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Pat Carlisle (right) helped Fran Hemond celebrate her 90th birthdqy at Cold 
Brook Farm with a houseful of Jami91 and friends on Sundcry. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH Harold Hemond. She fondly 
MONTAGUE CENTER - On remembers visiting her w1cle, 
Sw1day, the fannhouse at Cold Franklin Field, when the 125-acre 
Brook Fann in Montague was Cold Brook Frum was more vil­
overflowing with friends and lage than fa1m. 
fainily ofFrancis Hemond, in eel- The Field Frum was foWlded 
ebration of her 90th biI1hday. in 1866 by another Franklin 

Mai1y may know Frai1cis as Field, Fran's great grandfather 
the nature lover who keeps read- (the Fields of Leverett ai·e 
ers of the Montague Reporter cousins). The faim had its own 
informed about the comings ai1d steam boat landing on the 
goings of her feathered friends at Collllecticut River, several ha.ins 
the fa1m's 'Breakfast Club' (the and outbuildings, includiI1g a 
feeder outside her kitchen wiI1- commwlity cider mill, with cot­
dow). But there's a lot more to tages housing faim workers and 
Fran. shai·ecroppers. In April of 1904, a 

Fran Hemond caine to live on disastrous fire swept through the 
Cold Brook Fa1m some 17 years faim, wipiI1g out many of the 
ago. She was fo1merly a Field buildings including the main 
before mai1yiI1g her husband, 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
When Pimlie Seai-s was a cllild, 
she used to take a horse and 
wagon down from Thy Hill Road 
to Ray ai1d May Fonntag's gen­
eral store on the town common iI1 
Montague Center, ai1d leave tl1e 
horse hitched by the it-on water 
foW1tain wllile she ran inside to 
shop for pelllly candy. 

"That fountain was tlle center 
of tlle Center of town," Sea1-s 
recalled. "The kids would drink 
from the bubbler. The horses 
would drink from the trough. 
The dogs would drink from tl1e 
rim at the bottom. And in tllose 
days tlle dogs rai1 free. Whoever 
was tllirsty had a drink." 

Sears recalled her Pinto horse, 
Fwy, would refuse to budge for 
home Wltil she gave him a whole 
roll of wild cheny life savers. 
"He'd wash it down with water 

from the trough." 

see HEMOND pg 3 

Those memories caine msh­
ing back tllis week when the 
news caine that the Montague 
Center Water Depaitment voted 
a week ago Tuesday to turn the 
fow1taiI1 - which has been dry 
since tl1e tum of tllis centwy, or 
longer, memories differ on just 
when it was shut off - back on. 

"We had got a couple of calls 
from concerned people asking, 
'What was tlle st01y with the 
water fow1tait1? Why isn't it mn­
ning anymore?'" said water 
commissioner Gaiy Dion. "I 
don't tllink we've had it on for 
seven or eight years. Two yeai-s 
in a row we had a bubbler in 
there, ai1d kids broke it. The bub­
biers cost $40. The last tune, 
when we took it out, there was 
nail polish poured into it, so we 
said, 'Enough is enough. Why 
waste our money?"' 

Indit'ectly, it was Sears who 
had a hai1d iI1 getting tl1e water 

David Brule (left - right) moderated a panel discussion with Elizabeth Perry, Doug Harris, and Jonathan Perry 
at the Great Falls Discovery Center on Thursd~1 September 16th. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREAT FALLS - The Tw11ers 
Falls Airp01t was never men­
tioned. 

Representatives of the 
Wainpanoag Tribe of Gayhead 
(Aquitmah) ai1d the Nanagaiisett 
Indian Tribe, federally recog­
nized tribes based in Mai1ha's 
Vineyard and Rhode Island, 
respectively, journeyed to 
Montague for a pai1el discussion 
with iI1terested residents at the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center on 
Thursday, September 16th. 

The tribes are involved in 
ongoiI1g negotiatio11S with the 
town of Montague, and the 
Federal Aviation Admi1listration, 
over sites at the Twners Falls 
Airport the tribes believe have 
itnpo1tant cultural sigilificance. 
One site has been confomed by 

depa1tment to reconsider and 
restore tl1e foW1tain to life, 
when she organized a small 
faimers market on the 
town common 
Montague Center on 
Monday afternoo11S, when 
folks are iI1 the habit of 
stopping by the 
Montague Center librn1y 
to pick up a new book or 
return a.ii old one. 

"Suzanne Kretzenger, 
Nancy Bailey, Suzalllle Webber, 
they all caine to tlle fa1mers mar­
ket, ai1d it was ve1y hot this sum­
mer, hot and tllirsty. We got to 
talking about that fow1tain," 
Sears recalled, "ai1d Aml Fisk 
caine by one day ... " ai1d soon 
phone calls were being made to 
ask whether the fow1tain could­
n't be twned on again. 

The foW1tain has raised type 
on one surface iI1dicating it was a 
gift to the town from the 

UMass Archaeological Se1vices 
as being 10,000 yeai-s old, one of 
the few paleo-Indian sites of that 
antiquity that has been found 
anywhere iI1 the N011heast. 

Other afrport sites were iI1 the 
process of being iI1vestigated by 
the UMass team, but the 
Wampanoags and the 
Nai1c1gansetts, who have been 
granted consultant status at the 
airpo1t in a government to gov­
ernment relationship spelled out 
under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation 
Act, called a halt to that ai'd1aeo­
logical iI1vestigation until they 
ai·e able to receive positive 
assurances from the town of 
Montague that the sites will be 
pennai1ently prese1ved, ai1d thefr 
access to tl1e sites guai·anteed. 

While that negotiation contin-

Montague 
Grai1ge in 
1915. Lil 

Fiske, of the 
Montague his­
toric society, 
confumed tllis 

fact after con­
sulting the 
records of the 

An iron 
ing fow1-
for man 
d ailimals 

was given 
to the vil­
lage iti 1915 
by the 

Montague 
Grange," she read. 

Fiske added tl1at Alice Fisk 

ues, work on the half folished $5 
million runway replacement 
project, iI1tenupted in October of 
2009 when a subcontrnctor dug a 
trench for electrical conduit at 
the airpo1t in a.ii ai·ea tl1at had not 
been cleai·ed by the Native 
America.ii tribes, is stalled. The 
subcontractor had been told by 
the airport commission not to 
disturb that site, but dug tl1ere 
anyway. This led the airpo1t 
commission to halt all work on 
the project Wltil the matter was 
resolved, ai1d that is where the 
project remains, one yeai· later. 

The selectboard and airpo1t 
commission recently sigi1ed off 
on a draft memorandum of 
unde1-stai1ding to pennanently 
preserve the identified sites, 
which the commission says are 

see TOURISM page 8 

(no relation), who wrote the 
history of tlle Montague Grange, 
noted "The cost of the foW1taiI1 
was $130, and the Grange's 
naine was put on it. And in 1954 
the water fow1tain was repait'ed 
and painted by Leonard 
Wonsey," who worked with the 
water depaitment at tlle titne. 

Dion said, "There's a couple 
of crncks iI1 tlle pipes we can see 
from the outside. That system 

had a.ii overflow, horses used 
to drink out of it. Back in the 

mid 80s, tl1ey needed to strut 
c01iserviI1g water so they elitni­
nated [tlle h01-se trough]." 

Fiske thought the horse 
trough was tw11ed off even eai·li­
er ilia.ii tliat, because kids used to 
splash eve1yone at the Montague 
Old Home Days for fifty feet 
around. Well, it's always been 
the center of tl1e town. 

"We're just waiting for the 
plumber now," said Dion. "We 
hope to have it on for a couple of 
weeks in October. In the spring, 
we're going to tw11 it on ai1d 
leave it on." 
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PETS OF THE WEEK 

Evelyn 
My name is Evelyn and I'm a 

three-year-old American 
Staffordshire terrier in need of a 
good home. I'm a wiggly girl 
who enjoys being around peo­
ple. I enjoy playing with toys 
and loved playing fetch at my 
last home. I even walk really 
nicely on a leash and hardly pull 
at all, and I'm totally house­
trained! I do best with dogs who 
aren't overly hyper and have a 
more calm personality. My fos­
ter mom says I hardly barked at 
all when I was living with her in 
a nice house, and I was very 
friendly with the many new peo­
ple and dogs I met. If you'd like 
to meet me, talk to the staff at 
DPVHS (413-781-4000, spring­
field@dpvhs.org or just stop in) 
and they can aiTange for you to 
meet me. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~oWA 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 
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lEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Let's Go Blue 

Wednesday, October 6th, at 
7:30 pm., at the Leverett 
Libraiy, Bany Oberpriller will 
be the guest speaker at the annu­
al meeting of the Friends of the 
Leverett Libra1y. Bany will 
talk about building his home, 
Casa del Sol, in Leverett, which 
received the 2009 Home of the 
Year Award from ICF 
(Integrated Energy Outlook). 
He will discuss the advantages 
of building o+ energy homes, 

which supply their own energy 
and possibly create surplus ener­
gy for additional uses. "Blue 
goes beyond Green" in temis of 
protecting the environment, 
Obe1priller says. 

This free program is spon­
sored by the Friends of the 
Leverett Libra1y and the 
Leverett Cultural Cotmcil, 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Cotmcil. 

Poetry Open Mic 
On Stmday, September 26th, 

from 3 - 4 p.m., the Leverett 
Libra1y poehy group will 
resume its monthly meetings by 
holding an "Open Mic." 

Anyone interested in reading 
their poetry (maximum of 
seven minutes per person) 
should sign up at the library, or 
by calling us at 413-548-9220. 

Thrive Project Opens Doors in Turners Falls 
BY ANNE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - The Thrive 
Project officially opens its doors 
on Monday, October 4th follow­
ing a four day extravaganza of 
music and comedy, culminating 
in an Open House celebration in 
their new home at 37 Third Street, 
Turners Falls. This newly 
fo1med nonprofit organization 
has been working behind the 
scenes for months gathering vol­
tmteers, raising money, building 
partnerships and spreading the 
word about their Inission - to help 
yotmg adults build lives they find 
meaningfol with the help of tutor­
ing, coaching, apprenticeship, 
artistic engagement and commu­
nity paiticipation. 

Director Jainie Berger believes 
everyone needs a break. He 
attributes his biggest break to the 
luck of his biith - growing up 
with two supportive, Iniddle 
class, educator parents. He 
believes, ''There ai·e ve1y few 
directions to tum for people who 
are just 'getting by,' to find ways 
not only to survive, but to thrive." 
Berger's focus is on yotmg adults, 
ages 18 to 30, who after snug­
gling in high school, find them­
selves stuck in low pay jobs 
instead of building cai·eers. 

Thrive offers a number of reg­
ttlai· se1vices and special offerings 

coordinated by program director 
Liz Gardner. The center will be 
open Monday and Wednesday, 
from 3 - 9 p.m., and from 
Tuesday through Thursday, from 
10 a.m. - 2 p m. 

October proinises a full slate 
of oppo1tunities and progralllS. 
Mondays and Thursdays will reg­
ularly feature Do-It-Yourself 
workshops. The first Monday of 
the month from 7 - 9 p m. you can 
learn how to "Get the Most out of 
Thrive" in an info1mal open ses­
sion that inn·oduces programs, 
opporttmities and Thrive staff, 
and provides the oppo1tunity to 
schedule one-on-one sessions and 
ask questions. College cotmselor 
Sai·ah Hoffinan will be on hand 
Thursday, October 21st from 7:30 
- 9 p m. to review the College 
Application Process for two and 
four year colleges. Monday, 
October 25th from 7 - 9 p.m. 
Sonja and Michael O'Donnell 
offer "Creating Possiblity," a 
workshop to leain about fixed 
and growth mindsets and free 
oneself from self-limiting thought 
patterns. 

For more info about work­
shops, to schedule a consttltation, 
or sign up to voltmteer, you can 
stop by Thrive during open hours. 
Call 413-863-6340 or email 
liz@thethriveproject.org. 
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Dedication at Montague Elementary School 
TURNERS FALLS - The wed­
ding-like appeai·ance of the newly 
lettered signs at the entrances of 
each campus of the Montague 
Elementa1y School on 
Wednesday was by design. 
Festooned in tulle and satin rib­
bon, the decorations were sym­
bolic of the union of the town's 
elementary schools. Principal 
Elizabeth Musgrave welcomed 
fainilies to the ribbon cutting cer-

emony. Following a brief word 
from superintendent Carl Ladd 
about the impo1tance of a unified 
school for all five villages of 
Montague, children were invited 
to start cutting. Numerous and 
enthusiastic voltmteers made 
quick work of the layers of tt1lle 
to reveal the new sign at the 
Hillcrest campus (see above). 

A second ceremony took place 
at the Sheffield campus at 6 p m 

Wendell Seeks Cultural Fundini Proposals 
BY LINDA HICKMAN - The 
Wendell cultural cotmcil seeks 
ftmding proposals for communi­
ty-oriented a1ts, humanities and 
science projects. 

Proposals must be subinitted 
or postmai·ked by October 15th. 

These grants can suppo1t a 
vai'iety of artistic projects and 
activities in Wendell - including 
exhibits, festivals, workshops, 
perfo1mances, and lectt1res. The 
Wendell culttrral cotmcil will also 
ente1tain ftmding proposals from 
schools and youth groups through 
the PASS program, a ticket sub­
sidy program for children. 

The Wendell culttrral council 
is pait of a grass roots network of 
329 local councils that serve 
every city and town in the state. 

This year, the Wendell cultural 
cotmcil will disti·ibute around 
$3,800 in grant ftmds. 

Application follllS and more 
specific guideline info1mation are 
available at the Wendell Free 
Libraiy, the Wendell town hall, 

the Wendell post office, the 
Wendell Depot post office, and 
the Wendell Cotmtiy Store, or on 
the web at www masscultur­
al.org/lcc _public.asp. Call 978-
544-8604 for more info1mation. 

Bio1nass Benefit 
GREENFIELD - Hope and 
Olive's monthly free soup and 
game night will benefit 
Concerned Citizens of Franklin 
County, on Monday, October 4th 
from 5:00 - 8:00 pm., at 44 
Hope Street in Greenfield. 
Desserts, coffee, cider and cock­
tails will be available for sale; 
live music accompanies the 
event. Adinission is free; dona­
tions are greatly appreciated. 
Proceeds from the event will 
support CCFC's effo1t to stop 
the biomass power plant still 
planned for Greenfield. 

on .-frenue A/or Ol'er 10 years 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - September 27th to October 1st 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through Friday at 
Noon. Meal rese1vations must be 
made a day in advance by 11 :00 
A.M. The Meal Site Manager is 
Keny Togneri. All fitness classes 
are suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voltmtaiy donations are accept­
ed. Cotmcil on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. For more infor­
mation, to make meal rese1va­
tions, or to sign up for progralllS 
call 863-9357. Messages can be 
left on our machine when the 
center is not open. Fuel 
Assistance and Recertification 
appointments are available at the 
Senior Center on September 30. 
Please call 863-4500 to make an 
appointment 

Monday, Sept 27th 
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, Sept. 28th 
9:00 am. Walking Group 

10:30 amChairYoga 
12:00 p Ill. Ltmch 
1 :00 p m. Canasta 
Wednesday, Sept. 29th 
10:00 am Senior Aerobics 
12:00 p Ill. Ltmch 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, Sept. 30th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
Fuel Assistance Applications by 
appointment 
12:00 p Ill. Ltmch 
1 :00 p m. Pitch 
Friday, Oct. 1st 
10:00 am Senior Aerobics 
10:45 am Chair Exercise 
12:00 p Ill. Ltmch 
1 :00 p m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and rese1vations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at ( 413) 423-3308. 
Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Sai·acino. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations 24 hours 

in advance. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Flu Clinic 
- Please call the Senior Center 
at 413-423-3308 to find out 
when the next flu clinic will be 
held. 
Monday, Sept. 27th 
9:00 am. Fitness classi 
10:00 am. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 noon Pitch 
Tuesday, Sept. 28th 
9:00 am. Aerobic Classes 
10:15 Brown Bag 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, Sept 29th 
9:00 am. Dance Classes 
10: 15 am Weight Loss Group 
12:30 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, Sept 30th 
9:00 am. Aerobic Classes 
1 :00 p.m. Bowling 
Friday, Oct. 1st 
11 :30 a.m. Out-to-eat - Pizza 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming progralllS. Call the 
Center if you need a ride. 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 10am·10pm 
Fri &Sat 10am-11pm • Sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·neI's Falls 
863-9900 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - On October 1st, there 
will be a Benefit Conce11 for 
Peace Celebrating the 25th 
Anniversary of the New England 
Peace Pagoda .. The program will 
be held at the House Of One 
People, 177 Ripley Road, 
Montague, from 7:30 - 10 pm. 
The conceit will feature musical 
perfo1mance and kiitan with 
Shubalananda and special guests. 

The Peace Pagoda will cele­
brate its 25th Anniversa1y on 
Saturday, October 2nd, at 11 :00 
a.m. at 100 Cave Hill Road in 
Leverett. The event is free and 
open to the public. For more info: 
413-367-2202. 

The Warm Our Seniors Golf 
Tournament will be held at the 
Thomas Memorial Countiy Club 
and the Oak Ridge Countiy Club 
(participants get to decide) on 
Monday, October 4th. The tour­
nament is sponsored by the 
Franklin County she1iff's office 
and the Montague police depart­
ment. Proceeds will help to pro­
vide foe! assistance to TRIAD 
seniors in need. 

This is a four person scramble; 
registration deadline is 
September 27th. For more info, 
contact Ray Zukowski at the 
Montague police depaitment at 
413-863-8911 ext. 203. 

The B1ick House Community 
Center, 78 Thfrd Street, in 
Turners Falls will hold thefr 3rd 
Annual Community potluck 
supper on F1iday, October 1st, 
from 5:30 pm. to 8:00 pm., with 
free food, music, apple cider 
pressing and a marching band. 
Undergrowth Frum from Gill will 
provide a cooking demonstration, 
and organize neighbors to prepare 
potato salad and greens. The 
event features food donated from 
many local restaurants, includmg 
Diemand Farm turkey prepared 
by Holy Smokes BBQ and 1ice 
and beans from Bunito Rojo! 
Donations of cooked food and 
local produce are still being 
accepted. Call the B1ick House at 
413-863-9576 for more details. 

The Gallery at Hallmark, 85 
Avenue A, in Turners Falls is cur-

~ 
rently showing 13 Degrees of 
Separation, a spectacular show of 
images by young people who 
have successfolly ti·ained at the 
premier Hallmark Instih1te of 
Photography here in Turners. 
This is a must see show, with just 
three days left to view it: 
September 24th to 26th from 1 :00 
pm. to 5:00 p.m. 

The Recover Project, a com­
munity open to all concerned 
with alcohol and dmg addiction 
will hold thefr Annual Recove1y 
Jam on September 25th from 
11:30 to 6:00 at the White Eagle 
Polish Picnic Grounds in 
Greenfield.Tickets ai·e $6.00 in 
advance and $10.00 at the door, 
with food included, children 
under 12 free. Pe1fo1mers include 
Jeff Martell, One Night Stand, 
Sue Bassett with the Cooper 
Jones band, Lamie B. and more. 
The Recove1y Jam is a fainily 
fiiendly, dmg and alcohol free 
event. Please call (413) 774-5489 
x 14 for more information. 

The Deerfield Valley Art 
Association, in its mission of 
promoting the arts in the commu­
nity, invites the public to a 
Haivest Moon Jazz Scholarship 
Benefit at Gallery 38, located on 
Avenue A next to the Great Falls 
Discovery Center in Turners Falls 
on Sahirday, September 25th 
from 7:00 pm. to 10:00 pm. 
Headlining the evening is Chai·lie 
Schneeweis, a vocal master of the 
Ame1ican Songbook of jazz clas­
sics and an expressive horn play­
er. The proceeds benefit an art 
scholarship for Turners Falls 
High School and Tech School 
sh1dents; all a1t 20% off at 
Galle1y 38 that evening. 

An all fomihlre tag sale will be 
held on Sahirday, September 25th 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 pm. at 
Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Church, 84 K Sti·eet in Turners 
Falls, Gust up the hill from Food 
City). The event will be held rain 
or shine. For more info, contact 
Shirley Webb at 413-773-7202. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague­
ma.net 
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Athol Murder 24th Domestic Violence Homicide in Massachusetts in 2010 
The murder of Joanne 

Johnson of Athol over the week­
end of September 11th is the 
24th incident of domestic vio­
lence related homicide in 
Massachusetts since Januaiy 1st 
of this year, according to the 
New England Leaining Center 
for Women in Transition. 

"We are deeply saddened to 
learn of what appears to be 
another tragic domestic violence 
homicide, this time in our own 
community. Our thoughts ai·e 
with Joaillle Johnson's fiiends 
and family during this difficult 
time," said NELCWIT's execu­
tive director Sai·ah Dudzic. 

This incident is a startling 

HEMOND from page 1 
farmhouse. It sta1ted in a barn, 
where Fran's grandfather Fred 
was thawing a frozen pipe by 
lantern light. He left to fetch a 
needed tool, and when he 
rehuned, the bain was engulfed 
in flame. 

Her grandfather had the 
sawmill and cider mill rebuilt by 
At1eaust, and the Fields became 
major suppo1ters of the 
Montague Center fire depaitment 
ever after. 

Cold Brook pond's water­
wheel powered the cider Inill, and 
a sawmill as well, where the fam­
ily sawed out lumber for rebuild­
ing. The frum also generated its 
own electiicity with a hydro plant 
at the millpond, long before sur­
roundmg towns were electiified. 

The main faimhouse had 20 
rooms, and many were devoted to 
housing wealthy city people who 
came to spend idyllic stunmers 
on the working faim in the 1880s 
and beyond. In 1900, a New York 
City doctor stunme1ing there took 
out her uncle Franklin's burst 
appendix on the kitchen table. 
Franklin lived to inhe1it the faim. 

The stunmer was less than 
idyllic for the family and fa1m 
workers. The guest rooms needed 
daily cleaning; chamber pots 
required daily emptying. 
Cooking took place on a wood 
fired kitchen stove on the hottest 
of days. In cate1ing to the city 
vacationer's wants and needs, 
fa1m workers took vacationers 
for buggy 1ides, includmg nips 
up Motmt Toby, while the fa1m 
continued producing milk for the 
farm's da.iiy route, raising beef 

reminder that domestic violence 
can affect any one of our friends, 
fainily members, neighbors, and 
co-workers. Ma1y Lauby, exec­
utive director of Jane Doe Inc, 
stated that Johnson's murder is 
" ... an urgent call for people to 
recognize that domestic violence 
homicides ai·e by and large pre­
dictable and therefore preventa­
ble with approp1iate action." 

Connecting with a domestic 
violence program is one of the 
greatest protective factors for 
victims of domestic violence and 
preventing domestic violence 
homicide. If you are concerned 
about someone you know and 
you aren't sure how to help, call 

cattle and hogs, growing tobacco, 
pressing cider, and raising pro­
duce, including aspai·agus, to ship 
to Boston markets. 

At the cider mill, wagons 
loaded down with apples pulled 
up at a ground level commercial 
scale, and were weighed to deter­
mine chai·ges. 

The late John Bitzer, who 
worked on the faim for 30 years, 
said wagons loaded with apples 
used to back up on the drive all 
the way to Greenfield Road. 

Many yeai·s after Cold Brook 
was no longer a working farm, 
Francis, her husband Hai·old, and 
other relatives were able to sal­
vage the faim and about 20 acres 
of the 01iginal 125, after a rela­
tive-by-maniage got conti·ol of 
the farm, sold off choice land and 
was about to sell off the entire 
estate. Now, the frum continues in 
production, as Fran rents the 
main fields and keeps an active 
greenhouse, along with bluebeny 
and red and yellow raspbeny 
patches. She is a regulai· at the 
Wednesday afternoon farmers 
market in Tmners Falls. 

My family sharecropped 
onions on Cold Brook Frum in 
the 1920s, before I was born, as 

NELCWIT's free and confiden­
tial hotline at 888-249-0906 or 
413-772-0806. You can also 
learn more about the issue and 
other resources at www.nel­
cwit.org and www.janedoe.org. 

Dudzic underscored the 
impo1tance of reaching out for 
help and info1mation. She said, 
"Leaving an abusive or conti·ol­
ling relationship is a particularly 
dangerous time for victims, so 
we're there to provide support 
and help people consider their 
options. No one deserves to be in 
an unsafe or abusive relation­
ship, and it's our collective 
responsibility to help stop the 
violence." 

recounted in the memoir Jep t 
Place. When reseai·ching Cold 
Brook Faim's histo1y for an arti­
cle for the Franklin Magazine of 
the Springfield Republican, I had 
the pleasure of meeting Francis' 
atmts Rebecca, who lived to be 
97, and Alma who lived to be 
104. Francis has two sons, five 
grandsons and two granddaugh­
ters. They were all present on 
Stmday, from as far away as 
England and Turkey, except for 
two grandchildren on the West 
Coast and one who was away on 
a research project. 

Pat Carlisle, who keeps 
Montague Reporter readers 
informed of eagle nest doings 
each winter on Ba1ton Cove, also 
celebrated her 70th birthday on 
Sunday. She and Montague 
Center's Carol Dwyer helped 
organize the pa1ty for Fran, and 
make the day a memorable one. 

Fran looks fo1wai·d to cele­
brating her 104th biithday with 
family and fiiends, just as her 
atmt Alma did. 

"If you live long enough," 
Fran said, ''you see a lot of big 
changes. And if you're 
lucky enough, you make a ll■I 
lot of friends." Ill~ 
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SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 
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I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

,s Main Street, Montague 
1-1,-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter-9.com 

WHoLE·~~- : 

ROOFI~G~ 

CALL Loc.u CONTllACTOR 
. 3~ YEARS EXl'EllJ,ENCE 

.DON OGDEN REPAIRS; R~·ROOFING; SLATE' WORK; 
• GlITTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 1 

1'••Lmaoship guaranteed,. ;e,ere~. 
.<I.Ii a6owt ••r S..J. -~ Special! 

413-367-9352 • lionoak@ginail.c_om 

,,;.J:..; .,.;.:, Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Stri:e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 



4 

Editor 
David Detmold 

Layout & Design 
Claudia Wells 

Photography 
Claudia Wells 
Joe Parzych 
Shawn Woolsey 

Boys.en Hodgson 
Katren Hoyden 

Editorial Assistants 
Hugh Corr 

Karen Wilkinson 
Suzette Snow Cobb 

David Brule 
"Tlte Voiee oftlte Villages" Don Clegg 

1'1Nllllllbd 
~ 

Michael Ml.lier 
Circulation 
Janel Nockelby 

Founded by 
Arthur Evans Harry Brandt David Detmold 

August, 2002 

Goodbye Food City? 
BYAL NORMAN 
GREENFIELD - Imagine for a 
moment that Turners Falls has no 
downtown grocery store. Food 
City has closed, and its 28,000 
square foot building sits empty. 
People in Montague have no 
major grocery store to walk to. 
Their only option is to drive to the 
Wal-Mart or the Stop & Shop on 
the French King Highway in 
Greenfield. 

This is not a far·-fetched sce­
nario. A Connecticut developer 
has proposed a 135,000 squai·e 
foot retail store on the edge of 
Route 2A. Although the develop­
er has not named his tenant, 
opponents have called it for what 
it is: a Wal-Mart superstore. 

This store will include a gro­
cery store in the range of 35,000 
to 50,000 square feet. By compar­
ison, Stop & Shop, a quarter of a 
mile away, is 61 ,000 squai·e feet. 

Ironically, the owner of Food 
City paid $1 million to buy the 
Food City building last year from 
the Mackin Company, which also 
owns the French King land that 
Wal-Mart covets. 

Residents in Greenfield 
believe that a Wal-Mart with a 
grocery store will have a severe 
impact on existing grocers. That 
conclusion is backed up by a 
study conducted by The 
VanDeMark & Group, a consult­
ing fom from Windsor, CT. 
According to VanDeMar·k's 
analysis of the greater Greenfield 
trade ar·ea, "the addition of a Wal­
Mart supercenter will place the 
cmTent supeimar·ket retailers in 
the position of potentially closing 
stores due to increasing pressme 
in a satmated mar·ket, creating a 
lack of positive productivity and 
potential store closings." 

VarilleMark looked at three 
criteria to determine if a mar·ket 
area is satmated: productivity per 
square foot of sales ar·ea for the 
mar·ket area, the nmnber of square 
foot of supermarket sales per cus­
tomer, and the nmnbei· of cus­
tomers per store. Based on these 
criteria, VanDeMark examined 
the sales data for eight major 
supermarkets, including Big Y, 
Stop & Shop, Fostei·s and Food 
City. 

The Montague Food City has a 
weekly sales volume of$110,000 
per week, or roughly $5.7 million 
in sales per year. That compares 

to $28.7 million at Big Y, and $30 
million at Stop & Shop. Although 
Food City does not generate the 
sales volume of its larger com­
petitors in Greenfield, the Tm11ers 
store is critical as the only walka­
ble grocery store in the town. 

Food City spends staff time 
every week going out and collect­
ing its shopping ca.its that have 
been taken beyond the parking lot 
by shoppers who have walked to 
the store and pushed the carts 
home. This is part of doing busi­
ness in a commmrity where many 
ofyom customers are not using a 
car· to get to yom store. All these 
consmners could lose the one 
grocery store they have if Food 
City does not smvive. 

Surprisingly, the town of 
Montague has said notlring over 
the past three years since tl1e Wal­
Mart project first surfaced in 
Greenfield. At the September 
Greenfield planning board heai·­
ing, only Greenfield residents 
spoke. 

Also missing in action is the 
Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments, which is supposed 
to function as tl1e regional plan­
rring agency for Franklin County. 
The only time the FRCOG 
addressed the issue of a big box 
store on the French King 
Highway was on February 8th, 
2007, when tl1e agency submitted 
a letter to the state Environmental 
Protection Act office. The 
FRCOG focused mainly on 
issues like st01mwater manage­
ment and traffic. They proposed, 
for example, that the developer 
build a round-about at the drive­
way entrance into the store, 
instead of installing ar1other traf­
fic light on Route 2. 

The FRCOG reminded the 
developer that tlris project is in a 
special "Corridor Overlay 
District" that was designed to 
"create attractive entryways" into 
Greenfield. But otl1er than tl1at 
one letter, the FRCOG has not 
been heai·d from over tl1e past 
three years. The town of 
Montague has never testified at 
ar1y hear'ings on tlris project. 

This proposed Wal-Mart 
superstore is clearly a regional 
retail project. If tl1e store opened 
with a sign which read: "For 
Greenfield Residents Only," the 

see FOOD CITY pg 5 
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Buying votes in Afghanistan's 
Kunduz Province eost $1 S eaeh for last week's 
parliamentary election. Down here in Kandahar, 

votes went for as little as $1 a pieee, 
a mueh better deal. 
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The New York Times reports spendingfar the midterm elections in the United States in November 
is on pace to exceed the record shatte1ing 2008 presidential election. But 1vith the relaxing of campaign 
finance regulations after the Supreme Cou1t's 5-4 Citizen's United decision in January, less than one 

third of groups spending campaign dollars are non; disclosing tJJho their donors are. 

LETTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Putting Montague on the Map 
I just want to take a moment 

to congratulate and thank Mik 
Muller and all the people who 
worked so hard on the classy 
Soap Box Derby Event of tlris 
past weekend. Everything 
about it was great fun, and 
delightful to all present. From 
my hillside perspective, the 
event was meticulously 
planned, well-executed and a 
huge success. I hope the 
fundraising for the MCTV radio 

station was productive as well. 
These kinds of broad appeal 

events are making our town 
establish a presence on the map. 
With all the other exciting 
events and projects in the early 
planning phases, I tlrink we are 
seeing the emergence of a new 
Western Mass playground, that 
has a broad marketing appeal 
for all the stressed-out city 
dwellers in the eastern part of 
the state. 

Personally, I love the idea of 
living in a classy little tomist 
town, one with great jobs based 
on bringing fun, cultural shar·­
ing and joy to ourselves and 
our visitors. Now for the Ste. 
Anne's Performing Arts Center 
and the International Canoe 
Races. Onward! 

- Rachel Roy 
Turners Falls 

The New Improved FRTA 
What a difference a year 

makes! In August 2009, the 
Franklin Regional Transit 
Authority enacted several 
changes, including a complete 
elimination of transfers, as well 
as deep reductions in northeast 
Greenfield (Franklin Medical 
Center, Stop & Shop) and 
Tm11ers Falls coverage. 

In response to these dracon­
ian adjustments, I joined other 
riders in angrily protesting the 
schedule changes and loss of 

transfers on the Greenfield com­
mon one afternoon in September 
2009. We wrote letters to the 
local papers. 

This seemed to work - but 
only a little bit - as the FRTA 
immediately backed down to 
allow the Greenfield-Athol bus 
(Route 31) to resume stopping 
in Turners Falls. The other 
changes stayed in place, until 
now. Following the installation 
of new electronic fare boxes, the 
FRTA reinstated free transfers 

@J.e fflontagu.e 31\.eport.er 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

We Welcome Your Letters! 

Tell your friends! 

E Finduson 

Facebook I 
www.facebook.com/The-

Montague-Reporter. 

on September I st. 
In fact, there is more cover­

age now than before, with trans­
fers for routes that previously 
were not included, and the word 
is that transfers might get 
extended to other cooperating 
transit authorities, winch might 
help Franklin County folks trav­
el to places like Holyoke, 
Northampton, and 
Amherst/Umass - and help 
Hampden and Hampshire 

see FRTA pg 5 

'Qtb.e fflontagu.e 3&.eport.er 
features selected articles 

online at 
montaguereporter.blogspotcom. 

Donate now with .. 

PayPal· 
Now you can make a donation to the 

Montague Reporter, buy a subscription, or pay 
for an ad using a credit card. Go to monta­
guereporter.blogspot.com to use Paypal. 

We' re still glad to receive checks mailed to 
58 4th St., Turners Falls, MA 01376. 
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CUEST EDITORIAL Focus on Long Term Budget Stability for the G-M Schools November dist11ct meeting. Then 
state fiscal conti·ol will end. In the 
meantime, let's keep our eye on 
the ball and focus on our long 
te1m planning efforts. In the 
process we should come up with 
something creative to spend stim­
ulus money on that will not exac­
erbate our structural budget prob­
lems. 

BY JEFF SINGLETON 
MONTAGUE - Recent press 
coverage of how the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
District (GMRSD) should use 
approximately $280,000 in new 
federal stimulus funds has creat­
ed the misleading impression that 
the state Department of 
Elementa1y and Seconda1y 
Education (DESE) is throwing its 
weight around, imposing a policy 
on us. This spin on the situation 
was apparently a byproduct of the 
fuJStration expressed by the Gill­
Montague superintendent Carl 
Ladd at the most recent GMRSD 
school committee meeting (MR 
VIII #45: DESE Asse1ts Control 
over How New Federal Funds 
Will Be Spent). 

Superintendent Ladd seemed 
to be upset that DESE had reject-

FOOD CITY from page 4 
facility would close within six 
months. This store needs shop­
pers from Montague, Deerfield, 
and the West County. Most 
other towns in Franklin County 
will shop at the Wal-Ma1ts in 
Hinsdale, Orange, or 
Hadley IN orthampton. 

This is a central county pro­
posal, located on Route 2A. The 
town of Greenfield needs 
Montague residents to leave 
town and spend their dollars in 
Greenfield. Yet they have not 
reached out to the FRCOG or 
Montague to ask them to com­
ment on the project's impact. 

There is only one simple 
explanation for the FRCOG's 
silence. The FRCOG relies on 
Greenfield for a major portion 
of its yearly operating rev­
enues. If Greenfield ever with­
drew financially from the 
FRCOG, it would cause major 
staff reductions. So the FR COG 
is really the political and fman­
cial captive of Greenfield, and 
the FRCOG speaks out against 
Greenfield's interests at its own 
fmancial peril. 

However, this project will 
clearly have a negative fman­
cial impact on Turners Falls, 
and the shoppers and retail 
employees in Montague. As for 
the town of Montague, there is 
no explanation for their absence 
in this process, except the 
provincial notion that each 
town in Franklin Cotmty is an 
island, and if a regional project 
is not within your borders, you 

ed several options for use of stim­
uhJS funds, perhaps including the 
option he favored, using the 
funds to buy down health insur­
ance benefits for cmrent employ­
ees, thereby, Ladd said, "retain­
ing employees." In the process, 
Ladd expressed negative feelings 
about cmrent state fiscal control 
of our school district. 

First of all, stimulus funds are 
federal grants channeled through 
the state. One would ce1tainly 
expect, even hope, that federal 
and state officials would have a 
say in how the money is spent. 

Secondly, the school commit­
tee and district leadership had not 
yet made any decision on the use 
of stimulus funds, so there was 
nothing for the state to overturn. 

Third, I happen to believe the 
DESE officials were con-ect in 

mind your own business. 
At the first Gre.enfield plan­

ning board hearing on the Wal­
Mart plan in September, 
Greenfield residents were 
allowed to speak first, and 
"other towns" had to wait to 
speak tmtil all Greenfield resi­
dents had testified. This is the 
symbolic state of regional plan­
ning in the cotmty. The contro­
versy over the regional biomass 
project in Greenfield raised the 
same dynamics: the project was 
viewed as Greenfield's to 
decide, and other towns were 
neither encouraged, nor wel­
comed, to join the discussion. 

The next hearing of the 
French King Wal-Mart takes 
place on Thursday, October 7th 
at 7 p m. in the Gre.enfield 
Middle School. Montague resi­
dents who don't want to see 
their limited retail job base can­
nibalized by Greenfield should 
plan on testifying at this hear­
ing. The Montague selectboard 
should at least submit a state­
ment of concern as well, joined 
by the Franklin Regional 
Cotmcil of Governments. 

If Greenfield wants your 
shopping dollars - they should 
be willing to put up with your 
opinions as well. 

Al Norman is a Greenfield 
resident who has fought big box 
sprawl for the past 18 years. 
His website is sprawl­
busters.com. 

n 

rejecting the two main options -
using the money to lower town 
assessments or to build up the 
regular school operating budget 
( only to be cut again in the next 
two years). Both options were 
probably inconsistent with the 
goals of the federal law. 

On the other hand, I do not 
happen to agree with DESE that 
the district should tJSe stimuhJS 
funds primarily for technology 
and books, options that do not 
seem ve1y stimulating to me. But 
I stJSpect there can be fuither dis­
cussion of this issue. 

No doubt quite a few people in 
and around the school district 
oppose cunent state fiscal con­
trol. But the reason for this reali­
ty is that we need to insure that 
the state joins us in developing a 
long-te1m plan for GMRSD fis-

FRTA from page 4 
Cotmty folks travel up here. Also 
the new fare boxes allow for 
magnetic passes (instead of the 
old paper ones) that can even 
register credits for change. 

There are only a couple of 
things left for the FRTA to do to 
improve service: see about 
resuming Saturday scheduling, 
and figure out how to display 
bus route information on parked 
buses during the 5 - 10 minutes 
before they sta1t their scheduled 
mns. And of course, the FRTA is 
cmrently engaged in all the little 
details of building and imple­
menting the new multi-modal 
transpo1t station on Olive Street 
in Greenfield. 

What a difference a year can 
make. I love the bus se1vice this 
year, and will be riding the local 
buses more often, and urging 
others to tiy out the FRTA. 

- John Furbish 
Turners Falls 

n 
EXCAVATING 
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Loam - Tree Wo1k 
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413-863-3652 
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240GREENFIELD ROAD• MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY.COM 

Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

cal stability, a goal the school 
committee has repeatedly 
endorsed. Those who complain 
about state control have failed to 
come up with an alternative sti·at­
egy to make such a plan a reality. 
Rather, there has been much 
complaining about the fact that 
the state has not been doing 
enough in its cun-ent oversight 
capacity. Now it appears the state 
is doing too much. 

Hopefully we will make suffi­
cient progress in our planning 
effo1ts so the towns can approve 
a GMRSD budget at the 

Jeff Singleton is a member of 
the Gill Montague school com­
mittee. The views expressed here 
are his own, and do not necessar­
ily reflect those of any other 
member of the school committee. 

Get Ready for the 141h Source to Sea Cleanup 
BYBETHBAZLER 
GREAT FALLS - Are you look­
ing for an enjoyable way to spend 
time outside, while really making 
a difference? How about pitching 
in for the 14th Annual Source-to­
Sea Cleanup on Saturday, 
October 2nd? All you need is a 
willingness to get your hands a 
little dirty and a desire to help 
keep our watershed clean and 
beautiful. 

For the last 13 years, school 
groups, scout ti·oops, business 
groups, individuals, and families 
have come together to clean up 
ti·ash from the 11ver's banks and 
waters. Volunteers for the 
Montague-Gill section will meet 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center in Turners Falls 
to register, snag an Adams dough­
nut, and pick up gloves, trash 
bags, and perhaps other equip­
ment before heading out to their 
assigned sites. Arotmd noon, the 
crews will return to the Discove1y 
Center to repo1t what they 
cleaned up and swap sto11es about 
the largest, grossest, or weirdest 

stuff they found. From 10:00 am 
until around 3:00 pm., a separate 
crew of ti·ash haulers will make a 
circuit to all the sites to load up 
and remove the ti·ash to the trans­
fer station. 

Some delightful ti·aditions 
reward the altruism: the 
No1thfield-Motmt Hermon 
School Outdoor Team turns up 
with whoopee pies eve1y year, the 
Rendezvous offers post-cleanup 
snacks, and becatJSe they work 
later in the day, battlers get to 
enjoy a lunch generously provid­
ed by the Wagon Wheel 
Restaurant. 

If you wottld like to be pait of 
either phase of the clean-up, 
please call the No1thfield 
Motmtain Recreation and 
Environmental Center (800-859-
2960) for the Gill-Montague sec­
tion. Tmck haulers especially ai·e 
still needed. For elsewhere in the 
watershed, call the Connecticut 
River Watershed Cotmcil ( 413-
772-2020, ext. 201) or email 
cleanup@ct11ver.org. 

~t clear Choi 
4.0 b ~~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-43 J 8 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 0714 I 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

' 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

C;:J 
CHEVROLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

:• LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVERTED TO DVD, 

VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 



6 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER September 23, 2010 

NOTES FROM MONTAGUE SHECTBOARD Allen Green Communities Grant 
Town planner Walter 

Town Hall to Remain on Four Day Work Week 
Selectboard member Mark 

Fairbrother said, "I've never par­
ticularly liked being closed on 
Friday, pa1ticularly when we 
have a Monday holiday - now 
you have a three day work 
week." But he went along with 
the motion. 

Ramsey told the board 
the$154,949 grant Montague 
received from the Department 
of Energy Resources for quali­
fying as a Green Commtmity 
earlier this year will be applied 
to buying down the energy per­
formance contract with Siemens 
Building Technologies, the 
energy services company work­
ing to install a fuel efficient gas 
boiler in town hall, among other 
projects that may eventually be 
accomplished to reduce energy 
use in town buildings. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - A 
large contingent of town hall 
workers showed up at the select­
board meeting on September 
20th in suppo1t of continuing the 
four-day work week at town hall. 

The workers in town hall have 
been on a four-day work week 
since At1eoUSt of 2008, as an ener­
gy saving measure and in order to 
provide service to the public after 
5 pm., Mondays through 
Thursdays, according to town 
administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio. 

'The se1vice pa1t is the most 
important reason to continue 
this," said Abbondanzio, who 
added the move to four longer 
days seemed to have increased 
productivity among the workers, 
many of whom work right 
through their half hour ltmch 
break. He said closing town hall 
on Fridays allowed the town to 
save about 10% of the total ener­
gy costs of nmning town hall. 

"It provides a higher level of 
service to the public at no higher 
cost," said Abbondanzio. "A lot 
of the public can't come in until 
after they get out of work." 

Town hall is now open 8:30 -
5:30 on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Thursdays, and stays open tmtil 
6:30 on Wednesdays. 

Abbondanzio said, "There are 
a lot of people, retirees for exam­
ple, who would like to return to a 
five day week, but it would con­
stitute a reduction in se1vice for a 
majority of people." 

Fo1mer highway superinten­
dent Joe Janikas, reached by 
phone after the meeting, said he 
recalled, "Initially, when the four 
day work week was instituted, I 
remember asking how energy 
costs would be saved by closing 
on Fridays, and they said energy 
costs are not an issue. How did 
they become an issue now? 

"I have personally gone over 
to town hall on a Friday when it 
was closed, and I know others 
who have gone there on Fridays 
too. Have cotmts actually been 
taken of people coming in after 
5 :00? I doubt it. Are they tracking 
this? 

"Beyond that, there is an issue 
of people getting extra holiday 
pay. They have several paid holi­
days a year. Previously, when 
there was a holiday, they got paid 
for 7 hours, now they get paid for 
more than that. How does that 
lead to increased productivity? 
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7th Annual 
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"Bottom line," Janikas said, 
"the selectboard, in their generos­
ity, have given a fringe benefit 
that was never negotiated by con­
tract, what amotmts to a raise 
when eve1ybody else arotmd here 
is getting cut in hours and 
salary." 

At the meeting on Monday, 
Abbondanzio acknowledged 
advantages to town hall employ­
ees of the four-day work week, 
including being able to make per­
sonal appointments on Friday 
and not having to pay for gas to 
and from work on the fifth work 
day. 

"It's a morale booster," he 
said. "After a big cutback on 
health insurance," when town 
meeting voted to reduce the 
town's share of employee health 
plans in May of 2008 from 90% 
to 80%, over two years, with an 
accompanying buy-out package, 
"the town is not able to do any­
thing much in the way of raises at 
the moment." 

Selectboard chair Pat Allen 
supported extending the four day 
work week for another year, as 
did her colleagues, but she said, 
"I am also thinking about tmion 
employees who don't get a four 
day work week," such as employ­
ees working for the library, or the 
wastewater treatment plant. "I 
kind of get the sense that one day 
does not equal one day when you 
look at the tmion contract," said 

Chris Boutwell said, "I know 
there's a lot of the general public 
that's not happy that we're not 
open Fridays, but with the budget 
the way it is, I'll go with it for 
now." 

Tom Bergeron, superintendent 
of the DPW, said his depaitment 
would continue working a four 
day week, from mid-April 
through Thanksgiving, when 
sho1ter daylight hours and the 
need to get a jump on snow and 
ice before school buses and com­
muters head out make it sensible 
for the depa1tment to switch back 
to a five day week. 

Bergeron said with a fifteen 
minute trip for his crew to reach 
many paits of town, the four day 
work week in spring, summer 
and fall allowed the department 
to get more projects completed in 
one day, without repeated trips 
back and forth to the DPW 
gai·age. "We strut at 6:00 am A 
lot of contractors start at 6:00 or 
7:00 am. Constmction sta1ts 
eai·ly in the day." 

Greg Gaudry said, "A majori­
ty vote of the tmion suppo1ts the 
four day work week," at the 
DPW. 

"It works for us," said 
Bergeron. 

Originally, the DOER grant 
was intended to help pay for a 
fine bubble aeration system at 
the wastewater treatment plant, 
but Abbondanzio said it was 
dive1ted to buy down the per­
formance contract when the 
town realized the total cost of 
installing the energy saving sys­
tem at the wastewater treatment 
plant would amount to 
$535,000. 

Ramsey recommended, and 
the board approved, the appoint­
ment of Frederic Bowman to fill 
out a one-year vacancy on the 
planning board. Bowman is a 
resident of Fairview Avenue, a 
former member of the Erving 
planning board, worked on 
developing the zoning bylaws of 
that town, and was a former 
Strathmore worker who "has 
good ideas for redeveloping the 
Strathmore Mill," Ramsey said. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG ■· for assault and battery. 

Hit and Run, Illegal Dumping, Car vs. Deer ~:V:!ne 

Tuaday, 9 /14 Investigated. of property damage, operating 
10:30 p.m. Loud noise dis- 3:18 pm. Assault on Third to endanger, and driving 
turbance on Fourth Street. Street. Advised of options. under the influence. 
Investigated. 5:1 I pm. Warrant arrest on 4:44 p.m. Loud noise dist:ur-
Thunday, 9/16 L Street of bance on Eleventh Street. 
Juvenile assault on Second 
Street. Report taken. 
9:31 a.m. Initiated warrant 
arrest at Equi' s Candy Store 
at 125 Avenue A. Unable to 
locate. 

7:45 p.m. Fight on Fifth 
Street. Area search negative. 
7:48 p.m. Domestic distur­
bance on Avenue A. Peace 
restored. 

Friday, 9/17 
1:18 a.m. Loud noise distur­
bance on East Main Street in 
Millers Falls. Peace restored. 
1:23 p.m. Illegal dumping on 
First Light Power property 
on Migratory Way. 

a default warrant. 

8:04 pm. Loud noise distur­
bance at Bwnto Rojo on 
Third Street. Peace restored. 
10:23 p.m. Disorderly con­
duct at Turners Falls High 
School. Peace restored. 
10:57 p.m. Domestic distur­
bance on Millers Falls Road. 
Peace restored. 

11:22 p.m. Loud noise dis­
turbance at the Millers Pub in 
Millers Falls. Services ren­
dered. 
Satwday, 9/18 
I :06 a m. Arrest o 

Investigated. 

7:50 p.m. Arrest or. 

for disorder­
ly conduct, disturbing the 
peace, assault and battery on a 
police officer, and burning 
personal property. 
Sunday, 9/19 
9:27 aJn. Fight at Fourth and 
L streets. Services rendered. 
9:51 aJn. Hit and nm acci-

dent on Park Street. Services 

domestic assault and domestic 

6:55 p.m. Threatening harass­
ment on Fourth Street. Peace 
restored. 

I I :05 p nL Loud noise dis­
turbance on Fourth Street. 
Investigated. 
I I :28 p nL Arrest o 

improper person to operate a 
motor vehicle. 
Monday,9/W 
5:14 p.m. Disorderly conduct 
at Unity Park. Services ren­
dered. 

7:13 p.m. Disorderly conduct 
at Unity Park. Services ren­
dered. 
Tuaday, 9/21 
8:34 a.m. Car vs. deer acci­

dent on Turners Falls Road 
near Environmental Police 
Officer station. Services ren­
dered. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PhD & Paal Wlldroa 

Jlalllnn Bulldlng & Remodelng 
A Name You Can Trus~ 

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows 
Additions, New Construction 413-422·2252 Phil 
S~e~tro1~. Painting ft Nore.. 413-834·0534 Pau\ 

Fully Insured, CS #088999 & HIC 145293 

Fr~ Est\mates ft Reasonable Rates 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Baseball & Softball Supplies 
• Fishing & Hunting Licences 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

. "W' o,i(1r,,i115 
OMEMADE 

CE CREAM 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
Route 2, GIii • 413-863-821 O 

moo 
We Speaalize In Impossible Deadf,nesJ 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774-3SOO I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and online services: 

copycatprintshop.com •' 
UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY 

OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 



September 23 2010 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Playgrounds & Parklands 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
When it moved to its new loca­
tion, the Wendell Free Library 
inherited the playground that sat 
behind the former town office 
building. Now the playground 
equipment poses liability prob­
lems for the town, and the ques­
tion of who is responsible for 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
playground remains to be 
answered. 

On September 25th, Bob 
Marinelli, representing the 
Massachusetts lnterlocal 
Insurance Association (MIIA) 
met the selectboard along with 
librarian Rose Heidkamp, six 
members of the libraiy tmstees, 
and highway commission chair 
Hany Williston to discuss issues 
with the playground on the 
library grounds. 

Marinelli had looked over the 
playground before the meeting, 
and he said he considered the 
playground's fire tmck climbing 
stmcture a life threatening haz­
ard. He said the climbing stmc­
ture presented a "torso entrap­
ment hazard for smaller children 
and a head entrapment hazard for 
larger chilch·en." 

Moreover, Marinelli said the 
sliding poles at the playground 
are located too close to the climb­
ing frame, and they are too tall. 
He said the slide and the swing 
set have overlapping use zones. 
Ideally, the swing set needs more 
room: two times its height in both 
directions the swings move. 

Marinelli noted that the slide 
platform is canted to one side. 
The slide itself has protmding 
bolts that can catch loose cloth­
ing. Overhanging tree limbs 
might tempt children into danger­
ous, daring behavior, he said. 
Also, the metal slide is prone to 
get extremely hot when the stm 
shines directly onto it. 

Added to the list of problems, 
Marinelli said wood chips on the 
grotmd to soften the impact of 
falling chilch·en are spread too 
thinly, and should ideally be 
added to with double chipped, 
engineered chips that allow for 
wheelchair use, to confo1m with 
handicap accessibility standards. 

Williston smiled and strggest­
ed the highway department could 
supply the chips, if the town 
owned a chipper. 

Overall, Marinelli said he was 
not shocked by the condition of 

the playground, and the only rec­
ommendation he considered of 
pressing concern was to remove 
the fire tmck climbing frame, 
which had outlived its usefol life. 

Williston said that the road 
crew could remove it. 

Heidkamp sought to resolve 
the lingering question of which 
town department or personnel 
should be responsible for main­
taining the playground. 
Selectboard member Dan Keller 
said the town, not the library 
trustees, would get sued in the 
event of a liability claim, and the 
town budget has a line item for 
property maintenance, which 
could pay for more wood chips. 

Board chair Christine Heard 
said in the past the road crew had 
maintained the playgrotmd. 

Heidkamp said libra1y custo­
dian Dennis Hudson could 
reverse or replace the protruding 
bolts on the slide, and restore the 
platfo1m to level. 

Tmstee Kathleen Swain said, 
"I might be extravagant, but I 
would like to replace eve1ything 
with a modem approved play 
str11cture." 

Marinelli said a simple new 
playground might cost $25,000, 
plus about the same for installa­
tion; installation by volunteers 
would void the guarantee. 

Heard said parents had 
ftmdraised and gotten grants for a 
new play structure at the Swift 
River School; the town might be 
able to get matching grants for 
the center playgrmmd. 

Alch'ich mentioned a large tr·ee 
in the playgrotmd with a hollow 
center. 

Keller said during constr11c­
tion of the new library the select­
board recommended removing 
that tr·ee, but there were objec­
tions. The tree was left standing. 

Hear·d strggested having a tr·ee 
expert look at all the tr·ees in the 
playground, and the other board 
members concuffed. 

Heidkamp summarized the 
quick fixes for fall: the highway 
crew will remove the fire t:111ck 
climbing frame, and the library 
custodian will repair the slide; the 
selectboar·d will have wood chips 
added at town expense. 

The libraiy tmstees will fo1m 
a committee to develop a master 
plan for dealing with the play­
grotmd going fo1war·d. 

Marinelli confirmed the 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

town's liability is limited because 
the playground is tmderstood to 
be used with adult supervision, 
and said the MIIA may provide 
signs defirring mies and responsi­
bilities at the playgrmmd. 

New Appointments 
As the September 25th meet­

ing got tmder way, school com­
mittee members Ray DiDonato 
and Kevin Skompa intr·oduced 
Johanna Ba1tlett, who recently 
retired from teaching high school 
English, moved to Wendell, and 
is ready to serve on the school 
committee. Bartlett was appoint­
ed by the selectboar·d to fill an 
tmexpired term that will last tmtil 
the May elections, when she will 
have to mn for office if she wants 
to continue serving. 

Town coordinator Nancy 
Alch'ich reported that Union 28 
business manager Char·lie Paulin 
is retir'ing at the end of October. 
A search committee is fo1ming, 
with representation from each of 
the Union 28 member towns, to 
hire a replacement for Paulin. 
Selectboard chair Christine 
Hear·d agreed to be a member of 
that search committee. 

Assessors Ted Lewis and 
Stephen Broll came in with Chr'is 
Wings, who has agreed to fill the 
empty seat on the boar·d of asses­
sors. Wing was appointed 11ght 
away. 

Alch'ich presented Lewis and 
Broll with assessors ce1tificates 
in recognition of the required 
tr·aining they had completed. 

The assessors recommended 
hiI'ing Helen Williams to se1ve as 
assessors assistant. The select­
board agreed with their recom­
mendation and hiI·ed Williams 
with a 90-day probation period. 

Broll and Lewis said prelimi­
na1y tax bills will be issued 
October 1st. Tax bills will be due 
one month later. They are work­
ing to coordinate with the tax col­
lector to get computer software 
up and nmning to ease the prepa­
ration of the spring tax bills. 

The assessors explained that 
preliminary tax bills ar·e based on 
the p110r year's bill, but the bill 
issued in sp1'ing would be based 
on the new assessment. 
Another View on State Forests 
Dave Richar·d, retired after 35 
years working as a state forester, 
scheduled time to meet with the 
selectboar·d to air his views on the 
Commonwealth's proposed divi­
sion of state land into reserves, 
parkland, and woodlands. 

Richard recently put a conser-

vation restriction on the bulk of 
his Jennison Road prope1ty. His 
views contrast sharply with the 
ideas expressed at the previous 
selectboard meeting by Jonathan 
von Ranson, who called for the 
selectboard to urge the state to 
preserve the bulk of state land in 
Wendell as reserves or parkland, 
with little or no human impact. 

Towns have an opportunity to 
comment on the state forest plan, 
while the state is in the process of 
dividing its 308,000 acres into 
three different categories. 
Reserves, cove1'ing 60% of state 
land, will allow no timber har­
vesting or vehicle access; park­
land will allow recreational use 
but no timber harvesting; and 
woodlands would be managed 
for multiple uses including tim­
ber ha1vesting, htmting, and 
recreation. 

Richar·d said while he worked 
for the state he was not allowed to 
express an opinion that differed 
from official policy, but as a 
retiree he can now speak his 
mind. 

He said state foresters and 
biologists were not allowed in the 
fomm that developed the pro­
posed new guidelines for state 
land. While Richar·d agreed some 
land should be set aside wild and 
tmtouched, he thought 60% of 
state forest land was too much. 

Without some cutting, more trees 
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will fall on electric lines, inter­
mpting se1vice. There are both 
animal and plant species that 
require tmdisturbed forest, but 
there are more species that thrive 
when large trees have been 
removed and ymmg trees are 
growing in, Richard said. In a 
very lar·ge tmmanaged region, 
weather, fire, and trees dying of 
old age and decay open up ar·eas 
for regeneration, but in the small­
er areas that make up 
Massachusetts state owned land, 
sound management would 
improve the condition of the for­
est and tr·ees, and increase the 
vitality of wildlife. 

A tree's defense against 
insect, wind and ice damage is to 
increase its diameter, and grow 
scars, then bark over any wound; 
a tree growing with less competi­
tion in a well managed forest can 
put on diameter, and recover 
faster from injuries than a tree 
growing in the dense cluster of an 
tmmanaged forest. 

Richar·d expressed the opinion 
that 10% to 20% of state forest 
should be set aside to evolve 
without human inte1vention as 
wild lands, home to those species 
that require mature forest, and for 
comparison with managed lands. 
But Massachusetts has the thiI·d 
highest population density of 

see WENDELL page 12 

states in the nation, Richard 
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TOURISM from page 1 
in the ai1port's flight path and 
consequently not subject to 
development, but the Native 
tribes and the FAA have yet to 
sign off on the memo. 

Against that backdrop, Doug 
Han-is, preservationist for cere­
monial landscapes for the 
Nairagansett Indian Tdbe, and 
Jonathai1 and Elizabeth Peny, 
cultural resource monitors for the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gayhead 
(Aquinnah) came to talk about 
tribal initiatives in the realm of 
preservation tourism, an innova­
tive twist on the concept of her­
itage tourism. Han-is and other 
tribal represe1tatives hope to 
introduce prese1vation tom-ism to 
New England by paltnering with 
the towns of Montague, Gill and 
neighbo11ng communities to 
develop awai·eness of the 11ch 
Native history of the ai·ea ai·ow1d 
the Great Falls, to b11ng tourists 

and academics to the region. 
As a first initiative in this 

eff01t, Han-is proposed a se11es of 
canoe races from N01thfield (for­
merly known as Squakheag) alld 
Unity Park, in Tm11ers Falls, once 
the land of the Pocumtuck. He 
suggested the cai1oe races would 
bring contestants from Native 
Americal1 t11bes alld from other 
nationalities and ethnicities, to 
the area on a weekend close to 
May 19th, a date that resonates 
with significal1ce as the anniver­
saiy of the massacre of hundreds 
of Pocumtucks and their allies in 
a refugee calnp, during a smp11se 
attack at the Great Falls in 1676, 
dm-ing the regional conflict 
known as King Phillips Wai·, or 
Metacom's Rebellion, by a colo­
nial militia m1der the commal1d 
of Captain William Tm11er, for 
whom the village of Turners Falls 
was subsequently named. 

Hai11s made it cleai· that the 

A Document of Cooperation and Peace 
Between the Narragansetts and the Town of Montague 

In the spirit of peace, healing and understanding, we come 
together on this date of May 19th, 2004, to acknowledge the trag­
ic events that took place on the shores of this river May 19th, 167 6 
and thereby begin to put the traumatic echoes of the past to rest. 

It is chronicled that in 1676, Nairngansett Chief Sachem 
Canonchet, in the midst of war, orgal1ized the refugee villages for 
the women, children, and elderly at the Falls. In his absence, they 
were attacked and hundreds were killed. In 1996, in the spirit of 
Canonchet, the Narragansett returned to the al1cient lal1d of their 
relatives, the Pocumtuck, to assist the protection of the allcient alld 
war bm-ials at Wissatinnewag. In recent weeks, the village of 
Turners Falls has requested of the Medicine Man of the 
Narragansett a ceremony of spi11t healing alld reconciliation. That 
request is honored here today. 

For thousands of years, the al·ea of and ai·ound the Great Falls 
was a place of peace where all were welcome. This ai·ea served as 
a focal point for diplomacy and exchange, particulal·ly doong the 
harvest of the shad and salmon migrations. 

As we exchange gifts, ideas alld good will today, we commit to 
a future that will continue the exchange of actions to promote 
understal1ding about alld between the cultures, increase mutual 
vigilal1ce for histo11c preservation, alld deepen our appreciation for 
the 11ch he11tage of indigenous people of our region alld all who 
have respite, sanctuary and welcome here. 

Signed by Narragansett Medicine Man Lloyd Running Wolf 
Wilcox and the Montague Selectboai·d on May 19th, 2004. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Great Falls can-ied a greater sig­
nificance than that conveyed by 
its association with the second 
great massacre of Native 
Amei-icans at the hal1ds of the 
European colonists, after the 
bm11ing of the Pequot fo1tifica­
tion in Mystic, CT by Captain 
John Mason and his allies in 
1637, where hundreds of mostly 
old men, women and children 
were immolated, and the remnant 
of that once mighty t:I-ibe di-iven 
into slavery in the Bahamas and 
elsewhere. 

"There ai·e a lot of places we 
could strut," Hal11s told a crowd 
of about two dozen last Thursday. 
"The imp01tance of this ai·ea in 
1:I1bal hist01y is crucial. It was 
always a place of welcome, a 
place of peace and a place of 
plenty. The fish that came up 
across the falls from the ocean to 
the waters above created a season 
of plenty where the Pocumtuck 
people welcomed their neighbors 
from fai· and near. 

''The spirit of that was in 
action when the Pocumtuck wel­
comed the leaders of tribes 
engaged in King Phillips Wai-,'' 
Hai1·is continued. He said 
sachems from the wai11ng 1:11bes 
gathei·ed at COUllCil in N01thfield, 
and agreed to create a refugee vil­
lage to shelter noncombatants at 
the Great Falls. 

"In 1676, tl1ere was all attack 
on tliat village, and the spi.i-it of 
this place was altered, we pray 
not forever, by the massacre of 
women, children and elders and 
the defenders who canie to their 
aid. 

"That's the past. In front of us 
now, we get to make the choices 
to shape the future. That is why 
we're here tonight. We ought to 
be looking f01ward to what this 
place cai1 become u1 te1ms of 
peace, and welcome, alld har­
vest." 

Elizabeth Peny said when she 
thinks about the Falls, she thinks 
of it in tem1S of extreme abm1-
dance, not only for the Native 
people, but also for the animal 

kingdom - black bears, wolves, 
fisher cats - all coming together 
to enjoy the bom1ty of these 
waters. In a statement that would 
find accord with the program of 
the Connecticut River Watershed 
Com1cil, she said our generation 
should seek ways "to heal the 
waters, to make it possible for 
those fish to come back, to give 
them a reason to come." 

Jonathan Peny said, "For our 
people, for tl1ousal1ds of yeai-s 
this place was recognized as a 
special place, where our people 
gathered," to celebrate tl1e 11ver 
and its resources. "The Native 
people of tlris place had a bom1ty 
they were willu1g to shai·e. They 
allowed people from my nation 
to come for feasts at certain times 
of year, to enjoy the beauty of the 
11ver, and the monling sm1 on the 
mist off the 11ver. We who live in 
a place have a duty to celebrate 
that place, which provides a 
home and eve1ything we need, 
the water to drulk." He said 
Wampanoag people would mairy 
into the Pocmntuck t11be, and 
vice vei·sa, creating a family con­
nection over thousands of yeai-s 
between the two t:I-ibes. "Maybe 
this is a good time for us to gath­
er together and strut celebrating, 
an opportmrity for all of us to 
gather together and go down the 
11ver in boats, or just get together 
to talk and share knowledge." 

Moderator David Bmle, a 
membei· of the Tmne1-s Falls air­
po1t commission, said the t:I-ibal 
representatives had met with 
Montague town admuristrator 
Frailk Abbondanzio eai·liei· this 
year to "hammer out a paper with 
the outline of a Native pai·k in this 
area. We succeeded and present­
ed it to the selectboai·d, and it was 
accepted as a sp11ngboard," to 
fmther the promise of the 
Reconciliation Ceremony and the 
agreement signed at that ceremo­
ny on May 19th, 2004 (see side­
bar) between Nam1gansett medi­
cine man Lloyd Running Wolf 
Wilcox and the selectboai·d of 
Montague, fo1mally pledgi.i1g 

---•,•iJ■i--------------... peace and cooperation 
ml between the t11be and 
~-~ the town, 328 yeai-s 
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after the massacre on 
the falls. 

Hal11s said, "May 
19th was the date of 
the massacre. May 
19th was chosen as the 
date of the Burying 
the Hatchet ceremony 
(Reconciliation 
Ceremony). So u1 the 
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culture of this place, May 19th 
has become very special. We can 
consider it of sigirificance no 
more, or we can deal witl1 the 
contumity and see what we can 
t:Iuly build on. The fii-st May 19th 
was a day of honor. But the sec­
ond May 19th was a day of 
recognition, of calling to tl1e spir­
its of the fu-st day to heal tl1e hurt 
alld anger of those spu-its, and 
what happened to them. That is 
essentially what Lloyd Running 
Wolf Wilcox did," for the first 
time in hm1di·eds of years of 
Narragansett lristo1y, when he 
came with other 1:I1bal leaders to 
Bury the Hatchet in Montague 
that day. ''The smoki.i1g of the 
peace pipe with tl1e three mem­
bers of the selectboard alld the 
town admi1ristrator initiated the 
healing." 

Now, Han-is said, ''We're hop­
ing May 19th can be the launch­
ing of a season of welcome for 
tourists of the region, of othei· 
nations, to come to Franklin 
County to come to this region to 
leai11 the lrist01y of things won­
derful and tilings not so wonder­
ful," including "the natural 
resources of this place. So much 
is altered. But so much is protect­
ed and preseived. You are to be 
honored for preserving so much. 
We hope we Call encourage you 
to prese1ve more." 

Han-is continued, "We are 
offei-ing u1digenous Native cul­
ture as we know how to share it, 
as an extension of the Burying 
the Hatchet ceremony. The docu­
ment signed was about mutual 
suppo1t," said Han-is, who 
emphasized that initiatives like 
the proposed u1ter-1:I-ibal, interna­
tional canoe races and the Native 
Ame11can pal·k were u1tended to 
"support you u1 your economic 
development," wlrile at the same 
tune adval1cing t:I-ibal goals of 
prese1ving cultural sites. 

Han-is said a shift in awai·e­
ness has occurred in the last two 
or three decades, allowing ai·che­
ologists to consult more collabo­
ratively with Native Ame11cans 
over the disposition of cultural 
relics and se11Sitive sites. Rathei· 
than studying the "remai11S of 
fainily members ofliving people, 
when we go to a site, our first 
response is, 'Stop, think. What if 
this was your grandmotl1er? Let 
the restu1g place of tliat pei·son 
remain a resting place.' We're 
asking our non-indigenous neigh­
bo1-s to protect these places of our 
al1cesto1-s. They al'e u1 t:I·avel spir-

see TOURISM pg 9 
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7Pco (iroat 1'aees Soap Box Raeo ~# 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH & 
ANNE HARDING - More than 
a thousand exuberant spectators 
thronged the hay-bale lined 
course at Unity Park on a sunny 
Sm1day, September 19th to wit­
ness the thrills and spills of the 
Montague Soapbox Race. It was 
a grand time for racecar drivers 
and spectators alike, and there's a 
buzz around town that future 
competitors are gunning to take 
race winner Joe Lanchy off the 
pedestal in 2011. 

State senator Stan Rosenberg 
and selectboard chair Pat Allen, 
decked out in leathers and spiked 
hair, judged the style competition 
- a tough job conside1ing the 
amazing range of ca.its entered in 
the race. Once caits were regis­
tered they had to pass a safety 
inspection for brakes, adequate 
steering ai1d mai1dated helmets. 
Sadly, the Rendezvous had to 
dock their shuttle before the race 
started but their teain has vowed 
to return next yeai· with a new 
and improved version - style just 
wasn't enough! 

The Erving police depaitment 
provided a radai· gm1 and host 
Russ Brown announced the 
speeds and times - there were 
many racers travelling over the 
posted speed liinit but the 
patrolling officers were not there 
to issue tickets! 

Ivy Muller, I 0, of Montague, 
daughter of race organizer 
Michael Muller, rode her "Poison 
Ivy" entiy with legs braced, look­
ing like a sulky chiver holding the 
reins of a spuited race horse, 
guided her entiy to a first place 
finish u1 the youth division at 17 
miles per hour, finishing in just 
19 seconds. Chelsea Cmtis was a 
close second u1 the polka dotted 
"Love Bug," while last minute 
entrant Sea.ii Damon from 
No1thfield crossed the finish line 
in 20 seconds. 

On a slightly longer track, 

TOURISM from page 8 
itually. That may dismpt their 
spirit jom11ey." 

Retunring to the theme of 
preservation tourism, Harris 
said, "A lot of cerem01rial stones 
exist within 20 miles of here. We 
are within ai1 area the National 
Register of Historic Places calls 
a (Native AmeI'ican) ceremonial 
landscape, (the only such desig­
nation on the east side of the 
Mississippi). Excusing the com-

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Ezra Ward, 16, of Montague, u1 
his silver spotted black car, 
resembling a well 1iveted coffin, 
crossed the finish line in 21.2 sec­
onds, winning first prize u1 the 
teen division, at 27 Iniles per 
hour. A shiny metal cone behiI1d 
his head was designed to streain­
line his vehicle to miilinlize wu1d 
resistance. He grinned the sweet 
sinile of success as he posed with 
his awai·d. Not far behind were 
Logan Tomer-Renaud and 10 
yeai· old Kyle B1y, who opted to 
move up to the teen division. TI1e 
teen com-se sta1ted a little higher 
on the hill ai1d finished fuither 
down the road. 

line in just 31 seconds. 
Daniel Komguth resur­
rected his car from a spec­
taculai· crash in ai1 earlier 
Brattleboro race, but tl1e 
Millenium Phoenix stiug­
gled to make top speeds. 

George Brace of 
Amherst scored the first 
crash of the day when his _ 
rotmld pink pig lost con- ~ •·" ;., 
ti·ol and veered u1to tl1e 
hay bales. Brace won sec­
ond pI'ize for style. The 
judges did not say whether 
it was the race cai· style or 
the crash drama that 
eained hiin tl1e honor. At 
any rate, it was a bit of a ·<;A; 

consolation p1ize, because ~ 
a bent wheel kept him ;i 

In a paiticulai·ly welcome dis­
play of sportsmanship, Wai·d ai1d 
fiiends stayed to the bitter end of 
the days' events, stacking the 650 
hay bales to the exacting stan­
dards of South Deerfield faimer 
Walter Kownacki. Kownacki ai1d 
Steve and Peter Melnick provid­
ed the hay that lined both sides of 
Unity Sti·eet hill, protecting both 
drivers and spectators from 
u1jmies. 

from a second shot at ~--......,.:.& .... E.;!>z~ra,:....i.Wi:Jl!,ard with Tropf?y - First Prize, Teen Division 
glory. 

Anticipation was buildiI1g for 
the seventeen entiies u1 the adult 
race - as in all catego1ies they 
raced from yom1gest to oldest. 
Tun Dowd in the Sonic Homet 
Inissed out on a ti·ophy by a mere 
4/1 0ths of a second, ai1d was the 
only racer who maiiaged to cross 
the finish line in exactly the same 
tune for bot11 mns. 

There were only two women 
racers this yeai· ai1d they may not 
have been in the top three but 
tl1ey had the most faiis. Katie 
Kmtyka's stylish I'ide represent­
u1g the Montague Inn was slight­
ly faster than the Stoopifier, chiv­
en by Krista Stoops. KI'ista was a 
big fa.ii of "The Little Rascals" 
gi·owing up, ai1d always wanted 
to race a soapbox car. 

Cody Savinski's incredible 
antique-car-inspired wagon ran 
like a chaim, crossu1g tl1e finish 

mercialism implicit in his next 
remai·k, Ha.iris said, "You can 
market to other peoples of the 
world your stewardship of 
Native American culture," 
including the battle sites associ­
ated with the poorly understood 
and little marked Ku1g Plrillips 
Wai·, the first of many better 
known conflicts between the 
Europeai1 colonists and the 
indigenous people of North 
Ame1ica. 

Owen Graves chiving 
the Phugknow Downhill Special 
may have given up a little speed 
in the quest for tiuly spectaculai· 
appeai·ance, but he was only a 
few tenths behind David La.Rue 
chivu1g the Super 8 - ai1d his cai· 
did look a bit like an erector set, 
so he was aptly chivu1g for tea.in 
Nuts and Bolts. 

John Lai1diI10 won fo-st place 
for style for his fancy Dadaist cai· 
bedecked with noisemakers, 
stuffed toys and other gewgaws. 
His spectaculai· Isadora Duncan 
inspired roll-over wipeout, when 
his flowing cape got caught u1 tl1e 
rear wheels and turned hun 
upside down, cast a momentaiy 
pall over the crowd when Brown 
called out for EMTs on the field. 
Fo1tunately, LandiI10 appeared to 
suffer more from bmised ego 
than from scrapes and bmises and 
managed to take his second run 
down the hill - though mmor has 
it his brakes were more judicious­
ly applied this tune. 

"One too many Dadas ! " 
smruned up Brown. 

John Stewa1t of Lake Pleasant 

Hanis added, "We can make 
a livu1g from the process of wel­
coming people to this area," who 
now routinely bypass New 
England to travel to he1itage 
sites u1 the West or Southwest, 
and u1teract with the keepers of 
Native culture there, and pati·on­
ize their shops and hospitality 
businesses. 

Town administrator Frailk 
Abbondanzio said $200,000 ear­
marked to create a Native 

was a crowd pleaser chiving the 
Silver Bullet - and taking the tune 
to wave to the crowds. Tiiird 
place finisher and Bernardston 
native Cluis Raymond crossed 
the forish line in 01' Reliable in a 
mere 30 seconds reaching a cmis­
ing speed of 31 miles per hour. 
The two top forishe1-s of the adult 
race were Sam Groves and Joe 
Lanchy - patiiarclis of the day -
both aged 65. Groves was a study 
in red, complete with ma.telling 
suspenders and crossed the forish 
lu1e in 28.8 seconds at 33 mph on 
his faster mn. 

Land1y, of Montague, 
whizzed to victo1y in the recum­
bent position u1 his tlu·ee-wheeled 
entiy. Lanchy said tl1e pitted beai·­
ings on the rear wheels and the fat 
tire on the su1gle leadu1g wheel 
slowed lrim down a bit. It didn't 
slow him much, with a speed of 
33 miles per hour ai1d a tune of 
28.4 seconds netting him first 
p1ize in the old-enough-to-know­
better catego1y. 

Big wheels, ball bea1ings and 
skinny tires, plus plenty of weight 
add up to a winnu1g combination. 

America.ii component at the 
Great Fall Discove1y Center had 
smvived the initial budget 
process in Washington this year. 
"It's a project consistent with 
what we hoped to accomplish in 
this buildu1g, first proposed in 
1973," he said. 

Audience members called for 
establishing a regional pow­
wow in conjunction with the 
proposed canoe races neai· the 
Falls, to b1ing Native American 

--------------------Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 ■ ■ ■ ■ 

That was evident when some of 
the smaller kids u1 lightweigl1t 
cai·s ran out of momentum before 
they got to the finish line. There 
didn't seem to be any cai-s tliat 
came close to weiglring u1 over 
the 400 pound race liinit but at 
least one team had to choose their 
chiver carefully to pass the 
weigh-in. 

Fonner science teacher Ray 
Garbiel, of Gill, agreed that skin­
ny tires create less fhction on the 
road surface but claiined steel 
wheels would go the fastest. Steel 
wheels would also be the hai·dest 
to stop, with no mbber ti·ead for 
ti·action, especially if the car 
weighed anywhere near the upper 
end of the 400 pom1d weigl1t 
limit. 

Just wait until next yeai· when 
Joe Lai1chy gets new ball beai·­
ings and a skinnier front tire. He's 
the man to beat! Walter 
Kownacki will need to build a 
wall of hay bales to stop Lanchy 
from caree1ring tluougl1 the stop 
sigi1 down at the u1te1-section ofL 
ai1d I st Sti·eet, even without steel 
wheels. 

dancers, d1ummers and vendors 
together and welcome the tomist 
ti·ade such events tend to bring. 

TI1e mother of a child in 
Montague Elementaiy spoke of 
her hopes of elimu1atu1g the 
India.ii mascot at Tmners Falls 
High School before her daughter 
reached the upper grades. 

Jonathan Peny backed her up 
by sayu1g no race of 
people should be made 1■■"" 
into a mascot. !Pel 
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to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The editors would like to thank the 
following for their generous finan­
cial underwriting of The Poetry 
Page: -

- William Carlos Williams 
Klondike Sound, 
Carlin Barton, Montague Dental 
Arts, Dr. Robert Koolkin, 
Michael Farrick, Poetry Page edited by 

Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, 
and Janel Nockleby 

Readers are invited to send poems to the 
Montague Reporter at 24 3rd Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376; Green Fields Market, 

and Michael Muller 
design by Boysen Hodgson 

or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

I Say We Out of Some Need 

The old Cuban song was called "Patricia" 
And I took a moment to pick up 
A dirty shoe and ruffle up a young dog's 
Somewhat thick head thick like mine 
No joke a palpable twang I can 
Bite into resonated across the planks 
Of yellow pine a wood not found 
Around here anymore and what else 
Is new perhaps I could phone in my bit 
From a doghouse on the third ring of 
Why not Saturn where things are very 
Loud right now or drop dead calm 
Sun Ra on his winged chair started out 
From Alabama the place the stars fell on 
And said Herman's from here not me 

--James Haug 
Northampton 

Eightball 

The band unpacked under the band shell. 
You passed through twelve towns to get there. 
A scar ran up a distant hill. 
Electrical towers. Interference 
fraying the airwaves. The view was 
priceless, or worthless-I'm not sure 

about mirages-but the end kept 
vanishing each time you approached it. 
Foxfire, you guessed. The Dollar Store. 
You were mistaken for someone else, 
for whom the band struck up a tune. 
It felt that good to be nowhere. 

--James Haug 
Northampton 

first a yellow bird 

first a yellow bird 
and then a red 
flies by my head 

beating wings 
a breath of wind, a note 
from feathered throat 

slowly 
i become aware 
of music there 

perched on roof and tree 
summer's dawn chorus 
sings morning for us 

--Diana Allen 
Montague 

, ________ ._ 

Nests In The Rafters 

The neighbor's mother died 
in the backyard beside the wire fence. 
A black procession 
threads between our windows. 
I remember her thick shoes, her chest 
swelled to meet her mouth, 
the sun like a pistol shot that morning. 
They found her with a mouse 
caught in her rigored hand, 
the dog barking by her body. 
She was fond of you, the neighbor said, 
who thinks it's spring has brought the hives. 
We had the fence, I sigh. 
I didn't say how nights were busy 
stitching through the windows 
something like a rope of bees. 

--Maria Williams Russell 
Western Massachusetts 

Without Shepherds 

Across the field, 
a young woman spins wool. 
I wonder how her hands hold up. 

Last we met, 
she said her father died 
had gone outside and gotten hit by a truck. 

Also, the colors for wool 
these days depress her, the neon blues, 
the fuscia pinks. 
Nothing is real, she said. 

--Maria Williams Russell 
Western Massachusetts 

Chapter Two: Return of the Cliff People 

Sparrows snooze in a cigar box. 
The wind sounds like grain. 

A tourist enters the filling station 

and gets some bad directions. 
The plan is playing out 

according to plan. Dog star; 

nothing looks like yesterday. 
The cliff people are playing gin rummy 
in a hole in the wall. 

Let's not tell them we're here. 

--James Haug 
Northampton 

II 
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It is not that men and fish are gone 
were here and are now gone 
abandoned their hobbies and left 
left their teamwork and drifted 
drifted or downstreamed in their interests 
swam themselves down the stream 
and are gone 

No, the men and fish 
are still here 

each time I wake up 
where I have taken myself 
are here 

Where I perform 
real mammalishly 

The men and the fish are all here 
avoiding each other 
here and everywhere 
nearby to here 

Yes, I live by a stream 
Yes, I live by water bodies that elude me 
I know how to drive 
Yes I can walk 

-Emily Toder, Northampton 

AT .. L SMALL CAPS 
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Three Cheers for the Turners Guys games than the home team, and 
outyelling them as well. It was a 
total town thing, and a powerfol 
feeling I took real pride in at a 
yotmg age. 

know we are there for them, win 
or lose. 

BY DENIS BORDEAUX - At 
the football game Friday night, 
there was a change in the atmos­
phere at Bourdeau Field. A new 
regime had taken over the 
Powe1town bench that brought 
with it new excitement and 
expectations. 

ever vigilant on the clam and 
lobster foneral pyre, barking out 
orders to underlings to ensure the 
pe1fect burn. 

But they were also pait of the 
Running Gang, the guys who ran 
behind the bleachers following 

the football, back and 
Besides that, what I 

noticed and missed 
most were the deep 
and gnarly voices of 
three lifelong 
Turners fans: Ed 

fo1th, up and down 

G.~J 
SPORTS. 

the field. In just 
three short years 
we've lost three 
born and bred, 
dyed in the wool 
blue Turners "Canter" Cadran, 

Stanley "Stawsh" 
Choleva, and recently 

T 
depa1ted Fran "Murph" 
Togneri, Stawsh's voice 
heard eve1ywhere hawking lob­
ster tickets for the Big One, 
Canter always yakking it up like 
P.T. himself on the ol Wheel of 
Fortune, and fire chief Murph 

MONTAGUE from pg 6 
La Bodega Turned Down 

The board turned down a 
request by Mai·k Canon, owner of 
La Bodega, the Latino 
Connection, an Hispanic grocery 
store at 104 Fomth Street, to hold 
an outdoor celebration on 
Stmday, September 26th from 11 
am. to 4 p.m. in honor of 
Mexican Independence Day. 
Canon planned to have a DJ play­
ing latino music over outdoor 
speakers, along with free food 
and children's games. 

The selectboard cited past 
noise complaints and "uncooper­
ative behavior" as grotmds for 
denying the request. 

Fairbrother said simply, "The 
pennit should be denied." 

Board chair Pat Allen said, "I 
find myself agreeing. There have 
been way too many complaints 
and problems with the events 
you've held. I've found your 
cooperation has been sho1t of 
what we want." 

Canon ai·gued the prior issues 
the board was citing, prima1ily 
noise complaints, came dming 
outdoor events the boai·d had per­
mitted at La Bodega, dming the 
times scheduled with the board's 
approval in advance. 

'The last time an officer came 
down was in July," said Canon. 
'There have been no complaints 
since. He came down and asked 
us to tum it down, and we did. 

Guys. Guys who 
went to the old high 

school, and whose 
parents probably went 

there too. Local kids who played 
spo1ts all year long, whether it 
was sandlot baseball, Hibernian 
Hall hoops, or swimming in the 
Connecticut in summer. 

Gina McNeely (Montague's 
health agent, who brought a deci­
bel meter to take readings at La 
Bodega's first anniversaiy patty 
on July 11th) came down and 
fotmd eve1ything well within the 
noise levels of the ordinance. It's 
no different than events that 2nd 
Street (Between the Up1ights) 
has, and no different than events 
the Voo (Rendezvous) has." 

"Our feeling is when you have 
your events, you have not been 
responsive to the complaints that 
have come in dming your event." 

"We've jumped through all 
kinds of hoops," cotmtered 
Canon. "If you want to deny it, 
it's wrong, it's racist. It means 
you ai·e going to punish the com­
mtmity because you don't think 
I've been cooperative." 

Boutwell, who abstained from 
the 2 - 0 vote to deny the pennit, 
said, "I know there have been 
issues in the past. It may have 
calmed down a little bit. I like 
people to work together, not 
against each other." 

Chief of police Ray Zukowski 
recommended in wiiting against 
allowing the outdoor celebration, 
due to past problems, though the 
fire chief and board of health 
signed off on the pennit. 

A patrolman was on hand dur­
ing the selectboard's discussion 
of this agenda item, and left the 
room shortly after Canon. 

Canon said, "I think the 

They were all Powertown ath­
letes, and when they graduated 
they saw their duty, enlisted in 
the service and did their bit as 
part of the Greatest Generation to 
ever win a damn war. As con­
quering heroes, they basically 
had the world at their feet, but 
still chose to come back to 
Turners to work, to raise kids, 
and through thick and thin to 
suppo1t their alma mater. 

The Beach Boys may have 
written and sung the song, but 
these guys invented "Be Tme to 
Your School." 

Back in the 50s and 60s, they 
were pait of the home crowd that 
stood two and three deep on the 
sidelines at home games and four 
and five deep arotmd the whole 
field on Turkey Day. But here's 
the kicker. Turners was infamous 
for bringing more fans to away 

chief's comments ai·e in line with 
members of the selectboard who 
have a big problem with the 
Latino commtmity." He walked 
out saying, ''There's ways ai·ound 
this. See you on the 26th. Come 
join us." 

Norma's Park 
No1ma's Park in Lake 

Pleasant will be rededicated on 
Thursday, September 30th, at 
5:30 pm. The park has a new 
fence, new swings, and plantings 
tended by Dan Johnson of the 
Calvaiy Baptist Church in 
Turners. Hot dogs will be se1ved 
after the dedication. 

Erving Sewer Agreement 
The board signed an agree­

ment with Camp Dresser McKee 
for up to $25,000 to research a 
1973 agreement and subsequent 
amendment, circa 1990, with the 
town of Erving regarding 
Montague's use of the Ervingside 
wastewater treatment plant. That 
sewer treatment plant recently 
received a $5.6 million upgrade, 
planned, approved and financed 
entirely by the town of Etving, 
without consulting Montague in 
advance. 

The te1ms of the agreement 
bind Montague to pay a shai·e of 
upgrades to the treatment plant 
proportional to the percentage of 
flow Montague contiibutes to the 
plant, now at about 50%. 

There have been many 
Turners Guys who've gone 
before us, like Hai·old Fugere, 
Baldy Pervere, and Ralphie 
Lenois to name just a few, but 
I've focused on these three 
because they all depaited in such 
a sho1t span of time. I recently 
told Murph Jr. that to get an 
"atta-boy" or a "good job, 
Bordo" from his old man meant 
as much to me as getting one 
from Coach Bassett, Bourdeau, 
orZywna. 

They were there for my team, 
and they were there before, dur­
ing, and after their own kids 
played and graduated. Turners 
Guys. Because of them, I still get 
psyched up on game day (some 
might say too psyched, but what 
do they know?) to let the guys 

Consequently, the Erving select­
board, who had appai·ently over­
looked the agreement tmtil 
recently, wrote a letter to 
Montague in July asking the 
town to pay $2.6 million for the 
recent upgrades at the treatment 
plant. 

Montague responded by 
pointing to a clause in the agree­
ment requiting consultation on 
improvements to the plant, which 
presumably meant consultation 

So, how long since you've 
been to a game? If you've ever 
worn a blue and white jersey in 
any sport, you owe these guys. 
They've made it easier now that 
we have Friday Nite Lites, so 
you don't have to miss Saturday 
golf, chores, or snoozing. 

It's Powertown Football 
Season! Don't let those sideline 
voices fade. In the bonowed 
words of an old fight song: Wake 
up the Echoes, Call out their 
Names: Canter! Stawsh! Murph! 
So, Hail to the Blue, Hail to the 
White! Three Cheers for the 
Turners Guys. Rah! Rah! Rah! 
Three Cheers for Turners Guys! 

At last week3' season opener, 
Turners upended Ware, 20 - 0. 
Turners takes on Pioneer under 
the lights Friday night at 
Bourdeau Field, at 7 p.m. Be 
there to cheer the home team on! 

in advance, something that did 
not happen in this case. 

CDM will reseai·ch the te1ms 
of the agreement, and the item­
ized upgrades at the plant, and 
will also advice Montague on 
what it would cost to pipe the 
sewerage from Millers Falls up 
the hill to join the flow ti·aveling 
to Montague's own treatment 
plant, rather than to continue pip-

ing it tmder the Millers 11■■""' 
River to Erving. ~ 

Gary's Coins and Antiques 

GoTCOINS? 
Wanted 

US COINS 

PAPER MONEY 

OBSOLETE NOTES 

1964, 65, 66, 67, 69, KENNEDY HALVES 

GoLD AND STERLING SIL VER 

115 Avenue A I 413-834-4615 
gary6 16@verizon.net 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• Sp~~;~;,~!!~!!~~' 
Toll Free 

866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

~ '8<e ee-,~·,. ~ -e '9 tt•tt, 

~nlii'l;/J:z. 
eeted.1tatt,r,9- 1 OOti r/,r,,r,iU,e1taet1tff 

Professional Painting & Decorating 

Contractor - Retailer 
www.couturebros.com 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

RJ:~LE 
~ 

... lldID,g) ... o-:,c-,,-=-o ci11t£il 

274 Rt.2,Gill 

• clothing • used bikes • tank bags 
• boots • gloves (4131863-9543 

Allan• David 
email AJCYC@CROCKER.COM • accessories 

• gift certificates 

Gift 
Certificates 

WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Open 
?Days 

Saturday Fish Special 
H Dccrndd St (Rte 5&10) Pct Grnomrng 

t,rccnfidd \1 \ b) ~ppointmcnt 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
Pousa, ITALIAN a AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00 PM Daily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 
Bctst Polish Food this 

side of Krakow! 
24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 

863-9991 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

.io • Cotton• Silks • Polyesters • Vinyls• Upholstery Mnterinl 

• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CASH & CHECKS ONLY 
Mon.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 
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states in the nation, Richard 
pointed out, and virtually all of 
those people live in wood houses, 
use lumber, and paper. It would 
be hypocritical, he said, to pre­
serve the forests here as wild 
playgrounds, and then exploit 
other parts of the world by 
importing our wood products 
from far away. 

The cmTent ethos of using 
local food and promoting local 
products should include wood 
fiber products as well, Richard 

Great f cul,,, 
far~ 
Markex' 

Wednesdays 
2 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine 

May thru October 
Avenue A & 2nd Street 

Local Produce, Native 
Com, Grass Feed Beef, 

Eggs, Bake Goods, Crafts 
&more 

New Vendors Contact Don 
413-336-3648 
Ad sponsored by 

the Franklin Community Cooperative 

BRFAKFASr' LUNCH & DINNER 
DAILY SFECIALS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

Soups & Prns 
sunoAY BREAHfAST 7 - c 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 

said. 
Eighty five percent of forest 

land in the state is privately 
owned, and open to development. 

The state gets 25% of the 
money made from timber sales in 
state forest and the town gets 8%. 
Richard said keeping a majority 
of state forest land in rese1ves 
would be a drain on state rev­
enues and a sink for state money. 

Richard concluded by saying, 
"I think this plan ( of keeping the 
majority of state forest out of pro­
duction) will implode in five to 
ten years." 

Special Town Meeting 
Finance committee members 

Jim Slavas, Michael Idoine, and 
Doug Tanner met the selectboard 
to discuss the waffant for the spe­
cial town meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 6th. 

A few weeks ago, the finance 
committee had asked Wendell 
fire chief Everett Ricketts to seek 
additional cost estimates to 
replace a wom out 3,300 gallon 
plastic tank on one of the depart­
ment's fire tiucks. Replacing the 
tank will be the most expensive 
item on the special town meeting 
waffant. The finance committee 
sought an outside opinion on the 
necessary size for a replacement 
tank, since the estimate for a 
3,300 gallon tank ($35,000) was 
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significantly greater than the cost 
of a 3,000 gallon tank ($26,000). 

Cuneo told the finance com­
mittee that the 3,300 gallon tank 
Wendell has been using is an 
asset to neighboring towns for 
mutual aid; he felt that replacing 
the 3,300 gallon tank with a 
2,400 tank, the size New Salem 
has, would be sho1tsighted. 

The finance committee 
seemed comfortable going with a 
3,000 gallon replacement tank, 
and Keller suggested the money 
for that might come from stabi­
lization. 

Other expenses on the warnnt 
include a storage box for the 
cemete1y commission to store 
equipment, money to pay for 
grave digging, money to pay for­
mer accountant Janet Swem to 
create a money management 
coordinator job description, and 
more money to pay the coordina­
tor, once hired. Also on the war­
rant is a salary for a proposed 
food coordinator. The energy 
committee will offer a handout 
about that position. 

The proposed conse1vation 
development bylaw will be on 
the warTant. 

Stone Road Noise Complaint 
Aldrich said she had received 

a noise complaint from a woman 
on Stone Road who needs to 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE lOG 
Breaking & Entering, Lost Hikers 

Tuesday, 9/14 
9:45 am. Report of 
homdess people living on 
East Main Street. Spoke 
with residents regarding 
the matter. Everything 
found to be fine. 

3:45 p.m. Report of 
breaking and entering at 
West Main Street resi­
dence. Under investiga­
tion. 
Wednesday, 9/15 
2:40 p.m. Report of 
loose dog on Route 2 at 

mile marker area 6 I. 
Checked area. Dog not 
found. 

Thursday. 9/16 
9:07 po m. Assisted Gill 
police with domestic situ­
ation on Walnut Street in 

Gill. Gill police tied up 
with assisting Bernardston 
police. 
Satwday. 9/18 
9:40 am. Vandalism of 
motor vehicle on Forest 
Street. Report taken. 
Under investigation. 

Sunday. 9/19 
1:22 a.m. Report of four 
males in dark hoodies act­
ing st:rangdy at Lester 
Street and Bridge Street 
area. Checked area. 

Negative contact. 
8:58 pJn. Report of sev­
eral subjects standing 
around the dirt rest area 
in Farley area. No vehicle. 
Found to be lost hikers. 

All Set. Transportation on 
the way. 

sleep during the day. A neighbor 
practices dmms in a three sided 
shed near·by, keeping her awake. 
The town has no noise ordinance, 
but the state noise ordinance may 
apply. 

Board members thought medi­
ation was not likely to work in 
this instance, because on another 
occasion the dmmmer responded 
to police chief Ed Chase with 
curse words. 

Heard suggested writing a 
polite but firm letter to the dmm­
mer, and hoping cold weather 
comes soon. 

Aldrich repo1ted that when the 
painter took down cmtains in the 
town hall, the cmtain liners disin­
tegrated from sun and age. 

Sheri Martinez said she could 
replace them for $300 in materi­
als and labor, but the curtains 
needed to soak and clean first. 

After some discussion, Hear·d 
said she had a large claw foot 
bathtub, and the cmtains could 
soak there. 

The town hall interior painting 
is done, and the wood h11Il is now 
an antique blue Keller said was 
ve1y attractive. 

Aldrich said she had gotten 
information from the Shutesbmy 
fire department about how to pro­
cure materials to provide Wendell 
homes with street numbers, 
blanks, numbers, and poles. She 
wondered how the numbers 
should be disti-ibuted, and Hear·d 
said volunteer neighborhood cap­
tains had expressed some 
interest in doing that. II 

"It's Just a stone's throw from reatlty." 
Groceries • Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer - Wine - Liquor 

MON • ~~J.U.d~~fAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

September 23, 2010 

Gill, 1\ilt1ssncl11,.sc11., 

Stop by Our Farmstand 
for Fresh Picked Summer 

Vegetables! 
Turn South on River Road 

One Mile from Tavern 
119 River Road, Gill 

508-397-4304 

Deerfield Valley Art Association Presents 

Harvest Moon Benefit 
at Gallery 38 

Saturday . September 25th . 7 -10 p.m. 

Charlie Schneeweis and Friends . Jazz 
Wine Tasting . Hors d'oeuvres 

Corner 2nd and Avenue A. Turners Falls 

Tickets: $10 at Couture Bros or at the Door 

All art 20% off 
A benefit for Turners Falls Teen Art Scholarships 

deerfieldval/eyart.com 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Gill Selectboard to 
Review Application for 

Public Gathering 

On September 27th at 
5:00 p.m. in the Town Hall 
the Gill Selectboard will 
review an application for a 
pe1mit for a public gather­
ing for the annual Fall 
Arts and Crafts Festival 
sponsored by the F1iends 
of Gill. 

Gathering dates are 
October 16th- 17th, 2010. 

MARINI BUILDERS GI\E.ENFIELO 
rll-~~\l.S CO~PERATJ~E EXCHANGE 

.:::I:::~Owned Since 1iii:) 

Local CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

Since 1976 

·Garages 
• Decks 
• Home Improvements 
• Excavating 

·Additions 
• Structural Repairs 
·Sump Pumps 
·Concrete 

Gill, MA 
Licensed - Insured - References 

Marinil 9@comcast.net 413.863.5099 

• 
CommunityY012:a 
& WElLNHS CENTYR 

!fordable dasses morning. noon and night 
free dass every Sunday 4-5 pm 

beginners welcome 
www.Community-Yoga.com 

413 774-4700 

Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

1K PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

~aissance lil:nders 
Qgalitp, ~reftsma11ship, C9rginal Gfhauglzt 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 I] 

rt-' 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

LOGOS & BRANDING f: 
GRAPHIC DESIGN C, 

ILLUSTRATION f: 
WEBSITES t:' 

COPY WRITING (:\ 

BUSINESS STRATEGY t' 
INTERNET MARKETING f:' 

MISSION & VISION f: 

H2 
BOYSEN HODGSO • 

Pam Veith Real Estate 
@a& ¢CD~~ m ... u 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA O 1360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863·9166 
ABA. CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413·863-0218 
REALTOR' Email bedson 1@comcast.net 



September 23, 2010 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 13 

THE HEAlTHY GEEZER: developing 
esophageal cancer. 

growing every year because: 
• Older Americans know less 

about HIV/ AIDS than younger 
people, 

Blood Types, Acid Reflux and HIV Q. What is the dif­
ference between HIV 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. What is the 
most common blood type? 

The approximate distribution 
of blood types in the US popula­
tion is as follows. Distribution 
may be different for specific 
racial and ethnic groups: 

O-positive --- 38 percent 
O-negative --- 7 percent 
A-positive --- 34 percent 
A-negative --- 6 percent 
B-positive --- 9 percent 
B-negative --- 2 percent 
AB-positive --- 3 percent 
AB-negative --- 1 percent 
Type O-negative blood is 

called the universal donor type 
because it is compatible with any 
blood type. Type AB-positive 
blood is called the universal 
recipient type because a person 

who has it can receive blood of 
any type. 

People over the age of 69 
require half of all whole blood 
and red blood cells transfosed, 
according to the National Blood 
Data Resource Center (NBDRC). 

With an aging population and 
advances in medical treatments 
requiring blood transfosions, the 
demand for blood is increasing. 
On any given day, an average of 
38,000 units of red blood cells are 
needed. 

Q. What e:wctly is GERD and 
how can I tell if I have it? I get 
lots of heartburn. 

Heaitbum two or more times 
weekly may be caused by gas­
troesophageal reflux disease, or 
GERO. See a doctor if you have 
heartbwn too often. The doctor 
can test for GERO. 

In the upper GI series, you 
swallow a liquid barium mixture. 
Then a radiologist watches the 
barilllll as it travels down your 
esophagus and into the stomach. 
Another test is an endoscopy, in 

Watsons' Progress 
NORTH LEVERETT - Road off of Route 63, diago­
Follow the progress of the nally across from the Village 
Watson Family, of North Co-op. 
Leverett, from yeomanry to Come and share in some 
squirarchy to diaspora, as personal stories about the 
revealed through readings of Watson Family that once 
their pre-Civil War letters, resided in North Leverett 
from the 1830s to the 1860s. Center through the readings of 

The Leverett Historical pre-Civil war letters written to 
Society presents this special and from this family. 
program on Thursday, There will be as brief busi­
September 30th, at 7:30 p.m., ness meeting prior to the pro­
at the historic Moores Comer gram at 7 p.m. 
Schoolhouse in Moores For more info call Dan at 
Comer. 413-367-2656 or Dawn at 413-

The schoolhouse is three 367-9562 
miles east on North Leverett All are welcome to attend! 

which a small lighted flexible 
tube is inse1ted into the esopha­
gus and stomach. 

GERO makes stomach acid 
flow up into your esophagus. 
There is a valve at the lower end 
of the esophagus that is designed 
to keep acid in the stomach. In 
GERO, the valve relaxes too fre­
quently, which allows acid to 
reflux, or flow backward. 

A hiatal hernia may contribute 
to GERO. A hiatal hernia occurs 
when the upper pa1t of the stom­
ach is above the diaphragm, 
which is the muscle wall separat­
ing the stomach from the chest. 
The diaphragm helps the valve 
keep acid from coming up into 
the esophagus. 

When GERO is not treated, 
you can suffer from severe chest 
pain, nairnwing or obstmction of 
the esophagus, bleeding, or a pre­
malignant change in the lining of 
the esophagus. One study 
showed that patients with chron­
ic, untreated heartburn were at 
substantially greater risk of 

and AIDS? 
HIV (human immunodeficiency 
vims) is a vims that damages the 
immune system. This makes you 
vulnerable to diseases, infections, 
and cancers. When that happens, 
you have AIDS ( acquired 
illllllunodeficiency syndrome), 
which is the last stage of HIV 
infection. 

HIV symptoms include 
headache, cough, diarrhea, 
swollen glands, lack of energy, 
loss of appetite and weight loss, 
fevers and sweats, repeated yeast 
infections, skin rashes, pelvic and 
abdominal cramps, sores and 
sho1t-te1m memo1y loss. 

Your health cai·e provider can 
test your blood for HIV/AIDS. 
You can also test your blood at 
home with the "Home Access 
Express HIV-1 Test System" that 
you can buy at your dmg store. It 
is the only HIV home test system 
approved by the Food and Dmg 
Administration and sold legally 
in the United States. 

The number of HIV/AIDS 
cases among older people is 

• Healthcare professionals 
often do not talk with older peo­
ple about prevention, 

• Older people ai·e less likely 
than yotmger people to talk about 
their sex lives or dtug use with 
their doctors. 

If you have a question, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com 

BUNl■IVE 
Thursday 

September 30th 
1- 6 p.m. 

Montague Police Station 
Community Room 
180 Turnpike Road 

For an appointment , 
call 800-922-4376 

Walk-ins welcome 

~~RLfc SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
OCT. 2-3, 2010 

10 AM-5 PM 

-t"\ FORSTERS FARM 
~ ~M~ fl'\ 60 CHESTNUT HI LL ROAD 

a V\-■f ORANGE, MA 
ADMISSION: 

'j:. -- ADULTS $5/DAY, $8/WEEl<END 
KIDS FREE! 

NEW TRAVEL & PARKING INFO: 
WWW.GAR LI CAN DARTS.ORG 

978-544-9023 

AWESOME ARTISTS• ROCKIN' MUSIC• HEALING ARTS• CHEF DEMOS• GARLIC CUISINE 

FABULOUS ENTERTAINMENT• REGIONAL AGRICULTURE • RENEWABLE ENERGY 

2 DAYS OF PEACE, LOVE & GARLIC 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

HOUSE PAINTING 

~~\:;\~~ 978-544-6534 l\'.eotlell 

-~_,.,......_,--___.__,___,-...._~~=-· 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~~ 
(413) 367-2475 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Insulation and \Veatberization 

Millers Falls 

• Blown Cellulose Insulation· Fiberglass 
• Replacement Windows • Attics, Walls, Basements 
• Doors • Repair Work 
• Siding, Airsealing • Energy Audits 

413-659-0250 Licensed & Insured 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

Jonathan Abbott 
551 I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn care to Us " 
Residential & Commmial • Fu/Iv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

411 Main Road, Gill 

413-863-4431 

Farm Store & Stand open daily, 8-7 

Fall Harvest! 
Pump~ins • Sweet Corn • Potatoes • Melons 

I 

~==-~ -~a...-.---.:;~ 

t Carol's Beauty Nook 
";/7 29 G Street, Turners Falls ~-6-
(~ Open Tue, Thurs, Fri ~ 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 
(jift Certificates 413-863-~ 
7Lvaifabk 
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\ GO GREEn rnm11Y 
Episode 25: Sealing the Ceiling ....... 

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB­
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER - Jane, 
Nell and baby Betty followed a 
petite woman as she walked 
around the outside of their blue 
Victorian house holding an 
infrared camera. As she pointed 
the camera toward the walls of 
the house, it gave out a consis­
tently powerful red glow. Next, 
they followed her into the base­
ment, where she examined the 
foundation and scrutinized their 
electrical wiring. 

"Uh-huh. I thought so." Amy 
Rudson, the energy auditor, mut­
tered darkly. 

"What? What's wrong?" 

Jane wanted to know. 
"You've got knob and tube 

wiring. Mass-SA VE approved 
contractors won't sign off on any 
wall insulation until you've got­
ten rid of it. Too much liability­
it's a fire hazard, apparently." 

They continued to the attic. 
The camera showed that the pre­
vious owners had managed to 
throw down fiberglass bat insula­
tion there, but had never bothered 
with the walls. A minute later, 
Jane and Nell were hit with some 
more bad news. 

"Whoa! Take a look at the 
waim air blasting out of your 
attic hatch. Guess that never got 
sealed," was followed by, "Did 
you know your chimney damper 
is wide open? That's a pretty 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
TOWN OF WENDELL PLANNING BOARD 

In accordance with the provisions ofM.GL. Chapter 40A, Section 
11, the Wendell Planning Boai·d will hold a public hearing at 7:30 
pm. on Octobr 5th, 2010 at the Town Offices, 9 Morse Village Road 

The subject matter of the proposed amendments is/are as indicat­
ed below. The complete text and maps relative to the proposed 
amendments are available for inspection during regular business 
hours at the Wendell Town Office ordinai'ily Tuesdays and Thursdays 
8:30 a m.-4:00 pm., phone (978) 544-3395 and at the Wendell 
Libraiy. Any person interested or wishing to be heard on the applica­
tion should appeai· at the time and place designated. 

- Nan Riebschlaeger 
Wendell Planning Board Chair 

Changes related to Seconda1y Dwellings 
• Alticle ill Add a definition of Special Pe1mit Granting 

Authority (SPGA) such that it reads as follows: " Special Pe1mit 
Granting Authority (SPGA): The Special Pe1mit Granting Authority 
pursuant to Chapter 40A, M.G L. and the Wendell Zoning Bylaws is 
the entity that has the power to impose any conditions, safeguai·ds, 
ancVor limitations on time or use of the premises granted under 
Special Permit. 

The following aiticles replace the te1m "Planning Board" with 
"SPGA" 

• Alticle V, section A, number 3, so that is reads, .. "Each lot of a 
triplex dwelling will require a minimum of four ( 4) acres and 200 feet 
frontage and must obtain a Special Pe1mit from the SPGA." 

• Aiticle V, section A, number 5 Change so that it reads, "subject 
to special pe1mit from the SPGA, one guest cabin may be located on 
any approved building lot." 

• Article V section A, number 6, Change to read: "Subject to spe­
cial permit from the SPGA, one secondaiy dwelling may be located 
on any approved building lot provided the principal building with at 
least one dwelling unit has existed for 10 yeai·s prior to the issuance 
of the Special Permit." 

• Aiticle VI, section J, Seconda1y Dwelling, change as follows: 
number 1 " ... subject to a special pe1mit from the Wendell Planning 
Board" change to " ... subject to a special pe1mit from the SPGA"; 
item 1 f, change " ... the Planning Board may waive" to " ... the SPGA 
may waive." 

wide hole for hot air to escape 
from" 

Nell was kicking herself. After 
all those lectures from Jane about 
tuming down the the1mostat and 
putting up with a frigid 58-
degree-house all winter, it tumed 
out a good chunk of the money 
they'd spent on oil was literally 
going through the roof. Why 
hadn't they done this earlier? 

"I'm recommending that you 
weather-strip all the doors and 
windows, seal the basement, 
attic, and baseboards, add anoth­
er six inches of insulation to the 
attic and replace the peeling insu­
lation on the hot water tank. 
Mass-SAVE will cover $2,000 or 
75% of the cost of all this weath­
erization, and you'll be able to 
write it off on your taxes. But the 
very first thing you should do is 
install a programmable the1mo­
stat." 

"But we always tum down the 
heat to 58 degrees ourselves," 
Nell protested. "Why do we need 

Oct 1st and 2nd 

There's No Way to 
Tell from the First 

Kiss! 
TURNERS FALLS - Thin Ice 
is Suzy Polucci, Paul Richmond, 
and George Moonlight Davis. 

They will be breaking 
through the Shea Theater stage 
on Friday and Saturday, October 
1st and 2nd in a benefit perform­
ance for the Montague Reporter. 

Ready for Dudley Do-Right 
and Little Nell in a rave up 
crossed dressed version of Don't 
Ask, Don't Tell? 

How 'bout Couples Classic -
a wrestling cum martial arts 
match where the final contest­
ants are the couple with the 
highest level of dysfunctional 
behavior? Bany Bad 
Boundaries (Richmond) has a 
black belt in co-dependency. 
From a completely different 
mental martial art tradition, 

another electronic gadget? 
"It will help anticipate the 

times you want to waim up the 
house or cool down the house, 
and make it easy to keep the heat 
down when you're at work or on 
vacation. The other thing I'm 
recommending is to conve1t from 
oil to gas. Gas is far, fai· more 
efficient than oil heat and much 
cleaner." 

Later that evening, Jane 
called Nell over to the television. 
"Nell, come quick! You will not 
believe who our newest candi­
date for State Repre-sentative is." 

"Oh no - is that Rita Tinker? 
The Sai·ah Palin wanna-bee?" 

"You betcha," said Jane. 
"Obviously she's decided to cash 
in on her 
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one thinks they know her." 
The two watched, mesmer­

ized, as Rita struggled to answer 
to a question about the proposed 
biomass plant in Greenfield. But 
when Jane heard the words 
"clean and green," she threw 
Bingo's rubber bone at the TV 
screen. "You know what? I'm 
sick and tired of every politician 
from here to Boston claiming 
biomass is green and renewable. 
It's as bad as all these bimbos in 
Westem Mass who don't under­
stand the difference between 
CO2 emissions and net CO2 over 
time. I'm going to set some facts 
straight." 

Continued ne."<t issue 

media 
expo­
s u r e 
from Go 
Green 
Family 
-she's 
been on 
TV so 
many 
ti Ille S 

t h a t 
every-

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller -owner 

•Thin Ice• 

Crouching Tiger - Hidden 
Agenda (Polucci) represents the 
Passive Aggressive Commtmity 
and is favored to win. 

Dunkin Fibber reveals the 
flaws and gives eve1yone pause 
as the Senate grinds to another 
vain and venal halt, while the 
problems of the nation amount 
to nothing compared to the 
charms of the nearest underage 
page. The perils of health care 
refo1m are on full display as 
Richmond tries out his tenderest 
bedside manners diagnosing 
Polucci's full blown 
Skepticimia, defined by the 
Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders as 
"a serious disease where the 

patient has an inability to 
believe anything anymore, espe­
cially from politicians, bureau­
crats, faith-based organizations 
and stupid people." 

Moonlight croons through­
out, adding a touch of real soul 
to the proceedings. 

In the words of Franz Kafka, 
"Love has as few problems as a 
motorcar. The only problems are 
the driver, the passengers, and 
the road." But like the old song 
says, There's No Way to Tell 
from the First Kiss. 

Tum off your cellphones, 
throw caution to the wind and 
stone the crows for a night of 
wit and ribaldry with Thin Ice at 
the Shea. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

LOCAL SERVICE • NATIONAL STRENGTH 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metl ife .com 

/'I loans s.tljed b approval. Cef1ain cxnlitioos 111d fees~- Mo!1age inarong proo,;ded by 
MeCife ttme Loans, a dMsooof Mellfe Bart, NA 8'.cal Hex.sing lender. ©2!XBME1l.FE. INC. @ 
PE.AJIJLJTS©l.lniled Fea1Lle S)mcate. Inc. L<rof6294{elcpO!XAJ Strtes]lDCJ UNDER SC 1 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70AllenStreet Beer&Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

.ADIATOR • ::. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illing 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Peter 
Prince and Moon Boot Lover, rocket 
soul funk at 9 p.m. Turners Falls 
based Groove Shoes opens! 

~ Montague Bookmill, Montague 
~ Center. The Trans Fusions National 
~ Tour(Puppelry and Music). Boasting 
= 19 tracks and visual art work from 
~ the transgender community's most 
g creative minds. The performance 
8 includes unique and poignant work 
~ that spans original music, spoken 

..----------------, word, dance, puppet theater, and 
visual art. www.trans-genre.net $7-THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp, 
Country & City Blues guitar with 
vocals, 8 to 10 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Peter Siegel & Anand Nyak, no 
cover. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

10, 8 p.m. 

Full Monn Coffee House, Wendell: 
Charles Neville, 7:30 p.m. $6 - $15 
(978) 544-5557, www.wendellfull­
moon.org. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
There's No Way 
to Tell From the Psycho Magnet rock covers. 9 30 

First Kiss 
p.m. Open Mic night with host Peter Kim, 

Jimmy Arnold and Special Guest 
Guitar Mark Herschler, 9 p.m. All 
players welcome. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 

Friday & Saturday, October 1 & 2 pnformanu fry 
Paul Richmond, Suzy Polucci and Moonlight Davis al 
the Shea Thea/er, a benefit far the Monatag11e Reporter! 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Kristen Ford 
Band, lndie Rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, 
Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, 

The Roots of Peace speaker series 
with Dr. Paula Green: Building Peace in a 
Stonn. Exploring the Causes and condi­
tions of War and Peace. Noon to 1 :30 p.m. 
Sloan Theater, Greenfield Community 
College 

Informational meeting, 3 p.m.,about the 
Source to Sea River Clean Up on October 
2nd. Part of this is cleaning up The 
Montague Plains, this meeting held at the 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls is to answer 
questions as how you can help. 

Meet & Greet local authors, including Joe 
Parzych of Jep's Place, at the World Eye 
Bookshop, 156 Main S~ Greenfield, from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
be served. Call 772-2186 for info. 

Gill Friday Night Films outside behind the 

Riverside Green School, Rt 2, 8 p.m. Polar 
Express shown on the back wall. Bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, snacks. Canceled if 
rain. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: The 
Green River Gang Rock/Funk/Jam with 
Dave Loomis 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: James Keyes, 
Country Roots, 9 to 11 p.m. 

FRIDAY - SATURDAY, 
SEPEMBER. 24th - 25th 
Ambush On T Street , 8 p.m. Memorial 
Hall, Shelburne Falls. $20 at the door, cash 
or check only. Advance tickets www.zen­
peacemakers.org. Created and performed 
by Court Dorsey, Al Miller and John 
Sheldon. Also at Zen Peacemakers, 
Montague, October 8th & 9th. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th 
HaNest Moon Jazz Art Scholarship Benefit 
at Gallery 38, Turners Falls. Deerfield 
Valley Art Association presents Charlie 
Schneeweis and friends in the beautiful 
setting of the Gallery 38 Fall Show. A relax­
ing evening of mellow jazz, wine tasting 
and hors d'ouevres and a good cause. 
Supporting the arts for our youth. Two Art 
Scholarship Awards will be given to two 
graduating Seniors this Spring at T umers 
Falls High School and Franklin County 
Technical School. The Seniors will subse­
quently show their work at Gallery 38. 7 to 
10 p.m. Tickets available at the door. 
Contact person, Annette Mackin: 648-957 4 
or www.deerfieldvalleyart.com. 

Montague Farm Cafe, Montague, 12-3 
p.m. Great food and a family friendly 
atmosphere. Health and wellness offer­
ings, fresh veggie care packages. Puppet 
and ukulele show. Everything is free. 
Open AA meeting 1 :30 - 2:30 p.m. 
Transportation available. Karen (413) 367-
5275 or karen@zenpeacemakers.com 

Acoustic Trio, Warped Americana, 8 
to 10 p.m. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th 
Deja Brew, Wendell All Small 
Caps. Last Monday of each 
month A Night of Spoken ! 
Word. Open Mic at 7 p.m. 
Guest readers 8 to p.m. 

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
30th 
Opening Night 
of "Thrive 
Fest' featuring 
solo All-Stars 
such as Ray 
Mason and 
many many 
more. At the 
Rendezvous, 

Charles 
Neville 
opens the 

26th season 
of the 

Wendell Full 
Moon Coffee 

House on 
Saturday, 

September 25th, 
7:30 p.m. 

T umers Falls. $5 to infinity donation, call 
863-2866 for info. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love, Acoustic 
Guitar, 8 to 10 p.m. Singing all your 
favorite oldies from the 60's & ?O's. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1st 
Brick House Community Potluck, 5 30 to 8 
p.m. Join neighbors for this free harvest 
supper. 

Ill SPIT THI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Dro~n, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS - D~n, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Frte ( except some trips), open to local 
kens. Some nq11in permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 1st & 2nd 
Performance by Paul Richmond, Suzy • 
Polucci and Moonlight Davis at the Shea 
Theater, Turners Falls. There's No Way To 
Tell From The First Kiss. A benefit for The 
Montague Reporter! 

15 

m 

~ 

I 
Great~ 

Fine Wine Food I 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 

. ~ 
• Fnday, 9/24 9 to 11 p.m. ~ 

James Keyes: Country Roots ~ 
Saturday, 9/25 9 to 11 p.m. I 
Kristen Ford Band: lndie Rock; 
Sunday, 9/26 8 to 10 p.m. ~ 

Steve Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick I 
Monday, 9/27 7 to 10 p.m. ; 
All Small Caps: A Night of Spoken ~ 

Word, Open Mic & Guest Reader I 

Gender Role Free Contra, Montague 
Grange, Montague Center. Experienced 
session 4-5:30 p.m. $5, chili benefit supper 
6-7 p.m. Evening all level dance 7-10 p.m. 
$7-$10 sliding scale, students $5. Caller 
Sue Rosen music Bruce Rosen and 
Shirley White. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 8th & 9th 
The Uncommon Players Present: The 
Fanndale Avenue Housing Estate 
Townswoman Guild Dramatic Society 
Murder Mystery. Written by David 
McGillivray and Walter Zerlin Jr. Directed 
by Kimberley Morin. Continues 10115 & 16 
at 7:30 pm, 10/10 at 2 p.m. Tickets $10. 
South Deerfield Congregational Church. 
Reservations (413) 665-2481. 

ONGOING 

WEDNESDAYS 
Great Falls Farmers 

Market. On the lawn 
near the Discovery 
Center, Avenue A, 
T umers Falls, 2 to 6 
p.m. 

THROUGH 
OCTOBER 30TH 
On display at the 
Wendell Free 
Library, Wendell 
center. exhibition 
of mushroom 
prints by Maryellen 

Bums of Orange. 
Each of the nineteen 

compositions were 
made by placing wild 

mushroom caps on differ­
ent papers. The resulting 

interactions produce a wide range 
of images and colors, variations that need 
to be seen to be believed. Library Hours: 
Tues.~ p.m.; Wed. 10-8 p.m.; Sal 930-
330 p.m .. 

, 

e~tat 
------------

We Deliver Now 
Thursday - Sunday 

Nights 
Fn. .:?·Hh S:SO - 1.:?:SO am Kar.loktt 

TN!· Prodrv:tmu 
Sat a,:;th &:SO - ~ pm I.Rmiy Zarcone-

Frank Sinatra Stylt 
Slw 26th 2:00 - 10:00 pm Food & Da.ncmg 

,-::,,,;,.,_y ,'m1Ju/ay Party 

Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays til 10:00 p.m. 

•• 

978-544-BREW I 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road G 

Next to the Wen dell Count,y Store I 
www.DejoBrcwPuh.com ~ 

$ GREENAELD 

~~~!§.: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
ShoMinesb 

Friday, Sept. 24th to Sun., Sept. 26th 
1. THE TOWN R in DTS sound 

DAILY 12:00 3:00 7:00 9:20 
2. LEGEND OF THE 
GUARDIANS: THE OWLS OF 
GA'HOOLE (3D) PG in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4:00 6:45 8:45 
3. THE AMERICAN R 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 7:00 9:30 
4. RESIDENT EVIL: 
AFTERLIFE R 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
5. DEVIL PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
6. EASY A PG13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:00 
7. WALL STREET: THE 
MONKEY NEVER SLEEPS 
PG3 DTS sound 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 

TIIIIS 9/23 8pnl FREE 
IWrSMpfwilh 
Peter ....... &amt Sawyer, 
a.ncc.a,notha'sl 

FrL t/24 2LESEmS, 51111 
RqtJlosonl&lolina.-J 

SIT. 9125 9-.30 $3 
:ltnlKwtJtm•DlfpFlolanfo6 
1he Zackluck•Bad 

Siil 9/2, .,_ FIB 

TIT KARAOKE ..... ""' .. ~ 
78 THIRD STREET 
TUIIIERS FlllS 
TMEVDO.ET 413-163-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Abo.ft Pace : 
Computer Solutions : 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair 61'.J" Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

DOLAN & DOtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Rl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 
Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 

Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

• C~@y/SlloM Smi~~Wlll'8 
• P@W®try 

• ~001Je Ari Dw@wo01Jg$ a01Jd 

IF@omillo01l~$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET • lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREE.COM Jf,. 
Wendell, JIIA , • ~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie1 ""'· , (t,~ 
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Long Plain Road Bridge over Construction employees put 
tongue and groove planking 
between the existing I-beam 
stringers to catch broken con­
crete. Operators also had to 
keep equipment clear of the 
tracks when trains ran through 
the job to avoid collisions. 
Equipment on the job included 
a Cat D-6, two John Deere trac­
tor backhoes, a crane and two 
excavators with buckets and 
demolition hammers. 

in order to develop a patina 
that will protect the beams, and 
give them an 'old' look. 
Consequently, they will not 
need stripping and re-painting. 
Reinforcing rods in the concrete 
are epoxy coated to avoid the 
problems of deteriorated con­
crete that caused problems 
with the old bridge. 

New England Central Railroad Complete 

"There were no collisions 
between equipment and trains, 
and no collisions between cars 
and the bridge," Clark said. "A 
tractor trailer went through with 
a wide load and scraped the new 
concrete, but we fixed that." 

There were no accidents or 
injuries to the crew. 

From Clark's point of view, 
the signal lights that regulated 
bi-directional traffic over the 
one lane that was kept open at 
all times during the bridge con­
struction project worked very 
well. Drivers on Route 63 over 
the last two years might have 
developed a different view of 
that signal light. The wait 
seemed to grow longer as the 
months went by. 

The new ove1pass is 50 feet 
wide and 190 feet long. 

Two lanes above, one below! The Route 63 (Long Plain Road) overpass in Leverett i.r complete. 

The replacement bridge con­
sists of steel I-beam stringers 
resting on reinforced concrete 
abutments and piers. The 
unpainted beams were joined 
with high tensile strength bolts 
in place of rivets, which is now 
standard practice. The bare 
beams were designed to rust, 

"We have trailers on the site, 
but the job is essentially com­
plete,'' Clark said on 
Wednesday. "We're just waiting 
for the grass to grow. We bid the 
job low because of the econo­
my, but we came out O.K." 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
LEVERETT - It may have 
seemed a long time in coming, 
but the railroad overpass on 
Route 63, or Long Plain Road, 
ach1ally finished a couple of 
months ahead of schedule, 
according to project manager 
Shawn Clark, of Northern 
Construction of Palmer. 

"Anytime you have traffic," 
Clark said, "it delays the job." 

Here, the job had vehicular 
traffic over the bridge and trains 
running through the job under 
the bridge. 

Trains did delay the work, 
Clark said. "But, the Mass DOT 
was good about letting us work 
overtime to make up for the 
times we were delayed when 
we had to get out of the way and 
wait for the train to go by. We 
had a flagman in touch with the 
railroad [N.E.Central] by radio. 
They also let us know when 
trains were scheduled, which 
was mostly in the morning. The 
flagman kept track of all that, 
and he'd give us a warning, 
'O.K. eve1ybody, a train's com­
ing,' and eve1yone would step 

Math and Science Initiative at Turners High 

A kicktJ.ff event was held on 
September 14th for the Mass 
Math and Science Initiative, or 
MMSI, at Turners Falls High. 
Students heard a presentation by 
director John Smolenski on the 
advantages of the Advanced 
Placement (AP) programs being 

offered. A MMSI 
grant will provide 
funding far AP 
trainingfar teachers 
and the cost of test­
ing 

Smolenski told 
the gathered stu­
dents that taking 
AP classes gives 
them an advantage 

when thry go to college because thry 
will alreatJy understand the level of 
rigor college requires. Saturday 
stutJy sessions nnll allow students to 
attend extra classes held at a college 
campus. The program offers stu­
dents incentives and cash prizes far 
good performance. 

back until the train went by." 
To keep demolition debris 

off the track, Northern 

At Gallery at Hallmark, 85 Avenue A, Turners Falls Opening Reception October 1, 6-8 pm 
Associated Friday evening events. Info at artandcommunity.org 

-T~RNERSFAt.t.S 
RIVIMU~TURI< 

FOSTERING ART AND CULTURE 

IN FRANKLIN COUNTY. MA 

\\,••11"(11 \111--,11 f111-,•11-

' l,·,·tri, C!J HILLSIDE 
PU\STJCS. INC 

··----11i,.,(ii11• 
~TaveRn: ·-----

IAL 
cc, Jr 1ryorg 

O.istin Couture 
first,~, t11Rol 

Allditiea~I Fuhre4 Artists: 
Sara Acton 
Jessica Fafnir 
Adamites 

Mary Al'erul 
Ellen Blanchette 
Daniel Brown 
RJ be.-t Canti us 
Nat Cohen 
Jo-Ann Oenehy 
Paul Gatller 
Nayana Glazier 
Bob Green 

Barbara Hadden 
Ribert Halloc~ 
William Hosie 
Anita Hunt 
Unda Mahoney 
Barbara 1-iilot 
1/aris Mohler 
Sandra Streeter 
Darlene lhorpe-

Johansmeyer 
John Williamson 
Tom Wyatt 

mixed 
111edi,1 
paiurcr, 
cl,mdiue 
tll/lSS/ll/1 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

(l1il\ Your Local John Deere Dealer 

WJ for49Years 

JOHN DEERE 413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

[HioIPI1I&IoILI1IvI1] 
LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11 :30 - 2:30 * DINNER TUES - SAT, S - 9 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER 5 - 8 

homegrown, farm-inspired 
food and drink 

PHONE 413-774-3150 • 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
WWW.HOPEANDOLIVE.COM 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thurs Ja2Z 

Glass 15, Bollle 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 




