
TREED CONS 
At the Youth Sculpture Park 

Page 16 

ART & MUSIC 
New Gallery in Millers Falls 

Page 16 

LAKE PLEASANT MILLERS FALLS MONTAGUE CENTER MONTAGUE CITY TURNERS FALLS 

o:ntagut l\epotter 
also serbtng ~tll, ~rbtng anb Wenbell 50¢ YEAR 7 - NO. 44 

REPORTER@MONTAGUEMA.NET THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES SEPTEMBER 10, 2009 

!~g~~ Runway Replacement Underwa 
SWEENY RESIGNS AS AIRPORT MANAGER 

Hea'!Y equipment lines the path qf the runwqy at the Turners Fall.I" Airport, now undergoing a $5.1 million reconstruction. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The frosted E!Jwing is among the rare Jpedes thatjind a home TURNERS FALLS _ 

in the sandplain at the Turners Fall., Airport With the long planned run-

BY DAVJD BRULE 
TURNERS FALLS -
The grassy expanse of the 
Turners Falls airport 
shimmered in the summer 
heat ... 

It would have been the 
summer of 1956 or • 57 
when a couple of boys 
rode their bikes over to 
the airfield on the edge of 
the Plains. We had those 
old Schwinns or Raleighs, 
clunkers really, and a pair 
of heavy WWTT vintage 
binoculars between us. 

We were both at that 
age, fascinated by winged 

things. Our interest was 
sparked by our 5th grade 
teacher, Mrs. Keough, 
and her colleague Mrs. 
Pearl Care, who came to 
our class every month to 
talk to us about nature. 
After that, we often ped
dled out to the airport to 
look for horned larks and 
sparrow hawks. 

The heat rose in waves 
from the taimac runway, 
and the killdeer on the far 
edge seemed to dance and 
wave like a mirage on the 
desert. From time to time, 

see VILLAGE pg 11 

way reconstruction project 
finally taking off, Mike 
Sweeney, part time manag
er of the Turners Falls air
port since 2003, resigned at 
the regular meeting of the 
Turners Falls airport com
mission on Friday, 
September 4th. 

Sweeney said, "l've 
taken a sales job for a dif
ferent company which 
doesn't give me the flexi
bility to continue to man
age the airport." 

Sweeney said the 
chai1ge in tenure at the air
port management post 

Waiting Longer for the Bus 
requests from more heavily pop
ulated areas of Greenfield for 
increased service, so the new 
schedules reflect both these fac
tors, el inunating stops in Turners 
and increasing them in 
Greenfield. 

would have only ·'a very 
small impact" on the $5 
million runway replace
ment project that began on 
August 12th. 

The full depth replace
ment of the 3000 foot run
way, with the addition of 
200 extra feet of paved sur
face on the Connecticut 
River end of the runway, 
will take 90 days to com
plete and is fully funded by 
a grant from the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

Sweeney said, "The 
commission has been 
actively involved in moni
toring progress at the air
port," along with a penna
nently assigned resident 

engineer from Gale 
Associates, the town's 
engineering consultant for 
the runway replacement 
during the course of th.e 
construction project. 

"My depmture will not 
have a material aftect on 
the replacement project," 
Sweeney said. 

He added, "The project 
is going ve1y well." 

The original cost of 
reconstruction was pegged 
at $5,760,000 for what was 
planned to include a 1,200 
foot expansion of the old 
runway. With changes to 
the project, and higher fuel 
costs three years after it 
was first bid, Sweeney said 

the cu1Tent runway project 
- covering 3,200 feet of 
paved surface - now caiTies 
a $5.1 million p1ice tag. 
That price includes replac
ing a rotating beacon light 
on the field. 

ET &L Corporation, out 
of Stow, MA, is the con
tractor handling the 
replacement project. This is 
the same contractor that 
recently completed the 
major rerouting of Route 2 
around the Erving Paper 
Mill. 

During the construction 
period, Sweeney explained, 
"The airport runway is 
closed; the airpo1t is open." 

see AIRPORT pg 7 

ings. are now seven different printed 
schedules rather than the one 
Riders Guide that formerly con
tained all route inf01mation. 

BY ANNE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - There's 
some grumbling on the Avenue 
about the new Franklin Regional 
Transit Authority (FRTA) bus 
schedules, which the company 
recently in1plemented to maxi
mize ridership and "better meet 
the needs of the customers." But 
riders are citing the reduction of 
stops, circuitous route changes, 
the elimination of the transfer 
program causing a doubling of 
fares for many commuters, and 
the abolishment of reduced fares 
as sources of paiticular frustra
tion. 

Mai,y of the scheduling 
changes resulted from FRTA's 
financial constraints and the 
necessity of serving a large rural 
te1ritory, Toomey said. For exam
ple, ridership on the nearly two 
dozen daily buses between 
Greenfield and Montague was 
low, ai1d there were many 

According to Jake Toomey, 
FRTA general mai1ager, the 
changes were implemented only 
after the first significant service 
review unde1taken since FRTA's 
merger with the Gill-Montague 
Transit Authority (GMTA) in 
August of 2009. 

FRTA staff undertook a com
prehensive survey of bus routes 
for the better part of the past year. 
Using paper surveys, discussions, 
in-depth rider analyses, and a 
great deal of driver input, the 
FRTA published proposed sched
ule changes early in July. 

Bill lVarno,k qf Turners (g and Mark Bourbeau qf 
Cree,ifie/d JVait.for the 2:30 p.m. bus at Avenue A & 3rd 

on Wednesdqy. 'lf we miss this one, the next bus to 
Gree'!fteld is 5:00 p.m., "said Bourbeau. 'Thry 1vant to 

raise the pn·ces and .-ut more buses. That} not right. You're 
mtting the service.for the people that real!J need it." 

Several 
changes to 
the origi
nally pro
p o s e d 
schedules 
were made 
in response 
to sugges
tions from 
attendees at 
those heai·
ings, incor
porating 
ideas as 
well from 
the dozen 
or so letters 
sent by 
patrons 
unable to 

The new schedules do have 
the added benefit of maps, but the 
maps themselves take a little 
deciphering. Many of the land
mai·ks noted on the maps m·e not, 
in fact, bus stops, and most of the 
actual stops ai·e not mai·ked on 
the maps. (It should be noted that 
buses will stop if flagged at a safe 
site along any route, and special 
pickups can also be an-anged by 
calling the transit authority.) 

Sharon Quickchange of 
Turners Falls was particularly 
disturbed when told the buses no 
longer bring riders directly to the 
Franklin Medical Center 
entrance. Instead, the alternative 
route drops riders off at a spot on 
Sanderson and No1th Street, leav
ing passengers to walk the 
remaining distance. Some pas
sengers need the direct drop off at 

To vet the changes, a series of 
five well-publicized public hear
ings were held over the summer, 

at vaiying times and locations, 
with the schedule of hearings 
posted on all buses. 

According to Toomey and 
FRTA administrator Tina Cote, 
only 31 people attended the hear-

attend, Toomey said. 
But concerns persist about the 

route and schedule chai1ges. 
Additionally, confusion has aris
en among riders unfamiliar with 
local geography, because there see BUS pg 6 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
I'll Make You Smile 

Harold 
My name is Harold and I'm a 

seven-year-old male domestic 
shorthair cat in need of a good 
home. Just look at that dreamy 
gaze, the slight hint of a smile. Oh 
yes, cats smile. I'm smiling about 
the happy home l know 1'11 be 
going to soon. There ,viii be win
dows to sit in, catnip mice to 
chase, a tall scratching post for 
claw sharpening, and, best of all, 
someone to love me and give me 
treats and play games. 1'11 make 
you smile too. Wait till you see 
how I wriggle my bottom before 
I pounce. You'll smile too when I 
curl up next to you, stretch out 
my paws and give the greatest 
contented pun you have ever 
heard. For more information on 
adopting me please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or via 
email: info@dpvhs.org. 

L\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 
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MONTAGUE llBRARY NEWS 
Staff Changes the Libraries 

BY LINDA ffiCKMAN 
MONTAGUE - Patrons of the 
Millers Falls and Montague 
Center libraries are seeing new 
and old faces behind the library 
desks. Dolly Letourneau of Gill 
retired from the Montague 
Center library at the end of 
August. She will miss the peo
ple, but looks forward to being -, 

receiving a masters degree in 
Information and Library Science 
from Simmons College. Most 
recently, she was working at the 
Millers Falls library. She is 
happy to be working closer to 
home. 

Robin Shtulman of Erving 
started last week at the Mrners 
Falls library. She was the Erving 

MICHAEl!::::.ll=:::11£..:..: 

Linda Hickman (0 and Anna Green on .Attgust 14th, 2003 
at her good-0;e parry at the Montague Center library. 

Now, Green has returned to her former post. 

able to do whatever she wants. 
She worked first at the Carnegie 
library, starting in 2004, and 
then transferred to the Montague 
Center library. 

Anna Greene of Montague 
Center now works at the 
Montague Center library. She 
worked there previously, before 

Elementary School librarian for 
ten years, and has also been a 
school librarian in Greenfield. 
She recently worked with public 
libraries through the Western 
Massachusetts Regional Library 
System as a circuit rider. She is 
very happy to be back to work in 
a library setting. 

Brick House Seeks Donations for Silent Auction 
The Brick House Community 
Resource Center seeks donations 
of work from local artisans for its 
Annual Silent A1i Auction, 
scheduled for October 3rd and 
4th, part of the Arts and Leaves 
Turners Falls Open Studio and 
Walking Tour. Funds raised 
through this event wi II be used to 
support Brick House's communi-

ty-based programs. Interested 
artisans can contact kstinchfield 
@brickhousecommunity.org or 
413-863-9559 for info and paper
work which will enable them to 
record their donation. Details are 
also available on The Brick 
House's new website at 
www.brickhousecommunity.org. 
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The call came into the neJJJ Montague police station 
at 8:18 p.m. on Tuesdqy, September 1.rt. 

andals had spiked the parkjountain with soap bubble.rye! again! 

Correction 
Due to a reporting error, the 

date of the Lake Pleasant 
reunion was listed incorrectly in 
last week's paper, in the a1iicle 
titled "Corne Home, Lake 
Pleasant." The correct date for 
the reunion, which will take 
place at the Scalpers Lodge on 
Lake Pleasant Road starting at 
noon, is Saturday, September 
19th. We apologize for the con
fusion. 

FOR SALE 
MATURE 

HENS 
Ready to Go 

$3 EACH 
Call 863-2297 
for directions. 

NOW IS THE TIME 
to 

• Aerate • Thatch 
• Slice Seed • Top Dress 

CALL ED DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
413-863-3652 

You Need a Hair Cuti 
Ed's 

Barber 
Sltop 

look better, 
feel better! 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KariAnn 

''54 Years on the Ave" 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Sept 14th to Sept 18th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday tlu·ough 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. Meal reservations 
must be made a day in advance 
by 11 :00 a.m. Messages can be 
left on our machine when the 
center is not open. Meal site 
Manager is Becky Cobb. 
Council on Aging Di.rector is 
Roberta Potter. For information 
or to make meal reservations, 
call 863-9357. 

Reserve your tickets now for 
The Polka Fest trip on 
September 29th and the Salem 
Cross Harmoni-Cats trip on 
October 20th. Gill/Montague 
Senior Trips: Call 863-9357 or 
863-4500 for more information. 
Monday, Sept. 14th 
9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, Sept. 15th 
9:00 a.m. Walking group 
(weather pennitting) 
l 0:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, Sept. 16th 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. Balance Testing 

12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, Sept. 17th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, Sept. 18th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 

TAI CHI Classes beginning on 
October 15th, 10:00 a.m. Free 
workshop October 1st: "Is it 
Alzheimer's or Just 
Forgetfulness?" with Wanda 
Landry, Director of the Quabbin 
Valley Alzheimer's Center. 
CHAJR YOGA classes with 
Jean Erlbawu on Tuesdays from 
10:30 to 11: 15 a.m. on the fol
lowing Tuesdays: Sept. 15, 22, 
Oct 13, 20, 27, Nov 10, 17, 24. 
Dec 8, 15. These classes offer a 
good stretch and strengthening 
for muscles, oiling for joints, 
and fun! People from all towns 
and of all skill levels are invit
ed, including folks in wheel
chairs. There is a discounted 
price of $2.00 for each class. 
Pre-registration is not required. 
For more infonnation and for 
help with transportation, please 
contact Roberta Potter at ( 4 I 3) 
863-4500. 

ERVING Senior Center. 18 

Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School. 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for activi
ties and congregate meals. For 
info and reservations, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3308. Lunch is daily 
at 11 :30 a.m., with reservations 
24 hours in advance. 
Transportation can be provided 
for meals, Thursday shopping, 
or medical necessity. 
Monday, Sept. 14th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
12 noon Pitch 
Tuesday, Sept. J 5th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, Sept. 16th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 noon Bingo 
Thursday, Sept. 17th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
Friday, Sept. 18th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch: Soup and 
Sandwich 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming programs. 

2 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine 

Wednesdays 
May thru October 

Avenue A & 2nd Street 
Crafts • Produce in Season • 
Baked Goods • Fresh Eggs 

Annuals, Perennials 
New Vendors Contact Don 
don.clegg@yaboo.com 

Ad sponsored by 
Franklin Community Cooperative 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773'-3622 
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Annual Hazardous Waste Collection Day 
BY AMY DONOVAN 
GREENFIELD The 
Franklin County Solid Waste 
Management District is holding 
its annual household hazardous 
waste collection for households 
and businesses on the morning 
of Saturday, September 26th. 
Pre-registration is required by 
September 18th. Collection 
sites are in Athol and 
Greenfield. Directions to sites 
and an appointment time will 
be provided by mail after regis
tration is processed. 

The collection is free for 
residents of the following 
towns: Athol, Bernardston, 
Buckland, Charlemont, 
Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, 
Erving, Hawley, Heath, 
Montague, New Salem, 

Northfield, Petersham, 
Phillipston, Rowe, Royalston, 
Shelburne, Warwick, Wendell, 
and Whately. 

Gill, Orange, and 
Sunderland residents are eligi
ble; however, due to town 
budget constraints, residents of 
those towns must pay to partic
ipate in the 2009 collection. 
Greenfield and Leyden resi
dents are not eligible. Call 
(413) 772-2438 for info on dis
posal. Businesses must pay for 
disposal costs. For business 
registration information, call 
(413) 772-2438. 

To participate at either of the 
sites, residents must pre-regis
ter by September l 8th. 
Registration forms will be 
available at participating town 

offices and at most town trans
fer stations. Online registration 
forms may be completed at: 
www.franklincountywastedis
trict.org. 

This annual collection pro
vides residents an opportunity 
to dispose of hazardous items 
such as fluorescent lamps, 
automobile batteries, motor oil, 
antifreeze, oil-based paints, 
stains, thinners, household 
cleaners, pesticides, pool 
chemicals, and other household 
chemicals. 

For more information, con
tact tl1e District office at ( 413) 
772-2438 or visit: 
www.franklincountywastedis
trict.org. The website has a 
more complete list of items 
acceptable for the collection. 

Free Skate Park Clinic 
BY MIKE JACKSON 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Great Falls skate park commit
tee will be hosting a free skate 
clinic this Saturday, September 
12th in Turners Falls, with Alex 
Maldonado of the Board Room 
skate camp. The clinic will run 
from 12 noon until 2 p.m., and 
will take place at the skate 
park's temporary location on 
the comer of 11th Street and 

Avenue A. All ages and 
skill levels are wel
come. 

After the clini.c, 
please join us for hot 
dogs, giveaways. and 
the drawing for our 
summer raffle. To regis-
ter, contact ~ t-'t-
gfskatepark@gm ai I.com. ~.,. f P-.°""~ 
Rain date will be Saturday, F_,,LLs 5/r s PAK.K • fUP-N.t'-'1 
September 19th. 

Source to Sea Cleanup: 
Volunteer Alongside Thousands this October 3rd 
GREENFIELD, MA - The 
Connecticut River Watershed 
Council is seeking volunteers for 
its 13th Source to Sea Cleanup to 
be held on Saturday, October 3, 
2009. In twelve years, CRWC's 
volunteer faJJ eff01t has removed 
hundreds of tons of trash, tires, 
and derelict appliances from the 
riverbanks of the 410-mile 
Connecticut and its t1ibutaries. 
"Th.is is one day where people 
can pool their energies and 
accomplish an amazing amount 
of work for our rivers," says 
CRWC Executive Director 
Chelsea Gwyther. "The Source to 
Sea Cleanup Jinks people with 
their local waterways, their com
munities. and with folks sharing a 
river connection across four New 
England states." 

Last year over 3,000 volun
teers turned out for the Cleanup, 
hauling out over I 00 tons of ille
gally dumped materials. CRWC 
Cleanup Coordinator Christine 
Luis-Schultz has hopes of sur
passing those numbers: "We'd 
love to have everyone volunteer. 

It's dirty work, but it's fun and 
everyone goes home a winner." 
For the second year, NRG 
Middletown Power Inc. of has 
assumed lead sponsorship of the 
event. "We're really grateful for 
their continued support," the 
Coordinator says. TransCanada, 
MDC and Lane Construction 
Corporation have also returned as 
event sponsors. 

A new artistic component has 
been added for 2009 Cleanup 
pa1tic.ipants. "We've been work
ing with River of Words, another 
not-for-profit," says Luis
Schultz, ''One of their goals is 
connecting kids to their water
sheds through poetry and art." 
The two groups have joined 
forces to offer the Source to Sea 
Cleanup Photo Contest, "Anyone 
can enter a Cleanup photo and be 
eligible for prizes - but we're 
making a special push to encour
age young people to also submit 
pictures to the National River of 
Word.s contest." 

Volunteer registration infor
mation for the Cleanup. as well as 

links to the photo contest and 
infonnation on River of Words 
are available at: www.ctriver.org. 
"We're looking for civic groups, 
scouts, and individuals from all 
walks of life to pitch in and make 
our rivers and communities better 
places for everyone," says Luis
Schultz, "Sponsorship opportuni
ties to help underwrite the event 
are always available." Volunteers 
are asked to register by Friday, 
September 1 lth. Questions can 
be emailed to: 
cleanup@ctriver.org, or you may 
phone: ( 413) 772-2020, ext. 20 l 
with inquiries. 

Press information contact: 
Chelsea Owyther, Executive 
Director, CRWC: (413) 772-
2020, ext. 202, cgwyther@ctriv
er.org; Christine Luis-Schultz, 
Cleanup Coordinator: (413) 772-
2020, ext. 201, cluis
schultz@ctriver.org. 

The Connecticut River 
Watershed Council has been a 
nonprofit advocate for the 11,000 
square-mile watershed of the 
Connecticut River since 1952. 
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Montaeue Cultural Council Seeks Applications 
BY LISA ENZER 
MONTAGUE-The Montague 
Cultural Council is part of a 
network of 329 local cultural 
councils serving all 351 cities 
and towns in the 
Commonwealth. This is the 
largest grassroots cultural 
funding network in the nation. 
The state legislature provides 
an annual appropriation to the 
Massachnsetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. which 
then allocates funds to each 
community. 

This year, the Montague 
Cultural Council will distribute 
about $4,000 in grants, and is 
seeking proposals for commu
nity-oriented arts, humanities, 

and science projects. These 
grants can support a variety of 
artistic projects and activities 
throughout the five villages of 
Montague - including exhibits, 
festivals, shott-term artist resi
dencies or performances in 
schools. workshops and lec
tures. 

Applications are accepted 
from organizations, schools, or 
individuals. All proposals must 
be postmarked by the October 
15th, 2009 deadline. 

For guidelines, application 
forms and details please visit 
us online at wwv.,-.mass-cul
ture.org/lcc_public.asp, or con
tact Lisa Enzer at 413-367-
2658. 

BURRil'O ROJO 
Sat. Sept. 12th 

'f' t ~, • 
- JJJ:j ~ W JJ;B 

[; !) J7..J) .t J:1.-;J J) JJ ill 

at 4 pm 3rd St. 
Parking Lot 

SO 3"1 Street 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

•• ···············~ ··········.. ••••••••···· , .... , ... ___ .-:-., •••• ~········· A sumptuous ••••••••••••···· 
.~······· array of silk, heirloom whites, velveteen, ···,.,· .. 
! rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. i 
·•; Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & scarves. _,, 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
125 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301 ;. 

. www.clelectablemountaln.cam i 
\... please visit our website or the store for even more . .:./ 

•••••···· 18021 257·4456 ...• •·· 
............................ ··••····················· 

•••• ... ••••u••• 

~~~ 

.. 

m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Linda Ackerman 
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
413-863-4316 
www.greenfieldsavings.com 
Member FDIC ■ Member OIF 

Ann Forslund 
REALTOR® 

GB Prudential 
Prime Properties 

3.5 P.asr Main Street, Orange, MA 01364 
Bus: 978-544-9000 Fax: 978-544-9099 

Cell: 413-522-8542 www.annforslundrealty.com 
~ving Franklin County & North. Quabbin areas 
• ~ Mis ~A fruh,Stzut-(o,- ffome,a+'\ll,L(f-e, 
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Meeting the Needs of Montague 
BY LES CROMACK 
Saturday, August 29th was a spe
cial day for the Montague police 
department and the town of 
Montague. At long last, a new 
police station was dedicated, with 
an open house at 10:00 a.m. 111.is 
was long overdue, and certainly 
much needed. Indeed, it should 
have been done 20 years ago. 

The chief and his officers are 
proud, excited, and deserving of a 
new home. A job well done by the 
building committee, and coopera
tion by the fire district, water dis
trict, and the town allowed tllis to 
happen. Hats off to all who were 
involved, and this certainly 
includes the taxpayers, who in 
spite of many reservations knew 
this was the right thing to do. 

My ovm excitement on that 
day was only tempered by the list 
of other building projects that 
need to be undertaken in the town 
of Montague. The list is Jong: a 
new highway garage, a new 
library, a new senior center, more 
work on our town ha!~ and likely 
more money for parks and recre
ation. This does not include 
money that the school department 
will need in the future. 

All of these capital. needs 
together could cost the town $12 
million to $20 million, depending 
on state or federal aid. 1 am not 
naYve enough to d1ink the town is 
going to pass any ovetTides in the 
near future, nor would I be a party 
to asking for one. 

The fact that we cannot afford 
these very wo1thwhile projects 
does not make them go away. Our 
state and federal governments 

have led us down a path that will 
require all of us to pay more in 
one way or another in the future. 
We cannot ask more of our tax
payers at this time. 

However, this does not mean 
we should not be thinking of the 
future. To me, our quality of life 
depends on many things in tllis 
town, not the least of which is the 
list of needs above. 

l am sure other town officials 
hear this even more than T do, but 
it breaks my heart when an elder
ly person or someone out of work 
tells me, "Les, I want to do the 
right tiling, but I just can't aftord 
it." As time goes by, more and 
more ofus will fall into this cate
gory. The town's needs will con
tinue to grow in the foreseeabl.e 
future. 

I have probably not told any
one anything they don't already 
know, but at my age I will not be 
the one to help solve most of 
these problems. l would now like 
to ask the younger generations, 
those of you who are indeed the 
future of Montague, to step for
ward, get involved, and become 
the leaders of our great town. 

The quality of life in 
Montague depends on all of us 
working to provide the best we 
possibly can, within the limits of 
what we can afford, for the good 
of all our residents. 

Les Cromack is the chair of the 
capital improvements committee. 
The opinions expressed here are 
his own, and do not necessarily 
reflect those of any other member 
of the committee. 

WILDFLOWER FIELD WALK 
BY CHRISTINE LONG 
ATHOL- New England is glorious with wildflowers in fall, especial
ly asters and goldenrods - many species of both. Join naturalists Lula 
Field and Christine Beckert Long next Saturday, September 12th, for 
a ramble at Tully Dam in a search for these beauties, and other fall 
bloomers, tips on how to tell them apart, and discussion of botanical 
nomenclature. 

TI10se interested in the field trip should meet at the dam overlook 
parking lot on Athol Road, Royalston (Route 32), at 10 a.m. Bring 
water, a snack, a field guide and a camera if desired. 

Rain date for the outing is Sunday, September 13th; ifin doubt, call 
(978) 249-0246 by 9 a.m. on Saturday. 

The trip is sponsored by the Athol Bird & Nature Club and is free 
and open to the public. 
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Unable to keep up with the cost of living, Betty solved the 
problem by constructing her own toll booth on busy Route 115 

GUEST" EDITORIAl 

Changes to Bus Schedule Disruptive 
BY DON CLEGG 
TURNERS FALLS - With 
inadequate notice or public 
input, the Franklin Regional 
Transit Authority, FRTA, has 
made significant changes to 
their fixed route service, which 
greatly affects the riders that are 
residents of Montague and com
muters employed by local busi
nesses. 

The previous fixed route 
service for Greenfield
Montague had fourteen stops in 
downtown Turners Falls. These 
have now been reduced to eight. 
Service to Montague Center and 
Millers Falls has been cut in 
half. The Greenfield to Athol 
service previously had frequent 
daily stops at 3rd Street and 
Avenue A in Turners Fal1s. 
Those stops have been eliminat
ed on the new schedule. 

It gets worse. The previous 
FRTA schedule had fow: stops at 
Franklin Medical Center, with a 
pass through Stop and Shop. 
That particular route has been 
eliminated and folded into a 
Greenfield route. This means 
there is no direct bus service to 
Franklin Medical Center. The 
only way to the hospital now is 
to take bus service to Court 
Square in Greenfield and wait 
for a transfer to a Greenfield 
fixed route, or walk there. How 
convenient. 

As a result of these changes 
and many others such as those 
affecting students at GCC, there 
will be a civil demonstration 
and discussion planned for 
Monday, September 14th, on 
the Greenfield town common, 
just across from the Court 
Square bus stop. For more 

information on this demonstra-
tion, contact 
speakout2009@aol.com 

The changes to the FRTA 
fixed schedule took affect on 
August 3 l st, with printed 
schedules not available until 
almost the day of the changes. 
Riders were told to go online 
and look for changes. This was 
inadequate notice forriders who 
depend on public transportation 
for school, work or medical 
appointments. 

lt appears that Montague 
took a significant hit in this 
decision to reduce bus service. 

We are all being urged to 
conserve carbon fuels in an. era 
when global warming is making 
headlines and changing weather 
patterns. We need more mass 
transit options in rural areas like 
ours, not less. 

INVASIVE ALIENS JN THE NORTH QUABBIN 
BY CHRISTINE LONG 
ATHOL - Japanese knotweed 
gobbling up the roadsides? 
Oriental bittersweet strangling 
trees? Water chestnut clogging 
ponds? 

These are all examples of 
exotic invasive plant species -
plants deliberately or acciden
tally introduced into this cow1-
try - that exploded th.rough the 
landscape and now threaten 
natural ecosystems. 

They are the topic Thursday, 
September 17th, at 7 p.m. when 

the North Quabbin Garden 
Club and the Athol Bird and 
Nature Club present noted 
author Peter Alden of 
Concord to discuss 
what these exotic 
invasives are, how 
they spread, and why 
they are a threat. The 
meeting will be held 
at the Millers River 
Environmental 
Center, l 00 Main 
Street, in Athol. 

including the National 
Audubon Society's Field Guide 
to New England. He is consid-

Alden is a world
renowned naturalist, 
lecturer, ecotourism 
guide, and author of 
15 books on North 

Japanese knoflveed in j!oJJJer 

American and African wildlife, 

We Wel,ome 
Your Letters! 

;£-Montague l\eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

ered an authority on birds, large 
mammals, and invasive 
species, and is often consulted 
by the media and the eco
tourism industry for his expert
ise. 

The program is free and 
open to the pub! ic, supported 
by the cultural councils of a 
number of loealities. 
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CiUEST EDITORIAL Just Say No to the G-1 School Budget Montague Historical Society 
Meeting & WW I Presentation 

September 17th at 7:00 p.m. 

BY JEFF SINGLETON 
MONTAGUE - Last week's 
Montague Reporter included an 
interesting editorial by my col
league on the school committee, 
Joyce Phillips, regarding the 
Gill Montague Regional School 
District budget, which will be 
the subject of a September 30th 
district meeting. Although I dis
agree with the central argument 
- that the towns of Gill and 
Montague should vote in favor 
of the GMRSD's $16,657,788 
budget - I am certainly glad to 
see school committee members 
expressing their views and 
encouraging public discussion. 

In that spirit, I would note 
two parts of the editorial that 
particularly struck me. Joyce 
endorses the concept of keeping 
the state involved in the 
GMRSD budget process. I 
strongly agree. But she seems to 

feel that voting "yes" at the dis
trict meeting will help to make 
that happen. I don't understand 
that at all. T feel that passing a 
budget will in fact make the 
state disappear from the table 
completely, except for its inade
quate aid and under-funded 
mandates. We will be left to deal 
with these as best we may. 

Secondly, Joyce writes, "It 
has been stated that the Gill
Montague school committee has 
no fiscal plan .... I do not believe 
this is true. Not only are there a 
number of initiatives and pro
grams currently being imple
mented, but we also have a two 
to three year draft financial p.lan 
to maintain a viable district. .. .'' 

Well I have been on the 
school committee for nearly 
four months and have not seen 
th.is plan. As far as 1 know, noth
ing like this has been discussed 

or endorsed by the committee. 1 
have presented a detailed out-
1 ine of a process for producing 
such a plan in collaboration 
with the state, but this requires 
the towns to vote down all 
budgets and assessments until 
they see an actual plan, the real 
thing. 

I strongly feel we can make 
significant progress solving the 
chronic school budget problem 
over the next six months. But to 
do that, the towns should "just 
say, 'No"' to keep the state at 
the table until we get our act 
together. 

Jeff Singleton is a member of 
the Gill-Montague regional 
school committee. The opinions 
expressed here are his own. and 
do not necessarily represent 
those of any other member of 
the school committee. 

at the Great Falls Discovery Center 
Richard Colton will speak on a Montague soldier's WWl 

chest of memories left behind by Lt. Stephen Richardson. Lt. 
Richardson served on the Western Front and left his trunk 
with documents, uniform, letters and more. It is an extraordi
nary time capsule. 

The annual meeting of the society will follow and the pub
lic is invited. 

The society is looking for photos of Montague people who 
were veterans of World War I. We have very little informa
tion on World War I in our archives. Please contact Lillian 
Fiske at 367-2280 or Mary Melonis at 367-2184 if you have 
any photos. 

Also, a great celebration took place in Turners Falls after 
the Armistice was signed. Lionel Girard searched for years 
for a photo of this long day of celebration without success. 
Please contact the society if you have any souvenirs to share 
specific to Montague and World War I or the Annistice cele
bration. 

NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
District Meeting Set For September 30th VB· DU !I /llJt 

r111nu 
BYELLENBLANCHETIE 
A district meeting will be held on 
September 30th at the Turners 
Falls High School auditorium at 
6:30 p.m. to seek agreement on 
the issue of the Gill-Montague 
Regional School district FY' 10 
budget. All registered voters of 
the towns of Gill and Montague 
are welcome to attend and to vote 
on the school budget. 

Montague defeated that budg
et, but since the towns failed to 
approve a budget for the district 
schools by July I st, the state was 
mandated to set a budget so the 
district could operate in the new 
schoo.l year, and that budget -
$16,657,788 - will stand wuess 
the towns and school district 
agree on a new budget. 

Superintendent Ladd made it 
clear prior to the August 5th town 
meeting be wanted to move on 
with the FY' 11 school budget, 
and didn't want to get bogged 
down in lengthy budget discus
sions of the FY' 10 budget. Last 
year the budget process dragged 
on until December 2009 and pre
occupied the school conunittee, 
which did not begin working on 
the FY' 10 budget until January. 

Ladd set a budget meeting for 
FY' 11 for next week, showing he 
is intent on moving ahead with 
budget discussions for nex.t year, 
regardless of the outcome of the 
vote at district meeting. The 
FY' 11 budget meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, September 
15th, at 7 p.m. at Turners Falls 
High School, with the full school 
committee, open to the public. 

The school district has hired 
Bill Doyle for the position of 
resow·ce officer at Tumers Falls 
High School. School committee 
member and fom1er resource 
officer Doug Brown said he 
thought Doyle was an excellent 
choice. 

Brown said Doyle is "very 
laid back, easy going, very smati 
and good with kids. He has a 
good way of getting his point 
across to the kids." The resource 
officer provides a presence in the 
schools meant to give students 
extra attention and guidance in 
order to help them avoid getting 
into trouble. Creating a rapport 
with the students is very impor
tant to success in the position, 
Brown said. and he believes 
Doyle will do a very good job. 

Ladd said that he, director of 
cu1Ticulum and instruction Chip 
Wood, and special education 
director Nadine Ekstrom attend
ed a meeting in Boston of all 
school distticts that received the 
first round of Readiness Planning 
grants. Each of the sixteen dis
tticts gave presentations of their 
projects to state secretary of edu
cation Paul Reville and deputy 
commissioner Karla Baer. along 
with other staff from the secre
tary's office. Ladd reported to the 
school committee that Secretary 
Reville was "favorably 
impressed" with both of the Gill
Montague district's proposals, 
especially Lhe regionwide collab
orative autism project. He added 
there is a good chance the dis
tricts that received early grants 
will be first in line to receive fed
eral "Race to the Top'' grants. 

The school committee is in 
the process of developing and 
prioritizing a list of goals and 
visions for the district. The work
in-progress list includes, in pait, 
the values of promoting lifelong
learning (instilling a love of 

see SCHOOL pg 10 

TRACTORS FOR FARM, HOME & CONS DCTION 
We carry John Deere 
and Kubota Tractors, 
Stihl Chain Saws, Blowers, 
Tractor Mowers 

Also: 
• Fire Proof 5afes 
• Wood Chippers 
• Log Splitters 
• Winches 
• Materials 

\_~ 

Sales O Servi~eO Parts 

SERVING THE AREA FOB OYER 48 YEARS 
fij~.~il 

SIRON [QIJIPMENl 
COMPANY. INC. 

llO FEDERAL 8TBEET0 RTE. Gl O MONTAGUE 
~413-367-2481~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Sound. Stable. Solid. 
MetLife Home loans 

TIM PREVOST 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metlife.com 
http://lo.mlhl.com/timothyprevost 

For the if in life.• 
All h>on'i 5t1b1ecf io appiov~t ( eo<1Jn co11di11om 311d lees. apply, Mortg~e. rm311cm9 prov1~d by .. .,,,..,._,=_ 
Me1lift: Homelai!ns, 3 dlY slon of M~tlife ~;,n~, NA Equal--loo~lng Lender. 0.1:()08 MITLtft, INC l:J 
PtANI 111 ri mlteo "'"'"" 1yn<1,caie. lie dl9086?941exp0909IIAII lli!tei/Dll LENOER SCI 

Office Hows By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN 1 DM.D. 
4 Dell St 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

i Carol's Beauty Nook 
j.-- " JJ 29 G Street, Turners Falls 
f- Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

{jift Certificates 413-863-2 
.91..vaifaEfe 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

-;;.-,,.~-
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers. Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Wendell Again Considers Non-Electric Apartment 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN - The 
most controversial issue the 
Wendell selectboard dealt with at 
its September 2nd meeting con
cerned the effort by Jonathan von 
Ranson and Susan Dunlaney to 
build an apartment for them
selves in pai1 of the barn they are 
rebuilding in the center of town. 
In an effo1t to reduce their carbon 
footprint, von Ranson and 
Dunlaney hope to build their 
apartment without installing 
wires for electricity, to use a 
pitcher pump to supply water. 
and to deal with waste by using a 
composting toilet. Heat and hot 
water would come from a wood
burning masonry stove with a 
water reservoir, and Light would 
be supplied from kerosene lamps 
and flashlights kept handy by the 
doors to outside. 

State building code requires 
electric wires in a dwelling, stan
dard plumbing, and a septic sys
tem that can treat much more 
than the five to six gallons of 
greywater per person pet' day the 

from BUS pg 3 
the hospital, she believes, and she 
hopes the FRTA will reinstitute 
it. 

Sharon King of Millers Falls 
is planning to kick off a public 
demonstration over the schedule 
and route changes on the 
Greenfield town common on 
Monday. September 14th at 3 
p.m. King has never organized 
any kind of protest before. but 
listening to riders discuss the 
impact of schedule and fare 
changes on tl1eir lives. King 
decided the only way to address 
the situation was to hold a pub
lic gathering. For more info on 
this event. contact: speak
out2009@aol.com. 

King submitted a four-page 
letter to the FRTA when she 
read about tl1e proposed changes 
months ago, responding to the 
request for feedback prior to the 
July 30th deadline. King said 
she did not receive a direct 
response to her letter or phone 
calls, though it appeared some 
of her suggestions were incor
porated in the final route and 

couple expects to produce. 
Von Ranson sent a letter ask

ing for the selectboard's support 
in getting the required permits. 
They say their goal is to reduce 
their ecological impact by living 
simply, and to do so within the 
law. Von Ranson said the couple 
has the suppott of the Wendell 
Rtu-al Simple Living Group, and 
he included a two page list of 
people who signed a petition in 
support of their effort. 

Building inspector Phil 
Delorey also con-esponded with 
the selectboard and the von 
Ransons about the proposed non
electric apartment, outlining the 
problems he has with that con
cept. Delorey said town boards 
do not have the authmity to over
rule state law, and so von 
Ranson 's petition for the overall 
project should be addressed to tbe 
state, rather than the town. In 
addition, Delorey said, there are 
steps in the local process von 
Ranson has not dealt with proper
ly, which the letter enumerated. 

schedule changes. 
Chief among King's con

cerns is the Greenfield to 
Amherst route - the only route 
that directly serves Millers Falls 
at key commuting times in the 
morning and afternoon. The fru·e 
has increased to $3 each way, 
and FRTA has done away with 
the paitial fare system so riders 
traveling only from Millers 
FalJs to Greenfield must pay full 
fare. For King, this means she 
now walks to the French King 
Bowling Alley to pick up the 
Athol to Greenfield route, 
which offers several pickup 
times and many more stops, at 
half the price. 

Toomey acknowledge the 
significant fare increases on tbis 
route, and said they result from 
the lack of financial suppoti 
from the primary service towns 
of Amherst, Leverett and 
Sunderland. 

The lack of transfers 
throughout the FR TA system 
under the new schedules 
appears to be one of most con
sistent complaints from riders. 

Von Ranson has not had the bam 
inspected, has allowed his build
ing pe1mit to expire, did not get a 
permit for roof replacement, did 
not have a final inspection on a 
chimney replacement, and the 
step he put in front of the barn 
makes the bam more out of com
pliance with town setback 
requirements than it was original
ly. (The original barn is grandfa
thered.) For each of these issues, 
Delorey gave von Ranson a rem
edy that might put his construc
tion in compliance with the 
tmvn's regulations. 

However, Delorey's letter did 
not address von Ranson's central 
aim - to build a non-electric 
apmtment without running water 
or septic system - which the 
building inspector contended 
does not fall within the scope of 
town jurisdiction. 

Selectboard m~mbers were 
sympathetic to the couple's over
all goal to reduce their environ
mental footprint. but agreed with 
Delorey that they need to go 

Many patrons of the system are 
dependent on the buses to get 
them to work, medical appoint
ments, school or stores, and they 
have relied on transfers to get 
them from one route to the next 
economically. Cutting the trans
fers has doubled trru1sportation 
costs for these riders. 

Toomey said he is awai·e of 
the issue, and reminds patrons 
the cwTent fare system relies on 
the labor intensive collection of 
fares by drivers. One of the 
FRTA's top goals in the coming 
months is the installation of 
electronic fare boxes on all 
buses on fixed routes. He 
believes the fare boxes will 
relieve some rider anxiety over 
rates and transfers, as they will 
allow the efficient implementa
tion of multiple fare packets 
including day passes, weekly or 
monthly passes, student bus 
passes, and other special fares. 

The FRTA plans to use fed
eral stimulus funds to pay for 
the installation of electronic fai·e 
boxes, and will issue requests 
for proposals for them as soon 

about the process in a more 
organized way, get the appropri
ate pennits, and then deal with 
the effort to get state approval for 
his project. 

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser wrote a response to that 
effect, and with some small 
changes, the other bom·d mem
bers agreed to sign it and deliver 
it to von Ranson and Dunlaney. 

A hem·ing on the von 
Rm,sons' building is scheduled at 
the next planning board meeting, 
September 15th. 

Selectboard member Dan 
Keller reported that Ted Lewis is 
not interested in being the town's 
representative to the Franklin 
Regional Council of 
Governments. He asked town 
coordinator Nancy Aldrich to 
include a request for a volunteer 
to fill that post io the next town 
newsletter. 

Bob Cellucci, engineer for 
National Grid, met the select
board for two pole hearings. 
Both poles are needed for 

as the grants are formally 
i;iwru·ded. 

John Furbish of Turners Falls 
has made some comprehensive 
comparisons of the old and new 
routes and schedules. He cites 
23 foll or pmiial trips to and 
from Turners and Greenfield in 
the old bus schedule, compared 
to the new schedule with just 
eight. The ten direct trips to 
Stop & Shop have been com
pletely elin1inated, although you 
can still get to Stop & Shop 
from Turners by bus if you are 
willing to go to Cou1t Squm·e 
first ru1d pay a second fare to get 
there, and again to retw·n. 

Or, you can get to Stop & 
Shop by walking across the 
Gi II-Montague bi-idge and 
catchi11g the Athol to Greenfield 
bus, which will drop you off at 
Stop & Shop, returning the same 
way. 

ln fact, if you want to get to 
Atl1ol or points fu1111er east from 
Tumers, you'll have to make 
this hike first. Thls might be a 
little rough in the winter, when 
the bridge sidewalk is not 

National Grid to put in a tempo
rary substation so the company 
can take the substation in 
Wendell Depot out of service and 
rebuild the tap from the high ten
sion wires to the Wendell Depot 
substation. 

Cellucci said that the work 
could be done with electricity stiU 
connected to the Wendell Depot 
substation, but it would be more 
dangerous for workers, and more 
expensive for the company thm1 
the larger construction the tempo
rary substation involves. Cellucci 
said the company hopes the work 
will be done within six months. 
No abutters came to the hearing. 
and since no trees will be cut and 
the temporruy poles will be as far 
from any road as existing poles, 
the selectboard approved the 
request. 

Selectboard members signed 
a memorandwn of understand
ing with the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management 
District concerning the upco-

see WENDELL pg 10 

plowed. For trips to the super
market, the hike across the 
bridge would likely limit riders' 
pw-chases. 

Toomey said the FRTA is 
working with the town of Gill to 
find a better stop where a shelter 
can be constructed for 
Greenfield to Athol riders. For 
now, the Riverside stop is 
inconvenient and unsheltered, at 
the busy Route 2 intersection 
with Main Road and the Tumers 
Falls bridge. 

Furbish was also unhappy 
about the fact that FRT A 
dropped the Sunderlru1d connec
tor bus from the Greenfield to 
Northampton route. Toomey 
claims customer complaints 
about the 20-minute detour to 
Sunderland in the old plan was a 
large factor in eliminating that 
stop, as was the lack of financial 
suppo1t from Sunderland. 

Shelburne resident Will 
Yager, a former bus user, travels 
to Greenfield for medical 
appointments. but now uses tl1e 
state PTl system, which he said 

see BUS page 11 

~BAKER~ 
Office Supply ty~,t•U'l;l#Z. 1ENT TO EXCELLENCE 

50% off All Halloween & Everyday 
Cards, Giftwrap, Giftbags and 

Decorative Wrap 

310 Main Street 
Greenfield 

774-2345 

i,T.1.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Speaali:ung in all rHpedS al lawn and Prope,ty Maintename. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn Care to Us " 
Residential & C01n111enial • Fully Insured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367--0230 Cell:522-2563 

,..-,\..>- s~e 1910 
Professional Painting & Decorating 

Contractor - Retailer 
CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 

PAINTS· STAINS· SUNDRIES· WALLPAPER • BRUSHES & ROLLERS 
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING· SANDBLASTING MEDIA· GLASS 

ARTIST SUPPLIES • CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 
99 te,u u t'-e ,,4,,e/ 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS ➔ 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

KUSTOM 
AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Pbone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH 
& DINNER 

Now Serving 
Beer & Wine 
16 Flavors of 

Soft Serve Ice Cream 

Route 2 • GIii 
413-863-8210 

BERKSHIRE BREWING BEER 
Now AVAILABLE 
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Hallmark Gallery 
OpeninQ Saturday 

Montague Center Fire Department Appoints Chaplain 

TURNERS FALLS - Ha Um ark Institute of Photography will cele
brate the grand opening of its newest photographic exhibition venue, 
the Gallery at Hallmark, with an inaugural exhibition this Saturday, 
September 12th, from l p.m. to 5 p.m .. in the first tloor of the Colle 
Building at, 85 Avenue A. 

The event will feature a group exhibit by Hallmark Institute of 
Photography's resident faculty, entitled "Collected Visions." The 
reception, free and open to the public, will include hors d'oeuvres 
and live music. 

"Collected Visions" will be on display Fridays through Sundays, 
I to 5 p.m., through Sunday, October 4th. 

from AIRPORT pg 1 
Most of the pilots whose planes 
are based at the Turners airport 
"have made arrangements to 
house their aircraft at other local 
fields," including the airports in 
Northampton and Orange. 
These two airports allowed the 
Turners pilots to use their 
fields free of charge for the 
duration of the construc
tion project. But not all 
pilots have chosen to 
move, and on Tuesday 
afternoon. after the con
struction crews had packed 
up for the day, at least one 
plane landed at the Turners 
field, using the still paved 
but badly cracked airport 
ta,xiway. 

Turners in 2003. "J was just 
driving by the airport today, 
thinking, 'This is a once in a life
time event. lt's been 49 years 
since the runway was first 
paved. I don't think I'll ever see 
another replacement of the run
way in my lifetime.' 

Sweeney said the com
mission's policy is to make 

0ETMOLD PH 
no comment on pilots 11y-
ing in or out of the Turners Michael S wem(!y 

field "at their own risk,'' by "The commission should take 
using the old taxiway while the great pride in its accomplish
main runway is under construe- ments over the last six years. 
tion. 

Sweeney also said he pre
feJTed to make no comment on 
his new employment status, 
other than to say his new job is 
in a field similar to his fom1er 
one. as a salesman for airplane 
components. 

Sweeney expressed consider
able pride about the realization 
of the runway replacement proj
ect, which he has worked for 
since he first took the part-time 
position of airport manager in 

They've done an extraordinary 
thing, not just in the $5 million 
replacement of the runway at no 
cost to the community. They 
have taken control over the air-
port's operations; they have 
taken control over its fiscal 
responsibilities; there's a lot the 
commission has done as good 
custodians of the airport." 

Sweeney pointed also to the 
steps the commission has taken 
to institute a development pro
gram at the Turners airport -

Chief John Greene of the 
Montague Fire Department is 
proud to announce the appoint
ment of Rev. Stephen Palso. Sr. 
to the position of fire chaplain. 
Palso has been working closely 
with the officers of the 
Montague Center Fire 
Department over the last few 
months, setting up a new chap
lain's program to be offered to 
the firefighters, emergency 
medical technicians, and the cit
izens the department vows to 
protect. 

frustrated for now by tbe reces
sionary economy - and the sa.le 
of timber from trees cut last year 
on airport property as fiscally 
prudent efforts to create a rev
enue stream for the airport out
side the income provided by the 
town and lease payments from 

tenants. In FY'09, 
Montague contributed 
$15,000 toward the air
port's operation from 
ta'Xation, down about. 
$10,000 from earlier 
years. 

Sweeney's tenure as 
airport manager has 
been marked not only 
by success but also by 
controversy. ln 
February of 2007, an 
ad hoc committee 
formed of pilots who 
were frustrated by a 
sharp rise in lease fees 

for private and commercial 
hangars at the Turners airport, 
which they claimed. were well in 
excess of fees charged at other 
local airports. The pilots were 
also angered by what they con
sidered punitive interpretation of 
policies regarding access routes, 
security clearances, and personal 
items stored at hangars, among 
other complaints. Dubbed the 
Committee to Save the Tumers 
Falls Airport, the pilots group 
gathered 162 sig11atures from 
pilots and other members of the 
airport community calling for 
the removal of Sweeney as air-

HIGHllGffl FROM THE Gill POLICE llG 
Boater Possibly Intoxicated 

4:45 p.m. Fire alarrn on 
Moulll HeimOJl Campus. ~ 

Tuesday, 9/1 
7:45 p.m. Report of speed
ing bll.S, d,·,ving e~ncicalf)' on 
W alnur Screer. 
8:20 l"",. Reporr of trcs, 

passers on V,l est GLU Road. 
WednfSday, 9/2 
10:40 a.m. Repo,·t of susp,
cious .activity in wo,)ded ar~ 
"ff of high ccn$ion lines. 
TOSO a.m. Rcpon: of susp ,_ 
c.ious activicy i1, area of 
Mou1Jtaio Road. 
Thursday, 9/3 

I2: ro p.m. AssLStt:'d 
Norrhfield police deparr
Jl1ent w,ch motor vehide 
accident on Re. [ 42, 
l :00 p.,n. Un.blown ·utility 
lines down acwss French 
King Highway ne.ar boat 
ta111p. 

9:.54 p,lll, Familr disprne 011 

Chappell D~ive. 
Friday, 9/4 
4:30 p.m. Assisted Sheriffs 
Office .;ivil process divisio11 

wiLl1 cnurr paperwork. 

I l :20 p.m. Report of suspi
cious vcbiclc on French King 
l lighway. Gone on. arrival, 
Sarurday, 9/5 
7:10 p.m. Report of pos,j
ble intoxicated boater at 
state boat ,:amp on French 
King H.ighwa:y, investigatrd 

operation of mot01· vehicle, 
and failure ro wear safrry 
bek 
Monday,9/7 
9:45 a.m. Noise complaint 
on French King Highway 
10:40 a,m. Assisted with 
medical emergency on. 

same. Meadow Street. 
11:05 p.m. Assisted Erving Tuesday, 9/8 
police dL'pannwnt. 7:55 a.m. Fire alam1 on 
Sunday, 9/6 Mount Bcm,on Campus. 
3:55 p.m. Crim.1.nal com- 12:20 p.m. Suspicious whi

- deonBoy!eRoad. 

Reverend Steven Palso, S,: 

po1t manager, and brought them 
to the selectboard. They told the 
board they had attempted to 
work out their differences with 
the airport commission and 
Sweeney. but had been unable to 
make progress at commission 
meetings. 

Sweeney defended his per
fonnance at a hearing before the 
selectboard on February 26th of 
that year, with the pilots group 
jeering and heckling claims 
made by the commissioners, 
including Brian Carroll, who 
commented, "We're ve1y sensi
tive to bad relations with the ten
ants. We keep ttying to come up 
with something to improve 
them. We've asked them to 
come to meetings. We've plead
ed with them. They don't come." 

At that hearing, Sweeney said 
he was essentially taking the 
heat as a lightning rod for poli
cies approved by the airport 
commission, '·to restore the air
port to effective control. . . . As 

Palso is also working to set 
up Western Mass Fire 
Ministries, an organization that 
will help to minister to other fire 
departments, and all area c-iti
zens. Palso will be responding 
directly to major incidents to 
help with families and respon
ders that may have a need for 
i;;ounsel, at no cost to tbe depart
ment or the public. 

For more information, con
tact Palso through the Montague 
Center Fire Department, at 367-
2757. 

many of the policies put iJ1to 
place have required the users on 
the field to come into compli
ance with FAA and Mass 
Aeronautics and airport regula
tions, it is understandable that 
users would chafe under the 
changes.'' 

Sweeney weathered that 
stonn, and a subsequent flare-up 
around claims Native American 
tribes made regarding the cultur
al significance of a stone fom1a
tion found on a hill on airport 
property slated for excavation 
and removal as part of the origi
nal plan for runway replace
ment, which included adding 
l 000 more feet of paved surface 
on the southeast end of the cur
rent runway, in the direction of 
Millers Falls Road. 

Airport commissioners 
made disparaging remarks 
regarding the stone formation 
on the airport hill in public, 
with Ca1Toll calling the site., 

see AIRPORT pg 13 

suzee savs: Nev. Wash ill 
wash big SIUIII 

Get it all done at oncel 

Montague Old Home Days 

fALL u&~!l9~Sale 

A 
4m}1 

Saturday, September 19th 
4 North Street, Montague Center 

Preview 9 to 10 a.m. Bidding starts at 10 a.m. 
All proceeds to benefit the First Congregational Church of Montague 

Donations are being accepted now 
Please call 413-265-,3013 

for drop off times and for large item pick-up. 
(No mattressess, TVs, Computers or monitors please) 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~aissance 
IB~ilders 

~litp.. ereftsmanship, ©riginal '1hought 

390 Main Road, Gill MA 01354 
413.863.83 t6 

www.renbuild.net 

SINCE 1888 

.H.Rist 
159 Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 
01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

123 Aven1.1e A • TurnerJ Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

ilYORK' 413-863-2295 ~M{ 
w, ,i .... •o ,.t -1o....,..: Ce11tral Air - An)~h,,,.., 
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HARDING PHOTO 

means every
thing used in 
his art was 
either found 
or given to 
him. You will 
see a collage 
of Rudolph's 
collages 
hanging in 
the gallery -
most pieces 
in the show 
are fairly 
small and 
accessibly 
priced, but 
some of his 
other works 

Collages ~y Max Rttdolph on displqy at the Faces and Places Gallery in Millers Falls have taken 
over entire 

BY ANNE HARDING 
MILLERS FALLS - Over 
Labor Day weekend I 
dropped by the newly opened 
Faces and Places Gallery and 
interviewed owner Moonlight 
(George) Davis as he was 
hanging the upcoming show. 
The freshly painted Bridge 
Street space, on the main 
intersection of town, which 
once housed Wards, a cloth
ing store for men, and more 
recently, Curves, an exercise 
facility for women, had been 
vacant for several years prior 
to the opening of Davis' stu
dio on the first day of August. 

The gallery is open 
Tuesday through Friday, from 
1 to 7 p.m., and Saturdays 
from l 0 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

September's exhibit 

studied art at Montserrat 
College of Art in Beverly, 
MA before graduating with a 
BFA from Elms College and 
traveling to Newcastle 
University in England to pur
sue a masters degree in fine 
arts. The work on exhibit at 
the gallery references her 
European travels, and reflects 
her fascination with I ight 
sources. In her words, Stevko 
"paints her memories in order 
to feel out the essence of the 
regions and essence of her 
experience." 

Max Rudolph got his start 
in formal arts education at 
Greenfield Community 
College and ultimately gradu
ated from the Boston Museum 
School of Fine Arts. He was 
trained in print making and 
collage, but has given up the 
former medium, believing 
there are enough pollutants in 
the environment without 
adding to them. 

hallways. 
There are a trio of black 

and white photographs by 
Jack LaForte of Northampton, 
who believes, "a photograph 
should challenge the viewer's 
perceptions in some way." He 
seeks to share his "aha" expe
rience with the viewer. 

Grenier lacks the formal 
training of the other 
exhibitors, but her small 
(approximately 5" by 8") 
painted magnets are tiny 
microcosms of the mundane 
she finds fascinating, and 
translates into mmiature 
'portable' paintings. After all, 
everyone has a refrigerator 
door available. 

It is less widely known 
that Moonlight opted for for
mal schooling in his mid-S0s 
and went back to school at 
Greenfield Community 
College, graduating in 2006 
with an associate's degree in 
fine arts. Davis then attended 
UMass Amherst, and graduat
ed in May 2009 with a fine 
arts degree in photography. 

It was never Davis's desire 
to own or operate a gallery, 
but one requirement of his 
UMass degree was a public 
showing of his thesis portfo
lio. The first presentation of 
his work took place in a bor
rowed space in Millers Falls, 
followed by a more formal 
show at the UMass campus 
Augusta Savage Gallery. The 
original borrowed space has 
now become the Faces & 
Places Gallery. 

Several of Moonlight's 
thesis works were on display 
in August including four col
lage panels of 'local people' 
(now on display at the Round 
Here Cafe in downtown 
Turners Falls). 

When you stop by the 
gallery, 1 suggest you ask to 
see the 'train' piece currently 
tucked behind the black cur
tain room divider. It is a clas
sic example of Moonlight's 
ability to gather seemingly 
mundane images and elevate 
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them to the remarkable by 
conjoining them in collage. 

Moonlight's vision for the 
gallery is expansive - it is 
both a working space for him, 
and a place of community 
inspired by the public that 
enjoyed his premier exhibit. 
September promises to be a 
busy month with children's 
movies, .. An American Tail" 
and its sequel ·'Fievel Goes 
West,'' showing on the 9th 
and 16th from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Carefully tucked between the 
Tuesday and Thursday library 
programs across the street, 
Davis plans to expand offer
ings for children in Millers 
Falls on a regular basis. 

Friday, Sep tern ber 18th 
from 6 to 8 p.m. visitors can 
hear "Mixed Nuts" perform
ing their unique blend of jazz, 
gospel, rhythm and blues. 
There will also be a commu
nity sing led by Morning Star 
Chenven on September 22nd. 
Hoopo the Clown will be on 
hand for two shows on the 
Saturday the 26th, one at 
noon and another at 1 :30 
p.m., while Montague's own 
Adam Bergeron will perform 
classical piano later in the day 
at 4 p.m. 

For further information, 
contact George Moonlight 
Davis via email at 
gmoon IO I O@gmail.com. 

includes photographic works 
by Davis as well as a number 
of featured artists - painter 
Tamara Stevko, from New 
York; collage artist Max 
Rudolph, of Longmeadow; 
and photographer Jack 
Laforte, of Northampton. In 
addition, you'll find one-of-a
kind large magnet works by 
Jessy Grenier. 

Painter Tamara Stevko first 

Rudolph is a self-professed 
"American Artist," though his 
bio at blugirlart.com claims 
he was born in Chicoutimi, 
Quebec. He tends to be classi
fied as a mixed media found 
artist - which to Rudolph 

Naturally, there are also 
works by owner and artist 
Moonlight Davis on exhibit at 
Faces and Places. Renowned 
on the local music scene, 
Moonlight plays keyboard 
and hand drums and has 
toured widely in gospel and 
R&B venues for decades. 
More recently, he has teamed 
up with his wife Morning Star 
Chenven to perform at uni
versities, concert halls, cof
feehouses, and community 
events. 

n 
The paintings ef Tamara Slevko, al F'aces and Places in Millers Falls 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MONTAGUE 
THE BOOKMILL 
413-367-0309 

ALWAYS BUYING 
CDs LPs & DVDs 
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"We serve 
homegrown,farm-inspiredfood and drink. 
Presented simply, using the best ingredients 

from our neighborhood." 

Phm 413·774·3150 I 44 Hope Streat. Greanlleld I WWW.HOPEANDOLIVE.COM 

F.M. KUZMESKUS INC. 

• Clay/Stone Sculpture 
• Pottery 

• Fine Art Drawings and 
Paintings 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET • TURNERS FAl.1.S, MA O 137 6 

Craig Dalrymple 
Sales Associate 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

NAWCC No 0101315 (781) 438-8489 

WIU TIMVEL 

ANTIQUE 
CLOCKS 
Boug/JI and Sold 

BOB PACY 

(508) 633-2552 

STONEH1'M MA 02180 
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THEATER REVIEW 
fresh and Witty Gentlemen of Verona at the Shea 

BY JEN AUDLEY releases, printing tickets, and 
arranging accommodations for 
the sixteen-person troupe at 
"Queen of Cheese'' Ricki 
Carroll's place in Ashfield. On 
Sunday afternoon, they opened 
the theater doors and started 
handing out tickets an hour 
before cwtain, and were reward
ed with a capacity crowd that 
included both regular theatergo
ers and first-time visitors of all 
ages. 

with the feeling of being in love -
and that his best friend, Valentine, 
is not. Instead, Valentine is intent 
on seeing the world, and he 
leaves Verona at the end of the 
scene, headed for the big city of 
Milan. 

and his sworn love, 
Julia, in order to pur
sue Silvia... but 
despite his ardent 
effo11s, Silvia does not 
fall in love with him. 

As the story 

9 

TURNERS FALLS - Several 
hundred folks who stayed in 
town for Labor Day weekend 
were treated to a delightful per
formance of William 
Shakespeare's Two Gentlemen of 
Verona at the Shea Theater on 
Sunday afternoon. The produc
tion was the first stop on the 
Cambridge American Stage Tour, 
an annual undertaking by a com
pany of students and recent grad
uates of the University of 
Cambridge in Can1bridge, UK. 
Their performance in Turners 
was a last-minute addition to the 
Shea's fall schedule, made possi
ble by the Shea's board of direc
tors, who welcomed the produc
tion to Franklin County after 
company manager Tim Checkley 
contacted them "in desperation," 
explaining that the venue they'd 
booked on the Cape had can
celled two weeks before the show 
was supposed to go on. 

"We're thrilled about the 
turnout," said Robin Paris, presi
dent of the Shea board of direc
tors, as she welcomed the audi
ence. "We really weren't sure if 
people would come out on a hol
iday weekend.'' 

We soon learn that the object 
of Proteus' affections is Julia, 
who, though not initially quite as 
smitten, quickly falls under love's 
spell. As this part of the story 
unfolds, we make the acquain
tance of some other important 
characters: the noblepersons' ser
vants, including Julia's sensible 
maid Lucetta, Valentine's clever 
man Speed, and Proteus' deadpan 
servant Lance, who, as played by 
Josh Higgott with a tip of the hat 
to Charlie Chaplin, had the audi
ence in stitches time and time 
again. 

unfolds, and eventual
ly resolves, all s011s of 
interesting and univer
sal questions are 
raised: Should feel
ings guide actions? 
What about when 
feelings suddenly 
change? How does 
love of friends stack 

Cast ef the Cambridge American Stage Tour 
compat!J in ]1vo Centlemaen l!f Verona 

Shea board members hustled 
to promote and support the free 
perf01mance, sending out press 

Farm Journal 

The Camb1idge players quick
ly established their fresh and 
witty take on this Shakespearian 
classic with an intricately choreo
graphed ensemble dance number 
in which, by lip-syncing a well
known Italian aria, the young 
Proteus managed to convey all 
we needed to know at the outset: 
he is in love - and also in love 

Making Hay While the Sun Shines 
this walk -
especially if 
cars slow 
down nice
ly, which 
they do -
but the 
cows don't 
like the 
gratings and 
s t o r m 
drains. 

Once the 
heifers get 

Ayrshire Heifer, artist unknoivn to the other 

BY PATRICIA CROSBY side of Hickory 1-lill, their step 
GILL - Clear and cool this picks up, as if they can sense 
Saturday morning in early there are "new" cows out there, 
August. Yesterday Calamity (a and they're going to join them. 
two-year-old Ayrshire heifer) Actually, their mothers are there, 
took her maiden walk from the though they don't appear to 
home farm to the business farm, 
about two miles. Slow-going but 
relatively smooth. Cars don't 
bother the heifers when they take 

remember them. 
Then, it's cucumber picking. 

The twelve-year-old is helping. 
These cukes are for the Real 

The plot starts to thicken when 
Proteus is sent to Milan by his 
father, where he immediately 
falls in love with Silvia, the same 
girl who's already caught his 
friend Valentine's eye. Proteus 
chooses to betray both his friend 

Pickles people, and also for our
set ves and our farm stand. The 
cucumbers have been slow-grow
ing this year, due to the wet. 

There is also a presentation at 
the NOFA conference to prepare 
for, on •'value-added" fanning. 

Left behind on the home farm, 
without Calamity, are two calves, 
May and Rain, a year-old heifor, 
Susan, and a young bull, Al 
Steve. 

Sunday. Two of us go to 
Meeting. For the rest, it's work as 
usual, but a littler slower pace on 
Sundays. They picked cucum
bers; S made nine loaves of 
honey oat bread, which she'll put 
out in the honey house. They' II be 
gone by tomoJTow. 

A helper milks for us on 
Sunday evenings, so we can have 
dinner before 8:30 at night. We 
have two new kittens on the home 
farm, Shiner and Sheila. Shiner, 
the rowdier one, crawled up the 
side of a five-gallon pail the other 
day and fell into a full bucket of 
milk. He came out even faster 

up against romantic love? What 
does it mean to love someone ( or 
something) who doesn't love you 
back? How much should one do 
for love? In the play, as is typical 
of Shakepeare's romantic come
dies (though not so much of real 
life), everything works out in the 
end. However, to its credit, this 
production found a way to use 
stagecraft to put an ambivalent 
twist on the ending, helping the 
resolution sit better with modem 

than he went in. His sister 
promptly ran over to lick him, but 
he wasn't enthused. The milk 
wasn't for people, but meant for 
the calves, who didn't seem to 
mind the kitten flavor. 

Monday - Hot, hot, hot. They 
picked cucumbers and cleaned 
the wheat in the a big seed clean
er, sifting out any bugs and small 
seeds. S delivered to the Real 
Pickles plant and took the cukes 
too big for them to the Salvation 
Army. She also planted an herb 
garden today. 

Tuesday - Dug new potatoes. 
Small ones, from the earth to the 
pot to the plate. Don't get any 
newer than that, observed some
one at the table. S_ hung up 
sage to dJy. People starting to get 
their fair registrations done. 

On Wednesday, R_ mowed 
the st:rawbeny, raspberry lanes 
and the grounds in general. 

Thursday, three different 
batches of chickens arrived at the 
home farm. A coop of"old" ones, 
three years plus. half of whom 

audiences. 
"O heaven! were man 
But constant, he were per

fect." 
Two Gentlemen of Verona was 

an excel lent show, a triumph for 
the Shea, and a great gift for 
those who had the chance to see it 
last week. If you missed it, never 
fear! MCTV volunteer extraordi
naire Don Clegg was there to 
record it, and it should stati airing 
this weekend on channel 17. 

probably aren't even laying any 
more. They need to go. M_ 
delivers eggs, by bicycle when 
possible, to seven customers 
around town; the rest go to the 
farm stand and disappear quickly. 
We also have eggs from three 
other vendors at the farm stand, 
from large commercial to small 
backyard, all local. 

Batches ofnew chickens are in 
the "nurseLy." They are brown 
leghorns, red leghorns, and 
maybe some black stars. Also two 
Japanese bantams: we had hoped 
for a hen and rooster but it looks 
like we got two hens. (We order 
from a Midwest hatchery.) We 
had a Japanese bantam rooster 
once who was a wonderful pet, 
'Charlie'. Usually the roosters get 
mean and you have to get rid of 
them, but he was a sweet and 
affectionate bird, tamed by R_. 

Next Monday - Again, hot, 
hot, hot! More mowing today and 
haying. 

And so it goes, while the sun 
shines. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Brian Bowden-Smith 
lie: Pl31465·J 
413-863-5218 
413-834-2576 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

--------------------
413 -773 -1149 X142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Diem 
• r arn,rres!, eggs , 
• ~!,ole ~oastir,g Cbi,~er, 
•Pot Pies 
• Mon,eMade Sogps 
•~esserts 

Produ,ts Vary ~ee~fy 

form Stand Open Monday - Saturday, 6 o.m. to 6 p.m. 
Closed Sundays until foll 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY CO. lNC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

298 Avenue A.,Turners Falls, MA 

Regency Fireplace Products 

Come see our full line of pellet, wood 
and gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it's easy to choose the right unit 
to suit your lifestyle. 

413-863-4322 
www.shanabansupply.com 

2 3 3 Main Street 
Greenfield, MA 
413.774.2844 

Hours: Mon. - Wed., llam - 8pm 
Thurs. - Sat., ll am - 9pm 
Sunday, Noon - 8pm 
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SCHOOL from pg 5 

I.earning), encouraging students to 
reach for the stars and providing 
them with the tools to do so, keep
ing more resident students in the 
district schools, considering cultur
al diversity as an asset and teaching 
tool, and recognition that teachers 
are the heart of the school and the 
need to empower them. The goals 
included increasing the percentage 
of students graduating and going to 
college, building leaders who will 
support strong student councils, as 
well as creating fiscal stability 
through bener relationships with 
the towns and a strong 3- to 5-year 
budget and finance plan. 

At the meeting on Tuesday 
evening, Ladd presented his goals 
fm the district, based in part on the 
list of goals and visions provided 
by the school committee. His pri
mary goal is lifting student 
achievement and building personal 
competence. To do this, he said the 
district needs to define and com
municate the concept of educating 
the whole child. He suggested 
al.igning pre-K through 12 curricu
lum, instruction and assessment. 
He conctmed with the major goal 
of increasing the district graduation 
rate and seeing a greater mm1ber of 
GMRSD students go on to college. 
Ladd would also like to see broad
er parental involvemcm .in the 

schools. He also said tJ1e district 
needs to improve the evaluation 
process for all staff and continue to 
build upon previous initiatives. 

Ladd said he wants to develop a 
coordinated process for profession
al development, saying there are 
now 60 individual initiatives or 
programs in place that require 
sound professional development in 
order for teachers to be able to feel 
confident using the programs. 
Teacher confidence would translate 
into more student success, Ladd 
said. Ile added he didn't want to 
see more new programs instituted 
until teachers and administrators 
had conducted a thorough evalua
tion of cmTent programs and made 
sure teachers were fully trained to 
implement them. 

Ladd said the most important 
thing is to give sl11dents a safe and 
healthy learning cnvirornncnt. The 
concept of educating the whole 
child includes making sme stu
dents have a challenging educa
tional experience; that teachers are 
not just meeting the needs of chil
dren who are struggling but also 
pushing or prodding those students 
who need to be inspired to do 
more. 

The next regular school commit
tee meeting will be held at 
Sheffield Elementary School in 
Turners Falls, at 7 p.m. on 
September 22nd. 

HIGHUBHTS FROM TIE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 
Two Businesses Burglarized 

Tuesday, 9/1 
5:34 p.m. Reporr of 
rescrnrn.iog order vi olacion 
at an Al'enuc A pay phone. 
6:+1-p.111. RepOH oF sex 
nffen.~e.s ac an Avi.,1mt' A 
address. Rcfoncd to an offi
c-er. 
8:(8 p.m. Report ()f van
dnli~ni 011 Al'cnue A at 

Seventh St1eet. 
Thursday, 9 /3 
2:24 a.tTI. Officer initi>it~d 

Boch charged 
with tte~'J)assing and pos
.ses~oo of class A drug, 
Pciday, 9/4 
8:13 a.m. R,_,port of bur
glary / brt:.~l-ing :md cnt.:t~ 
ing at Miller's l>ub. EasL 
M~in Sri:ect. lnvestigarced. 

Offic~t initiated 

on a default warnant. 
2;.-+ 3 p. rn. Report c>f bur

glary / breaking and enrer
i ng at Coumrc Brothers 
building on Ekven.t.h St.reet:. 
1 n\'eSttgaccd. 
Satutday, 9/5 
[2:23 a.m. Fo.llow,ng a 
rramc arr~srcd 

Charged with operaci11g a 
motor vehicle while under 
the influence of liquor, sec
ond offonw. posse.-;sion of 
an open contamer of alco
hol in a mocor vclnch·, and 
disorderly C(>nducc. 
3:fO p.t)l. Report of a 
domemc disrurb:mce at a· 

addi·e_-;s. 

UPINNGIL 

Charged witl, aS5aLllr. 

domestic, :rnd vandalism, 
damage or defacement of 
property. 
8:.34 p,m. Repo,L of a 
dornemc disturbance aL a 
Turner Street add re..-.s. Peace 

rcst.Qrccl 
Sunday, 9/6 
4:08 p.rn. Rt'por~ of :a hit 
and run accide.11c at Route 
6.3 Roadhouse. Fcclcral 
Strcrt. 

Monday, 9/7 
1:16 p.111. Report of a 
dome.stic distt1tbanct' at ~ 
Fourth S11:eet address. Peac~ 
m~tored. 
Tuesday, 9 /8 
4:27 p.m. Report of a loud 
noise distutbarn:'.e at a.n East 

address. 

EDL 
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ming annual hazardous waste 
collection day. The collection 
day will be Saturday. 
September 26th, at the Athol 
highway garage, and at 
Greenfield Community 
College. Wendell residents can 
bring in household hazardous 
waste free of charge, but busi
nesses have to pay, and anyone 
wanting to take advantage of 
the collection day must regis
ter witb the FCSWMD by 
September 18th. Registration 
can be handled online at 
·www.franklincow1tywastedis
trict.org, or on the back of the 
info1mation sheets available at 
the town office building and at 
the Wendell recycUng station. 

The Fiske Pond advisory 
committee reported they are 
working on clearing woody 
vegetation from the dam, and 
lowering the pond's level by 
clearing out the spillway 
where beavers have added 
material, as the inspection 
report dictated. Work is not yet 
complete. 

Dan Keller said the former 
library building, where the 
senior center is now located, 
has had a longtime problem 
with water accumulating in the 
basement. The town has put 
new gutters on the building, 
and the highway department 
cleared the building's perin1e
ter drains, but the basement is 
still damp. He suggested buy
i11g a dehumidifier for the 
building, and recommeDded a 
Kenmore, which costs $400 
including a service contract for 
annual maintenance. The other 
board. members approved the 
purchase. 

Aldrich said only two bids 
came in lo replace the two 
fixed high windows in the 
town office entryway with 
windows that open and close. 
Both bids were for more than 
the amount budgeted, $2,000. 
In the summer, the temperature 
in the entiyway room is often 
over I 00 degrees. There is still 
money in the construction 
account that can be used to 
supplement the amount bud
geted. Alternately, venting 
only one upper window might 

be enough to make the enlT)'
way more comfortable, and 
add less heat to the whole 
building in summer. 

Fire chief Everett Ricketts 
wrote a grant proposal, and the 
town's insurance company, 
Massachusetts Inter local 
Insurance Association (MTIA) 
awarded the town money to 
buy a flammable materials 
storage cabinet for matetials in 
the highway garage and fire. 
station. ll1e tm.vn can buy it 
ancf send the bill to MIIA. 

IvfiIA also is announcing its 
arn1Ual 6th grade essay contest 
on the subject, "lfJ were elect
ed leader of my community r 
would make a difl:erence by .. :· 
Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said she would pass 
along the information to the 
Swift River School sixth grade 
teacher and invite her class to 
pa,ticipate. 

Heard said she fielded a 
complaint about the condition 
of town cemeteries. The com
plainant said the cemeteries 
were not mowed and were 
poorly maintained; but when 
she looked at them, Heard said 
her view was that they were as 
well tended as the town com
mon. Some weed heads stand 
up above the level of mowed 
grass, but weeds have teamed 
to bend over when the mower 
comes by. 

When former road boss 
Dan Bacigalupo was head of 
the cemetery commission, he 
could gel road workers to 
maintain the cemeteries, Heard 
explained. But now it costs 
$300 from the cemetery main
tenance budget to mow all 
three of the town's cemeteries, 
so mowing is done only as 
needed. 

Aldrich reported she had 
her final meeting with FEMA 
representatives to go over 
reimbursement for extra 
expenses the town incurred for 
ice storm damage in December 
2008. Heard said the amount 
the town receives should come 
close to the amount the town 
spent, including some of the 
extra hours she had to work to 
complete the FEMA paper
work. 

Keller said he had checked 

September 10. 2009 

the ceiling over the town hall 
stage because of complaints 
from Full Moon Coffeehouse 
perfonners that white granules 
were falling on them durihg 
performances. Keller said 
there is a thin layer of fiber
glass above the ceiling, and a 
thin layer of cellulose. but at 
least there is no asbestos. 
There is no insulation in the 
tm:vn hall walls. 

Heard suggested the town 
should get an estimate from 
Eastern Weatherization of 
Montague, the compaDy that 
insulated the senior center, so 
an article could be placed on a 
town meeting wammt to pay 
for insulating the entire town 
hall. The Full Moon 
Coffeehouse committee might 
help pay for some of the cost. 

Board members approved a 
motion that would al low one 
of the regular members to sign 
for the selectboard, if the chair 
is unavailable. 

Pooser said he has been 
inundated with calls from resi
dents upset about helicopters 
flying low and hovering over 
houses well below the 500 foot 
limit agreed upon by the state, 
an agreement Keller said was 
rcacbed 15 years ago. Pooser 
said he was appalled at the 
intrnsion of the helicopters fly
ing so low that it is easy to see 
the pilot, especially in light of 
the decrease in state aid to edu
cation and local govenunents. 
He thought some kind of range 
finder might be used for legal 
documentation of how low the 
helicopters are flying. 

Heard said she had seen 
state troopers dressed in full 
camouflage driving three 
SUVs 011 her road, and said 
she would call police chief Ed 
Chase to see if he has any 
infotmation about the escala
tion in the state's surveillance 
of citizens, and if he can con
tact the agencies carrying it 
out. 

A statewide primary elec
tion will be held on December 
8th, and a special el.ection on 
January 19th 20 I 0, will be 
held to fill the seat left vacant 
by the death of 

Edward. Senator 
Kennedy. 

Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings Beijing Station 

~

- - ~ 411 Main Road ~ SMALL fURNJTURE • COLLECTIBLES· DECOMTIVES Chinese Restaurant £at In, Corry Out & Catering 

Ne,.v Owner Newly Renovated 
Very Clean 

, Gill, MA 01354 

4i --- 413-863-2297 

_, Farm store open daily, 8 - 7. 
Fresh milk, fatmstead cheeses, eggs, and butter. 

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter. 

Pick-your-0\\11 fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally. 

A Custom oudt 
lntenorl Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Ope11 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLE$ 

54-0 Northfictd Rd., Bemard,1011 
www.coamryoilcom 

1-800.327-9992 
-d.1-648-9912 

~ ARIUI 
'~ HUiing 

sntem 
Cleanin.u 

~ Plumltinl 
'~ Reualrs 

~ UCBISED 
•~ TECI

NICIAIIS 
#M10588 (MA) 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

We Spec/4/lze 111 lmfX)ss/,./e CJt.qlJIJ.nesJ 

23 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street. Greenfield• 4 I 3-774-3500 • greenfield@-copycatprfnrshop.com 
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used to allow transfers to the 
FRTA for non-medical appoint
ments. He plans to attend GCC 
in January and has two chief 
travel concerns: lack of transfers 
and schedule changes that will 
make it difficult for him to get to 
class on time. 

GCC student Chris Geoffrey 
had to change his classes due to 
the new schedule. He had to 
drop a class he needs to gradu
ate, but hopes the course will be 
available at a time he can make 
it there by bus during his final 
semester this spring. Geoffrey 
also noted the change in transfer 
policy has doubled his fares to 
and from college, and says he 
simply can't understand the 
rationale behind some of the 
new routes. He now departs 
Turners Falls and travels to the 
center of Greenfield, then pays a 
second fare to travel a lengthy 
and circuitous route to GCC. 

from VJLLA GE pg 1 
a noisy Piper Cub took off, star-
tling the bird into flying and 
calling its shrill alarm. 

I watched the bird, but my 
boyhood pal Fran Dobosz 
watched the plane. He knew he 
wanted to do that. He knew he 
wanted to fly. As for me, l was 
definitely going to keep my two 
feet on the ground, watching the 
birds. 

Who was in that Piper Cub? 
Maybe it was Freddy Macker, 
Lenny Ooton or Henry Waidlich 
heading down to Plum Island or 
somewhere up the Maine coast. 
Whoever it was, Fran wanted to 
be up there too, \.vith \.vind under 
his wings, pulling away from 
Eaith's gravity. 

He did learn to fly, spent a 
lifetime in the air. but he statied 
out at the Turners ai.rpmt, like 
many had before him, inspired 
by the proximity of the planes 
and the possibility of flight. 
From this local airstrip he went 
on to the Air Force, then three 
years in the Phillipines and 
Vietnam, before piloting com-
mercial 727s. 

As for me, I did keep my feet 
on terra.f1rma. As was true for 
my friend, the small country 

Geoffrey claims the route 
change from Cowi Square to 
GCC now takes anywhere from 
half an hour to forty minutes. 
and the new routes seem to get 
him there either late for class or 
'·two how-s early." 

Shane Han1mond, associate 
dean for enrollment at GCC is 
the acting liaison between the 
school and the FRTA. He said 
the new schedule was imple
mented just two days before 
classes staited, so a number fac
ulty and students were unaware 
of the changes. Hammond con
firmed the routes and schedules 
have impacted students, in par
ticular those with early classes. 
He has been working closely 
with Cote and Toomey to review 
the schedules, and hopes addi
tional routes might be added 
soon. 

Hammond said some of the 
challenges are related to the 
multiple schedules necessary to 
navigate the system. It is not 

airstrip made up of a couple of 
hangars and a humble windsock 
was a field of dreams for many 
a young man, and some not so 
young. 

1 suppose it all started with 
the Wright Brothers at Kitty 
Hawk in 1903. The joy of flight 
that aftects some of us began 
spreading across the country. By 
1927, the White Coal Farm, an 
experin1ental agricultural devel-
opment that lasted maybe ten 
years, allowed private flying on 
its property on the edge of the 
Montague Plains. By I 930, the 
Turners Falls Airpon, lnc. was 
founded by Charles Mosher. 
The corporation purchased the 
White Coal Farm, and other 
prope11ies, extending the airport-
owned land to 116 acres. 

Later, during the Depression 
in 1936. a WP.A. project (read 
Economic Stimulus Package!) 
enabled the town to develop the 
site as a public airport and 
increase the land holding to 185 
acres. 

By 1942, a certain Dr. Joseph 
Levy leased the facility and 
brought in 1 7 plai1es. During his 
association with the airport, over 
1000 pilots were trained here. 
These trainees put in three 
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always easy to tell which routes 
are compatible with others. 
FRTA ofticials intend to review 
connection possibilities. and 
hold a public forum at GCC to 
go over the changes with affect
ed riders. 

Maw-een McNamara, another 
regular bus user. reiterated con
cerns about the number of stops 
eliminated from downtown 
Turners Falls. She has an 
upcoming medical appointment 
at the Community Health Center 
in Montague City, and will either 
have to wait two how-s for a 
return bus or walk back - a deci
sion that will likely depend on 
the weather. She said she is 
grateful that walking is an option 
for her. 

C. Kelley of K Street in 
Ttu11ers Falls said he appreciates 
the willingness ofFRTA to work 
with folks who ai·e handicapped, 
and praised drivers for their pro
fessional behavior and willing
ness to be accommodating. He 

months at the airpo11 and then 
transfe1Ted to a college for fur-
ther training. Among them was 
one Ted Williams, who not only 
trained at the airport. but spent 
time fly-fishing for trout in the 
then-pristine Millers River. 

By 1945, the first airport 
commission was appointed by 
the Montague selectboard. 
Arthw- Davis, Ed Pleasant, 
Henry Waidlich, Frank 
Kuzmeskus and Dr. Levy were 
the first to serve in that capacity. 

Problems arose fairly quick-
ly, with the lack of funding 
being the primary concern. 
Local businessmen founded a 
corporation to give a boost to 
the airpmi. Among them were 
many names familiar to long-
time residents: Peter Mackin, 
Ron Zschau, Sam B lassberg, 
Sam Couture, Freddie Macker, 
Walter Garbiel, Henry Wasileski 
and John Broslick. 

Again, in spite of the support 
provided by the local business 
community. vai"ious commercial 
operators at the airport failed to 
make it a profitable concern. It 
was written in the Turners Falls 
Observer of 1960, that "only 
two members of the board of 
directors had faith in the futw-e 

rides the bus to Greenfield regu
larly and confirms that the buses 
are often close to empty, so he 
can understand why the number 
of stops had to be reduced. 

Kelley also appreciates 
FRTA's use of the more efficient, 
smaller buses, but other riders 
expressed concerns that some 
routes are now over-crowded 
and passengers ai·e standing up 
with no effective hand-holds to 
en route. They hope that once 
route numbers stabilize. the 
overcrowded routes would 
switch back to the larger buses 
for safety reasons, or that addi
tional runs might be added to 
accommodate demand. 

The FRTA continues to serve 
an average of 3,000 riders per 
week over wide rural te1Tain. 
Amendments to the new sched
ules ai·e already beginning. and 
as more infom1ation becomes 
available there wiJl undoubtedly 
be more changes. Toomey cites 
coordination with other transit 

of the airport, Fred Macker and 
San1 Couture. These two pur-
chased the remaining shares of 
the corporation in 1953," and by 
the way, kept the dream alive. 

Finally, by 1960, a paved 
3,700 foot runway was complet-
ed and dedicated. More than 
5000 people were in attendance 
for this gala that included stunt 
flying and parachute jumping. 

Later, in 1970, Pioneer 
Aviation set up business on the 
airfield, providing foe~ repairs 
and maintenance for pilots 
choosing to locate or drop in at 
the airport. This business, 
founded by Charles 
Bohonowicz, provided the link 
between those historic early 
efforts and ow-contemporary 
times by drawing business to the 
field. Without the Bohonowicz 
family, Charlie and son Bruce, 
the airfield might well have dis-
appeared. 

But before the daring men in 
their flying machines ever 
at,ived on the scene, the rolling 
hills on the edge of the Plains 
already had a long history. 

We have to turn back the cal-
endar about 14,000 years or so 
for a few minutes here. Imagine 
you are moving along the 

JI 

systems as a priority for the 
FRTA - particularly in the five 
college region, where ridership 
is increasing. 

Cote believes most people are 
satisfied with the changes. or 
will realize their options ai·e not 
as limited as they might at first 
appear. Both she and Toomey 
acknowledged the separate maps 
for each route has made it more 
difficult to see the interconnec
tions. They encourage customers 
to contact the FRT A for more 
information or assistance in 
organizing their routes. 

Since the implementation of 
the schedule, Cote said, the com
pany has received only 12 letters 
of complaint. 

Riders with concerns about 
the route and schedule and fare 
changes should write to the 
FRTA directly at 474 Main Street. 
Greenfield, MA, 01301, 
via email through the.ir 
website, wv,1w.frta.org, or 
call (413) 774-2262. --' 
Millers Falls Road, but back in 
those days. You would be under 
30 or 40 feet of water. A post~ 
glacial lake called Lake 
Hitchcock lay over the Plains 
from 17,000 to 13.000 B.P. 
(Before Present). 

At the bottom of the lake 
along which we are traveling, 
deposits fanned that make up 
the soils we find today in ow-
own back yards. Move the time 
machine up a few thousand 
yeai·s to when the lake had 
drained completely, when the 
lake sands had dried out, and 
pushed by the winds, fanned 
dunes we can still see today. 

If we had been there then, as 
we moved along the road to 
Millers Falls, we would be 
dodging mammoths ai1d 
mastodons moving out of the 
d1ying delta of the Plains on 
their way to the Connecticut 
River to drink and feed. Not 
really a Jw-assic Park, but more 
like a late Pleistocene Park! 

Eventually. around 10.500 
BP, small bands of paleo-
Indians moved into the region to 
hunt the mastodons, caribou and 
elk that thrived here. They were 
the first tribal people to arrive 

see VJLLAGE pg 12 
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Summer Hours Linger at the Discovery Center 
BY DON CLEGG 
GREAT FALLS - Summer, as 
short as it seemed lhis year, is 
rapidly coming to an end. 
Ilowe.ver, the Great Falls 
Discovery Center will remain 
open on summer hours through 
the end of September. seven 
days a week, from l 0:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. All month the 
Center will offer a variety of 
programs to entertainment and 
educate the public. 

On Friday, September 11th, 
the Great falls Coffeehouse 
Series presents Connecticut 
River song contest finalist 
Charlie Conant. for an evening 
of original music on acoustic 
guitar, banjo and dobro. Doors 

to the Great Hall open at 6:30 
p.m.; the concert starts at 7:00 
p.m., with refreshments and 
baked goods for sale. And, of 
course, coffee. The museum 
and store are open at intermis
sion. A sliding scale donation is 
appreciated to benefit the 
Friends of GFDC. 

This is hawk migration sea
son. On Saturday, September 
12th, at 11 :00 a.m., come learn 
identification techniques and 
find out about the birds migrat
ing down our watershed to 
wanner climates. 

On Thursday, September 
17th. a unique program co
sponsored with the Montague 
Historical Society will take you 

6th Annual Drug-and-Alcohol-Free 
"Recovery Jam" Draws Sober Artists 

to Greenfield on September 19th 
GREENFIELD Franklin 
County's Annual ''Recovery Jam 
Sober Music Festival" will be at 
the White Eagle Polish Picnic 
Grounds (249 Plain Road, 
Greenfield) on Saturday, 
September 19th, from 12 to 6 p.m. 

12 will be admitted free of 
charge. All are welcome to 
attend this drug- and alcohol
free event! 

Tickets are $6 in advance and 
$8 at the door. For more info, 
contact the RECOVER Project 
at 68 Federal Slreet, Greenfield, 
via phone at 413-774-5489, or 
visit WW\V.recoverproject.org. 

This event includes music 
entertainment, barbeque. and 
kid's activities. Children under 

NIGHUGNTS FROM THE llVING PIUCE LOG 
Another Copper Theft 

Friday, 9/4 
7:40 a.m, Fire alarm ar a 
L;llian's War addrcs~. Fire 

deparrmenc on scene. 
false alum" 
10:30 a.m. Fue alarm ar 
•n Old Stai,- Road 
add,css. l:ire d~pacrmem 
on sc,·nc. false akrm. 
I :30 p.m. Rq,orr of 
pa,st larceny of c::oppcr 
IVU:C from H JocatiOJl 

behtnd the Copper Angel 
Resrauranr. on Rouce 2A 
Sawrday, 9 / S 
8:50 a.m. Re-pore of 
vandatism at an Old 
Dorsq Road address. 
Foul'\d to bt on 

Norrhfidd at Puw 
l'vfeadow and Fcrrr 
Roads. Reporc ca.ken .for 
N11rthfidd polic.,. 
9:30 a.01. Reporr of 
Loos.:. Gr~Jt Dane ,m 

Forest Street.. Unable to 

locore. 
T2:25 p.m. R.cp11rr oF 
h:uas~lllg phone calls, 
advised t~potting p:.Hy. 
J:00 p.m. Cirarion 

opcraring an unmsured 
and umcgisttrcd v~hiclc 
and operi1tu1g a motor 
vehicle to endanger. 

J:59 -p.rn. Officer ro a 
Mountain RoJcl addr,·ss 
ro assis{ i.n a recrit·val of 
ptOp.:.t.ty. 
7:50 p.m, Suspicious 
rnotor vchide at Copp~r 
Angel restaurant p:11:king 
lot. lnvest,gatcd. 
10:±6 .rn. Arresred 

straight warrant Jlld 
cired him fur failure rn 
wear a seatbelt. 

Sunday, 9/6 
I :00 p.rn. Rcpon of 
pascloose dogs on Nouh 
Street, 
4:45 p.m. Assi.~rance rn 
Gill police wirh ttaffic 
scop. 
f r: T 5 p.m. Rt-porr of 
c.ar vs. d~r accident on 
Ro~itc 2 along Farley 
Flars. 
Mon.day, 9/7 
[2.:50 p.m. Reporc char 
three male persons thttw 

a white objecr from the 
Frcn.;h King Bridge. 

Lucared ~ubjects but 
ct)uld not locate objcl'.t. 
S., bjea::s denied cbrowing 

aorth111g. 

back in time 90 years to the end 
of World War I. Richard Colton 
will speak on one of Montague's 
citizens. Lt Stephen 
Richardson, who served on the 
Western Front. His soldier's 
trunk filled with documents. 
souvenirs, uniforms and letters 
will be presented. The program 
starts at 7:00 p.m., with the 
Historical Society's annual 
meeting to follow. 

Join educator and :frequent 
Discovery Center presenter 
Rachel Roberts, for an afternoon 
presentation on the life cycle and 
migration pattern of the monarch 
butterfly. The free workshop 
geared toward families with 

VILLAGE from pg 11 
on the scene, to camp and to 
hunt. Later populations fol
lowed over thousands or 
years,and by l 000 - 450 BP tbe 
Late Woodland Tribes were set
tled in large complex villages 
throughout our region. It is esti
mated that the populalion along 
the Connecticut River in 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts and southern 
Vermont was in the vicinity of 
75,000 inhabitants! 

Ten thousand years of tribal 
history and habitation, with 
their accompanying artifacts, 
mean that our region is highly 
sensitive in archaeological and 
cultural terms. Many state and 
federal laws now protect such 
sites and artifacts. Federal law 
specifically states that projects 
receiving federal money must 
be surveyed in order to locate 
and identify any archeological 
resources that might be affected 
by rhe prnposed undenaking. 

The Turners Falls airport is 
now under reconstruction, and 
therefore archeological "clear
ing" of sites is cunently being 
undertaken. Representatives of 
the only foderally-.recognized 
and sovereign tribes in our 
region, the Nan-agansetts, the 
Wampanoag (Mashpee), and 
the Wampanoag of Gayhead 
(Aquinnah) have been on site 
daily for the last two months, 
and intermittently over the past 
five yem·s, working to identify 

young children starts at I :00 
p.m. on Saturday, September 
19th. This program is presented 
with the support or the 
Montague Cultural Council. 

Do you have a powerful grip? 
On Saturday, September 26th, at 
l :00 p.m., come to the 
Discovery Center and see how 
you measure up against the grip
ping strength of an eagle, and 
other birds of prey. All are wel
come for this info1mative and 
interactive program. 

Just around the comer, the 
13th Annual Source-to-Sea 
Cleanup will be held on 
Saturday. October 3rd from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.111. The starting 

and protect sensitive cultural 
areas of the earlier tribal popu
lations. Caim sites have been 
located, most likely spiritual 
locations to which stones were 
can-ied by individuals over 
thousands of years, perhaps as a 
memorial, an offering, or a 
prayer. Another example is the 
ceremonial hill on the Plains 
now under the protection of the 
tribes and the National Register 
of Historical Places, as are 
other sites nearby, such as the 
Riverside Historical District in 
Gill. 

The convergence of aviation 
interests and tribal mandates 
provide challenges for the cur
rent and future development of 
the airport. A third overlay is 
the jurisdiction of the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species 
Program, which designates the 
airport lands as priority habitat 
for several threatened species. 
TI1is agency identified one rare 
bird species that depends on the 
disappearing grasslands envi
ronment like that of the airport, 
and an additional 11 rare 
species that occur on or near 
the property. 

So, also laying claim to 
coexist on airport lands are the 
fading species protected by the 
Massachusetts NHES Program. 

For the record. Natural 
Heritage has identified the fol
lowing species of concern at 
the airport: 

point for this event is the GFDC. 
Areas usually covered in our 
region include Gill, Monlague, 
East Deerfield and Erving. 
Volunteers and groups are 
always needed for cleanup and 
hauling. Contact Northfield 
Mountain at (800) 859-2960, or 
the Connecticut River 
Watershed Council at (413) 772-
2020 x 201, for more info. 

October I Ith to 17th is 
National Wildlife Refuge Week, 
and Project Wolf may be headed 
to the Center on Saturday, 
October 17th. More details will 
be available soon. but pencil it in 
your calendar now: this event is 
sure to pack the Hall. 

l. Wild Lupine habitat, 
which hosts the rare Frosted 
Elfin butted1y 

2. New Jersey Toa habitat 
necessary for the endangered 
New Jersey Tea lnchwonu 

3. Heath/Blueberry habitat 
vital fo1· three moth species of 
special concern 

4. Pitch Pine habitat which 
harbors moth species of special 
concern 

5. Gra5sJands and mown 
areas where the threatened 
Grasshopper Sparrow breeds 

-we are fo1tunate to have 
within our town lines a gem of 
a country airport, much appre
ciated by pilots and passing vis
itors alike. But with it come 
responsibilities to protect the 
11.000 years of tribal history on 
the site, as well as the unique 
habitat afforded creatures in 
danger of disappearing from the 
planet. These multiple perspec
tives on this unique patch of 
laJ1d were not evident to me or 
my boyhood pal of long ago, 

With time, comes knowl
edge. And nowadays, if you 
time it just right, you can still 
see young and old watching the 
planes, and U1e birds too, but 
now they may also be thinking 
of their own Native American 
roots or imagining mastodons 
in the distance, moving slowly 
across the tundra. heading for 
the river. u 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

I 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN U AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00 PM Daily· Closed Sundays 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 
863-9991 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Announces the Hiring of Mike Baldwin, Master Toyota Technician 

since 1982. Bring in your Toyotas, Hondas and Asian Cars 

Locally owned since 1972 

-~ LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

CONVERTED TO DVD, 
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

BIii & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

ou-t in~ 8ch.ooL 
;;:: 

Cogito ergo periculosus sum. 

www.fourwfndsschool.info 863-8055 

Greenfield 
Co--operattv 

Bank 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MElloBERFOIC 
MEMBERSIF 

MontagueWebWor)q,.com 

build I manage I ~ I 413.5"22.4808 
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTr 
LEONIA, NJ - Q: I've heard 
statins referred to as wonder 
drugs that we should put in our 
drinking water. Do they 
deserve this reputation? 

(Stalins are worth two 
columns because so many sen
iors take them. This is the first 
installment. We'll begin with 
background on cholesterol.) 

Cholesterol is a fat-like sub
stance in blood. You need it to 
produce cell membranes, pro
tect nerves, and make hor
mones. 

The body can make all the 
cholesterol it needs. Most cho
lesterol is made by your liver. 
You also get cholesterol from 
foods such as meat, eggs and 
dairy products. Too m.uch cho
lesterol is dangerous, because 

AIRPORT from page 7 

"a bunch of rocks on top of a 
hill," at one town meeting. 

ln his public presentations, 
Sweeney took a moderate role in 
that debate, stressing the com
mission's responsibility to ensure 
the protection of sites detennined 
to be of cultural significance to 
Natjve tribes and waiting for the 
FAA and the National Register of 
Historic Places to rule on the sig
nificance of the airpo11 hill. 

Tiiat decision came down last 
December, when the National 
Register ruled that the 
"Ceremonial Hill'" at the Twners 
Falls airport was eligible for 
inclusion in the Register of 
Historic Places, the fu-st time a 
Native ceremonial site had been 
so designated east of the 
Mississippi River. 

By all accounts, that decision 
led to the shortened runway 
replacement project now under
way, following the two year 
delay caused by the deliberations 
in Washington over the signifi
cance of the airport hill. 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER: 

Statins and Cholesterol 
one number doctors consider 
before prescribing a statin. If 
your only risk for heart attack or 
stroke is high cholesterol, you 
may not need medication. Other 
risk factors are: lifestyle, age, 
family history of heait attack and 
stroke, smoking, weight, blood 
pressure. diabetes, nan·owing of 
aiteries in your neck and extrem
ities, and overall health. 

cholesterol can lead to block
ages in your blood vessels. 

Cholesterol is transported 
through the bloodstream in 
packages called lipoproteins. 
Low-density lipoproteins 
(LDL) deliver cholesterol to 
the body. High-density 
lipoproteins (HDL) remove 
cholesterol from the blood
stream. LDLs are often 
described as "bad" cholesterol; 
HDLs are called "good" cho
lesterol. 

1 f there ate too many LDLs 
in the blood, they will cornbine 
with other material in your 
bloodstream to manufacture 
plaque. a waxy crud that builds 
up on the inner walls of the 
blood vessels that feed your 
brain and heart. When this 
build-up occLu-s, you have a 
condition called "atherosclero
sis," which is commonly 
referred to as ''hardening of the 
arteries." 

If a clot forms in blood ves
sels narrowed by plaque. it can 
block blood flow. which can 

Now, Doug Han-is, preserva
tionist for ceremonial landscapes 
for the Nrurngansett Indiru1 Tribe. 
along with semor cultural 
resource monitor for the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gayhead 
(Aquinnah) Jonathan Perry and 
his sister Elizabeth. have been on 
site daily and plan to be for the 
first five weeks of constmction at 
the airport, "monitoring areas 
where digging is occurring or 
will occur to confum the absence 
of cultw·al resources," according 
to Hanis. 

HatTis said that so far, ""The 
FAA and the airport commission 
and Gale Associates have all been 
very responsive to our concerns 
regarding the protection of sensi
tive sites. We expect the coopera
tion and mutual suppor1 we have 
built will continue." 

An attempt to reach airport 
commission chair Peter Golrick 
prior to publication was unsuc
cessful, but commission member 
Rod Herzig, reached for com
ment, said, "We're going to start 
on Monday with the process of 

cause a heart attack or a stroke. 

The recommended levels of 
cholesterol are as follows: 

Total cholesterol level should 
be less than 200 mg/dL. 
("Mg/dL" stands for milligram 
per deciliter.) "Borderline high" 
is defined as between 200 and 
239 mg/dL. You're risking heart 
disease if your reading is 240 
mg/dL or more. 

LDL cholesterol level should 
be less than 130 mg/dL. 
"Borderline high'' is bet\veen 130 
and 159 mg/clL. There's heart
disease risk if your reading is 160 
mg/dL or more. 

HDL cholesterol levels should 
be at 60 rng/dL or higher to cut 
the risk of heart disease. You're at 
high risk for heart disease if you 
have a reading less than 40 
mg/dL. 

ff your total cholesterol level 
is high because of high LDLs. 
you may be at higher risk of heart 
disease or stroke. lf your total 
level is high only because of a 
high HDLs, you're probably not 

choosing a new· manager." He 
added, "T don't think we'll be 
hasty in choosing a new manager. 
We'll be very choosey." 

Herzig, who was a member of 
the Save the Turners Falls Airport 
Committee prior to his appoint
ment as commissioner, said the 
Turners airp01t is "slowly becom
ing a more user-friendly airport. 
It's moving in the tight direc
tion."' 

As Sweeney takes his leave, 
he thanked f01mer conm1issioner 
Mark Fairbrother, along with 
Golrick, Ca.11"011, Michael 
Sokoloski, Gary Collins, and new 
commission members David 
Brule, Rod Herzig, and Keith 
LaRiviere, for their hard work 
over the last six years. 

"Without all seven, and their 
contributions. the ai.rpo11 would 
be substai1tially less than what it 
is today. That commission is 
extraordinary. They deserve the 
town·s thanks and appreciation. 
They've done a great job with 

limited . resources.'' -■■.., 
Sweeney satd. !lj 

at higher risk. 
Some physicians use the ratio 

of total cholesterol to HDLs. The 
ratio is obtained by dividing the 
HDLs into the total cholesterol. 
The goal is to keep the ratio 
below 5 to 1. 

Stalins, which are also known 
as HMG-CoA reductase 
inhibitors, are drugs that reduce 
cholesterol by blocking the liver 
substance responsible for making 
cholesterol. Stalins may also help 
your body reabsorb cholesterol 
that has accumulated on your 
a.t1ery walls. Statins are relatively 
safe for most people. 

Some of the best-known 
statins include simvastatin 
(Zocor), atorvastatin (Lipitoi-), 
lovastatin (Mevacor), pravastatin 
(Pravachol), rosuvastatin 
(Crestor), and tluvastatin 
(Lesco!). 

Your cholesterol level is just 

Changes to your lifestyle such 
as quitting smoking and exercis
ing may have a greater impact on 
reducing 1isk of heart disease at1d 
stroke than medication alone. 

Statins cai1 have potential side 
effects such as liver damage, pain 
in muscles and joints, constipa
tion, nausea and diatThea. Those 
who take statins have their liver 
function tested pe1iodicalty. 

(ln our next column, we'll dis
cuss additional benefits from tak
ing statins.) 

If you have a question 
please write to 

.fred@healt hygeeze1: com 

Heahh Commissioner Dispels 11N1 Rumor 
GREENFIELD - According to 
a letter sent to all local and 
municipal officials on 
September 2nd by 
Massachusetts commissioner of 
public health John Auerbach, the 
Department of Public Health 
will not call for or authorize 
mandatory vaccination against 
the pandemic flu. 

Auerbach wrote in response 
to run1ors that have been spread
ing quickly through biogs, chat 
rooms and other media. Carolyn 
Ness, Deerfield selectboa.rd 

member, said his timing was 
great. 

"We are trying to deliver the 
information people need in a 
timely manner and to answer 
questions as they arise. It is dis
appointing when rumors such as 
this create fear and distract peo
ple from the real business at 
hand," she said. 

Mandatory vaccination is not 
and has never been pait of the 
plan or discussion in 
Massachusetts' pandemic 
response, Auerbach said. 

~t c1ear Choi 
4.0 !tJr ('6 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 07141 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

"Sandwiches like mom used to make" -Kharma Salon G?.t.ENFIELD 
COOPERATIVE 

Local Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
' • Pierce Brothers Coffee 

_Locolly Roasted in Greenfield 
Organic Fair Trade Espre..sso,Cocoa&:Te.o 

round here 
• Fresh Baked Goods 
• Diemond Farm Eggs 
• Adams Donuts 
•Soup made from scratch 
• We Roost our own Meats 
• Daiiy Specials 
•Wifi 

Reliable Hours & Friendly Service 
111 Avenue A Turners Falls MA 

call in for fest ~ck u~ 413-863-2800 
Man - Fri 6:30 a.-,. - 2 p.-,. 

Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

' -

. ADIATOR = 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Gill ~ 

863-4049 1-800-439-4049 ...,. 
8-5 Mon-Fri (close;:J,1D 

Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating 
& Paving, Inc . 
Bryan Barlow, CEO ~ 

Residential & Commercial ~ 
Plowing & Sanding 
Demolition 
Seal Coating 
Treework P.O. Box 386 Turners Falls 
Construction Services 4 413-772-2155 
Septic Systems Cell Phones: 
Paving 413-775-3376 
Power Sweeping 325-5596 

CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• s,~.~;~;.~!:.; ~)~~-
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 
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Dispatches from Belgi11m, 
September, 1944 

Modave, Belgium. The depot 
would become a massive engi

' neer dump with bridging equip
ment, mainly, stretching for 
almost a mile. Headquarters for 
the battalion was established in 
the Chateau de Modave, a build
ing dating from the 1200s. 

300th Combat Engineer Battalion 
repairing the under piling ef a bridge 

destrqyed f:y enemy fire along !he 
Carentan - Cherbourg Road in 

France- Jutte 30, 1944. 

300th Engineer Randy Hanes 
talked about the mud at Modave. 
"We were bivouacked there in a 
sixty or seventy acre area. It 
rained almost without stopping 

BRAD PETERS & JAN ROSS 
ERVING-In recognition of the 
65th anniversary of the U.S. 
campaign in Europe in WWII, 
the Montague Reporter will fol
low the men of the 300th 
Combat Engineer Battalion as 
they moved through France, 
Belgium and Germany from 
their landing in Normandy in 
June 1944 to VE Day on May 
8th, 1945. Donald Ross, father 
of Jan Ross of Erving served 
with the 300th. 

After passing through Paris, 
the 300th continued on and 
bivouacked in Crecy, France. 
They continued north to La 
Capelle on September 5th, and 
operated the transportation con
trol office there. 

In mid-September, the battal
ion traveled northeast across the 
Belgian border, establishing 
Engineer Depot E6 near 

300th Engineer l{ancjy [-lanes 

for six or seven days. The entire 
area was a quagmire, necessitat
ing snaking the trucks out with a 
D-8 bulldozer. 

"The water ran into our pup 
tents even though we ditched 
around them. We ate in the rain 
tryiJ1g to keep our mess kits from 
flooding. Everything we did was 

in the rain! We always referred 
to it as Mud Hill. My squad 
truck did not have a tarp at that 
time or I would have slept in the 
truck bed out of the raiJ1 and 
slop. 

·'One night l decided to sleep 
under the truck. I put my shelter
half down, crawled under the 
truck and went to sleep. A dumb
ass thing to do! When I awoke in 
the morning, the truck was about 
four inches from my body and 
mired down in all that slop. 
There was no way I could extri
cate myself. 

"I started hollering for help to 
some of my men nearby. I told 
them to get shovels, dig a trench 
to me and pull me out. I pulled 
my blanket and shelter-half with 
me as they pulled me out. 
Needless to say, I was a real 
muddy old engineer and embar
rassed by my stupidity and near 
demise. I came close to being 
buried - before l died!" 

300th Engineer Kenneth 
"Cowboy" Morris talked about 
popcorn in Belgium. "One boy 
got a package from home and it 
had a package of popcorn. We 
were in this lady's house. There 
were two women, an old man 
and a young boy that lived in 
this house in Belgium. We got 
this popcorn out and put it in a 
pan. The women said, 'Tryou're 
hungry Twill fix you some food. 

MCTV Channel 17 Afternoon/Evening Schedule 9/11 - 9/17 
visit www.montaguema.net for complete schedule 

Friday, September I I 
12:00 p.m. An Afternoon of Music 
with Daniel Clai:ke 
2:00 p.m. Be Red Crnss Ready 
3:00 p.m. Coffee House: 7 Mile Line 
4:30 p.m. Two Gentlemen of Verona 
6:30 p.m. flaysrate Healtl1bt'at 
September 2009 
7:00 p.m. GMRSD 9/8/09 
I I :00 p.m. Beneath the I 2 Mile Reef 
Saturday, September 12 
12:00 p.m. TF .Block Party 2009 #5 
12:30 p.m. TF Block Parc:y 2009 #6 
I :30 p.m. The Sccrcr Government 
3:30 p.m. The.Western M,L~s Dm1ocr-.u 
Thomas Merrigan 
-J.:30 p.m. They Are Still There 
5:30 p.rn. White House Chronicle 
#l030-I03I 

6:30 p.m. The HIV Test 
7:30 p.m. Zeitgeist The Movie 
9:30 p.m. Pread-un the Blues 
10:30 p.m. Physician Focus September 
2009 
Sunday, September 13 
l:00 p.m. Michael Nix 
2:30 p.n.1. Mercy Medical Airlift 
3:30 p.m. Masters of the Universe 
4:30 p.111. Mark Beaubian: Biomass 
Plant 
5:30 p.m. Martha Coakley 09 
6:00 p.m. MCTV Video Camp 2007 
6:30 p.m. Living Along The River 
8:30 p.m. Journq, co Wissatinnewag 
9:00 p.m. Inside Tbe Arascs Srudio: 
Ted Graveline 
9:30 p.m. Independent Voices #4_7 
I0:00 p.m. lndependenc Voices #50 

10:30 p.m. Gill Arts & Craft Fair 2008 
Monday, September 14 
12:00 p.m. Farmer's Markee 09 
12:30 p.m. Falls Table Margaret 
Fitzpatrick 
I:00 p.m. Exploring New Worlds in 
New England 
l :30 p.m. TWB Growing a Green 
ComrmU1ity 
2:30 p.m. Baysta.te Hea.lthbeat 
September 2()()9 
3:00 p.m. Montague Machine 
-J.:00 p.m. Over The Falk Maintaining 
The Strength 
-J.:30 p.m. Power Canal Draw Down 
5:00 p.m. Reconciliation Ceremony 
5:30 p.m. Senior Center: Ruth 
Harcovitz 
6:30 p.m. Women Girls & HIV: Role 
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300th Engineers building a cordurqy road ef logs in the mud in Belgium. 

We feed corn to the chickens and then to get the meaning. We 
and hogs.' It was mostly in got ready to leave and he gave 
French but we could understand me a pipe, an old pipe. l gave it 
enough of it. So we put a lid on to my son. Some of it was hand
that pan of popcorn and it start- made. We had a lot of fun and 
ed to pop. We told her to look when we got ready to leave that 
and took off the lid and it little town, those women and 
popped right out. She j wuped some of the kids cried, like fam
back, they had never seen pop- ily was leaving." 
corn. They didn't know what it 
was." 

300th Engineer Chuck Bice 
recalled the people of Belgium. 
''There was a bar just three or 
four blocks from where we were 
staying in Belgium. The town 
was small and of course it was 
cold there then. They had a fire 
in the bar so we would go down 
and stay as long as we could, as 
long as they wanted us to. There 
was an old man about 80. He 
looked even older, and he 
smoked a big old crooked pipe. 
I enjoyed talking to him. You 
know we would hit a word now 

Models 
7:00 p.m. Sdcct Board (Live) 
9:00 p.m. Two Gentlemen ofVerona 
T l :00 p.m. Zero 
Tuesday, September 15 
I :30 p.m. TWl3 Growing a Green 
Communiry 
2:30 p.m. The Last Man on Eard1 
4:00 p.m. Mercy Medical Airlift 
.S:00 p.m. Mark Beaubian: Biomass 
Planr 
6:00 p.i:n. White House Chronicle 
#1030-!031 
7:00 p.m. GMRSD 9/8/09 
W edncsday, September I 6 
Tl:30 p.1n. Baystate Heakhbeac 
September 2009 
I :00 p.m. Both Sides of the Bridge 
2:00 p.m. Carlos W. Anderson '"Get a 
Clue" 
3:00 p.m. Chain.saw Massacre 
-J.:00 p.m. Chemcrails d1e Movie 

300th Engineer Chuck Bice 

6:30 p.m. fndependenr Voices #50 
7:00 p.m. lnside The Anises Srudio: 
Ted Graveline 
7:30 p.m. Coffee House: Karie Clar.kc 
09 
8:30 p.i:n. Two Gentlemen of Verona 
10:30 p.m. Wlure House Chroiucle 
#1030-I03J 
Thursday, September 17 
I :30 p-01. TF Block Party 2009 #3 
2:30 p.m. Tl: Block parry 2009 #4 
3:30 p.i:n. Baystate Healthbeat 
September 2009 
4:00 p.m. Physician Focus September 
2009 
.S:00 p.rn. Power C_a,nal Draw Down 
5:30 p.m. Discovery Center: Northern 
Bats 
6:30 p.m. Independe.nr Voices #47 
7:00 p.m. Select Board 9/14/09 
9:00 p.m. Coffee House: 7 Mile Li11e 
J0:30 p.m. Downtown on Ice 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA O 1360 

Office: 413-498.,0207 
Ofc. Fax:413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-9166 
ABR. CRS. e-PRO. GRI, SRES,CBll Home Fax: 413-863 0218 

Main Road Gill Center 
413-863-9006 

The Gill Tavern 

Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m. 

Specials Daily 
Seafood - Vegetarian - .Local Beef 

Individual Grilled Pizzas 
and More! 

Fi.ill Bar with People's Pint Beer on Tap 
Bottled Beer11, Complete Wine List, 

Daily Drink Specials 

DON SKOLE 
PRESIDENT 

D 

2 Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 77 4-6938 (508) 544-5431 

1\J:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 

• gloves 
• boots 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David 

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413-773-1105 

I 

~ 
HOUSE PAINTING 

~1:ct;;.~:. 978-544-6534 We~tll 

• -~-~-~- ......... -,-...:"\-~-~ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range. 
Rock out with Betsy, Mark & Bruce 
to 60's & ?O's Oldie Cover Tunes. 
8 to 10 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Hallmark Students Welcome 
Party! Ghost Quattet, J.P. Harris 
and the Tough Choices. Free. 7 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th Naia Kete pe,jom,.rfrom her 
debut solo album Sweet Aifllsic: 

Choices, Elsa 
Cross and Her 
Band, and The 
Blind Tiger 
Stringband, ris
ing stars In the 
Old-School 
Country music 
scene! The 
Stone Church, 
Main St, 
Brattleboro VT, 
$10. Doors 
open at 7:30, 
music starts at 
8:30 p.m. Free 
beans and wee
nies, best
dressed cowboy 
& cowgirl con
test, cash bar, 
and much more! 

Green River String Band performs 
at the Great Falls Discovery A pmo11al/poli1ical soul-hip, 
Center, Turners Falls as gro1111ded and t1rtimk1te as it 
Coffeehouse. Charlie Conant (gui- is emotiv~. ever powered f!J the 
tar, dobro) and Doug Reid (guitar, guitar a11d vot~·e of thfr b/os-
banjo & accordion) joined by somi11gyo,mg visio11ary. Mocha 
Roland and Kate Lapierre (guitar, lvlc!Jal-. Shelburne Fa/L,-011 

fiddle & acoustic bass) play upbeat Fiidqy. 9/ 11 ar 8 p.m. 

original acoustic music, covering folk, 
country, traditional and alternative music 
styles. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Coffee & 
homemade baked goods will be avail
able. The museum and museum store 
will be open during intermission, 
Suggested donation $6 to $12, free for 
children. Proceeds to benefit the 
Discovery Center. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Heather Maloney, 9 
to 11 p.m. 

Naia Kete performs at Mocha Maya's 
Coffee House & Espresso Bar, Shelburne 
Falls, 8 p.m. Admission free, tips are 
encouraged for performers. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Sweetback Sisters, 9:30 p.m. $5 cover. 

At the Bookmill, Montague Center: Long 
Time Coutting. Take four individually 
accomplished traditional musicians and 
singers with fresh attitudes. Combine 
them, and you have the rich, soaring 
four-part vocal arrangements, and fiery 
Irish jigs and reels, that are Long Time 
Courting. 8 p.m. $12 advance/$15 door, 
www.longtimecoutting.com. 

First Annual Honky Tonk Roundup! 
Featuring: J.P. Harris and The Tough 

Bring yer dancin' boots, kids! 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11th to 13th 
Who Killed Doc Robin? By Dorothy 
Johnson and Andy Lichtenberg. Written 
just for the 1794 Meetinghouse, using a 
large cast of local people of varying tal
ents and great enthusiasm, the usual 
suspects will perform in this comedy and 
the audience will get to decide who dun
nit. At the 1794 Meetinghouse, New 
Salem, 7:30 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. mat
inee. Adults/Seniors $10. Children 12 
and under free. www.1794meeting
house.org. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th 
Of Roots an' Rocks: A Natural History of 
Barton Cove, walk with naturalist Dawn 
Marvin-Ward and geologist Steve 
Winters 10 a.m. to 12 noon at Barton 
Cove Picnic Area. Bring water and hearty 
trail snacks. Meet in the paved parking 
lot, near the kiosk, at 10 a.m. Pre-regis
tration required by calling Northfield 
Mountain: (800) 859-2960. Fee: Optional 
donation to Friends of GFDC. 

Parting of the Seas: The Canal Draw 
Down at Turners Falls. Participants ages 
7 and older will go down into the bottom 
of a working river, 1 to 4 p.m. The annual 
dewatering of the Turners Falls Canal 
allows for maintenance on the Cabot 
Power Station and the two miles of canal 
walls. Pre-registration required. Call 
Northfield Mountain (800) 859-2960. 

Raw Milk Dairy Day: Nine Massachusetts 
dairies that sell raw milk will be open for 
tours. Local farms include Upinngil Farm, 
411 Main Road, Gill, 10 to 5 p.m, Chase 
Hill Farm, Warwick, 10 to 4 p.m. (978) 
544-6327, Davenport Maple Farm, 
Shelburne, tours at 12:30 and 3:30, (413} 
458-5888, Sidehill Farm, Ashfield, 2:30 
p.m. tour, (413) 625-0011. Info: 
www.nofamass.org. 

The Gallery at Hallmark Grand Opening 
Reception from 1 to 5 p.m. at 85 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls. Images from faculty 
members More info at www..gallery.hall
mark.edu. 

Water Dance at Unity Park: Join this 
magical public hoop-dancing event 
designed to show appreciation for the 
Connecticut River and the local citizens 

413 303 ~~ 93 
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and groups who protect it. 
Volunteers dance with lighted 
hoops at the River's edge as 
sunset fades to night. 
Drummers, musicians invited 
too. 7:05 to 8:30 p.m. at 

2 
Firstlight Power's Unity Park. 

o Hoopers, and people who 
!:i ~ would like to learn, should wear 
~ black clothing and gather at 
z sunset to be taught the chore• 
~ ography for a simple dance. 

8 Limited number of lighted 
"' hoops will be available to use 
~ or bring your own hoop. Info:: 

phy/Jis/abanowski 
@comcast.net or (413) 219-0352. 

Burrito Rojo, 50 3rd. Street, Turners 
Falls: Grand Opening! Live music with 
the Stone Coyotes! Beer & wine, WiFi 
and a great menu. Open 2 to 11 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, acoustic folk rock, 8 to 10 p.m. 

At the Bookmill, Montague Center: Sista 
Otis. 8 p.m. $8 advance, $10 door. 
www.sistaotis.com. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls; Sweet 
Dynamite wl DJ Studebaker Hawk & Co. 
(house/funk/disco) 9:30 p.m. no cover. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th 
At The Barnes Gallery in the Leverett 
Crafts and Arts, Leverett: Closing recep
tion for Great Shots, a portfolio of profes
sional photographers. Work from faculty 
members at the Hallmark Institute of 
Photography and local photographers 
from Amherst, 
Shutesbury, 
Leverett & 
Turners Falls. 4 to 
6 p.m. 548-9070 
or www.lev
erettcrafts.org. 

At the 
Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 
TNT KARAOKE, 
8 p.m. free. 

Route 63 
Roadhouse, 
Millers Falls: 
Second Sunday 
Comedy, 7 p.m. 
Free. 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: Steve 
Crow, Peter Kim & 
Joe Fitzpatrick, 
Acoustic Trio / 
Warped 
Americana, 7:30 
to 10 p.m. 

level welcome. Get a chance to win our 
monthly crafty gift with every $5 you 
spend at Craft night. 

The Great Falls Farmers Market, corner 
of 2nd Street and Avenue A, Turners 
Falls. 2 to 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Wai/in' Dave 
Robinson, Tommy Filault and Company, 
Blues Based Roots music, 8 to 10 p,m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie, 
singing all your Johnny Cash favorites 
and many more, 9 to 11 p.rn. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th 
The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic roots, bluegrass and gospel 
music from a Maine family band. Phil 
Laclaire provides vocals, guitar and 
banjo. Ellen lends support with the 
upright bass, vocal harmonies and an 
occasional riff on the mandolin. Jeanine 
Loubier plays guitar, banjo, mandolin and 
bass. 7 p.m. $8 Info or tickets: (413) 863-
2281 or www.theshea.org. 

Attists in Action: Thirteen artists will be 
doing 'demos" on the lawn of Gallery 38, 
38 Avenue A, Turners Falls. Come and 
watch them paint or put their skills to 
work from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Art will be 
available for sale. Rain or shine, 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Kristen Ford Band, 
lndie Rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

At the Bookmill, Montague Cente: Kelly 
Ravin. Folk
based rock and 
roll, with strong 
roots in 
Americana. 8 
p.m. $10 
advance/ $12 
door 

SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
20th 
Deja Brew, 
Wendell: Ray 
Hachey, playing 
the top 40 
Country hits from 
the '40s to pres
ent, 8 to 10 p.m. 

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
26th 

At the Bookmill, 
Montague Center: 
Matching Orange, 
an exciting new 
band from the 
Boston area, dis• 
tinguished by their 

David Va11ldersti11e ~( Ne/11 Salem is gangster 
Lem!J Garba11;;:.o in the Dorotl?)• Joh11.ron

A11d1-eiv Uthte11bcrg com1111mity m11sia1! 111ho
d111111it IIVho Killed Doc Robin? at 1794 

Meelingho11sc, 7:J0 p.111. Fridqy &· Saturdqy 
evenings September 11th ri,"" 12th and 2 p.111. 

Arcadia Players 
Founding Trio 
20th Anniversary 
Concert, 7 :30 
p.m. at the White 
Church, 
Deerfield. 
Arcadia's 
Founding Trio, 
Violinist Dana 
Maiben, cellist 
and gambist Alice 
Robbins, and 
harpsichordist & 

Sunday, Septe111be1· 13th. 

high energy playing and brightly colored 
music folders. Using the trio of Eric 
McDonald (mandolin), Eric Eid-Reiner 
(piano), and Brendan Carey Block (fid
dle), they create a swirling level of inten• 
sity, sometimes gritty, sometimes pure, 
and always engaging. 8 p.m. $10 
advance I $12 door. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Slope 
Poetry Returns, 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Quiz 
Night with Qulzmasta Chad, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting & Crafts 
Night. 7 to 10 p.m. Any craft and any skill 

organist Margaret Irwin-Brandon, will 
play favorites from their Baroque reperto
ry. Reception to follow concert. lhfo: 
www.arcadiaplayers.org. 

UNTIL OCTOBER 27th 
Greenfield Community College, down
town center, exhibition of works by 
Claudine Mussuto. Maps painted on kraft 
paper, entitled 'kraft triptych: eugene, far 
east, truro, & provincetown.' 

ONGOING 
Social Ballroom Lessons at the 
Montague Elks, Turners Falls. $8 per per• 
son, 7:30 to 9 p.m. every Wednesday 
night Call for September's focus. ( 413) 
885-8888. October is Rumba! 

HOT SPOT TUN CIIHR 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

fi·ee (except some trip.1). open to /r)f(1/ 

teen.r. Some require permir.1ion slip.r. 
!11/0: Jared at 863-9559. 

Hot Spot Teen Center is in 
The Brick House 

24 Third Street, Turners Fs.lls, 01376 

$ GREENFIELD 

~~~~~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes lor 

Friday, Sept. 11th to Thursday., Sept. 17th 

l.JULIE&JULLA PGl3 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
FRJ, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. JNGLOURIOUS BASTERDS 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 R in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT. SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. HARRY POTTER AND THE 
HALF BLOOD PRINCE PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3;00 
4. DISTRICT 9 R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
FRJ, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. HALLOWEEN 2 R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
FRI,SAT,SUN 12:15 3:15 
7. WHJTEOUT R in DTS sound 
DAI.LY 7:00 9:40 
FRJ, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 9/11 9 to 11 p.rn. 
r,&afha~ Malor-...y 

Saturday, 9/12, 9 lo l1 p.m. 

°Richafd C:h~a Cifo"p Folk Rock 
Sunday, 9/13 7:30 to 10 p.m. 

5fava Vow, 'Pafaf Kim S, ~oe. 

F~paMck Warped Americana 
Thursday, 9/l 7 8 to 10 p.m. 
Wailin' 'Dave 'Robin,on, Tommy 

Fil""lf S, C:o. Blues Based Roots Music 

9 78-544-BREW 
57 A Locke,s Village Road 
\'ext lo the Wemldl Country Store 

FRI: 9/1119:30 PM I $5 
SWEETBACK SISTERS!!! (Green River FHI 
f ave.s - swee.tback.sisters,com I 

SIT: 9/1219:30 PM I FREE 
Sweet Dynamite w/ DJ Studebaker 
Hawk 8. Co. lH0<1setrunk/discol 

SUN: 9/1318 PM I FREE 
TNT Karaoke w/ 0pa 0pa specials 8. 
swag 

MON 9/14I JPMIFREE 
Slope Poetry Returns lsee sile for deelsl 

71 flm S111ET 
1UIIIIIIS ,MU. ... .......,,.... 
llli41J-16•ZN6 

Now 
EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

Serving 
f Storm Damage Restoration Matthew Edwards 

!: Cabling & Bracing 
Certified Arborist 
ff Owner 

Lunch! ff Shade Tree Maintenance I! Climber 
I! Tree Removal r► Insured 863-0033 t Stump Grinding 

LOGOS & BRANDING t' 
GRAPHIC DESIGN t' 

ILLUSTRATION t'i 
WEB SITES~ 

COPY WRITING t' 
BUSINESS STRATEGY t' 

INTERNET MARKETING t' 
MISSION & VISION t' www.+,2 .... om.com 4 Main Road, Gill 

Wendell • 978-544-7452 
www.mattedwardstree.com 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

Enjoy the Fruits of the Harvest 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CTTY - The 
second week of August brought 
us true summer weather: sun 
and heat with little rain. This 
pattern has continued and the 
garden crops are burgeoning. 

If there is one plant which 
prefers consistent, regular 
watering, it's the tomato. This 
season's early monsoon, fol
lowed by a dry patch, followed 
by more water, produced fruit 
inclined to scab and cracking. 
The flavor has improved with 
the sun and heat, but the fruit is 
not as pretty as in some years. 
The gardener might not care, 
but since the crop seems to be 
coming in all at once and I am 
not inclined to can, l am giving 
away much fruit with attached 
apologies for its complexion. 

BY DEB HABIB 
ORANGE - Mark your calen
dars for Saturday and Sunday, 
October 3rd and 4th, 10:00 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. both days, for the 11th 
Annual Garlic and 
Arts festival, the 
'Festival that 
Stinks!' At the Notih 
Quabbin Garlic and 
Arts Festival, held at 
Fosters Farm, 60 
Chestnut Hill Road 
in Orange, you can 
support and enjoy the 
bounty of over 100 
local artists, farmers 
and organizations. 

You can leam to 
grow garlic, press 
cider, mill lumber, 
make paper, coi I 
clay, grind grain, do 
tai chi, and go solar, 
or nourish yourself 
with chef demos, fantastic food, 
and bread rrom a wood-tired 
oven. You can transform trash 
into compost - last year, only 
three bags of garbage were gen
erated for 12,000 people! And 
you can celebrate with rriends 
old and new, enjoy rocking 
music and entertainment on two 

If you can overlook or 
remove scars and the occasion
al investigative bird peck, 
these tomatoes taste as won
derful as those of any other 
season. The Pineapple, yellow 
and red with mild flavor, is 
beautiful sliced and garnished 
only with light oil and vinegar 
dressing and a bit of fresh 
basil. The Red Zebra is a love
ly striped, mid-size fruit with 
mild tomato flavor. 

The more acidic tomatoes, 
Delicious and Brandywine, are 
very tasty and big enough to 
decorate a sandwich. Best of 
all are the Sungold cherries, at 
once sweet and tart, a delight 
to eat right off the vine. I lost 
quite a few to cracking and 
subsequent mold, but the two 
plants I put in have produced 
huge crops. It's no trouble to 
pick a bowlful to bring in for 
salad once a day. 

The teepee of Kentucky 
Wonder green beans is thriving 
despite some leaf loss to the 
Japanese beetles. Picked early, 
these are thin, long and crisp, 
ideal for a quick steaming 

solar powered stages, along 
with workshops and garlic 
games galore. 

The music stage line-up 
includes: Ray Hendricks, 

Planet Zydeco, Unit 7, Leah 
Randazzo Quaiiet, the Naia 
Kete Band, Mawwal, Tony 
Vacca and Friends, and Viva 
Quetzal. The family stage fea
tures the Inside Out Dance Co., 
Peter Siegel and Jay Mankita, 
Airborne Joel, Tim Yan 
Egmond, puppet shows, musi-

before serving with garlic but
ter, or as a cold salad green 
with a light dressing. These 
vegetables will also freeze well 
for a winter treat, requiring 
only a light steam or a brief dip 
in boiling water, followed by a 
quick chill m ice water. 
Drained and packed in zip lock 
bags, they will retain their 
color and flavor for quite a 
while. 

The lemon cucumber vines 
are growing robustly and start
ing to put out the round, yellow 
fruit characteristic of their 
name. These are lovely thinly 
sliced in a salad or sandwich, 
or made into pickles for enjoy
ment later. 

My winter squash has not 
tolerated the on-again, off
again summer season and is 
now succumbing to powdery 
mildew. There is still some 
fruit coming on, both Delicata 
and Acorn, but it's doubtful the 
foliage will survive long 
enough to support the full 
development of the fruit. The 
sweet peppers also have not 
enjoyed this summer season. 1 

cal m1mmg, and dance per
formances galore. 

Visit www.garlicandarts.org 
for directions, pet policy, and 
past years' highlights. Ride the 

Magic Bus - the 
free biodiesel 
shuttle - from 
nearby parking 
lots. Wheelchair 
accessible parking 
and restroom 
facility provided. 
Multiply the fun 
and enjoy CISA's 
Eat the View and 
the Conway 
Festival of the 
Hills on this same 
glorious October 
weekend. 

The North 
Quabbin Garlic 
and Arts Festival 
is organized by a 

volunteer committee of neigh
bors and Seeds of Solidarity 
Education Center, a non-profit 
organization. Supporters 
include the Forster/Stewart 
Fan1ily, N01ih Quabbin Woods, 
the North Quabbin Chamber of 
Commerce, and 200 communi
ty volunteers! 

will harvest a few mature, large 
fruits, but most plants have 
started to blossom so late there 
won't be time for them to 
progress to the fruit stage 
before the days become too 
short and the night tempera
tures too cool. 

As the season winds down, 
it's a pleasure to eat freshly 
harvested fruits and vegeta
bles. It's also equally pleasing 
to take a little time to preserve 
some of the produce to please 
the winter palate. Enjoy a little 
of both with the recipes below. 

~ant\U ~-'~ 9ur
~ g>~ 

(This adaptation of an old 
recipe still makes some of 

the nicest pickles) 

4 large ripe cucumbers, 
sliced into large chunks or 
thin rounds; remove the peel 
if very tough. 
Sprinkle with salt, let stand 3 

hours and drain. 
Mix in a saucepan: 

1-½ cups cider vinegar 
1-½ cups white or brown 

sugar 

1- ½ teaspoons mustard 
seed 

1-½ teaspoons celery seed 
½ teaspoon turmeric 

Add the cucumbers and sim
mer until they are easily 
pierced with a fork but are still 
firm. 
Pack in jars, cover with syrup, 

and store until ready to eat. 
Best served chilled. 
Makes two pints. 

Vary the seasonings as you 
please but do not omit the 
turmeric which will preserve 
the color of the fresh cucum
ber. 

~ «Ji, @-iun. ffie(l,fl, ialaa 
Steam freshly picked beans, 

stem ends removed, for 5-7 
minutes. 
Remove from the heat while 

still crispy. 
Place in a bowl and dress 

with. the vinegar and oil dress
ing of your choice. 
Add chopped garlic and chill 

for several hours. 
Enjoy served cold. 

Happy gardening and happy 
eating. 

kT JAM AT ScULfTURE r A~~ 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Kirk 
Richardson (up a tree) and Joe 
Landry hung a pair of giant cement 
sneakers in an oak at the 3rd Street 
Youth Sculpture Park on 
Wednesday, in preparation for Art 
Jam 2009. 

Nine local youth bands will play 
at the all-ages, free event at the 
Sculpture Park, Saturday, 
September 19th, from IO a.m. to 5 
p.m. (rain or shine). Visual mt will 
also be created throughout the day. 
with mt materials and professional 
artists on site to guide the process. 

D1e 3rd Street Youth Sculpture 
Park was founded by a group of . . 
local sculptors and artists in 2007) 0_e Landry (f and J?rk Ivchard~·on 
with grant support from znsta/1 a pazr ~f giant sneakers zn 
RiverCulture the Massachusetts an oak tree at the Youth Sculp/Jtre 
Arts Council and the Montague Park on 1¥-'ednesdc!J 
Police Department. Located at the comer of Canal and 3rd Street, the 
park is a community-based public art space dedicated to exhibition of 
rut work created by local youth. 

Laura and Kate Averill, of Montague, Dalila and Lily Bennett, of 
Leverett, Alicia Boynton, of Greenfield, and Helen Perham, of 
Greenfield collaborated over three weekends to sculpt the sneakers, 
Landry said. The installation joins a number of other works by local 
youth, including a set of doors being uplifted by Styrofoan1 balloons 
painted by Sheffield third graders, and a giru1t rock face of sculpted 
eyes and Ups, along with a flock of prehistoric bicycle raptors. 

Landry said more sneakers will be tossed into trees at the sculpture 
park during the Art Jan1, although smaller shoe sizes will be used to 
add to the concrete pair raised this week. For more info, call 863-2915. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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CLASSES,..., WORKSH 10PS .u PEIi.CE 

LISA E~:ZER~ M.EDq RTY 
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•'11)-367-26,~ 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson ,i,13.863.4462 

~tfo ([);.;., 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specialsc,aul5, Rolllel20,Appttizml10 

Thursday Night Jazz 6:,o ,. 9:,o 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 




