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Union #28 Superintendent Beaver Pond a Problem for 
Def ends Her District 

BYDAVTD T T 
DETMOLD wo owns 
ERVfNG - When 
Massachusetts asso
ciate commissioner 
of education Jeff 
Wulfson gave a 
speech about the 
benefits of regional
ization at the Gill 
town hall on April 
27th, he specifically 
mentioned Union 
#28, a district made 
up four elementary 
schools serving the 
towns of Erving, 
Wendell, New 

U11io11 #28 S11peri11te11de11t Joan lVickman Salem, Leverett and 
Shutesbwy, as a district in need of restructuring, since elementary 
students from Union #28 have 110 pem1anently guaranteed berth in 
upper grades at neighboring middle and high schools. 1l1e state 
apparently frowns on the hybrid an-angements that for many years 
have allowed elementary school students from Erving, Wendell and 
Shutesbury to attend upper grades at Mahar Regional in Orange, and 
elementary students from Leverett and Shutesbury to attend middle 
school and high school in Amherst. 

Jn the months since, the superintendents of Mahar and Amherst 
have come calling to the selectboards of Union #28 towns. Mahar 
superintendent Michael Baldassarre, for example, told the Erving 
selectboard on September 21st that cost savings would result 0,e 
cited the savings from one fewer superintendent's salary) if towns 
with elementary schools but no high schools, like Erving, Wendell 
and New Salem, were to regionalize K-12 with Mahar. 

But on October 8th, a consultant to the Mahar regionalization 
committee, Dave Tobin, reported the results of a financial analysis of 
K- J 2 regionalization for Mahar and found in the "best case scenario, 
total savings from K-12 regionalization would be approximately 
$171,000 per year," with significant up front costs for Wendell and 
New Salem. That best case scenario see UNJON #28 pg 10 

DETMOLO PHOTO 

More lake tha11 ponrl, this ne1iJ wetlands bas submerged the base of fo11r 11tili{ypylo11s 
and a road that once ran bet1veen Leverett a11d NfoJ1tague on Chest1111t Hill. 

BY BILL FRANKLIN now impassable between the two set aside for conservation and 
LEVERETT & MONTAGUE- communities. recreational purposes, and to pre
Trapped and hw1ted to near This new habitat has been serve habitat for wildlife and 
extinction in the nineteenth cen- attracting a variety of species to waterfowl. 
tury, beavers have been making a the area. Neighbors with land At the same time, however, 
comeback in Franklin County - adjacent to the lake have spotted the new wetland has attracted the 
and not everyone is happy about blue heron, mink, river otter and more critical attention of Western 
it. American bittern - an endan- Massachusetts Electric Company 

[n the Chestnut Hill area, gered species. Canada geese have [WMECo], which has a penna
straddling the town line between been summering on the lake. As nent easement to maintain the 
Montague and Leverett, over the winter comes, ducks call from the towering double poled wooden 
past three or four decades, intrep- surface of the lake in the slanting pylons that carry power lines 
id semi-aquatic rodents have sun. across tbe middle of the beavers' 
busily transformed approximate- A few of the neighboring land- new lake. The bases of four of 
1y 20 acres of fonner farmland holders, including Dan Bennett those pylons, at widely separated 
into a large shallow lake and bor- and Robert and Boots Walker, intervals, now lie submerged in 
dering wetlands, swamping the have donated their adjacent land 
mid-point of Richardson Road, to the Franklin Land Trust to be see BEAVER pg 7 

Mvnttt,ue in the Eunnin1 
jvr ~vlttr ~ite 

Autumn Fest at the Burrito Rojo 
BY TAMJ STILES 
TURNERS FALLS - Friday, 
on a rainy autumn night that 
foretold winter's chill, I arrived 
at the Burrito Rojo Autumn 
Festivus mid set up, amongst 
mic checks, drum kits being 
assembled and lighting going 
up. Unfortunately the lighting 
was left wanting, with only blue 
and red lights in which to spot 
the musicians, since the tech 
guy couldn't afford another pri
mary color. 

sense of rhythm and a light
hearted 'Let's have fun!' atti
tude. 

Speaking of fun, during their 
cover of a Jason Mraz tune, 
''I'm Yours," a spontaneous sin
galong created a stir of laughter 
from both the band and their lis
teners. 

BY BILL DRAKE - The select
board voted on Monday to 
include town-owned land off 
Turnpike Road, including the 
town's fotmer capped landfill 
and 34 adjoining acres in a LLtili
ty survey of possible solar elec
tricity generation sites. 

Though the 34 adjoining acres 
have been permitted by the state 
for developing a new landfill, the 
town's landfill committee has 
opted to explore the potential for 
renewable energy generation at 
the site instead. 

The present weak market for 
new landfill development (other 
than municipal solid waste dis
posal), coupled with the commit
tee's concerns about truck routes, 
neighborhood and environmental 
impacts of a new landfill led to a 
decision to explore an alternative 

energy use for the site. 
Meanwhile, Western 

Massachusetts Electric Company 
has been surveying communities 
in its service area to detennine 
suitable sites for photovoltaic 
generation. 

'The process has begun, "said 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio. "It's competitive, 
but it's important to get our site 
into the running." 

The Massachusetts Green 
Communities Act allows electric 
utilities to own up to 50 
megawatts (MW) of solar facili
ties. WMECo received approval 
for six MW from the Department 
of Public Utilities in August of 
2009. Under the DPU agree
ment, WMECo will focus on 
facilities larger than 200 kilo
watts. 

"WMECo plans to build three 
MW of solar generation in 
2010,'' said WMECo representa
tive Sandra Ahearn. "There 
could be a series of I MW sites 
or just one 3 MW site," said 
Ahearn, "it depends on the sub
missions. We hope to announce a 
winner early in 20 IO." 

Montague's site proposal will 
be just one of the competing sites 
proposed for a solar facility. 

"We sent a request to the 59 
towns in our area and to some 
quasi-privately owned sites for 
site requests (RFS),"saidAheam. 
"The RFS closes on Friday, Nov 
20th. Then we'll evaluate each 
submission; which should take a 
week or so. The next step, then, 
is to issue the RFP [request for 

see SOLAR SITE pg 

Just as l had finished my 
meal, the last sound check was 
complete and it was time for the 
show to begin. First on the 
stage was an all-girl band from 
Greenfield called The Feel. 
They offered covers and origi
nals, one of which, "Arbor 
Day,'' caught my attention. The 
ham1onies were dynamic, but I 
kept wishing l could hear more 
of the words. Musically they 
where tight knit, with a strong 

Next up was Boy Cries Wolf, 
from Turners Falls. Close to the 
end of their set, Boy Curtis 
beat-boxed his way off the 
microphone, as people wildly 
cheered him on. I do believe 
there where a few white folk 
krumping on the dance floor. 

And it did not stop there. Eli 
Bridges rambled to the lloor, 
his hannonica locked in and 
acoustic guitar al the ready. 
Bridges had just returned to 
Northfield from Alaska, where 
he said he spent some time tour
ing with a lesbian jug band. 
Could this be part of his 

see AUTUMN FEST pg 8 
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PO OF THE WEEK 
I only have Is for U! 

Louise 
Hi, my name is Louise and 

l'm a four-year-old shorthair cat 
in need of a good home. The 
staff here love me. I'd be a per
fect companion for an adult who 
wants good company, or for a 
COZ'f family. I've lived with my 
sister cat so I should do fine with 
other cats as long as you intro
duce us properly - tl,1e staff here 
will tell you how it's done. 

Anyway, the point is, my 
friend says ['ve been here long 
enough and it's sure time for my 
special someone to come and 
meet me and take me home! I 
can't wait to relax into your anns 
in my real forever home - please 
come soon! 

For more information on 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at (413) 548-9898 or via 
email: in.fo@dpvhs.org. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the week 

Grade 6 
Riley Palmer 

Grade 7 
Hayley Black 

Grade 8 
Malcolm Smith 

Heather McKenna 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing • Patios • Walks • 

Walls Installed -Tree Work 
Loam -Compost • Mulch 

DEMERS 
UNDSCAPING 
413-863-3652 

m:be ftlontague 
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Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week ofNovember. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX ( 413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Trn11ers Palls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that pa1t 
of the adve11isement in which an 

error occun·ed. The publishers 
reserve lhe right LO refi1se advertis
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or graphics to conform ro standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
lfp! 

The Wendell Free Library 
will offer a kids' movie night on 
Friday, December 4th, at 6:30 
p.111. with a showing of the 
movie Up. Disney and Pixar ani
mation studios take moviegoers 
up, up and away on one of the 
11.Jnniest adventures of all time in 
this animated fantasy. Up fol
lows the uplifting tale of 78-
year-old balloon salesman Carl 
Fredricksen, who finally fulfills 

his lifelong dream of a great 
adventure when he ties thou
sands ofballoons to his house 
and Oies away to tl1e wilds of 
South America. But he discovers 
all too late that l1is biggest night
mare has stowed away on the 
trip: an overly optimistic eighl
year-old explorer named 
Russell. 

Free. Bring pillows and blan
kets. 

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Monet in Ervingside 

On Sunday, November 29th, 
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. the 
Erving Public Library, 17 Moore 
Street in Ervingside, wilJ host 
"Monet's Magic Garden," a free 
pastel painting workshop for 
adults; materials are included. 

Award-winning pastel artist 
Gregory John Maichack will 
present Monet's Magic Garden: 
How to Pastel Paint as an 
Impressionist. 

The workshop is designed 
both for beginners and advanced 

participants. 
Seats may fill quickly, so 

please ca11 ( 413) 423-3348 to 
pre-register. Please bring an 
image to work from. 

Participants will freely exper
iment with hundreds of artist's 
professional grade hard and son 
Rembrandt pastels, pastel pen• 
oils and professional Canson 
pastel paper. Beginners to 
accomplished artists benefit, 
side-by-side, in this fun pastel 
painting workshop. 

DICKINSON LIBRARY NEWS 
Tellabration in Northfield 

On Sautrday, November 21st, 
at 7:00 p.m. storytelling takes 
center stage at the Dickinson 
Memorial Library in Northfield, 
when Laconia 'Lot' Therrio., 
Motoko and Eshu Bumpus come 
to town as part of the worldwide 
Tellabration! event. Storytelling 
enthusiasts all around the globe 

will share their talents in cities 
and towns to celebrate the art of 
storytelling the week before 
Thanksgiving. Begun in 1988, 
Tellabration! brings together 
each area's most celebrated sto
rytellers, as part of the revival of 
modern Storytelling. For more 
information, call 498-2455. 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Thanksgiving Week Hours and Programs 

BY LINDA HICKMAN - Hour at the Carnegie Library on 
The Montague Center and Wednesday, November 25th. For 

Carnegie Libraries will close at 5 more information, call the 
p.m. on Wednesday, November Carnegie Library, 863-3214. 
25th. All of the libraries will be 
closed on Thanksgiving, 
Thursday, November 26th. The 
Carnegie Library will be open 
Friday, lO a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday, IO a.m. to 2 p.m., after 
Thanksgiving. The evening Sing
a-long at the Montague Center 
Library will not be held on 
Monday, November 23rd. 
Library Club at the Millers Falls 
Library on Tuesday, November 
24th, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.111. will 
be held. There will be no Story 

lMRITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Young Poets 

BY LINDA WENTWORTH -
A Young People's Poetry Reading 
will take place at the Leverett 
Library, 75 Montague Road, on 
Sunday, November 22nd, from 3 
to 4 p.m. Young people in grades 
I through 8 will read their poems. 
Please contact the I ibrary at ( 413) 
548-9220 if you would like to 
take part. 
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Bev Demars and Bumry Ca/dul{J// m·e getting tha craft table nwtf)' jor 
ihe Ch,istmas Bazc/(/r al the Gill-Nlo11tagN11 Senior Cenle1; 

Saturd~l)~ NrJll(1J!lher 21st, 9 a.111. . 
to I /u11.; at 62 Fifth Street in THANKSGIVING 

T11rvers Falls. The Bazam· will /ea-TRASH & RECYCLING 
,.r.r1 ft .1 1't,;r, • • MO~TAGUE - Due to the lure ra1J1es, 0001 r:mr. ih· dt1ms; ', 
• Thanksgiving holiday, the 

and is 011e of tho 111qfor ammal trash and recycling schedule 
jtmdrairers to support programs a/ will be as follows: Tuesday 
the smior center: Stop by.for some and Wednesday; No change. 

em!), holidqy shopping! Thursday will be picked up on 
Friday. Friday will be picked 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Gingerbread Rouses 

TURNERS FALLS - On 
Saturday, December 5th at 10:30 
a.m., the library will be having a 
gingerbread house making party 
for children. All materials will be 
provided, and the houses will be 
easy Lo assemble. This is a great 
opportunity for children and 
adults to work together creatively 
on a holiday project. This is a free 
program. For more infonnation, 
please call 863-3214. 

CORRECTION 

Due to a reporting error, an 
item in the Wendell selectboard 
meeting notes from October 28th 
(MR Viii #6) incorrectly stated 
the selectboard had appointed Prn 
Smith to the zoning board of 
appeals. In fact, Smith had only 
agreed to serve on the ZBA if 
Doug Simon could not take the 
post. But Simon can take the 
position, and at the November 
12th seleclboard meeting, the 
board signed his appointment 
slip_ We regret the mistake. 

up on Saturday. 

St. Nicholas 
Bazaar 

Saturday, December 5th, 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sunday, December 6th, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Ukrainian Foods, Crafts, Christmas 
Greens and Raffles. 

To place orders please call Marion at 
(413) 834-7372 

Holy Spririt Ukrainian 

L\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business !!slings 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Nov 23rd to 21th 
"It's Just a stone's throw from realJty." 
Groceries - Vldeos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer - Wine - Liquor 

GILL/MONTAGUE 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Friday at 
11 :30 a.m. except at noon where 
noted. Meal reservations must 
be made a day in advance by 
U:00 a.m. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Meal site Manager 
is Becky Cobb. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta 
Potter. For information or to 
make meal reservations, call 
863-9357. Feel free lo call the 
senior center for information on 
any programs. 

Don't miss the Senior Lunch 
at tlle Tech School on Monday, 
December 7th, $10 per person, 
choice of.entree, call the Senior 
Center lo reserve your tickets. 

Monday. Nov. 23rd 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
I 0:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

1:00 p.m. SHINE Presentation 
(no Knitting Circle) 
Tuesday, Nov. 24th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12:00 noon Lm1ch 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
1 :00 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday, Nov. 25th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:00 noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, Nov. 26th 
Closed for Thanksgiving 
Friday, Nov. 27th 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
I 0:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
12:00 noon Lunch 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 

ERVlNG Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, I st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.111. to 2 p.m. for activ
ities and congregate meals. For 
info and reservations. call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at ( 4 I 3) 423-3308. 

Lunch is daily at 11 :30 a.m., 
with reservations 24 hours in 
advance. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Call the 
center for information on the 
Flu Clinic and Pneumonia 
shots. 

Monday, Nov. 23rd 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
12:00 noon Pitch 
Tuesday, Nov. 24th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, Nov. 25th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 noon Bingo 
Thursday, Nov. 26th 
Closed for Thanksgiving 
Friday, Nov. 27th 
Closed for 17,anksgiving 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming programs. 

MON • ~J.it.i~fAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
112 mile south of Wendell Center 

Ed's Barber Sltop 
Now Featuring 

Men's Crew 
Hair Care 
Products 

also 
Gift Certificates 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karv\nn 

••
1s4 Years on the Ave" 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~o~ 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 
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COMPILED BY DON CLEGG 
TURNERS & ELSEWHERE -
A Downtown Turners Falls 
fmprovement Association is 
forming and will have its first 
meeting on Wednesday, 
December 2nd, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the MCTV studios, at 34 
Second Street. People living 
and working downtown are 
encouraged to attend this meet
ing to discuss and express any 
concerns they may have about 
conditions downtown. Some 
topics of concern that have 
been raised informally include 
loilering, linering, vandalism, 
drugs, and residences with fre
quent police activity. 

This will be an open meeting 
and if you are unable to attend 
or wish to keep your concerns 
more private, email Lisa or 
Don at downtownlur
ners@gmai Lcom. 

If you or your family are in 
need or a place to enjoy a free 
Thanksgiving Day dinner, con
tact the Gill CoogregatiooaJ 
Church, at 863-2970 or 863-
8613. The Congregationa I 
Church is located on the com
mon in the center of town. The 
meal starts at 1 :00 p.m., but 
please call in advance to 
reserve your seat For more 
information on the dhmer, and 
other scheduled events at the 
church, go to 

www.gillchurch.info 
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Montague Community 
Television. MCTV, was invited 
to attend and video for re
broadcast a TRlAD Breakfast 
Seminar cal led ''Rip-Off 
Alert" in Northampton this 
week. This is quite an accom
plishment for your local sta
tion, to be asked to participate 
and videotape a forum that 
included the Northwest distr.icl 
attorney office, the sheriffs 
department, local police depart
ments, lhe Federal Trade 
Commission and Sovereign 
Bank of Boston. 

the program centered 
around the theme, "Don't get 
scammed by sending yom 
money to crooks!" with special 
emphasis on the elderly. The 
presenters did an excellent job 
telling the 150 people in atten
dance, if you have a mail box, 
phone or home computer then 
you could be a target for 
crooks. 

When you need a local cable 
access station to record an 
event like this, who you gonna' 
call? MCTY. 

Jfyou have an event that you 
believe should be broadcast on 
public access televisio11, con
tact MCTV at 863-9200. Better 
yet, when you calJ the station, 
ask about beco1ning a mem bet 
and get free training on video 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

and editing equipment, so you 
can tape events yourself for 
rebroadcast, and keep the pub
lic in public access television. 

The Thomas Memorial 
Golf and Country Club in 
Tw·ners Falls held a lively open 
house and event planning day 
on Sunday, November 15th. 
Participants included florists, 
hairdressers, formal wear out
lets, bakeries, limousine servic
es, entertainment services, and 
more. If you are planning a 
wedding, or any other major 
event, for a complete list of 
participants at the open house 
and their contact information, 
go to www.MontagueMA.net 
and click on the Montague 
Reporter selection. 

The Golf and Country Club 
open house was also i_ntended 
to let the public know that 
Thomas Memorial is in fact a 
public golf course, with ni.ne 
holes and two additional ones 
just to change up the 'back 
nine' a litlle bit. Thomas 
Memorial also features a full 
restaurant, open daily even 
when there is two feet of snow 
on the golf course. There is also 
a large banquet hall that can be 
used for a casual or elegant 
event. For more information on 
the Thomas Memorial Club go 
to www.tmgcc.net or call (413) 
863-8003. 

The Food Pantry of the 
Franklin Area Survival 
Center on F'ourth Street in 
Turners Falls will be closing on 
Tuesday, November 24th at 
l :30 p.m. and re-opening 
Monday, November 30th at 
10:00 a.111. The Thrift Store at 
the Ce11ter will only be closed 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING ON VY 
BY RANDY KEHLER 
GREEN-FIELD - The Safe & 
Green Campaign will host an 
informational meeting for 
Franklin County residents con
cerned about the future of the 
Entergy Corporation's "Vermont 
Yankee" nuclear reactor on 
Monday. November 23rd, from 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the Green 
Fields Market meeting room. 

Campaign organizers will 
answer questions about the latest 
developments in the ongoing cit
izens' eflort to retire Vennonl 
Yankee by Marcl1 of 2012, when 
its original 40-year license 

expires. Entergy is atLempting to 
gain permission from the 
Vennont legislature to continue 
operating the reactor for an addi
tional 20 years. 

The meeting will focus on 
ways that citizens of Franklin 
County can register their support 
for closing Yennont Yankee, 
including participation in a 
Winter's Walk to the Vennont 
State Capitol in Montpelier -
entitled "Step It Up to Shut It 
Down." This I I 5-mile walk will 
begin in Brattleboro on January 
2nd and arrive at the Montpelier 
state house on January I 5th, _iust 

after the legislature begins its 
20 IO session. 

The Safe & Green Campaign, 
begun two years ago and spon
sored by Citizens Awareness 
Network (CAN), Nuclear Free 
Vermont, and the New England 
Coalition on Nuclear Pollution, 
is a grassroots education and 
outreach effort within the 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont towns within 20 
miles of the Vermont Yankee 
reactor. 

For more information, call 
(413) 624-8858, or (413) 625-
6967. 

on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26th. 

The SLrrvival Center would 
like to thank all the donors of 
non-perishable food items, 
including the local fanners who 
brought in late season fresh 
produce during these past few 
wee-ks. These donations are 
helping to stock the shelves of 
the pantry for what is shaping 
up to be a busy winter. 

As reported last week, the 
Great FaUs Discovery Cente1· 
will present "Wild About 
Turkeys" on Saturday, 
November 21st, at 1 :00 p.m. 
For those who will miss the 
annual Thanksgiving turkey 
giveaway at the Survival 
Center food pantry, canceled 
this year, don't despair! All 
who attend the Saturday pres
entation at the Discovery 
Center will receive a ral1le tick
et for a frozen turkey, which 
will be given away to one lucky 
attendee at the end of the pro
gram. Wild! 

Local Briefs can be about 
tidbits about anyone living in or 
visiting our community, or any 
event going on in our coverage 
area. Twitter only allows 180 
characters, but \.Ve have 180 
characters living right on our 
block, so we al low 180 words -
or more .... Whatever ir takes to 
tell your tale! Family home for 
the holiday? Tell us what they 
are up to. 

Send local briefs to reporter
local@monlaguema.ne/ 
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VOICES FROM 
CHERNOBYL 

BY LAUREL FACEY 
WENDELL - A dramatic read
ing of "Meltdown: Voices Crom 
Chernobyl" will be held on 
Saturday, November 21st, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Wendell Town Hall. 
The staged reading presents an 
oral history of a nuclear disaster, 
adapted by Spencer Smith from 
the book by Svetlana Alexeivich. 
The Wendell performance is 
directed by Court Dorsey and 
performed by Wendell area citi
zens. 

The voices in the play are 
those of Chernobyl survivors, but 
the question they pose is very 
local: what might happen to all 
our individual lives if a melt
down happened here? 

Participants involved in the 
readings include Court Dorsey, 
Mary-Ann Palmieri, Parker 
Cleveland, Jonathan von Ranson, 
Susan von Ranson, Nina Keller 
and Marcia Gagliardi. Speakers 
after lhe program include Hat1ie 
Nestel and Deb Katz of CAN. 

Refreshments ,viii be avail
able. Donation requested. 

MCTV 
Channel 17 
visit www.montagueTV.org 

for complete schedule 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

G~'t.ENFIELD 
COOPERATIVE 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Linda Ackerman 
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
413-863-4316 
www.greenfieldsavings.com 
Member FDIC Iii M~rnbe, OIF 

"Sandwiches like mom used to make" -Kham,a Salon 

• Pierce Brothers Coffee 
Locally Roosted In Gr••nfield 

' round hen 
Organic Fair TJ'Ode Espresso.Cocoa & Teo 

e 
• Fresh Baked Goods 
• Diemond Farrn Eggs 
• Adorns Donuts 
•Soup made from scratch 
• We Roast our own Meats 
• Daiiy Specials 
•Wifi 

Reliable Hours & friendly Service 
111 AveM A T\B'llers Falls MA 

call in for fast pick up! 413-863-2800 
Mon - F.rl 7:00 O.ffl. - 3 p.ni. 

Sat. 1:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

AUDI VW VOLVO BMW 
Now Specializing In Toyota and other Asian Cars 

~ 
HOUSE PAINTING 

~:~:;~::. 978-544-65]4 We~tAell 
t , I -~-~-~-,...,-~--~-~-

MARK OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WINNER 

RON SICARD 
Sales Profe.,sional' 

OJLLON CHEVROU.'T INC. 
54 MAIN ST 
PO BOX 729 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

Phone (4JJ) 77'..\-3678 
. Fa~ (413) 774-5746 

DILLON@CROCKER,COM 
Toll Free l-800-698-36 78 
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REQUIEM FOR THE ALLEN 
Before we leave Veterans Day 

too far behind, let us return to the 
origins of the holiday, once 
called Amustice Day. 

We observe Veterans Day 
each year on the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month of the 
year, to honor the signing of the 
armistice that brought World 
War I - the "War to End all 
Wars" - to a halt, with 16 million 
killed and 21 million wounded. 

Since then, war has raged 
unceasingly arotmd the globe, 
and claimed more than 170 mil
lion more lives. 

On November 12th, 1921, 
three years after the First World 
War ended, British author H. Ci 
Wells published a requiem for 
the fallen soldiers in the New 
York World, the conclusion of 
which we excerpt below: 

" ... What did the Unknown 
Solider of the Great War think he 
was doing when he died? ... He 
was still too yotmg a man to have 
his motives ve1y clear .... I can
not imagine many English boys 
using their last breath to say, 
'Rule Britannia!' or 'King 
George for Merry England!' 

"Some of our young men 
swore out of vexation and fret
ted; some, and it was not always 
the ymmgest, became childish 
again and cried touchingly for 
their mothers; many maintained 
the ironical flippancy of our peo
ple to the end; many died in the 
vein of a young miner from 
Durham with whom I talked one 
morning in the trenches near 
Martinpuich, trenches which had 
been badly 'strafed' overnight. 
War, he said, was a beastly job, 
'but we've got to clean this up.' 
That is the spirit. I believe that 
was far nearer to the true mind of 
the Unknown Soldier than any 
tinpot vivaing of any flag, nation, 
empire whatever. 

"I believe that when we gen
eralize the motives that took the 
youth who died in the Great War 

out of the light of life, and took 
them out at precisely the age 
when life is most desirable, we 
shall find the dominant purpose 
was certainly no na1rnw devo
tion to 'glory' or 'expansion' of 
any particular countiy but a 
wide-spirited hostility to wrong 
and oppression .... 

"So far as the common men in 
eve1y belligerent counuy went, 
the war was a war against wrong, 
against force, against war itself. 
Whatever it was in the thoughts 
of the diplomatists, it was that in 
the minds of the boys who died. 
In the minds of the ymmg and 
generous millions, who are per
sonified in the Unknown Solider 
of the Great War, in the minds of 
the Ge1mans and Russians who 
fought so stoutly, quite as much 
as the Americans, British, 
French, or Italians, the war was a 
war to end war. 

"And that marks our obliga
tion. 

"Every speech that is made 
beside the graves of these 
Unknown Soldiers who die now 
in the comradeship of youthful 
death, eve1y speech which exalts 
patriotism above peace, which 
hints at reparations and 
revenges, which cries for mean 
alliances to sustain the u·adition 
of the conflict, which exalts 
national security over the com
mon welfare, which wags the 
'glorious flag' of tlus nation or 
that in the face of the universal 
courage and tragedy of mankind 
is an insult and an outi·age upon 
the dead youth who lies below. 
He sought justice and law in the 
world as he conceived these 
things, and whoever approaches 
his resting place unprepared to 
serve the establishment of a 
world law and world justice, 
breathes the vulgar cants and 
catchwords of a pat110tism out
worn and of conflicts that he 
died to end, commits a mon
su·ous sacrilege and sins against 
all mankind." 

Biomass Boondoggle 
I attended the info1mational 

meeting at the Bernardston 
Unitarian Church on Stmday, 
November 15th, regai·ding the 
proposed Greenfield biomass 
plant. Someone attending point
ed out that our coal mining states 

have bome the bulk of our 
resource extraction nightmai·es, 
via mountaintop removal, coal 
sludge dam breeches, undrink
able water, cancer, and so forth, 
for decades. 

But spreading the pain ai·otmd 
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LETTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Thanks for Years of Service 
After attending, with a small 

group of residents, the Veterans 
Day ceremony held in the village 
of Turners Falls tlus past week, 
something came to mind that I 
felt should be brought to the 
attention of all veterans who 
reside within the town of 
Montague. 

With tlus in mind, I would 
extend my sincere thanks to two 
non-veterans who se1ve on the 

uustees of the veterans memorial 
for the town of Montague. The 
uustees, by law, consist of three 
veterans, two non-veterans, and 
are chaired by the chairperson of 
the town of Montague select
board. 

Donald Girard has served as a 
uustee going on nine years, and 
Chris Boutwell has se1ved for fif
teen years. Year after year they 
have assisted in honoring all vet-

erans alive and deceased on 
Memorial Day, and Veterans 
Day, and for the dedication that 
these two men display toward all 
veterans, with little or no thanks, 
I say, "Thank you for your years 
of service to all of us veterans 
and for your continued se1vice to 
tlus commtmity." 

-Art Gilmore 
Millers Falls 

Kennedy Completes Basic Training 

Michael J Kennedy 

doesn't have to mean logging out 
all of Massachusetts' forests 
within nine to sixteen years, 
which could ve1y well happen if 
all five biomass plants proposed 
for our region ai·e built. And that 
for a pathetic 1 % addition of 
energy added to the grid at an 
abominable 25% efficiency rate. 

The point is tlus: If we're real
ly trying to combat global warm
ing, we'll need more u·ees, not 
less. Deforestation is a huge con
tributor to global wa1ming and 
dese1tification. Matt Wolfe, of 
Madera Energy, the Greenfield 
plant's proponent, simply stating 
"trees grow back" doesn't cut it 
anymore. The fallacy that har
vesting trees for biomass is car
bon neuti·al disregai·ds the time it 
takes for ti·ees to grow back in 
order to provide carbon seques
tration. It ignores the benefit of a 
mature canopy cover trees pro
vide to cool the Eaith. 

PARRIS ISLAND, SC - Private 
Michael J. Kennedy, 18, son of 
JoEllen Miner and Michael T. 
Kennedy of Hatfield, graduated 
from United States Marine Corps 
boot camp at Parris Island on 
October 2nd. Private Kennedy 
successfolly completed 13 weeks 
of intensive basic u·aining as one 
of 57 recmits in training platoon 
2068. While in basic training, 
Private Kennedy earned the rifle 
expert badge and was awarded 
with platoon high shooter. 

Apparently, this proposed 
plant will use wastewater, up to 
690,000 gallons per day, laced 
with eve1ything from household 
cleaners to pharmaceuticals, to 
cool its turbine. This means 
vaporized chemicals will enter 
the air we breathe eve1y day. The 
seconda1y ti·eatment the waste
water will tmdergo before it is 
used has not really been proven 
to work. Do you want your kids 
to be the guinea pigs? 

I'd be happy to conu·ibute my 
shai·e to making Mr. Wolfe suc
cessful if he were advocating for 
a solar plant, a wind farm, geo
the1mal installations, and conser
vation, but promoting tlus plant 
is really taking our eyes off the 
ball and dive1ting precious tax
payer dollai·s from uuly wo1th
while solutions to our energy 
problems. 

- Walt Burnham 
Montague Center 

Following ten days home on 
leave and 14 days of recmiter's 
assistance, he reported to Camp 
LeJetme for one month at mili
taiy combat training, then mili
taiy occupation specialty school 

Upon completion of training, 
Private Kennedy's permanent 
duty station will be determined. 

He is the grandson of Bob and 
Sandy Miner of Elving, Donald 
Rau of No1thampton, the late 
Doris Rau, and the late Michael 
T. Kennedy Sr. 

Montague Reporter 
58 4th 9: 'llnrecs Rills, Ml. Ol3'A5 
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REQUIEM FOR THE FALLEN 
Before we leave Veterans Day 

too far behind, let us return to the 
origins or the holiday, once 
called Atm.istice Day. 

We observe Veterans Day 
each year on the I l th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month of the 
year, to honor the signing of the 
armistice that bro~1ght World 
War I - the "War to End all 
Wars" -to a halt, with 16 million 
killed and 21 million wounded. 

Since then, war has raged 
unceasingly around the globe, 
and claimed more than 170 mil
lion more lives. 

On November 12th, 1921, 
three years after the First World 
War ended, British author H. G. 
Wells published a requiem for 
the fallen soldiers in the New 
York World, the conclusion of 
whjch we excerpt below: 

'' ... What did the Unknown 
Solider of the Great War thi11k he 
was doing when he died? ... He 
was sti 11 too young a man to have 
his motives very clear. ... l can
not imagine many English boys 
using their last breath to say, 
'Rule Britannia!' or 'King 
George for Men-y England!' 

"Some of our young men 
swore out of vexation and fret
ted; some, and it was not always 
the youngest, became childish 
again and cried toucrungly for 
their mothers; many maintained 
the ironjcal flippancy of our peo
ple to the end; many died in the 
vein of a young miner from 
Durham with whom I talked one 
morning in the trenches near 
Martinpuich, trenches which had 
been badly 'strafed' overnight. 
War, he said, was a beastly job, 
'but we've got to clean this up.' 
That is the spiri1. r believe that 
was far nearer to the true mind of 
the Unknown Soldier than any 
tinpot vivaing of any flag. nation, 
empire whatever. 

"I believe that when we gen
eralize the motives that took lhe 
youth who died in the Great War 

out or the light of Hfe, and took 
them out at precisely the age 
when life is most desirable, we 
shall find tl1e dominant purpose 
was cer1ainly no narrow devo
tion to 'glory' or 'expansion' of 
any particular country but a 
wide-spirited hostility to wrong 
and oppression .... 

"So far as the common men i.n 
every belligerent country went, 
the war was a war against wrong, 
against force, against war itself 
Whatever it was in the thoughts 
of the diplomatists, it was that in 
the minds of the boys who died. 
ln the minds of the young and 
generous millions, who are per
sonified in the Unknown Solider 
of the Great War, in the minds of 
the Gem1ans and Russians who 
fought so stoutly, guile as much 
as the Americans, British, 
French, or Italians, the war was a 
war to end war. 

"And that marks our obliga
tion. 

"Every speech that is made 
beside the graves of these 
Unknown Soldiers who die now 
in the comradeship of youthful 
death, every speech which exalts 
patriotism above peace, which 
hints at reparations and 
revenges, which cries for mean 
alliances to sustain the tradition 
of the conflict, which exalts 
national security over the com
mon welfare, which wags the 
·glorious flag' of this nation or 
that in the face of the universal 
courage and tragedy of mankind 
is an insult and an outrage upon 
the dead youth who lies below. 
He sought justice and law in the 
world as he conceived these 
things, and whoever approaches 
his resting place unprepared to 
serve the establishment of a 
world law and world justice, 
breathes the vulgar cants and 
catchwords of a patriotism out
worn and of conflicts that he 
died to end, commits a mon
Slrous sacrilege and sins against 
all mankind." 

Biomass Boondoggle 
attended the infonnational 

meeting at the Bernardston 
Unitarian Church on Sunday, 
November 15th, regarding the 
proposed Greenfield biolliass 
plant. Someone attending point• 
ed out that our coal mining states 

have borne the bulk of our 
resource extraction nighbnares, 
via mountaintop removal, coal 
sludge dam breeches, undrink
able water, cancer, and so forth, 
for decades. 

But spreading the pain arnund 
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LETTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Thanks for Years of Service 
After attending, with a small 

group of residents, the Veterans 
Day ceremony held in the village 
of Turners Falls this past week, 
something came to mind that I 
felt should be brought to the 
attention of all veterans who 
reside within the town of 
Montague. 

With this in mind, l would 
extend my sincere thanks to two 
non-veterans who serve on the 

trustees of the veterans memorial 
for the town of Montague. The 
trustees, by law, consist of three 
veterans, two non-veterans, and 
are chaired by the chairperson of 
the town of Montague select
board· 

Donald Girard has served as a 
trustee going on nine years, and 
Chris Boutwell has served for fif
teen years. Year after year they 
have assisted in honoring all vet-

erans alive and deceased on 
Memorial Day, and Veterans 
Day, and for the dedication that 
these two men display toward all 
veterans, with little or no thanks, 
I say, "Thank you for your years 
of service to all of us veterans 
and for yolll" continued service to 
this community." 

-Art Gilmore 
Millers Falls 

Kennedy Completes Basic Training 

1\llt'chad). Kmt1ecfy 

doesn't have to mean logging oul 
all of Massachusetis' forests 
within nine to sixteen years, 
which could very well happen if 
all five biomass plants proposed 
for our region are built. And that 
for a pathetic I% addition of 
energy added to the grid at an 
abominable 25% efficiency rate. 

The point is this: If we're real
ly trying to combat global warm
ing, we'll need more trees, not 
less. Deforestation is a huge con
tributor to global warming and 
desertification. Matt Wolte, of 
Madera Energy, d1e Greenfield 
plant's proponent, simply stating 
''trees grow back" doesn't cut it 
anymore. The fallacy that har
vesting trees for biomass is car
bon neutral disregards the time it 
takes for trees to grow back in 
order to provide carbon seques
tration. It ignores Lhe benefit of a 
mature canopy cover trees pro
vide to cool the Earth. 

PARRJS ISLAND, SC- Private 
Michael J. Ke1medy, 18, son of 
foEllen Miner and Michael T. 
Kennedy oJ Hatfield, graduated 
from United States Marine Corps 
boot camp at Parris Island on 
October 2nd. Private Kennedy 
successfully completed 13 weeks 
ofintensive basic training as one 
of 57 recruits in training platoon 
2068. White in basic training, 
Private Kennedy earned the ritle 
expert badge and was awarded 
with platoon high $hooter. 

Apparently, this proposed 
plant will use wastewater, up to 
690,000 gallons per day, laced 
with everything from household 
cleaners to phannaceuticals, lo 
cool its turbine. This means 
vaporized chemicals will enter 
the air we breathe every day. The 
secondary treatment the waste
water will undergo before it is 
used has not really been proven 
to work. Do you want your kids 
to be the guinea pigs? 

I'd be happy to contribute my 
share to making Mr. Wolfe suc
cessfrtl if he were advocating for 
a solar plant, a wind fann, geo
thermal installations, and conser
vation, but promoting this plant 
is really taking our eyes off the 
ball and diverting precious tax
payer do1lars from truly worth
while solutions to our energy 
problems. 

- Walt Burnham 
Montague Center 

Following ten days home on 
leave and 14 days of recrniter~ 
assistance, l1e reported to Camp 
LeJe:une for one month at mili
tary co.mbat training, then mili
tary occupation specially school. 

Upon completion of traini11g1 

Private Kennedy's permanent 
duty station will be detem1ined. 

He is the grandson of Bob and 
Sandy Miner of Erving, Donald 
Rau of Northampton, the late 
Doris Rau, and the late Michael 
T. Kennedy Sr. 

;fffilontague 3Reporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

We Welcome Your Letters! 
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CUEST EDITORIAL 

Reducing Homelessness 
in Franklin County 

BY FATHER STANLEY costing the Conunonwealth over 
AKSAMIT, JANE SANDERS, $3 million each month. ln west
& ROBlN SHERMAN-As we em Massachusetts, there are 519 
plan to celebrate our annual homeless families. Another 20 to 
Thanksgiving meal with family 30 become homeless each week. 
and friends, an unprecedented The economy partJy explains 
number of our less fortunate the explosion in family home
neighbors will be spending the lessness. Job loss and foreclosure 
holiday in emergency shelters or are putting more households at 
hotel rooms. risk, and these pressures are not 

More than 3,000 families in likely to disappear soon. The 
Massachusetts are homeless, the good news is that a change in 
highest count ever. With shelters approach to the problem, with 
foll, at least a third of these home- resources to support it, provides 
less families are living in motels, promise ortong-tenn solutions. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

This change is called 
'I-lousing First'. The concept is 
simple: keep families and indi
viduals in their homes or find 
them housing immediately, and 
provide them with the supportive 
services they need to be success
fi.tl. This is in sharp contrast to tbe 
dominant approach for the past 
25 years, which unintentionally 
drove families to shelters as the 
quickest gateway to housing and 
social se1vices. 

The Western MassNetwork to 
End Homelessness, one of ten 
state-funded regional networks, 
is leading the Housing First 
approach in Franklin, Hampshire, 
Hampden and Berkshire 
Counties. The Network, which 
includes setvice providers, 

Legislature Rejects Governor's 
Expanded 9-C Budget Cuts 
PILOT Funds Secure 
BY DAVlD DETMOLD 
BOSTON - On Wednesday, the 
final day of formal session for the 
state legislature, we spoke with 
representative Steve Kulik (D
Wortbington) to get an update on 
the legislature's position on the 
governor's $352 million in pro
posed mid-year budget cuts. 

Governor Deval Patrick Look 
action on October 29th to stave 
off an estimated $600 million 
state budget gap. 

Some of the governor's cuts
such as the $18 million (44%) 
cut in transportation aid to 
regional school districts like 
Gill-Montague (which lost 
$90,000 in this line item) - are 
within the governor's power to 
make on his own authority, Kulik 
noted. Others, such as proposed 
cuts to the Quinn Bill (which 
provides state and local matching 
funds, fom1erly on a 50/50 basis, 
to provide bonuses for police 
officers who take college cours
es) and to payments in lieu of 
taxes (PILOT) for state owned 
land in cities or towns, require 
the legislature's approval to 
enact. 

"The Ways and Means com
mittee, on which I serve, did not 
give him that authority,'' said 
Kulik, reached at the state house 
during a break in the action 
Wednesday evening. ''We felt we 
wanted to retain control over any 

additional budget cuts. Some of 
us were very disappointed i.n the 
cuts the governor made, includ
ing the cuts to regional trans
portation aid, which hit our 
region hard." 

Kulik said the legislature 
would deny the governor's 
request for expanded authority to 
cut an additional $5 million out 
of the Quiim Bill, which would 
have left localities on the hook to 
meet police contracts for addi
tional incentive pay for educa
tion. He said the legislature 
would also turn down the gover
nor's request to cut Pl LOT fund
ing by $10.2 million, or40%. 

''We've rejected that," said 
Kulik. "We feel it is a burden on 
local government, to a certain 
type of community that has state 
owned land, the same type of 
community that has been hit hard 
by the [loss of] regional trans
portation aid.'' 

Kulik said the legislature will 
wait until January to propose any 
additional cuts to the state budg
et. "The October revenue came 
in a little higher than projected, 
and it's holding steady in 
November," following a $214 
million shortfall in the first quar
ter of the fiscal year. The legisla
ture will take a wait-and-see 
approach for now, and "do what 
we need to do in January," Kulik 
said. 

Charter School Cap 
On the governor's bill to lift 

the cap on charter schools, Kulik 
said, "We bave put off considera
tion until early January,'' on thal 
one, too. ''There is no need lo 
rush and produce a haphazard 
bill. We've heard from many 
local school and town officials 
who are really concerned about 
the charter school proposed to be 
located in Franklin County, 
which is in general experiencing 
decline in public school enroll
ment, and where there is overca
pacity in all school systems." 

He predicted the legislature 
would deliver a bilJ to the gover
nor on charter schools in time to 
make the January 19th, 2010 
deadline to apply for federal 
fonding under the Race to the 
Top initiative. 

"There's a lot of divided opin
ion on the charter school ques
tion. I am not really comfortable 
with the system of funding char
ter schools in general," Kulik 
added. "lt undennines the fund
ing of public schools. There is 
tremendous pressure lo refonn 
public schools both from the 
government and the business 
community. But we need lo deal 
with the funding mechanism if 
we're going to e,'<pand c.haiter 
schools." 

municipalities, state agencies and 
Housing Court, max1m1zes 
resources and shares best prac
tices through collaboration, 
increasing chances of success. 

ln Franklin County, 
Community Action and the 
Franklin County Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority have teamed L!P with 
the Interfaith Council to promote 
the new approach. Together, we 
try to identify families at risk of 
homelessness, and provide them 
with the assistance they need to 
stay in or move to safe, afford
able housing. This strategy 
includes assistance such as pay
ment of rent arrears, mediation to 
maintain an existing te-nancy, or 
financial assistance to move 

Discovery Charter School 
The Department of 

Elementary and Secondary 
Education will hold a hearing in 
Greeufield on Tuesday, 
December I st to gather testimony 
from the public on the K-6 
Discovery Charter School pro
posed for Franklin County. 
According to Kulik's aide, Paul 
Dunphy, the hearing, to be held at 
the Greenfield Youth Center, 20 
Sanderson Street, from 4 to 6 
p.m., will allow time for elected 
officials, educators, business 
leaders, students and parents lo 
comment on the proposed charter 
school, the assertions made by 
the school's "founders" in their 
application, whether the proposal 
duplicates offerings in local pub
lic schools, and the projected 
impact on public school and 
municipal finances. A member of 
the slate Board of Education is 
expected to attend. 

Death Penalty Denied 
1.n news, Kulik said an attempt 

by Senate Republicans to bring 
up the death penally as an amend
ment to the sentencing refonn bill 
failed when Senate President 
Therese Murray ruled it out of 
order yesterday. Kulik said the 
high water mark of support for 
the. death penalty in 
Massachusetts, reached 12 years 
ago when a death penalty bill 
failed on a tie vote in the House 
(80 to 80), after John Slattery (D
Peahody) switched his vote on 
reconsideration, has ebbed in 
years since, with more and more 
cases coming to light of falsely 
convicted prisoners being exon
erated from death row. 

5 

quickly to a new apartment. 
The key to success is targeting 

resources to those at greatest risk 
of becoming homeless. Whjle 
lhere are many families that 
could use some help toward 
housing costs, most do not 
become homeless. Instead, they 
minimize expenses, maximize 
ittcome, and rely on suppott from 
family or friends. The goal of 
partners in the Network is to 
ensure that our increasingly lim
ited resources are used to help the 
families who have exhausted 
other options. 

The combination of homeless
ness prevention, Housing First, 
effective targeting of resources 
and use of data to plan ai1d assess 
progress is working in communi-

see HOMELESS page 14 

New Book1 
"Charlie'j 

By Gill author Ted Graveline. 
$15.00, all proceeds will go 
to fight cancer. To order call 

( 413) 863-8057 

Give "Charlie" to 
someone and get in 
the fight for cancer. 

Also available at 

Great Falls Coffee Company, 
9 Main Road, Gill 

Eat In or Take Out! 
BURRITOS, 

BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESAD ILLAS 

Now serving 
Peoples Pint .Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MONTAGUE 
~ \
6

(J ~- INTEGRATIVE HEALTH 

I ~ ~ Dr. Emily Maiella 
~ i-... Naturopathic Physician 

432 Greenfield Road Montague MA 01351 
(1) 413.230.4462 (n 978.544.0240 

Val leynaturopath ic.com 

Cogito ergo periculosus sum. 

www.fourwindsschool.info 863-8055 

---- -- - -

-~- - -~ -

UPINNGIL 
...,.J 411 Main Road ~ 
; Gill, MA 01354 .• 

413-863-2297 ~ 
Farm store opell d~ily, 8 - 7. 

Fresh milk, farmstead cheeses. eggs. and butter. 

Also selling Gill tl'ash stickers and the Montague Repol'ter. 

Pick-your-own fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally. 

IIAboJt Pace . 
Computer Solutions ~: 

413.367 .0025 
omputer Repair 5'.( Custom PCs 
T Support & Consulting 

Network Installation/ Maintenance 
info@about_facecomputers.com 

Negus l!l Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments ~YJVC. 

~~4 il~~ People often come to-see.us ~- .. ,... 
because their potents ~ We 1/1/0f'CJ_ll!e ~ 
ond thelr grondpejrents did. ',' ¢ i. 
We're pr011d to hove IJletl)OrftJS 
,hot kind of loyalty, Iba/ last forever 
and we worl( hord ta keep ,1. r:.:7:':":'~----.ll=tJ 
- Gory ond Noncy Melen MAIN OFFICE 773-9SS2 

tO Mill S.I. Greenfield, MA 
"The perfect remembrance· 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

--=----
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Waiting, Waiting 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
After the December 2009 ice 
storm, which resulted in a days
long intern1ption of elechic serv
ice throughout town, Wendell 
officials decided to protect town 
buildings with generators to keep 
furnaces operating and pipes 
from freezing in any future power 
outages. So far, one generator is 
installed and operational at the 
town office building, another at 
the highway garage. A thfrd gen
erator is in place at the town well 
where it will provide emergency 
electricity for the pump, and to 
heat above ground standing 
water. That generator is waiting 
for Amerigas to come with tanks 
and propane fuel. 

The library and town hall are 
still waiting for their generators. 

In July 2009 state representa
tive Steve Kulik told the select
board that Governor Deval 
Patrick was not going to veto the 

$150,000 the legislature author
ized in emergency funds to com
pensate Wendell for clean up 
after the July 2006 tornado. 

Wendell is still waiting for 
that money, and with announced 
mid-year budget cuts, the wait 
may have been extended. But 
Godot is coming soon. 

Conservation Restrictions 
The November 12th select

board meeting began with 
Brandon Vickery from the 
Franklin Land tru.st discussing 
nvo new conservation restrictions 
(CRs) on private land on the east 
side and west side of town. 

Mary McBride, who lives on 
West Street, came to the meeting 
with Vickery to put I 7 acres, 
including 500 feet of road 
frontage, under a conservation 
restriction to be held by the land 
trust. McBride will reserve 
enough land from that parcel to 

VDDR!I/U& 
r11»n1 

TRACTORS FOR FARM, HOME & CONS UCTION 
We carry John Deere 
and Kubota Tractors, 
Stihl Chain Saws, Blowers, 
Tractor Mowers 

Also: 
• Fire Proof Safes 
• Wood Chippers 
• Log Splitters 
• Winches 
• Materials 

Handling Equipment 

l~--

Sales 0 Ser-vi~eO Parts 

, SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 48 YEARS 
(i ~~< il 

SIRUM [QUIPMENT 
COMPANY. INC. 

3l0 FEDERAL STBEET0 RTE. 63 ° MONTAGUE 
~413-367-2481~ 
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use as a building lot; the CR will 
be attached to the prope1ty's deed 
as long as Massachusetts stays 
consistent with its own laws. 
(He's coming.) 

On the east side or town, Dave 
and Betty Richard are adding 15 
acres on the west side of JennL<;on 
Road to the land they already 
have m1der a CR on the east side 
or the road. They too plan on 
keeping enough land out of the 
CR to allow them to build. 

The selectboard approved 
both CRs, which will reduce the 
tax revenue the land generates, 
but avoid future costs to the town 
for providing services had houses 
been built on the protected land. 

Pole Dispute 
Scon Burns from Verizon and 

a representative from National 
Grid met the selectboard for a 
hearing regarding the location of 
three poles to provide electricity 
to a potential homesite ◊n New 
Salem Road, west of Jennison 
Road. Highway supervisor Dave 
Bak, and highway commissioner 
Mike Gifford attended the hear
ing and protested they wanted the 
poles to be placed forther back 
from ihe road. Ideally the poles 
would be six feet, not three feet 
from the road as marked, to be 
out of the way of snm-v plowing, 
but Bums o~jected that moving 
them that far might require brac
ing on private land, and other 
engineering difficulties. 

Bak allowed that moving the 
poles further back less than six 
feet migl1t be acceptable, and he 
agreed to meet with utility engi
neers and the highway commis
sion at the site to see what could 
be worked out. The selectboard 
offered their approval conditional 
on agreement being reached 
between these parties. 

Wande1·i.ng Free Box 

Clearwater Liberty and 
Barbara Caruso met the select
board to ask that the Free Box be 
moved from its current spot next 
to the senior center. They hoped 
it could go to the Wendell 
Recycling and Transfer Station 
(WR.A TS) for the winter, where 
it would be available only two 
days a week, but where its use 
would be tmder regular supervi
sion. 

The Free Box is meant for 
clean useable clothing only, but 
as a neighbor Camso has seen tel
evisions left there, a weight 
bench, and plain household trash. 
She said once a single piece of 
trash is left outside the box it acts 
as a magnet for more trash. 

Caruso is. one of the volun
teers who maintain the Free Box, 
s011 out excess and inappropriate 
item.s. At the meeting, she mod
eled an elegant dress she found 
there, but she said often enough, 
cloU1ing is dirty or tom, or inap
propriate items are left in the box. 

The selectboard agreed the 
Free Box could go to the 
WRA TS for the winter, and 
move to the back of the town 
office parking lot come spring. 

As organizer of the annual 
holiday craft fair, Caruso asked 
that town hall rental for the fair 
be reduced ftom $50 to $25 for 
the two day event, so more 
money could be donated to the 
beneficiary, the Swift River 
School a11s program. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said her concern was the 
cost of maintaining the town hall, 
especially paying for heat in win
ter. Heard was sympathetic to the 
thought of giving more money to 
the school, but worried about set
ting a precedent of failing to meet 
town expenses in support of good 
local causes. 

The selectboard stayed tirm at 
$50, but board member Jeoffrey 

Runway Paving Complete 
BY DAVID D.ETMOLD - After 
a three week hiatus, work has 
resumed on the $5.1 million 
Turners Falls Airport runway 
replacement ptoject, and runway 
paving has been completed as of 
Wednesday. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration shut down work 
at the airport the week of October 
1901, after an eJectrical subcon
tractor began working in an area 
that had not been cleared by 
Native American tribes for arche-

ologicaJ concerns. 
"What happened came as a 

shock:' said Doug Harris. preser
vationist for ceremonial land
scapes for the Narragansett 
Indian Tribe, referring to the sub
contractor's violation of an order 
by the project engineer not to pro
ceed with work in the area in 
question. "All the people at the 
airpmt and the tribes have been 
working very closely to develop a 
good relationship, so their work 
and ours could progress.'' 

November 19, 2009 

Pooser said he would pay $12.50 
of the difference out of bis pock
et, and res1dent Patti Scutari, in 
the room waiting for a hearing, 
said she would contribute another 
$12.50 so the town gets its full 
foe. 

All Alcohol OK 
Stephen Broll. Dvora Cohen 

and Diva Skydancer came to the 
liquor license hearing the select
board held for the Deja Brew 
pub. All three supported owner 
Patti Scutari, who is asking the 
board to approve a new license 
for the pub to allow on premises 
sale of all alcoholic beverages, 
instead of just beer and wine. 

Four years ago, when the Deja 
Brew pub got its pouring license, 
the Scutaris agreed to sell just 
beer and wine, due to neighbors' 
concerns. Since then, the select
board has heard no complaints 
about patrons' behavior. They 
agreed to the new license request. 
which now goes to the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Commission in 
Boston for approval. 

Pooser asked if the pub would 
now be serving pear brandy. 

Three of the ·five members of 
the town energy committee, 
Gloria Kegeles, Jonathan von 
Ranson, and Bob Schulman, met 
to discuss a conservation banner 
to alternate with the Full Moon 
Cofteehouse banner on the town 
common. The committee would 
also like to put up 'Bunna 
Shave'-type signs, as other towns 
have, promoting energy conser
vabon. alongside Wendell Depot 
Road on the north common. 
Heard suggested the energy com
mittee speak with the highway 
commission regarding the signs. 

The selectboard agreed to 
work with New Salem to conduct 
an energy audit for the Swift 
River School. 

The selectboard appointed 
Christine Texiera to the website 
committee, and dosed the meet
ing by going into executive ses
sion. Their next meeting will be 
on the eve of Thanksgiving. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE 
lfflRffl POUCE lOG 

Assisted Shutesbury 
Wednesday, 11/II 
2:00 p.m. 911 mis-dial h\)n1 a Broad 
HiU Road ces.idrn,cc, No p1'0blem, 
Thwsday, II/12 
7 :30 p.m. Assis[ed Shutcsbm:y palin· 
depanmem with n warrant nrrcst. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Beijing Station 
Chinese Restaurant Eat In, Carry Out & Catering 

New Owner Newly Renovated 
Very Clean 

....... 111111 ....... ~ .. 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM 

AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randal I Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3 780 

Mike FuJler, Owner 

i,T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spedoliring in oil ospem of lawn and l'ropelfy Maintenance. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for fall clean up and new clients for 

snow removal within 12 miles of Montague Genter 
Residential & Cammerria/ • fully liuured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

Locally owned since 1941 
JI, 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

\Y~~Jlfi(J;/Ji· 
,..-,\)- Suiu 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS -STAINS -SUNDRIES· WALLPAPER. BRUSHES & ROLLERS 
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING • SANDBLASTING MEDIA • GLASS 

ARTIST SUPPLIES· CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 
99 tea.u u e,e ,l"'el 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

Level Funded Budget Forecast for Fiscal 2011 
BY BJLL FRAN KUN - On 
Monday, November 16th, the 
Erving selectboard voted to adopt 
a level funded budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year, which 
begins July 1st of 2010. Level 
funding means literally keeping 
next year·s town spending al the 
same $7.1 1Tiillion level as this 
year, a difficult feat to accom
plish in view of rising costs and 
contractual raises for employees. 

The board complicated that 
task by voting in the same meet
ing to adopt a 2% cost of living 
increase for town employees, 
believing the town could meel 
this additional expense. 

In a letter to all departmenL 
heads, dated November 2nd. the 
finance committee requested all 
deprutments to submit prelimi
nary leveI funded budget requests 
by December 15th. The letter 
also requested a line item break
down of spending, and an expla
nation to accompany ru1y increas
es over .last year's costs. 

Acknowledging the haJd eco
nomic times affecting all govern
mental eotities and the ru1ticipat
ed loss of staie aid, the board djs-

BEA VER from page 1 
water, creating maintenance and 
repair problems for the power 
company. 

About a year ago, WMECo 
came before the Leverett conser
vation commission with a pro
posal to remove the beaver dams 
and drain the lake. According to 
conservation commission chair 
David Powicki, the commission 
asked WMECo to ren1m with a 
less drastic proposal that would 
leave the beaver's lake intact, 

WMBCo returned to the com-
111 ission this past summer with a. 
proposal to replace tbeir existing 
wooden. pylons with metal poles. 
[Repeated attempts to contact 
WMECo officials by phone and 
in person for comment on this 
stoty have been unsuccessful.) 

As ofnow, the habitat around 
the Chestnut Hill beaver lake is 
not designated as priority habitat 
for rare or endangered species, 
although nearby areas are. 

cussed a number of concerns sur
rounding the budget freeze. 
Finance committee member Stan 
Gradowski questioned whether 
the town should have a contin
gency plan, in case of a revenue 
shorcfall, to cut lhe town's budg
et by 10%. He said the town 
should anticipate a ''worst-case 
scenario," adding the town would 
be better positioned by doing so, 
"if things get worse." 

Board member Andrew 
Goodwin countered the town 
"shouJd be very conservative on 
budgets and deal only with 
known facts," and not base its 
decisions on "speculation and 
fear." He noted the education 
budget, for example, along with 
other salary-based expense lines, 
is fixed and difficult to cut. 

Assessor's assistant Jacquie 
Boyden addressed the board. stat
ing in the past some departments 
have responded to level funding 
requests hy submitting a "level 
services" budget. Level services, 
put simply, means a department 
proposes no new hires or pr~j
ects, but anticipates the cost of 
existing expenditllfes will rise 

Montague conservation com
mission member Donna 
Peterse11 is calling for a state
sponsored study of the new lake 
and its immediate environs to 
determine exactly what specie$ 
and wildlife now caJI the area 
home. 

Ultimately, however, 
Powick.i said, "Youcan'tjusLget 
rid oflhe bi;:avers. There mu~t be 
a public health issue," to do that. 

He said the board of health 
would have jurisdiction over any 
µem1its to alter the beaver lake. 

There is also a problem of 
public safety, Powicki noted. 
The ponds contain over twenty 
acres - thousands of gallons of 
water - at an elevated level, 
threatening a flood should the 
dams be accidentally breached. 
The town's emergency planning 
committee is looking at that 
issue, and the potential effect of 
a dam break on lower elevations 
in Leverett.. 

due to inflation and contractual 
increases. This, said Boyden, 
makes it difficult to adhere to the 
level funding model. 

For many years, Erving has 
been able to base i1s budget large
ly on the town's own revenues, 
without relying heavily on state 
aid. Because the Northfield 
Mountain pumped hydro station 
accounts for approximately 85% 
of Erving's taxable income, the 
town has generally been able to 
maintain lower tax rates than 
nearby towns, while still pm-su
ing big ticket capital improve
ments like a new elementary 
school.. police station. and sewer 
upgrades. 

In other matters, the board dis
cussed the proposed new senior 
center. The existing plans for a 
7000-square foot center to be 
built on town owned land north 
of the elementary school on 
Route 63 at a cost of$2.4 million 
failed by four votes to gain the 
two-thirds majority needed for 
passage at town meetings earlier 
this year. 

Andrew Goodwin said he 
would like the seniors to come 

Complicating matters fwther, 
the town line between Montague 
and Leverett runs right through 
the center of the lake, creating 
jrn·isdictional issues. According 
to former Montague town plan
ner Dan Laroche, a joint meeting 
between the two towns m 
address the matter is needed. 

For now, Richardson Road is 
well maintained by bolh the 
Montague and Leverett higl1way 
cre,ws. The steeply sloped dirt 
road has been smoot11ly graded 
in recent days on the Leverett 
side, from the intersection of 
North Leverett Road to a point 
about a mile up the hill where 
the road levels off. Old stone 
walls on both sides of the road
way continue on and disappear 
into the lake. 

Several hundred yards fmther 
north, along a winding forest 
track, a three-foot tall standing 
stone with a painted L on one 
side and a painted M on the 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGIE POLICE LOG 
Motor Vehicle Theft Reported Charged 

with CJper:mng n mnt◊( vehi
ck while under the iaflncnce
ot li9uor ru1d faiJw-e to oper
a.re wid1ih marked Innes. 
Saturday, II/I 4 on a straight watr'.IJlL 

8:21 p.m. Rep<~rt of vandal
ism at FL R,obms station 
nn Third Street. Ari;emd 

Charge.cl with vandalisQl and 
maliciow, .damage or dc.face
mmt l)[ propo:ty. 
Thursday, II/12 
9:48 :1.m. Followin) a t.t'!lffic 
slop. JITC.SI ed 

operaLi.ng a 

with • n,voked r..,gist.r•tiof'I, 

without a I iccn.sc nnd wirhl,ut 

tn~UClllCt'. 

Friday, 11/13 

oprr.1ting a 
wl,i.lc' under rhe u1fluc11ce of 

liquor and _,pwling. 

argl'd w1t.h opemcing 
a motor vch.icle with :, 

revoked n,gi.SL1.nlion, wit'hOIU 
i.niurance, wiu,out ~ ticen"('' 

failutl' to wear ;1 $1':lt bclc and 

-Chru-gcd wirh opera1ing 
a motor ,,ehidt> with a 

1·e,okcd rcgi.srr-aDc,n, wichc,ut 
Ul$u ranee .and ,,,..it.bout: a 
l.i.::,11.';e. 

6:53 p.m. Assisted environ
mental police with arres1 of 

6:5-:1-a.m. Report of a motor 
vehide 1,hcfc at a Davis Srreei 
address, 
Tuesday, Il/17 
Z:] 7 p.m. Report of ru1 

uowauted pt'~<'>n at a Fifih 
St reel address, Arl'C$ced 

on 

'1 defaull WlllTAlll. 

back ,-vith "some changes" to tl1e 
proposal, adding, "Do we really 
need to spend that much 
money?" 

But board chair Andy Tessier 
pointed out the town was obligat
ed to repay a $167,000 federal 
and state CDBG grant used to 
develop the architectural plans 
for the project, if the senior center 
is not built according co those 
plans. Tessier has laid out a plan 
to apply for an additional 
$600,000 CDBG grant to defray 
tJ1c cost of constmcting the new 
building, and said the rest of the 
money could come from $1 mil
lion tJ1at could be found in free 
cash next year, and $800,000 
from the town's annual rein1-
bursement check from the state 
for the construction of the Erving 
Elementary School. 

Taking money from these 
three sources to make up the $2.4 
million p1ice tag or a new senior 
center would not require a two
thirds vote, only a simple majori
ty of town meeting, according to 
town administrator Tom Sharp. 

Agreeing the existing senior 
center, located on the first floor 
of a former elementary school in 
Ervingside. is inadequate and 
noting that Erving has an increas
ing elderly population, the board 

other marks the border between 
the towns. Two hundred yards 
north, more or less, giant stone 
foundations mark the site of a 
long abandoned barn. 
Richardson Road picks up agajn 
from thjs point on in Montague, 
witl1 a new surface of oil and 
stone. 

But in between, the road bed 
turns to bog and swamp and 

SOLAR SJTE from pg 1 

proposals). That RFP will be a 
tum key project." 

·n,e town's fom1er landfill site 
and the adjoining acreage could 
be such a t11rn key project. 
Landfills are one of the locations 
highlighted in the Green 
Communities Act for possible 
solar installations. 

''TypicaJly, [landfills] don't 
have trees on tbem. and they 
aren't usually suitable for other 
development,'' said Aheam. A 
solar site, however, is a low 
impact facility and could be 
developed on top of Lhe capped 
garbage. "A solar facility would
n't pierce the membrane that caps 
the landfill," Ahearn explained. 

The Montague site has other 
features that could make it an 
attrac.tive location (or the utility. 
High-tension wires skirt the for
mer dump's southern flank; their 
proximity could reduce what 
WMECo refers to as "intercon
nection issues." The 40 capped 
acres should provide enough 
room for any proposed WMECo 
facility, though sel.ectboard chair 
Patricia Pruitt said the lown 
would support consideration of 
the entire site - including the 34 
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concun-ed Erving seoiors need a 
new facility. 

In another matter, finance 
committee member and cemetery 
sextant Dan Hammock asked 
whether the town should consider 
creating a new cemetery on land 
at the intersection of Route 2 and 
Motmtain Road, across from the 
existing cemetery. The land was 
given to the town with the 
express desire it be used for this 
purpose. Hammock suggt:sled 
the land be cleared and plots pre
pared for sale. 

Town treasurer Margaret 
St1Uivan bas initiated a petition 
drive to ask Mass Highway to 
remove a recently installed traffic 
island at tbe intersection ofRoute 
2 and Route 63. ''People are con
cerned that as you're travelling 
west and preparing to take a left 
onto Route 63, tbey might get 
rear-ended,'' as they wait to enter 
the narrow turning lane created 
by the island, Sharp explained. 

Mass Highway engineer Rich 
Massey and state representative 
Chris Donelan plan to attend a 
public meeting about the rraflic 
island on Monday, November 
23rd, at 6:30 p.m. with the select
board, at town hall. For more 
information, call 422-2800. 
extension I 00. 

finally slides beneath the black 
surface of the lake, Jost 1:o vehi
cle or foot traflic. Along where 
the roadbed once ran, dead pines 
or hemlocks rise above the water 
in a withered fringe, some stand
ing tall with broken limbs, oth
ers filed to points a few feet 
from the surface by the 
sha~·p teeth of aquatic llm■ 
engmeers. ■!i 

acres approved for new landfill 
development- for photovoltaics. 

The town tried unsuccessfully 
to develop the 34-acres adjoining 
the former landfill several times 
in the past, with no success. ln 
2006, the site was considered bya 
number of developers as a possi
ble incinerator ash dump. or a 
contaminated soil landfill. but no 
responses to the town's RFP were 
considered acceptable. 

"TI1ere is a strong desire to 
create an income producing site," 
at the town-owned land off 
Tum pike Road, said 
Abbondanzio. 

In other selectboard news, 
Standard and Poors has upgraded 
the rating for the town's 
$5,095,000 general municipal 
bond for the new police station 
and the new roof on tl1e fonner 
Montague Center School. 

"TI1e bond upgrade was from 
A-, raised two grades up to A+, 
the highest rating in a single A 
bond," said Abbondanzio. 

"This particular bond," said 
Abbondanzio, ''over the 20-year 
payback pe1iod, wouJd save the 
town $300,000, or $15,000 each 
year over the 20 years." I_I 

xcavating, Inc. Geri Johnson • Stocking Stuffers for all Ages 
• Fresh Balsam Wreaths & 

Kissing-Balls 

COMPLETE 

SrTEWORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, G,,avel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.446~ 

~CRB,CRS,GRT 
Seniors 

Real Estate 
Support 

Gen Johnson r ~s1ocic.res 
REALIORS 

b6 French King Highway 
G,11, MA 01376 
<413> R6J-9n6 
Pax (413) 86J-9n9 

• Signed Byers' Choice 
Carolers 

• Dept. 56 Houses, etc. 
• Candy • Toys 
• Kitchen Gadgets • Linens 
• Polish Pottery 

Rtes. 5 & 1 o, Deerfield • Open Daily 
www.olddeertieldcount1·ystore.co01 
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A forest Tour 
Purington picked up a chest

nut from the drive, and pointed 
to the 30-foot tree from which it 
fell. Whether a native that so far 

blunt and darkened st11mps of 
many trees gnawed through by 
beavers in seasons past, includ
ing one black birch felled at a 
height of more than three feet, 
during winter when the snow 
pack lay thick on the land. The 
tree's fallen trunk lay toppled 

and fem brakes, whose spring
like green still relieved the shift
ing palette of brown leaves 
underfoot: oak, beech and 
maple. Passing through a field 
of tall and dusty goldem·od, brit
tled by hard frost, we came to a 
beach with hardback wooden 
chairs set out as for a picnic, 
facing a scenic bend in the Fall 
River. 

BY DAVfD DETMOLD 
GILL - Eighteen people gath
ered at the entrance to the 160-
acre town forest on Hoe Shop 
Road in Gill on Wednesday 
afternoon, November 11th. Trail 
guide Ray Purington said 20 
more had turned out the previ
ous Sunday, too, to hike the 
newly acquired, permanently 
conserved land, donated to the 
town in September by the 
Frankliu Land Trust for passive 
recreation. 

Purington said the new town 
forest trails will be improved 
over time, and asked for volun
teers to serve on a town forest 
committee to help manage the 
property. The conservation 
restriction placed on the proper
ty by the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) stipulates no commercial 
activity can take place on the 
land, and no motorized vehicles 
can travel on the trails, but hunt
ing and fishing is allowed, and 
logging may be pennitted after 
the conservation commission 

AUTUMN FEST from pg 1 
standup routine? Part comic, 
part musician, and I 00% fun, 
Bridges packed a whole lot of 
energy into the room. 

After his opening song, a 
Josh Rirter tune "Stuck to You," 
Bridges was met with loud 
applause, with many a glass 
raised in appreciation, and a 
few jaws dropped because of 
his ability not to get tongue tied 
on such a fast-paced, word
heavy song. He must have had 
a few Red Bulls before the 
show, as his level of intensity 
kept rolling along, never falter
ing throughout the set. 

He kept the crowd going 
with that famous classic, 
"Yakity, Yak'' with an enthused 
audience responding in time 
with, "Don't Talk Back!" When 
his time was up, he took a well 
deserved sip of his [PA and set
tled back into the crowd. 

In the meantime, The Oyster 
Stars made their way to the 
floor and provided a funky 

approves a forest management 
plan. 

By last week, most of the 
deciduous trees had dropped 
their leaves, 
revealing the gen
tle contours of the 
land. Standing by 
the overlook to 
Otter Pond, 
Purington poi11ted 
out various 
species, including 
black cherry, shag 
bark hickory, 
sugar maple, and 
catalpa, planted, 
perhaps, by Red 

has escaped the blight, or a 
hybrid, he did not know. 

A short hike to the south 
brought the group to the first of 

beside the stump, 
stripped of its 
bark in places, but 
otherwise 
untouched. 

Our trail guide 
took us down 
toward the Fall 
River, atop a gla
cial esker that 
snaked along for a 
quarter of a mile. 
Eskers, Purington 
explained, are 

On the Greenfield side, high 
water had eroded the bank and 
felled a giant hemlock, caught 
by the broken trunk of another 
tree twenty feet above the 
stream, and still growing, at an 
improbable angle, in a sylvan 
tableau reminiscent of Apollo 
and Daphne. The river flowed 
smooth and green in the soft 
afternoon light beneath. 

Sevene, who used ridges of sand and 
to live in a five- R~y Pmi11gtot1 hold, a log gnawed l.y beavm~ ~JI an old impo1md111ent. gravel left behind 

Beside the wooden lawn 
chairs, a small improvised altar 
of found objects from the river 
lay on a raised refrigerator shelf: 
green bottle glass, utility pole 
insulators, and other objects 
rounded by the river, including a 
shard from a British marmalade 
crock. 

room house there. There is noth- four abandoned beaver ponds, by melting glaciers, that form 
ing but a grassy clearing where 
his house once stood. 

DCR insisted the house come 
down and it did, in May, as a 
condition or OCR purchasing 
the development rights to the 
land, Purington said. The view 
from the hillside overlooking 
the pond explained why. 

now turned to swamp. streams and eventually, as the 
Purington speculated several glaciers that birth the streams 
families of beavers had worked melt away, deposit sediment in 
the land and dammed the sinuous ridges, like railroad 
streams in recent years, stripped embankments twisting above 
the nearby trees of bark and the level of the land. 
moved on. Walking through The trail sloped down to the 
pine needles, partridge berries, riverbank through a forest of 
and deer scat, we passed the young hemlock, towering pines, 

Beauty is where you find it, 
and you'll find it in abundance 
in the Gill Town Forest. 

groove, which later heated up 
as they rocked oul on their lasL 
song. 

The crowd continued to 
diversify through the evening, 
with young and old and every
one in between intermingling, 
enjoying the musical harvest 
and the talents of so many. 

After a brief pause, the nexl 
band set up 
and people 
started 
mi 11 in g 
b a c k 

Schei in from fnfinite August on 
vocals, Peter van Siclen on 
flute and electronic oboe, along 
with the Rojo's own J.D. 
Keating on trombone and John 
Tibbles on guitar. With a 
hodgepodge of the right stuff, 
this eclectic group came 
together and continued to heat 
up the revelers on such a chilly 

I 
night. 

A I i 
Schelin is a 
direct chan
nel to the 

through the late Janis 
doors to J o p I i n , 
hear what while main-
was up. taining a 
Arriving smooth 
nameless to The }-eel v o c a I 
the floor, the group came to a styling all her own. The syn
quick consensus to call them- chronicity during their per
selves The Pi.ckle Machine, fonnance was spot on, making 
which surprised everyone. room for each member of The 
Comprised of members of The Pickle to come forward and 
Ghost Quartet, with Sam blend into a bread and butter 
French, Zack Holmes and mix of music. 
Kevin Smith, and featuring Ali As the evening progressed, 

random evening 
people worth 
from the :"'iiil'~.I:: pulling on 
a ud i en ce the woo)ies 
got up on c.-.-- and making 
the micro- my way 
p h o n e , down to 
including BwTito Rojo 
S o p h i e for the 
Rehm us Autumn 
and Claire F.li B1idges 1-1 a r v e s t 
Donohue MyeJ. The young Festivus. T left with a satisfied 
women provided a harmonic, belly, due to a finely crafted 
down-tempo Gershwin burrito, and my ears fl.1!1 of 
favorite, "Summertime," to promising talent located right 
balance out the evening quite here in our comer of -~ 
nicely, and leave a warn, glow the Valley. ~ 
in their wake. --------------. 

Poets Wanted! The last act to make its way 
to the floor was the Jen Holmes to Submit Original Poems 
band. Again it was a case of 
being unable to hear the vocals. 
And so the Microphone God 
(aka the poor tech guy) came 
down from his electric heaven 
and spoke, directing Jen to sing 
into the mic. So she did, and it 
was good. 

Beyond any doubt it was an 

to: reporter--poems@mon-

taguema.net for inclusion in 
the monthly Poetry Page. 

lnc;lude 25-word bio. Poems 
may olso be mailed to 

Montague Reporter, 58 4th 

Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience necessary, 

as a poet. 

La - Bodega Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

AnnMarie Schoch-Wright 
The Latino Connection 

104 - 4th Street 
Turners Falls 

la_bodega_the_Iatino_connection@comcast.net 
Bodega: 413-863-6120 

Fax: 413-863-0126 
Mark G. canon 

Sole Proprietor 
"It's 1101 our bodega, it's yours" 

Cell: 413-775-3720 
Cesar A Korney 
Bodega Assistant-T.F. 

"'No es miestra boge<fa. es suya" 
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"We serve 
homegrown, farm-inspired food and drink. 
Presented simply, using the best ingredients 

from our neighborhood.,, 

Phm 413-714-3150 I 44 "'" Street. Grmflll~ I WWW.HOPEANBOLIVE.COM 

It's time to order your 
'I'fi.an&gfvi11£J yies 

&flxi11£JS 
and don't forget 
to visit our store 
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Sunday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Call: 978-544-3806 
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• Fine Art Drawings and 
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BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT. 
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dbo 
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11
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What's Your Story? 
Leslea Newman at Greenfield Community College 
BY JULCE BRJTTON - "Tt's Daddy. Papa. and Me - both of film. You can find it both in the 
important to know where you which have just come out as short story col.lection A letter to 
come from," said Leslea board books for toddlers, 
Newman, speaking on and the poetry collection 
November 12th as part of Nobody'.s Daughter. She 
Greenfield Community wrote the children's clas
College's visiting writer series. sic Heal her has Two 

The room was full of students Mommies, which is cele
from Joanne Hayes' Women in brating its 20th anniver
Literature class, along with com- sary with a full color illus
munity members who came just trated edition put out by 
to hear Newman read. Alyson Books. She is the 

Reading poems written for recipient of numerous lit
her grandparents, and from her erary awards and fellow
short story, A Letter to Harvey ships, and is coming to the 
Milk, Newman's voice slid in end of a nvo-year reign as 
and out of Yinglish - English Poet Laureate of 
sentences mixed with Yiddish Northampton. 
words and syntax - and in and ln the short stmy, A 

20 years ago. 
Because Newman's stories 

frequently tumble around themes 
of identity and belonging, I asked 
what she thinks about the recent 
loss of marriage equality in 

Maine. 
"It's unfortu

nate that we still 
have to struggle 
for basic human 
rights," she said. 
"I do believe, 
however, that we 
will have gay mar
riage on a national 
level. The tide is 
turning. Every 
generation shows 
more respect for 
tolerance. It's a 
question of time. I 
don't know if it 

9 

It's made of stories." In this era 
of Facebook, Twitter, and other 
means of superficial communi
cation, Newman believes we are 
nor listening in a deep way. 

"We all have a primal need to 
be heard. ft is my belief that 
everyone has a story to tell and 
the ability to tell it." And yet, 
some people think they have 
nothing to say, no story worth 
telling. To these, Newman says, 
"Write the sto1y you would 
never want your mother to 
read." 

out of a Brooklyn accent. letter to Harvey Milk. 
Les/ea NeulfJ1an 

:;:;;__ ____ __. will happen in my 

Concluding the presentation 
at GCC, Newman asked for a 
show of hands of those who 
have living grandparents. As she 
wrote in the poem "Legacy," 
'Where I have come from, I will 
go.' A thlrd of those present 
raised their hands. "How many 
of you know their stories?" she 
asked. Fewer still raised their «Lt's impo1tant to k11owwhere HatTY Weinberg, a 77-year-

you come from," she said again. old Jewish man, takes a writing 
The students sat utterly still, their class at his senior center in which 
unlined faces open as the mom- he reckons with the pain and 
ing sun. The woman sitting next beauty ofhjs past. In so doing, he 
to me cried and nodded as the and his writing teacher, a young 
words rolled through the room. Jewish lesbian, are transfom1ed. 

Newman is the author of over This short sto1y won second 
57 books, including the 2009 place in the Raymond Carver 
novel, The Reluctant Daughter, Short Story Competition and has 
Mommy, Mama. and Me and been adapted for the stage and 

Harvey Milk, published by 
Terrace Books, and iJ1 the Best 
Short Stories qf Les/ea Newman, 
by Alyson Books. 

Raising questions about how 
to live with one's secrets and 
how to reconcile the awful things 
that happen with our ability to 
love, the story is as timely today 
as when it was first written over 

Zipride.coni is Going Places 

K,istina Dickinson 

BY ELIZABETH NASH 
MONTAGUE Kristina 
Dickinson knew just what she 
wanted to accomplish a year ago 
when she sta1ted Zipride.com, a 
free ridesharing website that 
matches people who need rides 
with people who want passen
gers. Her goal: Give people a 
convenient, comfortable way to 
get around, while lowering their 
carbon footprint by sharing trans
portation. 

One year later, and how's it 
going? 

«Really well," said Dickinson. 
"We went national within a year. 
Our site can now be found on col
lege and university campuses 
across the country." 

Zipride is for everyone, not 
just students, but the schools 
lease custom versions of the site, 
and the fees they pay sustain the 
little company. 

Dickinson's inspiration for 
Zipride came from her own stu
dent days at McGill University in 
Montreal. "I needed something 

lifetime, but some
day people will say (and here, hands. "Ask," she charged. "Ask 
her voice slides into that lovely them their stories." 
Brooklyn nvang): 'Whaat? Gay 
marriage was illegal?!' Just like 
they now say, 'Whaat? 
Interracial marriage was ille- • 
gal?'" • 

Later, Newman quoted the 
poet Muriel Rukeyser, who said: 
"The world is not made of atoms. • Order Now for : 
like Zipride on a regular basis," : ......,1 an KSgi • ng : 
she laughed. • Pies, Quickbreads : 

After getting Zipride going in • a.nd Nutbreads : 
Montag11e, Dickinson learned L 3-4455 . 
that ride-matching databases are • Last Day to ordc,r for Turkey Day : 

pretty common across the coun- • • frid!Y; N~vei;i~".' :orh • • • 
try. The concept is simple: Set up 
an easy-to-use website where 
people can post information 
about their transportation 
resources and needs, get in touch 
·with each other, and make their 
own arrangements. Some people 
have a one-time need. Others 
make long-term commuting 
arrangements. 

Anyone can scan the Zipride 
postings, but to post or respond to 
a posting, you need to fill out a 
simple registration fo1m. On a 
recent day, Zipride's postings 
included 55 drivers looking for 
someone to commute with them 
in their cars, 23 people wanting to 
commute in someone else's car, 
and IO people interested in shar
ing driving. 

Also on the Zipride boards 
were a dozen people wanting 
one-time rides from the Pioneer 
Valley to other Massachusetts 

see ZIPRIDE pg 10 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863.3 690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falla Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

LIVI G ROON YOGA 
A 5e.+"e,n,e, 

riomerStudlo
[,wlvfo-n,t'~ 

CLASSES ~ WORKSHOPS ~ PEACE 
LISA ENZER, M.ED., RYT 

WWW .L IVINGROOMYOGA.N ET 
413-367-'2658 

159 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
Terry Sicard 
Sales Associate 

HOME ( 413) 367-9970 
FAX (413) 863-4949 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~t ~rnlrn I J~1.~J~~ 

Get a Thelin Gnome 
and Save 30°/o with the 
Federal Tax Credit on 

pellet stoves and installation 
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2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield - 772-3122 
www.greenfieldsolarstore.com 
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UNION #28 from pg 1 
asswi1es regional transportation 
aid fi:om the state at 82%; on 
October 29th the governor cut the 
reimbursement level for trans
portation to 29% of district costs. 

On October 26th, senator Stan 
Rosenberg, an early proponent of 
regionalization for smaller school 
district-ii - Western Massachusetts 
school districts in particular -
told the Gill selectboard the state 
push for regionalization was now 
on the back burner because ''All 
rep01ts are coming back saying 
the same things: minimal savirlgs 
and lots of angst.'' 

So is it time for Union #28 
superintendent Joan Wickman to 
relax? With li>ur school commit
tees, more than 150 staff, and 650 
students under her supervision, 
Wickman doesn't haye that luxu
ry. 

Last month, Wickman took 
some time out of her day to set 
the record straight on what she 
views as the strengths of the pres
ent arrangement between the five 
member towns of Union #28. 
That arrangement has proved to 
be an enduring one. Four of the 
towns joined the union in 1902; 
Shutesbury joined one year later. 

Primarily, her thesis is this: 
"We can focus all of our energy 
on elementary education." In K-
12 regions, "Upper schools get 
more focus, unless you add 
administrntive staff for the ele
mentary grades. ln many ways, 
we send a better prepared st11dent 
to the middle school, because we 
make it our focus to make sure 
they get a better elementary edu-

ZJPRIDE from pg 9 
1ocations, as well as to locations 
m Vennont, Virginia, 

Serving 

cation before they reach middle 
school." 

Though this is Wickman's first 
superintendency, she is speaking 
from experience. Before coming 
to Union #28, she served as a 
shared principal for two elemen
tary schools in the Gateway dis
trict, at a time when Lhree princi
pals served the five elementary 
schools in that district, which 
straddles Hampshire and 
Hampden County and serves the 
towns of Huntington, 
Montgomery, Russell, Blandford, 
Chester, Middlefield and 
Worthington. Now, with budget 
cuts, there is only one principal 
cove1ing the administrative needs 
of all five elementary schools in 
Gateway. 

''Regionalization doesn't 
work," Wickman said e1uphati
cally. 

At Union #28, she said, 
"Because we don't have a lot of 
layers, we interact directly with 
personnel. Each of our communi
ties has local control over their 
school budget, so r feel our budg
ets are healthier in tight financial 
times," because townspeople 
know their tax dollars are "going 
to their kids, their grandchil
dren:· And, if need be, in their 
own elementary schools, "They 
know where to pare back; the 
decisions are made locally." 

Wickman said three of the ele
mentary schools she oversees are 
doing very well in tenns of ade
quate yearly progress markers 
under the No Child Left Behind 
act, and only one, Leverett, is 
experiencing difficulty with AYP 

Washington DC, Washington 
state, and North Carolina. A cou
ple of people were even seeking 

Franklin County ~'C clear Cho1. 
.\0 ltJI' ~<9 
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goals in math. Again, because of 
the small size, the teachers at 
Leverett are able now to focus on 
that particular class closely. 

Wickman said the results are 
in from this spring's coordinated 
program review of special educa
tion, civil rights, English 
Language Leamer, and Title I 
programs for the district, during 
which the state Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education looked at hundreds of 
indicators at Union #28. ''We did 
extraordinarily well. with only 
one very mi.nor finding, about the 
location of a special education 
classroom, across from the 
library at the Leverett Elementary 
School, which the review team 
felt was too isolating for the spe
cial education students there. 

About 15% to 17% of Union 
#28 students fall umler the cate
gory of special education, 
Wickman said, and one of the 
schools has about 30% of stu
dents qualifying for free lunch 
programs as low income, with the 
percentage dropping in the other 
three schools. She said more chil
dren are choicing in than choic
ing out of the two elementary 
schools in the district that allow 
school choice - Swift River and 
Leverett- and she said all the ele
mentary buildings are in good 
physical condition. 

Moreover, all the elementa1y 
schools in Union #28 have under
gone a recent energy audit, and 
custodial staff are working to 
make sure they operate as etli
ciently as possible in terms of 
energy usage. All the schools 

or offoring rides to and from 
locations in other states. 

Groups who want to encour
age members to share rides can 
sign up, too. The group roster 
currently includes the town of 
Wendell, a dance camp, and a 
political group planning a march 
on Albany, NY. 

"People have been really 
receptive to the ride-sharing 
idea," Dickinson said. "We've 
taken the inconvenience away by 
putting the system online and 
making it easy to use." 

Some people, she said, won't 
share rides because they have 
safety concerns. "But it's a small 
percentage," she added. To allay 
such concerns, the website offers 
safety tips, user profiles, 
driver/passenger ratings, and 
experience points (number of 

recycle, conserve water, and par
ticipate in composting programs. 
Shutesbury Elementary has solar 
panels to reduce electricity costs; 
Leverett and Swift River have 
gardens ,,vhere food is grown for 
use in the school ILU1ch program. 

Each of the Union #28 schools 
has a compt1ter lab and folltime 
technology staff to instruct the 
students and support the staff. All 
students, K-6, receive computer 
training. 

All the elementary schools 
have arts programs, with every 
student receiving at least one tra
ditional art and music class each 
week, with instrumental music 
classes offered as well. When 
artist in residence programs were 
lost to budget cuts, local PTOs 
found the funding to restore 
them. 

Of more concern to Wickman 
at the moment than the prospect 
of forced regionalization with 
neighboring districts is the threat 
she sees to her district schools 
from the new K-6 cbarter school 
proposal, to found a Discovery 
C'harter School of Sustainability 
somewhere in Franklin County. If 
this proposal is eventually 
approved by !ht! Department of 
Education, and the school is 
established, Wickman said it 
could easily draw students away 
from her distiict. taking $12,000, 
on average, in state fonds with 
them each year. "When you start 
cutting $12, $24, $36,000, that's 
very painfol, and it goes up 
quickly:" 

For now, the populations of 
the four schools are holding 

rides a person has participated in, 
as driver or passenger). 

Dickinson is proud that 
Zipride helps people save on gas, 
get where they need to go, and 
meet their neighbors. She's just 
as proud that her company helps 
reduce environment-damaging 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
preserve natural habitats by 
reducing, even if just a little, tbe 
need for new roads. "My family 
was the first in our neighborhood 
to recycle," Dickinson said, ''so 
fve been interested in environ
mental issues for a long time." 

Another source of pride is 
Zipride 's contribution to the 
community. Each month, Zipride 
donates a certain amount of 
money (depending on now many 
new users sign up) to local 
organizations. October's recipi-
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steady, each at about 150 to 190 
students. Per-pupil cost of edu
cating the students at Union #28 
might be higher than state aver
ages, Wickman admitted, 
because there is a principal at 
each of the buildings in the dis
trict, but she bristled at the sug
gestion that money spent on 
administration was somehow 
qualitatively different than 
money spent educating students 
in the classroom. 

"J feel very connected to my 
staff, because it is such a small 
organization. I know every staff 
member, and many of the stu
dents," she said. Teachers from 
around the district meet quarterly, 
each t.ime at a difterent school, to 
discuss best practices and go over 
Cillricula with their grade level 
colleagues. Although not all the 
elementruy schools have identi
cal c.un-icula or textbooks, she 
said the teachers help decide the 
programs at their schools, "so the 
buy-in is really good," and all 
curricula are aligned to state edu
cational frameworks. 

Wickman did not appear much 
impressed with the arguments 
made by Baldassa1,e and other 
superintendents from larger dis
tricts, who argue that fonning K-
12 regions would provide for a 
smoother transition to the upper 
schools by imposing uniform 
curricula in lhe lower grades. 

Wickman pointed to the excel
lent educational outcomes of 
Union #28 students, and said, "If 
the end results are good, how you 
~et there is not ten'ibly Ii""■ 
1mportanl." !I 

ems were Seeds of Solidarity, 
which helps people grow food in 
their own communities, and 
Community Involved in 
Sustaining Agriculture (CISA), 
which helps support local fam1s. 
Both are important organizations 
to Dickinson, who came to 
Montague from the Boston area 
to start an organic farm. 

What's in Zipride's future? 
Dickinson would like to yvork 
with others in the transportation 
business. She'd also like to find 
green advertising partners and to 
make Zipride available on rnore 
college campuses. 

Judging by the success she's 
achieved in one short year, she'll 
handily do all that, and more. 

Visit Zipride 
www.zipride.com. 
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~~Al~ 
Back to the Future Perfect - I 609 

BY DAVID BRULE 
PARIS - 11:'s not often you can 
catch up with a 400-year old 
ancestor. It can happen, though, if 
you've got some imaginatfon and 
a fondness for historical specula
tion. 

As fascinated as we 
Americans are with genealogy 
and ancestral origins, it's startling 
when you pick up tJ1e Lrnil of a 
forebear in a faraway place. That 
happened for me just the other 
day on a Paris street called Che 
Rue St. Honore. 

Family history can be very 
instrnctive. It helps explain who 
we are by telling us where we've 
been, and sometimes tells us even 
where we're going. The search is 
something of a mystery novel, 
and the trail this time led to No. 
129 Rne St. Honore. 

The ancestor in question lived 
on that street, just outside the 
walls of the Louvre, which is 
now a museum. But in Louis 
Hebert's day, it was royal palace, 
and a place of dark and deadly 
intrigue. 

Louis was born at No. 129 in 
1575, or al least that's what the 
plaque affixed to the outside of 
the building stated. TI1e house in 
those days was called the Mortier 
d'Or and Louis lived there with 
his father Nicolas, his mother 
Jacqueline, and various brothers 
and sisters. Louis was an adven
turous sort, luckily for about 
I 000 of us who cow1t him as a 
progenitor and ancestor, because 
he brought mu-DNA from Paris 

to New France in the New World 
in 1607. 

We descendents of Louis 
Hebert can point to tJ1at year with 
pride. We're a bit tired of the 
Anglo-Saxon bragging of those 
whose ancestors came over on 
the Mayflower in 1620. We 
French Canadians beat the 
Pilgrims by 13 years, crossing the 
Atlantic with Samuel de 
Champlain. 

By 16.17, we had already start
ed a small settlement called 
Kebec, where Louis and h.is wife 
and children were surviving as 
best they could in a new land, 
ravaged by tierce1y long winters. 
Take that Mile.s Standish, 
Priscilla Mullins, and John 
Alden! 

Back in Paris though, there 
were years of bloody goings-on 
outside Louis' doorstep on that 
busy street in the late 1500s, and 
it's little wonder that men like 
him were more than ready to 
head out to the New World to 
make a fresh start. 

f-lis childhood was spent in 
unsettled times, and his father's 
shop, an apothecary, surely 
served as a meeting place for 
political discussion. The wars of 
religion between Catholic and 
Protestant had been raging ever 
since Martin Luther posted his 
objections about the Catholic 
Church on a church door in 
Wittenberg. 

One of the tnost gruesome 
chapters had its start just outside 
the family's house in 1572, a few 

years before Louis' birth. Full of 
intrigue, conspiracy, murder, 
massacre and general mayhem, 
this chapter set in motion a chain 
of events that would lead to the 
opportunity for Louis to seek his 
fortune in the wilds of Canada. 

You can't make up a story like 
this. King Henry ll, father of a 
number of princes and at least 
one princess, managed to get 
himself killed in a friendly joust 
just outside the Louvre, to start 
the latest round of trouble. His 
sickly and weak son became 
Charles II. He.ruy's widow, 
Catherine de Medici, was now 
the Queen Mother. 

She was the daughter of an 
Italian banking family, disciples 
of Machiavelli, and well known 
for their skill in inventive uses of 
poisons to kill off their rivals. 
Catherine was pulling the strings 
in the realm, and decided to 
man-y off her Catholic daughter 
Margo to the Protestant King 
Henry ofNavaiTe. 

The wedding was held in 
Notre Dame and the Louvre in 
August 1572, and was ostensibJy 
plamied to put an end to the reli
gious war by means of this mixed 
marriage. However, once the 
Protestant guests arrived for the 
uneasy matrimonial ceremony, 
CatJ1erine and her son Charles 
launched the infamous Massacre 
or St. Bartholomew on Au.:,<"rUSt 
25th. 

The bells of St. Gennain 
I' Auxe1TOis began tolling at mid
night t11e signal for Catholics to 

Momcn Mcllncss Gatqcring $afuraay 
1-T-l■■■i~7-----7 go about their daily 
I lives. The title of her 

------1 book refers to the 
tent where women 
would gather while 
menstruating or giv-

.~ ...... ....--1 ing bir1h, to find 
Sllpport amongst 
grandmothers, moth
ers, sisters and aunts. 

On Saturday, 
November 21st, 
2009 from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. at the Ba mes 
Galle1y, i11 the 
Leverett Crafts and 
Arts Center, a 

Kzim1 Bh!1111111ik ~11(/ Venus Fm Women, Wombs and 
at the Lm1erelt Crefts cmd Arts CeJJter Wellness conference 

BY TAMI STILES will serve as a lundraiser for the 
LEVERETT - ln 1997, with Pioneer Va.lley Red Tent Temple 
the publication of her novel The (PVRTT) and U1e LCA. This all
Red Tent, Anita Diamant refo- day event will honor the energy 
cused attention on the time-]1011- that exists in all women: the 
ored practice of women gather- power to nmture, the power to 
i.ng together to rejuvenate them- heal, and the strength of self 
selves, to restore balance within preservation. 
and maintain cohesion as they According to Venus Free, 

director of the PVRTT, the 
women wellness movement 
incorporates "time and space for 
serious self-care, along with 
being your own advocate in the 
process. My mission with the 
project is to help women under
stand what it means to take time 
for yourself~ not just once a 
month, but every day." 

Saturday's conference will 
feature a wide variety of mini
workshops for women, from 
yoga, herbal care tutorials, pre
perinataJ massage, mandala 
drawing to focus on the vision 
within, sound heaJing, and even 
Mayan Abdominal Massage 
technique. Local massage prac
titioners and herbal specialists 
will be on hand for massage or 
consultation. Alt from women 
a11ists Emily Field, Jan Gruber, 
and Mira Nal1Shaum and many 
others will adom the walls of 
the Barnes gallery, providing a 
suitable backdrop for the event. 

Free said, "We are offering a 

begin eliminating the Protestant 
wedding guests. Thousands died 
that night, just outside the doors 
of the Hebert household on Rue 
St Honore, and all over Paris. 

Henry ofNavaJTe, the groom, 
was saved only by his forced con
version co Catholicism. He and 
his new wife Margo, who 
despised each other quite mutual
ly, left Paris for his kingdom in 
Protestant southern Prance. 

Three years later, our ancestor 
Louis was born and baptized in 
the same church that annow1ced 
the beginning of the massacre. 
He grew up during a time of 
pestilence, plague and more 
upheaval. Charles □ bad died 
within a yearofthe massacre. His 
brother became ki11g as Herny Ul, 
a somewhat scandalous lransve.s
lite, who was i.n tum assassinated 
a few years later. This cleared the 
way for the return of Henry of 
Navan-e lo become Henry rv, one 
o[ France's most beloved kings, 
and a sponsor of Samuel de 
Champlain, whom some say was 
his illegitimate son. Like I said, 
you can't make this up! 

So the stage was set. By 1600, 
Champlain, fasc1naced with the 
New World, was eager to explore 
that part of it called New France. 
He put together a crew, and need
ed a few specialists to help in set
tling and starting up a colony. He 
hired six stone masons, a tinker, a 
blacksmith, and an apothecary. 
Louis Hebert, having followed in 
his fatJ,er's footsteps as a phar
macist, was the man for tbe job. 

He was mote than ready to 
leave his shop and seek adven
tures in a new Jand. He was 
recruited by Champlain to serve 
as doctor and maintain the health 
of the crew, and eventually to 
care for the well being of the new 

wide range of tools, products 
and networking services to edu
cate those in attendance on what 
is available to women to pro
mote their own health and well 
being." One of the sponsors of 
the event is Avena Botanicals, 
which is donating women's 
health products such as teas, 
supplements, creams and oils. 
Deb Soule founded Avena in 
1985 and is recognized widely 
for her biodynamic gardening 
technique and botanicals. 

Besides workshops, the event 
will feature belly dancing class-

see GATHERING pg 14 

II 

settlement 
After a number of round trips 

with Champlain beginning in 
1607, he sen)ed in Port Royal 
(modern Annapolis) in Nova 
Scotia, and later in a remote site 
called Quebec, with his family. 
He learned new herbal cures 
f:rom the Amerindians, and took 
up fan11ing, out of necessity lo 
sw-vive. For many years, Louis, 
his wife Marie Rollet, and his 
children were the first and only 
European family that survived in 
the harsh climate and long win
ters. His house and fa1111 were 
located at the current site of the 
basilica of Quebec. 

There is a monument to Louis 
Hebert near t.he site, honoring 
him aL1d his wife as tbe first fam
ily to be established in New 
France. His children produced 
many descendents who populated 
Quebec, and down through the 
generations, some of us ended up 
in this small town in 
Massachusetts called Montague. 

So it was with no little emo
tion that I read the plaque on Rue 
St. Honore the other day, stating 
that this is where a part of the 
family story started. lt did state 
that this is the house in which 
Louis was born. As for me, hav
ing completed the circle of a cen
turies-old voyage begun here, it 
might also have said: "E,rfant du 
pays, by the time you get back to 
read this, I will have been gone 
for 400 years." There's the future 
perfect tense for you. 1 knew I'd 
get back to it somehow! 

WE HEAT 
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Student Award Winners Honored 
BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE top 25 percent of students in their 
GILL-MONTAGUE - The Gill- district. 
Montague school committee Class of 2010 John and 
opened their meeting last week Abigail Adams scholarships are 
with a ceremony to honor student Ashley Bailey, Hatinah Brown, 
winners or the John and Abigail Nataliya Buhakova, Jaryd 
Adams scholarships. Buzzell, Danielle Dolhenty, 

.k, superintendent Carl Ladd Lucas Foley, Mackae Freeland, 
read out the names of those Oengus Gallagher, Matthew 
receiving the scholarships, stu- Garber, Billie Lada, Joshua 
dents in attendance came to the Lapachinsk:i, Mitchell Mac
front of the room for a handshake Connell, Benjamin Mailloux, 
and an award certificate from Katherine Morris, Olivia Nicotra, 
school committee chair Michael Evan Pleasant, Kathleen Rinaldi, 
Langknecht. Dustin Rivard, Christopher 

Recipients are eligible for the Shattuck, and Alex Westfall. 
scholarship based on their per- These students now qualify for 
fonuance on the grade 10 MCAS a tuition waiver for eight tradi
English Language Arts and Math tional semesters of undergraduate 
tests. To qualify, a student must education at the University of 
score Advanced on one exam, Massachusetts, the eight state col
and either Proficient or Advanced Jeges, and the fifteen community 
on the other, and rank within the colleges. 

Gill-Montague to Consider 
Energy Performance Contract 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The Now. with the state of 
Montague selectboard met with Massachusetts offering Green 
G-M superintendent Carl Ladd Communities access to a $10 mil
and members of the Montague lion annual fund for additional 
energy committee on Tuesday to grants to make energy improve
consider moving forward with an ments, energy committee chair 
energy perfonnance contract with Chris Mason pointed out tJ1at the 
Siemens Corporation. Siemens towns of Montague and Gill 
conducted an initial audit of would be better positioned. to 
school buildings earlier this year, receive grant funds if their school 
and found potential energy sav- district also completed a baseline 
ings that could be included in a energy audit and participated in 
performance contract, but the an energy perfonnance contract. 
school disti.ict declined lo go for- This would allow for capital 
ward to an inveshnent grade audit improvements to be paid for out 
ol'the buildings, due to unce11ain- of long tenn energy savings, 
ty around which school buildings rather than through town funds. 
would still be in service over the Montague town adminish"ator 
long tenn, and whether the push Frank Abbondanzio will an:af\ge 
for regionalization with other dis- a meeting between a Siemen's 
tricts would mean a loss of con- representative and Ladd early 
trol over school buildings now next week, prior to seeking 
operated by the GMRSD. school committee approval. 

Deerfield Valley Heating 
and Cooling, Inc. 
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We will meet any other contractor's price with a 
furnace or boiler of equal or better efficiency. 
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,. innm ;,riv,· gvothermnJ hem pump n11d soln1· system,, 

DVI IC bas bcrn owned and Ql)cratetl for over 11 j'C~rs Ly Jenn nm! Paul 

riiBII ·-·-·---- Voiland of Montague Centt·r 
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Turners Falls High School Greenhouse Class 
Cuts Costs with Lunchroom Greens 

BY MCKENNA BRUNELL 
& .JULI~ THOMPSON 
TURNERS FALLS- For the 
past few months, students in 
the Turners Falls High School 
greenhouse class have been 
working hard to bring garden
fresh produce to their cafete
ria's salad bar. Robin 
Harrington, Earth Science 
teacher, and her g,reenhouse 
class, along with food servic
es manager Jim Loynd, 
teamed up at the beginning of 
the school year in an effort to 
provide the schooJ with a 
fresher. tastier, more nutri
tious lunch. Now, with tem
perahires dropping to the 20s 
at night, the high school 
greenhouse is still brimming 
with student-built beds of 
greens. 

Senion in Robin T-J.arrington '.r Earth Science class have been grmJJi11g 
salad gteens, culinary herbs tltid vegelables in the high .rrhool greenhouse. 
The gretm . .-are used to make healthier ltmcbes in the school cafeteria. Leji 
to nght;· Amanda Gar~y) Alex Petersofl, Mackae Freeland, and Jv/att 

Garbet; holding a planter with lacinato kale 
The class has been grow-

ing lettuce, chard, peas, kale, 
spinach, and herbs, some of 
which are included in the cafete
ria salads. They also produce 
potatoes, catnip, and (lowers. 

bl order to grow the greens, 
the students first mixed the soil 
and planted the seeds i·n the 
framed beds made by Jeffery 
Jobst's woodshop class. After 
about two months, the vegetables 
matw·ed enough to be harvested. 
Students in the class cut. wash, 
and dry the lettuce and other pro
duce before the greens are served 
in the cafeteria. 

Asked if she had tasted their 
produce, senior Cassie Rounds 
repJied, "I have. Lt's not too shab
by." Other students in the green
house class have said the greens 
they grow taste fresher and better 
than the produce they purchase at 
the store. 

Not only have students in the 

greenhouse class enjoyed the 
greens themselves, but faculty 
and students have also comment
ed on the quality and taste of the 
produce. Mary Lynne Brown, 
who supervises the cafeteria, said 
she has noticed an increase in the 
number of people buying saJads. 

This project is contributing to 
the good health of the Turners 
Palls High School while saving 
the school money at the same 
time. Loynd estimated that 
receiving produce from the 
greenhouse class has saved the 
school about $50 a week. 

Harrington, a plant ecologist 
who taught al UMass for the last 
ten years, has been busy impart
ing horticultural techniques to 
the seniors in her class, who 
clearly know their way around 
the greenhouse. Her class plans 
to continue growing vegetables 
through the remainder of the 

school year. A new batch of 
spinach and lettuce is just peek
ing through the soil in some of 
the beds, while in others, chard 
and kale is ready to be harvested. 
TI1e lettuce beds have just been 
thinned of much of their pro
duce, but more will be ready 
soon. 

The most rewarding aspect of 
tbis experience, for senior Cody 
Pease, has been, "knowing peo
ple are enjoying our hard work." 
Through hard and satisfying 
work, this project has taught stu
dents in the greenhouse class that 
it's good to help their school. 

Asked what she had learned, 
senior Chelsea Tela replied, "The 
best greens are fresh greens." 

McKenna Brunell and Julie 
Thompson are juniors in Karl 
Dziura \· journalism class al 
TFHS. 

Got an Engineering Problem? 
BY CHRIS WINGS 
WENDELL - Maybe the Swift. 
River School STEM RAYS 
(Science~ Technology, Engineer
ing, and Mathematics Research 
Academies for Young Scientists) 
can help solve your problem. 

The Swift River School 
STEM RAYS is a group of 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade students, 
studying engineering with a focus 
on hiomimicry. Last yea1; our 
STEM RAYS students designed 
acoustical solutions to the noise 

problem in the school cafeteria. 
The group is looking for engi
neering design projects for the 
remainder of this school year. We 
will consider any problem, big or 
small. 

Perhaps you need a better way 
to assemble, store, distribute, or 
protect materials. Or you might 
need a piece-of equipment adapt
ed to meet your particular needs. 
To submit a proposal: briefly 
explain the problem using words 
or sketches. Include any solutions 

you have flied. Be clear and con
cise. 

Email proposals and contact 
information to: 
wings@swiftriverschool.org 

Or mail, or deliver to: Swift 
River School - Attention: STEM 
RAYS; 201 Wendell Road, New 
Salem, MA 01355 . 

The deadline for submittals is 
November 23rd. 

We will choose one or more 
suitable projects from among 
those submitted 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: taking this medicine? 

Countering Vision or Hearing Loss 
1-l ow wi II l know if this med

icine js working? 
If 1 forget to take it, what 

should r do? 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm con
cerned that I may not be seeing 
as well as I used to. What .thou Id 
l do? 

There are many signs that 
indicate possible vision loss. 
Under nomrnl circumstances, do 
you have trouble recognizing 
faces of people you know? Is it 
difficult for you to read, sew, 
match d1e color of your clothes? 
Do lights seem dimmer than 
they used to? 

Vision changes like these 

could be early warning signs of 
eye disease. Usually, the earlier 
your problem is diagnosed, the 
better your chances are for suc
cessful treatment and maintain~ 
ing your vision. 

Re,guJar eye exams should be 
part of your routine health care. 
However, if you think your 
vision has changed, you should 
sec your eyecare professional as 
soon as possible. 

Devices and rehabilitation 
programs can help you adapt to 
vision loss. They may help you 
maintain your lifestyle. 

These devices include: 
adjustable lighting; large-print 
publications; magnifying 
devices; closed-circuit televi
sions; electronic reading 
machines; computer systems 
with voice-recognition; tele
phones, clocks and watches 
with large numbers. 

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

nicate. You remember 
Beaker, don't you? The 
reluctant, red-ha ired, 
test-tube-shaped Jab 
assistant to Dr. Bunsen 
Honeydew, Beaker 
always ended up as tbe 
guinea pig to his scien
tist partner's experi
ments gone awry. 
Whenever be could 
sense the ,experiments 
weren't safe - usually 

BY NEJL SERVEN 
GRE.ENFIELD- A principal at 
a Massachuselts high school 
made national news last week 
when he banned his students 
from using a word. That word 
was "meep." According to the 
Associated Press, the stude11ts 
were pla11ning to use the word as 
a means of disruptin& tlleir class
es, until a Facebook page was 
discovered that gave away their 
plan. 

Given all of the possible ways 
available to students lo interrupt 
a class, the fact that they chose 
"meep" momentarily wanned 
this writer's heart. "Meep," after 
all, was the single word that 
Beaker, the character from the 
Muppet Show, used to commu-

by the time it was too 
late to back out of them 

- Beaker's "meeps" grew more 
panicked in pitch. 

Alas, the students at Danvers 
High School did not have that 
lovable Muppet in mind when 
they chose ''meep'' as their word 
of disruption. A student at the 
school, Mike Spiewak. told NPR 
that a fellow student made up the 
word at a video-game party, and 
it spread like wildfire. 

The interjection might be ilie 
most underappreciated patt of 
speech in the English language. 
That's because on the surface, 
interjections seem meaningless 
- an animal noise, the kind of 
word you utter involuntarily -
but deep down, they contain a 
great deal of in.fom1ation and 
nuance. Beaker's use of "meep" 
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Q: [ ·111 begtnning to have 
n-ouble wi1h my hearing. ls /here 
anything I can do short of get
ting hearing aicl~? 

There other "hearing aids" 
you should consider. There are 
listening systems ro help you 
enjoy television or radio without 
being bothered by other sounds 
around you. Some hearing aids 
can be plugged directly into 
TVs, music players, micro
phones, and personal FM sys
tems to help you hear better. 

Some telephones work with 
certain hearing aids to make 
sounds louder and remove back
ground noise. And some audito
riums, movie the-dters, and other 
public places are equipped with 
special sound systems that send 
sounds directly to your ears. 

Alerts such as doorbells, 
smoke detectors, and alarm 
clocks can give you a signal that 

you can see or a vibration that 
yott can J-eel. For example, a 
flashing light can let you know 
someone is at the door or on the 
phone. 

Q: Recently, my pharmacist 
told me to take my swtin before 
bedJime. She said that was the 
best time. It made me think what 
other information she has that I 
should ask her about. What 
questions should 1 ask? 

D011'1 be afraid to throw a lot 
of questions about your medi
cines at your doctor, nurse or 
pharmacist. Here are some good 
ones: 

When should 1 take it? As 
needed, or on a schedule? 
Before. with or between meals? 
Al bedtime? 

How often should l take it? 
How long will I have lo take 

it? 
How will I lee] once T start 

What side eftects might I 
expect? Should I report them? 

Can this medicine interact 
with ocher prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines
incl ucli ng herbal and dietary 
supplements l am taking now? 

And, ask yow· pharmacist to 
put your medicine in large, 
easy-to open containers with 
large-print labels. 

If you have a question, write 
to j,,ed@healthygeeze1; com 

Absentee Ballots 
Absentee ballots are now avail
able at town clerks' offices tor 
the December 8th state primary 
election to fill the U.S. Senate 
seat left vacant by the death of 
Edward Ketmedy. The deadljne 
to apply for absentee balJots is 
noon on December 7th. 

The Rogue Editor 
When I Say Meep, I Mean Meep 
may be one of the more striking 
examples of just how much 
information can be conveyed 
through a single word. The 
meaning of "meep" shifted with 
the in.flection of rus voice. A 
brief, confident .. rneep'' connot
ed agreement; one wi.tb a slow 
vocal rise at the end expressed 
skepticism or incredulity; and a 
stretched-out, high-pitched 
"meep" indicated sheer terror. 
Using these tricks of inilection, 
Jim Henson was able to create 
one of his more memorable 
cl1aracters wiU1out the benefit of 
a vocabulary. 

Interjections are tricky to 
define, which is why many dic
tionaries don't define them at all. 
They don't have the kind of lex
ical meanings nouns and verbs 
have. Instead, they earn their 
distinctions via how they are 
used - say, co express sufl)rise 
(as in '\vow' or "whoa"), confu
sion ("huh?"), deliberation 
(''hmm''), or anger ("argh'l 
That is why dictionary editors 
convey the meaning of such 
words via usage notes. 

A few years ago, Merriam
Webster entered ·'ct'oh" - made 
famous by Homer Simpson - in 
the ElevenU1 Collegiate 
Dictionary, witJ, the note "used 

to express sudden recognition of 
a foolish blunder or an ironic 
tum of events." And when you 
think of Homer Simpson, that's 
exactly how he uses "d'oh" - for 
the Limes he gets outsmarted by 
Bai1 or thwarted by bad luck. 
And while tbere are a lot of 
words in English we use to 
express frustration - most of 
which caonot be printed in a 
family newspaper - none of 
them express the specific kind of 
frustration distilled by .. d'oh." 

TI1e next interjection on the 
horizon - in some dictio11aries 
but not all of them - is "meh." 
TI1is word, used to express 1ndif-

ference or boredom, has already 
gotten under the skin of a lot of 
commentators. It carries the 
same kind of flip disrespect that 
"whatever" carried about 20 
years ago. and conveys that dis
respect effectiveJy tbrough what 
little effort it takes to pronounce 
its single, measly syllable. That 
loaded meanfag is precisely 
what makes it work as an in1er
jection - and why it is probably 
going to stick around for a long 
time. 

Neil Serven is an Associate 
Editor for Merriam-Webste,~ 
inc .. in Springfield 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Mill Fire and Car Fi.re 

Wednesday, Il/II 
l.Z:10 a.m. l¼porr of a 
flre ac 1ht Ei-vi.ng P·.ipcr 
Mill AS$isrcd. Erving 6.r:c 
dc1,:1rtn1~nt. 

Thutscky, II/12 
11 :00 tl.ln. Disabled 
vchide on Rou(c 2 ju.~t 
we$t of £ryiog Paper 
Mill. Vehicle-caugb~ ..,n 
fire, Erving tire deparc
mem rc~pondcd. Vehicle 
towed awny. 

Friday, 11/13 

3:38 a.m. l\l'pon of a cM 

v~, deer accident tin 

Roule-2 in frvm of police 
m,L:\>n. Dee{ ltfL rhe 

7:4-5 a.m.. Searched area 
of Dorsey Road for 
w,)andtd dC(.'r fmm carG
cr acciden,r. Unable to 
LJcatc samf.'. 

Saturday, II/14 
JO: IO o.m. Sllsp,ciou~ 
juvcoilcs a.t the- Usher 
Pl::i.ut hyd,·a.m house. 

Moved ,,1111e along. 
12:10 p,m. Anested 

-c:i,~,-g~d 1V1rh ~pc,,_ 
aring s moror vchidli' after 
license ttvoked. 
Sunday, 11/15 
9:22 ~.m, Su~piciou,• 
vehicle ar Copper Angd 
ResLotur.;inr. Checked 
same, 

• full color offset printing EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

• digital copies SMALL FURNITURE• COLLE.CTIBLE.S • DECORA_TJVES 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 

featuring 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

23 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-rashioned personal service 

Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 
Cookery Figurines End Tables 

I Make 
Lamps Lite! Opell 7 Days a J,V eek 

GOOD USED USABLES 

l\J:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 

• heated clothing •used bikes 
• boots • gloves C413J 863-9543 

Allan • David 
email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 

WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

• accessories 
• gift certificates 

I 80 Main Street. Greenfield• 4 I 3-774-3500 • greenf/eld@covvcatprintshop.com 

'J"' COME SIT BY THE FIRE! 

REAKFAST, LUNCH 
& DINNER 

Now Serving 
Beer & Wt11e 

Route 2, Gill· 
413-863-8210 

A Custom ouch 
Intenor I Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 
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SokolosklJ Real tlJ 
Moves to Avenue A 

S okolos~J' Realty has jo1111d a 11ew h0t11e on A.vem1e A 

BY DAVID DETM0LD 
TURNERS FALLS - After 
more than 60s years on 4th 
Street, in a one-story brick build
ing that looks as if it might have 
been the model for Charles 
Dickens' Old Curiosity Shop, 
Sokolosky Realty has moved 
around the comer to 159 Avenue 
A. 

By sharing qua1ters at that 
address with Rist Insurance, 
owned by her husband Chuck 
Donovan, Sokolosky's owner 
Jean Donovan will not only be 
able to take advantage of the 
shared clerical pool and confer
ence room Rist can provide, she 
is also closing the circle of fami
ly business that began when Rist 
Insurance was founded in the for
mer haberdashery shop on 
Fourth Street in 1888 by Albeit 
Rist, who diversified into real 
estate. 

Albert left the combined real
ty and insurance business to his 
daughter, Marguerite. In turn, 
Marguerite hired Jean Donovan's 
father, Chester Sokolosky, to 
work for her as a salesman. 
Chester's passion was in real 

estate, so when Chuck Donovan 
eventually came along and 
bought out the growing insur
ance end of the business in 1979, 
Chester's wife, Alice, and their 
daughter, Jean, maintained the 
real estate arm as Sokolosky 
Realty, keeping that business 
located on 4th Street. 

Jean and three other agents 
continued running the realty 
there until two months ago, when 
she decided to share office space 
again with Rist, now on Avenue 
A. So the family business circle 
is complete. 

"The move to Avenue A gives 
us the opportunity to be out in lhe 
community more, and visit with 
people who might want to have 
an agent come over to their home 
before deciding whether to put 
their house on the market. That's 
a service we ofter.'' 

Donovan said housing prices 
have remained relatively stable 
in Franklin County in relation to 
the rest of the count1y through 
the recent economic downturn, 
and acfivity on the local housing 
market has picked up through the 
fall, with all signs pointing to a 

DEP DIVISION Of' WETLANDS AND WATERWA \IS 
PUBUC NOTICE 

Pursuant to 33.U.S.C.1341 and MGL c2 l §43, notice is given of a 401 Water 
Quality Certification application for pond reclamation at 12 Chestnut Hill 
Loop, Montague. The project will entail limi1ed dredging of'a private pond, 
with all dredged materials remaining on site, and all dredging happening in a 
single day. Additional info may be obtained from Glenn Hinson at the above 
address, or at (919) 451-3950. 

Written comments should be sent to: Ken Chin / Dept of Environmental 
Protection/ Div. of Wetlands and Waterways/ I Winter St/ Boston, MA 02108 
/ (617) 292-5635 wil.hin 21 days of this notice. 

Any group of 10 persons of the Commonwealth, any aggrieved person, or any 
government body or private organization with a mandate to protect the envi
ronment that has submitted written comments may also appeal the Dept.'s 
Ceitification; failure Lo submit comments before the end of public comment 
period may result in the waiver of any righ1 to an adjudicatory hearing. 

SINCE 1888 

.H.Ri 
159 Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 
01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 
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busy spring. 
''There are wonderful oppor

tunities with federal programs to 
assist first-time home buyers. [ 
don't believe we're going to see 
a rise in prices in the spring. 
There are some excellent bar
gains on multi-families in the 
area." 

But what about the little brick 
building that was home to 
Sokolosky Realty all these years 
on Fourth Street? ''That building 
is close to my heart," said 
Donovan, 

She is not selling it, but reno
vating witb an eye to renting to a 
retail shop. Wilh newly finished 
floors and an efficient gas fur
nace recently installed, it offers 
700 square feet on one floor, with 
two front offices, easy parking 
and storage space. Ideal for any
one starting ou1 in business, or 
looking to relocate to a business 
district on the move. Call 863-
4393 for more details. 

HOMELESS from pg 5 
ties across the country. In 
Columbus, OH, family home
lessness dropped 40% between 
1995 and 2004. In Hennepin 
County, Minnesota, the number 
ofhomeless families fell by 43% 
over four years, and New York 
City experienced a 19% decline 
in just three years. 

Closer to home, we've seen 
the success of a Housing First 
model for chronically homeless 
individuals in Springfielc~ 
where th.e number of homeless 
individuals without chjldren is 
down 18% since 2007, despite 
the economic downturn. 
Springfield has been nationally 
recognized for its successful 
Housing First approach. 

The recent fire on Chapman 
Street in Greenfield is a sobering 
local reminder of the tragedy of 
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Anniversary 0£ Welcome Yule 
TURNERS FALLS - Twenty
five years ago a small group of 
Valley resident~ began celebrat
ing the return of the light at mid
winter with music. dance, songs 
and stories. A reunion cast or 
adults and children, plus a few 
newcomers, bring this year's 
25th anniversary perfonna.nce to 
the Shea Theater for three days 
in December. TI1e show will fea
ture many of the all time favorite 
songs from years past, including 
the Gloucestershire Wassail and 
Lord of the Dance, as well as 
dancing of all kinds - spooky, 
serious, and liotOLtS - a mum
mers play, and sto1ies for all 
ages. 

tions of family and community. 
The children play an important 
role, welcoming newcomers and 
making some mischief to make 
the celebration their own. 
Audience members can join the 
singing, laugh at the mummer's 
play, and enjoy stories intended 
to appeal to all ages. 

"Welcome Yule: a Midwinter 
Celebration•· will be perfomJed 
at the Shea Theate1~ 71 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls, on December 
11th and 12th at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, December 13Lh at 2 
p.m. Reserve tickets at ( 413) 
863-2281 or purchase in 
advance at Jones Library in 
Amherst, Broadside Books in 
Northampton, the World Eye 
Bookstore in Greenfield. For 
in.tonno.tion, call ( 413) 665-3206 
or check wwi11. welcomeyule. org. 

As art imitates life, the stories 
and plays with.in lhis year's 
show highlight the pleasures of 
passing on the seasonal tradi-

homelessness. We and our part
ners in tl1e community are work
ing to ensure that all those in 
need of assistance receive it. We 
also cominend those of you who 
have reached oul to help your 
neighbors in need. We hope and 
trust that by this time next year, 
more families and individuals 
will have a Thanksgiving f(1B 
table lo call their own. 11!1 
We all deserve a hoine. 

Pather Stanley Aksamit ls 
Pastor of Our Lady of Peace 
Church in Tumers Falls. ar,.d a 
member ofrhe[me,faith Council 
of Franklin County. Jane 
Sanders is Executive Director of 
Community .Action. Robin 
Sherman is Executive Director 
of the Franklin County Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority. 

GATHERJNG from pg 11 
es with the Vadalna Tribal Dance 
Troupe, henna body art by Emily 
Millspaugh, and a Birthing from 
Within meditation lead by Beth 
Fairservis. Fairservis hopes this 
guided journey may enable par
ticipants to more easily bring 
their ideas and visions into 
Fruition in the world. Capping off 
the evening will be a performance 
by Gaia Roots, a women's world 
music ensemble. 

LCA program manager Kiran 
Bhowmik added, "This event will 
provide a place to unite and 
respect one another, whether you 
are dealing with an emoti.onal 
challenge, or seeking a spiritual 
path. We are hoping for women of 
all ages to provide insight, and for 
our elders to serve as role models 
for young women.'' 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Another Fuel Spill on French King Highway 

Donations for the all day event 
will be accepted. The sliding 
scale welcomes those in atten
dance to give what they can for 
the opportunity to avail them
selves or the education, aware
ness, and camaraderie to be found 
among women of diverse back
grounds. If you only want to 
attend the Gaia Roots concert, 
which starts at 7 p.m., the- cost is 
five dollars at the door. 

We.dnesday, II/II 
4:51 p.111, \l.1ndafom to 
hou~f 01:1 R.i.ve.r Road, 
undl'r 1nvestiga11on. 
Thwsday, ll/12 
7:39 p,m, i\ssrsrt'd 
Bcrnartlsco11 pQuce wirh 
arrc:;r oo Bracrlebqro 

Ro:i.cl 
8:11 p.m. A.;sisred with 
motor vehicle lock.c,uL 
OH M'lin Rood. 
Friday, ll/l3 
7:0 I p.m. Crimmal 

~ 
liEAIING• COOLING ·PUJMBING 

' 

Charged witJ, oper.:11 ing a 
motor vehicle with :i .sus
pended licm,e, open 
container of alcohol, 
opcraciog an =~stm.'d 
molotvehidc, and f:itlur, 

to dispby hcacillghl.5. 
Saturday, II/H 
9:35 a.ru. Report of a 
stolen motor vehicle and 
larceny from Walnut 

!l 

·s:'Ja annual 
'~ Heating 

S,stem 
Cleaa11111 

~ Plumblnt 
'~ Repairs 

I :::.510 

Str"<:et. 

f0:59 a.m. Reporl of 
past breaki11g .md enter
ing on Pisgah Mouncaln 
Road. 
Sunday, II/I.5 
6:01 p.m. R.espondl'd ro 
medical cmcrgcnc;y vn 
V:i.ss:ir vV:iy. 
Monday, Il/16 
I 0:2G a.1.11. Fµ~I spill on 

Ftench King Highway, 
fire depllttmenr rc911est
cd. 

,. 

"This conference is about pro
viding the information, tools, and 
resources for women to create the 
best possible life we can have as 
human beings," according to 
Free. For forther info on the Iii!! 
conference, go to www.lev- 111J 

8. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

~lli~9 c~~~s~~! ~B~!~e~E!!!!s 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RO. ♦ 413-863-223& 
Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 540 Ni;irthfi:eld Rd., Bernardston l-800.327-9992 NICIANS 

ffM10588 (MA} 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Pf Rb~~Rl mJ~R~, WlllG ~ tSlHltb, W~RHBl'b rnmr 

www.countryoiLcom 413-648-9912 

~aissance IB~ilders 
Qigilitp, 5-eftsmanship, eriginal Cihought 

390 Main Road, Gill MA 01354 
413.863.8316 

www. renbuild.nct 

MAS$ IHSPEC110N STATION: NO, '3051 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Mair, Street 
North neld. MAO 1 360 

Office: 413·498-0207 
Ofc. F.ax: 413~91k'l108 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald Home Phon~413-86.3-9\oo 
l\8R,CRS ..... PRO, GAi, SRES,CBR Home Fa)(; 413•863-0218 

REALTOR" Email bedsonl<"'!omcast.ne: 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Quarterly #3. All-star gala benefit for 
North Star Self-Directed Learning. 9 
p.m. $5 

Live jazz every Thursday at Ristorante 
DiPaolo, Turners Falls. 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. 863-4441. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Ray 
Mason. Ray .and his road-worn 1965 
Silvertone guitar have been tirelessly 
touring since 1982 playing his roots 
rock music! 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 
The Nature of New England at the 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls, 7 p,m. 
Within its small geographic range, New 
England's sculpted mountains, river 
valleys, and varied shorelines provide 
for a surprisingly rich and varied flora 
and fauna. A strong emphasis in the 
program is on the perceptions people 
have in favor of some groups of ani
mals (like birds) at the expense of other 
equally interesting ones {like snakes). 

Gill Cheese Tasting Night at Gill 
Congregational Church, Gill Center 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Visitors will sample 
cheddar cheese made by students of 
The Farm at Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH) School in Gill; cheddar made by 
Cliff and Sorrel Hatch at Upinngil Farm; 
and a mild goa(' s cheese made by 
Daniel Botkin at Laughing Dog Farm. 
Suggested donation: $2/person. This 
family-friendly event is alcohol-free and 
children are encouraged to attend with 
their parents! Info. 863-2850. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Evenspeak, original/classic/southern 
rock, 9:30 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: The Stone 

qo· l~bcrhurdt prljbrtJIJ "' B1trrilo Rqjo ill 
'ii1mers Rt/ls 011 S1111{/qy. No,~mber 22nd nl 

7:30 p.111. ,r; I l tll/lJ{IJICt; S20 dtJJ• ef .<bt/11! 
/V//IJlld[/feliudmrrll,//fl Photo l!J' De,111 S,11110111 

Coyotes w/ Santina King. The Stone 
Coyotes are a bare-bones rock family 
trio who have taken the road less trav
elled ever since they gave back song
writer Barbara Keith's major label 
advance years ago. 9 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
David Wax Museum (Mexo-Americana 
from Somerville) and Amerl-mf-cana $5 
cover. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie 
singing all your favorite Johnny Gash 
tunes and many more, 9 to 11 p.m. 

At the Book.mill, Montague Genter: Red 
Heart the Ticker and Oweihops. Red 
Heart the Ticker is the musical collabo
ration of Robin MacArthur and Ty.ler 
Gibbons, a husband and wife duo from 
Marlboro, Vermont. Their music, often 
compared to Will Oldham, Gillian 
Welch, and Iron and Wine, is, in many 
ways, a reconcflialion between their 
verging musical tastes, Oweihops cre
ates sparse, acoustic-based music 
that's both earthy and dreamy. 8 p.m. 
$10 at the door. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21st 
Wild About Turkeys Why were 
turkeys reintroduced into 
the area? What roles do 
they play in the ecological 
system as well as being your 
tasty Thanksgiving dinner? Al 
the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls. 1 to 2 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Heroes in Trouble, rock, 
9:30 p.m. 

The Renclezvous, Turners Falls; Rockit 
Queer the dance party! $3, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Kristen Ford 
Band, lndie Rock, 9 to11 p.m. 

Montague Phantom Brain Exchange 
#22: Special show. special venue. Felix 
Kubin, Gerty Farish, Schur! Kwitters, 
lecture by Deborah Frenkel, DJ Byron 
Coley. 8 p.m. $7 at the National 
Spiritual Alliance Hall, 2 Montague Ave, 
Lake Pleasant. Also! 
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Echo Lake Coffee house: 
Ethan Miller. Held in the 
Leverett Town Hall, 9 
Montague Rd. Pot luck at 6:15 
p.m., show starts at 7:30 p.m. 

g Admission is $8, or $10 at the 
~ door. Info. (413) 548-9394. 
3 With hard-hittrng analysis and 
~ high-energy acoustic guitar, 
~ Ethan performs fiery songs of 
§ hope, just1ce and struggle. 
~ 
L) 

:. Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: We 
start our Saturday music at 3 

p.m. with local metal band Bringing 
Back the Guillotine. Then at 8 p.m.: Mid 
Range Trio. Jazzy, Bluesy just play 
amazing! 

Montague Phantom Brain Exchange 9 
p.m. $3 cover. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27th 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: PLAY 
w/ DJ Lance (house music & more) all 
night long, $3 cover. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28th 
Wildlife Tracking 1 to 2 p.rn. Learn how 
to identify track features and track pat
terns, This program is designed for 
individuals new to wildlife tracking. No 

\/ registration needed. Great 
• Falls Discovery Center, 

Turners Falls. (413) 863-3221 or 
~ www.greatfallsma.org. 

'-'I 
\/ The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

The RECOVER Project hosts an Open ,.~ LOLFM (a new Eric Hnatow proj
Mic Night. 9 p.m. to midnight Join us \ ect), The Rub Wrongways Caravan of 
for an evening of music and enter-"'•' Stars and This Frontier Needs Heroes, 
tainment for people ln recovery, their 9:30 p.m. $3 cover. 
friends, and family. $3 suggested 
donation to benefit the RECOVER \J.,_ Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 
Project, a community open to all con- Harmonic Eclectic Rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 
cerned with drug and alcohol add1ctfon. \ 1 
Snacks and soda for sale. This is a • 
family friendly, drug and alcohol free 
event! Info. (413) 774-5489 x12. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29th 
\I/ Family Dance 3:30 to 5:30 
• p,m. at the Montague Grange, 

~/ Montague Center. Family-style 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22th 
At Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: 
Eberhardt 
playing songs 
from his hew 
Americana 
release 500 
Miles: The 
Blue Rock 

Cliff 
.....__ contra dancfng with 

\,,- caller Cindy Green and 
live music with Shingle 

the Roof. $4/person 
~J or $10-15/family. 

J 
Info: (413) 367-

\ I 9608 
' 

Deja Brew, 
-..\I Wendell: Steve 

Crow, Peter Kim & 
Joe Fitzpatrick, 

\I Acoustic Trio, 
•·warped 

Sessions, 
With Heather 
Maloney. 7:30 
p.m. Tickets: 
$17 advance, 
$20 day of 
show. See 
www. burritoro
jo. com. 

• V1mi-11!f-t1111<1 pnfi1r111.r at the H£1Jrl"ZfMIJ, 

?i1r11,,,J 1 :q/J.r 011 I ~idqy, November 701/, 
Also perfam,awe l1y 'f'l>e Otivid W'r1x 

Almt11111. 9:30 p.111. 

Americana; 8 to 10 
...... ' p.m, 

MONDAY, 
\(, NOVEMBER 
• 30th MONDAY, 

NOVEMBER 
23rd 
Meeting about the future of the Entergy 
corporation's "Vermont Yankee" (VY) 
nuclear reactor, 5:30 to 7 p.m. in Green 
Fields Market's upstairs meeting room. 
How can we make Vermont legislators 
and their constituents aware of our 
passion to see VY closed in 2012 , \i 
at the end of its intended lites-"· 
pan? More info: Randy Kehler, 
624-8858 or John Hoffman, 625- !, 
6967. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER ~I 
24th ...__ 

At the Rendezvous, \/ 
Turners Falls: • ,,, 

Craft night. '. 
Join other 

crafty people work
ing on projects, 

WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 25th 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Thaddeus 
Hands, Rock Fusion, 9 to 11 p.m. and 
Knitting & Crafts Night, 7 to 10 p.m. 
Any craft and any skill level welcome. 
Get a chance to win our monthly crafty 
gif! with every $5 you spend at Craft 
Night. Drawings held on the last 
Wednesday of the month. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls'. 
Thanksgiving Eve rock & roll with 
Heroes in Trouble no cover, 9:30 p.m, 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

I , Deja Brew1 Wend.ell: 
•• All Small Caps, A 

\/. Night of Spoken Word. 
~! Open mic starts at 7 p.rn. 

Guest Readers 8 to 10 p.m. Special 
Poetry night menu available, bring a 

\f friend and your appetite! 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 
The Greenfield Community College 
Peace and Social Justice Club & The 
Traprock Center for Peace and Justice 
present: John (Dr, T) Tierney, GCC 
professor with his eclectic blend of phi
losophizing, humoring, storytelling, 
poeming, nuting, trornboning, musiking 
and the psychology of care, compas
sion and kindness. "Dr.T.' will feature 
selections from his most recent CD 
Bone Therapy. At Traprock Center for 
Peace & Justice, Miles St. Greenfield. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 5th & 6th 
Steve Martin's play, Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile, presented by the 
Greenfield Communfty College Theater 
Department, Sloan Theater, 8 p.m. 
$8/$5 students & seniors. Continues 
12/11 1012/13. 

THRU DECEMBER 6th 
The Gallery at Hallmark, Avenue A, 
Turners Falls: Michael Zide photogra
phy display Illuminated Ground. 

THRU DECEMBER 15th 
In the great hall at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center: Massachusetts 
Junior Duck Stamp exhibit. Thru 12/15. 
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HOT SPOT TUI CHUI 
MONDAYS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night 6 to 8 p,m, 

l+ee (except sovte trip.,), ~pm lo lotiil 
fems. So111e rcq11irs pom1i,~rio11 slip.,·. 

!1yb: Jar1·d al 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Strrer, Turners falls, 01376 

$ 
GREENFIELD 

~~~~~~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Shov.times for 

Friday, Nov. 20th to Thursday, Nov. 24th 

I. PLAN'ET PG in DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
PR.Ii SAT, SUN 12:00 3;00 
2. 2012 PG 13 in J)l S sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
FR.I, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. A CI-IRISTMAS CAROL l?G 
DAIL'\' 6:30 9;00 in L>iS sound 
FRI. SA"J: SUN 12:00 3:00 
4. CAPITALISM: A LOVE 
STORY DAILY 6:45 9:15 R 
fRl,SAT,SlJN 12:15 3:15 
5.PARANORMALACTIVITY R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
6. THE BLIND SLOE R 
DAILY 7:00 9:45 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
'J. TWIGHLIGHT: NEW MOON 
PG 13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:45 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 

l-'dol11y, U/20 9 Lo ll p.m. 
<jo~h Levangie. 

Johnnie Cash Tunes 
• S!lturclay, ll /21 9 - l L p.m, 

Kfl~fe.n F ofd 'Band 
lndic Rock 

Wednesday, 11 /25 9- ll p. m. 
Thadde."~ Mand~ 

Rock Fusion 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Locke,; Village R6ad 

tVt•~•f 1u 1/w Wt-midi f:mmttJ' s,,,,.,_. 

1)~ --w 'THE sucEfOll 
lUMCH\ 

THURS: 11119 I 8 PM I $5-? !donation) 
OOARTERLY '3 All-Star Gala 
benefilting: 
North Siar Self-directed Learning 

FR~ 1112019:30 PM I $5 
The David Wax Museum IMoxo·lmoricana 
from Boston) 

SlT: f 1/2119:30 PM I $3 
ROCKITQUEER !THE dance party!! 

WED: 11125 I 9 PM I $3 
Montague Phantom Brain Exchange 

78 THIRD STREET 
TIHIIERS FALLS, Ml 
IIElllllZVOllsmu.COlil 
TEl:413·863·2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

123 Avenue A • Turners Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

The~ill TaveRn 
Come FOR a dRink, STa!--J FOR a meal 

nw 'l':1\'CJ"H ,c""~ fort: mark· r,11111 fresh i11i:rcdic11I~ 

(111<>,tl> h>e;ill) pr<11hwt~ll i11 au at1no~phcr<· 1ha1 lc>,11:1> 
I, wnd,lup. < 111111rnu1111. 1111,I ""l~•<'I l<,r ,uu· 1·1Pl'ifll111nt·111. 

l-'11II1,,.,. ❖ ( :r\':11 "'111~ h•I ❖ Tht l'ropl~\ 1'11,1 h~•·1 <'" 1:111! 

Opc·11 \\'nl-Sun :ti .i I>"' 
11111, .1h~J.(ilh,11•1·111.t·11n, 

:i!Ui M;1111 lltl, (:ill. \Ii\ 
'ti' W\,81i!-l.!JOOli 

;-, LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
-,~ 

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

CONVERTED TO DVD, 
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

BIii & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 
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TALKING PICTURES 

Bad Education 
1 ea le = the its 4 ea les = the hei hts 

Can!)' i\!htlligah & Peter Sarsgaardjlirt with child ab1,se in An Education 
BY TODD DETMOLD them, either, as you also may 
CHICAGO - Did you hear the have heard) they'll keep coming 
one about how this year's up with these desperate pleas for 
Academy Awards will consider relevance and ratings. 
ten Best Picture nominees It's a fair bet that one of those 
instead of five? I make no secret ten slots will go to An Education, 
of my disdain for the political a <polite' British Bildungsroman 
machinations of the Oscars. I get about a sweet and innocent six
a morbid thrill when a develop- teen-year-old girl and the creep 
ment like this is announced - in his thirties who wins her vir
year after year, a hallowed tradi- ginjty, 
tion of my movie-loving youth Carey Mulligan is the little
manages to lower itself deeper known but striking young actress 
into its slum (wink). who inhabits Jenny, our moppet 

You know what actual hal- protagonist. I'll say it is rather 
lowed traditions and sacred insti- fun to watch her dance around an 
tutions don't need to do? Re- ensemble of prestige actors. 
brand. But since fewer people are The crux of this morality tale, 
watching the Oscars every year. as we're told seven times in the 
(and nobody wanted to host trailer and several more in the 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

film proper, is between Jenny's 
application to Oxford (boring!) 
and her romance (fun!) with 
Peter Sarsgaard's David, a 
cbam1ing man at least a decade 
older than she. 

It's Mulligan's precocious 
charisma that lends the film its 
spare moments of depth and 
ambiguity. Lt's plainly obvious 
that this is a na'ive girl makjng 
bad decisions despite the warn
ings of her Academy Award
nominated elders. But if 
Mulligan is so special and clever, 
maybe she should be al lowed to 
make an unpopular decision. 
Perhaps she knows something 
we don't. 

Formulating a plot summary 
makes my skin crawl, but here I 
go (by the way, l'm gonna spoil 
this one). Jenny's father is over
bearing and expects her to get 
into Oxford. She's the smartest 
girl in her class by a long shot, 
but she's hot so she still has 
friends. She has an overbearing 
teacher and an overbearing head
mistress. She meets David one 
day when he offers her a lift 
home from school in his fancy 
car. He lays on the cham1 pretty 
thick, and it's not long before 
he's sweet-talked her parents into 
letting her go to Paris with him 
for the weekend and he's trying 
to deflower her in a dingy airport 
hotel room with a banana. (I 
can't make this stuff up.) 

It's a profoundly unpleasant 
film. l'm not sure what's more 
unsettling: the dramatically fas-

cinating premise of borderline 
child abuse (age of consent in 
England is 16) or the fact that 
nobody involved in making the 
movie seems to be aware of how 
creepy Jenny's situation is. The 
storytelling here is just a curtain 
held over what amounts to little 
more than a vaguely conse1va
tive "Stay in School" PSA. The 
choice between David, the lying 
con-artist thief who' II break your 
heart, and Oxford, the presti
gious university, is a pretty obvi
ous one to those of us playing 
Aesop in the audience. But here 
we sit, having our noses rubbed 
in it. 

Jenny has four female role 
models: I) her mother, who cow
ers at her father's lantrnms; 2) 
her teacher, who doesn't want to 
see her throw her life away; 3) 
the headmistress. played by 
Emma Thompson, still kicking; 
and 4) David's best friend's 
blonde philistine idiot girlfriend, 
who asks why she reads books 
when she could read magazines. 
Su1Tounded by ciphers such as 
these, it's easy to see why our 
young heroine is so confused. 

A smidgen of dramatic ten
sion comes from the slow leak of 
David's secrets. First he's 
cha1ming, then he's creepy, then 
he's an art thiet: then he's perpe
trating elaborate real estate 
fraud, then there's the bit with 
the banana. I kept waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. He's already 
rnatTied, of course, and Jenny 
won't discover this until she's 

Wendell Town Meeting Approves Simple Living Resolution 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
Over 40 Wendell citizens attend
ed a special town meeting 
Wednesday, November 18th and 
approved every article on the 
warrant, all but one unanimous
ly. 

Although it called for no spe
cific action, Article 9 generated 
the most discussion, and gained 
the only dissenting votes, two. 

As passed, this resolution 
read: 

The voters of Wendell 
hereby recognize the right 
of its citizens to live using 
lirtle or no manufactured 
fuels or electricity, remind
ing all of us that there are 
safe technologies.for living 
a healthful, fully integrat
ed life in the community 
that minimize cost and 
known harmfiil environ
mental impacts. We urge 
the effort of Wendell offi
cials in establishing that 
right, limited only by 
potential endangerment to 
others. 

tric apartment for themselves as 
part of renovated barn on their 
prope1ty, using a composting toi
let, and to make it legal for oth
ers in town who may want to 
reduce their environment impact 
to pursue similar approaches to 
the same goal. 

Board of health member 
Martha Senn asked if the intent 
of the resolution was to have 
board members disregard laws 
they are elected to uphold. 
Jonathan von Ranson said town 
boards have a lot of authority to 
work within the law, and he 
mentioned the situation in 
Leyden where the board of 
health tried to stop a man from 
Jiving without hot water, using 
an outhouse, before finally 
allowing him to use a compost
ing toilet, and live without elec
tricity, heating his own water as 
needed. 

Nina Keller said the state 
sometimes looks to the towns for 
direction, and the resolution is 
just a leaning, not a binding 
instruction. 

uncomfortable with the underly
ing accusative tone the resolu
tion showed to board members, 
who serve essentially as volun
teers. 

Ln the other articles the town 
paid bills of prior years, correct
ed an accounting error, and 
authorized taking $9,000 from 
stabilization to insulate the town 
hall. Speaking as a member of 
the finance committee Slavas 
said the new town library used 

800 gallons of oil last year, and 
the town hall, which is used far 
less, used 2,500 gallons. 

Voters authorized tl1e creation 
or an emergency management 
committee of five members to 
assist the emergency manage
ment director. People have been 
meeting with the emergency 
management director since the 
ice sto,m of last winter, and the 
committee would give those 
meetings official statl1s. 

ANATOMY OF ouR ASIAN SALAD NICOISE: 

Pickled 
ginger 

\ 
Crisp greenbeans + 

A bed of greens 

November 19, 2009 

dropped out of school for him. 
Poor, naYve girl should've lis
tened to Emma Thompson. 

It doesn't matter, though, that 
he's married, and after that reve
lation David is never seen again. 
There are no consequences to 
her juvenile hedonism. Whal 
matters is that she pa1takes in a 
final-act "studying montage" 
and gets into Oxford. 

An Education is Oscar Bait. 
It's mediocre filmmak.ing with a 
conservative hea1t and a British 
accent, a bit of lavish period 
detail and a tidy happy ending. It 
also has the secret ingredient of 
middlebrow morality, with just 
enough distance from the actual 
issues to render the whole affair 
offensive to anybody who cares 
about what movies are actually 
capable of. The fact that Nick 
Homby wrote the thing I must 
ascribe either to the increasing
ly-believable notion that High 
Fidelity and About a Boy were 
fiukes, or that he just doesn't 
know anything about women. 
Either way, I don't know why we 
put up with this tripe. No doubt 
there will be nine more good rea
sons to watch Sunday Night 
Football next March. 

COMEDY AT THE SHEA 

Soy 
sauce 

This article derived from an 
effort by Jonathan and Susan 
von Ranson to build a non-elec-

Bob Schulman said, "ff we 
wail for the federal or state gov
ernments to act, we'll be 
buried." 

Jim Slavas said be was Wasabi paste Sesame encrusted sushi-grade tuna 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real ~state Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
--------------------

413 -773 -1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARVLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

W' 
RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials Glas, 15, Doi/le 120, Appuizml10 

Thursday Night Jazz 6:Jo ,. 9,Jo 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 ( Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

<:-

d~~ scsc 
SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 

SUPPLY Co. INC. 
"Rl>Ck solid service with level advice~ 

Regency Fireplace Products 

Come see our fuU line of pellet, 1~ood 
and gas stoves. inserts & :firepl·aces 
today! Our Fireplaae Design Center 
makes it's easy to choose the right ttnil 
lo suit your lifestyle. 

413-863-4322 
298 Avonu~ A .. Tur.ners Falls, MA www.sbauahansupply.com 




