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CALL FOR ART FOR NEW
TowN OFFICE BUILDING

DEDICATION CEREMONY THIS SATURDAY

BY DAVID DETMOLD
WENDELL = The
Wendell town office

building will hold its offi-
cial dedication ceremony
this Saturday, October
20th, at 12:30 pm.
Visitors and town resi-
dents will be able to
admire the new office
building’s skylit rooms,
handsome new offices,
spacious meeting hall,
and landscaped exterior.
But they will also notice
two long corridors of tall,
nearly blank walls, beg-
ging for works of art to
relieve the eye and ele-

vate the soul.

Enter the interior
design cominittee.
“We’re not picking

upholstery fabric for
couches.” said Susan von
Ranson, who along with
Carolyn Manley, Mary
Gilman, Jean Forward
and Pam Richardson will
be soliciting works from
area artists to hang in the
halls of the new town
building this fall. The
selectboard has given the
committee $1500 from
excess construction funds
to work with to begin to
establish a permanent
collection for the build-

ing. Von Ranson said she
hopes that amount will
allow the committee to
purchase between four
and five works to hang on
the walls along the north-
south corridor.

The town office build-
ing is L-shaped. The east-
west corridor affords
another wide space for art
on the walls. The com-
mittee plans to approach
the use of this area as a
gallery space for rotating
shows, with work hang-
ing for three months or
so, during the second
phase of their interior
design work.

For now, they are
soliciting artwork from
Wendell artists - and
artists from neighboring
towns - to be dropped off
at the town office build-
ing on Morse Village
Road on November 17th
from 9 am. to 11 am
The committee will act as
jury for the submitted
works, and select as
many as they feel they
can afford for the perma-
nent  collection on
Sunday, November 18th.
For more information
about submitting work,

see ART pg 11

Town Meeting Approves Police
Station, Strathmore Spending

BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE -

and change the

sequential measures,
special town

Town
meeting approved spend-
ing $5.6 million on a new
police station on Thursday,
October 11th - subject to
the approval of a townwide
debt exclusion vote to be
held Tuesday, November
6th. Town meeting also
passed a warrant to spend
approximately $300,000 to
fix the roofs on two fire-
damaged buildings at the
Strathmore Mill, repair the
fire alarm system there,
mill’s
sprinkler system to a dry
system, to avoid the neces-
sity of heating the 244 482-
square-foot complex this
winter. Spending for this
article, which will come
from the town’s stabiliza-
tion fund, is contingent on
Montague actually taking
the Strathmore for back
taxes at a land court hearing
in Boston on October 25th.

In addition to these con-
the
meeting
opened with a protracted
debate about the import of the town
of Montague continuing to pay
operating expenses from town
reserves. The debate, conducted

BYKATHYLITCHFIELD
ERVING - Since he
opened the Smokin’

Hippo 18 months ago,
customers have asked
owner Gary Weiss why
they couldn’t get break-
fast at his Route 2 way-
side establishment.

Now, Weiss finds him-
self preparing not just
traditional egg sandwich-
es, French toast and waf-
fles for early morning
fare. but home-smoked
prime 1ib grilled with egg
and cheese on an English
muffin  and  home-
smoked salmon with
scrambled eggs and
onions.

“These are two of our
specialties for breakfast

Try the Hippo for Breakfa.st

that 1
hope
people
will
enjoy.”
said
Weiss,
w h o
happens
to be the
presi-
dent of
t h e
Pioneer
Valley
Culinary Associates. a
chapter of the American
Culinary Federation.
Weiss served as food ser-
vice director for 13 years
at Greenfield Community
College.

The Smokin’ Hippo, at

Gary Weiss, auweraf The Smokin’ Hgbpa

20 French King Highway
is open for breakfast
from 6 to 9 a.m., Tuesday
through Friday. and 7 to
11:30 a.m. Saturday and

Sunday. Traditional
breakfast menu items
see HIPPO pg 10

Montagne Police Chief Ray Zukowski dances a jig after fown
mreeting voled overwbelmingly fo approve spending 5.6 million
on a new police station, on October 11th. The project now
moves fo a fownwide debt exclusion vote November 61h.
(Moderator Ray Godin, background.)

largely between Mike Naughton -
the former chair of the Montague
finance committee -
Hanold. the committee’s present

and John

chair, revealed doubt
about the town’s short-
term financial stability.
The back and forth
began as discussion got
underway on the first
article of the evening, a
motion to take $297.586
from the town’s free
cash account to finish
paying Montague’s
share of this year’s Gill-
Montague school bud-
get.

Jeff Singleton, who
served as finance com-
mittee chair in between
Naughton’s and
Hanold’s tenure. intro-
duced the measure.

“We approved this
amount at the district
meeting in July, by a
close vote,” Singleton
said. “We have no
choice but to fund it one
way or another. We were
initially going to fund it
half by a Proposition 2%»
override, and half from
reserves, and members
of the finance committee
felt strongly that that is

the fiscally responsible thing to do.
But failure of the Prop 2% override
- and it might have failed - would

see MEETING pg 12

Montague,

GILL - On October 15th,
Montague police chief
Ray Zukowski wrote a
formal letter commending
four officers for their
“quick response and sub-
sequent actions” to a
reported subject wishing
to commit suicide by
jumping off the Gill-
Montague Bridge on
October 7th.

“I wish to commend
each of you™ - patrolmen
Michael Sevene and Ryan
Doherty, and Sergeants
Richard Suchanek and
Christopher Redmond
(Gill PD) - “for your per-
formance that saved a life
...” Zukowski wrote.

“Officers Sevene and
Doherty upon responding

Gill Police Save a Life

to the bridge observed a
male subject on the side-
walk. This  subject
stepped off the walk and
fell in the roadway. The
officers exited their cruis-
ers. As the subject got up,
he climbed on a Jersey
barrier and proceeded to
jump over the bridge rail-
ing. The officers reached
through the railings and
caught the subject’s
wrists as he started to fall.
The subject would not
assist in climbing back
over the railing as the
officers held him. The
desperate officers
requested help, as they
held onto the subject.
Sergeant Suchanek and
Gill police department

Sergeant Redmond
responded. Officers
Sevene and Doherty man-
aged to get a handcuff on
the subject’s right wrist,
then attached it to the
bridge railing. Sergeant
Suchanek arrived and
placed a second handcuff
on the subject’s left wrist.

The four officers were
then able to successfully
pull the subject back over
the rail to safety and
arrange for treatment of
his injuries from when he
fell in the road and to
obtain the proper mental
health counseling he
needed.

This incident placed
you all in a situation

see LETTER pg 8
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PET OF THE WEEK
Sports Fan

Kiki

I am a four-year-old female
black and white lab mix in need
of a good home. I am a friendly
girl with a lot of exuberance and
energy. I would love a home with
lots of exercise and some ongo-
ing training. I bet I would love
Frisbee, ball, or other sports! For
more information on adopting
me please contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society
at 413-548-9898 or via email at
leverett@dpvhs.org.

GILL
Correspondent

Needed
Call the Montague Reporter at
863-8666

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Children’s Halloween Party

BY LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS- There will
be a Children’s Halloween
Party at the Carnegie Library in
Turners Falls on Saturday,
October 20th from 10:30 a.m. -
noon. Children of all ages and

their families are invited to
attend the free party. There will
be refreshments, games, face
painting, and arts and crafts.
Costumes are encouraged, but
not required. For more informa-
tion, call 863-3214.

WENDELL FREE LIBRARY NEWS

Art Lessons for Adults, Teens

An artist’s toolbox of
approaches and techniques,
with instructor Sally Alley. will
be offered free on the next three
Mondays at the Wendell Free
Library: October 22nd, October
29th, and November Sth. from
7:00 - 8:30 pm.

Drawing is an experience
combining freedom and focus.
Whether drawing realistically or
abstractly, many processes are
at work. These workshops will
explore a variety of exercises,
each developing different
aspects and skills of the artistic
process. Sponsored in part by
the Wendell cultural council.

Halloween Wings: Fairies,
Dragons and Butterflies

A free workshop on creating
wearable cardboard art for kids
(ages 2-8) and parents, will be
held on Saturday. October 20th,
at the Wendell Free Library,
from 10 am. - 11 am., with
instructor David Coy. Please
bring adult scissors.

Making Scarecrows

A free workshop for kids and
parents will be held on
Saturday, October 27th at the
Wendell Free Library from 10 -
11 am. Please bring scarecrow
clothes and hats.

FAGES & PLAGES

will \

Juggle
for Food

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

bought him his lunch.

bars.

GILL - Malik Odeh, of Gill, who just turned 14, is an accom-
plished self-taught juggler. He can keep as many as 5 balls
circulating in the air. Swords are another story. He performs
that act with three, as seen here at the Gill Arts & Crafts
Festival on Saturday. And so far, he still has all his fingers.
Marvelous Malik is available for parties. He has not yet
worked out a fee schedule, but at the weekend festival, where
Odeh received lots of admiration for his skills, the organizers

Malik has also mastered riding a unicycle. It won’t be long
before he’ll be juggling while riding the unicycle. Since there
are no handle bars, he has to do something with his hands. He
may not use swords on his first attempt at combining skills, in
case he later needs his hands for riding a bike with handle-

b
{0TO BY JOEY R. PARZYCH
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www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

NAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying and sefling used books

22 BRIDEE STREET, Z2ND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FALLS, MA

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:

$20 for 6 months

Victorian Christmas Trip for G-M Seniors

A Victorian Christmas at the
Williams Inn in Williamstown,
MA on Thursday December 6th.
$69.00 per person. The package
includes: Roundtrip motor

Greenfield Community
College Presents

Ghost Hunter &
Paranormal

Research
Archaeologist,
Jeff Davis
Monday, October
29th, 2007
Noon - Sloan Theater

Free and open to the public.

%

coach, Boar’s Head Procession ,
a lovely Gourmet Buffet,
Holiday Entertainment, Yule
Log Celebration, Hot Wassail,
Williams Inn Gift Shop, Meals

8  The Silver Star Craft j
§ Fair, Oct. 20th from 9 a.m. §
3 to 2 pm. on 20 Masonic
2 Ave. in Turners Falls will g
3 be featuring an Apple Pie §
2 Contest at 10:30 a m.
3 PIES should be in the §
% hall between 10 and 10:15 §
2 a.m. <
S We will have three
2 judges to judge the pies for §
4 first and second prizes E
2 which are donated by E
g Dunkin’ Donuts, as the E
% sponsors. 2

tips and taxes, driver tip. The
Groaning Board Menu includes,
Cold Fish Mirror, Cheeses,
Fruits, Salad Bar, Hot Soup,
Salmon, Scrod, Veal, Pasta,
Lamb, Vegetables, Potato, Fine
Breads., Fresh-sliced Roast

Psychic Fair
The National Spiritual Alliance
will sponsor a Psychic Fair
Saturday (September 29) from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Thompson
Temple across from the Post
Office in Lake Pleasant.
Divination methods include
astrology, I-Ching, hand read-
ing, vibration connection, and
tarot cards. Consultation is
with a medium of choice. Reiki
healing services will also be
available. For more informa-
tion, contact the TNSA internet
website : http://mww.thenation-
alspiritualallianceinc.org

Beef, Turkey, Ham and an array
of tempting desserts!

To reserve a space please call
Bunny Caldwell at 413-863-
9357 between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
weekdays or leave a message on
the anwering machine.

GFMS Students
of the Week

Grade 6:
Meaghan Horan
Grade 7:
Meredith Brown
Timothy Meyer
Grade 8:
Christopher Gordon

SENIOR GENTEH AGTI\II'I'IES Ill:t 22nd - 26th

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street,
Turners Falls, is open Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m..
to 2:00 p.m. for activities and
congregate meals. Council-on-
Aging Director is Bunny
Caldwell. For information or
to make reservations, call 863-
9357. Meal reservations need
to be made a day in advance
by 11 a.m. Messages can be
left on our machine when the
center is not open. Mealsite
Manager is Chris Richer. The
Center offers a hot noon meal
weekdays to any senior. A
reservation is necessary and
transportation can be provid-
ed.

Monday, 22nd

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics
Tuesday, 23rd

9:30 am. T’ai Chi

Wednesday, 24th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursday, 25th

1:00 p.m. Pitch
Friday, 26th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11 am. Easy Aerobics

A suggested donation of $1.00
per exercise is appreciated.

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, Ist Floor), is
open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for activities and congregate
meals. For information and
reservations call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center director at 413
423-3308. Lunch daily at
11:30 a.m. with reservations a
day in advance by 11:00 a.m.
Transportation can be provid-
ed for meals, Thursday shop-

ping. or medical necessity by
calling Dana Moore at 978
544-3898.

Monday, 22nd

9:30 am. Exercise
9:45 am. Library

12 Noon Pitch
Tuesday, 23rd

9 a.m. Aerobics

12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 24th

9:00 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 25th

9 a.m. Aerobics

10:15 a.m. Pool

12:30 p.m. Shopping

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
‘Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for
info. schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

We’ve Got You Covered!
In-Stock
WALLPAPER
BORDERS, TOO!
$1.99/ single roll
Since 1910

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls = 863-4346

[ Thomas&Eﬁa‘aT
;[ w_[
MIPRETIRG

BRrEAKFAST, Luncii & DINNER

Weekend Dinner Specials:
Friday: Fresh Clams, Fresh
Scallops, Seafood Specials
Saturday: Yankee Pot Roast
and Hawaiian Ham
Closed Sundays

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A

thd-36d6
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BY MATTHEW
ROBINSON i
TURNERS FALLS - |-~
“We want to be part of lm:
the downtown Turners [
resurgence,” explained |88
Chris Peltier, family |

support director of the
United ARC of Franklin 8
and Hampshire
Counties, a regional |
advocacy group for
people with develop-
mental disabilities. “We
took a junky backyard
and made it look like
this.” He apointed to the
backyard of the ARC’s
Fifth Street Project in
Turners, now mulched
and landscaped with flower gar-
dens, and sporting a new play
area, while a spontaneous debate
about the Patriots-Dallas game
heated up around him. A small
group of neighbors sat on lawn
chairs trying to keep dry, sipping
cider and eating snacks. A tod-
dler looked longingly at the
‘backyard slide, but it was still

Susan Jones receives a Certificate of Achievement award

Jrom Ed Porter at the groundbreaking ceremony for the
United Arck backyard garden and play area on Fifth Street
in Turners Falls

tied with a big red ribbon, and
dripping wet.

It was Wednesday, October
10th, and the United ARC’s
executive director, Ed Porter,
decided to begin the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony for the backyard
play area renovation at the com-
munity living apartments even
though it was still raining. He

United ARC Celebrates Groundbreaking

| and positive parent-
¥ ing coordinator
Susan Jones present-
ed certificates and
awards to the people
who helped renovate
| the backvyard. Both
1 Porter and Jones rem-
inisced with the
8 crowd. Porter spoke
s about the first time
i Jones told him about
her idea to tumn the
dilapidated yard and
= apartment block into
a community living
center for ARC
clients, more than a
year ago. Four of the
seven units, formerly
owned by the Franklin County
Community Development
Corporation, are now home to
ARC clients, living independent-
ly and receiving as needed coun-
seling. cooking and cleaning
help from ARC staff. When the
project is complete, six apart-
ments will house ARC clients,
and one will house a host family.

Wendell Meetinghouse Work Day

Melissa Godfrey of Montague Road

raking topsoil on the Meetinghouse lawn

BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
On Saturday, October 13th,
Friends of the Wendell
Meetinghouse gathered for a
meetinghouse work  day.
Molly Kaynor of Old Stage
Road came with a list of chores
and volunteers worked to

spruce up the exterior. Gerry
Eide of Old Stage Road
replaced damaged clapboards

~ in the front of the building and

repaired framing around the
door. Other  volunteers
removed rocks from the lawn

_ that had made mowing more

difficult, filled in the holes
with topsoil, and spread top-
soil and grass seed in bare

DOBOSZ PHOTO

spots. They also picked up
trash from the Meetinghouse
grounds and the gazebo on the
nearby common. The message
kiosk was repaired and paint-
ed. Kaynor provided lunch for
the volunteers (clam chowder,
lentil soup. sandwiches, apple
cider, and apple crisp fresh
from the oven).

Approximately 150 people
attended the Montague Parks
~ and Recreation’s Annual Fall
Fun Day, with pumpkin carv-
ing and scarecrow making at
| Unity Park on Saturday,
* October 13th. Steve Melnick
of Deerfield donated the
pumpkins, and Andy Carson
| of Millers Falls donated the
hay. At left, Bianca Martin of
Millers Falls, carves a giant
jack-o-latern.

The ceremony concluded
with Joe and Marie Bete, of the
Bete Family Trust, officially cut-
ting the big red ribbon over the
slide. They provided funding for
the transformation of the back-
yard into a landscaped garden
and play area. The slide was
dried off and little Willie and
Nick took turns siding down it.
After the ceremony. the football
conversation continued.

Trot Along

Saturday,
October 27th

5K "Trot Along" fun run and
walk as part of a 25K

Matching Gift campaign for

Opening Gaits Therapeutic

Riding Center in Gill.
Registration begins at 9:00

a.m., walkers start time is 9:45,
runners at 10. T-shirts for the
first 75 registrants. A fall har-
vest party to follow from 11:30
a.m. - 2:30 p.m., sponsored by
Bub's BBQ & Pepsi with pump-
kin painting, face painting, a
bounce house, a hay maze
and kids games. Visit
www.OpeningGaitsTRC.org for
more info. We look forward to
seeing you there.

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
¢ Other Major Brands

* Expert Burner
Service

CORREGTION

Last week, the front page
headline on the Wendell
Community Garden story
gave an incorrect dimension
for the garden plot. It is a two
acre plot, not a 3.4 acre plot.

Upinngil

Jood vou need from the land you love

Pie Pumpkins * Jack-o-lanterns »
Decorative Gourds * Indian Comn
Late Season Vegetables - Eggplant,
Peppers, Cauliflower, Leeks & more!

Farm Stand and Store
7 days aweek B8 a.m. - dusk

411 Main Road, Gill
413-863-2297

Great Falls
Fourmery

Mawvket
Wednesdays

3 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine *
May to October - Avenue
A & 2nd St.
APPLES - Fresh Farm
Produce Baked Goods
* Perennials
New Vendors Needed!
Call (413) 863-9026

Ad sponsored by Green Fields Market

*’Shade Tree Mai tenme '
#Treé Removall

eInsurance Callision Repairs
o\We Accept All
Insurance Companies
eAuto Glass Replacements
«Shop Rental Car
sFrame & Unibody
Straightening
LOCAL PICK-UP
& DELIVERY

LIEBENOW AuTo Boby

Quality Work on All Makes & Models
Towing & Rental Cars 5;_@nged

Mass Repair Shop #1539

T74-4420
163 WELLS STREET
GREENFIELD

Mormon Holl
Dlemand Farm e

' It’s time to order your

Fresh Thanksgiving
Turkey
and don’t forget to
visit our store

Farmstand Hours: 7am-6pm
7 Days a Week
Call: 978-544-3806

Complete

Masdnrv Sup;:ilv

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION SupPpPLY Co.

Tired of that ugly patch of
yard the grass just won’t
grow on? Beautify your
property with a patio or
walkway of pavers by Ideal.

Siup by and see our complete

298 Avenue A‘ Turners Falls, MA

Ila ‘ia .322 wzl]b]ockand

hine of cencrete or brick

mixamfm

*The perfect remembrance’

Negus & Taylor, Inc.

» Safe Combinations Changed

Brian R. San Soucie

Fax 863-8022

Patrick Smith

um TR @3:“—'* HIC #134741
Monuments g/ Locksmith - CRL .md
P, e off f z.f;:v"-ﬁ ﬁt{‘;"‘- Serving the Area for over 25 years Certified « Bonded= Insured
20ple ofTen come 1o see Us
becguse their parents ? We eugrave o We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for % EASTERN
undlfheir grandparents did. memane %3 Businesses and Homes {:} WEAT H ERIZ ATION
Were prou R ﬂ) A ! . 2% Wiimiagus suser Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
that kind of loyalty, , al last forever « Dead Bolt Turners Falls, MA 01376
and we work hard fo keep it. - f & Hiiseh%lz Lock Sets Beeper 290-1162 Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed
fCory ndicnciees 3.9 + We Master Key & Re-Key 863-24T1| | i Free 413-367-2228

866-262-2361

Montague, MA 01351

FAX 413-367-2212
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BY EMILY MONOSSON regulations, said Caffall, there

MONTAGUE CENTER -
This week, Nestle Water North
America announced it was sus-
pending its plan to explore the
aquifer below the Montague
Plains as the source for a
potential water bottling plant
in our community. So it seems
Montague residents won’t be
paying $2 a bottle to purchase
our own pure Montague Plains
water, at least not from Nestle,
at least not in the near future.
But that’s no reason to let
down our guard. That was the

message from  Tuesday
evening’s meeting at the
Montague Grange of the

Montague Alliance to Protect
our Water. Following a
detailed ‘tour’ of water flow in
the Plains and the aquifer
below, hydrogeologist Nancy
Caffall (formerly with the state
Department of Environmental
Protection) noted. “this kind of
formation is particularly
attractive for bottling compa-
nies.”

That’s one reason to keep
on guard. Although Nestle
may have found drilling on
state land too “complicated.”
because of the nature of the
aquifer and the profitability of
a good water source there is
always the potential for Nestle
or another corporate bottler to
pursue access to the aquifer
through private land abutting
the state-owned Plains.

“A municipal official from
the town of Montague should
ask if Nestle is talking to other
property owners in the area.”
suggested Russ Cohen, of the
Department of Fish and Game
Riverways Program, prompt-
ing discussion of how best to
inform nearby property owners
of the larger impact, and
potential risks of opening the
door to a Nestle representa-
tive.

‘What would it take to dis-
courage or deny drilling per-
mits in the state of
Massachusetts? In addition to
various Massachusetts DEP

is also the Massachusetts
Water Management Act, which
requires that water with-
drawals not stress the host
river basin. That is, all with-
drawals to a particular basin
are considered rather than a
proposal by proposal
approach, or one that considers
only the impact to nearby sur-
face waters.

Ironically, what makes
spring water Spring Water is
that it must be withdrawn from
a location that is hydrogeolog-
ically connected to a surface
stream. In other words, sites
that are most attractive to bot-
tlers are sites that are often
more ecologically sensitive -
with nearby habitat and fresh-
water fish streams.

And, said Kirt Mayland,
director of the New England
office of the Eastern Water
Project of Trout Unlimited, the
bottled water industry wants to
keep it this way - rather than
going to sites where there
would be less impact. For
example, in Wisconsin, bot-
tlers have drilled wells near
some of the best trout streams
in the region, Mayland said.

In Montague’s case, Nestle
didn’t get as far as evaluation
of impacts on nearby streams,
or host river basins., in part
thanks to Article 97 of the
Articles of Amendment to the
Massachusetts Constitution. In
addition to guaranteeing the
people’s right to public
resources, Article 97 also
grants that removal of natural
resources from public lands
must be in the best interest for
wildlife and wildlife habitat.
So unless, like us, critters liv-
ing on the Plains have turned
to bottled water, it’s hard to
envision how corporate with-
drawal of three million gallons
a year of water from the
aquifer would be of benefit to
them.

But as one meeting partici-
pant pointed out, “While

see TAP page 6
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BORDEAUX WHINE

by denis bordeaux

RUDY " | GOTTA BE ME "GIULIANI
ipropensily for dressing in drag

HILLARY " WHERE THE B -” ARE " CLINTON

Slo1’

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Offended by Cartoon, Bland Reporting

The “holiday™ officially
known as Columbus Day
passed on October 8th, and it
got me thinking about an article
and a cartoon you published
back in early September. I apol-
ogize for the delay, but I think
it’s still necessary to raise some
concerns that I felt should have
been obvious prior to publica-
tion. The most recent issue
reviewed Winona LaDuke’s
talk at Greenfield Community
College. but I wanted fo make
sure the connection was drawn
between some of the points she
made and some recent content
of the Reporter.

I was glad to see the article
“Airport Runway Project
Delayed,” about the proposed
runway expansion at Turner’s
Falls airport, but I was dis-
mayed to see the airport com-
mission’s statement that a cere-
monial site members of the
Narragansett and Wampanoag
tribes are fighting to protect
still has “not been determined
by the archeological communi-
ty to be of cultural signifi-
cance.” The “archeological
community?” Are you seriously
telling me that when two tribes
that were here for thousands of
years before their land was
stolen by Europeans, and that
are still here, tell you that a site
is significant to them, you’re
going to turn to a bunch of
archeologists for your informa-
tion instead? To my mind this is
a really strange preference for
secondary rather than primary
knowledge on the part of the
airport commission, blandly
repeated by the Reporter.

This may seem minor to
some people, but I'd like to
point out that the U.S. is a
country that has actively car-
ried out a program of genocide
against the native nations of
this continent for centuries.
This genocide has also been
actively resisted since

Christopher Columbus washed
up on shore in 1492, but it
won’t stop until the dominant
culture (white culture) comes to
terms with the fact that the
eradication of a people is also
about the eradication of their
own distinct culture, which is
very much an ongoing process,
though some of the means have
changed over time.

We have to acknowledge
that when we deny people’s
authority on matters relating to
their own culture, we deny the
existence of that culture in the
present.

I was much more shocked by
a cartoon in the same issue. It
depicted an airplane taking off
with a banner reading “Turner’s
Falls Runway Extension on
Hold” above the words “Will
we ever get this thing off the
ground?” I have to admit I'm
not personally that anxious to
have more runways, more air-
planes, and more global warm-
ing contributing to the extinc-
tion of an insane number of
species in my lifetime. But
when I looked more closely at
the illustration, I noticed the
arrows protruding from the lit-
tle plane’s tires. I get it. I've
seen my share of cowboy and
Indian movies, and I’'m white. I
know the reaction this type of
symbolism is supposed to elicit
in me. The cartoon didn’t
explicitly say, “Will these damn
Indians ever stop holding up
progress?” but it might as well
have.

I’'m sure you meant well.
But meaning well isn’t enough.
This isn’t just about history,
this is about what’s going on
now, and our words and actions
still matter. Colonialism and
imperialism are ongoing and
we all have the choice to take
sides. Generally, I like the
paper a lot, but I was genuinely
surprised that no other readers
responded to these items in the

September 13th issue before
now.

- Andrew St. Jean
Gill

Editor Replies: In the next sen-
tence of the article you cite
(Airport Runway  Project
Delayed. MR V#44). we quote
Narragansett deputy tribal his-
toric preservation officer Doug
Harris” response to the Tumers
Falls airport commission’s fre-
quent public statements that the
stone site at the airport has “not
been determined to be of signif-
icance by the archeological
community.” Harris responds,
“that is because the archeolo-
gists do not understand their
purpose, although such stone
formations are widespread
throughout the East Coast,
extending west to the mound
building societies of the
Mississippi Valley...”

see OFFENDED pg 5

We welcome your [etters
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58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376
PHONE (413) 863-8666
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American Dead
in Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 10/17/07

(Casualty sign temporarily
located next to Wagon Wheel
Restaurant on Rte. 2 in Gill)
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BY HYRUM H. HUSKEY JR.

Volunteer efforts to remove
litter and clean up the streets of
Turners Falls are commendable.
Town administrative goals for
new parks, and new uses for old
buildings, are also examples of
how to put a clean face on our
town.

In addition to these singular
efforts, though, we need two
additional attributes in place to
clean up litter and build a repu-
tation for a safe and “sparkling”
appearance. These are a sus-
tained effort. and a strong anti-
litter policy. This will take an
aggressive, long-term, collabo-
rative effort between town offi-
cials, all town departments, and
all our residents.

Sustainability. or constant
attention to the problem, is key
to our longer- term success in
achieving “programmed” street
sparkle. Some of our ancient

GUEST .

EDITORIAL

Can Montague Sparkle?

bylaws need to be revisited and
revised. Litter, uncurbed dogs,
unsightly porch storage, aban-
doned equipment, ‘opportunity’
parking of excess equipment on
vacant lots: illegal dumping;
unpainted residences; falling
fences: and ‘free’ junk items left
on the curb, are all problems
that presently need to be
addressed. They should be
aggressively dealt with by town
enforcement, backed by the col-
laborative efforts of neighbors
and a well-publicized set of lit-
ter and landlord ‘upkeep’
bylaws. More disposal baskets
and signage that proclaims a
“zero-tolerance™ policy on litter
may also help. Such anti-litter-
ing signs should be placed at
each major road entrance to
Montague, and elsewhere
throughout town, emphasizing a
town-wide intolerance for litter-
ing.

Such a bylaw would specify,
among other possibilities, pro-
hibitions on littering of any type
(including small items such as
soda cups, candy wrappers, and
cigarette butts): prohibitions
against illegal dumping of
household items; time-limits for
‘stored” furniture and other
household items piled on street-
side porches and yards; a 24-
hour limit on ‘free’ items placed
at curbside; business frontage
upkeep bylaws: and restrictions
concerning exterior building
and property  conditions.
Language to such effect could
also be placed in tax rebate
incentives offered to new busi-
nesses. There should be a sub-
stantial system of fines for indi-
vidual litter offenses.

We have to adopt a collective
attitude of ownership toward
our environment and insist that
others not use either our streets

OFFENDED
from previous page

We have also printed the
tribes” perspective on the sig-
nificance of the stone forma-
tion at the airport in numerous
articles prior to this, including
“Tribes Appeal for Help on
Aidrport Site,” on June 14th,
2007, (MR V#36), where we
quote Harris directly about the
“active” significance of the air-
port site: “The ceremonies that
were put in place here were put
in place to be part of the living
landscape. The medicine is not
a short-lived medicine. It is
there to put things in balance.”

When we print a cartoon, it
does not necessarily reflect our
editorial view of the issue lam-
pooned. For example. if we
were to print a cartoon of pres-
identail candidate John McCain
singing “Bomb, bomb, bomb,
Bomb, bomb Iran” it would not

mean we endorse this course of
action, rather that we wish to
point out that a presidential
candidate is advocating things
like this in public.

In this case, the airport car-
toon was intended to draw
attention to a viewpoint evident
in the community regarding the
delay in the runway project.
(For more evidence of this
viewpoint, go to the www mon-

taguema.net website and search
for the term “Indians” and read
townspeoples’ comments on
the issue.)

Generally, we try to allow
both sides to state their case in
a news article. We state our
opinions in editorials. For an
example of our position on
Native concerns, go to the
Montague Reporter link on the
www.montaguema.net website
and click on ‘editorials’and
look for the January 8th, 2004
article titled “Turners Falls
Indians.” which concludes:
“Calling the sports teams
‘Indians’ in a town founded on
the site of the massacre of
Native Americans is a disgrace.
Calling them the ‘Turners Falls
Indians’ compounds the injury.
It would be like calling a ball

team in Auschwitz the
'D

‘Hitler Jews’.”

computer set-up
training
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
774-5451

Your Pace at Your Place

or local natural areas as a dump-
ing ground. Business and prop-
erty owners could be given time
limits for cleanup or fix-up
issues prior fo starting any fines.

A strong anti-litter bylaw
could provide for parental
responsibility for underage chil-
dren and a community service
program of litter collection
might be implemented as a non-
monetary method of working
off fines.

Fiscal resource support for a
sustained program is necessary.
Over time, a standing legal con-
tingency reserve fund should be
developed specifically to
address issues and legal expens-
es surrounding business and
rental property owners who
abandon or fail to repair
unsightly aspects of their prop-
erty. Funding for bulk pickups
at curbside is required.
Financing for these needs are no
different than financing our
other town requirements. They
should be part and parcel of the
budget planning process.

Efforts should be directed
toward financing at least one-
full time laborer for the high-
way department whose spring to
fall job description would be
primarily devoted to picking up
refuse bags collected by neigh-
borhood Clean Teams, mowing
street easements; and mainte-
nance of park areas and the bike
pathway. The department
should have a minimum of one
day per month during the spring
through fall when several
employees devote their time to a
specific ‘spruce up,” pick up,
and street-sweep of a particular
area or set of streets. Otherwise,
clean up efforts will always
seem less important than other
pressing issues of the curent
workday, when employee num-
bers are limited.

Many towns and cities, even
“old mill towns,” have made
great appearance improvements
through the use of aggressive
anti-litter laws, constant atten-
tion to blight problems, and
strong well-enforced policies.
These efforts cannot help but
attract new businesses, resi-
dents, and visitors. Our history
of both administrative and vol-
unteer town enhancement
efforts are commendable, but,
longer term, these will fade
away from a failure to aggres-
sively address the appearance
issue on sustainably:.

A truly clean town is a matter
of attitude and sustained effort.
It is a matter of thoughtful pro-
gramming to counteract those
who leave their litter for all of
us to pick up or see. It is a mat-
ter of our collaborative willing-
ness to make it so.

Can Montague sparkle?
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TO THE
y EDITOR:

I made a mistake, as a
couple of letter writers
pointed out last week. in
reporting in the October 4th
issue (MR VI #1) that the side
setback of the new Wendell
town office building involved
a variance because it is half
what the code requires. It is a
large building, and it seems
very close, but it is within

More Thoughts on Zoning Lawsuit

variance obtained for the town
office building involves only
the front setback. I apologize
for not checking my facts.

A second line in the article
that Dan Keller claimed is in
error (Dan is the member of
the selectboard I talked to for
the article) was unfortunately
edited by the Reporfer in a
way that probably triggered

letter to the insurance
company implied that “the
selectboard feels the request
(here the published version
read “Anderson’s request”)
has some validity.” He
answered my question in the
affirmative, an answer that
couldn’t reveal the
selectboard’s sense of the
legitimacy of the Anderson

actually trying to learn to what
extent the selectboard might
have to address the substance
when a legal issue like Brian’s
comes up, and to what extent
it can avoid substantive
engagement with the concerns
of an aggrieved citizen and
leave the whole matter to its
insurance cairier.

Contrary to Dan’s final

Anderson’s interests regarding
the building’s location. The
closest question to that which
the article raised was whether
a citizen was, essentially,
forgotten in the planning
stages, them not properly
honored or just minimally
dealt with by the selectboard
once an issue was raised. Dan
didn’t directly address that.

zoning requirements in its his reaction. I asked Dan in lawsuit since the question was point, the article didn’t

setback from Brian the abstract whether the theoretical; no letter had been concern whether the town - Jonathan von Ranson

Anderson’s lot line. The selectboard’s forwarding of a received or sent. I was “steamrolled” Brian Wendell
TAP to good roads. Montague Alliance to Protect

Friday, October 19

8:00 am Carlos W. Anderson: “Shekinah”
9:00 am Montague Select Board (10/9/07)
10:00 am Art Fest 2007

11:30 am Discovery Center: Butterflies
6:00 pm NASA Sci Files: The Case of the
Powerful Pulleys

7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting (10/9/07)

9:30 pm Over Ridge: Herb Bergquist
“Beavers”

10:00 pm Independent Voices #37

10:30 pm Common Man Concerts:
Stephanie Marshall

Saturday, October 20

8:00 am NASA Sci Files: The Case of the
Powerful Pulleys

9:00 am GMRSD Meeting (10/9/07)

11:30 am Over The Falls: Herb Bergquist
"Boavers”

12:00 pm Independent Voices #37

1230 pm Common Man Concerts:
Stephanie Marshall

6:30 pm The Well Being: “Rehabilitating
Urinary Incontinence in Women™

7:30 pm GED Connection #22: Passing
The GED Science Test

8:00 pm Great Falls Middle School:
Football (10/16/07)

9:30 pm Coffee House Series: Tait
Mountain Singers

Sunday, October 21

8:00 am The Well Being: “Rehabilitating
Urinary Incontinence in Women”

9:00 am GED Connection #22: Passing
The GED Science Test

9:30 am Great Falls Middle School:
Football (10/16/07)

11:00 am Coffee House Series:
Mountain Singers

6:30 pm Special Town Meeting (10/11/07)
9:00 pm Windchanger. Halloween

10:00 pm Peoples Harvest (2006)

Tait

Monday, October 22

8:00 am Special Town Meeting (10/11/07)
10:30 am Windchanger: Halloween
11:30 am Peoples Harvest (2006)
6:00 pm Montague Update: TBD
700 pm Montague Select
(10/9/07)

8:00 pm Seabrook 1977

Board:

MCTYV Schedule

Channel 17: Oct. 19th - Oct. 25th

9:30 pm Common Man Concerts: Cowbell
Prescription
10:30 pm There and Back

Tuesday, October 23

8:00 am Montague Update: TBD

9:00 am Montague Select Board: (10/9/07)
10:00 am Seabrook 1977

1130 am Common Man Concerts:
Cowbell Prescription

12:30 pm There and Back

6:00 pm The GED Connection #22:
Passing The GED Science Test

6:30 pm Independent Voices #37

7:00 pm GMRSD (10/9/07)

9:30 pm Special Town Meeting (10/11/07)

Wednesday, October 24

8:00 am GED Connection #22: Passing
The GED Science Test

8:30 am Independent Voices #37

9:00 am GMRSD (10/9/07)

11:30 am Special Town Meeting (10/11/07)
6:00 pm NASA Sci Files: The Case of the
Powerful Pulleys

7:00 pm GED Connection #23:
Science

7:30 pm Great Falls Middle School:
Football (10/16/07)

9:00 pm The Well Being: “Rehabilitating
Urinary Incontinence in Women”

10:00 pm Common Man Concerts:
Stephanie Marshall

Life

Thursday, October 25

8:00 am NASA Sa Files: The Case of the
Powerful Pulleys

9:00 am GED Connection #23:
Science

9:30 am Great Falls Middle School:
Football (10/16/07)

11:00 am The Well Being: “Rehabilitating
Urinary Incontinence in Women”

12:00 pm Common Man Concerts:
Stephanie Marshall

12:30 pm Discovery Centerr Waterfowl
Identification

6:00 pm Carlos W_ Anderson: “Stick-To-It-
Ive-ness”

7:00 pm Montague Select Board: (10/9/07)
8:00 pm Coffee House Series: Taft
Mountain Singers

10:00 pm Montague Update: TBA

Life

continued from pg 4

Article 97 seemed like a real
silver bullet, and although it has
the most wonderful language for
resource protection, there are a
lot of terrible plans that happen.
In this case the state may have
been sensitive to all the
opposition because it’s on state
land.”

Most legislation regulating
and protecting water was passed
in the days when people drank
water from the kitchen sink, or
the bubbler down the hall, before
the rise of the multi-billion dollar
bottled water industry. There are
legislative  loopholes, and
corporations with deep pockets
can ferret them out.

The extraction of a common
trust resource is one issue. Water
should be as free and accessible
as the air we breathe. But
between the trucking and the
bottling. the industry has plenty
of other environmental impacts
on their conscience as well.

“There’s a whole lot of
trucking,” stressed Mayland,
who noted that because the
industry is so reliant on trucking,
and because fuel prices are
soaring, and because we here in
the Northeast are major
consumers of bottled water, the
Route 91 corridor is of particular
interest to bottled water
developers, as are other locations
in the Northeast that combine
access to good water with access

There is no doubt we have, in
part, brought this upon ourselves
by becoming a culture reliant
upon bottled water. According to
the group Corporate
Accountability  International,
“One of the most visible
examples of corporate control of
water is bottled water. It is the
fastest growing sector of the US
beverage market and just three
corporations - Coke, Pepsi and
Nestlé - make up over half of the
US bottled water market. These
corporations are privatizing our
water, bottling it and selling it
back to us at prices hundreds,
even thousands of times what tap
water costs. They have turned a
shared common resource into a
$100 billion global market - and
one of the world’s fastest
growing branded beverages.”

But if corporate greed isn’t
enough to make you think twice
about purchasing that next bottle
of Aquafina, Poland Springs, or
Evian, then think locally. We all
know what happens to bottles
that aren’t recycled: they’re
tossed into garbage, flattened
along the roadside, or floating
down the river. Then there is the
toxic side of plastic bottles,
deriving from plastic’s ability to
leach small amounts of toxicants
into drinking water.

It’s time to turn back to the
tap, relinquish the bottle, and
protect our municipal waters.

If you want to learn more
about our water resources, the

Ouwr Waters will be sponsoring
several events this fall, beginning
with, “Walk the Aquifer:
Montague Plains and the Bitzer
Fish Hatchery.” on October 27th
and November 10th, and a public
screening of “Thirst: Fighting the
Corporate Theft of Our Water,”
on November 18th.

For more information, or to
become involved with water
protection in general, check out
the Clean Water Fund
(www.cleanwaterfund.org).

Joint Committee on
Tourism to Visit Turners

On Monday, October 22nd, the Joint
Committee on Tourism, Arts, and
Cultural Development, co-chaired
by Senator Brian Joyce (D-Milton)
and State Representative Eric
Turkington (D-Falmouth), will visit
sites in Turners Falls, following the
last in a series of statewide public
forums at the White Church in
Historic Deerfield, which will begin
at 10:30 a.m. The forum is aimed at
soliciting ideas from Franklin
County’s cultural and tourism
communities and the general public
to help the committee develop
policies that strengthen tourism,
arts, and culture in Massachusetts.
“They usually visit one community in
each region,” said Dan Laroche,
Montague town planner. “This time
they picked Turners. It's very
exciting.” The committee will visit the
Discovery Center, the Hallmark
Museum, and hear a presentation
from town officials.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

NATIONAL CITY
MORTGAGE

TIM PREVOST

Call

@ (413) 773-8984

Exclusive lender for West Ridge
Condominiums in Greenfield. The area’s
newest, ultra-affordable condo development.
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: Fax (413) 774-5746
DILLON@CROCKER.COM
Toll Free 1-800-698-3678%
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For Many Families, the Choice is Clear:

GREAT FaiLs Mippie Scuoor AND Turners FarLs Hign ScroolL

BY ALI URBAN

For some families. the draw
to Great Falls Middle School
and Turners Falls High School
is the new facility. For others,
it’s the athletic programs. The
courses offered and the
communications with teachers
also have had a positive effect

in bringing families to the
district schools. Many
comment on the

professionalism of the staff.

This year, 26 students in
Great Falls Middle School and
Turners Falls High School
have had new and unique
opportunities because they
choiced in to the GMRSD.

“When I first came to
Turners, I was really excited
about a new experience in a
new town,” said TFHS senior
Samuel “Sam” Johnson, of
Greenfield. In his fifth year in
the GMRSD, he said he has
never regretted the decision to
‘choice in’ to the district.

“I've had a lot of great
opportunities here,” he said,
adding that attending a newly-
renovated school has allowed
him to take advantage of new
technology and classes, such
as video production.

For Catherine Marcum of
Greenfield and her daughter,
Jasmine, a seventh grader at
Great Falls Middle School. the
draw of the new facility and
the positive feedback they
received influenced them to
investigate the school.

“We took the tour (of the
school) and - Wow! - we were
definitely impressed.”
Marcum said. “The overall
condition and cleanliness of
the grounds and buildings
were great, and the athletic
facilities are superior,” she
added.

Parents and students agree
that athletics at GFMS and
TFHS played a role in their
decision to choice in. Sam,

who plays football.,
swims and leads the
boys tennis team as
first singles player,
is grateful for the
opportunity to swim
competitively.

SC OO
LTGHTS

in  answering  any
questions we had. Joseph
feels that he has been
well received by
everyone at the school,
and is very positive
about his experience in

TFHS is the only
public school in
Franklin County
with a swim team.

“There are a wide
variety of sports and
good programs, and | j
the coaches keep [*
you coming back,”
he said.

For Jasmine, §
playing field hockey
has allowed her to
make new friends
and get to know
upperclassmen. Her
mother appreciates
the kindness and
helpfulness of older
athletes.

After investi-
gating other options,
Claire Hughes of
Greenfield and her
son Joseph decided

o

that GFMS best
suited their needs.

“We have had
expectations of good
communication with the
teachers, and they have more
than exceeded what we

thought,” she said. She was
impressed by  teachers’
efficient response to her
concerns, and the way they
keep parents up to date on
their children’s work.

Marcum agreed. GFMS and
TFHS utilize Edline, an
internet-based service that
enhances communication
between schools and parents
and gives parents the
opportunity to check itemized
grade reports, read important
announcements and view class
calendars.

“I love that I can go on-line

ALI URBAN PHOTO
TFHS Senior Sam Jobnson works out in the TFHS
weight room. He is one of 26 students who school choice
into TEHS and GEMS. One of the benefits for
Jobnson is the state-of-the-art athletic facility.

and get grade updates daily
and e-mail her teachers with
any questions and get answers
back within a day,” she said.
“Everyone so far has been
more than pleasant, and very
helpful.”

Hughes found this to be true
when she spoke with parents
of current students. “Everyone
I spoke with who had already
had students in the school had
very positive experiences with
regards to (principal) Jeff
Kenney. He really shows an
interest in the students, staff
and parents, as well as the
whole community,” she said.

She noted, “Mr. Kenney
gave us and another family a
very thorough tour of the
school and was most gracious

the new setting.”

At the middle school.
Joseph has been able to
participate in unique and
interesting  programs.
His interest in computers
and photography led him
to become involved with
student council. “These
are areas where he can
really make a
contribution,” Hughes
said. “The transition
from a small school to a
much larger one can be
quite a challenge. and
these opportunities have
helped make the move a
lot easier.”

Joseph also
participates in after-
school swimming and
Tae Kwan Do
instructions, and looks
forward to  taking
advantage of the “huge”
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Eat In or Take Out!

BURRITOS,
BOWLS,
SOFT TACOS,
QUESADILLAS

Now serving
People’s Pint Beer
on fap!

(413) 772-2531

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield

Hours: Mon - 5at 11:30 am - 9 pm

sports program at school.
Hughes and her son also
recognize the benefit of daily
physical education and art
classes.

“Overall, our experience so
far has been very good,”
Marcum said. “Jasmine is
eager to get to school every
day.”
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UPcomING EVENTS:
Free Film Showing Sunday,
October 21st, at 1 p.m. and

Wednesday, October 24th,
at6 p.m.

Who Killed
The Electric
Car?

A documentary about the zero
emissions mandate in California,
the development of the electric
car, and its subsequent removal
from the market. All events held
in the Co-op’s Meeting
Room. See in-store flyer for
maore info!
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Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6,
Sunday 10-5
144 Main Street, Greenfield
773-9567

Proud of our roots on Avenue Al
(Formerly the Montague Food Coop)

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

GRAPHIC DESIGH

~BOYSEN HODGSON
Ang-the Ch-‘_z,??g\?_"'yo'lfw."'.'sh to see in the world.

) WEESITES | LOGOS | MARKETING
SS4133039193 | www.h2-om.com

Rau's Auto

3 % COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
,__(413) 367-2475

531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague

24 hour emergency towi
@st service licensed Meche

Don Stebbins

by Andy’s

From Curtains to cutting boards & so much
more. Come in to see our everyday specials.

Mon.-Fri.9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 124

329 Deerfield St., Greenfield 773-3911
www.andysaok.com

North County

Septic Service

Preventive Maintenance
for your Septic System

(313) 898-5453

Attorney Thomas Merrigan

D D D D XD D D
Auto Injury ¢ Worker’s Comp
Personal Injury & Civil Litigation
CDEDEDADED D ED
Rawson, Merrigan & Litner, LLP

offices located at

310 Main Street, Greenfield

(4131 714-2345

393 Main Street, Greenfield, MA 413-774-5300

185 Devonshire Street, Boston, MA 02110

«——BAKER=
Office Supply

Red Sox & Patriots Souvenirs!
keychains - jewelry -stickers - pencils - socks - scarves

« o« and much move!

www.bakerofficesupply.com
Call Bonnie today!
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL PLANNING BOARD

Senior Center Reuse of Old Library Approved;
Good Neighbors Seeks Move to Town Hall

BY JOSH HEINEMANN
WENDELL - Dan Keller
represented the  building

committee, and Kathy Swaim
represented the council on
aging at the planning board’s
October 16th, 7 p.m.
continuation of the site plan
hearing for reuse of the old
town library, on the comer of
Montague and Lockes Village
roads. Keller, a selectboard
member, said the town's
application had changed since
the hearing opened on October
2nd. The Good Neighbors food
pantry has since abandoned
their bid to use the basement of
the 735-square-foot building
for food storage and weekly
distribution to the
approximately 40 or 350
households that use the food
pantry. The volunteers at Good
Neighbors organize Sunday
afternoon food pick-up of
surplus or out of code items
donated each week by area
supermarkets and the USDA.
Although the pantry’s new
plan has not been endorsed by
all concerned, Good Neighbors
is now hoping to move into the
town hall for food storage and
distribution, which would
solve the parking, pedestrian

access. and space issues their
original plan presented at the
former library.

The conservation
commission, which now uses
the front room of the town hall
as an office space, might use
the old library basement for
storage of records and maps, or
they might use a room in the
new town office building
instead, if the food pantry
moves to the town hall space.

With Good Neighbors
bowing out of the application
process, the remaining site plan
considerations for the old
library were much simplified.
Swaim said events at the senior
center have seldom been
crowded, and parking is not
likely to become an issue. The
only exception that came to
mind was last flu season when
there was a run on flu shots,
because the vaccine was in
short supply. Even then the
people who came were spread
out through the day, and no
more than ten were at the clinic
at any one time.

Swaim said she would like
to increase the number of
people attending senior center
events and serve a larger
demographic, so the space

might be used more often than
for just the once-a-month
senior health clinics.

Planning  board  chair
Deirdre Cabral said that after
the walls are removed from the
old library, and the kitchen and
bathroom are installed, fire
chief Everett Ricketts should
inspect and determine the
maximum number of people
the building can hold. She
added that crosswalks should
be painted in from parking
across the street, and that the
highway department should be
kept aware of events that might
use all the parking available at
the building. But the planning
board did not hold up the
permit for the library’s
renovation, and the hearing
was closed at 7:45 p m.

Cabral brought in what was
left of a prize-winning peach
pie and whipped cream, which
she offered to people in the
room. The slices were small,
but she said, “take more than
one.”

She also mentioned to
Keller that the planning board
only has three members, and
will need four, at least for the
next month, to be able to rule
legally on a special permit.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLIGE LOG

Tuesday 10-9

9:04 pm._ Assisted Bernardston Police
with search for stolen motor vehicle.
Vehicle later found crashed in Leyden
10:33 p.m. Call reporting that a guest
at their residence was caught smoking
crack. Subject fold by homeowner to
leave. Will call if they return. Caller
wanted police to know if any future
calls to residence.

Wednesday 10-10

6:50 am. Assisted with motor vehicle
accident at Tumers Falls Road and Rt.
10.

10:50 pm. Assisted with medical
emergency on French King Highway.

Suspicious Activity and a Stolen Car

Thursday 10-11

8:50 p.m. 911 abandoned call at Main
Road residence, upon arrival all was
determined to be o k.

Friday 10-12

403 am_ Report of suspicious activity
at West Gill Road residence.

12:03 p.m_ Motor vehicle accident at
French King Highway and Main Road.
6:10 pm_ Suspicious activity at West
Gill Road residence.

11:16 p.m. West Gill Road residence
reporting possible prowler outside of
residence. Checked area, unable to
locate.

Saturday 10-13
1:20 pm. Crminal charges sought

Charged with operating a motor

vehicle while unlicensed and following
too closely.

Sunday 10-14
11:31 am_ Alarm at French King
Highway location, checked all secure.

Tuesday 10-16
950 am. Report of suspicious
subjects sleeping in vehicle at Main
Road business.

Underground Tanks!

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH -
Big things are happening at the
Gill Mobil station; big tanks in
particular. The old double
walled tanks were not leaking
gasoline; but sensors detected
water in the space between the
walls of two tanks. As a
precaution, Rice Oil Company
is replacing all of the tanks.
“It could have been

infiltration of ground water
through a breech in the outer
wall of the plastic coated steel

and will last at least 30 years,
“possibly forever., since they
do not rust.”

Branco said the
groundwater beneath the tanks
did not register any gasoline
contamination, but  was
pumped out and filtered
anyway.

“Ground water is pumped
out and double filtered, first
through one carbon filter and
then a second one, before
discharge into the sewer

Dan Lively at the controls of Davenports Volvo excavator digs deep for a
new 12,000 gallon fiberglas reinforced double walled gasoline tank.
Ground water is pumped out, filtered and sent down the sewer.

tanks,” Joe Humel of
Advanced Tank  Testing
company of South Deerfield
said. “Or it could have been
water leaking in a pipe fitting.
But no [fuel] product leaked
out of any tank.”

Engineer Dolores Branco of
Environmental Management
Associates of Erving said the
new tanks are made of
fiberglass reinforced plastic

system.”

Davenport Trucking is the
excavating sub-contractor to
Rice Oil Company, which is
acting as general contractor.
Davenport trucked the
excavated blacktop to Ted
Ondrick’s asphalt plant in
Chicopee for recycling.

The tank replacement
project will take about a month
to complete.

LETTER from page 1

where you saved a life by
putting vourselves in great
danger. Your timely
response, quick thinking
under extreme pressure and
teamwork was truly
remarkable. Again I

commend you for a job well
done, that saved a life.”
Zukowski wrote.

The commendation was
copied to the Montague
selectboard and Gill police
chief David Hastings.

D
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PARTRIDGEFZ-ZSCHAU, Incorporated
ndirance

25 Millers Falls Road, P.0. Box 312
Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Tel. (413) 863-4331

(413) T13-5673

WWW.pzing.com

DEMERS’ LANDSCAPING

"lnbovjt I-"occ |

Computer Solutions |

- PC Sales and Service

- Mac Software Support

« Network Support & Installation

- Quickbooks Training and Support

Veronica Phaneuf
(413) 367-0025
about-face@verizon.net

TR

THE

COUNTRY JEWELER <7

Custom repair

@ Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry
@ Diamonds

work done on premises

V¥ Watches
@ Anniversary Bands

Old-fashioned service!

Corner of Main &
Chapman Streets, Greenfield

Call Larry:

Mon. - Sat.
9:30 - 5:30
www.countryjeweler.com

772-0859

DOLAN & DOLAN

#
; E Tz 413-256-6217
| Landscaping & Excavating T el ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1 Estimates Given - Fully Insured fine instrume ntj a
136 Tumpike Road, Tumners Falls, MA 01376 __ bought and sold 174 AVENUE A
COMPLETE TREE SERVICE - LOTS CLEARED » WOOD CHIPPING i % oo repaired and restored ; TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS
WOOD CHIPS - MULCH - LOAM - LAWNS AND SOD INSTALLED 01376
PLANTING - MASON AND STONEWORK 413-863-3133
ALL TYPES OF FENCING - DOZER AND BACKHOE WORK

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED

Edward A. Demers, Tel. 863-3652

Prop clip and save
L---L}"------‘

: Fretted {nstrument Workshop i @

49 So Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. 01002
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PERSONL MRS, (ULLG 6 ESTRTES, LIORHER'S COMP
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Doherty Appointed Fulltime Officer

BY NICHOLE CLAYTON -
Chief Chris Blair of the Erving
police department seemed
pleased to announce the
appointment of a new fulltime
officer, bringing his department
up to a full complement. The
selectboard swore in officer
Ryan Doherty; he joins the
Erving police department from
the Montague force, and comes
with high praise from his
former chief and colleagues.
Blair said Doherty will be a

great asset to the Erving
department, since he is
certified as a firearms

instructor and for finger print
analysis, which will come in
handy., as they say. since Erving
like surrounding towns has
been experiencing a high rate
of break-ins recently.

Board member Linda
Downs-Bembury said she has a
good feeling about officer
Doherty. “He looks to be as
honest as the day is long.”
Congratulations were given to
Blair on the new appointment,
before the board turned to other
business.

A quick update on the
assistant tax collector position

was given by administrative
coordinator Tom Sharp. The
town has received four
outstanding applicants, who are
lined up for interviews. The
board is confident the position
will soon be filled.

The decorative street lights
that line Route 2 in Erving
Center were the subject of
discussion. The 38 lamps have
been on from dusk till dawn,
and the town has been
monitoring their expense.
Recently, Erving purchased 12
timer units that allow the lamps
to be turned off in the wee
hours instead of waiting for
daylight to deactivate them.
Since May 21st, the 12 lights
on timers have shown a savings
of $50.00 a month. The board
decided to purchase and install
12 more timers, but to also
keep the remaining lights in
high trafficked areas and
intersections on until daylight.

The demolition of the Usher
Mill will begin either on
October 23rd or 24th.

Further down the road, the
Route 2 Improvement
Committee recently received
some good news on the Farley

upgrade. The upgrade of that
stretch of road is eligible for
federal aid for more than two
million dollars.

Downs-Bembury noted the
town’s cable committee will
have a table set up at the fall
festival at Veterans Park in
Ervingside, scheduled for
Saturday. October 20th, with a
petition asking ComCast to
provide PEG (public,
educational, and governmental
programming) access to the
Erving Elementary School, and
hopefully to the senior center
as well.

The board scheduled a tax
classification hearing for
Monday, October 29th at 7:15
p m. at the town hall, to set the
tax rate for the coming year.
That same night, the board will
hold a hearing at 6:30
regarding the Community
Development Strategy and the
town’s application for a
Community Development
Block Grant from the state of
Massachusetts. The public is
invited to attend.

The board nominated Art
Johnson as an alternate animal
inspector for the town.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE

Rolling Car and Lost Dog

Wednesday 10-10

7:18 a.m. Report of a one-car roll
over accident on Route 2 at Erving
Paper Mill.

9:.00 am. Report of a larceny.
Flashing vyellow lights from
construction barrels on Lester
Street stolen overnight.

10:30 a.m. Suspicious person
reported at French King
Restaurant. Found to be employee.
Everything was normal.

Friday 10-12

7:08 p.m. Report of lost dog,
dalmation breed, in area of French
King Bridge. Checked area, unable
to locate.

Saturday 10-13

10:20 a.m. Report of cat hit by car
on Route 2 at Greenfield Auto.
Animal found. Owner advised of
situation.

2:30 pm. 911 medical call at a
Maple Avenue address for a back
injury. Ambulance contacted for
transport.

3:40 p.m. Unattended and running
tractor trailer in middle of Moore
Street. Owner found and advised to
move same.

7:43 p.m. Alarm sounding at state
forest headquarters. Checked
building with key holder. All secure.

Tuesday 10-16

3:10 p.m. Tree on power lines on
Mountain Road. Contacted power
company.

Montague Center School

Annual Halloween Festival

Friday, Oct. 26th, 5-5:30 p.m. check in
MCS students and P/ounger siblings FREE

Older siblings o

students - $1

Non-students $2

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT
5:30 Parade - Meet on the front lawn
5:45 - 7:00 - Events include: hayrides, trick or
treating and games

Sponsored by the Montague Center School PTO
For further information or questions call the school office at 367-9201

AT LAST, | HAVEIT--
PROCF THAT YOU DID IN FACT
SHRINK MY LAUNDRY--

rraps

--AND THAT I DID
NOT JUST RAIN WEIGHT, AS
YOU CLAIMED.

| WENT TO MY

FAYORITE STORE, AND MY USUAL
PANTS SIZE STILL AITS.

HEN ARE WE INFLATIN
THE SIZES AGAIN?

AFTER THE HOLIDAYS)
WLEN ELSEP
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Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

MCC arthy

FUNERAL HOME

www.mecarthyfunerathomes

Director
JLom

Since 1895

On the Comimon
Greenfield, Massachusetts
Turners Falls, Massachusefls

(413) 774-4808
John C. Davis

' a.r.ray of silk,

FIRE BOOKS

By Ted Graveline
Tel: 413-863-8057

STRIIKE A SIECONID AJLARMI - S12
TALES OF A FIREFICHITER S12

SIY OF ARSON

FIREIOQUSE - SIS
edieieio@comcast.net
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LETOURNEAU

APPLIANCE SERVICE

413-863-8291

24 Hour Service ¢ Paul Letourneau

) ASUmprOUS T

rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. H
Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & scarves. o

Delectable Mountain Cloth
125 Main Street, Brattieboro, VT 05301
www.delectablemountain.com ]

e, pfease visit our website or the store for even more .,
(802) 257-4456 ~

OCTOBER 19TH
HAPPY 14TH BIRTHDAY

4 JARLALY

We love youf Steve & Suzette
CALL 863-8666

heirloom whites, velveteen,

L

......

Washers * Dryers Bought & Sold
Refrigerators « A/C ALL MAKES ki
Ranges * Dishwashers ~ALL BRANDS BOB PACY

(781) 438-8489
(508) 633.2552

NAWCC No. 0101315

WILL TRAVEL STONEHAM, MA 02180

Simons & Simons

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
Thomas G. Simons * Gerry G. Simons

Estates * Wills * Real Estate
Personal Injury

77 Fourth Street * Turners Falls, MA
(413) 863-9506

113 Avenue A
TI.EI'HC’IS ]._'ﬂlls, :\’]_{X
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Waiting For Cable Access
BY DAVID DETMOLD - er $1.07 to the monthly bill. selectboard meetings eventually chases and wiring upgrades from the state Department of

Questions arose at the Gill
selectboard meeting on Monday,
October 15th, about the lack of
progress on a Community access
bulletin board, for which Gill
cable television subscribers have
been paying a surcharge on their
bills for the last two years.
Walnut Street resident Bev
Demars raised the issue with
town administrative assistant
Tracy Rogers, asking her why
the 3.1% access fee for “public.
educational and governmental
programming provided in Gill.”
was appearing on her September
bill, when it appeared that no
such programming was in fact
being provided in Gill. Rogers
did not know how to answer her
question, so she brought the
matter to the selectboard.
“When I got the bill, I noticed
the charge. It said it was for
cable access. Well we don’t have
anything like that in Gill. I don’t
think we should be paying for
this. I could see it if they were
recording the selectboard meet-
ings.” said Demars, who noted
that her husband subscribed to a
number of cable options, and
their bill is high enough already.
The local access fee adds anoth-

Reached by phone following
the meeting, Demars searched
through her cable bills for the
last few months and found that
she has been receiving the sur-
charge right along. although she
noticed it for the first time only
this month.

In fact, the additional charge
has been appearing on Gill cable
subscribers’ bills since
September of 2005, when the
Gill selectboard inked a new 10-
year contract with the town’s
cable television provider,
ComCast, to extend service
along West Gill Road, from
Center to Dole Road, and along
North Cross Road as well. At the
time, then selectboard member
Phil Maddern commented that
the town of Gill would begin
receiving a percentage of the
cable subscriber fees, “to
increase to a set percentage
within the next few years,” with
which the town would be able to
purchase equipment to provide
access service. Maddern com-
mented further that the town
looked forward to establishing a
computerized community bul-
letin board, and he expressed
resignation over the prospect of

being broadcast, (MR III #43).
Since September of 2003,
the town has expended funds
from the cable fee account to
purchase a “TV set, stand, and
other equipment™ to enable the
town to provide a cable bulletin
board service for subscribers,
according to town treasurer
Romnie LaChance, but she did
not have figures available to say
how much money had been col-
lected, how much spent, or what
the remaining balance in the
account was. LaChance said she
would be able to provide those
figures later in the week.
Reached by phone, Don
Kruger, a member of the town’s
Information Technology com-
mittee who has assisted with
establishing and updating the
town’s website (www.gill-
mass.org), and who has helped
the cable committee prepare for
producing a cable bulletin
board. confirmed that ComCast
had finished wiring the select-
board meeting room at town
hall, and said the town had pur-
chased all the equipment needed
to produce the bulletin board.
According to reports from past
selectboard meetings, those pur-

were for the most part complet-
ed more than a year ago.

At the Monday night meet-
ing, the board looked to chair
Lee Stevens, a member of the
cable committee, to see what
could be done to move the bul-
letin board project forward. “It’s
ready to go,” said Stevens.

But the question remained,
“Who will run it?” Ann Banash
suggested asking Northfield
Mount Hermon if anyone at that
school would have time to pro-
gram and update the bulletin
board.

Speaking of NMH, the board
received notice from the
Massachusetts Development
and Finance Agency of a $75
million revenue bond project for
Northfield Mount Hermon,
which recently consolidated its
operations at the Gill campus,
closing its campus in
Northfield. The $75 million
bond will be used by NMH to
construct a new admissions
building at the Gill campus.
along with additions to two res-
idence halls, and various other
upgrades and improvements to
campus buildings.

Gill received mnotification

Revenue that its free cash
account has been certified at
$132,732. The DOR also sent a
note advising the town not to
dip into the account until next
year, which was received with
wry humor by the board.

Responding to an invitation
from the finance committee, the
selectboard hopes to set up a
meeting soon “to set up ground
tules.” as board member Ann
Banash put it, “and figure out a
way to work together rather
than separately.” in preparation
for the ‘09 budget process. The
board hopes to meet with the
finance committee at the begin-
ning of November.

Rogers exclaimed, “The ‘09
budget process! But I feel like
we don’t have ‘08 done yet....”

On that note, board member
Nancy Griswold said there was
no news yet on finalizing Gill’s
property values from the DOR.
so setting the tax rate will have
to wait. Until then, the board is
reluctant to schedule an over-
ride vote to fully fund town
departments and the G-M
school assessment for the cur-

rent budget year. W
b,

HIPPO from pg 1

include eggs and toast, English
muffins, bagels with cream
cheese, home fries, omelettes,
French toast and Belgian waf-
fles, served with Weiss® own
blueberry sauce or real maple
SyTup.

Breakfast was so popular
last weekend that at exactly
11:30 am. on Sunday, Weiss
said, he served up the last egg
on the premises. At 11:35 a.m.
he had to tempt three hungry
breakfast patrons with his
lunch menu.

“I hope people can come in,
have a good breakfast and
enjoy something a little differ-
ent. They can sit and relax a
few minutes, or take breakfast
to go,” said Weiss.

Weiss believes strongly in

sourcing culinary ingredients
as locally as possible. The veg-
etables in his lunch and dinner
offerings come from Rice’s
Farm in Northfield; ice cream
from Snow’s Dairy in
Greenfield: blueberries from
Benson’s Farm in Heath;
homemade desserts and rolls
from Elm Farm Bakery in
South Deerfield; pastries from
Transylvania  Bakery in
Northfield; his own custom
coffee blend from Dean’s
Beans in Orange; and his own
“Hippo family blend of beers”
from the Berkshire Brewing
Company in Deerfield.
Cooking seasonally and
locally also provides Weiss the
opportunity to prepare unusual
items such as the winter

“strapetti” squash, on the spe-

cial’s board yesterday.

“Strapetti squash has more
flavor and is finer than
spaghetti squash. I serve it
with caramelized onions and
apples. cinnamon and car-
damom for spice.” he said.
“Last week we did carnival
squash with a maple glaze.”

The restaurant’s artwork is
also local - the landscapes of
Erving photographers Brad
Peters and Jan Ross grace the
dining room walls, against a
backdrop of colorful autumn
leaves presently hiding the
view of the Millers River
behind the Route 2 eatery.

The hippo paintings and the
large mural inside the front
door are courtesy of artist
Brent Eaton of Montague,
aside from one darling blue

and pink hippo on a yellow
background that was painted
by Weiss’ 11-year-old cousin.
That portrait hangs above the
bar.

“All the art is for sale,” said
Weiss, who enjoys supporting
his neighbors. At the 9th
Annual North Quabbin Garlic
and Arts Festival September
15th - 16th, Weiss debuted a
garlic hollandaise sauce, a gar-
lic viniagrette and a garlic bar-
becue sauce; the latter is now
on the Hippo’s regular menu.

Weiss performs culinary
demonstrations regularly,
offers full catering, and recent-
ly won first prize at the 2007
Greenfield Chowderfest for his
homemade New England Clam
Chowder.

The Smokin® Hippo got its

name from Weiss® long-time
love of both barbecue and
those water-loving African
beasts. When, as a child, he
was in the hospital, Weiss’
mother gave him a stuffed
hippo with an FM radio inside
that he has cherished to this
day. Ever since, he has collect-
ed hippos in all forms. For
example, each table at the
restaurant features a different
set of hippo salt-and-pepper
shakers.

Beside the new breakfast
hours, the Smokin’ Hippo is
open for lunch from 11:30 a m.
to 4 p.m. and dinner from 4-9
p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday: for lunch from
Noon- 4 p.m. and dinner from

4-8 p.m. on Sunday. | |
D
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Demolition

Seal Coating

Treework

Construction Services
Septic Systems

Paving

Snow Plowing, Sanding

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating

& Paving, Inc.
Bryan Barlow, CEO

Turners Falls, MA 01376

P.O. Box 386

A13-772-2155
Cell Phone:
413-775-3376

Northfield
Barber Shop

Mon, Tu, Wed: Noon-5
Thurs, Fri: 8-5 « Sat. 8-Noon

74C Main Street * Northfield
413-498-5166

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY
f!‘e;l Fatate &gegcy
117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 » Home: 413-863-4568

EmaiL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOM PANY.COM

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES

Formerly LaBelle & Leitner

AUDI « VW - VOLVO - BMW
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles
Locally Owned for 27 Years

J

i
_LAlautosalesicomy

PLOW FRAU

SITALANG
(413) 834-7569

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your
altic, basement, garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal
of just about anything!

Reusable goods are donated to those in need

FRi ] S.

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

Full Service Market
Fresh Produce in Season

Beer & Wine

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Domestic Assaults and Chants

Thursday 10-11

8:56 am. Walk-in to station reported a
larceny at a Griswold Sireet address.
Medication was missing. Report taken.
Friday 10-12

1:01 am. Report of a domestic abuse
alarm sounding at a Wendell Road
address. Alarm was false due to a bad
phone line. Everything okay.

8:09 am. Walk-in to station reported a
disturbance at the crosswalk on Crocker
Avenue in front of Sheffield School.
Found to be issues between parent and
crossing guard. Advised of options.
Saturday 10-13

2:00 p.m. Walk-in to station reported an
assault at a High Street address.

, was arrested and charged wi
domestic assault and battery.
4:02 p.m. Report of an unwanted person
at a 3rd Street address. Subject placed
in protective custody.
Sunday 10-14
11:35 p.m. Report of a disturbance at a

neighbor's at a K Sireet address.

- was arrested and charged with
omestic assault and battery.

Monday 10-15

11:68 p.m. Report of a loud noise distur-
bance at an E. Main Street address.
Caller reports hearing screaming and
chanting. Found o be some sort of
school gathering. Everything okay.
Tuesday 10-16

437 pm. Report of a breaking and
entering at a 3rd Street address. Money
and medication missing. No sign of
forced entry. Report taken.

7:30 p.m. Report of a larceny from an
11th Street address. A wallet was stolen
by a family member. Report taken.
Wednesday 10-17

3:35 am. Report of a noise disturbance
at an E Main Street address. Caller
reports hearing a noise in basement.
Officer checked basement, nothing
found. Advised fo contact landlord.

OBITUARY

TURNERS FALLS - Lois A.
(Lilja) MacIntire. 77. of 116
Montague St., died Thursday
October 11th, 2007 at home.

She was born in Malden on
March 13th, 1930. She graduated
from Danvers High School in
1948 and the Salem Hospital
School of Nursing in 1951. She
had been a resident of Hopkinton
prior to relocating to Tuners Falls
in 2005.

Lois was a registered nurse for
the Adult Day Center in
Framingham for 23 years, retir-
ing in 2005.

Survivors include her husband
of 55 wyears, Raymond I
MacIntire, a son, Allan K. and his
wife Faith Diemand of Wendell. a

Lois Maclntire, 77, of Turners Falls

1 ois MacIntire

daughter, Leanme MacIntire and
her husband David Zuckerman of
Bel Air, Md., a brother, Richard
Lilja of Danvers, two sisters,

Marilyn White of the state of
Florida and Sharon King of
Peabody. four grandchildren. two
great grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

A memorial gathering will be
held on a date and time to be
announced. Burial will be at the
convenience of the family.

There are no calling hours.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
Baystate Visiting Nurse
Association and Hospice, 101
Munson St., Suite 201, PO. Box
1558, Greenfield. MA 01302.

Kostanski Funeral Home is in
charge of  arrangements.
Sympathy message available at
www.kostanskifuneralhome.com

ART frompg 1

contact Carolyn Manley at 978-
544-7028.

Another aspect of the com-
mittee’s work will be “decorat-
ing the wall of the large meet-
ing room with composites of
historical photographs of
Wendell,” from the Wendell
historical commission’s collec-

this community space with an
upholstered 12-foot cornice
above the north facing bay win-
dow, done in blue paisley mate-
rial purchased from the Textile
Store in Greenfield, to match
the blue of the lower walls.
The walls in the hallway are
not entirely bare at this point,
either. Visitors during the dedi-
cation ceremony will see one

ridor: Jack Ellis’s ox team’s
yoke. Ellis farmed the spread
directly south of the town com-
mon for many years. The yoke,
which selectboard member Dan
Keller said recently should be
considered a testament to all
the hard work Wendell citizens
have done to create the new
town library and office build-
ing, will share wall space with
another

piece  of
local folk
art, with a
nod to
recent town
history: a
large quilt
honoring
the contri-
bution of
the town
newspaper,
the Wendell
1 Post, which
has entered
| a period of
dormancy

This period photo of the Wendell Depot train station, taken before the flood of 1937, will hang on
the wall of the meeting room in the new fown office building in Wendell Center,
along with a number of other vintage photos from the fown historical commission’s archive.

tion. von Ranson said. She said
the committee had already
added one decorative touch to

historic artifact of the town
center’s agricultural heritage,
hanging on the north-south cor-

recently,
but served
the town as
the month-
ly news
vehicle for many years.

The quilt, which has been
kept by Kathy Becker, will be

displayed in a plexiglass frame,
when funds are available to
mount it. It contains squares
made by a number of Wendell
citizens for the town’s bicen-
picturing

tennial celebration,

To submit artwork:

Artists, this is an exciting opportunity to have work
permanently on display at the new Wendell Town Offices.
» Art/photography by Wendell area artists, or Wendell scenes.

» Total budget $1500 to purchase 4-5 artworks

» Submissions will be juried by the Interior Design Committee

» Drop-off: Sat., Nov 17th 9:00-11:00 am at Town Office Building

» Pick-up: Sun., Nov 18th 3:00-5:00 pm

» Please label submissions with your name and phone number,

» Submissions will be kept in a secure area of the Town Offices.
Contact for more information:

Mary Gilman mcqilman@ais.net; Carolyn Manley cman 19@uwildblue.net;
Susan von Ranson 978-544-3758

numerous town buildings and
scenes, including a central
embroidered square showing
the front page of the Wendell

Post. W
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have put us so far back into the
fiscal year that we would have
had difficulty setting the tax rate.
So the finance committee voted
very reluctantly to take the entire
amount out of free cash.”

Mike Naughton, of Precinct 2,
questioned this approach. “If all
of this comes out of free cash,
doesn’t that essentially put us
$300,000 in the hole going into
next year’s budget process?”

John Hanold replied. “We are
starting the month of October
with $703.000 in fiee cash... So
it would indeed reduce the
amownt of free cash by $300,000;
it still leaves us with about
$400,000.”

Naughton was not impressed.

|
|
l

QUALITY VINYL
REFLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimales

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

Mass. Contractor Req.# 107 141
Mass. License #059565

“Well, that wasn’t quite my ques-
tion. We're using free cash to
fund the operating budget....
We're using essentially one-time
money to fund an ongoing
expense. We're increasing our
appropriation to the schools by
$300,000 over what town meet-
ing and the finance committee
recommended as being affordable
in June, and now we’re saying.
“Well, we’ll take it out of sav-
ings.” My question is, ‘Are you
saying we'll go into 2009 with no
problem because we have plenty
of free cash?”

“By no means,” Hanold
replied. “We're painfully aware
of your point. We will have used
a great deal of reserves in settling
the 2008 issues, and so we’ll have
a challenge ahead of us.”

l
|

T

JOE GRAVELINE

GCB, a great financial partner.

2
__ AN

MEMBER FDIC

Greenfield
Co-operative

TRADITIONAL PROGRESSIVE
LOCALLY FOCUSED

Supporting Franklin County
for the past 102 Years!

Greenfield, Northfield, Sunderland, Shelburne ATM
Reach all locations....413 772-0293

MEMBER SIF

Bank

=

ECGUAL
HOUSING
LENCER

BestlLocalBank.com

Naughton pursued his quarry.
“Do you have plans for dealing
with that challenge?”

Hanold paused before reply-
ing, “We have not yet begun the
budget cycle for the next fiscal
year. It’s a little early to speak on
behalf of the whole committee.
But I'll tell you we’ve been talk-
ing about this back to April. I
would say there is no specific
plan. And T would say: cost con-
trol and revenue enhancement.
That and a quarter will get you a
cup of coffee.”

Not at any coffeeshop around
here. Naughton: “With all due
respect, it seems to me a little late
to be thinking about this problem.
We walked into it at the district
meeting, when it was recom-
mended to spend this money in
the first place. At the time, there
was no clear recommendation
from town leaders where this
money would come from. If you
don’t think an override is going to
pass, then you only have one
choice: taking at least some of it
out of the operating budget. I
think that taking all of it out of
free cash simply postpones the
problem. Does it not seem that we
are laying ourselves open to ask-
ing for an override next year, and
significant reductions in the town
operating budget, simply on the
basis of where the school appro-
priation is set?”

Hanold: “I recognize the prob-
lem. It’s a problem of some con-
cemn to me, and to other members
of the finance committee. I"d like
to go back to what Jeff said. At
the district meeting, we commit-
ted as a town to spending an addi-
tional $298,000. The question is,
“Where is it going to come from?”
The choice seemed best to us to
take it out of savings, as you put
it. T recognize that is not desir-
able, but it’s a pragmatic answer.”

Naughton persisted, “With all
due respect, it seems pragmatic
because you're really avoiding
the problem.” Naughton has been
hammering this same point at
town meeting for many years, but
his thunder was augmented by the
size of the reserve sums expended
this year.

Moderator Ray Godin cut him
off. “This is not a debating soci-
ety.” He thanked Naughton for

raising objections to the motion
on the floor, but asked him to
offer an amendment or sit down.

“It’s too complex to suggest
cuts in the operating budget
now,” Naughton said, “but I find
it very difficult to support this
article.”

As he took his seat, Robin
Sherman, of Precinct 1, took up
the gauntlet. “This question is to
the town accountant. Could you
please tell us what is the total

“Cost control
and revenue
enhancement:

that and a quarter
will get you a cup
of coffee.”

- Montague finance com-
mittee chair John Hanold,
speaking on the town's
budget prospects at town
meeting on October 11th

amount of reserves used to fund
the school budget this year?”

“Technically...” Carolyn
Olsen began. “Tt depends on how
we view that. ... The original arti-
cle (finding the G-M schools at
the June 2nd town meeting) had it
all out of taxation. So technically,
this is the only amount of reserves
that has been used for the operat-
ing budget of the schools for this
year.”

This was a careful answer,
which avoided mention of the
fact that in order to fund the
schools in June, Montague had
already expended $625,984 of its
reserves to balance its own oper-
ating budget. Adding on the
$297,596 that town meeting
eventually approved for the
schools last Thursday brings the
sum of reserves Montague has
spent to balance operating bud-
gets this year to a grand total of
$923,580, an amount that will be
built into the base for next year’s
budget cycle.

Sherman said, “T want to sec-
ond Mike Naughton’s concem
about the size of the problem this
creates for next year, and also to
suggest it may create a problem
for us this year, when we go fo
borrow money. The bond rating

agencies do not look very favor-
ably at funding operating expens-
es with one time sources that
we’re not going to have next
year.”

Precinct 2’s Art Gilmore said
the town was “between a rock
and hard place.” regarding the
supplemental appropriation for
the schools. “If we don’t go along
with this, we’ll be back here again
looking at another way to fund
the schools in November or
December.”

The motion passed, with a
number of dissenting voices.

Next. town meeting approved
a motion advanced by Singleton
to fund a long-range joint budget
plan for the town and the G-M
schools. Although both the
finance committee and the select-
board divided on the measure,
and Naughton once again rose in
opposition: “We already know
what the problems are. We need
to address them today...” still the
measure was approved by a voice
vote. The vote required a two-
thirds majority, since half the
funding for the $10.000 plan will
come from the education stabi-
lization fund.

Just before the vote on this
article, the selectboard’s Patricia
Pruitt delivered Naughton a tart
retort. “I"d like to urge Mr.
Naughton, since he feels we do
know the answer to all these
financial problems, that he would
out with it. T read his articles
the paper, which make it sound
like everything is absolutely
impossible, and yet I never hear a
solution offered.” Pruitt support-
ed the motion, saying a five-year
plan for the town and schools
would put us “ahead of the curve”
in devising solutions to the ongo-
ing fiscal crisis.

Although many in the audi-
ence shook their heads when
Godin declared a two-thirds
majority in support of the plan-
ning measure, no one stood to
oppose his declaration and
demand a standing vote, so the
article carried.

Turning to the police station,
town meeting sat through a slide
presentation from the building
committee familiar to those who
attended the village information

see MEETING pg 13
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION
BY FRED CICETTI

LEONIA, NJ - Q. If I have a
Jfever, at what temperatuve should
1 go to the doctor?

An oral temperature above
100 degrees Fahrenheit or a rec-
tal or ear temperature above 101
F is considered a fever in the
majority of adults.

If your temperature reaches
103 F. you should contact a
physician. Another alarm bell is a
fever that lasts more than three

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Feverish Advice

days.

In addition, get to a doctor
immediately if you have a fever
with any of the following:

Unrelenting vomiting, trouble
breathing, a strong headache,
confusion, pain when urinating,
swollen throat, skin rash, sensi-
tivity to light, stiff neck, chest
pain, extreme listlessness or irti-
tability, and abdominal pain.

A fever usually means your
body is fighting an infection from
bacteria or a virus. In older
adults, the immune system does-
n’t function as efficiently as it
does in younger people. The
body’s fever response to infec-
tion is not always automatic in

elderly people. More than 20 per-
cent of adults over age 65 who
have serious bacterial infections
do not have fevers.

Body temperature fluctuates
during the day between 97 F and
99 F. When you wake up, your
temperature is at the low end of
the range; it increases as the day
progresses. The common stan-
dard for a “normal” temperature
is 98.6 F. However, the range of
normal is about a degree above or
below 98.6.

Use a high-quality thermome-
ter to check your temperature.
Thermometers today are high-
tech electronic gizmos with
beeps and digital readouts. Those

mercury-filled glass thermome-
ters are out because they are envi-
ronmental hazards. Tympanic
thermometers that get a quick
read from the ear are good for
older adults.

Symptoms that can accompa-
ny fever include: headache, per-
spiration,  shivering, aches,
diminished appetite, dehydration
and malaise. A fever higher than
103 F can cause seizures and hal-
lucinations.

If you get a fever, it’s impor-
tant to take in enough liquids to
prevent dehydration.

Physicians often recommend
ibuprofen. acetaminophen or
aspirin to lower a high fever.

Taking medicine to lower a fever
is especially important for older
adults with heart conditions that
might be affected by the stress of
fever.

But don’t take any drugs with-
out medical supervision. Over-
the-counter medicines can be
harmful if you take too much of
them.

If you have a fever below 102
F. medicine isn’t usually recom-
mended to lower your tempera-
ture. Low-grade fevers may be
your body’s way of fighting an
infection. Take a tepid bath. Wear
lightweight clothes.

If you have a question, please
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com

If you have a question, please
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com.
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sessions in the rmun-up to
Thwrsday’s vote. At the outset,
committee member Jay
DiPucchio reminded the meeting
that putting off the long-delayed
building project would only
result in a higher construction
costs down the road. He gave the
example of the Gill-Montague
bridge, which the state estimated
would cost $12 million to repair
in 2000; now the price tag for the
same repairs has risen to $47 mil-
lion.

“Some have described the
current police station as an
embarrassment to the employees
who have to work there,” said
DiPucchio. “That might describe
the building inspector’s office.
This is a more serious matter.
We’re talking about the depart-
ment responsible for the safety of
our community.”

He said the current station
threatens the town with a “signif-
icant liability expense,” due to
dangerous conditions for staff,
detainees. and the public. He
concluded the committee had
worked hard over two years to
come up with “the right sized
project for our community’s
needs, and ability to pay for it.”

[Building inspector David
Jensen had criticized the size of
the proposed 12,000-square-foot
police station at the September

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

24th selectboard meeting, saying.
“Nobody’s fully addressing the
scale of this building. The police
station you are preparing to build
is the same size or bigger than
town hall.”’]

The estimated cost of borrow-
ing for the new police station will
add approximately $115 to the
average homeowner’s property
tax bill, if the town winds up bor-
rowing $5.5 million at 5% inter-
est for 20 years. The town has
received a $200,000 grant from
the state Executive Office of
Public Safety towards the cost of
the new station, and will be
applying for $700.000 in
Community Development Block
Grant funds for the project next
year, to help defray the cost.

Police chief Ray Zukowski
told town meeting members not
to worry that the police station
would be moving from down-
town. “We’re not moving to the
moon. We're just moving to a
more strategic location for access
to the other four villages. We will
be statistically dead center in the
middle to respond to the daily
police activities that we face.”

Zukowksi defended the build-
ing’s size, saying the committee
had pared it down from the
18,000-square-foot project rec-
ommended by their architect for
a community the size of
Montague, with the call volume
the Montague police department

handles. “It’s the same size as
Sirum Equipment or the
Montague highway building. It’s
not a monstrosity. This footprint
will give us a good-sized build-
ing to work in.”

Selectboard chair Pat Allen’s
remark from December of 2004,
when Zukowski won the unani-
mous endorsement of the board
to serve as Montague’s chief of
police, seemed on the mark when
town meeting approved the war-
rant article for the building pro-
ject without opposition. At the
time, Allen called Zukowksi the
right man to guide the process
forward and get a new police sta-
tion built. He moved one giant
step closer to that goal Thursday
night.

Speaking in favor of the new
station, Precinct 2’s Gilmore
said, “I support this project
wholeheartedly. We live on a
fixed income. We spend $1.00
every morming on two newspa-
pets. If we can’t put out $8.50 a
month for this, then something
must be wrong.

“Only a few of you remember
when the station was on Fourth
Street, next to the American
House,” Gilmore  continued.
“The only thing we had to worry
about in those days was the gam-
bling house getting raided on 2nd
Street, or over in the Patch. But
times have changed, and the
interstate is coming up from the

south,” bringing with it a host of
troubles, Gilmore said. “Now
look at where the police are: it’s a
dump. Would the teachers work
there? Put this before the voting
public. It’s something we were
asked to do 20 years ago. We're
faced with a situation that’s intol-
erable for them to work in.”

Town meeting agreed.

Turning next to the
Strathmore Mill, which the town
is taking for nearly $200,000 in
back taxes from the current
owner. Jerry Jones, town planner
Dan Laroche reminded town
meeting members they had voted
down a very similar proposition -
to spend $300,000 to buy the mill
complex outright from Jones -
falling eight votes shy of a two
thirds majority to do so on
October 24th, 2004, nearly three
years earlier.

So what has changed?

“None of us wants to own the
Strathmore complex,” said Allen,
speaking for the selectboard.
“We sure don’t want to own it for
very long. The fire on the morm-
ing of May 26th changed our
relationship with the complex.”
She cited the threat to
Southworth Paper if another fire
should break out at the unsecured
mill. Southworth is one of the
town’s major employers, and the
major revenue contributor to the
town’s sewage treatment plant.
She said the Strathmore held

potential to Montague’s future
tax base and economic develop-
ment. “We feel this is another
article that unfortunately must be
passed.”

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio spoke strongly in
favor of securing the mill build-
ings and structuring a request for
proposals to find a competent
buyer to develop the mill along
lines compatible with the town’s
plans for the historic industrial
district. “We have two buildings
that have to have their roofs put
on very quickly. This is an oppor-
tunity to take control of our
future. We have plenty of exam-
ples of what can happen if we
don’t take action,” he concluded.

Jeanne Golrick, speaking for
the abutting landowner, the
Montague Energy Group, which
had been dismantling the Indeck
coal plant and shipping it to
Guatemala earlier this year,
warned that the town would
inherit unresolved issues over
property boundaries and rights of
way if they took the Strathmore.
As she sat down, Precinct 2’s
Marge Levenson called the ques-
tion, and town meeting voted
unanimously to support the arti-
cle. and spend $300.000 to
secure the mill. Or nearly unani-
mously. Peter Golrick, of
Precinct 2, voted “No,” but too
quietly for his oppos-
ing vote to register. NE

91 MAIN STREET
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
(413) 773-7349

FAX 774-8938

§ Skole Insurance Agency

AUTO ¢« HOME + COMMERCIAL + MOTOR CLUB
LIFE AND HEALTH PLANS

DON SKOLE
PRESIDENT

(508) 544-5431

74 PROSPEDT &T.

CREATIVE HAIRCUTTING
PERMS & COLORS

Men, Women & Children

~SASTINES HRIRCREATIOYs

You ean get there from herve...

863 - 2022

TURNERS FALLS

Terrarium Supply
/’1 Rare, %
&, Tropicals

BLACK JUNGLE x-m~ ~

{ Carnivorcus Plants
%;’_ Poison Dart Frogs
413-883-2770 Mg,
www.blackjungle.com v
370 Avenue A, Turners Falls MA, 01376 g

@OVIVIW ENT TO EXCELLENCE

KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owner

enaissance
Builders

Stephen Greenwald

Pam Veith Real Estate

PO Box 272

Turners Falls, MA (1376
413/863-8316

Fax 413/863-9712

www.renbuild.net

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald | Iome Phone:413-851-0166
ABR, CR5,e-PRO, GRI, SRES,CBR
REALTOR Email bedson1@comcast.net

> I ~AER @ Blus

75 Main Street
Northfield, MA 01360
Office:413-498-0207

Oftc.Fax:413-498-0208

Home Fax:413-863-0218

“My Office is Always Open to You!”




14

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

October 18, 2007

JEP’S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XLX

Thrashed

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

GILL - I did what Pa told me to
do because I was afraid of him,
afraid of the razor strap that he
had hanging in the kitchen. I am
sure he felt that T deserved a
spanking, but I could seldom
remember what I'd done to
warrant it. I only remember the
sudden sting of the strap and the
anger and resentment that
welled up inside me. I may
have gotten into mischief, or
maybe he may have been
irritable. He would hit me until
I cried, then say, “Go outside
and pee. so the pee doesn’t

come out your eyes.”

After a while, I quit erying. I
don’t know why. Maybe it was
because he’d teased me about
peeing out of my eyes. Maybe I
was damned if I would give him
the satisfaction of seeing me
cry. Then, later, I couldn’t cry.

Sometimes, in frustration, Pa
thrashed me good. I just
covered my head with my arms
and curled up on the floor until
he wearied of hitting me.

His double razor strap had a
metal buckle that held two
strips of leather, bolted together
with an eye to hang it. He used
the double strap for sharpening
his straight razor. When he was

www.turnersfalisriverculture.org

Arts, Culture, Recreation in
Turners Falls. Log on and find out
what you are missing.

FOR SALE - High-quality legal
size 5-drawer file cabinets.
Finest domestic manufacture;
unbeatable price: $100. Just
Things. Open Mon-Sat. Call
First: (413) 498-5043.

CARPENTRY - No Job Too
Small - General Carpentry and
home repairs. Custom shelves
a specialty. Call David, 413-
863-9296.

TUTOR  AVAILABLE -
Emphasis on reading, writing
and verbal skills. Steady
clients only. Must be
motivated. (413) 863-5149.

VENDORS WANTED for
Wendell Holiday Fair, Dec, 1 &
2. For info contact: Marianne
at 978-544-8981 or
msundell65@hotmail.com.

CARTOONISTS Wanted for

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS cAll1 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free.

discussion group. Amateur or
pro. Call 659-5339 or email
kiwilkinson@comcast.net.

WANTED: Metal ice cube
trays with center divider. Call
413-863-8386.

HELP  WANTED: Sunday
brunch and line cook positions
open at The Copper Angel
Restaurant. Call 413-422-
2885.

CLERK NEEDED: Town of
Gill is looking for clerk to
assist Board of Health,
Planning Board, Zoning
Board of Appeals; 18 hrs/mo,
$11.42/hr. Basic secretarial,
computer skills and ability to
work independently; some
night meetings. Zoning
knowledge a plus! Call (413)
863-9347 for further info.

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS

RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 013176

.15 for each additional word

Check enclosed for

for

weeks.

Name

Phone

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

. B

56 4TH STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
HOME (413) 367-9970

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR
BROKER

B8 Sttty Tty

EAX (413) 863-4949

really angry, he’d hit me with
that. The leather was thicker
and heavier than the single
strap he used for everyday
thrashings. While flogging me
with the double razor strap, one
day, he grew weary of trying to
make me cry.

“This kid doesn’t seem to
feel any pain,” he said. “Let’s
see what he thinks of the other
end,” and hit me with the
buckle end. T jumped up. ran
off, and hid in the woods.

Along about suppertime, I
got cold and hungry and began
watching the house. Johnny
came by after work, but didn’t
stay. That meant Pa was still
home. 1 figured Johnny must
have gone home to Studer’s
shanty across the tobacco field,
because he didn’t spend any
more time at home than he had
to. when Pa was home.

As I lud in the woods, I
thought about the stew Amold
and Johnny had shared with me
that rainy day I spent in the
snug cabin. And I began to feel

hungrier, not so much for stew
but for the feeling of friendship
and acceptance and maybe even
love that I felt the day they
shared their stew with me.

The Essex backing out of the
driveway brought me back to
reality. There were no kids
outside after the car left. That
meant Pa had taken everyone
with him.

My stomach seemed to gnaw
on itself with hunger as I
watched the car drive away. I
started sneaking home to get
something to eat and some
warm clothes. I didn’t know
where I was going or what I
was going to do, but I knew I
was leaving. T had to cross an
open hayfield, and started
running, crouched down, when
a loud whistle stopped me in
my tracks. It was Johnny, out
looking for me. He took me
home to feed me the supper Ma
had left warming on the back of
the kitchen stove.

Johnny talked to me for a
long time that day. He told me

he knew how tough it was, but
there really wasn’t anything
else I could do, right at that
time.

“Keep out of the way, Joey.,
keep quiet, and do what he tells
you.”

Johnny never called him Tata
or Pa - just ‘he’ or ‘him’.

“Try not to get him mad,”
Johnny said. “Study hard in
school. Learn all you can for
yourself. Don’t study hard for
your mother, or him, or for the
teacher - do it for yourself.”

After that, when Johnny
stopped by in the evening with
Potter’s Mack truck, I was
always happy to see him. I
could tell he really liked me.
Sometimes he’d give me a
choice of a nickel or five
pennies to go do some chores,
like throwing hay down from
the haymow. or gathering eggs
in the henhouse. I always chose
the pennies, figuring that if I
lost one, I'd still have four left.

- Continued next week

Greenfield Commnity College Chorus Fall Series

N

Greenfield Community College Chorus opens its fall performance
series of classical and ethnic music from around the world with a
concert on Wednesday, October 241h from 12:15 fo 12:45 p.m. in
Sloan Theater at Greenfield Community College. The chorus will
perform a cappella and accompanied works under the direction of
Margery Heins, with _Amy Cranford, accompanist. The program,
entitled “Trip Around the World” includes music by Josquin,
Viadana, Poulenc, and Elliot 1 evine as well as arrangements of
folk songs from Ireland, Finland, England, Mexico, and Japan.
Conductor Margery Heins will talk about the program and the music
at the performance.

The concert is sponsored by the College Affairs Committee as part of
a week-long Cultural Fair at GCC scheduled for October 22nd
through 261th. All displays and programs are open to the publi.
The concert is also a preview of a longer performance by the GCC
Chorus to be given at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 181h at the
Trinitarian Congregational Church, Northfield. The GCC Chorus
also performs on Thursday evening, December 6th as part of the
Mousic Departments semester-end Ensembles Recital, 7 p.m. and on
Fréday, December 7th at noon, both in GCCY Sloan Theater.
Admission is free and the public is invited. 775-1171 for more info.

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer

TELE: (413) 772-8862 —— CELL: (413)512-0413
409 DEERFIELD STREET - GREENFIELD

Tell them you saw it in the

Mont g

"It's just a stone’s throiv from reality."
Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor

MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544-8646

Lockes Village Rd.
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

& WSS BREW
DIRECTED B¥ ERIN RICHAAM

£ SHEST STQRY

DIRECTED BY AMDREW BOLYIN

& GEHIC TALE

DIRECTED BY AMY CONMELLY

October 26 & 27
November 2 & 3

8 P.M. at the Shea Theater
71 Avenue A = Turners Falls, MA

Opening Night:
Carme in a spooky costime and
get a $2 discount!

Second Weekend:
TFHS Band Boosiers Benefil

TICKETS $12
$10 SENIORS & UNDER 18

This performance is not
appropriate for young children.
Reserve your tickets at the Shea
Box Office by calling
413.863.2281 extension
or purchase at the World Eye Bookshop
The Country F'Ia1yar5 15 a registerad
non-profit 501c3 organization
www.countryplayers.org

HK

Sharon Cottrell

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

Property Manager

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A

PO Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413-863-9433

professionally managed by:

& [&]
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19TH

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Ray Mason Band and Angry
Johnny and the Killbillies. Come to
dance. 9:30 p.m.

Concert at the Bookmill: The Lary
Dougher Band. Blues and beyond.
Larry pays fribute to his blues
heroes, and infuses the Chicago
blues with his own intensity and fear-
lessness: www.ldband.com. Food &
drink available from the Lady
Killigrew Pub. 8 p.m., $12.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20TH

Chris Chandler, folk singer, song-
writer and spoken-word performing
artist will appear at the Echo Lake
Coffee House at the Town Hall, 9
Montague Road, Leverett. Chris will
be accompanied by Boston-based
musician, Jim Infantino. Admission
is $12/$10 seniors. 413-548-93%4.

Five College Consort of Viols: Bach
and Purcell Fugues and Fantazias
in Deerfield. 7:30 p.m. at Caswell
Library, Main School Building,
Deerfield Academy, Old Main
Street, Deerfield. Pre-concert talk
by Walter Denny at 7 p.m. $25 gen-
eral, $35 preferred, $10 student.
Information at 413-534-8888 or
www.arcadiaplayers.org.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY,

OCTOBER 20TH & 218T

Arena Civic Theatre presents
Phantom Tollbooth. At the Shea
Theater, Ave A, Turners Falls.
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday
at 2 p.m.. Tickets are $13 for adults,
$11 for seniors and students, and
$8 for children ages 12 and under.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21ST
Scandinavian dances are Third
Sundays at the Montague Grange,

tional couples dancing will be
played by Marilyn Butler, Andrea

Larson and Amy Parker & friends. |

Finnskogspols and other dances
will be taught by Joan and Jim
Savitt. All levels of experience are
welcome! No partner necessary.
$8 donation suggested. 3 to 6 p.m.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Curly Fingers Dupree Band, local
rockers. Come to dance. 9:30 p.m.

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Karaoke, 8 p.m. - 12 am., free.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22ND
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo,
Turners Falls, 6 - 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24TH
At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Quiz night with W. Quizmaster
Chad. 8 p.m., free.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25TH

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Open
Mic, all levels welcome. Host Peter
Kim. 8:30 p.m. to midnite. No cover.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26TH

Healing Environment Concert Series
at the Franklin Medical Center last
Fridays, in the main lobby. Tim Van
Egmond, hammered dulcimer,
October 26th; Jerry Noble and Bob
Sparkman, jazz duo, November
30th; and the Northside Saxophone
Quartet in a special holiday concert,
Friday, December 21st.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Fern and et
sec Amis, cajun music. 9 to 11 p.m.

NMH Concerts Showcase World
Jazz. Northfield Mount Hermon
School welcomes the public and
families of students to two free con-
certs. 2:30 at Memorial Chapel, the
World Music Combo Sax Quartet will
perform traditional music from India
and Africa, as well as American jazz.
The World Music Percussion
Ensemble has lined up two African
chant rhythms and a Korean drum
improvisation. At 7:30, Memorial
Chapel, the Jazz Ensemble per-
forms three modern jazz composi-
tions, featuring NMH students. The
Concert Band plays contemporary
pieces; Fanfare for the Common
Man, Flight of the Flutes, and Songs
of Earth, Sky, Water, and Fire.
Directions call 498-3000 or
www.nmhschool.org.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Love Bomb - rock. Come to
dance! 9:30 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 26TH & 27TH

The Country Players presents:
Haunted Lives, three short plays by
John Pielmeier. At The Shea

Montague Center. Music for tradi- —

el

|

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Remembering Matt, an assemblage
exhibit of original, collaborative work
inspired by Matthew Leighton at the

Artspace,

from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. info 772-6811.

Theater, Turners Falls. Continues
November 2nd & 3rd. Reserve
tickets 863-2281.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27TH

Silent Auction at The Pushkin, 332
Main St., Greenfield. Artlwork by
Kerry Anne Kazokas. Live music by
Adam Bergeron, 4 - 5:30 p.m., Joy
Sumberg, 6 - 7:30 p.m., John Clark,
8-9:30 p.m. Bidding begins at4 p.m.
and ends at 9 p.m. Take home the
artwork at the end of the night!

Pioneer Valley Symphony Orchestra
and Chorus begins its 69th season of
Youthful Visions with a program of
“Auspicious Beginnings,” featuring
early works of Barber, Bernstein and
Puccini. Local tenor Alan Schneider
and baritone Anfon Belov join the
PVS in Puccini’s only choral mass,
Messa a 4 Voci. Paul Phillips, PVS
Music Director, conducts. Music at
7:30 p.m., with pre-concert falk at 7
p.m. Greenfield High School
Auditorium, 1 Lenox Ave, Greenfield.
Advance tickets are $20 general,
$16 senior, $12 student and $6 chil-
dren. www.pvso.org or 773-3664.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Milers Falls:
Halloween party costume contest.

Greenfield. Monday to
Friday, 1 to 6 p.m. until November 2nd
and Saturdays October 20th & 27th

Come to dance! 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendel: Lost in the
Groove, rock and blues. 9to 11 p.m.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28TH
Quabbin Reservation Exploration.
Join Dave Small in search of migrat-
ing waterfowl and song birds inside
the gates of the Quabbin's water-
shed. Bring lunch, water, camera,
binoculars and your sense of adven-
ture. Meet at the Millers River
Environmental Center, 100 Main
Street, Athol at 8 a.m. for carpooling.
(978) 413-1772, Dave@dhsmall.net,
to pre-register. Space is limited.

| THROUGH OCTOBER

Time Mural Changes the Scene at
the Village Co-op throughout
October. Gardener and Macaylla
Silver are painting the walls with a
Time Mural, which will change as the
painting continues and then disap-
pear on October 31st. Open 7 a.m. -
7 pm., 7 days a week during
October. The Village Coop, 180
Rattlesnake Gutter Road, Leverett
367-9794.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND
Moonlight and Morningstar at the
Smokin’ Hippo restaurant this
Friday and every first Friday of the
month though February. The
Smokin’ Hippo, 20 French King
Highway (Rt. 2), Erving. (413) 423-
3220, www.thesmokinhippo.com.

THROUGH NOVEMBER 4TH
Made of Thunder, Made of Glass:
American Indian Beadwork of the
Northeast features one hundred
beaded bags and hats from the
Gerry Biron & JoAnne Russo col-
lection. Accompanied by contempo-
rary paintings of Native Americans
by Gerry Biron, of Mi'kmag descent.
Memorial Hall Museum, Deerfield.
11 am.-5p.m. 774-7476.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD
The Echo Lake Coffee House at the
Town Hall, Leverett hosts CD
Release Party for Peter Siegel's
new album, Living in Rome. Ethan
Hazzard-Watkins accompanies on
fiddle. Admission $12/$10 seniors,
7:30 p.m. info: 548-9394.

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-n, 3 - 6 pm.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m.
THURS - Drop-n, 3-6 pm.

& Movie Night, 6 -8 pm.

Free (except some trips), apen to local
teens. Some require permission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559,
Hot Spot Teen Center is in

The Brick House
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376

ONGOING

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Turners Falls on dis-
play: Michael Yamashita's Greatf
Wall of China & The Silk Road. On
display through December 16th.

Memorial Hall Theater

PUTHOLE PCTURES

Frida &Saturdag
October 19th & 20th 7:30 p.m.

The €Gay Divorcee
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers

delight in their first turn as a movie
starﬁair_ Cole Porter songs include
“Night and Day". Directed by Mark
Sandrich. 1934. NR. 105 min. B&W

Music: before movie 7 p.m. : Friday & Saturday Lec T.
Baldwin & friends, folk rock.

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

GRERNFIFLD
CALDEN

CINEMAS

Main St. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas.net
Showtimes for
Fri. Oct. 19th - Thurs, Oct 26th

Contact Famous Bill’s for a
Dinner & Movie Deal

1. THE GAME PLAN PG

DALY 7:00 930

MAT FRL SAT, SUN. MON 12:00 3:00
2. 30 DAYS OF NIGHT

DALY 7:00 930 R 1in DTS sound
MAT FRL SAT, SUN. MON 12:00 3:00
3. THE HEARTBREAK KID

DALY 7:00 930 R

MAT FRL SAT. SUN. MON 12:00 3:00
4. ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE
PG13

DALY 645 9:15

MAT FRL SAT. SUN 12:15 3:15
5.MICHAEL CLAYTON R
DALY 645 9:15

MAT FRL SAT. SUN. MON 12:15 3:15
6. THE COMEBACKS PGI3
DALY 6:30 9:00 in DTS sound
MAT FRL SAT, SUN. MON 12:30 3:30
7. THE FIRE NEXT TIME

DALY 6:30 9:00 1in DTS sound
MAT FRL SAT, SUN. MON 12:30 3:30

Beer

Fine Wine
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m.

Friday 10/26
Cajun: Fern and et sec Fmis
Saturday 10/27 RockiBlues ¢
in the Groove
Sunday 10/28
Acoustic Duo
Steve Crow & Deter Kim
Music 9 - 11 p.m. Weekends
NO COVER ANY NIGHT!

978-544-BREW

57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

(]

Upcoming at the Discovery Center

Wwinter hours open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday & Saturday and by special arrangement.

[FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19TH

Discover watershed wonders: Exhibit
tour. 1 to 2 pm. Join fish and wildlife
service staff for an mterpretive tour and
exploration of our exhibits. Joumey the
410 pules of the Connecticut River
watershed without getting your feet wet.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20TH
Watershed Wonders: Exhibit Tours. Join

US Fish and Wildlife Service staff for an
interpretive tour and exploration of our
exhibits. 1 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26TH

Owls, Bats, and Pumpkins. Join Refuge
staff as we explore these signs of
October's end. 11 am to 12 pm.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27TH
Explore Nature along the Bike Path.

Find signs of anmimals and plants prepar-
ing for winter. If weather is poor, we wnll
explore the exhibits in the Center. 8:30 -
9:30 am

Octoher Phato Display by John Green -
Naturalist Photographer. Visit the Great
Falls Discovery Center’s Great Hall to
see these natural history photographs. .

Great Falls Discovery Center,
(413) 863-3221

2 Avenue A, Turners Falls
www.greatfallsma.org

Professional Painting & Decorating
Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346

Cetebrasing oo 970k b

- daysone Soipiurs | | About Town Taxi
. Po[rﬁ'@u’y - . —
. .—-—-&?w'* E E :
 [Fine Ari Drawings and | Frasff;}';:,"g:;;?yf
Paintings
BY CHANCE OR (413) 774-4000
TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 APPOINTMENT.
email: carnagehouse@signedinstone.com Bank Row
65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 Greenfield
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A Natune Walk in Yunnens Falls

BY DAVID DETMOLD - Since
May, Steve Winters has been
leading morning nature walks
along the Connecticut River and
around downtown Turners Falls.
Called “Nature at 8. the walks
have departed from the bird bath
in front of the Great Falls
Discovery Center, and followed a
circuit across the IP footbridge to
the far bank of the power canal,
along the bike path to Unity Park.
stopping at the old bridge abut-
ments before backtracking up
Williams Way to L Street, past
the community gardens., before
making a final stop at the Avenue
A, for a cup of coffee, naturally.

The walks never draw much
of a crowd. “Sometimes two peo-
ple come; sometimes only one,”
remarked Winters unconcerned-
ly. Sometimes Winters, a natural-
ist and geologist working part
time for the Department of
Conservation and Recreation
during the summer, just makes
the circuit by himself.

“It’s great to be out at this time
of day,” said Winters on Tuesday,
October 16th, as he started out on
his next to last nature walk of the
season. The guided walks will
resume next May.

As he stood on the narrow spit /e
of grass between the power canal |§

and the Connecticut, Winters
gazed across to the confluence of
the Falls River. With the main
force of the river’s current run- |
ning in the manmade channel |
behind him, mist rose off the sur- §
face of the water in mare’s tails, |
serrated with slanting shelves of §
sedimentary rock from the §
riverbed below. Across the way,
trees on the far bank were begin-
ning to show fall color, later and
less brilliant than in recent years.

“T love this view. It looks so
primal here.” Winters said. “It’s a
nice, peaceful spot.”

He searched the scene for
mergansers, who tend to frequent
this stretch of calm. shallow
water, but found only “one lone
duck - a female mallard.” pad-
dling off in the direction of Gill.

We stood quietly. After a
moment, a crow took off heavily

from the canalside
bank and flapped
toward a solitary poplar

tree growing from an
islet in midstream. It
dove into the green -
gold foliage and dis-
lodged another bird,
which flew a few
dozen yards down-
stream and hovered
there, forty feet in mid-
air, with the sun reflect-
ing off its white chest
feathers and the under-
sides of its wings.
Winters caught the
sight in his binoculars.

“It’s a kingfisher!”
he exclaimed. “T didn’t
know kingfishers could
hover like that....”

The kingfisher beat
its wings rapidly, but
remained  otherwise
stationary, until it suddenly dove
straight down to the water’s sur-
face as if it had spotted prey,
before pulling up short and flying
back to the disputed poplar,
perching on a branch at a safe
remove from the interloping
CIOW.

The confluence of the Fall River and the Connecticut

Backtracking across the foot-
bridge, Winters stopped to watch
a construction crew working at
the top of the fish ladder, where a
new conduit had recently been
installed beneath the dam to ease
the passage for migrating fish, so
they would no longer have to

Steve W’mtm‘ pamf.r out an amared mudball by the Red Bridge abammz‘
Turners and Gill bave the only know terrestrial alluvial fan examples of
this unusual geologic phenomenon.

“I have to learn to stay put and
be attentive,” said Winters.

A cormorant lifted heavily off
the river and pumped its wings,
gaining speed and holding alti-
tude just above the surface of the
water as it made its way toward
the mouth of the Fall River.

cross the rapid spillway current
to get upstream. The nearly com-
pleted bike path was closed tem-
porarily for repairs to the fence,
before the entire path is turned
over to the Department of
Conservation and Recreation,
who will manage and maintain it.

Crossing beneath the bridge
and behind the police station,
‘Winters stopped by the riverbank
upstream of the dam, where a
very different body of water
flowed: wide and full despite a
summer of little rain. Six mal-
lards departed hastily from the
shallow water near the bank at
his approach. As they reached
midstream, five trned southeast,
with the sun on their faces; the
other glided nonchalantly down-
streain toward the dam.

On the telephone wire above
the buoys separating -errant
boaters from the dam, five
solemn cormorants sat. As
Winters approached along the
shore. one spread its wings and
held them open to the sun. He
said sometimes as many as 50 or
60 cormorants sit here, on the
buoys and on the wires, socializ-
ing in the morning, and examin-
ing the passing water for fish.

He looked down from the old
Red Bridge abutment, but saw
no fish. Only a red plastic shop-
ping cart, broken free of the herd
at Brooks, and now reef building
beneath the stone foundation.
‘Winters said another domestic
escapee - a white and brown rat -
also makes his home near the

bridge abutments.

Standing by the line of mill-
stones that line the parking lot,
each with their own carved iden-
tifying numbers - were they once
employed at the cutlery? - he
looked across the cove toward
Eagle Island, where, Winters
said, the juveniles have long
since left the nest. But the adults
are occasionally seen, renovat-
ing in advance of winter. “The
nest kind of falls apart in sum-
mer,” said Winters, and in the
fall the adult eagles bring sticks
to rebuild it. Once, recently,
Winters watched an adult eagle
on the °‘Eagle Cam’ at the
Discovery Center, standing in
the nest with a fish in his mouth,
for about half an hour, looking
disoriented, with no young
mouths to feed.

Walking back to town via the
L Street community gardens, the
chickadees were much in evi-
dence, working over the seed
heads of the late blooming sun-
flowers. Brussels sprouts grow
to great heights. with no one har-
vesting them. Feral cats line the
warm doorways of Fourth Street,
one more sign of nature return-
ing to downtown to claim her
OWIL
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NORTRAMPION - KEENE - BAATLEB0R0 - ASTHAMPION - TURNITURLO

CALL 863-8666

Specializing in unique hair designs

[della

THE SALON

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003
Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call!

\
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

E—
f'%l COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

£ Shocks * Tires ¢ Batteries ¢ Starters
“==aw Struts * Tune-ups + Brakes + Oil Change
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

+ 413-863-2236

FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATIOMN: MO, 13051

S .
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MontagueWebWorks.com

413.522.4808

st s 413-863-2295
123 Avenue A, Turners Falls

TOGNARELLI
HEATING & COOLING

* Specializing in Repairing & Installation
* Gas & Oil Systems * Radiant Heat, Gas Piping

* The Gas Experts

SPACE PAC

Central Air - Anywhere

THE TEXTILE CO. INC.
Retail Fabric Store

s Cotton * Silks Polyesters * Vinyls *

* Quilting Supplies * Patterns * Calicos * Notions
CASH & CHECKS ONLY

on.-Sat. $-5:20, Fri, til 820 * Closed Mon. - June, July, August =

Power Square

Upholstery Material ]

(413) 773-7516






