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Immigrants Help 
Sustain Local 
Population Base, 
Economy 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREENFIELD Franklin 
County and Hampshire County 
would be losing population, fol
lowing a long-tenn trend, if it 
were not for immigrants moving 
into the area. 

Center for New Americans 
director Jim Ayres told a crowd of 
about 45 at the November 4th 
Senior Symposium at Greenfield 
Community College's downtown 
center, "We have an aging popula
tion. Younger people are leaving 
the area. We would be wondering 
how to harvest our fields and staff 
our hospitals," if it were not for 
the influx of immigrants. 

"One of my doctors is from 
Peru, and one is from Uruguay," 
offered one of the senior citizens 
in attendance. 

According to the 2010 prelimi
muy census, the population of 
Franklin County increased .03% 
since 2000, and Hampshire 
County grew by 2.5%, Ayres said. 
Figures show recent immigrants 
make up 4% of the population in 
Franklin County, 7% in 
Hampshire County, and 12% 

see IMMIGRANTS pg 10 

SIMPLE LIVING VS. THE MASS CODE 

Susan and Jonathan von Ranson in front of the barn where thry hope to build and inhabit a non-electric apartment 
BY KATIE NOLAN couple hopes to reduce their own carbon footprint 
WENDELL - At the Wendell board of health by moving into the apartment, and using a hand 
meeting on Tuesday, simple living contended with pump for water, lanterns for light, a masomy wood 
the Code of Massachusetts Regulations (CMR), stove for heat, and a composting toilet. 
and the outcome was unclear. The von Ransons first presented their plans at 

Jonathan and Susan von Ranson, of Lockes the board's July 13th meeting. At the August 10th 
Village Road, asked the board to inform them of meeting, they were given an unsigned letter saying 
the status of their "simple living" application to their plan does not comply with state health regu
build a non-electric apartment in their bam. The see LIVING pg 11 

Dennis Rindone Me1norialized 
for Route 2 hnprove1nents 

(D-Barre) mentioned the "long, 
long, long battle" before the 
Route 2 task force was formed. 
He characterized the battle as 
'"low profile' versus 'save 
Erving from destruction'," refer
ring to the controversy when the 
state's proposal to re-route the 
east - west artery through 
Wendell State Forest was 
opposed by the grassroots, cof
feehouse-fueled citizens opposi
tion group Save Bear Momitain 
in Wendell, arid the alternate 
"low profile alignment" through 
the center of Erving ran into a 
solid wall of opposition in 
Erving. 

COURTESY OF TOWN OF ERVING 

Dennis Rindone 

BY KATIE NOLAN 
ERVING - "He was not just a 
good man, he was a great man," 
Robert Brighenti told the people 
crowded into Erving town hall to 
honor his late friend Dennis 
Rindone. The crowd of over one 
hundred came to join the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) in 
dedicating a portion of Route 2 

as the Demus E. Rindone 
Roadway. 

Rindone, who died miexpect
edly on March 1st, 2009, served 
as the town administrator of 
Princeton for the last decade of 
llis life, and was a three-term 
selectboard member for the town 
of Erving. In that capacity he 
worked to band together small 
towns and big cities along the 

Route 2 conidor to fight for safe
ty improvements to that road
way. In addition, through the 
organization STAR (Stand 
Together Against Repression) he 
spearheaded in 1996, Rindone 
worked with other small town 
administrators and selectboards 
to secure fair payments in lieu of 
taxes from Boston for state 
owned land throughout the 
Commonwealth, and for fair tax 
payments from deregulated utili
ties. He served on the finance, 
school and water commissions in 
Erving. Rindone was at work on 
a comprehensive catalogue of all 
veterans memorials in the state, 
for a book project called the 
Honor Roll of Liberty. 

Franklin Regional Comicil of 
Governments (FR.COG) execu
tive di.rector Linda Dmtleavy 
praised Rindone's "remarkable 
achievement" as chair of the 
Route 2 Safety Improvement 
Task Force from 1994 mitil his 
sudden death in 2009. She said 
he was a "relentless advocate" 
for safety improvements to 
Route 2 and called the road ded
ication and signs "a small tribute 
to a great man." 

State senator Stephen Brewer 

Luisa Paiewonsky, adnlirlis
tr·ator of MassDOT's highway 
division, commented that, 
despite the year'S of conflict over 
the Route 2 alignment, Rindone 
wouldn't accept the idea that 
nothing could be done to 
improve the road's safety. 

Similar·ly, Erving town 
admi1listrator Tom Sharp praised 
Rindone's ability to effect 
change, saying when faced with 
an obstacle, Rindone would roll 
his sleeves up and tear· down the 
bar1·iers. Ultimately, wider 
Rindone's chai1manship, the 
Route 2 task force monitored and 
advised MassDOT on approxi
mately $50 million in safety 
improvements to Route 2 

see RINDONE pg 12 
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Broadband 
Aeee~ Draws a 
Stm-iding Room 

Only Crowd 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
LEVERETT - The longest nlile 
is the one that b1ings broadband to 
your door. 

More thari 60 people tm1ied 
out for a hea1111g in Leverett 
Tuesday night with Jason Whittet, 
deputy director of the state's 
Massachusetts Broadband 
Initiative (MBI), the agency 
responsible for rolling out 1300 
miles of "middle mile" open 
access broadband fiber to 123 
underserved communities in 
Western and Centr·al 
Massachusetts over the next two 
arid a half year'S. MBI is working 
with a maridate from the governor 
to find and reach residents who do 
not have access to the internet, 
arid has $26.2 million in state arid 
$45 million in federal stimulus 
funding to work with in order to 
provide it. 

But the federal funding comes 
with guidelines not to hook up 
individual homes, but rather to 
reach cornerstone commmlity 
institutions like schools arid 
libraries, and to br'ing fiber within 
three miles of 99% of homes, in 
underserved communities like 
Leverett. 

Whittet explained the concept 
of 'middle nlile' fiber is intended 
not to provide the 'last mile' hook 
up for homes arid businesses, but 
to "leverage last mile COilllectivity 
arid make those economics attrac
tive," to other providel'S. 

But the crowd quickly grew 
impatient with the power point 
presentation of the middle mile's 
middle man. They wanted to 
know one thing. 

'Who's gonna' hook me up?' 
''Leverett didn't get electI'icity 

mitil the government maridated 
it," saidAuda Goscenski, from the 
back of the room. "Leverett didn't 
get phone se1vice mitil it was 
maridated by the government. I 
don't see us getting last mile mitil 
it will be maridated by the govern
ment." 

Peter Danielson said the inter
net has risen to the level of a util
ity, like phone seivice or electrici
ty, whether it is regulated or not, 
arid he said he had no tmck with a 
business model that would allow 
last mile providei·s to pick arid 
choose which customers get 
seived. 

"The middle mile doesn't mat
ter to us at all," said Ken Larigley. 
''What matters to us is who the 
last mile provider is that connects 
you to the network." 

''You don't suppose Comcast 
arid Ve1izon will hold a secret dis-

see LEVERETT pg 12 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Southern Charm 

Sammy 
My name is Sammy and I'm a 

seven-year-old male coonhotmd / 
treeing walker hotmd in need of a 
good home. I am new here, but 
the staff thinks that I will be OK 
with other dogs, and cats. I am a 
sweet and playful boy. I am a 
Dixie Dog. 

Dixie dogs are transported to 
northem adoption centers from 
southem shelters that are ovenun 
with friendly and healthy dogs. 
My ideal home would provide 
plenty of exercise, play, and 
affection. The staff here thinks 
that I would be OK with kids, but 
I will need to meet the whole 
family to know for sure before 
being adopted. I am cmTently in 
a foster home. If you think that I 
might be the dog for you, ask the 
staff for the chance to meet me! 
To find out more about adopting 
me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at ( 413) 548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

NANCY L. DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

"'oWA 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 
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Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tiiis newspaper shall not be liable 
for en-ors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
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reseive the right to refuse advertis
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or grapliics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 112 Year 
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ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Pastel Workshop for All A~es 

Find your inner creativity at 
the Erving Librruy on December 
5th at 4:00 pm. at the workshop 
featuring Post Impressionism: 
Van Gogh's Stany Night -
Expressive Pastel Painting. 

This pastel painting workshop 
is designed for adults and teens, 
for sheer beginners to advanced 
participants who want to paint 
expressively. The workshop 
includes all materials: Indigo 
paper, white charcoal pencils, 
black paper, Rembrandt soft pas
tels, Nupastels, French and 
English pastel pencils, assorted 

colored mid-toned Canson pastel 
paper and other materials. All 
paiticipants will keep their pastel 
painting(s). 

The Erving Public Libraiy is 
located at 17 Moore Street, call 
(413) 423-3348 or email erv
inglibrary@netscape.net for 
more info1mation. Libraiy hours 
ai·e Stmday, 1 :00 to 4:00 pm., 
Monday, 1:00 to 7:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. and Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m. View our latest newsletter 
online at ervingpubliclibra-
1y.wordpress.com. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Nicole Fuller 1vas the Queen and Jack Hubert was the King of the 

Turners Falls High School Booster Dqy Parade Historic Maps Presentation; Cat Ballou 
Land stnveyor David Allen 

presents Historic Maps of 
Wendell and Franklin County on 
Thursday, November 18th, at 7 
p m. at the Wendell Free Library. 

Allen will give an overview of 
historic maps of Massachusetts 
from the earliest known Colonial 
creations through the detailed 
maps of the mid-19th century, 
with homeowner names. He will 
focus on the old maps ofFranklin 
County and Wendell, including 
examples of how to use them to 
find old roads or an ancestor's 
house site. 

Wendell resident and historic 
commtss10n member Pam 
Richardson will also talk about 
the 1858 map of Wendell, for 
which she has indexed all the 
named homeowners and noted 
how many of their old homes are 
still standing, and which are lone
ly cellar holes today. 

Allen recently researched and 
compiled 15 maps of Wendell, 
dating from 1753 to present. This 
set of maps is now patt of the 

Wendell Library's collection. All 
15 of the large scale reprint maps 
will be available for viewing at 
the free program, and by request 
during regulai· library hours. 

l.'.Jlistoric '.Briage jacts I 
PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from the Gill-Montague Bridge 
dedication booklet, published for the ribbon cutting ceremonies that took place on 
Saturday, September 10th, 1938. 

The approximate total weight 
of the Gill Montague bridge is 
45,888,000 potmds. The weight 

of the stmctural steel on the 
bridge is 6,857,362 potmds. 
More bridge facts next week! 

For further info, call the 
library at (978) 544-3559, or 
Allen at ( 413) 772-2801. For pre
views of the maps, see: 
vhist.com/mcc/towns/wendeW. 

Advanced Directives Workshop 
COA Movie - Cat Ballou WENDELL - There will be an 

The Wendell COA Film Series informative discussion in 
at the Libraiy continues Stmday Wendell on Stmday, November 
evening, November 14th, 7:30 14th at the Wendell Senior 
p.m, with the 1965 classic Cat Center about the documents that 
Ballou, stan-ing Jane Fonda and can enstrre that our wishes for our 
Lee Maivin. The film is rated G, own foture are respected if we 
about 96 minutes long. All are are tmable to speak for ourselves. 
welcome to attend. Advanced Directives along 

For this month only, show with Health Cai·e Proxy, Living 
time is 7:30 pm. rather than 7:00 Will, Power of Attorney and Last 
p.m. because of the 5:00 p.m. Will and Testament will help 
workshop, "Take Chai·ge of Your guide health providers and loved 
Future," being held at the Senior ones who may suddenly find 
Center. Go to the workshop and themselves in chai·ge of making 
take care of some serious busi- important decisions. 
ness, then come over to the Discussion facilitators, Lynne 
library for a ve1y fi.mny film! Davis, Social Worker and Nancy 

available. (Please bring pens and 
clip boai·d or something of the 
like, to write on). 

Wendell folk of all ages ai·e 
welcome to this discussion 
because events leading to tempo
rruy or pe1manent loss of ability 
to make decisions on our own 
behalf may occur at any age. 
Please join us! 

Questions? Please call Lynne 
978-544-2067 or email, 
lcdavis@crocker.com. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students Of the week 

Turkey Prourams at CarneUie Library Spittle, RN, have assisted many 
individuals, and their families in 
tmderstanding why it is so impor
tant to have these documents in 
advance of need, how they 
become enacted and some of the 
issues to consider relating to 
these decisions. 

Grade 6 
Jordyn Fiske 

Grade 7 BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Next 
week two programs on turkeys 
for children at the Carnegie 
Library with children's librarian 
Linda Hickman. On Wednesday, 
November 17th, the Ha1vest 
Bounty Homeschool Program 

will end with an informative ses
sion on turkeys at 1: 15 p.m. 
Homeschooling families with 
chldren of all ages are welcome. 
On Saturday, November 20th, at 
10:30 a.m. a fun program on 
turkeys for children of all ages. 

For more info: call 863-3214. 
A variety of sample fonns and 

info1mational handouts will be 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - November 15th -20th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tmners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through Friday 
at Noon. Meal reservations must 
be made a day in advance by 
11 :00 am. The Meal Site 
Manager is Keny Togneri. All 
fitness classes are suppo1ted by a 
grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. Voltmtaty dona
tions are accepted. Cotmcil on 
Aging Director is Robe1ta Potter. 
Annual Holiday Lunch at the 
Tech School is Tuesday, 
December 7th. Tickets are on 
sale at the Senior Center. For 
more information, to make meal 
rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs call (413) 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Don't miss our Annual 
Holiday Bazaar and Raffle on 
Saturday, November 20th, 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. Raffle tickets available 
at the Senior Center now. 

Monday, November 15th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
12:00 p m. Pot Luck and Bingo 
No Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, November 16th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
1 :00 p m. Canasta 
1 :00 p m. Painting 
Wednesday, November 17th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 am. Fi.re Safety Talk 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, November 18th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
1:00 pm. Pitch 
Friday, November 19th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
No aftemoon activities 
Saturday, November 20th 
9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p m. Holiday 
Bazaar & Raffle at the Center 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Eivingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 am. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and rese1vations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3308. 
Mealsite Manager is Jim 

Saracino. Ltmch is daily at 11 :30 
am., with rese1vations 24 hours 
in advance. Transpo1ta-tion can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center at ( 413) 423-
3308 to find out when the next 
flu clinic will be held. 

Monday, November 15th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 am. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, November 16th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10:00 am. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, November 17th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, November 18th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Fliday, November 19th 
11 :30 a.m. Out to Ltmch - Olive 
Gai·den 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 978-
544-6760 for hours and upcom
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

Rachel Waldron 
Sadie Pelletier 

Grade 8 
Alex Carlisle 

"It's Just a stone's throw from reality.• 
Groceries • Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer - Wine - Liquor 

MON - ~~Uhi~~~AY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Home Care Honors Outgoing Rep. Donelan 

local Briefs 

g Seniors and providers for 
~ seniors, caregivers and persons 
z with disabilities attended the f Franklin County Home Care 
~ Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 
ij November 3rd at the Greenfield 

Grille in Greenfield. 

tion of the award honored the 
work of Rep. Donelan, 2nd 
Franklin County District "for his 
tireless advocacy, dedicated 

service to elder constituents, 
commitment to Equal Choice 
and home and community care." 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - An old fashioned 
"Sock Hop" with 100% of the 
proceeds going to "Warm the 
Seniors" will be held at the 
Greenfield Elks, on the comer 
of Federal & Church Streets in 
Greenfield, 7:00-11:00 p.m on 
Saturday, November 20th. The 
event is presented by the 
Greenfield Elks, the Emblem 
Club and Bobby C. Music also 
provided by Bobby C. Snacks 
and beverages are available 
with admission of $5.00 at the 
door. 

"Turkey Anyone?" at Great 
Falls Discovery Center, Avenue 
A, Turners Falls on Thursday, 
November 18, 7:00-8:30 pm. 
Have you ever been curious 
about wild turkeys? Just how 
did they get associated with 
Thanksgiving? Stop by the 
GFDC and learn from Joe Judd, 
an expert in the area of turkeys. 

Join Northfield Mountain 
Naturalist Beth Bazler on 
Saturday, November 20th, from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. for a 
hike to enjoy our newly 
opened, leafless, views of the 
area's beautiful scenery. The 
hike is designed for ages 12 
and older. Hikers must prereg
ister to receive directions to the 
starting location . The trip will 
be in the 4 or 5 mile range with 
up to 800 feet of climbing. 
Wear sturdy hiking shoes, dress 
for the weather, bring water 

. . 

Senior Center • 
HOLIDAY 

OS BAZAAR ,. 

Saturday, 
November 20th 

~ 

9:00 a.m. to I :00 p.m. 
62 Fifth Street, 

~ Turners Falls • 
Gifts-Crafts--Silen t 
Auction-Raffle-and 

., Bake Sale . . 
~ 

and a hearty snack for this fre.e 
program. Heavy rains will can
cel. 

The 14th Annual Gem and 
Mineral Show will be held on 
Saturday, November 13th from 
9:30-4:00 p.m. at Greenfield 
High School on Lenox Avenue. 
More than a dozen vendors dis
play their rocks, gemstones, 
fossils, jewehy and fine art in 
the school cafeteria. Videos, 
posters, books are also for sale 
and there are featured speak
ers.with demonstrations for 
children. 

Montague Catholic Social 
Ministries and Ed's Barber 
Shop both located on the comer 
of Third Street and Avenue A in 
Turners Falls, are open for 
business after being shut down 
for 34 days because of water 
damage caused by the sprinkler 
system in the upstairs 
Moltenbrey Apartments. 

Please help warm the chil
dren by bringing a pair of new 
mittens to any Greenfield 
Savings Bank location and 
hang them on the mitten tree. 
Warm the Children is a non
profit organization, sponsored 
by the Greenfield Recorder, 
dedicated to providing winter 
clothing to children in the local 
community. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague
ma.net 

Save the Date! 

Montague Reporter 
Holiday Party 

Wed. December 8th 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Night Kitchen 
Greenfield Road 

Montague 
Hors d'oeuvres 

Music 
Cash bar 

RSVP: 4 l 3-863-4 779 

Outgoing State 
Representative Christopher 
Donelan was presented with the 
Cevasco-Manwell-Quinn
Advocacy Award, named in 
honor and memo1y of elder 
advocates Bea Cevasco, Frank 
Manwell and Joseph Quinn for 
advocacy and service to elders. 
This fomteenth annual presenta-

,. - h • .. , 
- ◄ ...,lilPII _.__.,;;,;:"'-""•r •-

(L to R) Elaine Barkin of Leverett, long time elder advocate and former 
FCHCC board member, Judi Fonsch, FCHCC board member, Denise 

Coyne, Greenfield Savings Bank at FCHCC Annual Meeting. 

Wendell Sub Drive and Thanksgiving Raffle 
For Wendell residents, this is 

an especially good week to sub
scribe to the Montague 
Reporter, thanks again to the 
generosity of some anonymous 
Wendell readers. As in past 
years, these supporters have put 
up funds to purchase great raffle 
prizes, and every new Wendell 
subscriber added by November 
17th will get their name entered 
to win. 

First prize is a $50 gift cer
tificate at the Diemand Egg 

Farm. And there will be FIVE! 
second prize winners, each of 
whom will receive $20 gift cer
tificates at the Deja Brew Cafe 
&Pub. 

Subscribers get news from 
the Wendell selectboard, 
Wendell town meetings, local 
profiles and community fea
tures, news from the Wendell 
Free Library, field notes from 
the Wendell energy committee, 
listings at the Deja Brew and the 
Full Moon Coffeehouse, poetiy 

SHINE Program Offers Help 
for Medicare Open Enrollment 

Medicare Prescription Dmg 
Plans (Pait D) and Medicare 
Advantage Plans change every 
year. Many plans will no longer 
be available in 2011. 

All people with Medicare 
should: 

• Review the 2011 costs and 
coverage of their CUITent plans. 

• Compare with other plans 
• Choose a plan that meets 

their needs and budget 
The Medicare annual open 

enrollment period runs 
November 15th through 
December 31st for coverage 
beginning Januruy 1st, 2011. 

There are significant differ
ences between plans. Sta1ting in 
2011, different Pait D plans in 
our area will have monthly pre
miums from as low as $14.80 up 
to as high as $120.10. However, 
monthly premiums ai·e not the 
only things to consider. Plans 
have different deductibles, co
pays, covered dmgs and restric
tions. Plan infonnation and cost 
estimates can be found by enter-

ing a diug list into the Medicai·e 
Plan Finder on 
www.medicare.gov. 

The Franklin County Home 
Care Corporation's SHINE pro
gram can help you. For help 
tmderstanding your options and 
finding the lowest cost Pait D 
plan for you, call SHINE 
(Serving Health Information 
Needs of Elders). Trained coun
selors provide free assistance in 
your community, at the Turners 
Falls office or in some cases in 
your home. Contact SHINE at 
info@fchcc.org or call (413) 
773-5555 or (978) 544-2259. 

You may also contact your 
local senior center to schedule a 
free appointment with a SHINE 
counselor. Senior center conta.ct 
information an be found at 
www.fchcc.org/resourceslinks/co 
tmcilsonaging htm or by calling 
SHINE. 

When you see a SHINE coun
selor bring all your insurance 
info1mation and a list of your 
prescription diugs with dosages. 

readings and even the occasion
al Wendell police log! 

All that, plus the satisfaction 
of knowing you are helping to 
keep the Voice of the Villages 
growing and serving your town. 

Use the subscription blank on 
Page 4 to subscribe, and your 
name will be entered to win the 
raffle. We must receive your 
subscription postmarked by 
November 17th in order for your 
name to be entered in the di·aw
ing. 

Catalog Pick-up, 
Ice Cream Social 
Caps Shop Local 

Fund Drive 
NEW SALEM - The catalog 
pick-up and marketplace ice 
cream social for the Swift River 
School "Shop Locally" 
ftmdraiser will take place next 
Thursday, November 18th, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. at the 
Swift River School, located at 
201 Wendell Road, New Salem . 

Anyone who ordered from 
the catalog and who didn't 
order through a student needs to 
pick up orders on this night, or 
else call to arrange delivery or 
pick-up of your items for anoth
er time. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
event, which features fre.e ice 
cream donated by Wendell 
Cotmtry Store and New Salem 
General Store. 

This is a great opporttmity to 
shop and support the school, 
even if you didn't place an 
order through the catalogue! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

:• LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVERTED TO DVD, 

VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Good Dirt F otter9 
Studio ~ 
Open (SH.sdios 

Dec. 1 I th, 12th, I 8th & 19th 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+t}-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte"9.com 

-' . . 
WHOLE . . I' • .. 

ROOFI~G • . . II ~ 
CALL Loc.u CONTllACTOR 

, 3~ YEARS EXl'EllJ,ENCE 
.DON OGDEN REPAIRS; R~·R.OOFING; SLATE' WORK; 

• GlITTER.S & DOWNSPOUTS 1 

1'••Lmaoship guaranteed,. ;e,ere~. 
.<I.Ii a6owt ••r S..J. -~ Special! 

413-367-9352 • lionoak@ginail.c_om 

,,;.J:..; .,.;.:, Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Stri:e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
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Today's Choices, 
Tomorrow's Solutions 

News this week from a mun
ber of energy fronts has us con
sidering the future of power 
production in our region, our 
nation, and the planet as a 
whole. There is no more press
ing issue for govemment at 
eve1y level to be grappling with, 
yet it is clear Washington, in the 
year of the Gulf Oil Spill and 
the Upper Big Branch mine dis
aster, has lost the will to do so. 

Locally, the Ve1mont Yankee 
nuclear power plant, tottering 
toward retirement as its 40-year 
operating license runs down to 
2012, sprang a leak Sunday in a 
two foot wide pipe that circu
lates radioactive steam under 
extreme heat and pressure. The 
plant had to shut down for 
repairs. On the same day, Indian 
Point Unit 2, located 24 miles 
north of New York City, experi
enced a transfo1mer explosion 
and fire, taking that reactor off 
line. 

As Entergy, the corporate 
owner of both reactors, contin
ues to pressure legislators and 
regulators to extend the operat
ing licenses of their aging nukes 
for 20 more years, these acci
dents point to the extreme vul
nerability of populations living 
downwind, including ours. 
Each reactor contains an inven
to1y of lethal radionuclides suf
ficient to render large swathes 
of the No1theast pe1manently 
uninhabitable in the event of a 
loss of coolant incident. There 
is no safe way to handle, trans
port, or pe1manently isolate the 
wastes produced by nuclear 
power plants. For these and 
many other reasons, including 
the casual release of daily, car
cinogenic, doses of ionizing 
radiation as part of eve1y 
nuclear plant's standard operat
ing procedure, all nuclear power 
plants should be immediately 
and pe1manently shut down and 
decommissioned. 

Here in Franklin County, the 
Concemed Citizens group, that 
has worked to halt construction 
of a planned 47 megawatt bio
mass power plant in the 
Greenfield industrial park, pre
sented oral arguments in 
Franklin Superior Court on 
Monday, seeking summa1y 

judgment to void the special 
permit granted to Pioneer 
Renewable Energy to build the 
plant. The group argued that 
since Greenfield voters over
turned, by an 84% margin, per
mission granted by the town 
council for PRE to use the 
town's wastewater stream to 
cool the plant, the special per
mit based on wastewater cool
ing was no longer valid. 

We hope the judge agrees. 
The PRE plant would make 47 
megawatts of electric power, 
but it would do so by wasting 
75% of the heat produced by 
burning biomass - trees and 
tops of trees left over from com
mercial logging operations. 
That is an inexcusably profli
gate use of a precious natural 
resource, and would contribute 
too heavily to the growing 
threat from CO2 pollution to the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

Meanwhile, last week's 
national elections spelled the 
end of efforts to create any sem
blance of a national energy pol
icy to counteract the proven and 
cumulative effects of our 
reliance on fossil fuels. The 
concomitant release of CO2, 
which is swiftly piling up in the 
Earth's oceans and atmosphere, 
is altering delicate ecosystems 
worldwide, and condemning 
our children to a world of rising 
temperature and climate chaos. 
This makes effo1ts undertaken 
on the state, local, and individ
ual level to conserve energy use 
more urgent than ever. 

We must all rally to the task, 
and suppo1t visionaiy effo1ts by 
towns like Wendell, which last 
month took a pioneering 
approach to fostering local food 
production by appropriating 
ftmds to hire a town food coor
dinator. Transpo1ting food from 
industrial fa1ms across oceans 
and continents is a vastly waste
ful use of fossil fuels. 

At the same time, consider 
suppo1ting the forward thinking 
efforts of Wendellites like 
Jonathan and Susan von 
Ranson, who are expending a 
great deal of energy (their own) 
to tly to convince a reluctant 
town board of health to interpret 

see SOLAR pg 5 
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LETTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Congratulations on Your Victory 
On November 2nd, Peter 

Shum/in, the Democratic candi
date for Vennont governor who 
as state senate president drove 
the debate on denying the 
'Vennont Yankee nuclear power 
plant a 20 year e."Ctension on its 
operating license, defeated 
Republican Brian Dubie by a lit
tle more than 3,000 votes. Be/011; 
an open letter to Shumlin from 
Deb Katz, the president of the 
Citizens Action Network. 

Dear Governor-elect Shumlin, 

Please attend a benefit to sup
po1t the rebuilding of the historic 
Box Cai· Restaurant, on Stmday, 
November 14th, 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
at the Wheelerville Club on 
Brookside Road in Orange. 

The Box Car is a critical gath-

I want to take a moment to 
congratulate you on your victo1y. 
I am proud to say that I am one of 
the 35,000 people who suppo1ted 
you because of your strong com
mitment to close the Vermont 
Yankee m1cleai· power plant in 
March of2012 as scheduled. 

The news the day after the 
election by VY that their aged, 
leaking plant is now up for a fire 
sale was designed to put you on 
notice that a no-holds-baiTed bat
tle is coming your way from VY, 
the utilities and those who sup-

Box Car Benefit 
ering place for local families, area 
ti·avelers, and for me since I stait
ed my campaign. 

I invite eve1yone to come and 
enjoy being pait of rebuilding a 
special business in our district. 
Let's continue being present with 

port the continued operation of 
this old plant. We know these vot
ers suppo1ted your opponent and 
ai·e in the minority. 

We are delighted you now 
have your hand on the mdder for 
the state ofVermont, and we look 
fo1wai·d to suppo1ting you eve1y 
inch of the way. We will stand by 
you dm'ing what is sure to be a 
fierce battle. We know we can 
cmmt on you to follow through 
on your promise to close it down 
in 2012. - Deb Katz 

Rowe,MA 

our neighbors and making a posi
tive difference when possible. 

There will be food, music, raf
fles and ftm for all ages. All ai·e 
welcome! - Denise Andrews 

State Representative Elect 
Orange 

Privatizing Education Hurts Children 
In response to your editorial 

"Hold On ... It's 1994 All Over 
Again," I agree with everything 
you said except the idea that 
Secreta1y of Education Ame 
Duncan "proceeds to enact the 
smartest, results oriented, 'labo
ratory of the states' education 
refo1ms of the modern era." 

You say, and I agree, that 
Obama is no socialist. The move 
to privatize our public schools, of 
which both President Obama and 
Secretaiy Dtmcan ai·e champions, 
is an exti·emely conservative 
agenda .. Yes, it's tiue, as you say, 

that state and local governments 
are no longer making decisions 
about our public schools. Who is 
making those decisions now? 
Lai-ge multi-national corporations 
and a handful of billionaires. 

The philosophy of Race to the 
Top is that competition and the 
forces of free-mai·ket capitalism 
will improve education. Schools 
should be nm like businesses, 
according to Dtmcan. They 
should market themselves to par
ents who will then shop for the 
school they like best. Schools 
will be forced to compete for stu
dents, and federal money, and this 
will improve the quality of educa
tion kids get. This smmds like 
something a libe1tai1an like Rand 
Paul would suggest. 

Privatizing education is hmt
ing all students in public schools, 
but especially poor and mino11ty 
children. Segregation in schools 
is on the increase. Poor and 

«l)re :ffirmtalllt 1\@IIDM 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

reporter@montaguema.net 

We Welcome Your Letters! 

mino11ty children are getting a 
completely different education 
from that of middle-class chil
dren. Even middle-class children 
have to spend more and more 
time taking and preparing for 
standardized tests, while we 
spend billions of tax-dollai·s pay
ing for the tests. All ofthis public 
money goes to private corpora
tions who are making a killing on 
Dtmcan's brand of capitalist 
"school-reform." 

Duncan recently lost a race 
discrimination lawsuit in 
Chicago, where he was 'CEO' of 
schools before becoming the fed
eral Secretary of Education. The 
U.S. District Comt agreed his fir
ing of mostly black and female 
teachers was discriminatory. 

Obama's education policy is 
another ai·ea where he has com
promised with an exti·emely con
se1vative agenda. Remember this 
is a continuation and strengthen
ing of Geo1-ge W. Bush's No 
Child Left Behind. Race to the 
Top is good for corporations and 
haimful to children and teachers. 

- Eloise Michael 
Turners Falls 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERITT SELECTBOARD 
Weed Removal Going Forward on Leverett Pond 
BY DAVID DETM0LD -
Shoreline Weed Control, of 
Winchendon, MA, will be 
dredging the aggressive rnilfoil 
from the channel leading to the 
fire hydrant on Leverett Pond in 
the corning weeks. The Friends 
of Leverett Pond will pursue a 
separate campaign to remove 
rnilfoil from the center of the 
pond. 

Selectboard chair Richard 
Brazeau said the contractor had 
come down on his price to meet 
the town's approved budget for 
the dredging - $9,500 - to clear 
the fire hydrant channel. The 
highway depa1tment will assist 
the weed removal by tmcking 
the rnilfoil to the transfer station 
for composting. 

The selectboard considers 
this to be a sho1t te1m solution to 
the needs for fire protection in 
the central village, as the weeds, 
once removed, will grow back 
to once again choke off the 

water supply for the single 
hydrant in the center of town. 
The board will pursue a longer 
range strategy of seeking 
$75,000 in community preserva
tion act funding to install an 
tmderground water storage tank 
and hydrants near the playing 
fields at the elementary school. 

Fire chief John Moruzzi 
reported that a $375,000 federal 
grant request to purchase a new 
fire trnck, to replace Leverett's 
1988 KME pumper had been 
denied for the second time. The 
open cab truck has experienced 
pump problems recently. And 
sometimes the lights go off dur
ing calls at night. 

Momzzi said the depa1tment 
is sho1t about five recruits, at 
present. A pa1ticular need is to 
find yotmger residents willing to 
se1ve on the call fire depart
ment. 

The board appointed Richie 
Roberts to the capital planning 

SOLAR from page 4 busily polluting, would do well 
state regulations regarding home to weigh in with the Wendell 
use of water, heat, and lighting in board of health before they issue 
a way that honors both the need their ruling on the von Ranson's 
to prese1ve publichealth and the petition in another month. State 
need to protect planetary health. legislators, your voices are need
The couple hopes to lead the way ed here as well. 
towards legalizing simple living, In general, solutions need to 
allowing conscientious citizens be fotmd to meet om· energy 
anywhere in the Commonwealth needs in ways that work with the 
to lower their carbon footprint by ea1th's natural systems, rather 
living without electricity. The than against them. At least for 
Wendell board Anyone who now, other nations will have to 
cares about the future of our race, lead the way to a solar powered 
and our ability to lighten our future, with a gentler mix of 
toxic impact on a planet we are energy sources - tidal power, 

committee, and accepted a grant 
from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Cotmcil for the Leverett cultural 
cotmcil, in the amount of 
$3,870. 

The board signed a letter of 
suppo1t for the historical com
mission to apply for a planning 
grant to hire a professional con
sultant to complete smvey work 
for three village areas in town -
North Leverett, Moores Comer, 
and East Leverett - pursue list
ing Leverett's other village cen
ters in the National Register. 
Leverett Center received his
toric designation status in 2008. 

The letter stated, "We hope 
that in conjunction with a 
matching grant from the town's 
community preservation act 
funds, the historical commission 
will be able to meet their goal to 
have all four villages listed 
tmder the National Register." 

What, no historic 
Dudleyville? 

methane from cow manure, run 
of the stream hydro, wind, geot
he1mal, and other means we have 
yet to discover of keeping our 
homes waim, and food delivered 
to our tables, without destroying 
the environment we all depend 
on for our lives. Until then, sup
port your local energy commit
tee, cany a canvas bag to your 
local market, ride a bicycle 
whenever you can, hang your 
clothes up to dry, and try in every 
way you can think of to 
lead a simpler life Iii 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM TH~ MONTAGUE POLICE lOG ~:.
11

~:neral distur-

Break In at Discovery Center bance on G Street. Advised 

Street. Investigated. 
Tuesday, 11/9 

for probable cause 
arrest for an outside agency. 
2: I 5 p.m. Larceny on 
Greenfield Road in 
Montague. Report taken. 
Thunclay, U/4 
4:54 p.m. Arrest o-

, or !!1es! 

assault and battery. 
Friday, U/05 
I0:22 a.m. Arrest of 

Montague Bridge on Avenue 
A. 

crime, and intimidating a 
witness, on Coolidge Avenue. 
I:35 p.m. Hit and nm acci
dent at railroad bridge at 
Cheapside in Greenfield. 
Services rendered. 

2:07 p.m. Motor vehicle dis
turbance at Montague Town 
Hall parking lot on Avenue 
A. Investigated. 
3:46 p.m. Larceny on 
Fourth Street. Investigated. 

civil action. 

Sunday. 11/7 
I:40 a.m. 

Cumberland 
Montague 
Investigated. 

Fight at 
Farms on 

City Road. 

8:51 p.m. Larceny on Court 
Square. Advised of options. 
Monday, 11/8 

8:08 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering at shed of Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 2 
Avenue A. Investigated. 
II:45 a.m. Suspicious other 
near the II th Street Bridge 
along the bike path. Referred 
to an officer. 
I :08 p.m. Natural gas odor 
in the area of Cumberland 

12:23 a.m. Suspicious auto Farms. Referred to other 
by Franklin County agency. 
Technical School on 3:27 p.m. Suspicious person 
Industrial Boulevard. on Millers Falls Road. 

Services rendered. Investigated. 
5:03 p.m. illegal dumping 3:36 p.m. Domestic distur
on Pine Street. Referred to bance on Central Street. 
an officer. 
9:25 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Poplar 

Peace restored. 
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Costs Mounting for 
Strat ore 

The Strathmore Mill 

BY DAVID DETM0LD 
Taken from phone interviews 

and selectboard meeting notes -

TURNERS FALLS - The town 
of Montague is spending more 
money to secure and winterize 
the Strathmore Mill. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio told the select
boai·d on Monday that a contract 
not to exceed $16,000 has been 
signed with Renaissance 
Builders to repair sto1m damage 
on the roof of Building # 1. That 
work should get tmder way this 
week. 

That money will come from 
the town's unsafe building 
accotmt, Abbondanzio said. 
Town accountant Cai·olyn Olsen 
said there is $44,000 in that 
ftmd's balance. 

Additionally, the town may 
decide to spend up to $80 per 

Eat In or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUESADILLAS 

Now serving 
People's Pint Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

1 O Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

window to secure up to 100 win
dows with broken glass of failed 
sash and frames with UV resist
ant composite fabric. Town 
building inspector David Jensen 
said, "The more cold-air blowing 
through the winter the worse." 

Security improvements, "get
ting all the doors ban-ed and 
proper locks in place," in 
Jensen's words, including a 
locked gate across the access 
road to Strathmore that various 
town depaitments will be able to 
open, ai·e also high on the town's 
punch list for the 244,482-
square-foot mill complex. The 
town came into possession of the 
mill, built in 1871, in Febmaiy, 
after former owner John Anctil 
failed to maintain security (or 
pay taxes) for the mill. 

Other items that may cost the 
town money at the mill in the 

see COSTS pg 1 

. . 

We ate now taking 
otdets fut 

Thanksgiving fot 
pick-up We&nes4ay, 

Novembet 24th 

*** Ot&eting deadline is 
Saturday, 

November 20th 

*** 69 2n& Street 
863-4455 

................................. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MontagueWebWorbcotn 

l)tuld I manage I create I 413.522.4808 

LICENSED, INSURED 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 

240GREENFIELO ROAO • MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE & FAX: 413·367·9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY.COM 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 
Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 
Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

NEW LOCAL OWNERSHIP 

FAMILY VACUUM 
34 Chapman Street ,fh0 lllmerciar Rug 

ampoo Re I 
Greenfield 413-774-2046 nta 

Mon - Fri, 9:30 - 5:30 I Saturday, 8:30 - 3:00 

v4QQ J\Jlakeg g_ vUodeQg 
Most Repairs Done within 48 Hours 

New & Used Vacuums for Sale 

Rori srca·ril • • -- - .. • 
Sales Representative 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

C;:J 
CHEVROLET 

Equinox Traverse Vans 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 
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NOTES FROM ERVING SElECTBOARD 
Drive-Through Business 

Zoning Discussed 

NOTES FROM MAHAR REGIONAl SCHOOl COMMITTEE 
Orange Seeks Assessment Relief 

BY KATIE NOLAN - On 
Monday, Orange town 
administrator Richard 
Kwiatkowski and finance 
committee chair Jane 
Pierce asked the Mahar 
Regional School commit
tee to return $75,000 from 
the regional school's 
excess and deficiency 
account to the town. The 
unusual request comes as 
Orange st:mggles to close a 
large budget gap. 

district's general fund. This 
fund functions essentially 
as the school district's sav
ings accotmt. CUITently, 
Mahar has approximately 
$580,000 in the excess and 
deficiency accotmt. This 
amount is slightly above 
the state mandated maxi
mum of 5% of the school 
budget, so a total of $2,400 
was already due to be 
returned to the member 
towns on their FY' 11 
assessments. 

petition. 
Orange's deficit is a 

result of closing out the 
tmst ftmd associated with 
its fo1mer self-insured 
health insurance for town 
employees. The town is 
changing to traditional pre
mium-based health instu·
ance for town employees, 
but is still responsible for 
claims that are "in the 
pipeline" - incwTed before 
the change to traditional 
insurance, but not yet paid. 

BY KATIE NOLAN - At 
its October 28th meeting, 
the Erving selectboard 
revisited last year's contro
versial special town meet
ing decision on gas stations 
and drive-through busi
nesses. 

Eiving town counsel 
Donna McNicol provided 
the selectboard with an 
opinion that Eric Semb, 
owner of the French King 
Bowling Center, may not 
resubmit failed zoning 
Articles 3 and 4 from the 
October 5th, 2009 special 
town meeting until at least 
October 6th, 2011. 

McNicol wrote that, 
because the articles were 
not recommended by the 
planning board, a two-year 
waiting period is required 
by state law. 

Special town meeting 
Alticle 3 would have 
allowed a gas station with
in the town's groundwater 
protection district; Alticle 
4 would have allowed 
drive-through businesses in 
certain districts. Neither 
article received the 
required two thirds affir
mative vote. Therefore, 
Semb's plans to constmct a 
drive-through quick stop 
and gas station opposite the 
French King Bowling 
Center, on the former site 
of the Countree Living 
Restaurant, did not go for
ward. 

Selectboard chair 
Andrew Goodwin said 
Article 4 as it appeared at 
the annual town meeting on 
May 5th, 2010 was signifi
cantly amended, and it was 
the amended motion that 

was voted down. 
"I don't think Eric 

Semb 's a1ticle was ever 
voted on," Goodwin said, 
concluding that the two
year waiting period should 
not apply to the drive
through a1ticle. 

Alticle 4 as it appeared 
on the annual town meeting 
wan·ant would have creat
ed a neighborhood com
mercial district where 
drive-through businesses 
would be allowed. The 
amended aiticle eliminated 
the neighborhood commer
cial district and allowed 
drive-through businesses in 
the central business district. 

The selectboard asked 
town administrator Tom 
Shaip to get fwther claim
cation from McNicol about 
restrictions that may apply 
to re-submitting the Alticle 
4 to town meeting. 
Montague and Erving 
Talk Shared Cost 

Sha1p told the select
board that Eiving and 
Montague have been work
ing and sharing data "engi
neer to engineer" about the 
capital costs of recently 
completed sewer plant 
improvements in Eiving. 

According to a 1973 
agreement, Montague 
should shai·e the costs of 
upgrades at the facility pro
po1tionally to the amount 
of flow it contributes to the 
plant. Noting the agree
ment says that the towns 
should meet annually, the 
selectboard decided to send 
a letter to the Montague 
selectboard, inviting their 
members to a meeting 
December 9th at 7 p.m 

The town of Eiving did 
not notify Montague of its 
plans to implement a $5.2 
million upgrade to the plant 
in Eivingside, a project the 
town of Eiving completed 
and paid for on its own. 
Recently, the 1973 agree
ment came to light, and 
since then, Eiving has been 
trying to interest Montague 
in sitting down to talk 
about the problem of 
shai·ed costs for the treat
ment plant. 

Montague's town 
administrator, Frank 
Abbondanzio, said earlier 
the town of Montague 
would have sought grant 
funding to pay for any 
shai·ed costs on the treat
ment plant, if Eiving had 
notified Montague in 
advance. That option was 
mled out by Erving's fail
ure to give Montague 
advance notification before 
it tmde1took the $5.2 mil
lion project. 
Senior Center 

Goodwin asked Sha!]), 
the selectboai·d's liaison to 
the senior center building 
committee, to tell them "to 
save eve1y penny they 
can ... we're not looking to 
entertain lots of extra 
chai·ges." 

The selectboard com
mented tmfavorably on one 
proposed extra - a sepai·ate 
bathroom for kitchen 
workers requested by 
board of health agent, 
David Zai·ozinski. 

At their November 9th 
meeting, the senior center 
building committee elected 

see ERVING pg 11 

Should the school com
mittee agree, funds totaling 
$24,000 would return to 
the other member towns -
New Salelll, Petersham and 
Wendell - proportional to 
their shai·e of the budget. 

State regulations require 
that at the end of each fiscal 
yeai·, the excess and defi
ciency account receives 
any sUiplus or deficit in the 

Kwiatkowski said 
Orange is facing a deficit of 
approximately $416,000, 
and is filing a home mle 
petition with the state legis
lature for deficit hon-ow
ing. A reduction in the 
Mahar assessment would 
help Orange balance its 
budget, a requirement for 
obtaining the home rule 

Committee members 
discussed the request at 
length, and decided to vote 
on it at their December 7th 
meeting. 

The town of Orange has 
seven representatives on 
the Mahar school commit
tee; Petersham has two, 
New Salem and Wendell 
each have one. 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 
Montague Expands Scope of Energy 

Performance Contract 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Montague is expanding the 
scope of its energy per
formance contract with 
Siemens Building 
Technologies. Originally 
focused on the replacement 
of the boiler and the instal
lation of an energy man
agement system at the town 
hall, the town will now 
look at energy saving 
upgrades to the Cainegie 
Library, the DPW garage, 
the wastewater treatment 
plant, and, if the school 
committee agrees, 
Sheffield and Hillcrest 
Schools. 

Town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio told 

the selectboai·d on Monday 
night, "I'm pleased we're 
moving in the right direc
tion. We're no longer look
ing at a two phase project." 

Montague energy com
mittee chair Chris Mason 
said, "We're finally going 
to get an actual investment 
grade audit, with price esti
mates and hard energy 
analyses." 

Mason credited the 
town's project manager 
Beth Greenblatt for forcing 
Siemens to squeeze more 
cost savings from the town 
hall project in pa1ticular, in 
order to justify expanding 
the scope of the pe1fo1m
ance contract to include the 

other town buildings. 
The energy perform

ance contract is designed to 
allow small towns to band 
together to have Siemens 
upgrade a number of build
ings at one time, and pay 
for the costs of those 
upgrades through guaran
teed energy savings over a 
ten or twenty yeai· time 
frame. 

Montague town meeting 
may need to approve addi
tional financing for the 
expanding scope of work, 
Abbondanzio said. At pres
ent the town is working 
with a ceiling of $750,000 
in authorized hon-owing 
see MONTAGUE pg 12 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 
Expected Loss of State Aid May Complicate FY'12 Budget 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - An anticipated decline in 
state aid may cost the town of 
Gill up to $50,000 on next year's 
'cheny sheet,' a loss that select
board member Ann Banash said 
would be "devastating" to the 
town. 

The board discussed the 
potential loss of state aid in the 
context of preparing guidelines 
for town departments, in advance 
of next year's budget delibera
tions. 

Although budget makers on 
Beacon Hill dodged a bullet last 
week when voters decisively 
rejected a statewide ballot initia
tive to reduce the state sales tax 
from 6.25% to 3% -which would 
have deprived the state of about 
2.5 billion in revenue - still, with 
the loss of one time federal stim
ulus ftmds, and not much 
prospect of any more help from 
Washington, Massachusetts is 
facing an estimated $2 billion 
deficit heading into the next fiscal 
year. 

''They're talking about a 20% 
reduction in state aid," said 
Banash, "even though tax rev
enues are higher than anticipat
ed." If the town of Gill loses 20% 
of the approximately $245,000 in 

state aid that came its way from 
the state last year, that would tear 
$49,000 from its balance sheet. 

''There would defmitely be a 
large reduction in town se1vices 
if that comes to pass,'' said 
Banash. 

Nonetheless, the selectboard 
gave approval to administrative 
coordinator Ray Purington to 
look into options for handling 
dog control complaints, and fire 
chief Gene Beaubien's request to 
work up a cost estimate for reno
vating an unused storage space 
above the radio room at the fire 
station for "situational training." 

Purington said there have been 
a few incidents lately when dogs 
have been wandering loose, or 
have been fotmd to be tmli
censed, in violation of the town's 
dog control bylaw and the state 
dog licensing law. The town's 
bylaw stipulates that dogs be 
''tmder the control of their 
owner," when off their own prop
e1ty. 

Since Gill does not have an 
animal control officer at present, 
Purington said such complaints 
are now handled by the town 
clerk nying to contact the dogs' 
owners, or by the police tiying to 
rotmd the loose dogs up. 

Ptumgton said the topic of 
shared animal conn·ol se1vices is 
on the agenda of the next 
Franklin Cotmty selectboard 
association meeting, on 
November 18th. 

Beaubien came before the 
selectboard to seek approval to 
contact the county building 
inspector for an opinion about the 
stI11ctmal integi1ty of an upper 
storage room at the fire station, in 
advance of getting cost estimates 
and a plan together for renovating 
that space into a situational n·ain
ing room. The department hopes 
to use the space, which would 
require the installation of a partial 
floor, to train new firefighters to 
climb ladders, cleai· obstiuctions, 
and conduct rescue operations in 
a smoke filled room. 

Ptumgton said money from 
the aimual emergency manage
ment ftmd, which relies on a 
yearly donation of $7,500 from 
Vermont Yankee, would be put 
towai·d the cost of renovating the 
space, if the selectboai·d agrees to 
the final plan. 

In other news, the board 
approved taking out a sho1t te1m 
loan for $190,002 for the 12-acre 
Mariamante prope1ty at the 
Greenfield Coop Bank, at 1.12% 

Gill-Montague OKs Compromise Budget 
BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -

In advance of the special dis
tI1ct budget setting meeting, the 
Gill-Montague school committee 
Tuesday approved a budget com
promise to reduce town assess
ments by $235,000. The school 
committee agreed to take that 
additional amotmt out of the dis
tI-ict' s excess and deficiency 
(reserve) ftmd, to bring down the 
town of Montague's and Gill's 
contI1bution toward the overall 
level ftmded $16,408,162 distI1ct 
operating budget for FY '11. 

The compromise budget will 
be placed on the warrant for the 
special distI-ict meeting to be held 
on November 18th, at 6:30 p m. 
at the Turners Falls High School. 
The town of Montague will be 
asked at that meeting to con
tI1bute an exn·a $200,000 from 
reserves to bridge the gap 
between what Montague town 
officials have said the town can 
afford and what the distI1ct has 
said it needs to operate the 

schools this school year. 
All told, the school committee 

has now agreed to contI-ibute a 
total of $586,596 from the dis
tI-ict' s excess and deficiency 
(E&D) ftmds. The distI1ct had 
previously approved the use of 
$351,000 of E&D ftmds to 
reduce town assessments, and the 
committee appeared set to vote to 
approve the additional sum, but 
were stopped from voting by dis
tI-ict business manager Lynn 
Bassett, because the E&D ftmds 
have not yet been ce1tified by the 
state Depaitment of Revenue. 

Bassett said she expects the 
certification to be complete "any 
day," but the school committee 
cannot vote to expend additional 
ftmds from the E&D accotmt 
tmtil that happened. The school 
committee agreed that an amend
ment would be offered at the dis
tI1ct meeting, to include the addi
tional use of E&D ftmds. 

The school committee's 
motion will support a total 

assessment for the towns of 
$8,587,811 (less debt). This 
breaks down to $7,238,066 for 
Montague, a 3% increase from 
last yeai·, and $1,349,745 for Gill, 
a decrease of 1.6%. The reduc
tion to Gill reflects changes, in 
pa1t, in students emolled in dis
tI1ct schools from that town. 

The compromise budget for 
FY ' 11 adheres to the recently 
approved compact for fiscal sta
bility between the towns and the 
schools. Committee member 
Jenn Waldron of Gill said, "I'm 
hoping this will be a new begin
ning for us and the towns, with 
each ofus giving a little bit. I feel 
we're all working together." 

On Thursday, Gill finance 
committee chair Tupper Brown 
said a letter from the distI1ct's 
state legislators arrived, 
"Exn·emely supportive of the 
work done in the compact plan 
and ve1y optimistic of the ntllll

bers the plan contains regai·ding 
Chapter 70 foinding." 

interest, at the recommendation 
of treasurer Ronnie Lachance. 
The town has paid off about 
$50,000 in the p11ncipal of the 
011ginal purchase p11ce of the 
Ma11amante property. 

A meeting with Native 
Ame11can tI1bal representatives, 
the Indian County Conse1vancy, 
and Motmt Grace Land Tmst, 
about purchasing and pe1manent
ly prese1ving that land, which is 
suspected to contain Native bw1-
als, has still not been scheduled. 

The board approved 
Beaubien's request to spend up to 
$1,600 to purchase new tires for 
Engine #2, an amount based on a 
quote from Pete's Tire Bain. The 
fire chief will seek a second quote 
from Lodge Tire. 

The town spent $8,000 from 
the NMH ftmd to purchase an 
160 gallon tank with an integi·at
ed five gallon foam cell to retI·ofit 
a state swplus pick-up truck into 
Gill's new bmsh tiuck. That new 
tank airived on Satmday. 

Coincidentally, Pwmgton told 
the board, the aimual $10,000 
donation from Northfield Mount 
He1mon toward the town of 
Gill's police and fire se1vices 
airived on Monday, to replenish 
that account. 

Ptumgton said he plaimed to 
schedule a meeting soon with 
NMH CFO Rick Wood to "dis
cuss foture years," and the p11vate 
school's contI-ibution to Gill's 
emergency service depa1tments. 

:\IO~TAGUE SE\VER BILLS ~!AILED 

The first halfof the Fiscal '11 
sewer use bills were mailed on 
October 28th and ai·e due by 
Monday, November 29th, 2010. 

Town of Montague residents 
can pay sewer bills online. To 
pay a bill online, have your 
bill(s) and checkbook in hand 
and go to www.montague net, 
click on departments, 
treasurer/collector, online bill 
payments, then complete each 
screen to process your payment. 
We now accept credit cards for 
online payments only. Please 

refer to the fee schedule before 
completing your n·ansaction. It's 
convenient, fast and secure. 

To obtain a receipted bill, 
enclose a self-addressed stamped 
envelope and both copies of the 
bill with your payment. Any new 
owner not in receipt of a sewer 
bill should contact the tax collec
tors' office at 863-3200, ext. 
#202. The office is open 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
from 8:30 am. to 5:30 p.m. and 
on Wednesdays from 8:30 am 
to 6:30p.m. 

Gary's Coins and Antiques 

GoTCOINS? 
Wanted 

U.S. COINS 

PAPER MONEY 

OBSOLETE NOTES 

1964, 65, 66, 67, 69, KENNEDY HALVES 

GoLD AND STERLING $IL VER 

115 Avenue A I 413-834-.LU, 15 
Hours: Thu & Fri, 3:30 - 7 pm; Sat & Sun l l am - 5 pm 

Also Selling U.S. Coins and Paper Money 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monument.s ¥--1!1!£'fJVC 

~:7 p~ People often come lo see us 
becouse their parents 
ond their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
that kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 

The perfect remembrance· 

,.. w e engr'!ve c'~ 

I 
memories 

that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

FRED CHASE 

TRUCKS BUSES 

FIRE APPARATUS 
Antique Truck Repair & Restoration 

413-863-8634 • Route 2 • G i II 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

River View Muscle Therap9 

Muscle Therapy 
Swedish Massage 
Therapeutic Touch 

By Appointment 0 
Julie Lowensburg, 
Member, AMTA.---~-. 

2 5ndge5treet •Shel ume Falls•+! }-625-99}2 or6H-0220 
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Sixth Plays with Turners Falls 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - Add 
F, G, and D to B flat and what do 
you get? One ve1y mellow out
door sound garden. 

Powered by the sun, the 20 
Sun Boxes in Craig Colomsso's 
audio installation took their 
places on the lawn of the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center on 
Saturday. The clouds scudded 
off and the sun came out to play 
- well, literally in this case - a 
moody and resonant B flat sixth. 

The small sound boxes, built 
neatly out of birch ply by 
Colomsso, who lives in 
Hingham and moonlights as a 
carpenter when he isn't making 
sun powered sound scapes, each 
contained a sound board with 
one of those four notes prere
corded on an endless loop. As 
the clouds moved away and the 
sun shuck the photovoltaic panel 
on each box in tum, the notes 
played softly, then louder as the 
sunlight grew stronger. 

Sometimes the individual 
notes shone fo1th sn·ongly, some 
growing in magnitude, some 
fading away. Occasionally, the 
notes resolved into the entire 
chord, but rarely. More often, it 
was like some Moody Blues 
album, In Search of the Lost B 
Flat Sixth. 

"I wanted something uplift
ing," said Colorusso, a fo1mer 
rock musician, who used to live 
in No1thampton and play with a 
band called China Pig. "I settled 
on the B flat sixth. I wanted the 
whole thing to resolve, but not as 
quickly as a B flat. I wanted 
there to be just enough info1ma
tion for people to stop think 
about their lives." 

The music escaped the con
fines of the field and floated 
down the brick lined walks and 
blocks of the Avenue, lending an 
unusually mellow vibe to down
town. Boys skated by on skate
boards, bike riders pulled up to 

hear what was happening. Some 
people came by on purpose; oth
ers wandered by unaware and 
stopped to meander through the 
field, as if drawn by some giant 
musical magnet. 

A flock of starlings in the 
overhanging oak n·ee whistled in 
ha1mony as the wind rattled the 
d1y leaves in percussive counter
point. Then the birds took off en 
masse, withdrawing their music 
from Colomsso's ad hoc sym
phony. The river continued to 
add its own music, a susmrant, 
sibilant tone like a dryad blow
ing continuously over the top of 
a fluid Pan pipe, from the walls 
of the nearby canal. 

It all worked together, the 
sound of traffic, the sound of 
birds and wind and water, the 
sound of the sun playing with its 
boxed xylophone - quite won
derful. 

Sun Boxes return to Turners, 
courtesy of RiverCulture, for 

costly ingredients from across the 
globe, she decided she would 
have to sell her wares through a 
regulai· business to find commer
cial success. 

Adams has been active in the 
commmlity as a member of town 
meeting, and a girls softball 

~ coach. Now, with her stepson 
growing up, it seemed natural for 

.. 

• Adams to set out to make her 
own mark in Turners Falls. She 
and her husband, contractor 
Robe1t Adams, bought an old 

(L-R) Lucille and Penelope Pletcher enjoyed the Sun Box displqy on Saturdl!J. 

two more weekends - from 
November 12th - 14th, (sun per
mitting) in Peskeompskut Park 
(11 :00 a.m. - sundown) and 
November 19th - 21st same 

much glycerin, so commercial 
soaps habitually fail to moistmize 
the skin. 

Lisa's Handinade Soaps are 
more organic thai1 industrially 
produced bar soaps. They have a 
distinct, unique chai·acter that 
avoids synthetic chemicals in 
favor of natmal col011ng ai1d fra
grances. Adam's soaps clean 
your skin, and do not smother it 
with chemical additives. Her 
soaps smell natmally fresh, and 
leave your skin smelling the saine 
way. 

time at the beginning of the bike 
path, near Unity Park. This is an 
experience hard to describe but 
easy to experience. 

Go listen. 

Wonder Soap. She's got a wood
en Milford Soap Box on display. 

Her more modem wares are 
airnnged on wooden tables ai1d 
open cabinets. There are soy ai1d 
beeswax cai1dles and cai1dle kits 
(with soap-making kits soon to 
come). Candles and soap cai1 be 
purchased in matching scents or 
colo1-s. There ai·e handinade cards 
for all occasions, bath tea, pack
ets and sachets of herbs, creams 
and lotions, and of cow-se differ
ent-sized cakes of handinade 
soap. 

Lisa Adams holds a vintage photo of her store when it used to be a bar. 

apaitment house on 3rd Street, 
gutted the fii-st floor wlit, and 
have now completely remodeled 
it into a cozy storefront to create 
Lisa's Handcrafted Soap, a small 
workshop, musemn, and sales 
galle1y conveniently located half 
a block south from the Avenue. 

Her recipes are basic ai1d sim
ple. No tallow. She chooses 
higl1 quality oils such as 
patchouli (East India), lime 
(Mexico), cade and pomace olive 
oil (Spain), cocoa butter and shea 
butter (Ghana), and petitgrain 
(Paraguay), along with other 
essential oils, fragrai1ts, ai1d col
orants. 

Right now, her invento1y 
includes ten varieties, but new 
soaps appeai· almost weekly. 
Check out the Checkerboard 
Cake ( cake of soap that is) - you 
can purchase some by the slice. 
In honor of Adain's 1line-yeai· old 
daughter, an exn-a-gentle ''Baby 
Line" for yow1gste1-s will soon be 
added. 

BY JOHN FURBISH - Lisa's 
Handcrafted Soap, a new special
ty shop is now open for business 
at 100 3rd Street. As Lisa 
Zawinski Adams was growing 
up, her father always pointed out 
the cha1ms of their village, 
Turners Falls, and now this Lake 
Pleasant resident has come back 
downtown to set up shop. 

Adams graduated from 
Turners Falls High School, and 
got a degree in graphic design 
from San Diego State University. 
But her practical education in 
soap making began from circum
stance, when she fom1d that fac-

tory-produced soaps were bad for 
her skin. 

Remembering the lye soap 
made by her grandmother, raised 
on a N01thfield faim, Adams took 
a course in soap making on Cape 
Cod 13 years ago, that changed 
the direction of her life. With 
more reseai-cl1, and by n-ial and 
eITor, she mastered the craft of 
making additive-free soap that 
moistens the skin instead of diy
ing it out. 

For yeai-s, Adams ti-ied selling 
her product at craft fairs and 
farme1-s markets. But as she kept 
improving her soaps with more 

The fu-st ai-cl1eological n·aces 
of soap date from Babylon, 
where a soap-like material was 
fom1d in clay cylinde1-s dating to 
2800 BC. Native Americans 
may have discovered their own 
ve1-sion of soap by tossing unused 
ailimal paits with fire ash into 
river water, and voila a new, use
ful amalgam appeai·ed. 

The basic ingredients of soap 
ai·e fats or oils and lye. Modem 
day commercial soap makers too 
often shave production costs by 
using cheap tallow (beef fats) to 
consume the alkali, ai1d put in too 

Check out the display of 
Adams' storage jai-s in the store
front cabinet. You'll see proof of 
the natural 01-igin of mai1y of her 
ingredients in the bulk quai1tities 
of lavender (imported from 
Bulgaria), St. Johnswo1t, 
chainomile, comfrey leaf, ben
tonite clay, rosellips, anlica flow
ers, ai1d rolled oats. Ask her to 
explain how she combines these 
ingredients in her soaps. 

Adam's store has the old 

A framed photograph shows 
the same storefront space way 
back when it was utilized as a bar, 
probably in the days before 
Prollibition. A hutch on the west 
wall displays a half dozen shad
ow boxes relating to soap ai1d 
cleanliness from the "Amie 
Collection," ai1d folk rut of six 
"clapboai·d paintings" of local 
scenes by Adains' grandinother. 

The store is open 9:00 - 6:00 
on weekdays. 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 
timey feel of a country 
museum, with a lot of 

Americana on display. 
The walls ai·e adorned 
with metal signs from 
back in the day of bug
gies and early automo
biles, adve1tising 
Woodbmy Facial 
Soap, Twenty Mule 
Teain Borax, Renee's 
Magic Oil, and my 

At home ai1d at work, Lisa 
n-ies to conserve ai1d recycle. If 
you bring in eight half-gallon 
milk caitons (to use as molds), 
she will give you a free bar of 
soap. A lift for handicapped 
accessibility will soon be con
snucted at the front of Lisa's 
shop. A soon to be aimounced 
grand opening, with giveaways 
and sainples, a ''Melt-and-Pour" 
soap-making session for kids, 
expai1ded homs, and more. Crnig Dah'ymple 

Sales Associate 

159AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS, MAss. 01376 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 863-2191 

FAX (413) 863-9658 

s 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri.10-6, Sat. 10-5 

Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

Accepting Orders for 
yresfi 'Ifui:nks9i'Vi11fJ 

Turiey tfiru 11/14 
and don't forget to 

visit our store! 
Now accept credit and debit cards 

Farmstand Hom·s: 
6 Days a Week 6 a m.-6 p m. 

Sunday 10 am. -4 pm. 

Call: 978-544-3806 

favo11te, Grandpa's 

12 WK MINIMUM• CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 
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Mclking Fire with Friction 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREAT FALLS - Saturday 
afternoon, while the sun made 
music on the field and the river 
whispered a melodious tune near
by, a foreman from All Set 
Concrete working on the massive 
bridge repair job paused on his 
rounds and stopped his pickup 
long enough to peer out the win
dow at a curious sight. There, by 
the access road to the canal, a 
small group of parents and chil
dren were struggling to make fire 
with bow drills and cattail fluff, 
under the expert guidance of a 
yom1g man wearing black nylon 
pants and just one shoe. 

Local business owners in 
Tmners woITied before bridge 
construction began that the traffic 
detoms would set the town's eco
nomic revival back. But nobody 
imagined we might be returning 
to the Stone Age. 

Still, just in case, Chris 
Poulin's workshop on fire mak
ing by friction at the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center drew 17 
apprentices to tty their hands at 
spinning a red cedar spindle in a 
notched hole in a cedar hearth 
board with a hand bow. Spin the 
spindle fast enough while press
ing down on top with a small 
bearing block, and the force com-

bines with friction to heat up the 
hearth board, and, if you get the 
hang of it, grind enough cedar 
fiber into powder in the notched 
groove to f01m a glowing ember. 

Transfer that glowing ember 
on a dty oak leaf to a small hand
held pile of cattail fluff, or the 
separated fibers ofred cedar bark, 
and then blow gently on the 
smoldering ember. If the wind 
doesn't blow too hard and the tin
der is dty enough, in a moment or 
two, as if by magic, tongues of 
flame bmst into bloom between 
yom cupped hands. From that 
point, waimth, food, and civiliza
tion are all possible. 

"This is part of yom natmal 
heritage," said Poulin, eainestly, 
as his audience gathered in a 
small circle ai·om1d him. "This is 
one of dozens of p1imitive fire 
making techniques - the bow ai1d 
dt-ill is the most common type 
you'll see. At some point in the 
past, one ofyom ai1cestors had to 
do this in order to smvive. It's 
yom 11gl1t to leain these skills ai1d 
become proficient in them." 

Poulin said he learned the skill 
of fire making by fI-iction from 
students of an elderly Apache 
grai1dfather who was associated 
with the Ve1mont Wilderness 
School. He said he spent years 

Mark Hildreth, (l-r) Louise Krieger and Kip Fonsh in the Country Players 
Love, Sex & the IRS 

stai-ing at a computer screen like 
other Morlocks of the modem 
age. "Then I said, 'What am I 
doing with my life?' and I went 
outside." 

Now, Poulin works as an 
intern in ai1other p1-imitive tl'ade, 
jomnalism, at the Hadley office 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Se1vice, and teaches "animal 
tracking, how to make things 
with natmal materials, what's 
good to eat in the woods ... " and 
how to make fire without match
es. 

After a bit, Poulin got down to 
business, and upended a black 
garbage bag full of separated 
cedai· fibers for tinder, and ten 
sets of bows and spindles, blocks 
and hea1th boai·ds, which he 
passed out to workshop paitici
pai1ts, and few stI-ay passersby. 
He set up shop on the concrete 
sidewalk, because the field was 
wet from recent rain. Sta1ting fire 
by friction is a difficult skill to 
master, ai1d it can be much more 
challenging in wet weather or 
winter snow. 

"I spent mai1y days walking 
ai·om1d in the woods picking up 
different wood and plants, hying 
to find what migl1t work best," 
for fire making. "You can make 
fire with mai1y combinations of 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Bob 
Delaney, in his first time out 
directing for the Countiy Players, 
pulled off a small maste1piece of 
pacing and slapstick comedy 
with this week's offe1-ing - Love, 
Sex and the IRS. Because this is a 
family newspaper, we caimot 
reveal some of the tawdrier 
details of the plot. 

Oh, what the heck, at the risk 
of spoiling everything, how like
ly do you think it is for two men 
filing jointly on their tax retmn 
from ai1 apaitment in New York 
to get away with it? This is, after 
all, New York City, not Boston. 

Well, throw in a little Mung 
Powder Stew, a bottle of scotch, 
ai1d ai1ything cai1 happen, and in 
Delai1ey's tigl1tly wom1d produc
tion of William van Zandt's Slllll

mer stock theater classic, it does. 
Prepare yomself for a fine 

night out, in the compai1y of 
some very fu1my actors ai1d 
acti·esses, and one very fine actor 

9 

PHOTOS 

Chris Poulin makes fire as our ancient ancestors once did, as Peter Conway 
(far left) and other workshop participants look on. 

wood." But Poulin finds red 
cedar works very well for the fire 
boai·d; birch bark (with a flanima
ble oil inside) works ve1y well 
added to the tinder of dty cattail 
fluff or fI-iable cedai· fibers. He 
uses pai-achute cord for sti-inging 
the short, straigl1t bow, tied fairly 
taut with a half hitch at two 
notched ends. He uses parachute 
cord for his shoelaces, for that 
matter, so he'll have some handy 
if need be, when he's out in the 
woods. He notches the fire board 
with a jackknife, but he's used 
chipped stone with success, and 

acting as an acti·ess. That would 
be Mai·k Hildt·eth, who b1-ings a 
devil-in-a-Salvation-Almy-dress 
dazzle to his role as Leslie, as 
convincing a leading lady imper
sonator as we've seen on the 
Shea stage since Michael Haley 
ti·od the boards as Lady Jane 
Wilde. The only ti·ouble is he 
inhabits the role so well, it's hard 
to see why the IRS would have 
any doubts about his gender. 
Hildt·eth maintains a smait, 
Matthew Broderick-like insou
ciance throughout, making for a 
pe1fonnai1ce a cut fai· above yom 
average odd couple fai·ce. 

Kip Fonsh plays Floyd 
Spinner, a rat ten-ier of a man, 
dete1mined to feITet out any 
hailky panky on the government 
fo1ms he's paid to audit. But 
loosen his leash and ply him with 
scotch ai1d he's a man like any 
other, just a bit smaimier. 

Ct-isten Rosinski plays Kate, 
the lass that causes Spinner's 
functionaiy eye to wai1der, while 

could manage without any mod
em implements if need be. 

"You can sti-ing the bow with 
corded natmal fiber," he added. 

He took off one shoe and knelt 
down to demonsti-ate the proper 
technique for making the ember. 
Poulin said he gets better pm
chase on the fire board when he's 
barefoot or sock foot. 

Then, with the spindle twisted 
once in the sti-ing, hold the bow 
h01-izontal to the grom1d with 
yom dominai1t hai1d, he told his 
audience, and tuck the crook of 

see FRICTION pg 13 

she adroitly plays Leslie's affec
tions off against her fiance's. It's 
a balai1cing act that might over
whelm a lesser actress, but she 
hai1dles complexities in romance 
like a chefhai1dles complications 
in a recipe, stin-ing it up with 
spice, ai1d ladling on the sauce. 

Her soon-to-be-husband Jon, 
(Cm-is Patten), is cool m1der pres
sme, and the pe1fect foil for the 
ai1tics of his roommate and for 
the motley crew of extI-as who 
swirl arom1d the fom main pro
tagonists - not least among these 
the sublimely gross Paul 
Rothenberg as the building's 
manager and resident chauvinist 
pig, Mr. Jaiisen. He's so gross 
he's beautiful. I wonder what he 
would look like in a wig? 

Three cheers for the Countiy 
Players for b1-inging this rollick
ing, fast paced comedy to the 
Shea, and for Delai1ey for dishing 
up such a delightful offe1-ing from 
such excellent main ingredients. 
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IMMIGRANTS from pg 1 

Jim Ayres speaks to symposium attendee Carroll Pettengill Thursday at 
Greenfield Community College, as Sandy Thomas (far right) looks on. 

statewide. 
Ayres said the immigrants 

who tum up at the Center for 
New Americans English immer
sion classes in Greenfield, 
No1thampton, and Amherst nm 
the gamut from college grads 
with specialized training to peo
ple who left their home cmmtries 

Gil/,J\il11ssnc/1usc11s 

Stop by Our Farmstand 
Brussel Sprouts, 

Cabbage, Butternut & 
Acorn Squash 

Tum South on River Road 
One Mile from Tavern 
119 River Road, Gill 

(508) 397 -4304 

with less than a second grade 
education - people who are not 
literate even in their native 
tongues. Eighty percent of recent 
immigrants in Western 
Massachusetts are "low income 
people," Ayres said, with a mix
ture of legal statuses, including 
refogees from political or reli
gious persecution, people with 
documents allowing them to be 
in this country, and people who 
are here without such docu
ments. 

In Greenfield, more than half 
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of recent immigrants are from 
Eastern Europe, Ayres said. 
Many of these are evangelical 
Christians fleeing a kind of "pas
sive persecution" from the domi
nant Russian and Romanian 
O1thodox churches in Moldova. 
Ayres said in Moldova, evangeli
cal Baptists are discriminated 
against in jobs and education. 
They now flock to the 
Moldovian Baptist Church on 
Federal Street in Greenfield, 
where more than 200 families 
worship. According to Center for 
New Americans volunteer Maiy 
Ellen Preston, Moldovans are 
well represented on the honor 
roll and soccer team at 
Greenfield High School and 
Middle School. 

Most other recent Franklin 
Cmmty immigrants ai·e coming 
here from Latin America and 
Asia, while very few come from 
Africa, the Middle East or else
where. 

In Hampshire County, Latin 
Americans make up the bulk of 
recent immigrants, and many of 
these come from El Salvador, 
Ecuador, the Dominican 
Republic and Brazil, seeking 
economic opportunity. 'They say 
you can't have a meal out in 
Hampshire County without 
someone from El Salvador or 
Ecuador helping to bring it to 
your table," Ayres said. 

In Turners Falls, a Latin 
American immigrant commtmity 
from Guatemala and southern 
Mexico is well established, Ayres 
said. The Pue1to Rican communi
ty came eai·lier, but Ayres places 
them in an ambiguous catego1y 
of immigrants. Since Pue1to Rico 
is a te1rito1y of the United States, 

BRIAKFAST' LUNCH & DINNER 
DAILY SPECIALS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

Soups & Prns 
sunoAY BREAHfAST 7 - c 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 

immigrants from that island did 
not actually come here from 
another country. 

Many of the restaurant work
ers at local Chinese restaurants 
come to Franklin and Hampshire 
County from a New York 
employment agency that takes a 
cut of their pay. These and many 
other groups of immigrants striv
ing for economic opportunity 
often work in kitchens or at the 
night shifts in hospitals or facto
ries, contributing to their sense of 
isolation. These "pioneer'' immi
grants are cut off from their fam
ilies at home and from their new 
communities, and wind up feel
ing "invisible." 

Risky Case spoke of the time 
when Greenfield had only two 
African American fainilies living 
in town. "People used to talk 
about being absorbed in the cul
ture," she recalled. "That's not 
tme anymore. The culture is not 
as simple as it used to be." 

Ayres' organization, which got 
its start about 20 yeai·s ago from a 
project initiated by the English as 
a Second Language program at 
Greenfield Community College 
in response to the influx of 
Tibetan refogees to Hampshire 
and Franklin County, works to 
cmmteract the isolation of immi
grants. "We help them learn 
English and understand the cul
ture and become involved in their 
new communities," Ayres said. 
"They typically ai·e not coming 
from English-speaking cultures." 

When he asked about the 
immigrant background of the 
Franklin County seniors sitting in 
the symposium, only one raised 
her hand to say she was born in a 
foreign cotmtiy - Canada. But 
when he asked how many of their 
ancestors were native to this con
tinent, none raised their hand 
either - there were no Native 
Americans in the crowd. More 
than half of the seniors in the 
room had ancestors who emigrat
ed from Western Europe; nearly 
an equal number had fainily roots 
in Eastem Europe - none came 
from other parts of the globe. 

Ayres said immigrant groups 
(including those represented by 
the seniors at the symposium) 
often display a "last one in, shut 
the door" attitude toward new 
arrivals, even if America's histo-
1y is one long patchwork of such 
n·ansplants. And we tend to view 
the past of our own immigrant 
groups in rosy temis. 
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Ayres paraphrased common 
themes: "We spoke English right 
when we landed. We made 
friends right away. We integrat
ed. Why don't these groups 
assimilate?" But the challenges 
of assimilation for newcomers 
ai·e as severe now as they were 
for the Polish, or the Irish or 
Italians when they a1rived on 
these shores. 

"The Irish came here to 
escape famine," pointed out one 
symposium attendee. 

"So did the French 
Canadians," said another, not to 
be outdone. 

"So did the Polish," called 
out a third. 

"OK, let's move on," said 
Ayres. 

Ayres said the American 
Dream of personal libe1ty, free
dom from persecution, and 
upward economic mobility is 
still very real, but for immigrants 
it is often a dream defeITed to the 
second generation. 

"We know doctors who liter
ally sweep the floor in the hospi
tal as they work to get re-docu
mented." Accredited health pro
fessionals often re-enter the 
workforce in America as nurses, 
Ayres said, because the wait 
would just be too long to get re
licensed in their original fields 
of specialization. 

The Center for New 
Americans works with PhDs and 
immigrants with elementa1y 
school education, all in the same 
class. There is no set cuITiculum 
for its English immersion class
es. "We ask our students, every 
single week, 'What do you want 
to leain? Who do you want to 
speak to?' Time pressure on new 
refogees is really strong," to be 
able to get and keep new jobs. 

Often the language classes 
begin by helping to interpret and 
emmciate usefol phrases. "Paper 
or plastic?" Ayres said, "We help 
them tmderstand what that 
means." 

Ayres, who said he has a cou
ple of New Americans of his 
own, with a 4-year-old and a 7-
month-old keeping him up at 
nights, showed a photo of 20 
new immigrants getting sworn in 
as naturalized citizens at an out
door ceremony in Northampton 
on July 4th. 

"We thought it was the perfect 
way to celebrate the Fomth of 
July," he said. u 
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LIVING from pg 1 

lations, which require hot nm
ning water, septic systems and 
electricity for fire alanns. 

Jonathan von Ranson asked 
the board to suppo1t their quest 
to live using less energy. "Let us 
know how to make it happen," 
he said. 

At this meeting, health agent 
Elizabeth Swedberg responded 
to the von Ransons by listing her 
concerns with their proposal. 
She provided the von Ransons, 
the board, and attendees with 
copies of sections of the CMR, 
the 1997 Massachusetts Board 
of Health Guidebook, and a 
composting toilet manual, with 
relevant text highlighted on each 
copy. 

Swedberg's concerns with the 
von Ranson proposal included: 

temperahll'e of 55 degrees 
Celsius for 3 days to control 
pathogenic organisms. 

A fact-checking search of 
Title 5 regulations, 310 CMR 
15.000 found no temperahll'e 
requirements for composting toi
lets. The 55 degrees for 3 days 
standard is fotmd in a fact sheet 
on the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection website, 
www.mass.gov/dep/water/waste 
water/septicsy htm#ia. 

Swedberg said local boards 
"are ve1y responsible to enforce 
the codes," and can be more 
stringent than the CMR, but ''we 
cannot act less than the state reg
ulations." She also said, "I do 
not feel comfo1table as a health 
agent to go tmder the minimum 
standards." 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

methods, which consume energy 
and damage health and safety in 
their manufacmring, transporta
tion, installation, maintenance, 
and dependency on energy 
delivered over fragile interna
tional supply lines." 

In their letter, the von 
Ransons list requirements (A) 
through (0) of 105 CMR 
410.750 and the methods they 
plan to use to meet those 
requirements. Jonathan von 
Ranson told the board their plan 
differs from the code, but does 
provide the necessities of 
potable water, hot water, light
ing, and safe disposal of human 
wastes. 

Swedberg suggested the von 
Ransons live simply in their cur
rent house by not using the elec
tricity in that house or by mini
Inizing electricity use there. 
"You could be a model for the 
average Joe," she said. 

the fom other attendees to speak, 
citing the state's open meeting 
law, and saying only those peo
ple specifically listed on the 
posted agenda are allowed to 
speak at a public meeting. 
Jonathan von Ranson disputed 
this inte1pretation, saying he had 
read the law and had not fotmd 
that resti'iction. 

"Better safe than sony," 
Ricketts told him. 

Jonathan von Ranson told the 
board, "We would like a defini
tive statement about where we 
stand." 

Ricketts told him, "We will 
discuss it and contact you by 
mail." 

After the von Ransons and 
other attendees left, the board 
decided to review the material 
provided and make a decision on 
the von Ransons' application at 
the November 23rd board I~■ 
of health meeting. r.. 
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LBGT 
Bereavement Group 
MONTAGUE CITY - A Lesbian Bisexual 
Gay and Transgender bereavement 
group will be held at Franklin County 
Home Care starting November 30th. 
This free six-week group offers a safe 
and welcoming environment for LGBT 
people to process loss and move forward 
with their lives. The holidays can be a dif
ficult time for people coping with the loss 
of a loved one, so this group, open to 
LGBT people of all ages, will run through
out the holiday season. 

If you know someone who has lost a 
partner, spouse, family member or friend, 
please share this information. The group 
will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. starting November 30th, 
and ending Tuesday January 18th, 2011, 
at Franklin County Home Care, 330 
Montague City Road. This facility is 
wheelchair accessible. To register: con
tact Beth Prullage, LICSW at 41~95-
2236. 

• Under 105 CMR 410.840, 
the board does not have the 
authority to give a variance for 
the non-electric residence pro
posal. 

Jonathan von Ranson said by 
taking carbon emissions into 
consideration, their proposal 
was more stringent than the 
CMR. 

"The sanitary code is lax 
about energy use. We're trying 
to reduce otll' energy use. There 
are more efficient ways to reach 
those goals" enumerated in the 
CMR. 

Jonathan von Ranson replied 
it would be "more elegant to 
make a break from electricity" in 
a house specifically designed to 
be non-electric. Susan von 
Ranson explained that their well 
is too far from the house to allow 
use of a hand pump. Jonathan 
von Ranson said retrofitting a 
non-electric hot water system in 
the cmTent home would be ve1y 
difficult. 

Local Food Committee Seeks Members 
• Their proposal does not 

explicitly comply with the 
requirements of 105 CMR 
410.750 (A) through (0), which 
enumerates conditions deemed 
to endanger or impair health or 
safety. 

• The Gap Motmtain com
posting toilet is rated for a tem
perature of 55 degrees Celsius 
for 6 hours and does not meet the 
standard of Title 5 that requires a 

ERVING from pg 6 
Jacquelyn Boyden chair, 
Margaret Sullivan vice-chair, and 
Sharp clerk. The cominittee set 
November 22nd as the date for 
the groundbreaking ceremony, 
and decided the extra kitchen 
bathroom was not necessaiy. 

In a related item, the library 
trustees informed the selectboard 
they would like to walk through 
the current senior center on 
Pleasant Street on November 
16th and consider whether the 
building would be a good loca
tion for a new libraiy. 
FreeTmck 

Selectboai·d member Eugene 
Klepadlo said the free used truck 
the state had offered to the fire 
depaitment would not meet 2009 
National Fire Protection 
Association specifications and it 
would be costly to upgrade it. 

Selectboard member Jaime 
Hackett said, "I would like to see 
an iteinized list of what's in the 
fire station," before the fire 
depaitment gets any more new 

The letter the von Ransons 
presented to the board states, 
"The methods proposed are 
based on a broader conception of 
local and planetary public health 
and safety than the code-given 

equipment. 
Goodwin said, "I'd rather wait 

tmtil we see hard numbers for the 
retrofit and an invento1y list," 
before accepting the tmck. 

Shaip told the selectboard the 
town had an ove1whelining 
response (28 applicants) to the 
help wanted ad for an entiy level 
position at the wastewater ti·eat
ment plant. Five finalists will be 
selected for the selectboai·d to 
interview. 

Jeff Budine of Forest Sti·eet 
asked the selectboard to clai'ify 
his responsibility for his connec
tion to the town sewer. Although 
the homeowner is usually respon
sible for the connecting line from 
the house to the sewer main, it 
appears that Budine's connection 
line runs tmder Forest Sti·eet and 
Moore Sti·eet (Route 63). "The 
pipe nms tmder a state road 
which I have no conti·ol over," 
said Budine. 

He said it was possible that 
during recent road repairs con
ducted by the state, the connec-

Board of health chair Lonny 
Ricketts would not allow any of 

tion line was damaged by the 
heavy equipment moving over it, 
resulting in his backup. Budine 
said the depaitment of public 
works was very helpfol dm'ing 
the backup and with searching for 
the sewer connection. Pete 
Sanders of the water depaitment 
said they would be checking into 
the connection problem fi.u1her. 

Charlene Galenski, p1'incipal 
of Erving Elementa1y School, 
asked the selectboard to approve 
a plan to recycle paits from ten 
old broken laptop computers to 
make two or three working lap
tops. The board voted to declare 
the ten laptops as smplus so they 
could be recycled. 

The selectboard signed con
tracts with the Conway School of 
Design and CSD student Karen 
Dunn for her uncompensated 
work on a study of the fo1mer 
Usher Mill prope1ty, to evaluate 
whether a "park-like design" 
would be appropriate for the loca
tion. 
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WENDELL - There's a new 
official cominittee in town to 
promote local, sustainable, 
food production and exchange, 
and it has a few seats open for 
individuals with a passion 
about feeding om population -
ourselves - more locally. As 
we grapple with fossil fuel 
decline, transitioning from 
global agriculhu·e to local will 
be a critical pa1t of our fohll'e. 

The Wendell energy com
Inittee is fo1ming a subcominit
tee, with a budget of $5000, 
appropriated at the last special 
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Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

town meeting with the mandate 
to decide how to best use this 
money to reduce our depend
ency on food impo1ted from 
outside the region and build up 
the pattern of local food pro
duction and exchange. 

You could be pa1t of this 
grotmdbreaking and innovative 
work. 

For more info1mation con
tact: paulc01379@yahoo.com) 

Paul Costello, chair 
Wendell Local Food 

Committee 
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Not so fast, 
said Whittet. 
"We are build
ing 288 strands 
of fiber. We've 
already com
pleted the 1-91 
backbone" 
( f r o m 
Springfield to 
the Ve1mont 
border). Soon, 
Whittet said, 
MBI would 
complete the 
inventory of 

Jason Whittet (r) addresses the cr0111d at the Leverett broadband hearing 

35,000 utility 
poles needed to 
begin mnning 
fiber in three 

cussion and divide up Leverett 
and charge us through the nose?" 
asked Robe1t Hallock. 

'They're going to milk us for 
the last mile charges after the fed
eral government provided the 
investment for the work they 
wouldn't do," declared Dick 
Mathhorst. "I want Leverett to 
put together a coop and do it our
selves." 

"Do it!" Whittet urged, as the 
crowd applauded Mathhorst. 
Then Whittet continued in a more 
neutral tone, "Our network is 
open access. We can't say [to any 
provider] you can't use it. But we 
can make sure some big provider 
doesn't come in and do big cuts 
and leave the comers." 

More people came out to the 
broadband hearing than the 
selectboard had seen in a month 
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and about $305,000 in grants to 
pay down the total cost of the 
project. 

In other news, the selectboard 
• approved a plan to combine 

positions at the police dispatch 
center to create a dispatch manag
er - office administrator post, 
which will be paid $19.56 an 
hour. 

• approved a permit for public 
assembly for the Great Falls 
Skate Park committee to close the 
ramps at the temporary skate 
park, on 11th Street, on SatUl'day, 
November 13th, from 11 am. -
1 :00 p m. and then lead a proces
sion of skaters on public side
walks to Williams Way, next to 
Unity Park, the planned home of 
the permanent skate park. Once 
there, the skaters will view plans 

of Sundays. Residents spoke of 
being frustrated living within 
sight of homes across the border 
in Amherst with access to high 
speed intemet. Tales of the diffi
culty of dealing with dial-up 
access in a town with notoriously 
spotty telephone se1vice drew 
suppo1tive groans. Residents 
wanted a clear explanation from 
Whittet about why a preliminary 
map showed the MBI's middle 
mile fiber mnning only as far as 
the elementaiy school, skipping 
No1th Leverett entirely, along 
with most of Route 63. (He said 
he was urging engineers to revise 
that map to route fiber through 
North Leverett.) Several spoke in 
favor of immediately swveying 
all residents in town about the 
demand and pricing requirements 
for last mile hook-up. 

for the new park. 
• approved use of public prop

erty for the Montague parks and 
recreation commission to hold the 
annual January 1st 10-K Sawmill 
River road race. Parks and rec 
director Jon Dobosz said the race 
would begin at 10:00 am. and 
wind down around 11 :30, with 
registration and refreshments 
centered on the Montague 
Grange. But when the selectboard 
tried to specify which part of the 
public's prope1ty would be per
mitted for the race, Dobosz said, 
"It encompasses most of the vil
lage of Montague," which is quite 
tme. The race, now 20 years old, 
follows a course down Greenfield 
Road, to Meadow Road, to Old 
Sunderland Road, and back to the 
common. 

For more info1mation, lll!III 
call 413-863-3216. ill 

simultaneous 
loops to the tai·get communities 
in westem and central 
Massachusetts. But it's not quite 
time to sta1t with stuveys in indi
vidual towns to see what the 
demand for hook-ups will be. 

Whittet said Leverett had 
about 650 homes for a population 
of 1600 people, at an average 
density of 24 homes per mile. 
Until MBI brings the middle mile 
fiber at least to the center of town, 
the economics of hooking up 
those households would be 
daunting for commercial 

RINDONE from pg 1 
Greenfield, including the massive 
road relocation at the Erving 
Paper mill. 

The section of Route 2 from 
the border of Orange west to 
Motmtain Road will be dedicated 
to Rindone, including the Eiving 
Paper mill bypass, with its mas
sive stone retaining walls. 

According to several speakers, 
Rindone's personality was a key 
to his effectiveness. Brewer 
praised Rindone's dedication to 
quality, saying he was "always 
adding that cheny on top of the 
ice cream stmdae, always adding 
class." 

Paiewonsky commented on 
Rindone's ability to focus. "He 
did not let up on details, he would 
not accept vague commitments." 

Robe1t Andrews, vice-chair of 
the Orange selectboar·d and CUl'
rent Route 2 task force chair, said 
he respected the energy Rindone 
brought to his projects. 

Sharp said what he liked best 
about Rindone was "his smile -
he had the ability to make you 
feel good inside." Charles 
Ponusky, Rindone's Athol High 

providers. But once that ban'ier is 
removed, then what, if the inter
net remains an unregulated, open 
access medium. 

Whittet said MBI's approach 
would be to allow any provider 
that demonstrates the expe11ence 
and fiscal capacity necessary to 
have access to the middle mile 
fiber, to make the last mile con
nections to individual homes and 
businesses. Nowadays, broad
band fiber can cany telephone, 
cable and data, so the last mile 
provider will inhabit a key niche 
in the delivery of essential se1vic
es. 

"There are places where wire
less is the reality," added Whittet. 
"If you live off the gi'id, a mile 
from a paved road, bringing the 
last mile of fiber is going to be 
tremendously difficult." 

"Yes, but that's Wendell; this 
is Leverett," said selectboard 
member Peter d'En'ico, to gener
al amusement. 

Selectboard chair Rich 
Brazeau said, "Leverett should 
get into it," by fonning a munici
pal department to provide inter
net se1vice, and tax all residents 
for the service, so that monthly 
charges would be zero, thus 
tmdercutting the major cable 
providers. "We should get 11d of 

School classmate, also remai·ked 
that Rindone had "a great smile -
he could light up a room." 

At the time ofRindone's pass
ing, Sharp said, 'The man was a 
giant. He was one of the few indi
viduals I have known that with
out holding state office was nev
ertheless able to influence state 
decisions, and I mean that most 
respectfully." 

Among those attending the 
ceremony were Rindone's 
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Verizon entirely." 
Barzeau pointed to the tmani

mous vote of neighboring 
Shutesbwy on October 26th at a 
special town meeting, where vot
ers made Shutesbtuy the first 
town in Massachusetts to 
approve fonning a telecommuni
cations division to make last mile 
broadband access available to all 
residents. 

Shutesbwy acted on apropos
al from Wrred West, a recently 
incorporated municipal coopera
tive of 47 tmderserved towns 
fo1med with the purpose of pro
viding least cost universal access 
to high speed intemet se1vice for 
its member towns. To do this, 
lawyers working with Wired 
West have dete1mined the best 
approach would be to use 
enabling state legislation passed 
in the 1920s to allow towns to set 
up their own municipal electric 
disti'ibution companies, recently 
amended to allow towns to set up 
their own telecommtmications 
departments. Towns would need 
to take two positive town meeting 
votes to set up a telecommunica
tions department. Wired West 
representatives were at the 
Leverett hea1mg to encourage 
residents to take that step. ll!!!II 

111. 
widow, Sandra Rindone, repre
sentative Chris Donelan (D
Orange), representative Anne 
Gobi (D-Spencer), representative 
Stephen Kulik (D-Worthington), 
senator Stan Rosenberg (D
Amherst), and Natalie Blais, rep
resenting congressman John 
Olver (D-Amherst). 

Paiewonsky said signs reading 
"Dennis E. Rindone Roadway" 
will be installed on Route llll'I 
2 this week. d 

Senator Stephen Brewer (D-Bam), (l-r) Representative Chris Donelan (D
Orange), Sandra FJndone, Representative Stephen Kulik (D-Worthingon), 

Representative Anne Gobi (D-SpencerJ, Senator Stan Rosenbe,;g (D-Amherst). 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER: 

Cholesterol, Caffeine, and Medical Use of Marijuana 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Whatfoods 
are good for keeping your choles
terol down? 

Oatmeal contains soluble fiber 
that reduces your low-density 
lipoprotein (LDL), the bad cho
lesterol that can increase your 
risk of heart attacks and strokes. 
This type of fiber is also found in 
such foods as kidney beans, brus
sels sprouts, apples, pears, barley 
andpmnes. 

There are other foods that 
work against cholesterol. These 
include soy protein, walnuts and 
fatty fish. 

COSTS from page 5 
neai· future ru·e removal of debris 
inside the buildings, which 
Jensen categorized as a mix of 
"trash, paper rolls and pallets." 
Abbondanzio said one estimate 
of the amount of debris inside the 
main buildings still needing to be 
removed equaled "nine tluck
loads, at a cost of $1,500 each." 
Abbondanzio told the selectboard 
cleaning out the buildings is not a 
high p11011ty at the moment, but 
the building inspector said he 
would like to see the buildings 
cleaned out. 

Mike Brown, head of the 
Turners Falls Water Deprutment, 
has raised concerns about the 
state of the exposed water pipes 
at the mill. Many of them are 
quite old, and prone to fail. 
Jensen said the exposed pipes are 
heat taped and insulated, in most 
instances. He said the sp11Ilkler 
system is functioning, at least this 
week. Jensen said there was a 
recent break in an underground 
water pipe at the mill, which the 
water depaitment fixed. 

"We had a major sprinkler 
repaii' last winter that cost a cou
ple of thousand. The sp11Ilkler 
system is now in a state of repaii· 
that is actually better than it was 
when we first installed it," Jensen 
said. 

Following the May 26th, 2007 
arson fire that destroyed Building 

Soy protein is found in tofu, 
soy nuts, soy milk and soy burg
ers. 

Walnuts can significantly 
reduce cholesterol and may also 
help keep blood vessels more 
healthy and elastic. 

Omega-3 fatty acids in fish are 
noted for lowering triglycerides, 
another fo1m of fat in your blood. 
The highest levels of omega-3 
fatty acids are in mackerel, lake 
trout, hen1ng, sardines, albacore 
tuna and salmon. Other good 
sources of omega-3 fatty acids 
include flaxseed, walnuts, canola 
oil and soybean oil. 

Of course, if you're a geezer 
and you plan to make a change in 
your habits that could affect your 
health, it is recommended that 
you consult your doctor first. 

Q. What is the most popular drug 
in the USA? 

#11 at the mill, Montague town 
meeting approp11ated $300,000 
to repaii· the roofs on two adjoin
ing buildings, and to conve1t the 
sprinklers to a diy release system. 

Olsen said the town has now 
spent all but $1,079 of that 
$300,000. 

So, taxpayers may be asking, 
what is the plan? 

The town is readying a request 
for proposals for the Strathmore. 
But a recent RFP for the 
Montague Center School, issued 
in May and due in August, and 
tru·geted to 400 developers who 
might have interest in an empty 
b11ck building in relatively good 
condition in Montague with a 
specific mru·ket study attached 
got no bites at all. 

"The mru·ket is hoITendous," 
said Abbondanzio. 

"We're still at the bottom," 
agreed board chaii· Pat Allen. "It's 
a ten'ible time for any of this. I 
really have no idea at this point 
what we can do." 

Allen said it may be time for 
the town to consider a phased 
approach to redeveloping the 
Su·athmore, perhaps struting with 
the building that since the fire 
stands by itself, closest to the 
Southworth Mill. 

"The big thing," the town is 
preparing for the Strathmore 
Mill, at this stage, Abbondanzio 
said, is a planning exercise called 

Caffeine. About 90 percent of 
Americans consume caffeine 
daily. More than half of all 
American adults consume more 
than 300 milligrams of caffeine 
every day. 

Caffeine occurs naturally in 
many plants, including coffee 
beans, tea leaves and cocoa nuts. 
It is therefore found in a wide 
range of food products. Caffeine 
is added aitificially to many oth
ers, including a variety of bever
ages. The most common sources 
of caffeine for Americans are cof
fee, tea, colas, chocolate and 
some over-the-counter medica
tions. 

Here are some useful numbers 
to help you dete1mine how much 
caffeine you take in: 

A 6-ounce cup of coffee -
100mg 

A 6-ounce cup of tea- 70 mg 
A 12-ounce can of cola - 50 

a chru·ette, so1t of a community 
brainsto1m, which will be con
ducted on December 1st by mem
bers of the Urban Land Institute. 
That day, at no chru-ge to the 
town, representatives from this 
well respected planning institute 
will u·avel out from Boston to 
conduct a day long se11es of inter
views with community stake
holders to help the town refine 
the nearly completed RFP for 
Su·athmore. 

But Abbondanzio said he is 
well awai·e the cost of redevelop
ing the Strathmore may be nearly 
prohibitive, in any mru·ket. "The 
question is, will the potential use 
be attractive enough for someone 
to take that on." 

In 2005, before the fire left a 
motmtain of asbestos tainted 
debris in the middle of the mill 
complex, the towns hii'ed FXM 
Marketing to do a study of rede
velopment costs at the 
Su·athmore. Theil' repo1t came 
back: it would cost about $14 
million to b11ng the place up to 
code and make it ready for tenan
cy, about $12 million more than 
mru·ket rate rents could support at 
that time. 

Abbondanzio said the town is 
awru·e of the difficulty posed by 
those daunting costs, and has 
applied for a state Public Works 
Economic Grant for removing 
the contaminated debris left over 

mg 
An otmce of chocolate - 6 

mg 
One tablet of Extra Strength 

Excedrin - 65mg 
One tablet of Anacin - 32 mg 
One tablet of Maximum 

Strength NoDoz - 200 mg 
For most people, 200 to 300 

milligrams a day of caffeine 
ai·en't haimful. But, if you ai·e 
sensitive to caffeine, you may 
want to cut down or eliminate 
caffeine from your diet. 

Q. How long has marijuana been 
used medicinally? 

Marijuana refers to the paits of 
the Cannabis sativa plant, which 
has been used for medicinal pur
poses for more than 4,800 years. 
Doctors in ancient China, Greece 
and Persia used it as a pain reliev
er and for gastrointestinal disor
ders and insomnia. 

from the fire, and also to replace 
or renovate the condemned foot
bridge that would provide the 
main access to the pai·king chal
lenged mill from Canal Su·eet. 
The town hopes to heru· back by 
the end of the month on the 
PWEG application. 

"Our biggest problem with 
Strathmore [in applying for 
PWEG funding], we don't have a 
project in final design, and we 
needed something to make it 
more viable," said Abbondanzio. 
"On the other hand, without the 
pedestrian b11dge, the project is a 
non-struter." 

Abbondanzio said First Light 
Power has mherited a neru·ly 100-
yeru· old deed, which expii'es next 

FRICTION from pg 9 
your other hand (the inside of 
your wrist) tight against your bent 
knee, to bear down forcefully on 
the block and spindle. 

"You need stable architecture 
and a stable body. Slowly move 
the bow back and fo1th to get the 
feel of it. Then speed up." Within 
seconds, smoke rose from 
Poulin's fire board. 

From a safe distance, the All 
Set foreman watched incredu
lously, then di·ove off to continue 
fixing the b11dge. 

"By the time they were ten 
years old, indigenous people of 
this continent were able to make 

Cannabis as a medicine was 
common throughout most of the 
world in the 1800s. It was used as 
the primaiy pain reliever until the 
invention of aspii1n. The United 
States, in effect, made prescrip
tions for Cannabis illegal through 
the Mai'ijuana Tax Act of 1937. 

One of ma11juana's medical 
uses is for the treatment of nau
sea. It can improve mild to mod
erate nausea caused by cancer 
chemotherapy and help reduce 
nausea and weight loss in people 
withAIDS. 

Glaucoma increases pressure 
in the eyeball, which can lead to 
vision loss. Smoking mru'ijuana 
reduces pressure in the eyes. Your 
doctor can presc11be other med
ications to treat glaucoma, but 
these can lose theii' effectiveness 
over time. 
If you have a question, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

Ap1'il, agreeing to maintain the 
footbridge. That deed was 011gi
nally held between Keith Paper 
Company and Western 
Massachusetts Elecu·ic 
Company, or its corporate ances
tor. But "the utility has backed 
away," from hon011ng that com
mitment, said Abbondanzio, and 
has offered to tum the bridge over 
to the town. 

"The neighboring tenants, 
Southwo1th and Turners Falls 
Hydi·o have potable water, sewer 
and telephone lines," suspended 
from that footbridge, 
Abbondanzio pointed out. ''We 
have issues with the 
people there right now." II 
fire and survive on theii' own," 
said Poulin, as he laid aside his 
tools to help others in the crowd 
expe1'iment. 

"I'm going to buy a lighter," 
said B11an McCue, as his son 
looked on doubtfully. 

But after a while, more 
progress was made, and a number 
of the workshop paiticipants were 
able to make smoke. Some got as 
far as hying to b11ng the glowing 
ember to the tinder. 

Once they get the hang of it, 
smelting of ii'on, forging of steel, 
and major b11dge repaii's ai·e all 
just a matter of time. II 
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....... 
JEANNE WEINTRAUB-
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
adoring guests huddled in a circle 
as the bi.J.thday girl stumbled over 
to the pile of gifts. "Baby Betty 
- open this one!" called her 
grandmother. 

ZONING MAP 
AMENDMENT: 

WATER SUPPLY 
PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Notice is hereby given that 
the Montague Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, November 16th, 2010 
at 6:30 pm. in the downstairs 
meeting room at the Montague 
Town Hall, One Avenue A, 
Tumers Falls, MA, to discuss a 
zoning map amendment to the 
Water Supply Protection District 
(Section 9 of the Montague 
Zoning Bylaws). the proposed 
area to be included in the Water 
Supply Protection District 
encompasses the Zone II aquifer 
recharge area swrnunding the 
Hannegan Brook well. This 
sow-ce is the backup water sup
ply for the Twners Falls Water 
District. The boundaries of the 
district are approximately from 
the east side of Lake Pleasant to 
the west side of Route 63 and 
from mile marker 11 on Route 
63 north to the Millers River in 
Millers Falls. 

A map and text of the pro
posed changes are available for 
review at the Planning and 
Conservation Department, Town 
Hall, One Avenue A, Twners 
Falls, MA between the how-s of 
8:30 am. to 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday and 8:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

"We should stop calling her 
Baby Betty, now that she's tumed 
one," Nell reminded her mother. 

Betty ripped apart the wrap
ping and extracted a shiny bright 
orange and gold jumpsuit bearing 
the label "EcoSprouts." 

"Could I have a look at that?" 
Jane asked. It was, as she'd sus
pected, designed by none other 
than Beverly Baitlett. The label 
showed it was made in Honduras, 

UTILITY POLE HEARING 
A Public Hearing will be held 

at the Erving Town Hall at 7:00 
p.m. on Thw-sday, November 
18th, 2010 on the petition of 
National Grid and Verizon New 
England to locate a utility pole 
opposite 190 Mountain Road. 

Erving Board of Selectmen 
Andrew Goodwin, Chairman 
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application materials. 
Submit to: 
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the fabric was bamboo and silk, 
and the price on the tag, still 
faintly visible, read $79.95. 

"I got it at the EcoSprouts 
boutique downtown," Nell's 
mother said proudly. "The fabric 
is all organic, and the owner says 
it was hand-loomed." 

"That one is from Atmt 
Martha," Nell said, nudging 
Betty towai·ds a giant package 
wrapped in Princess wrapping 
paper. 

What emerged was an elabo
rate kitchen playset complete 
with plastic oven, stove, refriger
ator and grill, hanging utensils, 
and plastic pots and pans. To go 
with it, Betty's atmt had bought a 
jar brimming with plastic food -
everything from little com on the 
cobs to plastic hot dogs and 
mashed potatoes. 

Next, a collapsable baby 
stroller appeai·ed, followed by a 
pink plastic Disney Mini Mouse 
shopping cart, which Betty duti
ftilly pushed arotmd the room and 
filled with plastic food and toys. 

Nell breathed an inward sigh 
ofreliefwhen the guests bid their 
fai·ewells. Then Jane said "Your 

HELPWANTED 
TOWN OF ERVING 

MAINTENANCE 
WORKER 

The town of Erving seeks a 
Facility Maintenance worker. 
Full time, 40 how-s a week. 
Drivers license and minimum of 
one year of related experience 
required. Drng screening, driver 
background, and CORI checks 
will be perfonned. How-ly range 
of $14.20 to $15.18. 
Applications available at town 
hall, 12 East Main Street. 
Deadline 11-24-10 by noon. 
AA/EOE. 

mother needs to stop buying all 
this stuff for Betty - doesn't she 
have a clue about what she 
needs?" 

"She's only t:Iying to show her 
love,"Nell answered defensively. 

"Well, maybe she should just 
find another way," Jane huffed, 
assessing the peanut butter on the 
couch and cake cnunbs on the 
floor. Bi.J.thday gifts displaced 
most of the floor space in the liv
ing room. All these new additions 
were especially inconvenient, 
considering they'd just begun the 
GGF Stuff Challenge. 

"She doesn't need half of 
these things," Jane said, observ
ing that at the moment, Betty pre
feITed playing happily in the pile 
of shiny ribbons and discai·ded 
wrapping paper. "We have a 
whole basement foll of stuff she's 
only used for a month or two, and 
plenty that she's never played 
with at all. Plus, you know how I 
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feel about plastic," Jane 
obse1ved. 

Nell knew only too well. Ever 
since leaining about the reseai·ch 
linking BPA plastics with harm
fol health effects to children, Jane 
was on a campaign to rid the 
house of everything plastic. 

"I think it's time for a tag sale. 
At least we can pass along all the 
junk in the basement. It's fanny 
how all that stuff we couldn't live 
without six months ago - the 
baby Bjom, the swing, that 
mobile she loved when we 
changed her diapers - now I 
can't wait to get rid of it." Jane 
stated. 

By the end of their discussion, 
Nell and Jane had decided to 
organize a neighborhood tag sale. 
That way they could afford to 
rent the Mill River mai·ketplace 
downtown and draw a bigger 
crowd of potential buyers. 

- Continued ne."<t issue 

Montague Renaissance Fair Meeting 
You were thrilled by the Saturday, November 13th, at 

Soapbox Derby. You were 3:00 p.m. Eve1yone who enjoys 
amazed at the Pumpkin Fest. these kinds of festivals or has 
Now you can help plan the next ever been involved in creating 
incredible event - an annual one is enthusiastically invited to 
Renaissance Fair in Montague to attend. We are considering 
take place at the Millers Falls Saturday, Jtme 18th, 2011 for the 
Rod and Gtm Club in Tumers festival date. For more info: 
Falls (near Robe1to's Pizza on (413) 522-5366 or 
Turners Falls Road) this mikeybsr@comcast.net. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Break In on French King Highway 

Wednesday, U/3 
9:IS a.m. Several bags of 
trash dumped on River 
Road by a non-resident. 
9:IS p.m. Suspicious 
persons at Greenfield 
Auto. All set. Just pick
ing up their car. 
Thursday, U/4 
5:40 p.m. Assisted Gill 
police with an tmwanted 
person at French King 
Highway residence. 
Saturday, U/6 
I:00 p.m. Tipped over 

Port-a-potty at Box Car disturbance at French 
Restaurant. King Highway apart
I I :00 p.m. Report of ments, playing loud 
intoxicated disorderly music and profanity. 
female at French King Advised to quiet down. 
Highway. Refused servic- 3:45 p.m. Assisted 
es. Left with sober Department of 
friend. Children and Families 
Sunday, 11/7 with removal of child 
I:11 p.m. Report of from a North Street 
past breaking and enter- Residence. 
ing at a French King 9:33 p.m. Motor vehide 
Highway residence. vs. deer crash at Route 2 
Monday, U/8 and Old State Road. 
2:11 p.m. Report of a 
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Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

PG°TbR WATtRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f~\C:~\~1
~ 978-544-6534 \\'~~~ell 

~-raii.'\---~ ..... ~-~--~-~ 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

• EASTERN 

• Sp~;!;"~~-~!!~ I!~~" 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367·2212 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

Affordable Home Financing for VA & f HA Loans 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metlife.com 

All loonssuqectlo~ Cemi'l<m<flions ardleesappty.~fimncs,g pnM:led J>,, 
Mellfetbne Loans, a<Mial olMeffle Bank, NA Eq.Jal Hoosirg Lender.COO:S tETI.JFE. NC. @ 
PEAMJTS©Uriled Feawre Syrr:ficate, Inc. l.0900>294(~1",1 SlateslOC) UNDER BC1 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

Locally owned since 1941 
.ii. 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

.ADIATOR • ::. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illing 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
senior and junior dance compa
nies. 7:30 p.m. in the Rhodes Arts 
Center. Tickets: 
dancetickets@nmhschool.org. 

FRIDAY to SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 12th to 13th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: The 
Country Players present Love, Sex and 
the IRS. Fri and Sat. 8 p.m. Additional 
show: Sunday, Nov. 14th at 2 p.m. 

THURSDAY to SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 11th to 13th 
Northfield Mount Hermon, Gill The 
Merchant of Venice, Rhodes Arts 
Center. 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Roland Lapierre, alt country, at the 
Great Falls Coffeehouse, 7 p.m. Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lenny's 
Lounge. 7 to 9 p.m. Free. 

Bookmill, Montague: Murray and 
Fa/kenau, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group. Acoustic originals 9 to 11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Short Bus, Rock & Roll covers. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13th 
Montague Grange Montague Scandia 
Dance. 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Music: 
Stefhan Ohlstrom, Matt Fichtenbaum, 

Andrea Larson & Lydia levins. All levels 
welcome. www.montaguescandia.org 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bela's 
Barlak, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Ruby's Complaint. 

Bookmill, Montague The Toughcats, 
8p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls 
Zydeco Connection, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell 
Bombogenesis 9 to 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, NOV.14th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Slope Editions Reading 
Series featuring the worl< of 
Greenfield's Poet's Seat 
poet, Frederick Goddard 
Tuckerman. 5 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m. to mid
night. Free. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18th 
g Great Falls Discovery Center, 
i Turners Falls: Turkey Anyone? 
3 Learn about turl<eys from Joe 
~ Judd. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
g 
8 Leverett Town Hall: Echo Lake - "' 
~ Coffeehouse. Dana & Susan 

Robinson: original songs on land
scape & old time Appalachian mountain 
music. 7:30 p.m. 

Arms Library, Shelburne Falls: Open 
Prose & Poetry night with a tribute to the 
memory of poet Art Stein. Readings of 
his worl< followed by an open mic. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Dave Robinson & 
Tommy Filault. Blues/roots. 8 to 10 pm. 

MONDAY, NOV. 15th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Bingo, 8 p.m. Free. 

Bookmill, Montague 
Therese Soukat Chehade 
reads from her new novel, 
"Loom" 7 p.m. Free. 

Bring_}'our mqjo and a friend fQ the Wendell FuJJ Moon 
Coffee House fQ hear Mawwal an a.o1ntic/ electric 

ensemble performing original progressive music, beautiful 
trance-inducing world fusion and original am:mgemenf.s 

of traditional Middle Eastern music. 7:30 p.m. at 
Wendell} Old Town Hall (978) 544-5557. 

Bookmill, Montague: Gwynfyd and 
Tongue Oven. Welsh Psych-folk duo: 
Pamela Wyn Shannon & Eifion Wyn 
Williams. Traditional songs. 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16th 
The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: The 
Shea PYP Series presents Tony Vacca's 
Rhythm Griots. 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17h 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Quizmaster 
Chad's Quiznite Quiz. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Holiday Craft Fair. 
Shop locally & support art. 5 to 9 p.m. 

THURSDAYTOSATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 18th - 20th 
Northfield Mount Hennon, Gill: Velocity, 

Bookmill, Montague: Paper Castles and 
the Maryse Smith Band. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Tobacco 
Valley Rollers, honky tonk, 9:30 pm. 
Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie, 
Johnny Cash favorites. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: HannaH's 
Field. Gypsy Reggae. 8:00 p.m. 

Bookmill, Montague: Bionaut. 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Outdoor Skills Workshop Series. 
Cordage Making. Open to all ages. 1 to 
2:30 p.m. 41~63-3221. 

Northfield Coffee & Books: Slate Roof 
Press tribute to Art Stein's poetry. 
Readings and sharing of remem
brances. (413) 624-7119. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Francie 
Jones. Acoustic, folk. 8:00 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Zydeco 
Connection. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House: 
Wendell Old Town Hall: Mawwal. 
Dessert-0-Rama & open mic. 7:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Rockit 
Queer, dance party. 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21st 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Talon of the 
Blackwater, folk. 4 p.m. Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Pat and Tex LaMountain wl John White. 
Americana. 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: An Irish Session. 
Featuring Amanda Bernhard, Jonathan 
Hohl Kennedy & Friends. 8 to 10 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Power Town Music presents Chip Taylor 
and Carrie Rodriquez. 7 p.m. 

SATURDAYS in NOVEMBER 
Green Trees Gallery, Northfield: Focus 
on Fiber. Master weavers display and 
sell their worl<s. Weaving demonstra
tions 1 to 3 p.m. (413) 498-0283. 

We Deliver Now 
Thu - Sun Nights 

Sat. Nov. 13th 1·00 pm 

E.l'IJis Presley & Paul Anka - Johnny 
King singing all the 60s and 70s 

Great Specials Everyday 
Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays til 10:00 p.m. 

•• 

111 IIICI IIIH 
TUES-SAT Teen d!OJHn center-art, 
computers, music, and more 3 to 6 pm 
WED Experimental writing 6 to 8 pm 
TUES & SAT Green jobs 10 to 4 pm 
Other week!, programs: Yoga, Self 

Defense, Womens writinggro1p 
(413) 863-9576 

24 Third St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

15 

$ GREENAELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SroMinesbr 

Friday, Nov. 12th to Sunday, Nov. 14th 

1. MORNING GLORY PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 7:00 9:30 
2. MEGAI\UND 3D PG DTS 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4:00 7:00 9:00 
3. SAW 3D R DAILY 3:00 9:30 

3. RED PG13 DAILY 12:00 7:00 
4. SECRETARIAT PG 

DAILY 12:15 3:15 
4. SOCIAL NETWORK PG13 

DAILY 6:30 9:30 
5. DUE DATER 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:30 9:30 
6. UNSTOPPABLE PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:50 9:20 
7. SKYLINE PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:50 9:20 

Fine Wine 
Friday, 11/12 9 to 11 p.m. 
Rich11rd Ch= Group, Acoustic 

Saturday, 11/13 9 to 11 p.m. 
Bombogenesis 

Wednesday, 11/17 5 to 9 p.m. 
Holiday Craft Fair, shop locally 
1lmnday, 11/18 8 to 10 p.m. 

Da:ve Robinson & To1mny Filault, 
blues based roots music 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wen dell Cowrt,y Store 

www.DejoBrcwPuh.com 

THURS 1 1 / 1 1 8pm FREE 
Uncle Hall (bluegrass) 

FRI 11/12 7pm FREE 
LENNY'S LOUNGE! lcroonin1 

SAT11/13 9:30 SS 
Bela's Bartok !indescribable. 

awesome!) 

SUN 11/14 8M FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS 
TIEVOOJIET 413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Abo.ft Pace : 
Computer Solutions : 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair @" Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

DOLAN & DOtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Rl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 
Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 

Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

• C~ay/SlloM Smi~~Wlll'8 
• P@W®try 

• ~001Je Ari Dw@wo01Jg$ a01Jd 

IF@omilloirogs 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET • lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

:1, EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
<• Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREE.COM tf,. 
Wendell, JIIA , •,• ~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie1 ""· (t,~ 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

@%~ §lUdNl; 
ocean on Colmnbus 
Day weekend, c1ying 
up high both day and 
night. 

It's time, I think. 
The crops have been 

• harvested and the garlic 
cloves tucked into rich, 
moist soil. Despite the 
drop in temperature, 

• the soil can still be 
worked easily, so it's 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK not too late to plant 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - The early 
days of November have brought 
a killing frost at last. 

I've only kept records since 
1998, but since then, the date of 
the first frost has ranged from 
early to late October, and most 
recently into November. 

some spring flowering 
bulbs to signal the new season. 

Crocuses and daffodils are the 
easiest, least fussy and least 
attractive to underground crea
tures. For a small bit of labor, 
these bulbs will reward you with 
bloom and some with scent for 
years to come. Plant at a depth of 
the size of the bulb: two to three 
inches for crocus bulbs; six or so 
for daffodils. 

The geese are more reliable 
weather barometers, traveling 
southward often at the first full Daffodils grown for naturaliz
moon of October. There were ing can be planted anywhere 
huge flocks of them over the there is room for them to double 

or triple in size. My favorites are 
scattered through the woods at 
the edge of the yard where they 
come on before the trees leaf, 
producing a wonderful early 
spring bouquet. 

Over 30 plus years here, I've 
planted a couple hundred of sev
eral varieties. This led to a suc
cession of blooms that lasts sev
eral weeks in spring, unless we 
get an miseasonable burst of heat. 

I've taken down the pm-pie 
mum and have hm1g my bird 
feeder again. Of com-se, there is 
plenty of natmal food on offer, 
seeds and ben-ies, but in the 
damp, dark cold the chickadees 
are grateful, the titmice attend, 
and this morning a pair of cardi
nals appeared. 

Nonetheless, the seed level in 
the feeder seemed to drop dra
matically. On the weekend, I see 
why. Despite the red pepper 
flakes I've added to the seeds, 
one smrut and bold squil1'el has 
rurived again, jumping from the 

Art and Poetry in an Old 1·ool factory 
BY TAMI STILES 
ERVINGSIDE - Tucked away 
on River Street on the 
Ervingside of Millers Falls, 
the Renovators Supply compa
ny in the sprawling former 
home of the Millers Falls Tool 
factory hosted an open gallery 
of a1tist Paul Palmgren and 
poet Randy Welner on Sunday. 
The one day show "Tree Out 
Roots In" was the result of a 
three-month collaboration 
between the a1tists, iI1 canvas 
and words. 

With the use of ac1ylics and 
watercolor wash, Paul 
Palmgren's abstract works 

included "Reflections of the 
City," "Calculating Distance," 
"Through the Glass," and 
"Tower of Souls." Each piece 
was a balance of light and 
color, giviI1g room for the eye 
to scan the canvas and sink 
into the pieces with reflective 
ease. 

Mounted alongside each 
canvas were poems by Welner. 

"The poems are an exten
sion of the art," Welner said. 
"It's all one experience." 

With such pieces as "Wheel 
of Life," complementing the 
painting "Tower of Souls," 
one could sense the evolution 

of the art. "It's a taking in ru1d 
taking out. One moment I 
would take away a section of 
the piece, then I added it 
back," Palmgren said. 

Palmgren and Welner start
ed off as casual acquaitances, 
tightening their bond through 
adventures on their mountain 
bikes. On Sunday, in a former 
tool making facto1y, the two 
finally emerged to the public 
as artists blendiI1g their talents 
to create an experience where 
art and poetiy work together to 
engage the public in a dialogue 
on a1t. 

chimney to the feeder. He's 
become very savvy, straddling 
the bar that was intended to dump 
his weight and eating away 
greedily. 

There are many squiITels in 
the neighborhood, perhaps 
because of all the oak trees. 
F01tunately, only one squil1'el on 
my block has leru11ed this annoy
ing acrobatic trick. 

Fall is also an excellent time to 
plant or traiisplant many kinds of 
trees. Since the greatest risk to 
new trees and shmbs is lack of 
water, this season's frequent rain 
followed by snow takes care of 
the hydration problem. Dig a 
decent hole for root development 
and press the eruth down fnmly 
to protect the roots from over aer
atiI1g. 

I have a small nmse1y of 
Balsrun fii-s brought back from 
Manie as one or two inch 
seedlings. They are now six to 
eight niches tall and need to be 
sepru·ated and planted out. I will 
set them out a foot or two aprut in 
case of loss ru1d mark the spot 
with a gru·den stick. If they all 
survive, I cru1 transplru1t them 
again next fall, giving each tree 
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several feet of root room to call 
its own. 

These beautiful fas will even
tually define the prope1ty liI1e and 
provide home and seeds to mru1y 
small bfrds. If you end up with 
too many, you can always harvest 
yom ve1y own Christmas tree. 

Some local nm-series still have 
trees ru1d shmbs at bru·gain prices. 
Do not try to plru1t large trees or 
shmbs, as they will not do well. 
Choose small specimens, and 
after planting give some mulch in 
the fonn of leaves once the 
ground has frozen hard. Some 
trees do not do well with fall 
planting, prefen-ing to be struted 
in the sp11ng. Avoid magnolia, 
dogwood, red maple, bu-ch, cher-
1y ru1d plum trees for this reason. 

If you have cleaned out all of 
the dead plants ru1d weeds from 
yom gru·den space, it's tune to put 
it to bed. Take a moment to 
spread ru1y soil enricher you have 
hru1dy: manme, compost, or left
over potting soil. Let it all rest 
ru1d then in the sp11ng (which will 
come) rake the smface and plru1t 
the new seeds and seedlings for 
the coming season. 

Happy Gru·dening! 

(L- R) R.anc(y Welner with artist Paul Palmgren's Tower of Souls 
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Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Come FOR a dRink, sTay FOR a meal 

www. thegillta.vern.coxn 
326 Main Rd, Gill, MA 

Open Wed~Sun at5PM 

-a-413.863.9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thurs Ja2Z 

Glass 15, Bollle 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

Huge Selection of Passenger, 
Light Truck/SUV, Truck, Farm, 
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer, 
Lawn & Garden, ATV 

. 11· 
ires or Work. Tires for Play. 

www.petestire.com 
Northampton• 186 North King St. 413-586-8815 
Brattleboro • 220 Old Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628 
Orange • 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811 

H O P E & 0 L I V E 

SERViNG HOME GROWN 

FARM--iNspiREd Food & DRiNk 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

PHONE 413 774 3150 

No PoweRl No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

30% Federal Tax Credit 
Thru Dec. 30th 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield - 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

{jfll\ Your Local John Deere Dealer 

WJ for49Years 

JOHN DEERE 413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 




