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Leverett Forms Education The Phe1101111H1al Fn11kUn 011nty P111np 111 Fedlval 
Study Committee 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - tions about the equitable funding 
The town of Leverett has estab- of the middle school by the 
lished an education study com- region, which includes Shutes
mittee to report to the spring town bmy, Pelham, and Leverett, none 
meeting about options for the of which are planning to shift 
future public education of their sixth grades to Amherst. 
Leverett students. Formation of Additionally, Hajir said, some 
the study commit- members of the 
t h • l ·11 "If A.tnherst wants to Aml1erst school ee, w IC l Wl 

include represen- go their own way, let committee have 
tatives of the them go." called for dissolv-
s e I e ct board, -Rich Brazeau, chair ing school Union 
school committee, Leverett selectboard 26, the elementary 
finance commit- school union 
tee, parents and educators, was 
approved by the m1ailimous vote 
of the selectboard ai1d school 
committee at a joint meeting with 
the finance committee ai1d about 
a dozen members of the public on 
Tuesday night. 

The move comes in response 
to "multiple outside forces," 
according to Leverett school 
committee chair Farsllid Hajir, 
chief ainong them the chai1ges 
which may be forced on the town 
of Leverett by pending actions of 
the Amherst school committee. 

The A.tnherst school commit
tee is considering moving the 
town of A.tnherst's three sixth 
grade classes to the middle 
school, which would raise ques-

between A.tnherst and Pelham, 
with the specific intent of involv
ing the state Department of 
Elementaiy and Seconda1y 
Education in discussions about 
the futme makeup of the region. 
That could call Leverett's school 
governance into question, Hajir 
said. 

Leverett's elementaiy school 
is pait of Union 28, with Erving, 
New Salem, Wendell, and 
Shutesbmy; Leverett's upper 
school students attend A.tnherst 
middle school ai1d high school. In 
recent years, the state has pushed 
for mlified K-12 regions. 

On Tuesday, the Aml1erst 
school committee voted to fo1m a 

see STUDY pg 13 

Chase Elected President of 
Antique Truck Club of America 

Fred Chase with an antique LTL1'1ack Truck under repair at his shop. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Fred Chase was recently 
elected president of the National 
Antique Tmck Club of America 
in Boye1town, PA. Chase already 
se1ves as president of the Western 
Massachusetts Chapter of the 
Antique Tmck Club of America. 

Chase has extensive experi
ence wi.tl1 Mack tiucks, having 
worked as a master mechailic in 
the repair shop of Lane 
Constiuction for over 20 years 
before opening a tiuck repair 
shop of his own on the French 
King Highway in Gill. 

Chase got into Mack restora
tion when customers couldn't 

find a body shop to repair dam
aged antique Macks. 

His most recent influx of dam
aged tiucks came from Eilers 
Brothers of Readsboro, VT. 

Eilers is a ve1y successful 
tiucking ai1d constiuction compa
ny that got its sta1t during the con
stmcti.on of Interstate 91 in the 
late 1950s. Over the years, the 
business grew and prospered. The 
sons of tl1e two original Eilers 
Brothers have taken over the 
business. One brother now hai1-
dles the tiucking end of the finn, 
ai1d the other constiucti.on; both 
collaborate on bidding ai1d exe-

see CHASE pg 14 

BY JOSEPHA. 
PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS -
The old town was hop
ping Saturday night 
with a crowd of 
Biblical proportions. 
Police estimate 8,000 
people gathered for the 
First Annual Pumpkin 
Festival, by far the 
Iai·gest turnout for 
Turners Falls in any
one's memo1y, even 
mine. Eve1yone was in 
a pa1ty mood, strolling 
the Avenue and check
ing out the jack-o
lantems. The one 
policemai1 on duty gave 
kids a chance to tiy out . . . . 
th d t t

' S Pattt Dton, Pat Allen and Deb Bourbeau among the crowd of 1 000s who ef!J~d the Jesttval e epar men s eg-
way. No one at the beer enclo- planning the event, registering Falls Pizza, Dudek's Donuts, the 
sure needed an esc01t off the vendors, lining up talent, adver- 2nd Street Bakery, and La 
premises. The mellow crowd tising, and coming up with Bodega were tunling out food as 
sti·etched from traffic light to pumpkins, carving tools, paper fast as they could make it. The 
ti·affic light, or swayed to the towels and candles for yom1g Montague Fi.re Depa1tment 
music of the bands in the park. pumpkin sculptors and their a1li- couldn't keep up with the 

"It was phenomenal. The mated parents. Their i.magina- demai1d for French fries. 
event far exceeded anything I ti.ve designs stood on curbs, Where did all the pumpkins 
ever expected and tiuly showed tables, plai1ters, benches and the go? A local farmer took them 
the community support of stone ledge of the fountain by away in a dump tiuck. They'll 
downtown Turners Falls," said the ti·affic lights. go to enrich the soil for more 
event orgai1i.zer Michael Nelson. Tm11ers Falls merchants who pmnpki.ns for next year's festi.
He worked with 48 volm1teers took advantage of the event val, already in the planning 
and spent a year in advance enjoyed a brisk business. Tm11ers stages. 

Girard Leads 
Booster Day Parade 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - It was a 
beautiful day for a Booster Day 
parade. The se11ior, jmlior, sopho
more, ai1d freshman classes from 
Tm11ers Falls High School were 
well represented Saturday with 
floats on tllis yeai·'s theme -
Lai1dmai·ks. 

The freshmen put togetl1er a 
glittering Eiffel Tower, the sopho
mores constiucted an excellent 
replica of the New York skyline, 
and the jmliors weighed in with 
the i.co11ic Hollywood sign, but 
the se11iors stole the show ai1d 
won first prize for their Egyptiai1 
Pyramids and golden spllinx. 
Leon Simm provided flatbed 
tiucks and pickups to tow them, 
ai1d Corbai1 Mailloux had the 
marclling band well reheai-sed 
before tl1e parade stepped out 
from the Unity Park lot and head
ed up 2nd Street and onto the 
Avenue to the cheers of waiting 
spectators. 

The Ladies of the Class of'69, 
who tend the planter in front of 
the Cute Nails salon, whooped it 
up louder than anyone, after a 
raucous eve1ling rehearsing their 
cheers at the Rendezvous the 
11.ight before. 

They cheered especially loud
ly for the paic1de's grand mru-shal 

- one of 
the i. r 
own -
Sharon 
Girard. 
(Indeed, 
t h e 
brightly 
colored 
hand
made 
s i. g n Sharon Giard with students from Turners Falls High School 

'Shru·on for President' is still Kleenex flowe1-s. 
mounted on the side of the Nicole Fuller was the Queen, 
Avenue days later, g1vmg ai1d Jack Hube1t the King for tllis 
passersby sometlling to tllink Booster Day. As they posed for 
about as the election approaches.) the camera by their hot red spo1ts 

How did Gi.rai·d get chosen to car, Hube1t whispered helpfully 
lead t11e Booster Day parade tllis to his regal cons01t, "You don't 
year? have to like the king." You just 

"I ask myself that," said the have to stand close enough to get 
Tm11ers Falls High School secre- in the same frame. 
taiy, who used to substitute teach Despite all the chee1-s, the 
after working for the phone com- floats, the candy tossed to 
pany for many yeai-s. bystanders, it was not quite 

"I love the kids," Girai·d said. enough to get the Tmners High 
"I've been with the di.stI-ict for 12 School football team past the 
yeru-s. I decided, 'I'm going to Franklin County Tech Eagles, 
talk to tl1em like I talk to my with their stai· tailback Max 
daughte1-s,' ai1d they respond to Willi.ams. In the afternoon 
tliat." matchup, Willi.ams can-ied the 

Girru·d remembe1-s t11e Booster ball a total of214 yards with two 
Day parade from when she was a touchdowns, to put Tech on top 
se11ior, when Kathy Webber was 22 - 6, for their fu-st win ever 
tl1e Queen, and Snoopy was the against Tm11e1-s. For more photos find 
figme on tl1e float, smrnunded by the Montague Reporter on facebook 



PET OF THE WEEK 
A Great Match 

Diabla 
I am Diabla, a one-year-old 

sho1t hair female cat in need of a 
good home. I have experience 
with adults and young children. I 
also lived with another cat and 
we got along ve1y well. I'm a 
ve1y vocal, active, and playfol 
girl. Won't you come on out to 
visit me? I bet we will be a great 
match! To find out more about 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Stadents ot the week 

Grade 6 
Ian Moriarty 

Alyson Kilanski 
Grade 7 

Allyson Renaud 
Grade 8 

Zachary Demars 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing - Patios 

Walks, Walls Installed 
Loam - Tree W01k 

Compost-Mukh 
Septic Systems Installed 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

"'o~ 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 
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C@mmu~~tw Pr~@r~t~es f@rum N@vember 4th 
WENDELL - The open space 
and recreation planning com
mittee invites local residents 
and landowners to help select 
the town's top priorities for 
protecting and enhancing local 
open space and recreational 
opportunities in the coming 
years. We have almost com
pleted updating the town's 
open space and recreation plan. 
A final step in this process is 
selecting which of the many 
actions recommended in the 
plan will be listed as priority 
action steps. 

In order to ensure broad 
based public input into the 
selection of community priori
ties, residents will help to 
choose the priority actions at a 
public forum on Thursday, 
November 4th, at 6:30 pm. at 
town hall. The evening will 

begin with time to review 
maps, followed by a brief pres
entation, public comment and 
questions, discussion and 
selection of priority action 
steps. 

A list of all the objectives 
and action steps in the plan has 
been posted on the town web
site www.wendellmass.us and 
copies of this list are available 
for review at the town offices, 
the Wendell Free Library, the 
Wendell Countiy Store, and the 
Diemand Egg Farm. A com
plete draft of the 2010 open 
space and recreation plan will 
be posted on the website by 
Hallowe'en weekend. 

For more info, please call 
Marianne Sundell, chair, at 
(978) 544-8981 or Pat Smith, 
FRCOG senior land use plan
ner, at (413) 774-1194 xlll. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Party Successful with Volunteers 

TURNERS FALLS - The annu
al children's Halloween party at 
the Carnegie Library on 
Sahuday, October 23rd, was 
ve1y well attended. Families had 
a chance to make a wide variety 
of seasonal crafts and play 
games. The heavily laden 
refreshment table was also ve1y 

popular. A lot of behind the 
scenes planning and prepara
tions helped make the party suc
cessfol. The following volun
teers were a huge help: Amy 
Podlenski, Joy Whitbeck, 
Michael Wells, Amy Lang and 
Gabbi Santucci. We could not 
have done it without them! 

At the Harvest Bounty homeschoolingprogram on Wednesdqy, 
October 20th, Naomi Johnson of Millers Falls decorated a pumpkin 

grown 'fry children's librarian Linda Hickman. The series meets week
!J on Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. thru November 17th. 

For more ieformation, call 863-3214. 

October 28, 2010 

It's that time of year again, 1vhen the Great Pumpkin 
(aka Chadie Choleva) on Seventh Street greets hick or treaters 

and gives them his bags of goodies. Parents are also able to try his 
delicious hot cider. For over 15 years the Great Pumpkin has 

waved at passersl(y and given trick or treaters a Halloween treat. 
This year he has a 7 3 5 pound pumpkin to add to the festivies. 

Non-Electric Apartment Hearing Postponed 
BY KATIE NOLAN 
WENDELL - Jonathan and 
Susan von Ranson came to 
Wendell's October 26th board of 
health meeting prepared to learn 
more about the status of their 
application to build a low carbon 
footprint, non-electric apartment 
in their bam. Another body, the 
Wendell planning board, gave 
tentative approval of the cou
ple's plans this spring, pending 
the approval of other relevant 
departments, specifically the 
board of health. 

When the von Ransons pre
sented their plans at the health 
board's July 13th meeting, the 
board had agreed to review the 
von Ransons' plans and the rele
vant health regulations and 
respond to them in a timely man
ner. 

According to Jonathan von 
Ranson, the couple has "waited 
patiently" for a reply from the 
board. 

However, on Tuesday, the 
only board member present at 
7:15 p.m., the time posted for the 
non-electi·ic apartment discus
sion, was chair Lonnie Ricketts. 
The other two board members, 
Jenny Fyler and Ma1tha Senn, 

had not an-ived by 7:30 pm., so 
Ricketts declared the meeting 
cancelled for lack of a quorum. 

The non-electric apartment 
discussion was placed on the 
agenda for the November 9th 
meeting. 

Spaghetti with Bobby C 
BY KATHY RIMBY 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Louise Casa Memorial Spaghetti 
Dinner with Bobby C as enter
tainment is happening on 
Saturday, November 13th at the 
Montague Elks Lodge, 1 Elk 
Avenue, Turners Falls.Dinner 
sta1ts at 6:30 p.m. For tickets and 
information, call Beverly Reid 
(413) 834-0872 or Kathy Rimby 
(413) 636-9738. All proceeds go 
directly to veterans at the VA 
Medical Center. 

Please shop locally 
Suppo11 ;fllontague 

l\eporter adve1tisers! 
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SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - November 1st -5th MONTAGUE? 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through Friday 
at Noon. Meal reservations must 
be made a day in advance by 
11 :00 am. The Meal Site 
Manager is Keny Togneri. All 
fitness classes are suppo1ted by a 
grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. Voluntaiy dona
tions are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Robe1ta Potter. 
For more info1mation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up 
for programs call (413) 863-
9357. Messages can be left on 
our machine when the center is 
not open. 

Monday, November 1st 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, November 2nd 
Election Day 
Senior Center Closed 

Wednesday, November 3rd 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, November 4th 
No Tai Chi 
10:30 a.m. Brown Bag 
1:00 pm. Pitch 
Friday, November 5th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 am to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and rese1vations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3308. 
Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations 24 hours 
in advance. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center at (413) 423-

3308 to find out when the next 
flu clinic will be held. 

Monday, November 1st 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 am. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 noon Pitch 
Tuesday, November 2nd 
Call the Center for details 
Wednesday, November 3rd 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Blood 
Pressure Clinic 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, November 4th 
8:30 to 10:30 am. Foot Clinic 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Fliday, November 5th 
9:00 a. m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - Call the 
Center for details 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 978-
544-6760 for hours and upcom
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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z Stone Connects Church to Old Country 
0 

the center of resistance. 
Carol Kostecki is president of 

the Holy Rosary Society, which 
raised the money to have the 
stone cut and inscribed. 

g 
~ 
z 

local Briefs i 
~ 
(/) 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - Sing and dance in the 
light of the campfire on Saturday, 
October 30th at the No1thfield 
Mountain visitor center, from 
6:30 to 7:30 pm. This annual 
event is a celebration of 
Halloween through songs, stories 
and dance. Dress wannly, and 
bring flashlights and blankets or 
chairs. In case of poor weather, 
the program will be held inside 
the cozy ymt. Call (800) 856-
2960 for more info. 

Come if you dare to the 
Haunted Trail, 35 Lake Pleasant 
Road, in Lake Pleasant on 
Saturday, October 30th, from 6 to 
9 p.m. Walk through the woods at 
the Scalpers Lodge. You never 
know what could be out there 
waiting for you! Cost is just 
$1.00, or bring a can of food to 
donate to support the Franklin 
Area Slll'Vival Center Food 
Panny. 

Mont.ague Center Fire will 
hold an open house on Saturday, 
October 30th, from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Tour the fire house, handle a 
charge line, extinguish a fire, 
check out a fire tmck, and meet 
Smokey the Bear. 

On Saturday, November 6th, 
from 1 pm. to 2:30 pm., find out 
about "Fire by F1iction" during 
a hands-on workshop at Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 2Avenue 
A, in Tumers Falls. Pa1ticipants 
will leam how to create living 
embers with a handmade bow 
drill set. The free workshop will 
also include instmction on how 
to properly harvest, constiuct, 
and use a tinder bundle made of 
natural materials to strut a camp
fire. The workshop will have an 
outdoor component, so dress 
accordingly. Open to all ages, 
pre-registration is required. Call 
(413) 863-3221. 

Effective Monday, November 
1st, Franklin Regional Transit 
Authority buses heading to 
downtown Tumers Falls will 
approach via the Cheapside and 
the General Pierce bridge, and 
proceed down Montague City 
Road to downtown, rather than 
come across the one open lane on 

~ 
the Gill/Montague Bridge. 
Commuters waiting at the inter
section of Avenue A and 3rd 
should not experience any 
change in travel time, said FRTA 
general manager Donna Cote. 
"We made the change because 
our large buses only have a few 
inches of clearance to get by the 
jersey baniers on the bridge. We 
figured it was an accident waiting 
to happen, and we wanted to 
avoid the even na1rnwer u·avel 
lane once snow struts to fall." 
Any questions, call 773-8090 
ext. 201. 

Join friends and faimers at 
the Hope and Olive Restaurant, 
44 Hope St, Greenfield on 
Monday, November 1st, from 5 
to 8 p.m. and enjoy free food, 
sample local cheeses, play board 
games and support the work of 
the NOFA/Massachusetts Raw 
Milk Network. The network 
educates the public about raw 
milk, supports fa1mers in their 
efforts to provide safe and 
healthy raw milk to consumers, 
and works with regulators to 
ensure that access to raw milk is 
expanded. For more information 
on the raw milk go to 
wwiv.marawmilk org 

The Viking Lodge 756 of the 
Vasa Order of America will pres
ent a program at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, 23 Long 
Avenue in Greenfield, on 
Tuesday, November 2nd, at 7:30 
p.m. featuring a film about the 
Vasa ship. The Vasa ship was a 
famous, if slightly topheavy, 
Swedish wai·ship that set sail 
from Stockholm in 1628 with 
King Gustavus Adolphus aboai·d, 
and sank less than one nautical 
mile from po1t. The king demand
ed an inquiiy when he got to 
shore. The ship was discovered in 
fairly good condition and raised 
again in 1961, and restored to 
become one of Sweden's major 
tourist attI·actions! Refreshments 
will be se1ved. Call 774-5855 for 
more info. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague
ma.net 

Jasna Gora replica dedicated at Our Lat!J of Cze.rtochowa 

BY JOSEPH A PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Saturday, October 23rd, Rev. 
Charles DiMascola led a proces
sion to the foot of the steep side
walk leading to Our Lady of 
Czestochowa, to bless a replica of 
a stone at the base of Jasna Gora, 
a Czestochowa shrine in Poland. 

Jasna Gora is defined as 
'Shining Mountain' by 
DiMascola. "It's a smaller gora, 
or mountain, than the one in 
Poland, and the stone is smaller," 
DiMascola said with a smile, "but 
the message is the same." 

Though steep, the walk to the 
church is a sho1tcut from Avenue 
A used surprisingly often. 
DiMascola hopes the inscription 
on the stone will be an inspiration 
for all those who pass by. 

"Ascend mortals, to this 
mountain [Jasna Gora], for here 

through Mary all shall obtam sal
vation. To Jesus through Ma1y." 

In the winter of 1655, the 
heroic defense of the monaste1y 
at Jasna Gora galvanized Polish 
resistance against the invading 
Swedes. In 1656, Poland's King 
John Casimii' II declai·ed Our 
Lady of Czestochowa 'Queen of 
Poland' and made the city of 
Czestochowa the spiritual capitol 
of the nation. The shrine in 
Poland became a destination for 
Catholic pilgrims. 

During the Nazi occupation, 
Hitler forbade pilgrimages. Half a 
million people made a pilgrimage 
to Jasna Gora after liberation. At 
a rededication of the shrine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
1946, a million and a half 
Catholics gathered. 

While Poland was tmder 
Communist mle, Jasna Gora was 

School Districts Examine Cooperative Services 
Greenfield - Will Franklin County 
school districts share a business 
services cooperative? Contract with 
local producers and food processors 
for healthier, tastier, ecologically 
responsible meals? Form a central 
technology team and server farm? 
Collaborate in grant writing and pro
gram development? 

School committee members, town 
government officials and friends of 
public education will meet Saturday, 
November 13th, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Greenfield Middle School to 
explore shared resources and servic
es among the county's school dis
tricts. In 2009, the caucus of the 
school committees resolved to devel
op and implement strategies "to help 
reduce costs, and to preserve the 

community character of schools." 
Keynote speaker Chip Wood will 

envision how K-12 education may 
look in coming years. Mr. Wood is a 
co-founder of Northeast Foundation 
for Children, which developed the 
Responsive classroom approach. 

Public schools in Western 
Massachusetts comprise a nearly 
half-billion-dollar sector, and school 
districts can advance the economic 
health and future of local communi
ties. During the summit, the Caucus 
will develop a 2011 agenda for edu
cational progress and sustainability. 

For more information about the 
"Big Idea" summit - and bring your 
big ideas! Email fcscc@comcast.net 
or call (413) 325-1983 for more infor
mation. 

The commemorative stone is 
just one of many items at the 
church linking parishioners to 
theii' Polish heritage. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa in 
Tmners Falls draws the faithful 
from a wide ai·ea beyond Franklin 
County. People from as fai· away 
as New Hampshfre and the 
Orange-Gardner ai·ea attend mass 
in Tumers on a regulai· basis. 

The procession and dedication 
of the stone on October 23rd 
included a blessing and prayer by 
DiMascola, followed by parish
ioners laying flowers arotmd the 
stone. 

Solar rrasll Can 
Comes to rown 

TURNERS FALLS - The town 
of Montague is pleased to 
annotmce the unveiling of a solar
powered u·ash compactor and 
companion recycling receptacle in 
Peskeomskut Park. The com
pactor was installed on October 
21st in preparation for the 
Franklin Cotmty Pumpkin 
Festival on Saturday. The recepta
cle holds up to five times more 
u·ash than a non-compacting 
receptacle of the same size, and 
mns on solar power. The town 
will monitor the compactor in this 
location for effectiveness, and 
may consider more solai· u·ash 
compactors throughout town. The 
compactor was fi.mded by a grant 
from the Massachusetts 
Department of Energy Resources, 
Green Communities Division. 
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BRFAKFAST' LUNCH & DINNER 
DAILY SPECIALS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

Soups & Prns 
sunoAY BREAHfAST 7 - c 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
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MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
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Bill & Kathy White 
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IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
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MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
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Mike Fuller, Owner 
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Open~io's 
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www.gooddirtpotter-~.com 
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ROOFI~G~ 

CALL Loc.u CONTllACTOR 
, 3~ YEARS EXl'EllJ,ENCE 

.DON OGDEN REPAIRS; R~-ROOFING; SLATE' WORK; 
• GlITTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 1 

1'••Lmaoship guaranteed,. ;e,ere~. 
.<I.Ii a6owt ••r S..J. -~ Special! 

413-367-9352 • lionoak@ginail.c_om 

,,;.J:..; .,.;.:, Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Stri:e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
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Last Minute Blixt 

"Send Me to the 
State House." 

BY WESLEY BLIXT 
GREENFIELD - With less than 
a week before the election, I'm 
finally ready to answer the ques
tion that nobody has been asking. 

I am a write-in candidate for 
state representative from the 
Second Franklin District. 

Who am I? Don'twony about 
that. 

Why am I mnning? I'm nm
ning because the Republicans 
look more and more like neo-fas
cist creeps, and the Dems have 
turned into ... well ... weenies. 

My prospects in this election, 
however, allow me to be blunt 
about my platfo1m. I want to spell 
that platform out now to eliminate 
any myste1y. I have nine simple 
priories: 
TAX: That's right. A lot. 
Dramatically. I want to tax the 
hell out of a lot of folks. With a 
progressive tax rate, that could 
mean lower taxes for many of my 
constituents in Franklin County. 

The fact is, however, that 
Americans in general ai·e ove1fed, 
over-privileged, and tmder-taxed 
compai·ed with comfortable folks 
in other democracies; and the 
wealthier you are, the more 
deluded you are about thinking 
you ai·e cai1ying your weight. 
Sony, but the numbers don't lie. 
You may be feeling hard pressed, 
but as a community and a nation, 
you ai·e quickly getting fat, sh1pid 
and ugly. 

This is why your schools are 
rotten, your roads and bridges are 
falling apa1t, your nahlral 
resources are polluted, and your 
quality of life is terminal. This is 
why your schools ai·e crap, your 
roads and bridges ai·e crap, your 
natural resources are polluted, 
and your quality of life is termi
nal. You may be cairying your 
weight, but somebody else clear
ly isn't. Somebody else has a lot 
more money and isn't cai1ying 

much weight at all, and that 
somebody is clearly deluded. I 
simply want to relieve them of 
that delusion. Taxes will do that. 

There are a lot of people out 
there carrying water for you. You 
don't see them, but they are 
schlepping your water. And they 
want some. Now. 
SPEND: That's right. I want to 
throw money at all of the above. 
Throwing money has a bad repu
tation, but it works well if you 
throw it at the right things. You 
have to throw it at schools and 
health care; not at com1pt militaty 
contractors and warlords in 
Afghanistan, who tum around 
and suppo1t Republican senators. 
You have to throw it at guaran
teed nutrition and housing and a 
fair wage, not at blowing up kids, 
faimers and a stray second lieu
tenant just out of West Point who 
never heard of friendly fire. 

Most of all, I would throw it at 
the largest public works project 
ever initiated - a complete recon
stmction of our utility and trans
portation infrastmcture based on 
the elimination of petroleum and 
com ethanol foels; one that is 
neutral in its environmental 
impact, completely sustainable, 
and thoroughly integrated with 
your jobs, your recreation, and 
your needs. Your children will do 
projects on it and solve problems 
about it in school. Your older chil
dren will get degrees in it. You 
will work on it. Plan. Design. 
Document. Build. 
TAKE OVER: That's right. It 
doesn't make any sense to rebuild 
the infrastructure and defend 
those natural resources and then 
just give it all away and let other 
people exploit it all back into the 
toilet. Uh-uh. Taking over all our 
electric, gas and water systems 
will help finance the whole proj
ect. You own all that. You just 
have to exercise that ownership. I 
will help. 
GET WELL, NOW: That's 
right. A big pait of that resource 
infrastruchrre is health care. 
Actually, it's health itself. You 
can't just protect the environ
ment. You are the environment. 
That's why you dese1ve not to 
wony. One payer. No questions. 
No "Explanation of Benefits." 
Nobody telling you ''THIS IS NOT 
A BILL." When it is. Nobody 
telling you, "You will have to 

see BLIXT pg 7 
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LETTERS ro(ITHE EDITOR 

Vote No on Question #3 
Proponents of Question 3, in 

an attempt to minimize the likely 
consequences of reducing the 
sales tax to 3 percent, have been 
claiming that the state budget is 
$52 billion. 

This is simply wrong. 
The state's operating budget 

is, in fact, approximately $32 bil
lion, and the consequences of a 
"yes" vote on Question 3 will be 
dire. That's reality, not a scare 
tactic. 

The Massachusetts Taxpayers 
Fotmdation recently issued a 
repo1t showing how Question 3 
proponents have been cotmting 
such items as gross lotte1y 
receipts, capital spending and 
fimd transfers to an-ive at their 
inflated figure. These items do 

There is a cleai· reason why the 
c01porate media consortium ti-ied 
to keep Dr. Jill Stein out of the 
gubernatorial debates. Why these 
same media commentators said 
after the WGBH debate Stein was 
a "distraction" to the men; 
"brought nothing to the debate;" 
that "she should not be included 
in other debates;" and the classic, 
''I wanted to put an apron on her." 
It is the reason some polls don't 
include her. 

The corporate power stmchlre 
is afraid of who and what she rep
resents. Jill Stein blows the whis
tle on corporate conti·ol of 
Bea.con Hill and the debates have 

I write to endorse Genevieve 
Fraser, Independent candidate 
for the Franklin 2nd seat as my 

reflect money that flows through 
the state, but they do not reflect 
money that is available for the 
state's operating budget. That fig
ure, the correct figure for actual 
state spending, is approximately 
$32 billion. 

Here's how the state's operat
ing budget breaks down: 

Two thirds of the $32 billion 
budget, approximately $21 bil
lion, is considered non-discre
tiona1y. That means these 
accounts either cannot be cut at 
all - debt service, for example -
or cannot be cut ve1y much, like 
Medicaid. 

The rest of the budget, approx
imately $10 - 11 billion, finances 
the so-called discretiona1y 
accounts - education, social and 

Vote your Beliefs 
shown there is little difference 
between Baker, Patrick, and 
Cahill. So they call her a spoiler, 
but not so Cahill, because he is 
cut from the same Baker/Pati-ick 
cloth. 

But it's t111e. Stein spoils busi
ness as usual. She will spoil the 
sweetheart deals that give away 
over a billion dollars to big utili
ties, weapons manufacturers, film 
and insllfance companies, Coca 
Cola and other c01porations. She 
will spoil environmental destiuc
tion of wetlands and forest 
clearcuts for biomass. She will 
spoil waste, paiticulai·ly in the 
health care industiy. 

Fraser's the One 
choice, w01thy of my represen
tative vote. 

I've known Genevieve since 
I moved to the No1th Quabbin in 
2002. We first met as producers 
and members at AOTV. As I 
grew to know Gen, I rea.lized 
what a powerhouse this woman 
is. Over time, I learned about 
her efforts on behalf of 'we the 
people,' from her work to high
light the serious acid rain prob-

1!ClJt :fflrmta~ 1\q)IIDM 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

reporter@montaguema.net 

We Welcome Your Letters! 

environmental programs, public 
health and safety, etc. - the pro
grams that protect and enhance 
otlf quality of life. When budget 
cuts have to be made, this is 
where they ai·e most likely to 
occur. 

According to the Mass. 
Taxpayers Foundation, Question 
3 will remove approximately 
$2.5 billion from the state's oper
ating budget next yeai·, a budget 
that is already estimated to be $2 
billion in deficit. 

There will be consequences if 
Question 3 passes. That's why 
I'm encouraging eve1yone to vote 
''No" on November 2nd. 

-Senator Stan Rosenberg (D) 
Amherst 

Eve1y election day, c01porate 
powers play the fear cai·d and vot
ers self-censor by choosing the 
lesser of evils. And nothing 
changes. 

Can lobby money buy your 
vote? Don't let them scai·e you 
when you dare to vote what's 
good for you. When you lose 
your choice, you lose your voice, 
and that's what they want you to 
do. We will only get the change 
we want by voting for what we 
believe in. To do othe1wise is to 
throw away your vote in a mean
ingless exercise and be silenced. 

- Tom Neilson 
Greenfield 

lem to her success in bringing 
public transpo1tation to our mral 
towns. Genevieve knows the ins 
and outs of local, regional and 
state politics, learned on the job 
through her work as an aide to a 
state senator. You can't buy that 
kind of experience, at least in 
my mind. 

I ask anyone reading this let
ter to please give your vote to 
Genevieve Fraser for the 
Franklin 2nd Disti·ict seat. Pay 
close attention to what you hear 
her say. I'm ce1tain you'll agree, 
she's the best person for the job. 

- Marie MacDonald 
Athol 
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ANOTHER LETTER 
On Saturday evening, October 
16th, about 40 locals came to 
the Montague Grange to per
fo1m in the Montague Variety 
Show, now an annual event put 
on by the Friends of the 
Montague Grange. The house 
was packed. There was lots of 
laughter and cooing, clapping 
and singing, even some thought
ful silences and plenty of 
applause, and by the end $850 
had been raised for the Grange's 
building ftmd. 

This event was one in a series 
being put on by the Friends of 
the Montague Grange in an 
effort to raise ftmds for the ten
year capital campaign to reno
vate the building, and also to 
bring people back into the hall. 

Miette Muller put the event 
together and played MC. 
Thanks are due as well to all the 
perfo1mers who gave their time 
and talent: Eve Christoph; 
Karen Wemer; Celeste, Lucy 
and Annie Winkler; Jackson 
Blain; Susan Conger; Ivy and 
Lucia; Jeanne Weintraub; Ruth 
Witty; Jonathan and Amanda 
Kennedy; the Montague First 
Congregational Church Chorus: 
Kathy Peura, Penny Reid, 
Jackie Beauchesne, Luanne 
Herrick, Peg Bridges, Dave 
Hansen, Curt Connor, Ann 
Cenzano; Al Miller and Comt 
Dorsey; Moonlight Davis; 
Mojie Crigler with Chad 
Odwazny, Emily Brewster, 
Hanna Fuller-Boswell, Walter 
Ramsey and Shannon Coakley; 
Kayleigh Tum and her dad 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

G a r y ; 
Catherine and 
Kimberly 
Hull; and 
Katie Sachs. 
A few per
f or mer s 
appeared in 
multiple seg
ments, such 
as Annie 
Winkler who 
showed up in 
three' 

T h a n k s It 111as a great night at the Montague Grange! 

also to the people who baked on old-world holiday tradition
and stage managed, including als. The New Moon Coffee 
Jeanne Weintraub, Allison Page, House series will mn through 
Cindy Tarail, Jill Bromberg, April on the Saturday closest to 
Conor Power, and Mary the new moon. 
Melonis. A DVD of the evening Other events coming up in 
is now available. Look to 2011 include a 'Monte-Carlo' 
www.MontagueGrange.org for Night, another dinner theater 
details. evening, and the annual silent 

Many people say they auction. 
ah'eady know which of their The Friends will soon be 
many talents they will display in sta1ting their membership cam
next year's show. To others we paign, hoping to gain 500 annu
say, "Get your act together!" al dues-paying members. 

What's coming next? A new Membership is only $25 per 
concert series starting in year, and 500 members will go a 
December: The Montague New long way to raising the $15,000 
Moon Coffe.e House. Being per year the Friends need to 
organized primarily by raise to renovate the building. 
Kellianna, Wendell's folk god- As a 50l(c)(3) non-profit, all 
dess, this series was conceived dues and donations are fully tax 
while members of the Friends deductable. If you wish to join 
were attending Wendell's Full please mail your check, with 
Moon Coffee House, now in its your name, address and phone 
35th year. The first Montague number, to FMG, 181 Meadow 
show will feature Kellianna, Road, Montague, MA 01351. 
Chris Lafond and Jenna Green, - Michael Muller 
with the theme being A Winter Montague 
Solstice Celebration, focusing 

PATRICIA STEWART 
Wendell Sub Drive 
For Wendell residents, this is an 
especially good time to sub
scribe to the Montague Reporter, 
thanks again to the generosity of 
some anonymous Wendell read
ers. As in past years, these sup
po1ters have put up ftmds to pur
chase great raffle prizes, and 
eve1y new Wendell subscriber 
added by November 17th will be 
entered to win. 

OUR 900TH SUBSCRIBER! 
BY KATHY LITCHFIELD 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Congrahilations to Patricia 
Stewait of Montague, who is the 
Montague Reporter t 900th sub
scriber! 

Every time the newspaper 
gains 50 new subscribers, we 
give the lucky 50th one a $50 
gift ce1tificate to a Montague 
Reporter adve1tiser of their 
choice. Patricia chose to receive 
a gift ce1tificate at Rau's Stmoco 
as her prize. 

A native of Montague, 
Patricia belongs to the 
Montague Grange and vohm
teers at the Erving senior center 

and the Montague Congrega
tional Church. Most recently, on 
October I 6th she helped with 
the Erving Senior Center's 
Haivest Bazaai· on a very blus
tery day at Veterans Park, 
staffing the table and the coffee 
can auction to raise money for 
center activities. She is presently 
working on the Montague 
Congregational Church's Fete 
Noel, to be held on November 
13th from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Congrahtlations, Patricia, and 
thanks for all you do for our 
community! 

Who will our 950th sub
scriber be? 

First prize is a $50 gift certifi
cate at the Diemand Egg Farm. 
And there will be FIVE! second 
prize winners, each of whom 
will receive $20 gift ce1tificates 
at the Deja Brew Cafe & Pub. 

Use the subscription blank on 
the facing page to enter the raf
fle, and we'll sta1t delivering the 
paper to your door! 
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Would QUESTION #3 
·:.VI TE*:. Provide an Economic Boon 

or Bust for Massachusetts? 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Question #3, a voter-initiated ref
erendum on the November 2nd 
statewide ballot, would cut the 
state sales tax from the cunent 
rate of 6.25% to 3% as of Januaiy 
1st, 2011. 

For the argument in favor of 
this ballot initiative, we contacted 
Cai-Ia Howell, co-fotmder of the 
Center for Small Government in 
Boston, the chief architect of the 
referendum, and for the opposing 
view, Montague's state represen
tative, Steve Kulik (D
Worthington), vice chair of the 
budget making House Ways and 
Means committee. 

Howell said the reason people 
should vote for Question #3 can 
be summed up in one word: 
"Jobs. There are 600,000 workers 
in Massachusetts looking for foll
time work. Half of them have no 
jobs; their pay has been cut 
100%; half are working pait time; 
their pay has been cut 25 to 50%. 
Rolling back the state sales tax to 
3% would create 27,000 to 
33,000 private sector jobs," said 
Howell, citing a study by the 
Beacon Hill Institute, a think tank 
fotmded by former Massachusetts 
Republican senatorial candidate 
Ray Shainie. That study claims 
passage of Question #3 would 
increase private investment in 
Massachusetts annually by $73 
inillion and raise wages by $1.03 
billion. 

Kttlik, who is nmning unop
posed for re-election on 
November 2nd, took issue with 
Howell's claim that cutting the 
state sales tax by more than half 
wottld lead to a growth in private 
sector spending and job creation 
in the state, and refe1Ted to the 
Beacon Hill Institute as a conser
vative, ideologically oriented 
organization. 

Kttlik said if Question #3 pass
es, "We will significantly reduce 
the state workforce. Many thou
sands will be added to the tmem
ployment rolls. I don't see it stim
ulating private sector econoinic 
activity. The private sector relies 
on public safety, environmental 
quality, and an educated work
force - all the things that make 
Massachusetts a good place to 
live and work." 

Kulik said these and other 

state se1vices would be severely 
cmtailed if Question #3 passes, 
but Howell denies that. 

Howell said, "The opponents 
to Question #3, bankrolled by the 
teachers unions and politically 
connected corporations such as 
health insurance compailies, ai·e 
opposing your tax rollback in 
order to keep the state's gravy 
train rolling. They have a finan
cial interest in keeping your taxes 
high and state government spend
ing high. They ai·e protecting their 
own pork." 

Kulik cotmters, "She's just 
plain wrong. Howell comes at 
this not from a financial perspec
tive or a viewpoint .that govern
ment has ce1tain obligations to 
provide se1vices to people, 
whether it be education, or trans
portation, or support for public 
education, or higher education. 
She is a radical libe1tarian whose 
philosophy is: 'Less government; 
period.' She throws numbers 
ai·ound that are simply false. 

"She claims the state budget is 
close to $60 billion, by lumping 
together the state capital budget 
with the operating budget, federal 
spending with state spending. All 
of that is inconect. Our state 
budget is approximately $32 bil
lion, down about 2 billion from 
2009. In the last three fiscal yeai·s, 
since the recession began, om· 
state government has cut $4.5 bil
lion. As we know, local aid has 
been one of those cuts, llllfo1tu
nately, and it has resulted in 
reduced aid to all of our cities and 
towns. It would have reduced 
spending on local education if it 
were not for federal stimulus 
spending, which is running out. 
We will not have it in the next fis
cal year." 

Kulik said since the recession 
began, "We have cut higher edu
cation spending more than any 
other state in the cotmtly. We had 
no choice. The last three budgets 
have been an exercise in trying to 
judiciously use our rainy day ftmd 
and replace Chapter 70 with fed
eral spending. I don't think we 
can plan on any more federal 
stimulus spending," regai·dless of 
how the coming election changes 
conti·ol of Congress. 

But Howell ai·gues those cuts 
see V01E pg 12 
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NOTES FROM MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Winterizing Strathmore Mill 
NOTES FROM LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

BY JANELNOCKLEBY-
"It's getting to be winter 
again, and the Strathmore 
is still there," said building 
inspector David Jensen, as 
an introduction to his 
Monday update to the 
Montague selectboard on 
the status of the old mill 
building complex along the 
Turners Falls power canal. 
"We've got one roof that's 
still open, and a portion of 
a wall that needs repairs," 
he continued. 

this panel will be held on 
November 8th. 

how all interested pa1ties 
(such as the fire depait
ment, Swift River Hydro, 
and the town itself) can 
agree on getting the access 
road gate locked. 

CPC Funds Sought for Water 
Storage Tank 

While repairs to the roof 
over an elevator shaft in the 
Strathmore Mill may be 
straightforward, getting up 
there will require ninja-like 
skills. Renaissance 
Builders, that company that 
handled the reroofing for 
Building #1 after the fire, 
has been contracted to 
revisit the site and make 
needed repairs to the eleva
tor shaft roof on that same 

Additionally, time-criti
cal decisions are required 
to maintain the sprinkler 
system in winter. Jensen 
will be seeking assistance 
in maintaining the systems, 
probably from the highway 
depaitment, so that he is 
not the only one respond-

After a 2007 arson fire 
destroyed and damaged 
buildings at the sprawling 
complex, the town spent 
$300,000 in repairs to 
secure the property against 
fire and the elements. Now 
that the town of Montague 
owns the mill buildings 
outright (as of Febmary of 
this year, since John Anctil, 
the fo1mer owner, failed to 
pay back taxes), the town 
must winterize the build
ings and secure them to 
protect its investment. 

building. A severe wind- ing to emergencies. 
sto1m that blew through 
town in May, downing 
trees and knocking out 
power, lifted the comer of 
the ice and snow shield on 
that section of the roof. 
From below, it is hard to 
tell whether that section is 
still shedding water. 

Also of concern: who is 
going to plow and sand the 
access road to the buildings 
during the winter? Jensen 
said there is still work to be 
done on dete1mining who 
gets rights to lock ( and 
unlock) the newly installed 
gate to the access road 
beyond the Southwo1th 
Mill, and that locks on 
some doors to the 
St:rathmore buildings them
selves need to be changed 
to prevent unauthorized 
access to the mill buildings. 

Selectboard member 
Mark Fairbrother asked 
that meetings be scheduled 
right away to clarify who is 
going to do what regarding 

Montague Considers 
Rerouting Sewer Line 
from Millers Falls 

In other news, sewer 
rates will rema.in the same 
for fiscal year 2011 in spite 
of the existence of 
$250,045 in retained sewer 
eainings from fiscal year 
2010. Selectboard mem
bers heard from Bob 
Trombley, water pollution 
control facility superinten
dent, and agreed with him 
that rates should stay flat 
because of uncertainties 
over possible sewer 
expenses that might be 
required to share capital 
costs on the treatment plant 
renovation recently com
pleted by the town of 
Erving. Montague pumps 
sewerage beneath the 
Millers River from Millers 
Falls to the treatment plant 
in Erving, and signed a 
contract decades ago to 

The planning section of 
the montague.net website 
states that Walter Ramsey, 
town planner, will wel
come to town the Boston 
chapter of the Urban Land 
Institute to conduct "a 
panel of real estate profes
sionals, industrial analysts, 
architects, and planners to 
develop a disposition and 
marketing strategy for the 
Strathmore property." In 
his update to the select
board, town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio noted snowplowing, and to settle see MONTAGUE pg 10 

Fiber Optic Cable on A~enda for Leverett Selectboard 
Jason Whittet, Deputy 

Director of MBI (Mass. 
Broadband Institute) will 

be coming to Leverett's 
November 9th selectboard 
meeting to talk about the 

NEW LOCAL OWNERSHIP 

FAMILY VACUUM 
34 Chapman Street 
Greenfield 413- 77 4-2046 
Mon - Fri, 9:30 - 5:30 I Saturday, 8:30 - 3:00 

cAQQ J\Aakeg S J\AodeQ~ 
Most Repairs Done wichin 48 Hours 

Stop in and Say. Hi! 

routing of fiber optic cable 
in town and the overall plan 
by the state to get broad
band to all households. The 
initial map has the fiber 
optic cable going to the 
ai·eas in town that already 
have access to hi-speed 
(Leverett Center, Depot 
Road, etc.); the town has 
put pressure on MBI to 
consider running the cable 
where there is no high 
speed se1vice. The evening 
meeting time and place will 
be announced. 

BY DAVID DETM0LD 
The Leverett select

board will propose 
spending up to $75,000 
in commtmity preserva
tion act (CPA) funds to 
install an underground 
water storage tank and 
roadside hydrants in the 
field between the ele
mentary school and the 
library, on Montague 
Road. A nearby a1tesian 
well would be the source 
of the storage tank's sup
ply. 

After a receiving a low 
bid of about $41,000 to 
clear aggressive weeds 
from the Leverett Pond, 
where a hybrid milfoil is 
blocking a channel lead
ing to the only fire 
hydrant in the central his
toric district of town, the 
selectboard decided to 
shift course. 

The board had sought 
$10,000 in CPA funds to 
perform that work. But 
the higher quote, com
bined with the board's 
fear that clearing weeds 
from the pond would 
require repeated efforts 
over the years to main
tain, prompted reconsid
eration. 

Fire chief John 
Moruzzi has notified the 
selectboard that the 
hydrant by the pond is 
diy, and would not be of 
use if a fire breaks out in 
the center of town. 

"There are dozens of 
houses in the historic dis
trict," at risk from fire 
now, said selectboard 
chair Rich Brazeau, who 
said the selectboard 
would request Com
munity Preservation Act 
funds to install the water 
storage tank and 
hydi·ants, justifying the 
request on the basis of 
"protection and preserva
tion" of historic struc
hll'es in the central vil
lage, including the town 
hall, Field Museum, 
Congregational Church 

and others. 
The selectboard also 

plans to seek ftmding for 
painting town hall from 
the commtmity preserva
tion committee (CPC), 
the local board in charge 
of disbursing CPA funds. 
In accordance with state 
law, Leverett has institut
ed a volunta1y 3% sur
charge on local property 
transactions, which 
draws matching funds 
from the state for each 
sale of property in town. 

The selectboard 
expressed concern that 
townspeople might seek 
to lower the excise from 
3% if the CPC does not 
disburse those funds 
more readily when proj
ects like these come up. 

Board member Peter 
d 'Errico said he could 
imaging a future town 
meeting where residents 
would say, "We now 
have half a million dol
lars in the ftmd. We pro
pose we reduce the 
assessment to 2%." 

Brazeau said, "I don't 
want to tack on $100,000 
to the tax levy to paint 
town hall if that money is 
sitting there." 

He added, "They [the 
CPC] are probably not 
going to approve either 
of these requests. If 
there's a fire that bums 
one of our buildings 
down, at least we'll have 
tried." 

In other news, the 
board will seek a consult
ant to develop engineer
ing plans to extend a 
water line from Amherst 
to a number of houses on 
Teawaddle Hill Road and 
Cushman Road, down 
gradient of the former 
landfill, where contami
nants have been fotmd in 
private wells in recent 
years. 

The town has paid for 
a new well and hookup 
and one home, supplied 
bottled water to some 

homes, and continues to 
pay about $30,000 a year 
in testing the private 
wells. Brazeau estimated 
it would cost the town 
between $1 and 1.5 mil
lion to have the water 
line extended from 
Amherst, but he said a 
zero interest USDA loan 
may be available for the 
construction. "Then we'll 
have $30,000 a year 
we're not paying for the 
testing to pay off the 
loan." 

The board backed this 
approach unanimously, 
in hopes to bring an engi
neering proposal to town 
meeting next spring for 
approval. 

The town will improve 
the gravel surface of Old 
Long Plain Road north to 
Long Plain Road (Route 
63), to make this section 
di·ivable, now that Tom 
Powers has purchased a 
lot on the unimproved 
section. 

Congressman John 
Olver has written to the 
FAA on Leverett's behalf 
regarding noise com
plaints from aerobatic 
private planes practicing 
above a gravel pit near 
the Sunderland-Leverett 
line. 

The board signed a 
contract with Siemens 
Building Technologies to 
perfo1m energy upgrades 
at various town build
ings, including the instal
lation of energy-saving 
lighting at the elementa1y 
school, to be installed by 
December 15th, and a 
new efficient heating sys
tem at the town hall, 
which will be put in place 
next spring. 

The cost of these 
improvements will be 
paid for by utility savings 
guaranteed by Siemens 
Building Technologies 
over the course of a num
ber of years, according to 
the terms of the contract. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 

A Giant Step Toward 
Sustainable School Funding 

BY DAVID DEIMOLD -
In a meeting that bore 
some similarity to the 
schoolyard game of 
Mother May I, the Gill 
selectboard signed off on 
a giant step towards fiscal 
sustainability for the Gill
Montague school district 
at its meeting on Monday, 
took a regular sized step 
towards regularizing capi
tal planning, by appoint
ing the town's first capital 
improvements committee, 
and took a short, money 
saving, baby step towards 
revising the contract by 
which Cintas provides 
uniforms for highway 
employees. 

But the town took a 
half step backwards on 
money it expects to 
receive from a housing 
rehab loan fund main
tained by the Housing 
Authority for Gill. The 
Housing Authority has 
been unable to find 
enough takers for their 
zero-interest home rehab 
loans to help correct code 
violations for low and 
moderate income resi
dents, because homeown
ers in these uncertain 
times are unwilling to take 
on any extra debt that 
could affect their home 
equity. To counteract this 
trend, the Housing 
Authority has proposed, 
and the selectboard 
agreed, to allow 50% of 
the rehab loans to be for
given after 15 years. With 
only 50% of the loans left 

to be repaid when the 
rehabbed homes are final
ly sold, the amount of 
money that will flow into 
the revolving loan fund 
for Gill will drop propor
tionally over time. 

But the selectboard 
agreed it would be better 
to take half than to leave 
the rehab money tmused 
or tmdemtilized - doing 
no one any good. 

Gill-Montague school 
superintendent Carl Ladd 
and finance committee 
chair Tupper Brown visit
ed the selectboard to gain 
approval of the detailed 
plan for school district fis
cal stability, that projects 
a 0% increase in next 
year's school budget, fol
lowed by three years of 
school budget increases 
pegged at 2½%. Parallel 
commitments to meet fis
cal goals by the state (with 
Chapter 70 increases of 
2% in FY' 12, and 3% for 
three years following) and 
the towns are included, 
with the towns commit
ting to meet anticipated 
assessment increases 
equal to roughly half of 
new revenues through 
FY'l5. 

''This is the plan each 
of the ftmding sources 
needs to get to in order to 
arrive at the best balance," 
said Brown, who worked 
with Ladd and Montague 
finance committee mem
ber Mike Naughton and 
school committee member 
Jeff Singleton to devise 

the compact. 
The state legislators 

and representatives of the 
Department of Elemen
tary and Secondary 
Education are also being 
asked to sign off on the 
plan. 

If the proposed plan 
meets approval by all 
sides, it will form the 
basis for an expected 
budget compromise to set
tle the long-delayed 
FY' 11 G-M operating 
budget at the upcoming 
district meeting on 
November 18th, 6:30 
p.m., at the Turners Falls 
High School, to which all 
Gill and Montague voters 
are invited. The compro
mise will involve both 
Montague and the school 
district contributing 
$200,000 more from their 
rese1ves to fully ftmd the 
FY' 10 school budget. 

If this comes to pass, 
Gill will expect to save 
about $35,000 over what 
the town already voted to 
fund the FY' 10 assess
ment - money that Brown 
recommends be put into a 
stabilization ftmd to meet 
next year's school assess
ment. 

"The plan can only 
work to the extent all par
ties are actively willing to 
meet the goals assigned to 
them," said Brown, with 
Ladd looking on. "This is 
a plan, not an immutable 
binding contract. We want 
people to sign on with the 

see GILL pg 12 

BLIXT from pg 4 
take that up with your 
insurance company." 
Nobody else then telling 
you to take it up with your 
provider. No fonns. Just 
one payer. One. Just one. 
Love it or go dig a hole and 
crawl in. You will find that 
your health care is better, 
your wallet fatter and your 
mailbox leaner. And your 
peace of mind? Priceless. 

OPEN IT UP, Pt 1: Our 
jails and prisons, you sim
ply don't need them. You 
have the highest incarcera
tion rate in the world, and 
your crime rate in most cat
egories is higher than coun
tries with the lowest incar
ceration rate in world. You 
are paying more to 
imprison people with no 
training, no prospects and 
no future - more than it 
would cost to buy those 
same people a doctorate 
and tenure track job in a 
major university. Much 
more. Just releasing the 
same people who have 
done the same dmgs you 
have done would create a 
resotmding echo in halls of 
justice. 

CLOSE IT DOWN, 
Pt. I: The militaiy. All 
branches. All weapons sys
tems. Everything. Now. 
Suppo1t our troops, but 
give them a different job 
and outlook. 
Something 
along the lines 
of all those liber
ated inmates. 
This will impose 
a sense of peace 
with justice that 
will be devastat
ing to anyone 

fostering delusions of 
aggression. Land. Food. 
Justice. Devastating. Oh, 
and in return, eve1ybody 
does a year of public se1v
ice. No defe1ments. 
Priceless. 

OPEN IT UP, Pt II: The 
borders. You can't keep 
them out. You can't keep 
anything out. If it were pos
sible to do that, most us 
would not be here. You can 
get tough. You can get 
tougher. You will still lose. 
People will come to work. 
People will come to sell 
and to learn. Every step you 
take to restrain them will be 
expensive and mean and 
will wind up restraining 
you. And, still, they will 
come. 

CLOSE IT DOWN, 
Pt II: There is one body of 
natural wealth, and it isn't 
yours. Sony. It isn't any
body's, and anybody who 
attempts to possess it is 
delusional and should be 
treated as such. It doesn't 
matter who your god is or 
how many of them you 
have. It ain't yours, and if 
you think it is, you ai·e out 
of your mind. You either 
use it in ways that leaves 
more than you took, or you 
don't use it. 

CLOSE IT DOWN & 
OPEN IT UP: Biz. Real 
biz. Have fon with capital-
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ism. That's what it's there 
for. Buy and sell to your 
heait's content, but not at 
the expense of anyone 
else's hea1t's content. 
Buying or selling tmderval
ued labor that can't afford 
to buy the things it pro
duces is simply wrong. 
Remember those cells that 
we emptied up above? 
They ai·e still there. 

LEGALIZE IT: All of it. 
Eve1ything. Dmg laws suc
ceed only in boosting the 
power of the police, the 
profits of the dmg bosses, 
and rampant violence of 
their tmderlings. Look at 
Mexico for just a moment. 
That is American dmg pol
icy in action. 

So that's my platfo1m. 
Same old, same old, I 
guess. There is nothing I 
am suggesting that does not 
echo the Roosevelt admin
istration's New Deal ... 
that's right, the one that got 
us out of The Great Depres
sion, and led to that golden 
age we think we remember 
of security and prosperity, 
and eaining enough to live 
on and balance the budget; 
have dinner with the fainily 
and two weeks at camp and 
a week at the Cape. It's 
eve1ything we could have 
now if the Republicans 
weren't such neo-Fascist 
creeps and the 
Demr weren't Sl_lCh 1, 
... well ... weemes. !I 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Leash Laws Enforced 

W«lnesday, 10/20 Pratt Street. Picked up dog 
and brought to kennel. 

motor vehicle after license 
suspension. 
7:33 p.m. Assisted 
Montague police with 
domestic disturbance on 
Woodlawn Drive. 

7:Il p.m. Assisted 
Montague police with 
panic alarm at the water
shed off of Green Pond 
Road. No signs of forced 
entry. 

Local, Organic Produce, 

Deli, <'al in or take out, 

llakery Specialities, 
II :40 a.m. Report of a 
loose dog on Gunn Street. 
Dog returned to owner, and 
owner advised of leash 
laws. 

I:45 p.m. Report of trac
tor trailer unit pulling 
down phone lines on 
Central Street. Stopped 
same. Verizon advised of 
lines down. 

I I :05 p.m. Assisted 
Northfield police with 
large bonfire and underage 
drinking party on Millers 
Falls Road. 

Sunday, 10/24 
.\'teat & Cheese, Natural Groc<'ries, 

Supplements & Bod~, :an•. lten1-s, ti~\tirnijroMMUN11r 
Thuaday, 10/21 
12:15 p.m. Report of a 
loose dog on Ridge Road. 
Gone upon arrival. 

Saturday, 10/23 

2:00 p.m. Assisted Orange 
police with felony arrest on 
Route 2 near exit 14. 
Monday, 10/25 
I0:38 a.m. Report of pos
sible identity theft from 
West High Street resident. 
Advised of options. 

@ Monthly Stlecials '" ...... ,, •.• ~.., ....... II/ 
• ~ M•rlot l,Urk.•t ~ 

CO.OPERA Tl\$ 
Green Fields Market l\1cCusker's Market 

7:02 p.m. Crimin. 
cation issued to ... 

2: IO p.m. Motor vehicle 
crash on Route 2 in Farley 
area. Report taken. State 
police will investigate. 

144 Main St.,Greenfield 3 State Street, Shelburne Falls 

Friday, 10/22 
9:55 a.m. Loose dog on , !!'operating a 

Mon-Fri 8-8 Open Daily 
Sat 9 6, Sun 10 5 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
(413) 773-9567 (413) 625-9411 

www.frankl1ncommunity.coop 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monument.s ¥-1!1!£'fJVC 

~:7 p~ People often come lo see us 
becouse their parents 
ond their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
1h01 kind of loyalty, 
and we work hord to keep it. 
• Gory and Noncy Melen 

The perfect remembrance· 

SINCE 1888 

,.. w e engr'!ve c'~ 

I 
memories 

that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

TRUCKS BUSES 

FIRE APPARATUS 
Antique Truck Repair & Restoration 

413-863-8634 • Route 2 • G i II 

River View Muscle Therap9 

Muscle Therapy 
Swedish Massage 
Therapeutic Touch 

By Appointment 0 
Julie Lowensburg, 
Member, AMTA.---~-. 

2 5ndge5treet •Shel ume Falls•+! }-625-99-;2 or6H-0220 



8 

Inside Art and Upside 
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1
- -, the various pa11s, mash
OLU n ing up the li~e between 

a1t and audience from 
r"'l'III,-.-~ the sta1t. He followed 

this with a more enig-
matic script, also by 
Ives, read by four brave 
women, called Philip 
Glass Buys Half a Loaf 
of Bread, an experimen
tal piece containing the 
imm01tal line, "She was 
lying there in a white 
cotton dress, and I mis
took her for a rowboat." 

T,'h b. · · ,,,.., L'I · · ·u b B .. L, • l, ,1 T, G The play, or spoken e Am igutftes P-J nvitation au voyage ry auw:,atre: l,-,;, amara rogan, score seemed to be a 
Hilary Weiner, John Cranti, Daniel Hales, Chas. Leach (Christopher Wilkry on drums) meditation 011 the time 
BY DAVID DETMOLD from a wide anay of media signature of yeasted love, 
TURNERS FALLS - The com- together in one place, taking off punched up with concatenations 
plaint heard more frequently in their blindfolds, and turning of onomatopoeia and small 
our easy to find, hard to leave them loose to mix it up with each explosions of contrapuntal 
village these days is no longer other's muses in the Confluence speech- a music of s01ts. 
about lack of night life. It's about Convocation at the Galle1y at Heather Maloney took the 
the oppression of being unable to Hallmark. The event, dubbed stage, except there was no stage. 
choose between the wealth of Ekphrasis: Art about Art, drew a Let's say she took the audience, 
exciting live ente1tainment and crowd of more than 80 who left captivating them with her 
cultural offerings available on the galle1y sated and elated - and acoustic spell and singing songs 
almost any night of the week. perhaps with their a1t horizons with an intensity and honesty 
Pinch me. We're talking about elongated - by evening's end. that came as something of a 
Turners Falls. Hales, a rakish Quentin shock to those of us weaned on 

On Friday, October 22nd, Tarantino personality with Pulp irony and Depeche Mode. 
RiverCulture ruts czarina Lisa Culture sensibilities, kick sta1ted Maloney deals an unusually pure 
Davol teamed up with the event with ai1 unreheai'Sed fonn of the muse, singing songs 
Greenfield impresario Dfilliel reading of David Ives' Degas on the naked edge of yearning, 
Hales to make it easier for local C'est Moi, dragooning willing playing guitars named Baby, 
night-clubbe1'S by bringing aitists victims from the audience to read Joni, and Mitchell. She is the 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

Dolores O'Riordai1 of Tm11e1'S 
Falls. (You cai1 see her Friday 
night at Bmrito Rojo, if you can 
tear yom'Self away from Lake 
Street Dive at the Voo, or the 

Outerspace Band at the 
Roadhouse. See what I mean?) 

Jai1el Nockleby led off for 
The Poets, offering more than 
haiku with her enigmatic sign
posts to Amerikan beauty. 
Lynette Vai11011 offered a sweet 
sestina on Chagall and coffee. 
Chris Daiyl Jailke finally got to 
Rembrandt, in two poems, a 
sh01t ve1'Sion ai1d a longer one 
that exploded the corpuscles of 
the first and showed you master
fully arom1d the source of dark 
ai1d light, one beat behind the 
extrinsic, mlintelligible old stai·
ling coming home to roost. 

Hales played poems by 
Wallace Stevens, Charles 
Baudelaire, Lawrence Ferlin
ghetti and othe1'S with his band 
the Ambiguities, in various per
mutations, making a hollow and 
spacious som1d of shimmering 
chords, spiced with venom. 

Poet James Grinwis, whose 
eyes had not shut since he got the 
invitation to pe1form weeks eai·
lier, led the audience on a cut
rate tour of the bai·gain basement 
of his mind, a scaiy place to visit, 
much less live. 

And the eve11ing reached new 
heights of idolatiy as Grant 
Wicks slung his guitar ai·ow1d his 
svelte shoulder, shook the di1ty 
blond bai1gs out of his soft, 
wounded eyes and took Ray 
Davies down a notch with a ten
der love ballad to a girl ai1d her 
gun. He played on, and the audi
ence swooned like sheaves 
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before a well-slung scythe. It was 
all too beautiful. 

The saine could be said of the 
duets between poet Maiy Clare 
Powell and Violet Walker on 
musical saw that rom1ded out an 
ainazing evening of shape shift
ing, border bending rut about rut, 
or as the Greeks would say, 
Ekphrasis. In Tm11e1'S we just call 
it another night on the town. 

The Confluence events 
surrounding the Biennial 
Exhibit at the Gallery at 
Halhnark, 85 Avenue A, 
conclucle on Friday, 
October 29th (rain date 
October 30th) from 5:30 to 
7: 15 p .m. with an artist 
networking event and clos
ing ceremony: Water 
Dances. 

Co-sponsored by the 
Fostering Art and Culture 
Project and RiverCulture, 
the Water Dances perform-
ance by Phyllis 
Labanowski, Ariana 
Shelton and Laura Marie of 
Hooping Harmony, serves 
as a gesture of appreciation 
to fresh waters. Thirteen 
hoop dancers and twelve 
water carriers will lead par
ticipants from the sidewalk 
outside of the Gallery at 
Halhnark (85 Avenue A) to 
a grassy knoll at the 
Discovery Center, one 
block away, where Water 
Dances will be performed. 

la~~CCK H(O)lUJ~IE 8(0)AR[)) AN[)) 5TAIFIF W(O)~K 

PAJD FOR BY THE ROSENBERG COMMITTEE 
PETER SHEA, TREASURER 

8 KINGMAN RD., AMHERST, MA 01002 

T(O) BlUJ ~ IL[)) COM IMl lUJ N ~Tif 
BY JONAIHAN VON" RANSON 
TURNERS FALLS - Erin 
Mye1'S has been hired as the pro
gram director of the Brick House 
Community Resource Center, 
following the departure of execu
tive director Prakash Laufer this 
summer. Mye1'S' hiring, ai1d the 
elimination of the position of 
executive director, reflect organi
zational chai1ges at the Brick 
House that represent a more pro
grainmatically involved board, 
and new plans on how the organ
ization will make its income. 

The Brick House has become 
boai·d-driven, which effectively 
means members of the boai·d 
decide what prograins will be 
offered, to what target audience, 
and who gets hired to nm them. 

"It's a lot more work," said 

board member Neil 
Young. "It means deci
sions are made by the 
board rather thai1 by one 
pe1'So11, but we feel the 
board more directly 
reflects the community 
thai1 one person does." 

Already, the Brick 
House is homing in on a 
less grant-reliant, more ....,. 
entrepreneurial way of Erin l\fyers is the new program director for 
doing business via 'social the Brick House Community Resource Center 
enterprises' - prograins . . . 
that use a combination of people- Bnck House. Another is its Green 
energy ai1d staff know-how to Jobs progi~ms. . 
briner in revenue while seivino Mye1'S 1s ai1 energetic 33-year
co~unity needs. An exainple i~ old the~er ~1d visual aitist who 
Power Town Music an onooino was hired m September. She 

' o o 1 h •• music booking and production recent y got er masters m mter-
program working to develop 
teens' promotional skills at the see BRICK HOUSE pg 9 
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Delicious Heart Healthy Emu 

Songline Emu Farm 
66 French King Hwy, Gill 

www.allaboutemu.com 

Diemand Farm 

No hormones 
or antibiotics 

Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
12n - 6pm 

413 863-2700 

Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

Accepting Orders for 
yYesfi 'Ifui:nks9i'Vi11fJ 

Turiey tfiru 11/14 
and don't forget to 

visit our store! 
Now accept credit and debit cards 

Farmstand Hom·s: 
6 Days a Week 6 a m.-6 p m. 

Sunday 10 am. -4 pm. 

Call: 978-544-3806 

SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.•fri.10·6, Sat. 10•5 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 
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BY ANNE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - Despite 
the cold, rainy weather, hungiy 
people were lined up from the 
Brick House almost to the comer 
of 3rd and Canal for the third 
annual Ha1vest Supper on 
October 1st. It turned out to be 
perfect timing for new progi·am 
director Erin Myers to meet com
munity members and Brick 
House pa1ticipants. 

The free dillller featured a fes
tival-like atmosphere with tents, 
cider presses, and giant meat 
smokers crowding the street and 
sidewalks. It's possible the 
mouth-watering aroma of smok
ing turkey and fresh pressed hot 
cider were responsible for dou
bling attendance over previous 
years. More likely the size of the 

BRICK HOUSE from pg 8 

national education from UMass 
and has worked domestically ai1d 
internationally in a1ts-based 
community education. Clearly a 
professional educator, she is nev
e1theless rese1ved about her 
vision for B11ck House programs, 
saying flatly, "I'm coming from 
the outside. People in the com
munity may view me as a profes
sional. I shouldn't create pro
grams; I need the commmlity to 
tell me." 

And that's basically tl1e idea -
for community needs ai1d inter
ests to flow to the resource center 
from people ai1d neigl1borhoods, 
through the newly empowered 
board, to the talented staff that 
will run the programs. 

''The board members all have 
their own connections in the 
community," Myers said. "That's 
why we had 150 people at the 
Haivest Supper," refen'ing to the 
free aimual dillller featm'ing local 
foods tl1e B11ck House hosted on 
October I st. 

Myers places faith in tl1e "old
timers, ones who stuck it out" in 
the face of tidal changes in eco
nomic and industi'ial patterns 
over recent decades, and she 
wants tl1e 20-year-old commmli
ty resource center to leain from 
these individuals. ''Hopefully the 
Brick House exists for that base," 
she said, adding, ''well, for newer 
groups witl1 tl1eir own intentions, 
too." 

About the old timers, she said, 
"I don't know them yet, but I 
already know tl1ey're gi·eat st01y 
tellers. You ask where a coffee 

crowd reflected the pivotal place 
the Brick House holds as an 
impo1tant community resource 
for downtown Tm11ers. 

The original commmlity meal 
in 2008 was a celebration of the 
ha1vest of the Brick House Illllll
garden - pioneered by Anna 
Hendricks and Toby Briggs of 
Undergi·owth Frum in Gill - who 
built raised beds and trellises on 
the side of the building ai1d added 
a container gai·den to the roof 
over the Brick House studio. 

The first two meals were fund
ed in pa1t by Commmlities that 
Care gi·ants, but this yeai· the 
meal transitioned to a giant 
potluck with contributions from 
local farms, restaurai1ts, orgaili
zations and commmlity mem
bers. The organizing committee 

shop is ai1d you leain a lot." 
Myers added, "I hope we cai1 

get a sto1ytelling gi·oup going 
here." (Renlinder: it'll need 
board approval.) She'd like some 
nliddle-aged and older people to 
join the board. 

Myers spent the four years 
after college gi·aduation working 
for activist and community
building non-profits in South 
Bronx, Iowa City and Nicai·agua. 
In the Bronx, she worked to save 
119 commmlity gardens on city
owned prope1ty from auction. 
(They did get auctioned, but, 
thailks to her ai1d fellow activists' 
effo1ts, were bought by a wealthy 
person who protected tl1em witl1 
a land tiust, keeping the commu
nity gardens alive.) In Nicai-agua, 
she pa1ticipated in arts-based 
popular education, teaclling 
youth how to teach tl1eater to oth
ers, to raise consciousness about 
local issues. 

Myers' family comes from 
Illinois and Pellllsylvailia, but she 
has a defulite international bent 
tl1at de11ves from her facility for 
foreign languages ai1d shows up 
in her cmrent stable of fi'iends. 
Her husband, Pape Bathie Pouye, 
is from Senegal. He's mai1aging 
producer of Ancient Meets U1bai1 
Music and a fom1ding member of 
Gokh-Bi System, a Senegalese 
hip hop bai1d. She and Pape cur
rently live in Hatfield, thougl1 
Myers said they hope to move to 
Tm11ers. 

As chance would have it, 
Myers stumbled into her new 
place of employment and met 
some of her fellow staff when she 
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of Katie Sachs, Ellen Spring, 
Dawn Montague, Anna 
Hendricks, Erin McKelvey and 
Aaron St. Jeai1 did a fabulous job 
of inviting commmlity organiza
tions and businesses to paitici
pate, along with individuals. 

Turkey from the Diemai1d 
Frum in Wendell was smoked by 
Lou ai1d Leslie Ekus of Holy 
Smokes in their eno1mous 
po1table smoker, wllile bouquets 
of fresh flowers from Lauglling 
Dog Farm adorned the tables. 
Uppingil Fa1m's Soffel Hatch 
supe1vised the pressing of fresh 
cider, as children and adults alike 
enjoyed turning the mammoth 
wheel to watch fresh cider pour 
out the spigot. The mountain of 
fresh apples provided by Apex 
ai1d Pine Hill orchai·ds in Coh·ain 
slowly dwindled, as pot after pot 
of hot cider waimed chilly spec
tators. 

was given the Brick House 
address for a meeting that was 
actually being held at the 
Rendezvous, a block southeast 
on 3rd Street. Coincidentally, 
she'd read the notice for the job 
ai1d had been intending to apply 
for it. She returned for her inter
views. 

Myers sees her new organiza
tion as "not only a resource cen
ter, but also ai1 intersection that 
attrncts resourceful people, gives 
them a nesting place." She illus
trated with the example of 
PowerTown Music: "Musiciaiis 
came together, built a recording 
studio. Now they're a booking 
agency, they're consultai1ts to 
people making albums. Then," 
she said, ''youth got involved," 
adding another dimension of 
impact and community se1vice. 

She's noticed that "People 
come here ai1d say, 'I want to do 
tllis'," menti01ling the teen 'zine, 
Copy Right Infringement, that 
ai·ose when kids wanted some
tiling to publish their wi'iting and 
aitwork in. The next step nlight 
be for the Center to help a talent
ed a1tist like Kat Tingle, whose 
work appears in the 'zine, mom1t 
a show. In this sort of process, 
"There's not an executive direc
tor going out and finding a prob
lem ai1d wi'iting a gi·ai1t for it," -
which "11sks commodifying 
struggle" while creating jobs 
ai·ow1d it, "sometlling you don't 
wai1t to do." 

Myers is lured for 30 hours a 
week at the B11ck House. She's 
considering using it as the base 
for a side job - Focal Acoustics, 

People wait
ed impatiently 
for their tm11 to 
fill their plates 
with the seem
ingly endless 
supply of food. 
All told there 
were more than 
45 contributors, 
including 
Round Here •-~:;.__ 
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Cafe, Second The Brick House Harvest Supper 
Street Baking 
Company, Bm11to Rojo ai1d the 
Rendezvous, supplemented by 
Nourse Faims, the Montague Zen 
House, Frailklin Comity Tech, 
Community Action, STEP and 
Ame11c01ps. 

There was minimal waste, as 
meals were se1ved off china 
plates and a steady stream ofvol
m1teers washed them under the 
tent on the front step. 

a sta1tup orgailization that teach
es people "how to frame issues in 
the lens of a camera, helping 
mlheai·d voices to resonate glob
ally." She'd run the project in her 
spare time. 
Social Enterprise Model 

Mike Boswo1th, of West 
Brattleboro, is a fo1mer executive 
director ai1d business manager of 
the B11ck House. ''The focus over 
the last ten to 12 years," he said, 
"has been teens, young adults," 
who "found the B11ck House a 
safe place to be, to progi·ess, to 
find tilings to do that were meai1-
ingful to them." That area of 
se1vice should continue, 
Boswo1th said, as in tl1e Green 
Jobs progi·am - "ce1tainly good 
for tl1e B11ck House and its clien
tele." 

"Besides filling that need," 
Boswo1th said, "the Brick House 
has also paitnered well with 
other organizations," such as the 
nearby Montague Catholic 
Social Ministi'ies and the Gill
Montague School Disti'ict. 

About the orgailization 
becoming board-d11ven, 
Boswo1th said, "A commmlity 
resource organization should lis
ten, obviously. If it's not the 
wealtlliest commm1ity in the 
world, it has needs others don't." 

Boswo1th agrees with the 
need to find non-gi·ant income 
sources of funding for the Brick 
House, saying the board "has 
long recognized that (tl1e center) 
was too dependent on grants for 
the maj011ty of its budget. This is 
why the Powe1town Music 
effo1t, leveraging a ve1y experi-

Composting buckets were set up 
ai1d all recyclables were pulled 
from tl1e waste stream. 

This year's Ha1vest Supper 
demonstrated that the B11ck 
House is a place where people 
can come to find resources or get 
connected to resources, but even 
more impo1tai1tly, that it is an 
intersection in the community 
that attracts resourceful people. 

enced Peter Hamelin, is impor
tant. If it can gi·ow and produce a 
steady revenue sti·eam," he said, 
"it cai1 be ve1y helpful to the 
organization." 

Likewise, he feels the Green 
Jobs progimn "could m01ph into 
a social ente1p11se, as it has in 
Holyoke for Nuestic1s Raices ai1d 
its Energia strut-up. If successful, 
that additional revenue cai1 let the 
Brick House be even less 
dependent on gia11ts." 

Anna Hendi'icks is a cmrent 
boai·d member. On the board, she 
said, there ai·e those who focus 
on social enterprise endeavors 
ai1d others, like her, who hy to 
fuither the B11ck House's com
mmlity center fui1ction. 

Hendi·icks came to the Brick 
House three and a half years ago 
as a new resident of Gill. She ai1d 
her husbai1d Toby soon catalyzed 
a snack garden outside the teen 
center, created a wonn compost 
bin, and organized the first hai·
vest supper. They also helped i1li
tiate a movie night for fihns 
about movements for self-deter
mination in otl1er counti'ies. 

Half a yeai· ago, after talking 
to friends, staff, and teens, 
Hendricks joined the boai·d ''to 
make the B11ck House even more 
awesome." She sees its rooms 
attracting ai1d hosting even more 
pmposeful work, pleasure ai1d 
play, that, in the right nlix, help 
grow a community. 

"We have tl1e building, the 
great space, to be the gatl1ering 
place for all kinds of people ai1d 
projects in Turners 1■■ 
Falls." ~ 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 •Pizzas 
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72 
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Regency Fireplace Products 
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places today! Our Fireplace Design 
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LISA ENZER, M.ED., RYT 
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Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 
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Legal Notice MONTAGUE from pg 6 

share capital costs with Etving to 
maintain that plant. 

This year, Montague has 
already seen unanticipated 
expenses as lawyers and engi
neers have been hired to deter
mine what the effect of the 
recently rediscovered 1973 
agreement between Montague 
and Erving might be. Erving 
spent $5.2 million upgrading the 
treatment plant, but failed to con
sult Montague about that renova
tion in advance, so Montague was 
unable to apply for grant fonding 
to assist with their cost of repairs. 
Now, Montague may consider 
building its own pump station in 
Millers Falls to send the sewerage 
from that village up the hill to 
flow to Montague's treatment 
plant, avoiding the need to use 
Erving's sewer services, said 
Trombley. 

selectboard meeting and agreed 
with Trombley's recommenda
tion to keep rates flat. Southwo1th 
Paper is the largest customer of 
the Montague sewer system, pay
ing more than $300,000 in sewer 
bills annually. 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
TOWN OF WENDELL PLANNING BOARD 

Another option for use of the 
retained earnings could be reduc
ing debt incwTed on Montague 
sewer plant improvements, most 
notably the combined sewer 
overflow (CSO) project. 
According to Trombley, the 
source of the $250,045 in 
retained earnings for fiscal year 
2010 is from increased efficien
cies at the water treatment plant, 
and additional retained earnings 
are anticipated in fiscal year 
2011, perhaps up to $213,545. A 
new Fownier rotary dewatering 
press may be up and rnnning by 
March or April, reported 
Trombley, which should result in 
an additional $100,000 in 
retained earnings per year alone. 

A representative from 
Southworth Paper attended the 

The cwTent sewer rates per 
1000 gallons are: $5.56 for Gill 
and Southwo1th; $6.00 for 
Turners Falls, Montague Center, 
Montague City, Lake Pleasant, 
and Millers Falls; $334 annual 
flat rate for users with private 
wells. 

Additionally: 
Please welcome to town the 

Solar Belly, a solar powered trash 
compactor, installed in 
Peskeomskut Park on October 
21st. 

The winter home of the 
Montague Parks and Recreation 
depa1tment will be in the base
ment of Montague's town hall. 

fain Myers has been approved 
by the selectboard for a three
year te1m on the Montague cul
tural cotmcil. 

The election wan-ant has been 
re-approved for November 2nd 
by the selectboard, this time 
including non-binding ballot 
questions four and five. These 
ballot questions would instmct 
state legislators to support single 
payer health care for all citizens, 
similar to Medicare, and to sup
po1t regulation and taxation of 
marijuana, similar to alcohol. 

A representative is needed for 
the Wells Trust from the town of 
Montague to help select high 
school and college students from 
the area to receive scholarships. 
For more info, please call the 
selectboard office: 863-3200 x 
201. u 

~t clear Choi 
~o b ~~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 0714 I 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

In accordance with the provi
sions of M.GL. Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, the Wendell Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
at 7:30 p.m. on November 16, 
2010 at the Town Offices, 9 
Morse Village Road. 

The subject matter of the pro
posed amendments is/are as indi
cated below. The complete text 
and maps relative to the proposed 
amendments are available for 
inspection during regular busi
ness hours at the Wendell Town 
Office ordinarily Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., by 
phone at (978) 544-3395, and at 
the Wendell Libraiy. Any person 
interested or wishing to be heard 
on the application should appear 
at the time and place designated. 

- Nan Riebschlaeger, Chair 
Wendell Planning Board 

• Article m Definitions - Add 
three definitions, "Project Area" 
refening to the ai·ea within a 
Conse1vation Development pro
posed Site Plan, "Net Project 
Area'' refe1Ting to the area with
out prior restrictions, and 
"Applicant" refening to a person 
or persons requesting approval 
for a Site Plan or Special Pe1mit, 
including a Conservation 
Development proposal. 

Changes to Alticle VI and X 
are both pait of this new pro
posed Conservation 
Development: 

• Article VI changes describe 
how rapidly building pe1mits are 
allowed for lots subdivided from 
a lai·ger lot tmder two by right 
options: (1) traditional roadside 
lots meeting minimum Zoning 
requirements (3 acres and 200 
feet of frontage, with exceptions 
as allowed by the Wendell 
Bylaws and Massachusetts 
General Laws) and (2) 
Conse1vation Development 
which allows lots without mini
mum frontage or acreage require
ments within a site plan review 
with at least 75% of the 
Conse1vation Development proj
ect tmder a Conservation 
Restriction and 25% available for 
the development. Both develop
ment options would be consid
ered "by right" in the revised 
Zoning Bylaws. Conse1vation 

Development lots are excepted 
from the Alticle VI pace on 
issuance of building pennits. 

• Alticle VI. Special Pe1mits, 
Use Regulations and Site Plan 
Review 

Amend Section F to add new 
"Site PB" pe1mit category, add 
additional language to the 
Residential Uses table heading, 
and add a new "Conservation 
Development" ently at the end of 
the residential section of the 
table, as shown. 

{Add to list of kind ofpe1mits 
and reviews available} 

Site PB = By right with site 
plan review from the Planning 
Boai·d 

lnse1t the following in the 
Residential Uses Table as fol
lows: 

I.· Residential Uses 
{insert following ently in 

table heading} 
1. • Except for Conservation 

Developments under Alticle X, 
new primaiy dwellings are 
allowed, subject to all other pro
visions of these Wendell Zoning 
Bylaws, at the rate of no greater 
than one new primaiy dwelling 
in any 7 year period on either: 1) 
a lot in existence on [inse1t date 
of first Town Meeting Wammt 
notice or adoption]; or 2) a new 
lot divided from a lot in existence 
on [inse1t date of first Town 
Meeting WaiTant notice or adop
tion]. 

Conservation Development 
(in accordance with Alticle X) 

Site PB 
Conservation Development 
(Proposals deviating from 

Alticle X) 
Special Pennit PB 

• Alticle X Conse1vation 
Development. Delete entire cw-
rent text and replace with entire 
Alticle X text to provide for a by 
right Site Plan review for 
Conse1vation Development as 
cited in Alticle VI changes. 
Conservation Development is 
described in detail below. 

• Article X changes describe a 
Conservation Development 
review in detail. A Conse1vation 
Development project area is 
divided into two areas: 75% of 

the land, would be set aside with 
a pe1manent Conse1vation 
Restriction., 25% of the land, 
may be developed with greater 
flexibility, streamlined reviews, 
without dimensional require
ments, and allow creative build
ing layout design consistent with 
the mral chai·acter of Wendell. A 
Conse1vation Analysis prepai·ed 
by the applicant identifies the 
land for residential development 
and the land for protection from 
development. The Planning 
Board reviews the Conse1vation 
Analysis and prepares a 
Conse1vation Finding. 

The Conse1vation 
Development's project area 
includes the protected and devel
oped land which can be located 
on one lot, multiple lots or a por
tion of one or more lots. The 
Conse1vation Development 
Applicant may be one or more 
property owners. Also, if the 
Applicant has land with an exist
ing rest:11ction that acreage is not 
included in the net project area, 
but the Applic.ant may designate 
some of that land to reach the 
85% threshold and request a 
waiver of the foll Conse1vation 
Analysis. 

The Conse1vation Rest:11ction 
may allow activities consistent 
with a working landscape, like 
agi'iculture, n·ee cutting, garden
ing, hunting, fishing, gathe1ing, 
and trails, or it could limit one or 
more of those activities, at the 
option of the Applicant. If neces
sa1y, the protected land could 
contain a septic system or play 
ai·ea, subject to Planning Boai·d 
approval. The Applic.ant defines 
this area, consistent with the 
Conse1vation Finding. 

The Conse1vation 
Development uses a fo1mula for 
dete1mining a maximum number 
of dwelling tmits, since frontage 
and acreage requirements don't 
apply. Credit - to allow more 
dwelling tmits - is given for 
affordable housing as defined by 
MGL chapter 40B or for work 
the developer does to enhance 
public access to the protected 
land. Bonus density is also 
allowed in the developed area if 
85% of the 011ginal project ai·ea 
is preserved. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MARINI BUILDERS 
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• Home Improvements 
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24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A retirement home for independent senior 

women of Franblin County since 1942. 

f-amily-style meals, beautiful surroundings, 
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(413) 773-7252 
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Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

It Figuresl 
Kate McGrath, MBA 

413-768-9095 

Income Tax and Accounting 
Specializing in QuickBooks 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

'° • Couon • Silks • Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery Material 
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CASH & CHECKS ONLY 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

($'~ ~ §~ @feaw,; Md~ fo ~ ~ 
If you have remain

ing tomatoes that have 
achieved their foll size, 

1 you can wrap them in 
newspaper. Check fre
quently, as they will 
ripen and while they 
will not taste like vine 
ripened fiuit, these 
tomatoes will still be an 
improvement over win
ter tomatoes from the 

MARY AZARlAN WOODBLOCK super market. 
The harvest oflarge, 

BY LESLIE BROWN brightly colored sweet 
MONTAGUE CITY - peppers has been stored in the 
Unbelievably, as of this writing, freezer. All that remains in the 
we have not yet experienced a garden are a few underdeveloped 
frost here by the river. green peppers, barely wo1th the 

The chilly mornings have picking. 
been buffered by fog on the It's time to pull the tomato, 
Connecticut. Still, the warm pepper, squash and cucumber 
weather plants are spent. plants and clean up the garden in 

The tired foliage of the toma- preparation for next year's sea
toes hangs here and there with son. Do not compost these plant 
pallid, green fiuit. Most, howev- remainders into your developing 
er, I have picked on nights with compost piles or containers, as 
frost advisories. While I can har- you will only add molds and 
vest these last green smvivors, Inildew to the enriched soil you 
they will not be ve1y flavorful, want to use to feed next year's 
even if they do tUin red in the plants. Give these plants back to 
warmth of the kitchen. the eaith in another place, along 

Popular Electrician Dies Young 

• 
' 

County firms before going 
into business for himself. He 
piloted his own small plane 
and raced a <lilt bike. His 
wide circle of friends, col
leagues and his fainily motll'll 
his eai·ly passing. 

A 1995 graduate of 
Franklin Cotmty Technical 
School, Jeny Facey appren
ticed locally and became a 
master electi'ician. He began 
his own business, Facey 
Electi'ic, about eight years 
ago and became known for 
fine electi'ical work. He was 

__,,._ ... enthusiastic about dirt-bike 
I ,; c, 

STEPHEN BROil PHOTO J 
Jerry Faery 

JONATHAN VON RANSON 
ERVING- Jerald Andi·ew Facey, 
a well-liked ymmg man and well
respected electrical conti·actor, 
died October 9th at his home in 
Eiving at the age of 33. 

He grew up on his fainily's 
farm in Wendell, the son of Bill 
Facey and Linda Boutwell, and 
worked at several Franklin 

racing, but his one oven'iding 
passion was a love of flying. 

Besides flying his own plane, he 
traveled frequently on commer
cial airlines. 

Facey worked on many con
st111ction jobs with Stephen Broll 
of Wendell, a builder who got to 
know him well and considered 
him "one of the smartest people I 
ever met, by his knowledge of the 
mechanical world." 

with bmsh or weeds you are pil
ing. 

I have left a crop of Kentucky 
Wonder pods to diy for beans for 
soups this winter. The vines and 
the beans themselves are still 
quite green so I may have left this 
plan until too late. We should 
have a killing frost soon, and then 
the beans will wither before they 
matm·e and diy. 

I have read recently about 
pulling whole tomato plants, fiuit 
and all, and hanging them in a 
shed or garage to let the fiuit 
ripen. Perhaps I'll tiy this method 
with my beans and see how it 
goes. 

The only other thriving veg
etable plant left in the garden is 
the kale, which seems to love the 
cool weather. It is delicious 
chopped and steamed briefly or 
dropped into soups and stews. 
This mgged plant can smvive 
light frosts and can in some 
places be mulched with hay and 
harvested well into the winter. 

The late season roses are espe
cially sweet. It will be such a long 
time before these bushes are in 
full bloom again. I treasure each 

Substantiating his impression, 
Broll added, "When they hire at 
Hillside Plastics they give apti
tude tests. He told me he got the 
highest score they ever record
ed." 

Once, when Facey was work
ing as an apprentice, Broll said he 
encouraged him to go on his own 
professionally. "He did, and he 
became my electi'ician. I appreci
ated his creativity and attention to 
detail. I never needed to wony 
about his work or how clean he'd 
leave the site. And he'd always 
make friends with my cus
tomers." 

Dan Keller, member of the 
Wendell selectboard, writes, 
"Jeny was born in Wendell, and 
grew up as our neighbor. Our two 
children were about the same age 
as Jeny and his brother Jim, and 
many were the days that the 
'Facey boys' would come over to 
play in the fields, woods, or ti·ee
house. So we knew Jeny since he 
was a toddler, then all the way 
through Swift River School. 
Dtu'ing all those years Jeny dis
played the most cheerful, good-

and eve1y last blossom, leaving 
one for the yard and cutting one 
for the house. 

Now is the pe1fect time to 
plant for one of the eai·liest of 
spring flowers, the daffodil or 
narcissus. There are so many 
varieties now developed for natu
ralizing. You can plant them 
freely in the yard or in the woods 
edging your yard. 

It's helpful to have a bulb 
planter if you are di·opping them 
randomly around your prope1ty. 
That will save labor. But these 
hardy bulbs will not need any
thing else besides a place four to 
six inches down in the soil. 

The bulb will be the plant's 
source offood in the coming sea
son. If you have a bit of bone 
meal handy, you can di·op a pinch 
into each hole you dig, and then 
you can sit back and prepare to 
enjoy. 

These beauties will not pro
voke the interest of moles or 
voles and will reward you with 
growing clumps of flowers with
out any fi.uther assistance from 
the gardener. There are many 
shapes and a range of colors 

natm·ed, and htunble spiI'it one 
could imagine. He was always 
fi.m to have arotmd, tmassmning 
but engaging, quiet but creative, 
helpfi.tl and always ready to join 
in a new project or embark on 
some new adventure in the 
woods. 

"When he went to Franklin 
Tech," Keller continued, "he 
studied hard and became an 
excellent electi'ician. His ability 
to maintain a high level of con
centration and focus made him an 
expe1t and efficient worker. He 
also managed to maintain his 
buoyant attitude when working, 
and seemed to take on each proj
ect as a challenge and new adven
hue, with his characteristic, 
beaming sinile. 

"He flew a plane with a kind 
of delicacy and sensitivity that 
could be seen from below. I often 
stopped work outside to watch 
him di'ift in gentle circles arotmd 
the hill where he grew up. When 
winter came, he would put skis 
on the plane and land in the fam
ily hay field." 

"Our hea1ts go out to the 

available, as well as some fra
grant types to plant. Plant some 
now for early spring pleasure. 

You can also plant salad 
greens now, as well as garlic for 
next sunnner. The seeds oflettuce 
and spinach will crack now in the 
cold and the green will sta1t to 
show. Don't be concerned when 
they look limp after frost or light 
snow. They will show up in the 
ve1y eai·ly spring and yield a fine 
crop you can enjoy in April. 

Garlic cloves planted now will 
settle their roots and then show 
green tips early tluough the last 
March snows. 

Once the vegetation has been 
cleaned from your garden spaces, 
spread some manure and com
post if you have it to work in as 
you plant next spring. Starting a 
few crops now will bring your 
thoughts away from the bitter
sweet end of the gardening sea
son and move you to happy 
visions of the spring to come. 
After all, it won't be long before 
the seed catalogues a1rive and 
you can visualize next year's gar
den. 

Happy gardening! 

Faceys - Bill, Laurel, and Jerry's 
tluee brothers," said Keller. 
"They are a sti·ong fainily coming 
together to face this challenge, 
and they have the loving support 
of many neighbors and friends." 

Facey leaves his paternal 
grandinother Mrs. WaiTen Facey 
of Leyden, his maternal grand
mother, Shirley Boutwell of 
Colorado, his father Bill and his 
wife Laurel of Wendell, his moth
er Linda of Colorado, and his 
tluee older brothers and their 
fainilies, Dan and his wife Keny 
of Hinsdale, NH, David and his 
wife Lynn and their two childi·en 
Tyler and Cole of Greenfield, 
MA, and Jim and his fiancee 
Tainmy of Eiving, MA. Jeny 
also leaves his long-time girl
friend Lisa Caranfa of Athol, and 
his nephews, atmts, uncles, 
cousins, step-sisters and a step
brother. 

Calling hours for Jeny are this 
Thursday at Smith-Kelleher 
Ftmeral Home, from 6 to 8 p m 
A se1vice will be held on Friday 
at 1 pm, also at Srnith-Kelleher. 
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GILL from page 7 
idea that the foture is unce1tain 
and everyone has to do their 
best." 

If the goals are met by all par
ties, a surplus of about $55,000 
may be realized by the end of the 
five year plan, Brown said. 

Ladd said he expects the 
DESE to recommend ways of 
reducing per-pupil expenditures 
at the G-M schools in the pending 

VOTE from pg 5 
have not yet resulted in a reduc
tion in spending, and she claims 
the state budget is still fleeced 
with patronage and waste. 

"Government spending has 
gone up during this recession," 
claimed the tax cut advocate. 
"Total state spending on K-12 
education has gone up," said 
Howell, without refe1ring to the 
$13.8 billion in federal stimulus 
that flowed to Massachusetts dur
ing the last two years. "During 
the same time, families have had 
to cut 20 to 30% of their family 
budgets, while the state govern
ment has continued to spend 
more." She calls a tax rollback, 
"Long overdue. 

"Waste is marbled throughout 
state government," said Howell, 
when asked how legislators 
should deal with the impact of 
cutting an additional $2.5 billion 
out of the state budget if Question 
#3 can'ies on Tuesday, November 
2nd. "Spending at every one of 
the 540 state govellllilent agen
cies should be scmtinized, to see 
if they are wo1th their money, 
how high p110rity their work is, 
and to remove the patronage, the 
overspending, the redtmdancy, 
the sweetheart deals. We need to 
bring government employee 
retirement ages in line with their 

Gil/,J\il11ssnc/1usc11s 

Stop by Our Farmstand 
for Fresh Picked Fall 

Vegetables! 
Turn South on River Road 

One Mile from Tavern 
119 River Road, Gill 

(508) 397-4304 

district review. "That's why I was 
comfo1table saying we could 
come close to a zero percent 
increase in FY' 12 [ and for the 
second year in a row]." 

The board unanimously 
approved the compact. 

"It's a great document," said 
AnnBanash. 

The board appointed Randy 
Crochier, Leland Stevens, Jane 
Oakes, Jason Edson, Nancy 

p11vate sector cotmterparts. They 
are retiimg 13 yeai·s eai'lier, in 
their mid-50s or even 40s, unlike 
citizens, in their mid-60s. There 
is a dramatic inequity between 
government and the private sec
tor in retirement ages and in the 
amotmt they get from their pen
sions. Govellllilent workers 
receive 80% of their highest pay, 
while the everyday taxpayer 
relies on social security, which in 
many cases falls beneath the 
pove1ty level. The health care 
benefits for state employees are 
very generous, and completely 
out of sync with what private 
workers get. 

"If we root out all the waste in 
state govellllilent, we will find 
likely more than ten times the 
amotmt Question #3 will roll 
back," Howell claimed. 

Kulik countered that even 
without rolling back the sales tax, 
"We're anticipating up to a $2 
billion gap as we begin working 
on the FY '12 budget. That 
reflects the one-time revenues 
we've been using from the rainy 
day fond and federal stimulus 
spending. Even without Question 
#3, we know we're going to have 
to make additional cuts in state 
spending. If Question #3 did 
pass, the effect would be, on an 
annualized basis, $4.5 billion cut 
from a $32 billion budget. That's 
huge." 

Kulik added, "Out of $32 bil
lion, two-thirds or three-quaiters 
is really fixed debt service or pen
sion obligations." He said 
Howell, "so easily dismisses pen
sions as something that can be 
cut. The state cannot cut pensions 
in place. We have reformed pen
sions going fo1ward, and we 
should do more, but the obliga
tions are ve1y real." 

Kulik acknowledged pension 
refo1m is on the agenda national
ly, not just in Massachusetts, and 
said new hires would soon be 
treated differently in te1ms of 
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Griswold and Timmie Smith to 
the capital improvements com
mittee. Town administrative 
assistant Ray Purington agreed to 
coordinate the first meeting, and 
seek input from all town depart
ments about upcoming capital 
purchases greater than $10,000. 
A representative from the plan
ning board is still being sought 
for the CIC. 

By revising the contract with 

health care benefits and pensions. 
But he said attempts to take back 
benefits from cuffent employees 
"usually end up in court, and 
cotuts have consistently ruled that 
states caimot change obligations 
for employees and retirees. It's a 
fixed cost we have to folfill." 

Regai·dless, Howell said, "It's 
simply ludicrous to claim there 
isn't more government waste 
than what the state tax rollback 
will reduce. Govellllilent is typi
cally wastefol by its nature. It has 
no competition. It tends to be 
bloated by its fonction," and can 
only be cmtailed by the will of 
the governed, not the will of the 
govellllilent. 

Howell admitted, "Ce1tain 
ftmctions of government are 
obviously essential se1vice, such 
as law enforcement, pa1ticulai·ly 
at the local level, police and fire 
protection, and road mainte
nance." 

But she argued, "We will actu
ally strengthen a lot of these by 
removing a lot of the waste in 
state government and focusing 

Cintas to reflect the fact that the 
three highway employees are 
la1mdering their own uniforms, 
rather than having the company 
wash thelll, the town expects to 
save $800 a year. 

The Gill firemen's association 
will hold a Hallowe'en party for 
children from Gill and from the 
Gill school on Stmday at the fire 
station from 1 :00 to 2:30 pm 

The Gill Elementaiy School 

more on the essential services. It 
will remove the profiteers from 
their depa1tments and leave 
workers who actually want to 
se1ve the public. There ai·e many 
such good people in state and 
local govellllilent, especially at 
the local level. But far too many 
ai·e interested in perks and bene
fits and high pay, and that's not 
what government service is sup
posed to be about." 

Kulik noted that Question #3, 
if it passes, will "take effect on 
Janua1y 1st, 2011, halfway 
through the cmTent fiscal year. 
We would have to cut immediate
ly at least one and a quaiter bil
lion dollars out of our cmTent FY 
'11 spending. When it's that 
large an amotmt, you have to put 
eve1ything on the table: local aid 
and local education. Your choices 
ai·e limited." 

But Howell stressed the eco
nomic benefits of passing 
Question #3. "It will stimulate 
retail sales - not only along the 
New Hampshire border, where 
it's ve1y obvious that retail has 

October 28, 2010 

has coordinated a ftmdraiser 
using a catalogue of local goods. 
A percentage of each sale returns 
to the school PTO to suppo1t stu
dent activities. Conta.ct the school 
at 863-3255 for more details. 

The town received $3,870 
from the Mass Cultural Cotmcil 
to ftmd local cultural grants 
through the Gill cultural I~ 
cotmcil. IJ 

gone downhill in contrast to the 
new shopping centers springing 
up in southern New Hampshire, 
but in the southern and westem 
paits of the state. We're going to 
attract shoppers from New York, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island." 
By rolling back state sales taxes, 
"Question #3 is going to b1mg in 
shoppers to our state, just like the 
tax holiday did in the sununer." 

Kulik urged voters, "as they 
make up their minds on Question 
#3, to think about the se1vices 
that they or their families and 
friends receive - everything from 
police and fire protection to home 
care for seniors, and higher edu
cation for their sons and daugh
ters, or themselves. All of those 
things will be reduced if Question 
#3 passes, given the cuts that 
have ah'eady been made to many 
of those programs. We simply 
cannot afford this radical, across
the-boai·d reduction in state rev
enue that's really di'iven more by 
ideological politics than 
by fiscal reality." Iii 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 
Threatening and Harrassment 

Saturday. 10/23 
10:21 a.m. illegal 
dumping at Highland 

Apartments on Fourth 
Street. Advised of options. 
Sunday. 10/24 

Tuesc:lay, I0/19 
9:05 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on the bike path at 
Eleventh Street. Services ren
dered. 
Wedncsc:lay, 10/20 
2:19 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Second 
Street. Investigated. 

Thutsday, 10/21 
2:08 p.m. Suspicious other 
at the North end of the old 
Strathmore building. 
Investigated. 
3:27 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Third Street. 
Services rendered. 
5:40 p.m. Assatilt and bat
tery at Tt1rners Falls High 
School. Advised of options. 
6:12 p.m. Missing person at 
Dial/Self on Eleventh 
Street. Services rendered. 

6:53 p.m. Threatening 
harassment at Family Dollar 
on Avenue A Services ren
dered. 

Friday,10/22 
4:06 p.m. Missing person 
on Turner Street. Returned 
to home or family. 
6: 16 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on Woodland Drive. 
Services rendered. 

6:52 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on Third Street. 
Investigated. 
8: I 4 .m. Warrant arrest of 

10:08 p.m. Warrant arrest 
attempted on Third Street. 
No such person fotmd. 
I I :02 p.m. Domestic dis
turbance on G Street. Peace 
restored. 

Avenue before the railroad 
tracks. Referred to other 

agency. 
10:47 a.m. Domestic distur

bance on Turnpike Road. 
Services rendered. 
2:20 p.m. Drug, narcotics 
violation on G Street. 
Removed to hospital. 
3:03 p.m. Harassment at 
Tt1rners Falls High School 
Referred to an officer. 

5:45 p.m. Drug, narcotics 
violation on Avenue A 
Services rendered. 
6:42 p.m. Missing person 
on Avenue A Returned to 

home or family. 
7 :44 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment at Rite Aid on 
Avenue A Services rendered. 
8:II p.m. Threatening, 
harassment at Powertown 

7:32 p.m. Drug, narcotics 
violation on Greenfield 
Road in Montague. Advised 
of options. 
7:43 p.m. Fight on Avenue 
A Peace restored. 
8:08 p.m. Vehicle fue 
behind Shea Theater. 
Services rendered. 
Monday, 10/25 
10:50 a.m. illegal dumping 
on Highland Avenue before 
the railroad tracks on the 
left. Referred to other 

agency. 
II:22 a.m. General distur
bance on Whitney's Way in 

Montague. Served in hand. 
Tuesday.I0/26 
3:46 p.m. Hit and nm acci
dent at Rubin's Auto Repair 
on Millers Falls Road. 

Report taken. 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
Important Questions for Doctors and Pharmacists toms you ai·e experiencing. 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm going to 
the doctor and I don t want to for
get to ask him important ques
tions. Any suggestions on how to 
prepare for this visit? 

Whether you're talking to a 
family physician, a specialist or 
phaimacist, you need to know the 
right questions. My research 
turned up hundreds of possible 
questions. I narrowed the list 
down to the ones I considered to 
be the most significant. You can 
pick out the ones that apply to 
you. Here goes: 

STUDY from pg 1 
task force to study dissolving 
Union 26, and forming a K-6 
regional school district with 
Pelham. Amherst appears to 
chafe at shai-ing equal representa
tion on the Union 26 school com
mittee with the much smaller 
town of Pelham, whose high per
forming elementaiy school is 
drawing a number of school 
choice students from Amherst, 
Hajir said. 

At Tuesday's meeting, finance 
committee member Tom Powers 
said, "Any change in governance 
in any of the three entities, Union 
26, the [Amherst] region, or 
Union 28, would have a financial 
impact on each member town. All 
will be destabilized and in flux if 
one goes." 

Selectboard chair Richard 
Brazeau made no bones about 
what he saw as the source of cur
rent tensions, and what the town 
of Leverett ought to do about it. 

"I dislike being intimidated by 
a bunch of bullies," said Brazeau, 
refe1ring to the Amherst school 
committee members, who hold a 
majority on the regional school 
committee, with five members to 
Leverett's one. (Shutesbury has 
one member, and Pelham, two.) 

"If Amherst wants to go their 
own way, let them go," Brazeau 

FAMILY PHYSICIAN 
What is the outlook for my 

condition? 
Could relatives get this? 
What changes will I need to 

make? 
What are my treatment 

options? 
What ai·e the benefits and risks 

associated with my treatment 
options? 

What ai·e the expected results? 
Are there any side effects and 

what can be done about them? 
What organizations and 

resources do you recommend for 
suppo1t and info1mation? 

Which hospital has the best 
care for my condition? 

Specialist 
What ai·e the benefits and risks 

of having this test? 
How is the test done? 
Is this test the only way to find 

out that info1mation? 
What do I need to do to pre

pare for the test? 

continued. "I go to these meet
ings and my mouth di·ops. I hear 
what they say; I see their body 
language. It's unbelievable." 

He added, "People in this 
town have been supporting that 
school system for a long time. We 
were proud of it. We voted extra 
money to suppo1t the classes. I 
think we ought to get a commit
tee together that's going to be 
proactive, to do what's right for 
us." 

Hajir said, "The approach 
Amherst is taking is ve1y adver
sarial. The approach Shutesbury 
and Pelham and Leverett ai·e tak
ing is very collegial." 

Peter d 'Errico asked for the 
education study committee to be 
prepared to issue a repo1t on 
Leverett's future educational 
options by town meeting. Julie 
Shively asked that the committee 
conduct a survey of parents of 
school age childi·en, focusing on 
reasons why some send their chil
di·en to charter schools, or choose 
to home school their children. 
"For us to understand what we 
need to do to improve our sys
telll, we need to understand why 
parents aren't sending kids to our 
school, " she said. 

School Choice 
A lai·ge pa1t of the evening's 

When will I get the results? 
What's the next step after the 

test? 
Do I need surge1y? 
What are the benefits and risks 

of having this surge1y? 
Is there some other way to 

treat my condition? 
What will happen if I don't 

have this surge1y? 
Have you done this surge1y 

before? 
How successful is this sur

gery? 
Which hospital is best for this 

surgery? 
How long will I be in the hos

pital? 
How long is the recovery? 
Where can I get a second 

opinion? 

Pharmacist 
What ai·e the side effects of 

this medicine? 
When should I repo1t a side 

effect to my doctor? 
Can I take a generic version? 

discussion revolved ai·ound the 
issue of school choice, and 
whether the positive economic 
effects of including school choice 
students in the Leverett 
Elementa1y School population 
outweighed the negative impacts 
on neighbo1-ing school districts. 
Of the 160 students enrolled at 
LES, 25 this yeai· come from 
other districts. Each b1-ings with 
them about $5,000 in state aid, 
that di-ains from the operating 
budgets of the sending districts. 

A number of parents spoke up 
in favor of the cmTent airnnge
ment, which caps the total mun
ber of students at LES at 15 in 
grades K-3, and caps grades 4- 6 
at 18 students. If not enough 
Leverett students enroll to fill 
those class sizes, school choice 
students are allowed to enroll up 
to those limits. At present, there is 
a growing number of students 
from Leverett ente1-ing the lower 
grades, and the preponderance of 
school choice students will soon 
be graduating from LES. There 
was no room for new school 
choice students at LES this year. 

"I really like our school choice 
policy," said Tamara Matosic. 
"But I heai· what you're saying 
about not wanting to take away 
from our neighbors." Still, "If 
parents are not happy with the 

What is the primaiy use for 
this medicine? 

When should I take my medi
cine? 

How long do I need to take the 
medicine? 

When will the medicine sta1t 
working? 

Can I stop taking my medicine 
ifl feel better? 

Do I need to avoid any food, 
drinks, or activities? 

Does this medicine conflict 
with other diugs I'm taking? 

Which over-the-counter sup
plements can I take with this pre
scription? 

Are there any tests I need to 
take while I'm on this medicine? 

* * * 
In addition to being armed with 
questions, you should be ready 
with answers for a visit to any 
healthcai·e professional. Here's a 
checklist of items you should 
take with you to your visit. 

• A description of any symp-

school their children would be 
going to, they will find another 
place for their children to go to. It 
feels like we're an open commu
nity, not a community with a 
fence ai·ound us." 

Stacey Wenczel said, "To me 
Leverett needs to have a philoso
phy about school choice. Not 
just, 'Is it hmting our neighbors?' 
Parents will do what they need to 
do to get their childi·en educated." 

George Drake added, "As fai· 
as I can remember, some of these 
towns have refused to vote the 
school budget in multiple years, 
so I don't have the sympathy for 
them that I otherwise would 
have." 

Hajir pointed out that about $1 
million in state aid is di-aining 
annually from the Gill-Montague 
school district due to school 
choice and charter school losses. 

School committee member 
Kip Fonsch said, "School choice 
is very bad public policy. The 
assumption that pai·ents will do 
whatever they need to do is based 
on a paiticulai· world view. We 
miss the boat if we assume equal 
resources and equal mobility ai·e 
available for all parents. The 
entire concept is based on the 
concept that schools are a free 
mai·ket system meant to compete 
with each other. . . We need to 

• A list of all the medications 
and supplements you take. These 
include both prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines. 
Some doctors ask you to bring all 
your medicines with you to your 
first visit. 
Medical records 

• Insurance cai·ds, names, and 
phone numbers of your other 
doctors, and the phone number of 
the phaimacy you use. 

• A list of assistive devices you 
use such as c.anes, walkers, scoot
ers, glasses, hearing aids, reach
ers, grab bars, and stair lifts. 

• Lifestyle habits. Your diet. 
How do you sleep? Do you 
smoke or drink alcohol. 
Activities such as dancing and 
spo1ts. 

• Events in your life that may 
be affecting your health. These 
include moving, changing jobs, a 
divorce, a death in the family. 

If you have a question, write 
tofred@healthygeezer.com. 

take a close look at our neigh
bors. If we ai·e privileged, it does 
not mean that our neighbors ai·e." 

All the pai·ents in the room 
spoke strongly against letting the 
Leverett sixth graders go to the 
Amherst Middle School, and 
Sheila Hunter added, "I don't see 
any reason why pai·ents would 
want to extend middle school 
beyond two years." 

"We have such a great little 
school here," said Matosic, 
speaking for eve1yone in the 
room. As the meeting, which 
took place in the auditorium of 
the elementa1y school, wound 
down, parents shushed their chil
di·en as they tmndled by in the 
hall from after school activities, 
and the gleeful sounds of the 
school choms rehearsal 11a, 
died away. !JI 

Lisa's Handcrafted Soa 
would like to thank tho5e who 

helped open the doors. 

Odd Jgb 
Ci:~ 

F1 

J .5 

mg ov. 2nd 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages/Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Insulation and Weatberization 

Millers Falls 

• Blown Cellulose Insulation· Fiberglass 
• Replacement Windows • Attics, Walls, Basements 
• Doors • Repair Work 
• Siding, Airsealing • Energy Audits 

413-659-0250 Licensed & Insured 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUlJ-~ 

25Mlllo~FallsRo: lz \I' (413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com Turners Falls, MA 01376 

55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

UPINNGIL 

~411 Main Road,,· w Gill /i 
__J 413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8-'7 

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat, 

Potatoes and Winter Squash 

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter. 
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\ GO GREEn rnm11Y 
Episode 30: The Staff Challenge ....... 

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
WGBJ's cameras panned past a 
visibly cold Sam Lively, outfitted 
in a down coat and Sorel boots, to 
reveal a large shed with a "Take it 
or Leave It" sign hanging above 
the dooiway. The cameras 
zoomed in to show a bin filled 
with clothes, another with tools, 
and several others. 

"We are looking at the 'Take it 
or Leave It' shed at the Town of 
Leverett's transfer station," the 
GGF host explained. "Leverett 
holds the distinction of having 
the highest rate of recycling in 
Massachusetts - residents here 
reuse, recycle, and redeem used 
containers at the rate of 56% of 
their waste." 

CHASE from pg 1 
cuting constmction jobs. 

The Eilers Brothers had such 

"As you may have guessed, 
our next Go Green Family 
Challenge is about 'stuff' - the 
things we acquire and throw 
away. We'll be forming a picture 
of our families' consumption 
habits by viewing each house
hold as a system. We will make a 
donation of $2,000 to a nonprofit 
organization chosen by the win
ner of this challenge, and we'll 
base our decision on three meas
ures: To smvey what comes in, 
we're asking each of our families 
to save all receipts from purchas
es. To learn what goes out, they'll 
keep a list of all belongings that 
have left their homes, whether 
they've been sold, donated, or 
regifted. And finally, at the end of 
December, members of 
Montague Clean and Green will 
conduct a garbage audit for each 
family." 

an extensive collection of 
restored antique Macks they 
bought a wai·ehouse to store them 

First Pour on the G-M Bridge 

The new steel stringers are bolted in, shear pins 1velded, steel farm 
pans in place, and steel grid secured far the historic first pour of the 
new concrete bridge deck on the Gill-Montague bridge on Tuesday. 

Monadnock Concrete Pumping Service of NH, supplied with concrete 
'by Construction Service of Wilbraham, stretches the pump'.r 100-faot 

boom to pour the first section of the new concrete deck. 

* * * 
Soon afte1wards, clipboard in 

hand, Connor Baitlett followed 
his sister Jayden and his father 
Geny through their cavernous 
basement to smvey their stuff. He 
noted several pairs of skates, skis 
and boots, plus dozens of Barbie 
dolls and Lego sets that they'd 
long since grown out of. 

"I guess when you have a lot 
of storage space, it's just easy to 
let this stuff pile up" Jayden 
obse1ved. To her left were dis
cai·ded lamps and Fo1mica tables, 
and to the right, boxes of books, 
all collecting dust. In a comer all 
to itself, Jayden saw sets of din
neiware patterned in pink tulips, 
poinsettia patterned napkins and 
Santa Claus tablecloths - all 
gifts from her grandmother that 
her mom said were garish and 
tasteless. 

safe from the weather. Several 
feet of snow accumulated on the 
warehouse roof, and then it 
rained, collapsing the roof and 
cmshing the antique tmcks in 
storage. The trucks received 
major damage, including a rare 
Mack pickup of which Mack pro
duced only 2500. 

So, what do you do after your 
antique Macks get cmshed by a 
collapsed garage roof? Most 
body shops don't want to deal 
with tmck restoration or repair, 
largely because body paits are 
scai·ce, to say the least, especially 
for a tmck great grandpa drove. 
Most body shops do sc.arcely any 
straightening now. 

Chase has created a following 
of antique truck buffs from fai· 
and wide, as the recent election 
results demonstrated. He has 
obtained specifications for 
antique Mack cabs from the 
Mack facto1y, and has built tem
plates used to restore cabs to orig-
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Bartlett Family 

Gerry, 59 Beverly, 52 Jayden, 16 Connor, 14 
Software Engineer Business Owner 

"We can bring a lot of this 
stuff to the transfer station," 
Connor assured his dad, "but the 
furniture will have to wait for the 
Large Item Weekend." 

"Yeah, and what about those?" 
Gerry said, pointing to a collec
tion of used and no longer fonc
tional computer monitors, hai·d 
drives, printers and televisions. 

"That's e-waste, Dad. Those 
old computers have lots of heavy 
metals in them. I read in National 
Geographic that most e-waste 
gets shipped out to places like 
India where kids take them apa1t 
and get sick from handling the 
stuff." 

"Ok, Connor - find out when 
Leverett is holding the next 
Hazai·dous Waste Collection. In 

inal specs. In his shop, Chase has 
blacksmith anvils that ai·e a cou
ple of hundred years old. He 
sometimes uses them to fashion 
cab pa1ts that cannot be straight
ened or jacked back into place. 
Complicating reconstruction ai·e 
Mack cabs made prior to 1941, 
with wood frames. 

"Mack has been extremely 
cooperative," Chase said. "When 
I call for specs, they are happy to 
oblige." 

In Chase's repair shop yai·d, 
dozens of Macks of various types 
sit awaiting Chase's magic touch 
to return them to their fo1mer 
glo1y. Amidst the great vai'iety 
ai·e fire trucks, dump trucks, log 
tmcks, and even milk delive1y 
vans, of which Mack built only a 
limited number. 

An Eilers Brothers model LTL 
Mack in the shop with a crushed 
cab is a tandem tractor spo1ting a 
super charged Cummins 275 
horse power engine, with a cool-

the meantime, let's plan to take 
some loads over on Saturday," 
Geny concluded. 

"Dad, can I bring along a 
friend?" asked Jayden. 

"Who do you have in mind?" 
"My friend Alex. He would 

totally love the Leverett Transfer 
Station. He's into this band called 
the Dumpster Divers, remember? 
They all drive around the donns 
and go through the dumpsters at 
the end of the semester to collect 
the stuff students leave behind," 
said Jayden. 

"Better not tell Molll," Connor 
advised. "She thinks Alex is a 
'low-life loser."' 

Continued next issue ... 

ing capacity of 12 gallons. An 
automobile engine has a capacity 
of about two gallons. 

At the time of manufacture, 
Mack's biggest engine had 190 
horsepower. The Cummins 
engine was necessaiy to provide 
the torque demands of logging 
trucks pulling heavy loads up 
mountains in the West. Tmck 
engines like the Cummins devel
op maximum horsepower at 
about 2,200 rpm. The Cummins 
engine has a long stroke for 
greater lugging power. 

"We do all the body work but 
the glass," Chase said. "We don't 
paint anymore. We send them up 
to Northfield Auto Body, usually 
bai·e metal, so he can touch up 
any place he thinks needs atten
tion." 

The trip to the paint shop may 
take a while. Chase expects the 
LTL restoration to take about six 
months to complete. 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

* EASTERN 

• Sp~~;~;.~!!~ I!~~' 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

PG°TbR WATtRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f~\<;:~\~1
~ 978-544-6534 w~~~ell 

~-raii.'\---~ ..... ~-~--~-~ 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

LOCAL SERVICE • NATIONAL STRENGTH 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metl ife .com 

/'I loans s.tljed b approval. Cef1ain co-ditioos 111d fees~- Mo!1age inarong proo,;ded by 
MeCife ttme Loans, a dMsooof Mellfe Bart, NA 8'.cal Hex.sing lender. ©2!XBME1l.FE. INC. @ 
PE.AJIJLJTS©llniled Fea1Lle S)mcate. Inc. L<rof6294{elcp09XAJ Strtes]lDCJ UNDER SC 1 

Locally owned since 1941 
.ii. 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

.ADIATOR • ::. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illing 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 29th TO 31st 
Skeleton Crew Theater Greenfield, MA: 
runs Friday, Saturday & Sunday. Shows 
run continuously, starting at 6:00 p.m 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, T umers 
Falls. Halloween Treats. 10 a m. to 4 p m. 

The last show begins ----------------
at 9:30 p.m. 
Inclement weather 
cancels. Hosted by 
Camp Kee-Wanee, in 
Greenfield. Info: (413) 
3~9. 

FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 29th 
The Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls Lake 
Street Dive, 9:30 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, T umers 
Falls: Heather 
Maloney and Naia 
Kete, 8p.m. 

Bookmill, Montague: 
$6 Carrie Ferguson & 
Chris Scanlon. 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, 

A flood of talent will plqy at the Academy of Music at 2 
p.m. in Northampum on November 7th far Living Along 

the River, a benefit concert far the Connectiertt River 
Watershed Council $8--$11 in advance & $10--$13 at the 

door. IJJIJIW.&triver.org. Original songs by:john Currie, 
Claire Dacry, Charlie Conant, Sparkie ALiison, Rltss 

Thomas, Drew Hickum, john-Michael Field, Katie Clarke, 
Sheila Moschen, and R/Jland Lapierre. 

Millers Falls: Outerspace Band 
Halloween Show Don't miss this great 
night in space' (413) 659-3384. 9 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, T umers 
Falls. Amazing Bats. 1 :00 to 2:00 p.m 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Deja Brew, Wendell Eric Love. 8 to 10 
p m. Acoustic Guitar. Singing all your 
favorite oldies from the '60s & 70s, just 
the way you remember them. 

Halloween Tea Party Dance Party, 
Costume Contest, big prizes. Come as 
your favorite tea-partier, be it Samuel, 
Sarah Palin, Alice, Mad Hatter... 9:30 
p.m 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Heroes in Trouble Roadhouse Halloween 
Party, costume contests & more. 9:30 p.m. 

The Montague Inn, Montague: TNT 
Halloween Scaryoke. 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Hal/ween Costume 
Party with music by Dedicated to Delilah 
9 to 11 p.m 80s Pop Rock and Ballads. 

lll lllCI IIIH 
TUES - SAT Teen drop-in center-art, 
computers, music, and mere 3 lo 6 pm 
WED Experimental wrfug 6 lo 8 pm 
TUES & SAT Green jobs 10 to 4 pm 
OCT 31 TF Community Film Project 
Other week!J progmms: Yqga, Self 
Defense, Womens writing group 

(413) 863-9576 
241bird St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 
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French King Bowling Center, 
Erving: Metal Night. Come in cos
tume. Gracelandl:30 p.m. Sorrows 
of Autumn 8:30 p.m. The Grave 
945p.m. 

~ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31st 
~ Montague Grange Halloween 
~ Haunted House. $1 for the main 
;;l floor, aimed for the younger audi
~ ence. $3 for the DUNGEON - a 
g horror no one should ever witness -
8 designed specifically for the older 
~ crowd. Can you handle it? 6 to 8 
, p.m. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, '50s and 
'60s oldies, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Falltown 
String Band, 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY TO SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 5th TO 6th 
Shea Theater, T umers Falls: The Country 
Players present Love, Sex and the IRS. 
Fri and Sat. 8 p.m. Continuing Nov. 12th 
& 13th at 8 p.m. & Nov. 14th at 2 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5th 
Burrito Rojo, T umers Falls Shokazoba 
Afrobeat Ensemble, Funk, West Africa. 9 
p.m. 

Bookmill, Montague: Ray Mason and 
Dennis Crommett, 8 p.m. $5 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett Anderson, 
Renegade Blues, 9 to 11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Kristen Ford 
& friends, rock/folk, 9:30 p.m. $5. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Lany Berger 
and the Bectric Fence, folk. 8 p.m 

Great Falls Discovery Center, T umers 
Falls. Fire by Friction, outdoor skills woli<
shop. 1 to 2:30 p.m. 

Bookmill, Montague: Steve Nelson and 
Austin & Bliott. 8 p.m. $5 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 
Reggae Fantastico1 9 to 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7th 
Public Forum on Greenfield Town Farm; 2 
p.m. Greenfield High School, Silver 
Street. Speakers, panelists, small group 
discussions. Local food advocates wel
come' 

Art and Poetry exhibit, Millers Falls. 
Abstract painter Pali Palmgren and poet 
Randy Welner, 2 to 5 p.m. Renovators 
Supply Factory, 1 River Street. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Rik Rolski, />ro.Jstic 
Guitar, 8 to 10 p.m. 

SATURDAYS 
Montague Farm Cafe each week, 12 to 3 
p.m., Ripley Road, Montague. Great 
food, family atmosphere. Health and well
ness offerings and fresh veggie care 
packages. Free; transportation available. 
'$J7-5275. 

~l\aia Kele and He.ather ?\falomv both wntc c\Ocative 
mu~1c tbat UJ&cs peac~and boast,; full-bodied, 

knock·You-<!ead YOCal>. .. 
•The Vc,1/e!}/\drocult' 

' 
e~tat 

-----------
We Deliver Now 
Thu - Sun Nights 

-----------
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

"Four for $16.95: 

Appetize1~ Soup or Salad, 
Entree and Dessert." 

(Normally $27.95 - Savings of $11) 

Sat., Od. soth B:30 - 1 !J:OO a.m. 
·w1th D J Anthony 1\Lmzi 

HllllOWEEN PIIRTV 
(eve,yone mvded) 

FREE PIZZA 
Best Costumes wzn pno::es • so - so raffles 

Hours: Tues-Sun 11 :30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays til 10:00 p.m. 

•• 

15 

$ GREENAELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SroMinesbr 

Friday, Oct. 29th to Sunday, Oct. 31st 

1. PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 2 
inDTS sound 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4:00 7:00 9:00 
2. SAW (3D) R in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4:00 7:00 9:00 
3. JACKASS (3D) PG DAILY 
12:00 12:00 2:00 4:00 7:00 9:00 
4. SECRETARIAT PG 

DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:40 9:10 
5. LIFE AS WE KNOW IT PG13 

DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:40 9:10 
6. SOCIAL NETWORK PG13 

in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:50 9:20 
7. RED PG 13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:50 9:20 

Fine Wine 
Friday, 10/29 8 to 10 p.m. 

Eric Love, Acoustic Guitar 
Sftturdfty, 10/30 9 to 11 p.m. 

Declicftted to Delilah, costume party 
Sundfty, 10/31 8 to 10 p.m. 
Black & Tan Halloween Party 
Simon White & Co., Reggae 
Thursdfty, 11/4 8 to 10 p.m. 

The Relics, SO's & 60's oldies 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wen dell Cowrt,y Store 

www.DejoBrcwPuh.com 

FRI 10/29 9:30 $8 

LAKE STREET DIVE 
(pop/jazz lakestreetdive.coml 

SAT 10/30 9:30 $5 
HALLOWEEN TEA PARTY 

DANCE PARTY 
VI. DJ GREG 2000 

COSTUME CONTEST! 
$50 GRAND PRIZE! 

COME AS ALICE, THE MAD 
HATTER, SARAH PALIN, SAM 

ADAMS, OR ANY OTHER OF YOUR 
FAVORITE TEA-PARTIERS!!! 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS 
lHEYDO.NET 413·863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Abo.ft Pace : 
Computer Solutions : 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair 61'.J" Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

DOLAN & DOtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Rl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'~ mmP 
Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 

Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

• C~@y/SlloM Smi~~Wlll'8 
• P@W®try 

• ~Ollila Ari Dw@wollilg$ allild 

IF@omillollil~$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET • lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

:1, EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
<• Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREE.COM Jf,. 
Wendell, JIIA , • ~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie1 ""· , (t,~ 
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PHIL OCHS SONG NIGHT A JOYOUS REUNION FOR A GENERATION OF STRUGGLE 
BY TAMI STILES 
GREENFIELD - Faces from a 

generation that 
came of age 
during the 
60s, the time 
of one of 
Ameri-ca 's 
greatest social 
upheavals, 
gathered at the 
U.U. Church 
in Greenfield 
last Friday. 
They had 
come together 
to remember 

_ _..._ the music of 
Phil Ochs Phil Ochs, a 

man who 
deeply felt the oppression of 
minority peoples and the draft 
for an undeclared war in 
Southeast Asia, and wrote songs 
that struck sparks for social 
transformation. 

For 27 years Phil's sister 
Solllly Ochs has been traveling 
the United States organizing Phil 
Och's Song Nights. Her earliest 
musical memo1y of her brother 
was of him "playing the clarinet 
upstairs in his room and me 
wanting to strangle him," she 
recalled with a laugh. "He was a 
perfectionist as he played the 
same measures over and over," 
she said with a glimmer in her 
eyes. Phil Ochs, born in El Paso, 
would later go to college at Ohio 

State to become a journalist, 
where he was introduced to the 
guitar and become a topical 
singer, inspired by the resur
gence of traditional folk music. 

With the musical talents and 
voices of Reggie Hairis, David 
Roth, Greg Greenway, John 
Flint, Teny Leonino ai1d Greg 
Altzner filling the church, people 
in the twenty filled pews swayed, 
clapped and sai1g along to the 
music of Phil Ochs. "Standing 
on the Side of Love" was lead by 
Reggie Hairis, ai1d his deep bari
tone swept through the room 
with the harmonies of this musi
cal family blended around him. It 
was a southern gospel moment, 
with people from the audience 
singing to their neighbors ai1d all 
the voices of the room rising to 
the rafters. 

"Love Me, I'm a Liberal" per
fo1med by Magpie, updated 
lyrics relevant to the Tea Paity, 
Tiger Woods, Oprah, Facebook 
and Twitter, which created a long 
stir of laughter from the audi
ence. Without doubt, if Phil Ochs 
were alive today, he would have 
gotten a chuckle from the new 
verses by this duo. 

"Cmcificxion," pe1formed by 
Greg Greenway, was a breath 
stealing moment. It was as if the 
room was frozen ai1d the only 
life present were the words Ochs 
wrote so long ago. As the last 
note was sung ai1d the last chord 

(l-r) Son'!)' Ochs, Greg Greenwqy, Reggie Harris, John Flint, Greg Artzner, 
David &th, Terry Leonino at the Phil Ochs song night in Greenfield 

plucked, the room came alive 
again with a stai1ding ovation 
and tears. 

The final song, "I Ain't 
Marching Allymore" again had 
people on their feet, with all the 
voices from the room lifting sky
ward. It was like a scene 
replayed from the 60s, with peo
ple aim in arm, braced ai1d ready 
for change, still committed to the 
idea of unity even in this modem, 

niche marketed world. 
Phil Ochs's music is a place of 

common ground for many peo
ple who believe that eve1yday 
men ai1d women can inspire 
change in the world. Solllly Ochs 
has created a musical fainily con
nection to remember her broth
er's life, cut sho1t by suicide 
when he was only 35, and to 
reconnect to the snuggle and the 
victories of a divided nation. His 

music remains relevant today as 
we fight two wai-s, largely out of 
sight ai1d out of mind, ai1d as we 
still fight for a voice in 
Washington, and remain divided 
on issues of race and gender. 
Although we have made 
progress, the lyrics written by 
Phil Ochs in the 1960s se1ve as 
reminders of what om countly 
has gone through, in order to get 
to today. 

Join us for 

a. 0 ,ea 

{;J@fl~"'tr.1~©C'il 
umersfall 

Enjoy free refreshments while 
you watch your documents journey 
through the shredder. 

Everyone's invited-see you there! 
Bring up to three shopping bags of personal papers 
(no CDs or other media, please), 

m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
. u.. www.greenfieldsavings.com 

~ ., Member FDIC ■ Member DIF 

' .. 
■ ■ ■ ■ Huge Selection of Passenger, 

Light Truck/SUV, Truck, Farm, 
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer, 
Lawn & Garden, ATV 

. II' 
T1ic(ii11 TaveRn 

No PoweRl No PROBLEM! 
Thelin Pellet Stoves 

Battery Friendly 
30% Federal Tax Credit 

ares or Work. Tires for Play. 
www.petestire.com 
Northampton• 186 North King St. 413-586-8815 
Brattleboro • 220 Old Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628 
Orange • 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thurs Ja2Z 

Glass 15, Bollle 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

Come FOR a dRink, sTay FOR a meal 

www.thegillta.vern.com Open Wed~Sun at5PM 
326 Main Rd, Gill, MA ,a, 413.863.9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

H O P E & 0 L I V E 

SERViNG HOME GROWN 

FARM--iNspiREd Food & DRiNk 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

PHONE 413 774 3150 

Thru Dec. 30th 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield - 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

{jfll\ Your Local John Deere Dealer 

WJ for49Years 

JOHN DEERE 413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 




