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The Bascom Road Bridge, showing the washed out abutment on the Gill side of the Fall River. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - The city of Greenfield will 
uphold their end of a bargain fonnal
ized in 1798 to maintain the Bascom 
Road bridge, which crosses the Fall 
River between the no11hern end of 
Greenfield and Gill. The 26-foot wide, 
two-lane bridge, with a concrete deck 
on steel stringers has been closed to 
pedestrian, bike and vehicle traffic 
since flooding in October of 2005 
damaged the abutment on the Gill side 
of the bridge. Repairs to the bridge, 
which will be paid for with ftmding 
from the Massachusetts Emergency 

Management Agency (MEMA) and 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency ((FEMA) are expected to cost 
$162,500, and should be completed by 
the middle of summer, 2008, accord
ing to Greenfield DPW engineering 
superintendent Laurence Petrin. Of 
that amotmt, a contract for $33,700 
was signed last week with Stantec of 
Northampton, for engineering and 
design work, and they are already on 
the job. 

Petrin said, "The bridge deck needs 
to be suppo1ted. The stringers are all 

see BRIDGE pg 7 

Local Author Signs Big Book Deal 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER
Who says you have to be 
crazy to quit your job and 
take up writing for a liv
ing? That's more or less 
what David Lovelace, 
fo1mer owner of the Book 
Mill in Montague Center, 
has done, and earlier this 
month he got a six figure 
contract with Dut
ton/Penguin for his first 
book to show for it. A 
week later, he sold the 
English rights to 
Harper/Collins for anoth
er insane amotmt of 
money. Why would these 
reputable companies 
throw this kind of cash at 
an tmknown author who 
is "still several more 
chapters" away from even 
finishing the book? Well, 
aside from the fact that 
Lovelace has impressed 
local audiences as a fine 

David Lovelace and his dog, Django. 
Lovelace, former owner of the Montague Book Mi/4 has 

found a bffYer for his first book, Scattershot. 
writer, with a trenchant "It's about bi-polar dis
voice and a biting sense ease, which is the disease 
of humor, it doesn't hurt du }our for mental ill
that the book itself is ness," said Lovelace, who 
about mental illness, his most days is still to be 
ovn1 and his family's. see BOOK pg 12 

School Closin~ Plan 
Fails by One Vote 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL-MONTAGUE -
On Tuesday, the Gill
Montague school com
mittee came within one 
vote - 7 to 2 - of closing 
two schools. But it also 
advanced a proposal to 
the town meetings of Gill 
and Montague to amend 
the district agreement to 
lower the number of votes 
needed to close a school 

to a two-thirds majority of Ken Rocke said he would 
the entire school commit- send a letter to the towns 
tee, rather than the eight of Gill and Montague in 
out of nine votes present- the coming week, advis
ly required. An additional ing them of the school 
majority vote of the town committee's decision to 
meeting of the town amend the district agree
where a school is going to ment, and asking the 
be closed would also be towns to place the item on 
needed to close a school, the wa1Tant for their next 
if the district amendment town meetings for an up 
passes. or down vote. "Since the 

Interim superintendent see SCHOOLS pg 10 

Among this year's recipients of the John and Abigail Adams scholarships at Turners Falls 
High School are (left to right) seniors: Stephanie Joly, Ali Urban (back row), Gina Varuzzo, 
Sam Johnson (back row), Alix Ackerman, Molly Peny, Corey Leveille (back row, obscured), 
Alex Tufano, Lara Ames, Sean Crowell (back row), Amanda Golembeski, Kyle Pelis (back 
row), Erica Zajac. Adams grant scholars must rank as advanced in either math or English 

language arts, proficient in the other subject, and must rank in the top 25% of their district's 
MCAS scores. Adams scholars receive a guarantee of eight semesters of free tuition at any 

Massachusetts community college. 
Not pictured. Kara Bassett, Brian Campbell, Aaron Cappucci, Katie Christenson, Ethan 
Crane, Amber Marion, Kayla Pecor, Charles Peterson, Corey Shearer, and Jeff Tela. 

Community Donates Generously 
to Replace Local Woman's Loss 

KATHY LITCHF1ELD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Yesterday aftemoon, 
Montague Police Sergeant 
Chip Dodge and patrol
man Jim Ruddock deliv
ered over $1,700 to an 83-
year-old Turners woman 
whose pocketbook was 
caiTied off outside Rite 
Aid Monday, caught in the 
tires of a huge semi-trailer 
delive1y truck. 

According to Ruddock, 
Ma1y Olive Corbiere's 
pocketbook, filled with 
holiday shopping cash, 
was in the front seat of her 
shopping cait, while she 
loaded items into her vehi
cle. 

A semi-trailer tmck 
delivering flowers to Rite 
Aid caught the pocket
book's strap in its rear 

Sgt. Chip Dodge, le.ft, and patrolman Jim Ruddock displqy 
more than $1,700 generous!J donated by local residents and 

communi(y members to replace cash lost Tuesdqy on 
Avenue A by an 83-year-old Turners Falls resident. 

mud flap as it drove by, Montague bridge, said 
then dragged it into the Ruddock. 
trnck's dual tires. The "The keys were worn 
truck rolled, ai1d utterly down and some were bro
destroyed the pocketbook ken in half," said Dodge. 
on its way down Avenue "We fotmd a lot of half 
A, strewing its contents, pieces (of cash bills) and 
broken and tattered, along broken credit cai·ds, bank 
the street until the bag books . . . " 
finally fell off on the Gill- see CASH pg 7 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Beagle Boys 

Wilbur & Orville 
Hi! I'm Wilbur, and this is 

my best friend Orville. We are 
five-year-old neutered male 
beagles looking for a good 
home. We were strays waiting 
to be claimed at an animal 
control facility, and no one 
ever came for us. Our future 
was grim until we were res
cued and brought here. We are 
very thankful to have a chance 
to find a family, and we are 
hoping to be adopted together. 
We are 2-fur-1: do you think 
you could adopt us both? We 
keep each other company. We 
are fun little guys that would 
be great family dogs! For 
more information on adopting 
Orville and Wilbur please con
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email at lev
erett@dpvhs.org. 

\..IVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Gingerbread House Building 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Children 
of all ages and their families 
are invited to make easy gin
gerbread houses at the 
Carnegie Library on Saturday, 
December 8th at 10:30 a m. 

Ruth O 'Mara will run the free 
program and all of the materi
als, which include graham 
crackers, candy, and frosting, 
will be provided. For more 
information, please contact the 
Carnegie Libra1y, 863-3214. 

WENDEll llBRARY NEWS 
Allen Young to Speak 

There will be a special focus 
on Wendell when local journalist 
Allen Yollllg gives a presentation 
about his new book, Make Hay 
While the Sun Shines: Fanns, 
Forests and People of the North 
Quabbin, November 29th at 7 
p m. at the Wendell Free Libra1y. 

The discussion and reading is 
open to the public free of charge, 
and there will be ample time for 
questions and conversation. The 

tions featured include Charles 
Smith, longtime member of the 
to'wn's conservation commis
sion; the Diemand Egg Faim; the 
Route 2 Environmental 
Coalition; and the Sla.vas and 
Jeweler families when they lived 
off the grid. 

The original aiticles first 
appeared in the 1970s and 1980s 
in the Athol Daily News and the 
Valley Advocate. 

Allen Young, left, with Annie, Peter and Faith Diemand, 
at the Diemand Farm in Wendell 

photo-illustrated 160-page book 
will be available for purchase, 
with proceeds to benefit the 
Friends of the Library. An ideal 
holiday gift, it can be personally 
autographed. 

Young is the author of the 
regional guidebook, North of 
Quabbin Revisited, as well as 12 
other books. Here, he has collect
ed and updated 30 of his favorite 
pieces about the No1th Quabbin 
Region. The title comes from a 
chapter in the book about how 
hay is grown, mowed and sold in 
the region. 

Wendell people and institu-

Young has lived in Royalston 
since 1973. Now semi-retired, he 
worked for ten years at the Athol 
Daily News and ten years as 
director of community relations 
for Athol Memorial Hospital. 

PODS WANTED 
To submit original poems for pub

lication in the Montague Reporter. 
Send poems, accompanied by a 25-
word biographical note, to: reporter
poems@montaguema.net or to the 
Montague Reporter 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. No prior 
experience as a poet required. 

November 29, 2007 

actus Boots on 

MontagueSdpendHea~ng 
BY JOHN HANOLD - The 
finance committee sta1ted tl1e '09 
budget-preparation cycle with a 
public hearing on the nominal 
stipends pa.id to certain town 
boards and positions, on 
Wednesday, November 28th, and 
listened to comments from many 
of their recipients. A total of 22 
positions receive stipends. The 
committee is considering what 
size the stipends should be, and 
whether the amount paid for var
ious positions reflects conscious 
choice or historical habit. 

Recipients described their 
duties, the training required to 
perfonn them, and the time 
involved. Chris Boutwell of the 
board of health expressed clearly 
what others said indirectly. "We 
don't do it for the money. It 
involves being on call 24 hours a 
day." Town cle1k Deb Bourbeau 
and others cited the laws mandat
ing the positions, and the increas
ing scope of regulations with 
which towns must comply. 
Boutwell and all three assessors 
spoke of the initial ce1tification 
required of some board members, 
and moderator Ray Godin and 
selectboard chair Pat Allen said 
communication with collllter
parts in other towns and liaison to 
other committees was pa1t of 
their duties. 

The hearing ended on a lively 
note when several speakers dis
cussed possible reasons for the 
assessors being paid more than 

the selectboard. An electronic 
copy of hand-outs provided at the 
hearing is available by sending a 
request to jthanold@comcast.net 
The committee welcomes ftuther 
input from the public, and will 
begin prepaiing their recommen
dation to town meeting at its next 
scheduled meeting, 5:45 pm. on 
December 5th in town hall. 

My sincerest gratitude 

goes out to my 

customers and staff at 

Avenue A Cafe for their 

gracious support of our 

sister in need. 

Thank you, Evelyn Daly 
Avenue A Cafe 

You Need a Hair Cuti 
Id's 

Barber 
Shop 

look better, 
feel better! 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karri.Arni 

"53 Years on the Ave" 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

1t1 

Buying -0nd selling used books 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
St-tE:LBURNE: FALLS, MA 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Dec. 3rd -7th 413-625-9850 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a m .. to 2:00 
p m. for activities and congre
gate meals. Council-on-Aging 
Director is Bl1ll1ly Caldwell. For 
info1mation or to make reserva
tions, call 863-9357. Meal 
reservations need to be ma.de a 
day in advance by 11 a..m. 
Messages can be left on our 
ma.chine when the center is not 
open. Mealsite Manager is Chris 
Richer. The Center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. A reservation is neces
saiy and transpo1ta.tion can be 
provided. 

Monday, 3rd 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a m. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, 4th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 5th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 6th 
THANKSGIVING 
Friday, 7th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a..m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 pm. for activi
ties and congregate meals. For 
information and reservations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at 413 423-3308. Lunch 
daily at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva
tions a day in advance by 11 :00 
a..m. Transportation can be pro
vided for meals, Thursday shop
ping, or medical necessity by 

calling Dana Moore at 978 544-
3898. 

Monday,3rd 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libra1y 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 4th 
9 a..m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 5th 
9:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 6th 
THANKSGIVING 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

THE 

SHADY 
~-~N 

1=--} 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Weekend Dinner Specials: 
Friday: Fresh Clams, Fresh 
Scallops, Seafood Specials 

Saturday: Yankee Pot Roast 
and Hawaiian Ham 

OPEN Sundays 7-2 

42 YEARS ON A VENUE A 
863-9636 
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Icicles or No, Come Early, Stay Late, for Arts Tour 
BY KAREN STINCHFIELD 
TURNERS FALLS - The "Arts 
and Icicles Turners Falls Open 
Studio & Downtown Walking 
Tour," featuring eleven dO\,vn
town Tumers Falls studios, gal
leries, cultural centers, and 
eateries will take place 
December 1st and 2nd, from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm. 

Along with tour favorites 
Jack Nelson, Great Lighting, 
Petennan's Baskets and Bowls, 
Mike Langknecht's Hotsapp 
Woodworks, and the Hallmark 
Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, this season's tour 
is offering two a1tists' collec
tives, featuring more than ten 
local artists who specialize in a 
myriad of artistic mediums. 
Breathtaking paintings created 
with Dutch techniques from 
James Whitbeck, edgy images 
from Turners Falls native 
Derrick Zellmann, amazing 
fiber art from Anne Tearle 
Harding, and handcrafted wood 
fumishings from Ben Whitbeck 
make up one of these stops. The 
second collective feahires 
"Panorama" from Ven1 
McClish, fabulous stone and 
steel sculptures from Joe 
Landiy, paintings from Chris 
Sawyer-Laucanno, nature
inspired work from Darryl 

Ballou, "Transmediation" 
from Jan McClish, and 
"odds and ends" from Peter 
Monroe. 

In addition, the Brick 
House Community Resource 
Center will again be hosting 
its consignment ait galle1y, 
showcasing fabulous local 
art and craft work, music 
CDs, and books from local 
artisans, musicians, and 
authors. This event, as 
always, offers visitors the 
opportunity to purchase 
quality, locally-made a1t and 
craft work at reasonable 
prices, with a po1tion going 
to the Brick House in sup
po1t of its community-based 
programs. Tour paiticipants 
can also view the progress at 
the site of the future 3-D 
Collaborative Sculphire 
Pai·k, where young people 
will have the opporhmity to 
display their sculph1ral 
work; enjoy the four public 
art installations and wander
ing musicians; and partici
pate in a fascinating walking 
tour on local geology with 
Steve Winters from the Great 
Falls Discove1y. At the end 
of the day on Saturday, be 
sure to di·op by Suzee's Third 
Street Laundiy in time to 

Steel sculpture 'Together'' is crafted l!J 
Joe Landry, whose work will be 

exhibited this weekend at Arts & 
Icicles. 

laughing Dog Farm Growing WorkshollS 
December 2nd - Alternative 
Approaches to Growing and 
Overwintering Food Crops in 
New England: Managing a 
supply of local food crops 
through the winter for both 
actual consumption as well as 
food 'security' should be the 
concern of eve1y fo1ward think
ing food consumer and neigh
borhood. This class includes 
discussion and hands-on con
tact with cold-hardy plant 
species and low-tech winter 
growing and preserving meth
ods for New England. We'll 
look at drawings and models of 
simple, altemative designs for 

backyard hoophouses, green
houses, coldframes, ai1d boxes, 
and discuss variables for suc
cessful winter growing and pre
serving of cold-tolerant brassi
cas, Asian greens, lettuce, 
spinach and alliums. 

December 9th - Growing and 
Saving Heirloom Vegetables 
and Seeds: 

The buzz on heirloom vari
eties has long passed the fad 
stage. Serious faimers and gar
deners alike today realize the 
full value of heirlooms consists 
not just in their aesthetic novel
ty of hist01y, shape, size and 

color, but also in their inherent
ly more sustainable, resistent 
and often more flavorful chai·
acter. We'll review the basic 
botany and genetics relevant to 
seed production, selection and 
collection in the gai·den, includ
ing self and cross-pollination. 
And we'll talk shop about the 
most amazing heirloom tomato 
and winter squash varieties 
available. Paiticipants are invit
ed to glean samples from the 
ample LDF heirloom seed col
lection while we taste-test some 
of the world's densest and 
sweetest heirloom (baking) 
squashes. 

catch the Third Annual Leftover 
Latmdiy Fashion Gala and Art 
Show. Better yet, e-mail manag
er@suzeesthirdstreetlaundi·y.co 
m for more infonnation. This 
event sells out every year! 

There's food too! The 2nd 
Street Bakery will be serving up 
delectable baked goods and 
light lunch, as well as taking 
orders for holiday goodies. 
While devouring fabulous 
homemade treats, walkers can 
enjoy the work of local artists 
which will be adorning the 
walls. The Rendezvous will be 
serving up snacks before 3:00, 
ai1d its full and fabulous menu 
after 3:00, but visitors can stop 
in for a gander at this destina
tion's new look throughout the 
two days. Even the bathrooms 
are works of art! 

"Alts and Icicles" brochures 
are available at locations 
throughout Montague, 
Greenfield, Northfield, 
Bernardston, Gill, Deerfield, 
Northampton, Amherst, West 
County, Orange, Brattleboro 
VT, and beyond. For more 
info1mation regarding the walk 
or its pa1ticipants, please feel 

•Mu•id.itn,i are part.ii.Uy runded b)' tile 
W~ndcU Cuttun,1 Council. a loc.al as.ancy of lhr 

Ma.sa.acttuacu, cu1n.ra1 coo.ncu 

free to call Karen at the Brick 
House (863-9576) or Eileen at 
Can-iage House Designs (863-
9499), or visit www.thebrick
houseinc.org and download the 
brochure. Then, come spend 
your day and evening in the 
lovely village of Tumers Falls. 
"Come early and stay late!" 

'lNl~f'/' 

cr3J\KING Co. 
Build a Gift! 

Pack Your Own Tin 

Taking Orders for 
Holiday Parties 
69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 

863,4455 
Open Tuesday-Saturday 7-6 

Sundays-I 

1:30 "Blame it On 1lna' 

Sunday· I I :30 'Kevin Skorupa'& Mario Cote' 

1:00 'Moonlight"&'Morningstar' 
w .. c Music from our You1h Artists 

StarlS I lam• 
Saturday: "Erik Winter· 

Sunday: 'Djmgo & Graham Skorupa" 
CExccptionaf handmade. 'luafil): 1tifts 

,¾1wo,f<. 9Jol•n-t·.'J<'"'f'1. 'D(o"b Gf.,.. ()ioir ¾,,or,. 
~~• Sl""P.SI"'• o.-,.,9', O'1""'ic<Hms se,os. 

cri,c <\\>;nd,ff 'li;stori«il (;oolcfood< an4,foo4 & <])rinks. 
<f16tr ;\cu.~"'"· &.food s«<S to6'nrjil 

<Jlomp,f,in, cfronHu, ou-· <])or C•r• Cnner 

www.1urners1a11srivercu1ture.oru 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in 

Turners Falls. Log on and find out 
what you are missing. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

100% LOAN - No DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED 
Call to see if you qualify for this unique loan program. 

Now is the time to buy. Call Tim for a pre-approval! 

413.113.8984 
NATIONAL CITY TIM PREVOST 
MORTGAGE ~H~~~ LOAN OFFICER 

SALON 107 
$7.00 cuts 

to all di$ablcd, votoran$
1 

and senior cithcn:,f 
IVe are wi/,Vng to travel to ihe houses 

of e.'derty who can no longer get out much. 

(Now hiring 3 licensed and e,pe,ienced stylists or barllers 
to start im:nedie/ety either FT or PT) 

114 Wells Street L k' t· h' 
Greenfield MA 01301 °0 mg O ,re Debra Mathey 
772-0284 supervisor/stylist/ owner and stylist 

SINCE 1970 
'l1CENSED, INSURED~ _ 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

Avenue A Cafe 
Home of Cup O'Joe 

• Great Coffee 
• Homemade Nluffins 
• Scones and Pastries 
• Along with a sel.ection of Adams Donuts 

Hou.-s: Mon.-F.-i. 6am-5pm • Sat. 7am-5pm • Sun. 8am-3pm 

111 Awnue A, Turners Falls, !\IA 01376 
(413) 863-2800 / EHi~ n Daly, Owne1· 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

}r,ppy 
}rol!d,ysl 

Peace ancl Joy to All 

Farmstand Hours: 7am-6pm 
7 Days a Week 

Call: 978-544-3806 
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Vermont Governor Joins 
Call for Independent 
Sal ety Analysis at VY 

An interesting thing hap
pened on the way to extending 
Vennont Yankee's license to 
operate for another twenty 
years. Earlier this month, 
Ve1mont's Republican gover
nor Jim Douglas, one of 
Entergy Vermont Yankee's 
staunchest supporters in state 
government, caved in to public 
pressure and joined the grow
ing call for an independent 
safety assessment (ISA) of the 
35-year-old nuclear power 
plant in Vernon. A series of dra-

of highly radioactive spent fue 
rods, multiple cracks in the 
steam dryer, the failure of a 
critical core cooling system, an 
unanticipated plant shut-down 
in August of this year due to a 
stuck valve, and the collapse of 
one of the plants' cooling tow
ers a week earlier, finally 
shook the governor's belief 
that the plant could continue to 
operate without an independent 
assessment of its safety. By 
calling for an ISA at Vennont 
Yankee, Douglas joins Vennont 

This photo is of the cooling tmver collapse at Vermont Yankee. To judge 
the size of the damage, note the pipe spewing 1vater is 52" in diameter. 

This is called ''deferred maintenance" in the nuclear industry. 

matic accidents, including a 
37-minute transformer 
;; fire, the misplacement 

senator Bernie Sanders, repre
sentative Peter Welch, along 
with Massachusetts representa-

..,I 

·~--=-----=,..--,-------------, 

, I Deer Readers, 
Help us Reach our Goal 

800 Subscribers for 2008 

Subscriptions to the Montague Reporter 
make great holiday gifts for friends and 

relatives near and far. Take advantage of holiday rates. 

Buy a Gift Subscription for $5 off the regular 
price, now through January 1st, 2008 

(jive tliegift of comnumitgf 
$15 for 26 issues. Send a gift 
subscripton to the person listed below 
Check here to inclllde a gift card with vour aame: 

VOURNAME: _______________ _ 

tbt :flontagut l\tporttr 
58 4th street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address __________________ _ 

1 Town _______ State ____ Zip _____ _ 

·---------------------------

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Condi, Al Gore was after 
me to do something about 

that global warming. 

tive John Olver, all the 
Franklin County state represen
tatives and a long list of local 
government bodies including 
the Gill and Montague select
boards and the Gill-Montague 
regional school committee. The 
Vernon reactor, which contains 
over 700 tons of lethal radioac
tive nuclear waste in a seventh 
sto1y swimming pool, is oper
ating at 120% of its original 
design capacity, eight miles 
from the Gill Elementary 
School. 

Vermont Public Service 
Department commissioner 
David O'Brien announced the 
governor's shift in position on 
calling for an independent safe
ty assessment at a meeting of 
the Vermont State Nuclear 
Advisory Panel in Vernon, on 
Tuesday, November 15th. The 
Vennont PSD then unanimous
ly endorsed a resolution back
ing an ISA that same evening. 

"It's safe to say the public's 
confidence level in the plant 
has been shaken," O'Brien said 
Tuesday. "I know the governor, 

We welcome your ~etters 
Jtilontague 3&.eporter 
58 4th St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

from talking with him, has 
been affected by the failure of 
the cooling tower this smnmer 
and how the public reacted to 
that." 

It would seem a minimum 
requirement, when operating 
an aging reactor that contains a 
radioactive invento1y that 
could devastate an area the size 
of New England, to conduct a 
thorough, independent study of 
the plant to make certain it can 
operate safely. Yet the Nuclear 
Regulato1y Conunission and 
the plant's owner continue to 
resist the growing demand for 
an ISA. Perhaps this is because 
the only time a thorough inde
pendent safety study was ever 
conducted at an operating 
nuclear plant in this countly, at 
the Maine Yankee plant in 
Wiscasset in 1996, independent 
nuclear engineers uncovered so 
many problems at that facility 
that it ultimately led the plant's 
owners to close the plant and 
decommission it ahead of 
schedule. 

But isn't that preferable to 
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You could have just 
cancelled the Mid-East 

conference. It was all hot 
air anyway. 

operating an unsafe nuclear 
plant? 

The people who live down
wind of Vermont Yankee -
eve1yone in our readership area 
- deserve a definitive answer to 
the question: is Vermont 
Yankee safe to operate? Until 
an independent team of experts 
can answer that question, no 
extension to the plant's license 
should be granted. Indeed, 
given the recent series of acci
dents at Vermont Yankee, 
nuclear regulators should act 
preemptively on behalf of pub
lic safety - rather than corpo
rate profit - and shut Ve1mont 
Yankee down until a complete 
safety analysis of plant systems 
can be conducted. 

Breakfast with Santa 
at the Montague Elks 
Sunday, December 9th 

7 - 11 a.m. to benefit 
TFHS Class of 2011 

Adults: $4 • Students/ Seniors: 
$3 • 10 and under: $2 

BORDEAUX WHINE I by deni~ bordeaux 

''CHINA ARREsrS 1111, FOR S"ODOY GOODSJ''' 
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EARTH They Paved Paradise and Put Up a Parking Lot 
TALK© FROM THE EDITORS OF E/THE ENVIRONMENTAL MAGAZINE 

quickly to lower ground, increas
ing the risk of flooding accord
ingly. 

Another enviromnental prob
lem created by our overzealous 
application of asphalt is that, 

more than 40 million acres of 
faimland to development. With 
Americans now spending 
upwai·ds of $200 million a day 
building and rebuilding roads, 
such problems are only getting 

tributes to global waiming and
because most asphalt is a prod
uct of fossil fuels-plays into 
ongoing conflicts in the Middle 
East. 

The history of paving dates 
back to Roman times, if not ear
lier, but our modem society has 
taken the practice to the extreme. 
Originally conceived as a way to 
make <lilt- and mud-covered 
thoroughfares passable, roads 
(and parking lots) now cover the 
majority of urban and suburban 
areas around the world. In the 
U.S. alone, pavement covers 
some 60,000 square miles, or 
about two percent of the nation's 
total stuface area. One out of 
every 10 acres of arable land is 
paved over. 

''In the U.S. alone, pavement covers some 

60,000 square miles, or about two percent of the 

nations total suiface area. " 

Jan Ltmdberg, a former oil
industry insider and transpo1ta
tion policy analyst who helped 
create APM, sees a bright future 
in putting less emphasis on 
paving and roads: "Money 
would iinmediately become 
available for public transpo1ta
tion and making cities more 
walkable. It could also go toward 
refurbishing existing downtown 
buildings so that people could 
live in them. Parking lots could 
be de-paved to make gardens 
and parks. Cities can be pleasant 
places, you know." 

Got an environmental ques
tion? Send it to: EaithTalk, do 
E/The Environmental Magazine, 
P.O. Box 5098, Westpo1t, CT 
06881 or e-mail: earth
talk@emagazine.com. Read past 
collllll1ls at: www.emaga
zine.com/earthtalk/ai·chives.php. 

Memorial Service 
for Ari Brown-Weeks 
December 15th, • 1 :00 p.m. 

because the soil underneath 
paved areas absorbs ve1y little 
water, natural aquifers below can 
dty up, reducing the overall 
amotmt of potable water avail
able to people, wildlife and the 
larger ecosystem. Paving also 
prevents the growth of plant life 
and destroys wildlife habitat. 

worse. Second Congregational Church 

Court Square • Greenfield 
A Celebration of life 

honoring Leyden resident 
Ari Brown-Weeks, a Specialist in the 

U.S. Army, paratrooper, 82nd 
Airborne Division, who died 

September 10th, 2007 in Baghdad. 
All friends and community members 

are invited to attend. 

Beyond larger issues like 
urban sprawl and the loss of 
farnlland, paving itself is an 
environmental scourge, prevent
ing the natural seepage of rain
water at the soil surface, and 
increasing the volume and speed 
of water nmoff. The result is 
often severe soil erosion on adja
cent unpaved areas. Also, paving 
reduces the total area through 
which the soil absorbs rainwater, 
forcing pollutant-laden nm-off 

According to the nonprofit 
American Fannland Tmst, 
which works to prese1ve fa1m
land and promote healthier fa1m
ing practices, Americans lose 
three acres of productive fa1m
land to new paving eve1y single 
minute of every day. The group 
reports that since the first Ea1th 
Day in 1970, the U.S. has lost 

In response to such concerns, 
a diverse coalition of 170 com
munity groups, individuals and 
busil1esses came together in 
1990 as the Alliai1ce for a Paving 
Moratorium (APM), with the 
goal of addressing the "tremen
dous environmental, social and 
economic damage caused by 
endless road buildil1g." The 
group charges that our society's 
obsession with paving and road
building dt·aws public funds 
away from alternative trans
p01tation projects in se1vice to 
the automobile, destroys inner 
cities as it promotes sprawl, 
fouls the air and water, con-

Eat, Vvl¥\k,, &-Be, Me-vvy 

tl~ wtth, F v~&- N~}' 

Support Y o-w--LocaL- New~cq,e-v ! 

The Montague Reporter 

Potassium Iodide Pills 
Available in Gill 

Travel Kuz 
Raffle Winner 

Benefit Cocktail Party 
at the Night Kitchen 

Montague Center Book Mill Gill residents living within 
the Vem1ont Yankee Emergency 
PlanniI1g Zone may obtain free 
potassium iodide pills at the 
town hall. In a nuclear radiation 
emergency, radioactive iodine 
may be released in the ail·. This 
material may enter the thyroid 
gland and damage it. Children 
are most likely to have thyroid 
damage. If you take potassium 

iodide, it will block or reduce 
the chances that radioactive 
iodine will enter your thyroid 
gland. 

The Turners Falls Band and 
Chorus Boosters ai·e pleased to 
announce the winner of the 
Travel Kuz $200 Raffle. The 
winniI1g ticket was dt·awn at the 
Thanksgiving Day Football 
game and was won by Mike 
Little of Gill. Thanks to every
one who pa1ticipated in this raf- ' 
fle for making it such a great 
success. 

Tuesday December 111, 5-7 JP).m. 
The last potassium iodide 

pills to be distributed expired in 
March 2007, so residents are 
encouraged to obtain a new 
supply before. The pills are 
available at tov,111 hall Monday -
Friday 9:30 am. - 4:30 pm. 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELEUW 
~ Traditional and Contempora1y Jewehy 

~ Diamonds 
<1.1' Watches 

Crmom repnir 
work dime onyremisc.f 

<3' Anniversary B11nds 

oMjnsfiionctf sm~cc! 

Comer of Main & 
Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

Call Larry: 
772-0859 

Mon. - Sat. 
9:30 • 5:30 

www.countryjeweler.com 

i,T.L.C. 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spcriolizing in all"""'"' ol lo-Nn anrl P,opcrfy Mailffcm,n<e. 

LOOKING FOR NEW SNOWPLOWING CUSTOMERS! 

STILLACCEPTING FALL CLEAN-UPS 

45 Main Street, PO Box B·6 Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell: 522-2563 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

HJ:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 
• gloves 
• boots 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David 

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

.ADIATOR = 
Propane Filling Station 

IATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 

81TALAHO 

(4ll) 834-7569 

Rte. 2, Gill 
863-4049 1-800-439-4049 

a.M-ocns MIO HMIUHC5 a Snow,,,_,,., 
We help you sort throogh or haul away unwanted stuff in your 

attic. basement, garage, barn. yard, or entire estate. Removal 

d just about anything! FREE estimat§s. 

Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 

Cash Bar 
Free Hors D'Oeuvres 

Minimum Donation $10 

:-··············~;~~;·:~·~~~;:Zt::~u:~;~:·~~,~~~:;~:·······--... \: 
: rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. 
:.1 Vintage-inspired buttons. jewelry & scarves. v' 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
125 Main Str-t, Brattleboro, VT OSS01 

www.ctelectablemountciln.com 
ase visit our website or the store for even mor 

IGQZI ZS7-44H 
....... ··········•••• 
~-- ' ~ 

Locally owned since 1 941 

Full service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield. MA FAX 413-773-1105 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SElECTBOARD 

$93,000 Override Delayed Again; New Date Set for February 5th 
But the Cable Bulletin 

Board Is Onl 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - It's 
official! The Gill cable access 
community bulletin board is 
now up and rnnning. 

As their meeting got 
underway Monday evening, 
November 26th, administrative 
assistant Tracy Rogers gave the 
Gill selectboard a 
demonstration of the newly 
operational bulletin board, 
which features news and notes 
of interest to the local 
community. An announcement 
for free potassium iodide pills 
at town hall, to be taken in the 
event of a nuclear disaster at the 
nearby Vem1ont Yankee nuclear 
power plant, was among the 
first public service 
announcements on display. 

Board member Ann Banash 
said more than half the residents 
of Gill are now hooked up to the 
cable network, provided by 
Comcast to many neigh
borhoods in to-wn. Rogers said 
residents are welcome to 
contact her at town hall (863-
9347) or by email 
(administrator@gilhnass.org) to 
place items on the community 
bulletin board. She hopes it will 
be used for announcements 
from non-profit groups, 
departments of town 
government, and any "items of 
interest to the Gill community." 

The cable access service is 
paid for through a surcharge on 
cable subscribers' monthly bills. 

After that, the board got 
down to business, voting once 
again to delay the proposed 
$93,000 Proposition 2½ 
ovenide to fund cunent year 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: Nov. 30th - Dec. 6th 

Friday, November 30 
8 00 am Discovery Center: Woodpeckers 
9 00 am Montague Select Board (11/26/07) 
10:00 am Turkey Day Game (2007) 
1 :00 pm Common Man Concerts: Stephanie 
Marshall 
6 00 pm About Arts & Icicles 2007 
7 00 pm GMRSD Meeting (11/27/07) 
10:00 pm Power Canal Draw Down 
11 :30 pm Physician Focus: Becoming a 
Smarter Patient 

Saturday, December 1 
8 00 am About Arts & Icicles 2007 
900 am GMRSD Meeting (11127/07) 
12:00 pm Power Canal Draw Down 
1 :00 pm Physician Focus: Becoming a 
Smarter Patient 
6 00 pm Carlos W. Anderson Passion & 
Compassion 
7 00 pm Montague Update: Paul Mariani 
8 00 pm Common People Concerts: Cowbell 
Prescription 
9:00 pm Encore Body Ari: Mermaid in Net 
9 30 pm Independent Voices 38 
10:00 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders 

Sunday, December 2 
8:00 am Carlos W. Anderson Passion & 
Compassion 
9:00 am Montague Update: Paul Mariani 
10:00 am Common People Concerts: Cowbell 
Prescription 
11 :00 am Encore Body Art: Mermaid in Net 
11 :30 am Independent Voices 38 
12:00 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders 
6:00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: Volume 3 
6:30 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: Volume 4 
7:00 pm Coffee House Series: The Fabulous 
MalJ'ice 
8:00 pm Thomas Jefferson Speaks 
8 30 pm Positive Profiles in Courage 
9 30 pm Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony 
10:30 pm Coffeehouse Series: Taft MT 
Toppers 

Monday, December 3 
8:00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: Volume 3 

8:30 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: Volume 4 
9:00 am Coffeehouse: The Fabulous Maurice 
10:00 am Thomas Jefferson Speaks 
10:30 am Positive Profiles in Courage 
11 :30 am Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony 
12:30 pm Coffee House Series Taft Moootain 
Toppers 
6 30 pm Independent Voices 39 
7 00 pm Montague Select Board: (Live) 
9:00 pm Montague Update: John Hanold 
10:00 pm Common People Concerts: 
Stephanie Marshall 

Tuesday, December 4 
8 00 am Independent Voices 39 
8 30 am Montague Update: John Hanold 
9:30 am Common People Concerts: 
Stephanie Marshall 
6:00 pm Windchanger: Water Vessel 
7 00 pm GMRSD (11/27/07) 
9 30 pm Changing Face of Turners Falls 
11:30 pm Thomas Jefferson Speaks 

Wednesday, December 5 
8:00 am Windchanger: Water Vessel 
9 00 am GMRSD (11/27/07) 
11:30 am Changing Face ofTumers Falls 
1 :30 pm Thomas Jefferson Speaks 
6:00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: 
Tridentine Mass 
7 00 pm Discovery Center: Open Mic Night 
8 30 pm Independent Voices 35 
900 pm Turkey Day Game 2007 

Thursday, December 6 
8:00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: 
Tridentine Mass 
9 00 am Discovery Center: Open Mic Night 
10:30 am Independent Voices 35 
11:00 am Turkey Day Game 2007 
6:00 pm Power Canal Draw Down 
6 30 pm Flotilla 
7 00 pm Montague Select Board: (11/26/07) 
8 30 pm Carlos W. Anderson: Passion & 
Compassion 
9:30 pm Coffee House Series: Jeff Martel 
11:00 pm Physician Focus: Becoming a 
Smarter Patient 

departmental expenses and the 
Gill-Montague school assess
ment. The reason the vote was 
once again pushed back is 
because the state Department of 
Revenue has not yet finalized 
the town's property value 
assessments, and until the town 
can set a tax rate, the board feels 
an override will have a poor 
chance of passage. The board 
believes the first thing 
taxpayers want to know about 
an ovenide is, "How much will 
it cost me?" Until a tax rate is 
set, the board will not be able to 
answer that question. 

Although the latest from 
DOR is that the town may 
receive a prelimina1y tax rate 
sometime next week, still, 
rather than take a chance and 
push the date fo1ward to a 
Tuesday in Janua1y, the board 
decided to move the ovenide 

forward to Febrnary 5th, which 
is the probable date for the 
Massachusetts presidential 
prima1y. "That will save us a 
little money, and there will 
ah·eady be people out at the 
polls," said Banash, and the 
extra time would allow the 
board a chance to communicate 
with residents about the facts 
leading up to the ove1ride vote. 

The board discussed, but 
took no action on, a 
recommendation by the town's 
accountant, Joyce Muka, to 
place a spending freeze on all 
departments, pending the 
outcome of the ovenide vote. 
"What do we spend money on 
except salaries?" asked Rogers. 

Banash replied, "We don't." 
In other news, the board 

approved fire chief Gene 
Beaubien's annual request for 
pump testing and service for 

Gill's three fire trncks, to the 
tune of $3,000, and decided to 
have the furnaces cleaned at 
town hall, the highway garage, 
and the libraiy. 

The board also heard a 
complaint from Ray Steele, a 
Main Road resident, that F&J 
Constrnction had failed to pave 
an apron to the south entrance to 
his U-shaped driveway. When 
Steele mentioned this to F&J, 
the contractor reconstructing 
the northern stretch of Main 
Road for MassHighway, he was 
told the south entrance to his 
driveway was "not on the 
plans." 

Steele said he had also been 
to see the state engineer, who 
showed him a different set of 
plans for the Main Road project 
than the set of plans at town 
hall. On the state engineer's 

see GILL pg 7 

HIGHUGHTS OF THE Gill POUGE lOG 
Trafiic Violations and Subject on Bridge 
Friday 11-23 

4:00 p.m. Criminal complaint 
sought against 

operating with a suspended 
license. 

Saturday 11-24 
5:20 a.m. Report of large 

amount of debris in roadway on 
Boyle Road. Officer sent, 
removed hazard from roadway. 

12:35 p.m. Criminal complaint 
souQht aQainst 

Charged with operating with 
suspended registration, and 
speeding. 

4:03 p.m. Criminal complaint 
souQht aQainst 

Charged with operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended 
license, attaching false license 
plates, and unregistered motor 
vehicle. 

Monday 11-26 
8:37 p.m. Report of subject 

dressed in dark clothing, 

standing in middle of French King 
Bridge in heavy rain. Responded 
to area, found subject parked in 
vehicle, stated all was OK. 

9:12 p.m. Checked Gill
Montague Bridge for a report of a 
female who stated that she was 
going to jump off of a bridge in 
Turners Falls. Checked area, 
subject later located in 
Montague. 

10:55 p.m. Checked alarm 
sounding at French King 
Highway business. All secure. 

HIGHUGHTS OF THE WENDEll POUGE lOG 
One Car Accident on Montague Road 

Monday 11-12 
One car accident on Montague 

Road. Two individuals transported 
to Athol Memorial Hospital. 

Wednesday 11-14 
Locke Hill Road resident 

reported her handicap placard 
either lost or stolen as of last 

week. 

Wednesday 11-21 
Request for a welfare check of 

elderly woman on Stone Road. All 
OK. 

Friday 11-23 
Trash reported dumped beside 

road on Jennison Road. 

Saturday 11-24 
House alarm on New Salem 

Road. All secure. 

Sunday 11-25 
Vandalism to two tractors on 

Montague Road. 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 3-),,illon ___ B_o_B_Af_'a/u_,D,-;·~ ..... R-S_o_N 
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SUPER OEAiS UN CDs 
, , / DVDs 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls,MA 01376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 ( 413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
.ABR GRI CRS 

"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 lynnreynolds@verizon.net 

(413) 77-3-3678 
l',\'1(((13) 77+5746 

INE MULTIMEDIA 

MOVIES, SLlDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

CONVERTED TO DVD, 
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy Wbite 

413-773-77 4 7 

lPs 
mPES 
WOEOS 

NOfIT~AMrrnN. ffiNt. ~RAmrno~o. fASIBAM~ON -rn~NllUr.~OM 

Montague Web Works-com 

build I manage I create I 41~1-522.4808 
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BRIDGE fromp. 1 

in fine shape. The repairs will 
not cost Greenfield anything," 
other than the time and attention 
ofDPW workers. 

Petrin said Greenfield had 
agreed long ago to maintain the 
Bascom Road bridge, in 
exchange for Gill agreeing to 
maintain the other bridge over 
the Fall River, at Factory 
Hollow. But as Petrin pointed 
out, the bridge at Factory 
Hollow is no longer there. Still, 
Petrin said, Greenfield would 
honor their side of the deal. 
"We're always happy to help out 
om neighboring towns; we have 
a larger department, and more 
personnel." 

According to the 
Massachusetts State Acts of 

GILL from page 6 
plans, Steele said, the south 
apron appeared to be paved. 

Steele said he felt like a 
human ping pong ball, and 
wanted to know, "Where does a 
citizen go?" to get an issue like 
his addressed. "What I don't 
want to hear some day is, 
'Officially, that southern 
driveway does not exist. "' 

"I can vouch for the fact 
there's always been a driveway 
there," said board chair Lee 
Stevens. "I've been here for 70-
odd years, so I should know." 

Banash promised Steele, "In 
spring, we'll pave it." 

The board reacted positively 
to a proposal by board member 
Nancy Griswold to institute a 
policy of inviting depa1tment 
heads and committee chairs on a 
rotating basis to make 
presentations to keep the board 
updated about their activities. 
They directed Rogers to ask that 
copies of decisions made by the 
zoning board of appeals, 
planning board, and other town 
boards be made routinely 
available to the board, in their 
mail. And they suggested Rogers 
get in touch with Montague 
town officials to see whether 
Gill could join in the committee 
that will oversee a five-year 
budget plan for Montague and 
the Gill-Montague 
regional schools. ii 

Todd R. Howe, President 

1798, "An act in addition to an 
act, intitled (sic) 'an act to 
incorporate the east pa1t of 
Greenfield in the county of 
Hampshfre into a town by the 
name of Gill,' passed the 28th 
day of September in the year of 
our Lord 1793, Be it enacted by 
the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General 
Comt assembled and by the 
authority of the same, that the 
bridge over Fall River, so called, 
between Stevens' Mills, shall in 
future be built, supported & 
maintained wholly by the Town 
of Greenfield so long as the 
Road over the same shall be 
continued; and that the bridge 
over said River, near the mouth 
thereof, shall be built, suppo1ted 
& maintained wholly by the 
Town of Gill so long as the road 
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over the same shall be 
continued, anything in the Act to 
which this is an addition, to the 
Contrary notwithstanding," was 
approved on June 19th, 1798. 

In reference to the lower 
bridge, at Facto1y Hollow, Allan 
Adie of Riverside, quoted from 
Ralph Stoughton's History of 
Gill from 1793 to 1943, "The 
usefulness of the bridge ended in 
1932 when the French King 
Highway was opened, and the 
stmctmal steel was sold by the 
town, and the bridge was 
removed five years later." 

Though this will not deter the 
Greenfield DPW from repafring 
the Bascom Road Bridge in 
2008, Petrin allowed, "It might 
be time to review the li!!II 
agreement." II~ 

CASH from pg. 1 

While a few people ran to 
collect the cash they saw flying 
around the Avenue, at least three 
brought found items into the 
police station, Dodge said. 

"I've been told that even 
though the amount of money she 
lost has been collected, people 
still want to donate," said Dodge. 
"It shows us there's still a lot of 
good left in this world .. " 

Yesterday morning, Avenue A 
Cafe owner Evelyn Daly and her 
morning shift employee Nikki 
Ball'e of Turners Falls decided to 

7 

donate all of their morning's tips 
to Corbi.ere. 

"We don't usually make that 
much in tips, but in four hours 
we had $75," Daly said. 

One anonymous customer 
from outside the Franklin County 
area retrieved his checkbook and 
wrote a check for $1,100, said 
Daly, in an awed voice. 

"It was my customers and 
staff who really went above and 
beyond for a person they didn't 
even know," said Daly. "It makes 
me feel fantastic about the 
community." 

~t c.1ear Cho1. 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

Must.y1:DMFORTER? Sandy AREA RUG? SUNRISE 
or iUSI LOTS Of laundrv? 

SUZfESAYS:BRING IT ON. 
THEBIIWASHEIISARE BACK/ 

i ·llways Hot Dryers! <ii) 
Suzeels Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

... by making the 
money in your home 
work for you with our 
Equity Credit Line. 
■ Local decisions 

■ 24-hour approvals 

■ Easy online applications 

www.greenfieldsavings.com 
Connecting all branches 
413-774-3191 or413-549-3660 

( 413)498-4318 
Fully Insured 

f'ree Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 07141 
Mass. Li~ens<! lt059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

Fixed rate for three years 

Then prime for life, currently 

GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
In the neighborhood since 1869 

*Annual Perctmage Rate of 6.)0% wi.U remain in cffccl for rhe first three y~ of che Equiry Crcdic Linc rhcn va,iabl.c-_ month.I)' ,1;irh the ~n/LStren 
Jounuil p<imt ratt, found in rhc .. Money l{;uc" section of 1hc \'V11/I Siree1Jou.m11!~ Tbe Wall St1eetjorm:al prime rare as of Occolxr 51, 2007 1> 7 .,~. 
M~xinnuu loon m v::ilue 80%. Minimum iniri::il dr.:iw $25.000. i:loor 5.00% APR. ccili_ng 15% APR. Fifi_ecn y~r dr2\v-:-li.vc !fC:lr re~•.mtnr ycnod. 
Jnici:il lorn amoun1 S-25,000 or higher. Closing costs S 175.00. No prep:.yrnenc pe11:.ll11es. Homtov.1te1·s msurance l'equ1ttd. Th,sofler 1s sub1ec1 10 
ch,,nge or c:rncelh1ion a1 any rime. Special condi1ions m:1y :1pply. G) Equal Housing Lecnder • Mellt>er FDIC• Membe, OlF 

Todd R. Howe, President . owe, res1 ent 

Steering Committee Member. Mon14gue Business Association 

l'ROVIDING ACCOUNTING & COMPUTER SERVICES TO LOCAL BUSINESSES 

SteE:fing Committee Member, Montague Business Association 

PROVIDING ACCOUNTING & CO!IPl/TER SERVICES TO LOCAL BUSINESSES 

SteE:fing Committee Member, Montague Business Association 

PROVIDING ACCOUNTING & COMPl/TER SERVICES TO LOCAL BUSINESSES 

.. CPO POK HUlC', 800K)(e:El".WG, INT.HNAlAUOIT, We'B OESJGN, OATAIASLS 

Caddie 
Consulting 

www.caddicconsulting.com 

1413) 863-9990 

Is your business still not on the internet? 
We c.in get you online for about $500. 

We can take your existing marketing 
materials and turn them into web pages. 

for example: W\VW.anewfacedayspa.com 
ana WIVW.Clancefeverdancestudio.com 

lhe possibilities are endless. 
Call today for a free consultation. 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

.c...-::--:-,; .... 
(413) 367-2475 

"CfOfORHIRf .. , BOOKKfEf"ING, WTE.I.NALAUDfT, WfB D£St6N, DATABASES 

Caddie 
Consulting 

WIVW.caddieconsulting.com 

(4 I 3) 863-9990 

Are you getting timely financial reports? 
If not, we can help you run your business. 

We will pick up all of your documents and 
return w1m cnecKS to sign s Key reports. 

Imagine handling all of your accounting 
needs & processes 1n one weekly meenng. 

lhe possibilities are endless. 
Call today tor a free consultation. 

North County 
Septic Service 

Preventive Maintenance 
for your Septic System 

Don Stebbins (413) 498-5453 

"'CfO ,Oft Hlftle'', BOOKKEf:PIHO, INTEftNALAUOIT, Wl!!:8 0!"$10N, DATABASES 

Attention Ouicl<Books Users: 
Ever wish you could get more out of it? 

We can link to your accounting data & 
Caddie create custom forms and reports in Access. 

Consul ting We can also design tables to add detailed 
wsromer notes to your OuickBcoks data. 

wvtw.caddieconsufting.com 

(4 13) 863-9990 

The possibilities are endless. 
Call today for a free consultation. 

• BAKER==-> 
Office Supply 

Red Sox & Patriots Souvenirs! 
keychal.r,s • jewel,,y ·sl:lcke1's • pencils • socks • scarves 

... and much more! 

310 Main Street, Greenfield www.bakerofficesupply.com 

(4131 774-2345 Call Bonnie todav! 
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Paulie Sicard Retires She went on to become the 
Etving mealsite manager and, since 
1987, has been hot1Sing coordinator 
at Franklin Cotuity Home Care 
(FCHCC). For the past twenty 
years she's been respo11Sible for 
researching and developing an 
infonnation and refe1ral se1vice for 
seniors' housing issues, assessing 
and meeting the hot1Sing needs of 
seniors. That sounds neat and tidy, 
but the reality is that she would 
help seniors get hot1Sing - often in 
a pinch - including Medicaid, 
Socia.I Security benefits, food 
stamps and more. 

BY ANNA VIADERO 
MONTAGUE CITY - In 1965, 
Congress passed the Older 
Americans Act to improve the lives 
of older Americans and give them 
more opportunities and access to a 
better life as they aged. 

Paulie Sicard was one of the 
first advocates for elders in 
Franklin County tuider the Older 
Americans Act. A graduate of 
Ttuuers Falls High School and an 
altunna of Greenfield Co1rununity 
College, Sicard settled here in town 
where she grew up, and when the 
call for helping seniors came, she 
rose to the occasion. In fact, she 
and other first wave elder 
advocates created the footprint of 
se1vices that continue to grow and 
help seniors in our area. 

From 1966 to 1973, Sicard was 

an outreach supe1visor, managing 
an infonnation and refe1ral se1vice 
that assisted low-income 
individuals. She hired and trained 
staff, organized low-income 
residents in four Franklin County 
tovi11S into neighborhood cotuicils, 
organized food donations and 
clothing thrift shops to benefit 
those in need. She acted as a liaison 
with area landlords, so when a 
senior needed hot1Sing she was 
there to help. 

From 1973-1979, Sicard was 
Senior Center director and outreach 
worker, making home visits to 
seniors in Montague. She was also 
instnunental in starting the 
Montague Senior Center, and 
coordinated groups of voltuiteers 
needed to maintain the seruor 
center and its activities. 

All these years, Sicard has 
helped area seniors get what most 
of us take for granted: the most 
basic needs of food and shelter. In 
addition to her career as an elder 
advocate, Sicard also vohuiteered 
for the March of Dimes, the F ru1·en 
Hospital, the Montague planning 
board, Montague town 

HOUSING REHABILITATION 
PROGRAM 

The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) has funding for the Towns of Ashfield, Erving, Leverett, Turners 

Falls, Rowe, and Shelburne. 

Income eligible applicants who qualify for a full-deferred payment loan 
will be able to borrow up to $35,000.00. This is a 0% interest, deferred 
payment loan, the loan is secured by a lien placed on your property, 

and the loan is due when you sell or transfer the property. 

Homeowners and any tenant families must have an annual gross 
income equal to or less than the following amounts: 

# In Household 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Gross Annual Income 
$40,150.00 
$45,900.00 
$51,600.00 
$57,350.00 
$61,950.00 
$66,550.00 
$71,100.00 
$75,700.00 

If you are interested in applying for the Housing Rehab 
program please call Charity Day@ (413) 863-9781 ext. 132 

or email at cday@fchra.org 

bicentennial committee, various 
senior and handicapped 
ti·ansportation authorities and 
more. All the while, she was 
devoted to her lovely children and 
grru1dchildren. Ask people who've 
worked with her and they'll tell 
you she moved through her work 
ru1d life stylishly dressed, with a 
graciollS smile and kind words for 
all. 

At Franklin County Home Care 
Corporation's 2007 annual 
meeting, Elizabeth Foster, director 
of human resources, honored 
Sicru·d for her 30 years of se1vice. 
"She's been here ahnost as long as 
the fiuuiture," Foster teased. She 
ru1d Roseailll Mrutoccia, FCHCC's 
executive director, thanked Sicru·d 
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on behalf of the agency. Paulie 
Sicard will retire on November 
30th. 

The number of seniors she 
helped get food and shelter over 
the years is incalculable, 
especially if you count the ones 
she just listened to and made a 
difference in their lives. I love the 
exrunple she set for me, someone 
new to elder se1vices. If I'm able 
to accomplish half of what she 
accomplished, I'll feel blessed. 

Thank you, Paulie Sicard, for 
giving of yourself and helping 
seniors in our community live 
better lives for so many yeru·s. 
Thanks for taking the Older 
Americans Act to herut and putting 
it into action. 

HIGHUGHTS Of THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Numerous Assaults 

Wednesday 11-21 
8:57 a.m. Report of a fight in the 
alley between 3rd and 4th Street. 

was arrested on a 
probable cause warrant. 

Thursday 11-22 
12:05 a.m. Report of a loud noise 
disturbance from 2nd Street Sports 
Bar/Fatboyz Night Club. Officer 
advised them to close the door. 
9:10 p.m. Request for a well being 
check at Jake's Tavern. Officer 
transported subject to hospital. 

Friday 11-23 
3:22 a.m. Walk-in to station 
reported she had been beaten up 
by a male party several hours 
before. Subject spoke to officer and 
then left. 
12:33 p.m. Walk-in to station 
reported a lock and chain on his 
property was missing and some 
items had been removed. 
Requested extra patrols near his 
property. 
10:22 p.m. Report of a fight behind 
a 4th Street address. Subject 
placed in protective custody. 

was arrested and charged 
with domestic assault and battery, 
aggravated assault and battery, 
and intimidation of a witness. 
2:35 p.m. Walk-in to station 
reported a motor vehicle theft from 
a W Main Street address. She 
stated her ex-boyfriend took her 
truck and failed to return ~-Truck 
later found by Orange Police in 
Orange. Under investigation. 

Sunday 11-25 
1 :55 p.m. Report of an assault at a 
3rd Street address. Caller states 
she was assaulted by a male party 
and her shirt ripped. Officer 
determined nothing physical took 
place. No action needed. 
10:51 p.m. Request for an officer 
in the alley between 3rd and 4th 
Streets. A man and woman were 
arguing. One of them left for the 
night . Peace restored. 

Tuesday 11-27 
7:09 a.m. Report of an abandoned 
motor vehicle at an 11th Street 

, was arrested on 
a default warrant. 
8:22 p.m. Report of an animal 
complaint on Federal Street. An 
owl had been hit by a motor 
vehicle. A passerby moved the owl 

Saturday 11-24 to the side of the road. Owl was 
12:57 p.m. Report of an assault at flying around when officer arrived. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

I 
I 

FIRE BOOKS 
By Ted Graveline 
Tel: 413-863-8057 

~~ A ~00~ ~ - $l1;& 

'll'ihlut~ <O)W ~ lF[o:rutll1CGlfflrD -$1l2 ~. 
~N (D)JF ~@N - $lli I 

lFl1IrutlJll@WlE - $1l~ 

edieieio@comcast.net 

DEMERS' LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping & Excavating 

Estimates Given - Fully Insured 
136 Turnpike Road, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Edward A. Demers, !Since 1970! Tel. 863-3652 
Prop. clip and save . ---~~· ------. 

LETOURNEAU 
APPLIANCE SERVICE 

413-863-8291 
Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators • Ranges 

Dishwashers • ALL MAKES, ALL BRANDS 
Senior Citizen Discount 

24 Hour Service • Paul Letourneau 
(781} 438-8489 
(508) 633-2552 

Antique 
Clocks 

Bought & Sold 

~ 
BOBPACY 

NAWCC No. 0101315 
WlLL TRAVEL STONEHAM, lv(A 02180 

DOLAN & DOtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfR~~~Hl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~rnlf~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 
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They Never Gave Up 

Joshua Gammon, a junior at Turners 'Falls High Schoo4 pe,jorms a trumpet solo on the foggy TFHS football field 
during the school marching band's halftime show at the annual Thanksgiving Dqy football game. 

Montague Business Association Meeting 
The next meeting of the 

Montague Business 
Association (MBA) will take 
place at Patty Cake Patty Cake 
cafe and bakery on 4th Street 
in Turners Falls on Thursday, 

December 6th at 6:00 pm. 
At that meeting, the MBA 

steering committee will report 
on their progress, and collect 
information from people 
interested in being involved 

with the MBA. There will be 
time to network with other 
business owners, and light 
food will be served. A 
donation at the door is 
requested to subsidize the 
food. Bring ideas and 
enthusiasm. 

9 

Lener Writing for Amnestv International 
TURNERS FALLS - Join 
other community members 
during an evening of letter 
writing for Amnesty 
International on December 7th, 
5-8 p.m. at Hallmark Museum 
of Contempora1y Photography. 

The event is pa1t of 
Amnesty lntemational's 
December 7-10 Global Write-

a-thon on behalf of human 
rights defenders, prisoners of 
conscience, and other victims 
of human rights abuses . 

There will be refreshments, 
writing material, sample 
letters, and a wann & friendly 
space in which to write. The 
museum is located at 85 
Avenue A, Turners Falls. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

ART.f & ICICLE.f 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

TURNER/ FALU OPEN flUDIO 
& DOWNTOWN WALKIN<i TOUR 
•• iiEcEM.liiiR. i~ ·& 2~~ •• I 

/TARTING AT 10AM 
Featuring 11 artists' open studios, the 3-D 
Sculpture Park, and Public Art Installations 

in downtown Turners Falls! 

www.turnersfallsriverculture.org 

,ftDYl!!M& 
r111nu 

TRACTORS FOR FARM, DOME & CONSTRUCTION 
_.-■-.. We Carry John Deere 

and Kubota Tractors, 
Stlhl Chain Saws, 
Blowers, Tractor Mowers, 
Ariens Snow Blowers. 
Also: 

• Wood Chippers 
• Log Splitters 
• Winches 
• Materials Handling 

Equipment 
• Fire Proof Safes 

Sales O Serviee O Part~ 

SERVING THE AREA FOB OVER 46 YEAHS 
fi ~~~' i) ) . ( 

SIRUM [QUJIPMENl 
COMPANY. (NC. 

31D FEDERAL STHEET0 RTE. 63° MONTAGDE 
~413-367■248l<{i¢:> 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

·sh to see in the world. 
ES I LOGOS I MARKETING 

2:!~:3Q~"f93 I www.h2-om.com 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

R_eal ¥state ~!!e~cy 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

From Curtains to cutting boards & so much 
more. Come in to see our everyday specials. 

Mon.-Fri.9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 12-4 
329 Deerfield St., Greenfield 773-3911 

www.andysaok.com 

~andf 
se\..l>-~~ 

n5AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 

Open T ue.-Sat 10-6 Sun.10-5 

Newand Used 
Guitars and Amps 

fine Art 
Hand blown Glass 

LocalCraH 
Antiques 

Unique Gilt~ 

Attorney Thomas Merrigan 
~~~~~~~ 

Auto Injury~ Worker's Comp 
Personal Injury & Civil Litigation 

~~~~~~~ 

Rawson, Merrigan & Litner, LLP 
offices located at 

393 :vlain Street, G1·eenfield, ~IA 413-774-5300 
185 Devonshire Street, Boston, :vIA 02110 

• SEPTIC 8c DRAINACE SYSTEMS • SANO, GRAVEL 8c LoAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 
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SCHOOLS from 1 

towns may have an interest in 
resolving this [ question of ele
mentary school configuration] 
sooner rather than later, it is 
incumbent on us to move this 
fo1ward," he said. Rocke has 
called the provision requiring the 
agreement of eight out of nine 
members of the school commit
tee to close a district school an 
insmmountable obstacle to 
resolving the issue of elementary 
configuration in Montague. 

And so it appeared on 
Tuesday night, as Mike 
Langknecht of Montague and 
Sandy Brown of Gill cast the dis
senting votes on a lengthy com
promise proposal hammered out 
during the cotu-se of four school 
committee retreats in the past 
month (see sidebar for the com
plete text of that proposal). 
hldeed, the committee kept ham
mering away at it, in an attempt 
to pick up the last votes needed, 
for a solid hour and a half 
Tuesday, including an Ullusual 
five minute recess at about 9:20 
p.m to allow people to walk the 
halls and gather in odd comers of 
the room to fine ttme the propos
al. But by the time the meeting 
adjourned at ten o'clock, a weaiy 
and visibly fiustrated committee 
once again fotmd the formula for 
school closing just outside their 
grasp, as it has been for the past 

year, and more. 
The defeated proposal was a 

refinement of a plan Rocke pro
posed in October for consolidat
ing elementary education in 
Montague at Sheffield School, 
by fu-st closing Hillcrest School 
(except for Pre-K classes) in 
2008, then closing Montague 
Center School a year later. Rocke 
had proposed ''keeping the door 
open" to the possibility that a 
conummity group could fonn in 
the interim to suppo1t keeping 
the Montague Center School 
open Ullder an alternate fo1m of 
governance, perhaps as a chatter 
school, a Horace Mann School, 
or a 'pilot school'. 

The proposal that emerged 
from the series of school com
mittee retreats differed from the 
superintendent's proposal by opt
ing to close Montague Center a 
year earlier, by August of 2008, 
sending the kinderga1tners from 
Montague Center to Hillcrest and 
the Montague Center fu-st, sec
ond and third graders to Sheffield 
along with the fast and second 
grade1-s from Hillcrest. Hillcrest 
would remain a Pre-K and 
kindergarten center for 
Montague for another yeai·, while 
renovation ftmds were sought to 
renovate Sheffield to accollllno
date all the Montague kinder
garteners a year later, thereby to 
achieve the school committee's 
goal of providing K-5 elemen-
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tary education for district 
schools. 

Under this plan, Hillcrest 
would become a Pre-K center for 
the district, and the only district 
school that would not confonn to 
the K-5 model would be in Gill. 
(Eai·lier this yeai·, Gill town meet
ing voted to retain sixth graders 
at Gill Elementary, rather than 
send them to the Great Falls 
Middle School with the 
Montague sixth graders, who 
made that switch this fall.) 

After the meeting, Rocke 
explained the tightened timeline 
for a save Montague Center 
School community group to fo1m 
and advance a credible plan for 
alternative governance of that 
school. "If no group comes for
ward, then why wait a yeai·?" He 
said the plan to move kinder
gaiten classes from Hillcrest to 
Sheffield in '08 had been pushed 
back a yeai· simply because of 
"toilet fixtures," or more precise
ly the lack of age appropriate 
bathrooms for kindergaitners at 
Sheffield. 

He offered a nmdown of some 
possible alternate governance 
stmctures for Montague Center 
School, including an independent 
chatter school, a Horace Mann 
chatter school, which operates as 
a charter school but within the 
school district, or a pilot school, 
which also operates within the 
district, but is governed by the 

school community cotu1cil, who 
cai1 request services as needed 
from the district and have bud
getaiy authority within a frame
work of per pupil costs equal to 
other district schools. At the 
meeting, Rocke also mentioned 
the idea of creating a magnet 
school for the district at 
Montague Center based on an 
expanded environmental educa
tion cun-iculum. 

After the meeting, Montague 
Center School advocate Jeff 
Singleton called the defeated 
motion, "a potentially good com
promise. But we've got to know 
that the benchmai·ks for the com
mittee to accept a commtmity 
proposal ai·e furn." 
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Seated in the audience, 
Montague Center pai·ent David 
Leh cotmnented, "I th.ink it's 
more feasible to renovate 
Montague Center as a district 
school, as opposed to the renova
tions that would be needed at 
Sheffield to allow K-5 to go 
there." Leh also served on the 
task force to study the capital 
needs of the schools last winter. 

h1 defense of the proposal, 
Rocke said, "I believe the town 
of Montague would suppo1t 
modest renovations at Sheffield, 
and I would stand up at town 
meeting," and advocate for that. 
Rocke said once the committee 
came to agreement on school 
closing, he would aggressively 
seek state ftmding for renovating 
Sheffield, ''but I can't promise 
that it will be fo1thcoming." 

Rocke said he met with 
Sheffield p1-incipal Chip Wood 
on Wednesday, in the afte1math 
of the vote. Of the possibility that 
Montague kindergarten classes 
could end up pe1manently 
housed in Hillcrest, if a similar 
proposal eventtially passes and 
money for renovating Sheffield 
is not forthcoming, Rocke said, 
"Chip and I feel that is also a 
viable long tenn option for early 
childhood education in the dis
ti-ict." 

Proposed Language tor a Motion on Elementan, Configuration voted Down 1-2 
on TUesdav, November 21th 11V the Gill-Montague Regional School committee 

Before Tuesday's vote on the 
amended proposal, Langknecht 
explained his opposition. "This 
plan is contingent on the town of 
Montague coming up with the 
ftmds to renovate Sheffield. We 
could end up in the campus 
model [Hillcrest and Sheffield 
remaining open as side by side 
elementaiy schools], which is 
something we've said we don't 
want." Langknecht, who served 
on the school buildings capital 
needs committee last winter, esti
mated repairs to Sheffield to 
allow all Montague elementary 
srudents to attend school there 
would cost $1.3 to $1.5 million, 
and he said he doubted 
Montague town meeting would 
approve a sum that large, when 
all Montague elementary sru
dents could be housed in 
Hillcrest and Sheffield for per
haps $150,000. 

Commenting at the meeting 
on the probability of Montague 
suppo1ting renovations at 
Sheffield, collllnittee member 
Kristin Boyle said, "If we're 
doing a five-year plan with the 
town, they'll probably suppo1t 
us. But we have to move past this 
point." 

"hl order to implement a K-5 
elementa1y broad grade span 
configuration by September 
2009, and in order to increase 
the equitable distribution of 
resources across the district, 
promoting equal access to ser
vices and programs for all stt1-
dents, we make the following 
motion: 

1. Move grades 1 and 2 from 
Hillcrest to Sheffield by August, 
2008. Pre-Kand K will remain 
at Hillcrest. 

2. Close Montague Center 
School by August 2008 and 
move K to Hillcrest and grades 
1, 2, and 3 to Sheffield, unless 
the school committee approves 
an alternate plan as provided in 
paragraph 5, below. 

3. Move all K from 
Montague to Sheffield by 
August, 2009, pending ftmding 
and completed renovation. 

4. Immediately research 
appropriate alternative educa
tional uses for any tmused por
tion of the Hillcrest building. 
These may include a special 
education collaborative, early 
childhood leaining center, dis
trict administrative offices, etc. 
We will also actively pursue 
collaboration with the town of 
Montague for other use of the 
building. 

5. Any conummity group cai1 
fo1m a committee to research 
and present an alternative plan 
for use of the Hillcrest or 
Montague Center buildings. 

The group must infonn the 
school committee chair of their 
intent in writing and state their 
intent to the foll committee 
prior to or at the Janua1y 8th, 
2008 meeting. The group must 
then develop and present a plan 
at the March 11th, 2008 meet
ing that includes a timeline, 
business plan, education plan, 
and governance plan. A suc
cessfol application would 
include components consistent 
with the proposed plan and 
application. The school com
mittee will then vote on the plan 
at the Mai·ch 25th meeting. A 
school committee vote to reject 
this plan must include a detailed 
explanation of why it fails to 
meet the criteria." 

Joining him in opposition to 
the motion, Brown explained her 
vote after the meeting, saying, 
"The plan assumes renovations 
at Sheffield in 2009 to provide 
for extended grade spans K-5, 
but there's no acrual planning for 
these renovations, how they will 
happen, or who will pay for 
them." She added, "As to 
Montague Center School, I think 
the plan pretends to offer ai1 
opportunity to the conummity to 
continue that school, but it's not 
real. The bai· for them is too high. 
It's not at all cleai· how many 
members of the school commit
tee are prepared to support any 
plan the collllmmity comes up 
·with." 

After the vote failed, school 
co1mnittee chair Maiy Kociela 
said, "Last year, eve1yone was so 
frusti·ated and divided. We've 
done a lot 1-ight now, so please 
just hold onto that. We are mov
ing forward. We'll keep hying." 

The problem of how to recon
figure the elementaiy schools in 
Montague will be back on the 
co1mnittee's agenda in coming 
weeks, ·with alternate proposals 
welcome, Kociela said. 

In other news, the state 
Depaitment of Education issued 
the final draft of the Disn-ict 
Leadership Evaluation repo1t, 
which Rocke chai·acterized as 
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IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
~aissance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

DON SKOLE 
PRESIDENT 

~ Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO• HOME• COMMERCIAL• MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 77 4-6938 ( 508) 544-5431 

PO Box 272 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413/863-8316 
Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

l!RSATIYS NAIRl!UTTING 
PSRMC a. eo,ou 

/lllen, Women S. ~hll4,-en 

f~~~%-j 
Vol.I C!llh get fhete ftolWI hete,,, 

74 PROePSt!T eT. TQRNneFAlU 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc.Fax:413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413 863-9166 
ABR. CR$, e-l'RO, ORI, SRES,C6R Home Fax:413-863-0218 
REALTOR' Ern<2il bedson 1@comcast.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

Terrarium Supply 

~-Rare ~~ 
{'!/- Exo~c. 

~ Tropical& 

~ Cat>niVOI'OUS Plants 

~Poison Dart FI'ogs 

413-883-2770 -
www.blackjungle.com 
310 Avenue A, Turners Falls MA, 01376 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD convert the sprinkler system at 
the Strathmore Mill to a chy sys
tem. That work is underway this 
week, after a freeze-up early 
Saturday morning resulted in a 
mptured pipe elbow in Building 
#1, which sent a geyser of water 
through the burned out roof until 
it was isolated and shut off. 

BroadcastinU Live: MCTV 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
Now they've been back in opera
tion as the town's cable access 
provider for two years, MCTV is 
hoping to expand the number of 
locations in town where cable 
feeds are located, so volunteer 
producers can expand their abili
ty to cover live events. Speaking 
for the cable adviso1y committee, 
Chris Sawyer-Laucanno told the 
selectboard on Monday, 
November 26th, that he had been 
in touch with Stephen 
Fitzgibbons, manager of govern
ment and community relations 
for Comcast, the town's cable tel
evision provider, to ask if the 
company would install more 
'drops' in town for live cable 
feeds. 

Laucanno said Fitzgibbons 
was receptive to the idea. "His 
sense is this would be good for 
Montague." Laucanno said 
Fitzgibbons told him the town of 
Amherst has eleven live drops, 
and the town of Deerfield has six. 
Montague has three. "The trouble 
is, we should have asked for [the 
additional drops] when we were 
negotiating our contract, and we 
didn't." So Laucanno asked the 
board to draft a letter to 
Fitzgibbons, fo1mally requesting 
additional cable ch·ops, and ask
ing to set up a meeting in J anua1y 

SCHOOLS from pg 10 

. "positive in tone." The DOE 
placed the Gill-Montague school 
system on the state's "unde1per
fonning" list earlier this year. 
Rocke said the state now believes, 
according to the repo1t, "Our dis
trict is heading in the right direc
tion.. . continuing to make 
progress on educational goals 
despite the lack of resources and 
turnover of staff." 

Rocke also said, "It's clear the 
people who wrote the repo1t feel 
very strongly the students in Gill 
6th grade should be over at the 
Middle School. It's an open ques
tion. Perhaps in the future the 
community of Gill can look at this 
again." 

Gill school community mem
ber Ted Castro-Santos asked 

v.rith Fitzgibbons, to work out the 
details. "The question is, who 
will pay for them, Comcast or 
us," Laucanno added. 

MCTV board president 
Michael Muller told the board 
MCTV was willing to assume the 
cost of installing locked boxes 
and live ch·ops at various loca
tions around town, if Comcast 
refused to pay for their installa
tion. "We said when the town 
voted to give the assignment 
back to MCTV it would not cost 
the town any money, and we aim 
to stick to that," Muller said. 
MCTV brings in about $90,000 a 
year from cable subscriber fees. 

After the meeting, Muller said 
he would like to have live feeds 
installed at Peskeomskut Park, to 
cover musical events at the band
shell as well as events at the vet
erans park. He'd also like ch·ops 
at the Unity Park playing fields, 
the Discovery Center, Avenue A 
near Spinner Park (for future 
parades and block parties), as 
well as at the three branches of 
the Montague public libraries. 

In other news, the board 
appointed Mark Olchowski as a 
new reserve police officer, and 
heard that the Montague police 
department has received a 
$40,019 community policing 
grant, "about the same amount as 

Rocke to track the test score per
fo1mance of sixth graders who 
attend school in Gill and who 
attend school at Great Falls, 
throughout their school career. 

The school committee 
approved a policy requiring a 
two-thirds affinnative vote of the 
entire school committee to move 
grades from one school to another 
within the district, as long as the 
move is consistent with the dis
trict agreement (which provides 
that Gill school students have the 
right to attend elementaiy school 
in the town of Gill). 

G-M business manager Lynn 
Bassett said the state Department 
of Revenue has ce1tified the 
schools' excess and deficiency 
[ free cash] fund for '07 at 
$244,643. 

II 

A sign and barrier blocked the Strathmore Mill's east loading dock on Wednesday. 
A call to the phone number listed on the sign yielded no response at press time. 

last year." feel it is not unreasonable to seek 
The board granted a Class II the protection of the town in 

used car dealers license to Nate these matters." 
Bastarache at 460 Turners Falls The board approved an appli
Road, with the stipulation that cation by the Montague Center 
only two cars be stored in the Firemen's Relief Association to 
garage at a time for sale, and not place a creche on the town com
displayed outside, and no repair mon for a period of21 days, from 
work conducted. Bastarache mns December 9th to December 30th. 
his business over the Internet. A 
nrunber of neighbors voiced con
cern that the residential character 
of the area not be disturbed. 

"We want to be sure this does
n't lead to an expansion," said 
Les Cromack. "We don't want to 
see vehicles displayed. That 
would devalue our prope1ty. We 

They also approved a two-day 
ente1tainment license for Suzee's 
Third Street Launchy, for 
Saturday and Sunday, December 
2nd and 3rd, for their annual 
fashion and art show. 

The board approved a $90,000 
contrnct with Royal Steam 
Heater Company of Gardner to 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Stolen Car Crashed 
Wednesday 11-14 
11 :04 p m. Assisted Bernardston 
police with burglar alann at Town 
Spirits. Breaking and entering into 
building. 
Thursday 11-15 
1: 11 a m. Stolen motor vehicle 
from Mountain Road. Found 
crashed and abandoned in 
Guilford, VT. Suspect fled the 

an c arg 
motor vehicle. 
Friday 11-16 
8:38 pm. Car vs deer accident on 
Route 2 
Saturday 11-17 
3:45 p.m. Found Black Lab with 
Erving tags. Left message for 
owner. 
4:25 pm. Disturbance repotted on 
Notth Street. Report taken. 
9: 12 pm. Lost dogs from River 
Street. Puppies recovered on 
Lester and Gunn. 
11:38 pm. Report of excess 
smoke coming from Etving Paper 
Mill. E1ving fire department on 

scene. Building checked. 
Detennined to be excess steam 
due to weather conditions. 
Sunday 11-18 
8:00 am. Destmction of property. 
Stolen Native American statue 
found bmned in Wendell. Wooden 
statue retrieved. 
5:45 pm. Suspicious motor vehi
cle in French King Restaurant 
parking lot. Attempted to locate 
owner. 
Monday 11-19 
10:28 a.m. Welfare check on High 
Street. All OK. 
3 :36 p m. Disabled motor vehicle 
on Route 2 at Holmes Street. 
Owner intention to move vehicle 
same night. Not a hazard. 
Tuesday 11-20 
8: 12 a m. Motor vehicle accident 
with injury Route 2 at top of West 
bypass. 
Wednesday 11-21 
12: 17 p m. Accident near Bridge 
Street in Wendell. Stood by for 
state police. 
2:15 pm. Repott of tractor trailer 
hitting stop sign at Route 2 and 
Route 63 intersection. Trnck 

Geri Johnson 
Since 1895 ~CRB,CRS,GRT 

Meanwhile, ai·ound the east 
end of the mill, the abutting com
pany, Montague Energy Group, 
has cordoned off access to the 
Strathmore's main loading dock 
with wire cord, as of Tuesday 
evening. Building inspector 
David Jensen said the Starthtnore 
prope1ty has a "pe1manent deed
ed easement to the loading 
dock." 

Police chief Ray Zukowski 
said, "My understanding is the 
town has an opinion from coun
sel that the v.rire should be taken 
down. Otu· counsel will be in 
contact with their comisel and if 
they don't take it down, we'll 
probably remove it ourselves." 

Town adtninistrator Frank 
Abbondanzio was more defmite. 
"We're going to be asse1ting our 
rights of access and taking the 
wire down. It's a matter of public 
safety." 

stopped on Route 63 in Northfield 
and issued a citation for marked 
lane violation. 
F1iday 11-23 
9:00 a m. Responded to Pratt 
Street residence for suspicious 
substance. Substance recovered 
and packaged for testing. 
9:35 pm. Car vs deer accident on 
Route 2 at Wheelock. 
Saturday 11-24 
9:25 a.m. Alaim on River Road; 
residence secure. 
12:30 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
police at Barney Hale Road with 
motor vehicle stop. 
10:4 7 m. Atl'ested 

for domestic assault and batte1y. 
Sunday 11-25 
12:20 pm. Possible etl'atic driver 
on Route 2 in Erving Center. 
Unable to locate. 
7:50 p.m. Out of control female 
West Main Street. Situation con
trolled; parties calmed down. 
Monday 11-26 
1:41 p.m. Breaking and entering 
into International Papennill. 
Papennill Road and mill searched. 
8:30 pm. Repo1t of suspicious 
subject in middle of French King 
Btidge with a black coat. Subject 
located in a vehicle on Gill side of 
b1idge. No action taken. 

~ 
McCarthy 

On the Cornman 
Gree1if1eld, Massachusetts 

Turners Falls, Massachusetts 

Gen Johnson & ~ssonarts 
REALTORS 

Seniors 
Rt.,al Estate 

Support 

FUNERAL HOME 
www.mccarthyf11nernl/1on1es.com 

(413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Director 

~~or Painting & H<>me Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax(413)863-9739 ~ 

INTERSTATE AUTO 
Bill Cowan Jr., Shop Manager 

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR ---- • All Makes & Models 
• Neighborhood Shop 

• Neighborhood Prices 

863-0003 
147 Second Street• Turners Falls 

1---------, 
1 Got Gas?: I Aubuchon has all the propane you need, all year round . 

1 $l00 OFF fill-up with this coupon 1 

I TllftlerlFIIIISStlfe6111¥ I 
,~t t2llnt1111A 413-863-2100 J~-,~ I 

• MIINIClfONHAROWARE (expirfiJ••••ry3l,2008) '~ .... ~~--~ ...... ~~ 
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BOOK from pg 1 
found at the Book Mill, which 
he owned and ran for the last 
fifteen years. Only he's no 
longer to be found behind the 
main desk; he's more likely to 
be found at a writing desk, 
(Why is the Book Mill like the 
Raven?) working on those last 
few chapters. Lovelace said he 
was able to sell the book, and 
for a price "ten times what you 
usually get for a first book," 
because of the subject matter. 
And, "even though the market 
is saturated with memoirs, 
there's still a need for more." 

As Lovelace tells the sto1y, 
"It has a socko first chapter. 
My mom was mentally ill when 
I was a kid. Then, in 1986, my 
dad had a manic break - it hap
pened really late in his life 
[ when he was in his 50s] - he 
went completely bonkers and 
was hospitalized. I bugged out; 
I couldn't handle it. I went to 
Central America, tried to dis
tance myself from the family." 

Then, on a phone call home, 
he found out his brother had 
been hospitalized with the 
same diagnosis as his dad, bi
polar disease. "I felt like I was 
being pursued. Bad things run 
in threes." Returning from 
Central America, Lovelace 
soon wound up at a party in 
Olympia, Washington, "drink
ing [hallucinogenic] mushroom 
tea" and going on a psychedel
ic trip that did not wind down 
for another month, after an 
arrest and hospitalization in 
San Francisco, and a subse
quent trip back home - with his 
father - and a second psychi
atric hospitalization in Beverly, 
MA. 

"I smoked a lot of pot, in 
those days," said Lovelace, 
somewhat ruefully, "and did 
some psychedelics. Bad, bad 
things to do," for someone in 
fear for their mental stability. 
After his second, two-week 
stint in the mental hospital, 
neve1theless Lovelace said he 
went eight years "self-medicat
ing" and maintaining a some
what manic frame of mind, 
avoiding the need to take pre
scription drugs for his condi-

tion. After the birth of his 
daughter, now twelve, 
Lovelace said, "I was having 
anxiety attacks, and I really 
wanted to get some work 
done." So he began taking lithi
um, a mood stabilizing pre
scription diug, which he has 
been on ever since. 

"I couldn't have written this 
book without it," he admitted. 
"I needed calm." He said the 
combination of talk therapy 
and lithium has allowed him to 
take advantage of the creative 
aspects he feels attend manic 
illness, without losing sleep or 
his hard-won balance of mind. 

If bipolar illness is a genetic 
illness, as Lovelace's family 
experience and his research 
into the disease show, then why 
would talk therapy be any good 
at helping to treat it? 

"I'm not a doctor, but the 
research shows without a doubt 
that [bi-polar disease] is genet
ic." But, regardless of its ori
gin, Lovelace said, the disease 
has left him in need of more 
than one coping strategy. 

"It's extremely hard to deal 
with the fact that you've lost 
your mind -- that you've lost 
control of your mind -- espe
cially when it's a cyclical thing. 
Plus there is the fear that you'll 
be mutilating your personality 
if you take medication. So you 
can't do it [manage the disease] 
well without talk therapy." 

Lovelace allowed there may 
be a "chicken and egg" factor 
between 'recreational drugs' 
and mental illness. "Research 
has shown marijuana can exac
erbate the disease; psyche
delics can kick sta1t something 
[like bipolar illness] that is 
latent in a person." And he 
warns against relying on non-
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prescription dmgs - or alcohol -
to "self-medicate" the illness. 
"It's a ve1y lethal disease if it 
isn't treated." 

One out of five untreated 
manic depressives collllllit sui
cide, according to the book 
Manic Depressive Illness, 
which Lovelace called "the 
bible of manic depression," 
authored by Kay Redfield 
Jamison and Frederick K. 
Goodwin. 

Lovelace said his parents 
and brother are fine now, tak
ing prescription medication 
and managing the illness. He 
added that none of his family 
members had taken dmgs or 
abused alcohol prior to the 
onset of their bouts with bipo
lar disorder. His sister, a psy
chotherapist, has never shown 
symptoms of mood disorders or 
mental ilh1ess. 

"It's a funny thing. It's 
genetic, but it can skip a gener
ation. It can do anything it 
wants to," said Lovelace. He 
talks about the disease as if it's 
a family ghost, whose time for 
exorcism is at hand. 

"Writing the book has 
allowed me to work through all 
this stuff," he said. And now 
that the book has found a 
buyer, Lovelace said it will 
give him a chance to talk to his 
childi·en about bi-polar disease. 
"Because it's a genetic thing, it 
doesn't mean they'll have the 
disease. But I need to talk to 
them about it." 

As for his family of origin, 
Lovelace said they are suppo1t
ive of his decision to write his 
memoir -- even though they 
figure in it -- and excited for 
his success in selling it. 

Lovelace has made his home 
in Shutesbmy for the last eight 

years, with his wife Roberta, 
his daughter and his seven
year-old son. When he is not at 
home in the bucolic New 
England countiyside, Lovelace 
has spent time in some of the 
centers of American urban 
decay, including the Lower 
East Side of Manhattan in the 
mid-80s, where he was part of 
the squatters movement that 
took over about 40 city-owned 
tenement buildings, "jacking 
electi·icity" from Con Edison, 
and heating their apartments 
with lathe ripped from the 
walls and burned in little wood 
stoves. "It was like camping 
out rent free for three years in 
the middle of New York City. 
Nobody cared. We had politi
cos, artists, musicians, plus 
people who actually needed a 
place to live," all making a go 
of it together. "You need a hair 
cut to even walk through the 
Lower East Side these days," 
he added. Where the city once 
demolished interior staircases 
and knocked holes in the roofs 
to render tax title apartment 
buildings uninhabitable, now 
rents go for $4000 or $5000 a 
month. 

Lovelace, who moonlights 
as a carpenter when he is not 
pulling down six figure book 
contracts, journeyed to another 
urban wasteland in 2006, with 
a carpenter friend. 

"About six months aBer the 
flood, we threw a bunch of 
tools in the t111nk," and di·ove 
down to New Orleans, where 
they "worked for a relief orga
nization called Common 
Ground, that was founded by 
an ex-Black Panther." Lovelace 
said they lived in an abandoned 
Catholic School and helped 
reframe the interior of an 
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African-American woman's 
house in the 9th Ward, one of 
the hardest hit neighborhoods 
in the Katrina disaster. "She 
was about 60 years old, a real 
live wire, a former jazz 
dancer." 

Lovelace recalled when they 
first met the woman whose 
house they would help rebuild, 
she had laid out some of her 
possessions in front of her 
house, including former dance 
outfits. "There were pink tutus 
and feather boas all over her 
fence," in a neighborhood sur
rounded by empty houses, with 
spray paint on the doors indi
cated which ones had had dead 
bodies or sti·ay pets inside. 

Asked whether his journey 
from calm New England coun
tryside to scenes of urban apoc
alypse might be a mirror to his 
interior state, Lovelace said, 
"It's weird. Maybe." 

Look for Lovelace to give 
readings from Scatter.shot in 
the near future. Or look him up 
at the Book Mill and find out 
how it ends. 

II 
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. My son 
picked up an infection in the 
hospital recent~y. It sounded 
like the doctors were calling it 
"see-dift. " It gave him terri
ble diarrhea. Do you know 
what this is? 

The doctors were referring 
to the bacterium Clostridium 
difficile, which is often called 
C. diff or C. difficile. There's 
a good chance you'll be hear
ing more about C. diff 
because infections a1·e 
increasing throughout the 
world. 

In recent years, C. diff has 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

A Healthcare Associated Infection 
become one of the most com
mon infections in hospitals, 
and it can be fatal. C. diff can 
produce two virulent toxins 
that attack the lining of the 
intestine. In the United States, 
C. diff causes at least 5,000 
deaths annually. 

C. diff is what is called a 
'healthcare-associated infec
tion,' which means that it is 
one you pick up in a hospital 
or similar facility such as a 
nursing home. About one in 
five hospital patients get C. 
diff, but only about one in 
three of these suffer symp
toms. C. diff isn't just an 
institutional threat; you can 
get it elsewhere. 

C. diff bacteria are 
omnipresent, but they don't 
pose a threat unless they mul
tiply abnormally in the 
intestines. This can happen 
when you take antibiotics. 

There are hundreds of types 

THEATER REVIEW 

of bacteria in your intestinal 
tract that you need to maintain 
good health. Antibiotics often 
destroy these beneficial bacte
ria while trying to kill off the 
ones that are making you sick. 
If you don't have enough 
good bacteria in your body, C. 
diff can proliferate. 

C. diff can cause diarrhea 
with 10 or more wate1y bowel 
movements daily. C. diff can 
also produce severe colon 
inflammations including fatal 
colitis. C. diff is suspected of 
causing almost all intestinal 
infections following therapy 
with antibiotics. 

Older people are at greater 
risk of getting C. diff because 
they are more likely to be hos
pitalized and treated with 
antibiotics, and they are espe
cially susceptible to recurring 
infections. 

While C. diff can be 
brought on by antibiotic thera-

py, it can also be fought off 
with certain antibiotics. 
However, in recent years, C. 
diff has become more viru
lent. Stronger strains of C. diff 
can make about 20 times as 
many toxins as common 
strains. The new strains are 
more resistant to treatment. 

There are several ways to 
test for C. diff.: a. stool test for 
toxins, a colon examination 
with a scope, and a CAT scan. 

The number of C. diff 
infections can be reduced by 
avoiding the unnecessary use 
of antibiotics. 

Antibiotics are used to 
combat bacteria., not vimses. 
So, these potent drugs should 
be used for infections of the 
ear, sinuses, urinary tract and 
skin. They're also used to 
treat strep throat. They should 
not be used for viruses that 
cause most sore throats, 
coughs, colds and flu. 

However, doctors in the 
USA write about 50 million 
antibiotic prescriptions for 
viral illnesses anyway. Patient 
pressure is a. major cause for 
these prescriptions. 

If you must take an antibi
otic, ask your doctor for one 
with a narrow range; broad
spectmm antibiotics are more 
likely to disrupt intestinal 
bacteria. 

Saccharomyces boulardii, a 
natural yeast, is effective in 
treating C. difficile infections 
in conjunction with antibi
otics. It is classified as a. 'pro
biotic.' Probiotics help restore 
a healthy balance in the 
intestines. Probiotics are 
available in many pharmacies 
and natural food stores. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. 

1'/LL0WMAN 
on trial, for inventing such dark, 
hon-ifying characters. But are 
they not just milrnrs for our 
times? 

A word of caution: 
Reserve well ahead, for the 

UMass Theater Depa.itment's 

next (light and witty) play by 
Oscar Wilde: The Importance of 
Being Earnest, December 6-7-8-
9 and 13-14-15-16. 

The theater, remember, holds 
only 80 seats; Pillowman has 
been playing to full houses. 

Presented by the UMass 
Theater Department 
REVIEWED BY FLORE 
AMHERST - I was warned, 
1-ight before the lights went out: 
"This play is a hard one!" 

How does one feel, when a 
play is razor edged, demanding 
you to follow the pa.in, the bm
tality the interpretation 
demands? 

The students at UMa.ss 
Theater Depa1tment have done it 
again! 

Ten of them, on and off the 
stage, rotating in a. confined 
inten-oga.tion cell. 

Jeremy Browne, Shaun Hall, 
Micha.el Cordeiro, the young 
Herny Weis, Tucker Men-ick, 
Lianne O'Shea, Duncan 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(tnergy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

Grossman, Malgorzata. Tolak Michael Cordeiro, Jeremy Browne, and Shaun Hall (l-r) in Pillowman, at UMass Amherst through December 16th. 
and voices over of Julian Olf and ( 413) 773-3622 
Julie Nelson. It unfolds with 

While you are pretending to 
be sitting quietly, what hap
pened? 

Were you really dropped into 
the bullring? 

Perhaps that is really the case, 
after listening to the author, 
Martin McDonagh's, lacerating 
text. It operates like lashes, 
applied by the actors to the pub
lic. 

exacting intensity 
on moral issues, 
keeping eve1yone 
on their toes: tor
ture, injustice, con
flict and power, all 
of these dissected 
before our eyes. 

As the play 
unfolds, the wi-iter
actor himself is put 
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• The Gas Experts 
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123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

, Storm Damage Prevention & 
Restoration 
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, Shade Tree Maintenance 
,Tree Removal 

Matthew Edwards 
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, Climber 

, Insured 

Wendell • 978-544- 7 452 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XLXVI 
TheNMHDump 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - It was during the period 
when Ma was sewing for the 
WPA that I got my first glimpse 
of Mount Hermon School for 
Boys. 

As we rode past the rear 
entrance to the school one day, I 
looked out at hundreds of pigs 
rooting in a fenced pigge1y on 
one side of the road while a herd 
of cattle grazed in a pasture on 
the other. A little further on, 
flocks of chickens roamed on a 

REPORTER ClASSIFIEDS cm a&a-866&. rAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

FOR SALE - High-quality legal 
size 5-drawer file cabinets. 
Finest domestic manufacture; 
unbeatable price: $100. Just 
Things. Open Mon-Sat. Call 
First: (413) 498-5043. 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too 
Small - General Carpentry and 
home repairs. Custom shelves 
a specialty. Call David, 413-
863-9296. 

MANAGING EDITOR - The 
Commons, an independent 
newspaper serving south
eastern Vermont, seeking 
experienced, full-time editor. 
Please send cover letter and 
resume by December 6th, 
2007, to Vermont Independent 
Media, POB 1212, Brattleboro, 
VT 05302, or e-mail to 
info@commonsnews.org. 

FOSTER PARENTS 
TUTOR AVAILABLE - WANTED: Since 1964, Dare 
Emphasis on reading, writing Family Services has provided 
and verbal skills. Steady clients foster care for abused and 
only. Must be motivated. (413) neglected children who are not 
863-5149. able to live with their biological 

families. We are looking for 
CARTOONISTS Wanted for foster parents in Franklin 
discussion group. Amateur or 
pro. Call 659-5339 or email 
klwilkinson@comcast.net. 

County for our So. Deerfield 
Office. Please join us in 
enhancing the lives of children 
in need. Dare offers training, 

GILL BUILDING LOT - 10- ongoing support and a daily 
acre building lot on Center 
Road, garage, well, septic 
design approved, field and 
woods. $104,900, call (413) 
863-9404. 

$50 tax-exempt stipend. For 
more details, call Krista 
Harrington at 413-684-2222 or 
800-244-DARE. Also ask about 
our $300 referral bonus! 

Annual ••Cans'' Film Festival 
brought to you by Greenfield Garden Cinemas in 

Greenfield in conjunction with the VF\W in Turners Falls 

to benefit the Center for Self Reliance 
with food for this holiday season. Bring Five Cans of food or non
perishable food items and see a first showing movie of the evening. 

It is that simple. Seating is limited so come early to get a seat. 

6:00 
6:30 
6:30 
6:45 
6:45 
7:00 
7:00 

Here is a list of the movies and their starting times: 

American Gangster - R 
Cash donations welcome. ' 

Mr. Magorium's Wonder Emporium - G 

Enchanted - PG $ 
Bee Movie - PG GREENFIELD 

f;.AVU~~ 
Fred Claus - PG CINEMAS 
Hitman - R Main St. Greenfield. MA 
Beowulf - PG13 413-774-4881 

fenced range. 
"What are all these animals 

here for?" I asked. 
"This is a school where boys 

learn to fa1m." 
"Will I be able to go here, 

some day?" 
"Oh, no; you have to be rich 

and very smart to go here." 
Like my older brothers, Pa 

had pretty much cured me of 
fam1ing. I wondered why a rich 
boy would need to learn how to 
shovel manure. And if he were 
sma1t, it seemed that he'd find 
something better to do. I wished 
that I were rich, or at least smait. 

In truth, Motmt Hennon is a 
college prep school. The pigs, 
roaming the pigge1y and feeding 
on garbage from the dining hall, 
would end up as pork on the 
table. The cattle produced milk, 
butter, and beef for the students. 
Chickens produced eggs and 
meat. Though the school work 
program required boys to work 
ten hours a week, faiming was 
usually the furthest thing from 
their goals. In reality, the hai·d 
work may have also cured them 
of ever entertaining the idea of 
fanning for a living, and made 
them study hai·der. 

The next time we visited the 
school, we drove to the Motmt 
He1mon school dump with our 
two-man crosscut saw in the 
back of the Essex, where the 
cushions had been removed. We 
didn't own a wood lot and Pa 
strnggled to find wood to fill the 
woodshed each winter. 

Pa bought or begged wood 
where he could. We were at the 

1Aall's Place 
.......... bilh.JAd 

OihcrDiod<n Jep's 
Place 

The Perfect 
Hollday Glft! 

for ~ at The Brick House 
Art Gallery, 24 Third St., 
Turners Falls, during this 
weekend's Alm ANlD laCll.lllS 
studio tour. {See page 3 for 
more details of that event.) 

dump to salvage elm wood, 
discarded by the school 
maintenai1ce crew. I felt good 
about being chosen to go with 
my pai·ents. In reality, I was the 
only one left at home to paitner 
on the two-man saw. The back 
ai1d fo1th action on the saw was 
too taxing for Pa's heart 
condition. Ma and I teamed up 
well. 

We lugged the neai·-useless 
elm wood home in the back seat 
of the Essex, Pa's pride and joy, 
now tainted with the smell of 
burning garbage. The only good 
part was that, with the rear 
cushion removed and the back 
loaded to the ceiling with wood, 
I got to ride in the front seat 
between Ma and Pa. 

Elm wood does not throw 
much heat, but we needed 
firewood. We probably 
generated more heat cutting and 
stacking the elm than the wood 
produced when we burned it in 
the stove that winter. 

One evening, as we were 
sawing away, the Mount 
He1mon fatm manager drove 
down the road to the dump. 

"Someone's coming," Pa 
said. "I wonder if we'll get in 
trouble for taking the wood." 

Pa and Ma knew the manager 
because he was also the town tax 
collector. They smiled 
nervously, and waved. He made 
a U-tmn and left without waving 
back. Maybe he did not see us 
wave, and meant no offense, but 
Pa left with the load of elm 
wood, and we never went back. 

I felt Pa's shame and 
emban-assment at the snub. No 
one talked on the way home. I 
wished that we had a wood lot, 
or money to buy wood or a load 
of coal. I wished we didn't have 
to pick wood out of the dump. 

Pa eventually purchased a 
wood lot when both he and Ma 
were working and piling up the 
money. Owning a wood lot 
restored his dignity, but it still 
took a fair amotmt of time and 
energy to cut, haul, split, saw 
and stack wood m the 

woodshed. 
We originally used a "one

lunger" single cylinder gasoline 
engine. Sometimes, on the way 
home from school, I could heai· 
the "putt-putt" of the engine and 
the scream of the circulai· saw 
tearing its way though a log, 
long before the saw was in sight. 

When I was about ten years 
old, Pa put me to work taking 
wood away from the saw. I'd 
hold onto the end of a log, just 
inches away from the whirling 
blade, fearful that the saw would 
bind and pull my hand into it. 
Doing such dangerous work 
boosted my self-esteem. 

Long after the screaming saw 
was silenced, the sound 
continued to roar in my ears. 
The act of preparing for the long 
cold winter appealed to me. 
Maybe it was from reading the 
ant-and-grasshopper story, or 
maybe I just wanted to be wa1m. 

Pa replaced the one-ltmger 
with a 1927 Dodge cai· engine 
and eliminated the belt drive. 
The belt had served as a safety 
factor, falling off if the saw 
jammed. He now had the saw 
arbor welded solid to the cai· 
drive shaft. The six cylinder 
engine was fai· more powerful 
than the single cylinder putt-putt 
engine, making it a treacherous 
set-up. I dared not mention it to 
Pa, but someone who saw the 
lethal solid connection had 
warned him. Pa ran the engine at 
a lower speed, after that, and 
forttmately, no one was maimed 
before he gave up cutting wood. 

I missed the hustle and bustle 
of sawing the winter's wood. I 
always liked doing a man's job 
even though I was just a kid. I 
would casually mention to other 
boys about taking wood away 
from the saw, operating the 
mowing machine, working as a 
teamster or driving a fann 
tractor, when many of them 
were not allowed to so much as 
open a can of beans for fear the 
can opener would maim them 
for life. 

- Continued Next Week 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Negus ~ Taylor, Inc. 
MonumenIB ~@/F

$1'~ J.~~ 

'" We engr'!ve c~ 
memories 

People often come to see us 
because their parents 
and their gronc\Jorents did, 
We' re proud to hove 
that kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 

'111e perfect remembrance· 

j that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 
10 MIi Street, Greenfield, MA 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easx in-t.own location 
Secure 24-hotu· access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

{~.:,,v Brian ~- San Soucie 
~- Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 years Certified• Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

~ 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

BH~r 290-1162 

863-2471 
fqx 863-8022 

t>KINixWorks 
Michael Nix 

High Quality Music Lessons 
Guitar: Electric, Steel String.Classical 

Banjo: 5 String, Tenor 
Mandolin, Uke, Songwriting 

Theory, Composition, Arranging 

www.NixWorks.com 
(413) 772-0328 mnix@nixworks.com 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

lnfraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

Sm.okin' H~ppo 
A Family Restaurant and Barliecue 

20 French King Hwy., Erving 
Phone: (413) 423-3220 

Now Serving Breakfast! 
Full Regular Menu & Liquor License 

Now 'Servi'}_g Our Award-Winning Clam Chowder! 
Try Our Own Hippo Family of BBC Beer 

Hours: Breakfast: 7:30-II:30am Sat/Sun 
Lunclt: 11:30-4 Tues-Sun• Dinner - 4-9 Tues-Sat, 4-8 Sun 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 7TH TO 9TH 
Walcom& Y"la: A Midwinter 
Celebration. Irish & English music, 
dance, songs and stories celebrat
ing the return of the light. A show for 
all ages at The Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls, Dec. 7 and 8 at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 9 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: $10/adults, $7/ seniors & 
children, 4 yrs and under free. 
Reservations 863-2281, or Jones 

p.m. Info., reservations and direc
tions 624-5140 or info@round
houseculture.com. 

THURSDAY - SUNDAY, 
NOV. 29TH TO DEC. 2ND 
Arthur Miller's searing drama, The 
Crucible, performed at Northfield 
Mount Hermon School. The play 
about the witch trials in 17th centu
ry Salem, Mass., is widely seen as 
an allegory for the Red Scare of the 
1950s. Performances Nov. 29 at 7 
p.m., Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 at 7:30 
p.m., and Dec. 2 at 2 p.m. in the 
Music Building, $5. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH 
At The Rendezvous, 78 Third 
Street, Turners Falls: Th. Novel, 
and Moor.. Eya, 9 p.m., $5 cover. 
http://myspace.com/novelspace 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mofh.,,T"rila 
. Soul Rock, 9 to 11 p.m., no cover. 

Healing Environment Concert 
Series, Franklin Medical Center last 
Friday each month, in the main 
lobby. Jerry Noble and Bob 
Sparkman, jazz duo. The Northside 
Saxophone Quartet in a holiday 
concert, Friday, December 21st. 

Concert performance by American 
String Quartet, Sweeney Concert 
Hall, Smith College, 8 p.m. At the 
door, tickets $32 for adults and $10, 
children/undergraduate students. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
NOV. 30TH & DEC.1ST 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls -
Truffaut's FAHRENHEIT 451 

Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers, per
formance by Ashfield Community 
Theater, Ashfield Town Hall, 
Ashfield. 7:30 p.m. Directed & pro
duced by Elisa A. Martin, starring: 
Alexander Bianchi, George Funk, 
Dolores Griel, Jerri Higgins, Galen 
Knowles, Rona Leventhal, and Jim 
Lobley. Continues December 1, 7, 
& 8 at 7:30 p.m. plus a matinee on 

Sunday, December 
9 at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $12 (only $6 
opening night and at 
the matinee!) 
Reserve tickets at 
(413) 628-4574 or 
www.acth.org 

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 1ST 
Deja Brew, Wendell: 
~-jazz, 9to 
11 p.m. No cover. 

Library, Amherst, Broadside 
Books, Northampton, the 
World Eye Bookshop, 
Greenfield. 665-3206 or 
www.welcomeyu/e.org 

Taking Control of Change, 
Embracing Simplicity. New 
England Gathering of War 
Tax Resisters & Supporters. 
Woolman Hill Conference 
Center, Deerfield. Info and 
registration (802) 257-5725 
or andbefree@yahoo.com 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 
11TH 

ONGOING 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Turners Falls on dis
play: Michael Yamashita's Great 
Wall of China & The Silk Road. On 
display through December 16th. 

_'vfemonal Hall n,eater 

mrn□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

Nov. 30th & Dec. 1st 7:30 p.m. 
I' Ati~l:lillilttDT ~ 1 

Based on the Ray Bradbury novel. The 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association's 
2007 Big Read co-sponsors this harrowing 
story of a futuristic world where firemen 
start fires - with books. Discussion by 
PVMA's Big Read Project after the movie on 
Friday night 1966. 112 min. NR. Color. 

llusic before movie 7 p.m. Friday: Eoo Orum Corps 
Ensemble Saturday: Abdul Saki & Family. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

~~~!~: Rt. 63 Roadhouse, 
Millers Falls: Loose 
Change-Rock 
Covers, come 
dance! 9:30 p.m. 

Winter Solstice storytellers & performers this year include 
Tim Van Egmond, John Porcino, Rona Leventhal, Rochelle 
Wildfong, Katie Green, Rebekka Tippens, David Arfa, Rob 

Montague Reporler Holiday 
Party at The Night Kitchen. 
Celebrate 5 years as the 
voice of the villages. 5 to 7 
p.m. Sliding scale donation 
$10 to $1,000! Free hors 
d'oeuvres, cash bar. 

$ GREENFIELD 

413-77 4-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Wed , Nov. 30th - Thurs, Dec. 6th 
Con!act Famous Bill's for Dimler & Movie Deal Peck, Davis Bates, Otha Day and Joe Kurland on Saturday, 

December 15th at 7 p.m. at the Roundhouse, Colrain. The 
& performers invite folks to join with them in this community 

fund raiser, bringing desserts or other snacks to share and 
a thought or two on what it means to hold onto the Light. 

SATURDAY 
SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 1ST & 

2ND 

1. l\fR. MAGORIUM'S 
WONDER EMPORIUM G 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 

Wendell Holiday 
Fair, Wendell Town Hall. Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

Arts & Icicles, Turners Falls arts 
and eats. The Discovery Center 
open both days. Steve Winters 
gives a geology walking tour 1 p.m. 
www.turnersfallsriverculture.org 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Adam 
'Be,,ge,-on - classical piano, 7 to 9 
p.m., no cover 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, Karl Rauseh, solo 
guitar, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

At The Rendezvous, 78 Third 
Street, Turners Falls: Ghost 
Quartet, progressive electric jazz 
trio with guest (ghost) vocalists, 
trumpeter and other soloists, 8 
p.m., no cover. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 
Reel World documentary film: The 
/ronwa/1, Palestinian filmmaker 
Mohammed Alatar show Israeli set
tlements in the Palestinian land
scape. 52 minutes (2006) 7 p.m. 
Held at the Arms Library, Shelburne 
Falls. Info. 625-9959. 

See calendar listing for more info. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 
At The Rendezvous, 78 Third 
Street, Turners Falls: Robert and 
Glenda Holmes Lounge Duo 
Former Til Tuesday member Robert 
and wife Glenda interpret tunes 
from the 60s to the 80s, everything 
from Bill Withers to Ozzy Osborne 
and back. 5:30 p.m., free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: K.Uianna -
Acoustic Rock, 8 -10 .p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 
Moonlight & Morning Star at 
Smokin' Hippo Restaurant, Erving. 
(413) 423-3220, www.thesmokin
hippo.com, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Rescue Lola - rock & roll covers, 
come dance! 9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 7TH & 8TH 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls -
Off The Map, a beautifully made 
and touching tale about the joys 
and sorrows of living a life full and 
free. Directed by Campbell Scott. 
2003, PG 13.108 min. Screenwriter 
and Berkshires resident Joan 
Ackerman will be our guest to dis
cuss the film on Saturday night. 
7:30 p.m., music before the movie 
at 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 14TH 
Great Falls 2nd Friday 

Coffeehouse: Musician/composer 
Michael Nix celebrates the release 
of his CD Batton Cove in the his
toric Great Hall of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. Nix performs on 
the seven string Banjar, an instru
ment he designed which combines 
elements of the five string banjo 
and classical guitar. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 
The 25th annual Winter Solstice 
Celebration at The Roundhouse, 

MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. ENCIIAJ'ITED PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 in DTS sound 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. Ai'1ERICAN GANGSTER R 
DAILY 6:00 9:00 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN, 12:00 3:00 
4. BEE MOVIE PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. FRED CLAUS PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6.HITMAN R 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 in DTS sound 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. BEOWOLF PG13 inDTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATFRI,SAT,SUN 12:30 3:30 

Colrain. Storytelling, music, jug- ~::i.~':~~::~~::i':'.:~:i::,:,; 
gling, and a Mummers play, with ~ 
refreshments to pass the longest I 
night of the year and welcome back ; ',j 
the light. Benefit for The Food Bank l!l !I 
of Western Massachusetts and I • 1 
Oxfam America, suggested dona- ~ Draft~ 
tions $10/ adults and $26/ family of I Beer 
four and $3/ each additional child. 7 l1l Fine Wine 

Ill $PH !HI CHIii 
MONDAYS -Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p.m. 

THURS -Drop-in, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 - 8 p.m. 

Pru (except some trips), open to local 
funs. Some require permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titird Street, 1hmers Falls, 01376 

[iJ I Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

I Friday 11/30 i Soul/Rock Mo+he,, T ",11. 
~ Saturday 12/1 i Jazz O,~ 
~ Friday 12/7 
i Reggae Cir&&n lh,mb 'Bl"o~ 
~ Saturday 12/8 
i Folk Rock ~ic.hal"d~& G,O'JJ) 
~ Music 9 - 11 p.m. Weekends I NO COVER ANY NIGHT! 

~ 978-544-BREW 
~ 5 7 A Lockes Village Road 

Next to the Wendell Country Stc,re 
~ 

Upcoming at the Discoverv Center 
Winter hours open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday & Saturday and by special arrangement. 

THROUGH DECEMBER 15TH high school. The program incorpo- gram. Artist Annie Chappell leads scouting trip for local birds. 
View the Junior Duck Stamp artwork rates scientific and wildlife manage- this workshop. Participants draw Handouts, field guides, and binocu-
from Massachusetts students ment principles into a visual arts cur- from exhibits looking at form and lars will be available to borrow. 
grades K - 12. The Federal Junior riculum with participants completing function of birds to better understand Living Like an Animal - 'become' a 
Duck Stamp Conservation and a JDS design as their visual "term how to portray them. Registration is bat, a bird and a fox. 10:30 - 11 :30 
Design Program (JDS) is a dynamic papers". limited to eight. Program 9 - 11 a.m. a.m. We will use our senses to expe-
arts curriculum that teaches wet- SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15TH rience life on the wild side. This pro-
lands and waterfowl conservation to Junior Duck Stamp Workshop Beginning Birding, 9 - 10 a.m. Join gram is for elementary age students 
students in kindergarten through Conservation through the Arts pro- Refuge staff on this early morning and their caregivers. 

Great Falls Disc.overy Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls (413) 863-3221 www.greatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

tTi•l1!ifJ:llf 
,....\)- St#ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COtOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~ (!Wi 916' A-•~ 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• (~ay/S~n@S~wi~~r® 
• !FoW®oy 

• lnllil9 A~ Drawull1l@$ ©11111d 

Pai111J1ro1111g$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAl-w. SrREEr • TURNERS fAlLS, MA 01376 

About Town TUI 
Serving All of 

Franklin County 

(413) 774-4000 

Bank Row 
Greenfield 
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Lyme Disease An Emerging Epidemic 
BY EMILY MAIELLA fall of their second year. The 
MONTAGUE CENTER - female adult Jxodes scapularis is 
Western Massachusetts used to be black, somewhat shiny and has 
somewhat of a safe haven from some red or orange near the 
the deer tick, and all the devasta- mouth. Females are larger than 
tion it causes, but that is no longer males. They feed and mate on 
the case. Many people in this large animals in the fall or early 
cormnunity have been stricken by spring. The female then lays her 
Lyme disease in recent years, eggs in a pile of leaves (usually 
often after going misdiagnosed about 3,000 eggs), and dies. If the 
with other serious neurological ticks did not get a blood meal in 
and musculoskeletal disorders. the fall, they go dormant over 

While it is tme that Lyme dis- winter and seek a meal in the 
ease is an emerging epidemic, it is spring. A frost does not 
not a new disease. The history of kill deer ticks. Adult male 
Lyme disease dates back farther ticks do attach, but do not 
than the often told story of the feed or become engorged, there-
197 5 Lyme, CT outbreak. In that fore they do not transmit disease. 
outbreak, a significant number of How long it takes a tick to 
children (and adults) in co1mnu- transmit disease after it has 
nities located in close proximity attached is debatable. The Center 
to Lyme, CT, were fotmd to have for Disease Control states a tick 
a tmique form of inflammato1y must be attached for 24 to 48 
juvenile arthritis, 100 times the hours before it can transmit Lyme 
national average. disease. Other reputable sources 

However, 1975 was not the such as the International Lyme 
first time this tick-bom disease and Associated Disease Society 
was isolated. The earliest believe it may only take four 
accmmts of the disease in the hours for an attached tick to trans
medical literattu·e date back to the mit disease. Deer ticks are 
1880s, though it is unlikely that responsible for at least five differ
htunans were being infected at ent known diseases in hmnans in 
that time. Dming the 1940s, peo- the U.S., including Lyme disease, 
ple were visiting their farnily doc- Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 
tors with signs of this 1880s tick- babesiosis, anaplasmosis and 
home disease, illnesses that usu- ehrlichiosis. If Lyme disease is 
ally staited with a 1ing-like rash left tmtreated, it may spread 
which then developed into a throughout the body, causing 
multi-system illness. In 1982, the what some physicians refer to as 
spirochete (a spiral-shaped bacte- "Chronic Disseminated Lyme 
ria) was identified in LY.odes Disease." This can be very debil
scapularis (the deer tick) and itating, especially if complicated 
given the name Bo11"elia burgdor- by a co-infection, or another of 
Jeri after the scientist who discov- the tick-borne diseases mentioned 
ered that this bacteria was the above. 
probable cause of Lyme disease. Lyme disease is becoming 

The Life Cycle of the Deer Tl.ck 
The life cycle of a deer tick 

lasts for two years, dtuing which 
time it has three blood meals, or 
three oppo1ttmities to become 
infected, and to transmit tick 
borne infection to its hosts. After 
deer tick eggs mattu-e, they devel
op into larvae, then nymphs, and 
finally into adults. 

Adult ticks are active in the 

known as the "Great Imitator," 
mimicking many neurological 
diseases such as multiple sclero
sis, ALS, chronic fatigue, 
fibromyalgia and other strange 
and non-specific musculoskeletal 
and neurological diseases. It is 
rare that Lyme disease presents 
the same symptoms in all individ
uals, though some common early 
warning signs may include 
headaches, chills, rash, fatigue, 

fever, muscle pain and joint 
aches. Kids generally present 
more acute symptoms, with a sin
gle large joint pain (such as a 
knee), while adults tend to pres
ent more generalized, flu-like 
symptoms. Many people never 
remember pulling off a tick, and 
never see the characteristic bulls
eye rash (as few as 30% of people 
have the typical rash). 

Why are we seeing more deer 
ticks in the western and colder 
parts of Massachusetts, as well as 
the rest of the country? 

More than 90% of the repo1ted 
cases of tick-borne illness are 
from the Northeastern and North
central US. The mid-Atlantic 
region repo1ted the most cases, 
followed by New England. Most 
cases come from Pennsylvania, 
followed by upstate New York, 
New Jersey, Massachusetts, and 
finally Connecticut. 

Wild animals are the main car
riers of the disease. In addition to 
the deer, experts now believe that 
there are 100 species of migrating 
birds, as well as chiprmmks, 
foxes, hedgehogs, rabbits, sheep, 
voles and white-footed mouse 
that contribute to the geographic 
spread of Lyme disease. 

A second factor in the wider 
geographical spread of deer ticks 
is global warming. Warmer cli
mates, later frosts and less snow
fall enable ticks to stuvive and 
reproduce over a larger tenitory. 

Humans have impacted the 
spread of Lyme disease in other 
ways as well. When No1th 
America was colonized, old 
growth forests were cleared and 
have been replaced by ymmger 

forests, characterized by bmshy 
tmdergrowth. Larger and older 
forests provided optimal habitat 
for large predators such as 
wolves, who helped to keep the 
deer population down. New 
growth forests common now 
throughout the northeast have 
very few predator animals, as 
well as a safer brushy habitat for 
smaller animals such as mice, 
which carry Lyme disease. 

As houses replace 
forests, mice and birds 

live closer to htunans, and 
become prime disease vec

tors. 
Where do we find deer 

ticks? 
Deer ticks live in wooded, 

brushy areas, as well as rock 
walls and woodpiles. This habitat 
provides shelter and the hmnidity 
ticks need to stuvive. Exposure to 
ticks may be greatest in the 
woods, especially along trails, 
and the fiinge area between the 
woods and border. Bushes act like 
tick elevators, as deer ticks search 
for hosts from the tips of grasses 
and shrnbs, not from trees. 
Generally, ticks attach to a person 
or animal near ground level. Deer 
ticks crawl; they do not jump or 
fly. They grab onto people or ani
mals that bmsh against vegetation 
they are sitting on, and crawl 
upward. 

Lyme disease has now reached 
endemic status in Western Mass. 
People have reported being bitten 
by deer ticks not only in local 
woods, but also at Puffers Pond, 
the Amherst common and even in 
their own backyards. 

What can be done to control 
tick populations and prevent 
Lyme disease? 

You can take measures to 
reduce the number of ticks 
around your home. In general, 
drier conditions mean fewer deer 
ticks. Keep lawns mowed, bmsh 
trimmed, and leaflitter, wood and 
rock piles away from yotu· home. 
Tuck your pant legs into yom· 
socks and wear light colored 
clothing to allow for easier identi-

fication of ticks. Check yourself 
and then check yourself again. 
Check every time you come in 
from the outdoors. Don't forget 
those harder to see places, as ticks 
love the groin area. 

Treatment/or Lyme disease: 
The key to successfully treat

ing Lyme disease is immediate 
treatment. Remember that tradi
tional testing for Lyme is ve1y 
poor, with many false negatives. 
The CDC states that Lyme dis
ease is a clinical diagnosis, there
fore a negative ELISA and 
Western blot does not mle out dis
ease. If you have had a tick bite, 
with or without the typical bulls
eye rash, you should iimnediately 
seek the advice of a Lyme literate 
physician, as you could have 
Lyme disease. Even if you do not 
remember pulling a tick off (as 
many as 50% of infected people 
do not), and you are experiencing 
some symptoms mentioned 
above, seek advice. 

Antibiotics are absolutely the 
most effective treatment for early 
Lyme disease. For late stage, 
chronic Lyme disease, many 
patients require a prolonged 
course (months to years) and high 
doses of antibiotics, sometimes 
intravenously. Though many peo
ple feel well when on antibiotics, 
they may relapse as soon as they 
discontinue the medication. This 
is not a sustainable treatment, as 
bacteria may become dmg resist
ant, not to mention the harsh and 
sometimes intolerable side effects 
of antibiotics. Thankfolly, there 
are many wonder-fol natural med
icines emerging in the research as 
potential anti-spirochetal agents. 

For example, the invasive 
species Po"ygonum cuspidatum, 
or Japanese knotweed, may be 
pait of an effective treatment for 
Lyme disease. Wouldn't that be a 
wonderful exainple of how nattu·e 
provides humans with exactly 
what we need.? 

Emily Maiella is a naturopath
ic doctor with a practice in 
Montague Center. 
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