THE BUZZ ON “MONTAGUE READS”
CONLAN AT THE CARNEGIE

see page 3

see page 5

WEALLLIVE DOWNWIND
HUNDREDS MARCH IN BRATTLEBORO

YEAR 5-NO.3

MILLERS FALLS

MONTAGUE CENTER

MONTAGUE CITY

TURNERS FALLS

also serbing &ill, éErhing and PWenvell

S0¢

REPORTER@MONTAGUEMA NET

THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES

OCTOBER 19, 2006

Town Meeting Approves
Dry Hill Road Study

BY DAVID DETMOLD
MILLERS FALLS -
Montague town meeting
members voted in a straw
poll on Tuesday night,
October 17th to support a
feasibility study to deter-
mine the best means of
providing access to the
town-owned Dry Hill
cemetery in Millers Falls,
the locus of a long-run-
ning land dispute with
Wendell Road excavator
James Senn. The select-
board warned meeting

members the study could
cost more than $30,000.
and the eventual construc-
tion of an access road. if
chosen and approved by
town meeting, could run
an additional $200,000.
Still, Precinct 2 town
meeting member Mike
Naughton, speaking for
the measure, said, “We
owe it to past generations
who have been promised
that the town would pro-
vide vehicular access to
that cemetery, and we owe

it to ourselves to keep that

promise.”
The selectboard
promised to bring funding

measures for design work
and construction for the
project back to town

meeting for final
approval.
For the last three

decades, the easternmost
quarter mile of Dry Hill
Road has been cordoned
off by Senn with wire
cable and No Trespassing
signs. After protracted
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Bruce Hunter of the Franklin County Housing and Redevelopment Authority checks on
the work of New England Infrastructures as they pour concrete. Job superintendent
Bryan Kennet, seated, tamps concrete into a sono-tube fo anchor springs for playground
equipment. (I-r Bruce Hunter, Luis Morales, Bryan Kennef, Jobn Defilippo)

i

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

Despite what casual observers over
the last few months might have per-
ceived as a lack of action at the site.
construction on the renovation of
Peskeomskut Park in downtown
Turners Falls is moving along. New
England Infrastructures has cleared the
site. stripped loam., paved sidewalks.
and poured footings and a pad for the
new band shell.

“The prefabricated band shell will
be up by the end of the week.”
promised Bruce Hunter. assistant direc-
tor of community development for the
Franklin County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority, who is
keeping an eye on the work in progress.

On Friday. October 13th, New
England Infrastructures’ crew poured
concrete, supplied by Graves Concrete
from their Bernardston facility. They
filled Sono-tube concrete forms
designed to anchor coil springs for
bouncing playground objects on the

new tot lot - a rocket. a motorcycle. a
pony and a duck.

Asked about the public perception
that only one person has been on the
job off and on throughout the summer
and early fall, and not much progress
has been made. Hunter begged to differ.

“There are usually two men at work
on the project.” Hunter said. “It is more
efficient. There are no guys standing
around. The job is moving right along.
The material for the band shell is all
here. Tt will go up fast. The pre-fabbed
beams are beautiful .”

As for the solid looking concrete
sidewalks the firm tore up and replaced
with blacktop. “They only removed
concrete to pave with blacktop a short
section in the middle coming in from
Avenue A.” Hunter said. “This way, it
[asphalt sidewalk] all matches.”

So, dear readers. tune up your
instruments, the concerts on the green
will be coming any day now.

The right of way for Dry Hill Road at Wendell Road, blocked for thirty years by abutter
James Senn, has now been surveyed and marked by the town of Montague

wrangling with Senn and
his lawyer, the selectboard
proved the town’s owner-
ship of the historic road.
and paid to have it sur-
veyed and staked this
year. With that work
completed, DPW
superintendent Tom
Bergeron told the
selectboard on
August 7th of this
year that the town
would have to spend
“around $30.000 to
$40,000” to put in a 12-
foot, one lane gravel road
in the town’s 33-foot right
of way up the quarter mile
to the cemetery, including

a turnaround near the
cemetery.

Subsequently, on
September 19th. warning
of possible legal conse-
quences to the town

“Most public cemeteries have a way
to get people in and ount of them.
This one should be no different.” e

- Sue SanSoucie

Montague Cemetery Commission

should any run-off from
the steep roadway spill
onto Senn’s property,
Bergeron advised the
board he had increased his

estimate for the one lane
gravel road to at least

$200.000, taking into
account the added
drainage systems and

catch basins at the inter-
section of Wendell
Road that would be
required to satisfy
Senn’s requirement.
past years,
Senn has worked as
a subcontractor for
the town highway
department, plow-
ing snow in Lake Pleasant
and performing excavat-
ing work for the town.
Lawrence and Ursula
see DRY HILL pg 8

Off the Beaten Track

—— Village Art on Display

BY FLORE
MONTAGUE CENTER
The beaten track for art
walks in the town of
Montague has wended its
way along the Avenues
and back alleys of Turners
Falls in recent years. but
art is being created here in
the boondocks of
Montague Center, too!
Art aficionados got an
eyeful on Saturday,
October 14th as
Montague Center artists
joined Leverett arts and
crafters in a first of its
kind open studio tour with
more than 30 stops! Too
many stops for one day.
so we focus here on just
the Montague end of
things.

Under the auspices of
the Leverett Crafts and
Arts center, headed by

it o A0
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energetic organizer
Donna Gates, with the
support of the Mass

Cultural Council, the ten-
tative planning for this
event began last spring.
The event was a success,
on the whole.
Unfortunately, the majori-
ty of art lovers chose the
village of Leverett for

A roadside sculpture by Joseph Elide 1 andry

their touring on Saturday,
leaving out the designers
living nearby in
Montague.

Those who did venture
across the Sawmill were
amazed to discover so
many talents in our vil-
lage. Take Joseph Elide

see ART pg 16
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PET OF THE WEEK
Waiting for You

Precious

Precious is a three-year-old black
and white short-haired female cat in
need of a good home. She is a former
stray who has lived with other cats
without a problem. She has been an
indoor-outdoor cat. Precious is rather
mellow and happy. quick to purr and
quick to make friends! For more info
on adopting Precious, please contact
the Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane
Society in Leverett at 413-548-9898
or via email at info(@dakinshelter.org.

* Cover local news
* Get involved in your community!

Call 863-8666
Stipend available.

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & ERPHEMERA

Buymg and selling used books

32 BRIDGE STREET, Z2ND FLOOR
SHELEURNE FaLLS, MA

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

THEATER REVIEW

FINIAN’S

QUIRKY RAINBOW

At the Shea

BY P. H. CROSBY
TURNERS FALLS - I will
walk over hot coals to see actors
Steve Woodward and Jerry
Marciano in anything they’re in,
so it didn’t matter that what I"d
read about the old chestnut of a
musical Finian’s Rainbow, in
production since 1947, didn’t
much appeal to me. I marched
down to the Shea Theatre last
weekend with my nine-year-old
son ready to be well entertained.
We were not disappointed.

A quirky and oddly uneven
play, mounted by Arena Civic
Theatre in a similarly quirky
and slightly uneven production,
full of much Irish hokum and
blarney, Finian’s Rainbow nev-
ertheless packs a punch. Any
musical with sentiments along
the lines of the following lyric
(admirably delivered in a gener-
ous soprano by Amber Sumner)
can’t be bad:

When a rich man doesn't
want to work,

He’s a bon vivant.

But when a poor man doesn
want to work,

He’s a laughter, hes a
lounger, hes a lazy good-for-
nothing,

He’ a jerk!

Woodward, as dmnken but
lovable Finian, and Marciano as
the self-centered stuff-shirt
Senator Billboard Rawkins, got
to sing, dance, wink. strut, and
stagger through a wide range of
well-crafted scenes. But equally
charming was the chorus of
children and adults who popu-

lated the stage for most of the
plot’s many twists and turns.
Ranging from American Irish
mawkishness to hard-edged Red
Scare era satire, the songs are
whimsical, pointed, luscious
and snarky by turns, and many
good voices in addition to
Sumners’ fill the Shea to the
rafters. It’s also refreshing to
hear actors un-miked and
backed up by talented musicians
like Henry Gaida. Laura Botkin
and others. instead of a taped
soundtrack

Recognizable favorites like
“How are Things in Glocca
Morra” and “Old Devil Moon”
are bound to please any audi-
ence, and UMass theater major
Josh Momaney will keep people
chuckling as the irrepressible,
idiotic leprechaun Og. But one
number you really don’t want to
miss is the show-stopping rendi-
tion of ‘“Necessity,” (What a
lovely old world this silly old
world could be / But man it’s all
in a mess, ‘cause of Necessity),
delivered out of the blue by
what looked to be until that
moment ‘just’ a tall, quiet girl in
the chorus with a shy smile and
a self-effacing manner. Eighth
grader Kimaya Soparkar Diggs
sashayed into the footlights at
the end of Act I and suddenly let
loose with a song that had the
audience cheering long after
she’d socked out the last note.

This is apparently Director
Robert Ducharme’s 100th pro-
duction. Congratulations, MTr.
Ducharme! Please, bring us a
hundred more.

m
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Senior Essays at Greenfield Library

BY ANNA VIADERO

A reading of personal essays
by area senior citizens will take
place on Wednesday, October
25th, from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. at
the Greenfield Public Library.
Seniors are contributors to

Local Color #8: Stories by
Seniors about Life as They

Remember It. The performance
space is wheelchair accessible,
and the event is free and open to
the public.

FACES & PLAGES
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Less than two weeks after 178 volunteers pulled two 30-yard dumpsters
worth of trash out of the Montague Plains, a thoughiful illegal dumper
left this lovely pile of used tires bebind on Northfield Road for next
_year’s crem. The Montague Reporter will offer a $100 reward for

information leading fo the arrest of the perpetrator.

Arts, Culture, Recreation in Turners Falls
Log on and find out what you are missing.

Please join
Dr. Emily Maielfa N.D.
as she opens the doors of

Support our Advertisers,
tell them you saw it in the

valley Natfuropathic Flontague Reporter

ramily iviedicine

The time is now for
a cﬁaﬂge in health care.

Naturopathic Medicine
is a quickly emerping
branch of health care...
come find out about
Naturopathic Medicine
and how it can help youl

‘; Students of the Week: &

Grade7
Haley Fiske
Lily Kane

Julie Howard-

432 Greenfield Road, Montague MA
Sunday October 29th, 2-6:00 pm
Refreshments will be served

Happy 13th
Birthday
licah!

We’ve Got You Covered!

We Love You! SATURDAY SPECIAL
Suzette, Steve, Tristan,
& Avery SUPER SCRUB #ss3
| @ttober 19th, 1993 CERAMIC ACRYLIC PAINT
Mildew-Proof

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Octoher 23th - October 2/th

MONTAGUE Senior Center,
62 Fifth St., Twmers Falls, is
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 am. to 2
p-m. for activities and congregate
meals. Make meal reservations a
day in advance by 11 am.
Messages can be left on the
machine when the center is
closed (863-9357). Mealsite
manager is Chris Richer. The
center offers a hot noon meal
weekdays to any senior.
Transportation to the center can
be provided. Special trip coordi-
nator is Jean Chase. Make trip
reservations by calling 772-
6356. Payment and menu choice
is due three weeks prior to trip.

Monday, 23rd

10:15 am. Aerobics

11:30 am. PACE Aerobics
Tuesday, 24th

9:30 a.m. Aerobics
Wednesday, 25th

10:15 am. Senior Aerobics

12:45 pm. Bingo
Thursday, 26th

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday, 27th

10:15 am. Senior Aerobics
11 am. PACE Aerobics

Adwvance registration appreciat-
ed for the folloowing class, pro-
gram will be canceled if less
then 5 people sign up

Monday, Oct. 23rd

9 am. SHINE Program and
Prescription Advantage
Enrollment

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is open
Monday through Thursday from
9 am. to 2 p.m. for activities and
congregate meals. For informa-
tion and reservations call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center director at
(413) 423-3308. Lunch daily at
11:30 a.m. with reservations a

$ 1 9. 95/gaHon

Since 1910 .

187 Avenue A, Tumers Falls - 863-4346

day in advance by 11:00 am.
Transportation can be provided
for meals, Thursday shopping, or
medical necessity by calling
Dana Moore at (978) 544-3898.

Monday, 23rd

9:30 a.m. Exercise
9:45 am. Library
12 Noon Pitch
Tuesday, 24th

9 am. Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Painting e
Wednesday, 25th A\
9:30 am. Line Dancing :
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 26th

9 am. Aerobics

12:30 p.m Shopping

Thomas & Elias | |
N —

ROPHETG
Breakrast, Lunai & DINNER

Serving homemade
soups, fresh seafood,
homemade desserts and
homestyle cooking.

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for
imfo, schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A

Bbd-3636
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The Secret Life of Bee Keepers

BY ANNE HARDING
TURNERS FALLS - A crowd
of twenty readers listened with
rapt attention as beekeepers
Dan and Bonita Conlan of
Warm Colors Apiary in
Deerfield ostensibly linked
their lives as beekeepers to the
ongoing “Montague Reads”
book discussion at Carnegie
Library on  Wednesday,
October 18th.

Dan came well prepared
with a series of slides project-
ing the bee biology quotes
from the chapter headings in
Sue Monk Kidd’s acclaimed
novel, The Secret Life of Bees,
the book chosen for
Montague’s town-wide book
discussion this month. He
interspersed these slides with
amazing photographs of bee
colonies. He planned to relate
the novel’s story to the bee
quotes. Two hours simply flew
by. and had it not been for the
chirping of the library’s bird
clock no one would have
noticed the time. I must con-
fess the book discussion por-
tion of the program was mini-
mal in those two hours, and it
was usually Bonita who men-
tioned the novel from time to
time. But no one minded!

It was a fascinating evening
interrupted by gasps of amaze-
ment from the audience as we
learned about the complex
world of honeybees. Dan’s
passion for bees was evident as
slide after slide diverged from
the quote and the audience
learned about bee social pat-
terns, physiology and anatomy,
pheromones, swarms, bee
dances, training bees to search
for land mines, royal jelly, why
Russian bees are so important
to the American bee industry,
bee mating habits and much,
much more.

The remarkably
sophisticated com-
munication pattern
of bees is demon-
strated when an
alarm scent is
exuded. Banana-
like in smell, itis a
warning to bee-
keepers to don
their  protective
gear at once. A
calm hive can
become upset
quickly, as 50-
60,000 bees can
spread the word in
about one second.
Similarly, the loss
of the queen bee
will cause pro-
found changes in
the hive within
four hours as the
colony begins the
work of raising a
new queen, for without a queen
the hive cannot survive long.

By the end of the program, I
also knew that the palest honey
on the table was made from the
nectar of wildflowers bloom-
ing in May and June, while the
amber colored honey was
made from late summer wild-
flower nectar.

The darkest and most highly
prized of the three, however,
was buckwheat honey. Dan
found this amusing because he
grew up in Ohio where buck-
wheat honey was considered
bakery grade and you were
lucky to sell it for 25 cents a
pound. In those days. an acre
of buckwheat could produce
about a ton of honey. In today’s
world, hybrid buckwheat seed
is grown for other end prod-
ucts; an acre might produce
200 pounds of honey.

It was no surprise to leamn
that Dan Conlan was named

Late Addition for the Poetry Page
Last week, that headline should have read. not
“Irish Wales™ but “Irish Wakes.”
The editor who wrote that has been shot,
Replaced by one who never makes missteaks.

HARDING PHOTO

Dan Conlan kept the audience buzzing at the
Carnegie Library’s book discussion of the

Secret Life of Bees

the 2006 Massachusetts
Beckeeper of the Year, or that
he was a faculty member at
NMH for 26 years. He is a nat-
ural teacher. Dan and Bonita
have been fulltime beckeepers
for about six years - with more
than 500 colonies, each con-
taining about 60,000 bees.
Together they sell about
35.000 pounds of honey annu-
ally, as well as pure beeswax
candles and beckeeping sup-
plies. In addition, they raise
disease- and mite-resistant
queen bees, because they
choose not to use chemicals.
(Russian bees, we learned,
pick the mites off each other
and kill them; the Italian bees
common in commercial
American hives do not.)
Gifted and animated speak-
ers, the Conlans together deliv-
ered an extraordinary program
equal parts lecture, comedy,
social commentary and edible
delights. Be sure to visit their
website to learn more.
(www.warmcolorsapiary.com)
(Oh, and don’t forget to read

the book!) | a
V8

Psucme Fair —

- The National Spiritual Alliance will sponsor a Psychic Fair &
: Saturday (October 28th) from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at &
& Thompson Temple across from the Post Office in Lake &
i Pleasant. Dlvmatlon meihods lnclude astrology, IChlng, -:

. will also be available. In addition TNSA will conduct a Tag
g Sale from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. i
e SomeTomTeens

TIRED OF LATE FEES?

Ask us about our Movie Lover’s Membership
No Due Dates » No Late Fees

VIDEO To GA

The Valley’s Best Selection of Classic, Foreign,
Independent & Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE
50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701

Upinngil Fall Farmstand

* Fall Raspberries - Picked or U-Pick
* Potatoes - Red, Russet, Gold, Red-Gold
Sold by the pound or 50# - certified organic

* Pumpkins, Mums and Squashes, too
411 Main Road, Gill, MA - Details: 863-2297

land of milk and honey

STIHL POWER

#1 SeELLING BRAND WORLDWIDE

ARE YOU
READY FOR
YARD CARE

MADE EASY?

+ SERVICE
- + SALES
= + SAFETY

'SIRUM EQUIPMENT

310 Federal St. - Montague, Ma

413-367-2481

Specializing in unique hair designs

[della

THE SALON

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003
Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call!

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES

256 North Pleasant Street
Ambherst, MA 01002

Lynn Reynolds
ABR GRI CRS

“Aiming for
Astonishing Service”

413-367-2425

lynnreynolds(@verizon.net

BRIAN SADLOWSKI

Sales & Lease Consultant

(413) 773-3678
Fax(413) 7745746

LDibborn
CHEVROLET

54 My STREET
GREENFIELD, MA 01301

194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

S
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

: = “"__ Shocks * Tires + Batteries ¢ Starters
®w —~w Struts + Tune-ups * Brakes * Oil Change

274Rt.2,Gill
@ parts & acessories

b 4 s cowewz | | (. The Smokin' Hippo
I&ﬂn\’l [a“nﬂl‘ﬁl'ilﬁ 4 .__/’f A Family Restaurant and Barbecue
; 20 French King Highway
CYC LE Enlsn 1“ Erving, Ma 01344-4444

® helmets
¢ 413-863-2236 | | @ hooks Allan @ David @ Melanie
email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM
EABSEEEQSIMALEWS' L UPPN@I WWW.AJCYCLE.COM

(4131 863-9543

Phone: (413) 423-3220

Barbecue and Full Traditional Menu
Full Liquor License

Hours: Tue/Wed/Thu: 11am-8pm FrifSat: 11am-10pm Sun: Noon-8pm
Local Photographs and Hippo Paintings also available
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Like 1t? Pay for it.

P.H. CROSBY

GILL - I'm as cheap as the next
person. I love the Gill Store, but
several times since it re-opened
a year ago, I’ve gone in to pick
up something I needed. checked
the price. weighed the options.
and decided maybe I"d wait till
the next time I'm “in town.”™
where maybe I can pick it up
cheaper at one place or the other.

I'm also stubborn about
brands. You know... “This may
not be the jam I usually buy.
That’s not the cocoa I always
get. Where’s the bread I'm
accustomed to?”

I'm sure the Gill Store con-
tinues to be open to suggestions
about what products to cary.
and I suspect it does the best it
can with prices. considering its
inherently low volume and pre-
sumable limitations in compet-
ing with larger stores and the
chains. But I have a suggestion
for us - as neighbors, communi-

ty members, and customers.
Like having it there? Then

Ambherst or Holyoke next week;
or when we opt to drive ten
miles further for the buck-a-box
spaghetti; or when the $6.99
back-to-school jersey at a mall
which is a forty-mile round trip
somehow - even though we
should. of course, factor in gas
prices and time and general mall
aggravation - seems like a better
deal than the $9.99 one at a
neighborhood clothing store.
Well, the shoe sellers and
pharmacies are gone. The opti-
cians and bookstores are barely
hanging on. The libraries and
schools are under siege. Most
movie theatres have been sucked
into huge, impersonal, cav-
emous complexes. And that so-
called ‘over-priced” department
store in the next town is one of
the very last independent depart-
ment stores in New England.
Of course, not everyone can
choose to pay more, which is
sometimes necessary when
we’re buying from an independ-
ent. There are many people on

pay for it.

We take so much of our
resources - man-made as well as
natural - for granted. We think
somehow our library, our local
school, our movie theatre (I'm
speaking generally now), our
downtown department store, our
independent bookstore, our opti-
cian, our local pharmacy
(Remember those? You must be
old!), our shoe store will always
be there. As if there were no
impact on their business when
we make our long list of books
to get when we’re at a chain in

:
M

At the Gill Store

SIGN ME UP!

Now only $20 for 26 issues!

The Montague Reporter

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376

fixed incomes, and Franklin
County has far more than its fair
share of people who are out of
work or among the many work-
ing poor. For poor and very low-
income people, making a list
and saving up and holding back
until they can get to a discount
store that can afford to drop its
prices enticingly low, (due to
volume, use of inhumanly low-
cost foreign labor, and by actual-
Iy selling some items for less
than what it costs to make them)
may be a more attractive option.

Many of us - and not just
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by denis bordeaux

?ORDEAUX WHINE

REPUBLICAN TWO PART PLAN To WIN NOV. ELECTIONS
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‘rich’ people, but some of us on
moderate incomes and with chil-
dren in college or mortgages or
car loans to pay off - make
choices every day that involve
paying more. Some of us send
clothes to the drycleaners we
could actually wash and iron
ourselves. Some of us shell out
the extra money for a cappucci-
no. or cable TV, or to get our
nails done. Some of us choose
the handmade artsy tureen at the
expensive gift shop as a wed-
ding present, instead of the
mass-produced platter from the
mall. Many of us pay for con-
venience, pay for little luxuries,
pay for aesthetics, and pay for
principles.

But we still want our Gill
Store supplies and groceries
plentiful, varied, and cheap.

And we’ll be stunned if we
pull in some morning for coffee
and the Gill Store is closed. “But
wait a minute,” we’ll say. “T did-
n’t know, I didn’t realize, I
thought it would...” etc.

“But what about when it
snows,” we’ll say, “and I don’t
want to drive into town for milk
or bread or the paper? Or what if
I need some batteries or
bandaids or light bulbs fast? The
Gill Store can’t close. We need
it!”

Never mind that Our Family
Farms Milk is actually less
expensive at the Gill Store than
at the local Super Store. So is the
cocoa to go with it on that win-
ter day. And never mind that
many of the locally produced.
organic, or handcrafted items
you find at the Gill Store would

never even make it onto the
shelves of the chain store.

The fresh-baked scones with
natural ingredients at the Gill
Store cost the same as the taste-
less ones at the super stores, but
they are delicious and they feed
more than your stomach. Like
many of the items you find in
small, locally owned stores. they
feed your sense that you are con-
nected to the farmer who grew
the berries or the apples or the
whole wheat they are baked
with, and to the people in the
store who baked them that
morning. They feed your spirit,
and they feed your sense of
belonging to a real village rather
than a faceless suburb. That’s
worth something, isn’t it?

Like it? Need it?

Pay for it.

Western Massachusetts
Legislators Sponsor Single

Payer Health Care

Representative John Olver
(First Massachusetts District)
and Massachusetts representa-
tives John Scibak (2nd
Hampshire District), Ellen
Story (3rd Hampshire
District), and Benjamin Swan
(11th Hampden District) have
joined over 30 local organiza-
tions in sponsoring a public
hearing on the Expanded and
Improved Medicare for All Act
(HR 676). Congressman Olver
will chair the hearing and for-

mer Northampton mayor
Mary Ford will moderate. The
hearing will be held on
Saturday, October 21st, from
one to four p.m. in the Forum
Auditorium at Holyoke
Community College, 303

Homestead Ave (Route 202).
in Holyoke.
This U.S. House of

Representatives bill would
enroll all Americans in an
improved Medicare program,
ensuring that everyone would

Hearing

receive high quality and
affordable health care. (See
www.house.gov/conyers/new
s_health care.htm.)
Representative Olver is a
co-sponsor of HR 676 along
with 75 other members of

Congress. including John
Conyers and Dennis
Kucinich, and almost the

entire Massachusetts delega-
tion. The hearing is being
organized by the new Western
Mass. Single Payer Network.
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Vermont Yankee Protest Draws a Crowd

BY DON OGDEN
BRATTLEBORO - Area
activists marched through down-
town Brattleboro on Monday,
October 16th and on to the corpo-
rate headquarters of Entergy,
operators of the Vermont Yankee
nuclear plant, as part of a “Peoples
Call to Action to Revoke
Entergy’s Operating License.”
Horsepower confronted nuclear
power as the Glover, VT-based
Bread & Puppet Circus took part
in the parade with horse costumes
and giant puppets, including a
twelve-foot tall Horseman of the
Apocalypse that narrowly passed
beneath utility wires on Main
Street. The lively procession
wound its way north past the com-
mon, and across the West River
bridge accompanied by the
Brattleboro police department and
a cacophony of horns, thumbs-up-
signs (and the occasional stiff
middle finger) from passing
«Imotorists.

By the time the line of march
reached Entergy headquarters,
hundreds of demonstrators were

on hand for a rally and
non-violent civil dis-
obedience action. The
numbers, which
peaked at about 250,
were impressive for a
Monday afternoon.
Still, given the poten-
tial threats the Vernon
nuclear plant holds for
residents in the region,
from vulnerability to
terrorisin, to an acci-
dent with onsite high
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level radioactive waste At the Headquarters of Entergy Vermont Yankee

or faihwe from aging,
brittle and cracked components
and safety systems, one wonders
why thousands of demonstrators
weren’t out in the streets? As plant
critics point out, if the seventh
story spent fuel pool experienced
a loss of coolant accident, 25,000
square miles, including large
swaths of Vermont,
Massachusetts and New
Hampshire, could become unin-
habitable for decades.

Unlike previous actions at
Entergy, corporate officials and

-"'1'“'}‘

up across the street
from Entergy head-
quarters with placards
and banners in a mood
perhaps best described
as upbeat but angry.
The “Peoples Call
to Action to Revoke
Entergy’s Operating
License” was organ-
ized by the VT Yankee
Decommissioning
Alliance and the
Citizen’s Awareness

police were not ‘welcoming’ the
event with parking and a friendly
atmosphere. Nor were the ‘Ladies
Against Women,” a group of
‘church ladies’ taking part in a
satirical counter-protest with signs
reading: “Support Nuclear Family
Values:” “Ban the Environment -
it’s Far Too Big (to Clean
Easily);” “Trust Authority, They
Know What They’re Doing:” and
“Discussing (Nuclear) Waste is in
Poor Taste.” The anti-nuke
demonstrators joined them, lining

Network, over what
organizers called “the
clear, immediate and completely
unacceptable threat to life posed
by Vermont Yankee.” The organ-
izers claimed: “We have renew-
able alternatives to Vermont
Yankee right now that could
replace its power if strong action
were taken. Wind, solar, tidal,
geothermal, biomass and efficien-
¢y technologies have proven
effective, and are creating thou-
sands of jobs.”

The civil disobedience action
took place following a skit by

No Confidence in NRC’s Decision

CONGRESS-
MAN JOHN
OLVER (D)

AMHERST -1
believe that
reinvigorating
the nuclear
industry without
solving safety
issues and the nuclear waste storage
problem risks creating a new envi-
ronmental calamity. We should not
rely on nuclear power before we
discover how to safely store nuclear
waste for the long term and protect
Americans from its side effects.

Radiation poisoning and the threat
of cancer are health problems that
have been clearly linked to exposure
to nuclear waste.

Therefore, a national energy pol-
icy that supports the building of new
plants and which encourages and
enables uprate and license extension
applications at existing plants is off
target. A much wiser course would
be to make major investments in
developing renewable energy tech-
nologies and increasing energy effi-
ciency. That would create new jobs,
reduce our dependence on foreign
oil, lower energy costs and cut

greenhouse gas emissions.

I am dismayed at how quickly
the NRC approved Vermont
Yankee’s 20% uprate. My col-
leagues and I had urged the NRC to
conduct a comprehensive
Independent Safety Assessment of
the plant using the same methodolo-
gy and scope that was applied to the
Maine Yankee Reactor. Buf this
request was dismissed despite the
knowledge that the plant has exist-
ing cracks in its steam dryers, an
issue that has caused major failures
in other uprated facilities across the
country. Without independently ver-

Thats a sight for sore eyes.

Check it out. You earn a great account. Local schools receive

ifiable assessments of Vermont
Yankee - both of its ability to safely
sustain the now approved uprate
and to operate beyond 2012 - every
day of operation poses an unaccept-
able risk to the lives of all living in
the vicinity of the reactor.

Please know that I continue to
have serious concerns about the
Vermont Yankee uprate and
Entergy’s intention to extend the
plant’s operating license. Indeed,
there are too many unanswered
questions and not enough hard sci-
ence to make me confident in the
NRC’s decisions on either matter.

Bread & Puppet focusing on the
priorities of the corporate/military
complex. Twenty-seven protestors
and one journalist who happened
to briefly cross over onto Entergy
property were met by Brattleboro
police, assisted by state troopers,
and arrested. One fast moving
group of young women managed
to evade the cops momentarily
and raise a “Closed!” banner in
front of the Entergy Headquarters.
Despite the group’s best efforts,
the building remained open.
Among locals arrested were
John Ward, of Gill, Margo Culley.,
of Wendell (arrested for parking in
a location deemed off limits by the
police). Hattie Nestel of Athol,
Sunny Miller of Deerfield, Bob
McCormick of Shutesbury, and
Steve and Suzette Snow Cobb,
David Detmold, Eric Wasileski,
and Richard Andersen of
Montague. They were sum-
monsed to court in Brattleboro on
November 28th, to answer
charges of criminal trespass.

American
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Five Rivers Council;: What’s It All About?

JONATHAN VON RANSON

GREENFIELD - The first gath-
ering of the Five Rivers Council
drew over 175 people to the
Four Rivers charter school on
Saturday, October 14th, in an
event that many in the crowd
seemed to consider seminal in
its straight look at troubles on
this little globe, and for the hope
it gave.

The Council attendees first
heard presenters sum up the con-
structive action and thinking
being done locally on half a
dozen topics including energy,
the environment, and agricul-
ture. Masked beings represent-
ing earth, air, fire, water and the
plant and animal kingdoms drift-
ed through the room. reminding
the crowd of these oft-neglected
values, and of the preciousness
and mystery of our existence in
this place and time.

At the main
event of the day, the
attendees met 1in
small circles and
passed a talking
stick to share their
sense of the ‘heart

some longer-range
thinking, encompass-
ing both past and
future.

The Five Rivers
Council is an effort
to galvanize the

exchange.

Folks who would like to get
involved are invited to follow
our plans on the website,
www.fiverivers.org. or come to
one of our planning meetings.
Please e-mail or call for more

of the matter’ to the Franklin County area information: 978-544-3758,
unintermupted atten- into a stronger com- commonfarm@crocker.com.
tion of the thers. mu:mtyf one _that s Trustees of the
From these circles more responsive to z z
came reports of Laylee Botkin-Morton (at mic) leads the Youth the great challenges ; Soldiers Memorial
remarkable group Voices group and the Five Rivers Council in a song  of these times. Very | Wil mest on Tuesday,

closeness and a rich-
er understanding of
the issues facing us
that developed dur-
ing the time togeth-
er.

The wrap-up of the six-hour
program included a presentation
of youth voices - songs, stories
and sketches from a group of
young people facilitated by
Sarah Pirtle. There were signup

Elementary Buildings and Gonfiguration
Proposed Public Forum Schedule

Tuesday, October 24th

First forum to be held and
televised in the media center at
TFHS

6:00-7:00 p m. School
Committee business meeting

7-8:30 p m. Public Forum

Thursday,October 26th
6:30-7:00 p m. Gill PTO
Meeting
7:00-8:30 p m. Public Forum

Monday, October 30th

Montague Center School
6:30-8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 1st
Sheffield Library
3:30-5:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 2nd
Hillerest Auditorium
6:30-8:00 p.m.

Monday, November 6th
Erving Elementary School
(Tentative) 6:30-8:00 p m.

Diemand Farm

It's time (o order your

Fresh Thanksgiving Turkey

and don't forget to visit our store!

Featuring our homemade Turkey Pot Pies,
Frozen Chicken, Turkey Dinners, Eggs, Pesto,

Ground Turkey, Quiche, Turkey Chili,

Baked Goods and Lots More!

Mormon Hollow Rd.
Wendell

Store Hours: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
7 days a week!

1-978-544-3806

she wrote at Four Rivers Charter School. From left:
Levi Baruc-Habib, Sarah Brown-Anson, Mary
Fraser, Joshua Wolfson and Sarah Pirtle, who
worked with the young people during the event.

sheets posted for those who
wanted to connect with others
on particular aspects of commu-
nity healing. The intention was
to downplay - for this one day -
specific organizing activities in
favor of some good together-
ness, a bit of celebration and

Bluefish Swim
Team & Swimming

Lessons

Montague Parks & Recreation
Department

The Bluefish Swim Team
will hold its pre-season meeting
on Thursday, October 26 from
6:00pm - 7:00pm at the Turners
Falls High School Cafeteria.
This is an informational meet-
ing for interested youths and
their parents. The Bluefish
Swim Team is a
competitive/recreational swim
team open to all area youths
able to swim one length of the
pool - freestyle. - Dolphins.

Swimming Lessons will
begin Saturday, October 28.
All levels are held on Saturday
momnings. We are now offering
Parent/Child classes for chil-
dren ages 12 months and up.
For program fees, more infor-
mation, and to register for these
programs please call the
Montague Parks & Recreation
Office at 863-3216.

October 24th, at 6:30 p.m. at
town hall to review plans for
the new Soldiers Memorial on
Avenue A. The Trustees have
raised $65,000 toward the
$76,000 needed for the
downsized memorial, but
contigency funds will also be
needed before construction
can get under way. Plans for
the upcoming Veterans Day
ceremonies will also be dis-
cussed. The public is wel-
come.

experimental at this
point, it is intended to
work by gathering
the people and
groups already work-
ing toward a “healthy, equitable
and sustainable” community,
helping others get started. and
offering a way to assess the
needs and the progress of the
effort. The tools the Council
uses are mainly the power of
greater closeness and honest

G-M Education Fund Awards
$9,400 in Mini-Grants

By Cori Urban - The Gill-Montague Education Fund board of
directors met on Thursday, October 12th and awarded more
than $5.400 in mini-grants to be used for educational enrich-
ment programs and activities in the district's schools.

Nine grants were awarded, ranging from $200 - $1.000.

The GMEF grants will fund a portable mural project, envi-
ronmental studies, robotics inventions, a French dinner and
show, a Roman Legionary re-enactor presentation, two guitars
and a portable electronic keyboard for the Alternative Learning
Program. a quilting program for the study of literature and
math concepts, new library books and the restart of a chapter
of the Students Against Destructive Decisions.

The GMEF seeks to enrich and extend the reach of district
and school goals through the funding of mini grants and spe-
cial project grants.

The criteria for awarding grants are:

1. Projects must enrich and support district and school goals
and curricula.

2. Projects must specify clear goals, an implementation
plan, timeline and an evaluation process.

3. Projects must demonstrate a strong connection to
improved student outcomes.

A second round of applications will be accepted during the
current school year, and grants will be made during the second
semester.
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Organization Begun for TFHS Alumni Association

he said.

“There is a lot of tradition with-
in this school and community.”
said John O’Riley. who graduated
in the class of 1965. The retired
TFHS English teacher stressed the
importance of maintaining that tra-
dition and connection. “These are
things you take with you for the
rest of your life,” he said. “The
memories and stories people have
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(L-R) John O'Riley, Dawn Miner, Bob Avery and Patrick Kelly

discuss plans for forming a TFHS Alumni Association
at a recent open house at the high school.

BY ALI URBAN -
Attention Turners Falls High
School Alummni: planning has
begun to begin a TFHS Alumni
Association! Spearheaded by Bob
Avery. retired TFHS guidance
councilor, and TFHS graduates
Doug Brown and John O’Riley,
the group held its first organiza-
tional meeting on October 4th.

“We think the time has come to
create an organization that would
connect with alumni on a regular
basis.” said Avery. “It is important,
I think, to develop a relationship
between and among past and pre-
sent students and the community.”

The group hopes to develop a
regular newsletter updating mem-
bers on the activities and achieve-
ments of other members as well as
school news. “Current students
should know that people who
graduated from TFHS have
become very successful.” Avery
said. He hopes that through this
organization. graduates will be
recognized for their achievement
within the school community.

One way to do this would be
through the development of a
Turners Falls High School Hall of

Quality products to heat your home: wood or gas. ..
B stoves, fireplaces & inserts p=

Shanahan Construction Supply Co.

Fame. The association would
install members who have suc-
ceeded in various walks of life.

“The Hall of Fame would bring
successful graduates back to their
alina mater to not only be recog-
nized by their school community,
but also to create a healthy spirit
recognizing how special Turners
Falls High School is.” said Avery.

Doug Brown, a 1971 graduate
of TFHS and current school
resource officer. also hopes to con-
nect past and present students
through an electronic database. As
students think about possible
careers and colleges, this database
could connect alumni who work in
the fields or attended the schools
in which students are interested.

“This warehouse of informa-
tion could be a great resource for
students as they think about their
future,” Brown said.

He highlighted the importance
of community involvement as a
way to not only stay informed but
also to pass on kindnesses to future
generations. “It’s important for
people to pay it forward, to recog-
nize the good things others have
done for them and to pass it on,”

he said.

are really mteresting, and I don’t

want to see them left behind. This

association will help to continue

that tradition.”

The TFHS Alumni Association

would bring together the educa-
tional community through a con-

stant unfolding of information,
activities and awareness. Avery
compared this community to a
large fanmly. “When one gradu-
ates, one doesn’t leave the family,”
“These members move,
grow and do all kinds of things.”
Most graduates always will be
connected to their high school

community. Experiences at TFHS
have in many ways molded who
they have become. The organiza-
tion’s leaders hope to develop
mterest in what other graduates are
doing.

“This 1s a facility that lacks for
nothing,” Avery said referring to
the newly renovated high school.
He stressed how students, past and
present, can take pride in their high
school.

“T may not be an alum, but in
my heart, I am.” Avery said.

Avery, Brown and O’Riley
welcome anyone interested in the

organization; one does not need to
be an alumnus or alumna to join.
The public is welcome to attend
the next meeting on Wednesday,
October 25th at 7 pm. in the
Turners Falls High School theater.
For more information, write to
Avery via email at: ravery21@hot-
mail.com.

High School Highlights is a bi-
weekly column by Turners Falls
High School junior Ali Urban that
Jocuses on subjects relating to and
of interest to high school students
and the general community.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTASGUE POLICE 1OG

Friday 10-13

12:48 pm. Caller reporis
overturned canoe in the river seen
from Migratory Way. Turners
Fire Department and
Environmental Police responded
as well. Canoe was on riverbank.
Environmental Police took cus-
tody of canoe.

7:28 p.m. Report of a breaking
and entering at a Montague Street
address. Building at Newt
Guilbeault Little League Field
had been entered. An unusually
large amount of candy was miss-
ing. Under investigtion.

Saturday 10-14

1:45 pm. - -

Candy Thief Strikes

was arrested on a probable cause
warrant from another agency.

7:58 pm.

was arrested at 91 4th Street on a
default warrant.

Sunday 10-15

2:03 a.m. Report of a suspi-
cious vehicle in the TFHS park-
ing lot.

, was
arrested and charged with assault
and battery on a police officer
and resisting arrest.

8:13 p m. Report of a domes-
tic disturbance at a Turners Falls

Road address.

was arrested and
charged with domestic assault
and battery and intimidating a
witness.

Monday 10-16

11:03 a m. Report of a break-
ing and entering at the Book Mill.
Several businesses were entered.

Under investigation.

was arrested in
Greenfield and charged with vio-
lating an abuse prevention order,
annoying telephone calls. and
criminal harassment.
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Progress 1in Millers Falls; Sewer Work Reviewed

BY JOHN HANOLD - The
selectboard offered an update to
residents of Precinct 2 on
Monday night, October 16th, on
some all-too-familiar issues.
The board offered hope that
once-intractable  issues in
Millers Falls are inching toward
resolution. Uneven pavement
and a puddling problem in front
of the old hotel on East Main
Street are being smoothed out,
addressing one of the communi-
ty concerns about recent
streetscape improvements.
Several interrelated problems
surrounding the yellow clap-
board building abutting the
Powers Block are being sorted
out, starting with a determina-
tion that there are no squatters
(or other residents) in the build-
ing. In addition, a trailer build-
ing inspector David Jensen had
ordered removed from the lot
adjoining that building was
removed recently.

In another step toward com-
munity beautification, D & D
Motors said they have removed
all their cars from a lot owned
by Jeanne Golrick, behind the
Powers Block. Apparently, half
a dozen unregistered vehicles
belonging to Richard Conley
are still parked there. Passage of
the property into tax title has
been averted again by Golrick,
who recently paid overdue fis-
cal 2004 property taxes on the
lot. Taxes for other years remain
unpaid, so building owner
Conley cannot acquire new pei-
mits for improving the Powers
Block structure or facade.
though minor work can proceed
under the remaining outstanding
permit, building inspector
David Jensen said. Town
administrator Frank Abbon-
danzio stated that a Slums &
Blight designation, last obtained
in 2005 from the Franklin
County Regional Housing

Authority, would have to be
sought again to make the village
of Millers Falls and a “willing
building owner” able to apply
for Community Development
Block Grant funds to improve
any blighted properties in the
village. It will be at least anoth-
er year before such a grant could
be sought.

Lake Pleasant town meeting
member Marge Levenson once
again reminded DPW head Tom
Bergeron that he had promised
to stencil Slow Village Ahead,
or words to that effect, on Lake
Pleasant Road as a deterrent to
speeders. Noting the weather is
now too cold for painting,
Bergeron replied. “We'll do it in
the spring, Marge; it’s on tape
and on TV!”

Some long-term obstacles to
public access to the public
cemetery on Dry Hill Road have
been cleared, as the town has
confirmed that Dry Hill Road is
a town way and that the town
has an obligation to provide
access to the long-neglected
cemetery. Furthermore. abutting
property owner Jim Senn has
removed obstacles to use of the
right-of-way:. The most
intractable obstacles remain: the
road itself is too steep and rocky
to be navigable by an ordinary
auto without extensive work,
now estimated at $200,000, and
town officials question whether
this should take priority over the
estimated $5 million backlog of
other road maintenance needs.
Pedestrian access is now possi-
ble for physically fit visitors, at
no additional cost to the town,
but this would be a disappoint-
ing outcome for those less
robust. Alternative solutions
include creating a footpath to
the site as part of a more exten-
sive trails project, scheduling
four-wheel-drive access via a
town-owned vehicle, and con-

struction of alternative road-
ways over private land. In the
opinion of town staff, only engi-
neering feasibility studies of the
alternatives can quantify the
attendant costs for these
options.

A more tangible construction
program was assessed. in part,
by Steve Freedman of the con-
sulting firm Brown & Caldwell.
In the wake of the estimated
cost for the Combined Sewer
Overflow (CSO) project bal-
looning from $5.7 million to
over $10 million this year, the
town hired B&C to perform a
peer review of the design pre-

“Town meeting
expected plant
tmprovements as well
as combined sewer
overflowy we aren't
getting that here.”

- Mike Naughton
Precinct 2

pared by Camp, Dresser &
McKee (CDM). Because the
original project consisted of two
phases of contracting, and
involved work on both in-street
sewer piping and the waste-
water treatment plant, the evalu-
ation comprised five “technical
memoranda’” embracing design,
cost, and prioritization issues.
Perhaps most reassuring was
B&C’s conclusion that the ini-
tial CDM design concept was
sound and an efficient use of
community-owned equipment.
Less reassuring was
Freedman’s observation that the
revised approach seemed to rely
on a “desk-top™ revision of that
design to a lower treatment
capacity, with less provision for

cost contingencies. The original
design would treat a 7 million
gallons-per-day (GPD) flow
without significant discharge of
untreated sewage into the
Connecticut River; this would
fully satisfy  the  state
Environmental Protection
Agency and place Montague
well ahead of such river abutters
as Chicopee and Springfield.
The revised design would prob-
ably accommodate 6 million
GPD, and substantially comply
with EPA guidelines, but sup-
porting data is not fully devel-
oped. As Freedman put it,
“Seven million GPD is way
over the minimum, six million
needs to be confirmed.”

In addition, the slimming
down of the project to fit within
the $5.7 million approved by
town meeting would result in
deferral of many improvements
to the treatment facility itself,
relying on continued “as-need-
ed” repairs and continuing the
current stress on equipment and
operators. The deferrals point
the way toward capital projects
in future years to accomplish
what is deleted now. Precinct
2’s Mike Naughton reacted to
this news, commenting, “Town
meeting expected plant
improvements as well as CSO;
we aren’t getting that here.”

The evaluation and discus-
sion of the cost data indicated
CDM’s revised cost estimate
adequately reflects the volatile
nature of the construction mar-
ket. but could be improved, in
the opinion of B&C, by provid-
ing realistic cost contingencies
and balancing savings in some
arecas with larger expenditures
elsewhere. The bottom-line is a
cost at least as high as CDM’s
revised estimate, and up to
$340,000 higher. Board member
Pat Allen concluded,
“Unfortunately, you validated

CDM’s $10 million number.”
Freedman concurred, and said,
“Did they pick the right track, in
reducing costs? Yes.”

The sense of the audience
was general frustration with the
emerging path, to pare back
some of the over-specification
work and ask bidders on Phase 2
to quote the higher priority
enhancements as add-on tasks
to the basic requirements, in
case savings in some areas can
release money for deferred
work on the treatment plant.

In other business, the board
granted Jake’s Tavern in Turners
Falls an entertainment license
for acoustic music on
‘Wednesdays until year-end, and
discussed a similar application
from the new owners of the for-
mer Equi’s Spanish Gardens in
Millers Falls, now re-opened as
Millers Pub, for Friday and
Saturday offerings of karaoke
and disc-jockey entertainment.
The issue there is the adequacy
of soundproofing and control of
doors opening and closing dur-
ing performances, which will
take place in the former dining
room rather than in the main
bar. Building inspector Jensen
will talk the issues over with Ed
Tolzdorf of the Pub. observing,
“History tells us it’s the smokers
going in and out that causes the
problem.”

Art Gilmore balanced his
comments on the proposal
between his concern for neigh-
borhood children trying to sleep
and wondering whether the
Millers Pub needed his experi-
ence as a piano player. The mat-
ter was concluded by deferring
the decision for a week while
the Pub looks at noise-abate-
ment methods. Board member
Al Ross summed up the board’s
attitude by saying, “We’d like

this to come to a success-
D

DRY HILL

continued from pg 1

Ellis. neighbors of Senn’s on
nearby Ellis Road, attended
selectboard meetings concern-
ing access to the town ceme-
tery on Dry Hill in August of
2004. Ursula Ellis commented
on the standoff between Senn
and the town on Dry Hill Road
as follows: “This has been
going on for 30 years. We'd
like something done about it.
There are veterans buried
there. My husband’s grandpar-

ents are buried there. We
should be able to wisit the
graves.”

This week, Ellis echoed
comments by former select-
board member Clarkson
Edwards that Senn had altered
the landscape and boundaries
of the town owned road,
increasing the steepness of the
grade at the intersection. “The
last burial was held there in
the 40s, and we got a hearse up
there from Wendell Road with
no difficulty,” Ellis said. “Why

shouldn’t he [Senn] be
required to pay to restore the
road to its original condition?”

Following Tuesday’s spe-
cial town meeting, cemetery
commissioner Sue San Soucie
said, “Most public cemeteries
have a way to get people in
and out of them. This one
should be no different.” San
Soucie said Dry Hill Cemetery
was the only one of
Montague’s seven public
cemeteries that the public can-
not access.

The straw poll of town
meeting members to determine
the best way of gaining vehic-
ular access to the cemetery
garnered a clear majority, prior
to the start of the regular war-
rant. A subsequent straw poll
on whether to provide tempo-
rary access to the cemetery via
a town-owned 4-Wheel drive
vehicle for any resident or
researcher who requested such
a service failed by a convinc-
ing margin, even though town
administrator Frank

ful conclusion.”

Abbondanzio said, “We have a
moral and legal obligation to
provide access,” to the ceme-
tery. Abbondanzio noted the
Daughters of the American
Revolution had written the
town requesting access to the
gravesites of Revolutionary
‘War veterans buried there.

A third straw poll, to deter-
mine whether the town should
work with landscape students
to design a foot trail system to

reach the cemetery car- W

ried by a wide margin.
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Wendell Admires New Pumper

BY JOSH HEINEMANN

Wendell’s new Engine #1 is
the pride of the fire depart-
ment, the result of years of
saving by the town and effort
by fire chief Everett Ricketts.
It 1s filled with water, and
packed with hose, including
600 feet of four-inch supply
line that has fittings compati-
ble with other county depart-
ments’ supply lines. The 2006
Smeal pumper has a 390
horsepower Cumimins diesel
engine that got 18 miles from
a gallon on its trip from the
factory in Nebraska. It has a
tilting cab with seats for six
firefighters, five of which
have space for an air pack so a
firefighter in turnout gear can
put on the air pack while trav-
eling to the fire. It has a Jake
brake that can be operated in
tandem with an automatically
downshifted transmission to
bring the truck almost to a
complete stop without use of

No, it not broken. Wendells new 2006 Smeal punsper features
a #ilf front end that allows for easier access to the 390 hp
Cummins Diesel powerplant that drives the machine.

the foot brake. For snow and
ice, it comes equipped with
chains that can be deployed on
demand from the driver’s seat,

and a locking differential.

The pump operator can set
the pump to be governed elec-
tronically, determined by his

Massachusetts Historic Commission
Comes to the Wendell Town Hall

BY JOSH HEINEMANN

On Friday afternoon. October
13th, Chris Skelly from the
Massachusetts Historic
Commission met 20 Wendell
residents at the town hall and
spoke about ways to preserve
the historic assets of the town.
He began by defining the differ-
ence between a town’s historical
society, and its historical com-
mission.

A historical society is a col-
lection of volunteers who
research town history. They can
collect artifacts or anything
from the town’s past, catalogue
it and display it in a museum. A
historic commission is a board
composed of three to seven peo-
ple, appointed by the select-
board or town government,
whose role is community-wide
historic preservation. Their job
is to identify, evaluate, and pro-
tect resources of significant his-
torical or architectural interest,
or places where important
events occurred.

The local historic commis-
sion submits a description of the

Commission. and the site is put
on the state and national historic
Tegisters.

The Wendell town common
area is a National Historic dis-
trict, for example. That designa-
tion is basically an honorific
title; private owners of a build-
ing on the national historic reg-
ister may still do anything they
wish with their building. But if
there is federal or state involve-
ment in a project involving a
building on the historic register.
then state and federal reviews
are required for any changes to
the outside of the building.

Since the Wendell town com-
mon is on the National Historic
Register, the new library and the
new town office building design
both had oversight by the
Massachusetts Historic
Commission.

A local historic district can
be created only by a two-thirds
vote at town meeting, and its
regulations governing the exte-
rior of buildings are enacted as
zoning bylaws under
Massachusetts General Law

paint color, or they can be loos-
er. Any work done to the exteri-
or of a building in a local his-
toric district is regulated by the
local historic commission.

Skelly did not think Wendell
should try to establish a local
historic district now, but instead
should work on education and
outreach. He suggested a sign
by the road designating the
town center as an historic dis-
trict, corner signs giving the
construction date of buildings.
and offering buyers of old
homes a short history of their
new (to them) house.

Town  librarian  Rosie
Heidkamp asked if there were a
set time that had to elapse
before a building would be con-
sidered ‘historic.’ Skelly did not
quantify a specific number of
years, but suggested the possi-
bly that the first McDonalds fast
food stand, now about 50 years
old, might be eligible, or the
first Levittown development,
another seminal structure repre-
senting a significant change in
the way Americans live.

choice of engine speed. or
pump pressure. The latter
choice allows firefighters to
avoid the situation that occurs
when ome hose is suddenly
shut off and other hose opera-
tors feel a sudden jolt as water
pressure from the closed line
is diverted to the open lines.
The pumper can pull a six-
inch diameter prime up from a
pond in 30 seconds, and pump
1250 gallons per minute
through any combination of its
six discharge outlets. It has an
electric start diesel gemerator

that uses fuel supplied from
the main tank, and can run
scene lights, a smoke ejecting
fan, or any 120 or 240 volt
appliance, even a toaster oven
or a coffeepot.

The new pumper has not
yet gone to a fire, and I do not
want to be the first one to get
dirt or ashes on it. Please take
care around fire this winter,
and make sure your chimneys
are cleaned and inspected by a
certified professional on an
annual basis.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE GILL POLIGE LOG

Wednesday 10-11

12:45 p.m_ Grist Mill Road resi-
dent came into station, complain-
ing of finding empty beer bottles
near his property.

Friday 10-13

800 am. Officer assisted
Erving police with a motor vehicle
stop in Gill just over the French
King Bridge.

4:40 p.m. Officer sent to a West
Gill Road residence for a report of
loud ATVs. Officer spoke to both
reporting parties; report on file.

7:05 p.m_Arrested

for suspended
license, resisting arrest, posses-
sion of class D drug, and a lights
violation.

Saturday 10-14

10:50 a.m._ Officer requested to
check on a disabled motor vehicle
on Main Road. Assisted the driver
with a tow.

10:35 p.m._ Officer requested to
assist Erving police with a house
alarm. Officer sent. Home secure.
Possibly set off by the dog.

Sunday 10-15

110 pm. Possible truck fire
near the Greenfield line on Route
2_ Officer sent to the area. No vehi-

Loud ATV’s on W. Gill Rd.

cles were found to be in distress.
Monday 10-16

7:45 am. Fire alarm activation
at the NMH campus. Officer sent.
False alarm.

6:06 pm. Complaint from a
Main Road resident that someone
was urinating behind local busi-
ness. Officer sent to the area.
Incident is on file with the police
department, and matter is still
under investigation.

720 pm. Complaint from an
Oak Street resident that a neigh-
bor's dog was left out all day
Complaining party was concerned
about colder weather and age of
dog. Officer sent to the area.
Unable to make contact with the
owner.

909 pm. Dog from above
complaint still left outside. Officer
still unable to make contact with
the owner. Officer took custody of
the animal and brought it to the
town's animal control officer for
safe keeping and well being check.

Tuesday 10-17

10:36 a.m. Report of suspicious
vehicle in the area of Grove Street,
all checked OK

7:55 pm. Assisted with motor
vehicle lock out on Vassar Way.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WENDELL POLICE LOG

Monday, September 18th

Gate Lane resident complaining
about unrestrained dogs. Referred
to dog officer.

Saturday, September 23rd
Motor vehicle accident on New
Salem Road. Car totaled; utility

Car Totaled; Pole Damaged

Thursday, September 28th
911 call from Lockes Village Road
residence. Misdial; all OK.

Saturday, October 14th
Complaint of people on roadway
interfering with ftraffic on Farley
Road

property of interest to the 40c. Regulations can strictly The Wendell crowd seemed pole damaged
Massachusetts Historic define features as detailed as puzzled by this answer. i
*
_ Four DIRECTIONS | | Renaissance LAPINE MULTIMEDIA

HEALING ARTS

Excavating

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls

863-8033 . I;aren@4directionshealingar’[s.com

| A~ & MORE!
Fours Directions, M ai\::gp:n;t;ir; COMPLETE SITE CONVERTED TO DVD, VHS
€A ) ! & OTHER FORMATS!
\ FHEALIN G ARTS | Flower Essence Therapy Wark
' * SEPTIC & DRAINAGE SYSTEMS * SAND, GRAVEL & Loam Bill & Kathy White

MAIN RoAD, GILL

(413) 863-4462

DoucLAS EDSON

413-773-77417




10

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

October 19, 2006

THE NEIGHBORHOOD TOXIGOLOGIST

Waterproofing the Ocean: the Consequence of Keeping Dry

BY EMILY MONOSSON
MONTAGUE CENTER -
"Must keep water out" was my
mantra. The old red backpack,
my faithful traveling companion
for twenty years, cross country,
up mountains, at sea, and across
the ocean had sprung a leak.
Several leaks, actually. Wet
through completely when a
drenching rain followed my hus-
band and me down the Madison
Gulf trail. Socks, underwear,
warm clothes - sopping. But
rather than purchase a new frame
pack. I reached for the
Scotchgard™, and methodically
sprayed each crack, crevice and
seam, confident that by 'renewing'
my old pack, I was doing the right
thing.

What 1 didn't know then
shames me now, and apparently
the 3M Company and the Dupont
Corporation had known it for
years. The manufacturing process
for products like Scotchgard™,
my Gore-Tex Coat, and the su-
face on my favorite fiying pan,
bestowed upon us more than just
consumer goods. According to a
review recently published by
Magali Houde from the
University of Guelph and others
in the journal Environmental
Science and Technology (ES&T).
the perfluorinated polymers, the
most notorious being PFOA and
PFOS, used to resist, protect, and
repel, have infiltrated almost
every living system on earth,
from Great Lakes algae to polar
bears in Svalbard, from the green-
lipped mussel to Kemp’s Ridley
sea turtle, bald eagle and the com-
mon loon. And, unless you con-
sider yourself separate from life
on earth, these chemicals have
mfiltrated you. me and your next-
door neighbor too.

By now. this is old news.
Many of us are familiar with the
stories. Parrots dropping dead.
3M voluntarily “outing” PFOS,
reports of PFOA and PFOS in our
blood. It is old news that these
chemicals persist in the environ-
ment and are found from the
North Pole to the South Pole and
everywhere in-between.

But how did this happen?
These chemicals have been
around for over fifty years. Where
was the US EPA? Where were
our environmental protections?
Turns out, these repellent chemi-
cals slipped through legally, via a
loophole in at least one process
that would have identified their
role as the environmental conta-
minant du jour: 1ie., the
Premanufacture  Notification

process.

Ever since Congress passed
the Toxic Substances Control Act
back in 1976, the EPA has had the
authority to review and regulate
each new chemical based on its
potential threat to us and to the
environment prior to its use in

starfish, green-lipped mussels,
funa, sea-turtles and ofters?
Konstantinos Prevedouros and
others from Stockholm
University and E. 1. duPont de
Nemours, in a study published in
ES&T, estimated that over the
years thousands of tons of PFOA

Sea Otters are one of the many water dweller affected by the prevalence of
PFO.A and PFOS in their environments. Some studies indicate that levels
of these chemicals are in decline.

commerce. But there's a catch.
According to the EPA, “chemi-
cals in commerce prior to the
effective date of the Toxic
Substances Control Act were
placed on the inventory without
going through the premanufac-
ture notice.” And, some classes of
chemicals were specifically
granted exemptions. These
included some of the perfluorinat-
ed chemicals involved in the pro-
duction of PFOA and PFOS. The
idea is, according to the agency,
“Certain chemical health and
safety information [would] be
submitted to the Agency...when
companies learn of it.”

But in 2004, the US EPA
charged that Dupont had violated
that bit about providing *“certain
health and safety” information.
Apparently they forgot to report
that not only was PFOA persis-
tent, but that it might be toxic to
humans and the environment.
Oops.

Dupont settled for over $10
million, EPA initiated a voluntary
phase-out of the chemical by
2015 (a program in which Dupont
and several other manufacturers
are participants), and back in
2000 the 3M Company voluntari-
ly phased out their use of PFOA,
PFOS and related chemicals.

Phew. Glad that's over.

Or is it?

What about those polar bears,
eagles, and loons? What about the

or PFOA precursors were
released to the environment,
much of it discharged into our
surface waters, inevitably supply-
ing our oceans with tons of the
stuff In one case, 61% of the
chemical used in manufacturing
was released to the environment,
most going right into the water,
without violating a single law.
Well, excepting those companies
that knew, but didn't tell. And this
is only part of the legacy
bequeathed upon us not just by
industry but by our own desire for
eggs to slide, fabric to repel, and
carpets to gleam. There is no
accounting of the tons of PFOS
used or released over the years.

And water, or more specifical-
ly the open ocean of the northern
hemisphere, is where at least one
hundred tons of PFOA or precur-
sors has ended up, according to
the report by Prevedouros and
others. At the most, they figure
tens of thousands of tons of the
stuff is circulating around in our
ocean water.

“Water is the main vector for
exposure in wildlife,” said Frank
Gobas, a researcher at Simon
Fraser University who studies
chemicals that accumulate in
wildlife. In the environment,
according to Gobas, perfluorinat-
ed chemicals exist in a relatively
water soluble form. “Marine
mammals are likely the most
exposed, due to water to fish to

mammal transport, which the per-
fluorinated chemicals tend to
favor.”

The big “So what?” comes
from my son. Each time I begin to
write, he knows it's bad news.

“So what exactly do those
kill?” he asked, peering over my
shoulder.

I explain that aside from possi-
bly killing the occasional parrot -
- though Dupont and others sug-
gest that birds are sensitive not
only to fumes from overheated
nonstick pans but from overheat-
ed butter and oils -- the effects on
wildlife are unknown. Although
there may be ample evidence of a
chemical's toxicity in the labora-
tory (one form of PFOA causes
neurotoxicity, liver toxicity,
immunotoxicity and develop-
mental toxicity), and ample evi-
dence of the chemical’s presence
in the tissues of wild animals, one
of the more challenging problems
in environmental foxicology is
linking the presence of that chem-
ical in the environment with
harmful effects on wildlife.

For example, Kurunthachalam
Kannan, of the New York State
Department of Health, and
SUNY Albany, and others,
recently reported on the relation-
ship between disease status and
PFOA and PFOS concentrations
in sea otters found dead or dying
along the California coast. The
group found more PFOA and
PFOS in sea otters determined to
be diseased at the time of their
death compared with those classi-
fied as non-diseased. However,
according to their study, reported
in ES&T, they were unable to
determine if the higher levels of
perfluorinated chemicals were “a
cause of the disease, a conse-
quence, or coincidental.”

Kannan's group also reported a
decline in PFOS in the otters over
time, following 3M's phase-out.
‘Was that a surprise? “I expect that
it would take much longer for the
environment to respond.” said
Kannan. “Maybe what we found
was circumstantial, but a few
other researchers have found a
similar decline in seals from the
Arctic.”

James Armitage, a PhD candi-
date at Stockholm University,
studies the fate of PFOA in the
environment. He agrees that once
the release of these chemicals and
their precursors is halted. depend-
ing on the location, environmen-
tal concentrations may begin to
decline quite swiftly in response.

“Given the lifespan of most
creatures in the environment.”
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said Armitage, “T would expect to
see a response to declining envi-
ronmental concenfrations fairly
rapidly [meaning within 10
years).”

“But,” he added, referring to a
modeling study soon to be pub-
lished, “we observed that concen-
trations in the North Temperate
Zone, the source area, decline
almost immediately in response
to drastic reduction in emissions.
while concentrations in the North
Polar Zone continue to increase.”
The declines. he noted, are due
mainly to redistribution fo other
ocean areas. In other words. even
if phased out, the perfluorinated
chemicals aren't likely to go away
soon, they'll just go elsewhere.

According to those in the
ndustry, there really is no
replacement for perfluorinated
chemicals. It is the combination
of fluoride and carbon that pro-
vides the repellent properties that
make these chemicals so useful
and durable. The 3M Company
has already developed a new
polyfluorinated chemical to
replace PFOA, PFOS and PFOS-
related products.

‘When asked about the replace-
ment products, Charles Auer,
Director, Office of Pollution
Prevention & Toxics, US EPA.
said, “The new chemical replace-
ments have been subject to con-
siderable scrutiny....the Agency
1s requiring robust fate and toxic-
ity testing, and will retain regula-
tory authority over these chemi-
cals until we can be assured they
do not present unreasonable risk.”

Through their website, 3M
asserts that the reformulated
products have been tested for tox-
icity and bioaccumulation, and
have apparently passed with fly-
mg colors. If you dig deep
enough, you can also read that the
teplacement, like its predeces-
sors, persists in the environment,
though they state that sales and
application of the new product
will be limited to those resulting
only in low environmental emis-
sions.

I hover over my daughter's
new leather boots, a can of non-
perfluorinated silicon-based
leather sealant in my hand, and
ponder the desire of beings who
are 60% water to stay dry. Then I
hold my breath, and begin to
spray.

This article will appear in
OCEAN Magazine Volume 3,
Issue 13, Winter 2006
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELEGTBOARD

$317 Bill for Main Road Catch Basin at Issue

BY P. H. CROSBY

First item of business for the
Gill selectboard on Monday,
October 16th was to approve a
payment of $317 for the cost of
redoing a catch basin on the
Main Road project, after the
contractors for the three mile,
$3.7 million project found clay
in the sub-surface. Selectboard
member Leland Stevens noted
test drills could have been per-
formed ahead of time to see
what type of subsoil lay beneath
the area of the catch basin.
“They knew there might be
ledge. Why wouldn’t they know
there might be clay?” With
nearly a quarter of a million dol-
lars invested in engineering
design plans for the reconstruc-
tion of Main Road, board mem-
bers felt this new cost was
something that should have
been covered in the original
contract. Since the bill from F&
J Construction was for such a
small amount, in the end the
board approved payment.
However, board member Phil

Maddern asked for a meeting to
be arranged with Mitchell
LeClaire, Gill’s highway super-
intendent, and a representative
of the town’s engineering con-
sultant, Greenman Pedersen,
Inc. to follow up on questions
about the project.

Some time was spent autho-
rizing the Revenue Anticipation
note and other bank matters
with the assistance of treasurer
Ronnie LaChance and town
clerk Lynda Hodsdon Mayo,
who stood by with the huge and
heavy cast iron town seal stamp
in hand. After signing the war-
rant for the upcoming election,
the board approved a request
from the town’s ambulance
company for permission to seek
designation of Gill as a
“Heartsafe Community,” having
met the criteria by having defib-
rillators in town and people
trained to operate them. Quotes
for sand and salt were reviewed
and approved, with board mem-
bers declaring prices quoted by
Mackin for sand and Eastern for

salt, “reasonable”,

Correspondence reviewed
included the final version of the
Archeological Survey on the
Mariamante land parcel. the cer-
tificate of occupancy for town
hall, and a request from
Greenman Pedersen that Mass
Highway redo culvert drawings
for the Main Road project, a
cost that will be included in the
original contract, since it will
be a change-order under the
10% cap for cost overruns. The
Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection con-
ducted a site visit of the road
project recently and found
everything in order.

The board is sending a warm
thanks to B’s Landshaping for
donating services to repair a leak
in a water line at the Gill school
that resulted in the sudden emer-
gence of a spontaneous water
bubbler on the schoolhouse
lawn. To the likely disappoint-
ment of many school children,
had they only known of the
short-lived  fountain, B’s

Landshaping efficiently located
and repaired the leak and land-
scaped the schoolyard back to
normalcy before classes started
for the day.

Correspondence related to
board of health activities
informed the board that
Regional Health Agent Sharon
‘White is leaving. Her departure
was noted with regret since
White provided significant
assistance to the health board
with housing inspections, perc
tests. and related issues. The
Franklin Regional Council of
Governments is moving quickly
to replace her. Curent inspec-
tions include major difficulties
with mold in an apartment house
in Riverside. The owner is fully
engaged in trying to fix the prob-
lem, but the work is creating a
major disruption for the tenants.

Gill-Montague Regional
School District minutes noted
the upcoming hearings on
school buildings and elementary
level configuration. Gill’s hear-
ing will take place October 26th

Eclectic Bands Make for Fine Night Out

Gary Higgins, with
MV & EE and the Bummer
Road Medicine Show

BY AMY LAPRADE
MONTAGUE CENTER - Is
that the mournful cries from a
chain gang you hear? Or the
wail of a woman wandering the
desert at night in search of lost
love?

No. it is the sound of Matt
Valentine & Erika Elder with the
Bummer Road Medicine Show,
painting fanfastic imagery with
their bluesy, psychedelic sound.

The evening with Gary
Higgins at the Montague Book
Mill on Friday, October 13th
kicked off with this innovative
quartet from Brattleboro, VT.
The band, members Matt
Valentine - guitar. Erika Elder -
vocals, lap steel guitar, and elec-
tric mandolin, Nemo Bidstrup -
second guitar, and Mo Jiggs -

percussion and harp environ- neck guitar, this band may sound
ments, per- somber, but
formed for they leave
about an the listener
hour to an feeling bit-
intimate and tersweet in a
appreciative way that
audience. hurts 50
Though good.
the lyrics The sec-
are difficult ond half of
to ascertain, the evening
the music ushered in
itself con- the long-
Veys a psy- J ) awaited
chotropic Gary Higgins acoustic per-
moodiness formance by
and sense of Gary Higgins

loss as Elder shakes her tam-
bourine like she is shackled to it,
creating a spooky syncopation
with the thick wooden twangs of
Valentine’s acoustic guitar.
Punctuated by the ghostly
sounds of harmonica and bottle

- guitar and vocals, Dave Van
deBogart - lead guitars and
vocals, and Graham Higgins -
vocals, lead and rhythm guitar.
This trio executed their perfor-
mance succinctly, with precision
and perfectly synchronized har-

monies.

His voice sounding as good
as it did thirty years ago on his
infamous cult classic Red Hash,
Higgins® velvety tones melded
perfectly with the guitars on
“Thicker than a Smokey.” while
‘Van deBogart’s phenomenal gui-
tar playing conveyed images of
fine chocolate and aged spiced
wine to warm the pallet and send
the listener off into a sweet
dream.

These performances, set in the
intellectual yet cozy venue of the
Book Mill, with the Lady
Killigrew’s nearby offerings of
fine microbrewed beer combined
for a great night out in Montague.
‘We hope Higgins returns to the
area for an encore soon.

For future show listings for
MV & EE and the Bummer
Road. £o to:
ecstaticpeace.com/mvee

from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Gill
Elementary School, directly fol-
lowing the 6:30 p m. PTO meet-
ing. Board member Ann Banash
plans to attend. School commit-
tee member Timmy Smith (in
the audience at the board meet-
ing on the 16th) said other pub-
lic hearings on elementary
school configuration will pro-
ceed and follow this ome. The
first will take place on October
24th from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at
the TV studio of Turners Falls
High, right after a 6-7 p.m.
school committee meeting.

After reviewing a U.S.
Census notice about the Gill
town boundaries, Maddern
noted the board was remiss in
fulfilling its duties since it had
been some time since they had
walked the Gill boundaries.
Banash welcomed Maddem to
fulfill that obligation and report
back.

Nursery and Garden Center
135 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls

45 Yoars Growin
Experience ’

200 Acres of Nursery Plants
Garden Center & Gifts

¢ All Trees in Yard
-1/2 Price
* Perennials - Bu
One, Get One Free
e All Heaths &
Heathers 1/2 Price
Cash & Carry ONLY

Prices are good Saturday &
Sunday Only

Monday to Friday 7am - 7pm
Saturday 7am - 5:30pm
Sunday 9am-5pm

Tel: (413) 863-2510

Fax: (413) 863-3079

HOME BUYERS WANTED

You Can Buy a House with ho money down!

Tim Prevost

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

Call Tim for your free Pre-Application analysis.

Call 1-413-773-8984
Loan Officer

NAamionAL City MortGAGE

Only homeowners are eligible. All loans are subject to
credit approval & property review.
Programs subject to change without notice.

v  Windy Hollow
& Veterinary Clinic
&)  Amy Plavin, DVM, CVSMT

68 Sunderland Road
Montague Center
413-367-0062 » www.windyhollowvet.com

Providing an integrative approach to veterinary medicine,
including acupuncture, chiropractic, chinese

and western herbal therapies.

REalL ESTATE

BENCHMARK

&ERATT

YETTER Business CENTER
525 Bermardston Road
Greenfield, MA 01301

(413) 774-1221

bernie@benchmark-pratt.com

Bernie Monkiewicz

Realtor

SR P o T T e
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=N M13-256-6217
fine instruments 7

bought and sold
repaired and restored

4t Tl

5 - 10 Fri and Sat
Closed Tues

.@h NTE
mné:
3 Open 5-9 Sun - Thurs

Fretted Instrument Workshop

4950, Pleasant St, Amherst, Mass. 01002_ . | Reservations Accepted Turners Falls, MA 01376

WWW.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO.comM

FINE ITALIAN DINING

Denise DiPaolo. Owner
Hilton Dottin, Chef

TEL 413-863-4441
FAX 413-863-4421

166 Avenue A
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Notes from the Montague Special Town Meeting

Town Meeting Backs Higher Pay for Town Clerk

BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE - The special
town meeting of October
17th turned down the select-
board's recommended pay
decrease for the town clerk's
position, and supported an
impassioned appeal by for-
mer town clerk John Zywna
to set the salary at a higher
step level, and to fund it at
$49.900, nearly $2.000 more
than town clerk Deborah
Bourbeau had requested in
closed door negotiations with
the selectboard. The select-
board had recommended a
starting salary of $43,500 for
the position. considering
Bourbeau's relative lack of
experience in relation to
Zywna's 15 years as town
clerk. Zywna had been mak-
ing $55,154 a year, and
Bourbeau, who worked as
assistant town clerk under
Zywna for the past 2% years,
has began receiving that
salary, set by town meeting
in May, when she assumed
the post on October 1st on
Zywna's retirement.

Zywna was back in the
saddle Tuesday night, fol-
lowing an unexplained med-
ical emergency which absent-
ed Bourbeau from the meet-
ing. Members unanimously
voted Zywna back into the
position of town clerk for the
duration of the meeting, to
fulfill legislative require-
ments that a clerk be present.
and Zywna was back at his
old town hall office on

Wednesday, filling in for
Bourbeau, who may be out
through the November elec-
tion.

Zywna left the stage. how-
ever, to stand at the podium
on the floor and appeal for a
higher salary for his col-
league, who was not there to
plead her own cause. Zywna
reminded the meeting that
the town clerk is an elected
post, with a salary set by
town meeting members, not

the selectboard. He said
department heads in
Montague make between

$74.000 and $48.000. "If you
vote $43.000, you've just
knocked her right off the
chart."

Selectboard member Pat
Allen defended the select-

board's recommendation,
noting that a salary of
$49.900 for the position

would give Bourbeau a high-
er starting salary than anoth-
er department head in town
with more than five year's
experience. She said
Bourbeau would receive an
automatic pay increase when
she completed certification at
a state training school for
town clerks.

Zywna countered by say-
ing Bourbeau had ten years'
experience in town hall, six
of them working in the treas-
urer collector's office. a good
foundation for the clerk's
position. And, he said., the
requirements of the job don't
change with the person ful-

TAG SALE at

GRANGE HALL
Sat Oct. 28th, 9 - 12

Benefit tag sale for the
Montague Grange
Many items of value to you
and your loved ones
Drop-offs donations wel-

come the night before.
413 320 5336
to coordinate.

Pothole Pictures
October 21st & 22nd
7:30 PM.

Ed Wood
Starring Johnny Depp
10 PM.

Plan 9 from

Outer Space
“Worst movie of all time
51 Bridge Street
Shelburne Falls 625-2896

filling them.

Norman  Seymour of
Precinct 2 said, "The job is
the job - it has a certain
amount of responsibility, and
we should pay commensurate
with the workload."

Town meeting agreed,
backing Zywna's recommen-
dation on a motion made by
Precinct 2's Mike Naughton
and seconded by Seymour,
by a large majority.

Town meeting also:

-+ rescinded a $20.500
appropriation from the May
town meeting for repairs to

the front steps of the
Montague Center School.
Building inspector David

Jensen said repairs at that
amount would have triggered
ADA  requirements for
wheelchair accessibility at
the front entrance, at a far
higher cost. Meanwhile, the
loose railing and chipped
stairs he had originally
ordered fixed had been
repaired successfully - at a
cost of $100, Jensen said.

+- ratified a three-year
agreement between the town
of Montague and Northeast
Generation for Cabot Station
and Unit I, hydroelectric
facilities with 67,709 kilo-
watts of generating capacity
between them, which were
recently purchased with 15
other generating facilities
(including Northfield
Mountain, a 1080 megawatt
plant and Mount Tom, a 146

megawatt plant) by Energy
Capital Partners for $1.34
billion. The new owners have
agreed to abide by the terms
of the agreement. which sets
values for the two hydro
plants at $51 million for '07,
$52 million for '08, and $53
million for '09. (In '06, the
two plants were valued at
$46.789.400. acoording to
Montague's  director of
assessing JoAnne Greenleaf))

»- rejected a motion to pro-
vide a $3,000 stipend to the
three members of the board
of retirement. Finance com-
mittee = member  Marge
Levenson estimated the
stipend would translate to
$150 an hour for the mem-
bers' work, which may have
dampened town meetings'
enthusiasm for the measure.
Retirement board chair
Carolyn Olsen said members
would soon face a mandatory
ten-day training requirement,
and would be held to their
responsibility to attend meet-
ings and perform required
work in order to receive the
stipend. Precinct 5's Jay di
Pucchio suggested the town
lobby the legislature to allow
localities to set the amount of
the stipend, rather than just
accept or reject the $3.000
figure, as the law currently
requires.

= accepted Edgewater
Way as a town road.

lews'Hot Dryers!

Suzee's-Gear for sale-at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com

Musty COMFORTER? Sandy AREA RUG?
or just LOTS of Laundry?

 suzeesavs:BRING IT ON.
I'ﬂfﬂlﬁ WASHERS ARE BACK!

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Overnwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County’s Newest
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

174-7775

Easy in-town location
Secure 24-hour access

ZES

PAENTY

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to mquire

VARIETY. OF ?ﬁ;@
AVAILABLE «{[

NA

Highlights of the Erving Police Log
Wendell Man Driving

Under the Influence

Wednesday 10-11

1030 .. [N
- was an‘ested ona
warrant.

Thursday 10-12

7:00 a m. Report of forgery of
registry documents and
harassing phone calls.
Advised options for a
restraining order. Forgery
under investigation.

Friday 10-13
7:53 a m. Arrested

I ©: o<

after suspension of license.

Monday 10-16

8:03 a.m. Assisted EMTs at a
Prospect Street address with a
medical emergency. Subject
transported to FMC.

5:19 p.m. Arrested
- on a straight warrant.

Tuesday 10-17

12:47 a m. Report of a motor
vehicle accident in the area of
French King Highway.
Located on Forest Street.
s I
- and charged him
operating under the influence
of liquor (2nd offense).

Support our Advertisers,
tell them you saw it in the

Montague Reporter

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)
e Thermo Pride
e Weil-McLain
* Other Major Brands
e Expert Burner
Service

i) R

(413) 773-3622

A\\

7
o=
P4 ™

: o, LN
g

Vitamins
Natural Supplements
& Body Care

Organic & Locally Grown
Produce

Full Line of Natural Groceries
Regional Specialties

Full Deli:
Entrees, Sandwiches, Soups,
Salad Bar

European Bakery:
Artisan Breads, Pastries,

~ Desserts
October is Goop Month!

SN\ F Lo

m{\«é’/

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6,
Sunday 10-5
144 Main Street, Greenfield
773-9567

Proud of our roots on Avenue Al
(Formerly the Montague Food Coop)
25 Years and Growing

NES «

UNTRY

200 Triangle Street
Ambherst, MA 01002-2193
[413]+549-3700 Ext 144

Unfocking the door o
yvour dreant of
fome ownershio!

Mariaelena Garcia
REALTOR® =

mgarcia@jones-tc.com
Member National Association of
Hispanic Real Estate Professionals

bryant’

|

TOGNARELLI
HEATING & COOLING

* Specializing in Repairing & Installation
* Gas & Oil Systems * Radiant Heat, Gas Piping
* The Gas Experts

Honiog 8 g 5. 41 3-863-2295

SPACEPAC

Ceentrol Air - Amyvhere

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls
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JEP’S PLACE: FAITH, HOPE AND OTHER DISASTERS, PART VI

Chapter 5: Washday

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL - As T grew older, wash-
day held out a chance for me to
redeem myself. T helped Ma lug
water from the outside rain bar-
rel, pail by pail. to fill a big
copper boiler sitting on the
glowing kitchen wood stove.
The kitchen soon became an
inferno.

I lugged more rainwater to
fill the rinse tub while Ma filled
the washtub with hot water.
She refilled the boiler from the
rain barrel, added a couple of
bars of brown P&G lye soap.
and put Pa’s work clothes in to
loosen the ground-in grease
and grime. Without stopping to
rest, Ma grabbed a piece of

clothing from the wash water
and began scrubbing on the
metal washboard. After scrub-
bing a section, she looked to
see if it was clean, then, turned
the clothing to scrub another
place. Soon, steam from the top
of the boiler came rolling
across the low ceiling. The
stench of lye filled the air.
Wash water soaked the front of
Ma’s apron. Sweat showed in
dark circles under her arms. Ma
stopped, from time to time, to
rest her head on her forearm.
She went back to scrubbing,
hurrying, always hurrying, with
quick steps, snatching at laun-
dry. The worst of it was: she
never quite got her washing
caught up.

PHOTO JOSEPH R. PARZYC

clothing
scrubbed, I
cranked it
through the
wringer into
the rinse
water and,
later, back
to wring it
dry. As I
cranked, my
imagination
took hold. I
became
Cranker
Man - who
could over-
come the

Joe Parzych reading from his book at the Gill Arts Fair

When Ma got a piece of

toughest
piece of wet
laundry that dared defy him. It

was a time when I knew I was
being good.

I went to take a break out on
the porch, away from the heat
and steam and stink of lye,
when I spotted a pickup truck
racing down the road to our
farm, trailing a rooster tail of
dust. It pulled into our drive-
way. A sign on the side of the
pickup read SEARS & ROE-
BUCK CO. A washing machine
sat on back. I figured the driver
was lost and wondered whatev-
er possessed him to turn down
our road. A neatly dressed man,
wearing a tie, got out.

“Why don’t you show me
where your mom’s at, Sonny?”

... Continued next week

Friday, October 20

7:00 am Barton Cove Eagles

9:00 am Montague Update

10:00 am Montague Selectboard 10/16
1:00 pm “Wind Changes” Body Art

6:00 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow #12
6:30 pm People’s Harvest Day 2

7-30 pm Montague Update

8:30 pm Source to Sea River Clean-up

Saturday, October 21

7:00 am Barton's Cove Eagles

900 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #12
9:30 am People’s Harvest: Day 2

10:30 am Montague Update

12:00 pm Source to Sea River Clean-up
6:00 pm The Discovery Center: The
Importance of Pollinators

700 pm NASA: The Case of the
Mysterious Red Light

7:30 pm The Well Being: Listening to Your Body
8:30 pm Classic Arts Showcase

Sunday, October 22

7:00 am Barton's Cove Eagles

9:00 am The Discovery Center: The
Importance of Pollinators

12:00 am NASA: The Case of the
Mysterious Red Light

12:30 pm The Well Being: Listening to
Your Body

1:30 pm Classic Arts Showcase

6:00 pm Montague Update

7:00 pm Farmers Market Music: Michael Nix
8:30 pm Isaac Mass

9:00 pm Discovery Center: Waterfowl
Identification

10:30 pm Isaac Mass

Monday, October 23

7:00 am Barton's Cove Eagles

9:00 am Montague Update

40-:00 am Farmers Market Music: Michael Nix
11:30 am Isaac Mass

12:00 pm Discovery Center: Waterfowl

MCTYV Schedule

Channel 17: Friday, October 20th through Thursday, October 26th

Identification

1:30 pm Isaac Mass

6:00 pm Montague Update

7:00 pm Selectboard Meeting “Live”
10:00 pm People’s Harvest: Day 2

11:30 pm Diagnosed with Hepatitis C?
Learn More

Tuesday, October 24

7:00 am Barton Cove Eagles

9:00 am Montague Update

10:00 am People’s Harvest: Day 2

11:30 am Diagnosed with Hepafitis C?
Learn More

5:00 pm Montague Update

6:00 pm GMRSD Meeting LIVE

9:00 pm NASA: The Case of the
Mysterious Red Light

9:30 pm Source To Sea River Cleanup
1030 pm Farmer’s Market Concert

Wednesday, October 25

7:00 am Barton’s Cove Eagles

9:00 am Montague Update

10:00 am NASA: The Mysterious Red Light
10:30 am Source to Sea River Clean-up
11:30 am Farmer’s Market Concert

6:30 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow #12
7:00 pm GED Connection #11

7-30 pm The Well Being: Listening fo Your
Body

8:30 pm Encore Body Art

Thursday, October 26

7:00 am Barton’s Cove Eagles

9:00 am NASA Destination Tomormrow #12
9:30 am GED Connection #11

10:00am The Well Being: Listening to Your
Body

11:00 pm Encore Body Art

6:00 pm Montague Update

7:00 pm Montague Selectboard 10/23
10:00 pm Discovery Center: Waterfowl
Identification

11:30 pm Classic Arts Showcase

Migraine Relief

BY JENNY CHAPIN
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Migraines are classified as vas-
cular headaches, in which the
arteries around the head first
constrict, then suddenly dilate.
When restricted blood flow is
released. the pressure of rapidly
pulsing blood swells and
inflames the arteries, causing
pain.

Common migraines are char-
acterized by throbbing, blinding,
unrelenting pain, nausea, vomit-
ing, and sensitivity to light and
sound. Classic migraines have
these symptoms, as well as flash-
ing lights, blind spots, short-term
loss of vision, and warning signs
ten minutes to an hour before the
headache strikes. Both tend to be
extremely debilitating.

Migraine triggers vary by per-
son. They include stress and anx-
iety: lack of food or sleep: bright
light or loud noise; chocolate,
aged cheese, red meat, red wine
or beer; sugar or caffeine; food
additives such as MSG, nitrites,
or mnitrates; and environmental
toxins. Oral contraceptives, ovi-
lation. and menopause can set off

migraines in women, as can just
their regular menstrual cycle.

About 75% of migraine suf-
ferers are women. They are most
common between the ages of 25
and 45 (although I spoke to one
woman who had them from age
three) when there are multiple
commitments around family, job,
and social life.

There is a “migraine person-
ality’”: Dr. Christiane Northrup
describes “pushing myself mer-
cilessly in school and in all my
activities.” Linda Sparrowe, in
The Woman's Book of Yoga and
Health, portrays the typical suf-
ferer as “a high-strung, compul-
sive worker who is hypersensi-
tive to the stimuli around her.
She is extraordinarily orga-
nized, a perfectionist who val-
ues order and can be very self-
critical. Highly emotional, she
reacts quickly to stress and has a
tendency to get angry easily,

either blowing up at the slightest
provocation or holding her emo-
tions inside for fear of explod-
ing.”

Stress is the most common
migraine trigger. Not major but
temporary stresses like moving,
getting married, or starting a
new job, but the regular day-to-
day ones of juggling career.
motherhood, and partnership in
the midst of financial pressures.

Dr. Northrup says that stress
“shorted out” her body’s elec-
tromagnetic system; it was her
body’s way of saying it needed
rest, recreation, and nurturing.
She discovered that her
migraines could be interrupted
by relaxing totally, and warming
her hands.

Make time for yourself, and
find healthy ways to deal with
stress. Lifestyle changes might
be in order. A healthy diet, regu-
lar exercise, relaxation exercis-
es, and getting enough sleep are
one place to start. A tip from Dr.
Northrup is to stay in touch with
your emotions; she believes that
migraines could be the result of

continued next page

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Renaissance
Builders

Stephen Greenwald

Pam Veith Real Estate

SINCE 1888

159 Avenue A

Turners Falls, MA 01376

www.renbuild.net

PO Box 272

413/863-8316
Fax 413/863-9712

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald
ABR, CRS,ePRO, GRI, SRES,CBR
REALTOR

QRS @A D B

75 Main Street
MNorthfield, MA 01360

Office:413-458-0207

Ofc. Fax: 413.498-0208
Home Phone:413-863-9166
Home Fax:413-863-0218
Email bedsonl@comcast.net

“My Office is Always Open to You!”

Agent/Broker

AH. Rist

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

Stephan Smith

Turners Falls, MA
01376

email: stephan@ahrist.com
web: www.ahrist.com

863-4373

0

Amherst
Road Service

54 Ambherst Rd.
Sunderland, MA

413.665.3782

+ ASE certified auto repair
* Backed by a nationwide
NAPA warantee.
* Free complete
vehicle inspection

OIL CHANGE

$15.99 + tax
with this ad

Sunoco products
distributed by A.R. Sandri

Northfield
Barber Shop

74C Main Street » Northfield
413-498-5166

Since 1895

O the Comimon
Greenfield, Massachusetts

FUNERAL HOME

www.meearthyfuneralhomes.com

Turners Falls, Massachusetts

(413) 774-4808
John C. Davis

Director
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BALANCE

continued from last page

emotions that have been
repressed, and are your body’s
way of trying to get your
attention. Pinpoint factors in
your life that cause stress and
reduce them., or figure how to
better cope with them.
Biofeedback. acupuncture, and
voga can help lessen the
severity and frequency of
migraines.

Linda Sparrowe’s book on
yoga for women confains a
sequence of poses for
migraines. The poses and
breathing exercises provide for
a release of built-up tension,

role in producing headache
pain. Yoga poses help us rest
and rejuvenate, while also
giving us strength and support.
which helps us deal with pain
and stress. Various poses help
regulate the blood flow to and
around the head, balance the
contraction and dilation of
blood vessels. release tension
in the shoulders and neck, and
open the chest, providing more
oxygen and fresh blood to the
area. Restorative poses help
quiet the mind and notch down
the nervous system. Rhythmic
breathing emphasizing the
exhalation signals the body to
return to equilibrium.

and help prevent or relieve Jenny  Chapin is an
pain. Deeper than that, they acupuncturist, bodyvworker,
also help balance the and voga  teacher in
endocrine and nervous Greenfield. Suggest a topic or
systems, two interrelated question for her column at

systems that play a significant

Hauling your used goods to
people and places in need, and
not necessarily to the landfill.
Free Estimates.

CARPENTRY LAND WANTED
NO JOB TOO SMALL - General ~ Seeking buildable land near
Carpentry and Home Repairs. Montague Center. Please call
Custom shelves a specialty. Call Douglas i Ginny
e e 617.623.23833. No agents pls.
SERVICES MOBILE HOME FOR SALE
PLOW FRAU & BOW woOw:
Sita Lang, (413) 834-7569. Must Selll Two Bedroom Mobile

Jjgchapin@crocker.com.

REPORTER GLASSIFIEDS caLl 8638666, FAX 863-3050

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free.

Home. Very nice. In Westside
Erving. Many Extras. $30,000
Firm_ Call- (413) 423-3756.

.15 for each additional word

Check enclosed for

for

weeks.

Name

Phone

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Looking for a Conversation
Stopper? Try Hemorrhoids.

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ -

Q. I suffer firom hemorrhoids
and I suspect a lot of other
people do, too, because I see a
lot of remedies in drug stores.
But this is not a topic you bring
up at parties. How many people
have hemorrhoids, amyway?

By the age of 50. about half
of the population - both men and
women - have hemorrhoids.
However, not everyone suffers
from the nasty symptoms
hemorrhoids can inflict.

Hemorrhoids are inflamed
and swollen veins around the
anus (external) or in the lower
rectum (internal). Sometimes
referred to as  “piles.”
hemorrhoids are caused by
straining when defecating,
aging, pregnancy, sitting or
standing for a long time, obesity
and heavy lifting. Hemorrhoids
can run in families.

Blood may pool in an
external hemorrhoid and form a
clot that causes pain. Internal
hemorthoids don’t usually hurt
because surrounding

membranes don’t contain pain-
sensitive nerve fibers. However,
internal hemorrhoids tend to
bleed. Sometimes, an internal
hemorrhoid will protrude out of
causing

the anal opening

ILLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON

discomfort.

Hemorrhoids usually are not
a serious problem. Hemorrhoid
symptoms, which can also
inclhude burning and itching, will
go away within a few days.
However, if you are bleeding
from the anus, you must go to a
doctor to have the condition
checked out. This can be a
symptom of cancer.

You can treat the symptoms
of hemorrhoids yourself with
over-the-counter medications
that come in ointments and
suppositories. Pads soaked with
witch hazel help. And there are
topical anti-inflammatory agents
containing hydrocortisone.
‘Warm water from a bath, bidet
or removable shower head
works, too. In addition., avoid

|

|

77« Clear Cho D
QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Eslimales

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

Mass. Contractor Req.#107 141
Mass. License #059565

dry toilet paper. Instead, use
moist towelettes.

A doctor can remove or
shrink hemorrhoids. These
techniques include: rubber-
banding that cuts off circulation
and makes the hemorrhoid
atrophy, an injection of a
chemical that shrinks the
hemorrhoid, burning hemor-
rthoidal tissue with an infrared
device, and hemorrhoidectomy -
surgical removal.

Avoiding constipation is
critical to preventing
hemorrhoids. Doctors recom-

mend increasing fiber and fluids
in your diet to develop softer
stools that don’t lead to
straining. So, it’s important to
eat whole grains, vegetables and
fruit. Taking a fiber supplement
each day helps., too. Drink
liquids. Exercise.

A few other pointers:

* If you have to sit or stand
for a long time, take breaks
often.

* Don’t sit on doughnut
cushions because they can
increase the pressure on the
veins in the anus.

* Don’t hold your breath
when trying to defecate; this
creates greater pressure in the
veins in the lower rectum.

* Go to the bathroom as soon
as you feel the need. Waiting can
make your stool dry and harder
to void.

* Avoid laxatives that can
lead to diarrhea.

* Keep the anal area clean.

* Apply ice packs or cold
compresses on the anus to
relieve swelling.

» Over-the-counter
relievers
acetaminophen,
ibuprofen can
discomfort.

pain-
such as
aspirin  or
relieve

If'vou have a question, please
write fo fredcicefti@gmail.com

Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls
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Serving the Area for over 25 years
We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for

+ Dead Bolts

« Household Lock Sets

= We Master Key & Re-Key

= Safe Combinations Changed

Brian R. San Soucie

Locksmith - CRL

Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falis, MA 01376

Beaper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

Certified + Bonded= Insurici

Demolition

Seal Coating
Treework
Construction Services
Septic Systems
Paving

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating

& Paving, Inc.
Bryaini Barlow; CEO

Snow Plowing, Sanding

P.O. Box 386

Turners Falls, MA 01376
413-772-2155
Emergency Mai box
413-775-3376

DOLAN & DOLAN

Office Hours By Appointment

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS
01376
413-863-3133

PERSONHL IR, LS 6 E5tTES, WORRER'S COMP

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D.

Turners Falls, MA 01376

| 4 Dell 5t.
Telephone: (413) 863-9656

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

REGAL

Buving ¢ BuiLDING * SELLING

A complete line of modular homes from p]mmi.ng and
permits to the finished project, they handle the entire job.

Kyle Scott and Donald Y. Bowman

863-9555 * 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls
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Upcoming at the Discovery Center
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
o Open Tuesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
g _ -.._ U SUNDAYS THRU OCTOBER Dinosaurs at the Great Falls

THRU OCTOBER NEL-
CWIT Film Festival. Three
nights of film and conversation.
Refreshments and childcare
provided. Everyone welcome!
Thursday, October 19th, 6
pm.: Hidden Victims looks at
the impact of domestic vio-
lence on children. Tuesday,
October 24th, 6 pm.: Tough
Guise explores the role of mas-
culinity in society and the cul-
ture of violence. Thursday,
October 26th, 6 p. m.: Broken
Vows presents religious pre-
sepectives on domestic vio-
lence. All films will be shown
at NELCWIT, 479 Main Street,
Greenfield. Please park m the
back of the building and use
back entrance. Questions? call
Piyali at 772-0871 x120. or
communityed@nelcwit.org.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20TH

Greenfield Community College
Chorus performance; 12:15 to
12:45 pm. in the Music Room
(Room S-358) at the main building
of GCC. The chorus will perform
works under the direction of
Margery Heins, with  Amy
Crawford, accompanist at GCC’s
Steinway grand piano. Free and
open to the pubic. The Oct. 20th
concert is a preview of a longer
performance by the GCC Chorus
at the First Church in Historic
Deerfield at 7:30 pm. on Friday,
November 17th. For more info:
413-775-1171. Details on handicap
access for the Oct. 20th perform-
ance call GCC: 413-775-1000.

Rt. 63 Road House. Millers Falls.
Factory Defect, rock & roll covers,
come to dance! 9:30 p m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21ST
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls,
The Amitv Front, original rock
americana! 9:30 p.m

Pat Humphries and Sandy O., per-
form at 7:30 p.m. at the Echo Lake
Coffee House, Town Hall,
Leverett. Tickets are $12/510 sen-
iors. Opening by singer-songwrit-
ers, Bess Hepner and Masie
Sylvan.

The Republic of Poetry Reading &
Book Release Party with
acclaimed poet and social activist
Martin Espada, who will read from
his just-released 8th collection of
poems entitled The Republic of
Poetry. Espada celebrates the tran-
scendent power of poetry itself. 2

p m. - 4:30 p.m. at The Book Mill,
Montague.

Silver Star Holiday Craft Fair
Sponsored by Tumers Falls
Chapter No. 181, O.E.S. Featuring
craft vendors (hand-carvings,
snowmen, quilts, birdhouses.
handmade scarves, oil paintings.
jewelry, handmade soap. stained-
glass, etc.), baked goods table,
teacup auction, refreshments and
luncheon available. At the Masonic
Lodge. 20 Masonic Ave (across
from Famren Care Center),
Montague City. 9 am. to 2 p.m.

Tornado Tour Hike at Wendell
State Forest See the devastation of
an F2 tornado that hit Wendell this
past summer. Learn about tornados
from an amateur SKYWARN
weather spotter. Meet at the
Wendell State Forest headquarters.
10 a m. Register at (978) 249-2162

Coffee & Soul Concert: Featuring
Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez
Special guests the Kate Clark Trio.
At All Souls Unitarian Universalist
Church, Greenfield. 7:30 pm.
773-5018

Family Folk & Fun Day for all
ages. Join local caller Cindy Green
and friends for intemational folk
dances, cooperative games, story-
telling., and multicultural activities,
3-10 p.m. to celebrate the Eastern
Cooperative Recreation School’s
new CD, “All Day Singing” with
NYC folksinger Pete Haas;
Pioneer Valley Cohousing, 120
Pulpit Hill Road, Ambherst. Potluck
supper 5:30, bring a dish to share.

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Evening program 7:15;
Suggested donation: Adults,
$9. Children 15 and under
$5. family maximum $25
all day. Wheelchair accessi-
ble restrooms. RSVP: 665-
3672 or Cindy@U-
Access net; please call to
confirm. Se habla
espafiol. www.ecrs.org.

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 20TH- 22ND
Arena Civic Theater pres-
ents Finian’s Rainbow.
Performances at the Shea
Theater, Turners Falls.
Friday and Saturday at 8:00
p-m., Sunday at 2 pm. Call
863-2281x 3

Stephanie Marshall at The Great Falls Coffechouse.
Wednesday, October 25th at 7 p.m.

MONDAY, OCTOBER

23RD Informational

Meeting on the National
Animal Identification System and
its Effects on Small Farmers. If you
raise animals, you could be
required to use a device like this.
NAIS (National Animal 1D
System) is a federal animal track-
ing system set to require all live-
stock amimal owners to identify
their animals. If you own a single
horse, chicken, goat, cow or alpaca
or if you care about local agricul-
ture — you need to know about
NAIS. Guest speaker: Jack
Kittredge of Many Hands Organic
Farm. Sponsored by: Northeast
Organic Farming Association,
Massachusetts  Chapter  and
Greenfield Farmers Cooperative
Exchange. Held at Town Hall, 194
Chestnut Plam Rd., Whately, 7
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25TH
The Friends of the Great Falls
Discovery Center welcome
singer/songwriter Stephanie
Marshall who will perform her
special blend of folk, rock and
country in the beautiful historic
Great Hall of the Great Falls
Discovery Center, Tumers Falls.

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6 p.m.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3-6 pm.
THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6 pm.
& Movie Night, 6 -8 pm.

Firee (exccept some trips), open to local
teens. Some require permission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.

Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House

towards the family group. Progams
at 12:30 p m.: Nature Craft, 2 p.m.:
Meet an Animal,. 3:30 p.m.: Nature
Activity

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20

What lives beneath the soil? Come
and investigate the life beneath our
Earth’s surface. Learn how to use a
microscope & identify different
microorganisms. Geared towards
ages 3 - 5. Will include a story at
the end of the program. 10:30 -
11:30 a m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21TH

Tales of the Connecticut Valley’s

Discovery Center with Brendan|
Hanrahan. Co-sponsored by
Northfield Mountain Recreation Area
and the Silvio Conte US Fish and
Wildlife Refuge. This slide/lecture
will include seldom-seen images that
tell of two centuries of fossil discov-
eries in western Massachusetts and
central Connecticut.. 2 to 4 p m. Pre-
registration required: Call 800-859-
2960

UNTIL NOVEMBER 4TH
Pioneer Valley Institute: Great
River Art Show in the Great Hall

Great Falls Discovery Center
2 Avenue A, Turners Falls (413) 863.3221

www.greatfallsma.org

Doors open at 6:30 p m — coffee &
homemade baked goods. Sliding
scale donation $5 - $10.
Accessible: for info. call: 413-863-
3221.

Documentary Film Series on
“Active Nonviolence™ at the Arms
Library., Shelburme Falls. on
Wednesdays in October and
November. Oct. 25th: In the
Company of Fear. Follows mem-

bers of Peace  Brigades
International in their work of pro-
viding unarmed  “protective

accompaniment” to peasant lead-
ers and human-rights activists in
war-ravaged Columbia. Explores
the international community’s role
in generating and deterring terror.
7 p.m. Frree, discussion to follow.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26TH
Gill-Montague-Erving TRIAD,
Turkey Dinner at St Kaz Hall. The
Natural Resource Officers will
then give a presentation on:

Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m.

FRIDAY 10/20
9-11 p.m.

Bear Mountam BU}"S
ug Band no cover

SATURDAY 10/21
9-11 p.m.
Blame It On Tina

Rock

978-544-BREW

57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

no cover

“Wild Animals: a Common Sense
Approach™ tickets $5.00 pp,
available at Montague-Gill-
Erving PD’s and the Senior
Center, 5th Street, Turners Falls;
S5pm.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29TH
Family Dance at the Montague
Center Grange. Live music and a
caller. All dances are taught and
for the whole family. $7-12 per
family. sliding scale, includes a
light snack. 4 to 5:30 p m.

ONGOING
Hallmark Museum of
Contemporary Photoghraphy.

Turners Falls. Photographer/digital
print artist John Paul Caponigro
displays his work through
December 17th. More info.
www.johnpaulcaponigro.com

GREENFIFLD
CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www_gardencinemas. net
Showtimes for Fri, Oct. 20th - Thu, Oct. 26th

Contact Famous Bill’s for Dinner & Movie Deal

L. THEDEPARTED R

DALY 630 9:30

MATINEE FRL SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30
2. THE PRESTIGE PGl13

DAILY 630 930 DTS sound
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30
3. THE GUARDIAN PG13 DTS sound
DALY 630 930

MATINEE FRL SAT SUN 12:30 3:30
4. THEMARINE DPG13

DALY 645 9:15

MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 315
5. OPEN SEASON PG

DALY 645 0:15

MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 315
6.GRUDGE2 PGI13 DTS sound
DALY 700 9:10

MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN, 12:00 3:00
7.FLICKA PG 13 DTS sound
DALY 700 9:10
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN, 12:00 3:00
7. ROCKY HORROR PICTURE
FRIOCT 20 & SAT OCT 21 at MIDNIGHT

= OPEN Wed. - Sun. 10 an-1ATE
=, www.theladykilligrew.com == .
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Mary Lou Emond

Negus & Taylor, Inc.

PLOW FRAW

CRS, GRI, CBR Monuments  zseanagine, sowwow
.@tmnﬁﬁ‘m ‘iﬁ_.‘_ SITALANG
COHN & People cften come fo see us ‘k"’cﬁ} (415} 834-7569
because their parents B ; f‘-’% m gD Lk " a ,
COMPANY onc e ovorcierenss i~ 3 Whore your purdhase G5 H-OUTS AND HAULING & Snow piowing
Real Estate Agency We're proud to have of w menmorial is trisly i ‘
i il Shracie PO BuESE that kind of loyalty, help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your
Gree?‘llfri.el dreﬁ A 013 0233)(638 and we werk hard fo kesp if. - attic, basement, garage, bamn, yard, or entire estate. Removal
— = : ’ - Gory and Nancy Melen of just about anything! EREE estimates.
413-773-1149 x142 » HomE: 413-863-4568 ‘ i A e s G B saa
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM *The perfect remembrance’ g
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Landry. He comes to us from Atkinson,
NH. This sculptor of stainless steel and
graphite offers an astonishing reper-
toire of forms crafted through long
hours of filing away the uncast metal.
Some of the pieces are so shiny,
one could use them as a mirror!
Landry and family have laid siege to
Turners Falls Road since last year.
Now, driving the main road to
Turners Falls leads by his studio,
where you will discover his sculpted
work extending to garden sculptures.
Practically right across the street
from him lives Laura Garrison, a
painter whose palette holds vibrant
colors. Garrison’s landscapes are
reminiscent of the lush hues favored
by Henri Matisse. A native of
Warwick, Rhode Island. she has cho-
sen  this part of Western

Massachusetts for the past 15 years to
practice her art.

If you ever observe the way old
cars’ surfaces play with moving light,
you will fall under their spell, just

Painted mugs from the studio of Jaye Pope,

Guood Dirt Pottery.

like  photographer
Gloria Kegeles has
done in her “Chrome
Series.” Originally
from Indiana,
Kegeles now lives in
Wendell, where she
helps to deliver our
newspaper at a cut-
rate discount for sub-
scribers there. Self-
taught Kegeles’ pho-
tographic images
offer the onlooker
pools of fantastic
worlds omne would
never suspect existed
on the hood of their
old family car.

Another iiitcl(@ll PHOTO: FLORE
artist, Mary Melonis
displays several

aspects of her cre-

ative impulses. An

illusionist in fabric, she can at the
same fime sew beautiful handbags,
turn to the making of unusual dolls,
and produce beaded necklaces at the
speed of lightning!

Claudine  Mussoto
takes us down intricate
topographic road pat-
terns in her drawings, on
anthropormophic path-
ways leading to the soul.
On these extraordinary
journeys, all that is
needed are pencils, light
coloring, brushes of
lines. Enhanced with
glue, the lightened
clouds of tissue paper,
bring the links of dream
fantasy...

For the weight of
holding clay in our
hands, we turn to potter
Jaye Pope, of Good Dirt

Mary Melonis with one of ber wildly

colorful quilts.

Pottery. Her creations are for every
day use: from mugs to plates, these
utilitarian vessels bring art to our
lips. The making of beautiful objects
has no boundary for her: from
stoneware to porcelain, they all
make their statements.

A former member of the potter’s
guild, Mark Lattanzi has since
switched to designing jewelry. I
would call them, after admiring his
pieces, ‘wearable sculptures.” He uses
an unusual material called precious
metal clay. The composite ingredients
are really simple: powdered pure sil-
ver, starch and water. Fired in a digi-
tal kiln, his intricate pieces harden in
the process to pure silver. Lattanzi is
now at work on his ‘Tidepool Series’
while trying to observe all the possi-
bilities the delicate natural element
offers - a sort of micro-world fused in
forms fanciful and flowing, accord-
ing to his interpretations.

Louise Minks has held fort at the
Montague Mill for the past decade.
She is at ease with all forms of paint-
ing, collages, portraits. Her studio
room is filled with all sorts of
intriguing paraphernalia: a sort of
cavern of Ali Baba for all types of
art collectors.

Lastly, Karen Chapman, who runs
the Mill Music used CD store, has
now turned her interest to painting.
Formerly a very gifted weaver,
Chapman now mixes colors and tex-
ture for those among us lucky
enough to own one of her astounding
scarves.

Make sure the next time artists
throw open the doors to their stu-
dios, you follow the not-so-beaten
path to these talented creators. You
might find your gifted neighbor hid-

ing just around the street cor-l
ner.
D

i Oy S EY N B SUNROOMS OF NEW ENGLAND

1l @ B Deani BRAD B IL

a_ﬂl'f“ | Cleaning -
| Plumbing
SINCE 1986 < Repairs LOC&H}-’ Installed in
HEATING COOLING-PLUMBING Manufactured : a Day
],'n n ] . T
Full Service Market {WT‘ Em@“ ‘”’"’ F’% :Ig:sm b s N Enjoyed for a
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market NIGIANS 1 Lifetime.
70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 | |34 Northfield Rd., Bernardston  1-800-327-9992 =

Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 | #M10588 (MA) Joe Derosier » 508-868:8859 « www.sunroomsnewengland.com

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
USABLE METALS

LAMP REPAIRS
LAMP PARTS

Just Things

We Buy Anything From a Pin

INTERSTATE AUTO

Bill Cowan Jr., Shop Manager
_ COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

+ All Makes & Models
* Neighborhood Shop

Retail Fabric Store
" Cotton » Silks + Polyesters * Vinyls « Uphalstery Marerial
* Quilting Supplies * Parterns * Calicos * Notions

CASH & CHECKS ONLY

7 on.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri, il 8:20 * Closed Mon. - June, july, August . Neigh borhOOd Prices
TO A?’? Elepham‘ Power Square (413) 773-7516
Greenficld 863'0003
ARTHUR COHEN 9 MT. HERMON RD.

413-498-5043 147 Second Street » Turners Falls

@@Se//@ & Leitner

Auto Sales
AUDI « VW » VOLVO » BMW

Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles

NORTHFIELD, MA 01360

Pre-Loved Subaru's

in New England"
+ 1995's up to 2006's
* On-Site Financing Available

www._flintsgaragesales.com
990 South Main Street » Athol, MA

Locally Owned for 27 Years

S55AM L reemo

TAKE OUT & EAT IN
FREE DELIVERY!
(Min. $15.00)

863-8988 * 51 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS

-IALautosales.comy 978-249-9038






