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Montague Dedicates a New Police Station

&
f | 18

The officers of the Montagne Police Departiment stand proudly at the dedication of Montague’s new public safety facility on Saturday.

Rain did not dampen the celebration, which was attended by hundreds of town residents.

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS —

Hundreds turned out for the
dedication and open house at
Montague’s new state of the art
police station on Saturday morn-
ing, August 29th. A steady drizzle
did not discourage the crowd,

Peter Zschau in the Running for Kennedy’s

BY JOE KWIECINSKI
TURNERS FALLS - Former
Turners Falls resident Peter
Zschau has announced his inten-
tion to run as an independent can-
didate for  the vacant
Massachusetts Senate seat held
for 47 years by the late Edward
Kennedy.

Governor Deval Patrick has
called for a special election to be
held January 19th, 2010 to fill the
open office. Attorney General
Martha Coakley has tipped her
hat into the ring already, and
many other prominent names are
being mentioned as possible con-
tenders, including Kennedy’s
nephew, former U.S. representa-
tive Joseph Kennedy I1.

But Zschau was perhaps the
first out of the gate with his
announcement, breaking the
news at the Montague Reporter
office a day before Coakley put
her name in the running.

Zschau, who moved to
Nantucket in 2007, is 60 years
old and has served as president of
the Partridge-Zschau Insurance
Agency for about three and a half
decades. A hopeful ‘dark horse’
candidate, Zschau acknowledges
he does not have a long resume in

which filled the emptied bays of
the adjoining Turners Falls fire
station to listen to remarks from
politicians and building commit-
tee members, and an emotional
thank you from police chief Ray
Zukowski. Zukowski choked up
as he thanked his family, the

political office
to recommend
him to voters
statewide, but
he sees that as
a plus. The
only elective
office he has
held to date
was as a
Montague
town meeting
member in the
1970s, an
office to be
proud of.

An affable
man, Zschau is
quite serious
and exudes confidence about his
mission. He has already released
a platform built around three
main ideas — term limits, wealth
based pay gradations for

Congress, and the reduction of
campaign war chests — all of

which he considers a tonic for an
ailing democracy.

“I don’t think we can continue
politics as usual,” Zschau said.
(His name is pronounced like
show-er, minus the “-er’.) “Look
at local and state governments
and see how they are suffering.

selectboard and Turners Falls
Water Department Prudential
Committee, the officers and dis-
patch statf of his department, and
many more who worked with
him to realize the $5.6 million
project, saying, “l am humbled
by the turnout today. This is such

Seat

Peter Zschau

Politicians say things are getting
better, but [ don’t see it. The only
thing that’s going to work is to
put people back to work. But the
federal government keeps print-
ing money and running up
deficits.”

According to Zschau, term

limits are the starting point of

reform. “The most important
piece of my proposals,” he said,
“is term limits. We’ve had
attempts in the past, but they've
been turned away. As I under-

see ZSCHAU pg 12

a great community effort. | can’t
thank you enough. This building
will meet the needs of this com-
munity for 40 years.”

Indeed, it his been nearly that
long since Montague police
chiefs and citizen committees
have examined the needs of the

police department, and found
conditions in the basement of the
town hall where the department
worked intolerable. There, offi-
cers, evidence, suspects, victims,
and the general public had been
forced to share 1200 square feet
of space in a jumbled warren of
badly lit, poorly ventilated, flood-
prone rooms.

As of Monday of this week,
that chapter of Montague’s histo-
ry is closed, as the police depart-
ment completed its successful
transition to the spacious, airy,
geo-thermally heated and cooled
space in the new 12,000-square-
foot facility on Turnpike Road,
ten times the size of their former
quarters. The new building pro-
vides the police a central location
from which to reach each village
of Montague easily, and Chief
Zukowski has promised no
change to the police presence in
downtown Turners.

The officers of the police
department and the dispatch staff
lined the back of the fire station
garage, standing proudly as state
representative Steven Kulik pre-
sented a plaque signed by House
Speaker Robert DelLeo “to the
citizens of Montague in recogni-

see POLICE pg 8

necreatmn I:ommmee I!II the Hot Seat

The Gill selectboard went over acconnts with the Gill recreation commitiee on
Monday: (Er) John Ward, Naney Griswold, Ann Banash, Tracy Rogers,
and committee members Cathy Demars, Rose Levassenr; and Nathan Duda

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL — The Gill recreation com-
mittee took center stage at the
selectboard meeting on Monday,
August 31st, as the board dis-
cussed ways to bail the commit-
tee out of about $1200 of debt in
their revolving account, and to
plan ways to ensure smoother
financial accounting of rec activi-
ties in the future.

“I think you’ve made some
really good progress,” said select-
board chair Ann Banash.

Weeks earlier, the board had
proposed dissolving the recre-
ation committee because of their
tangled financial accounts, which
saw the balance in their revolving
fund careen from $7500 in the

black to $1200 in the red in the
course of one fiscal year, while no
clear accounting could be provid-
ed for expenditures from the
committee’s  $3000 expense
account, provided by the town.

Before the recreation commit-
tee came in, the board said the
town’s accountant, Brian Morton,
would not pay receipts to any
vendor owed money by the recre-
ation committee, until more
money was allocated to the
revolving fund.

An article to dissolve the
recreation committee and turn
over its responsibilities to the
park commissioners (the select-
board) is on the warrant for Gill’s

see GILL pg 7
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PET OF THE WEEK
Beautiful Heart

Bella

My name is Bella, and I'm a
five-year-old female pit bull terri-
er mix in need of a good home.
The first thing you may notice
about me is my gorgeous brindle
coat, but you should know that
my heart is just as beautiful. I ride
really well in the car. My family
took good care of me and even
taught me basic commands like
“sit”, “lie down™ and “paw”. If
that doesn’t impress you, just
wait until you see me smile!

If you love sloppy kisses,
playing and snuggling then I may
be the girl for you. I can live with
dogs, confident cats and children
12 and over. For more informa-
tion on adopting me, please con-
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley

Humane Society at (413) 548-
9898 or via email:
info@dpvhs.org.
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local gossip, news & business listings

NAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying and s2iling ied books

22 BRIDGE STREET, ZND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FaLLs, MA

413-625-9850
ndoleiwcrocker.com closed Mondays

The Montagque
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday,
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.,

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS
Music and Movement

TURNERS FALLS - The
weekly Music and Movement
series with Tom Carroll and
Laurie Davidson has been
moved to the Millers Falls
Library on Thursday mornings
at 10 a.m. during September to
December. The series was
going to move to the Montague
Center Library for the fall, but

the location was changed due to
safety issues with the site.
Young children of all ages and
their parents or caregivers are
invited to the free programs.
Registration is not required.
The series is sponsored by the
Family Network. For more
information, please call 863-
3214

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS
Top Readers Announced

BY BARBARA FRIEDMAN —
Although it was a rainy summer,
it was perfect for reading and
enjoying the library. Our space-
ship has flown away, but many
children had a chance to try on
our astronaut crew suit and walk
— or crawl — into our manned
space vehicle. Older children
and adults found the command
center — our computers, now
equipped with wifi — a more
appealing summer distraction.

During the summer, we added
larger monitors and a laptop too.
Top Readers in the summer
reading program were Jeannette
Emond, with 65 hours of read-
ing logged, closely followed by
Kristen Canedy, with 60 hours!
Sixty-seven children and teens,
and thirty adults, signed up for
the summer reading program.

Congratulations to all who
enriched their summer by
reading!

Barton Cove Unsafe for Swimming

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL — Rusty Fish of Gill
called on Monday to tell us not
to swim in Barton Cove. High
levels of E. coli bacteria have
been detected by periodic moni-
toring conducted by the Franklin

Regional Council of
Governments.
Kimberly = McPhee, the

FRCOG’s natural resources pro-
gram manager followed up with
a letter on September 2nd stat-
ing, “To date, the monitoring
results indicate that E. coli bac-
teria i§ being washed into the
river when it rains, making the
water unsuitable for swimming
during and up to 48 hours after
the rain ends. Monitoring data
for the Barton Cove site indicate
that the water has been consis-
tently unsuitable for swimming
this season, even when it hasn’t

been raining, and can be unsuit-
able for boating and fishing dur-
ing and up to 48 to 72 hours
after a rain event. The
Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection bacte-
ria source tracking program will
be conducting additional E. coli
sampling in Barton Cove to help
determine if the most likely
source of the E. coli bacteria is
human or animal waste.”

“I've been swimming all
summer long in Barton Cove,”
said Fish. “I'm a little upset my
government has this information
and has taken this long to get it
out to the public.”

Fish said he has seen a lot of
campers, boaters, and water
skiers in Barton Cove this sum-
mer. “It’s a safety issue,” he said.
“What’s important is to keep
people out of the damn water.”

FACES & PLACES

Lanra Herbert and Rob Fletcher are part of the typical crowd that gathers at

the French King Entertainment Center in Firving on Superfun Bonding
Night, every other Wednesday. Septesber 3rd is the 50th anniversary of the
French King Entertainment Center. Ouwner Fric Semb says the establishment

will be celebraling the week of Sept. 215t with 50 cent games, 50 cent bowl-

ing shoes, 50 cent ol dogs and pizzza, and 50 cent beers: just like in the 505!

EXCAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks -
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch

LANDSCAPING
413-863-3652

GILL - The highway depart-
ment will be paving Main Road
from Lyons Hill to Renaissance
Builders, and Boyle Road from
Main Road to the elementary
school, on Thursday and Friday,
September [0th and 11th. The
roads will remain open during
the paving; through tratfic is
advised to seek alternate routes.

SENIOR GENTER ACTIVITIES — Sept 7th to Sept 11th

GILL/MONTAGUE  Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am, to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Friday at
11:30 a.m. Meal reservations
must be made a day in advance
by 11:00 a.m. Messages can be
left on our machine when the
center is not open. Meal site
Manager is Becky Cobb.
Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter. For information
or to make meal reservations, call
863-9357. Reserve your tickets
now The Polka Fest trip on
September 29 and the Salem
Cross Harmoni-Cats trip on
October 20. Call to sign up.
Monday, Sept. 7th

Senior Center Closed

Tuesday, Sept. 8th

9:00 a.m. Walking group (weath-
er permitting)

10:00 a.m. Brown Bag (9/1)
12:45 p.m. COA Board Meeting
(9/1)

1:00 p.m. Canasta

Wednesday, Sept. 9th

9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic

10:00 a.m.: Senior Aerobics
11:15 a.m.: Mealsite Friends

Meeting

12:45 p.m,: Bingo

Thursday, Sept. 10th

10:00  am. Coffee &
Conversation

1:00 p.m. Pitch

Friday, Sept. 11th

10:00 am. Senior Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics

1:00 p.m. Scrabble
Gill/Montague Senior Trips: Call
863-9357 or 863-43500 for more
information.

CHAIR YOGA classes with Jean
Erlbaum on Tuesdays from 10:30
to 11:15 am. on the following
Tuesdays: Sept 8, 15, 22, Oct 13,
20,27, Nov 10, 17,24, Dec 8, 15.
These classes offer a good stretch
and strengthening for muscles,
oiling for joints and fun! People
from all towns are invited and of
all skill levels, including folks in
wheelchairs. There is a discount-
ed price of $2.00 for each class.
Pre-registration is not required.
For more information and for
help with transportation, please
contact Roberta Potter at (413)
863-4500.

ERVING Senior Center, 18

Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is open
Monday through Friday from 9
a.m, to 2 p.m. for activities and
congregate meals. For info and
reservations, call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center Director, at (413)
423-3308. Lunch is daily at 11:30
a.m., with reservations 24 hours
inadvance. Transportation can be
provided for meals, Thursday
shopping, or medical necessity.

Monday, Sept. 7th

Senior Center Closed

Tuesday, Sept. 8th

9:00 a.m. Aerobics

10:15 a.m. Senior Business
Meeting (8/25)

12:00 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, Sept. 9th

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing

12 noon Bingo

Thursday, Sept. 10th

9:00 a.m. Aerobics

Friday, Sept. 11th

9:00 a.m. Bowling

Call for Lunch info on 9/4,
WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village Road.
Call Kathy Swaim at (978) 544-
2020 for hours and upcoming
programs.

MCTV Channel 17

Visit www.montaguema.net
for complete schedule

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

» System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
¢ Other Major Brands
* Fxpert Burner Service

If we don't carry your favorite brand,
we'll order it for you!

Open Men-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm * Sun Nodn-7pm

59 Avenue A * Turners Falls

863-9900

Great Fally
Farmery

Mavket

2 — 6 p.m. Rain or Shine
Wednesdays

May thru October
Avenue A & 2nd Street
Cratts * Produce in Season *
Baked Goods = Fresh Eggs
Annuals, Perennials
New Vendors Contact Don

don.clegg@yahoo.com
Ad sponsored by
Franklin Community Cooperative
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Come Home, Lake Pleasant

e

ORDER™

A previous get tagether al the Scalpers [Lodge

BY DAVID JAMES - The call
has gone forth to all who have
ever lived in the village and
called Lake Pleasant home. The
time has come to renew ancient
acquaintances and share remem-
brances of the good old days of

= [NDEPENDEN I *==
SCALPERS

yesteryear.

A reunion is scheduled at the
Independent Order of Scalpers,
Miscoluspi Lodge, on Lake
Pleasant Road for Saturday,
September 16th, from noon until
the last person leaving turns out

the starlights.

Grills will be available and
attendees are requested to bring
food to share with others.
Games and activities have been
planned for small fry and big
folk, too.

Lake Pleasant is one of the
five villages of the town of
Montague, the smallest and last
to be settled. The village was
founded in 1870 as a summer
picnic place and campground.
From the mid-1870s through the
1920s it was the largest gather-
ing place for Spiritualists in the
United States. and remains the
oldest continuously-existing
Spiritualist center in the nation.

For more reunion informa-
tion, contact Karen (Reil)
MeCormack, (413) 772-03086,
or Nancy (Baker) Jackson.
(413) 774-3086.

Wendell Website Forum

On Tuesday, September 8th,
at 6:30 p.m. the Wendell website
committee and the designers of
the town’s new improved web-
site will hold a forum at the
Wendell Free Library to solicit
community feedback on the new
design. The goal of web design-
ers Christine Texeira and
Christopher Parker is to create an
inviting website that is easy to
navigate by both town officials
and the general public. The site
will provide a tapestry of town

government, library, community
and Wendell historical informa-
tion. Part of the challenge, the
designers say, is to create a
graphically interesting site that
runs acceptably on dial-up con-
nections — which at the moment,
aside from satellite is the only
means of internet access avail-
able in the town of Wendell.
The website committee
invites board and committee
members, officials, and the gen-
eral public to a forum designed to

provide a tour of the ‘site in
progress,” and to solicit commu-
nity input. There will be plenty of
time for questions and requests to
navigate specific areas of the site,
and to identify town activities
that may have been forgotten.

The website, in preliminary
form, can be viewed at www-
new.wendellmass.us. The web-
site committee is pleased with
the website’s development and is
excited to begin sharing their
work with the community.

SWEET TALK ON THE AVE

Changing Times

CLAUDIA WELLS ILLUSTRATION
BY BRIDGET SWEET
TURNERS FALLS - Bob
Dylan’s lyrics “The Times they
are a-Changin’” echo in the alleys
of the old downtown these days.
Dancing on the Ave only a short
while ago, yet autumn’s stealin’
in on velvet paws, with colorful
leaves and a swirl of squirrels for-
aging as the school buses roll by.
Oh, my!

May Lisa’s Handcrafted Soap
at 100 3rd Street open soon for
our purchasing enjoyment. Lisa
Adams of Lake Pleasant will
have Bath Fizzies and Body
Butter to soothe our soon-to-be
dry, chapped skin. Adams, a
Handcrafted Soap Makers Guild
member, is taking the plunge and
opening a storefront for her busi-
ness. All of her products are
chemical free, with no preserva-
tives, no animal products, all nat-
ural, with no synthetic fragrances.
Adams plans on teaching classes

on how to make all her products,
too. Her website, www.lisashand-
craftedsoap.com, already has her
soaps for sale. A real find for the
allergy sensitive!

Another sign of autumn’s
arrival: The Salvation Army,
Montague unit, needs volunteers.
TSA Field Supervisor Dale
Clark, based in Northampton, can
meet with interested Montague
residents in Turners Falls. Please
contact her at (413) 586-5336 or
at dclark(@salvationarmy.org to
sign up.

Fall means back to school, and
that, of course, means paper!
What better source for paper than

our local paper mill, Southworth
Company, at 36 Canal Street?

Ed Driscoll shared his enthu-
siasm about the 170-year-old
paper company at the Third
Annual Turners Falls Block
Party on August 8th. His free
sample of a 24 pound, 100% cot-
ton notepad gave yours truly the
ability to file this report. Robin
Hallett is the woman to contact
for sales at (413) 863-4326.
Sweet deal!

Lastly, 1 inform my fans,
Montague and beyond, this is my
last column, for now. Thank you
all for reading these past nine
months. Higher education beck-
ons! | have enjoyed meeting
entrepreneurs and fellow writers,
and sharing all the news with
you. Ta-ta, dearies!

/]

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, INC.
( / nsurance

Auto Damage to Someone Else's Property

For as little as eight dollars or less a year, an
experienced driver can increase Property Damage
coverage on his or her auto pelicy from $10,000
to $100,000.

With values of property increasing, this additional
coverage can protect you in the event of an accident
in which you are at fault and damage someone
else's property.

‘IE

25 MILLERS FALLS ROAD
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

www.pzinc.com .-

ARBELLA

JRANGCE GRHOUP

PHONE: (413) 863-4331
FAX: (413) 863-9426

MONTAGUE PARKS & RECREATION PEPARTMENT
36 First Si./Unity Park Ficldhouse
Turners Falls. MA 01376
Phone: (413) 863-3216/Fax: (113) 863-3229

www.moniague.nel

FALL PROGRAMS - 2009

YOUTH PROGRAMS
| YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAMS _Sept. 12.- Oct.31 |

September is Youth Soccer Month
SQUIRTS SOCCER — (hildren in grades K - 2, Saturdays: %:30 .. - 10:30 z.m,
Fees: Montague Residents - S25.00 per week, Non residents - S30.00 per week
JUNIOR & SENIORTRAVEL SOCCER LEAGUE -
Junior League — firades 3 & 1 - Games will be 1 v.4
Fees: Montague Residents SH.00/child fweek, Non-Residents S43.00
Senior League — brades 5 & 6 - Games will he 7v.7
Fees: Montagne Residents $45.00 per week, Nou-Residents S30.00 per week
= COACHES ARE NEEDED FOR ALL LEVELS -TRAINING IS PROYVIDED,
= STHINGUARDS ARE REQUIRED for all levels
= The MPRD Office will be open on Saturday, Sepl. Sih from 9:00 a.n. - 12:00 p.m.
Lot soccer registrations,
* Al fevels have encollment /team limits

SWIMMING LESSONS - We Accommodale Many Levels and Age Groups
SESSION Iz fetober 31s* - December 9th (*Tentative starting dale)
Saturdlay Mornings Registvation Deadline: Friday. Octoher 23n
Foes: Montague Residents $40.00. Non-residents $15.00
Registration Deadlines: Session [ - Friday. fctober 23rd

BLUEFISH SWIM TEAM - Early November through mid Mareh 20110
{pen Lo all avea vouth able 10 swim one length of the pool = freesivle
PRACTICES — Mon. /Wed. [Thurs. evenings (Times subject 1o change)
Minnows & Guppies: 5:15 pom. - 6:15 pam. Dolphios: 6:15 pom. - 7245 pom.
COMPETITIVE MEETS — Sal. afternoons (Home & Away): Dec.. Jan. & February

ADULT PROGRAMS

Yoga Awareness Mouth!
Restorative YOGA — Seplember 28th - November 23th (No class Ocl. 121h)
Melults 18 and Over | Monday evenings: T:00 p. - 7045 pome

Fees Montague Residenls = Sa5.00. Non-Residents = S70.00
Registration Deadline: Friday. Seplember 181h

R.A.D. Program — A parinership with The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office
Females 13 & up. Those under 18 must have a waiver signed by their parenls.
November 10 - December Sz 6:00 pon. - 900 p.m.

FAMILY PROGRAMS

INTRODUCTION TO WILDERNESS SURVIVAL
with Yellowllawks Journey
Ages B and Vp - (Youth ages 178 Undder Must he accompanied by an adultflegal guardiang
Saturday. October 100h: 9:00 wm. - 5:00 pan. Call for Fees
*Nomore than 1wo youth per wdull

Registration Deadline: Friday. September 25th
PRIMITIVE COOKING WORKSHOP vwith Yellowllawks Journey
Agres Boand Fp - (Youth ages 17 & Under Must be aceompanied by an adult/legal guardian)
Saturday. October 24th: Y:00 w. - 5:00 pam. Call for Fees
*No mare o (wo youth per adult

Registration Deadline: Friday. October Yih
BASIC FIREARMS SAFETY AWARENESS
Family membhers, (Children & yes. & Up)
Tharsday October 81h or Gctober 29th: 630 pon. - T30 pow. Tees FREE
(Participants need only sign up for one class.as both cover the same malerial [information)

Instructor: Alan W, Lambert. MA Cerl. Law Enforeement Firearms Instruetor.
WS Cerl. Basie Firearms Instruetor
This program is hrowght 1o you by
DEERFIELD EDCCATION AND CONSEIATION CORPORATION
(A 30 0-3 Non-profit vrganization), and UPPERIAND DEFENSE & CONSULTANTS
Regisiration Deadline: Friday, Oct. 2nd (for et 8th)
& Friday. fet. 23rd (for Oel. 291h)

8th Annual Family
Fall Fun Day

Saturday, OCTOBER 17,
2009
1:00pm - 3:30pm

Come oul and celebrate the rue New England season!
Lnjov Searecrow Stuifing, Pumpkin Carving,
bake sale, and more! Adopl vour scirecrow now,
they g fast!
Held at Unity Park, Turners Falls
Fews: Scarecrows = 56,00 per ;

Pumpkin Carving = S2.00 per
We need elothes Jor our scareerows!
10 you have some long sleeve shirls and pants (hat
you're nol using anymore, we will gladly take them
oI your Tands. Drop them off at onr office,

Thanks!
For additional program information

CALL NOW - 863-3216
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Try Again on Senior Center

The town of Erving is blessed
with many valuable resources,
natural beauty, industry, and the
second lowest average tax bill in
the state, due to the major utility
presence in town at the Northfield
Mountain pumped storage hydro
facility. Erving has nearly $4 mil-
lion in its stabilization fund, and
more on hand in free cash, despite
the fact the town has undertaken a
recent renovation of its elemen-
tary school, built a new police sta-
tion, and is currently working on
major overhauls of two of its
three water treatment facilities.

But as in all communities,
Erving’s most valuable resources
are human: the children in its
school system, the working fami-
lies and residents of its villages,
and its senior citizens.

But while the town is second
to none in its commitment of
resources to the educational
needs of the young and the infra-
structure and public safety needs
of its families, two recent voles at
town meetings give us pause
when considering Erving’s com-
mitment to the people who have
worked the hardest and longest to
bring the town to its present pros-
perity.

The senior citizens of Erving
are being shorichanged by a
minority of town meeting voters,
who by a four vote margin have
twice denied them their fare share
of the fruits of their labor, by fail-
ing to muster a two-thirds major-
ity to approve spending $2.3 mil-
lion to build a modem facility to
house the town’s senior center.

Given the town’s large nest
egg, the savings it has realized on
recent infrastructure improve-
ment projects in the current com-
petitive bidding climate, and the
demonstrable need for a new
building adequate to the health,
social, and recreational needs of
the town’s seniors, we think the
town should try again, and this
time pass the measure that has
been worked on by a dedicated
committee of senior citizens
working with the selectboard and
the Franklin County Regional
Housing and Redevelopment
Authority for the last two years.

At the first vote on the new
senior center, the town failed to
mention the fact that a two-thirds
majority would be required to
approve the $1 million bond that
would be required as part of the
financing of the project. (This
borrowing would result in no net
increase to the tax rate, since it
would pick up where the retired
bond for the police station lelt
off.) On June 22nd, a revote was
ordered, and though both the yeas
and nays increased their numbers,
still the outcome fell four votes
shy of two-thirds: 64 to 38.

At that meeting, the select-
board cast doubt on the fact that
the town is now on the hook to

repay the $162,892 the state of

Massachusetts made available to
Erving in Community
Development Block Grant funds
to design the new center
Subsequently, board chair Andy
Tessier questioned Erving’s own-
ers’ agent for the senior center,
FCRHRA’s Bruce Hunter, on this
point, at a selectboard meeting on
June 29th. Hunter told him point
blank the town would have to
repay the money to the state il the
center is not built according to the
plans funded by the CDBG grant.
He also pointed out the town has
invested $52,198 of its own funds
for a feasibility study and geot-
hermal design, which will all go
to waste if the project is shelved.

Since then, the town has saved
more than $350,000 on competi-
tive bids for repainting the water
tower in Ervingside and relining

sewer pipes in Erving Center, of

the amounts town meeting set
aside for those projects following
the defeat of the senior center
proposal. This is a strong indica-
tor the same competitive climate
would only help bring down the
estimated cost of the senior center
if voters approve it soon.

Clean, safe drinking water,
well-lined sewer pipes, and state
of'the art treatment plants are vital
assets for the town, and we
applaud Erving for investing in
and protecting those assets. But
are they really more important
than the social well-being and

see SENIOR pg 5
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"I shall not rest until health care is provided for all Americans."

"The Dream Lives On." - Edward Kennedy 1932 - 2009

LETTERS TO

Gill Friends & Neighbors

This is a long overdue thank you for all the
for all the Gill Store
memories, the many town hall meetings, the Gill
school programs, and the bus rides to Fenway
Park. We covered 46 years of adventures together.
We are now retired and living in Greenfield Acres.
Please keep eating greens, as the Gill Greenery
is alive and well, with Sean and Becky Minor and
family working the farm. Life on Center Road is
still good! Thank you, from a very fortunate duo,
— Phil & Susie Maddern

years you shared with us...

50th!

71 L
Greenfield

(written on Gill Store stationery)

Getting Back to the Garden in Wendell

Even though our summer was
short, the heat wave began in
mid-August, just in time for the
Wendell and Montague Old
Home Days.

August 15th — what a wonder-
ful day it was — prime time sum-
mer and the living was easy. All
the Old Home Days are grand
when you renew old acquaintanc-
es and make new ones. But 40
years ago that day I was running
down Max Yasgur’s field to get a
glimpse of the glory at
Woodstock.

As the song goes: “1 came
across a child of God, he was
walking along the road, and I
asked him where are you going,
and this he told me: “Well, I'm
going on down to Wendell town,
gonna join in a rock ‘n’ roll band,
gonna get back to the land, and
set my soul free...”

Joni Mitchell puts it much bet-
ter, but Old Home Day in
Wendell had many similar feel-
ings of harmony and tranquility.

American Dead in
Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 8/29/09

US FORCES
Casualtion in Irag

as of thia date

DPHER PARKER PHOTO

A Free Box Vairy graced

the Wendell OJd Home Parade

Annie Hassett and Gangly Heart
kicked off their set with this tune
and followed it with Jefferson
Airplane’s, “Don’t You Want
Somebody to Love?” and that set
the tone for the whole beautiful
day. The heavens blessed us with
exceptional weather and every-
one shared in the rhythm. Live
music was the order of the day,
and not overly loud, so you could

We Welcome
Your Lefters!

Montague Reporter

58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION

| THE EDITOR

Quilt Show a Success

On behalf of the Montague Old Home
Days commiltee,
Society, and the many who enjoyed the quilt
showing, a big thanks to Lillian Fiske for
her tireless work to hold the 1st Annual
Quilt Show at Montague Old Home Days

the Montague Historical

The quilts were amazing and lovely and
the showing was very well attended.
Requests have been made to “Do il again,

— Peg Bridges
Montague Center

reminisce with friends. |
thoroughly enjoyed myself,

S watching dancing children

¥ frolicking and lovely art
B cxhibits of many craftspeo-
g ple, and delicious foods
¥ from Myron’s Yakitori to
% Lorraine Chaisson’s famous
egg rolls. I was amazed by
the exhibit of fresh New
England wild mushrooms,
and the wondrous flower

arrangements from
Laughing Dog Farm. The

taste explosions of Tommy
Chaisson’s jams and pre-
serves was magnificient!

Karen Copeland as host
and MC did a phenomenal
job, as did the Friends of the
Library and Friends of the
Meetinghouse. My day was
not complete without a mas-
sage from master masseuse Sinji
Morimoto.

Close friends left for
Montague’s Old Home Days,
where they told of happy adven-
tures capped by Karen’s School
of Dance’s exposition. If only [
could have been in two places at
once!

[ topped ofl my Wendell expe-
rience with the fabulous Diemand
Egg Farm Bar-B-Q chicken, and
travelled down the mountain to
Turners with visions of bombers
turning into butterflies... until
next year.

— Gregg Hollywood Williams
Turners Falls



September 3, 2009

THE MONTAGUE REFPORTER

GUEST EDITORIALS

Back to School with Less Plastic

EMILY MONOSSON
MONTAGUE CENTER -
My daughter and [ recent-
ly made the annual back-
to-school pilgrimage to
the local big-box office
store, and [ am appalled.
For me, the leathery smell
of new shoes stirs sweet
pangs marking those pre-
cious last days of summer;
for my children, it likely
will be the smell of vinyl
and assorted plastics.

As a child of the 1960s,
when plastics had yet to
touch every aspect of our
lives, my pencils and
rulers were made of
wood; my binders, card-
board and fabric; my book
bag, canvas, and back-to-
school shopping wasn’t a
major industry, let alone a
‘season.’

As a toxicologist who
has spent much of the last
year studying the world’s
overabundance of plastics
and their associated toxic-
ities and as a consumer
who carries cloth bags,
avoids  over-packaged
lunch items and diligently
recycles — though admit-
tedly I am not a purist
when it comes to plastic —
this year’s shopping lefi
me feeling particularly
hypocritical.

We entered the store
armed with “the list’ sent

home by my daughter’s
teachers. We left with an
armful of polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC), polystyrene,
polypropylene, polyethyl-
ene, all neatly packaged in
yet more polystyrene and
PVC — and very little of it
readily recyclable. The
store’s hundreds of bright-
ly colored disposable
plastic pens certainly are
not recyclable. Not only
are products often a com-
bination of plastics not
easily separated (poly-
styrene,  thermoplastic
elastomer and polycar-
bonate, for example),
recycling 1s seldom feasi-
ble because there's an
insufficient market for the
materials.

By some estimates,
hundreds of millions if not
billions of disposable pens
are sold in the U.S. each
year. Once disposed of or
lost, bits of those pens will
eventually add to the
Earth’s expanding “plastic
layer,” a marker of our
penchant for the dispos-
able rather than the
reusable.

Then there is the
scourge of the three-ring
binder. Last year’s binders
were orange and yellow.
This year, according to the
list, they must be purple,
black, green and red — a

color for each subject.
Although binders in good
condition can be reused,
eventually they will break
and join their plastic com-
panions in the waste pile.

If the big-box stores
can collect e-waste and

BY JOYCE PHILLIPS

TURNERS FALLS -
When the Gill Montague
Regional School District
convenes the special dis-
trict-wide meeting, tenta-

printer  cartridges, tively set for September
you'd think =5  30th, for the pur-
they could 77—~ < 3~ pose of voting
collect and -/" T our FY10 budg-
enaouragua t':J \ oy N8l ask that
reuse dnd‘ | ' " voters take the
recycling ]: following into
of school | ‘\i At | consideration.

( _,-’f The state

R s f TR
Apparently ™ pos J

:1 } - lewe\\fed
once all that plas- = o7 1
tic leaves the door, W/ % ] = towns’
it’s our problem, AL 1’:”,,_;:_ and
not theirs. So g "ﬁi;,]‘ﬂ._""'“j’,;;::---'d'fj',
much for the con- ——— %" 5chool

cepl of extended producer
responsibility. With nearly
56 million K-12 students
returning to school, those
new plastic binders, lunch
boxes, pens, rulers and
pencil sharpeners add up

district’s ﬁnancial picture
over this past year. As a
result, I believe the state
found the towns and dis-
trict have the funds to
afford the 1/12th budget,
set at $16,657,788 in July

to a big problem. by  Department  of

It is a problem, though,  Elementary and
that a little creativily Secondary Education
could turn into a sobering  commissioner Mitchell
educational opportunity.  Chester.

Under the current eco-
nomic challenges, cities,
towns, and schools are
expected to utilize their
revenue sources to main-
fain quality of service. At
this time, the school com-
mittee needs to move for-
ward, setting our priorities
on education and building
a strategic plan with a fis-

Just as students now study
the water cyele, what if
they studied the life cycle
of their pen or their PVC
notebook? They’d learn
that the production of
PVC may contaminate the
air of local neighborhoods
with vinyl chloride, a

see PLASTIC pg6

SENIOR from pg 4
health of Erving’s senior
citizens?

It is encouraging to see
the selectboard willing to
joumey to the antiquated
site of the present Erving
senior center, on the first
floor of the old elementary
school on Moore Street,
for their next meeting on
September 21st at 630 p.m.
There, the council on
aging will have a chance to
show the selectboard first
hand the cramped, crowd-
ed conditions, lack of pri-
vacy for health consulta-

tions, the single bathroom,
not built to code for acces-
sibility, the kitchen in a
converted cloak room, the
lack of exercise facilities,
and all the other reasons
why the new center is sore-
ly needed by a group that
constitutes 20% of the
town's population — and
arowing.

But it is not just the size
of the group that would
benefit from the new cen-
ter — which would also
pave the way for designat-
ed senior housing on the
same town-owned land,

another priority for the
town that will go by the
wayside if the senior cen-
ter is not built. There is a
moral question to be asked
and answered as well.

The senior citizens have
given to the younger gen-
erations of Erving by
building up the town’s
assets with their tax dol-
lars, hard work and care
over many, many years. Is
it not time for the rest of
the town to give something
back to them in return?

NE

cally responsible budget
for FY'11.

With this in mind,
“keeping the state at the
table™ is necessary, valu-
able and sensible. How
we will do this and why
we should do this are two
key questions.

I believe that getting
the state’s attention, keep-
ing their attention and
bringing about meaning-
ful results can only hap-
pen if we bring about this
collaborative effort in a
positive manner. 1 want
the state to take responsi-

bility for the mandates it
put forth back when
money was flowing abun-
dantly. | want the state to
listen to the voices of
diversity — city, urban and
rural — and not just to
political rhetoric com-
bined with fear and coer-
cion. | want the state to
pay its fair share.

“Don’t pass the budg-
et” and refusing to support
education would not
demonstrate district or
town responsibility or
accountability. It’s like a
childish temper tantrum to
say, “If the state doesn’t
play ball our way, then we
will keep the ball.” With
this mindset, no one wins.
The state, towns and the
district must take owner-
ship of the budget, and
more importantly the
future of our youth.
Together we must have a
vision and strategy that is
focused and persuasive to
our cause. We will gain
nothing from the state or
each other with divisive
actions, pointing fingers,
and verbal attacks.

At this time, the
GMRSD has made signif-
icant progress in moving
from a huge deficit, loss
of programs and staff to a
responsible financial
structure, quality pro-
grams and a foundation
that will not only benefit
our students but provide a
collaborative and creative
model for many schools.
We have within our reach
the ability to change lives
and build futures.

We have been address-
ing the concerns of par-
ents and students while
recognizing the value of
educational research on
the subject of drop-out
prevention, early child-
hood eduecation, effective
classroom management,
and all student learning.
This data is being used to
address the needs and
interests of all students

Gill-Montague Must Move Forward Responsibly

with effective teaching for
the ‘whole child" from
Pre-K to 12th grade.
Many programs and serv-
ices used here at the
GMRSD are on the cut-
ting edge for the country,
and doors are open to col-
laboratively build pro-
grams and services that
could enhance education
in western Massachusetts.

The district is able to
clearly define the fiscal
measures it has taken to
be responsible and
accountable, not only to
the towns but also to their
educators. We were the
first district in the state to
voluntarily join the state
Group Insurance
Commission, a task com-
pleted in less than a month
as a result of the collabo-
rative relationship the
school committee, admin-
istration and teachers
association have built
over the years. We were
able to consolidate ele-
mentary schools and reor-
ganize special education
programs for both fiscal
gain and enhanced use of
services and programs. In
the school year 2009-
2010, there was a zero
percent cost of living
increased for all GMRSD
staff.

Several years ago, the
finance committee, under
the chairmanship of Jeff
Singleton, asked the
school committee to apply
a percent of its excess and
deficiency (free cash)
account to the budget in
an effort to reduce town
assessments. Each year
since then, the school
committee has continued
to apply a portion of its E
& D money as an invest-
ment to maintain pro-
grams, services and stafT,
while reducing assess-
ments.

It has been stated that
the Gill-Montague school

see FORWARD pg 6
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Human Services Agencies to Face More Scrutiny in Grant Process

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Human services providers in
Montague will face a more com-
petitive  environment  when
applying for funds through the
town’s annual Community
Development Block  Grant
process beginning this year.
Town administrator  Frank
Abbondanzio told the select-
board on Monday, August 31st
that providers have been invited
to an informational session at
town hall on Wednesday,
September 2nd to learn about the
changes, which will mclude a
survey of human service agen-
cies, the public, and schools, to
determine the community’s pres-
ent human service needs, and to
see whether they are being met.

Also, the selectboard has
called for the creation of a
human service selection commit-
tee to develop a request for pro-
posals to address Montague’s
human service needs, and to
choose among the applicants,
and to evaluate the performance
of the providers who receive
arant funds.

“In an era of scarce public

dollars, this provides a way of

looking at what else is out there
and what needs are not being
met,” said Abbondanzio. *“I've
always found that competition
improves levels of perform-
ance.”

Abbondanzio  said the
changes in how human service
agencies participate in the
CDBG process were suggested
by the Massachusetts
Department of Housing and
Community Development,
which administers the discre-
tionary federal CDBG funds on
the state level.

For the better part of the past
decade, two human service agen-
cies in Turners Falls, the Brick
House Community Resource
Center and the Montague
Catholic Social Ministries, have
routinely applied for nearly equal
shares of  approximately
$100,000 in annual CDBG fund-
ing through the town, and more
often than not have been award-
ed grants each year to provide
services to their constituencies.
In general, the Brick House has
focused on job creation and tech-
nology training for teens and oth-
ers, while MCSM has empha-

FORWARD from pg 5

committee has no fiscal plan,
vision or strategy. 1 do not
believe this is true. Not only are
there a number of initiatives and
programs currently being imple-
mented, but we also have a two
to three year draft financial plan

to maintain a viable district, and

Gill Recreation Committee

TAG SALE

Saturday, September 5th
(rain date Sunday September 6th)
7a.m.to 2 p.m.

At Great Falls Coffee Company
& Jan's Package Store

* Four Wheeler, R/C Cars, Piano
Keyboard, Collectibles

» Household Items, Chairs,
Dishes

» Bedding, Lots of Clothes

« Mountain Bikes and much more

two planning grants for the
study of a Readiness Advantage
School and autism program.
The Gill-Montague school
commitlee has taken an active
part in lobbying for funding and
accountability from the state.
We need to make every etfort to
keep the state at the table as a
partner in collaboration with the
towns and district for the pur-
pose of building a fiscally sus-

tainable future for the youth of

today and tomorrow. Let’s build
this partnership with respect,
accountability and responsibili-
ty.

Joyce Phillips is a member of

the Gill-Montague school com-
mittee. The opinions expressed
here are her own, and do not

necessarily represent those of

other members of the school

commitiee.

sized empowerment, skills
development, and providing
resources for women and fami-
lies.

For Wednesday's meeting,
Abbondanzio said, letters of
invitiation went out to a wider
pool of service providers, includ-
ing the Gill-Montague senior
center, Dial Self, NELCWIT,
Franklin County Home Care, and
others, including the Brick
House and MCSM.

Residents interested in serv-
ing on the selection committee
for the providers to be included
in next year’s grant are encour-
aged to call Wendy Bogusz at
863-3200, extension 108.

Abbondanzio also told the
selectboard the town had
received $579,775 in CDBG
funds for its 2009 application,
851,270 of which will pay for
design of improvements at Unity
Park, exclusive of the concrete
skate park. Design of the skate
park, which will cost an addi-
tional $16,000, has been provid-
ed with program income funds
made available for that project
by the selectboard at an earlier
hearing,

Abbondanzio said the eventu-
al cost of improvements at Unity

PLASTIC from pg 5

known carcinogen, and may be
associated with increased dioxin
concentrations in local residents.
Or that some portion of the plas-
ties in their school supplies could
end up circulating for decades in
remote ocean regions. They'd
learn that some marine birds have
been found with guts full of col-
orful plastic bits. Or that plastic
could be a good thing if we
reused or recycled.

Of course, school supplies are
only a drop in the plastic bucket -
- a small fraction of the more than
100 billion pounds of plastic
resin reportedly produced by
U.S. industries. This is 100 bil-
lion pounds of substances resist-
ant to degradation. Some of the
substances, as they break into
smaller pieces, will release their
chemical building blocks and

Park will cost about $1.2 million,
and will have to be applied for in
two successive grant cycles, with
the skate park construction to be
included in the 2011 CDBG
application.

He said town planner Dan
Laroche is still negotiating with
abutting landowner Tim
DeChristopher about the pro-
posed closure of Williams Way,
to make room for the permanent
skate park as part of the Unity
Park improvements. The discus-
sion about closing Williams Way
will probably return to town
meeting this fall.

The rest of the $579,775 in
2009 CDBG funds includes
about $100,000 for programs at
the Brick House and MCSM, and
about $428,000 for zero interest
housing renovation loans to qual-
ified homeowners to correct
code violations, in a program
administered by FCRHRA.

Abbondanzie said DHCD
rejected the part of this year’s
grant application that sought
funds for a study to determine
slum and blight conditions in the
village of Millers Falls. This part
of the application, which would
have allowed the town to prepare
for redevelopment and fagade

additives such as heavy metals
and phthalates — several of which
intertere with endocrine function
— into the environment.

According to a 2008
Environmental Protection
Agency report, Americans dis-
carded 30 million tons of plastic
in 2007 — 12% of our municipal
solid waste — with only 2.1 mil-
lion tons of it recycled. The rest is
sent to landfills, burned in incin-
erators, washed up on beaches or
left swirling in the huge trash
gyre in the Pacific, bigger than
the state of Texas. In the 1960s,
less than 1% of our waste was
plastic.

But there’s hope. Just as plas-
tic is a man-made modern mira-
cle of chemical engineeting,
cleaning up after the plastic mess
could be this century’s miracle.
For some products, closed-loop

improvements in Millers Falls
was rejected on  technical
grounds, Abbondanzio said, a
finding FCRHRA intends to
fight,

In other news, the selectboard
approved sending a letter to the
Mass Historic Commission’s
historic preservation office in
Boston in support of Jack
Nelson’s limited liability corpo-
ration, Artists in Residence
Associates, secking historic tax
credits for a project he is prepar-
ing: to renovate an 1860's era
farmhouse at 108 I Street to cre-
ate artist live/work space.
Abbondanzio called this an
important pilot project to begin
to meet a need identified by the
RiverCulture project for more
artist live/work space in Turners
Falls,

Nelson said, “The mission of
the  Artist in  Residence
Associates is to secure affordable
and sustainable housing and
work space for artists in down-
town Turners. This is our first
project.”

Nelson said he gets calls fre-
quently from artists from as far
away as Boston and the Cape
seeking to relocate to Turners,

see MONTAGUE page 14

processing — fully recyclable car-
pets, for example — reduces
resource use and waste. For
school supplies that can’t be eas-
ily recycled, what if kids were
challenged (or rewarded) to keep
their plastic binders, rulers and
pencil sharpeners in good shape
so they can be reused? For items
that don’t last, perhaps a collec-
tion box piled high and then sent
to key politicians or back to the
store, sending a message to
industry.

And better yet, what if teach-
ers — originators of “the list’ —
urged students to seek out recy-
cled, recyclable or plastic-free
supplies? At the very least, let’s

i
L

growth of the plastic
layer.

This editorial was first pub-
lished in the Los Angeles Times.
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NOTES FROM THE GILL - MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Ladd Calls for District Meeting

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE

At the last meeting of the Gill
Montague Regional School com-
mittee, held on August 25th,
superintendent Carl Ladd pre-
sented a letter from the Gill
selectboard requesting a district
meeting to agree on a budget for
the district schools for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Ladd read a portion of the let-
ter out loud to the school com-
mittee, and asked the committee
to take action to call a district
meeting as soon as possible.

The letter read in part, “The
Gill selectboard feels that it is
time for our communities to
accept responsibility for their
own school district... Tuming
back to the State and protesting
to DESE about mandates and
insufficient funding is, at this
point, just complaining about the
facts with which we are con-
fronted and which are largely the
result of policies set by the legis-
lature and the Governor.”

The letter goes on to say the
Gill board believes it is the
responsibility of the school com-
mittee and the school administra-
tion to “provide the best educa-

tion the district can afford,” with
consideration of what the school
district receives from the state,
and what the towns can afford.
The letter called for cooperation
among school committee mem-
bers and towns, asking that they
work together with “mutual
respect.”

Michael Langknecht, com-
mittee chair, proposed that the
school committee vote to ask the
superintendent’s office to draft a
letter to the towns of Gill and
Montague requesting a district
meeting be set to settle the matter
of the school district budget.
Ladd added that the meeting
should not be held until after
September 22nd, when district
business manager Lynn Bassett
would return from vacation, not-
ing her absence at the Montague
town meeting on August 5th had
left him and Langknecht without
support in answering questions
on financial matters. The tenta-
tive date for the meeting has
been picked for September 30th,
pending school committee
approval.

After attending orientation
meetings and a retreat over the

summer, with some time spent
learning about the use of technol-
ogy in the schools, the school
committee seemed to be focused
on learning how to work togeth-
er more cooperatively.
Langknecht said he wanted the
committee to hold meetings that
were more efficient and produc-
tive. Jeff Singleton of Montague
said he thought the committee
should hold fewer meetings.
Langknecht said the May elec-
tion had ended the tenure of pre-
vious subcommittees; new
assighments would be made as
the need arose. He said he would
like to see less work done in sub-
committees, more in regular
school committee meetings. He
also recommended using the task
force model instead of standing
subcommittees. Task force
members are assigned by the
superintendent, rather than the
school committee, and can work
outside open meeting law rules.
Chip Wood, Director of
Elementary Eduction and Nadine
Ekstrom Special education direc-
tor each presented reports on the
next stages of two different
Readiness School planning grant
proposals. The district received a
state grant for the summer
months, for planning Readiness
Schools; Wood's presentation

from GILL pg 1

upcoming special town meeting
on Monday, September 14th. But
Banash told recreation committee
chair Nathan Duda, “T would bet
money that won’t go through.™

Duda introduced newly
appointed recreation committee
member Cathy Demars, who
joined Duda and Rose Levasseur
on the hot seats in front of the
selectboard’s desk.

“You’re responsible for every-
thing that’s happened up ‘il
now,” Banash told Demars,
tongue in cheek.

The board hopes Demars will
take over bookkeeping operations
for the committee, so that Duda
and Levasseur can focus on pro-
viding programs, which all par-
ties agree are much used and
much appreciated by Gill’s
young people.

The conversation between the
board and the committee threat-

ened to get off track shortly after
it began, when Banash asked
Duda how much money the com-
mittee had brought in from a
fundraising letter to local busi-
nesspeople. Duda said the letter
had not gone out yet, because of a
minor wording change he wanted
to clear with the board. Banash
said, in an exasperated tone,
“Nate! You've got two weeks
before town meeting!™ to try to
bail out the bad debt in the
revolving fund.

Duda promised to get the letter
in the mail posthaste, and to pay
for the postage out of his own
pocket. He said it would be OK to
let the 35 kids he anticipates sign-
ing up for the soccer program this
week wear last year’s t-shirts,
until sufficient funds were raised
to pay off the debt and afford new
shirts, He said the committee
plans to hold a major tag sale on
the lawn of Jan’s Package Store

and Great Falls Coffee Company
this Saturday, September 6th,
from 7:00 am. to 2:00 p.m.,,
which should improve the com-
mittee’s financial picture.

Finance committee member
Jim Poulsen offered to consult
with the rec commitiee to help
them get their books in order.

Should the town meeting arti-
cle to dissolve the recreation
committee fail, another article
later in the agenda calls for pro-
viding $3.000 to fund the com-
mittee this year, on the condition
that each program the committee
sponsors going forward be
accompanied by an itemized
budget and revenue source, and
be followed by a financial report
to the selectboard within 30 days
of completion.

A separate article will ask the
town to pay off any remaining
debt in the recreation commit-

see GILL pg 10

focused on developing a
Readiness Advantage School at
Sheffield and Hillcrest, while
Ekstrom’s focused on children
with autism.

The Readiness Advantage
School envisions incorporating
local resources including habitat,
history, architecture and social
studies into the learning process.
Submission of that planning
grant is supported by the school
committe and 80% of the teach-
ers at those schools. Ekstrom’s
project, also encouraged by the
school committee, envisions col-
laborating with other schools in
the region to provide services to
a small population with signifi-
cant needs. There are 68 students
with autism in schools in
Franklin County.

Ekstrom envisions the project

as more of a ‘virtual school’ than
a school located in one building.

The Gill-Montague school
district is one of eleven districts
statewide to have received
Readiness School planning
grants so far, and the district
stands a good chance of receiv-
ing further funding to pursue
these projects.

Joyce Phillips complimented
Ekstrom’s efforts, saying, “I
really appreciated the quality of
the report, how it captures the
work and the vision so clearly.”
Other school committee mem-
bers agreed.

The next Gill-Montague
Regional School committee
meeting with be held on
Tuesday, September 8th, at 7
p.m. at Turners Falls High
School.
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tion of their support of the new
police facility.”

Kulik acknowledged “the seri-
ous fiscal crisis in state govern-
ment at this time,” that prevented
the Commonwealth from sending
more than $200,000 in state
funds to help defray the cost of
construction, but Zukowksi
thanked Kulik for his help in
securing that grant anyway, say-
ing it jumpstarted the building
process.

Christopher Donelan, the

Orange Democrat who represents
the neighboring communities of

Ray Zukowski

Greenfield, Gill, Erving, and
Orange in the General Court, was
also on hand for the event, recall-
ing his earlier career as an
Orange police officer, “working
from a basement of town hall, a
unique New England tradition.”
He praised Zukowski’s leader-
ship on the building project, say-
ing, “Make no mistake about it,
something like this does not get
off the ground unless you have a
police chief who is a great guy.”
Many speakers echoed his
remarks about Montague’s chief
of police, confirming what Pat
Allen, then chair of the Montague
selectboard, had said about
Zukowski on December 16th,
2004, when the board voted

unanimously to appoint him as
the town’s chief of police. Then,
Allen called him “the right man
to guide this process forward and
get a new police station built.”

Police station building com-
mittee member Jay DiPucchio
prompted laughter with his read-
ing of a local police log, begin-
ning with some light duty items
like corralling roughhousing
youth at the gas station on 3rd
and L, warning off a metal detect-
ing prospector at Unity Park, and
locating a stray goat under the
bridge at the paper mill. But the
mood turned serious as his read-
ing continued, through items
detailing a 6:00 am. domestic
assault and battery, the transport-
ing of a woman in need of servic-
es to a local mental health center,
the rape of a child, the use of
drugs for the purpose of forcing
intercourse, and the sale of
cocaine near a school, running
the gamut “from the ridiculous to
the routine to the emotionally
sensitive to the outright danger-
ous.”

DiPucchio said despite the
difficulties they face on a daily
basis, the Montague police,
“made do with the facility we
gave them. This new facility rep-
resents our commitment to them
in the ever increasing complexity
of policing in our community.”

Building committee chair Pam
Hanold was effusive in her praise
of the hard work and profession-
alism of the committee in over-
seeing the design and construc-
tion of Montague's new public
safety facility over the last two
years. She thanked the Turners
Falls fire department for being
patient through the disruption of
the building process.

Zukowski, in his remarks, also
praised the fire department for its
cooperation, and joked it was
nice to finally be able to tell fire
chief Ray Godin, “to get off my
property.”

Godin surmised, “That was
your goal all along.”

But despite this good-natured
ribbing, all parties seemed to
agree that the police station build-
ing process was marked by a
degree of cooperation and joint
problem solving that would be

remarkable in many communi-
ties, but seemed to be a hallmark
of public life in Montague.

[t was partly this interdepart-
mental camaraderie — which in
cluded the Turners Falls Water
Department moving water lines
for free, the

would be available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, with
advance notice; Zukowksi said
the department already had the
community room booked for

seven upcoming occasions.
Radway also said one wall of
the community

DPW pitching
in as needed, a
local power
company offi-
cial speeding

“The

Montague police
made do with the facility we
gave them. This new facility
represents our commitment
to them in the ever increasing

room would fea-
ture a bulletin
board with pho-
tos and dedica-
tions to promi-

requests  for ; Fuimic nent community
utility complex;Ity Sfpollcmg WOUE  nembers. St
hookups, and commumt}:’. , ing with two
even the —~Jay.Dy JPHCC’kJ(J: memﬂter, Montague resi-
Archdiocese M, omag'ue'p olice s!afwn dents who were
of Springfield building committee o4 then
blessing the and there for

project with a smooth transfer of
land adjoining the fire station to
allow room for the expansion —
that clerk of the works Ted Fifty
credited for the success of the
building’s construction. He also
credited the depressed economy
for creating ideal bidding condi-
tions, allowing him to make good
on his promise of last year to
bring the new police station in
“on time and under budget.”

On Saturday, a beaming Fifty
said, “We've done that. We’re
about a month ahead ot schedule,
and $344.,000 under the construc-
tion budget.”

Hanold said additional grants
should allow the project to shave
a total of $600,000 to $700,000
off the $5.6 million originally
approved by town meeting to
build the new police station on
October 11th of 2007.

Montague voters approved
that price tag by a 2 to | margin
in a townwide debt exclusion ref-
erendum on November 6th of
that year, opting to add approxi-
mately $105 to the average annu-
al property tax bill (for a house
valued at $200,000) for the next
20 years to afford the new build-
ing, according to figures from the
tax collector’s office.

Deb Radway, building com-
mittee member, invited the crowd
to make use of the new station’s
1064-square-foot  community
room (nearly as big as the entire
former police station) for every-
thing from yoga lessons to cook-
ing classes. She said the room

decades of civic involvement and
volunteerism:  Virginia and
Walter Kostanski. She read a list
of their endeavors and achieve-
ments. Virginia worked for 30
years as a nurse at the Farren
Hospital, and was a founding
director of the Shea Theater and a
longtime registrar of voters in
town. Walter, in addition to his
years representing Montague in
the state legislature, where he
was instrumental in securing
funding for the founding of
Greenfield Community College
and Montague’s first senior hous-
ing at Sunrise Terrace, was also

police station building commit-
tee, had bragged on the night of
the debt exclusion referendum for
the new building that he had
made over 200 phone calls to res-
idents urging their support for the
project. As the vote came in that
night in 2007, Kostanski exulted,
“We won this one. Montague will
finally have a new police sta-
tion!”

The Kostanskis looked both
proud and humbled by the acco-
lades and applause. Their portrait
was placed in a prominent spot
on the community room wall,
between a colorful shot of the
intersection of Denton Street and
Adams Road in Lake Pleasant
and a plaque presented to the
town of Montague by
Southworth Paper Company for
the heroic response of the fire
department and the hard work of
the pelice department in the wake
of the arson fire at the neighbor-
ing Strathmore Mill on May 26th,
2007.

“As we dedicate the commu-
nity room to all of Montague’s
citizens, we challenge you to be
as active as Virginia and Walt
Kostanski,” Radway said.

Retired state police sergeant
Dan Clark, the “Singing
Trooper”, serenaded the crowd
with a stirring tribute to Old

Jobn Carey inspects a holding cell as officer Michael Sevene looks on.

lauded for being “the best ball
player in Western
Massachusetts,” a title no one
disputed as he and his wife stood
for a sustained standing ovation.
Perhaps it was no coincidence
that Walter. also a member of the

Glory, as the American flag and a
POW-MIA flag presented by vet-
erans agent Leo Parent and sol-
diers memorial trustee chair Al
Cummings were raised in the
steady rain. The flags were flown
at half mast in honor of departed

continued next page
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Massachusetts Senator Edward
Kennedy, being eulogized at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help at the
same moment in Mission Hill in
Boston. Chief Zukowski and
Walter Kostanski used gold-plat-
ed seissors to cut the ceremonial
ribbon across the front door of
the new police station.

The crowd returned to the fire
station bays to hear Zukowski
give the closing remarks. He got
no further than thanking his fam-

Chief” Zukowski, Dan “the Singing Trooper” Clark, and Rep. Steve Kulik

ily for putting up with him for the
last two years before choking up
with tears. He was quickly sur-
rounded by family members,
whose hugs plainly showed their
support and encouragement.
Thanking the voters of
Montague, along with town
boards and the fire department’s
prudential committee, “for help-
ing us get out of our cellar hole,”
Zukowski said, “This is a great
thing we did for this community.”

Walter Kostanski holds a pair of gold plated scissors after cuiting the ribbon at ihe

new police station, as Chief Zukowski applands.

The Montague Police Station Building Committe

He thanked each mem-
ber of the building com-
mittee in tum, starting
with Robert ‘Booda’
Allen, a former state
engineer and member of
the first committee to
examine the need for a
new police station in
Montague 30 years ago.
He also thanked the for-
mer Montague chiefs of
police in attendance,
Michael Saharceski and
Pat O’Brien, saying,
“You gave me the work
ethic I grew up with.
Thank you.”

Of Brian Humes, the architect
responsible for the design of the
new public safety [facility,
Zukowski said, “We could not
have picked a better architect. 1
think he said we could keep these
scissors.”

He praised his departmental
officers, who received an ovation
from the crowd, for putting up
with the difficulties of the transi-
tion while fulfilling their sworn
duty to protect and serve the pub-
lic, and he thanked the
dispatch team for jug-

the move to the new
facility.

After the speeches,
hundreds of residents
and well wishers poured
through the corridors,
interrogation rooms and
holding cells of the new
station, and joined a
long line at the banquet
table set up in the car
port by the Montague
Police Association,

Bernice ~ Whitney,

new  chairs  being
wheeled into the com-

gling the complexities of

looking at the rows of

Police Station Building Committee member Deb Radway invites Montague residents o
make use of their new community roows, as (I front row) Pat Allen, Ray Godin,

Mary Feeney, Jay DiPucchio and Ray Zukowksi look on.

munity room, said they reminded
her of the day last winter when
she broke her leg on the ice on
[1th Street, and the police came
and carried her down the stairs to
the ambulance, “They were quick
and nice,” she recalled.

In the patrolman’s room, big-
ger than any individual room in
the old police station, big enough
to have a separate work station
for each of four officers on duty
at any given time, with plenty of
space to spare, officer Bill Doyle
stood amid a swirl of people and
looked cool, calm and collected
even as an anonymous woman
called out over her shoulder, “I
want to find where my cell is!
Will it be padded or not?” as her
husband propelled her forward
into the corridor.

Examining the gleaming sur-
faces, the neatly boxed paper-
clips, pristine staplers,
unsmudged computer monitors,
and shiny new countertops,
Carolyn Prunier confided, “This
is unreal, compared to what they
had before.”

And John Little said cheerful-
ly, “I wouldn’t mind being arrest-
ed now.”

But the officers, deployed to
answer questions and show off all
the bells and whistles in every
room of their new building, were
too busy to accommodate him.

“It took us a while, but we got
here,” said a relieved looking Les
Cromack, chair of the capitol
improvements committee.

Detective Brian Dobosz said,
“It’s definitely totally different
from the old place. It’s about time
we got to use modern equipment,
rather than the archaic stuff.”

In the dispatch area, centrally
located between the police and
fire departments to enable dis-
patch operators to provide better
backup for the fire department
during emergencies, dispatch
supervisor Marcia Odle stood
before the array of radios and
blinking computer consoles, like
Lieutenant Uhura at the bridge of
the Starship Enterprise.

“It’s a little overwhelming,”
she admitted. “There’s a lot to
learn. The radio side is all brand
new. There’s a whole new phone
system, HVAC, building security.
1t’s all very high tech. There are

going to be some very ma

long hours coming up.”

e: Mark Allen, Robert Allen, Jason Burbank, Raymond Godin, John Hanold, Walter Kost:

Kenneth Merin, Patricia Pruitt, Paul Voiland, William Whiteman, Jay DiPucchio, co-chair, Deborah Radway, co-chair, Pam Hanold, chz

]__ocal Naturc Notcs

September: Things to See, Hear, and Do

BY JEN AUDLEY
WEST DEERFIELD - The
moon, full on September 4th,
then waning until the new moon
on September 18th.

Flowering weeds. Ragweed
is flowering now, along with
Japanese knotweed, pokeweed
and jewelweed. Ragweed pollen
(not goldenrod) is the culprit
behind late-summer allergies for
many of us, although spores from
fungal bodies are a big factor, too.

Seeds. Many types of grass,
trees, lowers, and vegetables “go
to seed” about now, timing pro-
duction to get the next generation
into the ground before the first
hard frost. Every seed that’s been
fertilized, no matter how small,
contains the embryo of a new
plant. The seed is protective
packaging — it keeps the plant
embryo safe until the time and
conditions are right for it to grow.

Fruits such as elderberries,
wild grapes, apples, and peaches
are toothsome delivery systems
that help plants disperse their
seeds. Fleshy, good-smelling fruit

offers animals such as birds,
squirrels, bears, foxes, coyotes,
and raccoons a sweet incentive to
carry seeds away from a
plant (in their stomachs) and
then, once the fruit has been
digested, to deposit the
seeds onto the ground.

Migrating birds.
Swallows, swifts and
nighthawks have mostly
already left our area now,
and the small birds called
warblers will reach the peak
of their migration before
mid-month. Some of these
warblers will fly non-stop
for several days and nights, cov-
ering hundreds or even thousands
of miles before reaching their
winter homes! Many hawks
migrate this month, too.

The Turners Falls canal
drawdown. On  Saturday,
September 12th, the annual
draining of the Tumers Falls
Canal will allow for maintenance
on the Cabot Power Station and
two miles of canal walls, expos-
ing such creatures as mudpup-

pies, young sea lamprey (called
amocetes), eels and other fish,
plus invertebrates such as drag-
onfly nymphs. Look for volun-
teers collecting these creatures
and releasing them in the main
stem of the river, with help from
Conte Fish Lab biologists.
Sunset, right now at about

Animals like the red fox belp with nature’ seed
dispersal plan.

7:20 p.m., with sunrise around
6:15 a.m. Daylight hours are
decreasing now by about three
minutes each day. On September
22nd, the autumnal equinox, day
and night are of equal length and
fall officially begins.
Learn more:

Roots an’ Rocks: A Natural
History of Barton Cove

Saturday, September 12th,
10:00 a.m. to noon

Join naturalist Dawn Marvin-

Ward and geologist Steve
Winters for a leisurely fall walk
at Barton Cove picnic area.
Marvin-Ward will share her
expertise of the flora and wild
flowers of the Barton Cove
peninsula. Winters will explain
the geology of Barton Cove, the
origin of the Lily Pond plunge
pool, and will lead an explo-
ration of the world-famous
dinosaur track quarry. This
will be an easy hike along a
mostly level trail, but the
short descent to the dinosaur
quarry may be slippery.
Please wear appropriate
footwear. Free, or optional
donation. Pre-register by
calling Northfield Mountain
at (800) 859-2960. Co-spon-
sored with the Friends of the
Great Falls Discovery Center.
Third Annual Fungus Fair
Saturday, September 26th,
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Interested in mushrooms? The
Millers River Environmental
Center is putting the fun into fun-
gus with its third annual Fungus
Fair. Respected mycologists from
throughout New England will be
on hand to share their knowledge.
There will be morning and after-
noon expeditions into the local

woods to identify and collect
mushrooms. Regional authorities
will give talks throughout the day
on topics including beginner’s
mushroom identification, and
edible and poisonous fungi. At
lunchtime, enjoy a wild mush-
room cook-up. Free for
Monadnock Mushroomers
Unlimited members; $5 for all
others. Bring lunch, a collecting
basket with paper or wax-paper
bags, magnifying glass, small
knife, and bug spray to the
Millers River Environmental
Center, 100 Main Street, Athol.
Plan Ahead!

Connecticut River Source to
Sea Cleanup, 2009

Saturday, October 3rd, 9:00
a.m. to noon

This is your chance to get
involved in the 13th year of the
Cleanup! In 2008, 275 volunteers
in eastern Franklin County filled
three 30-yard dumpsters with
trash and also removed 512 tires,
4,000 pounds of scrap metal, nine
televisions and assorted appli-
ances from the Montague Plains
and along rivers and streams in

Montague, Gill and East
Deerfield. For ages seven and
older. Meet at Great Falls

Discovery Center, Turners Falls.
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tee’s  revolving
September 141h.
Town moderator Ray Steele
cautioned the committee to take
formal votes on each item that
could lead to expenditures, to
avoid the problem of individual

fund on
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Special Town
September 14th
Going over the remaining arti-
cles on the town meeting warrant,
the finance committee, meeting
in joint session with the select-
board, supported the request to
fully fund the GMRSD’s
$1,393.201 assessment for Gill,
and to call for the imposition of
local option meals and lodging
taxes, the revenue from which
would return to the town. The
new meals tax, a .75% increase,
is supported by the Gill Tavern
and Great Falls Coffee Company,
according to town administrator
Tracy Rogers, and opposed by
the Wagon Wheel, among the
establishments that will be affect-

Meeting

ed if town meeting approves the
added tax.

After lengthy discussion, both
the sclectboard and the finance
committee supported a warrant
article calling for a 530,000 over-
ride, 10 be dedicaied to adding
funds to the town’s stabilization
account, which has been drained
to $101,724 to support operating
budgets. The selectboard unani-
mously supported the measure
(which would add about $50 to
the annual tax bill on a $209,000
house, the average in Gill, if
passed by town meeting and
approved by the voters in town-
wide election), and the finance
committee approved it by a vote
of Sto 2.

Though neither board was
sanguine about the chances for
the measure to meet voter
approval, finance committee
Tupper Brown said, *We ought to
make our recommendations not
on politics but on what is wise,

and what we think the town can
bear, meaning the average tax-
payer.”

Brown said next year, the vot-
ers will face the choice of cutting
whole departments, rather than
replenishing the stabilization
fund, if they don’t act now to
staunch the flow of town funds.

Finance committee member
Timmy Smith noted that many
taxpayers are on fixed incomes,

and not even receiving cost of

living increases for their Social
Security checks this year. She
voted against the measure, along
with Chris Collins.

The finance committee, with
Ronnie LaChance recusing her-
self from the vote, joined the
selectboard in supporting a meas-
ure on the warrant to give town
cmployees a 1% cost of living
increase for FY*10.

The board suggested the
finance committee consider a
proposal by highway department
superintendent Mick LaClaire to
use $115,000 in Chapter 90 (state
highway aid) money to purchase
a new front end loader. The 1992
machine now in use breaks down
frequently, but is nonetheless a
mainstay of the highway depart-
ment’s day to day operations.

Plumbing Problems

In other news, the board met
with  Lynn Bassett. Gill-
Montague district schools busi-
ness manager., and newly
appointed facilities manager
Steve Roberto, to discuss prob-
lems with the well and plumbing
at the Gill Elementary School.
The school’s well failed tests for
coliform bacteria over the wet

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG

Marijuana Eradication

Tuesday, 8/25

309 p.m. Motor vehicle stop on Main
Road, RMV property seized and
ITLuI'nt‘d O registry.

8:54 pm. Alarm at Mam Road busi-
ness. Checked same, accidentally set off
by employee.

9:17 pam. Suspicious maror vehicle on
Main Road, all determined to be OK.
10:20 pem.
!;n-‘whrk‘: i R:n‘lnl'l Clove area. (.:hf‘-.‘kc‘rl

Repart of sun shots or

nrea, lll'lil'.ll(‘ £y lDC.‘!l’{’.‘ SOUICe.
Wednesday, 8/26

11229 am. Muriju;ma eradicarion con-

ducted off of Maim Road.
plants seized. Uinder investigation.

701 pan. Criminal complant sought
.
I e with unli-
censed operation of motor vehicle on
West Gill Road.

Friday, 8/28

[0:03 amm, Assise Boyle Road resident

Several

with kreping the peace / court order.
8:58 pam. Barking dog complaint on
Walnut Street. Checked area.

Saturday, 8/29

summer, and Bassctt said the
GMRSD was prepared to bring
bottled water into the elementary
school at the start of school last
week, when the final test on
Tuesday, August 25th came back
clean.

However, inthe course of test-
ing, Bassett said the school
department learned they would
be required to complete 84,453
worth of repairs to the school’s
plumbing system to meet new
Department of Environmental
Protection regulations, which,
after some discussion, the select-
board and finance commitiee
agreed would be the town’s
rather than the school distriet’s
responsibility to pay for under the
lease requirements,

Televising Meetings

The board discussed a propos-
al by member John Ward to begin
televising selectboard meetings,
and town meetings, on the local
cable access channel. Town
administrator Tracy Rogers said
the town had accumulated
between $6,000 and $8,000 in a
fund from a fee on cable users’
monthly bills which provides
cable access for local govern-
ment meetings, which could be
used to purchase cameras and
other needed equipment, if the
board chooses to broadcast the
meetings. Rogers will ask MCTV
what kind of set up and equip-
ment would be needed; Ward will
look into finding a volunteer who
might be willing to operate the
cameras, Griswold and Banash
said they were cool to the idea,

but not flatly opposed. Wj
L

10002 am. 911 msdial  from
Mountain Road Estares, all checked
OK.

7:31

m. Arrested

for

an outstanding warrant.

[0:29 pm.  Assisted  Bernardston
police with a domestie disturbance.
Sunday, 8/30

8:35 p.m. One-car motor vehicle acer-
dent on Main Road,
Report taken.

Tuesday, 9/1

3:40 pan. Report of gunshots m
Barton Cove area. Checked area, deter-
mined 1o be From the shootng range
off of Barton Cove Road.

1o IUrics.

CALL 863-8666

UPINNGIL

411 Main Road
Gill, MA 01354

413-863-2297
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Brian Bowden-Smith

Beijin

g Station
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Monday-Friday | Noon-2 p.m.

Avenue A, Turners Falls

| 413-863-2666
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70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

Lic: PL31465-3 5|
413-863-5218
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. e ¥ : w2, Annual
> s WO e = — @ Heating
e System
Al C")ﬁfﬂg Cleaning
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REE (98b ' Ropairs . = = . :
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#:i, },Tﬁ W It Ny LICENSED
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BY DAVID DETMOLD
ERVING - Signs saying “I'm
voting yes for the gas station™ are
sprouting up like dandelions
around Erving in advance of the
vote planned for October 5th,
when Erving residents will have
a chance to weigh in at a special
town meeting on whether or not
the town should allow gas sta-
tions to be built within Erving’s
aquifer protection zone,

Only one gas station has been
proposed within the protection
zone surrounding the town’s
drinking water well; that is the
one planned for the lot next to the
French King Entertainment
Center, owned by Eric and Ralph
Semb.

Last week, Eric Semb pur-
chased 100 lawn signs with the
pro gas station message, and he
said. I ran out of them in two
days. People have been grabbing
them out of my hands. People are
just so excited. They want gas!”

There is no gas station in the
town of Erving; the nearest gas

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

New Date Set for Aquifer Bylaw Change Hearing

stations are located in Orange or
Gill.

meeting in 2005. More than 175
residents signed these petitions,

In 2005, Erving approved The Sembs hope to build a
new zoning fast food
bylaws pro- restaurant,
hibiting  fuel gas station
storage tanks and con-
or gas sta- venience
tions wilhrin ffer GAS STATION / DRIVE-THRU slor(:h on
the aquifer ' 1 €
protection CREATING JOBS /= ERVING T e
zone in Living lot,

Ervingside,
although gas
stations arg permitted in other
parts of town.

Afler closing Jillians on the 2,
the most recent business to be
located on the lot across from the
French King Entertainment
Center, the former home of the
Countree Living Restaurant, the
Sembs initiated a petition drive
to overturn the zoning bylaw
prohibiting a gas station at the
site, along with a second petition
to overturn the townwide prohi-
bition on drive-through restau-
rants also approved by town

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG
Snoozin’® In The Road

Tuesday, 8/18

8:25 pm. Barking dog complaint on
Ridge Road, Owner advised of bylaws.
Wednesday, 8/19

605 pm. Arrested

Charged
with operating a matorvehicle withour
a license, speeding, and seatbelt viola-
Len.

Saturday, 8/22

1203 am.  Arrested

(:h.ugcd wiLIl. ui_wmtjllg i
motor VC]];(’? ;‘F‘E"r SUSF‘(‘!‘ISI\!F\ l‘F
license, speeding, and possession of a
class E drug:

3:530 pam. Barking dog complamt on
Ridge Road. All quier upon arrival.
Sunday, 8/23

12:30 am.  Assisted Gill police with a
domestic disturbance.

I;15 pea, Report of a l.‘]l‘ﬁlTL!ﬂdL‘Hl
female on the French King Briclgc.
Checked same, s:ui-njt-;-l stared] she was
fine, no problem detected.

7:22 p.m. Backing dog complaint on
Ridge Reoad. Checked area, all quit‘.[.

9:30 pm. Citavion tssued 1o

for operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended license, speed-

ing; and seatbelt violation.

Tuesday, 8/25

4:03 a.m. Report of a sleeping child in
the n';m‘lwny on Darsey Road. Located

an adule male slceping n the middle of

Dorsey Road. Transported same o res-
idence.

9:00 pam. Report of past larceny from
rrmdl King Restaurant.

9:30 pom. Report of vehicle damage on
Raute 2 at Old State Road work site.
140 pama - Assisted Montague police
wi|_h a ].ru:.)kfng ,Jllxj l:nl.crl'ng l\_‘PLFl'tftl
on Seuth Prospect Strect.

Wednesday, 8/26

8:10 am. Report of breaking and
entering, larceny of copper wire on
MNorthtield Road. Under investigation.
Thursday, 8/27

[:30 pm. Report of a domesuc distur-
bance at a North Street residence. Male

party  out of control, verbal only.
SLIL\jccts calmed down.
200 pom. Mator vehicle aceident, car

vs, tractor tratder unit ar Old State
Road and Roure 2.
3:30 pam. Ri’]:urf_ of loose black

labrador retriever on West Main Streer.
Lnable to locate,
10:22 pam, Citation ssued to

Businessman Erie Semb purchased 100
e signs for gas statton supporiers.
f g gas Siat 4

if the zon-
ik - -3
changes called for in their peti-
tions are enacted by town meet-
ing on October 5th.

Eric Semb said residents he
talks to are just as excited about
the prospect of a fast food drive-
through as they are about a more
convenient gas station. “They
want a Dunkin Donuts,” he said.

On April 13th of this vear,
Franklin Regional Council of
Governments planning director
Peggy Sloan told an overflow
crowd at a public hearing on the
proposed bylaw changes that 11
Orange, for operation of an uninsured
and unregistered vehicle,

Friday, 8/28
9:03 aam.

- for operating an uninsured and

unregistered vehicle.
10:37 Arrested

Citation 1ssucd to

operating 2
muotor vehicle while under the mfluence
ot liguor, serond offense and marked
j:‘l]\-’f‘ \’I‘«.‘ldllun,

Saturday, 8/29

10:20 am. Report of tractor trailer
unit stuck m the mod at Route 2 and
Old State Road construction area.
Remoyed b}' guud samaritan.

6:46 pan. Report of 4 domestic distur-
bance at a High Street address.
Arrested

Charged
wich assaule and battery, domestic, with
a dangerous weapon.

Tuesday, 9/1

2:30 p.m. Reépore of barking dags at
an Ol Stare Road address. Checked
same.

J:42 1o

Citation  issued

for operating

a motor vehicle wath a suspcm{cd

IiLTCI'IH ¢ I'lC{ KF o (.‘d i'l'lg_

towns in Franklin County have
groundwater protection zones in
place, and of those 11 towns, all
but Greenfield prohibit gas sta-
tions within their aquifer protec-
tion zones. Greenfield is working
to cnact on a ban on gas stations
anywhere within their ground-
water protection zone, Sloan
said, and city planner Eric
Twarog confirmed this change
was being sought in Greenfield,
sinee Sloan had brought the mat-
ter to his attention.

Nevertheless, a large majority
of those in attendance at the
April hearing indicated their sup-
port for overtuming the prohim-
tion on fuel storage tanks near
the town’s drinking water supply
in a straw poll.

At a subsequent discussion on
the matter at a selectboard meet-
ing on June 15th, selectboard
chair Andy Tessier told Eric
Semb, *I have to be honest with
you. | have a major problem with
[the gas station proposal]. Once
the water gets contaminated, |
have a problem with how much it
costs to treat it at the other end.”

But this week, Semb dis-
missed such concerns. “When
was the last time you heard a
news report about a fuel storage
system that leaked? IU's comput-
erized now, These are above
ground tanks we're putting in,
with a 110% contamment barrier.
It’s about educating the people.”

At a public hearing on revis-
ing the bylaws to allow for a gas
station and drive through in the
Ervingside aquifer zone on
August 13th, former selectboard
member Daniel Hammock
charged planning board chair
Jeff Dubay with conflict of inter-
est for his stated opposition to
opening up the groundwater pro-
tection zone to allow for con-
struction of a gag station and
convenience store. Dubay’s wife
owns the Freight House Antiques
on Erving Center on Route 2,
which also has a coffee counter
and could conceivably be
impacted by the opening of"a fast
food restaurant in Ervingside.

Dubay recused himself from
that hearing after Hammock
made the charge, causing the
hearing to be abruplly terminated
for lack of a quorum on the plan-
ning board. Dubay has since
written Lo the state cthies com-
mission for a ruling on the mat-
ter.

The hearing will be held again
on September 17th at the Erving
Elementary School, at 7 p.m., 10
solicit public input on the zoning
changes prior to the town meet-
ing vote on October 5th. The spe-
cial town meeting will also take
place at the elementary school at
7pm.

The schedule for the hearing
and special town meeting was
discussed and approved at the
August 31st selectboard meeting.

In other news from that meet-
ing, former selectboard member
Linda Downs-Bembury came in
to complain that a hill of wild-
flowers planted by highway boss
Paul Prest on Route 2 leading-
west out of Erving Center was
mown down by Harry Brown, of
Beulah Land Maintainers, a pri-
vate contractor who maintains
the landscaping at town build-
ings and mows some of the steep
stopes around town. The board
promised to contact Brown and
ask him to no longer mow the
hill where the wildflowers had
lately been altracting positive
comment and attention.

Gary Street resident Celeste
Gannon came in to talk to the
board about the same streich of
road, Gannon wanted the town to
see i MassHighway would
move the speed limit sign that
raised the limit from 35 to 45
mph to the west of the Mountain
Road intersection, so motorists
would no longer be accelerating
up the hill as cars turned in or out
of Mountain Road. The board
promised to communicate with
Mass Highway on the subject.

Town elerk Richard Newion
said the necessity to hold a pri-
mary and special clection on
December 8th and January 19th,

see ERVING pg 14
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Wendell Sees Steep Drop

BY JOSH HEINEMANN

The finance committee met
with the selectboard on August
19th to discuss the budget diffi-
culty imposed on the town by a
steep drop in local aid, with fore-
casts no less gloomy for the com-
ing budget season, in FY “11.

Committee  member Jim
Slavas said state aid to the town
had dropped 33% from last year’s
figures.

Subsequent to the meeting,
Slavas explained, “Wendell
received $415,310 in local aid for
FY*09. The state’s final FY “10
budget has Wendell receiving
$276,427 in local aid, a reduction
of $138,883, which is just over
33%.

“The reductions are primarily
the result of the significant reduc-
tion in school transportation
reimbursement — from $118,948
to $41,772 — and in unrestricted
general government aid — from
$208,264 1o $153,551."

To compensate for that, the
legislature has approved new
local option meals and lodging
taxes, with extra receipts collect-
ed by local businesses and sent
into the state, which would for-
ward the money back to Wendell
every three months.

Finance committee member
Barbara Caruso said she hates the
idea of adding taxes to local busi-
nesses, and Slavas said any
money generated thereby would
not come close to covering the
loss in state aid. Finance commit-
tee and selectboard members
could think of only two business-
es that might be aftected, the
Country Store and Deja Brew
Pub, and Diemand Farm, which
sells sandwiches and coffee at
their store. Slavas said he would
talk with both establishments and
get their input, but said he does
not think the local option taxes
are 4 good idea for Wendell.

Selectboard member Dan
Keller said taxing utilities for
additional property and equip-
ment in town could produce
some extra revenue for the town.
High tension wires are already
taxed, but now the town may tax
utility distribution lines as well.

In a follow-up interview,
Keller said the town made it
through this year by “cutting
back on expenses and taking
some money out of stabilization
to meel operating expenses.” He
predicted Wendell would have Lo
follow a similar strategy in FY
“11.

in State Aid

Slavas said that the state had
certified Wendell’s tax rate at
$15.83 per $1,000 of valuation;
bills should be sent out within
two weeks, Preliminary property
tax bills for 2010 will be sent out
in December.

Heard said people can always
pay early, and face only a small
remainder when the adjusted bill
comes out.

In Other News

Jim May from National Gnid
met with the selectboard to
explain why the utility charges
more than a local electrician to
bring electric service from the
street to a house. A Wendell
homeowner had questioned the
expense, but later decided to
install solar panels and a backup
diesel generator instead of con-
necting to the grid, May said.

May also said a house supply
less than 500 feet from the road
may be installed by an electri-
cian, but a longer distance would
result in too much voltage drop,
and in that case National Grid
installs, owns, and maintains a
primary cable at line voltage to a
transformer 500 feet or less from
the house. An electrician can
install the secondary cable from

there to the house, and once the
installation is complete the home-
owner owns it and is responsible
for maintenance or repair.

Coffeehouse Improvements
Paul Richmond, representing
the Full Moon Coffechouse com-
mittee, brought six issues to dis-
cuss with the selectboard in
preparation  for the next
Coffeehouse season, as follows:
The Heliday Fair dates,
December 5th and 6th, fall on
December’s full moon weekend,
so the committee decided to hold
December’s coffechouse on
Saturday, December 12th instead.
Low-voltage wires for the
sound system are now strung
every month by hand from a rick-
ety ladder along the hanging
lights from the stage to the back
of the room. Klondike has offered
to run a conduit under the floor so
those wires can be left in place
permanently, and the committee
will build a small box at the
stage, near the entry door, to hold
the cable ends when not in use,
There is a plywood facade in
the town hall covering a speaker
the committee wants to remove
and relocate toward the side of
the stage. The selectboard agreed
that might be worthwhile.
The lighting bar over the stage
is old and has screws loose. The
committee would like to replace

it with a new bar, or lights on
stands on either side of the stage,
whichever the board prefers.
Board member Dan Keller
agreed to look over the lighting
and wiring improvements, for
which the board gave the go-
ahead.

Musicians have noticed small
white particles that might be
asbestos insulation falling from
the ceiling during performances.
Enough collects at the end of an
evening that the floor needs
sweeping. Town coordinator
Nancy Aldrich asked if there is a
way to get above the stage ceil-
ing. Selectboard chair Christine
Heard thought town custodian
Larry Ramsdell or building man-
ager Ted Lewis might know, and
Keller suggested the town's
newly created energy task force
might look into the situation.
Richmond suggested a coflfee-
house could be held to create a
fund to pay for some of the work,
which could be expensive if
asbestos is involved.

During a past cofleehouse
someone had a portable radio and
heard a broadcasted tornado
warning. The town hall cellar is
too small to shelter a full coffee-
house crowd. The committee was
hoping for a clear policy on how
to respond to such an emergency
in the future. Aldrich suggested

from WENDELL pg 14

ZSCHAU from pg 1

stand it, the legislation for limits
never gets out of committee for-
vote in Congress.”

Zschau considers the conse-
quence tragic for the body politic
when a ruling elite is returned to
power regularly. “We have lost
generations,” the senate hopeful
says in his flyer, “of intelligent,
capable, and innovative leaders
because a handful of career
politicians have held the same
offices for decades.

“This is America — everyone
deserves an equal opportunity to
hold an elected position. We need
citizen peliticians, not career
politicians. If elected, I will serve
no more than two terms as your
senator.”

The second plank of Zschau's
platform deals with
Congressional  pay  scales.
“Why,” he asks in his circular,

“are senators with millions of
dollars of personal wealth paid
the same as those with little or
none? The wealthiest politicians
— those multi-millionaires —
should be only compensated for
the expenses they incur while ful-
filling the duties of the office. 1
will only keep the income needed
to cover these expenses, and con-
tribute the remainder of my
salary to Massachusetts charita-
ble organizations.” The third part
of his platform focuses on cam-
paign war chests. “A U.S. senato-
rial campaign typically costs
about three million dollars. Only
a wealthy person can afford to
run, or a person who's been in
office for decades with a string of
people he can call for donations.”

A self-made businessman,
Zschau said in his flyer, “Any
campaign funds | do not expend
during this election will be con-

tributed to Massachusetts charita-
ble organizations.”

Right now the aspiring candi-
date feels his lack of experience
on the national stage is one of his
strongest assets.

“[ am not a politician,” he
said. “Essentially, I've made no
promises to anyone. [ have not
received $1 in contributions for
my campaign.

“My first step is to complete
my nomination papers. [ have to
obtain 10,000 signatures of regis-
tered voters in the state in order
to get on the ballot.”

The deadline for filing papers
is November 24th.

Why is the former Turners
Falls resident running as an inde-
pendent? “You have to start lev-
eling the playing field,” Zschau
said. “1 would not want to be
associated with either the
Republicans or Democrats.

Personally, 1 can best express my
feelings by being an independent
instead of offending a party with
my ideas and positions.”

[ndependents make up the
fastest-growing segment of vot-
ers in the nation.

“I"ve actually thought of get-
ting into politics for 15 years,”
Zschau said. “I've seen the same
incumbents and candidates run
negative campaigns, so when you
go to the polls, you end up voting
for the lesser of two evils. 1 don’t
think this is the type of country
we want. We want people we can
select out of a wide variety of
possibilities.”

Zschau  graduated  from
Turners Falls High School in
1966. He attended Bentley
College for two years before
completing his bachelor’s degree
in business administration under
a work-study program in only

three semesters at the College of
Insurance in New York City.

He and Melanie, his wife of
32 years, have four children:
Aaron, 30; Jonathan, 27; Jeremy,
25; and Ryan, 23.

“The kids and [, along with
volunteers, are going to hit the
streets,” Zschau promised, “to
get those 10,000 signatures.”

Zschau notes that people can
stop in at his office to sign his
papers at 25 Millers Falls Road in
Tumers Falls at the corner of
Carlisle Avenue and Millers Falls
Road, Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m.to 5 p.m.

For further information, call
(413) 218-8895 or view Zschau’s
website at Zschauforsenate.com.

Would Mentague see any pork
barrel projects if he gets elected?
“I’ve made no promises to any-

one,” insisted Zschau. .
{ &
LS

But we can hope.
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION
BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - (0 [I'm getiing
pain in my right leg, and my
doctor says it sciatica. Could
vou write one of vour columns
ahout this?

Sciatica is pain thal runs
down the sciatic nerve from
your lower spine to your but-
tock and down the back of your
leg. Age-related changes in the
spine are a common cause of
sciatica.

Other sciatica symptoms
include numbness, muscle
weakness, 4 burning sensation,
and tingling. In rare cases, there
is a loss of bladder or bowel
control. Usually only one side
ol vour body experiences scial-
ica,

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Dealing with Sciatica

Most of the time, sciatica
goes away within a few weeks
ofrest. IF it doesn’t go away, see
a doctor. About 85 percent of
patients with sciatica get better
over time without surgery.

Sciatica is caused by damage
to the sciatic nerve, the longest
nerve in the body. This nerve
controls the muscles of the back
of the knee and lower leg and
provides sensation to the back
of the thigh, part of the lower
leg and the sole of the foot.

A common cause of sciatica
is a herniated disk — also known
as a ruptured or slipped disk.
Disks are pads of cartilage that
cushion the vertebrae in your
spine. If a disk ruptures, it can
press against a nerve root in
your spine, causing pain.

Other
include:

causes of sciatica

* Trauma. A blow 1o your
§pine can injure nerve roots.

* Tumors. As they grow,
tumors can compress the spinal
cord or the nerve roots.

« Stenosis, If sections of the
spinal canal narrow, there can
be pressure on the spinal cord.

* Piriformis syndrome. The
piriformis muscle runs from
your lower spine to each thigh-
bone. This muscle can put pres-
sure on the scialic nerve.

* Spondylolisthesis. This
occurs when one vertebra slips
slightly forward over another
vertebra and pinches the sciatic
nerve. This condition 1s often
caused by degenerative disk
discasc,

Cigarettes are bad for your
back. Smoking increases your
risk of developing sciatica by
blocking the body’s ability to
deliver nutrients to the disks of

the lower back.

Get emergency treatment for
sciatica if you have: sudden,
severe pain in your low back or
leg: numbness or muscle weak-
ness in your leg; pain following
a violent injury; or trouble con-
trolling your bowels or bladder.

There are many ways to treat
sciatica that include injections,
pain-relieving drugs, muscle
relaxants, hot or cold packs,
physical therapy and surgery.

To avoid sciatica, you should:

* Exercise regularly

+ Sit with good posture and
lumbar support

= Take frequent breaks if you
work at a desk

» Adjust your car scat so that
your knees and hips are level
and you aren’t overreaching for
the pedals.

 If you stand for long peri-
ods, rest one foot on a stool.
(Bar rails were invented to
reduce back discomfort.)

knees, not your back. Lift with
your legs.

+ Carry objects close to your
body.

* Don’t reach and lift objects;
pull them close to you first.
Remember this tip when empty-
ing a car trunk.

+ Sleep on a good mattress; if
you wake with back pain, you
need a new one.

I have a slightly herniated
disk that has given me sciatica;
I’ve gone to a chiropractor,
physical therapists, and tried
many self-help techniques.

've had the most success
following the instructions in a
book entitled Trear Your Own
Back. The author is Robin A.
McKenzie, a New Zealand
physiotherapist. I recommend it
to all my friends who suffer
from back pain.

If vou have a guestion
please write to

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Intent to Commit Murder Charged

Sunday, 8/16
L0:26 am. Report of 1 domes-
tic disturbance at a Hillside
Road address, Services renderced.
4:01 pom. Repore of a domestic
distiirthance at 3 Twelfth Srreer
address. Peace restored.

6:11 pam. Officer wanied at a G
Street address. Arrested

Charped with
operating a motor vehicle (o
endanger, nper;uing under the
influence of :iu]um-, s¢cond
offense, and failure to use care
starting, turning or backing up.
Monday, 8/17
1:0T pm. Report of an assault
at a Woodland Drive address.
Investigated,
Tuesday, 8/18
3:25 pan. Report of burglary /

breaking and encering at a |

Street address.
Thursday, 8/20
10:47 am. Report of a hit-and-

an  acy 1L{\"Ill at l.l]\' .L';LII' \'i\'.'ll

Center on  Fourth  Streer.
lrvestigated.
11:43 pm. Following a rraffic

stop, arrested

{"h;uged
with operatmg a motor vehice
witheur a license, with o revoked
registration, and wichout insur-

anco.
Friday, 8/21
8:04 pan. Report of a motor

vehiele accident with personal
mjury ae the White Bridge by
Seuthworth  Paper.  Subject
removed ro hospital

Sarurday, 8/22

7:19 pan. Officer mmtiated
inyvestigation  of |.1urgl.3r)- /

breaking and entering at a
Meadow Road address.
849 pm.  Assist other police

department an the arvrest of

ona default warrne.

Sunday, 8/23
11:03 am. Report of bulglary
/ breaking and enrering at a
Street

Fourth address.

Investigated.

Monday, 8/24

6:50 am. Abasdoned 911 all
from a North Leverert Road
address. Investigated.

301 pm. Report of an assaalt
and ba[tcr){ at an L Street tnves-
tigation.  Reporting  party
advised of optians.

SeG pam. Report of an unwant-
ed person at a North Leverett
Road address. Peace restored.
Tuesday, 8/25

+:59 pam. Report of an assault
Street  address.

at a High

Services rendered.

[1:41 pam. Report of burglary
/ breaking and entermg ac an
Oakman Street address.
|n\'cslig:'ttcd.

Wednesday, 8/26

213 am. Report of a domestic
disturbance av a Seventh Street
.ui‘_'lrvs:n Peace restored.

8:25 a.m. Report of bulgiar}' /
bteaking  and mtcrins at
WMECO property on Farren
Avenue, Investigated.

6:30 pim. Report of a restram-
g order violation at Subway

restaurant, Avenue A. Services
rendered.
Thursday, 8/27

S:‘I‘I dITY. l{l‘i_‘url L\r an unwant-
ed person at an Averme A
address. Peace restored.

6:17 pam. Report of a domestic
disturbance at a Montague City
Road address. Peace restored.
6:23 pam,  Officer wanted at a
Swamp Road address. Peace
restoned,

Friday, 8/28

* When lifting, bend your

[2:40 am. Reportof a domes-
tic disturbance at an East Main
Street acdress: Peace restored.
2:10 wm. RL‘P('H.‘I of a domestic
disturbance at an East Main
Street address. Investigated.
346w Report of a domestic
disturbance at an East Main

Street address. Arrested

Charged with disorderly conduct
and disturbing the peace, subse-
(uent affense.

[1:38 am. Report of an
unwanted person at Basically
BIC}‘E]CS on Thud Sceeet. Peace
restored.

544 pm. Repaort of a domestic
disturbance behind the
Brickhowse Community Center,
Third / Fourth Street alleyway.
Peace restored.

Saturday, 8/29

12:18 am. Report of loud
nese disturbance 4t a G Street

address. Arrested

Jred@healthygeezer.com

. on a default warrane.

1:22 am. Rrpurl of a neighbnr

disturbance at 4 Grand Avenue
address. Arrested

(--h\ir_g‘-\{ ‘\'ill] til-"'—u;!-‘ul!:
the peace,
418 am.
department m the arrest of

Assist other Pnli:.‘v

Charged with armed
burglary, mumidation of a wit-
ness, assault and battery, aggra-
vated and with 4 daongerous
Wt.':li."l" n, k idn ﬂF)FFiﬂ!:. LI'l'l't'arL‘l 1“'18
to commit a murder, and assaolt
with intent to comnmit murder.
1:220 pune Report of an unwant-
ed person At a Viedish Avenue
address. Services rendered.
Monday, 8/31

1:39 p.m. Report of trespassmg
Circle  address,

at a Grout

Tnvestigared.

e, =
T

d

array of silk, heifoom whites, velveteen,
rayon, wool & Japanese printed colfons,
Vintage-inspired butfons, jewelry & scarves

Delectable Mountain Cloth

125 Main Street, Brattieboro, VT 05301 ..
H www.delectablemountain.com i
i, Please visil our websile or the store for even more o4

(B02) 257-4456

',

Spring Into Action with
Green Energy Solutions For Your Home

Solar Electric

Solar Het
Water

Conservation i
Praducts : g e

Greenfield olar

—

Ll

Store

Ann Forslund
REALTOR®

3.5 East Main Street, Orange, MA 01364
Bus: 978-544-9000 Fax: 978.544-9099

Cell: 413-522-8542 www.annforslundrealty.com
serving Franklin County & North Quabbin areas

Prudential

Prime Properties

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 772-3122 www.greenfieldsolarsiore.com

@ MLS Offering A Fresh Start for Home and Life

“"Sandwiches like mom use::l to make" «hama saion
round he"e

s Pierce Brothers Coffee
Locally Reasted in Greenfield
Organic Fair Trade Espresso,Cocoo &Tea

«Fresh Baked Goods

= Diemand Farm Eggs

e A C’II"\S t}f’f]tf*!i

® Soup made from scratch
= We Roast our own Meats
* Daily Specials

= Wifi

Reliable Hours & Friendly Serviee

cate
111 Avenue A Turners Falls MA
call in for fast pick upl 413-863-2800

Mon - Fri 6:30 o.m. - 2 p.m.
Sof. 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

GREENFIELD
<ieEns COOPERATIVE EXGHiies
Lty Ovned Sice T

Farmer-Owned
Shop with your neighbors
Support local agriculture

Local

Products for your animals,
home, farm, garden & yard

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639

Patrick Smith
CSSL # 100236
Insured

Toll Free
866-262-5361

X EASTERN
WEATHERIZATION

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
and Vinyl Replacement Windows:

Maontague, MA 01351

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

(JO

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic
Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)

()) 4|

Propane
Filling
Station

()()

00U ]

Residential & Commercial
Plowing & Sanding
Demolition

Seal Coating

Treework

Construction Services
Septic Systems

Paving

Power Sweeping

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating

& Paving, Inc.
Bryan Barlow, CEO

P.O. Box 386 Turners Falls
413-772-2155

Cell Phones:
413-775-3376

325-5596

Simply Computing

computer set-up
training
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
774-5451

Your Pace at Your Place
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WENDELL from pg 12
during regular announcements
about exits and safety the com-
mittee might add a statement,
“This is not a building to take
shelter in during extreme weather
conditions.”

Backhoe

Aldrich said the town received
three bids for a new used back-
hoe, as authorized by annual
town meeting. One bid was high-
er than the $60,000 town meeting
authorized, another bid was for a
2004 machine and the town qual-
ification was for a 2006 model or
newer. The selectboard approved
the bid from Brookside
Equipment for $57,500, with a
$7,500 trade-in on the old back-
hoe, for a total outlay of $50,000.

Road boss David Bock will
inspect the backhoe, and if he
approves it, the town will buy it.
The money will come from the
town’s stabilization fund.

Raccoons in a Dead Ash Tree

Cemetery commission chair
Richard Mackey told the select-
board he had put yellow caution
tape in a large circle around the
dead ash tree in the
Meetinghouse cemetery to keep
people away from limbs the tree
continues to drop.

Mackey hired an arborist to
limb the tree to avoid damage to
the gravestones below, but the
arborist, Matt Edwards, ran intoa
clan of raccoons who have exca-
vated a fortress in the dead tree,
and made it dangerous to climb
past them. Edwards said he could

not count how many racoons
there were, but they came out of
every branch hole, hissing. In one
hole, he saw one raccoon on the
back of another. Mackey said
nothing has worked to get rid of
the bandits: when one retreats
another advances, “like a giant
game of *“Whack-a-Mole’.”

Edwards said the best option
would be to cut and limb the tree
from the top down using a buck-
et truck, and hope the commotion
scatters the raccoons so the trunk
can be cut down safely. If the rac-
coons stay, the trunk can remain
standing, and at least the tree will
have no more limbs to drop.

Edwards said he can use a rear
mounted bucket that can get close
to the tree without damaging
gravestones. He estimated $2,000
for the work, including the buck-
et truck rental.,

Mackey said he could use
money from the cemetery’s per-
petual care account for the work,
but he wanted to consult the
selectboard first. Because the
expense is less than $5,000, and
no building is involved, the
selectboard was able to approve
the work without going out to
bid, and they did so.

School Regionalization, etc.
Jim Slavas reported he had
missed two meetings of the
Mahar regionalization subcom-
mittee, but at one recent meeting
he attended a report presented by
consultant David Tobin showed
Swift River School had the high-
est instructional and administra-
tive costs per student, while

ERVING PuBLIC HEARING

The Erving Conservation
Commission, in accordance
with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, MGL
Chapter 131, will hold a public
hearing at the Erving Town
Hall on Monday, September
14th, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. The
request for an extension of a
Determination of Applicability
filed by Mass Highway for
Route 2 reconstruction will be
discussed.

— Chairman,
David Brule

ERVING from pg 11
respectively, in connection with
the Senale seat left vacant by the
death of Senator Edward
Kennedy would cost the town an
extra $6,000 in the current fiscal
year. The board will place an arti-
cle to appropriate that amount on
the October 5th town meeting.
Police chiet Chris Blair is
seeking to fill the fulltime officer
position left open by the depar-
ture of Ryan Doherty with one of
the part time officers from the
department, alter being disap-
pointed with the response to the
advertised opening. In order to
fill the post from within the ranks
of part timers, the town would

Orange has the lowest. Teachers
at Swift River School get the
highest pay, but Slavas said he
pointed out that longevity at
Swift River is greatest among the
schools studied, so the teachers at
Swift River are often at the high-
est step rate, while pay for com-
parable step rates are low at Swift
River.

The report showed a possible
savings of 1'4% from consolidat-
ing into one K through 12 region
with  Mahar, with  many
unknowns that could skew the
estimate.

In a regional school commit-
tee, representation based on pop-
ulation would give Orange more
members and a larger majority
than the nine it already has in the
Mahar School Committee.

Finance committee chair
Michael Idoine said Pioneer

MONTAGUE from pg 6
where prices may be more
affordable.

Residents of Central Street
and Prospect Street will hold
their annual Prospect Street
Bridge Party on Chestnut Lane
this year, since the Prospect
Street arched bridge is actively
under renovation at this time.
The date of the party, with live
music and comestibles, is
September 12th. The board
granted permission for the party
on public land from 5 to 10 p.m.
on that Saturday.

Earlier that day, from 3 p.m. to
7 p.m. in the 3rd Street parking
lot, a celebration will be held for

have to pay to send one of the
part time officers to the police
academy, which could cost
Erving up to $20,000, including
the cost of the part time officer’s
replacement while at the acade-
my.

The board, afier consulting
with town counsel, will seek to
reach a contractual agreement
with the part time officer who
may receive this training to serve
the town in a full time capacity
for three years, or else repay part
of the training costs to the town.
A request for $20,000 for police
training will be placed on the
October 5th town meeting war-
rant, as well.

Valley Regional School has invit-
ed other schools and school com-
mittees to look at their program.
Aldrich said that the first elec-
tric bill from Hampshire Power
shows that overall the town saved
$97.27 by buying power through
them. A rebate will be sent to the
town at the end of the year.
She is renewing her operator’s
license for the town water supply.
Dan Keller reported that Nina
Keller resigned her position as
the town’s representative to the
Franklin Regional Council of
Governments; she has missed
meetings because of other com-
mitments. Keller suggested Ted
Lewis might take her place at the
monthly FRCOG meetings.
Pooser said the beta version of
the new town website should be
ready soon after Labor Day, and
the website committee will hold a

the grand opening of the new
Latin style eatery in town,
Burrito Rojo, on 50 3rd Street.
Owner J.D. Keating said the Skin
and Bonz Family Junkyard Band
and the Gas House Gang
Bluegrass Trio will play. There
will be kids® activities, a magi-
cian, and the demonstration of an
alternative personal transporta-
tion device called the Treader.
Water pollution control facili-
ty superintendent Bob Trombley
received approval for a $32,134
change order to pay for electrical
issues related to the plant’s super-
visory control data acquisition
system, the computer system that
runs the combined sewer over-

The board will hold its next
meeting at the Erving Senior
Center on Moore Street on
September 21st, at 6:30 p.m. The
board agreed to meet there in
response to an invitation from the
council on aging.

Following the balloting that
fell four votes shy of the two-
thirds majority needed to approve
funding for a proposed new $2.3
million senior center at the June
22nd special town meeting, the
Erving council on aging (COA)
invited the selectboard to come to
the current senior center to view
existing conditions.

*“The motivation for having
the board of selectmen meet at

forum to gather feedback on the
new website design at the library
on September 8th at 6:30 p.m.
There will be training sessions so
department heads can maintain
their own pages.

Pooser talked with the owner
of the former Maple Valley
School property, who told him
representatives from a New
Hampshire college had expressed
interest in the property.

Heard said the town ‘neigh-
borhood committee’ would hold
trainings for neighborhood cap-
tains and co-captains in
September. The neighborhood
committee is hoping to organize
the town to be better prepared in
the event of a prolonged power
outage or other emergency.

Heard also thanked volunteers
for weeding and mulching the
plants around the town offices.

flow improvements at the
sewage treatment plant.
Trombley said other than the
still-to-be-designed sludge dewa-
tering infrastructure, this should
complete the major work on the
CSO improvements at the plant.

“The automated system
should be up and running by the
end of this week for the 30 day
test period,” Trombley said. He
added the plant has been han-
dling flows far in excess of what
he had predicted it could handle
with the new improvements,
although suspended solids have

been in excess of their
permitted levels during Wa
recent heavy rain. -
the current senior center is to dis-
play to them the conditions we’re
operating under, the difficulties
we're having, the facilities we
lack, explained Collis Adams,
COA chair.

“As far as where we go from
there, I don’t have any idea,
There’s no question a majority of
the voters would like to see this
senior center built,” Adams
added,

The board will also meet with
Mahar Regional School superin-
tendent Michael Baldassarre on
the 21st, at 7:30 p.m., to discuss

N
Lo

district with Mahar.

DON SKOLE
PRESIDENT

in a regional K-12 school
ed since 1941

Since 1895
O the Comrmon
Greenfield, Massachusetts
Turners Falls, Massachusetls

McC a?%ﬁy

¢ Skole Insurance Agency

AUTO « HOME + COMMERCIAL + MOTOR CLUB

Locally own

TERS

413-863.9006 Daily Drink Specials

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM

* gift certificates WWW AJCYCLE COM

(413) 774-4808 LIFE AND HEALTH PLANS
FUNERAL HOME John C. Davis 91 MAIN STREET Full service market
wivw. mecarthyfuneralhomes, com Director 3’?&52}25‘53@, MA 01301 Ffesh LUCal Pl’(}dlll:e
ALY h 70 Allen Street i 413-773-1100
FAR Xrsbaag (508) 544-5431 Greenflold, MA TP FAX 413-773-1105
The Gill Tavern b s e
= B | Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m. @
|
. ) Specials Daily CYC LE P ETE R’ WATE RS
= Seafood - Vegetarian - Local Beef 274Rt.2,Gill
LJ Individual Grilled Pizzas HOUSE PAINTING
5 and More! » gloves
— Fuli Bar with People’s Pint Beeron Tap | [* boots 4131 863-9543 e b Wersletl
A R B et Bottled Beers, Complete Wine List, ’ accessories Allan » David Esitevion 9 78_544-6534 i‘:’:;";‘
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th
Deja Brew, Wendell:
Occam’s  Razor. Dan
Putnam and company: rock,
reggae and a little funk. 9 to
11 p.m.

Filmmakers Ben Balcom
and Josh Weissbach pres-
ent Heap Us ‘Round Qur
Ruins; An Inferstate Film
Circuif, which is a sixteen
state (and counting) film
tour that will encompass all
regions within the continen-
tal U.S. One of its first
showings will be at The
Brickhouse, Turners Falls, 7
p.m. Each of these films is
united in their interest in poetry, mytholo-
gy, and perception, experienced through
an interface of silence and the language
of the material. This body of work is
meant to be eyes seeing humanity hid-
ing, running, lying, tearing itself apart.
(413) 863-9576,

At the Rendezvous, Tumers Falls:
Velveteen  Underground  (Velvet
Underground gone Country), Michael
Metivier, Green River String Band, and
Levin Schwartz. 9:30 p.m. (413) 863-
2866. Four great acts — a steal at §5!

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

SEPTEMBER 4th & 5th

Who Killed Doc Robin? By Dorothy
Johnson and Andy Lichtenberg. Written
just for the 1794 Meetinghouse, using a
large cast of local people of varying tal-
ents and great enthusiasm, the usual
suspects will perform in this comedy and
the audience will get to decide who dun-
nit. At the 1794 Meetinghouse, New
Salem, 7:30 p.m. Continues 9/11 to 9/12,
with a 2 p.m matinée on 9/13.
Aduits/Seniors §10. Children 12 and
under free, www. 1794meelinghouse.org.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5th

Artist's Reception at the Great Falls
Discovery Center, Turners Falls for this
month's artist, Chris Curtis. Take this

440 Crepnlield Rd, Monwggn: MA
7 Day - Ll pm leseast)

D666

The Jason Connelley Band rennites at the Ronte 63 Roadlouse for a

wnte-time coent. Saturday, Seplesiber 5.

opportunity to ask questions and share
stories with this nature photographer. 1 to
Jpm.

At the Montague Bookmill, Montague
Center: Whitehaus Family Hootenany! A
fun evening of free-form music, poetry,
and whatnot by the Whitehaus Family. 8
p.m. Donations by pass-the-hat form.

At the Rendezvous, Tumers
Falls; Unit 7 and Jones Trio,
$5 cover, 9 p.m.

Jason Connelley Band
reunites at The Rt 63
Roadhouse for one show
onlyl  Original members
Jason Connelley, Bob
Gentry, Tom Archer, Richie
DiMatteo, with Dave Purock
filling in on drums.

Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ghost
Quartet: Jazzy Blues with a
taste of fist fight swing! 9 to
11 p.m.

dlef vacaly, Lig Nimmony on guitar) vocals, Shamnon Fleaton on
_;'}Mfmmir. anid Awiel Priedan on cells, hiv Bostan-based Dand shares
o lave of fraditional Trist aud American mnste, as well as contenporary
otk and pop. Triduy Septenber 11 ai the Montague Bovkmwill, 8 p.o.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th
The Shea Theater, Turners
Falls presents the
Cambridge University (UK)
American Tour of Shakespeare's Two
Gentleman of Verona. A heart-warming
and hilarious story about the universal
experience of being young, confused and
in love. One performance only at 2 p.m.
Donation accepted. Reservations: (413)
863-2281.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Joe Laur on Guitar,
8 t010 p.m,

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: DJ
Pushplay: Labor on the Dance Floor with
DJ Pushplay, aka John Benedict. Free.
(413) 863-2866.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th

Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting & Crafts
Night. 7 to 10 p.m. Any craft and any skill
level welcome. Get a chance to win our
monthly crafty gift with every $5 you
spend at Craft night.

The Great Falls Farmers Market, corner
of 2nd Sireet and Avenue A, Turners
Falls. 3 to 6 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th
Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range. Rack
out with Betsy, Mark & Bruce to 60's &

70's Qldie Cover Tunes. 810 10
p.m.

At the Rendezvous, Tumers
Falls: Hallmark Students
Welcome Party! Ghost Quartel,
J.P. Harris and the Tough
Choices. Free, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th
Green River String Band per-
forms at the Great Falls
Discovery Center, Turners
Falls Coffeehouse. Charlie
Conant (guitar, dobro) and
Doug Reid (guitar, banjo &
accordion) joined by Roland
and Kate Lapierre (guitar, fid-
dle & acoustic bass) play
upbeat original acoustic music,
covering folk, country, tradi-
tional and alternative music
styles. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Coffee & homemade baked
goods will be available. The
museum and museum store
will be open during Intermis-
sion. Suggested donation $6 to
$12, free for children.
Proceeds to benefit the
Discovery Center.

B9 JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Deja Brew, Wendell: Heather
Maloney, 9 to 11 p.m.

At the Bookmill, Montague Center; Long
Time Courting. Take four individually
accomplished traditional musicians and
singers with fresh atlitudes. Combine
them, and you have the rich, soaring
four-part vocal arrangements, and fiery
Irish jigs and reels, that are Long Time
Courting. 8 p.m. $12 advance/$15 door,
www.lengtimecourting.com,

sy o

Lang Time Coirting brengs together the talemts of Bllery Kieen oi fid-

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th

Of Roals an’ Rocks: A Natural History of
Barton Cove, walk with naturalist Dawn
Marvin-Ward and geologist Steve
Winters 10 am. to 12 noon at Barton
Cove Picnic Area. Bring water and hearty
trail snacks. Meet in the paved parking
lot, near the kiosk, at 10 a.m. Pre-regis-
tration required by calling Northfield
Mountain: (800) 859-2960. Fee: Optional
donation to Friends of GFDC.

Parting of the Seas: The Canal Draw
Down at Turers Falls. Participants ages
7 and older will go down into the bottom
of a working river, 1 to 4 p.m., and gain
unique insights into both the structure of
the river and the animals that live there,
The annual dewatering of the Turners
Falls Canal allows for maintenance on
the Cabot Power Station and the two
miles of canal walls, Participants assem-
ble with buckets and boots to collect
mudpuppies, young sea lamprey (called
amocetes), eels and other fish, plus
invertebrates like endangered dragonfly
nymphs that live in the canal. Crealtures
are then released in the main stem of the
river with the help of Fisheries Biologists

from the Silvio O, Conte Fish Lab. Pre-
registration required, Call Northfield
Mountain (800) 859-2960. Program strict-
ly limited to first 24 participants, so regis-
ter early.

Raw Milk Dairy Day: Nine Massachusetts
dairies that sell raw milk will be open for
tours. Local farms include Upinngil Farm,
411 Main Road, Gill, 10 to 5 p.m. Chase
Hill Farm, Warwick, 10 to 4 p.m. (978)
544-6327, Davenport Maple Farm,
Shelburne, tours at 12:30 and 3:30, (413)
458-5888, Sidehill Farm, Ashfield, 2:30
p.m. four, (413) 625-0011. Info:
Www.nofamass.org

Water Dance at Unity Park: Join this
magical public hoop-dancing event
designed to show appreciation for the
Connecticut River and the local citizens
and groups who protect it. Volunteers
dance with lighted hoops at the River's
edge as sunset fades to night.
Drummers, musicians invited too. 7:05 to
8:30 p.m. at FirstLight Power's Unity
Park. Hoopers, and people who would
like to learn, should wear black clothing
and gather at sunset fo be taught the
choreography for a simple dance.
Limited number of lighted hoops will be
available to use or bring your own hoop,
Info:: phyllislabanowski@comcast.net or
(413) 219-0352.

Burrito Rojo, 50 3rd. Street, Turners
Falls; Grand Opening! Live music with
the Stone Coyofes! Beer & wine, WiFi
and a great menu. Open 2 to 11 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase
Group, acoustic folk rock, & to 10 p.m.

At the Bookmill, Montague Center; Sista
Olis. 8 p.m. $8 advance, $10
door. www.sistaotis.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th
At The Barnes Gallery in the
Leverett Crafts and Arts,
Leverett: Closing reception
for Great Shots, a portfolio of
professional photographers.
Exhibition includes work from
faculty members at the
Hallmark  Institute  of
Photography: Michael Zide,
John Nordell, Paul Teeling.
Local photographers from
Ambherst, Shutesbury,
Leverett & Turners Falls
include, Joseph Kushick,
Micheal Akresh, Kip Fonsh,
Jonathan  Sherrill, Chet
Cramer, Howard Karger. 4 to
6 p.m. 548-9070 or www.ley-
ereficrafts.org.

N

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Second Sunday Comedy, 7 p.m. Free.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Acoustic roots, hluegrass and gospel
music from a Maine family band. Phil
LaClaire provides vocals, guitar and
banjo. Ellen lends support with the
upright bass, vocal harmonies and an
occasional riff on the mandolin. Jeanine
Loubier plays guitar, banjo, mandolin and
bass, 7 p.m. $8 Info or tickets: (413) 863-
2281 or www.theshea.org.

Artists in Action: Thirteen artists will be
deing “"demos” on the lawn of Gallery 38,
38 Avenue A, Turners Falls. Come and
watch them paint or put their skills to
work from 10 am. to 3 p.m. Art will be
available for sale. Rain or shine.

UNTIL OCTOBER 27th

Greenfield Community College, down-
town center, exhibition of works by
Claudine Mussuto. Maps painted on kraft
paper, entitled *kraft triptych: eugene, far
east, truro, & provincetown.’

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS — Drop-in, 3to 6 p.m,
TUES & WEDS — Ongoing
Music Project, 3to 6 p.m,
THURS- Drop-in, 310 6 p.m.

& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m.

Viree (exaept somre tps), open fo focal
diens, Somie vequire permdssion slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center 1s in
The Brick House

24 Third Streer, Turners Falls, 01376

GREENFIELD

CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main St. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas.net
Showtimes for

Friday, Sept. 4th to Thursday., Sept. 10th
. JULIE & JULIA PG13
DAILY  6:30 9:30
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:00 3:00
2. INGLOURJIOUS BASTERDS
DAILY 6:30 9:30 R in DTS sound
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:00 3:00
3. HARRY POTTER AND THE
HALF BLOOD PRINCE PG
DAILY 6:30 9:30
FRI, SAT. SUN, MON 12:00 3:00
4. SHORTS PG
FRIL SAT, SUN, MON 12:15 3:15
4. G.L. JOE: RISE OF THE COBRA
DAILY 6:45 9:15 PGI13
5. THE TIME TRAVELER'S WIFE
DAILY 6:45 9:15  PGI3
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:15 3:13
7. HALLOWEEN 2 R in DTS sound
DAILY 7:00  9:40
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:30 3:30

Food |

Friday, 9/4 9 10 11 p.m. i
Oecoam's Razer Rock, Reggae & Funk. |
Saturday, 9/5, 9 1o 1 p.n.
A Ghost Quartet Jazzy Blues
Sunday, 9/6 8 1 10 p.m.
Joe Lauron Guitar
Thursday, 9/10 8 to 10 p.m.
Free Range 60's & 70's Cover Tunes
Friday, 9/11 9 1o 11 p.m.
Heather Mdanay
978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road

sndell Conptey Store

THURS: 9/03 | 7:30 PM | FREE
Falltown String Band (1st Thursdays of |
Sept/Oct/Mov) w, guest Zach Holmes

FRI: 9/04 | 9:30 PM | a steal at $5
Velveteen Underground ivelvet
Underground gone country) |Michael
Metivier | Green River String Band
Levin Schwartz fof the Amity Front)

SAT: 9/05]9:30PM | $5
Unit 7 and Jones Trio

FOOD SPECIALS!

TRY OUR SUMMER PIZZA! '

= 0n
.

Rate T b

LOGOS & BRANDING &
GRAPHIC DESIGN. &
ILLUSTRATION €

‘\\\I
-

-:;‘% EDWARDS TREE SERVICE

Matthew Edwards

% ‘ # Storm Damage Restoration he r
. \ Cerlified Arborist
WEB SITES £ BDYSEN .« o A v\a‘r Servmg ¥ Cabling & Bracing ¥ Owner
COPYWRITING & SO . Z‘p LUﬂC"l! ¥ Shade Tree Maintenance £ Climber
BUSINESS STRATEGY € _ ¥ TrenRemew) ¥ Insured

863-0033

# Stump Grinding

Wendell ® 978-544-7452
www.mattedwardstree.com

COFFEE COMP

4 Main Road, Gill

INTERNET MARKETING € 4]3;.3@_3-5% 93
MISSION & VISION & www.h226m.com
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FLAMENCO

BY JANEL NOCKELBY &
CHRIS SAWYER-LAUCANNO
TURNERS FALLS — Ol¢! The
Val Ramos Flamenco Ensemble
wowed an audience of nearly 100
people who gathered at the
Shetfield Elementary School
auditorium on Saturday evening,
August 29th for a concert spon-
sored by the Montague Parks and
Recreation department, Turners
Falls RiverCulture, the Brick
House, and Montague Catholic
Social Ministries. Indeed, the
event was river culture at its
finest, with lyrical guitar, percus-
sive dance, and tender, evocative
song moving the hearts and
sparking the imaginations of
audience members young and
old.

Val Ramos and Jose Ramos
started the evening with an
enchanting guitar duet. Then per-
cussionist Matt Moadel joined
the Ramos brothers onstage with
special guests, Flamenco singer
Alfonso Cid from Sevilla, Spain
and dancer Julissa Cadenillas, for
an evening of proud, gravity-
defying dance, soul-stirring gui-
tar, and contagious rhythm.

The only complaint of the
evening was that soggy weather

forced the venue change from the
bandshell at Peskeomskut Park,
where the ensemble would have
played to a much wider audience.

For the lucky ones who sat
raptly in the wooden seats of the
Sheflield auditorium for the hour
and half performance — when in
truth many in the crowd seemed
to want nothing more than to leap
on stage and clap or dance along
with the performers — the concert
was a one-of-a-kind experience
for Montague. While the
applause was long and loud after
each number, and the CD sales
brisk at concert’s end, some may
have left wondering about the
origins of the music they had just
enjoyed. Well, read on.

The fabulous flamenco music
and dancing on Saturday has its
roots sometime well before the
15th century. Where it originated,
however, is a mystery, and in

Andalucia a frequent topic of

argument at local peiias flamen-
cas, or flamenco clubs.

Some claim the music arrived
with the gypsies, who migrated to
Spain from India in the late 14th
and early 15th centuries.
Certainly, since that time,
Spanish gypsies have been

among the foremost practitioners
of the art.

But there are clearly other
influences as well, including the
traditional musical forms of the
Byzantine Christians, Sephardic
Jews, and Moorish Arabs. All
these groups lived side by side in
Southern Spain for seven cen-
turies before the arrival of the
gypsies. Likely, flamenco is an
amalgam of musical forms from
all these groups.

Flamenco began as a soulful
chant or ecry, with the only
accompaniment that of a stick
beating on the floor. This style,
known as Palo Seco, or dry stick,
can still be heard today, particu-
larly in the smaller villages in
Andalucia and in later incarna-
tions called Torias, where the
rhythm is sharply marked by
either the feet, hands or musical
instruments.

Although this element is
always strong in flamenco, most
flamenco heard these days —as at
last Saturday’s concert at the
Sheffield School — is derived
from what the Spanish call cante

Jondo, or ‘deep song.” The great

Spanish poet Federico Garcia
Lorca, whose early work was

BRAVO

influenced by
the flamenco
performers in
his  native
Andalucia,
wrote  that
“cante jondo
approximates
the rhythm of
birds and the
natural music
of the black
poplar and
the waves; its
style is that
of  ancient
simplicity. It
is also a
unique exam-

A :{u"f'm_l‘ﬁ Cid

ple of primi-
tive song, the
oldest in Europe, where the ruins
of history and the lyrical frag-
ment consumed by sand appear

as new as the first morning of

life.”

Lorca’s poetic description
serves well to describe what the
Sheffield audience heard last
Saturday, for flamenco is far from
static, and is continually reinvent-
ing itself. As an example of how
the music continues to evolve,
the Val Ramos group played a

variety of works that owe a debt
to new world influences, particu-
larly tango from Argentina and
rumba from Cuba, as well as
African and African-American
music —even rap. Saturday’s con-
cert was indeed a wonderful
experience for those who came.
Ole!

Tap photo: (I to r) Matt Moadel,
Val Ramos, [ulissa Cadenillas, Jose
Ramos. Photos by 1isa Davol.
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298 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION

SupPPLY Co. INC.

“Rock solid service with level advice™

to suit your lifestyle.

-

H“ Regency Fireplace Products

* Come see our full line of pellet. wood
and gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces
today! Our Fireplace Design Center
makes it’s easy to choose the right unit

413-863-4322

www.shanahansupply.com

117 Main Street - PO Box 638

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY

Real Estate Agency

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 » Home: 413-863-4568

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com

65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FaLLs, MA 01376

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

« Pottery

- Fine Art Drawings and
Painfings

By CHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

Datio Dining

RisTORANTE DiPaoLO
Wednesday Wine Specials Glass §5, Bottle $20, Appetizers £10
Thursday nght Jazz 6:30 10 9:30

GREAT ITALIAN FOOD

Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441






