
DYLAN AT MULLINS CENTER 

Page 20 

LAKE PLEASANT MILLERS FALLS MONTAGUE CENTER MONTAGUE CITY TURNERS FALLS 

e ontape l\eporter 
also serving rfrving, ~ill, illeverfit anh Wen.bell 7 5¢ YEAR9-NO. 9 

REPORTER@MONTAGUEMA.NET THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES NOVEMBER 24, 2010 

Housing the Homeless 
in Western Mass 
BY MARC ODATO 
SHELBURNE FALLS 
Western Massachusetts author 
and social worker Jay Levy has 
been pivotal in developing a new 
and effective method to help the 
homeless - a method that 
includes putting individuals into 
pe1manent housing before 
addressing other serious issues 
they might face. 

"Year after year, there are 
people going into and out of 
shelters, and that approach does 
not work," said Levy during a 
discussion at Boswell's Books 
on Thursday night, November 
18th. 

A perennial issue during the 
cold holiday season, homeless­
ness in Franklin County was 
recently highlighted during the 
town of Greenfield's efforts to 
deal with tent residents in the so­
called "Jungle" along its railroad 
tracks. Earlier this month, Mayor 
William Ma1tin announced the 
Jungle had been cleared and all 
its residents successfully housed. 

Ryan and Sarah Voiland at the new home of Red Fire Farm, on Meadow Road in A1ontague 

Western Massachusetts has, 
on a given night, about 500 peo­
ple in shelters or out on the 

see HOMELESS page 13 

BY ELIZABETH CARTER Few people see the effects of gage. When inflation in real nity. This is where market volatil­
MONTAGUE CENTER - If volatility in real estate values as estate markets outpaces the infla- ity, which we've witnessed 
farmers in our area can't afford to directly as farmers do. In order tion rate for commodities such as sharply in the past decade, comes 
grow food, our food security - for a fa1m to be profitable, a par- food, it can become economical- to haunt the rest of us. 
our long term ability to feed our- eel of land must be able to pro- ly unfeasible to be in the essential Ryan and Sarah Voiland of 
selves - is compromised. duce enough crop to pay its m01t- business of feeding your commu- Red Fire Faim have built a thriv-

Cheese is Just the Beginning of the Gill Menu 

Upinngil's Clijford Hatch (right) and Sorrel Hatch (center) chat with friends and farmers 
at the Gill Cheese Night, Fridl!)\ at the Congregational Church 

BY STEVE DAMON ebrated its second annual ly-baked French bread, 
GILL - As the vegetables Cheese Night at Gill while NMH School Fa1m 
are harvested and the field Congregational Church. donated fa1m-pressed 
machine1y oiled and put Two of the town's cheese apple cider. 
away for the winter, the producers - Upinngil and While the big people 
Gill agricultural commis- NMH School Fa1m - stood around talking about 
sion believes the time is brought their wares for curds, cultures, whey, lac­
ripe to enjoy other agricul- over 60 people to sample, tation cycles, and what 
tural goods from our beau- discuss, and purchase. To drinks to serve with which 
tiful town. complement the abun- cheese; six-year-old Toby 

On Friday, November dance of dairy delicacies, Sol simply sat eating all 
19th, the commission eel- Gill Tavern donated fresh- see CHEESE page 8 

see FARM pg 7 

Zoning Board Rules Against Gravel Pit Expansion on Route 63 

Richard Roberts' gravel pit on Route 63, with Roberta Bryant's land in the background 

BY DAVID DETMOLD the gravel pit being a B1yai1t had leased com­
LEVERETT - The zon- 'grandfathered use'. mercial gravel rights on 
ing board of appeals B1yant argued that parts five acres of her land to 
turned down a request by of the prope1ty have been Robe1ts and his pa1tner Ed 
Robe1ta Bryant of 470 the site of gravel mining Stone, even though Bryant 
Long Plain Road (Route for decades, but the board has kept that land in 
63), and Richard Roberts mled the increase in area Chapter 61-B protection 
of31 Hemenway Road for of proposed gravel mining as recreational open space 
a special permit to expand would not qualify as a for more than a decade. 
the gravel mining opera- grandfathered use. While the land remains 
tionatthatlocationbyfive County building under Chapter 61-B, 
acres. inspector Jim Hawkins Leverett grants B1yant a 

In a subsequent deci- had placed a stop work tax deduction, taxing her 
sion, the board denied a order on gravel mining open space acreage at just 
request to remove a stop operations at 470 Long 25% of its assessed value. 
work order on the gravel Plain Road in July, when A condition of that agree­
mining operation due to the town determined that see ZONING pg 14 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Love To Be Yours 

MONTAGUE UBRARY NEWS 
Library Holiday Closln~s 

The Carnegie Libra1y in 
Turners Falls will be close at 
5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 24th. It will reopen 
on Monday, November 29th. 
The Millers Falls Library will be 

closed on Thanksgiving Day. 
The Montague Center Library 
will close at 5 :00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 24th. 
For more info1mation, call the 
Carnegie Library at 863-3214. 

LEVERITT UBRARY NEWS 

Pastel Palntln~ Presentation, Historic Map Display 

Dusty 

The Friends of the Leverett 
Library author and artist series 
continues when local aitist Chris 
Nelson will give a talk at the 
Leverett Libra1y on Wednesday, 

My name is Dusty and I'm a December 8th, at 7:30 p.m. 
one-year-old domestic short hair exploring the use of pastels as a 
cat in need of a good home. I'm medium, and the life experi­
a big beautiful all black guy, ences that compel an artist to 
with golden eyes and the softest create. Nelson and Elsje 
fur. I can really use some love Shutevant from the Leverett 
and tenderness, and a home Crafts and.Alt Center will exhib­
where I'll be adored. When I it pastel paintings at the libra1y 
came here to the shelter I had through the months of 
some ear problems; the wonder- November and December. The 
ful Dakin doc is treating me for two artists share a sh1dio at the 
that now, and I hope to have a a1t center, both paint in pastels. 
furore with no more itchy ears Nelson's work focuses on ani­
before too long. Ask my friends mals, while Shutevant's work 
here, they'll fill you in. All I can depicts her native Holland land­
say is: I am a really good boy, scapes. 
and I'd really love to be yours. The Leverett Libra1y has 
To find out more about adopting received a set of historical town 
me, please contact the Dakin maps and county maps, which 

may be seen dming our open 
hours. The 1830, 1858, and 
1871 maps, in pa1ticular, appear 
to show eve1y road in Leverett. 
The collection includes full 
color prints of the 1794 and 
1830 maps from the 
Massachusetts Archives. 

The maps will be useful for 
people interested in dating their 
houses, for genealogists, and for 
those interested in the locations 
of old roads. 

The maps were collected and 
issued by David Allen, a map 
researcher who owns the on-line 
business www.old-maps.com 
and a land smveying business in 
Greenfield. Research and print­
ing was done with the assistance 
of a grant from the Leverett 
Culhu·al Council, a town agency 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Culhual Council. 

November 24, 2010 

Wendell Auction Nets a Grand; 
a Grand Time was had by All 

On Saturday, November 22nd, auctioneer Ted uwis kept the bidders 
laughing as the town auctioned off random equipment at the highwqy 

garage, including a diesel generator, a nonfunctional truck and chassis 
and a plastic crate of household knives. The town earned $1222. 

1.'.Jltstoric '.Briage jacts I 
PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD • from the Gill-Montague Bridge 
dedication booklet, published for the ribbon cutting ceremonies that took place on 
Saturday, September 10th, 1938. 

Concrete used, by volume -
8,980 cubic yards. 
Weight of blacktop used for 

the roadbed - 1,100,000 
pounds. 

More bridge fads next week! 

Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at 413-548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

Shhhh! Genealogists at Play Breakfast with 
Santa to Benefit 

TFHS Class of 2011 
Great Falls Middle School 

Stadents ot the week 
Grade 6 

Jemma Dickson 
Grade 7 

Jacob Clark 
Coby Dobias 

Grade 8 
Sara Bradley 

NANCY L. DOLE 
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2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
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reseive the right to refuse advertis­
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
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Local Subscription Rates: 
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BY SARA CAMPBELL 
TURNERS FALLS - In an 
ongoing project to make local 
records more accessible to the 
researching public, a group got 
together at the Carnegie Libra1y 
on Monday night to upload 
images of the burials at the East 
Mineral Road cemetery in 
Millers Falls to findagrave.com. 
Wueless internet at the libra1y 
made sharing the task easy, as 
Pat Allen, Shari Strahan, Tina 
Peters, Phil Johnson, and 
Bevlyn Gallant attached the 
photos to the data compiled by 
the Montague cemetery com­
Inission ten years ago. More 
cemeteries will be added from 
Montague, Eiving, and Leverett 

as the data which was collected 
in the past is organized and 
attached to the photos. 
To get involved in this effo1t, 
contact rememberingances­
tors@yahoo.com. 

The next 

All are welcome to come and 
share their questions or their 
enthusiasm for local histo1y. 
Info1mation is posted at geneal­
ogygathering.blogspot.com. 

meeting of the 
Carnegie 
L i b r a r y 
Genealogy 
Gathering will 
take place on 
Wednesday, 
December 8th at 
6 p.m. at the 
libra1y, on 
Avenue A and 
7th Street in 
Turners Falls. 

Pat Allen (clockwise from left), Shari Strahan, 
Phil Johnson, Bevlyn Gallant, and Tina Peters 

gathered to upload burial images at the Carnegie 
Library at Monday night's genealogy gathering. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - November 29th • December 3rd 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through Friday 
at Noon. Meal rese1vations must 
be made a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. The Meal Site 
Manager is Keny Togneri. All 
fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. 
Volunta1y donations are accept­
ed. Council on Aging director is 
Roberta Potter. Annual 
Holiday Lunch at the Tech 
School is Tuesday, December 
7th. Tickets are on sale at the 
Senior Center. For more infor­
mation, to make meal rese1va­
tions, or to sign up for programs 
call (413) 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. 

Monday, November 29th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 

Tuesday, November 30th 
9:00 am. Walking Group 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
12:00 pm. Lunch 
1:00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, December 1st 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:00 pm. Lunch 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, December 2nd 
10:30 a.m. - noon Brown Bag 
12:00 pm. Lunch 
No Tai Chi 
Fliday, December 3rd 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and rese1vations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3308. 
Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 

11 :30 am., with rese1vations 24 
hours in advance. Transporta­
tion can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 
Please call the Senior Center at 
( 413) 423-3308 to find out when 
the next flu clinic will be held. 
Monday, November 29th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, November 30th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, December 1st 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, December 2nd 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
FI·iday, December 3rd 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - Call the 
center for details 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 978-
544-6760 for hours and upcom­
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

Come enjoy breakfast with 
Santa on Sunday, November 
28th, at the Montague Elks 
Lodge. Pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, sausage and hot and cold 
beverages will be se1ved. 

Breakfast is from 7:00 a.m. to 
11 :30 am. Adults $6 and kids 10 
and under $3. 

Tickets sold in advance and at 
the door. 

There will be a multi-raffle. 
The proceed from this event 

benefits the Tmners Falls High 
School Class of 2011. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 



COMPILED BY DON CLEGG 
Come meet local student a1tists 
on Saturday, December 4th, 
from 1 :00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at an 
open reception for the winners 
of the Massachusetts 2010 
Junior Duck Stamp (JDS) 
competition held in the Great 
Hall of the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, 2 Avenue A, 
in Turners Falls. 

5 Main Street; and 
~ the Trinitarian at 
3 14 7 Main Street. 
~ 
5 The Second 
! Street Baking 
1S Company has 
ij been a busy place 

this week. Pre­
ordering for the holiday closed 
on November 20th and bake1y 
personnel were scrambling all 
week to fill more than 300 
orders - most with more than 
one item. Just two years ago the 
bake1y had only 60 
Thanksgiving orders. 

Pies are a top seller with 250 
ordered, as well as sweet breads, 
dinner rolls and much more. The 
kitchen is cooking to capacity, 
filling the bread racks, pie and 
past:Iy shelves in addition to all 
the preorders. According to co­
owner Laura Pukhalski, by 
Wednesday aftemoon the place 
will be sold out. 
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Swift River School Earns Green Repair Funding 

JOSH HEINEMANN PHOTO 

WENDELL- NEW SALEM -
Representative Steve Kulik (D­
Worthington) announced this 
week that energy saving renova­
tions and repairs planned for the 
Swift River School will be in 

S1vijt River School 

• .. .. 

building repairs." 

The Junior Duck Stamp 
Program was launched in 1991 
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service with the aim of increas­
ing young people's awareness of 
the importance of preserving 
wetland habitats and the delights 
of wildlife. In 1992, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service print­
ed the first ever Junior Duck 
Stamp with the funds going 
towards scholarships and educa­
tional grants. 

Second Street will be closed line for substantial reimburse-

port of the proposal. By helping 
to underwrite needed work on 
the roof and heating system, the 
program will extend the useful 
life of the building and save tax 
dollars in the long run. The 
Green Schools Program is an 
excellent use of scarce public 
ftmds." 

Union 28 Superintendent 
Joan Wickman was enthusiastic 
about the prospect of technical 
assistance and reimbursement 
from the state. "These are badly 
needed repairs. The roof has 
been leaking and the boiler is 
old, but I doubt the towns would 
undertake the work at this time 
without substantial state sup­
po1t. One of the next steps is to 
provide our towns with as much 
information as possible to 
enable voters to make info1med 
decisions at special town meet­
ings," which are expected once 
cost estimates are in hand. 

for a well-dese1ved four day 
weekend and retum to a closed 
shop Monday to sta1t the baking 
to refill the shelves. They'll be 
back in action on Tuesday mom­
ing for business as usual. 

Are you traveling for the 
holidays, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas or New Years? Then 
bring along a copy of the 

On street parking is banned 
from Montague streets starting 
December 1st, from 1 am. to 5 
am., through April 1st, to facili­
tate the work of sanding and 
plowing through the winter. 

of Montague Reporter and have 
someone snap a picture of you, 
family, or friends holding up the 
paper in front of a recognizable 
landscape or landmark building. 
When you return home, submit 
that photo along with info1ma­
tion about who is in the picture 
and who took the photo. 

Three Churches 
Northfield Christmas Fairs 
will be held Saturday, December 
4th, sta1ting at 9:00 a.m. The 
three beautiful churches located 
along Main Street in Northfield 
hold their Christmas fairs simul-
taneously. Each has different 
features - roving minstrels, 
Santa and his helpers, crafters, 
white elephant tables, Christmas 
wreaths, luncheon, bake sales 
and much more. Participating 
churches are the Unitarian, at 72 
Main Street; St. Patrick's at 80 

You just might find yourself 
on page 2 of the paper under 
Faces and Places. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@Jnontague-ma.net 

ment from the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority, after 
a recent MSBA vote to include 
the work in the state's "Green 
Repair Program." 

More than 65% of the cost of 
a new fumace as well as roof 
and skylight repairs at the ele­
menta1y school could be cov­
ered by the state. Town meetings 
in Wendell and New Salem 
would have to approve the local 
po1tion of the cost before the 
work is undertaken. 

"The Green Schools Program 
is a critical initiative of the 
MSBA, and will enable Wendell 
and New Salem to make the 
Swift River School more energy 
efficient, less expensive to 
maintain, and a more comfo1t­
able leaming environment for its 
students," said Kulik. "I am 
grateful to the MSBA for its 
timely review and overall sup-

Swift River School principal 
Sheila Hunter said, "At Swift 
River School, we work hard to 
be energy efficient, and replac­
ing our roof and 35-year-old 
boiler would be a major boost to 
our efforts. I think this is an 
amazing opporhmity for dis­
tricts like ours that need major 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Brings Needed Funds for Senior Center 

BY JOHN FURBISH 
TURNERS FALLS - This past 
Sahll'day feahll'ed the annual 
Christmas Bazaar at the Gill­
Montague senior center. The 
Friends of the Meal Site group 
produces this annual event, their 
prima1y fundraiser. 

$3,000 toward the purchase of a 
replacement commercial range. 

Also, the Friends purchase 
cards and postage to keep in 
touch with and support local 
seniors in times of need. Every 
year, the Friends cont:I·ibute 
$300 for the Meals on Wheels 
program of the Franklin County 
Home Care Corporation. 

Upcoming University Without Walls Information Session 

The senior center, at 62 Fifth 
Street, is a Commonwealth meal 
site for hot meals (available with 
a minimum $2.00 donation) 
se1ved to seniors on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

This year, 15 volunteers gath­
ered holiday items donated by 
generous local residents, and 
arranged them for sale at the 
bazaar in the senior center. This 
year, about $1,650 was collected 
from sales, reported Allan Adie, 
n·easurer of the Friends group. 

The UMass University 
Without Walls program is a 
bachelors degJee completion 
program in which students 
design their own degree - inte­
grating previous academic cred­
it, using background and inter­
ests that reflect their creative 
and interdisciplina1y connec-

tions, allowing them to eam 
UMass credit for experience 
gained from life, work, and 
training experiences. 

Leam more at an upcoming 
information session at 
Greenfield Community College 
on Monday, December 6th at 
5:30 p.m. or at the University 

Without Walls Mass Venhll'e 
Center in Hadley on Sahll'day, 
December 18th at 10:00 a.m. 

If you have any questions, 
visit www.umass.edu/uww or 
contact Robin Coolbeth at (413) 
545-1378 or by email at 
uww@uww.umass.edu. 

The Friends of the Meal Site 
group uses much of the money it 
collects from the bazaar to cover 
tmexpected expenses at the sen­
ior center. For example, recent­
ly the stove in the kitchen gave 
out, and the Friends contributed 

Adie said, "This year's 
bazaar was a great success." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 
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Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 
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Mike Fuller, Owner 

Good Dirt F otter9 
Studio ~ 
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Be Thankful for 
Family and Friends 

BY MARVIN SHEDD 
BERNARDSTON - Fall has 
always been my favorite time of 
year. Never a fan of summer 
heat, I prefer the cooler air that 
late September brings. Each year 
I welcome the turning of the 
leaves and the flight of geese on 
their migrato1y path. 

The cooler air po1tends the 
advent of the holiday season, 
which I greet with mixed emo­
tions. While decrying the ove1t 
commercialism that accompa­
nies the modem holiday season, 
I do enjoy, and look forward to, 
time spent with family and 
friends. 

This Thanksgiving finds our 
countiy in difficult times. With 
unce1tainty in the money mar­
kets and many unable to find 
work, there is a sense of despair 
that has not been seen in a gener­
ation. The change in the balance 
of power in Congress, touted by 
many as the answer to the prob­
lem, leaves many of us wonder­
ing if we will see anything but 
gridlock in Washington. It is fair­
ly ce1tain the middle class will 
see little, if any, benefit from 
what Congress does. 

That we still have young men 
and women in haim's way on 
two war fronts will ce1tainly 
make the holidays bleaker for 
many. 

My own family has been 
touched by the devastating eco­
nomic conditions that have 
unfolded over the past two years. 

At the onset of the financial cri­
sis I lost my job. When the new 
owners of Rugg Lumber opted 
to close the Greenfield store, I 
became unemployed for the first 
time in my life. As I looked for 
work, a series of rejections and 
dashed hopes sent me into a deep 
spiral. The loss of my job seri­
ously eroded my self confidence 
and left me wondering where I'd 
gone wrong. 

In the end, I was lucky; I 
found a new job relatively quick­
ly, unlike the millions in our 
cotmtly who are still searching 
for work. 

Each of us has demons we 
wrestle with and hard times to 
overcome, yet most ofus can list 
many good things in our lives. 
For me, there are many things 
that I am thankfol for. I live on 
land that has been in my family 
for over 150 years. I enjoy the 
pursuit of creativity as an actor 
in community theater and a 
musician in the Fall Town Suing 
Band. I am most thankful for the 
love and support of my family 
and friends. I have a small but 
loyal cadre of close friends who 
continually encourage me to be 
who I am. I have two sons who 
are becoming fine ymmg men 
and a loving wife who has been 
by my side for 26 years. 

Yes, even in dai·k times, there 
is much to be thankfol for. May 
each of us find time to reflect on 
the good things in our lives this 
Thanksgiving. 

The First Thanksgiving 
BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER - It's 
been 319 yeai·s since the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth who had survived 
their first yeai· in this New World, 
feasted on its autumn botmty, and 
invited their Indian neighbors. 
On the last Thursday in 

We Welcome Your 
Leffers! 

;fffilontaguc 1'.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

November, we remember this as 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Thanksgiving was designated 
a national holiday by Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863, in the midst of 
the Civil War. Previously, it had 
been a fall festival holiday of old 
New England, probably original­
ly held in October. 

William Bradford, governor 
of the Plymouth Colony, kept a 
jownal of the Pilgrims' venture 
to the New World. Historian 
Samuel Eliot Morison edited 
Governor Bradford's Of 
Plymouth Plantation, and he 
offers the following of the fall 
haivest of 1621: 

see PILGRIMS pg 5 

~-------liinJfiO;r-------, 
D $20 for half year subscription 
D $25 out-of-area subscribers 

11tl)ie ;ffi®ntapie l\tp®rttr 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name: ________________ _ 

Address: ______________ _ 

Town: _____ state: ____ Zip: ____ _ 

~------------------------~ 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER November 24, 2010 

Give Thanks for Small Favors 

LETTERS TohTHE EDITOR 
~:I 

Hard Work on School Budget Appreciated 
I would like to express my sin­

cere appreciation and gratitude to 
the voters and community mem­
bers of the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District for vot­
ing tmanimously to suppo1t the 
FY ' 11 operating budget on 
November 18th. This was an 
achievement many thought 
impossible, but one that was real­
ized because people of good will 
came together and fotmd a way. 

The school committee worked 
diligently to provide a fiscally 
responsible budget that was 
responsive to the fiscal realities 
of the member towns and would 
still meet the educational needs of 
the district. They also agreed to 

work in collaboration and pait­
nership with the towns, our area 
legislators, and municipal leaders 
to develop a plan for long-term 
fiscal stability for the school dis­
trict and the member towns. 
These are not insignificant 
achievements by the school com­
mittee and its paitners, and every­
one involved should be applaud­
ed for taking the necessaiy steps 
to ensure our collective effo1ts 
would be successfol. 

I would also like to publicly 
thank and recognize the invalu­
able contributions and hard work 
of the community members who 
worked with the district to devel­
op the long-te1m plan for fiscal 

sustainability - Jeff Singleton, 
Mike Naughton, and Tupper 
Brown. Without their effo1ts the 
compromise and long-te1m solu­
tion would not have been 
achieved. 

We have many fiscal and edu­
cational challenges facing us in 
the next year, as well as in the 
yeai·s ahead. It is encouraging and 
hopeful to know we will be 
attempting to face them together 
- school and community as pa1t­
ners - to benefit both the students 
and the towns. 

- Superintendent Carl Ladd 
Gill - Montague Regional 

School Dishict 

Shad for a Brighter Future 
Shad for a Brighter Future 

were at the 11th Sti·eet Bridge in 
Turners Falls on the morning of 
Monday, November 15th, brav­
ing the chilly air to protest the 
lack of action on the fish lift 
which has been proposed for ten 
yeai·s at Cabot Station. The Shad 
also protested the lack of action 
by the Connecticut River Atlantic 
Salmon Committee (which, coin­
cidentally, was meeting that same 
morning at the Silvio Conte 
Anadromous Fish Lab) to save 
the shad nm, which was up by 
1000% this year, at the same time 
the No1thfield Pumped Hydro 
Station was off line for repairs. 

How many more shad are 
going to die before someone 
requires the utilities to 
act on behalf of the shad, and not 

just their bottom line? Plus, the 
tons of silt dumped in the river by 
Northfield Pumped Hydro as it 
cleared out its clogged turbines 
can't be good for other flora and 
fauna inhabiting the Connecticut 
River we all love. 

Shad can't wait for the water 
temperature to drop once Entergy 

Nucleai· Ve1mont Yankee shuts 
down for good. 

Shad for a Brighter Future 
hope all creatures large and small 
will have a better, brighter foture 
in the Connecticut River. 

- Claire Chang 
Riverside 
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ANOTHER LETTER PLENTY TO GIVE THANKS FOR AT 0IEMAND f ARM 
Country Fair 
Thanks 
The First Congregational Church 
in Tumers Falls would like to 
thank everyone who pa1ticipated 
and contributed to the success of 
our annual Countiy Fair. 

We especially want to thank 
the following businesses for 
their generosity: Sandri Oil, 
Travel Kuz, Foster's Super 
Market, Food City, Big Y, 
Stewart's Nurse1y, Ristorante 
DiPaolo, Goodies, Four Leaf 
Clover, Dunkin Donuts, Bank of 
America, Khanna Salon, 
Tognarelli Heating, Lisa's 
Handmade Soap, Booska's 
Flooring, 2nd Street Bakery, 
Peter Kretzenger, and Tumers 
Falls Pizza. 

We hope you continue to sup­
port these great businesses. 

- Helen L. Stotz 
Turners Falls , 

A I L 

shipment of day-old turkey 
poults in March, and the last 
shipment in August. The stag­
gered delive1y times ensure a 
variety of sizes by 
Thanksgiving, and provides for 
a number of instihltional sales 
as well. About 1,000 birds were 
dressed in late summer for 
UMass, where food production 
depaitments do a lot of local 
buying. In addition, Diemand 
Frum sold about 800 pounds to 
Motmt Holyoke and made a 
couple of deliveries to Sinith 
College as well. 

PILGRIMS from 4 Anne Diemand ships turkeys out from the Wendell Post Office earlier this week -

Local retailers and restau­
rants account for about 2,000 
h1rkeys, and about 600 fainilies 
order their birds and pick them 
up at the fa1m store, which is a 
thriving business tmto itself. 
Along with the hlrkeys, cus­
tomers pick up pies, cranbeny 
relish, and shdfing. One freezer 
is filled with a great vai·iety of 
homemade soup, including 
many vegan and vegetarian 
offerings. Two more freezers 
fearure cooked dinners, ranging 
from single se1ving turkey din­
ners and hll'key pot pies to 
h1rkey-kale lasagna and shep­
herd's pie, to jambalaya and 
summer squash c.asserole, and a 
host of others. 

"They began now to gather 
in the small haivest they had 
and to fit up their houses and 
dwellings against winter, being 
all well recovered in health and 
strength and had all things in 
good plenty ... Some were exer­
cised in fishing about cod and 
bass and other fish of which 
they took good store, of which 
eve1y family had their po1tion. 
All the summer there was no 
want and now began to come in 
store of fowl as winter 
approached ... 

to customers as Jar afield as Maryland, Connecticut and Wisconsin! 

"And besides waterfowl, 
there was a great store of wild 
turkeys of which they took 
many, besides venison, etc. 
Besides, they had about a peck 
of meal a week to a person, or 
now since ha1vest, Indian com 
to that proportion... Which 
made many afte1wards write so 
largely of their plenty to their 
friends in England which were 
not feigned but t11.1e reports." 

Plymouth colonist Edward 
Winslow's letter to a friend tells 
of fun and games that accompa­
nied the feast. Their friend, 
Massassoit, the Wampanoag 
chief who had helped them 
through the staiving winter, was 
invited. He came with 90 
braves, and they brought veni­
son of five deer to the festival. 

For three days the hosts and 
their guests feasted and made 

BY ANNE HARDING 
WENDELL - There will be 
plenty of reasons to give thanks 
this year at the Diemand Egg 
Fa1m. Four thousand two hun­
dred of them, in fact. That's the 
number of turkeys the 
Diemands raised and processed 
for Thanksgiving dinner tables 
this season. 

A fainily owned fa1m since 
1936 and one of the few remain­
ing commercial producers of 
eggs in Massachusetts, the 
Diemand Egg Fa1m is in the 
Inidst of their 21st turkey sea­
son. They've come a long way 
in this niche market - raising 
over four thousand birds this 
year ranging from 8 to 43 
pounds. 

The fa1m was founded by 
Albeit and Elsie Diemand, who 
raised meat chickens tmtil the 
1960s when they transitioned to 
the egg business, which was the 
farm's mainstay tmtil the late 

meny. There were games of 
skill and chance and Captain 
Miles Standish put on a Inili­
tary review. 

It was a meeting of two dif­
ferent ways of life, but the 
pa1ty's success points out that 
the basics were the 1m,_ 
same. ~ 

1970s. The closing of the Keech 
fainily's Franklin Fa1m in Gill 
presented an oppo1tunity for the 
Diemands to venture in a new 
direction, and in 1989 they 
raised their first 500 turkeys. 

The decision to enter the 
turkey market was an exciting 
time at Diemand Farm, and 
daughters Faith and Annie visit­
ed other hrrkey fa1ms in New 
England to investigate process­
ing systems. Some of the origi­
nal equipment purchased from 
the Franklin Fa1m is still in 
operation. 

Though Albeit Diemand died 
in May, 2000 and Elsie passed 
away in June, 2007, the faim is 
still nm by fainily members, 
with the help of several pa1t­
time employees. Three of the 
couple's twelve children -
Annie, Faith and Peter - are 
full-time farmers these days, 
and four of the sisters - Mary, 
Judith, Be1tha and Elsie - keep 
their hand in pait-time or sea­
sonally. A couple of grandchil­
dren schedule their vacation 
each year to help with the 
Thanksgiving cnmch time. 

Annie Diemand remembers 
growing up raising meat chick­
ens - her grade school farm job 
was helping her mother on the 
evisceration assembly line - so 
raising hlrkeys did not seem too 

big a leap. She remembers the 
early "hrrkey years," and the 
late nights creating graph paper 
charts - manually matching the 
weight of the dressed birds to 
customer orders after a long day 
on the production line. 
Nowadays, all this work is done 
on the computer. 

"We're working smaiter, not 
hai·der," said Annie Diemand, 
pausing in the Inidst of the holi­
day msh. Improvements in the 
system have speeded the 
process and reduced the physi­
cal sti·ain on workers, in spite of 
the increased number of birds 
being handled. 

Dressing the birds starts 
about two weeks before 
Thanksgiving. There used to be 
three separate stations ( slaugh­
ter, evisceration and final pick­
ing) and the birds were literally 
can'ied from station to station. 
Averaging more than 20 
unwieldy pounds apiece, the 
birds put a tremendous toll on 
the workers. Annie Diemand 
remembers nights when back 
spasms literally kept her on her 
hands and knees. 

Today the production line 
takes place on a single long 
stainless steel table, so birds 
simply slide down the table to 
the next station. 

The fa1m receives the first 

Customers say they appreci­
ate the wholesomeness of foods 
prepared with simple nahiral 
ingredients, without additives 
and preservatives. 

The farm grows basil and 
garlic, but primarily buys from 
Laughing Dog Fa1m, Fosters, 
and Seeds of Solidarity - wher­
ever possible using local pro­
duce in their cooked food dish­
es. Annie Diemand is in charge 
of the kitchen, but credits much 
of the cooking to Doreen 
Stevens, who was lured to the 
farm in 2001 to help cook 
Thanksgiving dinners. She 
came back in 2002 and has been 
working there ever since, 20 -
24 hours a week. 

All told, there are four part 
timers working in the kitchen, 
each with specialty dishes. 
Though hot hrrkey dinners with 
all the fixings are no longer 
available for Thanksgiving, they 
can be ordered on other occa­
sions. The catering side of the 
business continues to grow 
beyond the well-known chicken 

see DIEMAND pg 15 
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Retail Fabric Store 
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CASH & CHECKS ONLY 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 
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Eev,te~ 
147 2nd Street, Turners Falb 
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Engine Light 
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SRS/Alr Bag Light Complete Car and Truck Repair 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 
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Call for a FREE Estimate 
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FAMILY VACUUM 
34 Chapman Street ih0 lllmerciar Ruf ampoo R 
Greenfield 413-774-2046 ema 

Mon - Fri, 9:30 - 5:30 I Saturday, 8:30 - 3:00 

v4QQ J\Jlakeg g_ vUodeQg 
Most Repairs Done within 48 Hours 

New & Used Vacuums for Sale 

' 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
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Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 
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Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 
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NOTES FROM ERVING SElECTBOARD 
Goodwin Will Not Seek Re-Election 

NOTES FROM Gill SElECTBOARD 
Save It or Spend It? 

BY KATIE NOLAN -
Chair Andrew Goodwin 
informed fellow select­
board members he would 
not be running for re­
election when his term 
ends in 2011. He men­
tioned family responsibil­
ities and his demanding 
career schedule as rea­
sons for deciding not to 
run again. 

Town administrator 
Tom Sharp told the 
selectboard the Montague 
selectboard has agreed to 
meet with them on 
December 9th regarding 
costs for the recently 
completed improvements 
at the Ervingside water 
treatment facility. 

Earlier this fall, Erving 
asked Montague to dis­
cuss sharing costs for the 
upgrade. Sharp told the 
board the Montague 
selectboard was now 
"anned with all the data 
they should need to talk 
with us." 

Sharp said Pete 
Sanders of the water 
depa1tment and a Tighe 
and Bond consultant had 
developed a spreadsheet 
categorizing costs for the 
$5.2 million upgrade. He 
noted that the treatment 
plant shares the building 
with the Erving highway 
department, and Erving 
should assume 100% of 
the capital costs relating 
to the highway depart­
ment use of the building. 

The selectboard signed 
the $1.9 million contract 
with MCMUSA, the gen­
eral contractor for the 
senior center building 
project, and approved the 
notice to proceed. 
According to these docu­
ments, the project has a 
starting date of 
November 19th, 2010 and 
a completion date of 
September 21st, 2011. 
Bruce Hunter, owner's 
project manager for the 
project, said MCMUSA 

PhD & Paal Wlldroa 

would start work on 
Monday, November 
22nd. A grotmdbreaking 
ceremony for the project 
was held at noon on that 
day. 

Htmter and the board 
briefly discussed a 
change order from the 
architect for adding either 
a temporary or pe1manent 
generator to the building, 
in order to make it useful 
as an emergency shelter. 
Fire chief Bud Meattey 
said the senior center is 
listed as a fallout shelter 
in town emergency plans. 

Goodwin remarked the 
senior center is not need­
ed as an emergency cen­
ter, because the Erving 
Elementary School, just 
down the road, is already 
outfitted as an emergency 
shelter. He added, "If 
the town of Erving wants 
to end up with a tax rate 
as high as everyone 
else's, keep spending 
away." 

Administrator Tom 
Sharp said five licensed 
wastewater treatment 
operators and nine tmli­
censed individuals 
applied for the town's 
open wastewater treat­
ment facility maintenance 
position. Sharp, DPW 
head Paul Prest and water 
depa1tment head Sanders 
will screen the applicants 
and recommend two or 
three candidates to the 
selectboard. The select­
board will select the 
finalist after interviews. 
Sharp estimated the 
process would take 
approximately one 
month. 

The state Department 
of Revenue has ce1tified 
the town's free cash at 
$809,336, down from last 
year's free cash total of 
about $1.3 millon. Sharp 
said there was less free 
cash this year because the 
selectboard has been 
tighter on budgeting. 

Jlalllnn Bulldlng & Remodelng 
A Name You Can Trus~ 

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows 
Additions, New Construction 413-422·2252 Phil 
S~e~tro1~. Painting ft Nore.. 413-834·0534 Pau\ 

Fully Insured, CS #088999 & HIC 145293 

Fr~ Est\mates ft Reasonable Rates 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting licences 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Goodwin recommend­
ed the selectboard look at 
the year end numbers and 
detennine the "drivers" 
for the free cash account. 
"Where do we need to get 
better in the budget 
process to reduce free 
cash?" he asked. 

Finance committee 
chair Stanley Gradowski 
attended, saying he didn't 
yet have enough informa­
tion to present budget 
information to the board 
for the coming fiscal year. 
Gradowski told the board, 
"I like the direction 
you're going." He pre­
dicted this year the budg­
et would be "facing a 
more pmdent town meet­
ing." 

Regarding the free 
truck tractor offered by 
the state that had been 
discussed at previous 
meetings, Meattey agreed 
to provide an estimate of 
costs to make the vehicle 
useful as fire equipment. 
He said the state would 
hold onto the tmck tmtil 
the town makes a deci­
sion about whether to 
accept it. 

Meattey said the fire 
department would con­
duct hydrant flushing 
before the first snow, 
after notifying the water 
department and public. 

The selectboard 
approved the installation 
of a guying pole to stabi­
lize a utility pole near 190 
Motmtain Road. National 
Grid spokesperson Rich 
Nalewiski said the cur­
rent pole (#43) is leaning 
toward the residential 
driveway and the conduc­
tor wire is sagging. 

The selectboard con­
cluded the open meeting 
and went into executive 
session to discuss the 
character or reputation of 
an individual and to get 
an update on Erving 
Elementary School Union 
#28 contract negotiations. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The town of Gill has the 
problem of figuring out 
what to do with an extra 
$38,121. 

Last Thursday's district 
meeting finally settled on 
a $16.4 inillion operating 
budget for the Gill­
Montague Regional 
School District for the cur­
rent school year. That 
agreement wound up ask­
ing $1,349,745 for Gill's 
school assessment, 
$38,121 less than what 
Gill voters had originally 
approved to fund the dis­
trict schools at annual 
town meeting. 

Now, the question is 
what to do with the wind­
fall. 

"My choice would be 
to have a special town 
meeting and put that 
money away for next 
year," Ann Banash told her 
fellow selectboard mem­
bers on Monday. "It's the 
only pmdent thing to do." 

But town administra­
tive coordinator Ray 
Purington said there were 
a number of other line 
items competing for funds. 

"We're about $4,200 
less than budgeted for 
Four Winds School's 
rent," Purington said. The 
town gave the private mid­
dle school a $350 per 
month discount on the rent 
this school year, due to the 
school's low emollment. 
Banash said the town was 
still breaking even on the 
basic costs of the building, 
even at the cwTent rental 
agreement of $500 a 
month for Four Wmds. 

"We felt it was better to 
have someone in the build­
ing," Banash explained. 

Additionally, Purington 
said the town appears to 
have overestimated the 
amotmt of new growth 
when the FY' 11 was being 
prepared, by about $4000. 

"It's a honible year for 
new growth," said 

'J/.,r _::::- c:Kt,1P ~611'illff 
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e 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

Purington. "I projected 
about $20,000, half of 
what we got last year." But 
the proof is in the building 
pennits. 

Also, Purington said 
the town will have to 
budget an additional 
$2,000 for FY'll for vet­
erans benefits, an amount 
for which the town will 
eventually receive 75% 
reimbursement from the 
state. 

All of these items could 
either be taken from free 
cash, or from the remain­
der from the school assess­
ment. 

That discussion will get 
settled at a special town 
meeting on Monday, 
December 20th, at 6:30 
pm. 

The selectboard may 
also put a wanant a1ticle 
on the town meeting agen­
da to accept a provision of 
state law that would allow 
restaurants and other facil­
ities with on premises 
pouring licenses to serve 
alcoholic beverages for 
two hours before the cur­
rent noon sta1t time on 
Sunday mornings. 

"Brunch has become so 
big," said Banash, explain­
ing the motivation for the 
change in state law, "and 
people can't have their 
mimosas and Bloody 
Ma1ys." 

As he stared at the 
remallllllg agenda items, 
selectboard chair John 
Ward said glumly, "I 
haven't had a Bloody 
Mary before noon on 
Sunday in years." 

Banash cmmtered, "I'd 

be asleep by noon if I did." 
Due to "the town of 

Gill's favorable loss histo­
ry," the Massachusetts 
lnterlocal Insurance 
Association has offered 
Gill a 10% discotmt on last 
year's rates, in exchange 
for early sign up for prop­
e1ty, liability insurance 
and worker's compensa­
tion. 

The selectboard took 
MIIA up on this offer, and 
also agreed to police chief 
David Hasting's request to 
spend $822 to replace a 
msted panel on the body 
of the department's 2004 
Ford Explorer. The select­
board, while agreeing to 
the purchase order, urged 
the chief to first see if the 
Franklin Cotmty Tech 
School could do the work 
as a body shop project, 
rather than take the rea­
sonable bid from Doug's 
Auto Body. 

The board approved 
Hasting's request to hire 
two part time officers: 
Todd Mongeon and Cody 
Guilbault. 

Finally, the board 
seemed pleased to note 
that building pennits will 
soon be available on line 
through the Franklin 
Cotmty Cooperative 
Inspection office, so peo­
ple will no longer have to 
journey over to the cotmty 
cowthouse to get them. 

"Good," said Ward. "I 
never liked getting frisked 
to get a building pennit. 
When I walk into the 
building inspector's office 
putting on my belt, I know 
I'm in trouble." 

Learning from Local Food Producers 
The Wendell local food 

subcommittee is inviting 
area farmers and food 
producers to an open 
forum to discuss how a 
local food coordinator can 
be the most effective in 
increasing local food 

independence. We are 
hungiy for your ideas! 

Anyone is invited to 
attend on Monday 
November 29th, 7:00 
p.m., at the Wendell town 
office building. 

moo 
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FARM from page 11 
ing local business. Ryan Voiland 
is a Montague native, and bit of a 
local legend. The popular Old 
Depot fannstand on Twners Falls 
Road near the village of 
Montague Center was his version 
of a lemonade stand when he was 
still in middle school. He staited 
off picking and selling wild 
benies, but soon learned the 
enterprise could be more prof­
itable if he took over his father's 
vegetable garden. By the end of 
high school, Ryan's market gar­
den had outgrown the acre plot 
his parents owned, and he began 
farming rented land on Hatchery 
Road. 

Voiland continued to grow his 
business while he studied crop 
production and farm manage­
ment at Cornell University. After 
graduating, he purchased the 20 
acres in Granby that became the 
backbone for Red Fire Farm. 
Sarah, who farmed in Stafford 
Springs, CT before she met and 
manied Ryan, joined him there. 
"His farm was bigger," she 
explained. 

In addition to the original 
farmstand in Montague, the faim­
stand in Granby, wholesale 
accounts, and farmers markets, 
Voiland began mai·keting pro­
duce through CSA shares (that's 
Community Supported 
Agriculture - where customers 
buy a share in the faim and 
receive weekly allotments of 
fresh produce and local groceries 
throughout the growing season) 
in 2001. Since then, the CSA pro­
gram (through Red Fire Farm and 
Common Wealth CSA) has 
expanded to 1400 seasonal shai·es 
and a members-only pick-your­
own field. 

A "fa1mstand member" pro­
gram, where customers purchase 
an advance credit good for any 
Red Fire mai·ket and receive a 
ten-percent discount, is a more 
flexible option for community 
members who want to invest in, 
and reap the benefits of, Red Fire. 

"I think it's impo1tant to eat 
local as much as possible all 
year," said Ryan. By growing 
more root vegetables for storage 
to distribute in the colder months, 
growing hardy greens (such as 
spinach, salad mix, baby brassi­
cas, and ai11gula) yeai·-round in 
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unheated greenhouses, and out- land from neighbors with annual on the prope1ty is excluded from 
sourcing local <laity, cheese, leases. Much of this land is prime the APR and had to be purchased 
flour, and value added products for development. Facing a ve1y by the Voilands at mai·ket value. 
from other local producers, Red real risk of losing land they were In fact, all stmctures on the prop­
F ire cunently has about 800 dependent on, "We were feeling e1ty have been excluded from the 
shareholders receiving groceries the farm was in a vulnerable APR, a complication that can 
in the extended season, and place," Voiland said. have lai·ge economic repercus­
another 250 receiving produce in Which is why when two adj a- sions for a faim like Red Fire that 
the deep winter. Red Fire has cent farms went up for sale on depends on greenhouses for 
sta1ted selling at the winter mai·- Meadow Road in Montague, con- growing staits and winter greens. 
kets in Springfield, Amherst, and taining 45 acres of cropland with This is a chronic gap in farm­
Wayland. some of the most fertile soils in land affordability that Motmt 

The faiming population at Red the countiy, the Voilands knew Grace is interested in bridging. 
Fire has needed to grow to keep they had to act, and purchased "We ai·e pursuing an innova­
up with their expanding customer both fa1ms. "It was a financial tive approach to purchase all of 
base. There ai·e cunently 45 to 50 stress initially," said Ryan the land of Red Fire Frum in 
employees working during the Voiland, "but we felt it was Montague and install a fa1m 
growing season at Red Fire. impo1tant to achieve long term affordability mechanism," said 
About a dozen of these employ- sustainability." Leigh Yotmgblood, president of 
ees work year-round. One of the prope1ties, the for- the Motmt Grace Land Tmst. 

Many of the seasonal lRE E While Mount Grace is still in 
em~loyees are "people in .- "\-"f', f ~ /) A . "feasibility mode," waiting to 
their 20s who only faim for a ~V ~ t reach a minimum of funds 
year or two," but some, like' "'-.. , before the plan goes public, 
the Voilands, find their voca- ~, ~ ~ the land t111st has started 
tion in the fields. Fo1mer Red ~ ~~;:~ ••• ,. accepting rest11cted donations 
Fire interns have gone on to ~ ~~ ~~ towards the purchase of the 
found the Mighty Food Frum ./-?'n,f 1-},.....t ..... ~~ P"' Red Fire Frum prope1ty. So 
in Pownal, VT; Hamlet ~I/JI fai·, Mount Grace has raised 
Organic Gardens in Brookhaven, mer Tuvec Frum, had been made more than $65,000 for this proj-
NY; and Stone Soup Fa1m in affordable through the ect. (Interested in donating? Go 
Belchertown. Massachusetts Agricultural to www.mountgrace.org to leain 

"We tty to provide education Prese1vation Restl1ction (APR) more.) 
and expe11ence. We've been tty- Program - a state program that "We do expect this project to 
ing to figure out what the steps buys the development rights to be successfol because (Red Fire) 
are to becoming an effective faimland, keeping the cash value is a great faim. This is a valuable 
faimer, and we want to tty to give of the prope1ty low enough to concept, and it fills a need that is 
people these skills. Working for a ensure its viability as faimland. widely recognized," said 
faim of Red Fire's scale gives The other property, the fo1mer Youngblood. 
people a good idea of how to Blue Meadow Frum, which the If purchased, Mount Grace 
grow things. We're so diverse in Voilands purchased mainly for its will hold the land as a communi­
what we grow and the seasons we extensive greenhouses and other ty resource, and give access to the 
grow in that I think we can pro- faim infrastiucture, was not pro- Voilands in the fo1m of a 99-yeai· 
vide a really exceptional experi- tected tmder the APR Program. mhe11table lease. The Voilands 
ence," said Voiland. "We're "Mount Grace Land Tmst has will own existing fa1m stiuctures 
always looking for good people been really help fol in this and any improvements they make 
interested in faim work." process," said Ryan Voiland. on the land. The Voilands (or 

By valuing their employees, Motmt Grace Land Tmst, an their posterity) must actively 
nwtlllmg their land, producing a organization which has spent the fa1m the land. If they sell the 
stagge1mg amount of high-quali- past quarter-century helping land, they must sell eve1ything, 
ty produce, and maintaining a landowners in 23 area towns pre- including the faim buildings, at a 
diversified marketing sti·ategy se1ve the local landscape, helped p11ce that an incoming farmer can 
that attempts to compensate for the Voilands make the purchase. afford. This concept, which 
the value of the entire faiming They acted as a financial inte1me- allows the whole farming opera­
operation instead of its isolated diaiy between the state and the tion to be kept pe1manently 
products, Red Fire Farm is an seller of Blue Meadow Farm, affordable, was minted by the 
example of a cornerstone busi- fronting the cash for the develop- Equity Tmst, Inc. (www.equi­
ness in an endmmg, tht'iving mral ment rights which would later be tytiust.org) headquaitered at 177 
economy. purchased by the Massachusetts Avenue A in Turners Falls. 

But statewide and national APR program "The p11ce of faimland is the 
ti·ends inflating the p11ce of real Even with the offset from the single biggest hairier to a faim 
estate have threatened Red Fire's sale of the development rights, business," said Yotmgblood. 
long term viability. To have "There are still a lot of issues "The APR program does not 
enough space to grow all this with the affordability of the apply to houses. Faimers can buy 
food, the Voilands began renting land," said Voiland. A house lot faimland, but can't afford faim 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monuments 1Yff'lS-1!:lf!!L r: SINCE 1888 
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ond their grandparents did. 
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buildings and housing. Whole 
farm affordability combines an 
existing program to make the 
whole farm affordable. It's an 
important step we're really excit­
ed about." 

Said Ryan Voiland, "This 
transaction would ensure our via­
bility in the foture, ensure that we 
can pay our employees a living 
wage, and ensure the peipetuity 
of the farm." 

The Pioneer Valley contams 
some of the most fe1tile, and 
endangered, cropland in the 
countly: the floodplain of the 
Connecticut River. "Good faim 
soil is a very rai·e, invaluable nat­
llfal resollfce that cannot be 
replaced," said Youngblood. 

The Voilands have a vested 
interest in maintaining the soil's 
natural fe1tility. While they plan 
to move 75% of their growing 
operation up to Montague by 
2012, the Voilands are resting the 
land - which has been depleted 
by years of use by tenant faimers 
- under cover crops while they 
transition the fields to organic 
production. After that, they're not 
planning to grow their farming 
operation much in the next few 
yeai·s. Said Ryan Voiland, "We'll 
have more land available, but 
we'll also be seeking to improve 
our rotations," to rebuild soil fer­
tility. 

Impatient to have Red Fire as 
a neighbor? The Old Depot Frum 
Stand will be up and nmning next 
yeai·, with a new perk for farm­
stand members: a new pick-your­
own field will be open on 
Meadow Road. "A lot of people 
don't have time to gai·den exten­
sively. Pick-your-own is kind of 
like a member's personal gai·­
den," said Ryan. With a startling 
vai'iety of crops lined up to be 
grown - including 20-30 va11-
eties of cherry tomatoes (that's 
not counting other tomato va11-
eties ), ground chen'ies, tomatil­
los, raspberries, strawbenies, 
peas, beans, fresh herbs, and hot 
peppers - few would blush to 
call these fields their own. 

Red Fire is now looking for 
housing for faim workers, espe­
cially in the vicinity of Meadow 
Road, and additional faimland to 
rent in or near Montague. Call 
413-467-7645 for more 
details. n 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 
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Erving Senior Center Breaks Ground 

Senior Center director Pol!J Kie!J (right to left), Erving council on aging chair Collis Adams, selectboard member 
Eugene Klepadlo, and representative Christopher Donelan toss the first shove!ful.r of dirt at the Erving Senior 

Center groundbreaking on Mondl!J, as senior center committee members 
Leo Parent, Jr., Bruce Bezio, AnnMarie Gilbert and Carole Lyman look on admiring(y. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - A approval for their new center in Eugene Klepadlo. Among the 
little wind and rain could not May. Collis Adams, who others gathered near were 
spoil this party! chaired the council on aging MCMUSA owner Scott 

At least 50 people turned through the dark days of defeat D'Entremont, Jacquie Boyden, 
out on Monday at noon for the to the final victorious vote, who now chairs the building 
groundbreaking ceremony at held one of the gold plated (or committee, John Catlin, of 
the site of the new Erving sen- perhaps gold spray painted) Quincy, the project's architect, 
ior center. Senior center di.rec- shovels provided by highway and town administrative coor­
tor Polly Kiely was there, with superintendent Paul Prest, who dinator Tom Sharp. 
about 30 seniors who are look- will act as the town's clerk of Sharp, who is responsible 
ing fo1ward to the day they can the works for the project. for ananging these things, said, 
move in and begin to stretching Lending a touch of old time "Miraculously, the weather 
out in the spacious new activi- charm to the proceedings, Kim cleared just at 11 :30. I was 
ties room. Gregory, in costume as the afraid we were going to have 

That day should come some- Town Crier, unfurled a procla- 30 seniors coming down with 
time in late September of next mation pronouncing this a colds." 
year, when the $2.4 Inillion, great day for the senior citizens As insurance against that 
6,000 square foot senior center of Erving, and thanking the eventuality, Kiely ushered all 
on Route 63, just north of the movers and shakers who the attendees back to the cur­
Erving Elementary School, helped to make it happen - rent senior center on Pleasant 
will be ready for use, if general AnnMarie Gilbert, Marge Street, where they crowded 
contractor MCMUSA keeps to Clark, Carole Lyman, Jean around for soup and sandwich­
schedule. Black, Louise Goloh, Kielly, es. They won't have to crowd 

Monday was a day for cele- Adams, and many others. around much longer. The din-
brating for the dedicated group Outgoing state representa- ing area in the new senior cen­
of Erving seniors, who perse- tive Chris Donelan was there to ter will be big enough for 
vered over two failed town heft a shovelful of dirt. So was everyone and their uncle to 
meeting votes to finally win Erving selectboard member find a seat. 

CHEESE from page 1 
the goodies he could reach. 
His big sister, Hannah, also 
enjoyed that tactic. Their 
neighbor, Isaac Damon, also 6, 
never ate a bite of cheese, but 
downed nearly a box of not­
made-in-Gill crackers smug­
gled in by NMH School farm­
ers. 

Both Upinngil and NMH 
School Farm produce dairy 
products year round: milk, 
cheese, ice cream (yes, ice 
cream!) New for 2010, NMH 

School Farm now uses some of 
its cow Inilk to produce their 
own ice cream, with other farm 
produce such as raspberries 
and maple syrup for flavoring. 

NMH School Farm is not 
the only Gill-made ice cream. 
The Wagon Wheel restaurant 
has gotten into making its own 
ice cream with unconventional 
(and tasty) flavors as Mexican 
Chocolate, Apple Pie, and 
Coffee & Donuts. 

Do not fret that your veg­
etable garden will soon be cov-

ered in snow. Laughing Dog 
Fann and the Gill Greenery use 
plenty of agricultural know­
how to keep greens growing all 
winter long. And, before all 
the snow melts into the 
Connecticut, Gill maple pro­
ducers will be tapping trees, 
the harbinger of another Gill 
growing season! 

Steve Damon is the chair of 
Gill agricultural commission. 

n 
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It's Unanimous! 
Voters Back G;' M Budget 

BY BILL DRAKE voting. ''The fact they got the 
GILL-MONTAGUE - Four school committee and both town 
years of political and budgetaiy 
battles between the towns of 
Montague and Gill and their 
regional school district ended in 
ha1mony and comproinise on 
Thursday, November 18th, as a 
tmanimous Yes resotmded from 
town meeting members on a 
motion to approve a $16.4 Inil­
lion FY' ll operating budget for 
the district. 

This number represents a level 
ftmded budget from FY'l0. The 
comproinise approved Thursday 
included the town of Montague 
agreeing to spend an additional 
$200,000 in reserves above the 
amount already committed, and 
the school district agreeing to 
spend about $235,000 more from 
reserves than the amount the dis­
trict had previously committed, 
in order to bring down the assess­
ments to the towns. 

All voters attending the spe­
cial district budget making meet­
ing in the Turners Falls High 
School auditorium ratified the 
budget proposal for the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
District, bringing balance to the 
school budget and cost ce1tainty 
to the town selectboards. The 
vote was a welcome one for 
superintendent Carl Ladd. 

"What this vote does," said 
Ladd, "is remove the Department 
[ of Elementa1y and Secondaiy 
Education (DESE)] from exercis­
ing fiscal control over the 
schools." 

The new budget marks the 
first time in four years the towns 
and schools have reached a budg­
etaiy agreement. But, in the new 
compact, the schools and towns 
have signed onto a five-year 
ftmding strategy, mapping out 
budgetaiy goals, to bring long 
range fiscal stability to the dis­
trict. 

''The Gill selectboard is in full 
support of this budget," said John 
Ward, Gill selectboard chair. 
"The spirit of cooperation is a 
breath of fresh air." 

Art Gilmore, who represents 
Precinct 2 in Millers Falls on 
Montague town meeting, said he 
had not always supported past 
school budget plans. "I voted 
against it a couple of times," he 
adinitted. But as he stood up to 
speak on Thursday, he urged the 
voters at the meeting to come 
together and suppo1t the com­
pact. 

"I thought [the compact] was 
ve1y fair," said Gilmore after the 

selectboards to come together; 
they put in all the hard work to 
give us the opporhmity to 
approve it. How could I not?" 

The compact is a comproinise 
for all parties involved. The 
hardest hit this fiscal year fell on 
teachers and paraprofessionals. 
Four teachers, one from every 
school level, lost their job, while 
11 paraprofessionals received 
pink slips. All told, 18 jobs were 
lost, reducing the budget by 
$604,803 and accounting for 
nearly 75% of total budget 
reductions for fiscal year 2011 
(FYll). 

David Jensen of Montague 
asked repeatedly for the school 
committee to consider signing 
only a one-year contract with the 
teachers' union as way to keep 
expenses in line. The school 
committee has been waiting to 
receive a review of the district's 
fiscal capacity from the DESE 
before ratifying the negotiated 
contracts for teachers and staff, 
which remain in limbo. 

Asked when he expected that 
repo1t from the DESE, Ladd 
said, "November 1st was the 
deadline. Then [the state] said 
'November 18th;' then they said, 
'Novemeber 19th,' but I haven't 
heard a whisper out of Malden, 
so I don't know." 

The repo1t from the DESE 
will also dete1mine if the Gill­
Montague school district is still 
considered to be an 'underper­
forming' school district, a label 
that brings with it an added level 
of scmtiny and suppo1t from the 
state. 

"We really need that repo1t," 
said Ladd. "That's going to be 
the indicator, I think, of where 
we end up. I think one of the 
problems from the [DESE's] 
standpoint is that the district has­
n't had the fiscal capacity, 
because we haven't been able to 
pass a budget." 

But with Thursday's affuma­
tive vote, the towns and the 
school district are one step clos­
er to pulling their schools back 
into the black. This action may 
lend suppo1t to the state's remov­
ing the 'underperfo1ming' label 
from the school district. 

"With the ability to pass a 
budget, and a proven ability to 
work together and come up with 
a solution, I am hoping that that 
will cany some weight, but I 
don't know," said Ladd. "We'll 
have to see." 
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Chip T qylor (left) and Carrie Rodriguezi with Hans Holzen (background left) 
and John Platania (background, center) at the Shea Theater Sundf!J night 

BY JEN DOWNS 
TURNERS FALLS - Nature 
writer and game caller Joe Judd 
shared turkey facts and turkey 
lore, close-range photos of 
Eastern Wild turkeys and even 

offered an interactive opp01tunity 
to try a wooden box call for a 
small but appreciative crowd at 
the Great Falls Discove1y Center 
last Thursday. 

Judd grew up in New York 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

BY TAMI STILES 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
house was packed at the Shea 
Theater as PowerTown music 
presented Chip Taylor and 
CaITie Rodriguez on Sunday 
night. 

Featuring songs from their 
recently released greatest hits 
album, The New Bye and Bye, 
with four new tracks including 
"On an Island" and "Play it 
Again Sam," Taylor and 
Rodriguez brought back to the 
Pioneer Valley old favorites 
inte1twined with stellar new 
songs. 

With a laid back honky tonk 
style, these two delivered a 
perfonnance that kept the audi­
ence in a toe tapping mood 
throughout the show. 

Speaking of toe tappers, 
"Don't Speak in English" 
received resounding applause 

that rolled on and on, to which 
Taylor could only respond with 
"Oh gosh, this is something," 
as he beamed at the audience. 

They slowed it down a bit 
with songs such as, "Him Who 
Saved Me," and "On an 
Island," received with attentive 
ears and a still house. 

Rodriguez's vocals and fid­
dle stylings on "Keep your Hat 
on Jenny" easily transpo1ted a 
listener to a hootin' nanny, 
minus the haybales and frosty 
beverages. 

Speaking of beverages, 
Taylor likes to sing about 
whiskey, so they cranked up 
the room, and busted out "Must 
be the Whiskey." Laphroaig's 
his current favorite. With a 
wann lead guitar and smooth 
moves from the upright bassist 
and steel guitarist, the song 
was met with a strong pa1tici-

state and became an avid out- efforts of Jim Cardoza 
doorsman in his teen years. While 
much of his experience has been 
with hunting, Judd said he feels 
"a kindred spirit to the wild 
turkey," and reminded folks that 
hunters make excellent conse1va­
tion agents. 

Ben Franklin's suggestion that 

of Massachusetts Fish 
and Wildlife, 36 birds , 
from New York were 
introduced in Franklin 
and Berkshire coun­
ties. These three dozen 
birds, through careful 
conseivation meas- • ..,,~ .. , 
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pation from the audience. 
Evidently people like songs 
about whiskey, because once 
again the Shea was ricocheting 
with applause. 

"Wild Thing" bounced off 
the walls of the theater, with 
many of the voices from our 
Valley singing right along. I do 
believe there was a little air 
guitar being played by a few 
members of the audience. 

Powertown provided a hot 
ticket on a cold November 
night. Chip Taylor and Carrie 
Rodriguez combined their for­
midable talents and sparked 
both a real wild time and a laid 
back honky tonk in the old 
Shea Theater. 

The New Bye and Bye is a 
great place to spend some time 
with friends like these, with or 
without the whiskey. 

--------■■iiiiiili ____________ the turkey, with its red, white and 

A c..o\.Oti~~VE. ~ blue coloring, would make a 

ures, soon multiplied 
to the cul1'ent num­
bers. t>.R\~t\, H)\t

00
, v-• good national bird lost out to the 

r,.£,gtS \ - American Bald Eagle, but Judd 
shared plenty of reasons why the 
turkey is one of America's tme 
icons. 

The open fa1m­
lands of our area were 
vitally impo1tant to 
their successful rein­
troduction. Turkeys 
forage on faim fields 
during the winter. 
Wild turkeys provide 
benefits to the faimer 

Saturday, Dec. 4th, 10-4 
Bring your friends and family for this 

joyful, FREE, creative event. 
Craft Fair with juried artisans from around New 

I.England offering fresh, lovely handmade wares 
Wonderful childrens' music with Jay Mankita, 

'Span of Sunshine and Carrie Ferguson 
The Rumpus Rumple--a grand used childrens' 
clothing sale! 
Art and craft activities for children ages 3-12 

and Yummy, savory and sweet foods for sale 
71 Montague City Road, Greenfeld www.centerschool.net 

for schedule of events: gcsnunpus.blogspot.cont 

Due to conse1vation efforts, 
there are now more wild turkeys 
in the state of Massachusetts than 
there were at the time of the land­
ing of the Mayflower. With few 
natural predators, their numbers 
have risen beyond an estimated 
50,000 birds, and may double 
before they reach their natural 
limit. 

By the early 1900s, turkeys 
had all but disappeared in 
Massachusetts, due to hunting 
and loss of habitat. In the mid­
l 950s, turkeys from Alabama 
were brought to the Quabbin 
region in an early restoration 
eff01t. The southern birds could 
not acclimate to harsh New 
England winters, and they soon 
died out. 

But in 1974, through the 

A stuffed turkey at the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, in a diorama displqy. 

as well, by fe11ilizing ai1d, in their 
own way, tilling the soil as they 
scratch for food. 

Almost eveiy Americai1 child 
has outlined their handprint in 
school, to draw a turkey for the 
holidays. H ere is a list of some 
facts about these amazing birds: 

Turkeys ai·e born as chicks in 
late May. The weather of the first 
10 - 12 days of their lives, usual­
ly in late May or early June deter­
mines if they will make it to the 
fledging stage (yes, turkeys can 
fly!) The biggest threat to the 
turkey population is a cold, wet 
spring, as young chicks will chill 

ai1d die easily. 
Mature male turkeys are 

called toms or gobblers. They can 
weigh up to 30 pounds, have the 
full tail feathers, a beard that 
hai1gs from the breast (looks like 
horse tail hair, but actually feath­
ers), the iconic brigl1t-red wattle 
on the neck ai1d the snood (that 
wobbly bit over the beak). The 
lai·ger all of these features are, the 
older the turkey is ai1d the more 
desirable to females, Judd said. 

Adult female turkeys are 
called hens. They lack the lai·ge 
tail, and display more muted col-

see TURKEY pg 15 

HAFFY THANKSGIVING ... from Greenfield to You! 

SERViNG HOME GROWN 

FARM--iNspiREd Food & DRiNk 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

PHONE 413 774 3150 

No PoweRl No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

30% Federal Tax Credit 
Thru Dec. 30th 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield~ 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

"'. 
fl>.r.:.'C"l~t\l~t. u 
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eacn 

•Pizzas 
• 
•Salldll .,... ... 
.. Plillo 

woodfired pizzeria 

~~mart. 
lomputer 

OPEN MON·FRI 9-7, SAT 9-5 

345 MAIN Sr. 
GREENFIELD, MA 

413·475-3727 

PC/ MAC REPAIR 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

NETWORKS & 'THE CLOUD' 

RESIDENTIAL 
8: SMALL BUSINESS 

MYSMAftTCOMPUTll!:ft,COM r-----; 

CELEBRATE BAG DAY 

THE RAVEN WAY: 

20%0FF 
ALL ITEMS 
NOVEMBER 26, 27, 28 
AT OUR GREENFIELD STORE. 

NO BAG REQUIRED. 
SUN•THURS 10•5:30 • FRl•SAT 10•8 
5 BANK Row • DOWNTOWN GR£tNF'ltLO 
413-77a-1968 • IU,VtNUH090QK$..COM 
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On Turkey Day, we thought readers might appreciate 
reading this first installment from Patricia Pruitt '.s­

travels along the Golden Horn. 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT - I 
an-ive in Istanbul just before mid­
night, about 40 minutes late. As I 
head for passpo1t control, one 
immediate difference I notice is 
both visible and audible: the lan­
guage, w11tten and spoken. I 
know only the Turkish word for 
bread (ekmek), a word not likely 
to be needed in passing through 
passp01t control. 

My passp01t with visa can-ies 
me through in seconds and I am 
officially in Turkey. Fatigue, 
rather than anxiety, is the next 
hurdle. I still have to face picking 
up my 55 pound duffie bag at 
baggage claim. I'm impressed; 
the bags are rolling out onto the 
carousel. There it is. The prospect 
of canying it or pulling it makes 
me decide to get a cait. 

in baggage claim, is nowhere in 
sight. 

I tiy telling the baggage han­
dlers about my missing bag. They 
tell me all the bags from my flight 
have been claimed. If someone 
had taken the wrong bag, there 
would be a similai· bag left, ai1d 
there are none. They suggest I 
check with them in the morning. 

Not having the bag is by fai· 
worse thai1 having to pull it 
ai·ound. Maybe I'll do better find­
ing my husbai1d. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 11 

To do that, I need to exchai1ge 
dollars for Turkish lira. I do that, 
and insert two lira into the slot 
mechairism to rent a ca.it. The 
coins stick, neither going in nor 
coming out. 

I exit the baggage ai·ea, scai1-
ning the faces in the line of peo­
ple waiting for passengers. No 
Ch11s. Then happily I spot him fai· 
down the room talking to a se1v­
ice person. Next to him I see my 
duffie bag. He explained he was 
hying to have me paged since I 
was probably lost somewhere in 
the airpo1t. The Blue Mosque photographed from the Sultanahmet Park ear!J in the morning, before the fountain is turned on. 

Back to the luggage cai·ousel. 

About 1 :30 am. we ai11ve at 
#40 Cimen Sok (sounds like 
cheemen soak) in the Fener dis­
trict oflstai1bul, our home for the 
next nine months. 

Istai1bul. Hist01y tells us that on 
two occasions, in 1923 and again 
in 1950, the Turkish Greeks 
( called Rums by the Ottoman 
mlers) were di-iven from Turkey. 
Greece in retaliation likewise 
di·ove Greek Turks from Greece. 
Nonetheless there are still Greeks 
living in the Fener neighborhood. 

the bomber, ai1d injw-ing 32 peo­
ple, 15 ofthempolicemen. It hap­
pened on Sw1day, the weekend of 
the bi1thday of the Turkish 
Republic, in Taksim square. 

more nwnerous. 
The bombing took place on 

the last day of a ceasefire 
between the Kurdish Workers 
Paity (PKK) and the Turkish 
government. The PKK denied 
doing tl1e bombing and has since 
extended tl1e ceasefire wit11 the 
agreement of the Turkish govern­
ment. The theo1y now is tl1at the 
bomber was a member of a sepa­
ratist wing of the PKK. 

Now my bag is nowhere to be 
seen! I also note that my husbai1d, 
Chdstopher, whose flight airived 
earlier and who was to meet me 

The Fener disti-ict has been 
traditionally a Greek neighbor­
hood ai1d is the home of the 
Greek Oithodox Pan-iai·chate in 

Taksim is a recently devel­
oped, upscale pedestdan shop­
ping district. The shops here ai·e 
mostly Western and European 
brand names such the Body 
Shop, Benneton, and sleek new 
shops such as Pink. Taksim is 
accessible by dozens of bus lines, 
the metro, taxis, ai1d cars. It is 
bustling at all hours, not swp11s­
ing since Istanbul is a city of 
approximately 16 million. 
Crowds are never lacking wher­
ever you go. Here people are 
more numerous thai1 ti·ees; in 
Montague I'd wager the trees ai·e 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Come FOR a dRink, sTay FOR a meal 

www. thegillta.vern.coxn 
326 Main Rd, Gill, MA 

Open Wed~Sun at5PM 

-a-413.863.9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 
Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

~ 

72 
~[Slli scsc 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY Co. INC. 

"Rock solid service ,vith level advice" 

Regency Fireplace Products 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
\wood, gas stoves, inserts & fire­
)>laces today! Our Fireplace Design 
1Center makes it easy to choose the 
'right unit to suit your lifestyle. 
1 

413-863-4322 

The neighborhood is also 
home to mai1y Turks, ai1d for­
eigners as well. A new pressure 
on the ai·ea comes from would-be 
developers who visualize high 
priced real estate along the 
Golden Hom, the park ai1d water­
way that borders Fener. 

The end of my first week in 
Istanbul was di·amatically 
mai·ked ai1d mai1·ed by a suicide 
bombing resulting in the death of 

Huge Selection of Passenger, 
light Tru<k/SUV, Tru<k, Farm, 
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer, 
lawn & Garden, ATV 

-rasi· 
Tires for Work. Tires for Play. 

www.petestire.com 
Northampton• 186 North King St. 413-586-8815 
Brattleboro • 220 Old Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628 
Orange • 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811 

159AVENUEA 
TuRNERS FALLS, MAss. 01376 

C1·aig Dah-ymple 
Sales Associate 

Qn:11 Jollll~on. CRnnOlo:1 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
'-H3-S63-97% • Gerilohn,on~Reallor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS /Certified ResidenUn Specialist) 
Onl} 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigirus cleignaton. 
The CRS is my badge of ex~iseand iour ~Weld of 
assu1ance. Put iour trust in the ilfsl 10 gel tht job done. 
Wh<ihcr ooying. selling or referring. always choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS so Y!OIS ~i Clif'(~lell/'r. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
■fl■P■llli&P (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.C0A 

omcE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 863-2191 

FAX (413) 863-9658 

Days after the bombing, we 
walk through Taksim Square 
around 4 p.m. on a sunny week­
day. There are no police gathered 
in the squai·e, as tl1ere are on 
weekends. There is no sign of ai1y 
disturbance at all. 

Eve1ywhere we look, people 

see ISTANBUL pg 13 

Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

Frozen Turkeys 
available for the Holidays 

'11iani you for 
suppo1ting local farms. 

Fannstand Hours: 
6 Days a Wt>t>k 6 a m.-5 p m. 

Clost>d Sunday 

Call: 978-544-3806 

Tl.,Wn£¥~ F~ 

M~ & Levevett 

CLASSES ~ WORKSHOPS ~ PEACE 
LISA ENZER, M.ED., RYT 

WWW .LIVI NGROOMYOGA.N ET 
413-367-26.58 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 
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It is difficult 
to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

- William Carlos Williams 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno 
and Janel Nockleby 

Readers are invited to send poems to the 
Montague Reporter at 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376; 
or email us your poetry at 

design by Boysen Hodgson reporter -poems@montaguema.net 

Invitation 

Voices drift across the lawn 
and curl in the shape of clovers. A slight breeze 
bezels the fishpond, lens 

of grainy light, black 

cord covered with electric tape. Kneel 
on the concrete. Tile, sedge. 

Koi ghost out 
to meet you, blunt­

edged hunger curving 
blindly up. 

Take this bract that rises and subsides. 

Butterscotch or red and white, 
their bodies slick 
as sorrow, lathered 

with the cold, unseemly weed. 

Elsewhere, there's a napkin. 
Clink of glasses, square of kitchen light. 

Elsewhere, a pair of pliers 
spreads 

its intricate beak. 
A hooded sweatshirt gestures 

from the bottom of a lake. 

Here, put these on. You're going to need 
the leather gloves I tossed off in the shed. 

Speech is just an instrument to register 
the night. I offer 

you no hook, no tool, 
nothing to make fast 

no metal implement with which to cut or mend. 

--Anne Shaw 
Providence, RI 

Attendant 

So slowly the leaf twirls 
its carrot colors 
swinging to the ground 
a song it sings every fall 
and it doesn't know 
how it learned it 
how to change it colors 
or how to fall 

--Laura Rod/ey 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER November 24, 2010 

The editors would like to thank the 
following for their generous finan­
cial underwriting of The Poetry 
Page: -

Klondike Sound, 
Carlin Barton, Montague Dental 
Arts, Dr. Robert Koolkin, 
Michael Farrick, 
Green Fields Market, 
and Michael Muller 

When I jumped 

When I jumped 
I jumped hard 
I jumped long 
I jumped foolishly 
But... 
Is there any other way? 

A hop is frivolity, of no consequence 
A leap is an orchestration of the mind 
A skip mere merriment 
A jump is full throttle revolution 

What Things May Come 

What things may come to 
those who dare to dream A jump requires suspension of the mental machine and 

Engagement of the heart muscle 
Release of the emotional security of barbed wire 
Relinquishment of the perpetual past 

To those who dare to 
change the course 
of their own history. And the nerve of steel reserved for this kind of moment 

What things may come 
to those of us who 
stand and say no more. 

To those of us who 
ask what if ... 

What things may 
come without 
the thought that 
kept us here. 

--Elizabeth L. Freeman 
Montague 

Lunula Rising 

Reaching up toward 
That starched white round 
With extended arms 
And fingers stretched wide 
Our own earthbound 
Lunula crescent 
Spreads keratin 
No less sublime 
Across its own matrix of time 
Its cuticle encrusted 
In lofty rime 
The silt beneath our nails 
Sprouting a meadow of dreams 
Just beyond 
What can be seen 

--Gini Brown 
Berkeley 

Ti·ish Casimira 

l\tomln)' ~o,·embc1· 29th 
DtHll"S tl[ICII 7:00 11111 

When I jumped I was out of my mind, 
in my heart and free 
Of the gravitational pull 
of the last jump 

--Trish Casimira 
Shutesbury, MA 

Tide line 

A rope 
of indifference 

kelp feathers tar 
and shells snakes 
to infinity 

From this 
dry pungent 

margin set by 
August moon 

a periwinkle shell 
rubbed between 
thumb and forefinger 

resurrects 
an entire child 

at her swing 

--Art Stein 
Northfield 

my friends' young daughter 
dispenses 
wisdom from her small world 
and I learn some things 

Open mike 7:30-8:30 • Sliding scale admissioo $1-$5 
All comers are invtted to read from their own work or the works of others, poetry or prose 

DEJA BREW Pus & CAFE• 57 Lockes Village Road, Wendell, MA E: allsmallcaps@gmai.com 
Ph: 978.544.2739 • http://dejabrewpub.com W: http://allsmallcaps.blogspot.com 

This program llS supported, In part by tho \Veooel Cultural Coulc1I. a local agency. The Massachuselts Cultvral Council. a 
$late agency, and I/le National Endowment 1or the An$. 

L:aura Rodley teaches As :You Wnte It 
at Montague Senior Center and lias 
new chaRbook :Your Left Front Wheel is 
Coming Loose released this fall. 

• • I 

I I 
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Contempt Order for Village Center Building Work two buildings 
in the village 
center. - ------ -- Montague 
building 
inspector 
David Jensen 
says Golrick 
has refused to 
cooperate 

... with his 

I 
'----

- office by fail­
ing to take out 
permits and 
to coITect vio-
1 at ions 
involving 
junk cars and 
improperly 
stored waste 
oil. 

At 34 Ea.rt Main Street in Millers 'Falls, Jeanne Go/rick stands ~ the front door, where a sign in 
the windo111 reads, "'I have the authoriry to do it even !f I don't have it.' -David Jensen." Go/rick 
said this was a direct qu()te from Montague's building inspector, who has taken Go/rick to court for 

Conse­
quently, in 
September the 
town of 
Montague 
took Golrick working on the building without a permit, and for code violations. 
to comt and 

obtained a contempt order allow­
ing the town to board up 34 East 
Main Street, one of the vacant 
prope1ties in question. 

JONATHAN VON RANSON 
MILLERS FALLS - A number 
of buildings on the main street in 
downtown Millers Falls need 
work, but town officials aren't 

ISTANBUL from pg 11 
are engaged in shopping, eating, 
talking, catching a bus, buying 
flowers, meeting fi'iends, huny­
ing to an appointment, in life 
ongoing. 

Here in Fener, we live a few 
doors up from a grammar school. 
School begins at 8 a.m. and ends 
at 5:30 for younger students, at 6 
p.m. for older ones. This morn­
ing and once a week, at least, 
there are outdoor assemblies in 
the schoolyard where individual 
students make a speech in rous­
ing tones to their classmates, 
who cheer sporadically through­
out the speech. Each speech is 
caITied over loudspeakers, so the 
neighborhood participates, will­
ingly or not. 

This past Saturday we took a 
tour of the 550-year-old Greek 
school, once for boys only, but 
now coed. At this time there are 
only 50 students. The science 
room is also the art room. There 
are cabinets filled with 19th cen­
tmy teaching mate11als, includ­
ing some frightening examples 
of taxidermy, including what 
looks like a vampire bat, and a 
mimature ape-like creahrre 
straight out of Hollywood hoITor 
movies. The assembly hall is 
quite ornate and formal. The 
building exterior is a fortress­
like brick facade with tile and 
stone inse1ts breaking up the 
b11ck surface. 

Next, we go down thenaITow, 
winding hill a few doors to what 
once, 30 years ago, was the girls' 
school. 

With us is a young woman 

happy with some of the work 
that's being done to them. In fact, 
they're in litigation with one of 
the parties, Jeanne Goh'ick, who 
they say is doing renovations on 

named Maria who is the daugh­
ter of a Greek-Ame11can mother 
and a Turkish-Greek father 
whose family were forced out in 
the 1950's expulsion of Greeks 
and came to the U.S., settling in 
New Jersey. Maria is hoping to 
discover some of her family his­
tory dmmg the year she is stay­
ing in Turkey, and plans to write 
a novel about those experiences. 

The girls' school is in poor 
repair. The books left in the 
bookcases were published in the 
early 19th century and include a 
French translation of Homer's 
Odyssey, and other classical 
texts. Even the ancient Greek 
texts are bilingual, with French 
facing the Greek. 

In one of the classrooms on 
the first floor we linger over the 
desks which are bolted to the 
marble floor and have old-fash­
ioned lift-up tops painted yellow. 
W11tten on the underside of one 
desktop is a charming poem 
addressed, "To My Beloved 
Desk." 

Maria is looking closely at the 
scribbling around the poem. All 
of a sudden she says, "Isn't this 
weird? Here's a name that's 
exactly the same as my aunt's 
name." She calls her atmt in 
Greece on her cell. She asks, 
"Where did you go to school 
when you lived in Fener?" By 
the end of the phone call she 
knows her aunt was indeed the 
person whose name was written 
inside the yellow desk. 

As for the run-down building, 
there is interest in hllning it into 
a restaurant, because the fo1mer 

This week, Jensen said the 

Jay S. Lery 

HOMELESS from pg 1 
streets, and if one were to include 
transitional housing or other 
homeless programs, the number 
doubles. Levy said, "Over the 
course of the year, you can multi­
ply that number by six." 

Levy said veterans comprise 
roughly 13 percent of the home­
less population. 

Roughly 90 percent of the 
chronically homeless also have 
serious substance abuse issues, 
mental health issues, medical 
problems or, usually, all those 
problems combined. Levy, who 
has been working with homeless 
populations for over 20 years, 
said, "We know the people who 
don't get the help do actually 
die." 

Traditional homeless respons­
es place individuals into an emer­
gency shelter, later to have them 

playground has magnificent 
views of the park and 
water along the Golden Ill 
Hom. II ... ~ 

Next installment coming soon. 

building has not yet been board­
ed up, pending the job being con­
tracted out. He also mentioned 
that work appeared to have 
ceased on it since the comt order, 
though work appears to be con­
tinuing on the building to the rear 
of #34. Jensen said the owner­
ship of both buildings is tmclear. 

Goh'ick initially agreed to an 
interview with the Reporter to 
discuss the stand-off, but later 
called to cancel that appoint­
ment, saying her attorney had 
advised her not to talk to the 
press. 

The problem has been ongo­
ing for the better pait of a yeai·. 

Jensen finally inspected 34 
East Main Street this summer 
after obtaining a court order, and 
cited Goh'ick for failure to take 
out pe1mits for plumbing, elect:11-
cal and diywall work, and for 
tmning a one-family house into a 
two-family. Her failure to 
respond to the citations prompted 
the September comt action and 
contempt order. 

Elizabeth Stinehait, spokes­
person for the Massachusetts 
Depa1tment of Environmental 
Protection, said her agency con-

work their way into transitional 
housing and later still into per­
manent housing. Levy said earli­
er models of helping the home­
less are usually stymied either by 
programs demanding clients give 
up their ways of life or by clients' 
resistance to change. 

An innovation in response to 
this problem is Housing First, 
which puts homeless people 
immediately from the sti·eets into 
their own apartments. Other 
issues, like substance abuse or 
mental health, ai·e addressed only 
after permanent housing is 
secured. Levy explained, "It is 
not just housing. It is housing 
plus support se1vices." 

Levy, who oversees a nine­
person Housing First program, 
said 90 chronically homeless 
people in Western Massachusetts 
have been placed into housing 
over a 20-month pe110d using the 
new approach. Although he sees 
his work as a moral concern, 
Levy said state funders have 
another reason to like Housing 
First. "It is quite a bit cheaper to 
house people with support serv­
ices." 

Getting chronically homeless 
people into housing is itself a 
major step. "To the people who 
say 'they ai·e choosing to be out 
there,' I say they ai·e out there 
because they don't see the choic­
es as you see them," Levy contin­
ued. "I might think of it as help; 
they might think of it as dismp­
tion. It has to resonate in their 
world." 

"The centi·al question of out­
reach is how do you help those 
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ducted two site inspections at the 
prope1ty, including the gai·age at 
the reai·, on September 22nd and 
October 21st, and found a lai·ge 
quantity of what appeared to be 
waste oil stored improperly 
there. The DEP ordered Gomck 
to clean up the oil within 120 
days, using the se1vices of a 
licensed site professional. 

Downtown Millers Falls is 
only a few blocks long, and 
Tammy Berard, one of the own­
ers of the Millers Falls Pub, 
remarked that she's unllappy 
about the appeaiance of the other 
side of her street, East Main. "As 
a business owner in Millers Falls, 
when you're hying to build up 
the town, it's hai·d when you look 
across the sti·eet and nothing's 
being done," she said. "It's not 
just [#34], it's also the ones sur­
rounding it. If they could at least 
keep the front cleaned up, with 
weed whacking and things, it 
would be better." 

Berard added, "There's no 
pai·king in this town. If there's a 
condemned building, maybe take 
it down for pai·king. Or put in a 
la1mdi·omat. 

who are cleai·ly in need, but who 
communicate no need for help?" 
His answer is what Levy calls a 
preti·eatment approach, which 
focuses first on developing a 
relationship and building a com­
mon language with homeless 
clients rather than foisting ready­
made solutions on them. "The 
cai·dinal ntle of preti·eatment is 
you start where the people ai·e 
at." 

Levy outlines his preti·eatment 
method in his new book 
Homeless Narratives & 
Pretreatment Pathways: from 
Words to Housing. The book pro­
vides guidance to human service 
professionals on the int:11cacies of 
outi·each and engagement, and 
housing stabilization strategies 
for the most vulnerable. Fifteen 
percent of the book's profits will 
go to the National Alliance to 
End Homelessness. 

Levy's book is available at 
Boswell's Books (Shelburne 
Falls), Food for Thought Books 
(Amherst), and Broadside Books 
(No1thampton), or online via 
Amazon or Barnes & Noble, as 
well as through his web- ll!!!II 
site: www.jayslevy.com 1111 

EJICAVATIN& 
Fencing - Patios 

Walks, Walls Installed 
Loam - T1-ee W01k 

Compost-Mulch 
Septic Systems Installed 
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413-863-3652 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 
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194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
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Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367·2212 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 
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ZONING from pg 1 

ment constrains Bryant from 
any change of use or commer­
cial activity on the excluded 
land. 

In July, selectboard chair 
Richard Brazeau told B1yant she 
had gone around the letter of the 
law by leasing commercial 
gravel rights to Robe1ts and his 
partner Ed Stone without first 
notifying the town. By law, the 
town has the right of first refusal 
to purchase prope1ty once it is 
removed from Chapter 61-B. 

On Thursday, November 
18th, a divided zoning board 
heard competing arguments 
from attorney Mark Berson, 
representing abutters Robert and 
Georgiana Schmid and Peter 
and Joanne Zabko, and from 
attorney Mark Tanner, repre­
senting Bryant and Roberts. 

Berson argued that the board 
should not grant a special pennit 
for expanded gravel mining on 
B1yant's property, as it would 
have a negative impact on the 
prope1ty values of the abutters, 
would spoil their view of Mount 
Toby, would create noise, dust, 
and increased truck traffic, 
would produce Ininimal eco­
noinic benefit for the town, and 
was not justified by a pressing 
need. Berson presented an 
appraisal of the Schinid and 
Zabko prope1ties perfo1med by 
Levitch Associates of 
Greenfield on November 8th of 
this year. That appraisal fotmd 
that doubling the size of the cur­
rent gravel pit (Robe1ts current­
ly excavates some gravel and 
runs a landscaping business on 
acreage purchased previously 

from Bryant, abutting her prop­
e1ty to the north) would reduce 
the abutters' property values by 
20%. 

Tanner presented case law to 
the zoning board which he said 
showed that the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court had pre­
viously recognized that houses 
which abut business districts are 
not w01th as much as residences 
that do not abut commercial dis­
tricts. That fact cannot be used 
to disqualify special pe1mits for 
new businesses in commercial 
zones, he said. Therefore, the 
board should not take into con­
sideration the purported decline 
in property values that may 
result from enlarging the gravel 
mining operat ion in the com­
mercial zone on the west side of 
Route 63. This is one of 
Leverett's few commercial 
zones, and a gravel mining oper­
ation may exist by special per­
mit in a commercial zone, 
Tanner said. 

Tanner gave additional case 
law to the board which he said 
showed that the board should 
not consider the impact to an 
abutter's view in granting a spe­
cial pennit, unless that view is 
specifically protected by zon­
ing. Zoning in Leverett makes 
no provision for protecting 
views. 

Berson gave copies of a letter 
signed by ten abutters or near 
neighbors to the property, 
including Art and Grace 
Meldon, Steve and Jennifer 
Bergin, Rosie McMahon, Blair 
Maerowitz, the Zabkos and the 
Schinids, which read, in part, 
"The proposed gravel pit not 
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only would affect our current 
and fuhue way of life and 
health, but would ... also have 
an effect on the ability to sell 
our homes. Most people would 
not choose to live directly 
across from a gravel pit. Many 
of us have lived in this neigh­
borhood for 3 5 years, and done 
our best to be good stewards of 
the land. We have made 
improvements to our homes and 
prope1ties, and take pride in 
what we have accomplished." 

Earlier in the hearing, Tanner 
presented a revised site plan, 
deliiniting his clients' offer to 
move the front line of the gravel 
pit 200 feet back from Route 63, 
with the rim of the pit shielded 
behind a be1m, to liinit the visi­
ble impact of the operation. 

Nonetheless, Berson said, "A 
special pe1mit shall be granted 
by the board only if the pro­
posed use will not have an 
adverse affect on the town or the 
neighborhood. My clients are in 
the neighborhood of this pro­
posal." He added, "This is no 
longer a neighborhood gravel 
pit grandfathered in to serve a 
few customers. This is going to 
be a serious, commercial gravel 
operation and it doesn't belong 
in this neighborhood." 

Berson also made the point, 
"There are half Inillion dollar 
homes across the way. They did­
n't sign on for this. This is sub­
stantial real estate. This is what 
this town is all about. Real 
estate. Rural living. That's what 
maintains your tax base, your 
schools, everything." 

Bryant pointed out that grav­
el mining had been going on at 
her property, off and on, for 
more than six decades. "If you 
can't put anything on commer­
cial land because the abutters 
don't want it, what is the point 
of having commercial land in 
Leverett? It is commercial land. 
They [the abutters] knew that 
when they bought [their 
homes]." 

After hearing from the 
lawyers, the board began their 
discussion of the request. Lany 
Farber said he did not believe it 
was Roberta Bryant's responsi­
bility ''to maintain the view for 
the neighbors." 

Nancy Paulin said, "I would 

GI\E.ENFIELO Local 

hate to be in a sihiation watch­
ing a field across from me get 
crushed." Nevertheless, she 
eventually sided with Farber to 
suppo1t the special pennit. 

Farber continued, "It will 
affect prope1ty values. On the 
other hand, it is on Route 63, 
which is the major state road 
through Leverett. There is com­
mercial traffic up and down that 
road," regardless of the outcome 
of the hearing, Farber added. 

Farber emphasized the pro­
posed expansion of gravel min­
ing would be taking place in one 
of Leverett's few commercial 
zones. "Unfo1tunately, a gravel 
pit occupies a special hell in 
people's thoughts." 

Farber said he was not satis­
fied with the remediation done 
to the old gravel mining area on 
B1yant's property, and said he 
would require a bond from 
Roberts to insure any land 
involved in an expansion of 
gravel mining was eventually 
restored. 

Cynthia Baldwin noted that 
the property was originally 
zoned commercial to allow for a 
greenhouse in the area, a com­
mercial use she said was a far 
cry from gravel mining. "I don't 
think zoning that nms down the 
Iniddle of the road means that is 
the end of the neighborhood." 
The commercial zone in ques­
tion begins on the west side of 
Route 63, the residential zone 
adjoins it on the east side. 

Brian Werner, who joined 
Baldwin in opposing the special 
pe1mit, disinissed the possibility 
of fuhll'e restoration after gravel 
mining. He said, "Wiping out 
the land is the worst possible 
use - that's a gravel pit. We're 
really wiping out what's pre­
cious in this town, in the sense 
that there isn't much open 
meadow land that's accessible, 
that you can see from the road." 

Richard Godsey, of 446 Long 
Plain Road, recused himself 
from voting due to his proxiini­
ty to the B1yant property. 
Nonetheless, he made his feel­
ings plain. "I've been 27 years 
on the board. There have been a 
number of cases where the 
board has worked to preserve 
open land and mral character. It 
would seem to be in the town's 
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interest to preserve that mead­
ow. This is a hill town. Brushy 
Mountain takes up most of the 
land in Leverett. It's forever 
when you dig that land up." 

Werner suggested the town 
could make an offer to purchase 
the meadow land from B1yant 
using Community Prese1vation 
Cominittee funds. The town's 
right of first refusal in consider­
ation of the change of use of the 
land from Chapter 61-B hovered 
on the border of the board's dis­
cussion, but did not specifically 
weigh on the matter at hand -
whether or not to allow the 
expansion of gravel mining at 
Bryant's property by special 
pe1mit. 

After moderating the discus­
sion for more than an hour, it 
was the chair's hun to speak. 
Don Putnam said, "I can see 
hardships on both sides. I'm 
tending to lean toward Larry 
Farber's view. This is a pe1mit­
ted use in a commercial district. 
I have seen reclaimed gravel 
pits that are really very attrac­
tive." 

He made a reference to 
reclaimed land in Stmderland, 
and Baldwin interrupted, "I 
think that's te1rible, along Bull 
Hill Road. You used to see hills, 
now you see arbor vitae. There 
used to be beautiful crops there 
- now that's all gone." 

Putnam persevered. "The 
two or three lots that are zoned 
commercial in this town are 
worth protecting, to allow some 
commercial use in the town." 
Speaking of the long- time grav­
el mining that has gone on at 
that prope1ty, Putnam said, "I'm 
not convinced the mining activ­
ity is going to be any worse than 
it has been in the last 63 years." 

By this, Putnam, who has 
made a living in the trades him­
self, recalled that the town of 
Leverett has long taken gravel 
from that bank. 

In an inte1view after the 
meeting, Putnam said, "Robe1ta 
B1yant had always given gravel 
or sold gravel to the town," back 
when Larry Laclaire was nm­
ning the gravel pit. "Whether 
she gave it to them, or charged 
25 or 50 cents a yard, the cost of 
gravel is little to nothing; it's the 
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TURKEY from pg 10 
oration to camouflage their 
location in the bmsh. They are 
ve1y dedicated mothers to their 
average 12-15 offspring, called 
a clutch. Hens will lay one egg 
a day beginning in April, with 
an incubation period of 28 days. 
They stay on the ground until 
the flock learns to roost in trees 
overnight. Hens rear the entire 
clutch until the following 
March. 

cuts (an alert call, the turkey 
equivalent of "get home 
now!"). The kee-kee is the call 
of the adolescent bird. Yotmg 
birds practicing in the woods 
before learning to fully utilize 
their throat can sotmd like a dog 
yelping in pain. (For an exam­
ple of this sotmd, please see the 
Montague Reporter's blog, 
montaguereporter.blogspot.com 
for a video of Joe Judd making 
this distinct call!) 

htmters are no threat to the wild 
hrrkey [population]." Turkey 
season in Massachusetts opened 
in 1980 with 63 permits. 
Currently, the state offers a 
spring and fall season, with 
15,000 pe1mits issued annually. 
Turkeys are hard to htmt, aver­
ages of only 2500 birds are 
actually ha1vested. In the spring 
season, only gobblers can be 
taken, so clutches are not aban­
doned. 

ONE MORE GUEST EDITORIAL 

The Best President 

Hens can be more dangerous 
than males, as males tend to 
only be assertive in the mating 
season, in early spring. Judd 
said a protective hen can be 
"one nasty bird!" Hens raise 
their clutches independent of a 
mate. If the spring proves to be 
damaging to the flock, hens can 
produce a second clutch, but 
must huny to ready the group 
for the quickly coming winter. 

Male and female adolescent 
turkeys tend to look identical 
until the following spring. 
Often, the only way to distin­
guish them from the hens is to 
compare the width of the breast. 
A jake, a yotmg male, may dis­
play the large tail, but the tail 
feathers tend to be of various 
lengths, verses the symmetrical 
tail of the mahrre gobbler. 

Turkeys make more sounds 
than just the well-known gob­
ble. There are clucks, purrs and 

DIEMAND from pg 5 
barbecues, which are available 
in spring, summer and fall. 

Not too much has changed on 
the egg side of the business. The 
fa1m uses a two-tiered cage sys­
tem, with a 15,000 hen capacity. 
The layers are purchased at one 
day old from West Wind Farm 
in Ithaca, NY. They arrive in 
scheduled shipments of 3,000 
for systematic rotation of birds 
in and out of production. By 
five or six months old, the 
yotmg pullets strut laying. Their 
eai·liest eggs are generally small 
and sometimes double yolked. 

There are currently 9,000 
laying hens on the fa1m, with 
3,000 pullets that will begin lay­
ing in early Janua1y. Pullet eggs 
are not always available, but are 
coveted by pastiy chefs. 

Turkeys are the eating 
machines of the bird world! 
They eat most anything, but 
popular items are sumac, grass­
es, hicko1y nuts, bearbeny, 
crabapples and grasshoppers. 
They prefer acorns in the fall, as 
they need to build up a fat pack­
et on their breast for winter. 
Any item hard to digest is held 
in the crop, a pocket in the 
throat, tmtil softened. Turkeys 
also need to drink daily, so can 
usually be found near fresh 
water. 

Turkeys have amazing eye­
sight, but virtually no sense of 
smell. They can hear well, so 
it's rare to experience them 
close at hand. Turkeys can 
sense movement better than 
white-tailed deer, Judd said. He 
explained turkeys are extremely 
shy; photographing them up 
close is difficult. 

Judd stated, "I guarantee 

Layers live about two years 
on the farm before being phased 
out. In the past, the old layers 
were sold to Campbell's Soup. 
But in recent years, the birds ai·e 
"New York dressed," meaning 
they are killed, bled out, de­
feathered and sold as fowl with 
the head, feet and gizzards 
intact. They are popular with 
many Asian immigrants and a 
growing number of Russian, 
Moldavian and African immi­
grants who buy directly from 
the farm. Some are local and 
some ti·avel from as far away as 
Fitchburg and Lowell. 

The farm now employs 
Russian and Moldavian immi­
grant workers. The first one 
was sponsored through church 
connections by Peter Diemand, 
and the practice has continued. 

Joe Judd has lived in 
Shelburne since 1974. He 
writes for several spo1ting pub­
lications, as well as being a 
Quaker Boy Game Calls Pro 
Staff employee. He also hosts 
the show On the Ridge on 
Shelbume's Falls Cable chan­
nel. He was a three te1m presi­
dent of the state chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey 
Federation. 

Most of us will see real 
sh1ffed turkey on Thanksgiving, 
but you can see one any time of 
the year by visiting the Great 
Falls Discovery Center. To find 
out more about activities like 
Judd's presentation, go to their 
website www.greatfallsma.org 
or join the Friends of the Great 
Falls Discovery Center face­
book page. 

Happy Turkey Day! 

u 
Among the things Annie 

Diemand said she is thankful for 
these days is the 100% turn­
arotmd in attitude toward agri­
culttmd professions. Years ago, 
fanners were underappreciated, 
she said, but now annotmcing 
you're a farmer in a roomful of 
people is likely to result in 
exclamations of admiration. 

Diemand attributes much of 
the change in attihlde to CISA's 
(the Community Involved in 
Sustaining Agriculhlre) "Local 
Hero" campaign. For the 
Diemand Farm, CISA has also 
helped with year rotmd market­
ing and grant applications. 

Diemand Farm received a 
Depaitment of Agriculhlre grant 
about 15 years ago to create a 
mamrre storage shed, to help 
protect groundwater. A 

Since MontagueMA.net 
corkboard subscribers as well as 
many voters in this nation seem 
to be busy flushing the Obama 
presidency down the toilet, let's 
have a little poll to dete1mine the 
"best" president since the end of 
WW2. 

I think that would only be fair. 
Sta1t with Harry "the Buck 

Stops Here" Tmman, to our 
"Golden Years" under 
Eisenhower through the 
Kennedy Camelot and pool par­
ties, to LBJ's New Society and 
the Vietnam years, to "Tricky 
Dick" Nixon, to Gerald, "How 
Did I Become President" Ford, 
to Jimmy and Billy Carter, to 
Ronnie Reagan and that mon­
key, to Bush, "Read My Lips: 
No New Taxes" the 1st, to Bill, 
"I Never Had Sex with that 
Woman," 
"Whitewater, 

Clinton 
What 

or 
is 

Massachusetts farm viability 
matching grant in 1998 helped 
build the first of the three out­
door ranges for the ttrrkeys, and 
allowed the farm to upgrade 
equipment. A second viability 
grant in 2007 bought new freez­
ers and coolers - twice the size 
of the old ones - vastly increas­
ing reliability and energy effi­
ciency. In addition, the fa1m 
has received a small grant to 
investigate the feasibility of 
building a ttrrkey shelter roofed 
with a photovoltaic affay. 

You can visit on the farm on 
Facebook and see photos of 
thousands of free range turkeys, 
miniahlre farm animals and 
more. Better yet, follow the 
signs and visit the fa1m in per­
son on Mo1mon Hollow Road. 

Tours are available on a lim-

Whitewater?" to Bush the 2nd 
(P.S. "Dad, Thanks for all the 
Great Friends you Sent Me, like 
Dick Cheney") to Obama, "Hey, 
I've Only Been Here Two Years, 
Give Me Some Time." 

No wonder comedians make 
a fo1ttme off of American poli­
tics. And some of those comedi­
ans can be seen nightly on CNN, 
FOX, CNBC or the Comedy 
Channel. George Carlin, you 
died way too soon. 

So, to be the first to jump into 
this highly accurate poll, I vote 
for President Harry Tmman. 
Yeah, he might have given 
Eastern Europe to the Soviets 
after WWII, but at least he stood 
up for his daughter against a 
critic, even though she could not 
sing or play the piano. 

Give 'em Hell, Harry. 
- Don Clegg 

Turners Falls 
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ited basis from late spring to 
early November. It's best to call 
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A.1.1d tl1.e wi1111er • IS .... 

Gabriel Rice, age 7, of Turners Falls, (left) shakes a brown paper sack .ft/led 1vith a dozen names of recent Wendell subscribers to the Montague Reporter on Saturdl!J. In the second photo, he 
draws the 1vinning name for the Wendell subscription drive and Thanksgiving raffle. In the third photo, he shows the grand prize 1vinner to the camera. When she learned she had won the $50 gift 

certificate to the Diemand Egg Farm, Claudia Pommer chose to donate her prize to the Friends of Wendel4 a local charity that helps Wendell citizens in need. 
Rice then proceeded to pick the next five winners, who all received second prize gift certificates to Wendell's premier dining and entertainment night spot - the Deja Brew Pub. Thank you, Gabriel! 

ZONING from page 10 
gravel is little to nothing; 
it's the trucking that is 
the expensive part," 
Putnam explained. 
"Larry Laclaire, Ed 
Stone, Richie Roberts, 
they're really looking for 
the income they get from 
trucking." 

"In those days," 
Putnam went on, "the 
excavation was nowhere 
near the edge of the 
road." When Larry 
Laclaire started his own 
landscaping business up 
the road in Sunderland, 
Richie Roberts took over 

the existing agreement 
with Bryant for removing 
gravel from the land, 
Putnam said. 

"They're going to take 
gravel from the easiest 
place, right next to the 
driveway. They kept 
corning closer and closer 
to the road." 

Putnam said Roberts 
then purchased land in 
two parcels from Bryant, 
and continued removing 
some gravel from the pit, 
and also used it as a loca­
tion to store materials for 
local landscapers to pick 
up: bark mulch, pea 

stone, TRG. 
"There weren't huge 

trucks coming in and 
out," said Putnam, until 
this summer, when exca­
vation at UMass required 
the trucking of large 
amounts of fill, which 
Roberts used to line the 
banks of the existing 
gravel pit, to maintain 
required slopes. Trucks 
were hauling material up 
63 from UMass to 
Robert's land, and also to 
Ed Stone's pit in 
Montague, and further up 
to Northfield. "Trucks 
were driving by eve1y ten 

minutes, all day long. It 
was an unusual summer," 
Putnam noted. 

At about this point in 
time, Roberts and Stone 
acquired the right to mine 
gravel on five acres of 
B1yant's land, apparently 
after Roberts discovered 
that he had strayed across 
the survey line and had 
ah'eady begun mining 
gravel on her land. 

"So not only was fill 
going in, but gravel was 
going out," said Putnam. 
"Neighbors and towns­
people called the select­
board, and at that point 
the selectboard said, 
'This land is under 
Chapter 61-B' ." 

your community non-prom newspaper cordially invites you to a 
At last Thursday's 

meeting, Putnam carried 
, out a brief back-and-forth 

with Donald Robinson, 
chair of the Board of 
Assessors, who insisted 
he still had not seen a 
copy of the agreement 
granting commercial 
mining rights to Roberts 
and Stone on Bryant's 
Chapter 61-B protected 
property. Putnam 
allowed, "The town may 
have to take Roberta to 
court for violation 61-B. 
I still feel it's a use per­
mitted in one of the few 
commercial zones in 
town." 
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ever since I've been in 
town. It's not a Warner 
Brothers gravel pit. We 
can put restrictions on it 
to keep it from becoming 
a Wamer Brothers gravel 
pit." 

But Werner pointed 
out the purported lease of 
commercial rights to 
Roberts and Stone is said 
to extend for only ten 
years, for a five acre lot. 
"The rate of extraction is 
going to be much, much 
faster," than the neigh­
borhood had seen in the 
past. "Otherwise it's 
going to be commercially 
unfeasible," he claimed. 

Baldwin said, "If you 
asked the people of 
Leverett, it's having a 
ve1y significant impact 
on the neighborhood 
character and open space 
to uphold the commercial 
zone. We're here to 
reflect the will of the 
town, and the bylaws 
give us the power to 
determine," whether or 
not a special permit is 
warranted in each 
instance. "I think the 
neighborhood character 
is more than just where 
the zoning ends." 

Farber proposed set­
ting a 7 am. to 6 p.m. 
limit on operations for 
the expanded gravel pit, 
with a limit of one truck 
per hour, and a land-

scaped berm to buffer the 
view. Farber's motion 
garnered the votes of 
Paulin and Putnam, with 
Werner and Baldwin 
opposed. Godsey did not 
vote. The seventh ZBA 
member, Bruce Cohen, 
was not present for the 
hearing. 

According to Chapter 
40-A, Section 9 of the 
Massachusetts General 
Laws, "A special permit 
issued by a special permit 
granting authority [ZBA] 
shall require a two-thirds 
vote of boards with more 
than five members, [ or] a 
vote of at least four mem­
bers of a five member 
board." With three in 
favor, two opposed, the 
motion failed. 

Roberts said he did not 
think the decision was 
right. "I just think it's 
zoned commercial," he 
said. "They were talking 
like it wasn't zoned that 
way." 

As 11:00 p.m. came 
and went, Roberts and 
B1yant huddled with their 
attorney in a downstairs 
room at town hall, dis­
cussing their next steps. 
Asked afte1wards if he 
planned to appeal the 
ZBA's decision in court, 
Roberts said only, "Time 
will tell 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Pam Veith Real Estate 
@a& ¢CD~~ m ... u 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 0 1360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498·0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-9166 
ABA. CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES,C8R Home Fax: 413·863-0218 
REALTOR' Email bedson 1@comcast.net 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Sodium - How Much is Too Much 
mon in older people. It is caused 
by dehydration from not getting 
enough fluid. 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I've noticed 
that food labels list sodium con­
tent, but the numbers mean noth­
ing to me. How much is bad? 

Diet experts recommend a 
daily consumption of less than 
2,400 milligrams (mg), the 
amount of sodium in a teaspoon 
of table salt. If you have high 
blood pressure, your doctor may 
advise limiting your intake to 
1,500 mg of sodium a day. 

High-sodium diets are linked 
to increased blood pressure and a 

HOMELESS from pg 1 
cold holiday season, homeless­
ness in Franklin County was 
recently highlighted during the 
town of Greenfield's effo1ts to 
deal with tent residents in the so­
called "Jungle" along its railroad 
tracks. Earlier this month, Mayor 
William F. Maitin announced the 
Jungle had been cleared and all 
its residents successfolly housed. 

Western Massachusetts has, 
on a given night, about 500 peo­
ple in shelters or out on the 
streets, and if one were to include 
transitional housing or other 
homeless programs, the number 
doubles. Levy said, "Over the 
course of the year, you can multi­
ply that number by six." 

Levy said veterans comprise 
roughly 13 percent of the home­
less population. 

Roughly 90 percent of the 
chronically homeless also have 
serious substance abuse issues, 
mental health issues, medical 
problems or, usually, all those 
problems combined. Levy, who 
has been working with homeless 
populations for over 20 years, 
said, "We know the people who 
don't get the help do actually 
die." 

Traditional homeless respons­
es place individuals into an emer­
gency shelter, later to have them 
work their way into transitional 

greater risk for heait disease and 
stroke. Reducing the amount of 
sodium you consume can help 
lower blood pressure or prevent it 
from developing. Less sodium 
also makes blood-pressure med­
ications more efficient. 

Table salt (sodium chloride) is 
not the only problem. The main 
sources of sodium in the average 
U.S. diet are: 5 percent added 
while cooking, 6 percent added 
while eating, 12 percent from 
natural sources and 77 percent 
from processed foods. 

Most of the body's sodium is 
in blood and other fluids. Sodium 
helps keep fluids in a n01mal bal­
ance and helps maintain normal 
ne1ve and muscle fonction. The 
body gets sodium through eating 

housing and later still into pe1ma­
nent housing. Levy said earlier 
models of helping the homeless 
are usually stymied either by pro­
grams demanding clients give up 
their ways of life or by clients' 
resistance to change. 

An innovation in response to 
this problem is Housing First, 
which puts homeless people 
immediately from the streets into 
their own apartments. Other 
issues, like substance abuse or 
mental health, are addressed only 
after permanent housing is 
secured. Levy said, "It is not just 
housing. It is housing plus sup­
port se1vices." 

Levy, who oversees a nine­
person Housing First program, 
said 90 chronically homeless 
people in Western Massachusetts 
have been placed into housing 
over a 20-month period using the 
new approach. Although he sees 
his work as a moral concern, 
Levy said state funders have 
another reason to like Housing 
First. "It is quite a bit cheaper to 
house people with suppo1t se1vic­
es." 

Getting chronically homeless 
people into housing is itself a 
major step. "To the people who 
say 'they ai·e choosing to be out 
there,' I say they ai·e out there 
because they don't see the choic­
es as you see them," Levy said. "I 

and drinking, and loses it by 
sweating and urinating. Healthy 
kidneys maintain a consistent 
level of sodium in the body by 
adjusting the amount excreted in 
the urine. 

Seniors have to be especially 
carefol about sodium consump­
tion because their bodies can't 
handle it as well as they did when 
they were younger. Here are 
some reasons: 

• Kidneys may not work as 
well as they once did. 

• As we age, we ai·e not as sen­
sitive to thirst and may not drink 
fluids when we need them. 

• About 45 percent of body 
weight is fluid in healthy older 
people, compared with 60 per­
cent in younger people. Even a 

might think of it as help; they 
might think of it as dismption ... 
it has to resonate in their world." 

"The central question of out­
reach," Levy said, "is how do you 
help those who are cleai'ly in 
need, but who communicate no 
need for help?" His answer is 
what he calls a pretreatment 
approach, which focuses first on 
developing a relationship and 
building a common language 
with homeless clients rather than 
foisting ready-made solutions on 
them. Levy said, "The cardinal 
mle of pretreatment is you stait 
where the people are at." 

Levy outlines his pretreatment 
method in his new book 
Homeless Narratives & 
Pretreatment Pathways: from 
Words to Housing. The book pro­
vides guidance to human se1vice 
professionals on the intricacies of 
outreach and engagement, and 
housing stabilization strategies 
for the most vulnerable. Fifteen 
percent of the book's profits will 
go to the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness. 

Levy's book is available at 
Boswell's Books (Shelburne 
Falls), Food for Thought Books 
(Amherst), and Broadside Books 
(No1thampton), or online via 
Amazon or Barnes & Noble, as 
well as through his website: 
www.jayslevy.com. 

slight loss of fluid and sodium in 
a senior can cause health prob­
lems. 

• Some older people have 
physical problems that prevent 
them from getting something to 
drink. 

Hyponatremia is a low sodium 
level in blood. In seniors, this can 
be caused by water retention 
brought on by heart failure. 

Hypematremia is a high sodi­
um level in blood. This is com-

Local, Organic Produce, 

Deli, <'al in or take out, 

llakery Specialities, 

Symptoms ofhyponatremia or 
hypematremia are usually more 
severe in older people. For exam­
ple, hyponatremia can cause con­
fosion, agitation, or lethargy. 

About nine out of ten 
Americans consume too much 
sodium. How can you cut down? 
In my next column, I'll give you 
some tips to reduce your sodium 
intake. 

If you have a question, write to 
fred@ healthygeezer.com. 

.\'teat & Cheese, Natural Groc<'ries, 

Suppl.-m,•uu & Body Ca,·,·. It,•ms, 1ttlil\lOro11Ni1i 
@ Monthly Stlecials 1'"'"""··•· • .., ....... ,, 

• M•rlot l,Urk.•t 

CO.OPERA Tl\$ 
Green Fields Market l\1cCusker's Market 

144 Main St.,Greenfield 3 State Street, Shelburne Falls 
Mon-Fri 8-8 Open Daily 

Sat 9 6, Sun 10 5 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
(413) 773-9567 (413) 625-9411 

www.frankl1ncommunity.coop 

-----------------------
Gary's Coins and Antiques 

GoTCOINS? 
Wanted 

US COINS 

PAPER MONEY 

OBSOLETE NOTES 

1964, 65, 66, 67, 69, KENNEDY HALVES 

GoLD AND STERLING $IL VER 

115 Avenue A I 413-834-4615 
Hours: Thu & Fri, 3:30 - 7 pm; Sat & Sun 11 am - 5 pm 

Also Selling U.S. Coins and Paper Money 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU UPINNGIL ~ 
~ 411 Main Road __ it 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Home/Office 
413-659-0250 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.totprodj.net 

Bryan G Hobbs 
94 South Prospect St. 
Millers Falls 

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 
We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages/Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

otlSUlJ-~ 

25 MIii•~ FaUs Ro: lz ,S, (413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Jonathan Abbott 
SSI I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: ( 413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

w Gill ·}i 
__J 413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8-'7 

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat, 

Potatoes and Winter Squash 

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter. 
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....... 
BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB­
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
''That'll put hairs on ya chest," 
commented Brian Dubin, house­
guest of the Ba1tlett family, tak­
ing a swig of the gin and tonic 
that Geny Baitlett had prepared. 
The Dubins - Brian, Sylvia, and 
Maggie, were seated across from 
Jayden and Geny. The Baitletts 
watched with amazement as the 

two adult Aussies downed their 
drinks with gusto, then asked if 
Geny had any beer in the fridge. 

"Tell us about life in 
Adelaide," prompted Geny. 

"Oh my god, I am so glad to 
be away from there," began 20-
year-old Maggie. "They call the 
suburb we live in Paradise -
what a joke! We get these bloody 
heat waves in the summer - the 
temperature's above 40 friggin 
degrees for days on end - that's 
over 104 degrees your 

LIBRARY TRUSTEE POSITION 
The Montague Board of 

Libra1y Trustees is seeking 
interested candidates for a 
vacant Libra1y Trustee posi­
tion. This vacancy remains 
since elections in May. 
Montague residents should 
submit a letter of interest to the 
Montague Board of Libra1y 
Trustees, 201 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 by 
December 15th. Final appoint-

ment to this vacant slot is a 
Board of Selectmen responsi­
bility. Applications will be 
reviewed by the Tmstees and 
fo1wai·ded to the Selectboard. 
This position is only in effect 
tmtil the next town election in 
May. For further info1mation, 
please contact Susan 
Sansoucie at the Carnegie 
Library, 863-3214. 

SIMONSTAMP.COM 
Sales /Design/Manufacturing 

(Full time with benefits) 
We're a growing internet seller of personalized 
products, such as engraved signs, embossing seals 
and rubber stamps. An interesting, fast paced job is 
open. Responsibilities include providing technical 
assistance to our internet customers (we'll train 
you) typesetting & designing stamps, proofreading, 
invoicing, QA, assembly, shipping, and operating 
our state of the art laser engravers. 
Required skills: -Windows XP/7 -ability to pay 
close attention to small details, excellent English 
language proficiency, top-notch customer service 
Helpful skills: -PhotoShop/CorelDraw/desktop 
publishing, Spanish or French language proficiency, 
internet marketing 
info@simonstamp.com ( 413) 863-6800 
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Fahrenheit. If you go outside 
without sun protection for an 
hour, you can get first degree 
bums. This bloke I know had to 
have surgery - his skin blistered 
up after he was out in the stm put­
ting up a tent for just one hour!" 

Maggie's mother Sylvia 
added, "Last summer it got so hot 
the rail lines melted, so the trains 
got cancelled. Then our electrici­
ty went out because they didn't 
have enough water to nm the 
coal-generated power station." 

"And in the bush neai· us it's 
even worse," Maggie explained. 
"Eve1y four days there's another 
suicide - we've got depression 
clinics everywhere because all 
the fanns are dtying up and the 
faimers can't make a living." 

"We get ferocious bush fires 
- we call em 'mega-fires'," 
Brian interjected. "In Victoria, 
200 people died last year -
worst disaster ever in Australia 
- 100 kilometer an hour winds, 
trees exploding - flames that go 
up 100 meters high. Those fires 
killed a quarter of Victoria's 
koalas and kangaroos, mate." 

"The bush fires start earlier 
each year," Maggie added. 

"But why don't you think 
things will improve?" Jayden 
Baitlett asked. 

"It's all about climate change, 
lovie," said Sylvia. "Sidney has­
n't got water either. Darwin's got 
nasty monsoons and malaria and 
it gets as hot as Adelaide in the 
summer, only it's all ho1ribly 

sticky." 
♦♦♦ 

Later that evening, Jayden 
knocked on the newly installed 
door off the front hall and was let 
in by her cousin Maggie. As she 
stepped into the new apartment, 
Jayden maiveled at how quickly 
her mother's design studio had 
been transfo1med into an inviting 
and comfo1table living space. 
Beverly had even installed a 
Christmas tree, complete with lit­
tle white LED lights. 

"Did you know that my mom 
ordered all eco-friendly furniture 
for your apartment?" Jayden 
commented. 

"Cool. What does that mean, 
'eco-friendly'?" Maggie asked. 

"The couch, the table and 
chairs and bed all came from this 
company, Zola Furnishings. They 
say in their brochure that all the 
wood is from sustainably man­
aged forests, and their fabric is 
organic cotton or hemp. They use 
kapok for stuffing - it's from 
some tropical tree." 

"It's really great that your 
mum and dad ai·e so concerned 
about the environment," said 
Maggie. "In Australia, people 
talk a lot about climate change 
but they don't do anything. You 
want to know the worst thing? 
The politicians are a btmcha 
boofheads - they depend too 
much on money from filthy coal 
companies to listen ta people who 
are hmting. Did you know 
Australia's the world's largest 
exporter of coal? Almost all of 
our electricity comes from coal. 
Even though coal is the worst for 
the CO2 emissions that causes 
global waiming! It's big, big 
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money for the country, so the 
government does bugger all 
about it." 

"We have the same problems 
here, too," Jayden said. "I think 
maybe half our electricity here is 
from coal, and it's not like we're 
going to stop using it anytime 
soon. I heard the southwestem 
states in the US ai·e in this huge 
dt·ought and nmning out of water 
- like in Australia. But after the 
Climate Change conference in 
Denmark was over, we hai·dly 
ever hear any more about global 
wa1ming or climate change in the 
news." 

"Aren't you sick of all this 
denial?" Maggie ranted. 'This is 
totally the biggest threat to life on 
ea1th! ! ! If people don't stop 
dumping CO2 into the air, there's 
going to be fires, flooding, 
dt·ought, hunicanes and diseases 
eve1ywhere! There must be other 
people willing to fight these big 
corporations and tell politicians 
we've got to stop using fossil 
fuels right now!" exclaimed 
Maggie. "I need to do something 
besides just talk about it." 

"I met someone in Boston last 
yeai· from this organization called 
Rising Tide. She said she and 
some other friends blockaded a 
coal power plant. They did a sit­
in, and some of them got anest­
ed." Jayden explained. 

"Can you help me find out 
how I can join Rising Tide?" 

"Sure," Jayden said, flipping 
up her cell phone. "But first, can 
I show you a picture of my 
boyfriend,Alex?" 

Continued next issue ... 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Illegal Dumping, Break In, Vehicle Fire 

turbance on Third Street. 

Wednesday, Il/17 
9:10 a.m. Animal complaint 
at Sheffield School. 
Investigated. 
II:53 p.m. Safety hazard 
behind Turners Falls Pizza 
House. Services rendered. 
7:41 p.m. Suspicious auto at 
Carroll's Market in Millers 
Falls. Services rendered. 
8:16 p.m. Loud noise dis­
turbance on West Main 
Street. Peace restored. 

Thunday. 11/18 
12:18 a.m. Open door/ 

window at the transfer sta­
tion. Secured building. 
8:38 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Unity Street. 
Report taken. 
5:05 p.m. Illegal dumping 
011 Old Northfield Road. 
Referred to other agency. 
5:44 p.m. Threatening/ 
harassment at Franklin 
Regional Housing Authority 
011 Canal Road. Services ren­
dered. 

Friday, ll/19 
8:56 a.m. Suspicious auto 

on South Prospect Street. 
Report taken. 
9:5 I a.m. Assault at Turners 
Falls High School. Report 
taken. 
Saturday, ll/20 
7:32 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering at Eagle 
Automotive 011 Second 
Street. Investigated. 
9:43 p.m. Vehicle fue on 
Mormon Hollow Road. 
Services rendered. 
Sunday, ll/21 
3:20 a.m. Loud noise dis-

y con uct. 
II:55 p.m. Assist Erving 
police at French King Bridge. 
Services rendered. 
Monday, U/22 
7:30 a.m. Suspicious person 
at Highland bus stop in 
Millers Falls. No such per­
son can be found. 
9:16 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Greenfield 
Road. 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR $8.00 / WK PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

PG°TbR WATtRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f~\<;:~\~1
~ 978-544-6534 w~~~ell 

~-raii.'\---~ ..... ~-~--~-~ 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

Affordable Home Financing for VA & FHA Loans 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metlife.com 

All loonssuqectlo~ Cemi'l<m<flions ardleesappty.~fimncs,g pnM:led I>,> 
Mellfetbne Loans, a<Mial olMeffle Bank. NA Eq.Jal Hoosirg Lender.COO:S tETI.JFE. NC. @ 
PEAMJTS©Uriled Feawre Syrr:ficate, Inc. l.0900>294(~1",1 SlateslOC) UNDER BC1 

Locally owned since 1941 
.ii. 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

.ADIATOR • :. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illing 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Junior Duck 
Stamp Exhibit Reception, 1 to 3 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24h 
Montague Grange: Mid-Week 
Contra Dance with David Kaynor. 
7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Ron and 
Adrian Meck, Traditional and 
Contemporary, Celtic and Folk. 9 
to 11 p.m 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Ghost Quartet, 9:30 p.m. Free. 

z p.m. Local student artists, win-
~ ners of the Massachusetts 2010 
~ Junior Duck Stamp (JDS) com-
~ petition! The art is judged in four 
z I age group categories in a 
8 statewide competition, and the 
g entry judged Best of Show 

moves on to 
represent 
Massachusetts 
in the national 
JDS competi­
tion. View the 
exhibit through 
December 
18th, Fridays & 
Saturdays 10 
to 4 pm. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Nexus, 
Harmonic Eclectic Rock. 9 to 11 
p.m. 

MassachusettJ junior Duck Stamp exhibit on Display at the Great "Faffs 
Discovery Center, Turners "Faffs. Arti.rti reception on Saturtiqy, December 

4th far the 2010 wmners. Pictured is the 2009 J1mior Duck Stamp display, 
photo l?J Janel Nockel1!J. 

Montague 
Grange New 
Moon Coffee 
House, 6 to 9 
p.m A Winter 
Solstice 
Celebration 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Groove 
Shoes and Flabberghaster, 9:30 p.m 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Test Your Tastebuds at our Blind Beer 
Taste Test, 8:00 p.m. followed by 
Rock 201. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blame It On 
Tina, Folk Rock. 9 to 11 p.m 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28th 
Montague Grange: Family-style 

Contra Dancing for all ages. 3:30 to 
5:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell 
Steve Crow, Peter Kim & 
Joe Fitzpatrick, Acoustic 
Trio Warped 
Americana, 8 to 10 p.m 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
29th 
Northfield Coffee and 
Books Photo-documen­
tary and book signing by 
Northfield photographer 
Cate Woolner. 7 to 8:30 
p.m. 

featuring 
Kellianna - Pagan Folk Music and 
Chant. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Home For The Holidays concert fea­

turing Sgt. Dan 
Clark (the singing 
trooper) and Mary 
Colarusso, and 
Rhapsody Blue in 
the Turners Fall 
High School 
Theater. Benifit 
for the 
Gill/Montague 
Education Fund 
at 230 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Si Kahn at the Echo Lake Coffie 

Montague 
Community Band 
holiday concert at 
the First 
Congregational 
Church, Turners 

Falls Open mic with House, Leverett on Saturtiqy, 
emcee John Landino. 8 December 11th at 7:30 p.m. 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, 
A Night of Spoken Word. Special 
Poetry night menu available, bring a 
friend and your appetite. Open mic at 
7 p.m Guest readers 8 to 10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2nd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, 
Brian Mallet and Lefty Cullen playing 
all your favorite oldies from the 50's & 
60's, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Falls, 148 L St., 7 30 p.m free. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8th 
Montague Reporter Holiday Party at 
The Night Kitchen! Join us for hors 
d'oeuvres, music by Steve Alves and 
friends, cash bar, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $20. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls Outdoor Skills 
Workshop Series: Finding Your Way 

in the Woods. 1 to 2 p.m An hour 
long exploration of compasses. 
While some advanced concepts can 
be discussed, this program is 
designed for individuals with very lit­
tle compass experience. All ages are 
welcome. Pre-Registration is 
Required! Call (413) 863-3221. 

Veteran singer/songwriter, activist 
and community organizer, Si Kahn, 
at the Echo Lake Coffeehouse, 
Leverett at 7:30 pm. Si Kahn is an 
accomplished author and musician 
who incorporates his passion for 
people's rights and dignity into his 
songwriting, concert and festival 
performances, conference keynotes, 
workshops and residencies. Reserve 
tickets: ( 413)548-9394. 
www.echolakecoffeehouse.org. 

AUDITIONS 
Arena Civic Theatre auditions for­
spring musical Cabaret on Sunday 
December 5, 3 p.m. at the Jones 
Library, Amherst; Monday December 
6, 7 p.m. atArtspace, Greenfield and 
Tuesday, December 7, 7 pm. at 
Bangs Community Center, Amherst. 
Cabaret will be produced at the Shea 
Theater. wwarenacivictheatre.org. 

, Wendell Holiday Fair 
$ December 4th & 5th 

Sat. 10 a.m. - S p.m. 
Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Wendell Town Hall 
&ee AdnJis.gon & Pad<ing 
Come Holtday 

Shop with 
Local Grafters, 

Arttsts 
& Farmers! 
Gourmet Lunch 

by Diemond. Farm 
Daily 11:30 a.m.-lp.m. 
All profits will be donated 

to the Swift River Music 
Department to benifi.t 
Students of New Salem 

&Wendell 

111 IIICI IIIH 
TUES-SAT Teen dl'Ojrin center-art, 
computers, music, and more 3 to 6 pm 
WED Experimental writing 6 to 8 pm 
TUES & SAT Green jobs 10 to 4 pm 
Other week!, prolf'ams: Yoga, Se!f-
Difense, Womens writinggro11p 

(413) 863-9576 
24 Third St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 
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$ GREENAELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SroMinesbr 

Friday, Nov. 26th to Sunday, Nov. 28th 

1. TANGLED PG 13 DTS 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4: 00 7 00 9:00 
2. HARRY POTIER AND THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 
3. MEGAIWND 3D PG 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4:00 7:00 
3. MORNING GLORY PG13 
DAILY 9:00 
4. UNSTOPPABLE PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
5.DUEDATER 
DAILY 3:15 6:45 
5. THE NEXT THREE DAYS 
PG13 DAILY 12:15 915 
6. BURLESQUE PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:50 9:20 
7. LOVE AND OTHER DRUGS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6 50 9:20 R DTS 

Fine Wine 
Friday, 11/26 9 to 11 p.m. 

Ne,.,,is, Harmonic Eclectic Rock 
s,.turd,.y, 11/27 9 to 11 p.m. 

Blame It On Tina, Folk Rock 
Stu1day, 11/28 8 to 10 p.m. 

Steve Crow, Peter Kim & 
Joe Fitzpatrick, Acoustic T1-io 

Monday, 11/29 7 to 10 p.m. 
All Small Caps, A Night of Spoken Word 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wendell Count,y Store 

www.DejoBrewPuh.com 

FRI 11/26 9:30 $5 

Ghost Quartet 
Nobody's Fat 

SAT 11/27 9:30 $5 

Groove Shoes 
Flabberghaster 

SUN 11'28 4PM FREE 
The Pioneer Consort 

UNoer CD release concert 

TNT KARAOKE 8pm 

Mon - Open Mic.! 8pm 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS 
THEYOOJIET 413·863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

ACus ouch 
lntenor I Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

IIAbo.ft Pace : 
Computer Solutions : 

413.367 .0025 
omputer Repair fil Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

DOLAN & DOt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Bl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 
Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 

Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

• C~ay/Sfi©JM Smlp~Wlll'@ 
• P@Wetry 

• ~001!@ Alrt Dwawo01Jgs ~01ld 
Pao01lfto01Jgi 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET• lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arlxlrist 

Ti-ee Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREB.COM .1,. 
\Vendell, l'IA , . ,' tf"" 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie~ )· If.~ 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

P~ @%~ B'lUdenl 
to their own devices they 
will eventually snuff out 
the beauty bush or rose 
or small tree. 

The skeletons of 
the trees reappear, the 
perspective widens, 
and when the sun does 
shine, the light has a 
brilliant clarity. 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

The cold bright air 
seems to sharpen the 
mind. Gone is the las­
situde of summer. 
Now, like the migrat­
ing birds and hibernat­
ing animals, we pre-

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - Despite 
the chill damp and the often 
gray skies, late autumn has an 
austere beauty all its own. 

pare for the deep dark 
and chill of winter. 

We make lists of chores and 
hasten to complete them against 
the gathering dusk. Fields are 
laid to rest with a blanket of 

BOB DYLAN AT TI-IE MUL~S 

manure, wood is cut and hauled, 
hats and mittens retrieved from 
storage. The holidays loom with 
their mixtw-e of dread and antic­
ipation. 

With the leaves off the trees 
and shrubs, the bittersweet and 
grape vine and beny branches 
that have used any available 
plant for trellising stand out. It's 
a great time to cut them down 
before the weight of winter 
snow. 

These vines are ancient and 
troublesome; you can cut them 
down but they will retmn next 
year. Just the same, it is worth 
the time and trouble to pin them 
back to ground level now, or left 

Portrait of the Artist as a Thin Man -

Full, Phenomenal and Slightly Dangerous 

BY WESLEY BLIXT 
AMHERST - Conventional wis­
dom posits two tilings about Bob 
Dylan conceits: you never know 
what to expect, because he will 
generally have moved on by the 
time you get there; and you 
always know what to expect, 
because Dylan's many faces and 
phases have, in their own odd and 
unpredictable way, become yom 
own. 

I will go with the convention­
al wisdom on this one, in pait 
because I had never seen Dylai1 
perform live until last Friday at 
the Mullins Center. I probably 
would not have gone even then, 
had it not been for the generosity 
of the folks at the Mullins ai1d 
this newspaper. I run, however, 
profom1dly grateful. 

I was 13 when I first heai·d 
Highway 61 Revisited, an album I 

have listened to almost constant­
ly for 45 yeai-s, even as I have 
come to be enthralled with so 
many of Dylan's subsequent 
works, and even as I dared to add 
so mai1y of those Highway 61 
songs and others to my own 
repeitoire. Stuck Inside of 
Mobile, Like a Rolling Stone; 
Ballad of a Thin Mai1, Desolation 
Row, Chimes of Freedom, 
Masters of Wai·, ItAin't Me Babe. 
Joey. Queen Jane. Visions of 
Johanna. And so on. 

And through all of that, I 
stayed away from the live per­
f01mances. Perhaps I was afraid 
of being disappointed, especially 
as I heard folks cluck and tut 
about poor ole' Zimmie ai1d how 
his voice was shot and his mind 
was feeble. Perhaps I wai1ted to 
maintain him in my own heart, 
full ai1d phenomenal ai1d slightly 
dangerous. 

The fact is, if this tour is ai1y 
indication, he remains all of those 
tilings, ai1d he did not need tl1e 
protection of my loving heart ai1d 
quiet reluctance to be so. He was 
superb. Sure, his voice has 
changed. He is not 23. He is three 
times that. The intonation ai1d 
phrasing of his haimonica work 
ru·e timeless and constant, but 
almost eveiything else chai1ges. 
It changes not because he is 
unable to do what he used to do, 
but because he is working so 

heroically at what he's doing 
now. Right NOW - from his 
opening "Gonna Change My 
Way of Thinking," through a sin­
gle long set that included "Stuck 
Inside of Mobile," ''Tai1gled Up 
in Blue," "Highway 61 
Revisited," "Ballad of a Tllin 
Man" and "A Hai·d Rain's Gonna 
Fall," and closed witl1 "Jolene" 
ai1d "Like a Rolling Stone" for 
the encore. 

Dylan was 21 when he per­
formed "A Hai·d Rain's Gonna 
Fall" at Carnegie Hall. It was 
1963, ai1d all of Southeast Asia 
was primed to bmn, as were 
many American cities. Now, 
Dylan is tw-ning 70, and the song 
continues to knock the wind out 
of you - not because it reminds 
you of then, but because it is so 
painfully now . . . 
Where the people are a many 
and their hands are all empty 
Where the pellets of poison are 

flooding their waters 
Where the home in the valley 
meets the damp dirty prison 
Where the executioner :S face is 
always well hidden 
Where hunger is ugly, where 
souls are forgotten 
Where black is the color, where 
none is the number 
And I'll tell and think it and 
speak it and breathe it 
And reflect it.from the mountain 
so all souls can see it 

Similarly, a little judi­
cious weeding in this cold sea­
son will clean out flower and 
garden beds so that when spring 
breaks through the new growth 
will have more breathing room. 
Rake the leaves off the lawn, but 
leave some arom1d the base of 
rose bushes to help to keep them 
waim. Weed out the strawbeny 
bed, but then rake in the leaves 
to shelter the new mnners off 
the mother plants. With the rain 
and snow, these leaves will 
break down and stait a level of 
mulch against the next weed 
season. 

Spread any leftover manure, 
potting dirt or topsoil on your 
vegetables beds. If you store it 

Then I'll stand on the ocean 
until I start sinkin' 
But I'll know my songs well 
before I start singin' 
And it:S a hard, it:S a hard, it's a 
hard, and it's a hard 
It:S a hard rain:S a-gonna fall. 

Forget about his voice getting 
raspy. Listen instead to his 
strange disaiming syncopation in 
a new way. This is the way of the 
st01yteller. A looping iamb setting 
you up in one line, and staccato 
knocking you down in the next, 
as in "Tai1gled Up in Blue": 
She was married when we first 
met, soon to be divorced. 
Helped her out of a jam I 
guess, but I used a little too 
much force. 

Or in ''Hm1'icai1e": 
You'd be doing society a favor. 
That son of a bitch is brave and 
getting braver. 

Still, I found myself feeling a 
little out of place at this paiticular 
conceit. Folks made their way in 
quietly, quickly and resolutely, 
much as if they were about to see 
a symphony orchestra. Some 
seemed more concerned with 
finding their assigned seats than 
ai1ything else. There were people 
of all ages, and many seemed to 
be on 'dates.' Real dates - though 
appai·ently not veiy happy dates. 

The show began at 8:05 pm. 
sharp, and there was no dai1cing. 
I rarely saw a head bob, even as 
the spotligl1ts swept the audience 
during "Rolling Stone." The 
show ended promptly at 9:50 
p.m. ai1d folks immediately dis-
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m1til next season, it will likely 
get moldy and perhaps cause 
damping off in your new spring 
seedlings. Left on top of the soil 
now, it will slowly leach in with 
the rains and snow to come. 
Then, when spring comes, you 
will only need to work the sur­
face of the garden lightly before 
seeding or setting out new plants. 

Spread any leftover lime on 
yellowish or mossy paits of the 
lawn and look foiward to 
improved grass next year. It's 
not too late to cast any leftover 
grass seed either. These seeds 
will crack with the cold and 
them when the ground softens, 
they will sprout early in 
Februaiy or March, strengthen­
ing highly trafficked areas of the 
lawn. 

Happy late November gar­
dening! 

persed without the threat of 
police action ai1d were presmn­
ably able to be in bed by 11 p m. 
Safely, if not happily. I had never 
been to a conceit like this. 

As tl1e crowd made its way 
towai·d the pai·king lots, I heard 
one young mai1 tell his compan­
ion, "It made me wish I had seen 
him 15 years ago." Or did he say 
50 years ago?? Another said he 
should have stopped after Blood 
on the Tracks was released. That, 
or course, was 1975, long before 
this yom1g man snuggled into the 
world, and long before the 
release of . . . well, so veiy 
much. 

I fom1d tllis mildly disn·ess­
ing. But then I realized that 
Ziminie migl1t have gotten a kick 
out of it . . . tl1at he would have 
tmned it on its head and snug­
gled to imagine it in a new way, 
which is the way of a consum­
mate aitist, full of heait, com­
plexity and nuance; full and phe­
nomenal and slightly dai1gerous. 

And so I toddled off to find a 
bai·, hmnming "Stuck Inside of 
Mobile" ... 
Now the rainman gave two 
cures 
And he said just jump on in. 
The one was Texas medicine 
And other was just railroad gin. 
And like a fool I mixed them 
And it strangled up my mind 
Now the people just get uglier 
And I have no sense of time 
Oh, Mama, can this really be 
the end? 
To be stuck inside of Mobile 
With the Memphis blues again 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thurs Ja2Z 

Glass 15, Bollle 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

s 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri.10-6, Sat. 10-5 I www.greenemporium.com 

USED 8c DISCOUNT BOOKS 

½ RETAIL OR LESS! 
KIDS' BOOKS • COOKBOOKS • GARDENING 
POPULAR/LOCAL HISTORY • KNITTING/CRAFT 

1hc Ra,cn's «cdlcnt Stltttionof dis:omd booksn,,l;cs q113!iy gir11 
for anJ oocas10n.1.ud m tt8,ftal s1wm~! Hi1)P) Holida)S, 

a,~ "~11sec 100 soon! 

SUN-THURS 10-5:30 • FRl·SAT 10-8 
5 BANK ROW • DOWNTOWN GREENFIELD 
413-772- 1968 • RAYENUSEOBOOKS.COM 




