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Williams Tapped 
~o~ Adina Chief 

Chris Williams 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - After 
interviewing sergeant 
Charles Dodge and staff 
sergeant Chris Williams on 
Tuesday afternoon, the 
selectboard had a hard time 
deciding between the two 
candidates for the position 
of acting chief of the 
Montague police depait
ment. Ray Zukowksi, who 
has led the force for the 
past six yeai-s, is retiring on 
November 26th. 

A photo simulation of the proposed wind farm in Shelburne, as vie111ed from the Buckland side of Shelburne Falls. 
Mt. Massaemet Windjarm, Inc. proposes to build eight 470-Joot tall wind turbines on the east side of Mt. Massaemet in Shelburne. 

"Either one would make 
a great chief," said town 
administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio after the cai1-
didates were interviewed, 
and the three selectboru·d 
membe1-s all agreed. 

But in the end, the 
selectboard voted unani-

see CIDEF page 10 

BY KATIE NOLAN 
SHELBURNE - "A lot of 
people think wind energy 
is green and free, but that's 
a big misconception," said 
Lamia Holland, a 
Shelburne resident who 
opposes the constmction 
of a wind farm on Mom1t 
Massaemet. "Eve1yone is 
desperate for an alternative 
to the energy system we 
have, but wind is not the 
answer." 

Mt. Massaemet 
Windfann, Inc. wants to 
build eight 2.5-megawatt 

wind turbines on 120 acres 
along the east slope of the 
mom1tain, according to its 
application to the 
Shelbmne Zoning Boai·d 
of Appeals (ZBA). The 
application has kicked up a 
tail wind of local opposi
tion. 

Holland, who made her 
comments outside a jam 
packed Shelbmne plfilllling 
board meeting on 
November 9th, where the 
public was not pennitted to 
speak, said wind fanns ru·e 
a problem because they 

Pllairrming f(O)r Unplanncecdl EvcenlCS 
'.> " t,.,, • .. .. ~ : 

Downed oak trees and power lines blocked the intersection of Juggler Meadow and Amherst 
&ad following the October 29th storm, which knocked out power to 100% of Leverett. 

BY TANYA CUSHMAN to take for granted. October 29th stonn that left 
LEVERETT - Emergency Communication, heat, the town with a 100% 
plamling is a study in water, hot food - all were power outage that lingered 
worst-case scenarios in sh01t supply, for days. through the week. Power 
eveiyone fervently hopes Plfilllling for emergen- ru1d phone lines were 
will never occm. But eai·li- cies is almost an oxy- down, many roads were 
er tins montl1 a worst case moron, but the Leverett impassable, ru1d for the first 
scenru-io did occm, when emergency plrunling board time in recent memory, the 
many of om villages, met Thursday morning, town activated ru1 emer
towns, comities, and states November 1 0tl1, to tiy to gency shelter at the ele
were without some basic plru1 for tl1em anyway, in mentruy school (fallout 
necessities we have come the aftermath of an see PLANNING pg 12 

use more energy to pro
duce electricity than they 
actually produce, "a lot 
like the ethanol scam." 
She added, "Wind fa1ms 
wouldn't survive without 
government subsidies." 

Holland maintains that 
federal and state govern
ments are promoting wind 
fa1ms as a Green energy 
somce, "but they are not 
cutting carbon dioxide 
einissions overall or pro
ducing enough energy to 
reduce the number of coal
fired plants." Holland 

added that wind generat01-s 
can receive "massive cor
porate subsidies" through 
trading in carbon credits. 

According to Frederick 
"Don" Field, who repre
sented Mt. Massaemet 
Windfann at the plruming 
boru·d meeting, the propos
al does not represent cor
porate excess but home 
grown values. The propo
nent's website: mtmas
saemetwindfarminc.com, 
describes the company as a 
relatively small venture: "a 
privately owned clean 

energy company whose 
sole business venture is to 
own ru1d operate a wind 
power facility on the ridge 
line of Mt. Massaemet in 
Shelburne, MA." 

Opponents counter on 
their website: shel
bmnewind.info, "The Mt. 
Massaemet project will 
receive checks in the mail 
from boITowed taxpayer 
money and extra chru·ges 
from your electric bill. 
These subsidies alone will 
likely total most of the cost 

see WIND page 11 

Paurell1lt ancdl fitzpait.Irncck 
Teaim lUlp f(Q)r Veteirall1l §emcees 

Leo Parent (g, director of Veterans Services, and Mark Fitzpatrick, Veterans Services officer 
share responsibilities for the 23 towns of the Central Franklin County Veterans District. 

BY LEE WICKS questions about benefits, Veteran's Services officei· 
TURNERS FALLS - It real estate tax abatements, for the 23-town region, 
takes com-age to fight in healtl1 care and enn·ru1ce hold infonnation sessions 
any war, ru1d it takes ru1oth- into the Soldie1-s Home. tluoughout the year. Pru·ent 
er kind of cow-age years To help with all this ru1d and FitzpatI-ick each work 
later to seek help, as a vet- more Leo Pru·ent, the direc- pa1t time to help veterans 
erar1, for end of life issues, tor of Veteran's Se1vices and their frunilies tluough a 
to face a group of people for the Central Franklin tru1gle of pape1work ru1d 
and annom1ce you have a County Veterru1s DistI-ict, regulations, both state ru1d 
teiminal illness, to ask hard and Mark FitzpatI-ick, the see VETERANS pg 1 0 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Kitty of Light 

Paris 
Bonjour! I am an international

ly sophisticated eight-year-old 
female domestic longhair cat by 
the name of Paris. You may call 
me Paree if you like. I am beauti
fol, friendly, affectionate and a 
hue raconteur. I have a gorgeous 
long gray and black coat with a 
gray undercoat. What more could 
you ask for in a companion? I 
love to sit on shoulders and have 
been known to hug while being 
held. Paper bags, bugs, moths and 
any toy you bring me sends me 
over the moon. To find out more 
about adopting me, please contact 
the Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

Holiday Recycllni 
For Thanksgiving week: trash 
and recycling in Montague for 
Thursday will be picked up on 
Friday and Friday will be picked 
up on Saturday, November 26th. 

ber 
ue 

more info? call: 863-2054 

Feel like a 
Brand New Personl 

W-nh a Haircut 
at Ed's 
Barber 

, ~ 1. Shop 
74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Crew Products • Gift Certificates 

"56 Years on the Ave" 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3L\eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

ei1-or occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis
ing for any reason a!ld to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 
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WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Home for the Holidays Showlni Sunday 

The Wendell COAFilm Series 
presents a special film at the 
library for Thanksgiving, Home 
for the Holidays (1995, 103 min
utes, PG-13), an ode to family 
dysfonction, directed by Jodie 
Foster, featuring a stellar cast 
including Anne Bancroft, Holly 

Hunter, Robe1t Downey Jr., and 
Charles Durning among others, 
on Sunday, November 20th at 
7:00 p.m. The showing also 
includes the sho1t film Save the 
Planet (1979, 18 minutes) by 
Wendell filmmaker Dan Keller 
before Home for the Holidays. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Thanksilvlni Crafts on Saturday 

BY LINDA mcKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Don't 
miss Saturday's children's craft 
program on November 19th, 
10:30 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library. Come make table deco
rations for Thanksgiving out of a 
wide variety of a1t materials. 

Projects will include haivest cen
terpieces, creative place settings 
and napkin rings. This is a great 
opportunity for adults and chil
dren to work together on season
al projects. All materials will be 
provided. For more info1mation, 
call 413-863-3214. 

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Upcomlni Proirams and C/W MARS Upirade 

Join us for upcoming pro
grams - Story Stars for pre
schoolers presents Sugar Gliders 
& Rabbits on Sunday, November 
20th, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

All Day Downloads & 
Donuts on Wednesday, 
November 30th. Download 
ebooks, and enjoy refreshments. 

Program details for these and 
upcoming programs are avail
able in Around Town, Etving's 
newsletter, and at the libra1y. 
Call: 423-3348 for more info. 

The software that connects 
the libraiy to htmdreds of other 
libraries in Cenn·al and Western 
Massachusetts (C/W MARS), 
will change to an open source 
system called Evergreen. This 
u·ansition should occur during 
the holiday week between 

Christmas and the first week of 
the New Yeai·. The libraiy may 
be closed during this time for 
n·aining and software mainte
nance. We will keep you posted. 
If you encounter any difficulty 
accessing materials you need 
during this changeover, library 
staff will assist you. 

Etving Public Library is 
located at 17 Moore Sn·eet. For 
more info call: 413-423-3348 or 
email: e1vinglibra1y@net
scape net. 

The libra1y is now open 
Sundays, from 1-4 p.m., 
Mondays and Thursdays, from 
1-7 p.m., Wednesdays, from 10 
am. to4pm. 

The library's newsletter may 
be viewed online at: erving
publiclibraiy.wordpress.com. 

Author's Tea and Mother Goose In Greenfield 
BY LINDA mcKMAN 
GREENFIELD - Celebrate 
Family Literacy Month with an 
author's tea on Saturday, 
November 19th, 10:00 am. at the 
Federal Street School. The event 
features Marie Betts Bartlett's 
newly released children's book, 
The Little Yellow Trolley Car. 
There will be many fi.m and edu
cational activities including sto
rytelling, puppet making and 
music. 

Linda Hickman, Children's 
Libraiian of the Montague Public 
Libraiies, will perfo1m Mother 
Goose on the Loose with live gui
tar and banjo music. 
Refreshments will be se1ved. 

Marie Betts Ba1tlett lives in 
Montague, and the featured n·ol
ley is from Shelbune Falls. The 
activities are designed for chil
dren ages 0 - 8. For more infor
mation, call Kai·en Green at 413-
665-1555. 

November 17, 2011 

The audience enjqyed Missoula Oblangata's experimental theater pe,jormance 
in a supermarket, November 12th, courtesy of Food City and RiverCulture. 
Next- a fashion show in a laundromat! See Suzee's facebook page for iifo. 

Correktions 

Off with your Headline! 
In the twinkling of an eye, as if 

subject to a witch's spell, the last 
word of the title of our repo1t 
from professor Teofilo Ruiz's lec
ture on the persecution of women 
accused of witchcraft in 
Renaissance Europe mysteriously 
vanished on the way to the print
er last Thursday. Had this necro
mancy not been worked on us, we 
would have offered you the com
plete headline, thus: A Brief 
History ofWztch Hunts. 

It is never too late to coITect an 
injustice. Last week in News and 
Notes, we falsely stated that 
Robe1t Schuyler, who died on 
November 5th at age 93, was 
Leverett's oldest resident. In fact, 
he was the male Boston Post 

Wreath Sale 
The Family of Life Commission 
of Holy Trinity Church will be 
selling Christmas wreaths on 
Saturday, November 26th, 10:00 
am. to 2:00 pm. and 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. and on Stmday, November 
27th, 7:30 to 11:30 am. Proceeds 
from this sale will benefit Holy 
Trinity Paiish. 

Psychic Fair 
The National Spititual Alliance is 
sponsoring a Psychic Fair on 
Saturday, November 26th, 11 :00 
am. to 4:00 pm. at Thompson 
Temple across from the Lake 
Pleasant post office. More info at 
the TNSA website, www.then
ationalspiritualallianceinc.org. 

Gold Cane holder, but the oldest 
resident in town remains the 
female Gold Cane holder, Elaine 
Bai·kin, 98, who was seen at the 
town's emergency shelter eating a 
pot roast meal with her neighbors 
following the Hallowe'en snow
storm. She is as foll of good ideas 
about issues in town, especially 
as they pe1tain to seniors, as ever. 

In last week's Notes from the 
Gill-Montague School Commit
tee, due to an editing eITor we 
incoITectly stated that Joyce 
Phillips read a statement object
ing to her being passed over for 
appointment on the Regionaliz
ation Planning Committee. 
Rather, Phillips read an email she 
received from school committee 
chair Michael Langknecht where 
he detailed reasons why he did 
not select her for the committee. 
She refoted those reasons, and 
was suppo1ted by other school 
members who had se1ved with 
Phillips on the Facilities Use 
Subcommittee. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

fl 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - November 21st • 25th 
GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Sn·eet, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. The meal 
site manager is Keny Togneri. 
Council on Aging director is 
Roberta Potter. All fimess classes 
are supported by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Voltmtary donations are 
accepted. For info1mation, meal 
rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs, call 413-863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. 

Monday, November 21st 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, November 22nd 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
10:30 am. Chair Yoga 
1 :00 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday, November 23rd 
10:00 am. Aerobics 

11:00 a.m. Third Wednesday 
Book Club 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, November 24th 
Closed for Thanksgiving 
Friday, November 25th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1:00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant Sn·eet, Etvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For information and rese1va
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at 413-423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Sai·acino. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations 24 hours 
in advance. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center to confum 
activities, schedule and to find 
out when the next blood pres
sure clinic will be held. 

Monday, November 21st 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 

10:00 am. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, November 22nd 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, November 23rd 
8:45 am. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, November 24th 
Closed for Thanksgiving 
Friday, November 25th 
9:00 am. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Ltmch - t.b.a. 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - F11days, 12:00 
p.m. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
• For info1mation, contact the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5 or coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760 for 
hours and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 

"It's just a stone's throw from reality.• 
Groceries -Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer - Wine - liquor 

MON • ~JJ!d~fAY a.a 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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MassDEP to Boost Textile Recvcling 

_ local Briefs 
JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - Walk the trails at 
Poplar Mountain Conservation 
Area on Sunday, November 20th, 
from 10:00 am. to 1 :00 p.m. 
The town of Eiving bought this 
land in 2007 with help from the 
Mount Grace Land Conservation 
Tmst. To reach the hike, take 
Route 2 to Old State Road. 
Parking is one mile up from the 
western intersection of Old State 
and Route 2 across from a white 
farmhouse. The trailhead will be 
marked by a gate with a yellow 
blaze. Please join in to explore 
this beautiful forested area and to 
clean up after the swprise early 
snowsto1m. 

On Friday, November 25th, 
struting at 4:30 pm. Shelburne 
Falls will hold the annual 
Moonlight Magic event to kick 
off the holiday season. The vil
lage still has space available for 
vendors and is seeking street per
formers and musicians. A typical 
Moonlight Magic attracts nearly 
1,500 visitors to the Falls. Over 
1,200 luminaries line the streets 
and sidewalks to create a festive 
atmosphere. The event includes 
"Lighting of the Village," a 
parade of lights, visits with 
Santa, carolers, street performers, 
vendors, classic ca1toons, and 
trolley rides. If you are interested 
in pa1ticipating, please contact 
info@shelburnefalls.com or call 
413-625-2526. 

Attention all Parrot Heads, 
are you dreaming of island liv
ing, balmy weather, and that per
fectly lazy day on the beach? 

-♦ol'ITAC6 
SENIOR~ 
CENTER 

CHRISTMAS 
BAZAAR 

NOV. 19 

• 

Then swing or dance by the Shea 
Theater, Avenue A in Turners 
Falls on November 26th, for 
some "Changes in Latitudes," 
one of America's premier tribute 
shows to singer-songwriter 
Jimmy Buffett. 

This nine-piece band has a 
singular plan and that is to take 
you to Margaritaville by captur
ing the look, feel, and sound of a 
real Buffett conceit. So, if you're 
ready for a latitude adjustment, 
break out yow-straw hats, grass 
skiits, Hawaiian shuts, kick off 
your shoes if you bother to wear 
them, and join the beach paity. 
Who could forget the classic 
song, "Cheeseburger in 
Paradise?" The Pa1rnt Head 
pre-pa1ty begins at 6:00 pm. but 
is limited to the first 100 ticket 
holders. The concert kicks off at 
8:00 p.m. and promises to be a 
festive "Havana Day Dreamer" 
time. For rese1vations call the 
Shea box office at 413-863-2281. 

Ann Feitelson, of Montague 
Center, walking along Migrato1y 
Way recently overheai·d a man 
ask if anyone had seen the pink
footed goose. He had come all 
the way from Delaware on 
repo1ts of sightings of this bird, 
usually only found in No1way. 
Info1mation on such rare bird 
sightings is shared on 
birdingonthe net, she leained. 

This info1mation will be of 
great interest to the new birding 
group forming at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center; call 413-863-
3221 to find out more. 

The Gill/Montague Senior 
Center at 62 Fifth Street in 
Turners Falls is holding the 
Annual Ch1istmas Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 19th, from 
9:00 am. until 1:00 pm. This 
event is organized by the Friends 
of the Senior Center. There will 
be great raftle prizes donated 
from many local businesses, a 
silent auction, crafts, a bake sale, 
gifts and a great quilt to be raffled 
off as well. Suppo1t ow· Senior 
Center this holiday, what a won
derful way to give back to the 
community. 
Send local briefs to: reporter
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

BOSTON - In recognition of 
America Recycles Day, 
November 15th, the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) announced its sup
port for a new campaign to 
increase public awareness of 
textile recycling, which sup
ports local businesses and 
reduces the amount of waste 
sent to landfills and waste 
combustors. The outreach cam
paign is sponsored by the 
Secondary Materials and 
Recycled Textiles Association 
(SMART), a non-profit, trade 
association whose members 
reclaim, convert and recycle 
textiles across the globe. 

More than 230,000 tons of 
usable textiles - including 
clothing, footwear, towels, 
bedding and other fabric-based 
products - were sent to land
fills and incinerators in 
Massachusetts in 2010, accord
ing to the results of a recent 
waste composition study pub
lished by MassDEP. Ninety-

Raffle Hauls in 3K 
for 

Meals on Wheels 

Pictured (I to r) are Elizabeth Foster, HR 
manager at Fa-ICC, who worhd with 
quilter Irena IJ1t!J•ch on the rajjle prizt. 

BY ANNA VIADERO -
MONTAGUE CITY - Irena 
Pydych, of Turners Falls, along 
with quilters from her sewing 
classes, created a queen sized 
quilt that was raffle.d off to ben
efit Meals on Wheels at the 
Franklin County Horne Care 
Annual Meeting on November 
9th. The raffle brought in more 
than $3,000 for Meals on 
Wheels. Roberta Landry of 
Athol won the quilt. Other win
ners can be found at 
www.fchcc.org. 

five percent of all clothing and 
household textiles can be recy
cled or repmposed, according 
to SMART officials. The 
Association encourages people 
to donate or recycle all cloth
ing and household textiles in 
any condition as long as they 
are clean and dry at all times 
through the collection process. 
The five percent of textile 
materials that are disposed of 
as trash are either wet, 
mildewed or contaminated 
with oil, paint, or another haz
ardous material. 

The donation of clothing, 
shoes, linens and bedding sup
ports a thriving industry in 
Massachusetts and across the 
country. Charities such as 
Goodwill, Salvation Almy and 
St. Vincent repo1t that about 
15-20 % of the clothing and 
textiles they receive as dona
tions are sold in their retail 
stores. 

The items they can't sell in 
the U.S. are sold to textile bro
kers who sort and grade the 
material into categories. About 
45% is sent to developing 
countries as wearable clothing, 
another 30% is sent to compa
nies such as ERC Wiping 
Products in Lynn, MA where 
they are converted into indus
trial wiping cloths, and the 
remainder are sent to fiber con
verters like Millbury Textile 
Recycling (Millbury, MA) 
where they are broken down 

into their basic fiber compo
nents to be re-manufachued 
into insulation, carpet padding 
or sound-proofing materials. 

"We want the public to 
know all clothing and house
hold textiles such as table
cloths, sheets, shoes, belts, and 
stuffed animals can be recy
cled. As long as the items are 
clean, even if they are stained 
or damaged, there is a recy
cling use for the material," says 
Lany Groipen, SMART presi
dent. "Nationally, only 15 % of 
clothing and textiles are recy
cled, with the other 85 % going 
to landfills or waste combus-
tors." 

Consumers can locate tex
tile recyclers in their area by 
visiting SMART's web site at 
www.SMARTasn.org. An 
interactive tool (widget) on the 
site allows users to enter their 
Zip Code to identify the closest 
organization that accepts cloth
ing and other household tex
tiles for recycling. 

0PEK HOPS£ AT 
SOPTH CROSS ALPACAS 

Smt. Nov. 26th • rn am to 4 pm 
4 SoUflh Cross Rood, Gm 

Meet and hand feed the animals 
Holiday gifts available. 

Hats, scarves, and 
mittens, to name a few I 

~ 
I\."\ 

OPEN 
9-5 

Drawing at 
4:00 Sat Nov 19th 

BASKET RAFFLE 
Each purchase 

gets a ticket 

Ge: a FREE gues: s ze bar of soap while supplies last 

o(.,; Thank '( OU nto'?> 
~t°"7 ·~ V 

ll er l\pprec\f:\t~ 
1100 3RD STREET • TURNERS FALLS • 863-5252 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

~ 
CHEVROLET 

' Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Brian Sadlowsl<i 
Sales Representative 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

www.111ccnrthyfi111rrnlho111t·s.c1m1 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Since 189.'i 

On the Common 
Gremjield, M assaclmsetls 

Titnurs Falls, Massachusttts 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Director 

l,>am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR!, $RES, CBR Office: (413) 498_0207 x2 

Cell: {413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: {413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

qissance li};Uders 
'2Ealitp, (}qftsmanship, ©riginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

ptOW FRAU & BOW WOtt 
CLEAN-OUT5 AND HAUUNG 
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Caring for Veterans 
- A Lifetime Commitment -

In events leading up to last 
Friday's Veterans Day holiday, 
the Obama administration has 
been busy reminding employers 
that recent veterans lag behind 
the rest of the population in the 
unemployment line, with 11.5% 
of rehuning veterans from Iraq 
and Afghanistan now unable to 
find a job. 

Still, as Dr. Sarah Kemble, 
founder of the Community 
Health Center of Franklin 
County told a senior sympo
sium at Greenfield Community 
College's downtown campus on 
Wednesday, November 9th, 
there is at least one category in 
which America is doing better 
when it comes to meeting the 
needs of rehuning war veterans 
than it does with the population 
at large. That catego1y is health 
care. 

"The reality in eve1y other 
developed country," said 
Kemble, "is that truly account
able health care is non-profit 
health care, where all capitation 
payments are used for patient 
care, capital funding is kept 
separate and is based on region
al health planning, and the 20% 
of health care dollars America 
spends on insurance middle 
men is eliminated. The rich and 
the poor are all included in the 
same plan. Like roads and 
bridges, health care is consid
ered a basic infrastructure need 
the govemment must keep in 
place, for all to access, and 
quality data is used for the 
improvement in the quality of 
care." 

Forhmately, said Kemble, 
who recently left the 
Commtmity Health Center, 
where she worked as a prima1y 

care physician, to take 
a job as the chief 

Deer Readers, 

medical officer of the 
Springfield Medical Care 
System in Ve1mont, the United 
States ah'eady has a fine work
ing model of what she called 
"truly accotmtable" non-profit 
care the Veterans 
Administration health se1vice. 

Kemble cited numerous 
studies she said proved that the 
VA hospital system delivers 
better quality care than the best 
HMOs. The VA is an integrated 
system that both provides and 
pays for care for veterans 
throughout their lives. 
Therefore, the VA avoids the 
pe1verse 'pay for se1vices' 
model of private health care, 
and instead invests in the kind 
of preventative care for patients 
that can be a model for cost 
control in the provision of qual
ity care for the nation as a 
whole. 

The Veterans Administration 
provides "a national health care 
program" for veterans, Kemble 
said, "not social insurance like 
Medicare and Medicaid." 
Because the VA both pays for 
and provides health care for its 
patients throughout their lives, 
"Its results are better and its 
costs are lower" than either pri
vate or public health care plans 
in this countiy. 

As America's formal 
November 11th salute to veter
ans fades from the nation's cal
endar and consciousness, it is 
impo1tant to continue to hold 
up the model of care provided 
by the Veterans Administration 
as an example of how our 
nation can do better to provide 
the basic human right of health 
care for all our citizens. 

For the general population, 
Kemble pointed out, America 
spends more than $7000 per 
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person per year on health care -
a per capita figure more than 
double what nations such as 
Japan, Sweden, France, or 
Ge1many spend. Yet America's 
health outcomes consistently 
measure below the outcomes in 
these and other developed 
nations, where the govemment 
provides for public health. For 
example, one of the leading 
indicators of the health of gen
eral population can be found in 
the accurate measure of infants 
who smvive their first 12 
months of life. Kemble noted 
that in America, the infant mor
tality rate - 6.7 per thousand 

■t·li=iia·ht·h■ 

and rising - compares poorly 
with the infant mortality rates 
of Canada (5.1), Austi·alia (4.1), 
France (3.8), Italy (3.7), 
Germany (3.5) and Sweden 
(2.5). 

Kemble added, "We don't 
have equal access to health 
care" in America, where mun
sured children die at a higher 
rate than insured children do. 

She also said, "Poor adults 
are over four times as likely to 
have poor health," as adults 
who live above the pove1ty line 
in America. A 2009 sh1dy 
Kemble cited by the American 
Journal of Public Health esti-

November 17, 2011 

mated that, once other factors 
are accmmted for, 45,000 
Americans die each year as a 
result of not having health 
insurance, and consequently 
allowing treatable illnesses to 
go undiagnosed or cared for. 

"I've had my patients literal
ly drop dead at work because 
they could not afford the cost of 
medical care or to take the time 
off from work," said Kemble. 

For all the ways we fail our 
rettuning veterans, they are bet
ter off than the rest of the popu
lation in at least one respect. 
The govemment takes care of 
their health. 

Seniors Rally to Stop Entitlement Cuts 
BYALNORMAN 
BOSTON - More than 2000 eld- ~ 
erly and disabled individuals con-
verged on the Wang Center in 
Boston on November 9th to stage 
a mass protest against proposed 
cuts to Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid. 

Sponsored by Mass Senior 
Action, AARP, Mass Home Care 
and several dozen elderly rights 
and labor groups, the rally literal
ly sent a "big message" to one of 
the members of the congressional 
super committee tasked with 
developing specific proposals to 
cut the federal deficit. 

Seniors took a large envelope 
sh1ffed with postcards from eld
ers to the Boston office of U.S. 
Senator John Keny, the only New 
England lawmaker on the 12-per-

Seniors and 111ork£rs Sf!Y ''NO" to entitlement cuts- Boston, November 9th 
son deficit reduction committee. 

The November 9th hlmout 
was described as historic, coming 
roughly two weeks before the 
super committee is scheduled to 
subinit its findings to the full 
Congress. The rally began at the 
Wang Theati·e, and was followed 
by a "rolling march" and caravan 

We Welcome Your 
Letters! 

;fffilontagur l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema-net 

through Downtown Crossing 
towards the offices of Senator 
Kerry and Senator Scott Brown 
near City Hall Plaza in Boston. 

Max Richtman, head of the 
National Committee to Prese1ve 
Social Security and Medicare 
told the crowd, "The threat to 
programs which touch the lives 
of virtually every American fam
ily, has never been as serious as it 
is right now. In Washington these 
days, cutting benefits to Iniddle
class and poor Americans is seen 
by too many as a sign of courage 
- rather than what it truly is -
Inisplaced priorities which con
tinue to ask average Americans to 
pay for fiscal policies which for 
more than a decade have benefit-

see SENIORS page 5 
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Fresh Challenges for the 
Atlantic Salmon Program 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS, 
The SOUTH END - "We are 
working at reassessing every pro
gram in the region. That includes 
all the salmon programs in New 
England," Bill Archambault, 
deputy director of fisheries for 
the US Fish and Wildlife's north
east region told the Connecticut 
River Atlantic Salmon 
Commission (CRASC) on 
Thursday, November 10th, at 
their meeting at the Silvio Conte 
Anadromous Fish Lab in Turners 
Falls. 

Greenfield environmental 
journalist Karl Meyer, who has 
been the CRASC's most persist
ent critic of late, has estimated 
that the federal government 
spends at least $10 million a year 
to restore an extinct species of 
cold water salmon to the river 
that historically provided the 
southernmost reach to its spawn
ing habitat - in the 1400s to 
1800s, when mean global tem
peratures were colder than now. 

The results? 
Eighty-six miles from the sea, 

on the 410-mile long Connecticut 
River, in 2005, 132 salmon were 
counted returning to the Holyoke 
dam. In 2006, that number 
ch·opped to ll5. In 2007, 107 
salmon made it back to Holyoke; 
in 2008, 86; in 2009, 60; in 2010 
that number dropped to 52. 

But there was some satisfac
tion in the ranks of the CRASC 
representatives from Ve1mont, 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut who gathered in 

SENIORS from page 4 
ed the wealthy." 

AARP Massachusetts state 
director Deb Banda said, 
"Medicare and Social Security 
aren't luxuries. They aren't fat to 
be trimmed. They are the back
bone of suppo1t that allows older 
Americans to live with a modest 
level of dignity and peace of 
mind in retirement." The super 
committee is considering poten
tial cuts to Medicaid, Medicare 
and Social Security that would 
ha1m today's seniors and work
ers, including: a $ll2 billion cut 
to Social Security by changing 
how the Social Security cost of 
living adjustment (COLA) is cal
culated and reducing benefits; 
raising the age ofMedicai·e eligi
bility from 65 to 67; and, increas
ing out-of-pocket costs for sen-

Turners last week when ,,, 
CRASC's executive assistant, ~ 
Ken Sprankle noted that the num- if 
ber of returning salmon in the 9 
Connecticut was up this spring, as S 
was the number of salmon return- ~ 
ing to spawn in rivers throughout The Connecticut River Atlantic Salmon Commission met Thursday, November 10th at the Silvio Conte Fish Lab. 
New England generally. Archambault characterized the Maine to Rhode Island for cere- simplicity of its design - allow 

At the Holyoke dam, 107 damage to one of CRASC's key monial use (or ceremonial feasts) enough water in the river's natu
salmon were counted returning to components - the White River - about 4000 fish. ral channel, crowd the fish into a 
spawn this year. National Fish Hatche1y in Bethel, Archambault noted that "the oversized bucket and lift them 

Sprankle insists that Meyer's VT following flooding from constmction budget for Fish and over the dam - should not dis
$10 million figure for annual fed- Tropical Storm Irene in August. Wildlife has been pretty much courage the commissioners 
eral expenditures on the Atlantic Meyer gave a more precise fig- zeroed out," putting the foture responsible for fish passage on 
Salmon restoration program in ure, when he cited US Fish and restoration of the hatche1y in the public's river from copying it 
the Connecticut River is wildly Wtldlife's appropriation request doubt. at the Turners Falls dam, where 
exaggerated. He gives a $1.5 mil- in mid-September for $10 - $14 "We need to rebuild the elec- spawning populations of shad 
lion figure for the program, million in emergency fonding to trical and water systems" at and herring and other native 
instead. Since the fonding for the rebuild the damaged facility, White River Hatche1y, said species have failed - in large 
program is spread out through which was flooded with river Archambault, "not to mention numbers - to negotiate the turbu
four states and several federal water known to be contaminated rumoring the river. We've lost lent waters and lengthy concrete 

Kar/Mryer 
agencies, it is a difficult number 
to verify independently. 

But however big that fonding 
stream may be, the CRASC com
missioners sounded wo1ried that 
the federal government may soon 
be cutting it off at the source, 
once the super committee 
charged with reducing the federal 
deficit completes its work ( or 
fails to) next week. 

with didymo, an invasive alga acres along the river bank," to the fish ladders at either end of the 
also known as 'rock snot.' recent flood. "Our intention is to power canal, Meyer said. 

The prime product of the get White River rebuilt, but I The key to successfolly intro-
Bethel fish hatche1y is salmon can't give a time frame." ducing a fish lift at the Turners 
eggs - about six million a year Meyer has other ideas about dam, Meyer said, lies in the 
were produced there - and due to how the CRASC - which, by the CRASC regulating spring flows 
flood damage the White River way, used to be called the New in the natural riverbed - the two 
Hatche1y has been forced to England Cooperative Fisheries mile stretch below the dam 
transport this year's remaining Commission before breeding Meyer calls the Connecticut's 
eggs to other hatcheries ai·ound hybrid salmon eclipsed the com- "dead reach." Instead of allowing 
the region. About half the eggs mission's other concerns - might the No1thfield Mountain pumped 
were lost - so stocking effo1ts spend whatever federal dollars hydro station to use the 
will be reduced for the coming remain in the pipeline. He told a Connecticut River north of the 
year, regardless offoture fonding. meeting of the Greater No1thfield Turners dam as a private money 
And due to the threat of conta- Watershed Association on spigot, Meyer said the regulators 
gion and the possible spread of November 6th that the Holyoke should actually regulate in the 
didymo, Archambault received fish lift - installed in 1955 to public interest, foregoing their 
the unanimous consent of the improve fish passage for the half 44-yeai· "failed experiment" in 
CRASC commissioners to dis- dozen or so species of anadro- reintroducing an extinct species 
perse the remaining brood stock mous fish native to the of Atlantic salmon in favor of 
of salmon from the Bethel hatch- Connecticut River, including providing safe passage for the 
e1y to federally recognized shad and blueback hening - had river's native species to their 

"Multiple millions," is how Native American tribes from proven to be a great success. The ancestral spawning grounds. 

iors in Medicai·e. 
Rally organizers say these 

benefits represent an intergenera
tional commitment - and that 
cuts of the magnitude being con
sidered by the super committee 
would constitute a betrayal of the 
seniors, veterans, and workers 
who have paid into the safety net 
and retirement systems for years. 
Social Security has not con
tributed one dime to the federal 
deficit, and cutting Medicare 
alone will not address the sky
rocketing costs crippling the 
entire health care system. 

Today, about one million 
Massachusetts residents rely on 
Social Security and Medicare. 
The average annual Social 
Security benefit for middle- and 
low- income Bay State seniors is 
$13,900, while their average 

annual out-of-pocket cost for 
health cai·e is $6,800. 

As executive director of Mass 
Home Cai·e, I closed down the 
Wang Rally by asking the crowd, 
"Do you know who we all ai·e? 
We ai·e the 99%! The richest 1 % 
in our county do not wait by the 
mailbox for their Social Security 
check to airive. The richest 1 % 
does not worry if they have a 
Medicai·e card in their wallet. 
And the richest 1 % are the only 
people in America who don't 
need Medicaid to pay for a nurs
ing home bed. But Social 
Security matters to the 99%. 
Medicare matters to the 
99%, and Medicaid mat- 1•■"" 
ters to the 99%." ~ 

Al Norman, of 
Greenfield, is the e.-recutive direc
tor of Mass Home Care. 

Holiday Shopping Made Easy! d th. to tr 
1 an a 1rst r news om home, n-

OK folks. Let's get serious. You've made depth news of old neighbors, loved places, 
your Christmas list, checked it twice, and businesses out, new ones in, buildings 
still can't decide what to send Aunt Tibby down, new ones up, school and selectboard 
who married the Texan cowboy, Grandma activities, arts, crime, advice, honor rolls. 
Flo in Florida, and son Sammy inteming at a Do yourseH and them a favor! Use the 
hospital in Alaska. It was the same last year, form on the preceding page and buy a gift 
and at the last minute you threw in the towel subscription to the Montague Reporter at an 
and sent them all cash, which only Sam amazing $5 holiday discount for Aunt Tibby 
appreciated. The rest thought it just a little and Grandma Flo. They will be thrilled. You 
tacky. Shame. should probably still send Sammy cash. 

Really. This is a no-brainer. What do . Lyn Clari(, 
these exiles all have in common? Nostalgia for the Mootague Reporter Boord of Direcb's 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Suspicious Vehicles, Unlawful Vehicle Operation 

Tuesda}', 11/8 lot. Moved along. 9:00 p.m. Arrested 
I I :40 p.m. Suspicious 4:30 p.m. Suspicious vehi
persons and motor vehicle cle at Veterans Field in 
on Church Street. Ervingside. No problem. 
Checked. Moved along. Friday, U/U 
Tiwaclay, II/IO 12:45 p.m. Report of 
3:00 a.m. Suspicious 
motor vehicle at 

Christina's Pizza parking 

construction tarps in 
roadway on Route 2 near 
rest area. Removed same. 

for operating a 
motor vehicle with a sus
pended license, a revoked 
registration and without 
insurance 011 Route 2. 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 

Enjoy your next party with your guests, 
instead of in the kitchen! 

Witchin' Kitchen Patty 152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

flRECISION 
i~y ·~ REPAIRS ----~ ' 

MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413} 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill, MA 01354 

~4/3-774-05/7 

O,gani~ng, <9atering, & Serving 
Parties, Weddings, &ents 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

"e3f -

www.montaguebookmill.com 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS ➔ 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

Emergency Response 
Applauded and Critiqued 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD 

One Dog Removed from Locke 
Hill Road, Three on Probation 

BY KATIE NOLAN - "It 
was a delight, a joy, amaz
ing working with eve1yone 
in this room," emergency 
management director Luke 
Hartnett told Erving 
department heads and 
elected officials during a 
two-hour debriefing on the 
town's response to the 
Hallowe'en nor'easter and 
resulting long-te1m power 
outage. 

After the snowsto1m 
felled trees and branches 
along town roads and 
Route 2, Erving highway 
department, firefighters 
and police worked long 
days and nights cutting and 
clearing woody debris to 
make roads passable, and 
also found time to make 
welfare checks on residents 
and, in some cases, deliver 
meals as well. 

Hartnett characterized 
the response to the storm 
and power outage as uni
fied, with all departments 
involved. He said, "It made 
me proud to be a resident of 
Erving." 

Finance committee 
member Wmniphred Stone 
Rubinaccio agreed, saying, 
"Erving did an excellent 
job." 

Looking at the assem
bled townspeople, town 
administrator Tom Sharp 
said, "You guys are 
heroes." 

Until the Wednesday 
following the weekend 
sto1m, the town provided a 
warming shelter, open dur
ing the day until 8 p m. at 
the Erving Elementa1y 
School, which never lost 
power. Deputy emergency 
management director 
Laura Conway reported 
that 160 meals were se1ved 
at the warming shelter on 
Monday after the sto1m, 
and 170 meals were se1ved 
on Tuesday. 

Board chair Andrew 
Goodwin commented that, 
once the school opened 
again on Thursday, the 
warming shelter had to be 

closed, for student security 
reasons. 

Stone Rubinaccio said 
she felt the warming shelter 
should have been kept open 
past 8 p.m. 

Haitnett replied that the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency 
(MEMA) "was pushing 
regional shelters" rather 
than local 24-hour shelters, 
and the Red Cross was sup
porting the regional shelter 
at Turners Falls High 
School with staff and sup
plies. He said the town's 
emergency responders 
offered rides to TFHS from 
the town's wa1ming shelter. 

Selectboard member 
and fire lieutenant Eugene 
Klepadlo suggested Eiving 
should consider whether 
the Council on Aging van 
could be used to transpo1t 
elders to the regional shel
ter, rather than using police 
or fire vehicles. 

Haitnett said the emer
gency operations center 
(EOC) in the police station 
was small. He said a larger 
EOC, perhaps in town hall, 
"the hub of the town," 
would allow more space 
for meetings. 

Fire captain Philip 
Wonkka said town hall 
would provide both a cen
tral location and a lai·ge 
table in the town hall base
ment, good for laying out 
maps. 

Assistant assessor 
Jacquelyn Boyden suggest
ed putting showers in the 
basement bathrooms in 
town hall, so town hall 
could be used as an emer
gency shelter, or for show
ering by emergency per
sonnel working long shifts. 

Fire chief Almon "Bud" 
Meattey recommended 
buying generators for sev
eral town buildings. 

Treasurer Margaret 
Sullivan felt a generator at 
town hall would allow that 
building to fonction as the 
EOC and as an info1mation 
center, and would also 

allow town business fonc- BY JOSH 
tions, such as cutting pay- HEINEMANN - The 
roll checks, to continue in a Wendell selectboard 's 
power outage. 

Selectboard chair 
Andrew Goodwin said a 
generator will be installed 
in the nearly-finished sen
ior center, using building 
project fonds. He said the 
town will consider buying 
generators for other town 
buildings, after studying 
costs and evaluating 
whether to use gasoline, 
diesel or propane-powered 
generators. 

Environmental supe1vi
sor Art Pace said the 
Ervingside wastewater 
treatment plant's generator 
and 24-hour coverage by 
staff allowed unintenupted 
treatment of wastewater, 
with no dischai-ge viola
tions during the power out
age. Because one po1table 
generator had voltage fluc
tuations and was consid
ered unusable, Pace said he 
called suppliers to see 
about buying a new one to 
replace it, but found all 
generators in the ai·ea were 
sold out. 

Klepadlo said while 
"everyone did a great job," 
better communication 
would help responders. 
Wonkka recommended 
daily face-to-face briefings 
between depaitment heads 
and the town administrator 
or selectboai·d members to 
improve communications 
during an emergency. 

Boyden said she and 
Sullivan did not know from 
day to day whether they 
should come to work, or if 
there was a way they could 
help in the response. 
"There was no communi
cation with town hall 
employees," she said. ''We 
knew that town hall had no 
power and was cold, but 
we didn't know who to 
call." 

Boyden, who never lost 
power, said she would have 
been willing to allow peo

see ERVING pg 11 

November 9th meeting 
was dominated by a dog 
hearing about four dogs 
on Locke Hill Road. 

At the conclusion of 
the hearing, the select
board ordered one dog 
removed from town, with 
papers reh1rned showing 
the dog had either been 
euthanized or licensed in 
another town. The three 
remammg dogs were 
allowed to stay, but with 
the understanding any 
further transgressions 
would cause them to suf
fer the same fate. 

Five neighbors came 
to the hearing with their 
complaints. 

Dog officer Maggie 
Houghton spoke first, 
with a list of issues 
brought by the neighbors 
dating to July 30th, and 
continuing through sum
mer and fall. The dogs 
are not licensed, in spite 
of the owners being told 
that licensing is required. 

The complaints 
include the dogs running 
in a pack, barking persist
ently late at night and 
early in the morning, 
chasing cars, bicycles and 
motorcycles, and threat
ening people on foot, 
sometimes in their own 
yards. 

Neighbor Penny 
Delorey said on August 
17th, the dogs chased her 
husband Phil on his 
motorcycle. Phil Delorey 
said that on October 5th, 
Penny was walking with 
their three-month-old 
granddaughter and their 
dog on a leash when three 
of the dogs in question 
cornered her, barking. 
They did not attack. 

Phil Delorey said the 
dogs have not been 
socialized. When some
one approaches them in a 
firm but unthreatening 
way, they back off, still 

barking with neck hairs 
raised. He mentioned 
another incident when the 
dogs similarly cornered 
Penny while she was 
walking with her 83-year
old father. He added 
everyone on that street 
has a dog, and with the 
exception of these dogs, 
the occasional escaping 
and fre.e running dog has 
been easy to live with. 
But this situation has 
been a constant problem, 
not an occasional one. 

Neighbor Don 
Richardson said the dogs 
in question bark three or 
four hours eve1y morn
ing. Brian Jones agreed 
with that statement, and 
added that the barking 
often goes late into the 
night. 

Cindy Freeman 
answered the complaints 
as owner of two of the 
dogs, and Jesse Barnacle 
represented the other 
owner, Corey Porlier, 
who he said was ill. 
Freeman said she had the 
rabies certificates that are 
needed to license three of 
the dogs and she would 
license them straight 
away. But the fourth vac
cination certificate had 
gone missing. 

Freeman said she had 
taken both of her dogs to 
obedience school. She 
lets them out in the morn
ing to do their business 
before she leaves for 
work, and again when she 
returns in the evening. 
She said when they are 
tied, they bark; when they 
are not tied, they are 
quiet. 

Theirs is a two family 
house, Freeman 
explained, with an 
unlocked door connecting 
the two houses, a large 
extended family "with no 
blood relations." A four
year-old opens the door 
to her part of the house, 
and the dogs get out. 
Houghton said the bark-

ing and marking territo1y 
in neighbors' yards was a 
nuisance but that chasing 
cars, pedestrians, bicy
cles and motorcycles is a 
threat to the neighbors. 

Selectboard member 
Dan Keller said the board 
is responsible for the 
safety of the townspeo
ple, and these dogs have 
violated that safety. 

Selectboard chair 
Christine Heard said state 
law requires that dogs be 
tmder direct control of an 
adult, leashed or some
how restrained, and 
Houghton said that some
one other than a four
year-old has to supe1vise 
these dogs in the day 
time. She said that 
Porlier's two dogs have 
been a nuisance, but 
Freeman's two dogs have 
been a threat. 

Freeman asked to keep 
the smaller of her two 
dogs, the one that follows 
the aggression of the larg
er dog. 

Jones thought with the 
leader gone there might 
be a chance that 
Freeman's remaining dog 
would no longer be a 
problem. 

Houghton agreed, but 
warned that the remain
ing dogs must be 
licensed, and that the next 
complaint would result 
in further action. 

The selectboard decid
ed to send a registered 
letter outlining the find
ings of the hearing to 
Corey Porlier. Phil 
Delorey said police chief 
Ed Chase has a good rela
tionship with Porlier, and 
could speak with him 
face to face. 

Switching to his role 
as building inspector, 
Phil Delorey said the 
construction firm doing 
green repairs on the Swift 
River School has asked 
that the permit fee be 
waived for that project. 
see WENDELL pg 14 
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Wendell Rejects Hybrid Region NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 

Greenfield Developer Bids 
on Montague Center School 

BY JOSH Consultant Ken Rocke 
HEINEMANN - After an of the Massachusetts 
hour and a half of intense Association of Regional 
discussion Wendell citi- Schools (MARS) spoke 
zens roundly defeated - by first. He said the hybrid 
a hand count of 50 to 5 - a regional agreement would 
proposal to create a hybrid prevent any one town from 
K-12 region for Orange having a majority on the 
and Petersham, with New school committee by cut
Salem and Wendell ting the number of Orange 
remaining part of the 7-12 members to 5, and giving 
Mahar region with the each of the small towns 
other two towns. two members. Members 

For the proposal to be would have to live in the 
enacted, it had to be town they represent, but 
approved at town meetings voting would be at large, 
in all four towns. Against with voters from all towns 
the recommendation of casting ballots for commit
their selectboard and tee members representing 
finance committee, voters each. 
in Orange passed the agree- The money the new 
ment earlier this fall. But region would receive in 
on Monday evening, one state aid would be signifi
day prior to Wendell's cant, and Rocke said stmc
vote, Petersham huned hrres would be put in place 
down the hybrid region by to assure that Wendell tax
three votes, 67-64. Had the payer money would not be 
proposal passed, the dive1ted to the budget 
Orange and Petersham ele- cmnched Orange elemen
menta1y schools would taiy schools. 
have gained significant Rocke admitted the 
state aid - in the form of agreement was not perfect, 
regional transpo1tation aid but said it could be adjust
reimbursement and a ed after it was put in place. 
regionalization bonus Orange elementary 
spread over five years - schools have been rated as 
and New Salem and Level 3 by the Depaitment 
Wendell would have of Elementaiy and 
remained in control of their Secondaiy Education, and 
shared regional elementa1y seemed close to slipping 
school, Swift River, within into Level 4, or tmderper
the present U-28 superin- forming stah1s. But Rocke 
tendency union with said the list of new Level 4 
Erving, Leverett and schools has been issued by 
Shutesbury. the DESE, and Orange is 

Moderator Kathy not on it, so the danger of 
Becker set the ground mies the new region being clas
for the regionalization dis- sified Level 4 had been 
cussion: each official pre- avoided. 
senter had ten minutes to Orange has incun-ed a 
make an ai·gument. After fine of $357,000 from the 
that, presenters could only state for tmderfunding its 
speak to answer a question elementary school system 
posed by a voter. for the past three yeai·s. 

That fine would have been 
forgiven if the hybrid 
regionalization agreement 
passed. 

Due to worsening budg
et problems, the Orange 
elementary schools laid off 
22 staff this summer, 
including eight fulltime 
teachers, with the loss of 
a1t and music classes. 

In December of 2010, 
the Mahar school commit
tee voted 6-4 against a pro
posal by Orange to remit 
$100,000 from the region's 
free cash (E&D) fund to 
the town in order to help 
close an unexpected budget 
gap of $416,000 in 
Orange's budget, midway 
through the fiscal yeai·. 

Mahai· and Petersham 
assistant superintendent 
Patricia Martin told the 
meeting, "We ai·e asking 
that the children of Orange 
have the best possible edu
cation, which is every 
child's birthright. Wendell 
and New Salem children 
who come up to Mahar will 
benefit. We need you to 
say yes. All children need 
this birthright." 

Wendell finance com
mittee member Jim Slavas, 
recalling four and a half 
years on the regionalization 
planning committee, said 
the proposed agreement 
did contain provisions 
resulting from Wendell 
members' advocacy. But 
he said, "We feel there is a 
significant risk of haim" in 
this proposal. 

Slavas continued, "We 
all agree that an Orange
Petersham region makes 
sense, both financially and 
educationally, but this 
evening's vote is not on 

see REJECTS page 13 

BY JANEL NOCKLEBY 
& DAVID DETMOLD -

Third time is a chaim, 
they say. 

After failing to find bids 
the first two times the town 
issued a request for propos
als to redevelop the 14,182 
square foot building that 
formerly housed the 
Montague Center School, 
the third time, when the 
RFP deadline came on 
November 10th, one bidder 
did respond. 

That bidder, Mark 
Zaccheo, of Olive Street 
LLC in Greenfield, propos
es to renovate the 1949 
school building, which is 
sihiated on 3.3 acres of 
land, into high end apa1t
ments with granite counter
tops, cherry cabinets, and a 
menu of Green feahlres to 
please the most ardent 
Stretch Energy Code pro
ponent. 

For Zaccheo, who has 
developed a number of 
projects in Greenfield 
including the Mix 'n Match 
building on Olive Street, 
half of the Reid Building 
(behind the post office) on 
Franklin Street, and 28 
Federal, a mixed use build
ing on the comer of Ames 
(with Valley Ts in the first 
floor storefront), and has 
now rented 100% of his 
more than 100 apartments 
in Greenfield, the 
Montague Center School 
building would be his first 
move in the real estate mar
ket on this side of the river. 

"I've really gotten into 
doing Green communities 
in Green buildings," said 
Zaccheo, who added he has 

been developing real estate 
for neai-Iy 20 yeai·s. "Just 
the fact that the Montague 
Center School was on a 
couple of acres allows for 
composting, green space, 
the possibility of garden 
space. I'm looking at some
where between 16 and 18 
apa1tments. They are going 
to be fairly spacious, with 
high ceilings; we'll keep 
the windows; there will be 
lots of open space." 

Capital improvements 
committee member Les 
Cromack, who chaired the 
meeting of the CIC on 
Wednesday when 
Zaccheo 's proposal was 
first considered, said at first 
blush, "I think I can safely 
say it will fit within the 
RFP quite nicely." 

Cromack added, "He 
has come up with an excel
lent proposal here." 

Cromack said he ran 
Wednesday's meeting 
because CIC chair Greg 
Ganison, a principal in an 
area solar energy firm, 
"may have a conflict of 
interest," in the proposal. 

Zaccheo said his 
redesign of the fo1mer 
school would include solai· 
electric and solar hot water, 
as well as dual flush toilets, 
bio-based insulating foam 
between the exterior and 
reframed interior walls 
with an R-40 insulation 
factor. He said he would 
strive for an Energy Star ill 
rating for the apartments, 
though that would be diffi
cult to achieve with the 
existing windows. But fea
hrres like high efficiency 
washing machines and a 

high efficiency boiler to 
heat the building should 
help. "I might have some 
parking spaces for electric 
vehicles," added Zaccheo, 
who plans to mai·ket the 
apa1tments to empty 
nesters and young profes
sionals, and anybody ''will
ing to pay a little bit more 
for Green and qua.lity." 

With zoning regulations 
calling for 1.5 parking 
spaces per apa1tment, and 
the building lot tucked up 
against wetlands, with little 
on street parking, Zaccheo 
said he would perhaps tly 
to fit more parking in 
behind the building. ''There 
should be enough space." 

He added, "The town 
has been wonderful to 
work with." 

Montague put a new 
$98,500 roof on the school 
building when it fell into 
town hands during the con
solidation of Montague 
Elementa1y to the Turners 
Falls campus of Hillcrest 
and Sheffield in 2008. 
Since then, the town has 
invested more than $80,000 
in heating and securing the 
building. 

The terms of the RFP 
call for a minimum bid of 
$50,000 from a qtialified 
bidder with a proven tl11ck 
record to develop the build
ing, on condition that the 
bidder invest at least a mil
lion dollars in the build
ing's renovation. An 
investment of less than half 
a million would call for a 
minimum bid of $200,000. 

''There's a lot of ques
tions that need to be 
see MONTAGUE pg 9 
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through rut and philosophy? Who 
ever heai·d of such a thing? 

November 17, 2011 

a Rett-~oe,m~p-i, 

1"k 'Twe,n;t'l f~ (},e,n;t~ 

Mercati comes from a family 
of teachers, but his passion has 
been a1t for almost as long as he 

can remember. When he was 

~

18, his pai·ents took him to 
Paris where they bought 
him a book about the 
Impressionists. Only the 

home in Umblia, Mercati imme
diately began teaching himself 
French so he could learn more 
about what he'd seen of Monet & 
Co. He later worked in Pai'is for a 
year and devoted most of his free 
time to honoling eve1ything con
nected with the Impressionists, 
even going so far as to place a 
rose on the grave of Be1the 
Morisot. 

region and beyond. And he's no 
snob. His works also hang on the 
walls of a pizza paifor and the 
mock rooms of a furniture store. 

Dm'ing our time in Tuscany, 
Mercati took us to places we 
never would have known about if 
it hadn't been for him. And eve1y 
place we went he was able to 
locate in an histo11cal and often 
litenuy context. RICHARD ANDERSEN would 

& DIANE LYN teach. Enrich your 
FLORENCE, ITALY - Have 
you ever become friends with 
someone before you met them? 
We hadn't, until we reserved a 
room at the Loggato dei Se1viti in 
Florence, Italy. 

A person by the name of Fabio 
Mercati responded. We made 
other reservations at other hotels 
in Italy, but there was something 
about Mercati that made his 
response stand out from the rest. 
Perhaps it was his sincerity in 
making sure we enjoyed our
selves while we were in Florence. 

In subsequent emails, we 
learned that Mercati would soon 
be trading his seat at the hotel 
reception desk for one in a 
school, where his students would 
all be adult workers looking to 
enrich the quality of their lives 
through the rut, philosophy, and 
English language courses he 

'Violin'~ oil on canvas; photo 1!J the artist 

,e;=,~.1.... book was in French. When 
he returned to the family 

Campo di Papaveri 11 by Fabio Mercati 

And Mercati's appreciation of 
ait isn't limited 
to the fifteenth 
ai1d nineteenth 
centuries. In 
fact, it seems to 
know no 
bounds, ranging 
from Greeks to 
geeks and top to 
pop. One meas
ure of his love 
for painting can 
be seen in the 
different styles 
he exhibits in 
his own works. 

A self-taught 
painter since the 
age of 14, 
Mercati's paint
ings have 
appeared in gal
le11es through
out the Tuscan 

We also got to know him as a 
kind, gentle, cai'ing, considerate, 
sensitive, and loving person who 
is genuinely committed to 
improving the life expeliences of 
all with whom he comes in con
tact. What Italians call a 
Umanista. 

A quiet room in the center of 
Florence - something of a 
miraculoso in itself - cai1 be 
found at the Loggiato dei Se1viti 
overlooking the Piazza 
Santissimo Allllunziata 
(www.loggiatodeiservitihotel.it). 

The hotel, which is located in 
a pedestrians-only zone, is 
around the corner from 
Michelangelo's "David" and a 
five-minute walk to the Duomo. 
Fabio Mercati is no longer there, 
but a souhnate is. Address your 
inqui1y to Simonetta (info@log
giatodeise1vitil1otel.it). Tell her 
Richard and Diane say, "Ciao." 

Paintings 6r £,teen ::bbnbVAn eApbtbnvJb 
BY RICHARD BALDWIN 
WENDELL- This early winter's 
exhibition at the Wendell Free 
Libraiy is a selection of skillfully 
executed oil paintings by Eileen 
Donovan Capolongo of Athol. 
These colorful realist works ai·e 
the result of arduous training and 
50 yeai-s of expei'ience. All were 
completed in the past three years. 

Capolongo studied at the Alt 
Students' League ai1d at the 
Frank Riley School of Alt in New 
York City. Frank J. Riley was one 
of the most populai· teache1-s at 
the League. It was in his classes 

that she began her fascination 
with traditional oil painting. 

Most of the paintings in this 
show are oil on canvas with a few 
on gesso boai·d. The subjects are 
still lifes and landscapes, some 
incorporating figm·es. The still 
lifes ai·e done from direct obser
vation; the landscapes ai·e done 
paitly from photographs. 

Capolongo's approach is 
directly related to her traditional 
training. She begins each piece 
with an underpainting, usually of 
raw umber, establishing the com
position and airnnging the basic 

forms and value relationships. 
After this layer dries she adds 
colors, developing color relation
ships and intensities, and finally 
adding opaque highlights. This 
process, refened to as grisaille, is 
perfectly suited to her fascination 
with, and skillful creation of, illu
sionist three-dimensional fonns. 
She leaves areas ofm1de1painting 
in the finished work, enhancing 
an atmosphei'ic effect by soften
ing edges offonns sfamato. 

Visit this exhibition and share 
in this expe11ence. You will not 
be disappointed. 
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Su.ran Conger works on weather stripping a window at the Montague Center 
library on Saturday as volunteers and other enew committee members look on. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
Montague energy committee got 
together an enthusiastic team of 
weatherization volunteers to 
caulk and seal ch-afty doors and 
windows at the Montague Center 
libraiy on Saturday, November 
12th. The goal was two-fold: to 
actually save the town some 
money on energy bills, as well as 
to show other town residents just 
how easy it is to practice basic 
weatherization techniques in their 
own homes. 

These weren't just your nm
of-the-mill town volunteers, by 
the way. Among the helpers 
applying v-seal strips to the front 
doors at the 1850s-era fo1mer 
town hall, ai1d caulking and seal
ing to the old aluminum triple-

MONTAGUE from page 7 
answered still," said Cromack, 
who said the CIC would meet 
with Zaccheo on December 1st to 
discuss the proposal. 

New Regs for One Day Liquor 
Licenses 

In other news, on Monday the 
Montague selectboard, as the 
liquor licensing authority for the 
town, adopted new special one 
day liquor license regulations, so 
event orgaiuzers will need to sub
mit their applications for licenses 
at least 60 days prior to ai1 event. 
From now on, restaurant ai1d bar 
owners, non-profits, and commu
nity leaders will have to get 
orgaiuzed eai·ly if they want alco
hol included ill their celebrations. 

The selectboai·d approved the 
new liquor lice11Sing regulations 
on Monday, to align with the 
Massachusetts Alcoholic 
Beverages Control Commission 
(ABCC) recommendations for 

track sto1ms were Pat Allen from 
the selectboard, Les Cromack 
from the capital improvements 
committee, Barbara Turner 
Delisle from the Montague 
Congregational Church, Michael 
Muller from MCTV, and John 
Hai1old, from the finance com
mittee, who proved that the chair 
of the finance committee will 
stop at nothing to save a few dol
lars for the town. 

''The idea is to have communi
ty leaders show how easy it is and 
how important it is to do this. If 
we can do it in the library, people 
can do it in their own homes," 
said Montague energy committee 
member Sally Pick, who recruit
ed many of the volunteers, and 
airanged for Tom Bergeron of 
the depaitment of public works to 

special lice11Ses, and to give the 
selectboard "the necessary 
amount of control" over the sale 
of alcohol in town, explained 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio. 

In addition to the required 60 
days notice, those who request 
special one day licenses must 
purchase alcohol for their event 
"from an authorized sow-ce" ( a 
distributor). The ABCC website 
provides a tlu-ee page list of 
wholesalers, farm brewe1-s, mai1-
ufacture1-s, and direct sluppe1-s 
that ai·e authorized. Element 
Brewe1y in Mille1-s Falls is the 
only ve1y local entity on the list, 
so again event orgaiuze1-s need to 
get up to speed so that they can 
get approved booze. The new 
regulations also state that as 
needed, police officers can be 
hired to patrol for problems, 
check licenses, and monitor noise 
levels from amplified music sys
tems. 

The usual requirements of sig-

■ ■ ■ ■ 
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provide a case of caulk, weather
stripping and other materials for 
the work day. 

As Cromack vacuumed the 
interior of one of the lai·ge st01m 
windows in the children's room 
of the libraiy to remove dilt and 
debris in preparation for caulking 
ai1d sealing, energy committee 
member Jason Burbailk said, "On 
a window by window basis, 
when the Willd is blowing, seal
ing the sto1ms will at least double 
the effect of this storm Willdow. 
Even on a seasonal basis, it might 
even double its effectiveness," 
said Burbank, who was extreme
ly effective in helpil1g the town 
commission the geothe1mal and 
other energy efficient systems at 
the new police station a few yeai-s 
back, applying knowledge gained 
in his day job as UMass 
Amherst's energy engineer. 

As others worked with caulk 
gun, scissors and putty knife, (no 
special tools are needed to apply 
simple weatherization techniques 
at your house, either) Burbank 
dialed ai·ea hardware stores in an 
effo1t to locate a rather special
ized programmable the1mostat: 
one that could be prograinmed 
separately for each day of the 
week. Many of the new the1mo
stats are prograinmable different
ly for weekends ai1d weekdays, 
but it proved difficult to fmd a 
new model that could be pro
grammed to tum up the heat in 
the building an hour before the 
library opens on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, and to keep it at the 

natures from the police depait
ment and selectboard chair, proof 
of insw-ai1ce coverage, and up 
front fees still apply. Those seek
ing a license must also have a cer
tificate verifying their successful 
pa1ticipation ill Trailnng for 
Intervention Procedw-es by 
Serve1-s (TIPS). 

Speaking of fa1m brewers, 
Element Brewing Company at 30 
Bridge Street in Mille1-s Falls is 
holding a two year aiuuversaiy 
paity on December 16th from 6-
9 p.m. Dan Kramer requested 
special one day liquor and enter
taimnent pe1mits from the select
board, winch were approved. 
"We want to tl1ank our custome1-s 
ai1d the town," said Krainer. "It is 
open to the public." A reggae 
bai1d will play. 

You can practice yow- dance 
moves in advance, at Between 
the Uprights Gobble til You 
Wobble event next Wednesday, 
November 23rd, since they also 
received a special one day 

mid-50s range the rest of the 
week. 

"They used to make them 
mechaiucally ... " observed 
Burbailk, after hanging up with 
Aubuchon, " ... the little round 
wheels, with the dogs you lift in 
ai1d out" to preset the tempera
ture. "But everything has to be 
digital now .... " 

Burbailk eventually found a 
seven day programmable the1mo
stat on offer at Home Depot. He 
said, ''I'm convinced the Sillgle 
most effective thing we cai1 do," 
at the libraiy is to il1Stall that ther
mostat. 

As Richard Adams, a licensed 
electriciai1 who also happe11S to 
be a member of the energy com
mittee, U1Stalled a motion se11Sor 
on the bathroom light switch, 
Cromack studied the dangling 
sash cord of the window he was 
sealing, ai1d wondered whether to 
reattach it to its weight. "I see the 
biggest source of cold air is this 
type of sash cord," he comment
ed, ''with window weights and 
cavities." 

Pick called out from the cor
ner where she was guardil1g the 
exposed Wiling in the bathroom 
from unwitting volunteers as 
Adams backed off the ancient 
fuse in the comer of the main 
room, ''They make plastic sash 
cord covers that allow you to 
operate those windows without 
losil1g so much heat." 

The day was fine, so energy 
committee member Tim van 
Egmond worked outside in his 

license, approved by the select
boai·d. The license allows liquor 
to be trai1spo1ted by custome1-s to 
ai1d from tl1e sp01ts bar section to 
the dance club section in a 
blocked off ai1d guarded area of 
the sidewalk on Avenue A near 
Second Street. The Gobble til 
You Wobble event has been pop-
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shi1tsleeves, applying Frost King 
plastic V-Seal Weatherstrip, 
"guai,mteed to remain flexible 
for five years," to the front door. 

"It's really, really easy to 
install," he demonstrated. "You 
peel off the self-adhesive strip, 
put it into a v-shape, and when 
you put it up against the door 
fraine, it fo1ms a seal..." a flexible 
seal, between the frame and the 
door itself, to keep the cold air 
from blowil1g in. 

The work party ended two 
hom-s later, in a flm1y of dough
nuts, apple cider, camai·aderie 
and accomplishment. 

Sally Pick wrote to the paitic
ipants, and thanked Tom 
Bergeron ai1d the librariaI1S for all 
their eff01ts, sayiI1g, "We sealed 
up eve1y downstairs window, 
plugged significant air leak holes, 
and we hopefully made the 
libraiy a more comf01table place 
for the patro11S, while reducing 
om· town's energy use." 

Pick said next steps at the 
libraiy may include: bru1ging in 
experts from Coop Power to hold 
hands-on air sealing trailnngs to 
demonstrate how to seal up gaps 
between the top of the outside 
walls ai1d the attic framing, ai1d 
also sealiI1g the basement door to 
the cellar. 

If you have ai1y questions 
about the tecluuques or materials 
used to button up the libraiy, ai1d 
how easy it would be for you to 
do the same at yow- own home, 
contact the Montague energy 
committee at: sjp@crocker.com. 

ulai· for rune yeai-s, so having an 
outdoor area for people to take a 
smoke break, relax outside, ai1d 
easily move between the two 
adjoilung spaces of his night spot 
really helps with traffic flow, 
explaiI1ed Lew Collins, owner of 
the bar and club. 

~ive a Unique ~i~ this 
Holiday Season! 

Commission Handweaver Kathy Litchfield to 
create a unique piece for your loved one. 

Scarves • Shawls • Twill Napkins • Placemat 

Sets• Vibrant Decorative Cloths• Your Ideas 

All handwoven on 8-hamess loom. Cloths start at $45; Scarves at $75; 
Sets at $140. Deposit required at time of commission. 

Firecrow Handwovens L 

*** Open Studios: Sun. Nov. 27, Thurs & Fri 

Dec 15 -16 • Bscom Road, Gill*** 

(413) 773-3830 • firecrowhandwovens.com 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal SOLAR ELECTRIC 

T 1-0..-icrs ¥ alls 
Pizza House 
1¥, Aw11ue A 
SM•Sch.l() 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 
~ .. SHA i CONSTRUCTION__ 

~~Ill -SuP~BY Co. INc. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

•' mfrlete Masonry Supply 
Offering a complete line of pavers, 

all stone. retaining wall block and more. ,__ ___ ......,__, 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 

and at our new location 
529 S. MainSt,Brottleboro www.shonohonsupply.com 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat. 10-S 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

We 'Ddivcrl 

Grinders• Dinners• Beer & Wine 
Open 7 days• 41 years on the Ave Jf 6 l'i:u Timi! 
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CHIEF from page 1 
mously to back the staff sergeant 
- Chris Williams - in his bid for 
the job, since, as Pat Allen put it, 
"Police departments tend to be 
hierarchical. You are better off 
going up the chain rather than 
skipping to the next person if 
there's not a good reason to do 
so." 

Williams reacted to the news 
of his selection on Wednesday, 
saying, "It felt great. It's an 
honor. I realize it's just the 
beginning." 

Williams, who has worked 
full time for the Montague 
police since 1995, with three 
years as a reserve officer on the 
force before that, scored the 
highest of the three candidates 
who applied for the pe1manent 
police chief post in 2004 - when 
he, acting chief Ga1y Billings, 
and then detective Zukowski 
vied for the job. Passed over six 
years ago, Williams said he def
initely plans to take the Civil 
Service police chief exam again 
next year and apply for the job 
of permanent chief. The select
board said it would be approxi
mately a year before the Civil 
Service process would allow the 
town to hire a pe1manent chief. 

In the meantime, Williams 
said he plans to familiarize him
self with the budgetaiy aspects 
of the job, for which his experi
ence as back-up payroll clerk 

VETERANS from page 1 
federal. 

Last week at the Greenfield 
Savings Bank community room 
in Tumers Falls, a group of about 

Happy 12th 
Birthday, Bella 

Lattanzi! 
May You Always 

Walk in Beauty. 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing -Patios -Walks -

Walls Installed -Tree Work 
Loam -Compost-Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

81 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

and grant writer for the gover
nor's highway safety program 
for the department should give 
him a leg up. 

One of his top priorities will 
be to work on an updated poli
cies and procedures manual for 
the force. This should come as 
no surprise, since Williams list
ed this as his top priority when 
he inte1viewed for the chiefs 
position in 2004. The Montague 
police are still using the same 
manual as they were then - last 
updated in 1978. 

The manual would provide 
guidaiice for the department in a 
world of rapidly changing tech
nology, where people can film 
you with their cell phone cam
eras "while you are doing your 
job, without your even being 
aware," noted Williams. 

An updated policies and pro
cedures manual should help the 
acting chief set policies for the 
department on controversial 
measures like the use of tasers, 
and high speed chases in town. 

High speed chases were a 
sensitive topic in Williams' 
2004 inte1view for police chief, 
when fo1mer Brick House direc
tor Michael Bosworth pressed 
him on the topic, after Williams 
told the interviewing panel he 
had been involved in five high 
speed chases earlier in his 
career, of which three had ended 
in accidents. 

15 veterans gathered to ask ques
tions and shai·e info1mation with 
Parent and Fitzpatrick. 

One veteran stated he had a 
te1minal illness, and needed help 
getting into the Soldiers Home. 

They were all welcomed by 
branch manager Linda Ackerman 
who said, "Greenfield Savings 
Bank is committed to this com
munity and to people like you 
who have done so much for all of 
us." 

Parent gave a comprehensive 
presentation about the impor
tance of making contact early on 
with the Soldiers Home in 
Holyoke. The Home offers 
affordable nursing home cai·e for 
veterans, and Parent advised the 
group that pre-registering and 
getting a blue card would put 
them in the system. He said, "It's 
as easy as making a phone call. 
Go down there while you are 
able, and if and when the time 
comes that you need care, eve1y
thing will be ready. They'll give 
you a tour and explain all their 
services." 
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"That's a tricky subject," said 
Williams in 2004. "If there is 
danger to the public, we should 
rely on radio communication 
with other towns and the state 
police. Call it off. An updated 
policy is needed." 

Back then, Mike Bosworth 
asked him, "Three ended in acci
dents?" 

Williams replied, "The vehi
cles ended up in crashes. Their 
own actions created their acci
dents, because they chose not to 
stop." 

Bosworth rejoined, "Would 
you do it the same way again?" 

Williams replied, "Yes." 
This week, Williams said he 

would still approve of high speed 
chases in town, "As long as 
they're safe. We haven't had one 
in a long time, luckily. As long as 
it doesn't pose a risk to public 
safety ... othe1wise, use the radio 
and continue at a moderate pace." 

Williams told the selectboard 
on Tuesday he has se1ved on the 
police union's negotiating team 
since 2000, so he is fainiliai· with 
labor relations from that per
spective. But he said his goal as 
acting chief would be to keep 
grievance issues at the 15 mem
ber department from rising to the 
level of selectboai·d attention. 

In discussing the police 
depaitment's engagement with 
various pa1ts of town, Williams 
said Tumers Falls is "one of our 

He said the Home has recently 
undergone a $14 inillion dollar 
renovation. Many veterans had 
questions about the facility, trans
po1tation, cost and eligibility. 
Parent explained that cost is 
dete1mined by income, but unlike 
some nursing homes, the Soldiers 
Home does not attach your 
assets, and even at the top of the 
range the cost of care at the 
Home would be fai· less than at a 
conventional facility. 

Parent offered to invite a rep
resentative from the Soldiers 
Home to a future info1mation 
meeting, to answer additional 
questions. 

Fitzpatrick, who calls himself 
"the new Leo," and works along
side Parent in their Tumpike 
Road office, said a representative 
of the Veterans Achninistration 
will be invited to the next infor
mation meeting, (watch this 
newspaper for an announcement 
of time and place). 

Mark Fitzpatrick then spoke 
about the impo1tance of raising 
awai·eness among young people 

busiest places, with lots of blue 
collar workers, hard working 
people." He noted, "We have a 
huge iminigrant element of 
workers in downtown. We're 
not quite dealing with them as 
we used to. They've gotten the 
idea of what they can and can't 
get away with." 

He went on to mention chunk
enness, chug problems and fights 
downtown as problems that 
demand a lot of the department's 
attention, and noted a number of 
sex offenders live in town, 
something he chalked up to the 
prevalence of subsidized hous
ing and a homeless shelter in 
Montague City. "That's kind of 
a problem for a small town; we 
deal with them frequently." 

In a follow up inte1view, 
Williams said, "It seems the 
drug problem isn't as big as it 
was in the 90s, but it's still there. 
We don't have the gang problem 
we had in the 90s, but we stay 
pretty busy." 

Williams said when the 
depa1tment used to be located on 
First Street, response time to 
downtown was quicker. But he 
said officers still walk the beat 
on weekend nights, despite the 
reduction in staffing from budg
et cuts over the years and the 
loss of community policing 
money that once allowed the 
force to maintain designated 
community policing officers, 

about the role veterans have 
played in securing their freedoms 
and defending their way of life. 

To that end Veterans Se1vices 
ran an essay contest this fall in 
Franklin County. Sixth graders 
were asked to write about 
Veterans Day and why we set 
aside a day to honor the men and 
women who have fought for our 
countiy. David Lorenz, a retired 
Almy Major, Tim McCorory, a 
retired Marine, and Sue Cai·ey, 
who is retired from the Air Force, 
se1ved as judges. The first, sec
ond and third place winners were 
from Leyden. Po1tions of their 
essays ai·e excerpted here. 

Chris Revis, the first place 
winner, began his essay with a 
quote from President Herbe1t 
Hoover who said, "Older men 
declare war. But it is youth that 
must fight and die, and it is youth 
who must inherit the t11bulation, 
the sonow, and the t11umphs that 
ai·e the afte1math of wai·." To 
those words Revis added his 
own, "Veterans ai·e t111e heroes. 
Because they won the wars 
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and patrolmen on bicycles in 
wa1mer weather. 

He said he would like to see 
the depaitment make more use 
of the Segway, which allows for 
swift and silent maneuvering in 
downtown streets and alleys. 

Without the community 
policing approach, Williams 
said, "It's a little harder because 
we don't know quite as many 
people. The downtown is busy 
now with all the new businesses 
opening up. Community polic
ing would be an asset." 

Williams said he would bring 
leadership, communication 
skills, and an open mind to his 
new position, and encouraged 
any member of the public to 
bring their problems to the 
department. 'Tm easy to 
approach. We'll help ifwe can." 

Williams, a fo1mer Marine, 
graduated from Tumers High 
School, got a degree in criminal 
justice at GCC, and worked as a 
campus security guard at 
Amherst College from 1992 -
95, just down the road from 
UMass where his grandfather, 
Red Blasko, was the first chief 
of campus security. 

Williams concluded his inter
view with the selectboard on 
Tuesday by saying, "I know I'm 
a good leader. I hope you give 
me the opportunity." 

They did. II 
(World War 1 and World Wai· 11) 
America is a free countly with 
free will and our own choices. If 
I ever meet a veteran, I will be 
sure to shake his hand." 

Remembering another war, 
Rebecca Rogers, who took sec
ond place wrote, "One of the 
most difficult things about being 
a veteran is inissing the people 
and comfo1ts of home. No matter 
what the circumstances were that 
led us to war, the veterans still 
dese1ve to be honored, because 
they fought for our countiy. One 
thing that should never have hap
pened was the ti·eatment Viemam 
Veterans received when they 
retumed home." 

Thinking of his own future, 
Nick Bai·onas, the third place 
winner wrote "Like knights , , , 
veterans fight for freedom. Since 
some die in battle, Ame11ca will 
never forget what they have done 
for us. Because of the help they 
give us, Ame11ca prospers. When 
I grow up, I inight join the Almy 

and. eventually become a 1-■"" 
veteran." ~ 
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Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
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For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 
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HOUSE PAINTING 

i~t:~~°:r, 978-544-6534 '-'ie~dAell 
t • 

-,-aii."\-~---~-~-~---~-~ 

Good Dirt r ottei:y 
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WIND from page 1 
of the project. And there are 
many other financial benefits 
available, making it difficult to 
know just how much money a 
project like this costs the public. 
All for .03% of Massachusetts' 
electrical use." 

The opponents' website lists 
other concerns about the pro
posed wind fa1m, including: 
"Fragmentation of wildlife 
areas, red lights flashing in a 
previously darkened sky, noise 
and vibration that make people, 
and we should assume all the 
animals as well, want to move 
from their homes, along with a 
disturbing rate of bird and bat 
kills." 

Ted Cahill, who says he has 
known Don Field for decades, 
finds it odd that such strong 
opposition has surfaced in 
Franklin County, "the home of 
alternative energy conscious
ness." Outside the meeting, he 
said, ''This project proposal got 
ve1y political very fast. Some 
people have made up their 
minds." 

ERVING from page 6 
pie without power to use her 
shower, but "there was no way 
to get the word out." 

Goodwin recommended the 
town find a creative way to 
encourage people to "talk to 
their neighbors" to organize and 
plan for emergencies in their 
own neighborhoods. Conway 
agreed, saying she and Ha1tnett 
would be discussing Wendell's 
volunteer neighborhood co-cap
tain program with Wendell 
emergency management direc
tor Lonny Ricketts. 

In order to help individuals 

Cahill suggested a more 
measured approach. "Anyone 
who uses electricity has a moral 
imperative to look at wind farms 
objectively and weigh the pros 
and cons. This wind farm won't 
shut down an existing coal plant, 
but it could replace some coal
generated power." 

Cahill said, "I would like to 
see more information about the 
project, and the best way to find 
out is to go through the process 
of examining the application." 

Cahill agrees the project 
should proceed only if the bene
fits outweigh the costs. 

Planning board member 
Charles Washer characterized 
the landowners who would like 
to use or lease their land for the 
project as "hard working farm
ers." 

Cahill said Field is from one 
of the oldest families in 
Shelburne. The other landown
ers involved Doles, 
Davenpo1ts, and Goulds - have 
also lived and farmed in 
Shelburne for generations. 

Cahill said he visited the 

prepare, several people suggest
ed producing an information 
sheet with emergency contacts 
and telephone numbers and 
suggestions for emergency sup
plies to keep on hand. 

Boyden agreed to develop an 
information sheet, possibly in 
connection with the Around 
Town newsletter. 

Hartnett commented that the 
reverse 911 messages sent from 
emergency management didn't 
get to the pa1ts of town where 
telephone se1vice was down. 
Boyden said some residents had 
access to email at their work-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG on . Greet:! 
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Davenpo1t faim this week and 
"got a sense of how faimers 
struggle. They want to make 
money with the land so they can 
keep it open and mral. They ai·e 
coming at this project with good 
intentions. I'm disappointed 
that people are rushing to judg
ment," Cahill said. 

According to the project 
application, "The value of the 
land on which the turbines and 
related infrastmcture are located 
will be enhanced and help the 
landowners to improve and 
maintain their prope1ties." 

At last week's hearing on the 
proposal, where about 60 people 
filled the meeting room and 
spilled into the hallway, Washer 
warned, "They all have acreage, 
and they have other options," 
including subdividing the land 
for residential development. 

The project application pro
vides a similai· image: "The tur
bines will alter the appearance of 
Mount Massaemet, as would a 
residential development." 

Planning board chair Vmcent 
Matthew Marchese said the 

places, and that the reverse 911 
system can also send emails or 
messages to cell phones if resi
dents choose to add their email 
addresses or cell phone num
bers to the system. 

Goodwin said town depart
ments are collecting info1ma
tion on expenses for the emer
gency response. The town will 
apply to MEMA and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEM.A) for reimburse
ment if the agencies certify the 
st01m and power outage as a 
reimbursable event. 

Brian Eno, aide to state rep-
Road. 

Harassment, Break In, Weapons Violation =y~l/;2 • 
Tuesday, II/8 East Chestnut Hill Road. 1:35 a.m. Arrest of 

harassment in front of 
Turners Falls Pizza House on 
Avenue A. No such person 
can be found. 

5:14 p.m. Threatening, Peace restored. 
harassment on Franklin Tiwrsclay, II/IO 
Street. Advised of options. ll:50 a.m. Dnig, narcotics 
6:37 p.m. Shoplifting at Food violation on Park Street. 
City on Avenue A. Minor Referred to an officer. 
transporting, carrying alco- Friday, U/U 
holic beverage. Investigated. 7:27 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
Wednaday, 11/9 and entering at Southworth 
1:08 p.m. Harassment on Paper Mill parking lot on 
Eighth Avenue in Lake Canal Street. Report taken. 
Pleasant. Services rendered. 7:45 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
5:52 p.m. Breaking and enter- and entering on Fourth 
ing attempt at Lisa's Street. Report taken. 
Handcrafted Soap on Third 10:50 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
Street. Services rendered. and entering at Lisa's 
7:38 p.m. Harassment on Handcrafted Soap on Third 
Eighth Avenue in Lake Street. Report taken. 
Pleasant. Services rendered. I 0:22 p.m. Loud noise dist:ur-
10: 14 p.m. Officer wanted on bance at Montague Bookmill 

, breaking 
and entering on Hillside 
Road. rt taken. 

or omestic assat t 
attery on Montague 

City Road. 
Sunday, II/13 
12:38 a.m. Weapons viola
tions in the area of the 
Montague Plains. Unable to 
locate. 
12:48 a.m. Weapons viola
tions on Massasoit Street in 
Lake Pleasant. Report taken. 
6:27 p.m. Threatening, 

Monday, 11/14 
4:58 a.m. Broken window at 
Pipione's Sports Shop on 
Avenue A. Investi ated. 

straig t warrant 
Street. 
8:37 p.m. Assault on Federal 
Street. Investigated. 
Tuesday, U/15 
7:45 a.m. Odor investigation 
on Solar Avenue. Referred to 
other agency. 
8:30 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering at Lisa's 
Handcrafted Soaps on Third 
Street. 

ZBA is required to follow the 
zoning bylaws, whatever the 
board members' personal feel
ings may be about the project. 
He said the acreage "is not pub
lic land, it's not a pai'k." He 
added, "The landowners have 
formed a corporation and this is 
what they want to do. I enjoy 
looking at that mountain; it's 
beautiful. But I don't own it." 

As well as stin'ing up contro
versy, the wind fa1m application 
points up the fact that the 
Shelburne zoning bylaws, typi
cal of bylaws in other Franklin 
County towns, are silent on large 
landscape-altering structures 
such as wind turbines. 
Therefore, elected boai·d mem
bers are pressed into dete1min
ing how to use bylaws written 
with more traditional residential, 
commercial, and industrial 
stmctures in mind in order to 
regulate wind fa1ms. 

Marchese felt there might be 
some ambiguity in the bylaw 
with respect to using the special 
permit process for constmction 
of industrial stmctures in an area 

resentative Denise Andrews, 
also attended the storm 
response debriefmg. 

The selectboard will sponsor 
a meeting in December to hear 
citizen comments on the town's 
perfoimance during the emer
gency. 

In other business, the select
board approved revising the 
Eiving Paper Mill above 
grotmd storage license to allow 
storage of renewable diesel oil, 
a fuel made from animal and 
food processing waste. 
Formerly, the license was 
restricted to #6 fuel oil. 

Eno confirmed that a bill had 
been filed in the Massachusetts 
house this spring to apportion 
Massachusetts electoral votes 
by congressional district rather 
than by the ''winner take all" 
system. He said he was not 
sure what the stah1s of the bill 
was, but would check into it. 

Goodwin said the select
board will be sending a letter to 
other towns asking for suppo1t 
for the bill. 

Eno told the selectboard, 
"That's what starts to move 
these things." 

In their role as water com
missioners, the selectboard 
signed a letter to the planning 
board saying that there would 
be no negative impact to the 
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zoned rural residential/agricul
hlral. However, he and other 
planning boai·d members felt it 
was clear the project needed to 
meet the requirements of Section 
1.1, the purpose of the bylaws: 
"to promote the health, safety, 
convenience and general welfai·e 
of the inhabitaiits of the Town of 
Shelburne, to protect the value of 
land and buildings, to conse1ve 
nahlral resources, to preseive the 
Town's culrural heritage, mral 
chai·acter and open faimland, and 
to facilitate residential, commer
cial and industrial development 
in a responsible manner." 

The planning board members 
concluded that without the addi
tional project details Field prom
ised for the November 17th ZBA 
meeting, no conclusions could 
be reached about the proposal. 

Despite his lifetime connec
tion to the town, as Field left the 
November 10th planning board 
meeting, he looked over the 
overflow crowd in attendance, 
and quipped to a friend, "Let's 
go - before we get ~ !!Ill■ 
lynched." .~ 

town's water supply if Ralph 
Semb's bowling alley, apart
ments, and proposed conven
ience store are connected to 
town water. Currently, these 
prope1ties are supplied by a pri
vate well. 

A special town meeting is 
scheduled for December 12th to 
consider bills of prior 1-■"" 
years. ~ 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

[1--led Fire Farm 
Organic Vegetables1 

Flowers, Eggs, Fruit! 
Our Farmstand stocks fresh 

produce, _plus honey, specialty 
cheeses, pickles, jams, and more 
from excellent local producers! 
Old Depot Gardens 413-467-7645 
504 Turners Fails Rd, Montague 
1 I 4 mile from the Bookmifi 

www.redfirefarm.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

•tJiMI PICKLES I 
Natural[~ Fermented & Raw 

Available by the 
jar at U pinngil! 

www.realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

Leaf BusteYs 
,Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

'Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

Closed 
Mondays 

Pies! 
Party Platters & 
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PLANNING from page 1 
drills in the 50s were the last 
remembered use of a shelter in 
town). 

Communication is an impor
tant component of emergency 
planning - it is hard to imagine 
not having it. Leverett has 
implemented a CIT-Connect 
(Reverse 911) system, but with 
so many phone lines down, it 
could not be counted on after 
the storm. Forty percent of 
Leverett residents who signed 
up for CTY did not get the calls, 
and Jim Field, emergency plan
ning chair, realized afterwards 
that 52% of those who suppos
edly received the calls had 
Verizon voice mail, which reg
istered calls as being picked up. 

The E911 system that high
way department boss Will 
Stratford utilizes goes to a 
Connecticut dispatch and is 
then rerouted to appropriate 
groups. However, Connecticut 
was possibly harder hit than 
Massachusetts with power out
ages after the storm. 

The town emergency plan 
calls for radios for in-town com
munication, but the radio John 
Kuczek, Leverett's facilities 
manager, had was not strong 
enough to reach the whole town, 
for instance, the southern pa1t of 
Leverett. A repeater is needed. 

It was also hard to communi
cate out from the emergency 
shelter because the phones were 
out, said Sue Nagy, the emer
gency planning assistant who 
spent most daylight hours taking 
charge of the shelter. 

The internet connection from 
the school was created by 
routers that had to be set up after 
power was lost. Under better 
circumstances, that system 
should mn while powered by 
the generator - but as it hap
pened the system was being 
worked on prior to the storm 
and had not been put back 
online when the power went out. 

In people's homes, some had 
cell phone service but had to 
charge the batteries (at the 
school or through a car charger 
or battery backup from a com
puter). Some had electricity but 
no phone; some had phone but 
no electricity. (I realized, after a 
day or two, that if I found a 
place where my cell phone 
worked, I could call in to my 
voice mailbox with Verizon. It 
was nice to hear from my moth
er and sister, and CTY
Connect.) 

We all have neighbors - did 
we communicate with those 
who live closest to us and ask 
about others? 

Heat during this power out
age was a pressing need for 
many. Fireplaces are OK, but 
don't give off the kind of heat 
(and light) one needs to live by. 
Those with pellet stoves suf
fered if they did not have a 
backup batte1y to run them. 

Those with wood stoves were 
getting mighty warm for a few 
short hours from the hot after
noon stm beating in our win
dows. But mnning water - what 
a luxury! I never realized how 
much precious water one flush 
of the toilet can use. 

Gravity-fed wells continued 
to work, same as always. 

The emergency shelter at the 
school provided heat and water 
for citizens who found out it 
was available. I saw quite a few 
relieved friends after they had 
taken a lukewann shower in the 
dark staff bathroom, which was 
located in a part of the building 
not on generator power. Kuczek 
promised he would hook up 
lights for the bathroom and 
shower to the generator system 
this summer. 

As word got arotmd, many 
residents of town took advan
tage of the nmning water at the 
school to fill up various sized 
water containers. It became a lit
tle hectic in the kitchen when 
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people needed sinks. Next time 
(though we hope there is no next 
time), a map will be available 
showing where all other nmning 
water taps are located. 

The emergency shelter did a 
fantastic job supplying hot food, 
cookies, fmit, and coffee. 
However, many of the people 
who had signed up to serve as 
vohmteers during an emergency 
were not able to be contacted -
although plenty of others filled 
in. 

A few issues arose in the 
kitchen at the shelter. The needs 
of vegetarians were mentioned. 
A few pots of hearty vegetarian 
soup could surely meet this 
need. One complaint was made 
that the kitchen was not follow
ing food safety guidelines; Fay 
Zipkowitz, chair of the board of 
health, and Stephen Ball, health 
inspector, will create a general 
outline for food safety during 
emergency operations. 

In private homes, food stor
age was a concern. Even if one 
had a gas stove or a wood stove 
to cook on, there was the need to 
keep food cold, in freezers and 
refrigerators. The best idea I 
heard was to put a big amount of 
snow in the fridge. Freezers are 
meant to remain colder during a 
power outage, especially chest 
freezers, and that is the one 

place we utilized our generator 
by the end of the second day 
(using an extension cord to the 
freezer cord, not through the 
fuse box). 

Lots of people utilized gener
ators, and some did so in inap
propriate ways. Gary Billings, 
Leverett police chief, who 
knows about "pig-tails" and 
other generator-speak, worried, 
as did WMECO supervisors 
who "were driving around to lis
ten for that generator sotmd," 
that people had not shut off their 
power to the road before they 
activated their generators. The 
wattage that can come into a 
home when electricity is 
restored, along with the genera
tor-created wattage, is enough 
to kill a person. Please hire a 
licensed electrician to set up 
pa1tial or whole-house genera
tors. 

Possibly the scariest pa1t of 
an emergency of this scope, as 
John Moruzzi, fire chief, 
brought up, is that the police and 
fire department's usual 
resources to evacuate residents 
in case of a medical emergency 
were tmavailable. How does the 
town know if someone needs 
help if the commtmication sys
tems are broken? 

The lists the fire and police 
department maintain of people 
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in town who may need medical 
attention during an emergency 
(e.g., people who need oxygen, 
or use a wheelchair) is outdated. 
As chair of the Council on 
Aging, I will work with the fire 
and police depa1tments to assess 
how we can create a better list. 
Expect fuhll'e info1mation on 
this issue in this commtmity 
newspaper. 

In an emergency like our 
town just lived through, even 
residents who are fully capable 
of physically caring for them
selves may need help, or infor
mation. Many did not hear about 
the emergency shelter tmtil after 
their power or phone rehll'lled. If 
an emergency like this happens 
again, the town will do its best 
to put up sandwich boards at all 
the villages in town, to let resi
dents know the shelter is open. 

If another emergency does 
occur, as roads become safe to 
travel we should get ourselves, 
or a neighbor, down to the safe
ty complex and school to find 
out what is going on. Even with 
phone se1vice and power down, 
we still have each other. Can 
you take your local emergency 
network and promise yourself 
and your neighbors to expand it 
by ten, by twenty, and do some 
of your own planning I~ 
for tmplanned events? Ii 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG IO p.m. Wires in the Tree Service on a dangerous 
corner. Fatal Motor Vehicle Accident, Identity Theft roadway complaint on 

West Gill Road. 

Thursday, XI/3 ing and entering in progress Removed same. 
9:30 p.m. Reported youths at Oak Street residence. Thursday, XI/IO 
on the catwalk below the Responding officers located 6:55 a.m. Wires in the 
French King Bridge. the owner inside the home. roadway complaint on Dole 
Sunday, Il/6 4:40 p.m. Reported tractor Road. Removed same. 
1:45 p.m. Assisted trailer unit stuck on the Gill 8:20 a.m. Suspicious motor 
Bernardston police with Montague Bridge. vehicle reported on Dole 
fatal motor vehicle accident W«lnesday, XI/9 Road. Photographer taking 
at Route IO and Route I 42 I I :20 a.m. Court process pictures. 
intersection. issued to West Gill Road 2:20 p.m. Reported tractor 
Tuesday, U/8 resident. trailer unit stuck on Gill 
I 0:30 a.m. Animal 5:35 p.m. 9 I I Hang up call Montague Bridge. Assisted 
Complaint at the Main at residence on South Cross same in getting clear. 
Road at Route 2 intersec- Road. Mother/ daughter Friday, U/Il 
t:ion. Loose dog located. dispute handled by officer. 8:30 a.m. Traffic complaint 
I0:50 a.m. Reported break- on Main Road. Asplundh 

10:05 a.m. Traffic com
plaint on North Cross 
Road of Asplundh Tree 
Service on a blind corner. 
7:20 p.m. Alarm at 
Forslund Gym on Mt 
Hermon Campus. 
Sunday, II/I3 
5:55 p.m. Identity theft of 
resident on social network. 
7 :20 p.m. Suspicious motor 
vehicle at the rest area at 
French King Bridge. 
Checked ok 
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I've been on 
a diet high in protein and low in 
carbohydrates for several weeks 
now and I've lost weight on it. 
What do you think of this type of 
diet? 

These diets can bring a quick 
drop in weight because eliminat
ing carbohydrates causes a loss of 
body fluids. And, high-protein 
diets cause substances called 
"ketones" to be released into the 

REJECTS from page 7 
regionalization, but on the pro
posal in front of the town this 
evening." 

He said it is good news that 
Orange elementa1y schools 
avoided Level 4 status, but 
Orange has chronically tmder
ftmded its elementary schools, 
and it will take more than the 
transpo1tation aid and the state 
forgiving the fine for that under
ftmding to overcome that short
fall. He said Orange is contem
plating going into state receiver
ship. He offered another alter
native: that Orange and 
Petersham fo1m an elementary 
school region, and join in a super
intendency union with Mahar. 
This approach would parallel the 
Wendell-New Salem region, with 
Swift River School sharing a 
superintendent in Union 28 with 
Leverett, Shutesbmy and Eiving. 

Mahar superintendent 
Michael BaldassaITe thanked 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: months, 
and may 
help with 
weight 
loss," 

High Protein Diets 
bloodstream. The ketones make 
dieting easier by lowering 
appetite. 

I tried one of these diets, and it 
worked. But I didn't feel quite 
right eating so many high-protein 
dishes while avoiding carb foods 
such as my favorite - bread. I 
noticed a diminished appetite. 
However, I also got constipated. I 
quit and went back to watching 
calories. 

I've always been skeptical 
about any diet that is unbalanced. 
Logic tells me I must be doing 
something bad to my body. I 
don't think it's safe to lean in one 
direction at the dining-room 
table. 

"For most healthy people, a 
high-protein diet generally isn't 
harmful if followed for a sho1t 
time, such as three to four 

Wendell for past votes that set the 
Mahar budget higher than the 
Orange town meetings would 
have approved. But he said this 
regionalization vote was essen
tial, analogous to a choice 
between giving milk to the chil
dren or not giving them milk. The 
Orange elementa1y schools need 
the money that will come from 
regionalization, he said. 

BaldassaiTe said the "cleai· and 
simple alternative" Slavas men
tioned would have to be worked 
up from scratch, setting the 
regionalization process back a 
year or more. The proposal 
before Wendell had ah-eady 
gained required state approval; a 
No vote would prolong the 
Orange elementary school prob
lems. 

Wendell's Mahai· committee 
representative Johanna Ba1tlett 
said she had spent a year follow
ing the development of the agree
ment, "and it has not been easy." 

according to Katherine Zeratsky, 
a dietitian at the Mayo Clinic. 
"However, the risks of using a 
high-protein diet - usually with 
carbohydrate restriction - for 
the long te1m are still being stud
ied. Several health problems may 
result if a high-protein diet is fol
lowed for an extended time." 

Here are some problems: 
• Some high-protein diets 

don't provide enough fiber. This 
can can cause constipation and 
intestinal inflammation. This 
may also increase the risk for 
cancer. 

• Many of these diets include a 
lot of red meat and fat, which can 
increase your risk of heait dis
ease. 

• A protein-packed diet may 
cause liver or kidney problems. 

"If you want to follow a high-

She continued, "We have an obli
gation to take cai·e of the children 
of Orange - many people in 
Wendell care about the lai-ger 
commtmity of children ... but this 
agreement is not ready." 

Wendell selectboard member 
Daniel Keller reported the select
board had voted unanimously 
against supporting the agreement. 
"It is precipitous," he said. 

Former Wendell selectboard 
member Margo Culley said she 
was arguing with herself. "I 
wish I could believe that rejec
tion does not consign Orange 
elementary schools to indefinite 
purgatory. What is our respon
sibility to a town in our newly 
formed legislative district? 
Don't we have to learn to coop
erate?" 

Dick Baldwin, one of two 
Wendell citizens on the 
Regional Planning Committee 
said that BaldassaITe had done a 
wonderful job at Mahar, sta1ting 

protein diet," Zeratsky said, "do 
so only as a sho1t-te1m weight
loss aid. Also, choose your pro
tein wisely. Good choices include 
fish, skinless chicken, lean beef, 
pork and low-fat dairy products. 
Choose carbs that ai·e high in 
fiber, such as whole grains and 
nutrient-dense vegetables and 
fmit. And if you have kidney dis
ease, liver disease or diabetes, or 
if you're taking medication for a 
chronic health condition, talk to 
your doctor before starting a 
high-protein diet." 

The American Hea1t 
Association doesn't recommend 
high-protein diets for weight loss 
because "people who stay on 
these diets ve1y long may not get 
enough vitamins and minerals 
and face other potential health 
risks." The AHA also asse1ts that 
more reseai·ch is needed on the 
effectiveness of these diets for 
long-te1m weight loss. 

Most Americans ah-eady eat 
more protein than their bodies 

with using a zero-based budget 
process his first year on the job. 
But, he said, "One of our con
cerns is the financial position 
Orange is in." 

Finance committee chair 
Michael Idoine said he wanted 
to speak to the "perennial argu
ment that we don't care enough 
about children. The people of 
Orange ai·e our neighbors and 
friends, but we don't have fidu
cia1y responsibility for the 
financial affairs of Orange. We 
wouldn't want them to have 
responsibility for ours." 

Wendell citizen Shay Cooper 
said, "I'm not hearing what is 
Orange's responsibility, what is 
Orange's commitment to 
change? Sometimes putting 
money in a bad situation only 
puts more money into that bad 
situation." 

Orange school committee 
member Peter Cross said the 
Orange selectboard and the 

13 

need. The AHA urges dieting 
adults to eat no more than 35 per
cent of total daily calories from 
fat, less than 7 percent of total 
daily calories from saturated fat, 
and less than 1 percent of total 
daily calories from trans fat. 
Trans fat raises your "bad" 
(LDL) cholesterol and lowers 
your "good" (HDL) cholesterol. 

On most high-protein diets, 
meeting these AHA goals is 
impossible. 

The American Heart 
Association urges people to use 
safe and proven methods for los
ing and maintaining weight. 
Dieters should pay attention to 
calories and enjoy healthy, nutri
tionally balanced meals. The 
AHA says a healthy diet includes 
a variety of foods, and is rich in 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 

In my next column, I'll detail 
the role of protein ... 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

Orange finance committee rec
ommended against this proposal 
only because they ai·e hying to 
keep spending in Orange down. 

Wendell citizen Hany 
Williston called the question, 
that call was seconded and 
approved. After the vote of 5 
for, 50 against, the other four 
aiticles on the waiTant passed 
within five minutes. 

In those votes, citizens 
approved the creation of a 
regional school disn·ict planning 
committee, an appointed body 
that will be able to discuss 
school regionalization issues 
with other towns and make rec
ommendations to town meeting, 
approved $7,000 from stabiliza
tion to direct drainage from the 
town hall and police station 
away from neighboring prope1ty 
into drainage culverts along 
Morse Village Road, and paid a 
$61.25 bill from a prior 

11 year. ■ .., 
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BY ELOISE MICHAEL - "So 
how are you going to save the 
world by creating chaos at Case 
Pearman?" 

"We're planning a strike. The 
biggest one yet. It will be inter
national." 

"I've heard about it," I say. 
"You have?" he seems 

pleased. 
I don't want to tell him that I 

heard about it only last month 
and that was because I was look
ing for info1mation about him. I 
want him to think that I am on 
the right side. I want him to look 
at me the way he is right now, 
like he is impressed. 

I feel like I need to explain 
myself - and my job at the 
bank. "Jay," I say. "I really need-

ed a job. And I didn't know what 
I was doing with my life, you 
know? I mean Diana was at col
lege. Then she got man'ied and 
had a real career. And you were 
so busy with your political stuff." 

"We could have used your 
help," he says. 

"I didn't really feel like I was 
pa1t of all that, part of your 
group." 

'That's cause you were dating 
a basketball player," he says. 

"Paitly. Maybe." 
"I guess he's not ai·otmd any

more," Jason says, looking 
arotmd the room. 

"If you've been spying on me, 
then you probably ah·eady know 
that." 

"Yes, I do," he admits. "He 
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went to medical school in 
Chicago. You didn't follow him." 

"I already followed him 
here." 

"Yeah," Jason says, "I 
remember." 

"I'm thinking of moving back 
to Philadelphia," I say, and won
der why I am telling this to 
Jason. 

"Seems like a good idea," he 
says. 

I wait to heai· why it is a good 
idea for me to move back to 
Philadelphia. 

"You have fi.'iends there," he 
says, "unlike here." 

"I think it's a little creepy that 
you know all about my life," I 
say. It's tme that I don't have a 
lot of mends here. The mends I 
had were mostly Paul's mends. 
Like him they have moved to 
other states. I haven't really kept 
in touch with the ones who 
stayed here. It tums out we don't 

have too much in common. 
"Your brother is in 

Philadelphia, too." 
"And you?" I ask. 
"I move arotmd," he says. 

"It's better not to get too well 
known in any one place." 

"That's kind of sad," I say. 
''Not really," he says. "I have 

friends who travel with me. 
Anyway someone's got to do this 
job, and I'm good at it." 

"You always were good at 
sneaking around and hacking 
computers," I say. 

"I assume you mean that as a 
compliment," he laughs. 

"Getting back to me," I say, 
"and CP." 

"OK." 
"What are you hoping to 

accomplish by creating chaos?" 
"Simple. It will conu'ibute to 

the su·ike. If the world comes to a 
grinding halt - transpo1tation 
workers on strike, uuck di'ivers, 
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fa1m workers, no one unloading 
the ships, you know - and even 
the banks can't u·ade money 
ai·ound. Then we'll have them 
scared, you know? That will be a 
lot of power, and then the gov
ennnents, and the CEOs, too, 
they'll have to listen to our 
demands." 

This actually makes sense to 
me. "I would be taking a big risk, 
though," I say. "A huge risk. It's 
not the same as going on sti'ike." 

"Eve1yone has a different part 
to play, and don't worry, Resa, 
you won't get caught. We'll 
make sure of that." He has a pas
sionate look in his eyes that 
reminds me of being in high 
school together. He continues, 
"Case Peaiman will think it's 
someone else who stole your 
identity. 'Cause they will know 
that you were in Massachusetts 
the whole time." 

- Continued next issue 

Odds on for Turners on Turkev Dav team. Start 
with the 
records, 

was every bit their equal that 
year. Such is Thanksgiving 
high school football. Emotion 
and a little bit of trickery 
(Snidely Whiplash snicker 
here). 

Putting this all together, 
with absolutely no bias for my 
team, my school, and my town, 
should make Turners a touch
down favorite, which means 
Turners by two. 

Greenfield. Records DENIS BORDEAUX 
TURNERS FALLS 

G.~~ 
SPORTS~ 

Is this a mirage? 
Or is Turners 
Falls really the 
unofficial 
favorite going 
into this year's 
Turkey Trot? 

have never meant 
much in this rival
ry, mainly 
because the two 
teams have 
always played in 

T 
Not since the 

Prondecki brothers potmd-
ed the rock for Powertown for 
about six years in the 90s has a 
Turners squad been as clear cut 
a favorite going up against 

HELP WANTED 

Tue Town of Erving 
seeks a 

Facility Maintenance worker 

PIT, 10-15 hr/wk. $12.04/hr. 
Early moming and some week

end hours typically. Must be 
able to work flexible hours on a 

week to week basis. Driver's 
license and minimum of one 

year of related experience 
required. Drug screening and 

CORI checks will be performed. 
Applications available at 
Town Hall 12 E. Main St. 

Deadline to apply is noon on 
12-5-11. 

AA/EOE. 

different leagues 
with rarely a com

mon opponent. 
Not so now, for in 

the past few years we have 
a plethora of information to 
stack these two teams against. 
The Green Wave has moved 
into the I.C. and almost eve1y 
game can now be read as a 
barometer for evaluating each 

WENDELL from page 6 

Wendell's share of the $4,500 
fee is $2,250; since the cost of 
that fee would only be borne by 
the town, the selectboard 
approved that request. 

Town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich reported that the 
Franklin County Solid Waste 
District's annual inspection of 
the Wendell Recycling and 
Transfer Station showed no 
shortcomings. The WRATS 
has a new compactor for trash, 
and has started using the old 
compactor for cardboard, with 
the result that both will go out 
in fewer, denser loads. 

Aldrich reported that the 

which read: 5-5 overall and 3-4 
in the league for Turners; and 
1-7, 1-5 with one game left 
from Greenfield. 

But again, records mean 
nothing when emotion and a 
great game plan can him the 
tide (get it?). 

Many of us remember the 
gamesmanship employed by 
coaches and parents of a 
Greenfield team a few years 
ago, when they semi-vandal
ized their own locker room to 
look like it was done by 
Tlllllers fans (blue colors, foul 
signs, etc.) so that the Wave 
stormed a Turners squad that 

Massachusetts Broadband 
Initiative (MBI) had conducted 
site visits to the buildings 
where they plan to connect 
their main fiber optic trunk line 
in town; that list does not 
include the highway garage 
and fire station, which also 
house the town's Emergency 
Operation Center (EOC), creat
ed after the 2008 ice storm to 
help coordinate agencies work
ing in different parts of town. 
The board felt that was a seri
ous omission, and talked about 
other ways the town could get a 
high speed internet connection 
to that building. 

Selectboard member 
Jeoffrey Pooser said during the 

Unforhmately for the Wave 
(aka the Puddle) Turners has 
tactical weapons now in 
Wilder, Olari, Mankowsky, 
Marko! and others who can 
really move the ball in between 
turnovers. Whereas 
Greenburg's woes begin with a 
super young, super sparse 
squad, as in 18 players or less, 
having really only had the 
chance to win one game. 

If this team sticks together, 
they'll be really tough in two 
years. 

October 29th snowstorm, road 
supervisor Rich Wilder got the 
weather info1mation he used to 
plan snow removal procedures 
from a counter top television 
with a rabbit ear antenna. 

Keller said during the recent 
snowstorm the generators the 
town bought to keep municipal 
buildings functioning during 
extended power outages 
worked well. No one used the 
available town hall as a shelter, 
but people came to the libra1y 
and the highway garage for 
water, though the well serving 
the highway garage is not a 
legal public drinking water 
supply. 

Not many people knew to go 

I've always felt every 
Turners win over Greenfield 
should be treated like a Celtics 
NBA championship banner, 
hung to the rafters and painted 
on the locker room wall, a la 
Rise Up! 

Now's the time for Banner 
Number Nineteen, Boys! 

One last thing: a shout-out 
to a fo1mer player, life-long 
blue and white fan, and very 
sick friend- Pooh-Bear, I think 
we got 'em! 

to the EOC in the highway 
garage for information or aid; 
a notice at the town office 
building, or in the town 
newsletter might help. 

There is a bill in the state 
legislahue to update animal 
control laws to add a $3.00 sur
charge to the cost of licensing a 
dog and use the money to pay 
for animal conu·ol. 

Keller thought it was a bad 
idea, a further incentive for 
someone to avoid licensing a 
dog, but he thought town clerk 
Gretchen Smith should have 
some say in the issue because 
she collects license 
fees. n 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

Steven The1ien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

Ill Ill 

RIVERSIDE 6 
.ADIATOR ~ 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic 

Route 2, Gil 
863-4049 1-800-439-404 

"1P ~6/1Till(f 
r::Ji • Homemade 1'ce Cream 

• Daily Specials 
• Fresh Salads 

Delicious Burgers 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 

Main Road, Gill 
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 
+ • + • • -

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"All Aspects of Landscape Design 

and Maintenance" 
Residential & Commmial - Fullv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN ENT Franklin County Tech School, Turners 
Falls: Little Drummer Craft Fair, 9 
a.m. -4 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Changes 
in Latitude, Jimmy Buffett Tribute Band 
with Parrothead Concert Party! Party 
begins at 6 p.m. & is limited to the first 
100 people, concert curtain; 8 p.m. 

Renaissance Players presents, It's a 
Wonderful Life, A Tribute to a Simpler 
Time. And Matinee on Sunday, 
December 18th. 

SUNDAYS in NOVEMBER 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Actomatic 
sculpture workshop, ongoing collabora
tive ~D sculpture project, 1-3 pm. Free. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, T umers Falls: Craft Night, 
7p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Ping 
Pong, 7 - 9 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls 
Acoustic open mic, with Dan, Kip and 
Shultzy from Curly Fingers DuPree 
host. 8:30 - 11 :30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW until JANUARY 29th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Artwork by Leonore Alaniz. 
Fridays and Saturdays 10 a.m. -4 p.m. 

NOW until NOVEMBER 27th 
Vermont Center for Photography, 
Brattleboro Low Tech/No Tech: A Juried 
Plastic, Pinhole, & Camera-less Show. 

NOW until DECEMBER 18th 
The Gallery at Hallmark, Turners 
Falls Ellen Denuto's photographs in 
The Artist as Art. Fridays through 
Sundays from 1 - 5 p.m. 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 
Leverett Library Original collage illus-

z 
Q . . i Northfield Mountain Recreation 
~ Center: After the Leaves Hike. Hikers 
;! will enjoy three state views. 4½ mile 
~ hike with elevation changes of 800 
~ feet. Age 12 & up. 12:30-4:30 p.m. 

"" - -- ~ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 
Thrive Project, T umers Falls: Thrive 

!rations by Judith Inglese, from the / See Show, featuring Brian Gillig and 
the Sun children's book series. Vanessa Brewster's Avalanche and 

Food, Issue #1. 4 p.m. Free. 
Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Scenes of 
Turners Falls, Ariel Jones & Nina Rossi. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17th 
Great Falls Disocvery Center, Turners 
Falls: Mineral Collecting: Join artist Fred 
Wilda of the Connecticut Valley Mineral 

Una Jensen CD Release Party a.t the 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Sunday 
Locals Matinee with Abbie Barrett and 
the Last Date, and Heather Maloney, 
5 p.m Free. 

Wendell Free Library: Wendell COA 
Film Series Home for the Holidays 
plus bonus local film, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John 
Sheldon, 8-10 p.m 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21st 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo, 
8 p.m Free. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Get 
Sloshed with NY Magazine cock
tail columnist Matthew Latkiewicz. 
Talking at 7:30, drinking after. 

Shea Theater, Satm·day, Novembei· Thrive Project, Turners Falls Brittany 
19th a.t 7 p.m. Bruce's Magical Monthly Movie 

Night, Ghost World, 7 p.m. Free. 
Club. 7 p.m. Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Uncle Hal, 
8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wai/in' Dave 
Robinson & Tommy Filault, 8-10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dea Dia, 
rock, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Damon Reeves 
and the Love Thieves, 9-11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: TJ. 
Conroy and the Peepers, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer, dance party, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Cottonwood, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, eclectic 
harmonic rock, 9-11 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Una 
Jensen, CD release party, 7 p.m. 

Montague Grange: Gender Role free 
Contra, Caller: Tim Van Egmond, 
Music Frost & Fire, 7 p.m. 

Leverett Town Hall: Echo Lake 
Coffeehouse series presents Spook 
Handy, 7:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Gobble Tit You Wobble, sports bar open 
at noon, dance club open at 8 p m 

Montague Grange: Contra Dance, 
David Kaynor primary caller with 
Montague Center Band. 7 :30 -9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25th 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
TFHS Alumni Association Reunion. 7 
-10 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Messages From the other Side, with 
Psychic Medium Usa Lanno, 7-9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Josh Levangie & 
The Mud, Blood & Beer Band, Johnny 
Cash favorites, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Bum Town, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Smith & 
Weeden, rock, 9:30 p.m. Free. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26th 
and SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27th 
Craigieburn Farms Alpacas, 
Shutesbury: Holiday Open Farm. Hot 
cider, holiday shopping, and visits 
with the alpacas. 10 - 4 p.m. Also on 
December 3rd and 4th. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26th 

GI\E.ENFIELO Local 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Reprobate 
Blues Band, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Span of 
Sunshine, Chris Scanlon, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Tum it Loose, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27th 
Montague Grange: Family Dance, 
3:30 - 5 30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Sunday 
Locals Matinee, Heather Maloney and 
Zack Holmes, 5 p.m. Free. 

Montague Bookmill: Thanksgiving 
Concert with: The Berrys, Jonathan 
Stevens, The Edge Sisters, 7 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Le Chei/e, an 
Irish Session, 8 - 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. Free. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28th 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9th 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Welcome Yule, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

The Brick Bouse 
Communuy lesoun:e Center 

24 3rd Slretf in T11mtrs 
Falls is whm rtso11rces and 
rtso11rctfal ptopk inftrsecf. 

Tuesday, 12/6 6:15-7:45PM: 

Richard Witty, CPA. Tax Strategies for 

Low-Income Families and Individuals 

Tuesday, 12/13 6:15-7:45PM: 

Richard Witty, CPA. Tax Strategies 

for Sole Entrepreneurs 

413-863-9576 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada • 
Dino's open mic, 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, a 
night of spoken word, Special Poetry 
night menu available, bring a friend 
and your appetite 7 - 10 p.m. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29th 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: The 
Hootenany, bring an instrument to 
play, or use ours, it's like a campfire 
jam-singalong on the beach, 7 pm 

North Leverett Baptist Church Parish 
Hall: Leverett Historic Commission 
presents Historic Districts Meeting, 
with Betsy Friedberg, a representa
tive from MHC, and consultant, 
Bonnie Parsons. 7 p.m. 

Leverett Library: Leverett Peace 
Commission presents Dr. Penny Gill -
Reclaiming Politics. Thinking About 
Occupy Wall Street 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1st 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall Town 
String Band, 7:30 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, Brian 
Mallet and Lefty Cullen, 8 -10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 
Reggae Fantastico1 9 - 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Montague Grange: Crafting Gift Fair, 
come sit & make various crafts & walk 
out with a bagful of completed gifts for 
your families & friends, 11 a.m. -4 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd and 16th 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd & 17th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: New 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 11/18 9 - 11 p.m. 

Damon Reeves 

& The Love Thieves 

• Saturday, 11/19 9 - 11 p.m. 

Nexus 

Sunday, 11/20 8 - 10 p.m. 
John Sheldon 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 11 /17 8pm FREE 
Uncle Hal (funky-tonk) 

FRI 11/18 9:30 $3 
DEA DIA lindie. rockiel 

SAT 11/19 
7:00 FREE Lenny'slounge 
9:30 $3 ROCKIT QUEER 

lw dj Greg 2000!1 

SUN 1 1 /20 5pm FREE 
Heather Maloney 

Abbie Barrett & the Last Date 

MON 11/21 8pm FREE 
BINGO! 

71 TIR STREET 
TIIIEIIS Fll.lS 
1IEIIIIEl'41"'""6 

rll-~~\l.S CO~PERATJ~E EXCHANGE 
.:::I:::ooail\'Owned Since 1iii:) Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

. Pipion~TSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Northfield Coffee and Books! -;.;.;;;;~,Ji, The Shedsmi th 
'·!k~ 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor Local~ Roasted Organic Coffee and Espresso 

Gourmet Chocolate, C,aramels and Fudge 
Gifts & Cards 

Books to Browse or Buy 
I 

I 05 M~n St, Northfield ! ;, 

• . • ., Sheds, Chicken Coops and Afore 

Home Repairs and 
Maintenance 

Todd Muller 
413-775-3575 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 



16 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER November 17, 2011 

Moose Population Rising in Massachusetts 
Fish and 
Wildlife 
research unit 
leader at UMass 
Amherst, esti
mates there are 
between 1,000-
2,000 moose in 
the state. "If you 
asked me how I 
knew that," he 
concedes, "I'd 
say I don't, but 
you get an idea 
through seeing 

not keep to reservations and 
woodlands but ti·avels through 
developed areas, across busy 
roads, and relies on freshly 
cleared land for a large part of 
its life cycle. 

recently disturbed zones, along 
with aquatic pla.i1ts in wetlands. 
These areas include clea.i· cuts, 
wildfire zones, or the patlls of 
hmTicane destrnction that let 
sunlight in and encourage new 
growth. These "early succes
sional habitats" are highly 
attractive to moose. 

numbers and 
density over 
many years." 

The electronic collars, 
applied to 36 moose during the 
course of the Mass Wildlife 
funded study, recorded info1ma
tion such as the moose's loca
tion, the date, and the tempera
ture anywhere from 2,000 -
10,000 times per year. Each 
location recorded is mapped 
and studied; these cha.its and 
animations illustrate a fascinat
ing pattern of moose movement 
through the region, around each 
other, and through patches of 
non-developed land during the 
course of the year. 

Wattles and Destefano say 
moose are an umbrella species, 
meaning the combination of 
habitat they require (a range of 
forest types including dense 
canopies, recently cleared 
areas, and wetlands) overlaps 
with the habitat needs of most 
native species in the region. By 
managing land for the moose 
population, biologists can 
ensure that dozens of other 
species will benefit as well. 

One participant in the Massachusetts Moose stur!J~ with a radio collar aiiowing researchers to 

Now that the 
moose have 
returned, 
researchers want 
to know how 
they are re
adapting to the 
region's climate 
and habitat, and 
how to maintain 
the areas moose 
rely on most 

Destefano a.i1d Wattles found 
that a bull moose averages a 
range of 60 to 70 square miles 
during the year, with most 
movement occun-ing during the 
mt (mating season) in the fall. 
Both males and females stay in 
a smaller area during the winter 
months. Compared to other 
ungulates (hoofed ma.inmals), 
moose tend to be much more 
stationa.iy. They travel alone for 
the majority of their lives, only 
joining others of their kind dur
ing mating season, or while a 
female is raising a calf. 

There is, of course, another 
side to the sto1y. Across New 
England, the newly re-grown 
forests a.i·e disappearing once 
again, this time to suit the 
changing habitat needs of 
another species - ourselves. 
Especially in densely populated 
Massachusetts, the balancing 
act between wildlife and human 
habitat ma.i1agement is an ongo
ing challenge. 

track the movements of these increasingly common ungulates over time. 
BY REBECCA RIDEOUT Massachusetts is refreshing. 
NORTHFIELD - If you've It's a reversal of the all too 
lived in this region for the last common news of species 
30 yea.rs, you may have noticed extinction and habitat destrnc
an increasing number of large, tion. It starts with the re-growth 
brown mammals splashing of the region's forests over the 
through the wetlands, each last 150 years. 
tea.ring up 40 to 60 pounds of New England's wide swaths 
bark, leaves, and aquatic plants of cleared land once used for 
eve1y day. But it's entirely pos- agriculture and livestock have 
sible that you haven't noticed grown back, making our region 
them at all. the most heavily forested in the 

A dramatic resurgence of nation, with over 80% cover
moose has taken place in age. This reforestation has 
Massachusetts since the 1980s, encouraged a re-enhy of many 
following their near extirpation species once scarce or absent 
in the region. But it's been a from the area including 
quiet return. Although they are beavers, fisher cats, deer, and 
one of No1th America's largest moose. 
mammals, moose move nimbly There are now over 1,000 
through the underbrnsh, and moose in Massachusetts - a 
travel mostly from dusk til number that would have sound
dawn. Consequently, they are ed unbelievable in the 1970s. 
still nearly invisible in our Stephen Destefano, research 
daily lives. professor and USGS 

The sto1y of moose in Massachusetts Cooperative 

DiJ 1ou <:>~'J The vaa 
~c>liJoi.i Does 

heavily. The winters here are 
milder, and the makeup of 
forests differs from those found 
further north. But it seems 
these conditions have had little 
effect on the health of the 
moose population in 
Massachusetts. Their numbers 
continue to grow, as well as the 
incidence of two-calf litters, a 
direct sign of a healthy habitat 
for moose population growth. 

Destefano and graduate stu
dent David Wattles have been 
studying the species' preferred 
habitat range using electronic 
collars for several yea.rs as pa1t 
of Wattles' PhD thesis. 
Destefano presented some of 
their findings at a November 
4th talk at Northfield Mountain, 
co-sponsored by the Athol Bird 
and Nature Club. 

The data paints a picture of a 
species with a wide range of 

travel; an animal that does 

After looking at seasonal 
patterns, the researchers studied 
the areas where the moose spent 
the most time. Through temper
ature data, we know these giant 
animals - whose large size is 
meant to protect them from the 
bitter cold in climates fu1ther 
1101th - are ill equipped for even 
mildly wa1m summer days. 
They rely heavily on dense 
forests and mud wallows during 
summer montlls, venturing out 
into open areas only at night. 

When it comes to their pre
ferred grazing locations, moose 
prefer to eat young, tender 
twigs and leaves found in 

As DeStefa.110 says, "wildlife 
management is mostly people 
ma.iiagement." In addition to 
keeping our development in 
check, there is the real risk of 
coming into contact with our 
animal neighbors in the fo1m of 
ca.i· collisions. As the presenta
tion came to a close, DeStefa.110 
presented a map of collared 
moose movements overlaid 
with a map showing the 
region's major roads. 

"The first thing I'd say is 
slow down - it gives you time 
to react," he cautioned. "I tell 
people you really have to be 
alert and scan the edges of 
roads, look for that shape a.i1d 
look for movement." DeStefa.110 
suggests using high beams to 
look for an animal's eye shine, 
which could clue a driver to 
deer or moose feeding on 
cleared a.i·eas beside roadways 
before a collision occurs. 

p Ol.rt«j? 
Part1 
~ 

Although we may not see 
them in our daily lives, an 
increasing number of moose 
ramble just out of plain sight in 
Massachusetts. Passing us by as 
quietly as shadows, our new 
neighbors a.re just looking for a 
little piece of the 
Commonwealth to call home. fa' hare to go crto go for art{ ru::lget 863.2866 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

•Pizzas 
• 
•Salldll .,... ... 
.. Plillo 
Jlijlca,,,a 

2t l111H•ta1. 
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woodfired pizzeria 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Thai Massage 
50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 

Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotrnail.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

Now powered by Rocketfusion 
413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

RISTORANTE DIPAOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thurs Jazz 

Glass 15, Bollie 120, Appeliz.ers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at S:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

--------------------

Sir um Equipment Co., Inc . 
--------------------

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 




