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Old Fashioned Barn Raising 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
WENDELL - Over the weekend, an 
l 850s-era chestnut post and beam 
barn facing the town common in 
Wendell was reassembled by 60 
community volunteers in a good old­
fashioned barn raising. The barn is 
owned by Jonathan and Susan von 
Ranson. 

As the volunteers gathered on 
Saturday morning, Jonathan told 
them the barn had been used by gen­
erations of the Lewis farnily as a 
dai1y barn, with four stanchions, a 
stall for mother and calf, a horse stall, 
and another low stall area, perhaps 
for pigs. TI1ere were haylofts above. 

''It was the most beautiful barn 
inside, with wonderful aged timbers, 
and whitewashed areas in the daily. 
There was a lot of history inside: old 
calendar-s and a handcarved fishing 
pole, with line and hook, clear'ly cre­
ated by a kid to go fishing long ago." 

In 1997, the von Ransons bought 
the fa1m from Brad Lewis, of 
Leverett, who in his younger days 
had helped his father with the dai1y 
operation. His mother, Lucille Lewis, 
was a schoolteacher in Eiving, and 
before that in Wendell, in one or the 
other of the old one-room school­
houses that once dotted the town. 

Von Ranson dismantled the barn 
last spring. "It was pretty decrepit. 
The roof had been somewhat main­
tained; the posts were rotten at t11e 

bottom, sawn off and propped up at 
different heights at different comers." 
He painstakingly mapped each tim­
ber as he took the barn apa1t, arid 

"It's kind of mysterious 
why so many people 
were willing to give up 
a whole day to help us 
out . .. 

I think it has to do 
with doing something 
challenging together. 
They know it's real and 
useful." 
-Jonathan von Ranson 

dete1mined how much of t11e original 
framing could be salvaged and 
reused. "Sixty to seventy percent of 
the timbers are original. Michael 
Idoine [ of Quist Road Lumber] came 
and we sawed up logs for timbers: we 
salvaged some red oak from t11e tor­
nado, white oak tmcked up from 
Connecticut, and some was bought 
from logge1-s in Wendell: red pine 
and red oak and hemlock." In addi­
tion, some chestnut timbe1-s were 
donated for the barn by neighbors 
Bob Shulman and Geoff Richardson. 

Over the course of t11e past sum­
mer, von Rar1Son, sometimes with a 
helper, could be seen painstakingly 

s01ting and grading t11e original posts 
and beams, dete1mining which parts 
were sound and which pa.its required 
new wood scar-fed on to restore their 
original load beai·ing capacity. 

After cleaning up the area and 
pouring a new foundation last year, 
von Rai1Son m01tised together a new 
sill for t11e barn from white oak, and 
installed a sub floor out of local hem­
lock boai·ds. He lengtl1ened all the 
posts to raise the heigl1t oft11e second 
st01y by 21 inches, "so we wouldn't 
hit our heads on the beams." 
Jonat11an and Susa.ii intend to live in 
an apartment in approximately a third 
of the restored bain, the south end -
about 760 square feet - once the con­
stmction is finished. 

The von Ransons are seeking per­
mission from various boards to live 
wit11out electricity, to use a compost­
ing toilet in t11eir new apartment, and 
to reduce the requirements for their 
septic system since t11ey will use only 
about 10% of the average amount of 
water for a household of two. "We 
wai1t to ligl1ten our environmental 
footprint and not be forced to install 
unnecessaiy infrastmcture," 
Jonathan von Ranson said. 

The rest of the bain will be used 
for a workshop, and a bay for their 
tractor. 

The von Ransons ar·e no strange1-s 
to simple living. For nearly twenty 
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Budget Setbacks 
for GMRSD 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The Gill-Montague school 
committee met ainid piles 
of books in the Sheffield 
School libra1y on Tuesday, 
after an effo1t to achieve a 
budget agreement with the 
member towns of Gill and 
Montague went down to 
ove1whelming defeat at 
last week's district meet­
ing, where the school bud­
get failed by a vote of 196 
- 44. In the aftermath the 
committee offered a list of 
bad news in school choice 
losses (36 more students 
leaving t11e district, taking 
around $180,000 in state 
aid with them), ai1d new 
special education enroll­
ment, which will likely 
cost the district ai1 addi­
tional $145,000 this year. 
These items combined will 
negatively affect the cur­
rent school budget by 
$325,000. 

In ten11S of the possible 
fiscal relief from the state, 
t11e district had still not 
heai·d about Pothole grant 
funding as of Tuesday 
evening. But the COIIllnit­
tee voted unaniniously to 
authorize the school 
adniinistration to immedi­
ately apply half of any 
Pothole funds the Gill­
Montague Regional 
School District (GMRSD) 
may receive to reduce the 
assessments to the towns. 

Meanwhile, the 
GMRSD continues to 
operate under a 1112th 
budget of $16,820,004, as 
mandated by the 
Commissioner of 
Elementary ai1d Seconda1y 
Education on July 1st, and 
bill the towns quarterly. 
Tiris is the identical budget 
number the towns voted 
down at the district meet­
ing on September 17th. 
Another district meeting 
will be scheduled in the 
coming weeks. 

"Tlris has taken a great 
deal of any cushion we had 
when we reduced our bud­
get to meet the 
Commissioner's budget," 
said GMRSD superinten­
dent Ken Rocke, refening 

to the past week's SPED 
ai1d school choice rever­
sals. 

Commissioner Mitchell 
Chester of the DESE will 
appear at a public meeting 
at the Holyoke High 
School, for a meeting of 
the Massachusetts 
Association of School 
Committees, on October 
21st, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Rocke encouraged citize11S 
ai1d town officials to attend 
ai1d speak out on the sub­
ject of state aid for the 
schools. 

The school committee 
was welcomed to Sheffield 
by new p1incipal Elizabeth 
Musgrave, who explained 
the libraiy was undergoing 
a complete makeover so it 
would be more welcoming 
to young readers. The 
Sheffield open house will 
be held on Thursday, 
September 25th, from 5:30 
pm. to7:30pm. 

Clrip Wood, director of 
elementaiy cun'iculmn for 
t11e district, said he had 
been successful in receiv­
ing a $30,000 grant from 
the DESE to fund a full 
year of math tutorials for 
students and staff from Dr. 
Steve Smith, who worked 
in a similar capacity with 
t11e district last year, to 
considerable acclaim. 
Wood said the grant was 
pa1ticularly welcome, 
because math is the ar·ea 
where t11e district needs to 
show t11e most improve­
ment on MCAS scores. 
"This will be the year 
when we really make some 
gains in t11at ai·ea," he pre­
dicted. 

Wood extolled the fea­
tures of a new computer 
softwai·e program called 
Renzuli, which he called 
"a gateway for our new 
computer labs in Gill, 
Sheffield and Hillcrest. It's 
like buying the best state of 
t11e a1t textbook, if you 
will, for clrildren at t11e ele­
mentaiy level. Parents will 
also be able to access the 
program ai1d work with 
their clrildren on it at 
home. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
At Your Service 

Pugsley 
My name is Pugsley. I'm a 

two-year-old male black and 
white cat in need of a good home. 
I am a friendly dude who loves 
attention. I have lived with cats 
and dogs before. I love to play! I 
am FIV+, and I'm looking for a 
loving home where I can be an 
indoor kitty! For more info1ma­
tion on adopting me please con­
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Grade 6: 
Makileigh Barre­

Bukowski 
Grade 7: 

So~hie Letcher 
Grade 8: 

Kelsey Yolish 
Timothy Meyer 

UPINNGIL 

PICK YOUR OWN 
RASPBERRIES 
8 am to NOON 

farm Store & Stand 
Open 7 Days a Week 

s am - 7 pm 

411 Main Road. Giff 
863-2297 

m:oe ;fflontague 
~eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tltis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
en-or occllll'ed. Toe publishers 

reserve the tight to refuse adver­
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 
Local Subscription Rates: 

$20 for 6 months 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Used Book Sale 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - There will 
be a Used Book Sale at the 
Carnegie Libraiy on Saturday, 
September 4th, from 10 am. - 2 
p m. Thousands of books, 
including mysteries, suspense, 
non-fiction, and children's, will 
be sold at $2 a bag. The proceeds 
will go to the Friends of the 
Montague Public Libraries, who 
help support the three libraries 
and their programs. The sale will 
be held in the basement of the 
Carnegie Library, 201 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls. The used book 
room is quite full, and the library 
staff would prefer not to accept 
any more book donations until 
after the book sale. For more 
information, call 863-3214. 

Preschool Story Hour 
Preschool Sto1y Hour is held 

on Wednesday mornings at 
10:15 a.m., at the Carnegie 
Libra1y. Young children and 
their families are invited to 
come and enjoy stories, crafts, 
music, activities and snacks with 
aitist Ruth O 'Mara .. The themes 
for the month are as follows: 

October 1st - Dinosaur Tales; 
October 8th - Dogs; October 
15th - Horses; October 22nd -
Masks; and October 29th -
Pumpkin Stories. 

The weekly free series is 
designed for ages 3 to 5 and their 
parents, grandpai·ents, and other 
caregivers. Siblings of any age 
are welcome. For more info1ma­
tion, please call 863-3214. 

Libraries Quilt Raffle 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - This fab­
ric boxes quilt made by Susan 
Sansoucie of Turners Falls is 
one of the prizes for the Friends 
of the Montague Public 
Libraries quilt raffle. The raffle 
will be held in early December. 
Raffle tickets are on sale at the 
Carnegie, Millers Falls, and 
Montague Center Libraries. 

For more info1mation call 
863-3214. 

WENDEll llBRARY NEWS 
Book Making Workshop 
Classes will take place in 

October, on Saturday mornings 
10:00 am. until noon, begin­
ning on October 4th. 
Registration is limited; please 
call the libraiy, 978-544-3559. 
The libra1y has samples of the 
kind of books we will make 
together, come by and take a 
look. 

The class will explore four or 
five types of binding styles, 
each week making a different 
book, which participants can 
take home. All will be book 
styles you can reproduce on 
your own. You will leain how 

books are put together, explore 
paper in three dimensions, learn 
hand skills and techniques need­
ed to make simple books. No 
previous experience is required, 
and all supplies are provided. 
This will be a ftm introduction 
to making books and working 
with colorfol papers, board, 
cloth and threads. 

Julia Rabin, a resident of 
Wendell, has been painting and 
making rut for 30 yeai·s. She has 
focused exclusively on book 
binding for the last eight years, 
working with Peter Geraty at the 
Praxis Binde1y. 

September 25, 2008 

The Harvest Dinner on Monday at the Brick House 1vas provided 
with the help of Brick House staff and the efforts of the 

Undergr01vth Farmers from Gill and donations from many local 
businesses. Thanks to all who put together this great event! 

Cultural Grant Proposals sought 
Montague 

The Montage Culhual 
Cotmcil is seeking grant pro­
posals for community oriented 
a1ts, humanities, and interpre­
tive science projects due 
October 15th. The priorities for 
applicants include: commtmity­
wide events such as conceits, 
festivals, and plays; projects led 
by local artists; environment, 
nahrre, and science education 
programs; as well as suppo1t for 
commtmity arts and culhual 
organizations, and activities in 
schools. 

Ten copies of each grant 
application, typed and signed, 
plus one copy of relevant sup­
port materials, though multiple 
copies are appreciated, must be 
postmarked by Wednesday, 
October 15th. Send completed 
application packets to 
Montague Cultural Cotmcil, 
Montague Town Hall, 1 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls 01376. Forms 
and detailed guidelines are 
available at www.mass-cul­
ture.org. Contact Lisa Enzer, 
Chair, 413-367-2658. 

Wendell 
The Wendell Culhual 

Cotmcil seeks ftmding propos­
als for community-oriented a1ts, 
humanities and science projects. 
Proposals must be submitted 
(postmarked) by October 15th. 

These grants can suppo1t a vai·i­
ety of artistic projects and activ­
ities in Wendell - including 
exhibits, festivals, workshops, 
perfo1mances, and lectures. 

The Wendell Culhual 
Council will also entertain 
funding proposals from schools 
and youth groups through the 
PASS Program, a ticket-subsidy 
program for school age chil­
dren. The Wendell Culhual 
Cotmcil is pa1t of a grassroots 
network of 329 local cotmcils 
that se1ve eve1y city and town in 
the state. The state legislature 
provides an annual appropria­
tion to the Massachusetts 
Cultural Cotmcil, which allo­
cates funds to each local cotm­
cil. 

This year, the Wendell 
Cultural Council will distribute 
$4000 in grant fonds. 
Application forms and more 
specific guideline info1mation 
are available at the Wendell 
Free Libra1y, town offices, post 
offices, and the Wendell 
Cotmtly Store, or on the web at 
www.massculhiral.org/lcc _pub­
lic. asp. Contact Phyllis 
Lawrence, wee chairperson, at 
413-367-2175 for questions. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES --Sept. 29th to Oct. 3rd MONTAGUE? 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, 
Turners Falls, is open 
Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m .. to 2:00 p.m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. Council-on-Aging 
Director is Bunny Caldwell. 
For info1mation or to make 
reservations, call 863-9357. 
Meal rese1vations need to be 
made a day in advance by 11 
a.m. Messages can be left on 
our machine when the center 
is not open. Mealsite Manager 
is Chris Richer. The Center 
offers a hot noon meal week­
days to any senior. A rese1va­
tion is necessaiy and trans­
portation can be 
provided. Trips: Call the 
Senior Center 863-9357 or 
863- 4500. 

Monday, 29th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

Tuesday, 30th 
9 a.m. Walking Group 
1 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, 1st 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 2nd 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 3rd 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

T1ips: Call the Senior Center 
863-9357 or 863-4500. 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Elvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. For info1mation 
and rese1vations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11:30 a.m. with rese1va­
tions a day in advance by 

11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 
Thursday shopping, or med­
ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at 413-422-2584. 

Monday, 29th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libraiy 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 30th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 1st 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 2nd 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Pool 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices 
on Wendell Depot Rd. Call 
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate trans­
po11ation. 

www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey • Tues. 
Chicken Fricassie • Wed: Chicken 
Souvlaki, rice • Thurs: Com Beef & 

Cabbage • Fri: Fried Scallops 
Sat Yankee Pot Roast 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 
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Harvest Meal at the Brick House Workforce 
Summit 

this information to use for our 
economic development advan­
tage are needed! 

TURNERS FALLS 
WATER 

DEPARTMENT 
WILL BEGIN 

READING METERS 
ON MONDAY 

SEPT 29th, 2008 

BY DAVID DElMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Twn the 
comer of the alley between 3rd 
and 4th Street by the Brick 
House on Monday evening and 
you would have run into a buffet 
meal for 50 neighborhood resi­
dents, who had gathered to enjoy 
a haivest meal prepared by the 
Undergrowth Farm in Gill and 
the Brick House staff, with dona­
tions from many area businesses. 

The meal included veggie 
burgers, grilled Ba1rnmundi 
donated by Australis, red bliss 
potato salad, coleslaw, tomato­
garlic soup, com on the cob, col­
lard greens, bread donated from 
the 2nd Street Bake1y, pumpkin 
and apple pies, Candy Cane ice 
cream from Bait's and hand 
pressed cider made from apples 
picked in front of the Shea 
Theater, pressed on site. The 
main ingredients were organic 
vegetables from Undergrowth 
Fa1m, as well as produce from 
other local fa1ms. 

Ten-year-old Tatyana 
Santiago, a Sheffield student 
who attended the family dinner 
with her mother, said she 
enjoyed the meal. "I tried differ­
ent kinds offoods." She liked the 
Bam1mundi the best, or maybe 
the rosemaiy bread from 2nd 
Street. Or maybe the pumpkin 
pie, baked in a cobb oven at 
Undergrowth Farm. 

Cori Mathews was pressing 
the apples as fast as people could 
drink the cider. All manner of 
helpers lined up to help se1ve and 
prepare the meal. 

"I know quite a few people 
here," said Sai·ah Kohler, of New 
Salem. She had stopped by to 
drop off her daughter, Bagheera, 
who volunteers at the Hot Spot 
Teen Center, and then decided to 
stay and help se1ve. "It's delight­
fol," she said. 

The haivest meal was paid 
for, in pa1t, with a $200 grant 
from the Community that Cares 
Coalition. 

NORTHAMPTON - Are you a 
private sector businessperson 
who would like to hear from the 
Massachusetts Secretary for 
Labor and Workforce 
Development. Would you like 
to have the opportunity to relay 
your workforce priorities to 
her? Here's your chance! 

The Franklin Hampshire 
Regional Employment Board 
invites businesspeople from the 
area to participate in a 
Workforce Strategies Summit at 
the Hotel Northampton on 
October 2nd from 3 - 6 p.m. 
Secreta1y Suzanne Bump and 
Dr. Paul Harrington from 
Northeastern University will 
talk about what the employment 
trends in the Pioneer Valley are, 
who is looking for jobs and 
which businesses have job 
vacancies, and where the skill 
gap exists between the two. 
Your views on how we can put 

Seating is limited. Call the 
FHREB at 413-773-1835 to 
reserve a space. 

Eat In or Ta.ke Out.' 
BURR1TOS, 

BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESADILLAS 

Now serving 
People's Pjnt Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

1 OFlske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am • 9 pm 

Like to SIQ? 
We've got a place for you! 

Heart of the Valley Choms 
Guest Nights are Oct 1, 8, 

15, 22 @7pm, JFK 
Middle School, Florence. 

No professional singing experi­
ence required. For infonnation 
call 665-0924 or 584-7878 or 

visit our website 
wwv,r heartoflhevalleychoms.org 

7th Annual Family Fall Fun Day October 18th 
SUIEE'S NOW SPORTING MONTAGUE-Montague 

Parks & Recreation will be 
holding its annual Family Fall 
Fun Day on Saturday, October 
18th from 1:00 pm. - 3:30 
p.m. at Unity Park in Turners 
Falls. The event will be held 
rain or shine, and will include 
Scarecrow Stuffing ($5 per 
scarecrow), Pumpkin Ca1ving 

($1 per pumpkin), face paint­
ing, and a bake sale. The scare­
crows ( donated by Andy 
Carson of Millers Falls) and 
pumpkins ( donated by Steve 
Melnick of Deerfield) are lim­
ited and first come/first se1ve, 
and should be reserved in 
advance as we cannot guaran­
tee availability day of event. 

Also, we need clothes for 
our scarecrows! If you have 
some long sleeve shirts and 
pants that you 're not using 
anymore, we will gladly take 
them off your hands. Drop 
them off at our office. Please 
contact us at 863-3216; rec­
clerk@montague.net, or 
www.montague.net. 

WIRELESS INTERNET. 

f\J:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 

• gloves 
• boots 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David 

emat AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

• C!ay/SU@llili SowiplhUJre 
• W'oW®cry 

• ~Ollili AIT1t Drawollilg$ Ollil~ 
W'aollilllollil~$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT -

email: oarriogehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAi. STREET• TURNERS fAl.lS, NA 01376 

~issance 
lii;iiders Stephen Greenwald 

PO Box 272 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413/863-8316 
Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

(Whoawhoawhoa.) 

.Alwavs Hot Dryers! ~ 
Suzee's Gear tor sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS,GRJ 

Senion; 
Real Estate 

Support 

Gen Johnson & ~ssooatts 
REcALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

.. 
~ 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-223& 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECflONSTATION: NO, 1l051 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office: 413-498-020 7 
Ole. fa1C4 l3-49S-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-9166 
ASR,CRS,e-PRO, GRl,SRE5,CBR Home Fax:413•863-0218 
REALlOR. Em.111 bed~1~comc~st.nc:t 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

-~ ~o§; 
32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND f"LOOR 

Sl-t£LBURNE f°"At..LS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
Pouse, ITALIAN a AMERICAN FARE 

Open 10:00AM-3:00PM Daily·ClosedTuesday 

Bat Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 
863-9991 

Diemand Farm Store 
i 3~\'i New Smnmer Hours 

so 
~ ~ Sunday 6 a1n-2p1n 

I 
I 

Mon-Sat 6a1n-6p1n 
• Local, free range roasting chicken 

• Farm Fresh Eggs 
• Homemade frozen meals 

126 Mor1non Hollow Road . Wendell 
978-544-3806 

DEMERS' LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping & Excavating 

Estimates Given - Fully hisured 
136 Turnpike Road, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

I 
I 

Tel. 863-3652 ---· 
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Strong Public Schools 
BY MARY KOCIELA 
MONTAGUE - The following 
are my comments made at the 
District Meeting last week. I 
feel they bear repeating 
because, although the school 
budget was defeated by a very 
large margin, I still believe 
strongly in the school commit­
tee's position. 

We will continue to work 
with the towns over the next 
couple of months, as we receive 
more information, and I remain 
hopeful that an agreement can 
be reached. 

A town's public school 
budget is one of the most 
impo1tant things we contem­
plate each year. I have been on 
the school committee for eight 
years now, so like many of you, 
I am not new to town meeting 
or to school budget meetings. 

The school committee role 
has changed significantly since 
I first began serving, but one 
thing that has not changed is the 
way in which the budget 
process seems to inevitably pit 
the schools against the towns. I 
am just as frustrated as you by 
this, because I know first hand 
that this administration and 
school committee cares deeply 
and has made eve1y effo1t to 
save money and bring you the 

most reasonable, fairest budget 
we can, with careful attention 
paid to what the towns can 
afford. 

I promise you, we are not 
asking for money we do not 
need. If we have offered new 
infonnation at a late date, it is 
not because this is an eleventh 
hour deal; it's eleventh hour 
info1mation. 

It is a result of a budget 
process that requires the school 
committee to put out a budget 
in Febmary, five long months 
before we have any solid infor­
mation. Like many things with 
the state, it doesn't make sense, 
but we have to do it. So, we 
guess. We give our best guess 
based on projected revenues, 
expenses based on what we 
spent last year and what we per­
ceive to be the state fiscal cli­
mate. We put out a number in 
F ebma1y, and by June things 
have changed. 

The process would serve us 
all better if our prelimina1y 
budget could come out much 
later, but it cannot. 

So, I ask you to tmderstand 
the difficult framework we are 
forced to work with, and please 
approach the school budget 
with an open mind. Start with a 
spirit of commtmity and tiust, 
and remember our common 
ground: to provide our students 
with the best possible educa­
tion. 

I know our town officials are 
angiy with the state for mandat­
ing progi·ams they don't pay 
for, and I don't blame them. In 
August, they were successful in 
aITanging a meeting in Boston 
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... as soon as they finish fixing the economy. 

with our representatives and 
officials from the Department 
of Elementa1y and Seconda1y 
Education. I commend them for 
this action, which will quite 
possibly result in additional 
Pothole ftmds coming to our 
disu·ict this fall. 

But, this is where I must 
respectfully part ways. The 
towns have proposed a budget 
that is lower than last year's 
school budget, in order to send 
a message to the state. But, in 
my opinion, it sends the wrong 
message: a message that says 
we cannot take care of our own 
business and that we do not 
value our schools. In this cli­
mate of competition in school 
choice, this is too gi·eat a risk. 
And, what message does this 
send to our students? We have 
an oppo1tunity to send a differ­
ent, more positive message. 

Here are some highlights of 
what we have done this past 
year to save you money. Last 
summer, ours was one of the 
first disu·icts to join the state's 
Group Insurance Commission, 
allowing us to build a budget 

$400,000 less than it would 
have been with the yearly 18% 
health insurance increase. We 
have consolidated our elemen­
ta1y schools, allowing us to 
move from four schools with 
insufficient staff, resources and 
programs to two Montague 
schools and one Gill school that 
are fully staffed and fully 
resourced, with a wider gi·ade 
span and programs including 
a1t and music in each school. 

We are projecting an end of 
the year balance that will allow 
us to build up our excess and 
deficiency ftmd reserves. We 
lobbied for criteria to be added 
in the state's Pothole language 
so that Gill-Montague would be 
prioritized, and as a result we 
are anticipating extra funds, 
which we have already commit­
ted to share on a 50-50 basis 
with the towns. We have 
reduced out of disu·ict Special 
Education costs by making the 
Mill Therapeutic Program a 
progi·am within the disu·ict, and 
we have a newly created 
Special Education accotmt to 
prevent us from going in the red 

should an tmanticipated SPED 
sh1dent require out of disu·ict 
expenses, as has happened in 
the past. And finally, we are 
actively pursuing collabora­
tions with our neighboring dis­
u·icts to develop additional cost 
saving options. 

It hasn't been an easy year, 
and we have held strong. I am 
ve1y proud of all we have 
accomplished. I hope you are 
too. This is a school district you 
can feel proud of, and it's criti­
cal that we pull together. If you 
want to blame the state for the 
difficulty we are in, we're with 
you, but let's not do it at the risk 
of our public school families 
and teachers. The school dis­
u·ict is not the thing that takes 
money from the town; we are 
the very thing that draws people 
into town. We are your neigh­
bors, your family and your 
commtmity's fuhrre. 

Montague and Gill need a 
strong public school system, 
and as school committee chair I 
am happy to report that's 
what you have. II 

New Water Rates for Turners Falls 
The board of Water 

Commissioners of the Turners 
Falls Water Department voted 
Monday evening, September 
22nd, to revise the water rates. 
The move was strongly sug­
gested by the department's 
accotmting firm. After much 
discussion, the commissioners 
voted to increase the rate to 
$1.90 per 1,000 gallons, a 15 
cent increase per 1,000 gal­
lons. 

New water rates will be 
reflected on the May 1st, 2009 
billing. 

The new semi-annual 
billing is as follows: 

Minimum Charge is $30.00. 
16,000 to 200,000 gallons 

- $1.90 per 1,000 gallons 
201,000 to 400,000 gallons 

- $2.00 per 1,000 gallons 
401,000 to 600,000 gallons 

- $2.10 per 1,000 gallons 
601,000 to 800,000 gallons 

- $2.20 per 1,000 gallons 
801,000 to 1,000,000 gal­

lons $2.30 per 1,000 gallons 
1,001,000 and above -

$2.40 per 1,000 gallons 
Water usage is based on a 

six-month period, approxi­
mately April 1st through 
September 30th for summer 
reads, and approximately 
October 1st through March 
31st for winter reads. Sewer 
bills are based on winter water 
usage and then doubled. 

There is a minimum charge 
of $30.00 for usage up to 
16,000 gallons for each six­
month period. 

The rate for usage outside 
the Turners Falls Fire Disu·ict 
shall remain the same. 
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State Must Help Solve Budget Crisis 
BY JEFF SINGLETON 
MONTAGUE - I believe it is 
time for the school district, the 
member towns and state educa­
tion officials to negotiate a budg­
et that is fiscally viable and meets 
core educational needs. This 
budget cannot lead to cuts in core 
programs, producing more 
emollment losses and a down­
ward spiral for the school district. 
At the same time, the budget can­
not continue the policy of unaf­
fordable assessments to the 
towns. It cannot rely on rese1ves 
and one-time revenues. This will 
only create another budget crisis 
next spring. 

Most importantly, budgeta1y 
discussions must make real 
progress toward a long-tenn plan 
for fiscal stability for the school 
district and the towns. The ongo­
ing stmctural budget crisis under­
mines education and causes deep 
divisions in our communities. 

Town officials made these 
arguments over and over again at 
the recent district meeting on 
September 17th. The school dis-

trict budget proposed at that 
meeting was simply not viable. It 
relied on $450,000 in GMRSD 
rese1ves and one-time revenues. 
It required Montague to use 
$300,000 in rese1ves. Gill's 
assessment would have been 
twice its growth revenues, requir­
ing a ve1y large ovenide. It 
would have produced a major 
budget crisis next year. The pro­
posal contained no coherent plan 
for the future. 

No one acted in bad faith or 
"moved the goal posts," as was 
suggested at the meeting. The 
towns and school district never 
agreed on a percentage increase 
in the assessment or budget; 
town officials always opposed 
the heavy use of rese1ves. Over 
four months ago, the Montague 
selectboard and finance commit­
tee voted an assessment that was 
in fact lower than the one pro­
posed at the district meeting. 

The district meeting under­
stood these arguments and over­
whelmingly voted the school 
budget down (195-44). Many 

WORD ON THE AVE 

voters who traditionally support 
school district budgets said, 
"Enough is enough." These 
included parents with children in 
the district. They clearly were 
also uncomfo1table with large 
cuts in the school budget, also 
sotmdly rejecting a proposal that 
would have produced ve1y large 
reductions. Although there was 
no consensus on an altemative 
budget, these votes are, in fact, a 
coherent 'message.' 

It is time to show leadership 
and work out a solution for the 
sho1t and long tenn. There is no 
way this can happen without 
state involvement. The state is 
responsible for over 40% of 

school revenues. The level of threat or a challenge. It reflects a 
state aid is a major reason for the plain and simple necessity. We 
district's cunent fiscal problems. understand the serious fiscal con­
Key parts of the school district straints at the state level. We have 
budget are the result of state pol- the same fiscal constraints at the 
icy (special education, school local level. Now let us sit down 
choice, chatter schools). The and solve this problem. 
state has declared the district 
"underperfonning" and is moni­
toring its progress. 

Calling for state involvement 
and a long-te1m plan is not a 

Jeff Singleton, Precinct 1 town 
meeting member, Montague 
finance committee, parent of 
child in the school district. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Erving May Assist Land Purchase Near French King Bridge 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - On 
September 15th, David Brule, 
the chair of the Erving 
conservation commission, 
along with Franklin Land Tmst 
director Rich Hubbard and Jen 
Soper, land protection 
specialist for the Department of 
Conse1vation and Recreation, 
met with the selectboard to 
seek help in the state's intended 
purchase of 21.3 acres of 
conservation land along 
Dorsey Road, now owned by 
an estate for the Carroll family 

DCR hopes to permanently 
conserve the land for 
recreational uses. Soper said 
the state would provide the 
lion's share of the purchase 
price, the total amount of 
which has not been made 
public. But in order to meet the 
Carroll family's price, the town 
is being asked to come up with 
the final $45,000 for the 
purchase. 

"What DCR is willing to 
offer is a little bit sho1t of what 
the family wants, so we went to 
the selectboard to see if they 
would be willing to fund the 
difference," said Brule. 
Although they put off formal 
action, "The board seemed 
generally supportive," of the 
project, added Brule, who 

plans to walk the prope1ty soon 
with the newest member of the 
selectboard, Andrew Goodwin. 

"It's prime property along 
the mouth of the Millers River, 
overlooking a beaver pond and 
a marsh" said Bnde. "I'm 
looking to help create a green 
corridor from the mouth of the 
river up to Millers Falls." 

Soper said, "The 
Department of Conse1vation 
and Recreation owns a lot of 
property near the French King 
Bridge, and this purchase 
would help us keep that view 
and keep the integrity of a 
connected corridor along the 
river. Our main priority is the 
preservation of natural 
resources, and this really fits." 
Soper said the land, at the 
confluence of the Millers and 
the Connecticut is "highly 
sensitive" in te1ms of Native 
American archeological 
resources, as well. 

Bnde said the Carroll family 
house, which dates from the 
same era as the historic Cabot 
Camp on the opposite side of 
the bike and pedestrian bridge 
to East Mineral Road, is 
located on additional acreage at 
the end of the paved section of 
Dorsey Road that would not be 
included in the sale. A Candi 

family member may wish to 
rehabilitate the house and live 
there, and possibly develop 
nearby lots, Bmle said. 

In other news from the 
September 15th meeting, the 
board met with the finance 
committee to review a long 
range financial plan prepared 
by selectboard chair Andy 
Tessier, forecasting future 
capital improvement needs for 
the town and the school, 
including a schedule for 
funding future retiree benefits. 

At the same meeting, the 
finance committee voted to 
recommend all eight warrant 
articles for the upcoming 
special town meeting, 
September 29th at 7:30 pm. at 
town hall. 

An additional $3,000 for a 
part time library director's 
salary is on that warrant, since 
the previously advertised 
salary of $12,000 failed to 
attract qualified candidates. 
The town meeting will also 
vote on whether to expend 
$150,000 from the sewer 
depa1tment's retained earnings 
to inspect and repair leaks in 
sewer lines. 

The board also finalized the 
pape1work to apply to the state 
revolving loan fund for 

borrowing for the wastewater 
treatment plant upgrade in 
Eivingside, expected to cost 
more than $5 million. 

The board appointed 
Mitchell Laclaire Jr., the son 
of the cunent fire chief, as an 
Eiving firefighter. The younger 
Laclaire has been a junior 
firefighter with the Erving 
department, but is now old 
enough to join the force. 

The board signed a business 
license for Catamount Auction 
Company, of Church Street in 
Shelburne Falls, to conduct 
auctions at the French King 
Bowling Center. 

On September 8th, the board 
met with a committee of 
seniors who are working on 
plans to develop a new senior 
center and a new senior 
housing complex on town 
owned land near the Eiving 
Elementa1y School. Concern 
was expressed that if senior 
housing is developed that it be 
reserved exclusively for senior 
citizens. 

As for the senior center, 
town meeting approved funds 
for a feasibility study last year, 
and a prelimina1y design was 
prepared by architect John 
Catlin, of Quincy. Now, with 
$162,839 in Community 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Development Block Grant 
funding, Catlin is developing 
bid ready plans for the project. 
The senior center committee 
will meet with Catlin on 
September 25th to go over 
those plans. 

State grants may be 
available to help the town pay 
$700,000 of the $2.3 Inillion 
project, said town 
administrative coordinator Tom 
Sharp. 

Both projects will require 
final approval from town 
meeting. 

Cable Contract Signed 
Cable committee chair 

George Bohrer and Comcast 
attorney Steve FitzGibbons 
announced the town had 
reached an agreement for a 
renewal of the 10-year contract 
for Erving's cable access 
service. The new contract will 
provide cable access for the 
village of Farley, and a live 
drop at the Erving Elementary 
School. The board approved, 
the deal and the contract was 
signed. 

The board also appointed 
Leo Parent, Dan Hammock, 
and Art Kaczenski to the 
veterans memorial committee. 

Auction Pulls in $156,000 for Wendell 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
On September 17th, the 
Wendell selectboard dealt with 
only a few agenda items before 
going into early executive 
session to discuss the auction 
of town prope1ties that took 
place at the town hall on 
Saturday, September 20th. 
Fourteen properties were 
offered, four of which have 
enough land and frontage to be 
building lots by right, 
assuming they have water and 
are dry enough for a septic 
system. The auction pulled in 
$156,000 for the town. 

On the 17th, town 
coordinator Nancy Aldrich 
reported that the electrician 
she contacted about replacing 
the electrical panels on the 
town common was too booked 
up to take on an additional 
project now. He was not aware 
of any prefabricated metal or 
weatherproof composite box, 

but he thought a properly built 
wooden one would last a long 
time, and he said an 
electrician's work would not 
be necessary because no 
rewiring would be involved. 

Selectboard chair Ted Lewis 
still preferred the idea of using 
a material that does not rot, 
and suggested talking with 
town custodian Larry 
Ramsdell, or Tom Chaisson 
who has done several 
carpentry jobs for the town. 
Aldrich said the bidding 
processwould not be required, 
because the work does not 
involve four walls and a roof. 

The Swift River School 
adininistration wants to take 
part in the energy audit offered 
by the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments and 
Siemens Building Technology, 
and sent a letter to the 
selectboard to see if the board 
had any objections. The board 

did not have any. 
On October 2nd, the Central 

Franklin County Veterans 
Affairs Office is holding a 
meeting to honor Arnold and 
Benny "take a break" Rubin 
for ten years of renting them an 
office at $141 a month 
including utilities, and invited 
board members to attend. 
Lewis said he would go. 

Aldrich read a list of 
accounts that town accountant 
Janet Swem feels should be 
carried over to the next fiscal 
year, including the special 
projects account, the account 
for cleanup of town properties, 
the town hall stage repair 
account, the insurance reserve 
account (which the town is 
building up so the town can 
afford to increase the 
deductible amount on its 
insurance and save on the 
premium), and the Mahar 
deferred sala1y account. 

The circulator pump for the 
town office heating system is 
turning on whether it is needed 
or not. Keller said it is time for 
Johnson Controls to come and 
work on the system's computer 
control. In other town office 
news, town custodian Larry 
Ramsdell said he is willing to 
tiy repairing bubbles in the 
flooring, and said there are 
places in the copy room where 
he can start. When the meeting 
began he was repairing the 
lock on the back door. 

Board members signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
with the Franklin County Solid 
Waste District that would have 
the district, rather than the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, conduct annual 
inspections of the Wendell 
Recycling and Transfer Station 
(WRATS). 

Keller said that the town got 
two bids for repair of the new 

senior center (the former 
library building) slate roof. 
Keller declined to vote on the 
matter, since he is friends with 
one of the contractors, but 
Lewis and Christine Heard 
accepted a bid of $300 from 
Mark Fuller of Belchertown. 

Keller said Paul Richmond 
had spoken with him about the 
expectations of the Full Moon 
Coffeehouse Committee to 
install a conduit under the town 
hall floor that would cany the 
wires that the coffeehouse uses. 
Coffeehouse volunteers have 
offered to put the conduit in 
place and run the wire, and 
Keller thought the wire would 
cany low voltage. But Lewis 
was concerned about liability 
with any electrical work. He 
suggested contacting the 
building inspector to see if a 
licensed electi·ician is required 
for the work. 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS - Building
inspector David Jensen gave an
update to the selectboard on
Monday, September 22nd, on
the progress of the town’s case
against Gary Kosuda, of Fort
Lauderdale, owner of the
derelict Railroad Salvage
building in the Patch. Judge
Dina Fein, of the Massachusetts
Housing Court, found Kosuda
in contempt of court on Friday,
September 12th, for failing to
follow the court’s earlier
injunctions to stabilize and
secure the building and ordered
him not to leave the state until
he returned to court on Friday,
September 19th. 

On the 19th, Kosuda showed
up in court with a structural
engineer, Jensen said, and
reported to the judge about the
discussions he had held with a
demolition contractor and an
abatement contractor about
removing asbestos from the
accessible areas of the property.

“He has concluded that
demolishing the four story
section of the building was the
preferred alternative at the
moment,” said Jensen. That part
of the building - the major
section - has been steadily
collapsing in the direction of
Power Street since May 27th of
2006, forcing the town to block
off that road, one of only two
access routes to the densely
populated neighborhood known
as the South End, or simply, the
Patch.

More than 50 residents of the
Patch signed a petition calling
on the town to take action to
reopen Power Street earlier this
summer, and left a selectboard
meeting in July with
spokesperson Nancy Aubrey
angrily denouncing the board
for giving the neighborhood,
“No satisfaction.”

On the 19th, according to
Jensen, Judge Fein allowed
Kosuda two more weeks to
produce an environmental
assessment of the work that
would be required to clean up,
stabilize parts of the building, or
demolish other parts of the
structure, which was built in the
19th century as the Griswold
Cotton Mill. The town asked to
have a receiver appointed to
administer the project at
Kosuda’s expense, but Jensen
said, “The judge was wary of
placing another level of
bureaucracy on the situation.
Mr. Kosuda’s behavior is now
under the direction of the
court.” He said Fein assured the
town, “We’re not going to drop
the ball.”

Kosuda was allowed to leave
the state, before his next
scheduled court appearance in
two weeks. Jensen said the town
is seeking to have Kosuda’s
name attached to the lawsuit,
rather than naming only his
limited liability holding
company, Kosudaville LLC.

Jensen said the court was
aware that the onset of winter
would complicate cleanup
operations at the building,
which lacks a roof in most
areas. “The judge took note that
timeliness is important,” he

said.  “We’re down to
assembling numbers and a time
schedule.”

Strathmore Report
Moving right along the

power canal, the board heard a
presentation from Eric
Benardin, an engineer from
Fuss and O’Neil, of West
Springfield, and Mark Sternick,
architect, from Dietz Architects
of Florence, discussing access,
utility and structural issues
relating to redevelopment of the
Strathmore Mill. The report was
prepared using $80,000 the
town received from a
competitive state grant under
the auspices of the Chapter 43-
D special permitting law,
offering technical assistance for
the redevelopment of priority
sites coupled with 120 day
permitting. Montague is
preparing for permitting the
eventual redevopment of the
Strathmore with an additional
$20,000 from the same grant,
according to town planner Dan
Laroche.

In contrast to the Strathmore
study produced by Finegold
Alexander and Associates for
the town of Montague in 2005,
when the town was considering
buying the property for
$300,000, Fuss and O’Neil’s
approach was characterized by
an examination of the
engineering issues, rather than
the market feasibility of
redeveloping the mill. The 2005
proposal sank under the weight
of a $14 million rehab estimate
for the entire complex, $12
million more than the level of
debt financing the consultants
said the project would be able to
support in rents. Fuss and
O’Neil’s report did not take
issue with the cost estimates
employed in the earlier report,
roughly agreeing with Finegold
Alexander that the project could
support approximately
$2,170,500 of debt for
construction.

Of the cost estimates the new
report did provide, the main
emphasis was on repair or
replacement of the existing
pedestrian access bridge, which
is structurally unsound. To
correct the structural
deficiencies and raise the
footbridge to the level where it
would no longer need stairs at
either end, thus meeting ADA
code, would cost $619,000 to
$711,000, Fuss and O’Neil said.
Repairing the existing bridge
would be the moderately less
expensive approach, although
this would require the addition
of a 60-foot truss support span
at the Canal Street end of the
structure. Replacing the entire
structure with a 210-foot
prefabricated steel truss span
would cost only about $100,000
more, the consultants said. Both
alternatives would include a
roof for the price estimated.

Fuss and O’Neil also
examined the possibility of
expanding parking for the
Strathmore, both on the Canal
Street side of the canal and on
the roughly two acre mill site
itself. With the demolition of an
attached structure on the west
side of Building #1 (now

standing alone, since the fire of
2007 that destroyed Building
#10) additional space for onsite
parking could be developed,
with up to 29 spaces available
on either side of that building.

Additionally, looking at the
parking lots that are potential
available within 300 feet of the
pedestrian bridge, including at
the former Dubois Garage lot,
the consultants estimated it
would be possible to create up
to 234 parking spaces, although
the use of part of the Great Falls
Discovery Center lot would
have to be negotiated.

As for utilities, the report
concluded that new sewer,
potable water, and electric lines
should be hung off the
pedestrian bridge. As for
structural issues, the consultants
conducted visual inspections of
the mill buildings, and
determined that the fire damage
to Buildings #1 and #10 was not
extensive, and could be
addressed primarily by
replacing the former elevator
shaft in Building #1, where a
new roof and roof support
timbers have already been
installed. Additionally, a new
elevator and staircase should be
built at the point where the new
footbridge joins the mill
complex, where Building #4
and Building #1 meet. From
here, access to all the other
contiguous buildings in the
complex would be available.
Extensive repointing and some
repair of the existing masonry
will be required, particularly in
the area of the existing stairwell
in Building 4 and the roof of
Building #1, but much of the
repointing work can be spread
out over time.

The consultants believed the
stand along building near
Southworth, Building #11
would be ideally suited for artist
live work space, with up to 20
units, including some lofts, if
new staircases were installed at
both ends of that building and
some of the floors with low
beam heights were altered.

The consultants suggested
light industry in Building #1,
left largely in as-is condition for
the first phase of
redevelopment, until rents or
availability of capital allowed
for further phases of renovation
to the rest of the 244,482 square
foot complex. 

Additionally, Benardin and
Sternick noted “several smaller
buildings in disrepair,” at the
east end of the complex. “We
recommend they be removed,”
Sternick said.

Town planner Dan Laroche
said the new report emphasized
repair or replacement of the
existing footbridge because,
“That’s something the public
sector is going to have to make
work.” 

Selectboard chair Allen Ross
said repair of the footbridge,
currently owned by First Light
Power, “is in the negotiation
phase,” with the utility
company, which has a deeded
responsibility to provide access
to the mill site.

Ross called the Strathmore
Mill “absolutely key to the

economic future of this town, in
so many ways.”

The Strathmore is currently
owned by John Anctil, who has
hoped to interest investors in his
plans to renovate it and
establish a state of the are film
and video production facility
and school, in a primarily
pedestrian and bicycle accessed
campus, at the site. 

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio said Anctil will be
required to pay half the back
property taxes that are still due
at the site, a figure in excess of
$93,000, on January 1st of
2009.

Laroche said, “If Swift River
Group [Anctil’s company] isn’t
able to move forward with the
Strathmore, we have something
to provide a developer if the
town decides to move ahead and
market the site to a developer.
The information [in the
consultant’s report] will make it
more feasible for a developer,”
to consider acquiring the site.
He also noted that it would cost
between $500,000 and
$600,000 to remove and dispose
of the rubble from the arson fire
of May 26th, 2007, since the
debris was contaminated with
asbestos.

Heritage Landscapes
In other news, Laroche

received the board’s support for
a grant application he will
submit this week to the
Department of Conservation
and Recreation to provide
technical assistance to the town
in developing an inventory of
‘heritage landscapes,’ which
could be either rural or urban in
nature. These vistas should have
cultural and historic
significance for the community.

LaRoche said a proposal
from Native American tribes to
have the town of Montague
partner with them to make
Montague a destination for
‘preservation tourism’ would be
“a wonderful fit” for the
heritage landscape program. He
encouraged Native American
groups to add their list of
heritage landscapes to the
town’s inventory, if Montague
received the competitive grant.

Selectboard chair Allen Ross
is meeting with the United
Southern and Eastern Tribes at
their conference in Nashville,
TN this weekend to discuss the
preservation tourism idea.

Pastor Sohyung Ryu and
Chong Collete, from the
Greatness Life Korean Church
in Millers Falls asked for and
received a letter from the
selectboard in support of Ryu’s
efforts to clear up his
immigration status with the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service. The INS has disputed
with the four year old church,
which has fifteen members,
whether the church is able to
support Ryu as a full time
minister. Collete said she was
willing to support Ryu
personally, if the church could
not. The selectboard sent a letter
saying they were aware of the
church’s activities in Millers
Falls, and the documentation
Collete had mustered to support
Ryu’s petition for legal resident

status.
Shea Sprinklers
Abbondanzio said the town

had been recently informed,
following an inspection of the
Shea Theater, that the sprinkler
heads in the fire suppression
system had been rendered non-
functional long ago when the
theater was painted. The
sprinkler heads also received a
coat of paint, making them
inoperable. The town will use
$5100 in program income
money to replace the 51
sprinkler heads, and the work
will be done as soon as possible.
The fire chief was advised of the
problem.

The board granted
permission for Travis LeDoyt
and the Lin Preston Band to
play on the L Street side of Patty
Cake Patty Cake on Sunday,
October 5th from noon to 2:00
p.m. in conjunction with the
Arts and Leaves Studio Walking
Tour. The performance will be
amplified, and LeDoyt will let
the neighbors know in advance
of the concert.

The board granted
permission to the Peaceful Palm
yoga studio to place a sandwich
board directional sign at the
corner of Avenue A and 3rd
Street for a two week trial
period. Ross spoke of his
concern that a rejuvenating
business district could become
cluttered with such signs on
Avenue A, and may require a
tighter policy in time to come.
Building inspector Jensen said
the particular location of this
sign could be problematic for
handicapped access to the
sidewalk, with the onset of
winter approaching.
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Railroad Salvage Owner Given Two Week Reprieve 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Building 
inspector David Jensen gave an 
update to the selectboard on 
Monday, September 22nd, on the 
progress of the town's case 
against Ga1y Kosuda, of Fort 
Lauderdale, owner of the derelict 
Raih·oad Salvage building in the 
Patch. Judge Dina Fein, of the 
Massachusetts Housing Court, 
found Kosuda in contempt of 
cowt on Friday, September 12th, 
for failing to follow the cmut's 
earlier injunctions to stabilize 
and secure the building, and 
ordered him not to leave the state 
until he retwned to cowt on 
Friday, September 19th. 

On the 19th, Kosuda showed 
up in cowt with a structural 
engineer, Jensen said, and 
reported to the judge about the 
discussions he had held with a 
demolition contractor and an 
abatement contractor about 
removing asbestos from the 
accessible areas of the collapsing 
building. 

"He has concluded that 
demolishing the four story 
section of the building was the 
prefened alternative at the 
moment," said Jensen. That part 
of the building - the major 
section - has been steadily 
tumbling down in the direction of 
Power Street since May 27th of 
2006, forcing the town to block 
off that road, one of only two 
access routes to the densely 
populated neighborhood known 
as the South End, or the Patch. 

More than 50 residents of the 
Patch signed a petition calling on 
the town to take action to reopen 
Power Street earlier this summer, 
and left a selectboard meeting in 
July with spokesperson Nancy 
Aubrey angrily denouncing the 
board for giving the 
neighborhood, "No satisfaction." 

On the 19th, according to 
Jensen, Judge Fein allowed 
Kosuda two more weeks to 
produce an environmental 
assessment of the work that 
would be required to clean up, 
stabilize pa1ts of the building, or 
demolish the main struchrre, 
which was built in the 19th 
centtrry as the Griswold Cotton 

"We're not 
going to drop 

the ball." 
-Judge Dina Fein 

Massachusetts 
Housing Court 

Mill. 
The town asked to have a 

receiver appointed to administer 
the project at Kosuda's expense, 
but Jensen said, 'The judge was 
wary of placing another level of 
bureaucracy on the situation. Mr. 
Kosuda's behavior is now under 
the direction of the cowt." He 
said Fein assured the town, 
"We're not going to drop the 
ball." 

Kosuda was allowed to leave 
the state, before his next 
scheduled cowt appearance in 
two weeks. Jensen said the town 
is seeking to have Kosuda's 
name attached to the lawsuit, 
rather than naming only his 
limited liability holding 
company, Kosudaville LLC. 

Jensen said the comt was 
aware that the onset of winter 
would complicate cleanup 
operations at the building; the 
roof has for the most pa1t caved 
in. "The judge took note that 
timeliness is impo1tant. We're 
down to assembling nmnbers and 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Burglaries, Breaking & Entering 
Tuesday, 9/16 
11:46 a.m. Report of possible suicide 
attempt at an Avenue A address, 
Turners Falls. Subject removed to 
hospital. 
2:52 p.m. Report of a fight at an 
Avenue A address, Turners Falls. Caller 
advised of options. 
3:50 p.m. Report of motor vehicle theft 
at a Thirteenth Street address, Turners 
Falls. 
4:20 p.m. Report of illegal dumping at 
a Migratory Way address, Turners 
Falls. Advised to contact police if 

repeated. 
Wednesday, 9/17 
11 :23 a.m. Burglar alarm sounding at a 
Prospect Street addres, Millers Falls. 
Investigated. 
6:06 p.m. Report of burglary/ breaking 
and entering at a Bulkley Street 
address, Turners Falls. Investigated. 
6:59 p.m. Report of illegal dumping 
and breaking and entering at an East 
Main Street address, Millers Falls. 
Thursday, 9/18 
9:05 a.m. Report of vandalism at 
Williams Garage, Second Street, 

a time schedule," Jensen said. 

Strathmore Report 
Moving along the power 

canal, the board heard a 
presentation from Eric Benardin, 
an engineer from Fuss and 
O'Neil, of West Springfield, and 
Mark Stemick, architect, from 
Dietz Architects of Florence, 
discussing access, utility and 
struchrral issues relating to 
redevelopment of the Strathmore 
Mill. The repo1t was prepared 
using $80,000 the town received 
from a competitive state grant 
under the auspices of the Chapter 
43-D special pennitting law, 
which offers technical assistance 
to municipalities for the 
redevelopment of priority sites 
coupled with 120 day pemlitting. 
Montague is preparing 
pemlitting for the evenhlal 
redevopment of the Strathmore 
with an additional $20,000 from 
the same grant, according to 
town planner Dan Laroche. 

In contrast to the Strathmore 
stt1dy produced by Finegold 
Alexander and Associates for the 
town of Montague in 2005, when 
the town was considering buying 
the prope1ty for $300,000, Fuss 
and O'Neil's approach was 
characterized by an examination 
of the engineering issues, rather 
than the market feasibility of 
redeveloping the mill. The 2005 
proposal sank tmder the weight 
of a $14 million rehab estimate 
for the entire complex, $12 
million more than the level of 
debt financing Finegold 
Alexander said the project would 
be able to support in rents. 

Fuss and O'Neil's repo1t did 
not take issue with the cost 
estimates employed in the earlier 
report, roughly agreeing with 
Finegold Alexander that the 
project could support 

Turners Falls. Investigated. 
5:20 p.m. Report of domestic 
disturbance at a Fourth Street address. 
Arrested junenile, age 14. Charged 
with assault and battery, domestic, 
intimidation of a witness and making a 
threat to commit a crime. 
Friday, 9/19 
1 :46 p.m. Report of trespassing at the 
old Railroad Salvage building, Turners 
Falls. 
10:28 p.m. Report of burglary / 
breaking and entering at a Newton 
Lane address, Montague. Investigated. 
Saturday, 9/20 
8:09 Report of vandalism at a South 
Prospect Street address, Millers Falls. 
1 :18 p.m. Report of burglary/ breaking 

approximately $2,170,500 of 
debt for construction. 

Of the cost estimates the new 
repo1t did provide, the main 
emphasis was on repair or 
replacement of the existing 
pedestrian access bridge, which 
is struchrrally unsound. To 
conect the stmcttrral deficiencies 
and raise the footbridge to the 
level where it would no longer 
require stairs at either end, thus 
meeting ADA code, would cost 
$619,000 to $711,000, Fuss and 
O'Neil said. Repairing the 
existing bridge would be slightly 
less expensive, although this 
method would require the 
addition of a 60-foot tmss 
support span at the Canal Street 
end of the stmcture. Replacing 
the entire stmcttu·e with a 210-
foot prefabricated steel tmss span 
would cost about $100,000 more. 
Both alternatives would include a 
roof for the price estimated. 

Fuss and O'Neil also 
examined the possibility of 
expanding parking for the 
Strathmore, both on the Canal 
Street side of the footbridge and 
on the roughly two acre Inill site 
itself. With the demolition of an 
attached structtu·e on the west 
side of Building #1 (now 
standing alone, since the 2007 
fire that destroyed Building #10) 
additional space for onsite 
parking could be developed, with 
up to 29 spaces available on 
either side of that building. 

Additionally, looking at the 
parking lots potentially available 
within 300 feet of the pedestrian 
bridge, including at the fo1mer 
Dubois Garage lot, the 
consultants estimated it would be 
possible to create up to 234 
parking spaces for the 
Strathmore, although the use of 
part of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center lot would have to be 

negotiated. 
As for utilities, the report 

concluded that new sewer, 
potable water, and electric lines 
should be hung off the pedestrian 
bridge. 

As for stmcttu·al issues, the 
consultants conducted visual 
inspections of the mill buildings, 
and dete1mined that the frre 
damage to Buildings #1 and #10 
was not extensive, and could be 
addressed primarily by replacing 
the fo1mer elevator shaft in 
Building #1, where a new roof 
and roof suppo1t timbers have 
afready been installed. 
Additionally, a new elevator and 
staircase should be built at the 
point where the new footbridge 
would join the Inill complex, 
where Btlilding #4 and Building 
#1 meet, giving ready access to 
all other contiguous buildings in 
the complex. 

Extensive repointing and 
some repair of existing masomy 
will be required, particularly in 
the area of the present stairwell in 
Building 4, and beneath the roof 
of Building #1. But much of the 
repointing work can be spread 
out over time. 

The consultants believed the 
stand alone building near 
Southworth, Building # 11, would 
be ideally suited for up to 20 
units of artist live work space, 
including some lofts, if new 
staircases were installed at both 
ends of that building and some of 
the floors with low beam heights 
were altered. 

The consultants suggested 
light industry in Btlilding #1, left 
largely in as-is condition for the 
first phase of redevelopment, 
until rents or availability of 
capital allowed for ftrrther phases 
of renovation to the rest of the 
244,482 square foot complex. 

see MONTAGUE pg 9 

and entering at Rite Aid, Avenue A, disturbance at a Second Street 
Turners Falls. Arrested address, Turners Falls. Investigated. 

Charged with breaking 
and entering into a vehicle in the 
daytime and possession of class A 
drug. 
1 :20 p.m. Burglar alarm sounding at 
Rod & Gun Club, Deep Hole Drive, 
Turners Falls. Referred to an officer. 
3:56 p.m. Report of possible suicide at 
an Avenue A address. Subject removed 
to hospital. 
Sunday, 9/21 
1 :23 p.m. Burglar alarm soundng at a 
Turners Falls Road address, 
Montague. Services rendered. 
7:32 p.m. Report of a domestic 

Monday, 9/22 
12:31 a.m. Report of loud noise 
disturbance in the area of Avenue A 
and Fourth Street, Turners Falls. 

Charged 
with assault and battery, domestic. 
7:58 a.m. Report of vandalism at 
Franklin County Technical School, 82 
Industrial Boulevard, Turners Falls. 
9:42 a.m. Burglar alarm sounding at a 
Turners Falls Road address, 
Montague. Services rendered. 
5 50 p.m. Report of domestic 
disturbance at a Fourth Street address. 
Services rendered. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 
'4llll£Utce 

25 MiLiers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MA 0 13 7 6 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/ 413-863-3 780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Good Dirt F otter_y 
Studio 

C!aiy o~ Good Dort 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1,-,61-or,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 



8 

BARN from pg 1 
years, they lived up on Bear 
Mountain, in a stone house 
Jonathan built with the help of a 
local timber framing party made 
up of friends and neighbors. They 
had to walk in to that house in 
winter months, and drew water 
from a well by hand, before 
installing a hand pump at the 
sink. They lived without 
electricity then, although the 
cm1·ent owners, Pam Richardson 
and Peter Gallant have since 
installed a photovoltaic panel on 
the house. 

"We fom1d it was a pretty 
peaceful, deep woods situation," 
von Ranson recalled. "It was a 
ve1y satisfying and seemingly 
elegant way to live. Simple, with 
no feeling of deprivation. A 
feeling on the other hand of great 
privilege in living in such a 
beautiful spot and being able to 
put together a good life with om 
own hands, mostly, with a jeep 
and a chainsaw. The house was 
built entirely with hand tools." 

men were among the cooks. It 
was amazing and beautiful to see 
how skillfully they all were 
working together," von Ranson 
said. 

"I had developed a whole 
plan, so I knew what I wanted to 
do, and I yelled out instructions," 
he added. "People came up 
dming the day and told me, 
'What a nice, quiet leadership 
you exercise.' But that's just 
because I have a soft voice." 

One person who volm1teered 
on the barn raising was Josh 
Heinemann. He commented, 
"l11e work was almost complete 
at sundown. About a dozen 
people retm11ed Monday after 
work, and then a half dozen came 
Tuesday and got everytlling in 
place. Someone commented tliat 
if the crew had been Amish the 
barn would have been roofed and 
sided by eve11ing, but the crew 
was not Amish, and a good deal 
of thinking had to be done in 
place." 

After the final post was 
seated, the final beam pulled into 
place, tl1e crew celebrated with 
ice cream. 
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day to help us out. At least 20 
people were there for virtually 
the whole day on Saturday, and 
some have come on succeeding 
days. I think it has to do with 
doing something challenging 
together. They know it's real and 
useful." 

Saturday, 
Sept. 27th 
12 to 5 p.m. 

Admission: $20 
$18 in advance 

Deja Brew 
Cafe & Pub 

57A Locks Village Rd., 
Wendell 

Taste 15+ brands of beer, 
wine and mead, most from 

microbrewers in the 
Quabbin/Pioneer 

Valley region 

Now in the bustling center of 
Wendell, on the day of the barn 
raising, neighbors brought food 
and hand tools and their own 
energy and enthusiasm. ''Women 
were in the framing crew and 

Von Ranson said, "It's kind of 
mysterious why so many people 
were willing to give up a whole Barbara Caruso pulls it all together at the Wendell Barn Raising Food & Snacks • Raffles 

(781) 438-8489 
(508) 633-2552 

Antique 
Clocks 

Bought & Sold 

~ 
BOBPACY 

of us think it's 
important to make 
clear family rules about 
teen drinking. 
From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School parents. 

Presented by the New 
Salem General Store, the 
Wendell Country Store 

Portion of proceeds to benefit 
New Salem 

& Wendell Meetinghouses. 

WEDIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• Washed Stone 
• Title V Sand & Gravel 
• Pmcessed Gravels 
• Red Rock Stone 

• 50# bags or bulk 
• Brick Red Bark Mulch 
•Mason Sand 
•TRG 
• Loam, screened/unscreened 

(413) 174-1285 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
♦ files accepted via email 

~~or Painting& Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 

22 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-lhe-miaute technology • old-fashioned personal service 
NAWCCNo.0101315 

WILL TRAVEL S'.l'ONEHAM, MA 02180 70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 180 Main Srreer_, GreenPeld • 413-774-3500 • 9reenPeld@copycarprinrshop.com 

~ .. •BIJ.- - __ B_o_B_AN_D_,E._R_so_N_ J.J~ Saks Rip,m,,flllillt 

(413) 773-3678 
FAX (413) 774-5746 U.3 Avenue A· Tumers Fall~ MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

~YORK 413-863-2295 )MaM<. 
.,. •""'• '° ,-... ~-- Ccutr,.,J. Air - . ..\n.)'wbere 

HOURS: LUNCH TUES - ml, 11 :30 - 2:30 • DINNER TUES -
SAT, 5 - 9 • SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER 5 • 8 

We serve homegrown, farm-inspired food 
and drink. Presented simply, using the 

best ingredients from our neighborhood. 

PHONE 413 774 3150 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
WWW.HOPEANDOLIVE.COM 
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Additionally, Benardin and 
Stemick noted "several smaller 
buildings in disrepair," at the 
east end of the complex. "We 
recommend they be removed," 
Stemick said. 

First Light Power, "is in the 
negotiation phase," with the 
utility company, which has a 
deeded responsibility to 
provide access to the mill site. 

Ross called the Strathmore 
Mill "absolutely key to the 
economic future of this town, 
in so many ways." 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said Anctil will 
be required to pay half the back 
prope1ty taxes that are still due 
at the site, a figure in excess of 
$93,000, on January 1st of 
2009. 

consider acquiring the site. He 
also noted that it would cost 
between $500,000 and 
$600,000 to remove and 
dispose of the mbble from the 
arson fire of May 26th, 2007, 
since the debris was 
contaminated with asbestos. 

'heritage landscapes,' which 
could be either mral or urban in 
nature. These vistas should 
have cultural and historic 
significance for the 
community. 

Town planner Dan Laroche 
said the new repo1t emphasized 
repair or replacement of the 
existing footbridge because, 
"That's something the public 
sector is going to have to make 
work." 

Selectboard chair Allen 
Ross said repair of the 
footbridge, cmTently owned by 

The Strathmore is currently 
owned by John Anctil, who has 
hoped to interest investors in 
his plans to renovate it and 
establish a state of the are film 
and video production facility 
and school, in a primarily 
pedestrian and bicycle accessed 
campus, at the site. 

Laroche said, "If Swift 
River Group [Anctil's 
company] isn't able to move 
forward with the Strathmore, 
we have something to provide a 
developer if the town decides 
to move ahead and market the 
site to a developer. The 
information [in the consultant's 
repo1t] will make it more 
feasible for a developer," to 

Heritage Landscapes 
In other news, Laroche 

received the board's suppo1t for 
a grant application he will 
submit this week to the 
Depa1tment of Conservation 
and Recreation to provide 
technical assistance to the town 
in developing an inventory of 

LaRoche said a proposal 
from Native American tribes to 
have the town of Montague 
partner with them to make 
Montague a destination for 
'prese1vation tourism' would 
be "a wonde1ful fit" for the 
heritage landscape program. 
He encouraged Native 
American groups to add their 
heritage landscapes to the town's 
see MONTAGUE pg 12 
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ART.f & BLOOM.f 

• Pwlllie Art 
lnstalfatioi,-s 

13 
15 l4 -<:: 

Participants: 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

TURNERf FALU OPEN JTUDIO 
& DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

OCT. 4TH & 5 
STARTING AT 

6. Rendezvous 

TH 2008 
10 AM 

FOR INFORMATION CALL EILEEN (413) 863-9499 OR KAREN (413) 863-9576 7. Great Lighting 
1. Great Falls Discovery Center 

2. Deerfield Valley Art Association Gallery 
also at this location: 
Chris Sawyer-Laucanno 
JanMcClish 
Vern McClish 
Jaye Pope 
Joe Landry 

3.Hallmark 

---

Joe Lundi) 

8. The Peaceful Palm Studio 
also"' this location: 
Andrea Mizula-Jones 

Jac.k Nelson 

9. The Brick House House Silent Art 
Auction 

10. Peterman's Baskets And Bowls 
also al this location: 

Hotsapp Wordworks 

11. Jack Nelson 
Museum Galleries 52 & 65 @ Carriage House Designs 

4. 2ND Street Banking Co. 12.Patty Cake Patty Cake 

alw1 at this location: 13. Pancake Breakfast 
Maple Street Glassworks Montague Business Association 

Paul Caponigro 5. Hallmark Museum Gallery 85 
Hallmark Gallery 51 & 65 

Lois Greenfield 
Hallmark Gallery 85 

Supporting Contributors: A.H. Rist Insurance Agency Inc., Turners Falls; Australis Barramundi, Turners Falls; Greenfield Savings Bank, Turners Falls; Jake's 
Tavern, Turners Falls; Jay K's Liquors, Turners Falls; Lightlife Foods, Turners Falls; Songline Emu Farm, Gill; Shintaigo Farm, Deerfield; Style Inn Hair Salon, 

Turners Falls; Wagon Wheel Restaurant, Gill. Also supported by: Turners Falls RiverCulture and the Massachusetts Cultural Council 

tlCENSED, INSUREO- _ 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

"" 

(978) 544-5366 
(888) 807-4182 

www.zerotole1·a11cepestco11tl'Ol.com 

Zero Tolerance Pest Control 
The company with a peppel'lnint twist! 

Fully Licensed and Insured 

Steven Quinlivan 
Owner/Operator 

Wendell, MA 
Franklin County 

;\~ and C New,BrandName 
c_.e\. 't>-Q ' Women's Clothing 
-.) 4.$\ New and Used Guitars, 

Amps & Equipment 
•·. .:· Fine Art 

1l5 Avenue A Hand blown Glass 
T lll'll<?rs r alls. MA 

Open T ue.-Sat 10-6 Suu. 1O.-S 
Local Crafts 
Unique Gifts 

:- LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVERTED TO DVD, 

VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Katby White 

413-773-77 4 7 

Q••"cy prod•;tii:Li iPll 
pamoe 
scsc 

Shanahan Construction Supply Co. 

f\fasoory Supplies 

Brick 1 .Block/ Psvcri. 

COMPLETE MASO\,lff SUPl'URS 

~!>ldiaJ 
Cuh•>"tt, S,wcr Pt~ 

Procas.1 COnt'TCh~ 

Rct.tinini Wntl Bl<1d 

Phone: J 13-R63-4J22 

Reasonable Rates Fast Friendly 
Service 

North County 
-TP-==-~ii:Septic Service 

KJm 

Godfrey 

.. You Leave It, ~ 
We Retrieve It." 

413-498-5453 
Don 

Stebbins 
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to get lhe news Frain poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found ttiere. 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher 5awyer-Laucanno, 
Janel Nockleby and Jamie Berger 

design by Boysen Hodgson 

- William Car1os Williams 

Readers are invlted to send poems to the 
Montague Reporter at 24 3rd Street. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376: 

or email us your poetiy at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

Poets, Set Your Watches: The Death of llhan Berk 

Slender stalk • a field I'd enter, trespass 
But where did Alice go? She was known to touch us all, 
angelic, as I think we said, angelic• the only bne to criticize 
our fault and have no fault her own. Even then the century was shutting down. 

As for now, I place a row of stones upon her stone, 
mystical design rnat can mean nothing anymore. 
It used to hold a secret, cabalistic tone -

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The editors would lille to thank tho 
following for their generous financial 
under:writing of Tile Poetrv Page.: 

Anonymous, Klondike Sound, 
C'arlin Barton, Montague Dental 

Arts, Dr, Robert K-oolkin, Green 
Fields Market, Michael Fa1Tick, 

and Michael Muller. 

If I seem 

to have no 

problems its only 

because I have learned 

to bury them better. 

Every day 

I cringe 

Jersey City Late at Night 
for Joel Lewis 

Who else is worried on this street 
of winter rivers, floating ·ice, and taxis, 
drivers, steaming glas·s. --

Only people wearing khakis 

coming home from friends 
or work 

get to ride in style. 

The rest of us 
explore the docks. My orange 

colored friend without a name is back. 
He gets his tan, like I get mine, at night. 
Our walk in Jersey's orange air 

lras made me think my skin is 
pitted like the moon. I'd tell 

the aging beach boy by the PATH 
that Jersey air can made you crafty -
he's my pigeon in the night. 

September 25, 2008 

engine of the universe that would groan and clack 

With the weight of myself 

and the weight of those This friend wears khakis, too. 

until she set our time • but time itself shuts down these doings, too. 

And holding hands, we'd penelrate so deep within the field 
we scared ourselves, thinkfng we would never see our friends again. 
Among the slender stalks, each stalk, sweet surface, 
held a scent we'd feed ourselves, knowing rapture. 
These were secrets then, and poets dressed for Carnival. 
The stalks grew old. They made disease. We oould be happy 
if we had not thought the jield we counted real 
held things that keep. 

-Edward Foster 
Greenfie.ld and Jersey City, NJ 

Right as Rain 

The smart approach would be to enjoy the crepes 
even without the addition of 100% pure grade A amber maple syrup. 
But you can't do that any more than you can revel in 
the seagulls that waddle up the beach looking for an unattended 
picnic basket packed with bread and bologna, or maybe. 
if there is a God, untinned 'kippered herring snacks. 

For you, completeness is all, perfection basic. 
I'm content to shrug and utter something about something lacking 
a certain je ne sais quoi, but you not only know what the quoi is 
but know in grams or ounces· exactly how much of it is lacking. 

I don't really envy you this ability to get to the heart of things 
so presciently, so immulably, but no, I can't say that I'd like it 
much either if the elephants parading across the town square 
developed amnesia a□d took io rifling the just-armed mousetraps. 

-·Christopher Sawyer•Lau9anno 
Turners Falls 

·------------------· 

who have pressed themselves 

onto me, hot iron hissing, 

the memories 

of many debacles. 

I have no problems, only 

tragedies, and they are 

feathers, an excruciating, 

unbearable weightlessness 

hovering above me: 

remorse in full' bloom 

bulldozed by 

a wispy countenance. 

The cracks in my armor 

are small but significant. 

A mace could never kill me, 

but a silent sabotage can; 

invisible scars 

no surgeon's scalpel 

will ever kiss. 

The only tongue 

I have to lick 

my wound is my own, 

but each time I lap 

the infection 

I deposit another 

dose of dise;:ise: 

self-same cycle 

of servitude 

to the ghost 

of my malaise. 

whose etheric blob crushes me 

with wings of air. 

--Kevin Smith 

Tutnets Falls 

I • BAKER==-> I 
I Office Supply I 

~ Psychothe~apy ~'i("~ w Ronald Sigmund Meck MA. CAGS, LMHC 
30 Years in Practice I • Soy-based Bean Pod $ 2 Off . . I I Candles ~~~~s I 

• Ty Plush =--i- Bean I any .uu.1.A.ee or I 
I • Photo Albums Pod Candle 14 oz. or I 

& Scrapbooks greater 
1
1 

310 Main Street, Greenfield 1
1 www.bake1'0fficesupply.com 

·------------------· 

• Traditional talk therapy 
• ~pressive Arts • Body Psychology 

• Adults, Teens. Children. Couples & Families 

"What"s ailing you?" 

413-367-9763 4 J 3-695-9743 

We stalk a jacket as it scurries home. 
It tells us by the leather he's distressed. 

But as for me, the Jersey shore's a 
work of art. The thing this town does best, 

this cake of ice. is cut us off. Our jackets 
and our khakis, beauty, make us both 
a thing apart. 

-Edward Foster 

Greenfield and Jersey City, NJ 

Not Exactly Exact 
From Mussorie-Montague Miscellany 

Collision is collusion: 
the smart folks 
bet money on sure winners 
and the crowd on the avenue 
begins to sing 
in three-part harmonies 
that would make an area rise. 
But here in the vestibule 
silence reigns 
and the snow queen 
stays inside to guard her ice. 
You want to avoid another Sunday 
packed with remorse. 
avofd tearing 
frantically at your starched collar. 

Ascendance in transcendence: 
the bells keep ringing 
the heart keeps beating 
despite all the long goings 
and short comings and you know 
that someone, somewhere 
will light a candle 
seek consolation in dejection 
breathe in disconsolate smoke 
as if it were spring air. 

Better to pack your bags 
and hop on the next train rattling 
across t-tie twin rails that traverse 
the churning river. 

--Christopher Sawyer-Laur;anno 
Turners Falls 

Greenfield Center School 
K-8TH GRADES 

SOCL.\L JUSTICE 
CURRICULUM 

Two TEACHERS 
PER CLAsSROO!\f 

PROJECT BASED 

RIGOROUS 
ACADEMICS 

Knowing Children 

Now Accepting Applications 

Greenfield, MA • 413-773-1700 • www.cente1·school net 
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On Woodward Avenue, Detroit 

It was just my imagination 

Runnin' away With me. 

The Temptations 

for Wyn 

There's talk of angels 

among us, w1ng and prayer in a mirror 

(imagine, that tells without reflecting), 
as When nothing lies between us 

and stars come up. The sun lades 

I don't mean to frighten you. 
I don't mean to frighten you 

because there's talk of angels. 
among us, stars come up. The sun fades. 

See, yourself, in lhe mirror: 
Nothing lies between us, 

unless your wing deftecting 
my prayer. I pray without reflecting. 

I don~ mean to frlghten you. 

Nothing lies .between us 

cww 
telling glimpse of wing in mirror 

and stars come up. The sun fades. 

The sun fades. Stars come up. 

Night bleeds to benign light reflecting 
wings' scars like scraps of prayers in the mirror. 

I don't mean to frighten you. 

There's talk of angels 

when nolhing lies between us. 
When nothing lies between us 

the sun fades. Stars come up, 

though lhere's talk of angels. 

Wjng to prayer, prayer to V{ing, we reflect. 
I don't mean to frighten you. 

Winter wings hold up the mirmr-

tell me what breath forms on the mirror-

Nothing lies between us. 

I don1 mean to frighten you. 
The sun fades. Stars come up. 

At the point of least reflection 

there's breath of angels. 

Siars fade. The sun comes op. 
Thete's talk of nothing between us. 

I don't mean to frighten you. Angels lie. 

-Penelope Austin 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
4 DellSt. 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413)863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTINGNEW PATIENTS 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Me & You 

I feel the heat from 
your breathing and the heat 
from your hands. 

I'll abide by every word you say 
t,vly heart beats at your commands. 

When you look at us 
together nothing could compare. 

I feel when people see us 
They can't do much. but stop and stare. 
There's something we got 
that could mean so much 
(t lies with that one touch. 

--Charlene Howard 
Elmira, NY 

Another Autumn 
for my father 

Light brittle as a long life glances 
off headstones, flattens them into 

white sheets on which the expenditure 
of breath is tallied. From this 

side of the fence they are no more imposing 

than the razor-thin shadows of the wrought­
iron railings cast across my path-

so little divides the quick from the dead, 
this light that washes the silver backs 

of fallen leaves quicksilver across lhe pavement 

tbe poeb·y page 

The Apocalypse 

The flag flies over ... red, white, and blue ... 
the meadows, the prairies, 
the mountains that sing, 
the flowers, the birds the oceans, & 
streams, 
the ponds so still, 
we don't see the ripples. 

As our country falls, the people rise 
with a cross castrng shadows 
& tears in their eyes. 

For lo, & behold, a light beams down 
on the heart of the land 
& the graves 
of our 
sons. 

Whose Spirits glow from the Heavens 
with love, 
blessing the world 
with a vision 
of 
Oneness_ 

-Evon Tefft 
Greenfield 

Lizzie Borden 

Lizzie Borden, has a sister named Emma 
Their parents were murdered, what ·a dilemma! 
Served hot mutton stew, on a hot muggy day 
Made Lizzie so angry, she just chopped away 
The city of Fall River, stood at the door 
Wondering what all the commotion was for 
Police were searching for all of the facts 
For Lizzie's parents were killed by an ax 
A neighbor witnessed a man eating a pear 

going out the moment the cost of living 
becomes too steep. Yet there are some 

who go on paying, who stretch the moment out 
beyond reason, beyond design, beyond any accident 

(hat makes the lighi look merely grim. 

But When Lizzie came from the barn, the man wasn't there 
The suspect was Lizzie, strange as it seems 
She was arrested without any screams 
Morn and Dad's skulls, were out on display 
When tile prosecutor tried to make Uzzle pay 

What accounts for the will 
to continue along the frayed rope 

All through the trial, she shed not a tear 
And when it was over, her guilt was unclear 

of sidewalk, staggering, from the cemetery 
toward the reckless beauty 

The case was unsolved, and Lizzie was treed 
Born was a song, of the terrible deed 
There's only one lhing that this poem lacks 

of the red maple blazing ahead? 

--Penelope Austin 

A Love Letter for Summer 

$urnmer, you do not change to fall. 
Only lead to it. 
With you, there is no destination, 
Just a steady unfolding. 
And so it is with my life - it just unfolds. 
In September I feel a need to say goodbye to you. 
There's a painful tug on my soul stemming 
from all my losses combined. 
But you do not leave me, nor do you 
take from me. 
You are. omnipresent. belong neither to this year 
nor to the next. 
\ likewise reside neither in the past nor in the future. 
ljust am. 
Yet your stillness settles over me, bidding me to 
commemorate all that's gone before. 
Summer, you are ever with me as you lead to fall. 

--Sharon Mellon Horton 
Jumers Falls 

The solution to who gave those horrible whacks. 

--James Wright 
Nortl')fleld 

~ ALL SMALL CAPS ~ 
lkil@J A NIGHT OF SPOKEN WORD Uiit1fil 

• Doors open 7:00 p.m. .+• 
• Open mic 7:15-8:00 • 
• Featured readers 8:15-9:30 

Upcoming Readings 
September 29 -Chrlstopher.Sawyer-laucanno 

& Ed Foster 
October 27 -Dorothea Lasky, lhom Donovan 

& Joe Torra 
November 24- Geraldine Monk & Alan Halsey 
December 29 -Guest & O~n Mike Extravaganza 

This pmgram is 511pported. in part, by !lie Wendell Cultural 
C-0uncil, Hie Massachusetts (ultu,al Council, and the Nalfon,I 
Eooowmen1 for the ArtS. 

Deja Brew Pub & Cafe 
57 Lockes Village Rd., Wendell 
Fresh beer, Fine wines, Home coo!\ing 
Entertainment Nlgh"y • Open Wed-Sun, 4 pm 

( 9 7 8) 5 44-2 7 3 9 

All comers are invited to 
read from their own 

work or the works of 
otners, poetry or prose. 

Admission: $1-5 

Retail Fabric Store 

■ 

.. 1• Corron• Silks• Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery Material -

Fu11 St11ff 

for 

Pe.ts ... 

al\L¾ 

Their 
People! 

44 Ottrl1eld St.JR~ S "-. 10, 7 7 4, 7 3 4 6 Pet Grooming 
Greenfield by Appc,llltmeot 

• Quilri:nz Supp!les • Patterns • Caticos • Notions 

OISII & CILECl{5 0/VH' 
Mon.-Sac. 9-5:20, Fri. cil 8:20 

11 
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inventory, if Montague 
received the competitive grant. 

Selectboard chair Allen 
Ross is meeting with the 
United Southern and Eastern 
Tribes at their conference in 
Nashville, TN this weekend to 
discuss the preservation 
tourism idea. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Shea Sprinklers 
Abbondanzio 

said the town had 
been recently 
info1med, following 
an inspection of the 
Shea Theater, that 
the sprinkler heads 
in the fire sup­
pression system had 
been rendered 
inoperable long 
ago, when the 
theater had been 

Pastor Sohyung Ryu of the Greatness Llfe repainted. At that 
Korean Church in Millers Falls time, the sprinkler 

heads also received 
support Ryu personally, if the a coat of paint, making them 
church could not. The nonfunctional. The town will 
selectboard sent a letter saying 

use $5100 of program income 
money to replace the 51 
sprinkler heads, and the work 
will be done as soon as 
possible. The fire chief has 
been advised of the problem. 

The board granted 
pennission for Travis LeDoyt 
and the Lin Preston Band to 
play on the L Street side of 
Patty Cake Patty Cake on 
Sunday, October 5th from noon 
to 2:00 p.m. in conjunction 
with the Arts and Leaves 
Studio Walking Tour. The 
perfo1mance will be amplified, 
and LeDoyt will let the 
neighbors know in advance of 
the conceit. 

September 25, 2008 

The board granted 
permission to the Peaceful 
Palm yoga sh1dio to place a 
sandwich board directional 
sign at the comer of Avenue A 
and 3rd Street for a two week 
trial period. Ross spoke of his 
concern that a revived business 
district could become cluttered 
with such signs on Avenue A, 
and may require a tighter 
policy in time to come. 
Building inspector Jensen said 
the particular location of this 
sign could be problematic for 
handicapped access to the 
sidewalk, with the onset of 
winter weather. 

II 

Pastor Sohyung Ryu and 
Chong Collete, from the 
Greatness Life Korean Church 
in Millers Falls asked for and 
received a letter from the 
selectboard in support of Ryu 's 
efforts to clear up his 
immigration status with the 
U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS). 
The USCIS has disputed with 
the four year old church, which 
has fifteen members, whether 
the church is able to support 
Ryu as a full time minister. 
Collete said she was willing to 

they were aware of the church's 
activities in Millers Falls, and 
the documentation Collete had 
mustered to support Ryu 's 
petition for legal resident 
stah1s. 

MCTV Program [Ch. 171 Schedule: Sept 26th - Oct 2nd 11:30 pm Falls Table 

Wednesday, October 1 

If tnore of us valued food and cheer an,d song 
above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world. 

~ J.R.R. Tolkein 

As a locally owned cooperative, we've been 
helping people celebrate with good food for 

30 years in Franklin County. 

Franklin Community Cooperative 
Deli & Bakery Organic Produce 

Supplements & Natural Groceries 
Loc;al Spedalties 

One co-op ... two stores. 
Green Fields Market 
144 Main Street, Green.field 
M•F S-8, Sat 9•6, Sun lO•S 

( 413) 773•9567 
....... ,,_ .. _ 

~[!811£M)J McCusker's Market 

tl\1J\RKET"' 

3 State Stree~, SbelJ,urne l'alls 
Open Daily 7 •7 

{ 413)625•9411 

Eagle Cam: Nol airing until further 
notice. 
Friday, September 26 
8:00 am Sustainable Energy 
9:00 am District Wide Budget Meeting 
(9/17/08) 
12:30 pm Franklin County Matters 
6:00 pm Into the way of Peace 
7:00 pm GMRSD (9/23/08) 
11:00 pm Independent Voices 
11:30 pm Montague Machine 

Saturday, September 27 
8:00 am Green by 2015 
8:30 am Franklin County Matters 
10:00 am Fate of the Stallion 
10:30 am Silly Wizard 
12:00 pm Richard Heinberg: The 
Looming Crisis in Oil Depletion 
6:00 pm Surviving the Vernon Reactor 
7 00 pm Richard Heinberg: The 
Looming Crisis in Oil Depletion 
9 00 pm Special Town Meeting 
(9/11/08) 
11:00 pm Sue Mono Giri 

Sunday, September 28 
8:00 am Over the Falls 
9:00 am Positive Profiles in Courage 
10:00 am Poetry Music Jam 
11 :00 am Franklin County Matters 
12:00 pm Falls Table 

6:00 pm Over the Falls Side Hill Farm 
7:00 pm GCC Talent Show 
8:00 pm Eaton Do Ryu 
9:00 pm Discovery Center: Root Cellar 
10 30 pm Living the Truth 
11 :30 pm Common People Concerts 

Monday, September 29 
8:00 am Seabrook 1977 
9:30 am Women Girls & HIV 
10:00 am District Wide Budget 
Meeting (9/17/08) 
6:00 pm Coffee House Series: Ferne 
Bork, Dan linen, Bruce Kahn Trio 
7:00 pm Select Board (9/22/08) 
9:00 pm Discovery Center: Importance 
of Pollinators 
10:00 pm Community Land Trust 
Meeting 

Tuesday, September 30 
8:00 am Discovery Center: Fossil 
Tracks 
9:00 am White House Chronicles 
10:00 am 9-1-1 People Facts and 
Stories 
10:30 am District Wide Budget 
Meeting (9/17/08) 
6:00 pm Discovery Center: Importance 
of Pollinators 
7:00 pm GMRSD (9/23/08) 
11 :00 pm Enjoy the Ride 

8:00 am Independent Voices 
8:30 am Into the way of Peace 
9:30 am Discovery Center: Rust 
Knuckle Raptor and Fall Town String 
Band 
11 :00 am Silly Wizard 
12:30 pm Songs for Wee People 
6:00 pm Special Town Meeting 
(9/11/08) 
800 pm Tapping Maple Ridge 
9:00 pm Discovery Center: Rust 
Knuckle Raptor and Fall Town String 
Band 
10:30 pm GCC Talent Show 

Thursday, October 2 
8 00 am Silly Wizard 
9:00 am Teachers at Seat 
9:30 am The Epics at the Vou 
10:30 am Senses of Place 
12:00 pm The Western Mass 
Democrat 
12:30 pm Tiny Tim 
6 00 pm The Rise and Fall of Lake 
Hitchcock 
7:00 pm Select Board (9/22/08) 
9:00 pm Richard Heinberg: The 
Looming Crisis in Oil Depletion 
11 :00 pm District Wide Budget Meeting 
(9/17/08) 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

GO ·---N SAVE G•--=-=N 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Announcing the lEnergv-lEfficient Mortgage (EEM) 
Allows you to borrow for energy improvements when 

buying a home such as: New Furnace, Windows, 
Insulation, Solar, Wind and more! 

SAVE MoNEY, CONSERVE ENERGY, ll.IVE COMFORTABLY! 

CALL 
TIM PREVOST 

413-773-8984 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

New Expanded 
Interior Dining! 

Route 2 • Gill 
413-863-8210 

BERKSHIRE 
BREWING BEER 
Now AVAILABLE 

tTKnlfifJ;lf.Z. 
,....\).- s~e f910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~~,tf/,,~ 

Wedding Cake! a Speeiaftv! 
Call lo rt~ive gpace for Br~al Shower,, 
S.bf Shlwers & Spedal Ocmons! 

104 Fo~rth Street, Tuners Falh 
Lmh· Tmdav - Sat11&.iv 413-86.3-8900 

~ Sahrdif brtal&ut O,e11 T,di H:30,,1 • Sat 7-2 1n1 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
cruise.travel@verizon.net 

lK 

Sharon Cottrell 
Pmprrty Mana11er 

HallKeen 
Real Estatt Management and ln11estment 
Power Town Apartments 
152 Avenue .A 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls. MA O 1376 

Tel: ~13.863.9433 
nv: @00.439.0183 
Email.: hlcptown@vt!liron.ne1 

-· .ADIATOR · • 
Propane Filling Station 

DIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ooling Rte. 2, Gill 
stem 863-4049 1~~00-439-4049 

Negus ~ Taylorl Inc. 
Monumenm €!!!!f!f!!JVC 

~~ i1-~i~ 

, We engrf!ve t~ 

memones 

People often come to see us 
becouse their parents 
ond their gronqxirents did. 
We're proud lo hove 

that kind of loyolty, } that last forever 
ond we work hord to keep it. 
-Gory ond Nancy Melen MAIN OFFICE n3-955~ 10 W.II Street, Greenfield, MA 
"lhe perfect rememb~ce· 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Reel Estate Agency 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER: 

Preventative Rx for Vacationers 
JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. My wife and 
I are taking our first trip 
abroad. Do you have any advice 
about how to stay healthy dur­
ing this vacation? 

First, see your doctor and 
your dentist to make sure you 
are sta1ting the voyage in good 
condition. You may need vacci­
nations. The vaccines you got 
when you were a child also may 
need to be updated. 

Some vaccines don't reach 
their peak levels of protection 
until about six weeks after you 
get shots, so plan your doctor 

BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
equinoxes, vernal and autumnal, 
are the two days of every year 
when, says the Old Fanner '.s 
Almanac, the sun crosses the 
celestial equator, and light and 
dark are equal. Here in New 
England, halfway up to the 
No1th Pole, the equal nights will 
now get longer, and we who live 
here pay attention to the chal­
lenge. 

A couple of generations ago, 
before modem technology and 
energy sources made a world 
where it was feasible for women 
to work outside the home, 
preparing for living through the 
coming winter was important. 
On a faim, the ladies in house 
dresses, aprons, and high shoes 
spent hours in the kitchen peel­
ing and paring the tomatoes and 
peaches and pears, green beans 
and other goodies that would 
feed the family for the next 
months. No freezer in those 

visit accordingly. 
Vaccines you may need 

include: hepatitis, flu, Japanese 
encephalitis, measles-mumps­
mbella, meningococcal menin­
gitis, pneumococcal, polio, 
rabies, tetanus and diphtheria 
toxoids, typhoid fever, chicken­
pox, and yellow fever. 

Now, here are some more 
tips: 

• Guard against infection by 
washing your hands often, espe­
cially after you've been on a 
plane, train or bus. Alcohol­
based hand sanitizing gels are 
better than soap-and-water in 
killing bacteria and vimses that 
cause disease. The gels don't 
need water to work; the alcohol 
in them kills the gemis on your 
hands. Not all hand sanitizers 
are the same. You should use 

days. It was blanch and can and 
process in large kettles of boil­
ing water on the wood stove. 
With the freeze approaching, 
the harvest must be saved. The 
cellar was lined with shelves of 
colorful qua1t jars and jellies. 

Another colorful activity was 
tightening up the windows with 
sto1m sashes that had to be put 
on from the outside each fall. 

only sanitizers that contain at 
least 60 percent alcohol. 

• Pack all your medicines in 
their original containers in your 
carry-on bag. 

• Bring prescriptions for your 
regular medicines and eyewear. 

• Pack a first-aid kit with 
medicines for diarrhea, indiges­
tion, body aches and pains, 
colds, allergies, wounds, sun 
exposure and motion sickness. 
Include adhesive bandages, 
scissors, tweezers, nail clippers, 
pocket knife, the1mometer, mir­
ror and alcohol-based hand gels. 

• Check your health insm·­
ance coverage for eve1y country 
you plan to visit. 

• If you are in a country 
where traveler's diarrhea is 
common, avoid street vendors, 
uncooked food, tmpasteurized 

The men of the time were a 
tough lot. To reach second sto1y 
windows, my father put up a 
precarious ladder while my 
mother protested. He carried a 
double sash window in one 
hand and used the other hand 
for the rail. 

Today, I pushed up a screen 
and pulled down a sto1m win­
dow. 

Mainly, to my mother the fall 
equinox meant line storms. 
They must have been the 
remains of hurricanes from the 
south. Until 1938, I do not 
remember any of note, but the 
storm that year brought the 
word hurricane to common use. 

Here in Montague at Cold 
Brook, acres of our land on the 
Connecticut River were washed 
away. Mother's line sto1ms had 
become more than a wiping out 
of colorful fall foliage. 

If we view the year holiday 
to holiday, it seems inconceiv­
able that by Columbus Day the 
gloriously green trees of the 
equinox will be showing their 
colors, and by Hallowe'en their 
leaves will be gone with the 
wind. 

daily products, tap water and 
ice. 

• Use bed netting and insect 
repellents in countries that pre­
sent a risk of disease carried by 
mosquitoes. 

• To battle jet lag, drink a lot 
of water on your flight. 
Dehydration contributes to the 
discomfo1ts of jet lag. Avoid 
caffeine, which causes the body 
to eliminate water. 

• Some flyers experience 
pain in their ears during takeoffs 
and landings. These travelers 
should chew gum and swallow 
often when planes are going up 
or down. 

• Protect yourself against 
deep-vein thrombosis, which 
occurs when blood clots fo1m in 
the veins (usually in the legs) 
and block blood flow. Sitting for 

a long time on an airplane or 
train can contribute to DVT, but 
wearing special compression 
stockings can help prevent this 
dangerous condition. 

• If you suffer from motion 
sickness, make sure your eyes 
are seeing the same motion that 
your body senses. In a car, sit in 
the front seat and look out the 
windshield; don't stare at pass­
ing scenery outside the passen­
ger window. On a rocking boat, 
go up on deck and watch the 
horizon. On an ail-plane, sit by 
the window and look outside. 
On a train, take a seat near the 
front and next to a window. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE lOG 
Three Larcenies, Two Loose Dogs 

Tuesday, 9/16 
648 a.m. Report of car egged on 
Pratt Street. 
4 35 p.m. Report of loose dog in 
area of Amidon Street. Checked 

ject; found to be sightseer. 
Friday, 9/19 
1 59 p.m. Arrested 

or operat­
ing a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of liquor, second offense 
and driving to endanger. 
4 12 p m Report of loose dog in 
area of Mountain Road. Located 
same and returned to owners. 
8:08 p m. Arrested 

or operating a motor 
ve 1c e wit a suspended license, 
possession of a dangerous weapon, 
open container of alcohol in a motor 

r vehicle and an outstanding warrant. 

a motor vehicle 
license. 
Thursday, 9/18 
100 p.m. Report of felony larceny 
by check or forgery at a French King 
Highway address. Under investiga­
tion. 
145 p.m. Report of possible jumper 
on French King Bridge - Woman on 
other side of guard rail. Located sub-

Saturday, 9/20 
6 58 p.m. Citation issued to 

for operating a motor vehicle 
a er revocation of license and oper­
ating a motor vehicle without insur­
ance. 
Sunday, 9/21 
125 p.m. Report of larceny under 
$250 at Box Car Restaurant. 
225 p.m. Report of larceny under 
$250 at a Church Street address. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Thomas G. Simons • Gerry G. Simons 

Estates• Wills• Real Estate 
Personal Injury ---------

77 Fourth Street • Turners Falls, MA 
(413) 863-9506 

Electric Motors 
Controls 

Energy Management 

Applied 
Dynamics 
Corporation AC/DC Drives 

Pumps 
Gear Reducers 

Power Distribution 
Sales and Service 
New and Surplus 

Hoists and Cranes 
Full Service Machine Shop 

I-91 Industrial Park 
Greenfield, MA 

Worcester, MA 
Westbrook, ME 
Everett, MA 

Tel: 413-774-7268 
or 1-800-505-0047 
www.applied-dynamics.com 

ILyllilllil IB3ailllilQ 
Western Mass Regional Sales Manager 

Cell: 413-329-2096 

LOGOS & BRANDING e 
GRAPHIC DESIGN (:, 

ILLUSTRATION (;\ 

WEB SITES e 
COPYWRITING (;\ 

BUSINESS STRATEGY (:I 

INTERNET MARKETING e 
MISSION & VISION (;\ 

M 
BOYSEN HbD6SDN1 

413 302 193 
www~~om.com 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

Locally ow~ed since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield. MA 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 

Crescent Moon 
Firearms 

TAKING ORDERS FOR ALL YOUR 

FIREARM & AMUNITION NEEDS 

Alan Lambert 413.863.2964 
413.834.1692 

FAX 413-773-1105 
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JEP'S PLACE Part XCI 
The Hospital 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 

GILL -- On our first trip to visit 
Pa in the hospital, he was lying 
in bed in a ward with about 40 

other patients. He took his 
illnesses very seriously, and this 
ce1tainly was serious enough. 
He lay flat on his back with the 
sheet pulled up to his chin, 
looking grave. We smrnunded 
the bed, overwhelmed by the 
hospital smell of ether and 
alcohol, and the whiteness of 
the place - white sheets, white 
beds, white walls, white 
ceilings, and rows of white 
beds. 

The nurses were all dressed 
in white with little white caps 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 863-8666. FAX 863-3050 
BUSINESS FOR SALE • Plow Frau & Bow 
Wow is a VERY successful "clean-out, 
hauling, and snow plowing· business. 
Community oriented, environmentally 
friendly, FUN, interesting, and unique. Please 
call Sita for details: (413) 834-7569. 

CARPENTRY. No Job Too Small • 
General Carpentry and home repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call David, (413) 
~9296. 

YOGA AND CREATIVITY CLASSES-
Living Room Yoga classes and private 
sessions offered in serene home studio. 
Creativity wor1<shops begin October. 
Full schedule and details: 
www.livingroomyoga.net or 413-367-2658. 

HOUSESHARE MONTAGUE CENTER­
Seeking employed woman to share beautiful 
home. Master bedroom, walk-in closet, 
private entrance, bath, gardens, hot tub, 
cable, wi-fi. $485+ utilities 413-522-0811. 

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS l15 cts.1extra word1 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.15 for each additional word 

Reporter Subscribers! 
Any paid subscriber to the Montague Reporter 

may have one free classified ad in 2008, up to 20 
words. Contact us at 413-863-8666 or 

reporter@Montaguema.net 
(Pay for a second week, get a third week free!) 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

perched on their heads, padding 
about in their white shoes, 
carrying white bedpans and 
white towels. A janitor in dark 
street clothes shuffled in, 
pushing a dust mop that was 
three feet wide. He looked as 
foreign in his dark clothes as we 
did in this world of white. 

When Ma leaned over to ask 
Pa how he was doing, anxiety 
showed in her voice. He replied 
between groans that he was 
grievously ill. He then rolled a 
bit to one side, raised his hip, 
groaned again and blew a big 
fa1t as if to show us just how 

Grange Family Dance 
Sunday, Sept. 28th 4:00 p.m. 

Fami!J-style Contra Dancing 
far all ages. $4 perperson, or 
$10 - $15 perfami!J. 
Simple dances 1vith eary 
instruction geared far little feet. 
Lots of fun, humor and some 
singing games too. Great far 3 
- 11 year olds, sixteen to sixty! 

Meet otherparents, and 
network too. Set up plqy dates! 
Alwqys on the Last Sunday of 
the month, September through 
April Includes a light snack. 
Sept 28th: Steve H01vland w/ 
Rhubarb Pie 

Feel Ulle a Brand New Person! 

~ 

Witha 
Haircut at 
Ed's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karri.Aim 

"54 Years on the Ave" 

bad things were. We tried to 
keep from laughing. 

"Gas," he announced 
solemnly. Whereby we began to 
first snicker and then giggle 
uncontrollably. 

"Not funny," he said, 
frowning. 

T1y as we might, we couldn't 
control ourselves. We 
periodically burst out in giggles 
and snickers, hoping he was too 
sick to climb out of bed and 
thrash us. He lay there, 
glowering between groans. 

When we got ready to leave, 
Pa motioned for Ma to come 

September 25, 2008 

closer. He whispered in her ear. 
I figured he wanted to utter his 
last words of will and testament. 

"Bring me cigarettes and 
matches," he whispered. "They 
won't let me smoke - I got to 
have cigarettes." 

The next time we came in, 
Ma passed him the cigarettes. 
He said he'd smoke them tmder 
the bed sheet after dark when 
eve1yone was asleep. I worried 
he would set his bed and the 
hospital on fire. Fortunately 
oxygen was not in use then. 

- Continued next issue 

VI DQ !I /llJt 
,111nv 

TRACTORS FOB FARM, HOME & CONSTBDCTION 
_.-"" We Carry John Deere 

and Kubota Tractors, 
Stlhl Chain Saws, 
Blowers, Tractor Mowers, 
Arlens Snow Blowers. 
Also: 

• Wood Chippers 
• Log Splitters 
• Winches 
• Materials Handling 

Equipment 
• fire Proof Safes 

Sales O ServieeO Parts 

SERVING THE ABRA FOB OVER 46 YEAHS 
fj ~~~< i) z • C 

SIRUM [QUIPMENl 
COMPANY. INC. 

310 FEDERAL STREET ORTE. 63 ° MONTAGUE 
~413-367-2481~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

EDL 
Dealer in Used 

Home Furnishings 
SMALL FURNITURE • COLLECTABLES • DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

, Storm Damage Prevention & 
Restoration 

, Cabling & Bracing 
,shade Tree Maintenance 
,Tree Removal 

Matthew Edwards 
Certified Arborlst 
, Owner 

, Climber 

, Insured 

Wendell • 978-544-7452 
www.mattedwardstree.com 

cfok~~ 
S6 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Cl'aig Dall'ymple 
Sales Associate 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

Sawmill Outlet Sale 
While supplies last! 

Call 413-549-0001 1x8 rough premium pine - 54¢/lf 
or order online at 3" wide rough pine slabs • 96¢/bf 
www.cowls.com 1x4 rough standard pine -12¢/lf 

1x6 rough hemlock boards• 23¢/lf 
1 x8 tough standard pine - 44¢/lf 

ioiLcif,lt-SUPPLY· 1'25 Sunderland Road 
___ - - ,, .. - - North Amherst 

Vis/f Cowls Bufldfng Supply for more great deals/ 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA01351 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

~ EASTERN 

ows~~:~~~:!J.~?t; 
fntraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

DOLAN & t:1'01:,\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfR~~~~l mJ~R~, Will~ t f~rnrf~, w~RHffl1

~ mmP 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

13-8631-~~8$ 

rol's Beauty ~ook 
29 G Street, Turners Falls 

Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
to Sun., 1 to 7 p.m. 
www.gallerya3.com. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 
A Bouquet of Music Healing Arts 
Concert at Baystate Franklin Medical 
Center, Greenfield. Noon-12:45 p m 
(413) 773-257. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Death Vessel with Micah Blue 
Smaldone, 9 p.m. Tickets $8 in 
advance at the bar, $10 by phone 
and at the door. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Eclectic rock 
~~. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls Flowers of Fall. What 
is happening to the flowers? Who 
visits them? Why are they important 
in September? 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Lov4 'Bomb. Rock & roll covers, 
come to dance, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th 
Recovery Jami Sober music festival. 
Seven hours of music with 
singer/songwriter Don White of Lynn, 
MA, Humble Streak, One Night 
Stand, Black Top Kenny and Laurie 
B. In addition to music, there will be 
food for all, which comes free with 
the ticket price, as well as a bouncy 
house and face painting for children. 
Tickets $6 ahead/$10 at the gate 
More info The Recover Project, 68 
Federal St., Greenfield, MA., (413) 
774-5489 or www.recoverproject.org. 
Held at thye Polish Picnic Grounds, 
249 Plain Rd, Greenfield. Drug & 
alcohol free . 

Polish Supper at Montague Center 
Congregational Church. Golabki, 
pierogi, apple crisp! $9/$4, call for 
reservations 77 4-7256. 

Hallmark Institute of Photography 
public reception for Lois Greenfield, 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 
Deja Brew, Wendell Warped 

~ Americana with S+C\/• Cl'ow, 
i P.+ ... Kim s ~M F~pofiek, 
~ 7:30 - 10 p.m. 
z 
:::, 

g At the Rendezvous, Turners 
8 Falls: Le Cabaret de 
~ Rendee-voo (open mic) 

Special feature jazz stan­
dards & improv with Lisa 
Davol & the Ghost 
Quartet. 8 p.m. Free. 

Asters and Goldenrods 
Field Walk. Join natural­
ists Lula Field and 
Christine Beckert Long for 
a ramble at Tully Dam in a 
search for these beauties 
(and other fall bloomers), 
and discussion of botani­
cal nomenclature. Meet at 
the Millers River 
Environmental Center, 
100 Main St., Athol, 9 
a.m. Free (978)249-0246. 
www.millersriver.net. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 
29th 
Evening Sing-a-Long at 
the Montague Center 
Library, 6:30 p.m. Linda 
Hickman, plays guitar 

St,at!J BongJ, Sie"a Leones AfroPop world beat star and banjo and performs a 
peiforms Thursdqy, October 2nd, 6 - 9 p.m., at a variety of children's 

house party at 71 Main St. Montague Center. music. Info, call the 
Carnegie Library 863-

Celestial Bodies/Internal Souls. 1 to 3214 during the week, or Montague 
5 p.m in Gallery 85. Artist Talk in the Center Library, 367-2852, Monday 
auditorium at Hallmark Institute of evening 
Photography, 27 Industrial 
Boulevard, Turners Falls, 7 30 p.m. 
Refreshments, free. www.hmcp.org. 

Arcadia Players Chamber Ensemble 
presents: Music of Beethoven and 
His Contemporaries at Caswell 
Library, Deerfield Academy. Advance 
tickets $20, at the door, $30/$10 stu­
dents. Info. (413) 534-8888 or 
www.arcadiaplayers.org. Pre-concert 
talk 7 p.m., concert 7:30 p.m 

At the Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Author Katharine Weber reads from 
her acclaimed novel Triangle. Copies 
available for purchase and signing. A 
brilliant, haunting novel about one of 
the most terrible tragedies in early 
twentieth-century America. 2 p.m. 
www.katharineweber.com. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Hilltown 
Brewfest 20081 Noon to 5 p.m. 
Music, raffles, 13 breweries, mead & 
cider' All receive a souvenir tasting 
glass. $18 advance/$20 door. Benefit 
for Wendell & New Salem 
Meetinghouses. And in the evening: 
world folk music with Mofon+i, 9 to 
11 pm 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
H.,.o~ Fa,+ Tim. 'Bock.. Rock & roll 
covers, 9:30 p.m. 

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Jones Trio, jazz that thumps, $3. 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 27th 
Photography by Gloria Kegeles: 
Chrome Dreams and Jitnapa 
Suthikant: Stereo Typed. On display 
at Gallery A3, Amherst. Open Wed. 

At the Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls Nature at 8. Walk led by nature 
interpreter and geologist Steve 
Winter. Free, 8 to 9 a.m. Info call 
863-3221, continues - 9/29. 

Deja Brew, Wendell A night of spo­
ken word: All Small Caps, 7 - 10 p.m. 
Open mic starts at 7 p.m Guest 
readers at 8 p.m. Special poetry 
night menu available, bring a friend 
and your appetite' 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th 
At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Jeffery Foucault & friends, 9 p.m., $3. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1st 
Great Falls Farmers Market: rain or 
shine, corner of 2nd St. & Ave A, 
Turners Falls. Farm products, baked 
goods, maple, crafts, 3 - 6 p.m. 

Heart of the Valley Chorus Guest 
Night. Like to sing? We've got a 
place for your At JFK Middle School, 
Florence, 7 p m. No professional 
singing experience required. Info 
665-0924, www.heartofthevalleycho­
rus.org. Continues Oct. 8, 15, & 22. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 
AfroPop world beat of Steady 
Bongo, Sierra Leone's most cele­
brated musician on a rare visit per­
forming along with local artists 
Freddie Bryant, Wes Brown, Boo 
Pearson, Jay Stanley, and lmani 
Deva-Brown, at this special event to 
raise funds for Steady Bongo's musi­
cal, political and social activism in 
Sierra Leone. Enjoy the music and 
an African-style dinner at this 

fundraiser. Free CD with a $25 dona­
tion. 6 - 9 p.m., 71 Main St. 
Montague Center. Info. call Marina 
(413) 367-0036 or 
marinagold2@yahoo.com 

Gallery A3, 28 Amity St., Amherst: 
Signs of Life, encaustic & mixed 
media by· Sue Katz and paintings by 
Claudine Mussuto. Opening recep­
tion 5 to 8 p.m Open Artists forum, 
Thursday, October 16, 7:30 p.m. On 
display until November 1st. (413) 
256-4250 www.gallerya3.com 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 3rd TO 5th 
Ja'Duke at The Shea Theatre, 
Turners Falls The Producers. Co­
written by Mel Brooks and Thomas 
Meehan. The Producers skewers 
Broadway traditions and takes no 
prisoners as it proudly proclaims 
itself an "equal opportunity offend­
er!." Continues 10/10 to 10/12. Fri & 
Sat at 8 pm, Sun. at 2 p.m. (413) 
863-2281 ext. 2. Adults $12/$10 for 
12 & under & 65 & older. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 4th & 5th 
Arts & Leaves, Turners Falls Open 
Studios and Downtown Walking Tour. 
10 a.m. til whenever you are finished' 
Open Artists' Studios, Bakeries with 
art and music, Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography and 
restaurants' 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4th 
12th Annual Source to Sea 
Cleanup. Dozens of groups return 
for 4-state effort. Help out on the 
Connecticut River Watershed 
Council's Cleanup. 9 a.m. to noon, 
meet at the Discovery Center; 
Turners Falls, free. www.ctriver.org. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6th 
Hope & Olive Restaurant Soup & 
Games Night Benefit, 5. to 8 p.m. at 
44 Hope Street, Greenfield. Free 
soup, bread, and board games. The 
bar will be open to serve drinks, and 
there will also be entertainment pro­
vided by Arena Civic Theatre. There 
is no charge, but donations are 
encouraged. A portion of the pro­
ceeds will go to Arena Civic Theatre. 
Info. (413) 77 4-3150. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10th 
Great Falls Coffeehouse: Francis 
Doughty. An exciting folk instrumen­
tal guitarist who has been playing 
music since his early teens. Sliding 
scale donation of $6 - $12. Great 
Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls, 6:30 - 9 p.m 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11th 
New England Forests and Global 
Warming. What role do New England 
forests play in the global warming 

Ill §PIT [HI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 - 6 p m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 - 6 pm 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 - 8 pm 

Frte (extept some trips), open to lo,al 
teens. Some require permission slips. 

Iefo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiw:d Street, Turners Falls, 01376 

15 

story? Julian Hadley and Fisher 
Museum Coordinator John O'Keefe 
will share their expertise in forest 
canopy research and land use histo­
ry. Lecture followed by a 30 min. hike 
to observation towers. Meet at 
Harvard Forest, Petersham. Limit 15 
participants. Call to register: (413) 
659-3714. Free. Ages 12 and older. 
1:30 - 4:30 p.m 

SATURDAY, OCT 18TH 
Wendell Full Moon Coffee House, 
Wendell : Annie Hassett. Benefit for 
the Montague Reporter. 

1>~ deZ\11lis 
•~ 11 • LUNCH! 

THURS. 9125 $3 
HAIIDSOME TRUa#TS 

FRl.9/26 $10 
Sub Pop recordin2 artists 

DEATH VESSEL 
with ~pecial tJVesl 

Micah Blue Smaldone 

SAT. 9127 S3 
Jones Trio ljazz that lhump.sl 

SUN. 9/28 8pm FRf;E 
Le Cabaret (aka open ffllCI de Voo 

w/ raffle prizes from 
the Valley Adw,cate 

NOW SUNDAY BRUNCH TOO • YUM! 

Food:1 lam-11pm;midniqht-Fri& Sat 

Jru wifl always 

7 8 THIRD STIJEET 
TUIIIIERS FUL.S, MA 
KID£IV0USTFM.l.q11U 
TEL:413-863-286& 

Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 5 p.m. 

No Cover Any Nir)rt 

Friday. 9/26, 9 - 11 p.m. 
Harmonic eclectic rock/altematn<e: ~ 

Saturday. 9127, noon - 5 p.m. 
f-111-,, B,,-F~ 

Music & beer tasting! $18 in ach'811ce/$20 
at the clooo: www.hilhownhre,,iest.com 

9 to 11 p m. Wodcl fuik music: MJ,.,J; 

Sunday, 9/28, 7:30 - 10 p.m. 
Warped Americana: .5•-v-, 'P..J..-

1(.nt.~F~ 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wcnc::lell Countzy Store 

-

GREENFIELD 
«34.1)1)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr..,nfi<>ld. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri, September 26th - Thurs. October 2nd 
1. VICKY CRISTINA 
BARCELONA PG13 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. EAGLE EYE PG13 DTS 
sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. DEATH RACE R 
DAILY 6:30 9 FRI, SAT, SUN 12 3 
4. GHOST TOWN R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
5. MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL PG13 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. BURN AFTER READING PG13 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. RIGHTEOUS KILL R 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 DTS sound.FRI, 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Heat your home with 
geothermal! 

Call the experts! • 413-587-0021 
Dave@AtlanticGroundSource.com 

www.Atlanticgroundsource.com 

DON SKOLE 
PRESIDENT 

§ Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO• HOME• COMMERCIAL• MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 77 4-6938 (508) 544-5431 

Great Ice Cream, Fair Trade Coffee, 

\)J 

reat yourself to 
eakfast or lunch 
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LIVI NG ALONG THE RIVER bor." 
Though much progress has 

been made in tlle figl1t to reclaim 
tlle Connecticut River - once 
known as the "country's best 
landscaped sewer" and more 
recently designated as one of tl1e 
first "Amei'ican Heritage Rivers" 
- tlle CRWC was tl1ere to remind 
us that raw sewage is still being 
dumped into tl1e 1-iver to tl1e tune 
of two billion gallons a year, a 

MORE THAN JUST A SONG CONTEST 
BY ANNE HARDING 
GREAT FALLS - It was stand­
ing room only at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center's (GFDC) 
monthly coffee house on Friday, 
September 12th, which featured a 
'sing-off' of the twelve finalists 
of the Connecticut River 
Watershed Council's (CRWC) 
first songwntmg contest 
(CRWC). Chai.rs had to be com­
mandeered from area churches, 
and many in the overflow crowd 
were forced to stand outside 
under the shelter of a tent in the 
comtyard, listening through the 
back doors of the Great Hall. 

It was a remarkable evening 
of music and an oppo1tunity to 
learn more about the role of the 
visiting host organization. 
Executive director Chelsea 
Gwyther spoke eloquently of the 
three missions of the CRWC -
advocacy, outreach and restora­
tion. Members of the watershed 
com1cil staff who talked about 
their effo1ts to protect the 
Connecticut River introduced the 
songwriters. 

With over 65 songs submitted, 
screening committee members 
had faced a daunting task in win­
nowing the list down to ten final­
ists. Ultimately, they raised the 
number of finalists to twelve. 
Screening committee member 
and contest organizer Pat 
LaMountain said she did not 
envy the judges their task in pick­
ing the top three winners. As she 
predicted, it was a tough job. At 
the end of the night, the judges 
needed extra time to make their 
decisions. 

Many songs spoke of our con­
nection to the river. The judges' 
top pick, "The River," by John 
CmTie of Orange, was also the 
audience favorite, a rhythmic 
folk number with a catchy cho­
rus. TI1e song evoked the river's 
seasonal changes while relating 
CmTie's childhood memories and 
past and present uses of the river. 

Tony Lechner's danceable 
"Riverside" resonated with local 
audience members as he and two 
members of the band Wildwood 
sang of the sun setting over 
Sugarloaf and lazy afternoons on 
the river. The bluesy "River of 
Tears" by Thomas Anderson, of 
Putney, VT was inspired by an 
afternoon on the river with his lit­
tle brother: "Just give me a boat 
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to float on and I will be just 
fine ... floating on this river of 
tears of joy." 

Another common tlleme 
among the songwriters was tlle 
importance of the river to our 

by Katie Clarke he sang of a river 
born in a glacier's wake, offe1tile 
soils, native peoples, settlers 
arriving, fen'ies, mill towns, log­
ging and the annual spawning 
runs of shad. He was introduced 

Salmon," describing the epony­
mous hero's counter cmTent 
quest and the pmsuit of anadro­
mous dreams. Thomas was 
accompanied by the Spawnelles -
Ma1y Thomas and Stephanie 

sobe1ing statistic. 
We were also reminded 

tl1at October 4th is the date 
of the Twelfth Annual 
Connecticut River Somce­
to-Sea Cleanup, and of tl1e 
incredible clean-up eff01ts 
of Franklin County resi­
dents, who have accounted 
for more tl1an 30% of tl1e 
volunteei·s in the watershed 
wide eff01t over tlle last 
eleven years. 

sense of place, 
and some of tlle 
songwriters 
evoked images 
of tlle river's 
scenic beauty. 
You could just 
imagine 
Easthampton's 
Claire Dacey 
sitting on the 
shore as she 
sang of the 
river's 30 mil­
lion years of 
giving and tak­
ing and how it 
made her home, 
"from the 
slopes of old 
Mount Tom to 
the cornfields 
of Hadley." 
"This River" 
well dese1ved 
its second place 

Rob Skelton and his daughter Daisy Whitcomb-Skelton of Montague 111ere among the Connecticut 
River S on!J11riters Contest finalists. Brian Roderick on bass. 

For more tl1an 50 years, 
the Connecticut River 
Watershed Council has 
pushed for environmental 
protections for our river. 
While acknowledging tl1e 
need to balance the needs of 
c01porate and public enti­
ties; and recognizing tl1e 
vital economic value of tl1e 
hydroelecti'ic industry, tl1e 
council considers tlleir most 
crucial role to be tl1at of a 

award. 
Sixteen-year-old Chelsea 

Rancomt sang about tl1e river let­
ting you push your troubles to tlle 
side, and tl1e desires of a young 
girl to escape life in a small town 
on the river "flowing like my life 
tliat's up ahead." At the same 
time she revealed her conflicted 
feelings, not sure whetl1er she 
really wanted to leave tlle place 
that is home. "Coming Back" 
was the winner of tlle under 18 
category, in addition to being one 
of tl1e contest finalists. 

The hist01y of the people of 
tl1e river valley was wrapped up 
in many of the songs. Emily 
Samuels of Gill sang, "The 
Ballad of George Van Dyke" 
which told tl1e tale of tl1e not-so­
well-loved lumber baron and his 
infamous fatal tumble over tlle 
embankment and into the river. 
Like many songwriters, 
Samuels' historic research came 
to life witl1 her song. 

Roland Lapie1Te's "Still 
Belong" shared tlle lives of peo­
ple on the river with a choms tl1at 
reminded tl1e audience of the 
timeless nature of their stories. 
"All tl1e tears and blood spilled in 
the river, Get washed away as 
time goes on, But all tl1e stories 
stay alive forever, Deep in tlle 
water, tl1ey still belong." 

The sole Connecticut based 
finalist, Grayson Hugh, was 
accompanied by his wife Polly 
for his funky number, "Swamp 
Yankee" dedicated to his Uncle 
Carl and all tl1e otl1er fishe1men. 
As Grayson said, "Imagine 
James Brown goes to Gloucester 
and discovers his Pequot roots." 
It was hard to sit still dming this 
tune. 

Third prize winner Charlie 
Conant's "River Day" fit many 
of the categories. Accompanied 

by CRWC outreach coordinator 
ChI'istine Luis-Schultz, who said 
his images of the 1-iver were botl1 
specific to tl1e area but universal 
enougl1 to speak to lovers of any 
river, anywhere. 

It was interesting tllat two 
songwi'iters chose humor to tack­
le one oftl1e more serious aspects 
oftl1e CRWC's mission - restora­
tion of breeding habitats for tl1e 
annual spawning migration of tl1e 
watershed's anadromous fish. As 
river stewards Megan Hearne 
(Connecticut), Andrea Donlon 
(Massachusetts) and David Deen 
(Vermont and New Hampshire) 
acknowledged, fish passage 
facilities have been installed on 
the main stem of the Connecticut 
River, where tlle fish elevator at 
Holyoke and the fish ladder in 
Tmners Falls assist tl1e migrating 
fish. Much of the CRWC's cur­
rent restoration work has been 
focused on removal of dams no 
longer in use on tlle ti'ibutaries 
feeding the Connecticut. More 
than 40 miles of rive1111e breed­
ing habitat have been re-opened 
as a result of tlleir effo1ts. 

Davis Johnson of Monson 
dedicated his song "Close 
Encounters" to Mickey Novae, a 
fI'iend and neigl1bor whose life 
work revolves around 
Connecticut River salmon 
restoration effo1ts. Pe1fo1mance 
histi'ionics helped, but if you lis­
tened to tl1e lyrics you had to 
laugh as Johnson warbled his 
way thI·ough his sati11c tune, 
sharing the expe11ence of a 
salmon lifted over the Holyoke 
Dam in an elevator, milked of its 
roe and tiucked upsti·eam - tl1e 
salmon's Roswell equivalent -
which ended witl1 the line, "close 
encom1ters oftl1e Holyoke kind." 

Russ Thomas also employed 
humor in "Sammy tlle Spawning 

Marshall - whose antics had tlle 
crowd in stitches. Though he 
inti·oduced tl1e song as a se110us 
number celebrating tlle progress 
we've made undoing tlle damage 
wrougl1t by mankind, his tongue­
in-cheek lyrics were clearly 
intended to ente1tain, and tlley 
did! 

The more se110us side of tlle 
CRWC's advocacy mission was 
most apparent in Montague resi-

citizens' advocate. To tllat end, 
they have been tireless in their 
efforts to review environmental 
pennitting, hold 1-ivei· pollutei·s 
accountable, and raise awareness 
of the issues with tl1e1mal dis­
charge from the Ve1mont Yankee 
Nuclear plant. They expect to be 
active dming tlle relicensing of 
hydroelecti'ic projects governed 
by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 

Contest tJJinner and audience javo1ite John Cunie, of Orange. His 
1vinning song, The River, evoked seasonal changes and childhood 

memories along the Connecticut. 

dent Rob Skelton's edgy "Hey 
Beautiful River." He dared to 
mention tlle days when "litter­
bugs ruled and sewage ran free" 
in a fast-paced, complex number 
performed witll his daughter 
Daisy Whitcomb and bass player 
Brian Roderick. He spoke for us 
all in the refrain, ''Hey beautiful 
1-iver, so glad to be yom neigl1-

(FERC). 
Their first Connecticut River 

songwi'iting contest was a rous­
ing success. If you missed tl1e 
fmals, tlley will be aired on 
MCTV, Channel 17. Contact tl1e 
CRWC for more info1mation at 
(413) 772-2020 or visit their 
website www.ctI'iver.org 




