudren fed the ball to Olivia Whit-
tier who shot it in. Then, with 9:35
left in the game, Voudren slapped

see TFHS SPORTS page A7
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Turners’ Brynn Tela fires the ball into the goal as the Thunder rolls past Holyoke
High School with a 3-0 win. Kendra Campbell earned an assist on the play.
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Downtown Update: Opening,

ROSSIIRHE/NE,

Stenhonse Vintage and Handmade is combining with sister shop
Flourish With Grit at the Stenhouse location on Avenue A.
They will re-open as “Iwo Birds” this Saturday, September 21.

By NINA ROSSI

TURNERS FALLS - Anyone
familiar with the retail timeline of
former Northeast mill towns like
Turners Falls will realize that some
things will always remain, while
auxiliary retail fluxes with the fash-
ions of the day. Though locations
and names may have changed over
the past few decades, Turners Falls
has faithfully maintained at least
one of the following: a pizza joint, a
hardware store, a social club, diner,
a thrift store, a theater, a bar, a pack-
age store, and a gas station.

That list leaves out a lot that
one might desire, either for conve-
nience’s sake or just for the heck of
it — our neighbors across the river
have been battling over a version
of that issue for several decades in
their “big box store” controversy —
but here we are, 2019, and Turners
Falls is undergoing several chang-
es in its retail life right now.

New businesses are being born,
ventures are combining, shops are
moving, expanding, or shrinking,
and there are several rumors sur-
rounding a few prime locations
that still defy investigation.

Nevertheless, I’ve poked my
stick into the gyre to come up with
these updates.

The most obvious change that
meets the eye these days is that the
Flourish With Grit shop on the cor-
ner of Avenue A and Third Street
has closed, as has the Stenhouse
Vintage & Handmade store two
doors down. Fans of both need not
fear: they may soon rummage at a
new, combined version of the two
businesses, as owners Alison Wil-
liams and Erin Wilensky debut a
joint venture called Two Birds this
Saturday, September 21.

Expect the same tasteful com-
bination of vintage and handmade
goods as you enjoyed at the sep-
arate shops. This configuration
yields a slightly smaller footprint
for each, but buys them much
more time and flexibility for their
creative output.

Williams said the plan came up
in June, when the pair realized,
“We were both trying to do it all,
and so we thought, “Why don’t we
do this together?’” The two have
decided on a two-week rotation
that allows each five days on and

see DOWNTOWN page A4
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Trombley Back in the Mix
At Wastewater Plant

By JEFF SINGLETON

Bob Trombley is back at the
Montague Water Pollution Control
Facility (WPCF). Trombley, who
served as the plant’s superintendent
from 1993 to 2016, was hired by the
Montague selectboard at its Sep-
tember 16 meeting to the temporary
position of “Consulting Superinten-
dent.” He will assist operator Kev-
in Boissonnault, who was elevated
to “Interim Superintendent” at the
same meeting, until the town hires
a new WPCEF chief.

Former superintendent Bob Mc-
Donald resigned two weeks ago to
accept a job running a sewer treat-
ment plant in Templeton.

There is a certain irony in the
plan for Trombley to jump back into
the plant to fill the void left by Mc-
Donald’s quick exit. When he left
the plant in June 2016, the town had
not begun the search process to hire
a new superintendent. Trombley’s
original plan had been to remain su-
perintendent until the end of 2016,
giving the selectboard time to hire
a replacement, but he and his staff
became embroiled in a conflict with
town officials over a reorganization
plan the staff had proposed.

When the selectboard rejected
their proposal without a public meet-
ing, arguing that it would require
negotiated changes in union con-
tracts, Trombley decided to retire six
months sooner, requiring the town to
hire an interim superintendent.

None of that history was men-
tioned at this week’s selectboard
meeting. “We have a really good
management team in place for the
short term,” said town administrator
Steve Ellis. “Bob Trombley brings
a lot of knowledge, experience, and
expertise, and he and Kevin will be
a terrific team.”

In an interview with this news-
paper, Trombley did not comment
on the earlier controversy either. He
said he had returned to the plant to
“bridge the gap” until the town hired
another superintendent. “Right now
I’m just trying to get up to speed on
the issues,” he said.

The issues include a project to
reduce excess infiltration and inflow
into the Millers Falls section of the
sewer system before the winter; a
review of all permits with industrial
users mandated by the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency; and
the need to redirect a state grant,

see MONTAGUE page A6
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Striking Poses

In the course of a year, a wave
of “climate strikes” initated by Eu-
ropean schoolchildren has grown
into a nascent worldwide social
movement. Student walkout ac-
tions in May claimed hundreds of
thousands of participants in cen-
ters like Australia, France, Ger-
many, and Italy, and this Friday,
September 20 has been set for an
“intergenerational” strike event.

What makes a protest action a
strike?

“[I7t will only be a success on
the scale we need if lots of people
who aren’t the regular suspects
join in,” Bill McKibben writes in
The Guardian this week. “Many
people, of course, can’t do with-
out a day’s pay, or work for bosses
who who would fire them if they
missed work. So it really matters
that those of us with the freedom
to rally do so.”

A strike is a strike when it is
a withdrawal of participation. A
strike’s impact is the consequence
of that withdrawal; its leverage is
the threat the strike will spread, or
attract enough support to last, or at

GREEN from page A1

Rossi’s flyer reflected a different
marketing strategy. “Important No-
tice Action Requested,” the heading
reads, printed in capital white letters
against a large band of black. The
flyer has the look and feel of a dis-
connection warning. There is also no
immediate mention of CleanChoice
Energy, but rather the utility Ever-
source is listed on the top of the bill
as the “Utility Company.”

“At first I thought it was an offi-
cial notice from Eversource that they
were offering renewable energy,”
says Rossi. “l could wipe my con-
science clean by signing up for this.”

These marketing techniques
are, to a great degree, the product
of what is called “deregulation” of
the utility industry. The goal was
to bring competition into an indus-
try formerly dominated by regional
monopolies. Though many compa-
nies retained regional monopolies
over distribution — some, like Ever-
source (formerly WMECO0), grew
larger — the production of electric
power became competitive.

To comply with 1997 state leg-
islation, the electric companies had
to divest themselves of generation
facilities — mostly coal, gas, and
nuclear power plants at the time —
allowing consumers to choose the
company that generated their power,
although Eversource also offered its
own supplier as the default choice
for the consumer.

Twenty years later, consumers
can take advantage of the market to

least be repeated in the future.

Younger people, according to
polls, are more likely to believe
in the reality of anthropogenic cli-
mate change, and are more likely
to worry about it. It makes sense
that students would be at the van-
guard of a movement, and that they
would assert their power through
ditching class en masse.

It would be odd if the “inter-
generational” response to their
rebellion were a showcase of the
“freedom to rally” by exactly
those adults who face little or no
consequences for doing so.

Over 1,000 workers at Ama-
zon’s Seattle headquarters have
pledged to walk out on Friday,
and their announcement has been
echoed by 400 Google employees,
and smaller numbers at Microsoft
and Facebook. Fifty tech workers
in Boston have pledged to walk out
and join a rally at City Hall Plaza.

But the upper deck of the high-
tech sector is the only site of overt,
pre-announced workplace activism
around the “strike” in this country.
It will be interesting to see if any-

deliberately purchase electricity at
a premium from *“third-party” sup-
pliers such as CleanChoice, which
focus on renewable sources in their
portfolios.

Mostly Wind

The company’s flyers reviewed
by the Reporter offer an energy sup-
ply generated 99% by wind and 1%
by solar. A table compares this with
the overall “fuel mix” in the New
England electric grid, which it says
is currently 49% natural gas, 30%
nuclear, and only 16% renewable.

Customers may wonder how
much they would actually be sup-
porting the development of renew-
able wind and solar power by sign-
ing up with CleanChoice. To under-
stand this, we must first look at how
switching suppliers actually works.

Your actual electricity would still
be coming from the regional pow-
er grid — separate sets of wires do
not connect homes to renewable or
non-renewable generators.

“Once your form is received,”
the flyers explain, “every kilowatt of
electricity in [your] home will be re-
plenished on to the grid by wind and
solar farms in your area.”

CleanChoice, in other words,
serves as a broker. Your electricity
bill, which comes from your dis-
tributor, partly covers money owed
the supplier. CleanChoice takes the
money you pay for your power us-
age and then purchases an equivalent
amount of a product called RECs, or
“renewable energy certificates,” is-
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Montague selectboard members Mike Nelson and Chris Boutwell, state senator Jo Comerford, and town
administrator Steve Ellis join Ja’Duke owners Kimberly Williams and Nick Waynelovich, Sr. as they
officially cut the ribbon at the performing arts centers brand-new 500-seat theater last Friday evening.
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one else walks out, and what kind
of support they receive. In the UK,
Germany, and elsewhere, labor fed-
erations have called for workplace
activism, if not stoppages.

If this is, in fact, a strike move-
ment, it will need to figure out how
to discourage retaliation against
students and workers who actually
strike. (To emphasize this point, it’s
worth mentioning that locally, the
two schools we see mentioned in ad-
vance press for Friday actions are the
Four Rivers Public Charter School
and the private Center School.)

Sixty groups endorse a Climate
Emergency March for a just Future
in Northampton; “scores” of orga-
nizations have joined the Franklin
County Global Climate Alliance
Network, which has called a rally at
5 p.m. on the Greenfield common.

sued by wind and solar generators.

Each REC represents one mega-
watt-hour of electricity generated
and sent into the electric grid. They
are issued to power suppliers, and
sold and traded on a market. Your
cost will probably be higher than the
value of the RECs, which is how the
broker makes money.

“For customers in your region,”
the copy reads, “CleanChoice En-
ergy procures renewable energy
certificates from the following
states: MA, NY, NH, CT, ME, RI,
PAand VT.”

As it turns out, however, not all
RECs in this “region” are created
equal. The Green Energy Consumers
Alliance, for example, advises envi-
ronmentally-minded customers to
only purchase “Class 1 RECs” from
New England states.

“In places like Texas or Penn-
sylvania,” the Alliance explained in
a 2015 blog post, “huge renewable
energy projects can be built for less.
It’s an economy of scale; 100 wind
turbines in a project are cheaper
per turbine than a project with 1 or
2. Because of the low cost to build
the project and other renewable in-
centives, revenue from RECs are not
necessary for project feasibility in
these places.”

In other words, purchasing your
power from CleanChoice will incen-
tivize more power from renewable
sources into the grid. But it is unclear
whether the RECs the company is
buying are subsidizing wind farms
in places like Gloucester, or the Al-
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Both coalitions also urge people to
take the bus in to Boston for the day.
Extinction Rebellion and the
Sunrise Movement have called
a walkout at UMass-Amherst, a
lunchtime vigil is planned in Spring-
field, and people will hold up signs
along a road in Shelburne Falls.

We suppose there’s something to
be said for “stand up and be count-
ed,” a mobilization of the converted
with the goal of encouraging politi-
cians to take action.

But as far as the United States
goes, if these symbolic rallies
are all that is meant by a “climate
strike,” we find it unlikely that the
movement will continue to develop
once this primary season reaches
its conclusion and the nation gets
down into the grim business of a
general election.

legheny Mountains.

Attempts to reach a representative
of CleanChoice for clarification as to
where the company purchases RECs
were unsuccessful as of press time.

Bait and Switch?

The other question — and per-
haps, for many consumers, the
larger one — is just how much
switching would cost.

CleanChoice offers a price —
12.30 cents per kilowatt-hour — and
compares it with that of the “stan-
dard generation service” at 11.70
cents per kWh.

But then, in rather crowded fine
print, the offer states that this “intro-
ductory price” will only last for three
months, and then be replaced by a
variable rate influenced by a range of
factors: “your variable rate may be
higher than your utility rate or other
supplier rates.”

A 2018 article in Crain’s Chi-
cago Business by senior utilities
reporter Steve Daniels offers one
example of what might happen to a
consumer opting into this premium
product. Daniels writes that his own
parents had signed up with Clean-
Choice at 8.7 cents per kWh a year
earlier, and that “in the month fol-
lowing the introductory period the
price spiked.... the price kept going
up —10.6 cents, then 11.1, then 13.4
and finally 14.8. That last price, in
effect for four months in late 2017
and early 2018, was more than dou-
ble ComEd’s price at the time.”

A 2019 study commissioned by

CORRECTIONS:

Beth Jakob alerted us to “two
small errors” in last week’s Wendell
selectboard coverage (September 12,
2019, Upkeep, Bees’ Needs Weighed
At Wendell Veterans” Memorial).

First, we referred to her and Adam
Porter as “downstream abutters of
Bowen’s Pond.” They are upstream.

Second, we were apparently mis-
taken in writing that the state Office
of Dam Safety told the owners of the
dam supporting that pond that the
dam must be repaired or removed.

“The last dam inspection revealed
things that should be done at some
point,” Beth clarifies, “but I don’t
think it gave a timeline.”

We apologize to our readers for
these errors! Let the record hereby
stand corrected.

state attorney general Maura Healey
argued that deregulation and com-
petition have not saved most con-
sumers money. The study estimates
that electricity users who purchased
from the competitive market in
Massachusetts paid $253 million
more over a three-year period than
they would have had they bought
power from the company chosen by
their electric utility.

Surprisingly, the attorney gener-
al’s report found that participation
rates in the competitive market were
higher in low income communities.
It did not explain why low-income
participation in the private market
was relatively high, nor did it ana-
lyze why residents who were losing
money continued to participate in
the competitive market.

One possibility, though, is that
companies in the competitive mar-
ket tend to initially offer low “teaser
rates,” which then rise significantly
after a few months, and consumers
are slow to adjust.

CleanChoice admits up front that
its bills may be higher than the norm,
because “supporting new renewable
energy costs more than polluting
energy.” But the consumer may still
need to beware. Predatory marketing
practices have been endemic in the
competitive energy sector, and as
more and more consumers are will-
ing to pay a little extra to feel they
are helping spur a shift away from
fossil fuels, we may now be
seeing a new variation on an
established grift.
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There is a community meeting
tonight (Thursday, September 19)
at 6 p.m. at the Covenant Church,
19 Bridge Street to gather resi-
dents’ input on the redevelopment
of Millers Falls.

The Montague Planning De-
partment’s “Millers on the Move”
campaign will document the com-
munity’s priorities for future de-
velopment. Residents and business
owners from Millers Falls and Erv-
ingside are welcome to attend.

I wanted to let you know about a
pop-up clothing giveaway event in
Greenfield on Friday, September 20
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Ley-
den Woods housing development.
The Cummington-based non-profit
It Takes A Village is taking its show
on the road to distribute free mater-
nity, infant, and children’s cloth-
ing and equipment.

There are no income or resi-
dency requirements to take home
items. They also will be accepting
donations of clean children’s cloth-
ing as well as disposable and cloth
diapers.

Bingo is back on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at
Greenfield Savings Bank, 282 Ave-
nue A, Turners Falls. Debbie Fritz is
the guest caller. GSB will provide
cards, gag prizes and some light re-
freshments. Seating will be on a first

By ANNA GYORGY

WENDELL - September 20 to
27 will see a wave of popular move-
ment around the world, speaking out
for the climate, demanding action.

The student school strikes on
Fridays, “Fridays for Future,”
initiated by then 15-year-old Swed-
ish student Greta Thunberg, have
spread far and wide. This Friday,
September 20, and during the UN
climate summit in NYC, actions
will take place in NYC, Boston,
and some 150 countries around the
world. (See globalclimatestrike.net)

It’s happening in western Mass
too, with rallies in Greenfield (on
the Town Common, Friday, from 5
to 7 p.m.) and Northampton that all
can join. (Check out traprock.org/
calendar for more information.)

There’s still more: those going
to the annual North Quabbin Gar-
lic & Arts festival in Orange on
Saturday, September 28, can meet
members of the youth mobilizing
Sunrise Movement, and Extinction
Rebellion MA. Both groups have
grown dramatically through their
recent well-planned direct actions
for climate action.

Available in the “Portal to the
Future” area behind the festival’s
main stage, at 2 p.m. they will
give one of the Renewable Ener-
gy & Local-Living Talks there.
(For speakers and other details, see
www.northquabbinenergy.org)

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

call, first reserve basis. Place your
call now to (413) 863-4316. Due to
limited space, no one will be admit-
ted without a reservation!

A reminder that Celebrate
Shutesbury will take place on the
Shutesbury Town Common from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, and the Gill Harvest
Festival is Sunday, September
22 from 12 to 3 p.m. on the Gill
Town Common.

The Great Falls Apple Corps
presents their last Pickle in the
Park of the season on Sunday,
September 22 at 1 p.m. Come out
to Unity Park and make a batch of
lacto-fermented pickles with veg-
etables donated from local farms.
All you need is some salt, and a
little elbow grease!

The Montague Cultural Council
provided a grant to ensure there are
supplies on hand for all participants.
Picklers of all ages and experience
welcome! Please direct any ques-
tions to greatfallsapplecorps@
gmail.com.

Looking ahead...

Montague Parks and Recreation
is hosting a Scarecrow Stuffing
Party on Saturday, September 28
from 12 to 2 p.m. at Unity Park
(rain date September 29). The fee
is $5 per scarecrow, or $3 if you
bring your own clothes. They are

The People

The current climate crisis has
not been caused by a few individ-
uals, but some have done more
to create the problem, and block
solutions, while others have sought
solutions — by blocking fossil fuel
pipelines, for example.

In late August, two figures were
remembered in obituaries, local
and national. How differently they
each lived and led, and impacted the
world recently left behind.

With his brother Charles, Deer-
field Academy alumnus David
Koch shared ownership of the
sprawling Koch Industries. Based in
fossil fuel extraction and transport,
the privately owned conglomerate
ranges from building materials to
synthetic (oil-based) fabrics. Their
goals: maximum expansion, with
minimum taxation and regulation.

David famously softened the
company’s sharp right-wing image
through multimillion-dollar dona-
tions, including to his private school
alma mater.

After David ran for Vice Pres-
ident on the 1972 Libertarian Par-
ty ticket, winning just 1% of the
vote, “The brothers realized,” as
journalist Jane Mayer wrote in her
2016 book Dark Money, “that their
brand of politics didn’t sell at the
ballot box.”

Mayer’s in-depth study of the
30-year, Koch-led process of mov-
ing political power in this country
to the right through setting up front

also accepting donations of long-
sleeved shirts and long pants at the
Rec office.

Over 120,000 Massachusetts
residents are living with demen-
tia, and numbers will be growing
as our communities age. Unfor-
tunately, lack of information, fear
and isolation often impact people
affected and their caregivers in our
communities. A Dementia Friend-
ly community is one that is safe,
respectful and inclusive of those
affected, in the same way that we
include fellow citizens of different
ages and abilities.

An interactive workshop, “Be-
coming a Dementia Friend,” will
present basic information about
dementia, what its effects are and
how it differs from normal aging,
some skills to help communication
with those with dementia, and some
ways to become more comfortable
with including folks with dementia
in our social life. We can affirm that
it is possible to have a good qual-
ity of life with dementia, and that
people with dementia are a valuable
part of our communities.

Presented on Tuesday, October 1
at 6:30 at Wendell Senior Center.

The League of Women Voters of
Franklin County (LWVFC) is host-
ing its third annual Civics Trivia
Night on Friday, October 4, 2019
at the Greenfield Elks Lodge, 3-5
Church Street in Greenfield. Doors
open at 7 p.m. with the trivia game
starting at 7:30. Questions will fea-
ture a variety of civics-related top-
ics, from political movies to current
affairs, and more.

This year’s Quizmasters are state
Senator Jo Comerford and Dr. Yves
Salomon-Fernandez, president of
Greenfield Community College.

There will be cash prizes, compli-
mentary snacks, and the evening
will close with a gift basket raffle.
The Trivia Night will raise money
for the League to continue conduct-
ing forums on various policy issues
and informational events, help cre-
ate a fund to subsidize membership
dues for the less advantaged, and
eventually a scholarship fund for lo-
cal high school students.
Admission is $10 per person,
with teams of up to eight people
allowed. A cash bar will be avail-
able. The LWVFC is a non-par-
tisan grassroots political organi-
zation that encourages informed
and active participation in gov-
ernment and works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues. For more informa-
tion you can visit them online:
Iwvma-franklincounty.org.

The 5th Annual Great River
Challenge Off-Road Triathlon
(GRC) is a non-traditional race,
consisting of paddle, run and bike
legs. Held on the Northfield Moun-
tain trails and scenic riverside ac-
cess, this event supports health and
wellness and the signature pro-
grams of the Northfield Kiwanis
Foundation for area children and
families.

Growing each year, the GRC at-
tracts racers and their supporters to
the beautiful Upper Pioneer Valley
of Massachusetts. Short and long
course options entice and challenge
novice to elite athletes of all ages,
participating individually or as a
team. To register and learn more,
visit  www.GreatRiverChallenge.
com. The race starts Saturday, Octo-
ber 5 at 9:30 a.m.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

Behind the Problems —
And the People Behind the Solutions

groups and making anonymous do-
nations to political races has not
received the attention or praise it
deserves.

She describes how the brothers
founded and funded a complex net-
work of extremist academic insti-
tutions, think tanks, and “activist”
organizations, and raised funds to
influence political races, especially
on local and state levels.

On the other side of the spec-
trum, there is peace activist Fran-
ces Crowe. Small in physical stat-
ure, she was great in her effect and
outreach, far beyond her home
town of Northampton.

The Kochs’ weapon of choice
was the manipulation of wealth
and planning for political and per-
sonal gain. Frances’s was building
with others for social and econom-
ic justice, peace, safe energy, and
democracy.

The Koch brothers’ 30-year
campaign to block and reverse un-
derstanding and action on climate
change helped steer the Republican
Party to complete denial of science,
and support for an expanded fos-
sil-based economy, affecting the
health of millions — and ultimately
the future of the planet.

Frances’ legacy, so different, lies
with her many friends, colleagues,
and seven-decade history of activ-
ism, in our valley and beyond. It
is one of “walking the talk.” Her
well-known political activism for

peace, safe energy, and environ-
mental and economic justice, was
practiced at home. She shopped
locally, avoided air and car travel,
and paid informal “taxes” to local
institutions and schools rather than
the federal war machine.

This September’s global out-
pouring demands action on climate
change. Perhaps a good project for
Deerfield Academy students would
be to dig behind the plaques on
buildings donated by David Koch,
to understand and reveal the impact
of the brothers” work.

Recent online articles and broad-
casts offer a start. Fresh Air and De-
mocracy Now! have featured inter-
views with Christopher Leonard on
his new book Kochland: The Secret
History of Koch Industries and Cor-
porate Power in America.

In another interview on the Real
News Network, climate scientist
Michael Mann describes the Koch
brothers’ influence on climate deni-
al: “The various cabinet members of
the Trump administration are a veri-
table who’s who of Koch Industries
and Koch brothers-affiliated lobby-
ists... Our policies on climate, on
energy, and a host of other matters,
have essentially been outsourced to
the Koch brothers.”

Through their intricate network
of so-called “citizen” and legisla-
tive organizations, and ability to
donate and organize mega-spending
from other billionaires, the Koch
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brothers blocked action on climate
change for the past three decades,
the crucial timeframe for prevent-
ing disastrous weather, CO, and
temperature increases, ice melting,
and uncontrolled fires.

The major anti-government po-
litical shift to the right also affects
far more than the physical climate,
increasing already-existing social,
racial, sexual and economic divides.

Instead of honoring David Koch
for his generous “philanthropy,” it
would be more fitting to challenge
his institutional donations, as is
being done now with those from
Jeffrey Epstein, the “opiate lords”
in the Sackler family, and others.
Such actions seem similar to re-
moving early 20"-century statues
honoring Civil War defenders of
slavery, symbols of oppression.

Frances and friends need no stat-
ues or plaques honoring their con-
tributions. The actions of people
around the globe this September,
and beyond, are in her tradition, and
will be part of her political legacy.

Anna Gyorgy is a member of the
board of directors of the Traprock
Center for Peace and Justice.
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DOWNTOWN from A1

nine days off. Wilensky also sells items at her
mother and stepfather’s store in New York and
does upholstery and furniture building when she
has the time, and Williams, who has moved her
studio to Greenfield, creates repurposed fashions
and leads workshops.

Two Birds will be in the former Stenhouse
space at 106 Avenue A. Next door at #110, a new
business quietly opened this summer called Tex-
tdr Blow Out Bar. I’ve definitely had blowouts
of one kind or another, most inconveniently on
the highway, but never this kind, which involves
“gently blow-drying your hair with a soft round
brush after a sumptuous wash to achieve a smooth
and sleek look, style and feel — no curling or flat
irons used!” according to their website.

The salon is open by appointment, and serves
as a satellite location for a Greenfield salon un-
der the same owner, Carleigh Dlugosz. Both
places also offer spray tanning, and you can get
special event and wedding up-dos and make-
overs, as well as a “Speed Glam” 30-minute
quickie, at the Turners Falls shop by appoint-
ment only: texturblowdrybar.com.

Brown paper is still up at the soon-to-be Up-
per Bend Cafe and Bruncheon next to Textdr,
with an October opening planned. (See our Au-
gust 8 edition.)

And the rumor mill is churning through con-
figurations of the much-missed Five Eyed Fox
on Third Street, as well as possibilities for the hot
corner spot where Flourish recently was, but this
writer has not been able to confirm anything on
either of those locations in time for this article.

Skipping across the Avenue, we’ve all been
hearing for a long time about a future Great
Falls Market buildout from restaurateurs Chris
Menegoni and Bridgette Chaffee at the Great
Falls Harvest; perhaps for long enough that eyes
are rolling a bit at the mere mention of it. But
I am very happy to say that | saw with my own
two eyes the brick-and-mortar renovations in-
side the space this week, and it’s pretty exciting.
The couple are planning grab-and-go cold and
hot foods, breakfast and lunch items from the
deli case, and some bulk food items. There will
be seating at a bar and tables, and coffee and
kombucha among other delights.

ROSS] PHOTO

Alison Williams of Flourish (pictured) and Erin
Wilensky of Stenhonse have combined their vintage and
handmade businesses to regpen this Saturday as “I'wo
Birds” at the former Stenbouse location on Avenne A.

When | spoke with Menegoni he said they are
going to test out the market during the Great Falls
Festival on October 19. In general, he says, “If it
doesn’t lose money, if it creates a few jobs, we
are happy. Our goal has never been about profit.”

There are currently two yoga businesses in
Turners Falls, and there will soon be a third, this
one offering hot yoga. Up-and-coming entrepre-
neur Mishel Ixchel, who also writes the Life +
Times of an Indie Mama column in this paper,
says she is opening her Fire and Embers studio
at 141 Second Street sometime in late October or
early November.

While Ixchel acknowledges that hot yoga
doesn’t appeal to everybody, those who do like it
are really into it. “The heated room allows for a
certain openness, and people can access postures
they aren’t usually able to,” she explains.

Nova Motorcycles owns the Second Street
property, and is renovating the space before Ix-
chel can finish her own buildout — or build-in,
rather, since Ixchel describes creating what will
essentially be a room within a room, a moist hot
box made with heated panels where thirty or so
folks can stretch and sweat. Get updates at fire-
andembers.com.

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

(Say, you know what would go really well
with a yoga session at one of these three studios?
An oil change on your car! Sadly, we have no
downtown garage doing that right now. Hel-
lo universe, please send some wrenches by this
bend of the river...)

We also heard some updates from veteran
businesses, both further south along Avenue A:
About Face Computer Solutions and the Cou-
ture Bros. paint store.

About Face, at #151, is in the process of mov-
ing into space across the Avenue at #176, in the
Greenfield Cooperative Bank building. There,
co-owner Brian Faldasz told me, they will con-
centrate more on their repair services rather than
trying to sell equipment; it will be a smaller
space and without the frontage their current store
has. (Sidewalk strollers will certainly miss the
humorous window displays the store has main-
tained since they opened in 2011.)

Their move should be complete by early Oc-
tober, and their hours will be slightly different at
the new location: check for updates at about-face-
computers.com. The future of the #151 space is
unknown; | was not able to inquire with Norm
Emond Jr., owner of the building and the busi-
ness next door, the Gun Rack.

Couture Bros., a long-standing paint, wallpa-
per, and art supply store at 187 Avenue A, has
been open by appointment only for the last few
years. The owner, commercial and residential
painting contractor Chris Couture, stopped by
the MR offices Monday to update his business
card to reflect a discovery he made recently. An
old photo he found puts the family business’s
founding date back another ten years, Couture
reports, to the year 1900.

Couture says he’d love to find a tenant for the
retail space at #187, a unique spot with its own
off-street parking, as long as it wasn’t an eating
or drinking establishment, since he has residen-
tial tenants upstairs that he doesn’t want to dis-
turb. Prospective tenants of a quiet nature, and
those seeking a deal on odd lots of interior Min-
Wax stain, can contact Couture at 863-4346.

With all these updates, this fall looks like a
time of a lot of change in the businesses of down-
town Turners. We’ll try to keep readers
informed!

Gill To Ask Lawyers About Hydro Split

By GEORGE BRACE

At its September 16 meeting, the
Gill selectboard discussed a notice
that the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) had received a
request to “rehear” its approval of
FirstLight Power’s application to
transfer its licenses for the North-
field Mountain Pumped Storage
Project and Turners Falls Project to
two new subsidiaries.

The request was made by envi-
ronmental journalist Karl Meyer,
who, along with the town of Gill
and nine other parties, had been
granted official status as an interve-
nor in the proceedings.

Town administrator Ray Pur-
ington recapped a response he’d re-
ceived from FERC to questions he’d
sent on the rehearing request and
other concerns. He was told there
was not really a timeline for FERC
to respond to Meyer’s request, but
the town can file comments on it, or
any other matter, at any time.

In regards to the concern that the
split might allow one of the subsid-
iaries to avoid financial obligations
if it was less profitable than the oth-
er, Purington said the FERC repre-
sentative did not want to be drawn
into specific hypothetical issues.

Purington also reported that he
has found a lawyer specializing in
FERC proceedings, but has not met
with him yet, and that he would be
contacting other stakeholders to see
if there was interest or willingness
to explore legal questions jointly.

Citing the expense of an attorney,
Purington said he thought it would
be best to “find out as much as we
can before the meter starts to tick...
and then knowingly decide when, or
if, we want the meter to tick.”

Selectboard member Randy
Crochier reiterated a thought from
previous meetings that he wasn’t
sure about things yet, but reflected
that sometimes the cost of doing
nothing can be larger than the cost
of hiring an attorney.

Chair John Ward commented
that a section of the river affect-
ed by FirstLight’s activities runs
through Greenfield, but he never
hears Greenfield connected to the
issue. “It needs to be out more in the
mainstream conversation,” he said.

“l think part of the reason it’s
not,” board member Greg Snede-
ker replied, “is that it’s still a big
question mark as to what any of
this means.”

At the end of the discussion,
Purington added that there will be
further opportunity for discussion
when FirstLight files its relicensing
application for the entire project.

Fire Department

Fire chief Gene Beaubien ap-
peared before the board to report
that the department received an
Emergency Readiness Preparedness
Grant of $2,700. He requested that
$700 be applied to the Code Red
emergency notification system, and
$2000 to the purchase of three scene
lights for the department.

His requests were approved.

The chief also reported on a
new emergency radio system being
rolled out by the state. Beaubien
said each of the four communica-
tion methods he currently uses have
problems, and he believes the new
system will be a vast improvement.
It involves a choice of radio suppli-
ers, and the board decided to hear
more from police chief Christopher
Redmond on the subject before
making any decisions.

Snedeker said he wanted to pub-
licly thank the Franklin Regional
Council of Governments for their
work in advocating for the system.
Previous to their efforts, Franklin
County had not been included in
the program.

Purington reported that the used
tanker truck the town recently pur-
chased for the fire department is
scheduled to be shipped next week.

Other Business

Purington reported that John Min-
er accepted the position of highway
superintendent, but wanted to talk
further about compensation for extra
hours worked in the wintertime.

The board will post a help-want-
ed ad for the truck driver/laborer
vacancy now in the department.
Crochier suggested including the ti-
tle “mechanic/operator” in the ad to
attract more applicants.

The board felt there was not
necessarily a need for a third me-
chanic/operator, but that it was
desirable to have cross-trained

employees in a three-person de-
partment, and made sense to try to
expand the pool of applicants.

The meeting ended with a series
of announcements: There will be a
hearing on September 25 in Bernard-
ston to request that unspent Commu-
nity Development Block Grant mon-
ey for housing services be moved to
the rehab portion of the grant.

Emily Samuels’ three-year ap-
pointment to the Gill Cultural
Council was renewed.

The town has extended the dead-
line for volunteer applicants for the
regional school district planning
committee. Residents may contact
Purington if they are interested in
serving or learning more.

The Gill Harvest Festival will
take place this Sunday, September
22 from noon to 3 p.m. on the town
common. There will be farm activi-
ties for all ages, tractors to climb on,
and hayrides, and Gill farmers will
display the fruits of their labors.

Bulky waste collection day is
Saturday, October 19, from 9 a.m.
to noon.

There will be a planning for
emergencies meeting at the Turn-
ers Falls public safety complex on
September 25, from 1 to 3 p.m. The
meeting is being held in partner-
ship with the Massachusetts Office
on Disabilities, and will focus on
how to ensure people with disabili-
ties have assistance when needed in
times of emergency. All interested,
particularly first responders, are en-
couraged to attend.
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SOLAR from page Al

considered this the first of many poten-
tial solar developments in town, and drew
parallels to development that changed the
character of Cape Cod.

Leahy concluded with a 1984 quotation
of John Hanson Mitchell in Sanctuary Mag-
azine: “This is the way the wild world dies.
Not by cataclysm, by glacier, or flood, or
storm and fire, but by bits and pieces, with
the simple shuffling of papers, an acre here,
a hayfield there” — “a woodlot here,” Leahy
added — “until no one remembers what it
once was like.”

His speech, like many of the others that
would follow, was met with applause.

Laurel Facey, a member of the commit-
tee that wrote the town’s 2010 open space
plan, said that though she would welcome
appropriate solar development, she saw this
project as destroying a forest — a young one,
but still a vital one with intact soil life, and
connection to an older forest. Facey called
the proposal an exchange of a natural cre-
ation for a short-term gain of 20 years of
solar generation, and said protecting the
forest is the best way to avoid the fragmen-
tation of a wildlife corridor through town.

Evan Marshall, land information system
specialist for Massachusetts Audubon, said
the required cutting would invite invasive
species, and increase the wind load on trees
that remain on the leeward side of the clear-
ing. Mass Audubon abuts the property on
one side, and other sides are undeveloped
as well. He also said the fencing would dis-
rupt a wildlife corridor.

Amelia Sawyer, an abutter, spoke as an
historian herself, and as a scientist reading
from a page written by her husband, Gar-
rett. She drew a parallel between the pro-
posal and the railroad barons of the nine-
teenth century who got extraordinarily rich
while they left their workers poor, and the
landscape fragmented and forever changed.
Railroads contributed to the near-extinction
of bison, and the devastation of America’s
original inhabitants.

Sawyer also said the $17,500 that the
town would receive as payments in lieu of
taxes amount to half of one percent of the
town’s roughly $2 million budget, while
making the town less attractive, contributing
to population loss, and minimally reducing
the state’s overall CO, emissions in the state.
Using the figures of overall Massachusetts
CO, emissions, and the CO, estimated to
be saved by generating electricity at a solar
facility in Wendell, Sawyer said it was the
equivalent of reducing the 19-mile distance
to Ambherst by 18 inches. The production and
installation of panels, she said, would negate
CO, savings for the first three years of the
project’s operation.

Sawyer pointed to the hazard to firefight-
ers, who would face high voltages while at-
tempting to extinguish a blaze, and argued
the town would need to provide more train-
ing and equipment. She compared building
this project as a way to fight climate change
to fighting a house fire with an eyedropper,
rather than calling a fire department, calling
instead for action from state and national
governments.

Shannon Leelyn, attorney for the Saw-
yers and a Wendell resident herself, ques-
tioned what would happen in the case of
shoddy construction or non-compliance
with planning board requirements. She
mentioned other out-of-state companies
whose shoddy construction allowed panels
to fall over. “We don’t have to take the first
bid,” she said, “and if [Sunpin] take[s] ac-
tion, we will deal with it.”

Ben Schwartz, calling himself an optimist,
said he has a long-term agreement with Holy-
oke Gas and Electric using fluid power sys-
tems to generate more electricity on % acre in
a process that is scalable and replicable.

Former board of health member Sha-
ron Gensler spoke of the heartache she felt
when that board approved a demolition de-
bris dump, and then lost control of the scale
and oversight of the facility when it grew
far beyond its original description.

Seal LaMadeline cited a town bylaw that
allows a special permit only if there is no
adverse impact on the town. She said state
guidelines discourage tree cutting, and ex-
pressed a concern that the project would
open the town to larger and more prominent
solar projects.

Selectboard member Laurie DiDonato
said the state is now reviewing its incen-
tives and disincentives for siting solar de-
velopment. The disincentive for putting so-
lar arrays in forested land, she said, is being
increased fivefold.

Close to the evening’s end, Jim Martin, a
lawyer for the developers, said, “You don’t
have to be a weatherman to know which way
the wind blows in this room.” Martin cited
MGL Chapter 40A, which prohibits “arbi-
trary” or “capricious” denial of a special per-
mit, but pointed out that it was a Wendell res-
ident, and not he nor Vardakis, who had men-
tioned suing the town or the planning board.

Planning board member Richard Asmann
said the zoning bylaws’ purpose was to pro-
vide for the health and safety of the town,
and to promote appropriate use of the land,
and said he felt this project did neither.

Leelyn said the town has two solar de-
velopment overlay districts, one not far
from this proposal.

The planning board scheduled a site vis-
it, after which they will re-open the
hearing on Monday, September 30.

Plan Requires Another
Fifty Feet Of Sidewalk

By KATIE NOLAN

The Erving selectboard and finance com-
mittee met jointly Monday night to discuss a
draft special town meeting warrant and guide-
lines and goals for the fiscal year 2021 budget.

At the time of the meeting, the draft STM
warrant included only two items: several bills
from fiscal year 2019, and appropriation of
funds for roadway and sidewalk improve-
ments on River, Warner and Strachan streets.

The fin com members easily recommend-
ed paying the prior year’s bills. However, the
roadwork appropriation was put off for Sep-
tember 23, when more information would be
available.

During a site walk on River, Warner, and
Strachan streets with residents and staff from
engineering firm Weston & Sampson last
week, selectboard members became aware of
a 100-foot length of Strachan Street where no
sidewalk had been planned. Weston & Samp-
son’s on-the-spot ballpark estimate of the cost
to add a sidewalk in this area was $50,000.

According to selectboard chair Jacob
Smith, the cost of the entire project, with the
added sidewalk, is approximately $700,000,
of which the town must appropriate approxi-
mately $225,000.

However, Smith said the board wanted
Weston & Sampson to “firm up the number.”

The board and fin com will also decide at
the September 23 meeting whether to schedule
the STM for October 15 or October 21.

Office Space

The board and fin com discussed funding
for a solution to the problem of the office space
at the highway garage, which is closer to the
electrical panels than is allowed by OSHA.

Water and wastewater chief Peter Sanders
and highway foreman Glen McCrory have
temporarily moved out of the office: Sanders
to town hall, and McCrory to the senior and
community center.

Administrative coordinator Bryan Smith
outlined three potential long-term solutions: a
“minimal addition” to the highway garage; a
“maximum” addition to the highway garage;
or adding office space to the proposed dry
storage building at the highway department.
Bryan Smith said he expected to have cost
estimates for the three options by the next se-
lectboard meeting.

“I’d like to consider the actual project in the
fiscal year 2021 budget,” said Jacob Smith.

Selectboard member William Bembury ob-
served that it would likely be one to two years
before an addition or new building was com-
pleted, and suggested renting an office trailer
for Sanders and McCrory until a permanent
solution is found.

The board asked Bryan Smith to get an esti-
mate for the trailer rental.

FY’21 Budget Guidance

The board and fin com reviewed the draft
fiscal year 2021 capital improvement and op-
erating budget request forms, and the instruc-
tions provided to department heads.

For the capital budget, fin com member
Debra Smith said she would like department
heads to review the requests they have made
for the next five years. The town’s capital plan
extends 25 years, but departments’ needs or
priorities may change from year to year.

Debra Smith also asked that the worksheet
indicate whether each capital expense is “man-
datory” — that it must be purchased by a spe-
cific date — or “flexible,” meaning it could be
shifted from one year to another.

Bryan Smith said he had been trying to
“synthesize” the various departmental five-
year plans to make them understandable by
residents. The board and fin com will consid-
er these and other changes at the September
23 meeting.

For the operating budget, Debra Smith
recommended that the instructions provide
more information to department heads about
staff raises.

Bryan Smith replied that he hoped a grad-
ed compensation schedule would be com-
pleted before the FY’21 budget, and that
raises would be based on the schedule and
not on committee requests. He said he was
meeting with the compensation study con-
sultant this week.

As far as the goals for FY’21, Debra Smith
suggested, “Level funding.”

“Level funding is always a good goal,” fin
com chair Ben Fellows agreed.

Jacob Smith said he preferred “level ser-
vice,” and then expanded that to “maintaining
the services we provide to our residents, with-
out increasing our budget.”

Bryan Smith said he would revise the
worksheets and guidelines as requested, and
present them to the board and fin com next
week. The town’s FY’21 budget schedule in-
dicates that the forms will be sent out to de-
partment heads on September 26.

STUDY from page Al

to lose the Pioneer Valley Regional
School District, and they do not want
to see a larger regional school. From
my point of view, there isn’t a lot of
fiscal accountability there.”

The meeting opened with positive
news about Gill-Montague’s own
budget, presented by superintendent
Michael Sullivan and business man-
ager Joanne Blier. The state, Blier
explained, is incrementally adjusting
how it awards Chapter 70 education
funds, which this year meant a 5.6%
increase for Gill-Montague, as com-
pared with recent average of 0.6%
annual growth.

In tangible terms, this means
about $351,000 more coming to the
district than was expected, though
some will end up as cash reserves
because the figure was announced
after the budget was finalized. About
$275,000 of the bump was the result
of the state targeting more per-pupil
aid to “‘economically disadvantaged”
students, of which Gill-Montague
has a high proportion.

Gill selectboard member Greg
Snedeker said that in addition to
this low-income factor, local rep-

resentatives to Beacon Hill are also
urging the state to increase aid in
low-enrollment districts and rural
districts, and offer payment in lieu
of taxes to towns with a lot of land
under protection.

Changes to the underlying Chap-
ter 70 formula, Snedeker said, “we
kind of all agree may not happen un-
til we have an economic downturn.”

Most of the meeting was spent
discussing the creation of a six-town
committee to study what Montague
finance committee chair Jen Audley
termed “extraregionalization.”

According to statute, the modera-
tors of each town are to appoint three
members, including one school com-
mittee member. Since already-re-
gionalized towns have never re-re-
gionalized in Massachusetts, this
brings up questions of jurisdiction.

Gill-Montague school commit-
tee chair Jane Oakes reported that
“no one jumped at the chance” yet
to be Gill’s or Montague’s school
committee member on the study
group. She also wondered who her
counterparts on the Pioneer Valley
committee would answer to.

“I'm representing the town,

but I’'m also representing the larg-
er school committee,” Oakes ex-
plained. ‘If the school committee in
Pioneer doesn’t indicate that they are
interested, I would think it would
make it difficult for those school
committee members to be represent-
ing the whole committee.”

“The statute is silent on wheth-
er they are, in fact, to represent the
school committee,” town admin-
istrator Steve Ellis observed, “or
simply people who would be more
deeply informed because they are
connected to the school committee.”

Gill town administrator Ray Pu-
rington asked how long a term each
member should be appointed for.

Fred Bowman, who in the 1970s
served on the planning committee
that created the Franklin County
Technical School, warned that it
could be a four- to five-year process.

Giarusso said that Leyden already
had five volunteers, and that Ber-
nardston and Northfield were also
engaged, but that Warwick had been
focused on making its Community
School into a charter school.

She brandished a “178-page”
report, the final statement of the

HEART (Honest Education and Re-
taining Trust) committee, an educa-
tion study group appointed by the
Pioneer towns’ selectboards which
disbanded recently.

“The four towns had made it loud
and clear that they want to look at
this planning committee,” Giarusso
said. “People from the HEART com-
mittee are very excited to see this
planning committee get started.”

“If I was to argue for any time-
line,” Montague selectboard chair
Rich Kuklewicz said, “it would be
‘when do we start’?”

“If T can get appointed,” Sned-
eker volunteered, “I’'m willing to
gather the information, contact the
moderators, find out who they’ve
appointed, put together a meeting,
and at least get the ball rolling.”

Sullivan said the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion has earmarked “a half a million
dollars... to support regionalization
efforts this year,” and would issue a
request for proposals soon.

The group agreed that it would
be a good idea to seek funding to
hire a consultant who could shep-
herd the 18-member planning board

through the study.

The civic leaders discussed meet-
ing less frequently, in order to open
up meeting time and space for the
new planning board.

Audley said she saw the region-
alization study as a “town-led” pro-
cess, rather than the responsibility
of the school districts, but Tupper
Brown, a member of the Gill finance
committee, argued that “creating a
new school district, putting togeth-
er two existing districts, is really a
matter of designing an educational
program — it’s a question that needs
to be managed, in the end... by peo-
ple who are educators.”

“It’s unfortunate that the mem-
bers of the Pioneer district see this
as a threat, apparently,” Kuklewicz
said. “Gill-Montague’s not doing so
bad right now.... That’s not always
going to be that way, and we’ve suf-
fered through tough times.”

“I would far rather drive our own
destiny than be told what to do,”
Kuklewicz added later. “And if our
districts continue to flounder, and
go into a downward spiral,
sooner or later somebody is
going to tell us what to do.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!
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Cutting-Edge Filtration
Tech Considered for
Teawaddle Water Woes

By JERRI HIGGINS

Teawaddle Hill Road residents
expressed consternation at Tuesday
night’s Leverett selectboard meet-
ing over slow progress in addressing
the contamination of groundwater
by a town-owned former landfill, as
the introduction of a new technol-
ogy threw into question how much
longer the process will take.

Virginia Goodale, who joined
several other Teawaddle Hill resi-
dents including Stephen Nagy and
Patricia Duffy, told the board the
group “wants to keep in touch. We
want to make sure we’re meeting on
a regular basis to see what updates
there are, what progress has been
made, and what’s going on.”

“The reason we haven’t been
talking to you on a regular basis,”
board member Tom Hankinson
replied, “is because an opportuni-
ty came up that we’re looking at
more closely. We didn’t want to go
forward until we had a better idea
about it.”

“There’s a company in Amherst
that’s developed this water purifying
system,” board member Julie Shive-
ly interjected. “He had installed in
various places around the world, ac-
tually. He has not done it in a munic-
ipal setting yet, and he’s eager to do
so. He’s [also] a Leverett native.”

The company, Aclarity, is a start-
up at UMass-Amherst. Its website
describes the purification process as
a “patent-pending electrochemical
technology [that] removes patho-
gens, metals, and other impurities
from water,” using an “electro-
chemical advanced oxidation pro-
cess (EAOP).”

“The plan at this point is to get
water from the wells, and set up a
test site at the safety complex to
bring the water there,” Shively con-
tinued. “We’ll have our water-test-
ing company bring it there so it’s all
done correctly, and to run it through
a system several times, get the data
on it, and see if it gets purified. And
that would be a rapid solution.”

“Has it been used to remove toxins
like [volatile organic compounds],
and stuff like that?” Goodale asked.

“Yes,” Shively answered. The
testing won’t cost residents, she
said, adding that she had learned
about the new technology through
an article she had recently read.

“This technology has been used
in the past to remove for more con-
taminated process fluids,” Hankin-
son offered. “The notion of using
this tech as a polishing step — tak-
ing a tiny amount of contaminant
and blasting it apart — really hasn’t
been explored.... What we don’t
know is whether or not it’s going
to be sufficiently active in Lever-
ett water, or with Leverett water
chemistry,” he said. “The only
thing we can do is to test it.”

Questions surrounded the vol-
ume that can pass through a filter,
its long-term effectiveness and as-
sociated replacement costs, and po-
tential unintended consequences.

Resident Skip Fournier added
that the filtration process “can be
fairly complicated.... You can’t say
‘my water is clean,” you can only
say ‘it’s clean for what | tested for —

what | know about.” This isn’t to
throw cold water, but is just to re-
mind us of the complexity.”

“It’s conceivable that the system
could take something that’s fairly
harmless, and through the oxida-
tion, change it chemically to some-
thing that’s actually more problem-
atic,” he added.

Nagy questioned whether the
new option changes what had al-
ready been decided on at town
meeting, and said he wanted assur-
ance that the board is still moving
forward with environmental consul-
tants Wilcox and Barton. Hankinson
stated they are.

“Town meeting put three options
on the table and it seems like you’re
introducing a fourth option that no
one has even been made aware of,”
Nagy said.

“We’re making you aware of it
right now,” Hankinson responded.

Goodale said she feels like the
residents haven’t been able to ex-
press their concerns, and is hap-
py for whatever new technology
could address the contamination,
but wonders if it would have to go
back to a town vote.

Hankinson said the town has an
interest in proceeding with Wilcox
and Barton, but the board can’t de-
liberate without having chair Peter
d’Errico, currently on vacation,
present. “We’ve been doing what
we can independently: we’ve been
working very hard talking to DEP,
and talking to Aclarity,” he said.
“And we’ve made as much progress
as we can in the last two weeks.”

Library Trustees

Lisa Werner presented the li-
brary trustees’ report on whether
the library’s geothermal heating
system should be repaired or re-
placed. “The current situation is
a couple of cold spots in the win-
ter that need to be addressed,” she
said. The trustees recommend a
supplemental electric heater sys-
tem along with the compressors.

“What we’re proposing is that
we do the maintenance on the two
compressors, and that we install
this $20,000 supplemental heating
system,” Werner said, suggesting
the town could use library state-
aid funds to pay for the heaters.
“We’re asking the town to pay the
$7,000 because it’s part of regular
maintenance.”

The committee would like to
use a bequest given to the library
“to start a collection in the per-
son’s name, or possibly have book
plates,” but feels that using the
funds for a heating system would
send the “wrong message to do-
nors,” Werner said.

Shively asked about install-
ing solar panels with some of the
bequest money, and Werner said
that could be acceptable, but they
hadn’t gotten that far.

“Solar appeals to us, too, Wer-
ner added, “but our priority is to
get this straightened out so that as
we enter the winter months this
won’t be a problem.”

Talk also centered on using
$6,000 of the bequest toward a
compressor in order to complete
the work before winter, and hoping

MONTAGUE from page A1l

originally intended for a solar array,
to upgrades in the plant itself.

Trombley said he would also be
serving on the search committee for
a new WPCF Superintendent.

The board appointed Tina Ty-
ler to an additional four hours per
week at the plant to train Tina Sul-
da, who will be working part-time
as an administrative assistant.

Finally the board voted to charge
Ellis with beginning the process to
hire a new permanent superinten-
dent. This would involve the cre-
ation of what Ellis called a “review
panel” to develop hiring criteria,
interview applicants, and advise El-
lis on the best candidate. The panel
will consist primarily of town em-
ployees, although Ellis also men-
tioned an unnamed “vendor who
has worked with the plant for many
years,” who lives in Montague.

Guarded Optimism

Ellis updated the board on the
efforts of developer Tom Cusano
to purchase and develop the for-
mer Southworth paper mill on Ca-
nal Road (see The Montague Re-
porter, September 17). Ellis said
Cusano had negotiated a purchase
and sale under the name Milton
Hilton — “I’m not sure what the
significance of that is” — probably
with a bank that is now in control
of the property.

According to Ellis, Cusano in-
tends to return the building “to
commercial and industrial use, in
its entirety.”

Ellis said his expectation, if the
sale goes through, is that the town
and Turners Falls Fire District
“will be made whole” in terms of
back taxes owed. “We hope for
positive developments there,” said
Ellis. “History has taught us to be
cautious and guarded with our op-
timism, but he has shown that he
can develop a mill before up in
Rochester, New Hampshire. He

town meeting would put it back into
the library’s state aid account.

“It’s a risk you take,” Hankin-
son said. “As long as it passes the
town meeting, I don’t see why we
couldn’t do that.”

The library also has nearly ten-
year-old computers in need of up-
grades and replacement to keep the
catalog system running.

School Committee

School committee chair Bethany
Seeger and member Kip Fonsh met
with the selectboard, and expressed
hopes to have a member meet with
the board monthly.

Seeger said that Rhonda Cohen,
the new elementary school princi-
pal, is doing well, and has had to
hire six people due to unanticipated
departures for several reasons.

“The FY’19 budget finished
well,” Seeger said. “The budget had
some extra reimbursement through
the circuit breaker funding, which
came out to $12,000, with an antici-
pated amount of $5,000.”

“We had some losses in the food
service, and we generally do,” she
added. “It was higher this year be-
cause there was a maternity leave,
so we had another temporary per-
son working, but it worked out,
thankfully.”

School choice money also came
in higher than budgeted for. Seeger
explained that $5,000 is generally
budgeted per student, but more mon-
ey will come in for students with
special needs. “You can’t budget
that, because you just don’t know,”
Seeger said. “So, we’re not changing

seems serious and credible.”

Settlement Details

Ellis reviewed a recent settle-
ment negotiated with the FirstLight
power company, the largest taxpay-
er in Montague. Ellis said he did not
want to discuss the rationale for the
town’s “negotiating position,” but
review the details of the settlement
itself, “since we weren’t able to pro-
vide details before.”

The company had challenged as-
sessments on its two largest pieces
of property, two hydroelectric plants
in Turners Falls, as well as the value
of its “personal property.” For fiscal
years 2014, 2015, and 2016, the first
assessment that was challenged,
Montague valued the properties at
$114 million. In 2017 the assess-
ment, done by a qualified “indepen-
dent appraiser” hired by the town,
jumped to over $135 million, which
the power company also challenged.

Ellis noted that companies are
required to pay taxes on estimated
valuations, and if negotiations or a
ruling by the state tax board result
in a lower figure, towns must then
not only return the differential, but
also pay an 8% annual interest on
it. Thus, abatements stretching back
to FY’14 might have resulted in a
significantly higher burden on the
town’s finances. The town had cov-
ered this risk by annually allocating
significant revenue into an account
called the “assessors’ overlay.”

FirstLight has now agreed to
withdraw its challenge to the 2014
through 2016 assessment. For
FY’17 and the following two years,
the town negotiated an assessment
that was lowered from $135 mil-
lion to $125 million. The company
also agreed not to subject the 2017
to 2019 abatements to the 8% in-
terest rate. The $125 million figure
will also apply to the next two fiscal
years, provided it is approved by the
Montague town meeting.

“It’s not a perfect deal,” said El-

any budgeting for this year.”

Seeger said the school finished
the spring with 136 students, of
which 19 were school choice stu-
dents, and started the fall with 142,
of which 22 choiced in.

A planned Harvest Festival will
postpone a prior planned October 5
spaghetti supper to a later date.

“How much interest is shown
for the Harvest Festival? Hankin-
son asked. “Are people signing up
for that?”

“Each grade does a booth, so
that’s a guaranteed thing. We usu-
ally do food or some art project,”
Seeger said. “With Margot [Lac-
ey]’s leaving, I’m realizing a lot of
the institutional knowledge that left
because | think that she did a lot
of organizing. So some parents are
stepping up, and I don’t know who
else is. There’s some knowledge
lost there, unfortunately.”

A vendor form is on the Leverett
town website. Seeger suggested any
money in the town budget for the
festival should go toward paying a
custodian for the event.

Town Hall Chimney

Emergency  planning  board
member John Kuczek discussed is-
sues with the chimney at town hall.

“We have an old town meeting
article from last year to repoint it,
and for repairs,” said town adminis-
trator Marjorie McGinnis, “and we
discovered instead that there was a
lot more complications.”

“The liner... doesn’t come all
the way down, causing the spalling
that you see outside,” Kuczek de-

lis. “We would have preferred to stay
at $135 million, but we never would
have settled.” He estimated that the
agreement could lead to an excess
on the overlay account “in the range
of $1 million,” which the assessors
would “release” so it could be ap-
propriated by town meeting.

Ellis was asked about the crit-
icism of the settlement by select-
board chair John Ward of Gill,
which is still at loggerheads with
FirstLight over its own assessment
of the company’s property.

“I love Gill,” he said. “I lived in
Gill before I moved to Montague.
We look to great cooperation with
them in all things.”

The board did not take a vote on
the settlement, but it did vote to is-
sue and endorse 17 articles which
will be posted on the warrant for
the special town meeting on Octo-
ber 2. Article 16 empowers the se-
lectboard to extend the 2017-2019
agreement with FirstLight through
the next two fiscal years.

Other Business

Ellis reviewed a potential grant
application to the state Office of
Disabilities, from which Montague
has received grant funds in the re-
cent past. He proposed that the new
grant focus on “improving access”
to town buildings including the
Montague Center Library, the Mill-
ers Falls Library, the building at the
airport, the public safety complex,
and the parks and recreation office.

The board voted to proceed with
the grant application.

Ellis announced that applica-
tions for the regional school plan-
ning committee were still being
received, and that there would be
a presentation by the state Office
of Disabilities at the public safe-
ty complex from 1 to 3 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 25.

The next selectboard
meeting will be on Septem-
ber 23 at 7 p.m.

scribed. “That’s caused by the gas-
es being discharged by the unlined
chimney, causing the lime in the
mortar to corrode.”

Astainless steel “Slinky” chimney
liner will be installed and the chim-
ney will be capped. Kuczek says it
won’t improve the brick condition,
but it mitigates further erosion.

The $2,600 earmarked for the
project at a special town meeting
does not cover the repairs. “We’d be
out $2,500 hundred,” McGinnis con-
tinued. She said using town hall ex-
pense account to pay for the project
risks over-expending that account.

Kuczek pointed out it was never-
theless the most cost-effective plan
to make the repairs this year, and the
board agreed to complete the project.

Other Business

Linda Hillenbrand and Brian
Blinn, Dudleyville Road residents,
with fire chief John Ingram present,
met with the board to discuss con-
cerns regarding health and safety
issues with a house abutting their
property that they’ve been trying to
have addressed for several years.

“The owner was a hoarder, and
sometimes there’s a smell coming
out of the house — in the summer —
and nobody seems to be able to get
in the house.” Hillenbrand said. No
action was taken.

Two best practices the state Com-
munity Compact project will rec-
ommend to towns are for all first
responders to carry Narcan, and the
adoption of “Complete Streets,” a
state project to redesign all roadways
for more walk- and bike-ability.
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in an unassisted goal to give Power-
town a 2-0 lead. Turners had a few
more chances in the last 9 minutes,
but had to settle for the 2-0 shutout.

On Monday, Turners hosted the
Holyoke Purple Knights.

Holyoke field hockey has been
the premier team in the area, but
this is not their year. Like Turn-
ers, Purple has become a defensive
squad. But in this game, Powertown
brought the offense. Blue kept the
Knights off balance and kept the
puck in the purple end. Turners
ended with an amazing 19 shots on
goal while holding Holyoke to only
two. Throughout the game, Holy-
oke simply couldn’t clear the ball.
Every time they tried to pass it, one
of the Blue Ladies tried to break it
up. If they succeeded in getting it
past the second girl, another Turners
player would race toward the ball.

As a result, the ball pretty much
stayed in the Purple end for most of
the game. Although Turners kept
shooting, Holyoke kept knocking
the ball away. But with a minute left
in the first half, defenseman Jade
Tyler came up with the ball in the
circle and put Blue up 1-0.

The second half was more of the
same: Turners kept the pressure on,
and Holyoke kept bouncing it away.
But in the end, the irresistible force
beat the immovable object, as both
Lindsay Davenport and Brynn Tela
scored goals with some assistance
from Kendra Campbell, and Turn-
ers took the contest 3-0 to give them
a 3-2 record overall, and a 3-1 re-
cord in the league.

\olleyball
TFHS 3 — Mahar 1
TFHS 3 — Belchertown 1

The Turners Volleyball team won
two matches this week to give them
a 61 record. Five of those wins
have come against league rivals.

Turners traveled to Orange on
Friday, September 13, to face the
Mahar Lady Senators. Mahar was
undefeated coming into Friday’s
matchup, and shared the league
lead with Turners.

The first match was close with
Mahar finally getting the last two
points to win 25-23. The second
and third matches were just as tight
but Turners pulled out 25-22 wins
in both matches. Mahar deflated
in the last match, and Blue won
easily, 25-15.

Then on Monday, the Blue La-
dies came home to take on the
Belchertown Orioles in a non-
league matchup. The first match
was pretty one-sided, with Pow-
ertown winning 25-9, but in the
second match the Birds came
alive. They bounced out to a 12-5
lead and never looked back. Turn-
ers made some inroads but found
themselves out of position time
and time again and Belchertown
pulled out the win 25-21.

The Orioles retained their mo-
mentum in the third match, scoring
the first three points and shooting
out to a 9-3 lead. But Turners went
onarun and tied it at 10. From there,
Powertown poured it on, eventually
taking the rubber match 25-16. The
last match was a mix of long vol-
leys, digs, and Kills, and Turners
held on to win it 25-23.

On Wednesday September 18,
Turners travels down to Chicopee
to take on the Pacers.

Football
Mohawk Co-op 15 - FCTS 12

On Friday the Thirteenth, the
Mohawk Co-op Warriors hosted
the Franklin Tech Eagles in the in-
augural game of the 2019 football
season.

It took me 40 minutes to get
there. I almost didn’t go, because
there is no Turners Falls football
team, at least not this year. But since
I’ve watched kids on both sides play
for years, I decided to go. I also
didn’t have a favorite in this game.
Depending on the year, | usually
rank Mohawk on par with Athol,
Mahar, Pioneer, and Frontier on my
favorite teams list; Tech has always
been a solid #2.

The pregame was like Old Home
Days. The True Blue Faithful came
out in droves and mingled together
and caught up with each other as
they waited for the game to begin.
And then the cheer squad began
their routines. It was a little surre-
al hearing them cheering for Mo-
hawk, but later in the game, they
did the “Nuth’n But a Powertown”
cheer. (They also did the “Blue and
White” cheer, which is interesting
because the Warriors’ colors are
blue and gold!)

The Tech Eagles decimated the
Warriors last year, but Turners also
defeated Tech. Take out the Pio-
neer kids and mix in the Mohawks,
and you have a very compelling

game. It was like watching a ping-
pong match, with Mohawk finally
pulling it out 15-12.

The Warriors went up 7-0 when
QB Shawn Davenport cracked into
the zone from two yards out and
Cullen Brown kicked the PAT. Tech
came back when their QB Owen
Bashaw hit Donte Rosewarne, who
sprinted into end zone.

The 2-PAT was denied and Mo-
hawk held on to the 1 point lead,
7-6. With seconds left in the half,
Bashaw found Colby Mailloux, and
Mailloux bulled into the end zone
to give the Techies the lead. The
2-PAT again failed, and the halftime
score was 12-7.

In the third, the Coops got two
points back when Liam Driscoll
forced a safety, and going into the
fourth, Franklin held a 12-9 lead.

Halfway through the final quar-
ter, Tech’s drive was stalled, and
they faced fourth and long. Leading
by a mere three points and down to
their last play, they had three clear
options: punt the ball, which would
give Mohawk pretty good field po-
sition; throw it deep, where an inter-
ception would be as good as a punt;
or try to get the first down and keep
the drive alive.

They picked the third option, and
it turned out to be the game changer.
The ball was picked off by Deven
Buchanan who ran it back all the
way to the 35. From there, Mohawk
used the clock, and with 2:16 left
in regulation, Evan Shippee scored
and Mohawk bounced back on top
15-12. Mohawk went for 2 but were
denied, so with 2 minutes left, it
was now Tech who were down by 3.

The Franks drove down the field,
but in the waning seconds of the
game, Mohawk’s secondary made
some big plays, and held on to win
15-12.

On Thursday, September 19,
Franklin Tech hosts Chicopee, and
on Friday the 20", Mohawk wel-
comes the Smith Vikings.

Most of Mohawk’s home games
will be played up on the mountain,
but on Friday, October 4, the True
Blue Faithful will be able to see
the team play at Turners Falls High
School. There will be no Greenfield
game this year for the Mohawk Co-
ops, but Tech plays Green on Fri-
day, November 11.

Next week: The golf team
gets back on course.

Turners’ Paige Sulda powers past a Holyoke defender as the Thunder rolls to a 3-0 win under the lights at TFHS.

Town of Gill Highway Department

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER
or MECHANIC/OPERATOR

The Town of Gill is seeking a full-time Truck Driver/Laborer or
Mechanic/Operator. Performs manual labor, operates and maintains
ec}l\uipment for maintenance and construction of town roads and
other infrastructure, plows snow, performs sewer and tree work.
Valid Class B CDL license required. Must have 2B or 2C hoisting
license or be able to obtain one within six months of hire. Overtime
hours required, including evening and overnight.

and experience. Must pass a town-provided physical & drug test
prior to hiring and is subject to random drug tests during
employment. Must reside in close proximity to town.

Applications for employment available at Town Hall, 325 Main Road,
Gill, Mondays through Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or online at

gillmass.or

Call Highway Sup’t. John Miner at (413) 863-2324 with any questions.

Gill is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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LOOKING BACKS:

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Here’s the way it was September
17, 2009: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

Biomass Plant Opponents
Back Dual Strategy

Supporters and members of the
Concerned Citizens of Franklin
County marched nearly 100 strong
in the parade to the Franklin Coun-
ty Fairgrounds on September 10,
saluting the beginning of the Fair
and voicing their opposition to a
47-megawatt biomass power plant
planned for the 1-91 Industrial Park
in Greenfield.

The proposed wood chip burning
plant, a project of Pioneer Renew-
able Energy of Cambridge, recently
obtained special permits from the
Greenfield zoning board of appeals,
and is now seeking the final approv-
als it requires from the state to move
forward with construction.

These include a permit from the
state Department of Environmen-
tal Protection related to air quality
issues, and permits for the reuse of
treated water from the sewage treat-
ment facility and for connection to
the local sewer system.

The CCFC has retained an attor-
ney to represent a group of abutters
in their appeal of the zoning board’s
special permits. The abutters hold
that the board exceeded its authority
when it granted the permits.

In a related development, Wil-
liamstown lawyer Margaret Shee-
han of the environmental advocacy
group EcoLaw has filed a series of
petitions to include voter referenda
on the November 2010 state ballot
to amend Massachusetts laws relat-
ed to the environment, which could
impact the proposed biomass plant.

These would prohibit the com-
mercial harvesting of wood on lands
owned by the Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation, and limit the
state’s definition of “alternative” or
“renewable” energy to technologies
that emit fewer than “250 pounds of
carbon dioxide per megawatt-hour.”

Search Committee Formed
For Airport Manager

With heavy construction equip-
ment lined up alongside the path
of the runway — in the midst of a
$5 million reconstruction project —
the Turners Falls airport commis-
sion met at the airport office on

September 14 to begin the process
of finding a new manager for the
municipal airport.

Former manager Mike Swee-
ney resigned on September 4 after
serving as part-time manager since
2003. Commissioners Rod Herzig,
David Brule, and Brian Carroll
formed the new manager search
subcommittee.

With no official operations oc-
curring at the airfield due to three
months of runway reconstruction,
the committee agreed they could
effectively pitch in to cover the
needed day-to-day operations until
a new manager is hired.

Gill Rejects
Prop 2 1/2 Override

At the special town meeting
Monday night, the town of Gill re-
jected a request to place a 2 1/2%
override vote on the town ballot at
next year’s statewide special elec-
tion, called for January 19 to fill the
seat left empty by the late Senator
Edward Kennedy.

In a vote of 17 in favor, 24
against, the article sought to raise
and appropriate $30,000 specifically
to shore up the town’s depleted sta-
bilization fund, in anticipation of an
even tougher budget year coming up
when the calendar turns to 2010.

In the discussion preceding the
vote, finance committee chair Tup-
per Brown said adding money to
the stabilization fund — which holds
$101,724 at present — was a “pru-
dent action to take.”

Those who spoke against the
measure felt the extra taxes would
put an undue burden on residents
already struggling in difficult times.

Town meeting also rejected an
article to give town employees a 1%
cost of living increase, at a cost to
the town of $5,700.

Many town residents wanted
to support the measure, but some
saw a conflict between the request
to raise more money for stabiliza-
tion and the request to pay more to
employees. It was also pointed out
that teachers in the Gill-Montague
district were not getting any raise,
having signed a contract for a 0%
increase for FY’10.

The vote on the cost of living
increase was very close, with the
moderator finally taking the count
himself. The final vote was 24 to 23
against passage.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!
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By GARY SANDERSON

GREENFIELD - How about
a couple of new twists to a centu-
ries-old tale — one bringing in nat-
ural history, another introducing
a largely forgotten waterfall that
vanished in the name of progress
and interstate highways?

Our discussion today is centered
around the fabled “Falls Fight” of
May 19, 1676, a surprise attack
that turned King Philip’s War in
favor of colonials coming down
the homestretch. On that fateful
day, Connecticut Valley militia
led from Hatfield by Boston Capt.
William Turner descended upon
a sleeping, pre-dawn fishing vil-
lage of Indians camped at Peske-
omskut Falls between Gill and
Turners Falls, slaughtering mostly
non-combatant old men and wom-
en. Then, the retreating soldiers
had the tables turned on them by
vengeful, counterattacking Indians
racing in pursuit from adjacent riv-
erside encampments.

The fleeing soldiers’ retreat
took them over the hill that is now
north of Route 2 and west of Main
Road before crossing Fall River at
Factory Hollow. From that point
on, the battle appears to have
degenerated into a helter-skelter
dash for survival along two wet-
land corridors. The retreat path
is now under the microscope of

Nash’s Mills, circa 1895: Water flows over the dam toward the Green River at the

ORRA WHITE HITCHCOCK PRINT

Connecticut archaeologist Kevin
McBride and his metal-detecting
battlefield-reconstruction sleuths,
combing the ground for associat-
ed musket balls.

Once across Fall River to their
awaiting horses, the soldiers had
a choice: follow scout Experience
Hinsdale south toward Deerfield
through the dense tangles of White
Ash Swamp, or follow Capt. Turn-
er, Lt. Samuel Holyoke, and prob-
ably guide Benjamin Wait back
down the same path they had ar-
rived on, crossing Green River near
its confluence with Mill Brook.

Those who followed Hinsdale
were quickly dispatched by Indi-
ans. The others carried on, had a
fighting chance.

The four-mile trek through
heavy wetland cover to the Green
River ford followed White Ash
Swamp’s northern perimeter to
Cherry Rum Brook, which merged
with larger Mill Brook a half-
mile from Green River. About
200 yards east of Green River, at
the top of what would become a
small Greenfield industrial vil-
lage known as Nash’s Mills, stood
a bedrock waterfall cascading
down exposed red sandstone to the
Green River.

According to Terrain Navigator
Pro measurements, the elevation
drop from the west edge of the

see VALLEY VIEW page B5

Warner Manufacturing Company off Leyden Road. Notice the natural falls of
red sandstone bedrock, with which all Franklin County residents are familiar.
(Photograph by C.IN. Kelley, restored by Chris Clawson.)

OF THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

Above: Late-summer wildflowers — and a helper — outside the Great Falls Discovery Center in Turners Falls.
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Bang A Gong: Gamelan Tones
To Fill Vermont's Newest Art Church

By ISABEL KOYAMA

BRATTLEBORO, VT - This
coming Saturday, September 28,
an old Victorian church on Main
Street in Brattleboro will rever-
berate with a mixture of gamelan
tones and electronic noise music as
local and international musicians
experiment together.

“It’s going to be a special event,”
says Jamie Mohr, creative director
of the nonprofit organization Epsi-
lon Spires, which now calls the his-
toric 113-year old Gothic church
its home. Gong Brattleboro, one
of the first events of the season for
Epsilon Spires since the organiza-
tion’s grand opening earlier this
month, features experimental takes
on the gamelan, a traditional Indo-
nesian percussion ensemble.

Lyndon Cordero (“Cordey”) Lo-
pez, a musician based in Los Ange-
les, is the producer of the gamelan
festival. Lopez spent a fully-fund-
ed year studying the instrument in
Bali after finishing his Masters in

HANNAH BROOKMAN PHOTO

The gamelan festival is a highlight of the venne’s first month of events.

Music Technology at CalArts.

“| fell deeply in love with Indo-
nesia,” says Lopez, thinking back
on the experience. During his time
there, Lopez traveled around Bali
studying gamelan in small vil-

lage settings, connecting with In-
donesian people and seeking out
gamelan teachers all over the is-
land.

Next Saturday Lopez will bring

see GAMELAN page B2

Robert Seydel: Unpacking the Portrait

AMHERST - The portraits are small, barely post-
card-sized, and bear the uneven marks of Polaroid trans-
fers around their edges. Faces, some of them immedi-
ately recognizable, such as Emily Dickinson’s or Anne
Frank’s, some anonymous Yyet iconic of a certain era,
others utterly unknown, float up through layers of other
images. It might be another face that’s layered over, or it
might be another creature, such as a fish, or an inanimate
object, such as the violin whose form merges with the
face of Sigmund Freud to create the intimations of an
altogether new being. Or perhaps that last is a portrait of
a metaphor, or of the unconscious.

These montaged images were made by collagist,
photographer, and former Hampshire College professor
Robert Seydel, and are on view now through November
8 in the Hampshire College Art Gallery in the basement
of the college’s Harold Johnson Library building.

The title of the exhibit, “A Short History of Portrai-
ture,” riffs on the title of Walter Benjamin’s “A Short
History of Photography,” an essay first published in
1931 that explored not photography’s chronological or
technological history, but its impacts on human soci-
ety and psychology. Similarly, Seydel’s “short histo-
ry” is really more of an unpacking or a questioning of
portraiture.

Leaning to peer closer at each image, | had a sense
of staring into a small wavering pool of shifting imag-
es, compounded at times by my own reflection cast on
the glass within the frame. What was foreground and
what was background? Was one image “winning,” in
the sense of being the portrait’s primary subject? Or
was the portrait really one of tension? Rather than being
portraits in any way 1’m used to thinking about them,
the images seemed a questioning of whether we can
ever really know what or who a person is, and, if we
could, what kind of image could capture it?

One of Seydel’s former students, Nathan Rubinfeld,
will be giving a talk entitled, “Collagist as Collector:
Voyeurism from Cornell to Seydel,” in the gallery on
Thursday, September 19 at 5 p.m., followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer period and refreshments. | spoke with
Rubinfeld by phone from his home in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, where he works as an administrator for a high

school for the arts.
see ARTBEAT page B5

CRAPO PHOTO

Seydel combined this image of Sigmund Frend with
a violin to create a unique kind of collage.
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“SALEM”’

Are you looking for the cutest cat
that’s out there? Well, look no fur-
ther than Mr. Salem.

This handsome dude has been
with us for four months, and will
be available to go home on Sep-
tember 18. The one thing that has
stayed the same about him is his
adorable chipmunk cheeks!

This dude is awesome, he gets
along with most cats - he has prov-
en to be a wonderful uncle cat to
some tiny spirits in our care and

does seem to prefer cats that he can
boss around. He would do best in a
home with older kids who aren’t su-
per clingy. He’s an independent boy
who also likes a good head scratch.
He likes to play with toys that you
pull so he can have the thrill of the
chase and tackle!

If he sounds purrfect to you, ask
about how you can take him home!
Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898
or at info@dpvhs.org.

Senior Center Activities
SEPTEMBER 23 THROUGH 27

GILL and MONTAGUE

The Gill Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congregate
meals are served Tuesday through
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva-
tions must be made one day in ad-
vance by 11 a.m. All fitness classes
are supported by a grant from the
Executive Office of Elder Affairs.
\Voluntary donations are accepted.

Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter. Kitchen Manager is
Jeff Suprenant. For more informa-
tion, to make meal reservations, or
to sign up for programs, call 863-
9357. Messages can be left on ma-
chine when the center is not open.
M, W, F: 10:10 a.m. Aerobics;
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
T, W, Th: 12 p.m. Lunch
Monday 9/23
1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday 9/24
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga
1 p.m. Fire Safety with

Kyle Cogswell

Wednesday 9/25
12:30 p.m. Bingo
Thursday 9/26
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga
1 p.m. Cards & Games
4 p.m. Gentle Yoga
Friday 9/27
1 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Erving, is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. for activities and congregate
meals. Lunch is at 12 p.m., with
reservations required two days in
advance. Call (413) 423-3649 for
meal information and reservations.

For information, call Paula
Betters, Senior Center Director,

at (413) 423-3649. Transportation
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity. Call to
confirm activities, schedule a ride,
or find out about the next blood
pressure clinic.

Monday 9/23

8:45 a.m. Step & Sculpt

10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance
11:30 a.m. Breakfast Brunch
Tuesday 9/24

8:45 a.m. S.W.A.P. Exercise

10 a.m. Stretch & Balance

11 a.m. M 3 Class

12 p.m. Soup & Sandwich
Wednesday 9/25

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Chair Yoga

12 p.m. Homemade Lunch

12:30 p.m. Bingo

6 p.m. Pitch

Thursday 9/26

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

9to 11 a.m. SHINE

10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Muscles
12 p.m. Congregate Lunch

Friday 9/27

9 a.m. Quilting Workshop

9:15 a.m. Walking for Fitness

9:30 a.m. Bowling Fun

12 p.m. Lunch

LEVERETT

For information, contact the Le-
verett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext.
5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.

Wednesday 10 a.m. Flexibility
& Balance Chair Yoga at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $6 (first class free).

Friday 12 p.m. Senior Lunch.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes-
day for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and programs. Call the Center
for a ride.

GAMELAN from page B1

his local and international music
connections together for an eve-
ning of live experimentation. “[Ex-
perimental music] is a way of say-
ing ‘we’re going to do something
different,”” Lopez says. “Our goal
is not to be in a car commercial.”
Lopez says his vision for this
first annual event is to do some-
thing that hasn’t been done before,
at least not in the way he has envi-
sioned. Fusing gamelan, electron-
ics, and synthesizing, Lopez hopes
to involve the audience in an inter-
active workshop and performance.
“Gamelan in the village was not
institutional,” Lopez reflects on
his time in Bali. In that spirit, the
gamelan festival at Epsilon Spires
will be open to the public at no cost

(though there is a suggested dona-
tion at the door). At the repurposed
Baptist Church, the community of
Brattleboro and beyond are invited
to come together.

“Hopefully it will make peo-
ple who don’t know much about
gamelan more interested,” says
Lopez.

The variable epsilon is used
in physics to denote strain — or,
as Mohr puts it, “pushing the en-
velope,” which is what Epsilon
Spires’ programming aims to do.
Epsilon Spires, also known as
the Home of Cosmic Frisson, is a
non-profit that “builds connections
between art, natural sciences and
sustainability” through “interactive
installations that play with sound,
light and sensory perception,” as

stated on their website.

“Frisson is the chill up your
spine when you hear a certain tone,”
Mohr explains as she outlines how
her organization came into being.
“It’s not for sale,” she continues
plainly, highlighting the difference
between typical art exhibition spac-
es and Epsilon Spires.

Mohr arrived at her position with
Epsilon Spires by way of an adven-
turous journey. Having attended the
School for International Training in
Vermont, she did her thesis work in
Iceland and went on to study climate
change at the University of Oslo in
Norway. She then returned to the
United States and got another Mas-
ter’s in Documentary Studies from
the New School in New York. “I had

see GAMELAN page B3

Welcome to the new month-
ly Sex-Positive Health Education
column! The idea for this column
evolved over the summer as | honed
in on my love of disseminating
sex-positive information, and dis-
covered that the editors at the Mon-
tague Reporter were receptive to this
idea. Putting accurate and empow-
ering information about sex and in-
timacy into the hands of the readers
of the Montague Reporter would be
a great way to satisfy part of my urge
to educate the public.

Perhaps my own experience re-
ceiving basically zero sex education
in Texas public schools was part of
my inspiration. To share a bit about
my own sexual education, after
basically being instructed to “just
ignore sex,” | hungrily took all the
sexuality-related classes offered
in college and graduate school — a
whopping total of four, which is ac-
tually fairly high.

It was a class in human sexuality
circa 1993 that | can thank for ignit-
ing an interest in sex-positive educa-
tion. The teacher was a dynamic bi-
sexual cis-female feminist maverick
professor, at Texas A&M University,
a known conservative school. From
there, | voraciously read sex-positive
writers such as Susie Bright, Hel-
en Kaplan, Gina Ogden, Dr. Betty
Dodson, plus feminist erotica, books
written by sex workers, and histories
of sexuality, etc.

Upon entering my profession as
a psychotherapist, | initially worked
with incarcerated sex offenders
— men and women — for a couple
years. (Yes, | had a few nightmares
from this work.) For my own sani-
ty | switched to working with trau-
ma survivors, eventually training
in EMDR and becoming an EMDR
consultant for other clinicians.

As a psychotherapist for twenty
years, it has been gratifying and af-
firming to witness the active healing
process of so many hurt individuals,
through EMDR and sex-positive psy-
cho-education. | attended a wonder-
fully informative sex therapy consul-
tation group through Northampton
Sex Therapy Associates from 2016
to 2019, prioritizing again that early
interest in sexual health.

Coincidentally, when offered the
training to become an OWL (Our
Whole Lives) sexuality education
facilitator in 2018 through my con-
gregation at the Unitarian Soci-
ety of Northampton and Florence

(USNF), I jumped at this lifelong
chance to proactively prevent sexu-
al trauma by inoculating youth with
as much factual, educational, and
sex-positive information as the cur-
riculum could provide.

These convergences have re-ig-
nited my desire to reach more
folks with helpful, sex-positive
information.

While this will not be a column
solely based on the OWL model of
sex education, | will be occasional-
ly drawing from some concepts and
guidelines within that curriculum.
OWL grew from the research of
the Sexuality Education Task Force
in the early 1990s, and through the
work of many educators and UU
and United Church of Christ con-
gregations who saw a lack of evi-
dence and fact-based sexuality edu-
cation for youth, developing curric-
ulum for the lifespan.

The OWL Program Values make
excellent guidelines for any sex
education column, so | will share
a couple of them here, rather re-
inventing my own wheel, straight
from the textbooks:

Sexual Health: “Knowledge
about human sexuality is help-
ful, not harmful. Every person has
the right to accurate information.”
Healthy relationships are consensu-
al, non-exploitative, mutually plea-
surable, safe (low or no risk of STls,
emotional pain, or unintended preg-
nancy), developmentally appropri-
ate, based on mutual expectations,
and caring and respectful. Any type
of sexual intercourse is only one of
the many valid ways of expressing
sexual feelings with a partner.

Justice and Inclusivity: “People of
all ages, sexual identities, races, eth-
nicities, genders, income levels, abil-
ities, and sexual orientations must
have equal value and rights. All of
the following are natural in the range
of human sexual experience: being
romantically and sexually attracted
to more than one gender (bisexual),
the same gender (homosexual), an-
other gender (heterosexual), or to
those with a more fluid understand-
ing of their own and others’ gender
(pansexual), and experiencing no
sexual attraction (asexual).”

And these are the OWL Assump-
tions: “All persons are sexual. Sexu-
ality isa good part of the human expe-
rience and includes much more than
sexual behavior. Humans are sexual
from before birth until death. People

engage in healthy sexual behavior
for a variety of reasons including to
express caring and love, experience
intimacy and connection with anoth-
er, share pleasure, bring new life into
the world, and have fun and relax.
Sexuality in our society is damaged
by violence, exploitation, alienation,
dishonesty, abuse of power, and the
treatment of persons as objects. It is
healthier for young teens to postpone
forms of intercourse.”

For those wishing to dive deeper
into these ideas, USNF is offering
OWL for high schoolers (grades 10
through 12), beginning this Octo-
ber. Anyone in the region can sign
up, and we still have a couple of
seats left.

Coming in March 2020, I'll
co-facilitate Older Adult OWL (for
ages 50 and over) on monthly Fri-
day afternoons. You can email dre@
uunorthampton.org to enroll. Ev-
ery day, as our population ages and
as longevity continues to increase
(doubling in average life expectancy
from a century ago), we learn more
about older adult sexuality and sex-
ual health, with researchers finding
that many older adults remain sexu-
ally active their entire lives. | hope
to feature pertinent elements about
aging bodies in this column.

Some topics to be covered in the
coming months may include: our
sexual “brakes and accelerators,”
our personal “sexual styles,” gen-
der, consent, hormones and aging,
trauma and sex, open relationships,
and mismatched sexual interest
within couples.

You are welcome to email me top-
ics that you would like for me to cov-
er in future columns. While this will
not be a question-and-answer advice
column, if many people write in re-
questing information on a specific
topic, then | will endeavor to center a
column around that requested topic.

My ultimate agenda: | would be
ecstatic for every human to have ac-
cess to pleasure-positive, supportive,
and accurate sexual health informa-
tion, thereby eliminating the need for
trauma psychotherapists and sex ed-
ucators like myself.

Then | could happily go live my
other dreams: traveling by bicycle,
and making chocolate macaroons
and tortes.

Stephanie Baird is a certified
OWL facilitator and an EMDR psy-
chotherapist and consultant who
encourages her clients towards
thriving sexual health. She welcomes
feedback and suggestions at sexmat-
ters@montaguereporter.org.
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Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
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a background as an artist,” she says.
Mohr has been a curator, and
was also part of an experimental
band for several years. After study-
ing in New York, she decided to
circle back to Vermont in search
of affordable rent and space for a
garden. Once here, she accepted an
unusual job as a feral sheep herd-
er, which brought her into the orbit
of Bob Johnson, the owner of said
sheep — as well as of the former
Baptist Church in Brattleboro.

Johnson, a physicist who worked
on the Hubble Telescope and works
with light waves and optical per-
ception, decided to purchase the old
church a few years ago. Designed in
High Victorian style, the church had
been threatening to cave in on itself
when Johnson took it upon himself
to repurpose the space.

“He’s a visionary,” Mohr says.
With a background in energy ef-
ficiency, Johnson has taken to
purchasing historic buildings and
making them more energy efficient
through decreasing their fossil fuel
output. “We’re merging historic
preservation with energy efficien-
cy,” Mohr says.

During a long shared car ride up
to Nova Scotia, Johnson identified
Mohr as someone who could use
the newly-purchased space in a cre-
ative and innovative way.

Epsilon Spires hopes that observ-
ers will participate in the interdis-
ciplinary art installations: as Mohr
puts it, it’s just as much about the
subjective experience of the person
perceiving the art as it is about the
art itself. This year, the venue will
host hands-on workshops and inter-
active sculptural installations that
nudge participants to think about
their subjective sensory experience.

Seven artists or groups are
billed on Gong Brattleboro’s
lineup. Lopez will perform with
Hirotaka Inuzuka and Matthew
Clough-Hunter, members of the
Los Angeles-based group Gamelan
Merdu Kumala. Mark Cetelia and

REFLECTIONS

Zach Hazen will join the stage
from Providence, and members of
a transnational recording project
“Insitu Recordings” will show a
music video of Balinese artists and
follow the screening with live per-
formances.

Turners Falls resident Neil
Young, who goes by the perform-
ing name Bromp Treb, will perform
as well. A noise musician and In-
donesian music enthusiast, Young
has learned about Indonesian artist
collectives and artist-run spaces
through his network of friends and
fellow touring artists.

A longtime staff member at
Hampshire College, Young remem-
bers when Smith College acquired
a Javanese gamelan set back in the
1990s, which in turn gave rise to
a community Gamelan Orchestra
which still exists today at Smith.
Through the years, Young has re-
mained in touch with local gamelan
scenes and orchestras, and has be-
come deeply interested in contem-
porary Indonesian forms of sonic
expression. “This is something 1’ve
been following, and am really excit-
ed about,” Young discusses, citing a
variety of contemporary Indonesian
music groups.

Young played drums from 2002
to 2013 for a local band called Fat
Worm of Error; the noise music he
performs as Bromp Treb considers
pitches without scales and rhythms
without meter. At the Epsilon Spires
event next week, he’ll be improvis-
ing with digital synthesizers.

In what promises to be an eve-
ning of exchange and unusual sonic
stimulation, Young hopes to con-
tribute to the event in his own way:
“I’m bringing the noise,” he says.

Epsilon Spires is located at 190
Main Street, Brattleboro. Gong
Brattleboro takes place from 5 to 11
p.m. on Saturday, September 28. It
is free and open to the public (sug-
gested donation $10 to $25). RSVP
at www.epsilonspires.org.

Different Kinds of Justice

By MELISSAWLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD - | have written
critiques of the actors who played
Superman, the Flash, and Supergirl
in TV and movies. | came up with
the idea to do this again by looking
over the portrayals of the Justice
League, the Legion, and Justice So-
ciety of America.

I actually know of quite a few
different portrayals that | can talk
about. | have seen these superhero
groups from the comics on a couple
of TV shows I like to watch.

Smallville had the Justice
League be the characters of Cy-
borg, Aquaman, their version of
the Flash, and Green Arrow, played
by Justin Harley. I know this was
their version of the Justice League,
because the episode these charac-
ters appeared in was called “Jus-
tice.” Each one of these individuals
also had their own episode where
they were introduced as part of the
show’s universe. Those introduc-
tions were what set up those char-
acters basically becoming the Jus-
tice League on Smallville.

The Justice Society of America
on Smallville was Dr. Fate, Stargirl,
and Hawkman, played by Michael
Shank. This episode was basically a
two-hour movie that the show did,

863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Monday — Thursday

and was called “Absolute Justice.”
Stargirl in this show was a young
girl dressed like an American flag.

What | remember most about the
Legion in Smallville was Brainiac
5, played by James Masters, who
wore a Legion Flight Ring that
he got when he joined this group.
This guy was a recurring character
in Smallville for a while, and was
part of the Legion, which included
their version of Saturn Girl, Light-
ing Lad, and Cosmic Boy when he
came back for an episode during
the last season.

| believe the recurring thing
also set him up to later come back
that way. | remember Masters’ por-
trayal of the character much better
than these other Legion charac-
ters. | guess his performance was
more memorable than theirs. It also
could have helped that | saw him
as part of another show for quite a
while, so | am just more familiar
with his acting.

The Supergirl TV series’ version
of the Legion was Brainiac 5, played
by Jessie Rath, Mon-El, and Saturn
Girl. Mon-El was on Supergirl by
himself for a while, then came back
for another season, having formed
this group. We mainly see the oth-
er two characters with him as being
part of the Legion.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Bat Threat; Pill Theft; Cars Revving; Phone Scams;
Dog Had Head Out Window And is Looking Around

Sunday, 9/8

1:09 pm. Alarm company
reporting alarm sounding
at Franklin County Tech-
nical School. Alarm set off
by volleyball coach.

1:14 p.m. Caller reporting
dog in car at Food City.
Windows in car are down;
dog is not in distress at all.
Dog has head out window
and is looking around.

1:17 pm. Caller from
Third Street states that
he has found a few bags of
heroin on the street near
his home. [tems retrieved.
2:22 p.m. Caller from
Park Street states that
the neighbors
tempting to cut down
branches from a tree on

are at-

the tree belt and there are
power lines nearby. Area
checked. No one around
that appears to be trying
to cut anything down.
4:18 p.m. Caller from Fed-
eral Street reporting that
the neighbor has been
running the demo cars all
day long, revving them
up. Caller states that they
have been working on
the cars in the driveway,
not the garage, and it has
stopped now. Referred to
an officer.

5:88
Family Dollar reporting
that two girls stole some

from

pm. Caller

earrings from the store
about 20 to 30 minutes
ago and they have it on
tape. Caller stated they
spoke with Food City and
parties stole something
from there as well. Officer
advises mom is coming
to pick up one girl; other
girl’s mother just arrived.
11:31 p.m. Caller reporting
a breaking and entering at
Southworth in the area of
the tunnel; doesn’t want to
enter the area alone in case
anyone is in there. Units
clear; no issues there.
Monday, 9/9

11:15 am. Caller request-
ing to speak with an officer
re: a suspicious note she
found in the wooded area
adjacent to her friend’s
residence while visiting
that friend. Officer advis-
es area in question is the
sand banks between Park
and High streets. Note
appeared to be aged. Area
search turned up drug and
alcohol items. Caller re-
questing extra presence/
patrols in mornings and
afternoons when kids are

The costumes they put these guys in
were cool. But Mon-El did at one point
get his own costume, that was an exact
match to what his character wore in the
comics. They also gave them the Legion
Rings that the group had in the comics.

Again, | don’t remember the Legion
from Smallville very well, with the ex-
ception of James Master’s Brainiac 5,
for the reason | said. | would have to
say that as a whole, for that group, I
liked the one from Supergirl better.

Legends of Tomorrow has a version
of the superhero group called the Jus-
tice Society of America set in 1942
with someone called Vixen, another

going to and coming home
from school.

1:52 p.m. Disabled vehi-
cle on Millers Falls Road.
Vehicle is leaking anti-
freeze; caller advises pretty
good sized puddle. TFFD
advised.

3:15 pm. Caller
Third Street reporting
that a man with a bat is
threatening
Caller states
around ten people around.
Gill officer on scene. Units

from

someone.
there are

clear; verbal altercation.
8:08 p.m. Report of sus-
picious vehicle with lights
on parked on Industrial
Drive near the airport.
No one with vehicle. Offi-
cer advises that vehicle is
off road, secured, and not
a hazard. Officer called
Lightlife Foods to confirm
that vehicle owner works
there; left message for
owner to call MPD.
Tuesday, 9/10

9:20 am. A 30-year-old
Montague
was arrested on a default

Center man
warrant and a straight
warrant.

10:16 a.m. Report of glass
in road in front of caller’s
residence on Turners Falls
Road. DPW advised.

6:32 p.m. Caller from Sun-
derland reporting that
there was a fight between
her son and another kid
from Montague, who is
now harassing her son.
Officer spoke with caller;
advised of options.

8:05 p.m. Caller reporting
that they are behind a ve-
hicle that is crossing the
Turners Falls-Gill Bridge
and they believe the opera-
tor to be intoxicated. Vehi-
cle is now in a handicapped
parking spot on Second
Street. Officer advises that
vehicle does have a placard
in the rear view mirror.
Units spoke with regis-
tered owner, who was on
his couch, and advised him
of the complaints; he is in
for the night.

9:52 pm. 911 call trans-
ferred from Greentield PD
reporting that a vehicle has
been parked at the airport
since last night. GPD will
try to contact registered
owner. Owner called and
stated that vehicle will be
towed in two or three days;
they will contact their
friend tomorrow and see
when it will be towed.
10:12 p.m. Caller reporting

I mean.

the group.

being Commander Steel, a third being

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Route 2, Gill

three suspicious vehicles
in the field at West and
East Chestnut Hill roads;
vehicles pulled up about
45 minutes ago. Two ve-
hicles have left. Officer
checking on one vehicle
with two occupants. They
are parked on their friend’s
property. Parties moved
along. Officer advises he
did seize a small amount
of marijuana; no signs of
impairment.  Confiscated
drug placed in evidence to
be destroyed.

‘Wednesday, 9/11

1:40 a.m. Caller reporting
large semi trailer parked
in travel lane near the
bike path on Greenfield
Road. Caller had to go
into other lane to avoid.
Trailer is parked on blind
Ofticer
that there is an operator

corner. advises
at the wastewater treat-
ment plant with a Bob-
cat switching out trailers
from the side. Trailer will
be moved shortly.

6:44
Turnpike Road reporting

am. Caller from
that his and his wife’s ve-
hicles were both entered
and items (loose change,
cash, and cigarettes) were
stolen from them. Both
vehicles were unlocked.
Report taken.

8:21 a.m. School resource
officer checked on vehicle
on Industrial Boulevard
that people have report-
ed to him as suspicious.
Per previous calls, owner
works at Lightlife Foods
and is in the process of ar-
ranging for it to be towed.
10:30 a.m. Caller from
Sunrise Terrace reports
that her vehicle was broken
into overnight. Medication
bottle was taken but found
on porch of nearby apart-
ment with pills still inside.
Only items unaccounted
for were two quarters in
center console. Advised
of options.

11:16 am. First of five
reports of Social Security
scam phone calls.

1:11 p.m. Party into station
to report suspicious pack-
age on sidewalk in front of
Cumberland Farms near
the gas pumps. Approxi-
mately one cubic foot or
slightly larger white box;
appears to be sealed; unat-
tended. TFFD and PD re-
sponding. No package lo-
cated upon arrival. TFFD
located bag of insulation

Hourman, and Stargirl. Their version
of Stargirl was an adult woman dressed
like an American flag.

This version was nice, and worked
well for the main storyline that was go-
ing on during that season. But I liked
the Justice Society on Smallville much
better, mainly because of Dr. Fate be-
ing part of it. He’s just a cool character
to see on screen. If you saw an image
of the guy, you would understand what

| didn’t care for the 2017 Justice
League movie. | thought Smallville’s
League was all right for a fresh take on

on side of road which is
likely the item in question;
believed to have fallen out
of" a vehicle.

1:17 p.m. Party into sta-
tion reports observing a
male on Dell Street re-
move what appeared to be
a long gun from a vehicle
and prop it up against
the vehicle. Area search
negative.

5:16  pm. Anonymous
complaint regarding loud
music on Fifth Street. Of-
ficer advises no loud music.
5:21 pam. Caller report-
ing that they were on the
Turners side of the Gen-
eral Pierce Bridge and
when the lights turned
green, cars were still
coming across the bridge.
Caller also stated that
they believe the light only
stayed green for about 30
seconds. Responding offi-
cer sat through six rota-
tions of the light cycling,
38 seconds to get across
the bridge with a pause
each time in the rotation.
Traffic is flowing proper-
ly and nothing appears to
be wrong with the lights.
Checked with GPD, who
have not received any com-
plaints on their side.

8:42 p.m. Officer conduct-
ing vehicle stop on Turn-
ers Falls Road. Operator
only has a Mexican ID;
no license. Waiting for li-
censed operator to arrive.
Citation issued.

11:01 pm. Caller from
Avenue A reporting that
at this time every night,
there is a man who comes
around and
shouting the
building. Officer advises
he did locate a male party
who wanted to let MPD
know that there were

screaming
outside

some kids screaming in
the street earlier.
Thursday, 9/12

4:18 p.m. Multiple calls re-
porting two-car accident
at Avenue A and Seventh
Street. PD, FD, and AMR
responding. Operator and
passenger transported to
hospital.

4:49 p.m. 911 caller from
H Street reporting that
a male with a beard was
walking through her back-
yard while her kids were
out there playing. They
came running in to tell
her. When she went out-
side, he was gone. A white
car then pulled up and the
occupants said that they
were looking for [redact-
ed]. Area search negative.
Advised of options should
this happen again.

[Calls from 6 a.m. Friday
9/18 to 6 a.m. Saturday
9/14 were not included in
the log provided to us.]

Saturday, 9/ 14

10:31 a.m. Shelburne Con-
trol advising that they re-
ceived a call about a cow
in the road near Senn Ex-
cavating. Area checked;
nothing found.
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Week of September 13 — 20

By MIKE SMITH

This past Friday the 13th, MCTV
was lucky enough to record The
Great Falls Discovery Center Cof-
fee House, a free event that takes
place every second and fourth Fri-
days of each month.

This week Paula Bradley and
Rafe Wolman performed old folk
classics. Paula sang and switched
between banjo and guitar, while
Rafe impressed everyone with his
violin skills. Check out the video
for yourself as it becomes available
on montaguetv.org.

The Discovery Center also host-
ed a presentation by Cliff Schex-
nayder, who recently published a
book titled Builders of the Hoosac
Tunnel. His presentation was called
“Alvah Crocker: From the Rugged
Hand of Poverty to Visionary Lead-
er.” Cliff talks about how Crocker
rose from being a lowly mill worker
to a man of amazing success. This
fascinating story will be available

soon on montaguetv.org.

Also coming soon: James Gild-
ea, author of A Journey Home, gave
a presentation this past Saturday the
14th at Greenfield Savings Bank in
Turners Falls. James offers an in-
teresting new look at what sparked
the American Revolution. While re-
searching information for a separate
project, James discovered accounts
of a devastating earthquake, which
he believes set into motion events
that he can trace all the way to the
Boston Tea Party. See for yourself
on montaguetv.org.

MCTV is hosting a 120 Second
Film Festival! Check out our website
for details and to sign up! Something
going on you think others would
like to see? If you get in touch, we
can show you how easy it is to use a
camera and capture the moment.

Contact us at (413) 863-9200, in-
fomontaguetv@gmail.com, or stop
by 34 Second Street between 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m., Mondays through Fri-
days. We’d love to work with you!

MONTV / MUSIK / MOUNTAIN
Numiber X: Viewer Duo

Interviewed by J. BURKETT
with TROY CURRY

TURNERS FALLS - Viewer
Duo are a newer band from around
these parts who really have a unique
sound and approach: one that is fa-
miliar/similar to other stuff (think
the ‘60s and beyond...) but is really
its own thing: cosmic, yet earthly...
with electric guitar, poetry, songs,
and improv.

Viewer Duo is Shannon and
Beverly Ketch, and sometimes
with guests. See them ASAP at
local venues like Abandon Dream
and Looky Here.

MMM: OK! So... Where did the
name come from?

BK: The name Viewer came to
me as a word that represents open-
ing your eyes and seeing past your
nose. That’s a theme that | think
about: how the visual world is a way
of getting out past fixated thinking.
Literally looking up and seeing any
visual sight is a means to stop cer-
tain unhealthy emotional patterns.

MMM: Viewer came about after
Bunwinkies, correct? How does this
band differ from Bunwinkies? [Read-
ers should check out Bunwinkies on-
line if you havent heard them!]

BK: I think that the Bunwinkies
are different from Viewer only in
that Jim and Sita and Mark were
playing with us on our song,s and
writing songs with us, in Bun-
winkies. Shannon and | are the very
same with Viewer.

In terms of recording, though,
Jim and Sita like to release things
that are very controlled in a certain
way, even something that was very
freeform that they played on. We
wanted to do recordings where we
could just do whatever we chose. |
don’t think we ever scheme or plan
what’s going to come out of our
minds, or imagine what we might
like our songs to be like.

MMM: Can you talk about the
western Massachusetts art/mu-

sic community and its inspiration
to you?

SK: There are so many inspiring
artists around here. It wouldn’t be
fair to start naming them, but I hope
people keep looking into them, be-
cause it’s rich.

Sometimes | wonder about Turn-
ers Falls. There are some really
amazing shows lately that are not
well attended. | think the scene I dig
might be ebbing some.

| like the Brick House and our
place (Abandon Dream) for in-town
shows, and Looky Here has had a
few really great shows, including vi-
sual stuff.

MMM: How do your songs come
together?

BK: I usually think of something
I want to pay tribute to when | write
a song. Someone | love, something
about life that I find therapeutic.

Another way songs come to be
is that Shannon is playing a musical
riff he’s created and | pull out my
notebook and just try to see if one
of the poems work, or if part of the
lines fit into this song he’s creating.
That’s what happened with the song
“Jinxing Ninnies.” He had created
a beautiful musical recording that
could stand on its own with no lyr-
ics, but he wanted me to put a lyric
to it and | was happy to do it, and
| actually combined two complete-
ly different poems. So in a way it’s
the most unintentional of all of the
songs I’ve helped create.

Aot of the songs are very crafted,
and I’m very clear about what | want
to bring across. When | listened to
Shannon’s music for “Jinxing Nin-
nies” I felt like I heard some kind
of seduction that existed outside the
rules, and those poems related to that
subject somehow. Not literally about
an affair, just the forbidden desire to
control and influence.

I listen to the music and imagine
what it means, and how that could
be said in words. Advice that I think
could be helpful to some people
writing songs is that they should
sing the lyric as they write the song,

not sit down and write lyrics when
there’s no music playing. To under-
stand how the vowels will sound, |
think people should sing right while
they write.

MMM: Are there any big influ-
ences on your sound? Certain re-
cords...?

SK: Syd Barret and Sandy Bull’s
guitar tones are some of my favor-
ites. | also like garage rock guitar
sounds. My guitar sounds are my
best attempt at being able to play
music, and | don’t look at myself as
a guitar rock dude, but I look for-
ward to playing it.

I like songwriters like Michael
Chapman who are literary/lyrically
inclined. Kevin Ayers and Bridget
St. John also come to mind. Round-
ers, Hurley, and Fugs kind of stuff
too. Some psych pop like Fallen
Angels and Kaleidoscope have been
deeper listens over the years. There
are a lot of different things I like and
feel influenced by.

Also | really like stuff like Wen-
dy Carlos’s Beauty In The Beast,

and more cheesy synth records
like Cow Goes Moog, and even the
Emerald Web tapes, which aren’t
cheesy at all.

I like some New Age music as
well... Gurdjieff and beyond.

MMM: Beverly, how long have
you been doing poetry? Are there
any favorite poets or poems that af-
fect your music?

BK: My experiences in doing
poetry started when | was a little
kid. I wrote poems and one about
my dad my sister really liked and
kept. It was about how great my dad
was and how hard he worked.

But it wasn’t until | read “The
Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
that | realized what kind of poetry
really blew my mind. It’s funny,
people always ask about musical
influences, and I honestly don’t feel
like 1 have anything interesting to
say about that, but [ definitely feel
like I was influenced by “Prufrock.”
I’m still blown away by those lines.

Later the poem “The Faithless
Wife” by Lorca also had a strong

effect on me. | think it’s the most
beautiful ballad of all time, and it
doesn’t even have a tune.

I wrote my first ballad recently!
Sometimes, since | don’t play in-
struments, | worry that people won’t
know that I write songs, not just lyr-
ics to other people’s tunes. I just cre-
ate the tune while I sing the lyrics a
cappella. For my ballad Wednesday
Knudsen helped me, so she did play
a creative role in the song, but I had
made up the song a cappella.

And | make up my own tunes
that are a counterpoint to other peo-
ple’s tunes, too.

MMM: Do either of you have a
background in theater arts?

SK: I was involved in and stud-
ied multimedia and performance
art in the “80s in lowa City. | was
involved in Fluxus performances
while studying there.

BK: I don’t have a background
in theater, other than Sunday school
Christmas plays. But I'm about
to play Titania in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream!

DAVE STACEY PHOTO

Beverly (left) and Shannon Ketch (right) make up 1 iewer Duo.
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VALLEY VIEW from page B1

Silver Street-Conway Road inter-
section to the mouth of Mill Brook
is approximately 60 feet. The
straight-line distance from top to
bottom is 590 feet, the meandering
brook’s length 780 feet.

Tradition has it that Indians
wounded Capt. Turner crossing
Green River, and that he died on the
west bank, just downstream from
what is now the Green River Swim-
ming and Recreation Area. A Turner
Monument now stands along Nash’s
Mill Road, not far away.

Though early 20" century Green-
field historian Lucy Cutler Kellogg
claims there was an island at the
site of Turner’s death, there seems
to be little corroborating evidence;
however, such details can be lost
over time. Perhaps deed research
would confirm such an island,
which is always a possibility where
two streams with strong currents
collide to create a swirling, deposi-
tional eddy. There is indeed a size-
able island just upstream from Mill
Brook’s outflow into Green River
on 1961 Interstate Route 91 con-
struction maps.

But islands at the site are insig-
nificant compared to the presence of
falls, which would have produced
the cover sound of a loud spring
roar during Turner’s retreat.

McBride and company have con-
firmed the retreat route identified by
many historians, recovering mus-
ket balls along both banks of the
meandering, at times steep Cherry
Rum-Mill Brook corridor. Though
the team is still in the process of
sorting it all out, the evidence seems
to place the colonials following the
south bank as the Indians picked
away at them from elevated ambush
sites along the opposite bank.

Steep ravines and sharp turns pre-
sented several advantageous loca-
tions for surprise attacks throughout
the wetland terrain. The Indians had
a significant advantage. They knew
the land. The colonials did not.

The vexing question for posterity
is: What did the landscape between
Peskeomskut and the Green River
look like in 1676? That is, before
the brook was dammed above the
waterfalls to create Nash’s Mills
Pond — and before Interstate 91 con-
struction removed the bedrock falls
and tunneled Mill Brook under 91
and Nash’s Mills Road, where today
it exits two arched concrete tunnels
and flows down a walled ramp to
the Green River floodplain?

More precisely, what were the
fleeing soldiers facing as they raced
down that final half-mile from the
Cherry Rum-Mill Brook confluence
to the Green River?

I could find no reference to the
Mill Brook falls in George Shel-
don’s History of Deerfield (1895),
which is curious when you consider
it was cited four years earlier in the
Greenfield Gazette’s *“Centennial
Edition.” The falls are again refer-
enced in Francis M. Thompson’s
History of Greenfield (1904), which
makes sense: Thompson intimately
knew the falls and dam supplying
waterpower at Nash’s Mills. He
himself owned a chisel manufactory
there, which burned in 1871.

Thompson wrote that Mill
Brook was “improved for mills”
at a site “located at the consid-
erable falls near its entrance into
the Green River at Nash’s Mills.”
He also says Jonathan Catlin “at a
very early date” had a mill there.
That means, “before 1755, when he
deeded half interest to Daniel Nash
for a mill and mill yard.” Eleven
years later (1766), Catlin deeded
the other half-interest to another

miller, Aaron Denio Jr.”

Published descriptions of the
falls are vague at best. Thompson
basically parrots the “Centenni-
al Edition” account, which states,
“The height of the fall, excellent
chance for flowage and secure rock
foundation for a dam made the wa-
ter privilege there of much value.”
What height, he does not say.

A circa 1895 photo looking up
at Warner Manufacturing Co. from
Nash’s Mills Road provides visi-
ble evidence. The black and white
shot — rescued at auction in a Green-
field photo album dated 1899 — dis-
plays the southwest corner of the
three-story, clapboard factory build-
ing, with a dam flowing onto a nat-
ural stone waterfall along the south
side. The water flows about 10 feet
over the dam, falling upon a long
stretch of roiling falls cascading
over bedrock toward the Green Riv-
er. What cannot be seen is Nash’s
Mills Pond behind the dam, or the
iron-railed Leyden Road bridge
crossing the narrow ravine at the
head of the falls.

A factor that speaks to the site’s
early industrial value is the 1719
Deerfield road laid from the west
end of Green River Village (Main
Street in Greenfield) to Country
Farms (the fertile northern Green-
field flood plain east of the Green
River, extending south on both sides
of Leyden Road from the pumping
station to the base of a serpentine
upper terrace traversed by Country
Club Road).

Following the path of today’s
Conway Street and Leyden Road,
that old road crossed Mill Brook a
short distance north of the Silver
Street outflow, where the landscape
was dramatically altered during In-
terstate 91 construction in 1963-64.
The bedrock waterfall was blasted
and removed to hollow out the 1-91
corridor now spanned by a long
overpass connecting Conway Street
and Leyden Road.

The year 1719 was very early
for roadbuilding through what was
to become Greenfield, strongly sug-
gesting that it had been an existing
indigenous footpath to the falls and
beyond. In Native American cul-
ture, waterfalls were often sites of
high spirit, celebrated as portals to
the underworld, as well as important

ARTBEAT from page B1

“It’s an interesting range of images to me, that I still
find a little perplexing,” Rubinfeld said of the exhibit.
Rubinfeld says he felt shocked at first, looking at the
images, saying, “A lot of the imagery is much more
blatantly sexual and/or violent in some ways,” than
much of Seydel’s other work.

Rubinfeld said the body of work on display ex-
presses Seydel’s interest in “the construction and cre-
ation of identity.”

“I very much think about it as a way of investigat-
ing the self and more broadly one’s performance of
self as perceived by others,” he said.

“There are some images,” he pointed out, “where
the gender kind of breaks down with the combination
of faces.”

An example of this would be “John F. Kennedy as
Cleopatra,” which combines John F. Kennedy’s face
with Elizabeth Taylor’s in a studio publicity shot in her
role as Cleopatra. In effect, Seydel has accomplished
the godlike feat of creating a new human, who looks
back at the viewer with disarming urgency.

Other pairings — such as poet Oscar Wilde and
performer David Bowie — may have been chosen be-
cause the individuals were well-known for exploring
and playing with gender identity, Rubinfeld said. He
referenced gender theorist Judith Butler’s ideas about
the performativity of gender, and the ways in which
gender is socially constructed.

Other factors at work in one’s construction or per-
formance of identity might include race, history or
the current point in time, Rubinfeld said. “A lot of the
images have a very specific historical or temporal ref-
erence,” he said. “And the meaning of those images
on their own is seen as having been disrupted and dis-
turbed when they’re combined with other images that
often seem very oppositional.”

“The layering brings attention to how a lot of those
images are made,” he continued. “A lot of the images
that Robert used, and the resulting compositions, force

you to think about how you see and how many differ-
ent ways there are of seeing.”

Rubinfeld said that as a student at Hampshire (from
2009 to 2012), he was drawn to Seydel because of,
“The absolute playfulness of his personality and his
totally open curiosity about things.”

Seydel was a voracious reader, schooled in many
disciplines including art, history, philosophy, poet-
ry, photography, alchemy and the occult. “His book-
shelves were three or four books deep and his syllabi
were twenty pages long and were this kind of encyclo-
pedic collage themselves,” Rubinfeld said.

While you are in the gallery, you can spend some
time in the Robert Seydel Reading Room, which offers
a very small sampling of books from Seydel’s eclectic
library in a simulated living room setting. Upstairs, on
the second floor of the library, is a larger reading room
offering many more volumes, again, housed in an in-
ventive environment.

Take the time to look at Seydel’s “Book of Ruth,”
a collection of collages and writings published post-
humously by Siglio Press after Seydel’s sudden death
by heart attack in 2011. In the book, Seydel layers
real life and fiction, creating two characters based
on his aunt Ruth and uncle Sol, who lived together
for most of their adult lives in a small apartment in
Queens, not far from the home of collagist Joseph
Cornell. Seydel has his aunt meet Cornell and fall in
love with him, and this unrequited love is one of the
main subjects of the book. But to put it so narratively
is to misrepresent the character of “Book of Ruth,”
which is an exciting hybrid creation hard to explain
with words alone.

At the Hampshire College Art Gallery, 893 West
Street, Amherst. Hours: Monday through Friday,
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 to 5 p.m. Closed
Saturdays. For more information, visit hampshire.
edu/gallery, email gallery@hampshire.edu,
or call (413) 559-6901.

fishing places. Petroglyphs and pic-
tographs are often found around falls
where migrating fish were seasonally
harvested. Spring salmon may have
accumulated in the settling pool at
the base of Mill Brook falls annually,
and the same can be said of Eastern
brook trout running upriver for their
annual fall spawning.

Tributary paths likely intersected
the marshy main path from Peske-
omskut to Green River. This ter-
rain that today sits north of Silver
Street and south of Barton Road was
known in the early-historic period
as Trap Plain, a bountiful hunting
and trapping ground. As recently as
the final quarter of the 19" century,
Cherry Rum Brook was still referred
to on maps as “Trap Plain Brook.”

By the time of King Philip’s
War, 40 years after the founding of
Springfield, beavers had been over-
harvested to extirpation in southern
New England by Indian trappers
supplying the Pynchon fur-trad-
ing dynasty. That doesn’t mean
signs of old beaver colonies were
not prevalent. The remains of old
beaver ponds must have left dense
marshland and wet, fertile soil along
brooks that had been dammed.

So, Turner and his men were like-
ly negotiating swampy, jungle-like
habitat through the Cherry Rum/
Mill Brook corridor. Plus, once they
got near the Mill Brook falls, their
ability to detect sounds around them
would have been greatly diminished
if not totally erased.

Another shot of the Warner Manufacturing building, this one taken from the south shore of Nash’s Mills Pond, situated
where Comway Street, Leyden Road, and Silver Street today connect. Just north of the Silver Street intersection, a long
bridge today spans 1-91 overlooking Nashs Mills Road and the Greenfield Swinming and Recreation Area to the west.
(Photograph by C.IN. Kelley, restored by Chris Clawson.)

Isn’t it interesting how, despite
being surprised and totally unpre-
pared for a daybreak attack on their
sleeping village, the Indians had
Turner and his fleeing troops right
where they wanted them during the
retreat? The colonials were trying
to escape through unfamiliar terrain
well known by their native pursuers,
whose people had hunted there for
millennia. Unlike their prey, such
as deer, bear and moose, the colo-
nial soldiers were ignorant of trails
and terrain, and hesitant to leave
the beaten paths, making them easy
marks. On horseback, their move-
ment was even easier to detect.

Given such overwhelming odds
against survival, isn’t it amazing that
the so-called “boy hero,” 16-year-old
soldier Jonathan Wells of Hatfield,
lived to tell and retell his famous es-
cape tale, one that’s been picked at
for centuries by historians.

Although I have been unable to
uncover any detailed descriptions
or survey plans unveiling precise
dimensions or height of the Mill
Brooks falls, T haven’t given up. |
thought maybe the local newspa-
per would be helpful, but a cursory
probe of online Greenfield Gazette
and Courier archives was disap-
pointing at best.

Excepting destruction of the
stately, brick North Parish Church
and the rescue of a buried Lane
Construction worker from Brat-
tleboro, there also appears to have
been little reporting on the Inter-
state 91 project. Curious? Yes. The
local newspaper should have been
all over that Route 91 project that
destroyed landmarks, altered trout
streams and changed the town for-
ever. But, no. Not the case.

All T can do is keep digging and
sharing what I uncover. I’'m not
alone. It’s a four-man collaborative
effort, with lots of email and phone
calls among us. Exciting indeed.

We’re on it. It’s dynamic. Who
knows? Maybe this narrative will
pull in other recollec-
tions and photos. One
can only hope.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

EVENTS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

Pushkin  Gallery, Greenfield:
James Fernando, John Lentz
& Bill Winslow, Steve Arnold.
Resonator Series by Hawks &
Reed. $. 7 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Revolutionists. Silverthorne
Theater presents this brutal co-
medic quartet about four very
real women who lived boldly in
France during the Reign of Ter-
ror. $. 7:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half
Shaved Jazz. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

FAB Fashion, Turners Falls:
Fashion Passion Meet and
Greet. Mingle with designers
and models from the Fashion
Passion project. 6 p.m.

Element Brewing Co., Millers
Falls: Brule’s Irish Band. 6 p.m.

Memorial Hall, Shelburne: Play,
Ropes. Three brothers kill time
in an airport on their way to their
estranged father’s final tightrope
walk. Footlights at the Falls pro-
duction. $. 7 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Revolutionists. (See Thursday’s
description.) $. 7:30 p.m.

Guiding Star Grange, Green-
field: Contra Dance. Liz Nelson
calls, with David Kaynor, Su-
san Conger, and the Back Row
Band. $. 8 p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Films
by Artists: How to Turn a Bicycle
into a Record Player. Film pro-
gram curated by Josh Guilford
and Andrew Ritchey. $. 8 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
August, Osage County. ACT
presents this play about the
dark side of a Midwestern fam-
ily. $. 8 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Lez
Zeppelin, She Said. All-female
Led Zeppelin tribute, with open-
ing band She Said performing
originals. $. 8 p.m.

North  Village Smokehouse,
Millers Falls: TNT Karaoke.
9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Fashion Passion
Show. Multi-designer fashion
show with international flair
comes to Turners Falls. Check
out the runway at this second
configuration of FAB Fashion

EXHIBITS

Artspace Gallery, Green-
field: Watercolors by Ruth
Oland-Stuckey. Her style takes
inspiration from the Japanese
watercolor masters depicting
landscapes, fruits, branches,
and other elements from nature.
Through September 20.

Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts
& Arts Center: Susan Valentine
Open Studio and Exhibit. Sep-
tember 5 through 29.

Brattleboro Museum & Art Cen-
ter: New exhibits for the sum-
mer include beach scenes,
activist photography by Dona
McAdams, immersive installa-
tions, steel sculpture, and more.

designer Richie Richardson’s
collaboration. $. 6 p.m.

Epsilon Spires, Brattleboro, VT:
Alloy Orchestra presents Man
With a Movie Camera. Alloy Or-
chestra performs a dynamic live
soundtrack to Soviet director
Dziga Vertov's 1929 surrealist
masterpiece. $. 7 p.m.

Memorial Hall, Shelburne:
Ropes. (See Friday’s descrip-
tion.) $. 7 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Revolutionists. (See Thursday’s
description.) $. 7:30 p.m.

Montague Bookmill, Montague
Center: Diane Cluck, Corey
Laitman. $. 7:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Hal-
las Cowboys. 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
August, Osage County. (See Fri-
day’s description.) $. 2 p.m.

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: ReVamp Fashion
Show. Recycled materials cre-
ate new fashion statements in
the hands of inventive local de-
signers. Fun frolics on the run-
way, curated by Rachel Teumin.
$.3p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Spon-
taneous Combustion 12, open
improvisation night featuring
sets by Gabby Fluke-Mogul &

This rebearsal scene at the Shea Theater shows the epic set built for this week's
Arena Civic Theater presentation of Angust: Osage County. The play deals with
the dysfunctional Weston family, and features sensitive subject matter including suicide,
drug use, and incest. 'There will be only three performances: Friday and Saturday,
Septeniber 20 and 21 at 8 p.m., and Sunday, September 22 at 2 p.n.

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: Fiery Hope. Amandla Cho-
rus. $. 7:30 p.m.

St. James Church, Greenfield:
Dance Spree. Freestyle boogie:
no shoes, no alcohol, no rules.
$.7:30 p.m.

Friends Meetinghouse, Lever-
ett: Roy Zimmerman. Satirical
songs that bring hope through
laughter to fuel resistance in the
age of Trump. $. 7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
August, Osage County. (See Fri-
day’s description.) $. 8 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Af-
terglo. Rock and Roll. $. 8 p.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Britta-
ny, Karlson Puppet Show, Melis-
sa Weikart, Lovelights. Magical
night of experimental puppetry,
skits, and song. $. 8 p.m.

Wendy Eisenberg Duo and The
Impenitents (Andrea Pensado,
Andy Kivela, and Eric Brown).
Bring an instrument. By dona-
tion. $. 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke. 9 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
10 Forward, Greenfield: Blood

Mobile, Chimneys, Fleshlight
Suicide. $. 8 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls:

Open Mic. 9 p.m.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
Music in the Morning. Song,
movement, laughter for young
children and their caregivers.
Marcy Gregoire and Hilary Lake
with puppets, costumes, instru-
ments. $. 10:30 a.m.

10 Forward, Greenfield: Petit
Poucet, Nazi Coffins, Idol Brain,
Shane Kerr. $. 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

10 Forward, Greenfield: Swim,
Olana Flynn, Josie Bettman, Old
Pam, DJ Meginsky. $. 8 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Sal-
sa Wednesday. With McCoy and
DJ Roger Jr. $. 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

10 Forward, Greenfield: Sun-
dog, Greef, Hollow Deck, Bring-
ers of the Dawn. $. 7 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Revolutionists. (See September
19 description.) $. 7:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ma-
sala Jazz. 8:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Artspace, Greenfield: Jam Ses-
sion. Kevin Dee leads monthly
session, all ages and skill levels
welcome. Suggested donation.
$.12 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Revolutionists. (See September
19 description.) $. 7:30 p.m.

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls:
Exit Through the Gift Shop. Pot-
hole Pictures season kicks off
with this award-winning doc-
umentary about graffiti artist
Banksy. Live music before the
show. $. 7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Fred Eaglesmith. $. 8 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
The legendary Talib Kweli, with
Maspyke and Jackson Whalan.
$.8:30 p.m.

North  Village
Millers Falls:
9:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Blue-
grass and Beyond. 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

10 Forward, Greenfield: Tra-
ditional Music Open Session.
Contra, Irish, old-time, etc. Open
jam session. 3 p.m.

St. James Church, Greenfield:
Freedom & Struggle Song
Swap. Singalong and potluck.
Donation. $. 5 p.m.

Pushkin  Gallery, Greenfield:
Rosemary Caine, Chris Devine,
Michael Nix. Resonate Series
by Hawks & Reed. $. 7 p.m.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The
Revolutionists. (See September
19 description.) $. 7:30 p.m.

Smokehouse,
TNT Karaoke.

Through September 23. New
exhibits to open October 4 in-
clude works by: Fafnir Adamites,
Doug Trump, Maria Elena Gon-
zalez, Gordon Meinhard, and
Thelma Appel.

DVAA Gallery, Northfield: Fabri-
cations Il. Textile creations, both
wearable and fine art. Through
November 2. Reception with the
Farley String Band this Sunday,
September 22 at 1 p.m.

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Speaking for the
Trees. Paintings by Cindi Old-
ham. What if, in addition to sus-
taining us, trees were sentient?
What if they had communities
and wept for each other? What
if they nursed and cared for their

young? Would that change ev-
erything? Through September.

Greenfield Gallery: Linda Leigh-
ton: From the Gardens. Photog-
rapher’s thoughtful meditations
on a garden theme. Through
September 22, followed by West-
ern Massachusetts lllustrators
Guild Group Exhibit, September
17 through October 25, showing
narrative illustration by 15 artists.

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield:
Paintings and sculpture by
Annaleah Gregoire. Gregoire
draws inspiration from exam-
ining issues such as the en-
croachment of technology on
the natural world and incorpo-
rates techniques such as ce-
ramics, bronze casting, laser

cutting, and 3D printing.

Nina’'s Nook, Turners Falls:
Mapping the Body. Multimedia
installation by Nancy Lauten-
bach featuring her Pod series,
inspired by the female form in
collage, drawings, and sculp-
ture. Through October 26.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne
Falls: Karen lIglehart: Entering
Abstraction through Color, oll
paintings; Carson Converse:
Modern Art Quilts; and Dawn
Siebel: The Endangered.

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shel-
burne Falls: Local Color. Art in-
spired by the landscape of west-
ern Mass by member artists.
Through September.

CALLS FOR ART

Nina's Nook in Turners Falls
invites artists to submit erotic
artfor Triple SSS 2020: Sensu-
al, Sexual, Smut. Submit up to
three jpegs to eroticart2020@
gmail.com by January 15 for
the February show. A $10 par-
ticipation fee is asked at drop
off to help with expenses relat-
ing to the reception.

Artspace in Greenfield wel-
comes artists and art instruc-
tors with ideas for exhibits and
programming at the center. If
you have an idea for a class,
a musical project, a gallery ex-
hibit, or what have you, please
contact the office at (413) 772-
6811 or email info@artspace-
greenfield.com.

Where do you live? Where
are you from? Who gets to
make the map, and what
gets left out? Exploded View
announces a call for art on
the theme of “You Are Here.”
Open to all media; send three
jpegs along with descriptions
and dimensions of the work
and name, address, phone
number to explodedview-
ma@gmail.com by Decem-
ber 15 to be juried into the
show, scheduled at the Great
Falls Discovery Center during
January and February 2020.

Vendors wanted for the next
Saturday PopUp market on
October 5 at Hawks & Reed,
Greenfield. Rent a space for
selling your work, service,
or what have you. Contact
Sarah Robertson with your
ideas, at marketing@hawk-
sandreed.com.

SAT 9/21 9:30 pm
The Hallas Cowboys

MON 9/23  8pm
Open Mic Night

THURS 9/26 8:30 pm
Masala Jazz

FRI 9/27 9:30 pm
Bluegrass
and Beyond

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666
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LABRIE PHROTO

Purslane, a common garden weed,
is a powerhouse of nutrients and antioxidants.

By RACHEL LABRIE

TURNERS FALLS - Greetings to the Montague
Reporter community! The Great Falls Apple Corps wel-
comes with open arms our favorite season — Autumn.

Apples are already being picked and shared with the
community, and we have been busy planning for a fun
fall season. The cooler mornings bring with them a tinge
of change in the leaves, and the promise of cozy sweaters
and hot cider.

But before we get deep into the fall season, we will
cherish the last bits of summer that hang on in the gardens
— cherry tomatoes, cabbage, the bright colors of cosmos
and zinnias, and the deep purple of the morning glories.
Make sure to take a walk down by the river and check out
the Unity Park Community Garden before the season is
over!

Edible Spotlight:
Purslane, Portulaca Oleracea

The Great Falls Apple Corps loves our wild edibles, es-
pecially when it’s a delicious and nutritious garden weed.
Purslane is my all-time favorite edible weed and is the per-
fect snack on a hot summer day. Purslane looks like a suc-
culent, growing close to the ground, with thick red stems
and alternate smooth, paddle shaped leaves that form a
mat. It loves heat and tolerates dry sandy soil, showing up
mostly at the end of June and July when the sun is hot. It

has little yellow flowers late July through September.

It can be found, like most edible weeds, in disturbed
soils close to humans — sidewalk cracks, vacant lots, edg-
es of lawns and roads. It is also often found in the garden,
creeping amongst your vegetables, looking scrumptious.
Both the leaves and stems are edible, but the leaves are
tastiest. Purslane is native of India, Africa, and Persia,
where it has been used for thousands of years. It has
been considered a succulent garden herb by Europeans
for centuries.

Purslane is mucilaginous, meaning it has a viscous or
gelatinous consistency. This mucilage is the richest source
of omega-3 fatty acids studied to date. A powerhouse of
nutrients, purslane is an excellent example of “food as
medicine.” It is rich in vitamins A, C, E, and B, and the
minerals iron, calcium, magnesium, potassium, lithium,
phosphorus, zinc, manganese, copper and selenium.

It is also higher in antioxidants than cranberries, and
has more glutathione than spinach. Glutathione is an anti-
oxidant found in our body that also aids in detoxification.

While highly nutritious, purslane is at home in the
kitchen. It has a zesty, lemony flavor and can be put fresh
in salads or in the place of lettuce or other leafy greens.
I love to put the leaves in my potato and egg salad. Purs-
lane is also delicious pickled, or added in with cucumber
pickles. It can be lightly sautéed or braised, and is often
used to thicken soups or stews. My favorite way is to eat
it fresh on a hot summer day in the gardens.

So get outside, go visit the gardens, and eat some purs-
lane before the summer is gone for good!

Upcoming Events

Wednesday, September 25: T-Shirt Fundraiser for the
Unity Park Community Garden at the Great Falls Farmers
Market at Peskeomskut Park, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. We
will be selling Unity Park Community Garden T-shirts to
help fundraise money for the community garden. Come
out to the market and say hello!

Sunday, September 22: Our last Pickle in the Park of
the season! Come out and make a batch of lacto-fermented
pickles with vegetables donated from local farms. Thanks
again to the Montague Cultural Council for a grant that
enabled us to have supplies on hand for all participants.
Picklers of all ages welcome at the Unity Park Shade Tent
next to the playground. 1 p.m.

Sunday, October 27: Fall Clean Up at the Unity Park
Community Garden at 10 a.m.

We will also have an applesauce making party some-
time in October, exact time and day TBA. Check our
Facebook and Instagram for updates, or email greatfalls-
applecorps@gmail.com.
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