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GILL AND
MONTAGUE CHOOSE
THE .9% SOLUTION

DAVID DETMOLD

The Gill and
Montague selectboards
met in joint session on
September 8th at the
Montague town hall,
with members of the two
towns” finance commit-
tees, to come up with a
joint proposal in advance
of the budget setting dis-
trict meeting for the
regional schools, which
will take place on
Wednesday, September
17th at 6:30 pm. at the
Turners Falls High
School.

This was the second

On Sept. 8th, the Gill selectboard met in joint session Wb 1he
Montagne board and finance committee fo prepare for Tuesdays
budget setting District Meeting for the G-M schooks. (I fo r) Par

Allen, Jobn Hanold, Carolyn Olsen, Jeff’ Singleton, Allen
Ross, Patricia Pruitt, Marje 1 evenson, Tracy Rogers, Ann
Banash, 1.¢e Stevens, and Nancy Griswold DETMOLD PHOTO

time in recent weeks the
two towns’ finance and
selectboards have met. At
the first meeting, they
chose Montague town
moderator Ray Godin to
moderate the district
meeting, like last year.
The Gill-Montague
Regional School District
(GMRSD) has already
posted the agenda for the
district meeting, which
consists of one article: a
motion to approve a
$16,820,004 operating
budget for the school
year already in progress.

see BUDGET pg 11

Outpouring of Support
for Young Woman
Injured in Gar Accident

BY MARA
BRIGHT
WENDELL -
Community
fundraising
efforts are ongo-
ing to aid seven-
teen-year-old
Clara Gardner,
who was serious-
ly injured when a
car struck her
while loading her
friend’s van out-

side the AmTrak Gam'mr; shown here in a photo

station in
Springfield, at 1
am. on August
2nd. She was just return-
ing from Mexico. where
she had been studying
Spanish with her dad and
two friends. She was
transported to the Bay
State Hospital trauma
unit, where it was deter-

tfaken in Guanajuato, Mexico, this
summer by her friend Jose Luis Medina

mined that she needed
amputations of both legs
above the knee.

She is currently recov-
ering at a rehabilitation
facility, where she will
begin the process of

see CLARA pg 11

GCC Proposes Dropout Prevention
Program for Turners High School

BY DAVID DETMOLD
GILL-MONTAGUE -
Bob Pura, president of
Greenfield Community
College, wants to help the
Gill Montague Regional
School District reduce its
dropout rate. He came to
the September 9th meet-
ing of the school commit-
tee with an offer of free or
reduced tuition in a spe-
cial dual enrollment pro-
gram at the college for up
to 20 academically capa-
ble TFHS students who
are judged by high school
administrators to be at
risk of dropping out. The
project, called the Early
Transition Program, has
been  working  with
Greenfield High students
for the past year, and will
be available to TFHS stu-
dents starting in the spring
of 2009.

G.C.C. Associate Dean
of Enrollment Shane
Hammond said the pro-
gram has been working
with 20 fulltime students
a year from Amherst High
School for the last 12

‘... people get
far too many
messages that
they don’t
belong in
higher educa-
tion, that they
can’t succeed,
when in fact
we know they
can, and they
will.”

Bob Pura, president of
Greenfield Community College

years, and has recently
expanded to include full
and part time students
from Greenfield High. If
adopted at Gill-
Montague, the program
would allow  Early
Transition students to take
courses toward complet-
ing their high school
course requirements,
while at the same time
earning credit toward an
associates degree at the
college. The program will

be available to juniors and
seniors.

Pura called the pro-
gram, “incredibly power-
ful,” with “an incredible
graduation rate” for the
students enrolled.

Pura said the program
was extended to include
local school districts, after
the successful startup with
Amberst High, when two
anonymous community
members from Franklin
County came forward to

offer to do something to
help relieve the high
dropout rates in school
systems like Gill -
Montague.

“These two folks
became concerned with
the numbers of people in
the community who did
not see themselves as col-
lege bound. people who
get far too many messages
that they don’t belong in
higher education, that
they can’t succeed when
in fact we know they can
and they will.” Through
the generosity of these
donors, Community
Access Fund Scholarships
are now available to make
the dual enrollment pro-
gram available to income
eligible students at no
cost. The college is able to
offer the Early Transition
Program to students who
are not eligible for the
scholarships at 80% of
regular tuition, with no
added fees, Pura said. For
these students, the fami-
lies would most likely

see TFHS pg 10

$kate Park May Lose its Lease

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS - The
Turners Falls skate park.
which finally opened this
spring after being locked
for more than four years
because of deteriorating

conditions, has been
enjoying something of a
heydey. with skaters and
BMX bikers - young men,
mostly - cutting graceful
figures as they execute

Community Meeting
to discuss the future
of the Skate Park
Wednesday,
Sept. 17th, 7 p.m.at
the Brick House.
Public Welconze.

figure 8s and bold, gravi-
ty defying stunts.
However, the ten-year
lease on the property is

-

REmmoLD ProTo

Matt Spring, 11, said coming fo the ﬁéa}‘e par,é “Yakes your mind off life.”

expiring at the end of
October, and the landlord
is considering charging a
monthly lease fee for the
skate park, or simply ter-
minating the lease alto-
gether, at least in part

because the skaters and
bikers and other young
people who frequent the
park have been “trashing”
the place.

The owner, Tim
DeChristopher, of Turners

Falls, said a combination
of economic circum-
stances (he is putting the
former Chick’s Garage up
for sale, although the
skate park lot will not be

see PARK pg 12
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PET OF THE WEEK
A Gentle Soul

Beauty

My name is Beauty and I'm an
t-year-old female hound mix
in need of a good home. I'm best
described as a “gentle soul”. Tam
gentle with kids, cats, dogs - I
don’t even chase deer! A tiue
hound, I love sniffing around and
have enough independence that I
will happily lay at your feet and
hang out with you. I would be
good with kids over 5. For more
information on adopting me
please contact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society at 413-
548-9898 or via email lev-
erett(@dpvhs.org.

NaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying and selling used books

22 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FALLS, MA

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

UPINNGIL

FALL RASPBERRIES
MILK & FARMSTEAD
CHEESE

Farm Store & Stand
Open 7 Days a WeeR
8am -7 pm
411 Main Road, Gill
863-2297

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Mother Goose on the Loose

Mother Goose on the Loose will
be held Saturday, September
20th, at the Camegie Library at
10:30 am. The program is an
interactive mix of guitar and
banjo music, rhymes, stories,
puppets, and other visuals. The
free sessions are designed for
babies through preschoolers and
are performed by Children’s
Librarian Linda Hickman and

musician Michael Nix. Monthly
Saturday programs will be held
through November. The pro-
grams are supported by a grant
from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services, adminis-
tered by the Massachusetts
Board of Library
Commissioners. For more infor-
mation call 863-3214.

Library Glub Meets at Mlllers Falls

MILLERS FALLS-
Isabella, Kartyr, and
Brianna of Millers Falls
enjoyed looking at
“ology” books at the |
Millers Falls Library |
during Library Club on
Tuesday, September Oth. fgf =
Library Chub is a free |}

drop in after school pro-

gram for children of all ages. It

meets every Tuesday from 3:30 -
4:30 pm. at the Millers Falls

Library.  Activities include
crafts, snacks, live music, and
stories. LINDA HICKMAN PHOTO

NMH Hosts Diversity Summit

Northfield Mount Hermon
School will host the inaugural
Conference on Race, Racism.
and Raising the Discourse on
September 27th and 28th.
Organizer James Greenwood,
NMH’s director of multicultural
education, encourages faculty
and students from area schools to
attend to explore diversity, equi-
ty. social justice, and multicul-
turalism.

Keynote speaker Aya DelLedn
is a black/Puerto Rican spoken

word poet and director of the
Mothertongue Institute for
Creative Development. Also pre-
senting will be Daneea Badio, a
social worker from Georgia
whose nonprofit organization
helps single parents and The
Minority Reporter, whose web-
site deconstructs mainstream
movies, analyzing messages
about race and social function.
Diversity summits will be
held throughout the year at
NMH, scheduled for October

DET MOLD PHOTO

Channcey plays at Bel'l:’.%ﬂ fbe Uprights on 2nd Street
on Monday nights. Here he is in action,
pulling off a few Keef Richards’ licks.

Summit speaker Aya Del ein

25th-26th, November 15th-16th,
January 24th-25th, February
21st-22nd, and April 4th-5th. For
more information, or if you are a
student or teacher who wants to
register for the conference, con-
tact James Greenwood at 413-
498-3439 or e-mail jgreen-
wood@nmhschool.org.

TFHS Class of ‘43 Reunion

Members of the Turners Falls
High School Class of 1943
reunion committee met recently
at the home of Walter and
Virginia Kostanski, of Turners
Falls, to finalize plans for their
65th class reunion. Reservations
have been made with the French
King Restaurant. Route 2, in
Erving for Saturday, October

11th, 2008, at 1 p.m. for this
event. Dinner will be served at 2
p m. Reservation cards are being
mailed to out-of-the-area class
members, and local members
will be located by phone.

June Powers Wilkins, 75 B
Wells Street, Apartment 218,
Greenfield, MA 01301 will be
receiving reservations. Checks

for the cost of dinner should be
made out in her name for $25 per
person. Her telephone number is
413-773-5393.

Choices for the complete din-
ner are beef, chicken, or had-
dock. Cheese and crackers will
be offered during the social hour,
from 1 pm. to 2 p.m. For addi-
tional information, please call
Edward Letourneau at 413-773-
9289.

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:

$20 for 6 months

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Sept 1ath - Sept. 19th

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street,
Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from

9:00 am.. to 2:00 p.m. for
activities and congregate
meals.  Council-on-Aging

Director is Bunny Caldwell.
For information or to make
reservations, call 863-9357.
Meal reservations need to be
made a day in advance by 11
a.m. Messages can be left on
our machine when the center
is mnot open. Mealsite
Manager is Chris Richer. The
Center offers a hot noon meal
weekdays to any senior. A
reservation is necessary and
transportation can be provid-
ed.Trips: Call the Senior
Center 863-9357 or 863-
4500

Monday, 15th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics
Tuesday, 16th

9 a.m. Walking Group

10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga

1 p.m. Canasta

State Primary Elections;
Center closed for activities
and congregate meals. Meals
on Wheels delivered as usual.
Wednesday, 17th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, 18th

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday, 19th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics

11 a.m. Easy Aerobics

Trips: Call the Senior Center
863-9357 or 863-4500.

ERVING Senior Center. 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open  Monday through
Thursday from 9 am. to 2
p.m. for activities and con-
gregate meals. For informa-
tion and reservations call
Polly Kiely, Senior Center
director at 413 423-3308.
Lunch daily at 11:30 a.m.

with reservations a day in
advance by 11:00 am.
Transportation can be provid-
ed for meals, Thursday shop-
ping, or medical necessity by
calling Dana Moore at 413-
422-2584.

Monday, 15th

9:00 a.m. Exercise
9:45 am. Library
12 Noon Pitch
Tuesday, 16th

9 a.m. Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 17th
8:45 am. Line Dancing
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 18th

9 a.m. Aerobics
10:15 a.m. Pool

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices
on Wendell Depot Rd. Call
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of
events or to coordinate
transportation.

CORRECTION

The article on Wendell Old
Home Day (MR VI #41) on
August 7th contained an inaccu-
racy in listing the accomplish-
ments of Wendell’s Citizen of
the Year. Charles T. Smith. He is
not the longest serving chair of
a board of health in the state of
Massachusetts. He is the longest
serving chair of a conservation
commission in the state of
Massachusetts. He has also
been helpful to the Wendell
board of health in conducting
perc tests in years past. Thank
you Charles, and we apologize
for the editing error.

Feel Like a Brand New Person!

Witha
Haircut at

Ed’s

115 Avenue A * 863-2085
Ed, Denise & KarriAnn

| “54 Years on the Ave” |

LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA .net

local gossip, news & business listings

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Lunch Specials from 11:00 am.
Mon: American Chop Suey * Tues.
Chicken Fricassie * Wed: Chicken
Souvlaki, nce * Thurs: Corn Beef &

Cabbage * Fn: Fried Scallops
Sat Yankee Pot Roast

Open Sundays 7-2
863-9636
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Peaceful Palm Opens in Turners fallg

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Tamar Allis, of Turners Falls,
and Deirdre Hall, of
Northfield. have opened a new
yoga and fitness studio on 3rd
Street in Turners Falls. Called
the Peaceful Palm. the studio
will feature beginner and inter-
mediate courses in Hatha yoga.
for children and adults, and
senior citizens too. Also, the
instructors are trained to teach
Pilates. while guest instructors
will be offering workshops in a
range of activities from art
therapy to belly dancing.
Mindful of the emphasis
downtown Turners is placing
on the arts these days, Allis
and Hall will be hosting
changing art shows six times a

year on the walls of the former
Pure Light Gallery, 37 Third
Street, where their new yoga
studio is located. The inaugur-
al show is by Andrea Mizula-
Jones, of South Deerfield. in a
variety of media, including a
wonderful block print of Mt.
Chocorua, a favorite spot. The
studio will also be participat-
ing in the downtown art walks,
including the upcoming Arts
and Leaves tour on October
4th and 5th.

Allis and Hall point out the
many benefits of yoga include
reducing stress, increasing
flexibility and strength. and
calming and centering the
mind. Pilates, they add, is
good for “core strengthening”

and alleviation of back pain, as
well as providing a “whole
body workout.” They want to
encourage people from all
walks of life to come in to the
Peaceful Palm and become
more  physically  active,
through yoga and Pilates.

Spanish-English  classes
will also be offered. The
instructors have been practic-
ing yoga for 14 or 15 years,
and have taught courses at the
YMCA in Greenfield in the
past. This is the first time they
have opened their own studio.

“It’s very exciting,” said
Allis.

For more information, go to
their website at
www.thepeacefulpalm.com.

Belly dancing and bula hoops enliven the grand opening of
the Peaceful Palm Yoga Studio on 3rd Street in Turners Falls
W hitney Suter, front and center

VMlontague Business Association Sl TAUISHAY networking

Vieetings at Area Establishments Begin September 18th

on Wednesday. November 12th
from 5 - 6:30 p m. This event
will give area business people
an opportunity to ask questions

Almost a year in the making,
the Montague area once again
has its own business associa-
tion. On September 18th, from
5-7 pm.. the Montague
Business Association (MBA)
will host the first of a monthly
“Thirsty Thursday” networking
series at the Rendezvous, 78
3rd Street, Turners Falls. These
events, which are free and open
to the public, will take place on
third Thursdays, with locations
rotating among establishments
in several of Montague’s five
villages, including the Miller’s
Pub, Thomas’ Country Club,
the Night Kitchen, the Route 63
Roadhouse, Jake’s Tavern. and
Between the Uprights.

The new MBA’s mission is
to support, promote, and devel-
op Montague’s businesses by

collaborating with others to bet-
ter the community and enhance
Montague’s long-terin econom-
ic growth. MBA president Pam
Kostanski of Jay K’s Liquors
sees the organization as “alive
with possibilities for shaping
the future of the Montague area
business community.”

She and executive commit-
tee members Todd Howe of
Caddie Consulting and Mik
Muller of Montague WebWorks
invite business owners to join
the association at annual rates
ranging from $60 for sole pro-
prietors to $120 for larger com-
panies -- or to follow the lead of
Northeast Utilities and con-
tribute $1000 for a Founder’s
Membership.

Benefits of tax—deductible
membership will include being

represented by a unified voice
at all levels of government,
opportunities for business
referrals and networking, and a
listing in the MBA’s business
directory. Joining now also
offers a unique chance to shape
the future of a new and exciting
organization.

In addition to the Thirsty
Thursday socials, the MBA will
host a pancake breakfast at 7:30
a.m. on Sunday, October 5th at
St. Kazimierz, 197 Avenue A,
Turners Falls, scheduled to
coincide with the Arts and
Leaves Art Walk and Studio
Tour taking place that same
weekend.

The MBA will also sponsor
and facilitate an informational
meeting  with town of
Montague staff at the town hall

COUNTY

e \Vashed Stone

about building codes, permit- e Title V Sand & Gravel
ting processes, health codes, ® Processed Gravels
community policing, and more. ® Red Rock Stone
Updates will also be provided = 50# bags or bulk

® Brick Red Bark Mulch

& Mason Sand

s TRG

8 | oam, screened/unscreened

on issues such as Gill-
Montague bridge construction
plans and the new police sta-
tion. This event will be broad-
cast live on MCTV.

“Our goal is to play a vital
role in the town by building a
viable business support system
through both communication
and action,” says MBA vice
president Howe. “In our first
year, we hope to energize and
unite Montague area businesses
for the betterment of the com-
munity.”

[413] 7141285

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

23

274Rt.2,Gill

* gloves

* boots

* accessories

» gift certificates

CYCLE

(4131 863-9543

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM

Allan * David

Geri

il R CRS ORI

Geri Johnson 6 Associates

REALTORS

66 French King Highway
Gill, MA 01376

(413) B63-9736

Fax (413) 863-9739

Seniors
Real Estaie
Support

Johnson

B (Bl

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER

PoLisH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Daily - Closed Tuesday

Best Polish Food this
side of Krakow!

24 French King Hwy @ TF Bridge
863-9991

TeELEPHONE 413.863.9299

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

» [Fine Arf Drawings and

email: camagehouse@signedinstone.com
65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

« Poifiery

Painfings
BY CHANCE OR -.-,=_ — -
APPOINTMENT. -

194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

[~ _ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Shocks + Tires ¢ Batteries ¢ Starters

< Struts * Tune-ups + Brakes + Oil Change

¢ 413-863-2236
FREE ESTIMATES

Diemand Farm Store

& oy New Summer Hours

i A»  Sunday 6 am-2pm
Mon-Sat 6am-6pm

» Local, free range roasting chicken
* Farm Fresh Eggs
« Homemade frozen meals

126 Mormon Hollow Road . Wendell

Renaissance
Builders

Stephen Greenwald

Turners Falls, MA 01376

PO Box 272

413/863-8316
Fax 413/863-9712

MASS INSPECTION STATION; ND, 13051 978'544-3806
’
Pam Veith Real Estate DEMERS’ LANDSCAPING
AR ARG B | Landscaping & Excavating |
= ans Estimates Given - Fully Insured
st | | gag Tumpike Road, Turners Falls, MA 01376 i

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE * LOTS CLEARED - WOOD CHIPPING
WOOD CHIPS - MULCH = LOAM - LAWNS AND S0OD INSTALLED
PLANTING - MASON AND STONEWORK

ALL TYPES OF FENCING - DOZER AND BACKHOE WORK
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED

www.renbuild.net

“My Office is Always Open to You!”

Edward A. Demers,

Prop.
h ==

Tel. 863-3652
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A Shared Dilemma for
Schools and Towns

BY JOHN HANOLD
MONTAGUE - On Wednesday.
September 17th. registered vot-
ers in Gill and Montague can
take the next step toward setting
this year’s budget for the Gill-
Montague Regional School
District, and in the process
determine the school assess-
ment each town will be obliged
to pay. Although the school year
has begun. the district’s budget
was set by the state’s
Commissioner of Elementary
and Secondary Education, and
is temporary until a budget is
approved by both the school
committee and the voters of the
member towns.

The school committee has
endorsed the commissioner’s
budget, but the towns have each
appropriated less for assess-
ments than the temporary budg-
et would require. The district
proposal would require just over
$9.200,000 in town funding
from Gill and Montague, but the
assessments voted by the towns
total roughly $8,340.000, leav-
ing a significant gap of about
$860.,000.

Why is this Happening?

If one revenue source does
not grow enough to match the
yearly growth of the budget. the
burden of funding the regional
schools shifts to other sources.
For the current budget year, sev-
eral shocks are buffeting the G-
M district and posing a dilemma
to the voters of Gill and
Montague:

The wvarious budgets pro-
posed by the school committee
since late January - including
the one matching the commis-
sioner’s total - are 4 - 5.5%
above the budget set at last
year’s district meeting for the
2007 - 2008 school year.

State aid. which has account-
ed for nearly 40% of the school
budget, grew just under 1%

[] Other

Sign Me Up!
[1$20 for 26 issues (local) [1$25 out-of-area

The basic price of subscriptions barely covers distribution and mailing costs.
Sustaining subscribers help the paper grow!

Sustaining Subscribers: []1$30 [1$50 %100

from last year, primarily reflect-
ing decreased enrollment.
During the last 8 - 10 years,
state aid has consistently lagged
behind the growth in the dis-
trict’s budget.

In deciding how to meet this
year’s school budget increase
the towns have limited choices:

Town department increases
have already been held to less
than 3%.

Non-property tax income is
forecasted essentially flat,
reflecting limited growth in per-
mit fees and auto excise taxes in
a troubled economy.

Voters are reluctant to sup-
port a Proposition 2% override,
reflecting the same view of the
economy noted above. In fact,
in June Montague’s voters
defeated an override request
intended to close a budget gap
on the town side.

In this environment, support-
ing the school committee’s
budget will stress town voters
beyond their ability to pay, now
and in the future.

What Will
Meeting Do?

We expect to begin by con-
sidering the school committee’s
proposal, along with an alterna-
tive proposal reflecting the joint
position of Gill and Montague
town officials, and voting on
them in order. If neither propos-
al is approved. I look for a “‘con-
structive engagement™ of every-
one to define the budget and
funding assumptions we can all
support in future meetings. A
total budget figure requires
agreement between voters at
district meeting and a later vote
by the school committee; any
tax increase requires later
approval by voters in the town
affected: and the use of savings
requires a later vote by the
school committee or the towns

see DILEMMA pg 5
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Obama on Nukes

I wanted to
comment on the
position the
Obama campaign
has taken in sup-
port of “clean
nuclear power”.
The issue for me,
besides the
impossibility of
trying to make
nuclear  power
plants “safe” and
“clean” is the
nuclear waste that
already exists, let

alone  creating
more.

For 50 years
the nuclear
experts haven’t

figured out what
to do with the
waste. Nor is it
ever calculated in
the price of
nuclear power, or
acknowledged that hundreds of
generations into the future will
have to deal with the waste we
have already created.

I guess it goes along with
sending along the deficit to
future generations.

We were in the Franklin
County Fair parade in
Greenfield last week with the
Citizens Awareness Network,
wearing barrels with the
nuclear symbol on them. We
walked the parade route with
water leaking out of the bottom
of the barrels as an example of
the many places nuclear waste
has leaked into our environ-
ment. We did this to address the
reality that no one knows what
to do with nuclear waste, and
meanwhile we are storing it in
barrels that last for 50 years
when nuclear waste lasts for

\

Paul Richmond, left, and Karl Meyer barreled through the Franklin County Parade

in the guise of leaky nuclear waste haunlers.

thousands of years. Until there
is a real solution to the present
nuclear waste problem I don’t
understand why anyone would
want to create more, especially
if you acknowledge the enor-
mous burden on future genera-
tions and the enormous cost
that will be passed on as well.
One last thought: less than
300 years ago in the area where
we now live, people spoke a
different language. What sym-
bols, what language, are we
going to use to label the waste
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repositories to warn future gen-

erations for thousands of years

of the danger we are stockpil-
ing for them today?

- Paul Richmond

Wendell
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EVE ON TOWN FINANGES

Minority Report: Vote a School Budget the Towns Can Afford

BY MIKE NAUGHTON
MONTAGUE - I urge regis-
tered voters in Gill and
Montague to attend the Gill-
Montague Regional School
District meeting on September.
17th, and to vote down the
budget of $16.820,004 that is
being requested by the district.
In this I am joined by the other
members of the Montague
finance committee, as well as
the selectboards of both towns.
Simply put, the towns cannot
afford this budget -- it is not a
vote against education, it is a
vote for preserving our towns as
viable entities.

The combined boards are
planning to offer an alternative
budget of $16,081.257. and I
will leave it to others to offer the
rationale for that number. It is
certainly closer to what the
towns can afford, and its origi-
nator, Jeff Singleton, put a lot of
thought into coming up with it.

I find myself to be a minori-

ty of one, in that I don’t feel that
it goes far enough. It requires an
override of about $160,000
from Gill, as well as the likely
continued use of Montague’s
dwindling reserves. Also, if the
district accepts it, which I think
they may after factoring in some
of their own reserves, then it lets
the state off the hook, and that
would be a bad thing.

Because the real culprit here
is the state government, which
encouraged us through so-called
Education Reform to believe
that we could have a public
school system equal to those of
our richer neighbors and prom-
ised to give us the money to
make that happen. It was a won-
derful goal, and for a while dur-
ing the 1990s the money was
there to make it a reality.

But around 2001, state aid
dried up, and the district towns
have been playing catch-up ever
since.

We want the best for our
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kids, and we have been reluc-
tant to accept the fact that we
simply can’t afford the school
system that the district has built,
so we have been making
increasingly difficult choices in
other areas to keep the dream
alive.

I believe that it is in every-
one’s best interest to wake up,
as Ann Landers would say, and
smell the coffee. We are two
poor towns who have been hung
out to dry by the state, and we
need to face that fact. I believe
we can afford a good school
system, but we can’t afford the

school system we have, and the
harder we try the harder we
make it for ourselves -- all of us,
children and adults alike -- in
the future. We need. as a com-
munity, to step back and take a
hard look at what we are trying
to do and how much money we
have to do it with.

With that in mind, I have
tried to come up with my own
proposal for a budget that the
towns can actually afford, with-
out resorting to overrides or
reserves or other uses of one-
time funds. In doing so, I
focused on Gill, since they seem
to be slightly worse off than
Montague: in other words, a
budget that Gill can afford is
also one that Montague can
afford, but not vice versa.

Based on figures I received
from Gill’s administrative assis-
tant, I calculate that budget to be
$15,073.840, which as you can
see is over $1 million lower
than the one endorsed by my

colleagues. They felt, and per-
haps rightly so, that it is unreal-
istically low, but I believe that it
serves to remind us of just how
far our collective aspirations are
from our ability to pay.

I intend to offer it as an alter-
native at the upcoming district
meeting and let the voters
decide. If the arguments that
persuaded the selectboards and
the finance committee also per-
suade those at the meeting, then
Jeff Singleton’s proposal will
prevail. But if others share my
doubts about the wisdom of
continmiing down the path of
counting on overrides and
reserves to balance our budgets.
my proposal will be there for
them to consider.

Mike Naughton is a member
of the Montague Finance
Committee. The views expressed
here are his alone, and are not
necessarily shared by anyone
else in town government or any-
where else.

DILEMMA from pg 4

affected. In sum. the district
meeting is only the first step in
closing the gap between district
requests and town revenues.

Can We Buy Time Till Next
Year?

In recent years, some speak-
ers favored using savings to
help close the structural budget
gap, in order to give the district
time to settle programming,
benefit plans. and building con-
figuration issues. For some time
I was among those speakers,
anticipating a better solution
“just around the comner”. The
district has indeed addressed
those issues, but the gap has
widened, due in part to the inad-
equate increase in state aid and
in part to expansion of school
programs. To intensify the prob-
lem, Gill has no savings left,
and Montague’s selectboard and
finance committee believe con-
tinued use of savings to pay for
recurring expenses will result in

Montague being in the same
position as Gill in a year or two.
Given a choice between
delaying the inevitable catastro-
phe. and confronting it today,
many townspeople favor con-
frontation today. This new posi-
tion, which I now share, pre-
vailed during Montague’s
lengthy town meetings, which
ended with minimal use of sav-
ings and the curtailment of
salary and benefit increases.

How Should Voters Prepare?

At the outset, we need more
people at the district meeting! 1
recall last year’s budget was
passed by a vote of 132 - 130,
far too few voters and far too
close a margin to be a vigorous
community endorsement. We
owe the district and its towns a
clearer resolution.

Voters should avoid thinking
of the decision as so complicat-
ed - or so hopeless - that “voting
for anything” will defer the
problem to a better time. Better
times are not in sight, and the

affordability of school assess-
ments is a present concern for
both towns. Next Wednesday’s
formal vote is on the district’s
total budget - but the real impact
on residents -whether owners or
renters, is in the assessments on
the towns. The use of savings
and one-time income (whether
in-hand or speculative) to
reduce assessments will influ-
ence the final cost, but it will
also affect the towns’ financial
health.

What Should We Do?

First of all, we should
approve a lower budget total
than the $16,820,004 the school
commiftee is asking for. We
should do this both to help close
this year’s affordability gap and
establish a base for future years.

Unlike the town of
Montague. the school district’s
staffing levels are steady to ris-
ing in a period of declining
enrollment. In Montague, the
police. water treatment plant
and public works departments

are smaller than they were ten
years ago, and town hall staff is
essentially unchanged over that
period. The district™s increases
can be explained, but that does
not make them affordable.

- Both the town of Montague
and the school district have
taken steps to curb health care
costs, the district by changing
their insurance provider and the
town by negotiating an increase
in the employees’ share of pre-
miums, from a 90% - 10% split
to an 80% - 20% split over the
next two years.

- However, the town’s salary
negotiations result in approxi-
mately a 3% increase for
employees for each of the next
two years, including steps and
the health insurance offset,
while the school committee has
included a 3 - 5% increase for
employee salaries in their budg-
et. This difference could wind
up accounting for $175.000 or
so of the funding gap.

Secondly, we should not
cover assessments by further

reducing town budgets and
services, because thriving
schools need wviable towns.
Thirdly, state officials - both
legislative and executive - must
acknowledge that regional co-
operation between school dis-
tricts and other initiatives may
provide budget relief in the
future but they do not address
today’s affordability crisis.

Finally, we should make zero
or minimal use of town and
school district savings, because
our ability to borrow or respond
to non-recurring needs and
opportunities depends on hav-
ing adequate reserves - in both
the towns and the district. I
encourage you to vote only for
what we can afford, and not to
continue to mask the problem
for another year.

John Hanold is the chair of
the Montague finance commit-
tee. The views expressed here
are his own, and are not neces-
sarily shared by anyone else on
the finance committee. W
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I would like to respond to
the letter that Warren Welch
wrote to the readers of the
Montague Reporter in last
week’s issue, regarding
Independence for Montague
Center.

Mr. Welch, be careful of
what you wish for. I would
back you 100 per cent,
because I do believe that it
would take the tax burden

off my back by not having to
support your Center of
Independence.

Just think. You could have
your own police department
with your own chief of
police, your own highway
department with your own
highway  superintendent.
your own town clerk, town
tax office, town building
inspector, town tax assessor,
your own town accountant,
manage your own town hall
(which you already have, so
that’s a plus).

Let’s talk about buying

LETTERS TO

your own highway
department trucks, plows,
sanders, mowers, leasing
your own school busses,
paying for your own
teachers and administrative
staff.

You already have a fire
department. so that would be
another plus. You could buy
the Center School from the

town of Montague and
create a kindergarten
through high school

complex, which could create
great joy to those who now
have to send their children to
the Whately Elementary
School, where I have read
that a good percentage of the
class is made wup of
Montague Center children.
Your own school
superintendent could fight to
bring the children back to
Montague Center.

Your own board of
selectpersons could run your
town, and no one would

/.

Might Not Be Such a Bad Idea

have to complain about our
town administrator, who has,
by the way, brought a lot of
money to our villages in
grants over the years. But I
am sure the Center could
come up with a town planner
who could attempt to seek
grants for the community.

I do believe that the town

highway department would
love to get out of plowing
those hills in the Center
during the winter months.

Warren, I don’t mean to

be facetious, but watch out
for what you seek, because it
might just turn around and
bite you.

I do respect you for

putting this thought out for
discussion.

- Art Gilmore

Millers Falls

Town Meeting Member,
Precinct 2

THE EDITOR

Singleton Counters
Naughton

A few quick points in reply to
Mike Naughton’s critique of the
“9% budget,” (not to be
confused with the 1/12th budget;
see pages 4 and 5). First of all.
the budget does not require a
$160.000 override in Gill, since
most of that number is in fact
caused by shortfalls in the Gill
town budget.

At most the budget the two
towns have proposed for the
district schools would require a
$30,000 override from Gill, for
the school side. Thus, Naughton
bases his own alternative
recommendation on a Gill
problem not mainly caused by
school finding issues. I do not
think this sends a clear message to
the state at all. The .9% increase
mirrors the level of state aid and
sends a much clearer message.

Naughton also does not like
the fact that the proposed budget
still uses Montague reserves. But
in fact the proposal significantly

reduces the use of reserves over
FY’08 (by nearly 2/3rds). This is
very similar to what we have done
on the town side of the budget.
You cannot expect to dig yourself
out of the hole in one year.
Naughton fears the school
district will come down to the
9% budget with reserves and
one-time revenues, thus getting
the state “off the hook.” T do not
think it will be so easy. I think it
will require a negotiation where
we are all sitting at the table.
But at least Naughton and I
are debating the best way to
challenge the mess that has been
“dumped in our laps.”
- Jeff Singleton
Montague Center

Jeff Singleton is also a
member of the Montague finance
committee. The views expressed
here are his own and do not
necessarily represent those of
anyone else on the committee.
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Cover up, please?

Enjoying a fine afternoon
following the last remmants of
the hurricane, my eight year old
son and I decided to go to Fiske
Pond. As we passed the pond,
we heard a sound, perhaps
swimmers. Glancing back
briefly, I confirmed indeed there
were three swimmers, upright
and nude.

On our way out (the trail was
too waterlogged to do the
circuit) we averted our eyes.

Actually, this summer, I"ve
encountered nude swimmers
virtually every time I've taken
my kids to Fiske Pond. I'm
generally not prudish, every
once m awhile is fine - but it
seems to have gotten a bit out of
hand. For example, one user, on
multiple occasions, would spend
a good deal of time bending over
to pick up weeds in the nude, no
matter who was around.

I was one of several folks
who worked hard to protect
Fiske Pond for the enjoyment of
the public, particularly to
provide access to a traditional
swimming hole. there being few

other appealing public options.
Along the way. there were some
sacrifices made in terms of what
we could and couldn’t do at
Fiske Pond.

For the enjoyment of all the
public, not just a few, I am
asking nude swimmers who
don’t already do so, to please
consider some options, so that
parents like myself, or other
users, don’t have to worry about
what we’ll encounter at the
beach.

One option would be to use a
swimsuit, but there are other
options as well. For example,
listening for other people
approaching, and covering up.
(Actually, one day a very
courteous group of nude
swimmers heard our Kkids
coming, asked them to wait, and
covered themselves.) Nude
swimmers could also go to the
pond in the early morning or
early evening, when they are less
likely to mun into people who
don’t want to encounter public
nudity. The simplest thing to do
if all else fails is to cover up in

deeper water, rather than
providing a full frontal view in
shallow water.

I know that some feel nude
swimming is natural and that
nudity is just another societal
taboo, but there must be ways to
minimize subjecting others to
nudity, which may Dbe
unappreciated or may make
other users, particularly children.
feel awkward. At a certain age.
kids really do start to notice
mudity and also develop a sense
of modesty.

Regardless of what
regulations the town of Wendell
has adopted at Fiske Pond.
public nudity is illegal, and some
users really don’t appreciate it.
I’m not writing this letter to ask
the conservation commission to
prohibit public nudity outright at
Fiske Pond. But T would ask for
some common sense and
courtesy from the subset of nude
swimmers who don’t feel there
is a need to cover up for other
users.

- Raymond DiDonato
‘Wendell

build | rnsmag'e | a‘eai;e | 413.5"2 4808
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CDM Seeks $75,000 More for Sewer Work

BY DAVID DETMOLD - On
July 28th. as reported in the
August 7th issue (VT #41) of the
Montague Reporter, Paul Gilbert,
project supervisor for Camp
Dresser McKee (CDM), the
engineering firm assisting the
town of Montague in their $5.7
million combined sewer
overflow remediation project and
treatment plant upgrade, asked
the Montague selectboard to
grant a change order for an
additional $68.000 in engineering
fees. CDM had dropped its fee by
$200,000 back in May of 2006,
when Gilbert announced that
total costs for the CSO project
had ballooned to $10.3 million,
and the town ordered a reduction
in the scope of work to fit the
project within the approved $5.7
million price tag. In July, Gilbert
defended his request for an
additional $68.000 by noting the
added costs of project redesign,
on site supervision during rough
patches in construction of the
new chlorine tank, and design
work for solving code issues in
the operations building.

The selectboard asked for and
received a breakdown of total
construction costs for the two
phase project, including the code
compliance work at the
operations  building, before
granting Gilbert’s request for
$68,000 in added engineering
fees on August 11th. But on
September 8th, town
administrator Frank  Ab-
bondanzio informed the board
that Gilbert has requested an
additional $75.000 for “design
costs associated with addressing
code issues CDM has been
mvolved with” in the operations
building at the treatment plant.

“So, that’s $143.000 total?”
asked a skeptical Pat Allen. “I’'m
not sure I knew it was going to be
going up.”

“Me neither,” said board
member Patricia Pruitt. “We need
to hear some more about that.”

“Have Paul Gilbert come
back.” to explain the additional
request, Allen  instructed
Abbondanzio.

In other sewer related news,
Abbondanzio summarized
Montague water pollution control
facility superintendent Bob
Trombley’s plan to use $180,000
out of $216,000 from the sewer
department’s retained earning
(free cash) account to reduce the
impact of the CSO work on this
year’s sewer rates, as follows.

“Without retained earnings,
we'd be seeing an increase of
26% [in sewer rates] mostly due
to increased debt service from the
CSO work. That alone accounts
for a 20% hike. We knew it was
coming; now it’s here.”

Abbondanzio explained that
use of retained eamnings would
reduce the hike to about 9% over
last year’s sewer rates.

Hallowe’en in the Park

The board approved a request
by the Skeleton Crew Theater to
hold an interactive, full scale
puppet theater performance in
Peskeomskut Park from 3 p m. to
9 p.m. on the date of the Rag
Shag Parade, Hallowe’en, Friday.,
October 31st.

Michael
Montague,

Glazier, of
and Jonathan

of Scottys Convenience Store at the top of Unity Street.

“It’s critical we use it to
mitigate the increase.” Trombley
feels it’s important to leave some
balance remaining in the retained
earnings fund, since the
remainder will be “built into the
base” for next year, Abbondanzio
said.

But Charles Blanker, vice
president of strategic
development for Southworth
Paper, the town’s largest sewer
user, wondered “Are we over
budgeting on purpose? It seems
there’s a substantial free cash or
retained earnings account each
year.”

The board promised to have
Trombley get back to Blanker to
answer this and other questions
he had about the WPCF’s budget
before the rate hearing to fix the
sewer rates on September 15th.

Abbondanzio said the impact
from the proposed hike to the
average sewer user of 75,000
gallons a year would equal
about $39 a year, nine dollars
more than the off the cuff
estimate Trombley gave two
weeks ago.

The board approved a change
order for the CSO work to pay
$30.114 for resurfacing concrete
on the sludge storage tank,
which, when drained recently,

revealed unexpected deteri-
oration that had to be
immediately addressed.

Chappell, of Gill, proprietors of
the Skeleton Crew, described the
event as a child fiiendly. not too
scary experience, similar to a
“mental scavenger hunt,” where
participants answer questions
from life size puppets before
proceeding along the walking

path to the next ghoulish
interlocutors.

Glazier said the puppets
would resemble “Muppet
characters, friendlier
monsters...” although spookier

monsters for older folks might
also be on hand that evening.
Apple cider and food vendors
may also make up part of the
event.

“We hope to bring a positive
atmosphere for the community
for Hallowe’en, with an emphasis
on safety for the kids,” said
Glazier.

The board granted permission
for Jake’s Tavem to put up a three
and a half by five and a half foot
specials board, partially on the
tavern’s property and partially on
the town sidewalk, from 11 a.m.
to 8 pm. daily. Thirteen feet of
clearance will remain between
the edge of the sign and the
sidewalk planter, allowing plenty
of room for use of the sidewalk.

Sidewalk Construction

The sidewalk reconstruction
project. funded jointly by a
Commumity Development Block

Grant ($279.,545) and a $200,000
town meeting appropriation, was
awarded to the low bidder,
Caracas Construction of Ludlow.
With the addition of $32,000 in
program income funds, the total
amount awarded came to
$511.545.50.

DPW superintendent Tom
Bergeron said construction will
begin, “ASAP,” and should be
largely completed before winter
weather sets m. Sidewalks to be
reconstructed include: Unity
Street (where asphalt residue will
also be removed from the
retaining wall on the east side),
7th Street, Spring Street, Second
Street, and Stevens Street in
Turners Falls, and Center Street
and Union Street in Montague
Center. Additionally, a cut-out
will be installed at the bus stop at
the top of the Hill on Unity Street,
to allow busses to pull out of
traffic while discharging or
boarding passengers.

More importantly, the long
and dangerous crosswalk in front
of Scotty’s, much in use during
the school vear, will be shortened
considerably by the constmiction
of an island, which will help
define the parking in front of
Scotty’s. Abbondanzio said the
parking lot there would still be
accessible from Unity Street and
Keith Street.

“People will no longer be
backing out into the right of
way.” said Abbondanzio, “and
we will reduce the distance
school children will have to
cross.”

With the contribution of
$32.000 from program income
money, Abbondanzio said
$118,500 would remain in that
account.

Following last month’s tree
hearing, Bergeron said none of
the trees along the routes of the
sidewalk work would have to be
removed. He said the paving in
front of the posted trees on Union
and Stevens Street would be done
in asphalt to allow for root
growth, and “if anything were to
happen to the trees in the future.”
then those patches of sidewalk
could be repaved with cement.

In Other News

The board approved a change
in status of hiring from temporary
to fullime for Joe Dodge. as
maintenance and groundskeeper
at the DPW, at 40 hours a week,
$13.69 per hour. The change was
made at the recommendation of

the town accountant.

DPW superintendent Tom
Bergeron said his department
would be returning to a five day,
6 a.m. to 2 p m. workweek, once
there is a threat of snow. The
town hall will remain on an
energy saving four day work
week, with offices open from
8:30 am. - 5:30 pm. Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday, and until
6:30 p m. on Wednesday.

The board approved a
memorandum of understanding
to promote the Pioneer Valley
Clean Energy Plan, outlining
steps the town could take to
reduce energy use and improve
its environmental profile.

Board chair Allen Ross
accepted an invitation to attend a
conference of the United
Southern and Eastern Tribes in
Nashville, TN at the end of
September, to represent the town
of Montague in a panel
discussion about the possibilities
of promoting Montague as a
destination point for
“preservation tourism,”
highlighting the area’s Native
American history.

“I'm not prepared to take a
position on airport related
issues,” cautioned Ross. “I'm
going to help the town, and to
help the tribes create a site where
Native American history could be
presented in a respectful
manner.”

The Narragansett Indian tribe,
which extended the invitation for
a representative of the
selectboard to attend, will pay for
Ross’s travel expenses to and
from the conference.

First Light Power announced
the timing of work on the power
canal, which will be drained for
maintenance from Saturday,
September 13th  through
Thursday. September 18th. There
will be detours along the bike
path during this time, and the
question of signage for those
detours will be addressed to the
pOWer company.

Matthew  Latkewicz, of
Tumers Falls, was appointed to
the Montague Cultural Council.

The board approved a permit
for the Turners Falls High School
Booster Day parade, which will
step off at 10:30 a.m. from Unity
Park on Saturday, October 4th,
and continue down Avenue A to
7th Street, up the Hill to
Montague Street, to Turnpike
Road to the high school.
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Auction of Town Properties Set for September 20th

BY JOSH HEINEMANN - The
Wendell selectboard spent a
large part of its September 3rd
meeting going over the details of
the upcoming September 20thc
auction of 14 tax title properties
with town treasurer Carolyn
Manley. Douglas Auctioneers of

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL
POLICE LOG

Quiet Saturday
in Gill

Monday, 94

345 pm. Assisted with medical
emergency on Main Road

725 pm. Disturbance on West Gill
Road, assisted subject with obtaining

an emergency restraining order.
Tuesday, 9/2

203 pm. Report of minor motor
vehicle accident on French King
Highway.

Wednesday 9/4

2:33 pm. Report of possible suicidal
subject on French King Bridge.
Friday, 9/5

5:50 p.m. Alarm at Main Road location,
all secure.

10:05 pm. Assisted Erving police
department with suicidal subject.
Sunday, 9/7

1:01 p.m. Bicycle accident with injury
on Rt 10

2:33 pm. Assisted with fire alarm on
Mount Hermon Campus.

South Deerfield will conduct the
auction, and will take
responsibility for details like
posting properties on the ground,
newspaper advertisements,
making the required effort to
contact prior owners, who have
the right to bid first on their
former property. Residents who
are interested in which lots are
for sale may examine the list on
posting boards around town,
including the town hall, the
library, the Country Store, and
the Wendell Depot Store.

No property will come with
the presumption that it is an
appropriate building lot, and as
with all auctions, terms of sale
are: “Let the buyers beware.”

There has been continued
interest in the house at 120
Wendell Depot Road, which sits
on a non-conforming lot, has
neither a well nor a septic
system, and does not have
enough room to locate both.

Auctioneers will be paid with
a 5% buyer’s premium, which
will be added to each bid that is
accepted. Douglas Auctioneers
said that establishing a minimum
bid is not a good idea, but buyers
will be required to qualify with a
cashier’s check, the amount of

Tuesday, 9/2

6:55 pm. Medical emergency at a
Warner Street address. Assisted BHA
ambulance, subject transported by
same.

Thursday, 9/4

710 a.m. Report of noise disturbance
in area of Forest Street. Dog barking,
spoke with subject at residence.
Friday, 9/5

6:05 am. Motor vehicle accident on
Route 2 in Farley Flats area, no injury.
730 p.m. Report of two loose dogs in
area of River Street. One dog returned
to owner, one brought to pound.

9:40 p.m. Report of suicidal male at a
Pratt Street address. Transported same
to Baystate Franklin Medical Center.
Saturday, 9/6

1:07 am. Arrested
# Lr
operating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor and speeding.
420 pm. Report of larceny of scrap

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Scrap Metal Theft in Erving

metal from a River Street address.
Investigated.

4:50 p.m. Arrested
or
operating a motor vehicle while under

the influence of liquor and ossession of
class D drug.

6:26 pm. Medical emergency at a
Warner Street address. Assisted BHA
ambulance, subject fransported by
same.

10:09 p.m. Report of a disabled motor
vehicle at east end of Old State Road
Found to be a single-car motor vehicle
accident, no injury.

1137 pm. Report of suspicious
persons at a High Street address.
Checked same, no problems.

Sunday, 9/7

1115 am. Medical emergency at a
Wamner Street address. Assisted BHA
ambulance, subject transported by
same.

which will vary with each
property. Douglas advised the
town to prepare a room with a
capacity to hold 50 or 60 people,
so the board agreed to change the
venue from the town office
meeting room to town hall.

Because the selectboard is
custodian of town properties, a
representative from the board is
required to be at the auction. The
auction must be posted as a
selectboard meeting a week in
advance. All three board
members said they planned to
attend.

Paul Richmond. representing
the Full Moon Coffeehouse
committee, was scheduled to
meet with the selectboard as the
meeting opened, to discuss
wiring issues at town hall where
the monthly coffechouse series
takes place, but he did not
appear.

Town coordinator Nancy
Aldrich said Patty Smythe found
one volunteer for the committee
that will chose and work with the
consultant to update the town
website.

The electrical boxes on the
town common are falling apart,
and may be a hazard. They give
qualms to the musicians who use
them on Old Home Day.
Selectboard member Dan Keller

suggested replacing the plywood
boxes with some composite
material that will last “forever”.
Aldrich said that since the boxes
are not inside a building, the job
does not have to go out to bid,
and the board members agreed to
contact electrician Jerry Facey to
look at the situation and see if he
can order something out of a
catalogue to replace the decrepit
boxes.

The state Department of
Revenue scheduled a meeting
with Wendell’s assessors for
Wednesday, September 10th to
assist in preparing to send out
semi-annual tax bills, rather than
sending annual bills as has been
the town’s recent practice. The
finance committee and the
selectboard  attended  that
meeting as well.

FRCOG is working with
Franklin County towns to bring
in Siemens Building
Technologies to  conduct
preliminary energy audits of
town buildings. These
preliminary audits would show
whether a more complete audit is
justified, and the second audit
would list steps a town should
take to reduce energy use, and
detail the likely cost savings of
each action.

The first audit is free, and

requires no commitment from
the town. The cost of the second
audit is deducted from any work
Siemens does. Siemens would be
paid for their work with the
money a town saves in energy
costs, until the entire bill is paid.

Since the first step costs
nothing, the selectboard agreed
to have the preliminary audit
done. The two new town
buildings are already energy
efficient, but the town hall, the
highway garage. and the new
senior center, even after recent
renovations, may all benefit with
energy savings through this
program.

Two students from
Bernardston narrowly missed
admission to Franklin County
Technical School this year, while
the school accepted two students
from out of the district. In
response, the Bernardston
selectboard sent a letter to the
Tech School administration, and
to selectboards of district towns,
including Wendell, questioning
the school’s admissions policy.
As a result, the Franklin County
Technical School Committee

will review the school’s
admission  policy at its
September meeting.

A Half Mile of Tires

121H ANNUAL CONNECTICUT RIVER CLEANUP

BY ANDREA DONLON

GREENFIELD - Last fall,
over 2000 people from
Vermont, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts and Connecticut
pitched-in for the Source to Sea
Cleanup. They cleared over 50
tons of tires and debris -
including 69 shopping carts, 30
couches and chairs, and six
toilets from the banks of the
Connecticut River and its
tributaries. Five hundred and
ninety-four tires were also
collected last year. Stacked-up,
up the tires collected since the
event began would reach a half

mile into the air.

This year’s cleanup, sponsored
by NRG Middleton Power,
should push the overall tally of
community helpers past the
10,000 mark, over the event’s
12 year history. “We’ve got
volunteer groups working all
the way from the headwaters
near Canada to Long Island
Sound.” said Cleanup
coordinator Christine Luis-
Schultz.

Sponsors helping CRWC
supply Source to Sea volunteers
with needed resources include
Northeast Utilities

Transmission, TransCanada. the

Metropolitan District
Commission (MDC) of
Connecticut, and Lane
Construction Corporation,

based in Cheshire, CT. More
sponsors are welcome.

To become a volunteer or to
help sponsor a group, get more
information, or be referred to a
cleanup team in your area, visit
www.ctriver.org, or email:
cleanup@ctriver.org. Contact
cleanup coordinator Christine
Luis-Schultz at: (413) 772-
2020, ext. 201, with questions.
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Specializing in oil heating alternatives
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Central Air - Anywhere
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We serve homegrown, farm-inspired food
and drink. Presented simply, using the
best ingredients from our neighborhood.
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Shred This Article

EVENTS IN GREENFIELD AND NORTHAMPTON PROMOTE
SAFE SHREDDING AND RECYCLING OF CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS

Is shredded paper
recyclable? You bet it is.
That’s why the Springfield
Materials Recycling Facility
Advisory Board (MAB) is
sponsoring two free
shredding events on
Saturday, September 20th., in
Greenfield and Northampton.

These events are free and
open to residents and small
businesses from western
Massachusetts municipal-
ities. For safe and
confidential destruction of
financial or personal
documents, attendees will
place their items to be
shredded into a mobile
shredding unit, operated by
ProShred. Inc. The end
product will be recycled.

The shredding events will
be held at the following
locations on September 20th,
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p m.:

Smith Vocational High
School. 80 Locust Street

(Route 9), Northampton
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Staples, 259 Mohawk
Trail (Route 2). Greenfield

There is a per person
shredding limit of two
recycling bins full of the
following papers: cancelled
or blank checks, credit card
statements, bank statements,
medical records, legal papers,
income tax files (query on
www.bankrate.com to find
out how long to keep
financial records), financial
records, proprietary
documents, customer lists,
sales reports, and HR records.

Also, as a reminder to
participants  that  these
documents can be shredded
and recycled through your
local recycling program, the
MAB will be raffling off a
free paper shredder at each
event location to interested
participants.

Over 60 municipalities
have joined the Mass
Recycles Paper! campaign, a
public - private partnership to

From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and

reduce the 1.5 million tons of
paper that is being thrown
away annually in the
Commonwealth. Sending this
paper to the landfill or
incinerator, rather than
recycling it, costs
Massachusetts municipalities
more than $100 million each
year. In an effort to support
this campaign the MAB is

sponsoring these free paper-
shredding events.
MassRecycle has sur-

veyed the paper mills and
paper recovery facilities in
Massachusetts to determine
what types of paper can be
recycled. Visit www.massre-
cyclespaper.org for a list of
papers that can be recycled
by all of these facilities,
including Springfield MRF.
For questions about the
event or about recycling
shredded paper, call 413-772-

2438 or email:
info@franklincountywastedi
strict.org.

Great Falls Middle School parents.
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out of the bale.

this. The first is that the caps are a
different type of plastic than the bottle.
The second reason is, if bottles are left
capped, it can cause problems when they
are baled (crushed) together: the cap can
fly off due to pressure and injure someone
in the vicinity. The third reason is that if
loose caps go through the sorting and
baling machinery at the recycling facility,
they are too small and just fall through the
machinery to the floor. They cannot be
baled because they are so small, they fall

Metal caps are a different story. If a lid
is all metal, that is, no plastic or other
materials are in or on it, it can be recycled.
Atunafish can has an all metal lid, while a
glass pasta sauce jar has a composite lid,
made of metal and plastic. The machinery
at the recycling facility can tell when

W h e n somethingis

UMM recycling made of

plastic bottles, aluminum or

big and small, can you leave the cap on  steel and

or are they not recyclable? Also, what the item can

about the metal cap on glass botlesand be recycled

jars? with the

- Robert Quinn-O'Conner  other cans.

Montague City It is best to

Dear Rob, push the lid
dOWTI i]'ltO JESSICA HARMON ILLRA'I'[DN

Thanks for your letter. Caps for plastic  the can so

and glass bottles should be removed and  that the lid stays with the can.

thrown away. There are many reasons for For more information, go to:

www.franklincountywastedistrict.org/Recy
clingYesNoListFLLpdf. Or see our

website: www.franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org.
Thanks for recycling!

- Amy Donovan

Program Director

Franklin County Solid Waste
Management District
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Baking Co,

Hallelujah,
We Have a

of us have family
dinners with our teens
most nights of the week.

Look How Much We Care!

Brought to you by the Gill-Montague Community School Partnership.

Bread Slicer?

Bread Schedule
Ready between 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Tuesday
Baguette * Cheese Bread &

Jalapeno Cheese Bread
Foccacia (various flavors)
Honey Wheat Loaf
Wednesday
Baguette » Roasted Garlic
Herb Braid « Farmhouse
White Loaf » Multi Grain
Sunflower Seed
Thursday
Baguette » Cheese Bread &
Jalapeno Cheese Bread
Foccacia (various flavors)
Polish Seed Rye
Friday
Baguette « Cranberry Walnut
Braid - ltalian Loaf » Honey
‘J‘\éh(taat (I’_oaf

aturday
Baguette » Cheese Bread &
Jalapeno Cheese Bread
Foccacia (various flavors)
Cinnamon Raisin Bread
Cranberry Walnut Braid
Sunday
Cinnamon Raisin Bread
Cardamom Bread » Honey Oat
with Walnuts

69 2nd Street Turners
Falls = 863-4455

Open Tue-5at 7 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Sunday 8 am.-1 p.m.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

‘LICENSED, INSURED™
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES * POWER WASHING

BRIAN McCuE, PRESIDENT
240 GREENFIELD RoAD * MoNTAGUE, MA

PHoNE & Fax: 413-367-9896

3

115 Avenue A
TL’I IMmeTrs Fﬂli& b’m

Dpeu Tue-Sat 10-6 Suua 10-5

New, Brand Name

Women’s Clothing

% New and Used Gutars,

Amps & Equipment
Fine Art
Hand blown Glass
Local Crafts
Unique Gifts

Quality products to heat your home: wood, gas & pellet ...

Shanahan Construction Supply Co.
COMPLETE MASONRY SUPPLIES
Bnek ' Block @ Pavers

Culvart / Sewer pe
Wil St - b ld

l Procast Conerote
208 Avenue 4, Turmers Falls, MA

Magonry Supplics

Retgming Wall Blxi
Phione: 413-863-4322

<

Steven Quinlivan
Owner/Operator

www.zerotolerancepestcontrol.com

Z.ero Tolerance Pest Control

The company with a peppermint twist!
Fully Licensed and Insured

(978) 544-5366
(888) 807-4182

‘Wendell, MA
Franklin County

I.AplNE MULTIMEDIA

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS
& MORE!
CONVERTED TO DVD,
VHS & OTHER FORMATS!

Bill & Kathy White
413-773-1741

Reasonable Rates

. North (‘:ounty
“l- \Septic Servic /

Fast Friendly
Service

"You Leave It,

We Retrieve It.”
Kim Don

413-498-5453

Godfrey Stebbins
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TFHS from 1

would most likely have to bear
the tuition costs. although it is
possible the school district could
seek grant funds for this purpose.
In Greenfield, students who
are income eligible are receiving
full scholarships through an
annual Conmmunity Development
Block Grant to support the
reduced GC.C. tuition. In
Amherst and Greenfield, family
funds have been expended to pay
for the college course fees for
Early Transition students who are
not eligible for the scholarships.
The high school will be asked
to make an in kind contribution
of time from a guidance

students. The college will have an
academic advisor working with
the Early Transition students as
well.

There will be no direct cost to
the school district to participate in
the program at the outset,
although transportation for the
dual enrollment students will
have to be worked out between
the families and the school
district.

Pura said the anonymous
donors who are subsidizing the
program for Franklin County
districts like Gill-Montague have
made a “multi-year
commitment”  to  provide
scholarships for eligible students,
but at some point in the future,

counselor to

work with the

more costs may have to be borne

Friday, 9/12

8:00 am. Friends present
Fall Town String Band
10:00 a.m. Amandela

1:30 p.m. Brown Bag
200 pm. Coffee House
with Joe Graveline

3:00 p.m. Coffee House
with Pat ‘'n Tex

6:00 p.m. Coffee House
with Ferme Bork, Dan
Tinen, Bruce Kahn Trio
7-:00 p.m. GMRSD Meeting
9/9/08

10:00 p.m. Coffee House
with Pat ‘n Tex

Saturday, 9/13

8:00 am. Coffee House
Series Ferne Bork, Dan
Tinen, Bruce Kahn Trio
9:00 am. Coffee House,
Jeff Martell

10:30 am. Common Man
Cowbell Prescription

11:30 am. Common Man
Denise Grendan

12:30 p.m. Common Man:
Eric Goodchild

130 p.m. Common Man
Jeff Brewer

3:00 pm. Common Man
Stephanie Marshal

4:30 p.m. Common People
Concert Amandela

6:00 p.m. Common People
Celfic Harp

6:59 pm. Common People
Celtic Harp2

7:30 pm. Common People
Fall Town String

9:00 p.-m. Common People
Van Edmond

10:30 p.m. Community
Land Trust Meeting 3/4/08
Sunday, 9/14

8:00 a.m. Community Land
Trusts in Action

9:00 am. CWA Butterflies
and Flowers

10:00 a.m. CWA Consider
the Lilies

1200 pm. Denmark The
View the Vision

1230 pm. Discovery
Center Birds of Prey

200 pm. Discovery
Genter Emus

300 pm. Discovery
Center Fossil Tracks

530 pm. Discovery
Center Open Mic Night 07
6:30 pm. Discovery
Center Open Mic Night 07
700 pm. Discovery
Center Poetry and Prose
900 pm.Discovery
Center Pop Rockets

1030 pm. Discovery
Center Woodpeckers
Monday, 9/15

8:00 a.m. Eaton Du Ryu
9:00 a.m. Elder Law

10:00 a.m. Enjoy the Ride
1100 am.  Fabulous
Maurice 5/19/08

1230 pm. Fate of the
Stallion

1:00 p.m. FCHC Estate
Planning

230 p.m. Girls Softball
Finals

330 p.m. Special Town
Meeting 9/11/08

700 pm. Selectboard
LIVE

1030 p.m. Montague
Update: Ted Graveline
1100 p.m. Montague
Update: Jamie Berger
Tuesday, 9/16

8:00 am. Montague
Update: John Anctil

900 am. Special Town
Meeting 9/11/08

230 pm. Montague
Update: Josh Goldman
3:00 p.m. Naturalist Laurie
Sanders

330 pm. Northfield
Mountain Geology Story
4:00 p.m. Overian Gancer
Awareness

500 pm. Peske Park
Dedicafion

530 pm. Power Canal
Draw Down

MCTV Program (Ch. 17]) Schedule: Sept 12th - 18th

6:00 pm. Women Girls &
HIV: Teen Girls

7:00 p.m. GMRSD 9/9/08
10:30 p.m. Women Girls &
HIV: Services

11:00 p.m. The HIV Test
Wednesday, 917

8:00 am. Senior Aerobics
830 am. Senior Self
Defense 1
830 am
Defense 2
931 am.
Defense 3
931 am.
Defense 4
10:00 am. The HIV Test
11:00 am. Women Girls &
HIV:  African American
Women

1130 am. Wisdom Way
Solar Village

1230 pm. Valley Idol
Finals 08

3:00 pm. The Well Being -
The Aging Eye

430 pm. Preachin the
Blues

530 p.m. Reconciliation
Ceremony

6:30 p.m. GMRSD District
Wide Budget Meeting -
LIVE

Thursday, 9/18

8:00 am. Power Canal
Draw Down

830 am. Block Parly
Parade 08

9:00 AM Block Party 08
1030 am. Discovery
Center Poetry and Prose
1230 p.m. Discovery
Center - Root Cellar

2:00 p.m. Friends present
Fall Town String Band
400 pm. Discovery
Genter-Root Cellar

600 pm. Discovery
Center Poetry and Prose
7:00 pm. GMRSD Meeting
9/9/08

10:30 p.m. Block Party
Parade 08

Senior Self

Senior  Self

Senior  Self

by the local districts. “We’ll
make the program affordable.”
when that day comes, promised
Pura.

Turners Falls High principal
Jeff Kenney enthusiastically
backed including TFHS in the
Early Transition program. “We
know we’ve got an issue with the
graduation rate. This gives us an
opportunity to be able to reach
kids who are ready for college
but for one reason or another
never get there.”

Hammond said the success
rate for the program has been
very high. Although the track
record with Greenfield High is
only a year old. the program’s
success with Amherst High
School students has been well
documented in terms of
improved test scores, student
satisfaction, higher retention rates
and dropout reduction.

Hammond said the student
mix at GC.C., which includes a
good percentage of older students
retuning to college, has been
welcoming of the younger dual
enrollment high school students.

“That’s one of the strengths of
the learning environment at
G.C.C..” Pura added. The median
age of GC.C. students is 27.

Although the committee took
no formal vote, they backed the
plan. “We will move this into
high speed here,” promised
interim superintendent Ken
Rocke, “to set this up for spring.
I think this is a termific
opportunity for kids.”

The drop out rate for students
who should have graduated with
the TFHS class of 2007 was

Great Fally
Formery

Mawket
Wednesdays

3 - 6 p-m. Rain or Shine
May to October -
Avenue A & 2nd Street
Produce in Season * Baked
Goods * Maple Products
Annuals, Perennials
New Vendors Needed!

Call (413) 863-9026
Ad sponsored by
Franklin Community Cooperative

22.9%, on par with Holyoke
(22.7%) and Springfield (22.7%).

In Other News

The board welcomed Josh
Gannon as the student council
representative to the school
committee.  During TFHS
principal Jeff Kenney’s report on
how exciting it was to have
students back in school after a
lonesome sumimer, the
commiftee turned to Gannon to
find out whether the students
were similarly enthusiastic about
returning to class.

“Yes,” Gannon said, after
pausing for a moment.

“Good answer,” said school
committee chair Mary Kociela.

Nurse Leader Hired

Paula Kelsey, of Greenfield,
has been hired to be the nurse
leader at the Gill-Montague
schools. She will work half-time

“to  build the  nursing
infrastructure” at the district
schools.

Kelsey, who teaches part time
in the GC.C. nusing program,
served for seven years as the
nurse leader at the Mohawk
Regional Schools, until Mohawk
discontinued the position this
year.

Gill-Montague will pay 80%
of Kelsey’s $25,000 salary this
year with a state grant, which will
require the school district to
increase the local share of the
nurse leader’s salary by 20% a
year for the next four years, if the
district wishes to continue the
grant funded program for the full
five years.

SPED Adyvisory Council

Nadine Ekstrom, the newly
hired director of special
education for the G-M schools, is
organizing a parent advisory
committee for the district’s SPED
program. The first meeting will
be held on Tuesday. September
16th at 6:30 pm. at the high
school.

Chip Wood, who is now the
director of elementary
curriculum at the GMRSD, said
the elementary schools are all up
and munning smoothly in their
new configurations. Enrollment
in the three elementary schools is
now at 511 (with 620 in the upper

schools for a total of 1131
students so far this year). with
133 in Gill, 275 at Sheffield, and
62 kindergartners in three
classrooms at Hillerest, with 41
of 45 pre-K slots filled at that
school.

Hillcrest principal  Chris
Jutres, reporting on the progress
of the Reading First program,
(now that grant funding for the
program has run out) said it was
important to determine. ‘“what
sustainability means for our
district, now that we no longer
receive the funds. What are the
good programs we can keep in
place that won’t cost so much
money? Reading First... it’s
imperative that young children
can read: it’s imperative for
outcomes at the other end [of K-
12 education].” Jutres said, “Tt’s a
real coup for the district to take
on that position as part of the
permanent faculty.”

Marty Espinola reported on
the receipt of a $125.000 a year,
five year Drug Free Communities
Grant to fund the Gill-Montague
School Community Partnership,
which will allow the group to hire
a coordinator, and help pay for a
social issues marketing
campaign. and to fund two
dinners to gather town residents
to address issues like substance
abuse and violence within the
framework of a positive sense of

community.
Kenney announced the
Franklin Regional Transportation

Authority has offered to waive
fares for Life Skills students who
need to use FRTA busses to
access connections in or around
town as part of the program.
Reporting on the joint meeting
with state and town officials on
August 27th in Boston, which he
attended to represent the school
district, superintendent Rocke
said, “T'm hopeful we’ll receive
significant Pothole grant money
this year, which we’ve already
said we will share with the
towns.” Rocke said word on the
amount of state Pothole funding
may be available in time for the
budget setting district meeting on
September 17th. which will take
place at 6:30 p.m.., at the high
school. All registered voters of
Gill and Montague are
invited to attend. W

Estates * Wills
Personal Injury

Simons & Simons

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
Thomas G. Simons ¢ Gerry G. Simons

(413) 863-9506

Real Estate

LOGOS & BRANDING £
GRAPHIC DESIGN &
ILLUSTRATION &

WEB SITES C'

COPY WRITING
BUSINESS STRATEGY t:'

77 Fourth Street * Turners Falls, MA INTERNET MARKETING € 418 3039] 93
MISSION &VISION € www.-hZ"om.com
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BOYSEN HODGSON

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

Locally owned since 1941

Full service market
Fresh Local Produce
Beer & Wine

I —BAKER=>
|  Office Supply
i $2 off

any Yankee or Bean

14 0z. or
greater

310 Main Street, Greenfield
www.bakerofficesupply.com

* Soy-based Bean Pod

Candles

I . Ty Plush

L. Photo Albums
& Scrapbooks

I (413] 714-2345

Pod Candle

with this
coupon

413-367-9763

Psychotherapy = ga”

Ronald Sigmund Meck MA, CAGS, LMHC

30 Years in Practice

* Traditional talk therapy
« Expressive Arts « Body Psychology

* Adults, Teens, Children, Couples & Families

“What's ailing you?"

413-695-9743

K-8TH GRADES

SOCIAL JUSTICE
CURRICULUM

TwoO TEACHERS
PER CLASSROOM

PROJECT BASED

RIGOROUS
ACADEMICS

Greenfield Center School

Greenfield, MA » 413-773-1700 » www.centerschool net

Knowing C ?n.-'dren

= s.mcelgsl .

Now Accepting Applications
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CLARA from page 1

learning to walk again with
prostheses. Fundraising efforts
will help pay for the prostheses
she needs.

Clara attends Northampton
High School and is entering her
senior year. She lives in Wendell
half the week with her mom and
the rest of the week with her dad
in Northampton, although her
mom plans to move to
Northampton during Clara’s
recovery to make her travel to
and from school easier.

Clara’s major interest is art.
She has taken several honors art
classes at Northampton High,
intends to apply to colleges and
possibly art schools, and is
considering a career in design or

art. She was a member of the
track and indoor track teams
during her freshman and
sophomore years, and joined the
crew team last year. Her coaches
are hoping to get her on the
water again this year with the

use of special adaptive
equipment.
Lynne Davis was one

member of the ad hoc committee
of community volunteers who
got together in the days after
Clara’s accident to plan a benefit
tag sale and other fundraising
efforts to ease the financial
burden the family will now face
in adjusting to Clara’s accident.

“The outpouring of
community support was really
amazing,” said Davis. “This
accident happened to Clara and

her family, but everyone
responded as if we were one big
family. That spirit lives in
Wendell: when one is in crisis, it
happens to all of us. That shared
responsibility - that we are all
part of the same web of
humanity - is a special quality in
our town.

“We raised $5000 in two days
at the tag sale for Clara. One
moment that I’'ll never forget:
our local Fed Ex driver came
and grabbed my hand and put
something in it. She said, ‘I’'m
so sorry,” and walked away to
her truck without taking
anything. I'll always remember
the sincerity and the compassion
in her voice. I looked, and there
was a $100 bill in my hand,”
Davis said.

Patti and Vic Scutari, who
donated the use of the parking
lot at the Wendell Country Store
for the tag sale on August 30th
and 31st, also donated 10% of
the proceeds of sales Sunday
night at the Deja Brew pub,
which they co-own next door.
The band that played on Sunday
evening, Fernand & Friends,
donated their tips as well, to add
another $290 to the total raised.

Davis spoke proudly of the
community’s response in the
face of such an unforeseen. cruel
twist of fate to one of their own.
“It’s such a loss.” she said. “This
will impact the young woman
and her family for such a long
time. This was one way we
could quickly raise a lot of
money and show them we love

them.”

Now the committee plans to
continue the fundraising efforts
by sending out letters of appeal
to help Clara and her family
retrofit  their home to
accommodate her new physical
needs. A firewood raffle is also
ongoing, with  cordwood
donated by Doug Smith, and
tickets on sale at the Wendell
Country Store.

Donations for Clara are being
received through the Dean’s
Beans Foundation. Checks
should be made out to the
Dean’s Beans Foundation, with
the Clara Fund on the memo
line, and are tax deductible.

Send contributions to: Dean’s
Beans, 50 Moore Avenue,
Orange, MA 01364.

BUDGET from page 1

This is the same amount imposed
by the state Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education in July as a temporary
measure, until the district and the
towns agree on a budget.

On Monday, the selectboards
of Gill and Montague, along with
the finance committee of
Montague (the Gill finance
committee lacked a quorum)
approved a budget number -
$16,081,257 - that would reduce
the schools’ budget by more than
$700.000. The lower figure will
be introduced by amendment at
the district meeting.

The lower number represents

a .9% increase over the GMRSD
school assessments the towns
paid last year. The rationale for
the boards approving a .9%
increase in town assessments is
based on the fact that state aid for
the GMRSD increased by only
9% this year, which the towns
feel has placed an unfair burden
on the them to make up the
difference in the 4% budget
increase the state mandated by its
1/12th budget in July. This 4%
budget hike would translate to a
9.3% school assessment increase
for Montague and a 13.7%
assessment increase for Gill.

The 9% budget amendment
the boards supported would

Name that Truck!

BY TRACY ROGERS
GILL - Every truck worth its
wheels needs a name, right?
This November, Gill’s
highway department will
receive its brand new single-
axle, six-wheel International
dump truck, with plow and
sander. The town needs help
giving it a name. and the
Friends of Gill stepped up to
the plate.

The Friends are sponsoring
a Name the Truck contest. The
person  responsible  for
submitting the name chosen as
the best by the panel of judges

- Gill’s selectboard - will win
a $50 gift certificate to a
business of his or her choice
located in the town of Gill.
The chosen name will be
painted on the truck. along
with “Town of Gill” and the
town’s seal.

Entry forms for the Name
the Truck contest are available
at the town hall, or online at
www.gillmass.org. Deadline
for entries i1s October 22nd at
5:00 p m. The contest is open
to Gill residents only, of any
age. Go to www.gillmass.org
for complete details.

require the town of Gill to pass a
$161.000 override, to fill a
$104.000 shortfall on the
townside of their budget, and a
$57.000 shortfall on the school
side.

“This budget sends a clear
message to the state,” Jeff
Singleton said.

The school committee would

have to agree to any budget
figure that differs from their
approved budget. More district
meetings are a possibility before
a final budget is agreed to.
Montague finance committee
Mike Naughton, who cast the
sole vote against the compromise
figure, said, “This is just a dress
rehearsal for next year” He

offered an additional cut of more
than a mullion dollars, “rather
than continue in the death spiral
we're on now.”

Tupper Brown, of the Gill
finance committee, said, “All
Pothole funds [the schools may
receive from the state this fall]
should go to the towns to
reduce assessments.” WE

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Tuesday, 9/2

5:35 pm. Report of neighbor disturbance
at a Brdge Street address, Millers Falls.
Adwvised to contact police if repeated.
748 pm. Report of suspicious person at
a Grout Circle address, Millers Falls.
Adwised to contact police if repeated.

830 pm. Officer wanted at a Fourth
Street address, Turners Falls. Peace
restored.

8:31 p.m. Report of domestic disturbance
at a K Street address, Tumers Falls.
Peace restored.

Wednesday, 9/3

12:45 pm. Report of larceny at St Mary’s
& St Anne’s cemeteries.

3:03 p.m. Report of runaway at a Fourth
Street address, Tumners Falls. Subject
retumed fo home or family.

8:35 p.m. Officer wanted at a Griswold
Street address, Turners Falls. Peace
restored.

Thursday, 9/4

216 pm. Report of possible suicide
attempt at Gil-Montague Bridge, Turners
Falls. Subject removed to hospital.

924 pm. Officer wanted at a Farren
Avenue  address.  Arested

Sex Offense Reports

729 pm. Report of domestic disturbance
at a Millers Falls Road address. Arrested

rged Wi
assault an ery, domesfic, intimidation
of a witness and assault and battery on a
person 60+/disabled with injury.

Friday 9/5

3:03 am. Report of neighbor disturbance
at a Tumnpike Road address, Tumers Falls.
Investigated.

957 am._  Officer initiated arrest of

H ona !e!u! warranl
22{ pm._ Report of neighbor disturbance

at a Bridge Street address, Millers Falls.
725 pm. Report of hit and run motor
vehicle accident in South Prospect Street
area, Millers Falls.

8:34 p.m. Report of a missing person from
an Elm Street address, Turners Falls.
Saturday, 9/6

109 am. Report of threatening /
harrassment at a Second Street address,
Tumners Falls. Peace restored.

203 am  Report of loud noise
disturbance at a Third Street address,
Tumners Falls. Peace restored.

Sunday, 9/7

254 am. Officer wanted at a Fourth

Street address, Turners Falls. Arrested
juvenile, age 14. Charged with running
away.

7:09 pm. Report of domestic disturbance
at a Montague Street address, Tumners
Falls. Investigated.

8:16 pm. Report of missing person from
a Park Street address, Tumners Falls.
Subject returned to home or family.

10:23 pm. Report of domestic
disturbance at a Second Street address,
Turners Falls. Investigated.

Monday, 9/8

1232 am. Report of loud noise
disturbance at a Third Street address.
Peace restored.

3:46 p.m. Report of sex offenses at Unity
Park, Tumers Falls. Investigated.

432 pm. Report of illegal dumping at a
Poplar Street address, Turners Falls.

6:27 pm. Report of sex offenses at
Sheffield Elementary School, Crocker
Avenue, Turners Falls. Investigated.
Tuesday, 9/9

12:59 pm. Report of domestic
disturbance at a Fourth Street address,

Turners Falls. ArrestedH
arg with assault an attery,

domestic.
6:24 pm. Officer wanted at a Third Street
address, Tumers Falls. Peace restored.

Now AVAILABLE

BREWING BEER

44 Deerfield St./Rte. 5 & 10,
Greenfield

774-7346

Pet Grooming
by Appointment

e [ o e S i @ilgtn e,
L ¢, V| | Monuments WJHW
New Expanded ) g 1§ et
Interior Dfnfng! People ofteej come to see Us r-f-f‘ ¥ s ¥ ‘%
because their parents gy u/b engmw e
Route 2 - Gill Fun St ! and their grandparents did. : 3 %
413-863-8210 H r Stuft A We're proud to have nienmores
oy _TI“‘”‘ that kind of loyalty, that last fb}‘epe)'
BERKSHIRE Peis... People! and we work hardfo keep it. —— =

-4 Gury crnd NCIHCY Melen

*The perfect remembrance’ e LD,

@&®

Office Hours By Appointment

' DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D.

l Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Telephone: (413) 863-9656

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

4 Dell Bt

CRUISE & TRAVEL

COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 ¢ 888-763-3443
cruise.travel@verizon.net

ﬁ

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A

o Turners Falls, MA

AH. Rist 01376
INSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

Tracey Kuklewicz
Vice President

email: tracey@ahrist.com
web: www.ahrist.com

863-4373
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Patriots’ Winning Sireak Continues
Brady out for Season with Knee Injury

Patriots 17 - Kansas
Gity Chiefs 10

BY MATT ROBINSON
FOXBORO - You had to be
there.  Gillette  stadium.
Hushed murmurs from the
crowd. “Is that Brady?”
Another voice, a few rows
back, “I think Brady’s down.”
We watched from half a
field away as a group of
trainers gathered around an
injured Patriot. Then word
came from a fan with headsets.
“It’s either his knee or his
ankle. It doesn’t look good.”
Indeed, the news wasn’t
good. The Patriots’ star
quarterback, Tom Brady, did
not return from the locker
room. Not after the quarter,
not by the half. not by the end
of the game. Gradually, the
fans realized that for better or
worse the New England
Patriots and the entire power
structure of the NFL had
changed completely in the
first thirteen minutes of the

And by the end of
the game, we knew
he was gone for the
season.

So where are we
now? All those
questions we’ve
been asking since
January are moot.
“Could the Patriots
bounce back from
a  heartbreaking
loss in the Super
Bowl?” “How long

Tom Brady is belped off the field with a forn
ligament in bis knee. He will not play for the rest

of the season.

first game of the season. Hit
by Chiefs’ safety Bernard
Pollard with 7:38 remaining in
the first quarter, Brady injured
his ACL (a knee ligament).

S7ILL ROOTIN’ FOR YAZ

PHOTO CREDIT UNKNOWN

Famed former Red Sox left fielder Carl Yastrzemski 1s
recovering at home from his August trple bypass
surgery in Boston. Shown here in a vintage 1966

autographed photo with Montague’s own Walt
Kostanski and his sons Jay (left) and Rick.
“We’re still rooting for ya’, Yaz!”

could their
incredible regular
season  winning
streak continue?”
And of course,
“What are their
chances of

winning the Super
Bowl in 09?77

Now, there is
only one very
painful question left in the
hearts and minds of Patriot’s
fans. “What are we going to do
now?”

Brady. highly
successful “franchise”
quarterback, who had started
in more than 100 games, will
not return at all, not this year
anyway. At the helm now?
Matt Cassel.

Cassel did all right on
Sunday. He didn’t lose the

the

game. That’s the most
important thing. He threw for
over 150 yards, and

completed more than 70% of
his passes, including a
touchdown.

Even though Tom Brady
will not return this season, the
Patriots are still one of the
best teams in the league.
They’re the AFC champions.
They're riding an
unprecedented three year,
regular season winning streak.
And most importantly, they
want to prove to the world
that they can win the Super
Bowl with or without Tom
Brady. Now they’ll have to try.

PARK from page 1

mclided in the sale) and his
changing plans for the future
use of the site prompted him to
advance an offer to renegotiate
the lease with a $300 per month
lease fee.

But he made it plain that the
way people are using the skate
park was part of the problem,
for him, and may push him in
the direction of not renewing
the lease at all. DeChristopher
mentioned trash thrown over
the fence into his stonemasonry
storage vard, trash and graffiti
tags strewn about the park itself,
and a tendency on the part of
skaters and BMXers to climb
the newly installed chain link
fence, rather than using the
front gates, all detracting from
his view of the skatepark as a
good neighbor.

“On the other hand,”
DeChristopher said. “it’s been
really used, and they’re loving
it.”

This seems true from
interviews with
park users on
‘Wednesday, on the
same afternoon
DeChristopher put
the For Sale sign up
in front of Chick’s
and prepared to
move his sculpture
studio back to the
former Williams
Garage on Second
Street.

Morgan
MacConnell, a
sophomore at
Tumers Falls High
School, who just
moved to town two

Valdiz, AK, said he
used to skate on the
Avenue when he
first came to town,
back in the day when the
skatepark was still locked.

“A couple of people yelled at
me, ‘Don’t skate here!””
MacConnell said he just walked
away from those encounters.
But he recalled the skate park in
Valdiz.

“It was just like the one in

YOuR
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years ago  from  ¢p e Morgan McConnell said be was
“a little bummed out”

to hear the skate park might be closing

Turners Falls, until some big
sponsors helped out. Then they
got all steel equipment and
ramps...”

MacConnell became a
regular at the Turners Falls
skate park once it re-opened this
spring. He rates it, “Pretty good.
A lot of people come here and
skate and ride BMX bikes. Kids
on scooters. Once in a while, I'11
see one person rollerblading
here.”

He said among the people
who use the park, you see
“some adults, you see teenagers
and little kids.”

As to the news that the park
might soon be closing,
MacConnell said, “I'm a little
bummed out about it. The
Greenfield skate park is a little
bit away, if you want to walk
there.”

MacConnell estimated

“about 20 people a day.” use the
TF park;
weekends.”

Malik Baker-Gore, 8, a
Sheffield student, said he had

“more on the

Jjust started using the skate park
on Tuesday. “I went to Unity
Park when I was little,” he
allowed. “and I saw this and I
decided to try it out.” He circled
the park in the summer sunshine
on his BMX racer.

“It’s a really good place for
skateboarders, biking and
scooters. I started with scooters
here,” he said offthandedly.

On the bench, Ruth Nervig,
the Americorp worker at the
Brick House who has been
heading up efforts to renovate
and revitalize the skate park
over the last year, invited
Malik’s mother, Clarice Rivera
to a community discussion
about the fate of the skate park

see PARK pg 16

Professional Painting & Decorating
Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346

Sharon Cottrell
Property Manager

HallKeen

Power Town Apartinents
152 Avenue A

FO. Box 48

Turners Falls, MA 01376

Tel: §13.863.9433

D

TIY: 800.439.0183

Email: hkptown @ verizon.net

Real Estate Management and [nvestment

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 « HomE: 413-863-4568
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Can you get
Lyme disease in Hawaii?

It’s possible, but the odds are
against it. The federal govern-
ment’s Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
hasn’t reported a case of Lyme
disease in Hawaii since 1996.

The CDC has identified the
Northeast, the upper Midwest
and the West Coast as the places
you're most likely to get Lyme
disease. However, Lyme disease
is found in many parts of the
United States, Europe, Asia and
Australia. You should check

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

There is no human

Lyme Disease in Hawaii?

with the health departments in
your area.

Lyme disease is caused by
bacteria spread by bites primar-
ily from deer ticks, which are
brown and often no bigger than
a pinhead. The disease was
named for the Connecticut town
where it was first recognized in
1975.

Lyme disease can cause
fever, headaches, fatigue, joint
pain, sore muscles, stiff neck
and a skin rash that usually
begins where the tick dug in.
The rash may start out as a small
red spot that can get bigger. A
ring within the spot can fade
and create a “bull’s eye.” Some
people with Lyme disease get
many red spots.

If you don’t treat Lyme dis-
ease, it can spread to the heart,
joints and the nervous system.

Patients with late Lyme disease
can suffer permanent damage. If
Lyvme disease spreads to the
heart, the person may feel an
irregular or slow heartbeat. The
disease is rarely fatal.

Lyme disease is treated with
antibiotics. In most cases of
early Lyme disease, two to four
weeks of oral antibiotics kill the
bacteria. If the disease has pro-
gressed. your doctor may rec-
ommend an intravenous antibi-
otic for two to four weeks. This
IV treatment is usually effec-
tive, although it may take some
time to recover.

Lyme disease is often misdi-
agnosed. The disease’s symp-
toms are shared with other con-
ditions such as viral infections,
joint disorders. muscle pain
(fibromyalgia), chronic fatigue
syndrome and depression.

vaccine for Lyme
disease  available.
There was a vaccine
approved by the
Food and Drug Administration
in 1998. It was pulled from the
market in 2002.

The CDC reports that there
are more than 20,000 cases of
Lyme disease each year. Most
cases are reported in the sum-
mer when people are outdoors
and ticks are most active.

Only a minority of deer tick
bites lead to Lyme disease. The
longer the tick remains attached
to your skin. the greater your
risk of contracting the disease.
You aren’t likely to get Lyme
disease if the tick has been
attached to your skin for less
than 48 hours.

To remove a tick, use fine-
tipped tweezers. Grab the tick as
close to your skin as possible.
Pull in a steady upward motion
until the tick comes out. Then

apply an antiseptic to the bite
area and wash your hands with
soap and water. Save the tick for
possible identification by a doc-
tor.

The best method of fighting
Lyme disease is to prevent tick
bites. The following are some
recommendations:

* When you go into the
woods, wear light-colored pants
and long-sleeve shirts, shoes (ho
sandals) and a hat. Tuck pant
legs into socks or shoes, and
tuck shirts into pants. Light-col-
ored garments are better for
locating ticks.

» Stay on trails and avoid
walking through low bushes and
long grass.

* After you spend time out-
doors, check for ticks. Then
wash and dry clothing at high
temperatures.

Ifvou have a question, please
write to fred@healthygeezer:com.

THE GARDENER'S GOMPANION

Tomatoes Crack under Exeess Ram

BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - This
season’s tomato crop has been
disappointing: reduced numbers
of fruit and many lost to severe
cracking.

The tomato square began
with ten sturdy, full-foliaged
plants of five varieties:
Gardeners’ Delight, a cherry:
Pineapple, a bi-colored fiuit;
Abe Lincoln, a highly touted
older variety: Red Zebra, a vari-
ant on its green cousin; and
Brandywine. a sizable. tasty
heirloom.

These beauties had been
pampered in my sunroom since
late winter, fed with seaweed
emulsion, and transplanted
three times. Clearly, there was
nothing errant in their upbring-
ing. On a mild and cloudy day
in late May they were set into
the warm garden soil and given
a cage for support.

Throughout the warm and
sunny month of June, I fed,
watered and weeded them.
Then in July, the monsoons

came. Depending on which
weather program you favor, we
had some 10-12 inches of rain
that month. And not in the form
of gentle showers. Instead we
experienced heat and humidity
broken by brief deluges of
intense watering.

Therein lies the problem.
Tomatoes love water in regular
doses when they need it. Given
over watering, their roots con-
tinue to absorb moisture with
the eventual result of cracked
and spoiling fruit. Interestingly
enough, even after the mon-
soons desisted, many of my
tomatoes continued to crack.

Cracking at the stem end is
normal in some varieties like
Brandywine. It is not a
hybridized and over-developed
plant. It is prized for the size
and intense flavor of its fruit.
No one who chooses to grow it
complains about the “cat-face”
the mature fruit acquires. This
summer’s cracking is different
and totally weather related.

Interestingly enough, some

varieties have borne up better
than others. A little research
revealed that tomatoes are not
created equal in the strength of
their skins. Some varieties have
greater epidermal elasticity and
can thus survive overly enthusi-
astic watering.

The Red Zebra is a good case
in point. They do have a fairly
tough skin, but this has proven
to be a good trait this summer as
only a few of these fruits have
succumbed to  cracking.
Brandywine also has continued
to provide large. tasty fruit with
no further cracking than the
expected “whiskers” at the stem
end.

While the cherry tomatoes
have produced in great numbers
and continue to do so, they have
succumbed to cracking in a big
way. In order to continue to
enjoy them, I have had to har-
vest them before they are quite
ripe and then use them in a
cooked form before the cracks
become moldy. Nonetheless,
they have been good compan-

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK

ions for my mneighbor’s over-
zealous zucchinis and, with the
addition of plenty of garlic have
provided a tasty addition to
many meals.

By about mid-summer the
woodchuck and I reached an
accommodation. He agreed that
the continued application of
ammoniated rags was an
appetite reducer and further that
it wasn't all that far to my
neighbor’s garden. He left well
trimmed winter squash plants
and kale to me. I took this to
mean it was time to try a last
row of green beans.

They came up thriftily and in
good number in the row. Alas,
the departing woodchuck
neglected to pass the word
along to his cousin in crime, the
rabbit. Thus the foreshortened
row of four healthy bean plants.

Happily the over trimmed
squash, once left to its business,
has produced not only a fine
crop of blossoms, but also some
quickly developing Butter bush
fruits.

The best crops of this sum-
mer are by far the eggplants, the
sweet peppers, the leeks, the
basil and the kale. Of course,
the eggplant and peppers will
need to be harvested before the
late summer nights become
cold. and so will the basil. The
leeks can be left a little longer to
sweeten, and the kale can be
harvested into the late fall sea-
SOm.

If vou’ve been luckier than I
with your tomatoes and want a
simple way to preserve some,
slice unblemished fruit thickly
or if small freeze whole and use
later in tomato sauce or any
other cooked dish. They will not
hold their shape during freez-
ing, but will add good flavor to
winter cooking.

EDL

Home Furnishings
SMALL FURNITURE - COLLECTABLES - DECORATIVES

Dealer in Used

Sawmill Outlet Sale %v L

While supplies last!

g ENFIp
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Est. i

Robert J. Sagor,

374 Deerfield Street + Greenfield

Call 413-549-0001
or order online at
www.cowls.com

1x8 rough premium pine - 54¢/1f
3" wide rough pine slabs - 96¢/bf
1x4 rough standard pine - 12¢/1f
1x6 rough hemlock boards - 23¢/f
1x8 rough standard pine - 44¢/If

== = - 4
BUILDING SUPPLY | "ot ™

Visit Cowls Buflding Supply for more great deals!

D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield

Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 774-9919

Veterinary
_ Clinic

featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

| Make

Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week

GOOD USED USABLES

App]iecll Electri%gltﬂtrgﬁ
Dynamics Energy Management
Corporation AC/DCp[l),r,':g:

Gear Reducers
Power Distribution

1-91 Industrial Park Sales and Service

Greenfield, MA New and Surplus

Hoists and Cranes
xg;‘tﬁi;,”m Full Service Machine Shop
Everett, MA

Lynn Boliot
Western Mass Regional Sales Manager
Cell: 413-329-2096

Tel: 413-774-7268
or 1-800-505-0047
www.applied-dynamics.com

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County’s Newest
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

774-7T775

Easy in-town location “m‘
Secure 24-hour access “‘”‘m‘i

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors. Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to mquire

CrescenT VioON
FIREARMS

TAKING ORDERS FOR ALL YOUR
FIREARM & AMUNITION NEEDS

413.863.2964

Alan Lambert - et 1692
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JEP’S PLACE Part LXXXIX

Ready to Eat Chicken

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL -- The next morning, we
went back home after Mis.
Studer fed us breakfast. Where
the barn once stood, there was a
big empty space with mounds of
smoldering gray ashes
surrounded by fine white ashes
that lay like drifted snow. Some
darker mounds were hens that
had been in the barn. They stunk
of buming feathers.

There wasn’t a trace of the
girls” despised high button
shoes. Our homemade tractor,
built from a Reo truck, had been
parked in the barn. The tires
were gone and the scorched
metal sagged like chocolate in
the summer sun. Aluminum
parts had liquefied into strange

shapes. T found one in the shape
of a dinosaur.

A couple of my schoolmates
came over to gawk at the ruins
and what was left of the Reo.
They made jokes about the
smoldering hens being all
cooked and ready to eat. I knew
they were trying to cheer me up.
I tried to laugh. but it didn’t
seem funny.

The cows gathered next to the
fence, looking at their former
home as though they were
wondering what was going to
happen next. I wondered, too.

Ma came out to tell us that Pa
had had a bad heart attack and
was in the hospital. Her eyes had
dark circles. She seemed to be
walking around in a daze, unable
to accept that the bamn was
reduced to smoldering ashes, the

Coming to Greenfield!
ROLDAN
ACADEMY of

MARTIAL ARTS

Proprietors: John Roldan and
David Manning

For a registration form or for

more information please call

(413) 774-7260
Monday-Friday only
8am-4:30pm

DEERFIELD VALLEY
ART ASSOCIATION

NEW MEMBERS
ART SHOW

Show Runs Sept.5th-Sept 28th *
Thur-Sat. 10-4 & Sun. 1-4
Free & Open to the Public
DVAA GALLERY 38 -

38 AVENUE A - TURNERS FALLS

REPORTER GLASSIFIEDS chlL 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

$6 FOR 20 WORDS:; 15 GENTS FOR EAGH ADDITIONAL WORD
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE

BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau & Bow
Wow is a VERY successful “clean-out,
hauling, and snow plowing" business.
Community oriented, environmentally
friendly, FUN, interesfing, and unique. Please
call Sita for details: (413) 834-7569.

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small -

General Carpentry and home repairs.
Custom shelves a specialty. Call David, (413)
863-9296.

COORDINATOR SOUGHT - Commonwealth
Corps Opportunity: North Quabbin Timebank
Coordinator. We are hiring a coordinator of
the North Quabbin Timebank to make it a
meaningful part of our regional economy and
community. The NQ Timebank serves the 9
towns of the North Quabbin and is a free

web-based community currency enabling
members to exchange services without the
use of cash. We currently have 41 members
and are inspired by the successes of the
Portland, Maine Time Bank which has 700
members who exchanged 20,000 hours of
services last year! To see a short video about
our Time Bank: www.ngtimebank org.
Compensation will start at $10,000 for a total
of 1600 hours of service over the year, with a
$2000 bonus at completion. There is a
generous health insurance benefit.
Questions and letters of interest, contact
Karen Werner: kwerner@montaguema net

SEASONAL POSITIONS AVAILABLE -
Apply in person. 102 Christian Lane Whately,
MA 01373. Or online at
www_yankeecandle.com/careers

Reporter Subscribers!

Any paid subscriber to the Montague Reporter
may have one free classified ad in 2008, up to 20
words. Contact us at 413-863-8666 or
reporterdMontaguema.net
(Pay for a second week, get a third week freel)

house was in disarray, Pa was in
the hospital, we had no money,
and we were without a
breadwinner. I knew that life
would never be the same again.

Ma told the boys that the cow
had kicked over the lantern and
set the barn on fire. That didn’t
sound right. I'd fooled around
with lanterns and found that
even if I held one upside down.
they’d still stay lit and just
smoke a little. Besides, no one
could find the remains of the
lantern in the ruins. I suspected
they had carried a lamp into the
barn and the heat from the lamp
chimney ignited hay hanging
down from cracks in the
haymow floor. Once ignited.
there was no stopping the fire.

I felt like too much had
happened all at once and I had to
get away. When the boys asked
me to come to their farm to visit,
I asked Ma for permission to go.
I thought going there would get
my mind off of everything that
had happened. But my brain
seemed locked on the events of
the fire.

When I asked if I could go
visit the boys, Ma offered to
make me a lunch to take along.
She began making chicken
sandwiches, but had trouble
cutting the meat off the bones.
So she put a chunk of carcass,
bones and all between two slices
of bread.

“You can eat the meat off the
bones,” she said.

When we got to the boys’
house, I stayed outside to eat my
lunch. Tt didn’t take a genius to
figure out their father didn’t like
me, especially when other
visiting kids were invited in to
eat, and I got left outside.

“You make my father
nervous, so you have to stay
outside,” one of them explained.
“Crows, is what he calls you
people. He says he doesn’t like
Polaks because you sound like
crows when you talk. He says
you people oughtn’t talk Polish,
you should oughta” talk
American.”

As I sat on the lawn ready to
tackle my chicken sandwich, the
younger boy came back out to
call me into the house. At first, I
thought his father wasn’t at
home. He usually just glowered
at me. But there at the kitchen
table, he sat with a little smile on
his face. This was the first time
I'd ever seen him smile. I
figured maybe he felt sorry for
me because of the fire and Pa
being so sick in the hospital with
a heart attack. He had, after all,
come to help fight the fire. It
looked like he’d had a change of
heart and we could be friends.
They whole family sat smiling
and watching. No one was
eating, though their plates were
full.
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(413) 772-6970

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Service

Under new awnzrship * Tim Vassar proprietor

Tl o Y
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P.0. Box 161, Greenfield, MA 01302

At your service
for over 33
years in the

Pioneer Valley

Residential and commercial
cleaning, window washing,
floor stripping and waxing.
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“Go ahead and eat your
lunch.”

I took out the huge sandwich.
not knowing what to do. I didn’t
want to open the sandwich and
eat the chicken with my fingers
as I had planned to do, knowing
it was not polite to eat with your
fingers. I opened my mouth
wide. All eyes were on me. The
chunk of chicken -carcass
between the two pieces of bread
made it way too big to eat like a
sandwich.

They burst out laughing.
They laughed and laughed. I"d
never seen their father laugh
before. He was really enjoying
himself.

“Take the sandwich apart and
eat the chicken and bread
separately.” the mother said. She
was no longer smiling.

I knew, then, they had lured
me inside to have a good laugh
at my expense. My mouth
stayed dry while I tried to eat.
The boys and their father kept
looking at me and snickering.
After the razzing about the
chicken sandwich, I didn’t feel
like playing and went along
home. They never invited me
inside to eat again. nor did I ever
want them to, though it did make
me bitter to see other playmates
invited in for Iunch, and not just
to be made a laughing stock.

- Contimued next issue

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE
WENDELL POLICE LOG

B&E at Country Store

July 24th

Diamand Farm reported over 250 turkeys
killed by coyotes last night.

July 25th

Motorcycle accident on Mormon Hollow
Road. Minor injuries.

August 1st

5:50 a.m. Maple Valley School reported a
runaway student.

August 8th

Farley Road resident reported three bags
of frash left beside his property.

August 4th

250 am. alarm at Wendell Country
Store. Breaking and entering occured,
two individuals seen running from scene.
August 14th

6:00 p.m. alarms at Maple Valley School
due to computer problem. Waited for
Simplex fo reset alarms.

September 6th

Welfare check requested on Locke Hill
Road resident.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

\ - . A

W Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351

-;.‘:;i EDWARDS TREE SERVICE | | 1ic #134741
it Ko Insured
atthew Edwards ;
¥ Storm Damage Prevention & # Owner %%% EASTERN 413-863-2888
Restoration # Climb -
# Cabling & Bracing .- = {:} WEATHERIZAT[ON Caml S Beallty NOOI(
; ¥ Insured Specializing in Cellulose Insulation

¥ Shade Tree Maintenance Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed 29 G Street, Turners Falls
£ s Heroval Open Tue, Thurs, Fri

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

Toll Free
866-262-5361

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer

Wendell * 978-544-7452

\ (B aeis

%‘ Soholosky Fevally

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS
01376
413-863-3133

PERSONE MRS, 1ULLS 6 ESTRTES, UDRRER'S COMP

56 4TH STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376

| Ip!

TELE: (413) 772-8862 —— CELL: (413)512-0413
409 DEERFIELD STREET - GREENFIELD

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
HOME (413) 367-9970

Craig Dalrymple
EAX (413) B63-4949

Sales Associate
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th
At the Great Falls Discovery
Center: Friends
Coffeehouse, Songwriting
Contest Finals. Best songs of
the 65 submitted to the song-
writing contest intitiated by the
Connecticut River Watershed
Council, performed in this spe-
cial “Finals Concert”. Judges
panel will select the final con-
test winners! 7 - 9 pm.
Suggested donation $6 - $12
(children free). Info. call 863
3221 x3.

Montague Senior Center and
Comcast present an informa-

Senior Center 12:30 pm. Al
are welcome to this free ses-
sion, but sign ups are required
at 863-9357. On February 17,
2009 local television stations will begin
broadcasting a digital signal. TV's without
converter boxes will no longer pick up
any signal.

Deja Brew, Wendel: Mother Trurdle,
soul rock, 9to 11 pm.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Milers Falls:
rock & roll covers, 930 pm.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

SEPTEMBER 12th & 13th

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: Shall

We Dance. Fred and Ginger in a musical

drama directed by Mark Sandrich, 1937

;:30 p.m. with music before the movie at
p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th

At The Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Monarch Mania! - Explore
the life cycle and migration of the
Monarch Butterfly,1 - 3 p.m. Join educa-
tor Rachel Roberts and Ranger Sue
Cloutier for an afternoon leaming about
Monarch butterflies & tag and release
Monarch butterflies into the wild. No pre-
registration required, free for families with
young children. Info
www greatfallsma.org.

ENTEBTAINNT

Yarn performs at the Rt. 63 Roadbouse, Millers Falls on

tion session at Montague S@/wurday, September 13th, 7 p.m. “These Brooklyn cowboys

sound like they really believe in their songs and their picking
is assured and bracing, especially Andrew Hendryx

on mandolin.” - Sing Ont! Magazine

Hallmark Insfitute of Photgraphy public
reception for Andarge Asfaw, Ethiopia
from the Heart & Lynn Goldsmith, Rock
& Roll. Both from 1 to 5 pm.
Artist Talk in the auditorium at
Hallmark Institute of
Photography, 27 Industrial
Boulevard, Tumers Falls, 7:30
p.m.

6th Annual John Putnam
Fiddlers' Reunion & Sunflower
Contest. At the Energy Park,
Mies St, Greenfield. Begins at
noon. Info. 774-6051 x 14

Conference at the Great Falls
Discovery Center, Tumners Falls:
Working Woodlands & Land

Deja Brew, Wendel: Steve
CE’aw, Pc‘hﬁ“ ij & Qjm

ick, warped Americana,
7:30-10 pm.

At The Rendezvous, Tumers
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m,,
free.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th
Evening Sing-A-long at the
Montague Center Library, 6:30
pm. Linda Hickman, plays gui-
tar and banjo and per-
forms a variety of chil-
dren’s music. Info, call
the Camnegie Library
863-3214 during the
week, or Montague
Center Library, 367-
2852, Mon. eve.

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 16th

Gallery Talks by the Art
Faculty of Greenfield
Community  College.
Series of informal talks
)| give an opportunity to
| meetthe artists and hear
from them their thoughts
and ideas behind their
art practice. The talks
are open fo the public
and take place in South
Gallery of GCC from
noon to 1 p.m. Tuesday,
September 16th - Joan O'Beime, confin-
ues 9/18 with Erik Schubert, 9/23 Jen

Simms.

Info. (413) 205-6971; or nutritiondevolu-
tion@earthlink net.

The Rendezvous, Tumers Falls:

Quigmastah Chads Quienite Quiel 8

p.m. Test your frivia skills, win prizes!

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rub
Wrongways Records Indie Pop Caravan
of Stars: School for the Dead, The
Fawns, Sitting Next to Brian Jason
Bourgeois.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th
The Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: Rusty
Bell. $3 two sets!

At The Bookmill, Montague Center: Alex
Diaz. Rolling thunder on a freight train
boogie across the astral plane! Begins
around 8 p.m_$5-10

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH
Montague Grange, Montague Center:
Contra Dance, 4 to 10 p.m. Gender-role-
free contra dance. Open to all.

Fourth Annual Northfield Summer Arts
Fest, 10 am. - 4 p.m. On the grounds of
Green Trees Gallery, 105 Main Street,
Northfield. Art, food booth, bands, chil-
dren’s activities.

At The Discovery Center, Turners Falls:
Discovery Center Bird Club.  Join the
BIRD CLUB, watch and leam all about
birds by playing games, reading books,
and doing science and art actvities.
Open to everyone, but geared towards
school-aged children

(young with chaperone).
Each meeting builds on
learning from  previous
months, so commitment to
the club is recommended
but not required. Info. (413)
863-3221_Free 10 am.

At The Discovery Center:
Trek to Dinosaur Gove. .Join
science history buff Sarah
Doyle and geologist Steve
Winters for a cultural and
geological history tour of
Turners Falls and Barton

Trusts:  Responsible  Forest ' ' Cove area dinosaur fossils.
Management SS 2 Conservation Photagraphy of Tom Young on display with Fall Faculty At Carpool to Barton Cove for a
Strategy for Massachusetts. Info Exhibit at Greenfield Community College in the South short hike to a historic fossil-

(413) 397-8800 or emily@mass- Gallery. See 9/ 16 listing for Gallery Talks by faculty artists.

woodlands.coop.

At The Bookmill, Montague Center:
Autonomous Battleship Collective pres-
ents Joe McPhee / Paul Flaherty / Chris
Corsano ftrio with special guest Josh
Burkett Creative jazz. Amve early for
couches, armchairs, and to browse the
?goks_ Shows begin around 8 pm, $5-

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse,
Wendell Center. Compton Maddux and
The Dirt Simple Band. Open Mic begins
at7:30p.m,, feature at 8 p.m. Admission
is $6 - $12/ kids 6-12 $2; under 6 free.
Partial proceeds to benefit the Wendell
Full Moon Coffeehouse.

Deja Brew, Wendell Richard Chase
Group, acoustic folk/singer songwriter, 9
to 1 pm.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Thurk
Shurdmen & YARN., 7 pm.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Stephen Cahill At Opening, music by
Wood Green Empire. 930 pm., $3
cover.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Second
Sunday Comedy show. Three Comics for
$5, 8:30 pm.

Undergrowth Farm presents, Un Poquito
de Tanto Verdad/A Little Bit of So Much
Truth, a documentary film. The unprece-
dented media phenomenon that
emerged when tens of thousands of
school teachers, housewives, indige-
nous communities, health workers, farm-
ers, and students took 14 radio stations
and one TV station info their own hands,
using them to organize, mobilize, & ulti-
mately defend their grassroots struggle
for social, cultural, & economic justice. 90
min. At the Brickhouse, 24 3rd St
Tumers Falls, 7 pm.Free
Refreshments.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH

At the Discovery Center, Tumers Falls:
Science and Nature Brown Bags, bring
your lunch to the Great Hall for a 30-
minute presentation on science or
nature. Continues 9/24 from 1210 to
12:45 pm. Free.

Great Falls Farmers Market: rain or shine
on the comer or 2nd St and Ave A,
Tumers Falls. Farm products, baked
goods, maple products, crafts, 3-6 p.m.

Practically Raw! Nutrition Talk with holis-
fic clinical nufnfionist Diana Allen, MS,
CNS. Leam practical ways to include
more delicious, enzyme-rich, alkalizing
raw foods in your daily diet. Green Fields
Market upstairs meeting room, 6:30 p.m.

hunting quarry. Free, register
at 85?3 1 www greatfalls-

ma.org.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER
20 th & 21st

The North Quabbin Garlic and Arts
Festival. Forster's Farm, Orange.
www garficandarts.org

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th

The Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: Death
Vesswl with Micah Blue Smaldone, 9
pm. Tickets $8 in advance at the bar,
$10 by phone and at the door.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4th

12th Annual Source to Sea Cleanup.
Dozens of groups retum for 4-state effort
help out on the Connecticut River
Watershed Council's Cleanup. New and
returning volunteers are asked to register
with CRWC by Friday, September 5.

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-n, 3 -6 pm.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m.
THURS - Drop-in, 3-6 p.m.

& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m.

Free (except some trips), open fo local
teens. Somre require permission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376

Refderye

THURS. 11

The LittleNoFace R&B Revue

[funk/soull

FRL1Z2 $3

DANCE or DIE

[electro & mo!djs)

SAT. 13

STEPHEN CRAHILL ART DPENING

w. music by John Clarke  7pm

Wood Green Empireigypsy jazz)
9:30pm %3

SUN. 14

TNT Karacke 8pm FREE

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY at 11am
free wifi

&2®  7a THmD STREET

Nt e

TEL:413-863-2Bb%

Memorial Hall Theater

POROLE PLTURES

Friday & Saturday
September 12 & 13 at 7:30 p.m.
SHALL WE DANCE

Tap dancing phenom Fred Astaire falls for
musical star Ginger Rogers and doggedly fol-
lows her aboard a steam ship headed from
Paris to New York so he can win her affec-
tions. A fabulous musical comedy. Directed by
Mark Sandrich, 1937, NR, B & W, 109 min_

Music before movie at 7 p.m. Friday TBA
Saturday Doug Creighton & Bob Smope—tradi-
tional tunes on accordion & guitar

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

pen Wed-Sun at 5 p.m.
No Cover Any Night
Friday. 9/12, 9 -11 p.m.
Soul Rock: wrile
Satrrday. 9/13, 9-11 pm.
Acoustic Folk: Rncl\ddCﬂ;aG!’nuP
Sunday, 9/14, 7:30 - 10 p.m.
Warped Americana:
Steve Crow, Peter Kim & <lae Filspalrick
Wednesday, 9/17 - 8 - 10 p.m.
Joe Law an Guitar

978-544-BREW

57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

[ 2 2 e e e e ) [ R B R

GREENFFLD
CALDEN

CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www_gardencinemas net
Showtimes for
Fri, Sept. 12th - Thurs, Sept. 18th

1. MAMMA MIA

DAILY 6:30 9:00

FRI. SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 PGI13
2. DEATH RACE DAILY 6:30 9:00
FRI SAT. SUN 12 3:00 R DTS sound
3. THE DARK NIGHT PGI3
DALY 7:15 FRI SAT, SUN 12 3:15
4. TROPIC THUNDER R
DATLY 6:45 9:15

FRI SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
5. THE HOUSE BUNNY
DATLY 645 9:15

FRL SAT. SUN 12:15 3:15
6. BRIDESHEAD REVISITED
DATLY 7:00 9:30 DTS sound
FRI SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30 PGI13
7. THE WOMEN PG13
DATLY 7:00 9:30 DTS sound
FRI SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30

PG13

Heat your home with
geothermal!

Cadll the experts! « 413-587-0021
Dave@AtlanticGroundSource.com

www.Atlanticgroundsource.com

DON SKOLE
PRESIDENT

¢ Skole Insurance Agency

AUTO + HOME ¢+ COMMERCIAL + MOTOR CLUB

LIFE AND HEALTH PLANS

91 MAIN STREET
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
(413) 773-7349

FAX 774-6938

(508) 544-5431

Great Ice Cream, Fair Trade Coffee,
and a Whole Lot More!

286 Main Street, Greenfield, MA 413-641-0030

Treat yourselfto
breakfast or lunch
at Bart’s Café
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PARK from page 12

at the Brick House on
Wednesday, September 17th at
7:00 pm.

“We like walking over here,”
Rivera told her. “We don’t want
to truck all the way over to
Greenfield. We want Turners to
be cool too.”

Rivera said her son gets
intimidated by the bigger kids at
the Greenfield park. “He’s less
apt to ride around there.” she
said.

She suggested to Nervig that
some young people who receive

added Matt Spring, 11 years
old, who moved to 3rd Street a
month or two ago from
Brockton, and now attends 6th
grade at the Great Falls Middle
School.

“They didn’t even have a
skate park in Brockton,” Spring
said.

He said it was a toss up for
him whether he would prefer to
play video games or go to the
park. He said sometimes his
mother tells him to go outside to
play. so he comes here.

“T always think of it as I'm
annoying her,” he said matter of

BN

court sentences of community
service might go for the idea of
policing or picking up the skate
park. “It would be an ideal task
for them,” she thought.

Danny Rivera (no relation)
said he has been coming to the
skate park regularly for the last
year, usually to ride his Tony
Hawk BMX. Rivera, a 14-year-
old freshman at TFHS, said he
usually hangs at the park with
four or five of his friends.

“My friends skate, and I
bike.,” Danny Rivera said. “I
like it because I can just come
down here and ride for a little
bit and forget about every-
thing.”

“Take your mind off life,”

v

Danny Rivera

al
il ¥

1
LA

factly. “T have to get out of her
way for a minute. I don’t really
need the exercise.”

Spring has a sleek new
Malibu Beach Racer scooter,
which he puts through its paces
at the park.

Danny Rivera moved to
Turners from Queens six years
ago, and says he’s glad he did.
“There’s a lot of music, actual-
ly.” in Turners, the tall, open-
faced lad confided. “If I didn’t
move here I probably wouldn’t
play the guitar.”

He said a group of friends
just picked up a band called
Everyday  Heroes, which
“should be up and running soon,
practicing at the Brick House.”
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QUALITY VIMNYL

REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-43518

Fully Insured
Free Estimales

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

¢ Mass., Confracior Req £107141
Mags, License #059565
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P ‘I.;‘:'. park closes,

Three pals named
Dustin Underwood.
Jordan Noetzel, and
Josh Garbacik hung
out on an idle ramp,
talking about the
park.
“It’s a good place
to start biking if
you’re just learning,”
said Underwood.

“It’s a fun place to
hang around in.”
Noetzel agreed. He
rides a scooter;
Underwood mostly
rides a BMX.

If the

’} e"f “TItwill ruin a

il cood spot to
skate.”
| Garbacik said.

Nervig said she had
talked with town
administrator Frank
Abbondanzio about
the problem facing the

| skate park, and hoped
to have further discus-
sion with
DeChristopher next
week before the com-
munity meeting.
Selectboard mem-
ber Patricia Pruitt,
who walks past the
park from her Prospect
Street home to town hall
regularly, said, “T’ve
noticed how busy it is.”
She said no blame |
should attach to the land-
lord for looking after his
own interests after being
so generous with the
space for years. “We've
been fortunate that he’s

e

Dustin Undenwood, 11, Josh Garbacik, 12, and Jordan Noetzel, 12, say the
Greenfield Skate Park has more ramps,

Garage offered use of the rear
lot in return for payment of the
land taxes on the site.
Businesses  like  Couture
Brothers, Hassay Savage, Heat
Fab, Hillside Plastics, Rugg
Lumber, Warner Brothers,
Yankee Environmen-tal
Systems, and many others
joined with the Montague Elks
and the Turners Falls Firemans
Relief to bring together donated
materials and services to build
the park, with the active help of
building inspector David Jensen
and his son Enoch, and others

let us use it for all this [Ses [
time, and we’re grateful @@y

for his generosity.” :
She added, “I do |
appreciate the work J
that’s been done by the
Brick House to get it
back in service.” And she
said, “I don’t want to see
the skate park go away.”

She recommended
the interested parties
approach the select-
board with the problem,
to see if there is some way the
town can be of help.

The skate park was organ-
ized ten years ago, in the after-
math of the drowning death of
local teens (and avid skate-
boarders) Chris Gallagher and
Winter Clark. who lost their
lives one summer day at the
Rock Dam. Area teens organ-
ized and approached the select-
board with the idea of estab-
lishing a skate park. Chick’s

“but we’re used to this one.”

tioned Community Action and
the Brick House as likely part-
ners in such an effort.

“When it got started, it was
parents of the kids who were
skaters that oversaw the park.,”
Nervig said. “But when their
kids age out, those parents drop
out. If we had an organization,
that would be more of a sustain-
able process.”

The Brick House has been
supportive of the Tumers Falls
skate park over the years, acting
as a conduit of funds and an
organizer of work bees to repair

Morgan MacConnell and Kelly Pease,
who said she would like fo see more girls using boards at the park.

too numerous to mention. The
teens organized large benefit
concerts over the years to raise
thousands of dollars for the
project, and have kept up that
tradition in recent years.

Nervig said she thought it
would be good if more than one
local organization banded
together to oversee the skate
park. whether it remained at its
current location or had to find a
new site in town. She men-

the park and resurface the
ramps. The Brick House and the
town of Montague have sepa-
rate funds set aside for improve-
ments to the skate park, with a
balance of more than $1000,
Nervig said. She said she plans
to buy more sheet metal to
install on the ramps over the
weekend.

“If it’s going to go away, at
least they’ll have a

great last two months.” Wa
[
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Announcing the Energy-Efficient Mortgage (EEM)
Allows you to borrow for energy improvements when
buying a home such as: New Furnace, Windows,
Insulation, Solar, Wind and more!
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