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Three Trustees 
Who Want to 
Become Librarians 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVINGSIDE - In 
Erving, the three elected 
library commissioners 
have doubled - or n·ipled 
- as the town librarians 
for a good many years. 
Selectboard chair Andy 
Tessier recalls the town 
used to have a paid 
librarian once, but when 
no one could be found to 
take her place, the 
library commissioners 
stepped in to take her 
place. And they've been 
checking out books ever 
since. 

"As far as we know, 
we are 

the 

only town in 
Massachusetts where the 
tlustees mn the library," 
send Marcia Bernard, 
one of the three. 

"We got rid of the two 
zip codes, the two area 
codes, now it's time to 
get rid of this," said 
Marion Overgaard, 
another trnstee. 

Along with Beth 
Bazler, Bernard and 
Overgaard have made 
impressive progress at 
the Erving public libra1y 
in the last five years. For 
one thing, they consoli­
dated operations at the 
Ervingside branch, and 
persuaded the town to 
dose the undemtilized 

which for a number of 
years was located in the 
basement of town hall. 
They modernized the 
collection, expanded the 
hours of operation, took 
courses in library sci­
ence, and began tracking 
the steady increase in 
circulation that fol­
lowed. They received 
state accreditation for 
the Erving Libra1y in 
2001, and began utiliz-

see LIBRARY pg 8 

Marion Overgaard, Beth Baz!er and Marcia Bernard mqy be the hardest working library 
trustees in the Commomvealth. In the last five years, thry have brought the Erving 

Ubrary .rystem in line with state accreditation standards. Now thry want to be librarians. 

Selectboard Hears 
Main Road Complaints 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - Work is pro­
ceeding on the three 
mile, $3.7 million over­
haul of the north section 
of Main Road, but there 
have been a few bumps 
along the way. The 
selectboard heard com­
plaints on Monday, 
November 27th about 
the lowering of the 
roadbed near Upinngil 
Fann and complaints of 
dust, inaccessible mail­
boxes, and residents 
unable to get out of their 
driveways in time for 
work or appointments. 

"There may be some 
things we need to 
change to make things 
easier for our people," 
said board member Ann 
Banash. 

Full depth road 
reconstl1.1ction will con­
tinue in spring north to 
the town line, so the 
board said residents will 
have to get used to liv­
ing with inconvenience. 
Highway superintendent 
Mick Laclaire, the 
town's go-to guy for 
Main Road complaints, 
had a generally positve 
view of F&J Constmc-

tion's work to date. 
"I'm pretty im­

pressed with how much 
they've gotten done in a 
sho1t time. All the (later­
al) crosses and catch 
basins are in up to 
Mount He1mon Road." 

Reached after the 
meeting, Cliff Hatch, 
proprietor of Upillllgil 
Farm, said, "The access 
to my fa1m has been 
horrible. It's the first 
year I haven't sold all 
my pumpkins. People 
have to park down the 
road and walk up to buy 

see GILL pg3 

Superintendent Sue Gee(~ confers with Montague selectboard chair Patricia Pruitt before the start 
of Tuesday night's school closing debate. Kris Bf!Jle (4 rear) talks with Ted Castro-Santos. 

THREE VOTES TAKEN; Al.l FAil TO GAIN MAJORITIES 
School Committee Members Outline Positions 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The Gill-Montague Re­
gional School Committee 
failed to reach consensus 
on closing an elementa1y 
school in Montague on 
Tuesday, but several key 
members indicated a will­
ingness to re-examine 
options in view of a pro­
jected $800,000 budget 
gap looming over the dis­
n·ict. The committee took 

BY JOSEPHAPARZYOI 
GILL - Recently, resi­
dents of Main Road were 
surprised to find four-foot 
deep trenches appearing 

three votes on various ele­
menta1y configurations, all 
of which failed to reach 
needed majorities. 

The first vote, on a 
motion by Mike Lang­
knecht, seconded by Ted 
Castro-Santos, would have 
created an early education 
center at Hillcrest 
Eleme11ta1y, where Monta­
gue pre-K students would 
be educated. Forty-five 

pre-K students are present­
ly schooled at Hillcrest, 
which is also home to 
about 125 students in 
grades K-2. Under Lang­
knecht's proposal, the K-2 
students at Hillcrest would 
move to Sheffield, expand­
ing the grade span at that 
school from 3 - 6 to K-5 or 
K-6. The Montague Center 
School would also expand 

see SCHOOLS pg 10 

dTurtles 

overnight between the 
end of their driveways 
and the road reconstl1.1c­
tion project on the no1th 
side of town. The prob-

lem has been aggravated 
in the vicinity of the 
Upillllgil farm stand and 

see MAIN ROAD pg 6 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
How About a ... ? 

Quickie 
Quickie is a 2 year old female 

greyhound in need of a good 
home.Quickie is a love. She 
wants to sit in your lap and give 
you butterfly kisses! She is ve1y 
gentle and affectionate. Oh, and 
did we mention that she is 
absolutely lovely? She is almost 
peach colored. Quickie will do 
well in a home with kids over 10, 
cats and dogs. For more infonna­
tion on adopting Quickie, please 
contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email at 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

Residents of Gill 
Special Town Meeting 
Revising zoning bylaws to create 

•Village commercial distric • 
Limits on big retail stores 

•Flag lots 
•Conservation development 

Dec 11th, 7 P.M. 
Town Hall 

tltl)t 
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hiring 
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can: 863-8666 

or emall: 
reporter@montaguema.net 

'Qt:b.c ;fflonta gu.c 
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Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

24 3rd Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for e1rnrs in adve1tise­
ments, but will print without 
charge that part of the adver-

tisement in which an effor 
occutTed. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse 

advertising for any reason and 
to alter copy or graphics to 
confonn to standards of the 

newspaper 
Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Make Gingerbread Houses FACES & PLACES 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Children 
of all ages and their families are 
invited to make easy ginger­
bread houses at the Carnegie 
Libra1y on Saturday, December 
2nd at 2 p.m. Bev Whitbeck 

will nm the free program and 
all of the materials, which 
include graham crackers, 
candy, and frosting, will be pro­
vided. For more information, 
please contact the Carnegie 
Libraiy, 863-3214. 

Preschool Story Hour Meets Wednesdays 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS 
Korey Martineau of 
Turners Falls and other 
young children made 
multi-colored flowers at 
the Carnegie Library 
Preschool Story Hour on 
Wednesday, November 
29th. They were inspired 
to mix colors after the 
reading of the story 
"Mouse Paint." The Story 
Hour meets every 
Wednesday morning at 
10:15 a.m. For more infor­
mation, call 863-3214. 

Montague Men's Basketball League 
Captains' Mt>eting 
Thursday, Decembt>r 12th, 
6:30 p Ill. 

A mandatory, pre-season 
captains' meeting has been 
scheduled for Thursday, 
December 12th at the Unity 
Park field house in Turners 

Falls, at 6:30 p.m. 
Team registration will con­

tinue tmtil Friday, December 
22nd, when the team fee of 
$535 and team rosters ai·e due. 
Players must live or work in the 
town of Montague be eligible to 
play. Teams will not be placed 
on the league schedule lllltil the 

team fee is paid in full. League 
games are played Monday and 
Wednesday evenings from 
Janua1y through Mai·ch. Team 
representatives may contact the 
Montague parks and recreation 
office at 863-3216 to register 
and to receive more infonna­
tion. 

UMass Basketball & Hockey Bus Trips 
Montague Parks & Recrt>ation 
Department - Be pa1t of 
Minuteman Madness! Enjoy 
exciting family outings at the 
raucous Mullins Center on the 
UMASS - Amherst Campus. 
Don't wony about the driving 
and parking issues. Join us on 
the bus. Register for one or 
both games -Now!- Tickets will 
certainly go fast! Families of all 
ages are encouraged to register; 
children must be accompanied 
by an adult 21 years or older. 

The Men's Basketball team 
will be playing their archrival 

Temple Owls on Saturday, 
Januaiy 13th at 7:00 pm. This 
trip is co-sponsored by the St. 
Kaziemerz Society of Turners 
Falls. Tickets are for reserved 
seating, and are $13.00 per tick­
et for Montague residents, and 
$15 per ticket for non-residents. 
Non-residents may register 
beginning Monday, December 
11th. 

The Men's Hockey team will 
be playing against the 
Providence Friars on Saturday, 
February 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Tickets are general admission, 

and are $14.00 per ticket for 
Montague residents, and $16.00 
per ticket for non-residents. 
Non-residents may register 
beginning Tuesday, January 8th. 

Fees for both events include 
ticket and transportation only. 
The bus leaves for both games 
from Unity Pai·k promptly at 
5:00 p.m. Trips are first come, 
first serve; registration deadlines 
and emollment limits apply. 
Contact the MPRD Office to 
receive additional registration 
infonnation and a Winter 
Program Flier at 863-3216. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES December 4th -8th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Make meal 
reservations a day in advance 
by 11 a.m. Messages can be 
left on the machine when the 
center is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reser­
vations by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 4th 
10: 15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 5th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednt>sday, 6th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 7th 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 8th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. For information 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva­
tions a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 

Thursday shopping, or med­
ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 4th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 5th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wt>dnesday, 6th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 7th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call 
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate trans­
portation. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

1t1 

8uvin& -0nd selling used books 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND F"LQOR 
SHELBURNE F"ALLS 1 MA 

413-625-9850 
ndo1e@crocker.com closed Mondays 

We've Got You Covered! 
SAJJJBPAY SPECIAL 

Artist 
Supplies 
25% Off 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 863-4346 
. . . . - - -

187 Avenue A. Turners Falls• 863-4346 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• eyste111 ~000 
(E11etgy 1<111et1ed 

• Thet1110 Ptlde 

• We11-Mela111 

• Othet Majot Bta11d.c 
• Expett B11t11et 

•etvlee 

( 413) 773-3622 
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Belling the Cat on Avenue A 
GILL 
continued from pg 1 
milk. And I look at the new 
level of the road and say, 'Oh, is 
this where we're ending up?' 
It's not going to work." 

ve1t in." 
Shirley Flagg and her daugh­

ter Joanne Rabideau came to 
the meeting after Laclaire had 
left. "We've got tiucks parking 
in my fields and driveway," 
Flagg said. "I thought the gully 
was going to be leveled, but 
now it's way down. Why?" 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS - Ludlow 
Construction superintendent 
Scott Pio decided 16 feet of 
ledge was too much to bang 
away with the hoe-ram on the 
Avenue A sewer project, so he 
called in O'Sullivan Blasting 
from North Smithfield, R.I. to 
drill and blast the ledge. 

The only problem is the 
new sewer installation rnns 
next to the old sewer line, 
which is live with a stream you 
could go white river rafting 
on. Breaking that would put 
the company in deep doo-doo, 
lots of it. 

Flooding Avenue A with 
raw sewage just before 
Thanksgiving was too grim a 
notion to contemplate. Water 
mains also run on both sides of 
the sewer, as well as a gas 
main by the sidewalk. A worst­
case scenario would be to have 
water and sewer breaks simul­
taneously. 

allow the 
material to 
e x p a n d 
enough to 
fracture the 
ledge. 

2. Dry ice 
and water 
could be put 
down the 
holes, but the 
fractured 
nature of the 
ledge would 
make that 
option large­
ly ineffectu­
al. 

Hatch said the roadbed, 
which was supposed to rise by 
several feet in the original 
design, has now been dropped 
several feet in front of his fa1m­
stand parking lot. The change in 
gradient has made it exceedinly 
tough for milk trucks or cus­
tomers' cars to enter his lot, 
which is a very busy place 
come strawberry season. 

The problem is also severe 
across the road at the Flaggs' 
residence, but there is more 
room on that side of the road to 
grade back the slope at which 
their driveway meets the new 
road level. 

"Cliff's is harder to deal 
with," Laclaire admitted. He's 
afraid he's going to lose some 
parking. If we put a retaining 
wall up, that's a change on our 
pa1t." 

"That still needs to be 
addressed," said Banash. "Is it 
going to be fixed before win­
ter?" 

"The gully is going to be 
there a while," Banash told her. 

Rabideau wondered how 
long it would be before a postal 
employee or news caITier drove 
off the road tiying to reach a 
mailbox. And both women said, 
now that a tempora1y coat of 
blacktop had been laid down, 
people were speeding over the 
new sti·etch of road. 

"The day they put the black­
top down, that night the police 
were there with radar," said 
board member Phil Maddem. 
He said the police would moni­
tor the situation as needed. 

Driller David Faff drilled a 
row of 2½-inch relief holes 
through the ledge, eighteen 
feet down, in anticipation of 
blasting, but the drill rig broke 
down. 

3. "Dyna­
mite is the 
way to go," 
maintained 
driller David 
Farr, but he 
did not want 
to take re­
sponsibility 
for the possi­
ble conse­
quences. 
Back to bell­
ing the cat. 

Allied breaker jackhammering on Avenue A after the 
ledge is softened up by drilling 4 inch holes 18 feet deep, 

two feet apart. Watch out for that se1ver main! 

Laclaire was cautious. 
"They think so, yes. They're 
hoping to get the tmtle box cul-

In other news, Gill's tax rate 
has been set at $13.54 per thou­
sand. The figure is easy to 
remember: it matches the last 
four digits of Gill's zip code. 
Administrative assistant Deb 
Roussel said the tax rate had 
been moderated this year by the 
state's early 90% repayment for 
the high school building pro­
ject. 

Earlier this week a meeting 
was held with all parties 
involved in the project, result­
ing in no one wanting to take 
responsibility for breaking the 
live sewer. Blasting the ledge 
was a scenario reminiscent of 
'Belling the Cat': a great idea, 
but... .. 
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Since the end of this phase 
of the sewer project is near, 
Pio decided the pmdent course 
of action would be to have 
O'Sullivan's drill operator 
bore four-inch diameter holes 
two feet apa1t for the length of 
the trench to facilitate break­
ing up ledge using Ludlow's 
Allied hammer attachment on 
their Cat excavator. 

There were three other 
options considered at the sum­
mit meeting: 
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ART/ & ICICLE/ PARTICIPANT/ 
1 GREAT FALLS DISCOVERY CENTER X7 CUP O' JOE 
2 BOOKS & MORE XS RISTORANTE DIPAOLO 

IY 3 JAY K'S LIQUORS 
4 HALLMARK MUSEUM OF 

CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY 

9 GREAT LIGHTING 
10 THE BRICK HOUSE GALLERY 

11 PETERMAN BASKETS AND BOWLS 
12 JACK NELSON, CARRIAGE HOUSE DESIGN 

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION CALL EILEEN (413) 863-9499 OR KAREN (413) 863-9576 1. An expanding compound, 
used in the past by Pio, which 
could be poured into the holes. 
But the job would be held up 
for the better pa1t of a week to 

* TURNERS FALLS PUBLIC ART INSTALLATIONS 
Powertown; by James Rourke 

JUPPORTINC. CONTRIBUTOR/: 
FOUR DIRECTIONS HEALING ARTS 
THE SMOKIN' HIPPO 

/PECIAL THANK/ TO: 
GETTENS ELECTRIC 
RUGG LUMBER (/l1t \1IAVE THE DATE!f-1 

ART/ & BLOOMJ 
MAY 19'" & 20'" 

Rock, Paper, Knife; by Gary Orlinsky 
Doosel; by Stephen Cahill 
Atlantic Salmon Mosaic; by Cynthia Fisher 

THE STYLE INN HAIR SALON 
THE WAGON WHEEL RESTAURANT 

NEW ENGLAND EXTRUSION 
INK& PAINT TIIRHE~ 

Andm.1r lndustrieJ, LLC 

Quality Pre-owned Auto, Truck, 
& Motorcycle Parts 

0 

(978) 544-7206 

178 Mormon Hollow Road 
Wendell, MAO 1379 

mormonhollow@earthlink.net 

65 CANAL STREET • TURNERS FAUS, MA 01376 
-· 

CanaJs;~.a: St~dios 
..... • .• , ·) ' .• . 

Clay/Stone Sculpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawin~ and Paintin~ 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 BY CHANCE OR 

FAX 413.863.9099 APPOINTMENT. 

EMAIL: JACK@SEEJACKWORIC.COM 

LYNNE RUDIE GRAPHIC DESIGN 

PO Box D-5 
Montague Ml'\01351 
Gooddlrt@Montaguerno.net 
413-367-0155 Cl ' G d D'rt www.gooddirtpottery.com a.9 IS 00 l 

tTi•l1fi'l;if.-z. 
,-,\)- Su,ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS • STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~~~~ 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple Clesigns. or custom maele 
• Built-in page eelitor, Clo ii yourselfl 
• Messages. calendars. Clownloaels 
• Private customer areas w/ login 
• Multiple "group· areas for users 
• Fast setup. in-town support 
• can toelay and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS, GRf 

Seniors 
Real Estate Gen Jonnson & ~ssonatfs 

REALTORS Support 
66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 ~ 



4 

24 3rd Street, 

Editor 
DaVld Detmold 

Layout & DuJ9n 
lJsa DavOI 

Boysen Hodgson 
Katren Hoyden 

Karen Wilkinson 

,.hotog,..phy 
Lisa 03vol 

Anl$tant Editor 
K31tileen lildlf,eld 

Joe Parzych 
Ariel Jones 
etal 

Edltorlal Auln.tJIU 
Nina Bander 

Suzette Snow Cobb 

Hugll Corr 11Tlte Vflke aftl,e Villal(es" 
Circulation 
Jean Helldeo 
Julia Oowdef\ Smnn 
Phtl~ De,gu,se 

Founded by 
T•tllnieaJ 
AdminiStrato,s 
Mtd\aelMuller 
Mod\ael r amok 

Adhr,r EvAA.• HRtry BrMdl 0,rvid DP.lmnld 
AJ.,gu!ft, 2002 

Annual Appeal 
The Montague Reporter is in 

its fifth year of publication. We 
have covered with diligence and 
honesty the news and events not 
only of the five Montague vil­
lages, but of Gill, Erving and 
Wendell: selectboards, school 
committees, finance commit­
tees, and town planning bodies. 
We've brought you profiles of 
interesting neighbors, related 
strange and wonderful events 
and reacquainted you with the 
histo1y of the villages. We've 
opened and closed businesses 
with you, guided you through 
the maze of to\vn politics and 
elections, sat by your side at the 
Shea Theater, helped you to gar­
den, provided you with new 
recipes to try and new poems to 
enjoy. You are not only our 
readers, you are our friends and 
our neighbors. The Montague 
Reporter is not our newspaper, 
it is yours, a non-profit weekly 
that is your voice, which tells of 
your concerns and reflects your 
hopes for your community. 

If you are now a subscriber, 
we know you will continue to 
suppo1t the fine work of our 
writers and editors. If you rou­
tinely have passed your copy 
along to friends or relatives, we 
hope you will urge them to sub­
scribe themselves. And if you 
have purchased this paper as a 
single issue, we hope you will 
seriously consider buying a sub­
scription; it is subscribers, not 
single issue buyers, who pro­
vide us the resources we need to 
research and produce the quali­
ty news writing you value. 

What about friends 
I 

j and relatives who are 

living away and would enjoy 
the news from home? hnagine 
how appreciated a holiday gift 
subscription to the Montague 
Reporter would be! 

Please write out a check 
today while you are thinking of 
it, and with.in days you will 
again receive the news that is 
most relevant to you and your 
community. The regular sub­
scription price is $20 for 26 
issues, or take advantage of the 
holiday rates for gift subscrip­
tions, below. 

It is only through your con­
tinuing support that we can con­
tinue to publish, to be your 
voice, the voice of the villages 
and the towns that we se1ve. 

Most sincerely, 
The Montague Reporter 

Board of Directors 
Lyn Clark, Jonathan von 

Ranson, Patricia CrosbJ1, 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, 
Wesley Blixt, Ali Urban, David 
Brule, Veronica Phaneuf 

-~l--------------------, 
Deer Readers, 

Help us Reach our Goal 
600 Subscribers Before 2006 Ends 

Subscriptions to the Montague Reporter 
make great holiday gifts to friends and relatives 

near and far. Take advantage of holiday rates. 

Buy a gift subscription for $5 off the regular 
price from now through January 1st, 2007 

~ive the gift of community! 
~------------------------, $15 for 26 issues. Send a gift 

subscripton to the person listed below 

_ Check here to include a 
gift card with your name: 
YOUR NAME: ______ _ 

~t :fflontagu.e la.eporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Na.me ___________________ _ 

Address ___________________ _ 

Town ________ State ____ Zip _____ _ L------------------------~ 
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THE EDITOR 

Thank You for Supporting Seniors 
Gill and Montague suppo1t 

the Senior Center in many 
ways, not only through tax 
money, but also by the seniors 
mnning an annual raffle and 
bazaar. From these fundraising 
effo1ts in the past few years, we 
have donated almost $500 a 
year to Meals on Wheels, paid 
one-third of a new stove ($700), 
paid half of two air conditioners 

($400), paid $300 for a lighted 
Bingo Board, and paid $600 for 
a copy machine, which Gill and 
Montague people can use free 
of charge for a reasonable 
amount of copies. 

We have provided funds to 
pay $600 to have the Senior 
Center refrigerator repaired, 
paid about $600 a year to buy 
coffee cups, placemats, Sweet 

and Low and kitchen use neces­
sities, paid $100 for a kitchen 
floor safety rubber mat, and 
about $200 for plumbing 
repairs. 

We are proud of what we 
have done. Thank you for sup­
po1ting seniors at the annual raf­
fle and bazaar! 

-Allan Adie 
Gill 

Survival Center Thank You 
Turkeys were flying out of 

the Franklin County Smvival 
Center at 4th Street in Turners 
Falls on Nov. 17th, 20th and 
21st, but they were of the frozen 
type. Two hundred and fifty-one 
farnilies, which accounted for 
725 fa1nily members, received a 
chicken or turkey with all the 
fixings this Thanksgiving. This 

event was made possible 
through the donations of many 
individuals and groups. 

The Smvival Center contin­
ues to provide food for over 25 
fainilies and bread for over 100 
individuals on a daily basis, and 
those numbers seem to be ris­
ing. 

The Food Pantry side of the 

center is open Monday through 
Friday, 10 am. to 1 :30 pm. and 
is staffed by volunteers. 

Thanks to all who make this 
ongoing miracle of community 
support possible. 

-Don Clegg 
Turners Falls 

We welcome your letters. 

'Ql:0£ :fllontagu£ .3&.£port£r 
24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 

01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

A Good Paper 
I agree with the other people: it 
is a good paper. Keep it coming. 
I enjoy all the news you collect 

*CWcndc[[Cffofida)'. cfair 
December 9th a 10th 

Saturday: l'.oam-splll • Sunday: llam-4pm 
Wendell Town Hall 

Come holiday shop with local crafters, artists * 
and business folks! Exceptional handmade, : •. 

quality gifts including artwork, jewelry, hand • • 
blown glass and much, much more! 

Musical entertainment: 
Saturday 1-3 Kevin Skorpua • Sunday 1-3 Kellianna 

and write about. 
- Dorothy Black 

Erving 

This issue of the Montague 

Reporter is dedicated to the 

memory of Matthew 

Leighton, (11-28-06), of 

Greenfield, a true friend of all 
commwlity endeavors. We 

are richer by your example, 

poorer by your passing. You 
always led the way. 
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Underdog Nirvana at the Turkey Day Game 
BY DENIS BORDEAUX 
GREENFIELD - Wow! What a 
football game! From the bw-sts 
of offense in the first half to the 
smash-mouth defense in the sec­
ond, this was a no holds ban-ed 
hitting war. Eve1y play produced 
hard cracks from plastic pads 
and eve1y tackle sounded like it 
hmt. The two lines were totally 
spent by the fomth quaiter, but 
were still pounding on each 
other. 

gratulate him for a 
great game. He passed 
for one touchdown, 
ran for another, and 
ended the day with one 
pick, a fiunble recov­
ered, munerous tackles 
and game MVP. TI1e 
Tmners team, sobbing 
en masse and alter­
nately screaming defi­
ant chants of vict01y in 
the midst of their 
rivals, was intoxicat­
ing to every Blue fan. 

Why the fuss? Why 
the fuss!! First of all, 
you have to have the 

Denis Bordeaux and his nephew, MVP Adam Bastarache rejoice 
after Turners' Thanksgiving Dqy victory over Greenfield. 

oped a sym­
pathy for 
Green Wave 
teams, for 
they are truly 
in a lose/lose 
situation. As 
Goliath, 
when they 
win, it's no 
big deal; 
they're sup­
posed to win. 
Bigger town, 
bigger 
school, big­
ger teams. A 
Greenfield 

'em right between the eyes, and 
Goliath falls, you come home as 
conquering heroes for the rest of 
your lives. 

Talk about potmding the foot­
ball! Sean Boyle, (Greenfield) 
got 236 yards without playing 
the second quaiter because he 
was spitting up blood. What an 
effo1t! With the misting rain, and 
soft muddy field, it was a classic 
the Mud, the Blood, and the Beer 
game. 

As usual, the Powe1town fans 
outnumbered the Greenburg fans 
ai1d were twice as loud and spir­
ited as usual. When the final gtm 
sounded, nearly everyone 
sto1med onto the field in 
absolute teaiy-eyed hysteria. 

With my camera, I waded 
into the crowd to get a shot of 
my nephew Adam, and to con-

right situation. Rarely in life ai·e 
we faced with a true David and 
Goliath test. Turners football 
players have that opportunity 
four times (grades 9 - 12). The 
chance to defeat Goliath. Some 
teams do, some don't. David vs. 
Goliath. A test so stacked 
against one side that only the 
slimmest chance for success 
exists. It's the Hick01y High bas­
ketball team, it's Rudy, it's the 
'80 USA hockey teain, and it's 
the '42 state championship base-

ball team from TFHS, back 
when there was only one divi­
sion. It's all sixteen Turners 
teams that caught lightning in a 
bottle before last Thursday. It's 
tmderdog Nirvana. 

And if it's a wonderful thing 
for the fans, for the players it's 
other-worldly. People through 
the yeai·s have suggested drop­
ping the Greenfield - Tt1111ers 
Falls series because it's too one­
sided. Utter heresy! 

Over the yeai·s, I have <level-

win after a disappointing season 
makes that season tolerable. But 
a Greenfield loss! Alas, you go 
down in GHS histo1y as one of 
only 16 teams to get slain by 
David. 

For Turners, it's a total 
win/win. If a team loses the big 
game, despite putting in the 
maximmn effo1t, which many 
do, it's OK. Not eve1y team can 
climb the mountain. But if 
you're one of those Indian teams 
whose aim is tme, and you hit 

In Tm11ers, nobody remem­
bers the many Goliath tritunphs, 
but only the sixteen David wins. 
For TFHS seniors, to win this 
one game not only makes their 
season, but makes their entire 
high school football career a 
success. For eve1y Blue fan (and 
this is seriously true) the whole 
Thanksgiving feast tastes like 
manna from heaven. Christmas 
is jollier, and a few more toasts 
are dmnk on New Years in 
honor of our giant killers. All 
spring chores, ra.ther than being 
tedious, offer quiet times to drift 
back to Turkey Day memories. 
Drinking iced tea in August 
while watching pre-season foot­
ball will make us smile in antic­
ipation of another chance to 
climb Everest. 

We were a club of sixteen 
teams (65 and 66 for my team). 
We hadn't had a new member in 
ten years. So congratulations 
Number Seventeen, and wel­
come to The Air Up There (06). 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Happy Holidays! 
Acupressure Massage by 

Janet Masucci 413-863-8694 

{b<gj~~I!!~ ~ fb~tf(t!llJ~I? 
A11to~a/e~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

Mary Lou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

.ADIATOR • = 
Plastic - Aluminum - Copper - Brass 

DlATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l Domestic ,. 
ooling Rte. 2, C,111 
:tern 863-4049 1-800-439-4049 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

:.--,.-=--=,,._ 
(413) 367-2475 

. ~ 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

FREE DELIVERY! 
(Min. $15.00) 

g'flll\ 
CIC 

863-8988 • 51 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS 

Negus Bt Taylor, Inc. 
Monument.s ¥'Jfd!fl'L c. 

~~ p~ People often come to see us 
b~ouse their porents 
and their grandparents did. 
We' re proud to hove 
that kind of byolty, 

, .. Where y()Ur purcha.ie 1 
of a mmwrial is truly l a tcrtamcnt of love 

ond we work hard to keep it. 
-Gory and Nancy Melen MAIN OFFICE TI3-955~ 

10 Mill Street Greenfield, MA 
"The perfect remembrance' 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 

- . Cards & Handmade Local Crafts & Jewelry 

•

-- • COMING SOON: USED BOOKS! 

Teachers: 15% off educational materials\ 
10% off all other books _J 

Hours: Tues - Sac 10 - 5 863-9417 
74 A.VENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELER.AW 
~ Traditional and Contemporaiy Jewehy 

<;p Diamonds 
"'Watches 

C ustmn 1·9,air 
work ,fonc on ;1re111iscs 

Corner of Main & 

Call La1Ty: 
772-0859 

Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

~ Anniversa1y Bands 

0Mj11sr.io11caservice! 

Mon. -Sat. 
9:SO - 5:SO 

www.counh·yjcwclcr.e-0m 

"lour #1 Source For Subarus!" 
Serving the community since 1978 

-----.-...-.. of the Largest Selections of ,. n Pre-Loved Subaru's 
•J in New England" 

A R A · 1995's up to 2006's 
~lliiii§===SALES===§.ii-, On-Site Financing Available 

www.flintsgaragesales.com 

990 South :Main Street • Athol, l\L\ 
978-249-9038 

,-LOW' l'R-' U 
eo.r•..,o..,. 

IITALAHC 

(4ll) 834-7569 
,CUNf-OUJS MIO HMIUIHI • s.- ,,,_,,. I 

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your 

attic. basement, garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimal§s. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 

r---------, 
1 • BAKER~> 1 
1 Office Supply 1 
I 10% Percent Fridays • 5-8 p.m. I 
I Take an additl.onal 10% off your entire purchase! I 

www.bakerofficesupply.com 
I 310 Main Street• Greenfield I 
L TI4-2345 Call Bonnie todav! .J ---------
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MAIN ROAD 
continued from pg 1 

and Shirley and Skeezy Flagg's 
residence. In this area, the road 
surface has been lowered con­
siderably in an attempt to level 
the dip in the road over an exist­
ing culve1t that crosses beneath 
the roadbed. 

The replacement culvert has 
been redesigned, after extensive 
deliberation, to allow for easier 
passage of wood turtles, a 
"species of concen1" in 
Massachusetts. In past years, 
tmtles have tried crossing the 
road, with predictable results, 
rather than go through the old 
culve1t, which was not to their 
liking. Some new culvert 
designs have steps or a 'side­
walk' to accommodate tmtles 
crossing, in the event the Ctll1'ent 
of the stream is too strong for 
them to navigate, according to 
ecologist Ted Castro-Santos of 
Gill. He was not sure if this 
design was incorporated in the 
redesign of the Main Road cul­
ve1t. 

In the vicinity of the present 
culvert, Main Road dips, then 
rises as it goes past Upinngil 
and the Flagg residence. 
Co1mnon sense would dictate 
raising the road in the vicinity 
of the dip over the culve1t. 
Rather than fill the dip, engi­
neers have decided to cut down 
the road beyond the dip, hence 
the appearance of a sudden new 
chasm facing those prope1ties. 

There is the possibility that 
filling the dip would have 
required more study, pennits 
and delays than cutting dO"wn 
the road, because the dip is over 
a stream wood turtles are known 
to frequent.From the residents' 
point of view, the present road 
elevation has been satisfactory 
to Gill residents for the past 
hundred years, or more, and 
they would have been happy to 
have it continue at the same ele­
vation for the next hundred. 

Castro-Santos, a member of 
the Gill conse1vation colllinis­
sion, works for the Silvio Conte 
Anadromous Fish Research 
Center in Turners Falls. He 
recently attended a species bar­
rier assessment workshop in 

.. 

Asheville, 
N. C., 
where he 
studied 
culvert 
design as 
it affects 
southeast 
fish and 
aquatic 
species, 
including 
turtles and 
mussels 
(fresh 
w a t er 
clams). 
He fur­
nished me 
with more 
info1mation than I can process 
in a lifetime. Below are some 
interesting tidbits: 

Fame if not Fortune 
The wood tmtles in Gill, that 

have gained fame if not fortune, 
are about 5½" to 8" in size. 
They live for 45 - 55 years, if 
not crushed by traffic. They 
reach sexual mahrrity in 14 - 18 
years. Seven hatchlings in a 
clutch, in Massachusetts, is 
average. Smvival rate to adult­
hood is 95%. They are likely to 
be more associated with rivers 
and streams than lakes and 
ponds. While the wood turtle's 
habitat is, generally, the woods, 
the name 'wood' comes from 
the appearance of the rurtle's 
shell rather than the hutle's 
habitat. 

Distanct> Roamed 
Most wood tmtles stay with­

in a 1000-foot wide con-idor on 
either side of their home stream. 
While a wood turtle seems to 
move as slow as - well - a tmtle, 
the maximum recorded distance 
traveled for a male and a female 
wood hrrtle is 3200 feet for the 
male, and 1430 for the female. It 
is not clear who was chasing 
whom, or if there was any pur­
suit involved. Slow and steady 
apparently is the secret. 

Collection or Sale lliegal 
The collection and sale of 

wood hutles is illegal in a num­
ber of states. Even casual col­
lection by individuals can have 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
J=_ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
!Jliiill Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- • --., Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 
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a devastating effect on hrrtle 
populations. Though they are 
not endangered, their numbers 
are diininishing. 

Roacl Kill 
Road kills occur most fre­

quently when female wood hu-­
tles travel in search of a nesting 
site. They are killed not only on 
highways but also on logging 
roads, by tree harvestii1g equip­
ment, by constrnction near 
streams and by recreational 
vehicles. The cumulative effect 
in the ii1creased m01tality can 
cause a decline iii tmtle popula­
tion. 

Clam Population Falling 
While we're on the subject of 

creahll'es with shells, who gives 
a dalllil if all the fresh water 
clams disappear? Probably few 
but Native Americans ever ate 
them. But clams are impo1tant 
in keeping our rivers and 
streams clean. They process 
pollutants through their bodies, 
thereby cleaning streambeds. 

The Connecticut River, 
which spans New England from 
no1th to south, has a 11ver bot­
tom carpeted with fresh water 
clams. They are essential in 
cleaning pollutants from the 
river and stream bottoms, 
according to Castro-Santos. 

Culvert Dt>sign 
Culve1ts are a good way for 

h1rtles to avoid getting killed 
crossii1g a road. Culve1t design 
is not as simple as it may seem. 

ILLUSTRATION BY JESSICA HARMON 

Too na1rnw a culve1t may create 
too strong a cmTent; too wide a 
culvert may mean water too 
shallow for fish and other crea­
h1res to cross. There are round 
and oval com1gated metal, 
Quonset-type open bottom 
metal c01111gated culve1ts, con­
crete box culverts, arched open 
bottom culverts and other varia­
tions in metal, concrete and 
plastic. 

Open bottom culve1ts, pre­
senting a stream flow that most 
resembles the stream it is bridg­
ing, seem to work best. It is 
desirable to use gravel with 
stones that most closely resem­
ble the streambed on the bottom 
of open bottom or embedded 
culverts to facilitate aquatic 
wildlife passage. Some culvert 
designs have a channel in the 
1niddle but provide a step on the 
culvert edges as a sidewalk for 
tmtles to make their way 
through. The design of these 
culverts costs four times as 
much as com.1gated round cul­
ve1ts, but they last much longer, 
making them effective when 
conside1mg the cost of replac­
ing failed culve1ts and the tangi­
ble benefit of protecting aquatic 
or amphibious wildlife. 

Clam Travel 
Getting back to those clams, 

Inigration is impo1tant not only 
for fish but for clams too. Clam 
la1vae travel upstream by 
attaching themselves to fish 
gills, to hitchhike a 11de to their 
destination. If fish cannot get 
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through a culve1t because the 
water is too shallow, the clams 
don't get to travel either, and the 
clam population in that 
upstream area falls. 

Culverts Require Approval 
All culve1ts in Massachusetts 

need approval for instaUation. 
The standard Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection fo1mula for culverts 
is 1.2 x bank width + 2 feet 
more, Castro-Santos said. 

Predators 
Loss of wood hrrtles to rac­

coons and sktmks has taken a 
toll, with the growth in popula­
tion of these predators. They 
usually target h1rtle eggs or 
hatchlings. Tmtle species whose 
habitat is ponds or lakes are 
safer from these predators than 
the largely ten-estI-ial wood hlr­
tle. 

Interconnection of Species 
When confronted with the 

problem of protecting wildlife, a 
common reaction is, "So what?" 
The 'what' in this case is the 
fact we are affected by all life 
on this planet in one way or 
another, directly or indirectly, 
and it may be a good idea to 
learn a bit more about a species 
before disinissing it with scorn. 

On the other hand, before 
prohibiting digging in the gar­
den for fear of killii1g wo1ms, 
we do need to keep in mind that 
the transcontinental railroads 
and our interstate highway sys­
tem would probably never have 
been built if existing environ­
mental regulations were in 
effect. 

Repaving existing roads has 
increased iii recent years 
because it often costs more to 
engineer a planned project - or 
even to do an impact sh1dy -
than to simply repeatedly 
repave a cnunbling road need­
ing major roadbed remediation. 

It is a pity we do not requii·e 
the same environmental (and 
hmnan) impact srudies before 
launching a war as we do to pro­
tect hutles and clams before 
installing a culvert. 

II 
PRODUCE • CHEESE 

BUTTER • EGGS 
TRUCKING • OLIVES 

The Sm.okin' H~ppo 
-, A Family Restaurant and Baroecue 

"We Make Chefs Happy" 

1315 Federal Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 

(413) 256-8929 

20 1"rcncl1 King Highway 
Erving, Ma 01344-4444 
Phone, (4B) 42';-3220 

Barbecue and Full Traditional Menu 
Full Liquor License 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION S'TATION:HO. 1J.051 Next Day Delivery is a Phone Call Away! 

Hours: Tue/Wed/Thu: 11am-9pm Fri/Sat: 11am-10pm Sun: Noon-8pm 

/,ocal !-'holographs and Hippo Paintings also available 

If Al J New Hours, .. up V oe Wireless 

[5presso ♦ Cappuccino ♦ Lattes ~£Ji 7/) Internet 

• Great Casua{ Atmopfiere ~ t.., 

• Crear ccffce.yasrrics. ;~ M-F 6-2 
and 6reaifast served a(( ifay. Sat. 7 _ 2 

• De[; s1:md'wiclics and wrf!:PS arc ! 5 8-2 
avai(a6(eJor (u11cft. un. 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA01376/ (413)863-2000/Zach Fellows-Owner 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured • 

Turners Falls, MA 
Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN o· WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

lnfraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863·3530 

LIEBENOW AUTO BODY 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
•We Accept All 

Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Straightening 

LOCAL PICK-UP 
& DELIVERY 

Mass Repair Shop #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 

Quality Worlc on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged ~-. 
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Art and Icicles will Please 
the Eclectic Palate 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WENDEll POLICE lOG 
Depot Road Disturbance 

Monday 10-30 
Motorist hit and killed a 

small deer on Depot Road. 
Saturday 11-25 

BY CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER­
LAUCANNO 
TUR.t~RS FALLS - If 
you're thinking of head­
ing to the mall this week­
end to pick up some gifts 
for those on your 
Christmas list, think 
again. The place to shop 
for unique items this 
weekend is not in Hadley 
or Holyoke but right in 
Turners Falls. But if shopping 
isn't your priority, there's a lot 
more to dazzle the curious at th.is 
year's Arts and Icicles walking 
tour. 

The participating a1tists th.is 
round are painter, sculptor and 
ceramicist Jack Nelson, stone 
sculptor Tim de Christopher, and 
woodworkers Mike Langknecht 
and Spencer Pete1man. The 
Brick House Community 
Resource Center's consignment 
gift sh.op will have on display an 
affordable rut extravagruiza. On 
Saturday evening, Suzee's Third 
Street Laundromat will feature 
their annual fashion show ofleft­
behind ruticles creatively rein­
vented by local designers. Post­
fashion show, local bands will 
pe1fonn. Diagonally across from 
Suzee's, the Hallmru·k Museum 
of Contemporruy Photography is 
showcasing its ongoing exhibi­
tion of Jean Paul Capon.igro's 
"Reflections." Books & More 
and the Great Lighting 
Showroom will be welcoming 
those on the tour. Musicians will 
also be wandering the Avenue 
serenading art goers. In addition 
to the a1t and events, three local 
restaurants - Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Cup O' Joe, and Turners Falls 
Pizza House will provide an 
asso1tment of foods to nourish 
hungiy rut-goers. 

Those who choose to visit 
Tmners this weekend will not be 
disappointed. Nelson and de 
Christopher ru·e nationally - even 
internationally recognized -
rutists. Langknecht and 

SINCE 1888 

The work of Spencer Peterman 
Pete1man are highly regarded as 
master woodworkers with clients 
worldwide. 

Among the delights awaiting 
the public ru·e Nelson's exquisite 
cera1n.ics that range from whim­
sical sculptures to fonctional din­
ne1wru·e. A number of his finely 
executed color-field paintings, as 
well as other rut pieces will also 
be on display in his magnificent 
Ca1riage House DesigIIS Studio, 
that is in itself a work of a1t. 
Designed and largely constrnct­
ed by Nelson, the studio ranges 
over several floors, with each 
space dedicated to a different a1t 
fonn. Given Nelson's eclecti­
cism, and his maste1y over just 
about every conceivable art 
fo1m, it's clear he needs several 
spaces in which to do his work. 

Tim de Christopher, who 
began his career as an apprentice 
stone ca1ver at New York's 
frunous Cathedral of Saint John 
the Divine, and is now well 
established as one of the nation's 
foremost workers in stone, will 
also have a sampling of his work 
on display. De Christopher's 
masterful limestone carvings, 
that range from table-sized to the 
monumental, will be on view in 
his studio space in the fo1mer 
Chick's Garage on Third Street. 
These impressive sculptmes, 
often resonant of history and 
mythology, ru·e not to be missed. 

Spencer Pete1mru1, an interna­
tionally-recognized worker in 
wood, whose wholesale clients 
include Calvin Klein, will have 
on hand a nmnber of his hand-

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

made burl bowls (in 
maple, cheny and black 
walnut) as well as a 
selection of his one-of­
a-kind spaulted cutting 
boru·ds. Peterman uses 
mostly local wood, 
some of it even from 
recycled or salvaged 
sources, to create his 
extraordinary objects 
that ru·e both beautiful 
and highly functional. 

Although Langknecht is best 
known for his hand-crafted mir­
rors and picture frames, since he 
began working with Pete1man a 
few yeru·s ago he has begun to 
specialize in functional objects. 

Next door to the 
Peterman/Langknecht workshop 
is the Brick House Community 
Resource Center's consignment 
gift shop which features rut and 
objects by local a1tists that could 
please anyone on anyone's 
Christmas list. And you won't 
break the bank, either, as all the 
items ru·e reasonably priced. 

Also, not to be missed ru·e the 
recently installed public sculp­
tmes that now gi·ace the down­
town. For those who missed the 
installation pruty a few weeks 
ago, here is the list: Powe1town 
by James Rourke, at the end of 
1st Street by the bike path pru·k­
ing ru·ea; Rock, Paper, Knife by 
Gruy Orlinsky on 1st Street by 
the bike path ru1d fish viewing 
facility; Doosel by Stephen 
Cahill in front of Hallmark 
Museum of Contemporruy 
Photography; and Atlantic 
Salmon Mosaic by Cynthia 
Fisher in the newly redesigned 
and reinvigorated Peskeomskut 
Pru·k at Avenue A and 6th Street. 

So save on gas money, stretch 
your legs, suppo1t local art, and 
take in what Turners Falls rutists 
have to offer you this weekend. It 
will be a lot less hectic and a lot 
more enjoyable than going to the 
mall. 

Wt>dnesday 11-1 
Mountain Laurel Road 

resident reported neighbor 
had been threatening his 
father earlier in the day. 

Transfer Station atten­
dants reported door kicked 
in and a quantity of cop­
per wire taken. 

Sunday 11-26 
Disturbance at resi­

dence on Wendell Depot 
Road. Two juveniles 
removed and transported 
to grandmother's resi­
dence. 

Saturday 11-18 
Car fire on Plain Road. 

Fire Department respond­
ed and extinguished. 

GREAT FALLS MIDDLE 
SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 

1st Quarter-Grade 7 
First Honors 

Casey Banning 
Jolina-Rose Blier 
Zacharie Boisvert 
Jenna Costa 
Taylor Croteau 
Haley Fiske 
Megan Foster 
Matthew Fowler 
Christopher Gordon 
Colton Hallett 
Mark Hudyma 
Lily Kane 
Jesse Langknecht 
Corban Mailloux 
Jeremy MankONSky 
Alyssa Nicotra 
Malik Odeh 
Quincy Ortiz 
Haley Ozdarski 
Emily Pollard 
Angelica Renaud 
Cameron Savinski 
Caroline Sena 
Samantha Shaw 

Second Honors 
Brandyn Boroski 
Samantha Caouette 
Daniel Colton 
Stacy French 
Stephanie French 
Sara Hanley 
Michael Holbrook 
Patrick Huppe 

Nathaniel James Joseph Lafleur 
Jessica Keene Yirka Mercado 
Kyla Kelly Elysia Ollari 
Serena Korpita Katarina Palso 
Patrick Moretti Daniel Skarzynski 
lancu Placinta Andrew Turban 
Kayleigh Turn Taylor Varilly 

Natasha Vaughn 
Third Honors Kelsey Waldron 

Anamarie Gonzalez 
Breanna Miiller Second Honors 
Aria Roberts Nichole Baxter 
Kiara Sampson Jordan Charboneau 
llya Shumilov Julianne Fisk 

David Garcia 
1st Quarter-Grade 8 Chloe Gore 
First Honors Kelsey O'Brien 

Rachel Arial Ryan Pelis 
Anna Bochamikova Emily Robertson 
Zhcma Bod1ani<ova Danielle Whiteman 
McKenna Brunell 
Erin Casey Third Honors 
Sarah Crowell Jordan Bryant 
Nina Dodge Katherine Burgin 
Makayla Dolhenty Julie Clapp 
Kristy Dunbar Tyler Howe 
Uriah Forest-Sulley Aubryanna Hyson 
Sarah Foster lllayna Perkins 
Nicole Fuller Christopher Phillips 
Brooke Hastings Andrew Podlesny 
Vance Herzig Ina Popovici 
Julie Kayla Weller 
Howard-Thompson Cody Wells 
Taylor Howe Brittany Yolish 
Jack Hubert 
Katherine Kuklewicz 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
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&MORE! 
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continued from pg 1 
ing the state grants for purchase 
of materials that followed. They 
joined the C/WMARS regional 
libra1y materials sharing system, 
so patrons could get books, 
audiotapes and DVDs from any 
librruy in the area, and order 
materials from home. They 
added computers and high speed 
internet. They wrote and 
received grants and ran free pro­
grams ranging from beekeeping 
to chess club to a traveling zoo, 
which brought creatures great 
and small to a packed libra1y 
filled with parents and 
awestrnck children. They set up 
a summer reading program with 
over 100 pruticipants. They ru·e 
working to fully automate circu­
lation at the libra1y by Febma1y 
of 2007. 

For this, the trustees have 
received a stipend of $12,500 a 
year, to be shru·ed as they see fit. 

"It's a conflict of interest," 
said Bernard, who with five 
years in the post has served the 
longest of the cmTent tmstees. 
"The tmstees' job is to adminis­
trate, and oversee the librruy. 
The libra1y directors' job is the 
hands-on operating of the 
libra1y, writing reports to get 
state grants, dealing with 
patrons' needs and ordering 
books. We are overseeing our­
selves." 

The Erving Libra1y is now 
open 18 hours a week. The 
tmstees say they work many 
more hours than that, ordering 
materials, cataloguing books, 
delivering materials to house­
bound patrons. They estimate 27 
hours of paid libra1y work is 
required to keep the librruy nm­
ning at its cmTent pace, and they 
would like to offer themselves 
as the most experienced, most 
dedicated candidates for the job. 

But in a meeting with the 
selectboard, who traveled to the 
libra1y on Monday night (11/27) 
to hold a first of its kind meeting 
in Ervingside, selectboru·d chair 
Andy Tessier threw cold water 
on that plan. 

"This is a repeat of a conver­
sation we had five years ago. If 
you decide you don't want to be 
librarians anymore, hire a librar­
ian," Tessier said. 

"We don't want to be trustees 
anymore," replied Bernru·d. "We 
want to be librarians." 

Trouble is, Tessier said, elect­
ed officials of a town can't hire 
themselves to work for the 
town: that would be a cleru· con­
flict of interest, and state law 
prohibits it. "I can't resign from 
the board of selectmen and hire 
myself for this cushy job," said 
Tessier, speaking rhetorically. 

But the word 'cushy' stmck 
Overgaard as uncaring. "That 
hmts," she told Tessier. 

Overgaard said she had 
passed up paying jobs in her 
professional work as a sign lan­
guage interpreter to take a 50-
hour course in libra1y science, to 
receive certification to be a 
library director in a town with 
less than 10,000 population. 
Bernru·d has afready completed 
that course and received her cer­
tification. 

"We've worked hard for the 
patrons of Erving, for the tax­
payers of Erving, so this could 
be the best library it could be. 
And we have done that," 
Overgaard said. "We've made 
such changes and come so 
far ... " 

Standing on the front steps of 
the libra1y after the meeting, 
Bernard and Overgaru·d recalled 
the condition of the town 
libraries in yeru·s past. 

"For 34 years, a ve1y sweet 
lady named Jacquie Felton ran 
the (Ervingside) librruy," said 
Bernard. In those days, the col­
lection was not culled regularly, 
so books were stacked one in 
front of the other on the lower 
shelves, and difficult to find. 
New materials were purchased 
at Wilson's Depa1tment Store, 
or at discount book sales. 

When Felton retired, Tina 
LaPenta ran for the libra1y 
tmstee opening, and took over 
her duties at the Ervingside 
library. The white building, 
shaped like a schoolhouse, was 
built as a librruy in 1961, with a 
small historical museum in a 
side room. The museum, organ­
ized by Felton, incorporates a 
vast collection of knickknacks 
and rutifacts of domestic living, 
including a varied asso1tment of 
buttonhooks. The library is cen­
trally located on Route 63 
across from Veterans Park and 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 
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just down the way from the 
Senior Center. 

It was LaPenta, Overgaard 
said, who really got the ball 
rolling for modernizing the 
libra1y. For one thing, she 
cleaned out a ten by six foot 
storage closet and made it into a 
brightly decorated children's 
room, with Dr. Seuss murals on 
the wall. 

One six-year-old patron, 
Danielle Lively, said this week 
she loved visiting the library 
and checking out materials from 
the children's room. "I think it's 
a nice place. There's cool books 
and nice movies," she said. 

In 2002, Bernard ran for the 
seat on the libra1y tiustees held 
by Kathy Hammock, and beat 
her two to one. The next year, 
Overgaru·d ran against Daniel 
Hammock, a fo1mer selectboard 
member who also served on the 
libra1y t11istees, and won that 
race handily. The Hammocks 
were the t111stees responsible for 
mnning the Erving Center 
branch librruy. 

Although formal circulation 
records weren't kept until 
Bernard and Overgaard 
assumed the posts (Bazler 
joined them as the third elected 
tmstee in 2004), Bernard said 
when she began working at the 
Erving Center branch, "No one 
was using that libra1y. No one 
was purchasing new materials; 
the collection was ancient." The 
closely spaced shelves were 
stuffed with books that never 
circulated; overstock materials 
were piled on the concrete 
floors. 

By town meeting vote, 
Erving decided to close the 
Erving Center branch libra1y in 
2003. 

Focusing their efforts on the 
Ervingside branch Bernard and 
Overgaard, with Bazler's help, 
added programs, brought in 
videos, CDs, books on tape, 
computers, and new titles in 
adult fiction, non-fiction and 
childrens books. The summer 
reading program saw 165 chil­
dren and adults pa1ticipate this 
year;. total librruy patrons have 
risen to 658. 

"That's 600 more than we 
had five yeru·s ago," Bernard 

see LIBRARY pg 9 
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told the selectboard. 
"You chose to do the 

automation," said Tessier. 
"You chose to close the librruy 
in Eiving Center and expand 
the operations down here. 
You're already elected as the 
trustees. If you want to hire a 
librarian, that money goes back 
into the line item." 

changes should 
be made. We just 
know the 
changes need to 
be made." 
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done a very good 
job," he told the 
tmstees. "This is a 
difficult thing to 
change. Anytime you 
want to change a 
thing like this it has 
to go to town meet­
ing." 

The selectboard 
agreed to seek clarifi­
cation from counsel 
as to whether and by 
what means members 
of the present trustees 
could make a transi­
tion to be hired by the 
town as libra1y staff. 

Tessier was referring to the 
$12,500 the tmstees are split­
ting as a three-way stipend 
now. At 27 hours a week, the 
board calculated that would 
come to about 80 cents an hour 
for a librru·y director. 

David Gray, 
of the Massachu­
setts Board of 
Libra1y Com­
missioners, said 
tmstees often 
pitch in to mn a 
libra1y when a 
director leaves or 
retires, but that is 
generally a tem­
porary situation. 
In order to meet 
accreditation 
standards, libra1y 

Danielle Live!)1 6, likes the Erving Library, For the MBLC, 
Gray said, "We don't 
really tell a city or 
town how to run their 

directors need to 
"I think it's a nice place. There's cool books and nice movies." 

"It seems like a Catch-22 
situation," said Tessier. "You 
can't hire yourselves. If you 
choose to quit (as tmstees), 
you've just locked the door." 
Tessier said a retired town offi­
cial would have to wait six 
months before being hired by 
the same municipality in order 
to comply with state law. 

Bernard said, "We don't 
have the answers for how these 

take steps to 
meet state education standards, 
which the trnstees in Erving 
have done. So the Erving 
library is in compliance with 
MBLC standa1·ds, Gray said. 
"It is up to the town of Erving 
to make this decision on its 
merits," he said, refening to 
the choice to hire a libra1y 
director. 

Normally, Gray said, library 

directors report to their board. 
"They need some supervision." 
Whether or not the board is 
paid or volunteer, private or 
public, elected or appointed, is 
up to the locality. 

Bernard said if the town 
continued to rely on trustees to 
run the library, the quality of 
seivice would fluctuate as 
trustees finished their tern1S, 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUGE LOG 

Domestic Assault and Battery 
Wednesday 11-2 2 

2:11 am.After amotorvehicle 
stop on 2nd Street 

charged with operating with a sus­
pended license and speeding in 
violation of a special regulation. 

F1iday 11-24 
1 :30 pm. Repo1t of an assault 

at a 4th Street address. A 15 yeru· 
old juvenile male was ru1·ested 
and charged with domestic assault 
and battery and assault and bat­
te1y with a dru1gerous weapon. 

4:55 pm. Repo1t of general 
disturbance at a 4th Street address. 

was 
rurested and chruged with domes­
tic assault and battery, assault and 
batteiy with a dangerous weapon, 
and threatening to conunit a 
crime. 

Sunday 11-26 
12:26 am. After a motor vehi­

cle stop at the comer of 7th Street 
and Avenue A, 

on a de ult wammt and o 
chru·ged with being in possession 
of an open container of alcohol in 
a motor vehicle, faihn·e to stop for 
a police o:fficei~ operating with a 
suspended license (subsequent 
offense), and possession of a 
classD diug. 

1: 16 a 111. After a motor vehicle 
stop at the comei· of 5th and K 
Streets, 

5:02 p 111. While investigating 
a 911 hang up call at a West 

default wairant and also chruged 
with domestic assault and batte1y, 
assault ru1d battery, and intimida­
tion of a witness. 

9: 17 pm. Repo1t of a domestic 
disturbance at a Davis Road 
addi·ess. 

was aireste an c g 
cmmts of assault and batte1y with 
a dangerous weapon, intimidation 
of a witness, assault and batte1y, 
and threatening to commit a 
crime. 

Tuesday 11-28 
7:31 pm. Rep01tofvandalism 

atanAvenueAaddi·ess. Al5yeru· 
old juvenile was ruTested and 
chruged with being a minor in 
possession of a BB gtm or air rifle, 
disorderly conduct, and wanton 
destmction of prope1ty tmder 
$250. 

HIGHUGHTS OF THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Racing Vehicles Spotted Near South Cross Road 

Wednesday 11-22 
2:50 p.m. Assisted disabled 

motor vehicle with a tow on 
French King Highway at the 
French King Bridge. 

Saturday 11-25 
12:55 a.m. Report taken for 

threatening phone calls 
received from a French King 
Highway residence. 

12:01 p.m. Assisted Fire 
Deprutment with gasoline spill 
at Mobil station on French 
King Highway. 

6:33 p m. Assisted French 
King Highway resident with 
emergency restraining order. 

Sunday 11-26 
10:45 am. Comt process 

served at Mountain Road 
address. 

3:10 p.m. Assisted 
Montague Police on French 
King Highway in town with 
motor vehicle stop. 

9:47 p.m. Crinunal com-
issued to 

possession marijuana, 
resulting from a motor vehicle 
stop on French King Highway. 

Monday 11-27 
5:05 p.m. Repo1t of racing 

vehicles in the ru·ea of South 
Cross Road, checked area, 
unable to locate. 

9:05 pm. Report of possi­
ble illegal gambling at Main 
Road business. 

Tuesday 11-28 
7:20 a.m. Assisted 

Greenfield Police with past hit 
and run accident, involving 
town resident. 

4:20 p.m. Repo1t of dis­
abled motor vehicle on Main 
Road, as actually in 
Northfield, owner has tow 
enroute. 

and their involvement waxed 
and waned. She also offered to 
supply names of as many as six 
library current patrons who 
would be interested in serving 
on an expanded board of 
library tmstees, if the town 
made a move to paid profes­
sional librarians. 

Tessier ended the meeting 
on a positive note. "You have 

library. We can advise them 
this is an unusual situation, and 
not an ideal situation, but they 
may not have the resources or 
the people who are competent 
enough to run it." 

In Erving, at least, that does 
not appear to be a problem. 

II 

HIGHUGHTS OF THE ERVING POUGE LOG 
Motel Money Missing 

Tuesday 11-21 
10:45 a.m. Employee at 

Erving Paper Mill fell and split 
his head open. Officer assisted 
Orange Ambulance. Subject 
transpo1ted to Franklin 
Medical Center. 

12:00 p.m. Caller from 
French King Motel repo1ted 
$240 stolen from a motel 
room. Under investigation. 

Saturday 11-25 
9:00 p.m. Repo1t of traffic 

lights on Lester Street not 
working properly. Officer 
observed lights for several 
minutes. Seemed to be work­
ing properly. 

Wednesday 11-22 
8:45 pm. Assisted 

Greenfield Police with wru1·ant 
anested of-on East 
Prospect Street. 

4:35 p.m. Loose dog com­
plaint on Gunn Street. Owner 
advised of leash law. 

Tut>sday 11-28 
12:35 p.m. AlTested 1111 

on a war­
rant and transpo1ted her to 
court Thursday 11-23 
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No Due Dates• No Late Fees 
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to a K-5 or K-6 school. 

[School superintendent Sue 
Gee has proposed moving sixth 
graders to the underutilized 
Great Falls Middle School. 
Langknecht's proposal provided 
leeway for this change to 
Montague's grade configura­
tion.] 

According to the regional 
agreement between the towns of 
Gill and Montague, eight 
affmnative votes are required to 
close a district school. 
Langknecht's proposal avoided 
the necessity of reaching a 
'supermajority' of the nine­
member committee by leaving 
the Hillcrest School 'open' for 
the education ofpre-K students. 

proposed a pre-K through K 
school at Hillcrest, and a grade 
1 through 5 school at Sheffield, 
with Montague 6th graders 
moving to the middle school, 
and Montague Center closed. 
This proposal gained Kociela's 
support, and found Castro­
Santos abstaining. With Colton 
and Langknecht voting no, the 
proposal failed to gain 8 
affirmative votes. 

MQRE PW SouGHJ 
The school committee asked 

Gee for more financial data on 
the inlpact of the first and third 
proposals, since they 
represented va.nat10ns on 
scenarios previously con­
sidered, which had showed a 
range of savings from $89,000 
for closing half of Hillcrest 

School to 
$255,000 for 

'' I 'm not a big 
closing both 
Hillcrest and 

believer in 
consolidation. As I 

Montague Center. 
Closing Mon-
tague Center 
alone would save 
the district be­
tween $139,000 

look across the 
river at a 
consolidated 

and $159,000, 
depending on 
how the Turners 

elementary school 
structure, it is 
actually something 
of a threat. If you 
close Montague 
Center, why does 
Gill get their own 
school?" 

campus is con­
figured. 

With Glen 
Couture from the 
Massachusetts 
Association of 
School 
Committees 
facilitating, the 
discussion began 
with Langknecht 
stating, "To be 
sustainable, we 
need to grow the 
district, rather 

- Ted Castro-Santos 
than shrink the 
district. This is 
not a school 

The school district's attorney, 
Fred DuPre, present at the 
meeting, said a simple majority 
of the quorum would be 
required to pass Langknecht's 
proposal. With all nine school 
committee members present and 
voting, five yes votes would 
have been needed for the 
proposal to pass, but when the 
roll call ca.me only Richard 
Colton joined Langknecht and 
Castro-Santos in the 
a.ffmnative. 

Next, Valeria Smith proposed 
closing Montague Center 
School and leaving the Turners 
Falls campus intact, with a pre­
K through grade 2 school at 
Hillcrest and a grade 3 through 
6 school at Sheffield. Under this 
proposal, the 86 students at 
Montague Center would be 
absorbed into the two Turners 
Falls schools. School co1mnittee 
chair Ma.iy Kociela. joined 
Colton, Langknecht, and 
Castro-Santos in voting against 
this motion, which fell sho1t of 
the required eight a.ffiima.tive 
votes. 

Finally, Teny Lapichinski 

closing process 
but an elementary 

configuration process. The 
mandate of the elementary 
school configuration com1nittee 
was to establish the optimal 
configuration for the district 
independent of budgeting 
issues, then to fit that 
configuration into our fiscal 
rea.li ty." 

He continued, "We need to 
increase the graduation rate, 
increase student achievement, 
raise scores on standardized 
tests, engage a broad range of 
student needs, and continue to 
expand community involve­
ment, while meeting federal and 
state criteria.." 

Castro-Santos said, "I've sat 
through meetings on this 
question for two and a ha.If 
years, and it's struck me this 
whole question of school 
closure is multi-faceted. People 
like to spin it one way or spin it 
another. Is it about money? 
Sure, it's about money. It's 
about one percent of our budget. 
But the vision ( of educational 
goals for the district) is relevant. 
I'm hoping it will be front and 
center in our discussion." 

He said he felt the move to 
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''There is a serious financial 
problem, not only in the 
schools but in the town and in 
every family's pocket that 
lives in the confines of the 
GMRSD." 

agreement with Smith: opposed 
to closing Hillcrest. 
Lapichinski, suffering a bad 
case of la1yngitis, appeared to 
take the same position. 

Colton said, "I'd have to look 
at any school closing as only 
accounting for a small 
percentage of a budget sho1tfall. 
We're still looking at a 
$800,000 sho1tfall." He claimed 
the only area of town where 
population was growing was in 
Montague Center, where space 
for new housing existed. "You 
would want to have an 
education center where there are 
new housing starts," said 
Colton, "in Montague Center, 
where the school has 
consistently had the highest 
educational performance, 
measured at the third grade 
level. With the least savings for 
the disti·ict, that's the school I 
would back off from closing." 

-Valeria Smith 

consolidate elementa1y schools 
in Montague in order to 
alleviate some "inequity" in the 
district "raises a.la.rm bells. I'm 
not a big believer in 
consolidation. Whether I am a 
representative of Gill or a 
resident of Gill, even though 
people in Montague get to vote 
for me, in fa.ct I do look out for 
my town, though I hope to make 
decisions for the good of the 
entire district. As I look across 
the river at a consolidated 
elementaiy school stmcture, it is 
actually something of a threat. If 
you close Montague Center, 
why does Gill get their own 
school?" 

Castro-Santos asked if the 
committee was engaged in 
advancing "a vision of optimal 
elementaiy education," or "is it 
a social engineering question 
we're hying to deal with here? 
We have far-flung communities 
in our district. To create unity in 
Montague might actually create 
problems down the road for 
Gill." 

Kociela responded to 
La.ngknecht's earlier remarks 
about the elementa.1y school 
co1mnittee's mandate. "I do not 
remember saying that our 
decision would be independent 
of our fiscal situation. I need to 
say, there's a point where the 
fiscal situation is reality." 

Rupy Jo CJ O§f: A Scuoox ? 
Couture ran through figures 

for the schools' looming budget 
crunch. Gee said the disti·ict had 
run up against a $250,000 
shortfall in this year's 
transportation, school choice, 
and special education budgets. 
The district is tiying to 
overcome this year's deficit 
while grappling with next yeai·'s 
budget. The superintendent 
projected the schools' operating 
budget would grow by at least 
$800,000 in '08, assuming no 
changes in staff or program. 

Couture asked if the 
co1mnittee had consensus on the 
need to close a school. 

After a silence, Kociela said, 
"We did come to a consensus 
we wanted a Iai·ger grade span: 
K-5, or K-6. Given that, do we 
have consensus on closing a 
school?" 

Kris Boyle said, "There is a 
need to close a school. There is 
need for consolidation. The 
population of children under 18 

is declining gradually 
(nationwide) and doesn't appear 
to be growing in this area." She 
asked, "Are all the schools in 
Montague filled to capacity? Or 
could we equalize classroom 
space, to be fair to our students 
and fair to our teachers, and cut 
down on expenses for the 
district?" 

Couture phrased the question 
another way. "Is anyone 
opposed to the option of closing 
a school?" No one said yes. 

Then he said, "OK. Let's 
have it. Is anyone opposed to 
closing a certain school?" 

Smith said, "We need to look 
towai·d the needs of all of the 
disti·ict's children. There is a 
serious financial problem, not 
only in the schools but in the 
town and in every fa1nily's 
pocket that lives in the confines 
of the GMRSD. It's necessary 
that we bite the bullet and make 
a hard decision to let the 
townspeople know that we a.re 
willing to close a school, if we 
ever hope to get them to 
embrace us and tiust us and go 
fo1wa.rd with an ovenide. As 
chair of the budget 
subcommittee, I can't see 
closing a school is going to get 
us the money we need to close 
the gap. But we ai·e willing to 

Boyle and Castro-Santos got 
into a brief argument about 
whether the GMRSD owned 
enough land for the Montague 
Center School to expand on its 
current lot, with Boyle saying 
there was plenty of room for 
school expansion on the Turners 
campus, and Castro-Santos 
saying there was adequate room 
at Montague Center as well. 

"Based on the (public) 
forums, I am leaning pretty 
heavily against closing 
Montague Center School at this 
point," said Castro-Santos. 

Kociela. said, "This is very 
hai·d. I absolutely feel we need 
to close a school. I think we 
should move 6th graders to the 
middle school. I think we 
should have intra-district 
choice. We could make it a 
positive change." 

[Dupre affinned it would 
require not merely a vote of a 
majority of the school 
co1mnittee, but a simple 
majority of town meetings in 
both Gill and Montague to 
change the district agreement to 

''There is a need to close 
a school. There is need for 

consolidation. The 
population of children 

under 18 is declining 
gradually and doesn't 

appear to be growing in 
this area." 

make a hai·d decision." 
S1nith said she would not be 

willing to close Hillcrest 
School, saying the classrooms 
there are large and the building 
is handicapped accessible. 

Boyle and Deb Bourbeau 
both stated they were in 

-Kris Boyle 

allow inti·a-disti'ict choice, or to 
pennit Gill 6th graders to attend 
the middle school. The present 
agreement calls for K-6 students 
to be educated in buildings 
within the borders of their 
towns.] 

see SCHOOLS pg 11 
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Kociela continued, "For 
people who think we should 
not close Montague Center, I 
want to know how you plan 
to balance the budget. In my 
five years on the school 
committee, we've had two 
failed overrides. We've 
made painful cuts. It's either 
Hillcrest or Montague 
Center. I go back and forth. 
If I had to pick right now, I 
would probably choose (to 
close) Montague Center. I'm 
very sorry to say that." She 
repeated the last remark. 

Grade Span 
Sensing an impasse, 

Couture shifted the topic to 
the committee's preferred 
grade span model, hoping 
this would be a more pro­
ductive avenue of discus­
sion. 

Mike Langknecht led off 
by saying all available data, 
including two-thirds of the 
167 respondents to a random 
sample of district residents, 
support an unbroken grade 
span for elementary stu­
dents, rather than the present 
arrangement (one school K-
6 in Gill, a K-3 in Montague 
Center, a pre-K through 2 at 
Hillcrest, and a 3-6 at 
Sheffield). Langknecht said 

terrupted grade span 
schools, saying kindergarten 
is generally viewed as the 
introduction to a child's ele­
mentary school education. 

Feeling stumped by the 
apparent lack of consensus, 
Kociela turned to Couture 
for guidance. 

Reminding them of fiscal 
reality, Couture told the 
committee, "Make no mis­
take, the machete will fall, 
within the next two 
months," as the budget 
process for '08 begins in 
earnest and the school com­
mittee will likely face the 
task of cutting staff or pro­
grams, if no new revenues or 
savings are found. 

"We can cut operational 
costs by closing a school," 
said Langknecht. "But clos­
ing schools may lose enroll­
ment as well. We need to 
increase sales as opposed to 
cutting costs." 

"This budget gap will 
require both," Kociela 
responded. "I want to grow 
the district, but it isn't going 
to happen in time for next 
year's budget." 

INCREASING BE\'FNUE 
Since Gee and Kociela 

had both said further cuts to 
staff or program would be 
difficult to contemplate, 
after years of cutbacks, 
Couture took time out to 

look over 

'' I would be happy 
possible 
sources of 
additional 
revenue for 
the district. 
Making pro­
jections at 

to operate Sheffield 
and Hillcrest as con­
tiguous K-5 or K-6 
schools." 

- Mike Langknecht 

this early 
stage of 
town and 
state budget 
preparation 
is guess­
w o r k , 
Couture 

admitted, but he 
said an opti­

the absence of transitions mistic look at what could be 
between schools at the ele- in the state aid pipeline for 
mentary level has been stud- the GMRSD next year might 
ied and shown to enhance include - at best - a $75,000 
student academic achieve- hike in regional transporta­
ment. He said he would sup- tion funding and a $140,000 
port a K-5 or K-6 school at inflation increase in Chapter 
Montague Center. He envi- 70. 
sioned creating an early Gee noted an increase in 
childhood education center the number of students 
at Hillcrest, and sharing that 'choicing in' to the GMRSD, 
building with the town for from 65 over the last few 
use as a Senior Center. years to 83 this year. But she 

He also said, "I would be said the final figures were 
happy to operate Sheffield not in for how many stu­
and Hillcrest as contiguous dents had 'choiced out' of 
K-5 or K-6 schools." the district this year. 

Castro-Santos said the Approximately $5,000 fol­
idea of making Hillcrest an lows a student choicing in or 
early childhood learning out of the district. 
center would play to the Couture estimated it 
physical strengths of the would take 120 more stu­
building its elf. dents 'choicing in' to the 

Kociela said, "I'm not district to make up the rest 
convinced you can't keep of the projected budget gap. 
kindergarten in Hillcrest. If He also estimated Pluto 
it's so set up for early child- would become a planet again 
hood." before that happened. 

But Langknecht held to The only other new rev-
his position in favor of unin- enue source committee 
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''F or people who think 

podium. Speaking as chair 
of the selectboard, she told 
the committee that if they 
adopted the option of clos­
ing part of Hillcrest School, 
"the part closed would 
become our responsibility. 
We have talked with the 
director of the Gill­
Montague Senior Center 
about the possibility of mov­
ing there and she was enthu­
siastic about it. Nothing has 
been planned. Nothing has 
been decided. If you throw 
us that reality, we will find 
out what to do about it." 

we should not close 
Montague Center, I want 
to know how you plan to 

balance the budget." 

- Mary Kociela, chair, 
GMRSD school committee 

members could cite as a pos­
sibility was an override of 
Proposition 2½. 

"I see that as what this is 
about," said Castro-Santos. 
"(Closing a school) is the 
1 %, but it is a sacrifice. (So 
we can say:) 'Look, we've 
made the hard decision. 
Now, we need an override."' 

He reiterated his support 
for Montague Center, as a 
school with a track record of 
academic achievement and 
"an awful lot of community 
support." 

Smith responded, "I could 
not support taking Hillcrest 
down to pre-K. We are 
assuming someone else is 
going to go in there, to take 
care of the numbers." 

[Later, Gee said the pro­
jected savings of closing 
half of Hillcrest School, 
approximately $90,000, 
could not be realized with­
out another agency subleas­
ing part of the building and 
sharing utility costs. Castro­
Santos countered by saying 
the chief savings would be 
realized from cutting staff 
positions if the school were 
partially closed, not from 
utility costs.] 

Boyle said, even if 
Hillcrest were partially 
closed, "I would still think 
we need to close Montague 
Center." 

Langknecht argued new 
school choice revenues were 
a possibility, and the district 
could make gains by recov­
ering students who live in 
the district but - for whatev­
er reason - are not attending 
district schools. "Substan­
tive changes in our program 
make a big difference in our 
enrollment. Greenfield 
Center School and Bement 
are carrying on a mass mar­
keting campaign for our stu­
dents. However you feel 
about it, we're in a market. 
We have data that suggests 
the residents of our town do 
not like split grade span 
schools." 

Loss OF STUDENTS 

Langknecht detailed the 
loss of 250 students who 
live in Gill or Montague but 
presently are not enrolled in 
district schools. Of these, he 
said, 167 'choice out' to 
other area public schools, 21 

are home schooled, 30 
attend the Greenfield Center 
School, some attend 
Franklin County Tech and 
some drop out. 

Bourbeau proposed two 
side by side broad grade 
span schools at the Turners 
campus, one specializing in 
the arts, the other in math 

Pruitt said she had not 
heard of a possible town re­
use for the Montague Center 
School building. 

She also said, "I don't 
know anyone in town hall 
who has the heart to go for 
an override again. If we 
could keep the increase in 
the school's operating budg­
et to 2½% (approximately 
$330,000), that would be 
reality for us." 

If half of Hillcrest School 
,, were to be closed: 

We have talked with the 
director of the Gill-Montague 

Senior Center about the possi­
bility of moving there and she 

was enthusiastic about it. 
Nothing has been planned. 

Nothing has been decided. If 
you throw us that reality, we 

will find out what 
to do about it." 

- Patricia Pruitt, chair, 
Montague selectboard 

and science, to act as mag­
nets for students. 

At this point, Kociela 
said, "I'm stumped as to 
where to go. We know we 
don't have what we need for 
votes. I don't know how to 
bring this to a closure. 

Castro-Santos reminded 
the committee that a super­
majority of eight would not 
be needed to keep Hillcrest 
open as an early childhood 
education center, but wor­
ried whether this shortcut to 
the school closing process 
would be damaging to the 
integrity of the committee. 
He asked to hear from one 
member - Sue Henry, the 
newest representative, from 
Gill - who had not spoken 
yet. 

"I flip flop," said Henry, 
comparing her stance to 
Kociela's. Henry said she 
was leaning toward closing 
Montague Center School. 

Patricia Pruitt came to the 

Kociela adjoumed the meet­
ing by urging members to return 
on December 12th ready to take 
up the proposals once again. "I 
think we did a lot tonight," she 
said. "We finally had some very 
good discussion (among the 
collllnittee members). I'm look­
ing fo1ward to the next meeting 
to sift through the info1mation 
and try to get some 1111111■ 
movement." 11!1 

MCTV to Air School 
Committee Meeting 
The School Committee 
School Closing debate 
will air in its entirety on 
MCTV, Channel 17, on 
November 30th at 7 p.m., 
Fiiday, December 1st at 9 
a.m., Tuesday, December 
5th at 7 p.m., and 
Wednesday, December 
6th at 8:30 a.m. 
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Turners Beats Greenfield in Bruising Battle 
BY LEE CARIGNAN 
GREENFIELD - The Turners 
Falls Indians defeated the 
Greenfield Green Wave 14 -8 in 
the 80th meeting of their annu­
al Thanksgiving Day game last 
Thursday. It was the first time 
Turners has won in ten years, 
and only the second time they 
have beaten Greenfield since 
1985. It was a big win for 
Turners, who have had trouble 
putting teams away all season. 
But this tin1e Turners would 
come up big defensively in the 
second half to upset the Green 
Wave. 

The Indians came out hitting 
in this game, especially on 
defense. Turners played all 
morning like they wanted the 
game more than their oppo­
nents. The team seemed to be 
taking out their fmstration on 
Greenfield, after a season of 
tough defeats. The extra week 
of preparation had Turners 
looking fresh, with renewed 
energy. They forced the Green 
Wave into 11 penalties and 3 
turnovers, also forcing 
Greenfield star mnning back 
Sean Boyle out of the game 
because of a rib injmy. 

Turners qua1terback Adam 
Bastarache won the John F. 
Harrington Most Valuable 
Player award for his phenome­
nal play on both sides of the 
ball. It was the first time a 

Turners player has won the 
award since 1996. Bastarache 
had a sensational game helping 
the Indians in eve1y phase of 
the game including quarter­
back, linebacker, and on special 
teams. He has become the 
Turners version of Troy Brown. 
Bastarache threw a 48-yard 
touchdown pass, returned a 
punt for a touchdown, and had a 
tremendous game at linebacker 
making big tackles and recover­
ing fumbles. 

Greenfield got off to a fast 
strut in the early moments of the 
game, causing Turners' fans to 
get a little anxious. The Green 
Wave stopped Turners on their 
opening possession and 
received the ball on their 19-
yard line. Greenfield's explo­
sive mnning back Sean Boyle 
shredded Turners' defense with 
mns of 44, and 42 yards, the lat­
ter run for a touchdown to put 
Greenfield up 8-0 with 8:44 to 
go in the first quarter. 

It seemed like it was going to 
be another long Thanksgiving 
Day game for Turners Falls. 
Making matters worse, the 
Boys in Blue fumbled on their 
next possession, giving 
Greenfield the ball at the 
Turners' 43-yard line. But the 
momentum of the game turned 
fast on a key fourth down sihia­
tion. Tmners managed to stop 
Boyle short of the first down, in 

HOME GOOKIN' 

Lainb Leftovers 
Readers are always encouraged to send in recipes for this occasion­
al column. Below is a fa1101ite ftvm Connie Day, of Greenfield. 

Using the leftovers from a leg of lainb roast is sometimes a 
challenge, and I find this to be a delicious and heaity alternative 
to sandwiches. I use an old Corning Ware casserole that has tena­
ciously survived since it was presented as a gift in the early 
1960's. It holds six cups comfo1tably and we needn't be con­
cerned with chemical transference. 

Soak 1/2 cup pearl barley overnght in 2 cups of water, cov­
ered. 

Brown about 3 cups cooked bite-size pieces of lainb in the 
bottom of a covered casserole, with a teaspoon taingon, 3-4 bay 
leaves, and a teaspoon fennel. 

Add the barley with the 
water, and one 14-oz. can of 
beef broth, preferably low sodi­
um. Simmer about 1/2 hour 
until barley is tender. 

Add 4 peeled,chopped car­
rots, 4 stalks of chopped celery, 
2 cups chopped onion, ground 
pepper, and simmer gently 
about three-quarters of an hour 
until carrots are soft enough to 
break with a fork . . . 

Musty COMFORTER? Sandy AREA RUG? 
or iust LOTS of laundry? 

suzaars:BRING n ON. 
TIIIIIWASHIIIIRI BACK/ 

,1,11~ -

Always Hot Dryers! ~ 
Suzee's Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

the process injuring the star 
mnning back's ribs. Although 
the courageous Boyle kept re­
entering the game, he would 
never be the same. 

Both teams' defenses tight­
ened up, making it a field posi­
tion game throughout the rest of 
the first qua1ter. Turners was 
clearly strnggling to run the 
football against Greenfield, and 
the Green Wave couldn't 
muster anything against 
Turners after the Boyle injmy. 

Early in the second quarter 
Turners caught their first big 
break of the game when Boyle 
muffed the punt for Greenfield, 
allowing Turners to take over 
on the Greenfield 15-yard line. 
You have to wonder how much 
Boyle's injmy played a role in 
the play, and whether he should 
have continued playing in the 
first place. Unfo1tunately the 
Indians could not take advan­
tage of the miscue. On second 
down Scott Rau fumbled at the 

goal line causing the ball to go 
out of the end zone for a touch 
back. It was a tough break for 
the Indians. 

But Turners didn't allow it to 
affect their play as they contin­
ued to dominate the second 
quaiter. On the first play of 
their next drive quarterback 
Adam Bastarache found a wide­
open Tom Field and hit him 
with a 48-yard touchdown pass. 
Sunny Lucas missed the extra 
point keeping the score 8-6 with 
4:49 left to go in the second 
quaiter. 

Turners' tough defense con­
tinued to gain momenhun as 
they held Greenfield to another 
3-and-out. Mike Clai·k punted 
with Greenfield backed up near 
the end zone. Bastarache field­
ed the ball at the Greenfield 35-
yard line, got some key blocks, 
ai1d exploded down the field for 
a touchdown to put Turners up 
12-8 with 3:23 left in the sec­
ond qtwter. 

Just before halftime, Turners 
had another golden oppo1ttmity 
to score when Bastarache inter­
cepted a Nick Melendes pass 
and reh1rned it to the Greenfield 
4-yard line. But on Turners' 
first play from scrimmage Evan 
Bmso fumbled, turning the ball 
back over to Greenfield. It was 
the second time in the qua1ter 
Turners had a turnover neai· the 
goal line. Faced with poor field 
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position the Green Wave took a 
safety to make the score 14-8 at 
halftime. 

Defense dominated the sec­
ond half, as the rain came 
down, and the play became 
sloppy. Greenfield continued to 
shoot itself in the foot with 
holding penalties. Midway 
through the fomth qtia1ter the 
Green Wave engineered a 9-
play drive with solid running by 
Sean Boyle. But on a big fourth 
down and 2 situation the 
Indians' tough defense sh1ffed 
Boyle at the 29-yard line hold­
ing him sho1t of a first down to 
help preserve their lead. 

In the final minutes of the 
fomth quarter both teams con­
tinued to him the ball over, 
allowing Greenfield to stay in 
the game. But with 1 :38 left, 
Adam Bastarache recovered a 
Boyle fumble to seal the victo-
1y for Turners. Greenfield play­
ers and fans left the game 
shlnned in disbelief. 

With the big win Turners 
Falls improves their record to 2 
- 8 on the season and finish on a 
positive note. Despite their 
tough season the boys in blue 
have a lot to be proud of, by 
beating Greenfield. It's always 
special day when Tmners beats 
Greenfield on Thanksgiving: 
hopefully this momenhun will 
cany over to next season. 

Allons Z'Enf ants 
BY FLORE - Let's sta1t with a 
simple quiz about your knowl­
edge of French culhire! 

How many of you know 
where the phrase: Allons z'en­
fants comes from? 

What does it mean? Answer? 
The opening line of the 

Marseillaise, bien sur, the 
French revolutiona1y national 
anthem, composed by Rouget 
Delisle! 

Translation? 
It means: "Let's go children 

of the homeland!" and it contin­
ues, "le }our de gloire est 
arrive" the glorious day (of 
freedom) has finally come! 

Thus sang the brave people 
of the French Revolution of 
1789. 

The French have been 
regarded since as an unruly 
bunch, (I know, because I am 
lucky to be one of them) being 
charged for practically putting 
wine in the milk bottles of their 
infants at an early age. 

If you ask anyone walking in 
the streets of France, they 
would asse1t: 

"Being French is having the 
right to veto any questionable, 
tmclear, or fraudulent political 
rnatter ... " 

Yes, they were the same ones 
on the barricades in '68 and 
again early this spring, trying 
again to wake up the world to 

liberte, 
egalite, fra­
ternite! 

Other 
nations see 
the French 
as totally 
infatuated 
with their 
own histo-
1y. 

Rather 
unusual, 
wouldn't 
you say? 

They 
remain, in spite of all judg­
ments, feai'less, sticking to their 
gtms and, Mon Dieu, worst of 
all, nonconfonnists. 

When all solutions have 
been evaluated and dismissed, 
they shout, daringly: 

Vive La Liberte! 
They also happen to be one 

nation you frequently encom1ter 
as you travel the globe. 

Would you believe that this 
impehlous breed exists in our 
own backyard? 

Based in both Greenfield 
and Brattleboro, the French 
association called La Ronde has 
been active since 1976. It was 
started with several goals in 
mind. 

First, to welcome expatriates 
and their families living in this 
rolling part. of New England. 

After all, who named Ve1mont 
the green mountain? Encore les 
Fran9ais! 

Second, to speak this extra­
ordinaiy language, in order not 
to grow tmaccustomed to their 
native tongue. Third, to provide 
an oppo1tunity to share their 
wa1mth with Francophones in 
the region. Fourth, to socialize 
once a month arotmd a plentiful 
potluck dinner. Interested? 

Mark and reserve the second 
Wednesday of each month for 
this purpose. 

And sacre bleu, don't forget, 
in the meantime, to toast to 
everyone's health, this week: le 
Beaujolais nouveau est arrive! 

For further info1mation, con-
tact Betsy Judson: 
rwc2esj@sover net. 
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Our Stories, Our Selves - or Not 
BY JENNY CHAPIN 
MONTAGUE CENTER - I 
was wandering around 
Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst 
last week, looking at names and 
dates on gravestones, wonder­
ing about the people under­
neath. Were a husband and wife 
happy together, and what was it 
like for one when the other died 
first, especially if the survivor 
lived on for years? When some­
one died young, what happened, 
and were the parents able to 
pick up their lives again after 
btuying their child? Did the 
woman listed solo under her sis­
ter and brother-in-law have a 
love affair that ended in heru.t­
break, or was she an adventurer 
in a time when women didn't 
have both husbands and 
cru.·eers? 

Some stones record profes­
sions (doctor, professor, priest), 
one says "servant of God, hop-

ing for immo1tality", another 
lists the date and place of mar­
riage. These things are part of 
our identities, what makes our 
lives feel like they matter. As 
another stone declared, "a use­
ful life completed." 

So many stories, I think to 
myself; a sto1y for every stone 
in eve1y cemete1y in the world, 
in pauper's graves and mounds 
marked only with a wooden 
cross and mass burials in 
wa1time or plague. We decorate 
our gravestones with the barest 
information and hope we will be 
remembered after we die, hope 
someone notices the stone that 
is all that is left of us, just as we 
hope we are noticed while we're 
alive. 

I don't know about you, but 
sometimes I cling tenaciously to 
my stories, to what I've decided 
is the trnth about myself, some­
one else, or a situation. This 

usually happens when some pa1t 
of me feels threatened, when I 
don't feel seen or understood. 
The constant warfare - both 
large scale and one-on-one - on 
this beautiful planet demon­
strates how some of us defend 
our stories with our last breath. 
"This is who I am," we pro­
claim, and persist in believing, 
even when that sto1y brings our 
world down in rnins. 

We persist because we think 
our stories are who we are, 
rather than our responses to 
what happens to us. Often we 
persist because we want some 
degree of control over our lives 
in the midst of a world that 
rarely allows us to choose how 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

events unfold. We want a mea­
sure of security and safety for 
which there is no guarantee -
and when we tiy to orchestrate 
that non-existent state, we can 
box ourselves into up frnstration 
and unhappiness. 

We get so attached to our sto­
ries that we don't even question 
them. They strut to nm our lives, 
detennining not only our pre­
sent but our future. They 
become a broken record 
(remember those?), with content 
that becomes irrelevant over 
time but that we use nonetheless 
to justify our world view. We 
elaborate on specific memories 
and forget most of the rest, fur­
ther skewing the picture. 

But if we let go of the sto1y­
lines, even for a moment, it's 
possible to tune into another 
view of ourselves, one that goes 
beyond our roles in relationship 
to others, and our assumption of 

various qualities (yotmg, old, 
important, enlightened, afraid, 
ignorant, etc.). Beyond defini­
tions based on liinited percep­
tions (are you really important, 
or ignorant, or any of those 
labels?), is the relief of no 
longer carrying around our 
ideas of who we ru.·e, and an 
openness to finding who we 
trnly are, whatever our role. 

Underneath all the stories we 
tell about ourselves, I think it is 
generally a simple tale: whatev­
er we do, we want to be happy; 
the best way to be happy is to be 
fully ourselves; and it is the 
impact of our happiness on oth­
ers that will outlive the stones 
raised over our dead bodies. 

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc­
turist, bodyworker, and yoga 
teacher in Greenfield. Suggest 
a topic or question for her col­
umn at jgchapin@crocker.com. 

Carbon Monoxide: Invisible Killer 
BY FRED CICETTI, 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I had a bird '.s 
nest in my chimney and our 
heating guy told me we were 
probably getting some carbon 
monoxide in the house. He said 
that this is bad for your health. 
How bad? 

Cru.·bon monoxide ( chemical 
symbol CO) is a colorless and 
odorless gas that can kill you. 
CO is a byproduct of combus­
tion. It comes out of car 
tailpipes, gas ovens, fireplaces 
and heating systems. 
That bird's nest was blocking 
the evacuation of CO out of 
your chimney from your fur­
nace and hot-water heater. The 
gas was backing up into your 
house. 

Red blood cells absorb CO 
more readily than they pick up 
oxygen. If there is a lot of CO 
in the air, the body may replace 
oxygen in blood with CO. This 
blocks oxygen from getting 
into the body, which can hurt 

mLUSlRATION: JESSICA HARMON 

you and eventually kill you. 
People with chronic heart 

disease, anemia, or respirato1y 
problems are more susceptible 
to the effects of CO. And many 
seniors fit into one or more of 
those categories. 

The most common symp­
toms of CO poisoning are 
headache, dizziness, weakness, 
irregular breathing, nausea, 
vomiting, chest pain, and con­
fusion. You should go outdoors 
and breathe some fresh air 
immediately if you suspect CO 

~aissance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

poisoning. Then get medical 
attention right away. 

If you stay in the house, you 
could become tmconscious and 
die. 

The proper operation and 
maintenance of all fuel-burn­
ing appliances is the most 
important way to reduce the 
risk of getting dangerous CO 
in your home. When appli­
ances are kept in good working 
condition, they produce little 
CO. Also, having your chim­
ney checked regularly is smart. 

Signs that might indicate 
improper appliance operation 
include: 

• Decreasing hot water sup­
ply 

• Furnace unable to heat 
house or rnns constantly 

• Sooting, especially on 
appliances 

• Unfamiliar or burning 
odor 

• Increased condensation 
inside windows 

Here are some no-nos: leav­
ing a car rnnning in a garage 
even with the door open, oper­
ating a gas generator in the 
house, burning charcoal 
indoors, using a gas oven or 
dryer to heat the house, and 
putting foil on the bottom of a 
gas oven because it interferes 
with combustion. 

And here's one that may 
surprise you. Do you have a 
car with a tailgate? 

If you drive with a tailgate 
open, you must open windows 
to make sure air is moving 
through your car. If only the 
tailgate is open, CO from the 
exhaust will be pulled into the 
car. 

Next to preventing the pro­
duction of CO, the best 
defense against this lethal gas 
is a CO alarm. CO gas distrib­
utes evenly and quickly 
throughout the house. A CO 
detector should be installed 
outside bedrooms to alert 

sleeping residents. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com 

Bat In or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS1 

QUESADILLAS 

Now serving 
People's Pint Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

10 Fiske Ave- downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat t t :30 am• 9 pm 

Ann Forslund 
Rl:/\UOR' 

FOUR DIRECTIONS ------
Business: 413-863-9736 ext. 12 
E-mail: AnnForslund@gjar.com 
Our Wehsite: www.gjar.com/Ourlistings 

............ Now Accepting 
~ New Clients! 

Geri Johnson 6 Associates 
lllAllORS 

66 French King llighwar 
Gill, ~IA O 1176 

"" 
FovP-. 01~Ec110NS 
H EALI N 4 A"-TS 

HEALING ARTS 
Acuptmcture 

Massage, Reiki 
Flower Essence Therapy 

I can. devote my e:xperien.ce and rime ro n.ew buyers and sellers. 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 

II AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

✓ PC Sales & Se1vice 

✓ MAC Software Support 

Veronica Phaneuf 
(413) 367-0025 

about-face@verizon net 

✓ Network Suppo1t and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Suppo1t 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 
•· Uil' • :n•i·i•► 

74( Main Street • Northfield 

413-498-5166 

Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Neil, M.A. 
Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA 01351 • 413.367.9514 
J orume@moonrisemedicinals.com 
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Jep's Place: MCTV Schedule 
Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XII Chrumel 17: Friday, December 1st through Thursday, December 7th 

Friday, December 1 9:00 am Discovery Center Friends Coffee 
House Series 

The Old Green Car 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - After Julia died, Ma 
sent us out to play in the old 
green car, more and more. We 
spent hours and hours 
pretending we were royalty 
going for a ride. The car really 
wasn't old. In fact it still looked 
practically brand new. Pa had 
parked it out behind the bam 
when the engine bearings 
bumed out. He went back to the 
Essex agency to buy another 
Essex - a tan one. 

"For $50, I buy a better 
Essex than the first one that cost 
$1000," he said. "The 
Depression is a bad time. But if 
you got money, it's good. 
Everything is cheap." 

I loved that old green car and 
made up my mind that someday 
I'd get a good motor 
somewhere, maybe in a 
junkyard, and I'd drive that car 
all over the country just like the 

trips we imagined. 
There was something 

magical about being inside the 
car. We were transported to 
another land away from the 
outside world. We became 
royalty, rich beyond belief, 
going on fabulous joumeys to 
far off lands, attending 
Cinderella balls, royal weddings 
and tours to exotic places. 

As driver, I was a skillful 
chauffeur and not a bad boy. I 
couldn't wait until I was old 
enough to fix up our friend, the 
old green car, and drive 
endlessly on real adventures. 
Parking that car out behind the 
barn was the best thing Pa had 
ever done for us kids. We never 
ceased to wonder at Ma.ma's 
quick consent whenever we 
asked pennission to play in it. 

"Go, go. Play as long as you 
want. I fix you lunch." 

The girls dressed up in the 
fancy cast-off clothes that 
people were forever giving 
Mama, nowhere near her size, 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAl.l 863-8&&&. FAX 863-3050 
20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

CARPENTRY 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

SERVICES 

PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW 
Sita Lang, (413) 834-7569. 
Hauling your used goods to 
people and places in need, and 
not necessarily to the landfill. 
Free Estimates. 

LAND WANTED 
Seeking buildable land near 
Montague Center. Please call 
Douglas or Ginny, 
617.623.23833. No agents pis. 

TUTOR AVAILABLE 

Emphasis on reading, writing and 
verbal skills. Steady clients only. 
Must be motivated. 413-863-
5149. 

DOLAN & D1

0t:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

and usually some strange style. I 
don't know if they expected her 
to wear those gowns when 
slopping the hogs, but they were 
perfect dress-up clothes for our 
fantasy ti·ips. 

After my sisters got their 
finery on, I'd unsnap the top of 
my cap and play the part of 
chauffeur. I'd hold the door 
open for them as they climbed 
into the car in their grand attire. 
"To the opera, James," they'd 
say in a snooty voice, and we'd 
take off on our fantasy trip with 
appropriate engine noises 
provided by the chauffeur. We 
stuffed the emerald chariot's cut 
glass bud vases on the doorposts 
with daises or Indian 
paintbrushes. 

I never dreamed that our 
beloved old green car would 
ever be gone. It had be.en a part 
of ow· lives as long as I could 
remember and I always thought 
it'd be there until the day I died. 

... to be continued ne,"Ct week 

b Seekine to Hire Co11mitted Reporttrr 
to Cover Local Board Meetines. 

(If YQll l.rol 1 Cc/llhlltttd Ye!, We Can tel Yw CcllllJliftu./ 

hr Det.ails: ull 413-863-866' 

8:00 am Montague Update-Lisa Ooval 
9:00 am GMRSD Meeting 11/28 
12:30 am Family Friends 
1 :00 am There and Back with Karen Adams 
6:00 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow #'20 
6:30 pm Mass Wilderness-Winter 
7:00 pm This is Montague-Milers Falls Rod & 
Gun 
8:00 pm TFHS Week in Review 
8:30 pm On the Trail of the Fisher Cat 

Saturday, December 2 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #'20 
8:30 am Mass Wilderness-Winter 
9:00 am This is Montague-Millen; Falls Rod & 
Gun 
10:00 am TFHS Week in Review 
10:30 am On the Trail of the Fisher Cat 
6:00 pm Over the Falls: Harvey Schaktman 
7:00 pm NASA Kids Science News 
Networ1cRetum to Right 
8:00 pm The Well Being: Taking Care in a 
Relationship w/an Addict 
9:00 pm Montague Historical Society Annual 
Meeli1g 
10:00 pm Mass Wilderness: Autumn 2006 

Sunday, December 3 
8:00 am Over the Falls: Harvey Schaktman 
9:00 am NASA Kids Science Network: Return 
to Flight 
10:00 am The Wei Being: Taking Care in a 
Relationship w/an Addict 
11 :OOam Montague Historical Society Annual 
Meeli1g 
12:00 pm Mass Wilderness: Autumn 2006 
6:00 pm Montague Update-Laura Eden­
Patnode 
7:00 pm Discovery Center Friends Coffee 
House Series 
9:00 pm Wild Edible Plants in Massachusetts 

Monday, December 4 
8:00 am Montague Update-Laura Eden­
Patnode 

11 :00 am Wild Edible Plants in Massachusetts 
6:00 pm Over the Falls-Harvey Schaktman 
7:00 pm Montague Selectboard LIVE 
9:00 pm Steve Alves Western Mass. Film 
Collectoo 
10:00 pm Massachusetts Parks-Access for All 
10:30 pm aassic Arts Showcase 

Tuesday, December 5 
8:00 am Over the Falls-Harvey Schaktman 
9:00 am Steve Alves Westem Mass. Film 
Collectoo 
10:00 am Massachusetts Parks-Access for All 
10:30 am aassic Arts Showcase 
6:30 pm TFHS Week in Re>,iew 
7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting 11/28 
10:30 pm This is Montague-Millers Falls Rod & 
Gun 

Wednesday, December 6 
8:00 am TFHS Week in Re>,iew 
8:30 am GMRSD Meeting 11/28 
12:00 pm This is Montague-Millers Falls Rod & 
Gun 
6:30 pm NASA Destination Tomonow #'20 
7:00 pm GED Connection #17 
7:30 pm The Well Being: Taking Care in a 
Relationship w/an Addict 
8:30 pm Montague Historical Society Annual 
Meeting 
9:30 pm Prevailing Winds in Denmark 

Thursday, December 7 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #'20 
8:30 am GED Connection #17 
9:00am The Well Being: Taking Care in a 
Relationship w/an Addict 
10:00 am Montague Historical Society Annual 
Meeting 
11 :00 am Prevailing Winds in Denmark 
6:00 pm Montague Update 
7:00 pm Montague Selectboard 12/4 
9:00 pm Watertowl Identification 
10:00 pm Wind Changes 

Parking Ban in Effect 
The winter 

parking ban for 
Montague 
residents goes into 
effect Friday, 
December 1st until 
April 1st. There 
will be no parking 
on town streets 
anywhere in 
Montague between 

the hours of 1 :00 
am. and 5 :00 a.m. 
Parking tickets are 
$10.00. Towing for 
impeding snow 
removal costs 
approximately 
$90.00. The 
Montague police 
will strut enforcing 
the ban Friday 

night into 
Saturday. Also, a 
reminder that 
town-owned lots 
have restricted 
times for snow 
removal. Please 
observe posted 
signs to avoid 
inconvenience and 
expense. 

Office Hours By Appointment 

1\,EGAL 
DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
lkMNG • BUIL.DIN6 • 8EWN6 

A complete line of modular homes from p~ and 
permits to the finished project, they handle the entire job. 

PfRm~~l mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'~ mmP NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS Kyle Scott and Donald Y. Bowman 
863-9555 • 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the c-omer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Thu. Fri. Sat. 
Noon - 6pm 

413-863-2700 

Songline Emu Farm 
66 French King Highway, Gill 

,vww.aiiahoutemu.com 

CARSENSE 
AUTOMOTIVE 

Your Automotive Answer 

TELE: (4 1 3) 772-8862 
CELL: (4 1 3) 5 12-041 3 

409 DEERFIELD STREET • GREENFIELD 

DON SKOLE 
PRESIDENT 

~ Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 774-6938 (508) 544-5431 

PARTRIDGE-Z CHAU, Incorporated 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
TO DECEMBER 10TH 
Welcome Yule! at The Shea. 
www.theshea.org 

Mount He1mon School. Traditional 
sen,ice of music, readings, & carols 
. Pe1fonnances at 3: 30 and 7 p m. A 
Holiday feast will be served from 5 
to 7pm in Alumni Hall. Guest fees 
for dinner are $10 per adult and $5 
per child. There is no charge for 
admission to the concert, but dona­
tions will benefit local charities. 
Directions v.rv.rwnmhschool.org or 
413-498-3000. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1ST 
Bring The Children Home, 
performances by Ann Percival 
and David Cantieni of Wild 
Asparagus; Tom Nielson, folk 
singer, activist, educator: 
Bork, Kahn & Tinen, 
singer/songwriters; Rob Peck, 
professional juggler. Silent 
Auction, Food Table, Candle 
Lighting Ceremony, Door 
Prizes and more! $10 - $20 (no 
one will be turned away)chil­
dren 16 and under FREE at the 
Montague Grange, Montague 
Center. 7 -1 0 pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 
The Montague Community Band 
annual Holiday Concert held at 
Our Lady of Peace at 80 7th 
Street in Tm11ers Falls. Special 
guests will be the MacDonald 
Family Singers. Admission is 
free; donations are appreciated. 
7:30 p.m. 

Instrumental guitar virtuoso, 
Francis Doughty, and his Special 
Guest, reknowned singer-song­
writer Deb Pastemak perform at 
The Wendell Full Moon 
Coffeehouse, Wendell Town 
Hall. Benefit for the Wendell 
Free Libra1y. www.wendellfull­
moon.org (978) 544-5557 
Shows Start at 7:30 p.111. with 
open mic; main act 8p.m. 
Donation $6 - $12 

At The Bookmill, Montague 
Center. Swing Caravan returns in 
their mesmerizing style reminis­
cent ofDjango Reinhardt's gypsy 
jazzofthe 1930's. 8 - ll:30pm. 
$10 advance/$12 door 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 2ND & 3RD 
Arts & Icicles. Tmners Falls open 
studio and downtov.rn walking 
tour. 10 to 5 p 111. Pick up pam­
phlets in numerous locations 
including Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Books & More, Jay K's 
Liquors, Hallmark Museum of 
Contemprruy Photography, Cup 
O' Joe, Ristorante DiPaolo or 
The Brick House. For more info 

Special Event noon 
to 4 p.m.- At 
Historic Deerfield. 
Create handmade 
gifts of a beeswax 
candle and sten­
ciled wrappmg 
paper. Listen to 
local choirs per­
forming songs of 
the season (2 to 4 
p.m.). Held in Hall 
Tavern located at 
Historic Deerfield 
774-5581 

Francis Doughty at The Wendell Full MMn Coffee 
House, Saturday, December 2nd, 8 p.m. 

Speakers Series "50 
Great Native Plants 
for the Northeast" 
with Bill Cullina 
Award-winning 
author Bill Cullina 
is Director of the 

call Eileen 863-9499; or Karen 
863-9576 www.tm11ersfallsriver­
culture.org 

Mill Street Art Works Studio 
Tour Visit Artspace ru1d neigh­
borhood artists' studios. A gift 
basket sale and refreshments will 
be available at Artspace. 
Furniture maker Julie Godfrey 
will give a lectm·e and slide pres­
entation on marquetiy, the age 
old tradition of piecing together 
pictorial designs on wood. 
Altspace is located at 15 Mill 
Street, Greenfield. Noon to 4 
p m. Info. 772-6811. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 
Holiday program of songs 
ranging from American Shape 
Note and Appalachian tradi­
tions to English West Gallery 
songs. Music from Croatia 
and Bosnia performed by the 
68-voice Greenfield Harmony 
at the All Souls Unitarian 
Unversalist Church, 
Greenfield, 3pm. Benefit for 
the Tibetan Healing Fund. 
Ticket info. call Mary Cay 
Brass (802) 869-2438, 
mcbrass@vermontel.net. 

New England Wild 
Flower Society. He is current­
ly working on his fourth vol­
ume on grasses, ferns, and 
mosses due to be published in 
2007. Held at Conway 
Grammar School located at 24 
Fournier Road in Conway. 7 to 
9 p.m. 413-369-4044 x3 for 
information. 

THURSDAY, 
7TH 

DECEMBER 

An Evening with Starhawk, 
"Holding the Vision of Global 
Justice: Keeping our Spirit 
and Courage Alive" Helen 
Hills Chapel, Smith College, 
Northampton. $12 general 
admission/$6 student or low­
income. 7:30 p.m. For more 
information 
jazzli@crocker.com Proceeds 
benefit the Men's Resource 
Center for Change, The 
Everywomen's Center and The 
Five Rivers Council. 

FRIDA~DECEMBER8TH 
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Heroes, classic and updated rock! 
9:30pm. Come to dance! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

Ill §PIT rrn1 CHIii 
MONDAYS -Drop-in, 3-6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3- 6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6 pm. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

Free (e:>«ept some hips), open to loco/ 
leen.s. Some require permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titi!d Street, Tumeis Falls, 01376. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH 
At The Bookmill, Montague 
Center, Robby and Rolf. 
Stylistic Counterpoint: Rolf 
Pechukas plays original 
acoustic soul after Robby 
Roiter's set of impressionistic 
free jazz. 8- 11:30 p 111. $10. 

The Montague Elks Lodge 
#2 5 21 Annual Hoop Shoot at 
the Turners Falls High School 
Gymnasium. Registration is at 
9:30 a.m, contest 10 a.m. The 
Hoop Shoot is free and avail­
able to all boys and girls ages 
8-13 as of 4/01/06. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millel'S Falls, 
Fact01y Defect, rock & roll! 9:30 
pm. Come to dance! 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 9TH & 10TH 
Wendell Holiday Fair at the 
Wendell Town Hall. Satm·day 
10 a 111. to 5 p.111. Sm1day 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Holiday shopping 
with local artists, crafters and 
businesses. Live music with 
Kevin Skorupa Saturday and 
Kellianna Sunday, both 1 p.m. 
to 3 pm. Food sales to benefit 
the Wendell Women's Club. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 
Scandinavian Dancing at the 
Montague Grange. Live music 
by Andrea Larson and friends. 
Dancers with all levels of 
experience are welcome. No 
partner necessary, $8 dona­
tion. Celebration of traditional 
Swedish Pageant of Lights 
with Santa Lucia. 3 to 6 p.m. 

TI1e community is invited to attend 
Christinas Vespers, Candlelit in 
Memorial Chapel at No1thfield 

A1emonal Hall n,eater 

POlH□lE PICTIJRES 
December 1 & 2 7:30 p.m. 

hilarious Marx Brothers hi jinx 
ANIMAL CRACKERS 

The serond and~~ ft.mies! Mn Brothers 
cmiedy, in v.tldl the boy's destroy the tr;niuiity 
of weatlry matron Margaret l)m:)nf s estate i'l 
their i'l~ amtiic s1y1e llrected by VickJr 

Heennan. 1!m. NR 98 rrin. B&W. 

Music before movie 7 p.m. Fri. Leo T. 
Baldwin & Some Old Hippies-folk/rock 

Sat. Abdul Baki & Family 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

ONGOING 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporruy Photography, 
Ttuners Falls. Photographer/digital 
print aitist John Paul Caponigro 
through December 17th. 

GREENFIELD 
C3A.VU~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr<><>nfield. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for l'ri, Dec. 1st-Thurs., Dec. 7th 

Holiday Gift Books Only S25 On Sale Now! 
1. THE NATIVITY STORY PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:00 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
2. HAPPY FEET PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 DTS sound 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
3. THE QUEEN PG13 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
4. DECK THE HALLS PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:00 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 2:15 4:15 
5. SANli\ CLAUSE 3: 
THE ESCAPE CLAUSE G 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 2:15 4:15 
5.BOR<IT R 
DAILY 6:45 9:00 
6. DEJA VU PG13 DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN, 12:30 330 
7. CASINO ROYALE PG13 DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN, 12:30 3:30 

■) I 
I ~ ~ I 

, ' Great ~ 

Fine Wine Food I 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.w. I 

FRIDAY 12/1 ; 
9-11 p.m. ili 

Dave Robinson & Ed Vadas 
SA'.llJRDAY 12/2 

9-11 p.m. 
Usquahae Jazz Ensemble 
No Cover Either Night! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

Upcoming at the Disc•erv Center 
Open Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Groups by Special Arragement, Tuesday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND the winter. 2 p m. 
Montague Parks & Rec Stuffed ON DISPLAY 
Animal Workshop. 11 - 1 p.m. Junior Duck Stamp artwork from 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH Massachusetts students grades K -
Winter Birds and Bird Feeders. 12. TI1e first place design from the 
Come and experience an opportu- national contest is used to create a 
1uty to learn about winter birds' Junior Duck Stamp for the follow-
feeding habits and build a feeder to ing year. Proceeds from the sale of 
hang in the yard. 10 a m. Junior Duck Stamp support censer-
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH vation education, and provide 
Adaptations of Birds in Exhibits. awards and scholarslups for stu-
Discover how birds are adapted to dents, teachers, and schools. 
each habitat and where they spend 

Great Falls Disc.overy Center www.greatfallsma.org 
2 Avenue A, Turners Falls (413) 863.3221 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Brian R. San Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 years Certified• Bonded• lnsur<'d 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrc,pqr 290-1162 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Retail Fabric Store 
ill1 ·• Cotton • S.ilks • Polyesters • Vinyls • Upholstery ~,f aterial 

• Quilrinir Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

C4SJJ & CJlliCKS ONLY 
on.-Sai. 9-5:20, Fri. til 1:1:20 • Closed Mon. - June, July, A.ugust ~ 

Power Square 

• • Greenfield 
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WEST ALONG THE RIVER 

Seven Thousand Years on the River 
BY DAVID BRULE 
ERVINGSIDE - "We have 
been here," Tonupasqua would 
say. And then she would drop 
her words and roll her right 
hand over and over in a circular 
pattern, extending her ann as 
she did so. The gesture was 
time, that time goes backward 
on occasion, fonvard on oth­
ers ... it simply is. 

- John Mitchell Hanson 
Ceremonial Ti.me 

Robins fill the late 
November woods, bringing the 
season to a close. The first here 
in March, they're the last to 
leave, gorging themselves on 
this year's tmusually abtmdant 
winterbeny crop that lends its 
holly-red brilliance to the 
somber landscape. November is 
always the season of reflection. 
The riot of color is gone; things 
get simpler outdoors; the mind 
dwells on remembering: All 
Saints' Day, the Day of the 
Dead, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving. 

Before beginning prepara­
tions for the festive season of 
December, if you live here, 
close to the river in any of our 
villages, situated on ancient 
sites near water, you can see 
back into time past, if you like, 
and if you know how. 

For example, down here on 
the Flat, with the leaves all 
dO\,vn I can see far into the 
woods and conjure up my great­
grandfather's fields along the 
Millers, before the great floods 
of the 30s, when the land was 

clear. But that only goes back 
one htmdred and thirty years. If 
you look ftuther back, you see 
the tenaces fonned by the pre­
historic river in this pa1t of the 
original Erving Grant. One 
side of the river has a cor­
responding level on the 
other side where our 
river has cut down 
through the eaith. Our 
house, ai1d our neigh­
borhood, sits on the 
edge of an ancient 5-
to 10,000-year-old ter­
race plainly visible in 
the bare November 
woods. 

Local historians 
tell us this pa1t of our 
region was still 
wilderness in 1800, 
not yet settled by 
Europeans, unlike 
other pa1ts of the 
valley, although 
meadow lands 
along the Millers 
had been cleared 
by native peoples, 
probably the 
Squakheag and 
their ancestors, 
thousands of 
years before. 

Regardless, it 
caine to be that hous­
es were built on this 
terraced flood plain 
known as the Flat on 
Ervingside. Th.is house went up 
in the 1870s, setting in motion, 
for the purposes of this story, a 
cmi.ous chain of coincidences 
involving a dog, a lilac bush, 
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and a grave. 
Sho1tly after his house was 

built, great-grandfather Judah 
planted lilacs at the edge of the 
bank facing the 11.ver, which was 

also the edge of the back­
yard and garden. One day, 
a hundred years later, 

when it was our ttun in 
the family history to 
live in this house, an 
tmexpected key ttm1ed 
up that opened the 
door on a vision of 
this land more than 
7000 yeai·s ago. It 
happened that a 
beloved first dog 
died tmexpectedly, 
and was sadly laid 
to rest tmder the 
lilacs Judah had 
planted.Our dog 
had loved to find 
cool, green and 
shady escape 
there from the 
heat of the day, 
and so it was 
nattll'al to bury 
him in his 
favorite spot. 
Digging down 

through the 
roots of the lilac, 

we came upon a curi­
ous find: a speai·-like 

projectile point, and a 
gnarled ball of glass with 

sand and deb11.s imbedded with­
in. After finishing the burial cer­
emony, I showed our find to an 
archeologist friend who prompt­
ly identified the point as a spear­
head, probably dating from 4 -

5000 BC! Our archaeologist 
friend speculated the glass ball 
was lost at the same time as the 
point and was probably the 
hunter's personal talisman - a 
ball of glass fonned by light­
ning striking a tree and sand 
thereby creating this Inisshapen 
ball. 

And now, holding this point, 
chiseled and shaped by a hand 
thousands of years ago, some­
thing mysterious happens: I'm 
hmtled back in time at dizzying 
speed, houses and gardens fall 
way, the veneer of a mere 300 
years of European presence falls 
away, and I'm standing where 
he stood, tiying to see what he 
saw. What was he looking for 
the day he dropped his speai· and 
good luck talisman? Elk, great 
Grizzly Bear, deer? The river 
could have been raging or calm 
as it is today this November. 
Perhaps he saw canoes slipping 
quickly down this Ctll1'ent com­
ing from the sacred motmtain of 
Wachussett on the way to the 
Great Falls to fish. What lan­
guage did they use to call out to 
each other on the 11.ver? I won­
der if his people's children 
jumped and swam at the cliffs 
on the bend of the 11.ver like we 
do? Perhaps he was a sachem or 
a poet, a htmter or the hm1ted or 
all of those. Did he die here on 
the bank of the river 7000 years 
ago? That's unknowable, but 
through lucid wondering, some­
how you can see. 

With a bit of imagination you 
can tiy to see backwai·ds, to get 
a glimpse of what went before, 

to see how we fit into this 11.ver 
culttll'e. When you look at our 
landscape here, and let the 
building and roads with their 
sti·eetlights drop away before 
your eyes, when you see the 
undisttll'bed rock outcrops, the 
flood plains and the dtmes, you 
become attuned to the experi­
ence of this valley. The 11.ver 
runs ai·otmd and through our 
conummity. 

The river is the reason why 
many of us are here; it's what 
drew the human race here more 
than I 0,000 years ago. We still 
look up to see the wild birds fly­
ing high over our main stI·eets as 
they have for 10,000 years. We 
still get a primitive feeling from 
the call of the wild geese flying 
over pai·king lot and the libraiy 
to get from one part of the river 
to the other. Yet, in our villages 
we eat, work, and sleep and it is 
rare that we ever think of those 
who have walked here before in 
ancient times. 

The Jurassic and Pleistocene 
lurk just a 1nile from the center 
of town, and it wouldn't take 
much for nattue to reassert 
itself, to push up through the 
asphalt and concrete once our 
civilization has nm its course. If 
you can imagine that, the pas­
sage of time has a different feel 
to it, you see where you fit into 
the scheme of things. You can 
almost feel like you've been 
here before. 

Then again, that may just be 
the mood brought on by peering 
into the past at the end of the 
month of November. 
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THE SALON 
312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

You Can Buy a House with no money down! 
Call Tim for your free Pre-Application analysis. 

Call 1-413-773-8984 
Tim Prevost Loan Officer 

NATIONAL CITY MolrrGAOI 
EQUAL 

HOUSING 
LENDER 

Only homeowners are eligible. All loans are subject to 
credij approval & property review. 

525 Bemardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 774-1221 

Programs subject to change without notice. 

bernie@benchmark-pratlcom 
Bernie Monkiewicz 

Realto1· 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRICRS 

"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 
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AJCYC@CROCKER.COM WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Great Bollday Glfut 
• Stocking Stuffers 
• Clothing 
• Books & Accessories 

C H E V R O L E T (413) 773-3678 
.S,,-.HAJ\' STREU 

Gau!fFW.O. .MA 013')1, F.u ( 413) 77,i-5746 

Open 5-9 Sun - Tums 
5 - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Tues 
Reservations Accepted 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 

166AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

www.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. COM 




