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G-M Schools Reduce Budget
To $16,820,004, Tue Amount SET BY THE STATE

BY DAVID DETMOLD
The Gill-Montague
school committee met on
the eve of a Boston bud-
get powwow between
state and local officials

choice numbers, rather
than the “drastic short-
fall” school officials had
been preparing for.

The

Gill-Montague

schools have been forfeit-
ing in excess of one mil-
lion dollars in state funds
to school choice out and

see BUDGET pg 12

BY PAM HANOLD

MONTAGUE - The con-
tract for construction of
the new police station at
178 Tumnpike Road was
signed last week and
delivered on Friday,
August 29th, to RA.C.

last week, and took steps
towards easing the fiscal
crisis  besetting  the
regional school district
and its member towns.
On Tuesday, August
26th, the committee voted
to reduce the Gill-
Montague Regional
School District’s operat-
ing budget by nearly
$200.000, to the level
already set for the
GMRSD at the beginning
of July by the state
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
n a so-called “1/12th bud-
get’: $16,820,004.
Interim superintendent
Ken Rocke said the
GMRSD was able to
reduce the school budget
to the level set by the
Commissioner of the
DESE because a prelimi-
nary examination of
school choice numbers
showed the schools were
likely to face only “a
modest net loss™ in school

Woodsmen, Spare that Tree!

BRIDGET SWEET
MONTAGUE - The town of
Montague held an hour-long
tree hearing on Wednesday.
August 13th, to discuss the fate
of nine posted trees, some of
which are situated along the
route of sidewalks being recon-
structed this year. Seven com-
cerned citizens of Montague
attended to voice their opinions
about the posted trees to the
superintendent of public works,
Tom Bergeron and to the town
tree warden, Mark Stevens.
Bergeron informed the hear-
ing that the town’s sidewalk
repair project had led to
Stevens’ study of trees along the
route. The engineering compa-
ny working with the town on the
sidewalk reconstruction project,
Weston and Sampson, hired an
arborist to assess potentially
damaged trees. Bergeron con-

WENDELL CLIMBERS
RESCUED FROM GLACIER

Experienced ::lnnb;:ta Matt Edwards, 32, atid Robin Gibson, 27, were
rescued fromon top of a glacier in the Cascades last:week. DETMOLD PHOTO

BY DAVID DETMOLD

CONCRETE, WA - When he isn’t
climbing trees in the course of his
work as an arborist, Matt Edwards
can often be found climbing moun-
tain instead. His partner, Robin
Gibson. a horticulturist who runs
Crescent Moon Gardens, a commer-

cluded by assuring the public,
“We decide if a tree they recom-
mend comes down or not. We
have the final say.”

Stevens added, “As soon as I
post a tree, the town’s responsi-
ble.” for it, unless an act of God
takes the tree down first. Also,
he said, “If (a tree is) on private
property and if it is a hazard to
public safety, I will take it
down.” He referred to a recent
microburst in Whately, where
property damage was caused by
diseased trees blown down in
the high winds.

Stevens said he had walked
the streets where sidewalk
repair is slated, and posted the
trees that needed attending to.
Some of the trees posted for
removal drew no comment from
the public. However, Roberta
Potter of 11 Stevens Street was
adamant that her 60-year-old

cial and residential landscaping busi-
ness, is an equally enthusiastic out-
doorswoman. So when they had a
chance to get away for a summer
vacation this year., they planned to
hike in the Cascades in Washington
state. But weather and circumstance

see CLIMBERS pg 10

maple tree not
be removed.
She also wrote
an objection to

the select-
board.
Polle:x
received good
news at the
hearing. Her
tree will be

spared. Instead
of being cut
down, the
maple tree will
receive a root
guard, and the
paving work on
the nearby
sidewalk will

+-ROBERTA PO

Police Station Con_tract Signed

On Wednesday, Augnst 27th, Montague police chief

L

Raymond Zukowski signed the contract for consiructing the
new police station with R.A.C. Builders of Agawam.

Builders of Agawam, the
lowest compliant bidders.
The contract is for
$3.968,730, which is
$95.918 less than last
August’s police station
building comumittee esti-
mate of $4,064.648.

Tom Raschilla, project
manager from R.A.C.
Builders, attended last
Wednesday’s  building
committee meeting to go
over the proposed site lay-
out. To ensure smooth co-
ordination and a full con-

tinuation of Turners Falls
fire department operations
during the adjoining con-
struction, Raschilla pored
over the plans with the
committee to make sure all
concerns of the fire.
police, and water depart-
ments were addressed. He
laid out work projections
for the next four months,
stressing the importance of
getting the weather sensi-
tive work accomplished
before winter.

see POLICE pg 4

L AL
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This maple tree in front of 11 Stevens was ordered “not fo be removed.”

be done in asphalt to allow for
future growth., with Bergeron
seeing to it personally.

Also. Michael Marcotrigiano
of 22 Union Street in Montague

Center objected to the removal
of a tree in front of his property,
and two others on opposite ends
of the street saying, “I don’t
want to be living in Holyoke.”

By this, he apparently referred
to sections of that city where
numerous trees along the tree
belt have been cut down without

see TREE pg 11
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PET OF THE WEEK
Unbearably Cute

Kittens!

We have plenty of kittens in
need of good homes at the Shelter.
For more information on adopting
kittens please contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at
413-548-9898 or via email lev-
erett@dpvhs.org.

NaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying ard selling used books

22 BRIDEBE STREET, 2ND FLOOR
SHELEURNE FaLlLs;, MA

413-625-9850
ndole@icrocker.com closed Mondays

on Avenue A for over 10 years

dﬂy Ks§

qu\.l ors
If we don't carry your favorite brand,

we'll order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm = Sun Noon-7pm

59 Avenue A » Turners Falls
863-9900

UPINNGIL

WATERMELONS &
CANTELOPES.
MILK & FARMSTEAD
CHEESE
Farm Store & Stand
Open 7 Days a Week
§am-7 pm
411 Main Road, Gill
863-2297

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS

Play Group Resumes

Play group for pre-schoolers
and their parents resumes on
Wednesday mormings, from 10 -
11 aum., starting September 9th.

Amy Simmons will be leading
gentle stories, movement and
simple activities for children ages
six months to five years.

Citizen Survey on Wendell
Library Services

The trustees of the Wendell
Free Library and the library
director are in the process of writ-
ing a strategic plan for activities
and services offered by the
library. This plan will set the
library focus and goals for the
next five years and will be useful
in applying for grants to fund
programs.

We are asking Wendell citi-
zens to assist us in this effort by
filling out a simple two page sur-

vey conceming the kinds of ser-
vices that would be most useful
to them. Even if your family does
not currently use the library your
survey responses will be helpful.
A copy of the swvey will be
mailed to every Wendell house-
hold, inside the town newsletter,
by the end of the week. The sur-
vey will also be available at the
Wendell  library  website.
www.wendellfreelibrary.org.

One survey can be filled out
for an entire household, or feel
free to print a copy for each
member of your family. We are
interested in receiving responses
from citizens of all ages.

The survey deadline is
September 15th. It can be mailed
to the library or dropped off at the
library or Wendell post office.
The trustees and director thank
you for your assistance.

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Pre-School Story Hour

BY LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - Pre-school
story hour with Ruth O"Mara will
be held at the Carnegie Library in
Turners Falls on Wednesday
mornings at 10:15 a.m. Story
hour includes reading a few
books, a snack and a related art
project. Upcoming themes are as

=

TURNERS FALLS- Keemen and Oshen Ramirez of Heath and

follows: September 10th - Snake
stories, September 17th - Teddy
Bear Tales (bring your favorite
teddy friend to story hour!), and
September 24th - Trees. This free
program is for families and care-
givers as well.

For more info, call the library
at 863-3214.
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the Opera House?

Colles at the

Susanna and Royal Colle, of Ithaca, NY, were back in town for the
second time this summer, seeking information on family history.
They are descendents of the woman who built the Colle Opera house
on Avenue A, Mary Colle, Royal’s great grandmother. His grandfa-
ther, Fred Colle, took over management of the Opera House in 1881.
Fred was a druggist. and he operated a drugstore on the ground floor
of the building. By 1920, Fred had sold out to Denis Shea, who built
the Shea Theater next door a few years later.

People who may have information regarding the history of the
Colle Opera house, or the Colle family, may contact Susanna and
Royal care of this newspaper. Royal is interested in solving one par-
ticular mystery: what became of the five chandeliers that once graced

.

By the way, as older residents seem to know, but younger residents
of town seem to have forgotten, the family name is pronounce as if it
were spelled Coalie, not as if it rhymed with a popular breed of dog.

Alexander and Gray Davidson Carroll of Montagne Center recently
enjoyed an "I Spy"" book at the Carnegie Library.

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

Training Active Bystanders

Quabbin Mediation i1s seeking
twelve community members to take
an 18-hour training to become TAB
frainers, along with 24 high school
students. In teams of one adult and
one student, they will then teach the
six lesson TAB curnculum fo all 8th
grade students at Athol-Royalston
Middle School and Mahar Regional
High. Susan Wallace, Quabbin
Mediation’s training director, said, “We
are looking for parents, grandparents,
retired people, recent graduates, and

CORRECTION

In the last issue, we incor-
rectly credited the photographer
of the “Lawn Chair Precision
Drill Team” photograph accom-
panying the Block Party article.
The correct photographer was
Steve Winters. We apologize for
the error.

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES -- Sept 8th - Sept. 12th

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street,
Turners Falls, is open Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m..
to 2:00 p.m. for activities and
congregate meals. Council-on-
Aging Director is Bunny
Caldwell. For information or to
make reservations, call 863-
9357. Meal reservations need
to be made a day in advance
by 11 am. Messages can be
left on our machine when the
center is not open. Mealsite
Manager is Chris Richer. The
Center offers a hot noon meal
weekdays to any senior. A
reservation is necessary and
transportation can be provid-
ed.Trips: Call the Senior
Center 863-9357 or 863- 4500

Monday, 8th

9 am. Foot Screening
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11 am. Easy Aerobics
Tuesday, 9th

9 am. Walking Group
10:30 am. Chair Yoga

1 p.m. Canasta

Wednesday, 10th

9 a.m. Foot Screening

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11:15 a.m. Mealsite Meeting
12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, 11th
10am. Coffee
Conversation
10:30 a.m. “Improving you
Mood” presentation

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday, 12th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics

11 a.m. Easy Aerobics

12:30 p.m. “Confused about
Comcast” presentation

Trips: Call the Senior Center
863-9357 or 863-4500.

and

ERVING Senior Center. 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School. 1st Floor), is
open  Monday  through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for activities and congregate
meals. For information and
reservations call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center director at 413

423-3308. Lunch daily at 11:30
a.m. with reservations a day in
advance by 11:00 am.
Transportation can be provided
for meals, Thursday shopping,
or medical necessity by calling
Dana Moore at 413-422-2584.

Monday, 8th

9:00 a.m. Exercise
9:45 am. Library
12 Noon Pitch
Tuesday, 9th

9 a.m. Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Painting
‘Wednesday, 10th
8:45 am. Line Dancing
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 11th

9 a.m. Aerobics
10:15 a.m. Pool

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of
events or to coordinate trans-
portation.

others to be part of this unique pro-
gram to improve school climate.” The
‘Train the Trainers' will take place
9/25, 9/27, and 9/30 in Athol and
Orange. Each community volunteer
would then make a 30-hour commit-
ment over the coming school year.

TAB outlines skills for safely inter-
vening to interrupt harm, develops
bystander awareness of their power,
teaches how bystanders can gener-
ate positive actions in others, and dis-
cusses the need for moral courage.
Applications are due to Quabbin
Mediation by September 8th. For fur-
ther info and for an application, please
call Quabbin Mediation at (978) 544-
6142, or email us at info@gquabbin-
mediation.org. For more on TAB, go
to: www quabbinmediation org.

—LVE IN"
EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gessip, news & business listings

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Lunch Specials from 11:00 am.
Mon: American Chop Suey * Tues.
Chicken Fricassie * Wed: Chicken
Souvlaki, nce * Thurs: Corn Beef &

Cabbage * Fn: Fried Scallops
Sat Yankee Pot Roast

Open Sundays 7-2
863-9636
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Scrap Metal Thieves Strike in Daytime

STAFF REPORTS

GILL - Police chief David
Hastings encourages citizens to
report suspicious activity. With
scrap metal prices at an all time
high, thieves are brazenly steal-
ing anything they can get their
hands on, even in broad day-
light.

“They are committing these
crimes during the day when peo-
ple are working and there’s no
one home.” Hastings said. “We
need citizen participation. On
August 12th, we caught a guy
scrapping someone’s boat, dur-
ing the day. We caught him only
because someone passing by
thought things didn’t look right.
and called us.

“It would be a great help to us
if people would report suspi-
cious activity. They are brazen,
stealing not 200 yards from the
[Gill police] station.”

On Sunday, April 20th, a
neighbor saw a man stuffing tub-
ing into his car windows on the
property bordering the Gill

police station. When the neigh-
bor spoke to the man, the thief
told the neighbor he had permis-
sion from the owner and was just
getting gas money so that he
could come back on Monday
with a truck to clean the place
out. Officer Sean Coughlin
responded, but the trespasser had
taken off.

Despite the property being
posted with Keep Out and No
Trespassing signs, eight days
later, two men were observed
with a truck and trailer taking
loads of metal to the scrap yard.
Another neighbor sounded the
alert.

Chief Hastings immediately
responded, blocking the truck
with his cruiser. When asked if
the truck owner had permission
to take scrap metal from the
property, “Yes.” the truck owner
replied. “The owner died and his
son wants the place cleaned
out.”

“That’s strange that you say
the owner died,” Hastings said,

“Because he’s standing right
there. So who gave you permis-
sion?”

The story changed.

“It was Jimmy.”

“Jimmy who?”

“It was just a friend I saw at
Food City who told me about all
this stuff. He said it was right
next to the police station.”

“What’s Jimmy’s last name?”

“T don’t know his last name;
he’s just someone I met at Food
City.”

The truck owner came up
with other variations, even offer-
ing restitution for the two loads
they had sold to WtE Recycling
scrap vard in Greenfield that
morning, producing receipts for
two loads, denying they had
stolen anything previously,
despite large amounts of copper
wire and copper pipe, brass pipe
and fittings, radiators, plus a
large amount of aluminum that
was also missing. The two men
unloaded the truck and trailer,
including a large copper hot

PARZYCH BHBITO
Gill Police Chief David Hastings

water tank.

The site was cordoned off
with yellow caution tape. Next
morning the caution tape was
down and the copper hot water
tank was gone.

A moat dug to block access to
the metal has kept thieves out
since.

The truck owner promised to
make restitution by the end of
the week. His partner brought a
check to the station for his por-
tion, but the truck owner did not.
On July 22nd, the truck owner,
Mark Kuklewicz, 31, of Lake
Pleasant, was arraigned in
Greenfield District Court for lar-
ceny. The case is scheduled for

pre-trail conference on
September 19th.

State Senator James Timilty-
D-Walpole, has drafted a bill to
address the growing problem of
thieves stealing metal for scrap.
As a result of many reports, the
WIE scrap yard has instituted a
new policy requiring sellers to
produce a driver’s license as
identification. WtE has a policy
of recording a general classifica-
tion of material delivered,
though not a description or
source of the material.
Surveillance cameras to be
installed at WtE will help tie
sellers to material delivered.

Thieves were observed cut-
ting catalytic converters from a
vehicle in the parking lot of the
Coke plant at the Greenfield in
broad daylight recently. And
state police stopped a pickup
with a load of catalytic convert-
ers on I-91.

Gill police chief Hastings
urges people to be on the lookout
for suspicious activity, day or
night, and to call police if things
do not look quite right. The
number to call is 863-9398.

Upinngil Farm Takes Part in Raw Milk Tour

Eight dairies across
Massachusetts, including
Upinngil Farm on Main Road in
Gill, will open up their farms
for tours and other activities on
Saturday. September 13th to
highlight the benefits of raw
milk. On Raw Milk Dairy Day
there will be opportunities to
pat pigs, see how cheese is
made, watch cows being
milked, learn how goats are fit-
ted for a show or watch an ox
driving demonstration. Many of
the farms will welcome their
visitors to bring a picnic to
enjoy once they have completed
their tours. Visitors will leam

why raw milk tastes so good
and is so good for you.
Upinngil Farm is a diverse
farming operation. The princi-
pal enterprises are: small fruits
(strawberries. raspberries and
grapes). dairy (registered
Ayrshire Cattle): field crops
(potatoes, wheat, spelt, beans,
pumpkins, corn); forage crops:
and market garden crops. Most
of the farm’s production is sold
at the farm through a year round
farm store. seasonal farm stand
and u-pick. The farm’s milk,
cheeses, whole grain flours,
honey and maple syrup are
available only at the farm. Fruit

and vegetables are sold also at
local food coops and markets.
Tours of the dairy and cheese
sampling will be available
throughout the day. Tours of the
farm’s pastures, vineyard and
berry patches will be at 11:00
am. and 1:00 p.m. There will be
a demonstration of oxen driving
from 2:00 — 4:00 p.m.

The following area dairies
are also participating in the
event: Bostrom Farm in
Greenfield (10-3); Chase Hill
Farm in Warwick (10-4);
Cricket Creek Farm in
Williamstown (10-6); Lyons
Brook Farm in Westport (10-3):

Oake Knoll Ayrshires in
Foxboro (noon - 4); Robinson
Farm in Hardwick (2:30 - 3):
and Sidehill Farm in Ashfield
(2:30 p.m. tour).

Raw Milk Dairy Day is a free
event. For more information see

www.nofamass.org/programs/o
rganicdairy/rawmilk.php  or
contact Kate Rossiter,
NOFA/Mass Organic Dairy
Coordinator, at
krossiter@nofamass.org,  or
(413) 498-2721.

(413) 772-6970

CarpeTech

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Service

Under new ownership ¢+ Tim YVassar, proprielor

P.O. Box 161, Greenfield, MA 01302

At your service
for over 33
years in the

Pioneer Valley

Residential and commercial
cleaning, window washing,
floor stripping and waxing.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

23

274Rt.2,Gill

* gloves

* boots

* accessories

» gift certificates

CYCLE

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM

e

(4131 863-9543

Allan * David

WWW.AJCYCLE.COM

Geri

v || _ i, R CRS O

Geri Johnson 6 dssociates

REALTODRS

66 French King Highway
Gill, MA 01376

(413) 8B63-9736

Fax (413) 863-9739

Seniors
Real Estaie
Support

Johnson

B (O,

PoLisH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Daily - Closed Tuesday

Best Polish Food this
side of Krakow!

24 French King Hwy @ TF Bridge
863-9991

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

« Poifiery
» [Fine Arf Drawings and
Painfings

BY CHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299
email: camagehouse@signedinstone.com

65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

=) COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

A& Shocks« Tires + Batteries * Starters
_—— Struts ¢ Tune-ups * Brakes * Oil Change
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. + 413-863-2236

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT  FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSFECTION STATION; ND, 13051

G‘} GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK

Senee 1869

LINDA ACKERMAN

Branch Manager and Assistant Treasurar
lackerman@agreenfieldsavings.com

195 Avenua A

Turnars Falls, Massachuselts 01378
413-863-4216

413-863-9445 Fax

wiww graenfieldsavings.com

DEMERS’ LANDSCAPING

| Landscaping & Excavating
I Estimates Given - Fully Insured
136 Tumpike Road, Turners Falls, MA 01376

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE = LOTS CLEARED - WOOD CHIPPING
WOOD CHIPS - MULCH - LOAM - LAWNS AND SOD INSTALLED
PLANTING - MASON AND STONEWORK

ALL TYPES OF FEMCING - DOZER AND BACKHOE WORK
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED

Edward A. Demers,

Piiop. Tel. 863-3652
b e e e ——

Pam Veith Real Estate
2 SRES . ) @ AR B s

75 Main Street
Nearthfizld, MA 01350

Office

e

Barbara A Edson-Gre

{grme Phone’413- 9166

ABR

& PRO GRS

Home Fax: 413

REALTOR’ Email bedson] @comcast.net

“My Office is Always Open to You!”

Renaissance
Builders

Stephen Greenwald

PO Box 272

Turners Falls, MA 01376
413/863-8316

Fax 413/863-9712

www.renbuild.net
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Straight Talk Excess

BY DAVID DETMOLD - Well.
it’s been a wild end to summer,
what with hwrricanes and politi-
cal conventions and the unex-
pected fall of gas prices just in
time for the election.

Needless to say, the telephone
has been ringing off the hook
here at the office, ever since John
McCain abandoned his abortive
first pick for vice president and
called to say he had chosen me to
round out the ticket instead.

I guess McCain rightly con-
cluded that my years of experi-
ence as a town meeting member
in Montague, and as a single par-
ent of two high school graduates,
(or rather one high school gradu-
ate, and one high school dropout
who earned his GED while
bussing tables in Hawaii) gave
me all the credentials I needed to
fill in as commander in chief at a
moment’s notice. Since then, Fox
News and the rest of the pack has
been camped on my doorstep.
hounding my mother and my
kindergarten teacher and my
drinking buddies at the
Rendezvous for all the biograph-
ical data needed fo convince a
wavering electorate that the
Republican Party has what it
takes to lead the country into a
brave new world. And with me
an erratic heartbeat away from
the Oval Office, they will!

It’s true, I've never been a
member of the Republican Party
before, but after watching the
Bush administration run things
for the last eight years, I figure,
How hard can it be? So I'm tak-
ing a crash course in foreign and
domestic policy, and working
with Dr. Phil Gramm to get over
my “mental recession™ and stop
whining about the economy.
‘Which is something I've never
understood very well anyway.
But McCain insists that’s not a
requirement for national leader-
ship. We’ll get along swell.

He calls the shots, and I'm a
team player. So I'm refining my
energy policy, getting ready for
my first big speech, to the Miners

[] Other

Sign Me Up!
[1$20 for 26 issues (local) [1$25 out-of-area

The basic price of subscriptions barely covers distribution and mailing costs.
Sustaining subscribers help the paper grow!

Sustaining Subscribers: []1$30 [1$50 %100

Benevolent Association in
Charlotte, West Virginia. Now
I'm in favor of clean coal. once
they find some. and more off-
shore drlling. In fact, I'm in
favor of drilling on coastal lands
that will be underwater soon,
once the rest of the polar ice cap
melts. And more alternative ener-
gy, like nuclear power and wind.
Or at least more hot air
Whatever it takes to free America
from its dangerous addiction to
foreign oil and to keep our troops
occupied in Iraq for the next 100
years.

I plan to take up duck hunting.
Somebody has to hunt up those
ducks. Under the Democratic
Congress, too many ducks have
been allowed to go AWOL.
Don’t get me started on home
foreclosures!

As a new true Dblue
Republican, T am in support of
the rich trickling down on the
working class, once they polish
off a few more glasses of
Champagne on election night. Of
course, it’s a lock we’ll win now
that Diebold has voting machines
in 28 states, including most of the
so-called battlegrounds. The
Democrats are such patsies.

Once we finish with the
November charade, we can get
back to the business of policing
the world to make it safe for big
business, and fixing things at
home so the super rich can get
even richer. As George W. Bush
famously said, “Make the pie
higher.”

Now that’s a slogan I can toss
around with confidence.

Joe Biden, you can talk all
you want, but I have what it takes
to win the undecideds. Pot for
every chicken, 40 acres of new
pipe on the North Slope. more
subsidies for Towa ethanol farm-
ers. God, guns, and gay marriage.
‘Who would want a marriage that
isn’t gay? And I think Thomas
Jefferson and Strom Thurmond
should have been able to adopt.

I'm vetted and ready to serve
on day two. Or three. Whatever.

Name:

Whe Hontague Reporter

58 4th Street, Turmers Falls, MA 01376
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Town: State:
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Mug Race Thanks

For 28 years the Montague
Mug Race has been held on the
third weekend of August, along
with the Old Home Day cele-
bration.

This race has become a
favorite among the runners, and
this year many participants
came to partake in a perfect
morning for the run.

Four years ago the Mini Mug
was added. hoping to entice
folks to give our event a try. I
am pleased to report that this

Montague Old Home Days

FALL AUCTION

& White E.]ep}lant Sale

Saturday,
September 13th

4 North Street,
Montague Center

Preview 9 - 10 a.m.
Bidding starts af 10 a.m.

All proceeds 1o benefit the First
Congregational Church of
Montague

Donations are being cdccepied

now. Please call 413-265-3013

for drop off times and for large
ltem plek-up.

(No mattresses, TVs, computers or
monitors please.)

year we had a large number of
young runners who tackled the
course for the first time, along
with many returning partici-
pants. Watching them come
across the finish line was an
inspiration to us all.

Many of the runners said
how well organized the races
were, and spoke appreciatively
of our efforts. It was great to
have such positive feedback.

The races could not have
happened without the continued
support of our faithful sponsors,
our dedicated group of volun-
teers and the members of the
Montague Center Fire
Department. Thank you all.

I also want to mention the
great coverage of the race
(before and after) by Janel
Nockleby of the Montague
Reporter staff.

Next year will be the 50th
anniversary of Montague Old
Home Days and the Mug Race
will definitely be part of the fes-
tivities. Mark your calendar for
August 15th, 2009!

Again thanks to all who sup-
ported the race and Old Home
Days.

- Ann Fisk
Montague Mug Race Dir.

POLICE from page 1

The building that is about to
take shape will come complete
with state-of-the-art energy
efficient systems tailored to the
town’s needs by the expertise of
committee members working
with the architect and engi-
neers.

With the construction bid
coming in below estimate due
to the favorable bidding cli-
mate, chances are now good the
committee will be able to fur-
ther reduce the station’s operat-
ing costs by adding photovolta-

ic panels to the project.

Over a hundred sets of plans
were requested by contractors
and subcontractors, and ten
general contractor bids were
submitted.

The committee expressed
appreciation for the hard work
of the town’s architect, Brian
Humes, and the cletk of the
works team, Tony Diluzio and
Ted Fiffy, to deal with the unex-
pected demands that have come
up, and to ensure a successful
bidding process.

Pam Hanold is the chair of
the Montague Public Safety
Fuacility Building Committee

THE EDITOR

Independence
for Montague
Center?

I live in Montague Center. I
was born and raised here. I
think its time for Montague
Center to have its own gover-
ment. We are outvoted and our
town is no longer a community.
Tumers does not care about us
except for taxes and water. I am
interested in getting a discus-
sion going that might lead to
Montague Center becoming
independent.

What do you think?

- Warren Welch
Montague Center

Interested parties may
email Welch at
warrenwelch@verizon.net

We Welcome
Your Letters!
Montague Reporter
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net

American Dead in
Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 9/2/08

US FORCES

(Casualty sign temporarily
located next to Wagon Wheel
Restaurant on Rte. 2 in Gill)
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EYE ON TOWN FINANCES

District Meeting May Put the State on the Spot

BY MIKE NAUGHTON &
JEFF SINGLETON

GILL - MONTAGUE - For the
second year in a row, the Gill-
Montague Regional School
District (GMRSD) is starting its
school year without an approved
budget. Those who have been
following the process are famil-
iar with the details: the towns of
Gill and Montague voted assess-
ments that were well below what
the district had requested. and in
the absence of an agreement the
Massachusetts Commissioner of
the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
(DESE) imposed a temporary
budget.

That budget was set at
approximately 4% above the FY
2008 budget, which -- given that
state aid was basically level-
funded -- meant 8% - 10%
increases in the towns’ assess-
ments. The towns protested the
state imposed budget as an
unfunded mandate, and on
August 27th a delegation from
the selectboards and finance
committees of the two towns
went to Boston fo press their
case.

Our state representatives had
scheduled two meetings: one
with representatives of state
auditor deNucci’s office, to dis-
cuss the unfunded mandate
issue, and one with associate
commissioner Jeff Wulfson from
the DESE to discuss more gener-
ally the subject of school district
funding. Our state representa-
tives, senator Stan Rosenberg
and representatives Steve Kulik
and Chris Donelan, were present,
as was interim superintendent
Ken Rocke from the GMRSD.

By way of background, this
meeting occurred in large meas-
ure because the towns of Gill and
Montague have twice rejected
funding requests from the school
district, which were far beyond
our ability to pay. As a result, the
school district, by state law, will
call a so-called district meeting
in September to vote on a school
budget. (A district meeting is an

open meeting of all eligible vot-
ers in the member towns). The
Montague town meeting also
sent a letter to the state protest-
ing the inadequate levels of state
aid, which created this problem!

This process means we have
entered the fiscal year with no

budget. As a result, the state has

imposed a temporary budget on
the schools and towns. This
“1/12th Budget™, if it continued
throughout the year, would
require an assessment increase of
over $800,000 for the towns.
This is higher than the total
available new revenues of both
Gill and Montague.

Also this state-imposed budg-
et directly contradicts the level of
state aid we are receiving. The
1/12th budget assumes that the
school district spending should
increase by over $800,000, or
more than 4%. The level of state
aid increases by less than 1%, or
approximately $37.000 a year.
Obviously that is a pretty big
contradiction and the towns are
left holding the financial bag.

Finally, it must be stressed
that this situation, in one form or
another, has been going on for at
least eight years. Between 2000
and 2008 school district budgets
have increased by over
$470,000, or 4%, annually. State
aid (Chapter 70) has increased
by an annual average of under
$38.000, or less than 1% annual-
ly. This is a recipe for disaster in
the form of assessment increas-
es, which have consumed over
three quarters of local revenue
growth since 2000.

Last year the school assess-
ment for Montague increased by
over $600,000, while our rev-
enues grew by less than
$300,000. We dug ourselves into
a very deep hole by using nearly
$1 million in reserves to patch
the situation up.

This year Gill’s potential
assessment increase is OVer
$200,000, while their total rev-
enue growth is under $60.,000.

To make a long story short,
while the auditor’s representa-

tive agreed that the state-
imposed assessment probably
constitutes an unfunded man-
date, she said the legal remedy
would be to go to court, and
existing case law suggests that a
judge would rule against us.
Basically, by agreeing to form a
two-town regional school dis-
trict, the towns also agreed to the
process that we now find our-
selves in. In other words, we
agreed to let the commissioner of
the DESE impose a budget on
us, so we can’t complain now.

On the wider issue of school
district funding, and the state’s
support (or lack) thereof, there
was a lively discussion, out of
which the following points
emerged:

- Town officials made it clear
that Gill and Montague have
reached -- perhaps have passed -
- their ability to fund the school
district. The towns believe they
need immediate help to get
through this budget year.

- State officials were sympa-
thetic, and noted that Gill and
Montague are not alone in their
difficulties in funding their
schools.

- The state does not have any
ready source of funds to help us
out, other than so-called “pot-
hole” funds, which are fairly lim-
ited.

Any more aggressive
attempt to help Gill and
Montague would likely open a
can of worms for the state, as
many other towns and districts
would want similar help.

- State officials realize there
are problems with the way pubic
education is funded, and various
efforts are being made to come

up with solutions, such as the
study of Franklin County
schools organized by Senator
Rosenberg and the Governor’s
Readiness Project. However,
none of those efforts will help
with the FY 2009 budget. and it’s
unlikely they will help with FY
2010, either.

- The state is committed to
having a high-quality public edu-
cation system. but there are no
good answers as to how it should
be paid for.

- The upshot is that state offi-
cials hope that the towns and the
district can find a way to make it
through the next year or two,
after which they hope some of
the things they’re working on
may offer some relief.

In other words, the meeting
ended in something like a stale-
mate: town officials said we
need more money, and state offi-
cials said there’s not much they
can do to help and we’re on our
own. We got the impression that
more than one state official is
waiting for the district meeting
on September 17th to resolve the
problem.

We’ll see what happens, but
we think they may be waiting in
vain. There is a growing feeling
among town officials that
enough is enough. We have cut
here and scrimped there and used
one-time reserves to patch over
the gaps for the past few years,
and we can’t keep doing this.
Town assessments for the
GMRSD have risen by an aver-
age of over 8% per year over the
past few years, while state aid
has risen by less than 1%.
Essentially, we have been left to
fund our public education system
by ourselves, and we are not rich
towns. There is no way we can
afford the school system that the
district has built without signifi-
cant help from other sources.

At this point, there seems to
be little doubt that the select-
boards and finance committees
of both towns will recommend a
“no” vote on the district’s budget
request at the district meeting.

The question is whether there
will be anything approaching
consensus on a “yes” vote for
some other proposal. One pro-
posal put forward would allow
Gill and Montague to fund their
budgets, including the GMRSD
assessments, without using one-
time reserves or resorting to
overrides. The effect would be to
reduce the school district budget
by almost $2 million.

Another proposal. which
would increase the GMRSD
assessment by a nominal amount
over last year, would decrease
the district budget by over
$700,000. Other proposals may
well surface, and these will be
debated over the next couple of
weeks.

Of course, the GMRSD
school committee will have the
final say. If the district meeting
votes a budget and the commit-
tee accepts it, then the district
has a budget. Otherwise. the
DESE budget, in some form,
continues in effect until a) anoth-
er district meeting is held and
approves a budget acceptable to
the committee, or b) December
1st, when the commissioner of
the DESE is obligated to assume
financial control of the district.

Some of us are thinking that
the only way to really get the
state’s attention is to dump the
whole thing in their laps. What
that means is anyone’s guess at
this point, but it seems likely that
state officials will at least have to
revisit the current budget they
have imposed based on the dis-
trict meeting vote.

There are others who argue
that a state takeover would be a
disaster - that it would bankrupt
the towns and leave us in a worse
situation than we’re in now. But
we are already in the process of
bankrupting ourselves, so we
have to ask - is forcing the state
to become part of the process
really worse than continuing as
we are with the state watching
from the sidelines?

see STATE pg s
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TURNS LAWN CARE

Specializing in all aspeds of Lawn and Property Maintonanes,

Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
“Seeking New Prospects in Growing -
Season - Long Property Maintenance”

Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured
45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

WORK
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Excavating
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DoucLAs EDSON

(413) 863-4462
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Reasonable Rates - Lessons & Sales
Carriage Rides - Pony Parties

Manager/Instructor Lisa Matosky

374 Turners Falls Road, Montague, MA 01351
(413) 367-0118 « (413) 834-3978 cell
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Open 5-9 Sun - Thurs
5 - 10 Fri and Sat
Closed Tues

Reservations Accepted  Turners Falls, MA 01376

166 Avenue A

WWW.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO.coMm

FINE ITALIAN DINING
Denise DiPaolo, Owner
Hilton Dottin, Chef

TEL 413-863-4441

FAX 413-863-4421

s

1 % Anmual
- Heating

SINCE 1956

| || HEATING-COOLING - PLUMBING

System
Cleaning
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« Repairs

www.countryoil.com
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I 540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston

LICENSED
% TECH-
1-800-327-9992 MIGIRNS
413-648-9912 #M10588 (MA)
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Discovery Charter School for Franklin County

Families in Franklin County
may soon have another option
for elementary school education
for their children. A proposal for
the Discovery Charter School
has been submitted and accepted
by the Charter School Office of
the Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE). The
founding  group  includes
community members committed
to the education of students in
local communities and parents
with children attending schools
both in and out of the district.
Members are from Ambherst,
Gill, Leverett, Montague and
Northfield. The Discovery

N/ :}-:-.\o

G
W77 o Clear
W e

‘ QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimales

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

Mass. Confrackor Heq. ¥ 107141
Mass. License 20505635

School is proposed as a regional
Commonwealth charter school,
meaning the school will operate
as a public school independent
from the district in which it is
located.

The concept of a charter
school for elementary students in
our area has been on the minds
of some community members
for quite some time. The
inspiration for action of the
founding of a charter school
grew out of discussions for an
mnovative Horace Mann charter
school (which would have kept a
charter as a district school).
Responding to a desire for
educational options, the

Choje\
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We Carry John Deere
and Kubota Tractors,
Stihl Chain Saws,
| Blowers, Tractor Mowers,
Ariens Snow Blowers.
Also:
® Wood Chippers

@ Log Splitters
. ® Winches

@ Materials Handling

Equipment

@ Fire Proof Safes

| Salests Service'y Paris

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 46 YEARS
6 EDESF

SIRUM [FQUIPMENT
COMPANY. |NC.

310 FEDERAL STREET = RTE. 63 = MONTAGUE
S50 A13-367-2481F>

2RI @
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Discovery School will welcome
children from 26 different towns
and 14 different school districts.
Admission will be by loftery,
following guidelines of the
DESE, which also requires that
districts have a budget line item
to support children in Charter
Schools. This DESE
requirement  assures  both
geographic diversity of the
student body, and protection of
districts” budgets when funding
follows a student from his or her
district school to a charter
school.

The Discovery Charter
School will open in the “09-"10
school year as a K-3 school.
expanding by one grade each
year to ultimately serve students
in grades K-6. It is projected to
begin with an enrollment of 160
students, gradually increasing to
260 students. Potential locations
are being researched.

A county-central location will
be key to building a sense of
community and providing
accessibility for towns ranging
from Northfield to Charlemont
to Orange. A major benefit of

opening the Discovery Charter
School is the earmarked funding
provided by the state for
building new facilities and
capital improvements to existing
buildings. This funding is highly
beneficial to communities
hosting Commonwealth Charter
schools.

As part of its application for a
charter from the state, the group
working on the school submitted
a document complete with
mission and vision statements,
descriptions of the school
community and educational
setting, governance models, as
well as information on
curriculum, assessment, and
serving students with special
needs. The proposed credo of the
Discovery Charter School is:
Caring, Curious. Creative,
Collaborative, and Critical
Thinkers. Students will be
mtroduced to these values and
habits of mind beginning at an
early age as the foundation of
their school culture. The school
will also place a heavy emphasis
on environmental sustainability
and science education.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Ilegal Dumpings and Unwanted Persons

Tuesday, 8/19

11:08 am. Report of tresspassing on
Forestry Property, Dry Hill Road,
Montague. Referred to an officer.
Wednesday, 8/20

2:36 pm. Report of illegal dumping on
South Street, Montague. Referred to other
agency.

Friday, 8/22

12:39 p.m. Report of burglary / breaking
and entering at a Prospect Street address,
Turners Falls.

12:50 pm. Report of larceny in front of
Armies Used Furniture, Avenue A, Tumers
Falls. Referred to an officer.
304pm A

ona
efault warrant.
6:14 p.m. Following a traffic stop, arrested

or operating a motor
vehicle with license suspended, no
inspection sticker and possession of Class
D drua. Arrested

on a defaul
warra

9:46 pm. Report of a fight at the

Rendezvous, Third Street, Turners Falls.
One subject taken into protective custody.
Saturday, 8/23

12:11 am. Report of an unwanted person
at an L Street address, Tumers Falls.
Advised of cvil action.

12:40 am. An'estedm
arged with assault an attery

domestic. 1

12:50 a.m. Arrested
arged with possession of Class

substance, possession of Class A

substance, possession of Class D drug,
subsequent offense.

1:03 am. Report of a fight at Second
Street Sports Bar, Avenue A, Turners
Falls_ Invesfigated.

1:47 am. Report of an unwanted person
at a Seventh Street address, Tumers
Falls. Arrested

ed with assault, domestic, disorderly
conduct, threat to commit murder, and
vandalism, damage or defacement of
property.

Sunday, 8/24

846 pm.
Montague
Pleasant.
Monday, 8/25

9:31 am. Report of larceny at a Second
Street address, Tumers Falls.

4:59 pm. Report of vandalism at the rail
yard, Millers Falls.

Tuesday, 8/26

12:58 p.m_ Report of vandalism at an East
Main Street address, Milers Falls.
Investigated.

7:22 p.m. Following a motor vehicle stop,
arrested

Report of larceny at a
Avenue address, lake

e speeding, license n in
possession, operating a motor vehicle with
a suspended license. Arrested

possession

Thursday, 8/28

745 am. Report of larceny from a Park
Street  address, Turners  Falls.
Investigated.

541 pm. Report of possble suicide
attempt at a Fourth Street address,

Another goal of Discovery is
building strong bonds between
students, parents, teachers, and
the swrrounding communities as
well as providing educational
models, including programs,
curriculum, and teaching
methods that can be replicated
by other public schools in the
district. Already the proposed
school has formed alliances with

local organizations and
institutions such as the
Hitchcock Center for the

Environment, Antioch College,
Hampshire College. and the
Four Rivers Charter School in
Greenfield.

For now, charter school
proponents keep working and
planning, awaiting a decision
from the DESE in mid-
September  regarding an
invitation to submit a formal
application. Final charter school
decisions are made by the
department at the start of 2009.
Anyone interested in finding out
more about the school can email

founding members at
discovery_school@verizon net.
Joanna Frankel, a Gill

resident, is a member of the
Discovery  Charter  School

Jfounding group.

Tumers Falls. Subject removed to
hospital.

Friday, 8/29

7:52 pm. Report of unwanted person at
a J Street address, Turners Falls. Arrested

Taken into protective custody.
o4 pm. Report of domestic disturbance
at a Bulkley Street address, Turners Falls
Arrested

rg
with assault and battery, domestic, winess

intimidation, malicious distruction of
property, assault and battery with a
dangerous weapon and threat fo commit
murder.

Saturday, 8/30

8:40 pm._ Officer noticed illegal dumping
behind Food City in the J Street area,
Tumners Falls.

Sunday, 8/31
1212 am._ Following a fraffic stop.
arrested
a
wi ing a motor vehicle under the

influence of liquor, speeding, driving fo
endanger, no inspection sticker, unlawfull
possession of ammunition / mace and
registration not in possession.

216 pm. Report of illegal dumping at
Thomas Memonal Country Club, Country
Club Lane, Montague City. Referred to an
officer.

6:12 pm. Report of possible suicide
attempt at a Central Street address,
Turners Falls. Subject removed to
hospital.

Tuesday, 9/2

8:34 am. Report of domestic disturbance
at a Montague City Road address, Turners
Falls. Investigated.

1125 am. Report of illegal dumping at a
Fifth Street address, Turners Falls.
Investigated.
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GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES

Formerly LaBelle & Leitner

AUDI - VW - VOLVO - BMW

Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles

Locally Owned for 27 Years
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QuickBooks
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Preparing for Auction of Surplus Land

BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
The Wendell selectboard met
Wednesday, August 20th with
only board chair Ted Lewis and
board member Christine Heard
present. The bulk of the meeting
was spent with treasurer Carolyn
Manley, working on details of
the upcoming auction of town
properties on September 20th.

Manley said she had received
advice from attorney Sam
Lovejoy of Montague that she
should make sure that no
property the town auctions had
ever been voted for public use at
a town meeting. Any such
property would have to be voted
out of public use before it could
be sold legally. Heard said she
had not yet seen a complete list
of the properties, and it may be
good to check and make sure
nothing on the list had ever been
designated as a cemetery.

Town coordinator Nancy
Aldrich said she would include a
list of map, book and parcel
numbers of properties to be
auctioned in the upcoming town
newsletter.

Manley said she would post
town maps showing the
properties for sale at the town
hall and at the library by
September 6th, and said she
would post each property on the
ground before the auction. The
auctioneer is respomsible for
advertising the auction in a daily
newspaper.

The selectboard as custodian
of the properties has the right to
refuse any or all bids, but if any
bid is accepted it must be the
highest. If there are specific
needs for any piece. the sale
must be carried out through a
Request for Proposals (RFP).
Buyers will have to come pre-
qualified with a cashier’s check
for an amount the board will
determine, and will have to close
on their purchase within 30
days. It is the responsibility of
any buyer to determine a lot’s
suitability for building.

Manley said most of the
interest she has heard so far
about the upcoming auction has
been for potential woodlots.

At the start of the meeting

Lewis reported that the old well
on the town common, that once
supplied brackish water that was
unfit for drinking and stained the
town hall fixtures, had been
backfilled and closed by the
highway department.

Aldrich said she had sent an
email to the state Department of
Revenue offering three possible
Wednesdays for a DOR
representative to come to
Wendell to help establish a
system of preliminary tax bills,
which would allow the town to
return to the practice of dividing
the annual property tax and
sending two bills, six months
apart.

Aldrich also relayed a letter
from Patti Scutari, who asked if
the selectboard had any
concerns about the Hilltown
Brewfest, a fundraiser for both
the Wendell and the New Salem
meetinghouses, which the Deja
Brew pub plans to hold on the
afternoon of September 27th,
from noon to 5:00 p m. Scutari
wrote she had contacted the
police about parking, and officer

YOU ASKED FOR IT,

LUN

THE RENDEZVOUS IS NOW OPEN DAILY 11A.M.- 1 AM. FOR EVENTS CHECK OUT WWW.RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM
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7 Hillman Road, Colrain
413-624-3388
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Maselli will be present through
the afternoon. The board said
they found no outstanding
concerns with the fundraiser as
planned.

Building inspector  Phil
Delorey sent the selectboard a
letter restating a verbal comment
he had made about changing the
borders of the library lot. The lot
has enough frontage to conform
to the town bylaw, but not
enough area, and construction
was allowed only because a
building was on the lot long
before the bylaw existed. If the
town sells or exchanges a small
strip on the south side, it must
acquire at least the same area in
the back of the lot.

The south side abutter was
told informally 20 years ago by
the then highway
superintendent where the
property line was, and he built a
fence and planted right up to
that line. A survey taken at the
beginning of the library
construction project showed
that the fence and plantings are
ten feet inside town property.

Since then, the abutter and the
town have been working to
arrive at a mutually agreeable
solution for correcting the
problem. Aldrich forwarded a
copy of Delorey’s letter to the
abutter.

Franklin County Home Care
Corp sent the selectboard a
letter listing the services they
offer to elderly residents, and
the selectboard forwarded the
letter to Wendell’s Council on
Aging.

The North Quabbin Chamber
of Commerce is holding ifs
annual Fall Festival in Athol on
Saturday, September 20th, with
a rain date of September 27th.
They are hoping for input. and
want a variety of entertainers
and craftspeople from the nine
town region to contact them and
participate.

The Athol selectboard sent
the Wendell board a letter
asking Wendell to cooperate
with the other eight towns in the
North  Quabbin area in
establishing a fall conference
agenda.

YOUGOTIT:

78 3RD STREET
TURNERS FALLS
(413)863-2866

(413) 772-0328

DKINixWorks

Michael Nix

High Quality Music Lessons

Guitar: Electric, Steel String,Classical
Banjo: 5 String, Tenor
Mandolin, Uke, Songwriting
Theory, Composition, Arranging

www.NixWorks.com

mnix@nixworks.com

/]

PARTG!FE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated

25 Millers Falls Road, P.0. Box 312
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 |
Tel. (413) 863433

(413) 773-5673

WWW.pzine.com

Montague

KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road

Phone/413-863-3780
Mike Fuller, Owner

FELTON

CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.
Blacktop Paving
since 1958
Cmnpare - There is a Difference

35 Federal Street, Millers Falls
413-659-3013
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Contract Awarded for Treatment Plant Renovation

BY DAVID DETMOLD

The town awarded R. H.
‘White, of Auburn, MA, the bid
for the renovation of the

Ervingside

Montague Parks and Recreation Department
FALL PROGRAMS 2008

YOUTH PROGRAMS
YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAM - The MPRD Office will be

open on Saturday, Sept. 6th, 9 a.m. - 12 noon for soccer registrations.

SQUIRTS SOCCER - Children in grades K - 2.
Shin guards are REQUIRED!

Saturdays; 9:30 a..m - 10:30 a.m. Sept. 13th - Oct. 25th
Montague Residents - $25, Non Residents - $30

JUNIOR & SENIOR TRAVEL SOCCER LEAGUE -
Shin guards are REQUIRED!
Junior League - Children in grades 3 & 4, Games will be 4 v. 4;
Senior Lea&ue - Children in grades 5 & 6, Games willbe 7 v. 7.
Montague Residents - $35, Non Residents - $40

COACHES ARE NEEDED FOR ALL LEVELS - TRAINING IS PROVIDED.

YOUTH TENNIS LESSONS - Ages 7 & Up
Saturdays 9 am. - 945 am.; Segt. 13th - Oct. 18th; Montague
Residents - $35, Non-Residents - $40; Registration deadline Sept. 12th

INTRO TO TAE KWON DO for Youth -Ages 7 & up, Saturdays
8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m., Sept. 20th - Nov. 1st; Montague Residents - $45,
Non-Residents - $50; Registration deadline Friday, Sept. 12th

NOAH'S ARK TOY ANIMAL STUFFING WORKSHOP -

Youths ages 2 and up, Saturday, Dec. 6th, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Fee information provided during pre-registration. Registration deadline
Wednesday, Nov. 12th

SWIMMING LESSONS - Session | - *Oct. 25th - Dec. 6th;
Saturdays - Parent/Child Class - 9 - 9:30 a.m. (A parent must be in the
water w/ their child during the class.); Level 1-9:30 - 10 a..m; Level
2-10-10:30 a.m.; Level 3-10:30- 11 am.; Level 4 - 11 - 11:30 a.m.
Montague Residents - $40.00, Non Residents - $45.00; Registration
deadline Session | Friday, Oct. 24th.

MONTAGUE BLUEFISH SWIM TEAM - Our popular
recreational/competitive swim team. Early November through early
March 2009; Fees to be determined. Registration deadline Friday, Oct.
24th. (Enroliment limits supersede registration deadline)

ADULT PROGRAMS

PILATES - Adults 18 and over, Wednesday evenings 6 - 6:45 p.m.;
Sept. 17th - Nov. 19th; Montague Residents - $65, Non-Residents -
$70. Registration deadline Friday, Sept. 12th

ADULT TENNIS PROGRAM - Adults 18 & up, Saturday
mornings; 11 - 11:45 a..m; Sept. 13th - Oct. 18th; Montague Residents
- $30/person, Non-Residents - $35/person. Registration deadline
Friday, Sept. 12th

FAMILY PROGRAMS

7TH ANNUAL FAMILY FALL FuN DAY

Saturday, Oct. 18th; 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.; Enjoy scarecrow stuffing,

Eumpkin carving, bake sale, and more! Adopt your scarecrow now!
ees: Scarecrows - $5 per, Pumpkin Carwn%- $1 per

We need clothes for our scarecrows! If you have some long sleeve

shirts and pants that Sou’re not using anymore, we will gladly take

them off your hands. Drop them off at our office.

FAMILY TENNIS PROGRAM - Family Members

Saturdays, 10 - 10:45 a.m., Sept. 13th - Oct. 18th; Montague
Residents - $10/Family member; Non-Residents - $12/Family
Member. Registration deadline Friday, Sept. 12th

For more information please call 413-863-3216

wastewater
treatment plant. R. H. White’s
low bid was for $4.296.589.
almost exactly a million dollars

less than the engineers’
estimate for the job. The
competitive bidding climate,
which resulted in nine bids
from as far away as Maine and
Connecticut, was a pleasant
surprise for the town.

Next Wednesday, at 6:30
p-m. at the Erving Public
Library, the library trustees
will meet to review
applications for the new 17-
hour a week library director
position. After meeting with
the selectboard on July 26th,
the trustees received the
board’s support to increase the
salary range for the director’s
job by $3.000. to $15.,000,
subject to approval at a special
town meeting. The board also
agreed to allow the trustees to
continue to receive stipends for
their work running the library,
until such time as a library
director is hired.

On August 25th. the board
met with fire chief Mick
LaClaire, who requested
Edward Tetreault and Justin
Fellows be appointed as Erving

firefighters. The board
approved the request
contingent on the two
applicants  passing  their

physical exams.
The board met with the
planning board to fill a vacancy

left from the unexpired term of
Phil Wonkka. who resigned to
meet his National Guard duties.

After considering two
candidates, Jacquie Boyden
and Bill Newton, the

selectboard appointed Newton
to serve on the planning board
until the annual town election
in May, and Boyden to serve as
an alternate until that time.
The town has been in
discussions with the Franklin
Country Regional Council of
Governments about adopting
an expedited permitting bylaw
for sites larger than 50,000
square feet. Erving has two
such sites: the partially
destroyed Usher Mill and the
former TP Mill in Ervingside.
Tower Investments, in
California, the owner of the IP
Mill, has agreed to allow their
site to be considered for
expedited permitting. FRCOG
believes the town may be
eligible for a technical
assistance grant for up to
$100,000 to  implement
expedited permitting and assist
in the potential redevelopment
of the Ervingside mill.
Richard Lane, the
superintendent of the Franklin
County Tech School, met with
the board to answer concerns
raised about the admissions

policy of the Tech School.
Student applicants are scored
based on grades and attendance
records, along with other
factors, and sometimes local
students may compete
unfavorably for admission with
students from outside the
member towns. Lane said the
problem cropped up very
infrequently. The board felt the
policy should be weighted
more favorably for students
from member towns.

The board agreed to have
municipal clerk Betsy Sicard
trained and certified as a notary
public, as a service to residents.

The Erving Elementary
School committee
recommended. and the board
authorized, the sale of 24 used
school computers to the Swift
River School district. Forty
other used computers from the
school will be made available
at the bargain price of $19.68
for any Erving student who
may want one.

The Dboard reappointed
Bruce Bezio as Erving’s
representative to the Central
Franklin County Veterans
District.

The board appointed Louise
Golosh, Sandra Beighley, and
Patricia Russell to the Erving
Council on Aging.

STATE from pg 5

State officials at the
meetings last week were
essentially asking us to patch
up the school budget problem,
probably with more reserves
and one-time revenues, until
regional consolidation can take
place.

For those who may not
know, there is a countywide
effort underway to investigate
regional school consolidation,

spearheaded by our state
legislators, the  Franklin
Regional Council on

Governments and Greenfield
Community College. The
oversight committee includes
local town and school district
officials in the region. A major

report will be produced next
spring, which presumably will
lead to a proposal for
interdistrict school
collaboration or consolidation.

Although we support the
regional effort, some of us on
the local level have serious
doubts about this game plan.
First of all, we are in a major
budget crisis now. We cannot
afford to dig ourselves deeper
into the hole while we wait
three years for regionalization
to take place, if it ever does.
Secondly, it is not at all clear
that regionalization will
address the core budget issues
plaguing the public schools.

The savings that we are
hearing about would not
reduce school budgets

sufficiently to address the
basic dynamic - fixed cost
increases that exceed state aid,
dumping an ever increasing
burden on the towns.

If the state believes
regionalization is the solution,
they should be willing to roll
the dice on it with more state
money! We should continue to
vote down school budgets and
assessments until there is a
workable game plan for the
future.

Jeff Singleton and Mike
Naughton arve members of the
Montague finance committee.
The opinions expressed here
are their own, and do not
necessarily represent
those of other finance Na
committee members. s
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Intenor/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs
Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833

70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls
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22 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology * old-fashioned personal service

180 Main Street, Greenfield + 413-774-3500 + greenfield@copycatprintshop.com

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies
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123 Avenue A= Turners Falls MA 01376

WYORK 413-863-2295

s time b et combartsti

HEATING & CODLING

Specializing in oil heating alternatives
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Access to Dry Hill Cemetery Discussed

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The
selectboard examined three
alternatives to providing public
access to the long neglected Dry
Hill Cemetery, which is located
on a disused section of Dry Hill
Road near Wendell Road.

The abutting landowner had
been locked in a decades long
dispute with the town over
access to the cemetery and use
of the old roadway, which he
had once barricaded with fences
and no trespassing signs. The
easternmost section of Dry Hill
Road is now indistinguishable
from the surrounding fields, and
Though James Senn has agreed
to drop his dispute over the
town’s right of way to the
historical 33-foot roadway. the
problem of re-establishing
vehicular passage on the first
1500 feet of steep hillside
leading up toward the cemetery
has now become one of cost and

engineering.
As Bob Mellstrom, the
consulting  engineer from

Stantec, in Northampton. told
the selectboard on August 25th,
for the first 1500 feet from
Wendell Road., “There’s no
semblance of a road there. It’s a
pasture.”

A committee made up of
town planner Dan Laroche, and
members of the selectboard and
cemetery commission hired
Stantec to conduct cost
assessments of various access
routes to the public cemetery,
where some of the town’s
original residents, including
Revolutionary War veterans, are
buried. On August 25th, three of
those alternatives were
presented to the board, along
with cost estimates for each. The
alternatives included paving a
16-foot wide road along the
historical layout of Dry Hill
Road for the first 1500 feet, and
installing necessary drainage. to
the point where the former road
is navigable to the cemetery:
improving the conditions of the
Dry Hill Cross Road, a mile long
section leading across the hill
from East Chestnut Hill Road to
the section of Dry Hill Road that

descends to the cemetery; or
simply establishing a parking
spot on Wendell Road for two
cars and a foot path up to the
cemetery on the historical
roadway.

The first alternative, which
would allow passage for any
type of vehicle, and parking near
the cemetery, would cost the
town $230,000. The second
alternative, which  would
improve the existing Cross Road
by removing sections of exposed
ledge. replacing and improving
drainage swales and culverts,
and adding gravel. would
provide primarily four-wheel
drive access, and cost $135.000.
The footpath alternative would
cost the town only $44.000.

The board took the matter
under advisement, but after the
meeting, board member Pat
Allen, who also serves on the
town’s capital improvements
committee, said, “I think, in the
long run, we want the access to
the cemetery to be from Wendell
Road; a one lane, three season

road. I think we might have to
start with the footpath to open
up access. I think the shorter
route is the best way to go. I
think we could find the money
for a pedestrian route up there
now. The highway trucks could
go around by the Cross Road.”

Allen made clear she was
speaking as an individual
member of the board in making
these remarks.

At the meeting, board chair
Allen Ross noted that the

cemetery 1is once again
overgrown with brush.

Bob Trombley,
superintendent of the

wastewater pollution control
facility, said sewer rates would
rise an estimated 6% to 8% this
year, if his department were
allowed to spend $180,000 of
the estimated $216,192 in the
sewer department’s retained
earnings to reduce the rising
rates. Town meeting will
consider his proposal on
Thursday, September 11th, as
part of a six-warrant special

town meeting.

Trombley said he still had to
discuss the proposed rates with
Southworth  Paper, before
finalizing them. Southworth is
the largest user of the sewer
system, and the town has a
longstanding agreement with the
paper mills to use the entire
retained earnings fund each year
to reduce rates. Trombley said
he would like to keep $36.000 or
so in reserve funds to meet
unexpected expenses in the
coming year.

Trombley estimated the
anticipated rise in the average
residential sewer bill, if his
proposal is approved, at
approximately $30 a year.

Besides sewer rates, the other
items slated for discussion at the
upcoming town meeting are
raising and appropriating funds
to cover collective bargaining
agreements with town unionized
employees, and elected officials’
salaries to be brought in line
with raises negotiated with other
workers.

Also the selectboard will seek
approval from town meeting to
sell or lease the Montague
Center School building, which is
now vacant after consolidation

of us think it's
important to meet our
teens’ closest friends.

of that school with Sheftield.

“It could be very expensive to
heat.” said town administrator
Frank  Abbondanzio. “If
someone were prepared to lease
it for a short term, that probably
would be a good idea. If we have
a vacant building, insurance
costs could be considerable.” He
said the town was constrained to
begin insuring the building as of
September 1st, when the lease
officially reverted to the town.

Town meeting will also be
asked to approve a sum of
money for maintenance of the
Montague  Center  School
building, while a buyer or renter
is sought.

Additionally, the town
meeting will be asked to
approve spending $21,000 from
free cash to reinstate the position
of public health nurse. The
amount is equivalent to the
unexpended salary from the
board of health’s line item for
the nurse from ‘08, when the
former nurse, Joan Pajak,
resigned two months into the
budget year.

The special town meeting
will be held at the high school at
7 p.m. on Thursday, September
11th.

From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and
Great Falls Middle School parents.
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Look How Much W Care.

Brought to you by the Gill-Montague Community School Partnership.

‘LICENSED, INSURED™
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BRIAN McCuE, PRESIDENT
240 GREENFIELD RoAD * MoNTAGUE, MA
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Steven Quinlivan
Owner/Operator
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Z.ero Tolerance Pest Control

The company with a peppermint twist!
Fully Licensed and Insured

(978) 544-5366
(888) 807-4182

‘Wendell, MA
Franklin County
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CLIMBERS
Continued from pg 1

played havoc with their plans
and left the Wendell couple
clinging to an 18-inch ledge in
white out conditions on the side
of a glacier, the subject of an
intense national media focus
and a coordinated statewide
rescue effort.

After losing much of their
gear, they spent two nights
clinging to each other for
warmth, wrapped in a soaked
sleeping bag, conserving the
dwindling battery in Edwards’
cell phone to keep in
intermittent communication
with the men searching for
them, and maintaining “totally
positive thinking” through the
entire ordeal. Edwards, 32 and

Gibson, 27, ultimately hiked
down to the rescuers’ base camp
on their own power, amazing
the search party with their
physical condition despite the
punishing conditions they had
been exposed to.

Edwards and Gibson are
experienced climbers. In an
interview at the warm and
relatively dry  Montague
Reporter office in Turners Falls,
four days after a Navy Seahawk
helicopter took the pair from
Itswoot Lake and dropped them
on the tarmac of the municipal
airport in Concrete, WA,
Edwards said he has been
mountaineering “basically all
my adult life.” Gibson is also an
experienced climber, starting at
the age of nine when she made it
up Katahdin, scaling a glacier in

MCTV Program (Ch. 171 Schedule: August 22nd-28th

Eagle Cam: Not airing until further
notice.

Friday, September 5

8:00 am Journey to Wissatinnewag
8:30 am Into the Way of Peace

9:30 am MCTV Video Camp 2007

10:00 am Mind Control

10:30 am Mohawk HS Performs at
Disney

12:00 pm Montague Update

12:30 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders
6:00 pm Franklin County Matters

7:00 pm GMRSD (8/26/08)

9:30 pm Girls Softball

Saturday, September 6

8:00 am Living in the Shadow of
Vermont Yankee

9:00 am Silly Wizard

10:30 am Songs for Wee People

11:30 am Tapping Maple Ridge

12:30 pm Teachers at Sea

1:00 pm The Western Mass Democrat
6:00 pm Turkey Day Game 2007

8:30 pm The Well Being: The Ageing
Eye

9:30 pm 9-1-1 People, Facts and Stories
10:00 pm White House Chronicles

Sunday, September 7

8:00 am Fate of the Stallion
8:30 am Carlos W. Anderson:
the Truth

9:30 am Birds of Prey

11:00 am Coffee House Senes: Ferne
Borke, Dan Tinen, Bruce Kahn Trio
12:00 pm Elder Law

6:00 pm Women Girls & HIV

6:30 pm White House Chronicles

7-30 pm Valley Idol Semi Finals

10:00 pm The Well Being: HIV

Living

Monday, September 8

8:00 am The Well Being: Ergonomics
9:00 am The Three Rights of Spring
10:00 am This is Montague

10:30 am The Spint of L ake Pleasant
12:30 pm TFHS National Honor Society
6:00 pm The Epics at the Vou

7:00 pm Select Board (Lve)

10:00 pm The Flow of Time

11:00 pm The Spint of Lake Pleasant

Tuesday, September 9

8-:00 am Honky Thumbelina

9:00 am Journey to Wissatinnewag
9-30 am Physician Focus

10:30 am Over the Falls

11:30 am Peoples Harvest

1:00 pm Peske Park Dedication
6:00 pm Physician Focus

7:00 pm GMRSD (Live)

10:00 pm Preachin the Blues
11:00 pm Softball

Wednesday, September 10

8:00 am Reconciliation Ceremony

8:30 am Safe and Green Campaign
Forum

10:00 am Senior Self Defense

11:00 am Sheffield Play Dancing
Princess

12:00 pm Skin N Bonz

6:00 pm Senses of Place

7-30 pm Surviving the Vernon Reactor
8-30 pm Gommon People: Celtic Harp
10:00 pm Carlos W. Anderson: Living
the Truth

11:00 pm Fossil Tracks

Thursday, September 11
8:00 am Silly Wizard

9:00 am Sustainable Energy
10:00 am Tiny Tim

1100 am The Well Being:
Rehabilitation

12:00 pm UN Panel

6-:00 pm White House Chronicles

7:00 pm Select Board (9/8/08)

10:00 pm Underground Railway Concert

Arthritis

Norway some years ago, and

practicing  back country
mountaineering in  winter
weather.

They set out to hike the
Ptarmigan  Traverse,  first
accomplished by four

mountaineers in 1938, now
considered the most famous and
among the most challenging
high routes in the Northwest,
from Cascade Pass to the
Suiattle River. The trek should
have taken them five to seven
days.

“There are no trail markers,
no signs, nothing,” said Gibson.
“You are responsible for having
everything that you need when
you go in. It’s a place you can
go and not see another human
being.”

Edwards acknowledged the
difficulty of the traverse. “High
alpine passes, glaciers, rocky
peaks; it’s technical. You can’t
do it without crampons, rope.
ice axes. climbing harnasses,
rock and ice protection...” But
by week’s end, they had lost
much of their gear. and were
reduced to one pair of crampons
between them, half a tent, one
sleeping bag, no compass, no
trail guide, and no rope.

When Edwards and Gibson
finally did see other human
beings, after two nights of
clinging to each other for
warmth on the side of Dana
Glacier, the rescue party told
them they had given up hope of
finding them alive.

A friend met over the internet
drove Edwards and Gibson on
Sunday, August 24th, from the
southern end of the traverse,
where they left their rental car in
Darrington. to the Cascade Pass.
For the first few days. the trek
went as planned. Edwards had
hiked the traverse twice before;
it was Gibson’s first attempt.

“It was cloudy and rainy ever
since we left.” Edward recalled.
On Tuesday, a bad snowstorm
closed in on them, and they
considered digging in and
camping where they were, on
the LeConte Galcier.

“We would have been happy
as a clam camping there.” said
Edwards.

But the snowstorm broke up
before nightfall, and the pair
were able to spot a landmark
and make it down to White
Rocks Lake, a  glacial
meltwater.

The next day, Wednesday,
Edwards’ and Gibson’s goal
was to cross Dana Glacier to the
east of Spire Peak, find a certain
pass to continne south, where
the third gully on the left was
supposed to take them down to
Itswoot Lake, where they
intended to camp that night.

But, as Edwards recalled,
“We had been caught up in a
storm all night. We decided to
break camp and go for it at
11:00 am.”

Gibson chimed in, “Every
morning it had been snowing
and raining. The clouds broke
around noon: ‘We're going for
|

Edwards continued, “We got
to the main body of the glacier,
no problem. Then, at 2 pm., it
got extremely dark and cloudy.”

Gibson: “We roped up: we
got our hamesses on...”

Edwards: “There was one
hidden crevasse: my leg went
right out of sight...”

Gibson: “He was probably
30 feet in front of me. I could
barely see him.”

Recounting the story in
unison, the pair said they
continued on up the main body
of the glacier, heading south.
The visibility worsened; the air
was thick with flying sleet
which stung their eyes; they
wore dark glasses for limited

protection.
“The wind was blowing so
hard,” Gibson began, and

Edwards finished her sentence:
“At one point we both dropped
to the ground; the wind would
have rolled us right off. We put
the axe to the ground and held
on.”

Gibson said at this point,
“Keep moving,” was the order
of the day. “Everything was
good so far. We were going at a
good pace. You could see the
headwall, the top.”

But Edwards added, “You
couldn’t distinguish which peak
was which,” and the trail guide
specified finding a certain pass

just to the east of Spire Peak in
order to make it down the other
side of the glacier to Itswoot
Lake.

It was by then about 5 pm.
Gibson said in the driving ice
storm they decided to hike the
whole headwall and check out
all the different passes. “We
thought about camping on top,”
but the need to get down out of
the weather outweighed other
caution. They chose what they
thought was the correct pass and
headed down.

Edwards said the down
climbing was marked by a
ladder steep descent, with loose
rocks at every hand, all coated
with white ice. The going was
so difficult the pair finally
decided to lower Gibson’s
backpack down using a long
strip of webbing, to ease her
descent.

“She was cold and tired by
this time. One slip and you're
done for.”

Lowering the backpack until
only four inches of the webbing
remained, the pair could see a
ledge just beyond, and decided
to loose their hold of the pack
and let it slide to the ledge,
where they could climb down to
it. But it slipped beyond the
ledge. bounced. gained
momentum, and careened out of
sight, taking their only rope,
Gibson’s crampons, wallet, trail
guide, compass, sleeping bag,
and the top half of their tent
with it.

They took this fresh
adversity in stride. “All right.
We'll get it at the bottom. We're
going to be OK.”

They were making progress
down the mountain. It was
starting to get dark. The rocks
were totally wet and slippery.
Then they came to a narrow
ledge above hundreds of feet of
vertical drop.

Edwards recapped the
dilemma the pair found
themselves in at that point. “We
couldn’t go back again. It was
too slippery. We couldn’t go
down. It’s vertical. We parked
out and discussed it. We decided
to call 911. For some freak

2

reason. my phone worked!
continued next page
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It was 7:30 pm. on
Wednesday. With not much
battery left, Edwards knew he
had to speak clearly and
succinctly. Still, the dispatcher
was not prepared for the
information he gave her, and
rerouted the call several times,
until finally Skagit County
sheriff deputy Brad Holmes got
on the line.

“We’'re on the back side of
Spire Peak,” Edwards told him,
“on the opposite wall of Dana
Glacier.”

“No problem.” said Holmes.
“Just sit tight. We’ll get to you as
soon as we can.”

But there was the one little
problem of how to sit tight on an
eighteen inch ledge, at night, in
an ice storin, with one sleeping
bag and half a tent, and the wind
howling,

“It never let up,” said
Edwards. “We jammed in our ice
axes at our feet, curled the
sleeping bag around us.”
wrapped the tent on top of that,
and held tight to one solid rock.
Edwards was behind Gibson,
and they relied on each other’s
body warmth to stay alive.

“Every time we moved we
got violently cold,” Edwards
said. The ice and rain soaked to
their skin.

At 2 am. they reached
Holmes again on his cell phone.
“All helicopters are grounded
until the storm lifts.” Their
position on the mountain face
placed them at least a two day
hike in for rescuers on foot.

On Thursday morning, wind
and rain. They called Holmes a
third time. He told them they
were getting a ground crew up
there via helicopter. They stayed
in a positive frame of mind.
“We’re going to make it.”

Edwards said the pair decided
to leave the ledge and hike back
to the headwall of the glacier.
“We packed up and split. We
were wobbly and weary.”

He said the climb back up was
“very techmical. We had no
protection. We placed our hands
and feet really carefully.”

Gibson pointed out that
Edwards’ pack, with the wet
sleeping bag, weighed about 60

pounds at this point.

With one false move spelling
certain death, they free climbed
to the headwall of Dana Glacier
and spent Thursday night on the
top of the headwall.

Late in the day, they thought
they heard a helicopter for the
first time. They tried the cell
phone again. Holmes told them
they were done for the day; the
weather was too severe for the
helicopters to keep flying.

But one helicopter had
managed to land a three person
rescue crew from Bellingham
Mountain Rescue at Itswoot
Lake, and by dark the resucers
had hiked up and hunkered down
at the bottom of the glacier.

Gibson said, “That night was
not the greatest. The wind was
blowing...”

Edwards said what remained
of their tent was basically a bug
net with curtain attached. The
wind threaten to blow it and
them right off the glacier, so they
loaded the tent with rocks. At
least the lay of the land was
relatively flat, in comparison to
the ledge of the previous night.
They were even able to catch a
few z’s. In their waking hours,
the maintained a positive
mindset. “We're going to be
strong. We're going to make it.”

The storm never let up. Next
morning, they could not see the
sun. But at mid morning,
Edwards said, “T thought I heard
a human voice. I climbed out of
the tent and walked back and
forth on the headwall. calling
out,” until a climber answered.
The three men from Bellingham
Mountain Rescue had found
them.

They expressed amazement at
finding Edwards and Gibson
alive. “We thought we were
doing a body rescue.” they
admitted.

Though wet and cold
themselves, the rescue team was
able to provide Edwards and
Gibson with dry gloves. long
underwear, and hot soup, on a
camp stove. A physical check
revealed no  hypothermia.
Following the rescue team’s
footprints, they hiked out to
Itswoot Lake and caught a ride

EDWARDS PHOTO

The Dana Glacier, seen from the north. Spire Peak just to right of center. Edwards and Gibson should have

descended on the east (left) of Spire Peak. In whiteont conditions, they fook a pass to the west by mistake, and spent
one night clinging o an 18-inch ledge above a vertical drop, after losing half their gear, before free climbing back to
the fop on the second day. After another night on the glacier, they walked out with the resciie feam the following day.

on the Seahawk to the rescue
operation’s command center at
Concrete.

There, Robin Gibson’s father,
Bill Gibson, a resident of
Rochester, VT, was waiting to
shepherd them through the bank
of cameras and tape recorders
pointed at them. “I"m glad to see
you guys.” he said, understating
the emotion of the moment.

Bill Gibson had amrived by
plane and rental car from New
England the night before. “I"m
very much a praying man,” said
the elder Gibson, a congregant of
an Afro-American church in
Springfield. MA, St. John’s.
“There were marvelous prayer
circles all around the country. in
Washington, in Western
Massachusetts,” all pulling for a
successful outcome to the hikers’
plight.

He said he was impressed
with “the shape the kids were in,
and their general good spirits.”

‘When Bill Gibson had arrived
around midnight on Thursday,
Sheriff Holmes assured him that
the rescue team should have
reached the hikers the night
before, bringing them warm
clothes and food. But at eight
o’clock Friday morning. the
command center was notified
that the rescue team had been
unable to establish contact with
Edwards and Gibson that night.
“That was a dark moment for all
of us,” Bill Gibson said.

But twenty minutes later the
call came in that the rescuers

thought they had heard a
woman’s voice. “There was
elation in the group, clapping...”
and this feeling swelled when
more positive reports came in
minutes later that the couple had
been found, alive and well.

Bill Gibson said his daughter
complained only of having a sore
jaw from her teeth chattering so
hard. But that didn’t stop them
all from enjoying a steak dinner
away from the media’s prying
eye that evening, before heading
back East.

“T know she’s going to keep
adventuring.” said Bill Gibson
philosophically, speaking of his
daughter. “But anytime we have
a crisis, we gain through it, and

TREE from page 1
replanting.

Marcotrigiano. an arborist
at Smith College, said he
would be willing to volunteer
time on a weekend to walk the
route of the new sidewalks and
reassess trees with Stevens,
and to discuss species that
would be favorable for
planting in the tree belt.

Stevens, who in addition to
his role as tree warden has
numerous responsibilities for
the DPW including town
ballfields. sidewalks and the
park fountain, noted that a
large portion of the town’s tree
budget is spent removing trees
that are actually located on
private property. but which
residents claim were planted

we gain knowledge. They
experienced whiteout conditions
up on the ridge. People are quick
to say, ‘“What were they doing
there?” These kids were
extremely experienced. It could
have happened to anybody.”

Indeed. in the same storm, a
22-year-old climber fell and died
in the Southern Cascades.

Edwards and Gibson thanked
the dozens of rescue volunteers
who worked around the clock to
come to their assistance. They
might have added Gibson’s
mother, Helen, of Montague to
the list. She is the one who
finally persuaded Edwards to
bring a cell phone with them for
the trek.

by the town in former years. It
can cost several thousand
dollars to remove a tree.

Stevens did respond to
Marcotigiano’s  offer of
collaboration by noting that
the town has a grant to replant
20 trees, for starters.

Talking of the tree in front
of his house, Marcotrigiano
said he has “put $1,100 into
the tree the last five years for
pruning and two cables.”

Stevens said he will review
the status of the sugar maple in
front of 22 Union Street, along
with the other two posted trees
on that street.

The hearing ended with
citizens thanking Bergeron
and Stevens for their time.

M
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“That’s How I Roll”

BY NEIL SEVERN
GREENFIELD - Lately I've
been drawn to the phrase,
“That’s how I roll.” It is by no
means a new phrase, and it is
probably not one that a man in
his early 30s (like me) can insert
seamlessly into his
conversations. It finds its origins
in hip-hop culture, appearing in
the lyrics of a few rap songs in
the mid-1990s. More
conspicuously, “That’s how I
roll” was one of the catch
phrases thrown out by Will
Ferrell’s character in the 2004
movie Anchorman, and it
surfaces a few times in the 2007
cult hit film Superbad. 1 have
also seen the phrase screen-
printed on more than one t-shirt.
If past usage is any indication, it
seems to carry the meaning of,
“That’s how I do things: that’s
the way I choose to live.”

The wverb “roll” shows no
fewer than 32 defined senses in
Merriam-Websters Collegiate
Dictionary, Eleventh Edition
(transitive and intransitive), and
many of them imply ease of

Tuesday, 8/19

320 pm. Report of subject having
difficulty breathing on Route 2 near police
station. Subject refused medical
treatment.

Thursday, 8/21

9:36 p.m. Arrested
or
operating motor vehicle after suspension,

subsequent offense, possession of Class
E drug, subsequent offense.

Friday, 8/22

10:40 pm. Assisted Northfield police
with a loud party on Burnham Road.
Saturday, 8/23
3:10 p.m. Citation issued fo

Sunday, 8!24
320 pm. Officer flagged down by
passing motonst regarding a vehicle off
the road on Franklin Street, Millers Falls.
Subject had wrecker on the scene.
3:30 p.m. Arrested

efauit warrant.

ranspo

movement: “to impel forward
with an easy continuous
motion,” “to luxuriate in an
abundant supply” (as in “rolling
in money”) “to go forward in an
easy, gentle, or undulating
manner,” “to flow in a
continuous stream,” “to walk
with a swinging gait,” “to
proceed or progress with notable
ease or success” (as in “the team
was rolling™).

It should be no surprise that
so flexible a word has a fluid
presence in American idiom.
Perhaps its most well known
usage is in “rock and roll,”
which dates from the 1950s.
Truckers say, “Let’s roll” when
they’re ready to take to the road.

When you “roll with the
punches,” you ward off
adversity without changing

course. And of course, when you
are “on a roll,” you are enjoying
a streak of continuous success.
“Roll” carries with it a
connotation of coolness and
confidence, along with a refusal
to be deterred.

As might be expected with a

relatively new phrase. none of
the current dictionary definitions
for “roll” match up with the
“That’s how I do things” usage
conveyed in. “That’s how I roll.”
That’s because this usage is new
and unique, and still at the point
of its development where you
don’t see it expanded into other
contexts. You might see
something like “wait till you see
how I roll,” but not something
flipped around like, “T roll this
way.”

As with a lot of slang, its shelf
life is likely to be short. When
you hear it now it’s usually with
a heavy tinge of irony, wielded
by people who are situated far
from the phrase’s street origins.
The comedienne Kathy Griffin
used, “That’s how I roll” in a
2005 New York Times article,
and a year later, Chicago Sun-
Times film critic Richard Roeper
requested that the phrase be
officially put to bed. “You're not
rolling. I'm not rolling.
Nobody’s rolling. Enough with
the rolling,” Roeper wrote.

Rock on.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG
Great Dane, Erratic Driver on the Loose

Montague police for booking.
Monday, 8/25

207 pm. Report of domestic

disturbance at French King Restaurant
on Route 2.
2:22 pm.__ Arested

Tuesday, 8/26

9:00 am. Report of parking problem on
Route 63 at the elementary school. found
several vehicles blocking the travel lane.
Cited same.

10:45 pm__ Citation issued to

vehicle after license revocation.
Thursday, 8/28

12:50 p.m. Report of Great Dane walking
down Route 2. Located dog and returned
to owner. Advised of town by-law.

7:00 p.m. Citation issued to
# !r
opertaing a molor vehicle after
suspension of license and no license in
possession.

2:40 p.m. Citation issued to
or
operating a motor vehicle after revocation

Friday, 8/29
912 am. Citation issued to

after suspension of license.
Saturday, 8/30

12:20 pm. Report of abandoned motor
vehicle at Box Car Restaurant. Contacted
owner fo remove same.

505 pm. Report of ermralic driver on
Gunn Street. Reporting party stated
vehicle struck For Sale sign on the lawn
of a Gunn Street residence. Checked
area, vehicle gone on arrival.

Monday, 911

for insurance, unlicensed operation of a
motor vehicle and faillure fo wear
seatbelt.

5:02 pm. All Terrain Vehicle accident,
assisted Erving fire department and
Orange ambulance.

11:40 p.m. Report of suspicious person
at a Northfield Road residence. Subject
lost and given directions.

BUDGET from pg 1

charter school tuition losses in
recent years.

The $198.074  budget
reduction, approved by a 7-2
committee vote, with Mike
Langknecht and Sandy Brown
dissenting, still leaves the towns
of Gill and Montague facing a
deficit of $859,521 between
what their town meetings voted
to spend on the schools and
what the state has ordered them
to pay. In order to make a dent
in this deficit, the school
comumittee also approved. on an
8-1 vote, with Langknecht in
dissent, a disbursement of
$100.000 from the schools’ free
cash (excess and deficiency)
account, to reduce the towns’
assessments. This move will
remove a little more than 11%
of the budget deficit the towns
are facing in their school
assessments.

In July. Rocke reported the
GMRSD had approximately
$850,000 in the excess and
deficiency fund.

Langknecht voted against
using $100,000 of the schools’
reserves to reduce the towns’
assessments, saying he would
prefer to reduce the budget
further rather than use one time
monies to support a higher
figure that would be “built into
the base for next year.”

In a further attempt to ease
the towns’ budget woes, the
school committee voted 7-2 to
share any additional state funds
- in the form of a so-called
‘pothole grant’ - the GMRSD
may receive this fall. on a 50 -
50 basis with the member

towns.

Last year the GMRSD
received about $23,000 in
pothole funds.

Although she did not join
Langknecht and Brown in
opposing this motion, Sorrell
Hatch said she would like to see
more than 50% of pothole grant
funds given back to the towns
for municipal relief. if possible.

Brown stated her opposition
to the original motion, reducing
the budget by $198.074,
saying, “I think the schools are

UBELy

s ﬁ;ﬂﬁ GLI,L: )
m%;gon 65 :16 6Ly, a

uEGLu&

not doing enough to address the
straits the towns are in. I
understand Ken (Rocke)’s
turnaround plan has lots of
good things in it; I just don’t
think you can do them all in
one year. We now have fulltime
principals in every school, and
we've added a half time
administrative position at the
high school / middle school.
We’ve done good things.”

Brown continued, “Gill
can’t afford what they’re being
asked this year, and they have
no idea what they will do next
year. I don’t see in this whole
budget process any thinking
outside the box.”

For example, Brown noted.
as $153.000 in grant funded
programs have run out, the
GMRSD is adding those
programs into the regular
budget. “Will we always add
grant funded positions into the
budget?” she asked.

She said in other school
systems, parents come into the
schools as volunteers to tutor
children one on omne. She
argued that creative, low cost
solutions to educational needs
are required in tight budget
times.

Rocke said, “There are
many aspects of the turnaround
plan as yet unfunded. We need
additional reading specialists.
We need math coaches for the
middle school, computers for
our graphics programs. We
need to restore the high school
school-to-work guidance
program and so on. I believe if
the school committee did not
feel so acutely the budget
pressures the towns are feeling
this year, we’d be moving
ahead with additional elements
of the turnaround plan. But in
light of the budget situation in
both of our member towns, I
think  school committee
members felt it incumbent to be
satisfied for the moment with
the modest progress we’ve
been able to show.”

Registered voters from the
towns of Gill and Montague
will have a chance to weigh in
on the GMRSD budget at a
special district meeting at the
Turners Falls High School. on
Wednesday, September 17th, at
6:30 pm. There will be only

one item on the agenda:
whether to accept the
GMRSD’s proposed

$16.820.004 budget (the same
figure mandated by the state in
the 1/12th budget), “or take any
other action related thereto.”
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION
BY FRED CICETTI

LEONIA, NJ - Q. What’s the
best way to get rid of athlete’s
foot?

As a victim of athlete’s foot.
I’ve had a lot of experience
battling that nasty nuisance, so
I can add some personal notes
on this subject. I've had the
most success treating my ath-
lete’s foot with an Australian
remedy. I'll get to that later.

Athlete’s foot is caused by
tinea, a fungus that can also
cause jock itch and ringworm.
You can catch it from another
person, from animals or wet
surfaces such as the floors of
public showers.

Athlete’s foot symptoms

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

A randomized

How to Beat Athlete’s Foot

include dry skin, itching, burn-
ing, scaling, inflammation, and
blisters. If blisters break, tissue
becomes exposed and this can
be painful.

Athlete’s foot usually shows
up between the toes, especially
the last two toes. Tinea thrives
on feet because they are usual-
ly in shoes, which are perfect
for fungus - warm. dark and
humid.

The fungus can spread on
the feet. It can also travel to
other parts of the body if you
scratch your feet and then
touch elsewhere.

Before attempting to treat
what you think is athlete’s foot,
you should have your feet
examined by a doctor
Symptoms you assume are
from athlete’s foot could be
from eczema, psoriasis or other
maladies such as a skin reac-
tion to shoe dyes.

For a mild case of athlete’s

foot, your doctor may recom-
mend an over-the-counter or
prescription preparation. There
are antifungal sprays, powders,
creams and lotions. If you have
a severe case of athlete’s foot,
your doctor may prescribe an
oral medication.

After the medication works,
athlete’s foot recurs in some
people because they are prone
to get it. The tendency to get
athlete’s foot repeatedly is a
genetic condition.

This brings us to a remedy
that works better than any I've
tried since my first of many
cases of athlete’s foot, about 40
years ago. It’s tea tree oil. You
can get it in health food stores.

Tea tree oil is an essential oil
distilled from the leaves of
Melaleuca alternifolia, an
Australian plant. For many
years, the leaves of the plant
were used for treating cuts,
burns and infections.

controlled trial
examined the use of
25 percent tea tree
oil solution, 50 per-
cent tea tree oil solution, or a
placebo in 158 people with ath-
lete’s foot. After twice daily
applications for four weeks, the
tea tree oil was found to be sig-
nificantly more effective than
the placebo.

I have used many over-the-
counter products on athlete’s
foot. A few did not work at all.
A few were effective after sev-
eral weeks. I applied 100 per-
cent tea tree oil twice a day and
my athlete’s foot was gone in a
week. I've continued to apply it
once a day to prevent a recur-
rence.

Do not apply tea tree oil to
your feet without consulting a
physician. There are possible
side effects that include aller-
gic rash, redness, blistering,
and itching. I experienced a
mild burning sensation when I
applied the undiluted tea tree
oil, but had no other problems.

There are ways to prevent

Once Upon

FRAN HEMOND
MONTAGUE CENTER - As
Montague’s Sawmill River tum-
bles down over rocks just outside
the Book Mill’s windows, we
may give little thought to where
it’s been and what it’s been doing
these past centuries. Coming
down from Shutesbury with hills
and plains to furnish both
momentum and calm, the
Sawmill makes its way through
North Leverett and finally
sedately flows through
Montague Center, here and there.
until it gives a final burst of ener-
gy before reaching the
Connecticut River. By then, the
river has fallen 683 feet.

Its source is Lake Wyola,
whose size was doubled in 1883
by a dam that gave a boost to
waterpower on the river.

a Busy Little River

Time,

The Book
Mill was a
machine shop
in the nine-
teenth centu-
ry: the turbine
that ran it is
probably still
in existence.
More than a century ago, all
along the banks of the river and
its brooks from the Shutesbury
heights to the Connecticut River,
enterprising folks had hamessed
the Sawmill’s waterpower.
Gristmills were grinding com
and wheat. Little factories were
producing such items as sap
buckets. gunpowder, furniture,
woolen cloth, crowbars, hoes
and nails, scythes and boxes.

Perhaps most fascinating

today is the sawmill currently

i J&NEL NOC‘KLEBl PHOTO
A p;rfﬂre.rgﬂe view of the Sawmill River.

being restored at North Leverett.
During World War II, when sub-
marine warfare was taking its toll
of our ships and lives, the
sawmill was our country’s
source for forty-foot-long keels
for sub chasers. The trees. the
machinery and the capability for
this important job were all found
right here in Franklin County.
Moore’s Corners, further up
North Leverett Road, features an
old schoolhouse, now restored to
serve as an historical museum. It

is open on Sundays from 1 to
3 p.m.. a charming little fed-
} eral-style building that offers
good information on this
| unique little town.

Continue along the
woodsy road around curves
and up the hills, and come to
By the source of this once busy
& little river, Lake Wyola. My
| father called it Locke’s Pond,
and told of driving assorted
cousins and family by horse
and wagon to daylong picnic
and swimming parties from
Montague Center. No party
for him, the oldest of the
group, lifeguard and fire maker.

Today, a quick trip by car up
North Leverett Road takes you to
Lake Wyola (Indian for Quiet
Water) State Park, with its clear
water and a well-supervised
sandy beach. It is open from
Memorial Day to Labor Day,
from about 9:30 am. to 7 p.m. It
is a worthy source for the elusive
Sawmill River that has served so
many, for so long.

getting athlete’s foot. The best
general advice is to keep your
feet clean and dry. Here are
some good specific tips:

* When you can. remove
your shoes.

* Change your socks at least
once daily.

* Avoid walking barefoot in
public areas. Wear sandals or
flip-flops in communal show-
ers.

* Never borrow other peo-
ple’s shoes.

* Dry carefully between the
toes after showering.

» Apply antifungal foot pow-
der daily to feet and inside
shoes.

* Wear shoes and socks
made of natural materials that
breathe.

* Don’t wear the same shoes
two days in a row; give shoes a
chance to dry out.

* Have a veterinarian check
your pets for fungus.

If you have a question,
please write to
Jfred@healthygeezer.com.

Breakfast Seven Days
6am.-2pm
Sundays 8 a.m.-1p.m.

Great Fally
Farmery

Mavket
Wednesdays

3 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine
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& 2nd Street
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Annuals, Perennials
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Call (413) 863-9026
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O the Common

(413) 774-4808
John C. Davis

[ hrector

THE TEXTILE CO. INC.

Retail Fabric Store

* Cotton = Silks * Polvesters ® Vinyls *

* Quilning Supnplies ¢ Patterns * Calicos * Notions
CASI & CHECKS ONLY =
Mon-Sac 9-5:20, Fri. 1il :2) * Closed Mon. - June, July, August

(413) 773-7516

Power Square

Greenficld

Call 413-549-0001
or order online at
www.cowls.com

Sawmill Outlet Sale (.

While supplies last!

BUILDING SUPPLY

1x8 rough premium pine - 54¢/1f
3" wide rough pine slabs - 96¢/bf
1x4 rough standard pine - 12¢/1f
1x6 rough hemlock boards - 23¢/f
1x8 rough standard pine - 44¢/If

fi 125 Sunderland Road
North Amherst

Visit Cowls Buflding Supply for more great deals!

g ENFIp
R il )

Est. i

Veterinary
_ Clinic

Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 774-9919

Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield

Upholstery Marerial

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County’s Newest
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

774-7T775

Easy in-town location “m‘
Secure 24-hour access “‘”‘m‘i

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA
Contractors. Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors

and Artists encouraged to mquire

e

CRESCENT

\]J(ﬁ

Alan Lambert

FIREARMS

TAKING ORDERS FOR ALL YOUR
FIREARM & AMUNITION NEEDS

Moon

413.863.2964
413.834.1692
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JEP’S PLACE Part LXXXVIII

Barn Fire

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL -- Late one night, I was
sound asleep when Ma and Pa
came home. Something woke
me. An eerie red light bathed
the entire bedroom. Shouts
came from outside the
window. I could see that the
yard was lit up, but I couldn’t
figure out the source of the
light. I could only hear shouts
- desperate shouts.

I ran downstairs and stood
in the open kitchen doorway.
Fire engulfed the entire barn.
The yard was lit in bright
orange light. A fierce roaring,
punctuated by popping and
snapping, spellbound me. I
could feet the intense heat.
Flames surrounded the barn,
clinging to the structure as

though it were not consuming
it at all. A burning board near
the peak pulled away and fell
to the ground in flames. The
rest of the barn stood like an
animal in shock, waiting to be
devoured by the raging fire.
Ma was in the pantry,
frantically pumping water
into a pail. She shouted, on
her way by. telling me to put
on my pants because people
would soon be coming to put
out the fire. Her words
brought me out of my trance.
Put out the fire? I wanted to
tell her there would be no
putting out this fire. I could
see it was hopeless. Ma threw
the pail of water on the
woodshed attached to the
house. The water turned to
steam as soon as it hit the
shed. T wondered how long

REPORTER GLASSIFIEDS chll 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

S6 FOR 20 WORDS:; 15 GENTS FOR EAGH ADDITIONAL WORD
RUN SAME AD TWIGE, THIRD WEEK FREEE

BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau & Bow
Wow is a VERY successful “clean-out,
hauling, and snow plowing” business.
Community oriented, environmentally
friendly, FUN, interesting, and unique. Please
call Sita for details: (413) 834-7569.

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small -

General Carpentry and home repairs.
Custom shelves a specialty. Call David, (413)
863-9296.

COORDINATOR SQUGHT - Commenwealth
Corps Opportunity: North Quabbin Timebank
Coordinator. We are hiring a coordinator of
the North Quabbin Timebank to make it a
meaningful part of our regional economy and
community. The NQ Timebank serves the 8
towns of the North Quabbin and is a free
web-based community currency enabling
members fo exchange services without the
use of cash. We currently have 41 members
and are inspired by the successes of the
Portland, Maine Time Bank which has 700
members who exchanged 20,000 hours of
services last year! To see a short video about
our Time Bank: www.ngtimebank.org.
Compensation will start at $10,000 for a fotal
of 1600 hours of service over the year, with a
$2000 bonus at completion. There is a
generous health insurance benefit.
Questions and letters of interest, contact
Karen Wemer: kwerner@montaguema.net

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT - Two rooms in
private suite with waiting and bathroom,
skylights, beautiful view, downtown
Greenfield. Therapist or healing arts
practiioner, $450, inclusive. (413) 522-5675.

POSITION OPEN - at Montague Catholic
Social Ministries. Family Support Worker:
20 hour/ week. Provide strength based
home wisiting services, support and
advocacy to families who are referred fo
MCSM. The primary focus of this grant is on
early and family literacy. Bachelor's Degree
preferred or a combination of an Associates
Degree and extensive strength based home
visiting experience. Expenience working with
diverse families, knowledge of child
development, early literacy, and providing
family support and parenting education will
also be considered. Strong collaborative
skills are essential in working with social
workers and other providers in the
community. Rate of pay commensurate with
expenience. Interested candidates submit
resume to: MCSM P.O. Box 792, Turmers
Falls, MA 01376, Ait: Sharron Denman,
Executive Director.

SEASONAL POSITIONS AVAILABLE -
Apply in person. 102 Christian Lane Whately,
MA 01373, Or onling at
www.yankeecandle.com/careers

Reporter Subscribers!

Any paid subscriber to the Montague Reporter
may have one free classified ad in 2008, up to 20
words. Contact us at 413-863-8666 or
reporterdMontaguema.net
(Pay for a second week, get a third week freel)

before the house caught fire
and began burning too.

The town fire warden
arrived with some copper fire
extinguishers. Embers falling
on the house roof were
starting little fires. He put
them out, one by one. Then
he began shooting an
extinguisher at the wooden
saw rig platform that had
caught fire.

He hollered to ask if there
was gasoline in the saw rig
gas tank. Ma hollered back,
“No.” Somehow, the gas tank
didn’t blow up. Perhaps the
gasoline had evaporated from
the heat. Maybe we were just
lucky. The exploding gas tank
would have blown flaming
gasoline onto the woodshed
hooked to the house.

I ran upstairs to get
dressed and to wake my
brother and sisters to tell
them to get out of the house.
The image of people burning
in the holy picture appeared
in my mind. Would we be like
the people in the fire? Was

God  punishing us. I
wondered.

Firemen arrived from
Turners Falls, five miles

away. The firemen didn’t lay
a hose to the fire pond by the
brook. “Too late,” they said.
My mother and Irene lugged
a washtub of water from the

WE DIG
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e \Washed Stone
e Title V Sand & Gravel
* Processed Gravels
® Red Rock Stone
+ 50# bags or bulk
# Brick Red Bark Mulch
® Mason Sand
s TRG
& oam), screened/unscreened

(4131 7714-128%

brook. The firemen threw a
suction hose into the tub.
‘Water shot onto the woodshed
where it immediately turned
to steam. In seconds the tub
was empty. Ma and Irene
gave up.

Cars kept coming. People
parked along the road and in
the fields. They helped Pa lug
furniture out of the house.
More people came to help.
They put contents from the
house out onto the front lawn
by the road on the side away
from the barn.

I wanted to watch the fire
because I knew it was a once
in a lifetime experience. But
my brother Louis was crying
hysterically. He didn’t want
to see the fire and didn’t want
me to leave him. I wrapped
him in a featherbed quilt. He
cried in terror whenever I
tried moving away from him.
So I stayed with him,
watching people running,
smelling the wood smoke,
listening to the flames roar
and crackle, seeing the yard
illuminated, hearing the
frantic shouts.

While I sat with Louis, two
men began gathering
chickens from the fenced
range. They stuffed them into
burlap bags. “Hey! What are
you doing? I asked.

“We’re saving ‘em, kid,”
said one of the men. A
cigarette sticking out of his
mouth waggled up and down
as he talked. His speech was
slurred.

The other man laughed,
“Yah, we’re taking ‘em to a
safe place.”

“No you’re not:
stealing them.”

“Shut up, you little brat.”
the man with the waggling

DEERFIELD VALLEY
ART ASSOCIATION

NEW MEMBERS
ART SHOW

Opening Reception on
Sept. 5th « 5:30-7:00
Show Runs Sept.5th-Sept 28th
Thur-Sat. 10-4 & Sun. 1-4
Free & Open to the Public
DVAA GALLERY 38 -

38 AVENUE A - TURNERS FALLS

you're

cigarette said. They jumped
into their car and drove off.

Our dog Skippy ran up and
down the road, dragging his
chain and barking his head
off. A second fire truck from
Greenfield stopped a half
mile away. Firemen sat on a
distant neighbor’s lawn and
watched the barn burn to the
ground. Someone took Louis
to their car and comforted
him.

People ran in and out of
the house., carrying out the
contents. I realized then that
the house would probably
soon burn, just like the barn. I
wondered if this was all a bad
dream. How can you go to
sleep in your bed and wake
up to a nightmare like this?

The scene was one of
increasing panic, confusion,
and frantic shouts. People
threw clothes and bedding on
top of furniture scattered all
over the front lawn. Someone
took the girls® clothes for
safekeeping. We never saw
the clothes or the chickens
again. Years later when a new
family moved to town. the
father talked with a cigarette
waggling in the corner of his
mouth.

Arnold Studer and his wife
Mabel took us to their turkey
farm, and put us to bed.
Mabel put Louis and me in a
bed together. It was about
four o’clock in the morning
by that time. After I used the
bathroom, I tried to stay
awake. It was almost dawn,
and I was scared to death I"d
wet the bed. I figured, to be
safe, I"d stay awake. When it
started to get light I closed
my eyes for a second and
dozed off. The next thing I
knew, I felt wetness. I was
wetting the bed!

I jumped out of bed, got
dressed and went downstairs,
hoping they’d think Louis
was the culprit. No one ever
said anything. I don’t know if
they ever figured out who did
it, but I always felt guilty
about making it look like
Louis had committed the
dirty deed.

- Continued next issue
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W Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351

-;::;i EDWARDS TREE SERVICE | | ic #134741
Matthew Edward Insured
atthew Edwards R
# Storm Damage Prevention & # Owner '};%% EASTERN 413-863-2888
Restoration # Climb -
# Cabling & Bracing .- = {::} WEATHERIZATION Calbl S Beallty NOOI(
; ¥ Insured Specializing in Cellulose Insulation

¥ Shade Tree Maintenance Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed 29 G Street, Turners Falls
£ Tre Homoval Open Tue, Thurs, Fri

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

Toll Free
866-262-5361

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer

Wendell * 978-544-7452

W\ ooty Featy

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS
01376
413-863-3133

PERSONE MRS, 1ULLS 6 ESTRTES, UDRRER'S COMP

56 4TH STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
HOME (413) 367-9970
EAX (413) B63-4949

TELE: (413)772-8862-—— CELL: (413)512-0413

Craig Dalrymple
409 DEERFIELD STREET + GREENFIELD

Sales Associate
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th
Franklin County Fair Parade. 5 p.m.
Join the Solar Rollers on bicycles in the
No Nukes contingent. Parade begins at
the Greenfield Middle School parking
lot. Info cchang@nukebusters.org.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5th

At the Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Story Time. Come listen
to the story of Owl Moon by Jane
Yolen. Young people will enjoy learning
about the natural world though this
lovely book. 11 - 11:30 a.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Lovewhip! New wavelelectro dance
band from Boston.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mass Produdtion,
Simon White, Joe Cunningham and
Christian Marano make this reggae
night something special, 9 to 11 p.m.

SATURDAY,SEPTEMBER 6th

At the Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Nature Observers, Track
Changing Seasons. Join Refuge staff
to explore ways fo create nature jour-
nals and share your observations with
others. Open to all ages, 1fo 2 p.m.
Photographer's Opening: Portraits,
Fantasies, and Diverse Gallimaufry.
Join us in the Great Hall to meet pho-
tographer Bruce Kahn and explore his
atypical portraits of nature, 2 - 4 pm.
www. brucekahn.net

At The Bookmill, Montague Center:
David Lovelace - Scattershot: A
Memoir of My Bipolar Family. Reading,
signing, selling of books, celebration,
mayhem, 8 p.m.
www davidlovelace_info

At the Shea Theater, Tumners Falls:
The Heart of the Valley Chorus, a high-
energy women's a cappella group, per-
forms a variety of music, jazz,
Broadway, vaudeville and contempo-
rary. The Fabulous Maurice and his
accordion opens the show. 2 p.m.$7,
info. 863-2281. www.theshea.org

ENTEIITAINNT

Great Falls Farmers
Market: rain or shine on
the comner or 2nd St. and
Ave A, Turners Falls.
Fresh farm products,
baked goods, maple

é products, plants, crafts, 3
E tobpm.

d

z  THURSDAY,

ﬁ SEPTEMBER 11th

3 Deja Brew, Wendell:
5 Free Range, rock out
% with Betsy, Mark & Bruce

to oldie cover tunes from

Compton Maddux and The Dirt Simple Band
Saturday, September 13th at The Wendell Full
Moon Coffeebouse, 8 p.m. Maddusx brings bis unigue
brand of urbane, country, finny, new wave music-mark-
ing to the stage, bring your dancing shoes!

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Ghast
Ramblers. 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER T7th

Great Falls Geowalk 1 - 2:30 pm.
Turner Falls lies amidst some of the
most interesting geology of Western
Massachusetts. Join Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and
Recreation Park Interpreter and geolo-
gist Steve Winters for a leisurely 90-
minute stroll back in time to rocks that
formed in the Mesozoic Era—about
200 million years ago. Meet at the
Discovery Center. Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: 2 Ghast Qruarted,
jazzy blues with a taste of fist fight
swing, 9to 11 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th

Evening Sing-A-Long at the Montague
Center Library, 6:30 p.m. Linda
Hickman, plays guitar and banjo and
performs a variety of children’s music.
For children of any age and their fami-
lies_Info, call the Carnegie Library 863-
3214 during the week, or Montague
Center Library, 367-2852, Mon_ eve.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Slope Editions presents a reading of
poetry and prose, 7 p.m. Featuring
poet Mary Clare Powell and writer
Dennis Barone. Free!

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

At the Discovery Center, Turners Falls:
Science and Nature Brown Bags, bring
your lunch to the Great Hall for a 30-
minute presentation on science or
nature. Continues Wednesdays 9/17,
and 924 from 1210 to 12:45 p.m.
Topics include the science of climate
change, continental drift and plate tec-
tonics, the history of dinosaurs collect-
ing in the Pioneer Valley, the geologic
origin of the Connecticut River. Free.

60's and 70's, 8- 10 pm.

FRIDAY,

SEPTEMBER 12th

At the Great Falls
Discovery Center:
Friends Coffeehouse,
Songwriting Contest
Finals. This spring, the
Connecticut River
Watershed Council put
out a call for songs about
the Connecticut River,
and received 65 submis-
sions from songwriters
from the four states that
border the river. The ten
best songs will be per-
formed in this special
“Finals Concert” in the
Great Hall. Judges panel
will select the final con-
test winners. 7 - 9 pm.
Suggested donation $6 -
$12 (children come free).
Info_ call 863-3221 x3.

Montague Senior Center
and Comcast present an
information session at
Montague Senior Center
12:30 p.m_All are welcome to this free
session, but sign ups are required at
863-9357. On February 17, 2009 local
television stations will begin broadcast-
ing a digital signal. TVs without con-
verter boxes will no longer pick up any
signal.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mather Tuurlle,
soul rock, 9to 11 p.m.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Evenspedk, rock & roll covers, 9:30 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

SEPTEMBER 12th & 13th

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls:
Shall We Dance. Fred and Ginger in a
musical drama directed by Mark
Sandrich, 1937 7:30 p.m. with music
before the movie at 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th

At The Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Monarch Mania! -
Explore the life cycle and migration of
the Monarch Butterfly 1 - 3 pm. Join
educator Rachel Roberts and Ranger
Sue Cloutier for an afternoon learning
about Monarch butterfies & tag and
release Monarch butterflies into the
wild. No pre-registration required, free
for families with young children. Info
www grealfallsma.org.

Hallmark Institute of Photgraphy public
reception for Andarge Asfaw & Lynn
Goldsmith - 1 to 5 p.m. Artist Talk in
the auditorium at Hallmark Institute of
Photography, Turners Falls, 7:30 p.m.

6th Annual John Putnam Fiddlers’
Reunion & Sunflower Contest. Bring
your fiddle, guitar, banjo, bass, har-
monica or other instruments, join infor-
mal jams. Old-time, Appalachian, Irish,
Quebecois, Swedish. Also the sun-
flower contest - carry your biggest and
best sunflowers on stalks or bouquets.
At the Energy Park, Miles Street,

Greenfield. Bring a chair or blanket.
Noon_774-6051 x 14

Conference at the Great Falls
Discovery Center, Tumers Falls:
Working Woodlands & Land Trusts:
Responsible Forest Management as a
Conservation Strategy for
Massachusetts. Info (413) 397-8800 or
emily@masswoodlands.coop.

At The Bookmill Montague Center:
Autonomous Battleship Collective
presents Joe McPhee / Paul Flaherty /
Chris Corsano trio with special guest
Josh Burkett. Creative jazz. Arrive
early for couches, armchairs, and to
browse the books. Shows begin
around 8 pm, $5-10.

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse,
Wendell Center. Compton Maddux and
The Dirt Simple Band. Open Mic
begins at 7:30p.m., feature at 8 p.m.
For Open Mic sign up www.wendellfull-
moon.org. Admission is $6 - $12 at the
door; kids 6-12 $2; under 6 free. Partial
proceeds to benefit the Wendell Full
Moon Coffeehouse.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase
Group, acoustic folk/singer songwriter,
Qmﬁpm

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Second Sunday Comedy show. Three
Comics for $5, 830 pm
www. L aughAtDave com/SecondSunday

Deja Brew, Wendell: Sieve Crow,
Peber Kim & Joe Fitgpalrick, warped
Americana, 7-30 to 10 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th
The Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: Rusty Bell.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH
Montague Grange, Montague Center:
Contra Dance, 4 to 10 p.m. Gender-
role-free contra dance. Open to all.

Fourth Annual Northfield Summer Arts
Fest, 10 am. - 4 p.m. On the grounds
of Green Trees Gallery, 105 Main
Street, Northfield. Art, food booth,
bands, children’s activities.

SATURDAY &
SEPTEMBER 20 th & 21st
The North Quabbin Garlic and Arts
Festival. Forster's Farm, Orange.
www garlicandarts org

SUNDAY,

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Death
Vesswl with Micah Blue Smaldone, 9
p.m. Tickets $8 in advance at the bar,
$10 by phone and at the door.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4th

12th Annual Source to Sea Cleanup.
Dozens of groups return for 4-state
effort help out on the Connecticut River

Watershed Council's Cleanup. New
and returning volunteers are asked to
register with CRWC by Friday,
September 5. www_ctriver.org for info!

GREENFIFLD
CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www_gardencinemas. net
Showtimes for
Fri, September 5th - Thurs, September 11th

1. MAMMA MTA DAILY 6:30 9:00
FRI, SAT. SUN 12:00 3:00 PGI13
2. DEATH RACE DAILY 6:30 9:00
FRI SAT SUN 12 3:00 R DTS sound
3. THE DARK NIGHT PGI13
DATLY 7:15 FRIL SAT, SUN 12 3:15
4. TROPIC THUNDER R DAILY
6:45 9:15 FRI SAT SUN 12:15 3:15
5. SISTERHOOD OF THE
TRAVELING PANTS PGI3
DAILY 6:45 FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15
S.PINEAPPLE EXPRESS R
DATLY 9:15 FRI, SAT. SUN 3:45
6. BABYLONAD. PGI3

DAILY 7:00 9:30 DTS sound
FRI. SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30

7. THE HOUSE BUNNY PGI13
DATLY 7:00 9:30 DTS sound
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30

5P 2 M 2 e e e e e P 2 e e e L e L e

Open Wed-Sun at 5 p.m.
No Cover Any Night
Friday. 9/5, 9-11 p.m.
Saturday. 9/6, 9 - 11 p.m.
Thursday, 9/11 - 8 - 10 p.m.

’s & T0's Covers: Free
Friday. 9/12,9-1l pm.
Soul Rock: Mother | wrile
Saturday. 9/13, 9 - 11 p.m.
Sunday, 9/14, 7:30 - 10 p.m.
Warped Americana:

Wednesday, 9/17 - 8 - 10 p.m.

978-544-BREW

ST7A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6 pm.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3-6 pm.
THURS - Drop-n, 3-6 pm.

& Movie Night, 6 -8 pm.

Bree (exccept sonse trips), open to local

feens. Some require permiission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376

@@slopeediﬁohs

Presents a Free Poetry
and Prose Reading

At The Rendezvous

7 PM Monday 9/8/2008

78 3rd Street, Turners Falls
(413) 863-2866

www.rendezvoustfma.com

Mary Clare
Powell

“bites [into her subject] and
offers its essence back to us”
- Genie Zeiger

Dennis
Barone presens

“delirious licerary plateaus
that ensnare the mind”
- Review of Comtemparary Fiction

Groundsource LLC.

Geothermal Heat Pump
Design & Installation

Call Dave @ 413-587-0021
www.Atlanticgroundsource.com

DON SKOLE
PRESIDENT

¢ Skole Insurance Agency

AUTO + HOME ¢+ COMMERCIAL + MOTOR CLUB

LIFE AND HEALTH PLANS

91 MAIN STREET
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
(413) 773-7349

FAX 774-6938

(508) 544-5431

Great Ice Cream, Fair Trade Coffee,
and a Whole Lot More!

breakfast or lunch

286 Main Street, Greenfield, MA 413-641-0030

Treat yourselfto

at Bart’s Café
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SILENT SPRING, AGAIN? .

BY EMILY MONOSSON
MONTAGUE - In her 1962
publication, Silent Spring,
Rachel Carson wrote about a
spring in the near future, poten-
tially silenced by “indiscrimi-
nate use of pesticides” with
names like DDT, lindane, aldrin
and mirex. What she didn’t write
about back then are the now
infamous perfluorinated chemi-
cals used in nonstick and water-
proof surfaces., the polybromi-
nated flame retardants that are
infused into textiles and plastics,
or the triclosan and triclocarban
antibacterials in soaps, tooth-
pastes and a range of consumer
goods. She couldn’t have,
because back then no one knew
that these chemicals, used pri-
marily in consumer products,
would eventually find their way
into not only you, but also your
neighbor, and your neighbor’s
neighbors, and, depending on
the chemical. possibly into their
uncle in Alaska and definitely
into the polar bear that just
roamed through their uncle’s
town.

Instead, Carson chronicled
what in retrospect seems
obvious now: That spraying
long-lasting (and here I mean
decades-long) chlorinated
chemicals like DDT - which
accumulate in the fat and are
designed to be toxic - on
farms, suburbs, and even
cities just wasn’t smart. But if
her expose seems so obvious
now, why almost fifty years

THE NEIGHBORHOOD TOXIGOLOGIST

Connecticut. It was disgusting.
But.” he conceded, “none of us
were really sure what to do
about these things.”

Barely a year old at the time
of publication, and not cog-
nizant of books except maybe as
suitable teething material, I
don’t recall its publication or the
impact it had on my suburban
life, although I do recall tanker
trucks trundling along our road.
spraying for mosquitoes and
gypsy moths; the shelf in the
garage full of bottles and spray
cans that my father used to com-
bat whatever ailed his beloved
trees and shrubs; and, befitting
my current occupation, I recall
mixing up my own toxic potions
from cleaning materials stashed
under the sink or in the laundry
room, and testing them out on
the earwigs and carpenter ants
that raced along our swing set.
Unlike Jeff, I was clueless.

Thankfully, there were plenty
of folks who were neither clue-
less, nor baffled about what
could be done to avert the
impending environmental disas-
ter described so elegantly by

www.smartplanet com

- Ty Y

later are scientists finding, in |

addition to the remnants of
pesticides banned years ago. |
industrial fluorinated and §
brominated
water, sediments, wildlife and
humans? And why is one of
the “next generation” of
shorter lived, barely-bioaccu-
mulative pesticides, atrazine,
turning up in surface and
groundwater supplies across the
nation?

There is no doubt that the
publication of Silent Spring
awakened the American public
to the very real consequences of
“better living through chem-
istry.”

“I was in 8th or 9th grade.”
recalls my neighbor Jeff, “and
learned about it from the main-
stream media. It had a pretty big
impact. Tt started to frame the
way you looked at things. I
remember kayaking down the

chemicals in G4

Carson. Eight years after Silent
Spring, the US Environmental
Protection Agency, the primary
body responsible for registra-
tion, release and management of
chemicals, was born.

Of the December 2nd, 1970
launch of the agency. Jack
Lewis, writing for EP4 Journal
noted, “...Surely no factor was
more pivotal in the birth of EPA
than decades of rampant and
highly visible pollution. But pol-
lution alone does not an agency
make. Ideas are needed - better
yet a whole world view - and
many environmental ideas first
crystallized in 1962. That year
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saw the publication of Rachel
Carson’s Silent Spring.... In
fact, EPA today may be said
without exaggeration to be the
extended shadow of Rachel
Carson. The influence of her
book has brought together over
14,000 scientists, lawyers, man-
agers, and other employees
across the country to fight the
good fight for ‘environmental
protection.”™

That’s an impressive legacy.
But sometimes, I wonder what
Carson would think of her lega-
cy today?

Reading Silent Spring for the
first time (I am ashamed to
admit), it’s unsettling that nearly
fifty years later, albeit on a dif-
ferent scale, Carson’s writing is
still relevant. T don’t mean the
details; the events Carson
described are hard to imagine by
anyone who didn’t live through
those times, or who doesn’t live
near farms where aerial spaying
is still in use. It’s been over 30
years since DDT fell from the
sky like snow, and housewives
swept pellets from their front
steps or washed the stuff out of

nated chemicals

their kids’ hair, and the death of
so many songbirds suggested a
bleak future.

No doubt, we are all better off
thanks to the EPA’s many chem-
ical regulations and policies. yet
on a different scale, pesticides
and industrial chemicals contin-
ue to contaminate water, con-
sumer products, wildlife and
humans. And scientists, rather
than focusing on lethality and
reproductive success are Now
measuring more subtle changes
in wildlife like altered reproduc-
tive function and development.
The perfluorinated and poly-
brominated chemicals provide
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examples of history
repeating itself - even
with regulations in place.
Sometimes chemicals
slip by because scientists
haven’t figured out how
to measure them in the
environment. Sometimes
they slip by because no
one expected them to be
there, and sometimes
they slip by because the industry
that produced and released them
didn’t provide all the relevant
data. But thanks to greater col-
lective environmental awareness
(and by this T mean consumers,
activists, scientists, policy mak-
ers and even industry), unlike
with DDT, it won’t take us over
a decade to phase out fluorinat-
ed and brominated chemicals.
It’s already happening.

But then there’s atrazine. The
top selling herbicide in the
United States, banned by the
European Union in 2003,
atrazine is an example of a “new
and improved” pesticide gone
awry.

Applied primarily to corn,
with minor uses including lawns
and golf courses, the
EPA estimates that
roughly 73 million
pounds of atrazine are
applied to crops each
year. Compared to the
longevity of the chlori-
nated pesticides like
DDT, atrazine lasts for
merely a blink in time,
| with a half-life 146
| days or so (and in these
more enlightened days

even that’s considered
Hlong-lived.)
it T g Unfortunately, once
atrazine works its way
into ground water it
may last for years. The
result? Atrazine is one of the
most commonly detected con-
taminants in surface and
groundwater in the Midwest,
and, to a lesser degree, in the
Northeast, including in
Masschusetts. Though detected
concentrations often fall well
below EPA’s three part-per-bil-
lion drinking water standards,
there are a growing number of
studies suggesting that other
species. particularly amphib-
ians, may be susceptible to
much lower concentrations.

University of California,
Berkeley researcher Tyrone
Hayes reported back in 2003
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Molecular model for Atrazine, the fop
selling herbicide in the United States

that exquisitely low concentra-
tions of atrazine, as low as 0.1
ppb. altered the steroid hormone
balance in frogs, feminizing
male frogs and resulting in her-
maphrodism and demasculiza-
tion of the vocal cords. And just
recently, Krista McCoy and oth-
ers, publishing in Environmental
Health Perspectives, reported a
link between hectares of farm-
land and feminization in local
frogs. Although the authors did-
n’t measure specific pesticides.
one suspect is atrazine.

All this got me to wondering
- where’s our EPA? Atrazine
was recently up for re-registra-
tion, an opportunity for EPA to
review data accrued over the
years since a pesticide is first
registered. Afrazine was regis-
tered back in 1958, well before
scientists were clued in to subtle
reproductive and developmental
impacts caused by small con-
centrations of chemicals. Surely.
I thought, given the pervasive
groundwater contamination and
the recent data on frogs,.
atrazine’s registration - if not
revoked - would at least be
restricted or at the very least the
allowable environmental con-
centrations (the “chronic criteri-
on”) would be reduced below
those found to impact amphib-
ians?

“We anticipate this chronic
criterion, when finalized later
next year. will fall within the
range of 10 to 20 ug/1 [ppb].”
wrote Frank Gostomski of EPA’s
Health and Ecological Criteria
Division. But if Haye’s studies
hold up to scientific scrutiny,
and there are a growing number
of studies that suggests they do.
then EPA’s concentrations are
much higher than those found to
feminize male frogs.

Though hard to imagine. is it
possible that in our own back-
yard where spring peepers and
cluckers keep us awake, some
day - thanks to “indiscriminate
use of pesticides™ - spring could
be silenced once again?
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Announcing the Energy-Efficient Mortgage (EEM)
Allows you to borrow for energy improvements when
buying a home such as: New Furnace, Windows,
Insulation, Solar, Wind and more!

SAVE MONEY, CONSERVE ENERGY, [LIVE COMFORTABLY!

CALL
TiM PREVOST Lunch Tuesday — Saturday
413-773-8984 QD Satneday breakfast

Call fo reserve space for Bridal Showers,
Baby Showers & Spesial Qusazione!

Wedding Cakes ¢ Specily! @
Cafe & Bakery
104 Fourth Street, Turnere Falle
412-862-8900

Open Twe-Fi 7-4:30m = Sal 7-2
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Propane Filling Station
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

010,

Rte. 2, Gill
§63-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)
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