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Erving will Build New 
$2.4 Million Senior Ctr. 

Cotifident of victory the Senior Center Building Committee stands by the plans 
for the new Senior Center as votes are counted Wednesdf!Y. (l-r) Collis Adams, 
chair, Matjorie Clark, Annmarie Gilbert, Carole yman, and Louise Galosh 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING - Third time is a 
chaim, they say. 

Twice last yeai·, town meeting 
turned down plans for a new 
$2.4 million, 6,600-square-foot 
senior center to be built on 
town-owned lai1d on Route 63, 
1101th of the elementa1y school. 
The proposal fell just four votes 
shy of a two thirds majority on 
May 6th, 2009 (57 - 35) and 
again on June 22nd, 2009 (64 -
38). 

But last night, the same pro
posal sailed to vict01y at annual 
town meeting, with the mai·gin 
of support for the new senior 

center swelling to 77%, as the 
new senior center was approved 
135 to 31. 

"The much needed center 
will contribute to the social, 
physical, and emotional well
being of our most dese1ving res
idents," said Joyce Bissell. 
"They ai·e Erving's finest. They 
built this town. They se1ved on 
all your committees. They 
fought in all your wars. They're 
helping to raise yom grandchil
dren. You should give them yom 
utmost respect." 

Speaking for the majority of 

see MEETING pg 14 

Three Vie for Selectboard 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - On Thmsday, 
April 29th, the three candidates in 
the running for a three yeai· teim 
on the Montague selectboard 
took seats at the selectboard table 
and faced the television cameras 
for an hour and a half debate, 
broadcast live on Montague 
Community Television. 

The candidates - Chris 
Boutwell (D), Margaret Pyfrom 
(D) and Rachel Roy (R) -
answered questions from the 
press and public for an hour and a 
half. (To watch remns of the 
debate on Channel 17, go to mon
taguetv. org for a schedule of 
broadcast times between now and 
the May 17th election.) 

Here is a summaiy of the can
didates' opening statements, and 
a few of the questions and 
answers from the debate. 

Margai·et Pyfrom, a member 
of the Montague Center volunteer 
fire depa1iment, said she moved 
to Turners Falls from Shelburne 
Falls, a town she recalled as 
"drab, listless and do1mant," until 
its downtown was rejuvenated by 
"progressive revitalization 
through the eff01ts of merchants 
and cooperative officials. 

"During the yeai'S I've lived 
here in Montague, in the village 
of Turne1'S Falls, I've obse1ved 
significant changes and improve
ments, such as the landscaping on 
Avenue A, the Shea Theatei·, the 
Discovery Centei·, and the bike 

~ ~ 

"I would like to take an 

active part in furthering the 

advantages to Montague in 

attracting new retailers, pro
duction companies, and 

industry - new contributors 
to the town's vitality, and of 

course, new taxpayers." 

- Margaret Pyfrom 

patl1, to name a few. I would like 
to take an active pait in finthe1ing 
the advantages to Montague in 
attracting new retailers, produc
tion companies, and industiy -
new contributors to tl1e town's 
vitality, and of com'Se, new tax
payers. The town of Montague 
and its five villages has great 
potential to increase existing 
livelihoods and community 
opp01tmlities. That is why I am 
here to11ight." 

Rachel Roy, of Tume1'S Falls, 
said, ''I'm asking you to elect me 
for your new town selectman. As 
Montague is stiuggling to pro
vide needed se1vices and make 
ends meet in today's ti·oubled 
economy, there are few decent 
jobs that pay enough to suppo1t 
our young families and our aging 
elders. This to me is a huge prior
ity - getting businesses and 
industiy into tllis town. 

"I'd like to help. I'm coming 
to you with 25 years of business 
management and owne1'Sllip, five 
years ofFEMApublic affairs and 
grant reviewing, ovei· ten years 
on public ai1d private school 
boai·ds, excellent budgeting, mai·
keting and computer skills, and a 
depth of experience gained from 
being a stay-at-home mother and 
grandmother. 

"It's time for all of us to step 
up and use some of our God
given abilities and help lead our 
town into the future," Roy added. 
"I'd like to do tllis with a renewed 
sense of hope and prosperity. I'm 
offering you my best eff01ts. I 
hope you will give me your 
vote." 

Chris Boutwell, chair of the 
boai·d of healtl1 and a Tm11ers 
Falls resident, said, "I have been 
in public se1vice for Montague 
for close to two decades, in mul
tiple depa1iments, and also at the 
comity level." Answe1ing a later 
question, Boutwell pointed out he 

see THREE VIE pg 10 

Klepadlo Wins for Select board; Dubay Ousted from Planning Board 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING - Witl1 a tick of 
the second hand, an era of 
political dominance ended 
in Erving Monday night, as 
the longtime chaiI'S of the 
selectboard and plamling 
board left office, one on his 
own volition, one at the 
will of the votei·s. 

As the long hand of the 
wall clock in town hall 
pointed due 11011h at 8:00 
p.m., town clerk (and 
newly elected tax collector) 
Richard Newton declared 
the balloting closed. The 
town election saw the 
retirement of nine-yeai· 
selectboai·d membei· Andy 
Tessier, whose long tenure 
on town and school com
mittees made llim the de 
facto voice of authority on 
the selectboai·d. 

The seat he vacated will 
now be filled by Eugene 
Klepadlo, an EiviI1gside 
resident who works as a 
manager at the HCP cos
metics packagiI1g plant in 

Hinsdale, NH, and who 
se1ves as a Boy Scout ti·oop 
leader in town. 

Klepadlo beat out two 
opponents to win the tlrree 
year seat, witl1 135 votes to 
JeffDubay's 90, and 53 for 
Ellie Clark. 

Dubay, who has been 
either tl1e chair or a mem
ber of the planning board 
for 25 years, was also 
denied another three-year 
te1m on that board. In a 
three-way race for two 
three-yeai· seats on plan
ning, Dubay came in tllird, 
with 100 votes, to Jacquie 
Boyden's 154 and Cai·ole 
Lyman's 190. 

Dubay led the defense 
of the town's aquifer pro
tection bylaw last year in a 
town meeting showdown 
over Eric and Ralph 
Semb's plan to build a gas 
station and conve11ience 
store on Route 2, witllin the 
aquifer protection zone. 
That plan fell short of the 
required two-thirds majori-

< HJ'IRMAIJ 
...... -

Anr!J Tessier stepped down after three terms on the selectboard 

ty needed to modify the 
bylaw, by a vote of 163 to 
117. 

In a tight race for tax 
collector, Newton bested 
incumbent Shirley Deane, 
141 to 136. Newton also 
captured the only other 
contested position on the 
ballot, beating Marisa 
Dalmaso-Rode 176 to 93 to 
remain a town constable 
for anotl1er three yeai'S. 

With just a fraction 
more tl1a11 25 percent (281) 
of the town's 1093 regis
tered voters turning out 
under sunny skies to cast 
ballots iii tl1e basement of 
town hall in Erving Centei·, 
poll watcher Joyce Newton 
described the voting as 
"steady all day long." 

Andreana Gai·cia cast 
the last ballot, at about 
seven minutes to eight, giv-

ing way to a tense wait for 
the candidates as the last 
few minutes ticked away. 

Upstairs, outgoing 
selectboard chair Andy 
Tessier was iii an upbeat 
mood as he opened bids for 
blacktop (the contI-act was 
awarded to Warner 
Brothers, who underbid 
Lane Constiuction $76,272 
to $83,151), and approved 
a couple of business licens
es, including one for his 
soon to be successor, 
Eugene Klepadlo, to oper
ate a snow removal and 
yard care busiI1ess in town. 

"I feel great," said 
Tessier. "It's a beautiful 
day." 

Tessier has said he 
decided not to 11111 again 
because of time consti-aints 
with his busy work sched
ule. 

"I've enjoyed it. It was
n't a burden. The board has 
worked well togetl1er. The 
town finances are in great 
shape. We've unproved the 

infrastiucture." 
Dming Tessier's tenure 

on the board, Erving has 
built a new police station, 
repaired and replaced roofs 
on town hall and the fire 
stations, and overhauled 
the treatinent plai1ts in 
EiviI1gside and Farley, 
among many other 
improvements. 

He had one partiI1g 
word of advice for llis suc
cessor. 

"Listen. Listen to what 
the votei·s tell you to do. 
You can hear a lot at town 
meeting." 

As Monday's select
board meeting drew to a 
celebrato1y close, the board 
approved a motion to 
remain in the Franklin 
Regional Emergency 
Planning Committee, a col
laboration of all 26 towns 
in the county, to meet the 
state requirements ai·om1d 
listing and making avail
able to the public a com-

see ERVING pg 13 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Big Foot 

Lucky 
My name is Lucky and I'm a 

two-year-old male domestic sho1t 
hair cat in need of a good home. 
I'm social; I like hanging out with 
humans. I'm a big, black, soft, 
handsome guy with eno1mous 
paws. You should see me play! 

I've lived with older kids and 
co-existed with a dog, and I seem 
to get on OK with female cats but 
not other male cats. I do some
times play a little rough, so you'll 
have to teach me how to have bet
ter manners, and learn how I 
communicate when I'm getting 
wotmd up. That should be just 
fine - the right person for me will 
know how to work with a boy of 
my talents and temperament. I'm 
worth it! For more information 
on adopting me, please contact 
the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email: 
info@dpvhs.org. 

Eel's Barber Shop 
Now Featuring 

Men's Crew 
Hair Care 
Products 

auo 

Gift Certificates 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KariAnn 

''54 Years on the Ave" 

EXCAVATING 
Thatching· Aerating 
and Slice Seeding 

Fencing -Patios -Walks • 
Walls Installed· Tree Work 
loam • Compost· Mulch 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

'Qt;be jftilontague 
3lleporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tiiis newspaper shall not be liable 
for effors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

effor occuffed. TI1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse advertis
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or grapliics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 

French Conversation & Carrie 
A French Conversation Group 

will hold meetings on the 2nd and 
4th Thursdays beginning May 
13th at 7:30 pm. at the Wendell 
Libraiy. This is a free event. 

Wendell resident Jim Dtmn 
conceived the idea of staiting a 
group where ai·ea residents could 
practice speaking French. The 
idea is to create an enjoyable, 
hour-long language immersion 
environment, in which all agree 
to communicate with each other 
solely in French. The goal is to 
help each other develop fluency. 

how the group will ftmction and 
getting acquainted with pa1tici
pants' interests. Individuals at all 
skill levels and ages are welcome 
and encouraged to participate as 
their schedule allows. 

For more info contact Jim 
Durm at marigold@valinet.com, 
or by phone at (978) 544-7896. 

May 6, 2010 

The first meeting, on May 
13th, will be devoted to planning 

The libraiy's Saturday night 
film in the monthly series of 
Science Fiction and Honor 
movies is the 1976 classic honor 
film Carrie, rated R. (98 min.). 
May 15th at 7:30 pm. Free 
admission, but seating is limited. ....._ . 

LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Sisters Celebration 

Explore the unique, compli
cated, humorous, heartbreaking 
world of sisters! Her readings 
from the acclaimed new book 
Sisters: An Anthology and meet 
Jan Freeman, coeditor of the 
book and fotmder of its publish
er, The Paiis Press in Ashfield. 

brate the book and the shared 
expe1ience of growing up with 
a sister. Women are encour
aged to b1ing their sisters to 
this event. 

At Saturdqy's Western Mass Chapter of the Antique Truck Club of 
America show in South Deerfield, Sam Browning showed off his unusual cab 
over tandem dump truck with sleeper. Cab over, meaning cab over the engine, is 
not unusual on dump trodes in other countries, but rare in the US. Even rarer 

This celebration of sisters 
takes place Wednesday, May 
19th, at 7 p.m. 

is a cab over sleeper dump truck. Mr. Browning, rumored to have descended 
from the designer of the Sam Browning belt, uses his unusual truck to haul sod, 

as well as firewood that he produces 1llith his wood processor, a machine that 
sm11s, splits and convrys ftre111ood into his dump truck. The sleeper could come in 
handy for out of t011111 hauling, or 111ere Mr. Br011111ing to be on the outs with his 

1llift. Other than that, it serves as a topic of conversation. 

Share your funniest sister 
memo1y! Bring in a photo of you 
with your sister (as children or 
adults). Refreshments will be 
served. 

Soon after Palis Press pub
lished this highly acclaimed 
book last December, women 
began holding events to cele-

For more info1mation con
tact the Leverett Libraiy, 75 
Montague Road, (413) 548-
9220. Directions at ·www.lev
erettlibrary.org. 

For more about sisters' cele
brations and a photo of the book: 
www.facebook.com/pages/Par
is-Press/78937308732. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 

Crabapple Blossom Festival Continues 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - The 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Jacob Barboza 

Grade 7 
Mackenzie Salls 
Andrew Renaud 

Grade 8 
Tyler Peters 

Park on Ave. A, across 
from Aubuchons. If the 
weather is tmpleasant, it 
will be held in the Libraiy. 
Very young children and 

Turners Falls Crabapple their fainilies are invited 
Blossom Festival contin- to join Rachel Robe1ts in a 
ues through May 15th. ftm hands-on science pro-
While most of the crabap- gram about frogs on 
pie tree flowers have Tuesday, May 11th at 1 O 
afready passed their peak, a m. at the libra1y. On 
downtown still has many Wednesday, May 12th, 
flowering plants to enjoy. Sto1y Hour at the libra1y 

Upcoining Carnegie P will feature planting pan-
Library events include a ==.;..;;;==:.:.:.=--------- ----- sies to take home. In the 
used book sale on Crabapple trees in Unity Park put on a gaut!J afternoon on May 12th, 
Saturday, May 8th from 10 display far the start of the annual Buds and Blossoms for 
to 2 p.m. Children of all Crabapple Blossom Festival on Mt!J 1st Homeschoolers with 
ages and their fainilies are will last an hour, and dancing is Rachel Roberts is for children of 
invited to hear the ftm band, strongly encouraged. If the all ages. For more info1mation, 
3Potato4, on Saturday, May 8th weather is pleasant, the conceit call the Carnegie Library at 
at 10:30 am. The lively concert will be held in Peskeompskut (413) 863-3214. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Mav 10th to 14th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through Friday 
at Noon. Meal rese1vations must 
be made a day in advance by 
11 :00 am. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Meal site manager 
is Becky Cobb. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta 
Potter. For info1mation or to 
make meal reservations, call 
(413) 863-9357. Call the senior 
center for info1mation on any 
programs. 

Sign up now for the Jtme 23rd 
trip to Pickety Place & 
Anheuser-Busch. 

Monday, May 10th 
9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 a.m. to noon Brown Bag 
No Senior Aerobics 
No Chair Exercise 
Noon: Pot Luck Lunch & 

Bingo 
No Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, May 11th 
9:00 am. Walking Group 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
1:00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, May 12th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11:15 am. Friends' Meeting 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, May 13th 
10:00 a.m. Coffee & 
Conversation 
No Tai Chi 
1:00 p.m. Pitch 
7:00 p.m. Transition Towns 
Fliday, May 14th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and rese1vations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 

Director, at ( 413) 423-3308. 
Ltmch is daily at 11:30 a.m., 
with rese1vations 24 hours in 
advance. Transpo1tation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. 
Monday, May 10th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, May 11th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, May 12th 
8:45 a.m Line Dancing 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, May 13th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
Ft·iday, May 14th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - Out-To-Eat. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming programs. Call the 
Center if you need a ride. 

L,\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

-Open for the season-

Great ~~ 61 

farmer~ 
Marka 

Wednesdays 
2 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine 

May thru October 
Avenue A & 2nd Street 

Annuals, Perennials 
Fresh Produce in Season 

Baked Goods • Fresh Eggs 
New Vendors Contact Don 

Sealeggsdc@yahoo.com 
Ad sponsored by 

the Franklin Community Cooperative 

Writers Wanted 
The Montague Reporter 

is seeking to hire 
committed reporters 

to cover local 
school committee and 
selectboard meetings. 

If you aren't committed yet, 
we can get you committed. 

For details call 
(413) 863-8666. 

BRFAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
Oflll Y SPECiflLS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

Soups & Prns 
sunoAV BREAHfAST 7 - c 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 
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local Briefs 

for Franklin County High 
School students who have 
made a positive contribution 
towards justice and peace in 
our community or the larger 
world are presently being 
accepted. This award is spon
sored by Interfaith Council of 
Franklin County and Traprock 
Center for Peace and Justice. 
Nominations must be sent by 
May 10th to sueobowman@ 
gmail.com. 

COMPILED BY 
DON CLEGG - The Four 
Winds independent middle 
school in Gill has focused on 
Earth Science this year, begin
ning with geology. Students 
have followed Gill through 545 
million years of geologic time 
to the present. 

As part of their science 
focus, the school received per
mission from the supervisor of 
the Greenway State Park to put 
up a temporary demonstration 
model of the solar system 
along the canalside bike path in 
Turners Falls. At a scale of 1 to 
l,000,000,000 (one millimeter 
= one thousand kilometers), the 
Earth, with a diameter of 
12,756 Km, is represented by a 
marble 13 mm wide. 

This great science project, 
which will stay up until late 
June, was completed at the 
same time the canalside trail 
was singled out by Yankee 
Magazine as the "best urban 
bike path" in New England. 

Volunteers are still needed 
for the Franklin Land Trust 
clean up of the former 
Beauchesne property at 97 
Main and South Street in 
Montague. The property will 
become a state conservation 
area open for public recreation 
including fishing and bird 
watching. 

Two more work days are 
scheduled, rain or shine, on 
May 14th, from 2 to 5 p.m., 
and on May 15th, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Volunteers should 
bring gloves, water to drink, 
and wear long pants and sturdy 

boots. Please keep young chil
dren at home as the site is not 
yet child friendly. Call ( 413) 
625-9152, or email apeteroy@ 
franklinlandtrust.org for more 
info about this or other land 
trust activities. 

Migration Celebration is 
the theme at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center from 11 :a.m. 
until 2 p.m. on Sahll'day, May 
15th. It's migration season, the 
perfect time for the whole fam
ily to learn about the birds we 
see in our skies and neighbor
hoods. Build a birdhouse 
(materials provided), play 
games, and make a craft item 
to take home with you. Food, 
drink and music will help make 
this a true celebration. This 
program will be offered in 
English and Spanish, a first for 
the GFDC. 

Peace Award nominations 

The much anticipated 'soft 
opening' of the Holy Smokes 
BBQ Delicatessen at 52 
Avenue A in Turners Falls took 
place last week, to the satisfac
tion of fans who have waited 
since June of 2007 (when Holy 
Smokes' former location in 
Hatfield was destroyed by 
arson fire) to be able once 
again to walk in Lou and Leslie 
Ekus 's door and purchase their 
regionally famous ribs, barbe
cue sauce, and all the fixin's. 
You can join the throng, 
Thursdays through Sundays, 
from 11 am. to 7 p.m. 

Send items for local briefs to 
reporter-I oca l@m on ta
guema.net 

Bruce's Run for Hospice a Huge Success 

The response to the benefit 
event for Hospice on Sunday, 
April 18th was enormously suc
cessful. This first annual 
Bruce's Run/Walk for Hospice 
raised over $6,000. The weath
er cleared just in time for the 
135 runners and walkers, many 
spectators, volunteers. The 

event is organized in memo1y 
of the late Dr Bruce 
VanBoeckel. 

Thank you to everyone who 
pa1ticipated. We look forward 
to next year because of the 
overwhelmingly wonderful 
response to this first year of the 
planned annual event. 

Singers Wanted! 
TURNERS FALLS - Valley 
Idol a karaoke singing contest 
with a grand prize of $1,000, 
will take place May 7th, 8th, 
15th and 22nd at the Shea 
Theater, 71 Avenue A, in 
Turners Falls. Auditions will be 
held Friday, May 7th, at 6 p m. 
for the first 100 applicants only. 
A $35 registration fee applies to 
all contestants. Contestants must 
be at least 18 years old to audi
tion. Singers will need to pre
pare a 90-second musical selec
tion for audition. First night cut 
will be to 25 singers. 

Valley Idol, Jr. with a grand 
prize of $300 for each of three 
ages categories, will take place 
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May 8th, 15th and 22nd at the 
Shea. Auditions will be 
Saturday, May 8th, 9:30 am. for 
the first 100 applicants only. A 
$20 registration fee applies to all 
contestants. Contestants must 
be at between 8 and 17 years old 
to audition. Singers will need to 
prepare a 90-second musical 
selection for audition. First cut 
will be to 25 singers. All entries 
will receive a prize. Winners 
will also perform at the Grand 
Finale of Valley Idol on May 
22nd. 

Go to www.theshea.org to 
download registration and view 
contest infonnation or leave a 
message at 863-2281. All pro
ceeds benefit Shea Theater. 

Smash Ignorance Sale! 
1 /2 off all Books! 

Federal Street Boo .... -
8 F edera I Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Thurs. May 6th 10-6PM 
Fri. May 7th 10-8PM 

Sat. May 8th 10-6PM fedbooks@yahoo.com 
federalstreetbooks.com 

Meet and Greet Event 
for State Representative Candidate 

Lee Chauvette 
French King Bowling Center 

55 French King Highway, Erving, MA 
Thursday May 13 5 to 8 p.m. 

Family Fun under one roof 
Light refreshments served 

Campaign contributions greatly appreciated 

Ad paid for by The Chauvette Committee 
Lee Chauvette, Chairman 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

BASICALLY BICYCLES ,_f#: 
.., 

New England's 
Recumbent 

Headquarters 

413-863-3556 
118 7'1,i,·d S1n·rr, 
1i11·11rrs I'~//;, M,-1 01376 

HP Velotec/111ik 
Ci11rikc • S11n • Rans 

Order online at 1111vw.BasicallyBicycles.com 

~aissance lil:nders 
~alitp, friftsmanship, ©rginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 I] 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MAO 1360 

Office: 413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498-0208 

BarbaraA.Edson-Greenwald HomePhone:413-863·9166 
ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRl, SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413·863-0218 
REALTOR' Email ~son1@comcast.net 

~ ~OCUH J4tNU-taJte 
THE (HIJRCH §JREEI HONE 

24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A retirement home for independent senior 

women of Franblin County since 1942. 

f-amily-style meals, beautiful surroundings, 
and tl,e security of a lrnstcss on duty at all ti mos. 

Visitors always welcome! 
(413) 773-7252 
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Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
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863-4373 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
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10~ Brian R. San Soucie 
~- Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
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• Dead Bolts 
28 Montague Strl.'et 

Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

-Pipion!f.!_ffSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Baseball & Softball Supplies 
• Fishing & Hunting Licences 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Anancial Partner 

BestLocalBank.com 
Reach All locations 772-0293 
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Last week, the weather 
seemed fluky. 

A foot of snow fell to our 
n01th on Tuesday. On Thursday, 
winds up to 50 miles an hour 
blew through the county. By 
Saturday summer suddenly 
a1rived, with temperatures in the 
mid-80s. 

Three days later, winds gust
ing up to 70 miles an hour 
knocked out power throughout 
Western Massachusetts. 

Typical New England weath
er? 

Or the harbinger of coming 
climate chaos? 

In the nm-up to Ea1th Day, 
weary travelers stranded for six 
days at airpo1ts armmd Europe 
and beyond cheered as the ash 
cloud from an tmpronounceable 
volcano in Iceland dispersed 
enough to allow them to fly 
home. That same day, April 20th, 
an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico 
blew out, killing 11 workers and 
initiating an ongoing disaster 
that continues to pour an estimat
ed 210,000 gallons of oil a day 
into the waters of the Gulf. 

These combined events 
should give us pause to think 
about our destmctive dependen
cy on carbon based fuels to zip 
about the planet, indulging in our 
collective gluttony for excessive 
conswnption of the latest goods 
and gimmicks, wrapped in plas
tic and rendered obsolescent in a 
year. 

We are wreaking havoc on the 
planet that supports our lives. We 
are fouling our only nest as sure
ly as we are fouling the nests of 
shorebirds in the marshlands of 
Louisiana. We have increased 
the concentration of heat trap
ping carbon dioxide in our 
atmosphere by more than 25% 
since the dawn of the Industrial 

CORRECTION 

In the recent article on the 
Recycled Renaissance Alt Show 
at the Sheffield Elementa1y 
School (MR VIII #28), due to a 
repo1ting e1rnr, we inconectly 

Revolution. A mess such as we 
are making will take centuries to 
clean up, and affect generations 
who could they but speak would 
condemn us for our sho1tsighted 
selfishness, waste and folly. 

Traditional New England 
vittues of husbandry and thtift, 
manufacturing goods with 
durable value, making do with 
less and stretching the haivest 
tmtil sp1ing are undergoing a 
critical and much-needed re
assessment in light of the present 
global economic and environ
mental upheavals. There is much 
each of us, and each of our 
towns, can do to lead the way to 
a saner future, by drawing on the 
heritage of our past. 

In recent weeks, we were 
cheered to see Greenfield, 
Montague and Leverett pass vol
tmtaiy building codes to reduce 
energy waste in new constmc
tion, and advance their goals to 
retrofit town buildings for the 
conse1vation of carbon fuels. 
These towns set the example for 
all of us to follow in our daily 
lives. 

We do not need legislation to 
enforce common sense. We sim
ply need to consult our own con
sciences about the impacts of our 
choices, lai·ge and small. 

Would you like paper or plas
tic? Neither, please. I brought 
my reusable canvas bag, as I 
walked or rode my bicycle to the 
store, improving my health and, 
ever so slightly, the health of the 
planet along the way. On the 
way back, I plan to stop off at 
the faimers market. And when I 
get home, I'll work in the gar
den, growing at least some of 
my own food, as the gusting 
breeze and the eai·ly summer stm 
dry my clothes on the clothes
line. 

attributed the source of a $100 
grant used to purchase a wo1m 
bin for the elementary school. 
The source of the ftmding was 
the Greenfield Garden Club, not 
the Gill Montague Education 
Ftmd. 
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It's too Oily to Tell. I 
LETTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Missing Trash Bins 
I have a simple question. Why is it necessa1y to 

walk from Second Street all the way to the post 
office before one can find a trash basket? And 
why should the P.O. have to deal with a bit of 

trash a civic minded citizen has retrieved six 
blocks away? We used to have vai'ious trash cans 
for that ai·ea. - Meg Walker 

Turners Falls 

Backs Brown and Levenson for GMRSD 
I am writing to endorse 

Sandy Brown for re-election to 
the Gill-Montague regional 
school committee. During her 
first term, Sandy has been a 
clear and consistent voice for 
both educational quality and fis
cal responsibility. I believe the 

district needs her to continue 
helping navigate the difficult 
times we are facing. 

I also endorse Marge 
Levenson in her election bid. As 
a member of the Montague 
finance committee, Marge has 
tried to balance a concern for 

the bottom line with the need to 
deliver vital se1vices, pa1ticulai·
ly in education. I think she will 
bring a fresh perspective to the 
school committee. 

- Mike Naughton 
Millers Falls 

Mother's Day Memories of My Dungaree Doll 
My mother was fearless 

ai·otmd spiders. She could scoop 
up a daddy longlegs from my 
dresser drawer with her bare 
hand like it was nothing more 
than a dust-ball. She was like a 
guy that way. 

Though she was ce1tainly not 
like a guy in other ways. She 
was a lady, mostly. She took 
leisurely baths before going out 
for the evening. She had her hair 
'done' eve1y week at the hair
dressers, first washed by one of 
the girls, then rolled in curlers, 
then dried tmder a hair dtyer, 
while she read a magazine or 
knitted, and then had it combed 
out and styled and doused in 
enough hair spray to last until 
the following week's appoint
ment. She had a matching hand
bag for every pair of shoes, and 
a different pair of high heels or 
pumps to go with eve1y tht·ee or 
so dt·esses. She dt·ank sophisti
cated lady dt·inks like 
Manhattans and maitinis. She 
had ltmch out with her girl-

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 
fflontague l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema-net 

friends, and wore lipstick and 
strong smelling perfume from 
Avon. She went to Broadway 
musicals. She always wanted to 
be ma1ried again, which she was 
after four years of single moth
erhood. She wanted to be taken 
out to dinner and dancing by a 
man, as she fotmd nothing more 
distressing than the idea of a 
woman alone. 

But dming those years of sin
gle motherhood when she was 
not alone, but fairly constantly 
in the presence of at least one of 
the four childt·en she was rais
ing, she was also the man. The 
one who scooped the spiders out 
of my dresser dt·awer with her 
bare hand. The one who read us 
bedtime stories with fake 
accents or fake speech impedi
ments tmtil they weren't funny 
anymore and we'd have to beg 

her to please stop and just read it 
straight. She was the one who 
hated to do housework and so 
rai·ely did. She was the one who 
cooked many a fine meal out of 
a can and whose specialty was 
spaghetti. She was the one who 
drank too much. 

And she was the one who got 
into a screaming match with the 
woman up the street after I'd 
had a squabble with her daugh
ter. The girl's mother was scold
ing me, telling me I was a "bad, 
bad girl," when my mother 
aiTived on the scene and began 
scolding the woman back, say
ing, "She's four years old, for 
God's sake! How 'bad' could 
she be?" And the woman retort
ed, "Listen, Dtmgaree Doll ... " 

Whatever was said next was 
either unnoticed or forgotten, or 
simply overshadowed by the 
memo1y of my mother laughing, 
muttering "dungaree doll ... ," 
and scooping me up in her aims. 
I sat straddling her dungaree
clad hip, with one aim around 
the shoulder of her oversized 
man's shirt (orange and blue 
stripes, like the color of the NY 
Mets), sta1ing in awe at the pro
file of her face, which she 
turned towards me a couple of 
times, smiling, as she canied me 
home to safety. 

- Dori McCormack 
Greenfield 
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CiUEST EDITORIAL 

Stop Tapping, Start Building 

Bridge is planned to take four yeai·s 
and cost $40.7 million. The origi
nal construction of the entire 
bridge, at the time the longest 
b11dge in the state, cost $1 million 
and took less than one year and 
four months. And that was before 
the advent of all sorts of modem 
constrnction equipment, huge 
trucks and transit concrete mixers. 

Expert on Net Energy 
and the Economy 
to Speak in Wendell BY JOSEPH A PARZYCH 

GREAT FALLS - Rub-a-dub-dub. 
Tbree men in a tub. Two men tap
ping and one listening. Someone 
needs to caution the inspectors not 
to tap too hard. 

The Gill-Montague Bridge is of 
the same type of constmction as the 
bridge in Minneapolis that col
lapsed during rush hour on August 
1st, 2007, killing 13 and injuring 
145. The only difference being 
that the G-M bridge has a worse 
safety rating than the Minnesota 
bridge had. 

There have been a series of 
inspections: the regular state 
inspections, a Bechtel Parsons 
inspection, a Pennsylvania inspec
tion crew, the SPS snooper inspec
tion, the Skyhawk inspection, and 
now yet another state inspection, 
leaving little doubt the bridge is in 
tough shape. 

Enough with the tapping, 
already, before the bridge falls 
down. Time to stait fixing it, or as 
Matty Yannac suggests - build a 
new one. 

The Red Bridge abutments 
could se1ve to anchor a Bailey 
Bridge, or a new bridge could be 
floated on pontoons. Anny engi
neers sometimes put up Bailey 

Bridges overnight. 
Mackin Constmction began tak

ing down the Gill-Montague 
Bridge railings to paint and spmce 
up the bridge in October of 1995, 
but the railings were beyond repair 
and the anchor bolts too far gone. 
Jersey bat1'icades were put up end 
to end to ward traffic away from 
the rusty fences, and since then the 
b11dge has been inspected to death. 

Restoring the Gill-Montague 

Construction on the bridge 
began on May 24th, 1937, and the 
completed span was dedicated on 
September 10th, 1938. I walked 
to Riverside over the old red sus
pension b11dge and across the new 
Gill-Montague B11dge on the day 
of its dedication. 

Yet another inspection of the G-M Bridge took place on Tue.rtitry 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

BY JONATHAN VON 
RANSON - Today we're 
using more energy to extract 
a given unit of coal, oil or nat
ural gas than ever before, in a 
cmve that's accelerating. 
Alone, that cmve would spell 
trouble for society, but com
bined with the flattening 
annual production of fossil 
fuels and increasing global 
demand, the total effect, eco
nomically and ecologically, is 
unsustainable. 

Despite the evidence, gov
ernments seem deep in denial 
about the impending crunch. 
One agency, the National 
Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
has been fairly steadfast in 
warning of climate change. 
But neither at the state nor 
national level are legislators 
or executives seriously fos
tering the energy savings 
demanded by the conver
gence of factors. 

It's probably fitting that 
any provident, effective 
action should occur at the 
local level, where the best 

options probably lie anyway. 
What are the implications of 
declining net energy for beau
tiful, serene, naturally blessed 
Franklin County? What do 
the trends imply for our local
ities, energy choices and 
planning? 

We'll have a chance to ask 
an expe1t on the subject when 
David Murphy comes to ta.lk 
on "Understanding Net 
Energy: How its availability 
shaped our world, and what 
its decline means for the 
Future," in Wendell. Murphy 
is a national figure in energy 
and economics at SUNY 
College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry in 
Syracuse, an interdisciplinary 
researcher and doctoral can
didate in biophysical eco
nomics. He'll give a work
shop for public officials and 
energy committee members 
earlier in the day. The public 
is welcome to heat· his free 
evening talk on Friday, May 
21st at 7:30 pm. in Wendell 
town hall. Refreshments will 
be se1ved. 

Selectboard Praises Quick Work by Highway Crew 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - In a 
special afternoon meeting on 
Wednesday, the Montague select
boat·d praised the hard work and 
rapid response of the highway 
depa1tment crew clearing up the 
deb11s left behind when damag
ing winds and thundersto1ms 
blew through the county Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Supe1'intendent Tom Bergeron 
and his crew worked through the 
night to clear the roads of 
downed limbs and fallen trees. 

"Montague Center was hit 
hardest," said Bergeron. A tree 
down across from Elm Grove 
Cemetery, near Ralph Rau 's 
Sunoco station, knocked over a 
utility pole, sending a transformer 
crashing into the road, cutting 
power at about 4 p.m. to much of 
the village, including places as 
far flung as Cold Brook Fa1m on 

Greenfield Road and the entire 
Chestnut Hill section of town. 

"I was heading home for the 
day at about ten past four," said 
Bergeron, when the calls staited 
coming in on his cell phone. "I 
turned at·ound and headed back to 
work." 

Bergeron said tree warden 
Mark Stevens kept a five-man 
crew out on the roads until 2 in 
the morning Wednesday, follow
ing Western Mass Electric 
Company as they cleared downed 
limbs and trees from power lines. 
The highway crew then cleared 
the debris off the roads. 

Power was restored to most of 
Montague Center at about 10 
am. Wednesday. Chestnut Hill 
saw power restored by 8 p.m. 

Bergeron estimated it would 
take three more days to complete 
the clean-up operation. 

"It looked like a disaster in 
front of Rau's," said selectboat·d 
member Mark Fairbrother. "The 
road was still smoking when I 
went by there. I knew I'd have to 
get the lanterns out, we wouldn't 
have any power that night." 

"We appreciate all your hat·d 
work," Pat Allen told Bergeron. 

Allen has been appointed tem
poraiy chair of the selectboat·d in 
PatI'icia Pruitt's absence. Pruitt is 
not running for a third term on the 
board in the May 17th election. 

Besides candidates for town
wide office, the ballot for that 
election will also include a ques
tion that asks voters, "should 
Montague cease assessing excise 
taxes on animals, machine1y and 
equipment engaged p1'imat'ily in 
agricultural uses." 

The boat·d of assessors told the 
selectboat·d recently it costs more 

money to collect such taxes than 
they b1'ing in as revenue for the 
town. 

The boat·d granted a one-day 
ente1tainment license, pending 
board of health approval, to Mat·k 
Cannon and La Bodega, 104 4th 
Street, for a Cinco de Mayo festi
val this Sunday, May 9th, from 11 
am. to 4 p.m. The street festival 
will feature food by donation, 
children's games, and dancing to 
a Boston DJ. 

The board approved a contract 
with Eiving to shat·e the use of 
the town of Montague's Vactor 
sewer truck, operated by 
Montague employees for a fee, 
and with Montague shielded 
from liability for any accidents 
that may occur while Eiving is 
using Montague's truck. 

A developers' tour, organized 
by Mass Development, the state's 

finance and development author
ity, will bring a bus load of about 
40 to 50 interested investors from 
the Boston area to look at specif
ic sites in downtown Orange, 
Montague, and Greenfield on 
Wednesday, May 5th, said Allen. 

The Montague Business 
Association has asked to be rep
resented on the hiI'ing committee 
that will be looking over resumes 
submitted for the pe1manent 
town planner position. Those 
resumes are due in by May 20th. 
The hiI'ing committee will also 
include representatives from the 
planning board and conse1vation 
commission, the EDIC, 
RiverCulture, the energy com
mittee, and the town manager. 

The selectboard went into 
executive session to discuss col
lective bargaining at the end of 
the half-hour meeting. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Greenfield, Massachusetts 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill -MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Warrants Approved for School Committee Election 
BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -
The Gill-Montague regional 
school district school committee 
voted unanimously at their 
meeting on Tuesday, April 27th 
to approve the wa1Tants for the 
upcoming election of school 
committee members on 
Monday, May 17th. 

There are three positions 
open for this election: two 
Montague school committee 
members, for three years, and 
one Gill school committee mem
ber, for three years. Incumbents 
Sandra Brown of Gill and Joyce 
Phillips of Montague will both 
be seeking another te1m. 
Douglas Brown of Montague is 
not running for re-election. Jane 
Oakes, a French King Highway 

resident of Riverside and former 
teacher at the GMRSD is chal
lenging Sandra Brown for a 
three-year seat from Gill. 

Residents of both Gill and 
Montague vote for school com
mittee members from both 
towns. The polls are open on the 
17th from 7 a m. to 7 p m. in 
Montague, and from noon to 8 
p Ill. in Gill. 

Business director Lynn 
Bassett repo1ted a reduction in 
the operating budget for the 
Gill-Montague Regional School 
District. These changes come 
from state aid projections repo1t
ed on the latest Massachusetts 
Depaitment of Revenue "cheny 
sheet," which shows some 
improvement in school choice 

for the district and an expecta
tion of a slight increase in the 
percentage of transportation 
reimbursement aid. 

Bassett also reported a 
$20,000 credit from unused 
funds held as a Revenue 
Anticipated Note (RAN), meant 
to be used as a sho1t te1m loan to 
cover shortfalls when state aid 
money is late and the district has 
to meet financial obligations 
such as payroll. Bassett has not 
had to use the money, so an 
agreement to eliminate the RAN 
reduces district debt. 

Combined, these items pro
duce a reduction in the budget of 
$129,626, making the new 
FYI 1 operating budget for the 
school district $16,408,162. 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Annual Town Meeting to be Held Wednesday, June 16th 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
The Wendell selectboard chose 
Wednesday, June 16th as the 
date for the annual town meet
ing, and spent some time going 
over the wa1Tant for that meeting 
at their meeting on April 28th. 

The finance committee and 
the selectboai·d chose such a late 
date so fum state aid figures will 
be in hand and spending projec
tions can be estimated with some 
accuracy. The draft waiTant had 
blank spaces where final mun
bers will be filled in for the offi
cial wan-ant. 

The meeting's late date means 
the well-experienced town mod
erator Kathy Becker will be 
away, and the burden of moder
at.ing will fall to her very capable 
altemate, Kathleen Nolan. 

Jim Slavas and Michael 
Idoine represented the finance 
committee at the meeting. 
Slavas complained that since the 
finance committee now has a full 
complement of five members, 
the two of them no longer make 
up aquonun. 

He said that on May 27th at 
6:30 p.m., an assessment 
methodology subcommittee will 
meet for the first time at the 
Mahar High School libraiy. That 
committee will be fo1med at the 
May 4th monthly regional school 
committee meeting. 

Selectboard member Dan 

Keller said, "We have to give 
(Superintendent) Mike 
BaldassaITe credit for pushing." 

Beyond the regular annual 
spending articles, the wan-ant has 
an aiticle to see if Wendell will 
join with other Western 
Massachusetts municipalities to 
work towards establishing a 
''tmiversal, open access, finan
cially self-sustaining, commtmi
cations system (Wired West) to 
provide broadband service, 
including high speed internet, 
telephone and cable television to 
residents and businesses within 
the town." 

Another a1ticle would allow 
the town of Leverett to join the 
Franklin Cotmty Solid Waste 
District, and another a1ticle 
would grant pe1mission for the 
Ralph C. Mahai· School district 
to boITow up to $200,000 to 
remove the dam on school prop
erty. A state-mandated inspec
tion showed this dam to be a haz
ard and also showed that repair
ing the dam would cost up to 
$500,000. 

Massachusetts generally 
favors removing old dams and 
restoring streams to a more natu
ral state. 

The Conservation Develop
ment bylaw being developed by 
the planning boai·d will require a 
public hearing before it is ready 
for a town meeting vote. That 

hearing has been postponed 
because the planning boai·d chair 
has a conflict. 

Cai·olyn Manley and Hai1y 
Williston, who are working to 
revise and update the town's per
sonnel policy, went over changes 
they have made in the policy 
since their last meeting with the 
selectboard. One change would 
eliminate the ability of an 
employee to cany vacation time 
from one yeai· to the next. The 
new personnel policy will be sent 
to town cotmsel, Kopelman and 
Paige, for review. A public hear
ing for the new personnel policy 
will be held at the next select
board meeting, on May 12th. 

The meeting started with 
Kathleen Leonard securing and 
paying for rental of the town hall 
for the evening of Saturday May 
1st for a commtmity potluck din
ner. The dirmer was held as 
scheduled, a wonderful social 
gathering, with Diemand Farm 
turkey and greens from 
Laughing Dog Fa1m provided by 
the organizers, and other dishes 
brought by citizens. Donation of 
$5 were requested, to benefit the 
Wendell Old Home Day ftmd. 
Almost $500 was raised. 

The evening was mild, and 
after the dinner people lingered 
well into darkness in front of the 
town hall and on the common, 
talking and enjoying one of the 

Also, a proposal is now under 
consideration in the House 
Ways and Means committee to 
supplement Chapter 70 aid with 
additional ftmding from a state 
stabilization ftmd, which would 
be given to the district in the 
form of a grant. 

Bassett emphasized her 
budget repo1t was "just a snap
shot in time." All these numbers 
are just projections that could 
tum out to be too optimistic, she 
cautioned. 

Michael Langknecht, school 
committee chair, asked if any
one wanted to consider making a 
change in the assessments to the 
towns. No member responded; 
no action was taken. 

A discussion with attomey 
Russell Dupree centered arotmd 
a recently settled comt case, 
District Attomey for the 
Northern District vs. School 
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Committee of Wayland, that 
now requires some po1tion of 
the school superintendent's 
evaluation, wh:::!:! :'.: ::~::!d~!::ted 
by school committee members, 
to be kept confidential. This in 
some ways conflicts with the 
state's open meeting laws. In the 
discussion with the school com
mittee members and superinten
dent Carl Ladd, the problem was 
resolved, as Ladd said he had no 
problem allowing the entire 
evaluation to be made public. 

Ladd said a seai·ch committee 
has been fo1med to select a new 
director of special education and 
student services, to replace 
Nadine Ekstrom, who is leaving 
the district at the end of the yeai·. 
Ladd said he hoped the search 
committee would be able meet 
to discuss the process and begin 
screening candidates within two 
weeks. 

Wendell Election Results 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
On Monday, May 3rd, 263 of 
Wendell' s 688 registered vot
ers (38%) came out to vote in 
the town election. The votes 
for the three contested posi
tions tallied as follows: 

Three-year term for board 
of assessors: 
Stephen Broll - 227 
Tom Mangan - 32 (incumbent) 
Tree Warden Peter Zera -145 
(incumbent) 
Rich Wilder, Sr. - 93 

first soft evenings of the year. 
Town coordinator Nancy 

Aldrich repo1ted that the 
Monday evening Capoeira class
es in the town hall are taking a 
break, but the African Dance 
classes that have paired with 
them will continue, and Serena 
Stone, who teaches them, will 
have to negotiate a payment rate 
to replace the rate the two class
es shared. 

Wendell has chosen to cai1y 
insurance to cover death benefits 
for police or fu-efighters who die 
in the line of duty, rather than to 
accept a possible $500,000 
expense of paying those benefits 
as required by the state law. The 
company that has been providing 
that insurance stopped offering 
it, and the town received two 
bids from other caITiers. Of 
those, selectboard members 
chose the Massachusetts 
Interlocal Insurance Agency 

Three year term on the 
board of health: 
Jenny Fyler - 189 
Harry Williston - 73 (incum
bent) 

No other positions were 
contested. Patti Scutari 
received one write-in vote for 
a three-year position on the 
selectboard, but incumbent 
Christine Heard won another 
term. No votes were cast for 
the unfilled positions on the 
planning board. 

(MITA), who gave the lower bid: 
$4,450 for the coverage. 

The town pltunbing and gas 
inspector, Herb Hoengasser, sent 
the town a letter stating he needs 
to raise his fees in order to make 
inspections pay for themselves. 
Along with the letter he sent 
comparisons with the rates 
Montague charges and the 
FRCOG charges, which are 
higher. His new rates are closer 
to those of Montague, and the 
selectboard members agreed to 
accept them rather than use the 
FRCOG. The increase will be 
paid by builders and home own
ers who need inspections, not by 
the town. 

Keller said it seems better not 
to hmzy and change the title on 
the HeITick prope1ty. The his
toric commission, the open space 
committee, and the conse1vation 
commission all have concems 
and interests in the land. 
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In the absence of a Tegulm·, televised debate between the two candidates fol' 
selectbom·d in Gill, in oTdeT to betteT infoTm the voteTs of Gill about the candidates" 
positions on various issues confronting the town, the Montague ReporteT posed ten 
questions to both the incumbent, Nancy Griswold, and the challengeT, boMd of 
health membeT Randy CmchieT. 

Griswold and CrnchieT aTe vying fol' a thTee-yeM seat on the selectbom·d. The 
town election will be held on May 17th, from noon to 8 p.m. at the ffre station. 

Quesdons for the Candidates for Gffl Selectboard 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - Do 
you support the recommenda
tions of the recent Human 
Resources Seniices consultant 
study for staffing and equipment 
for the major departments of the 
town of Gill? If so, which recom
mendations should the town seek 
to implementfirst? 

Nancy Griswold: "I agree with 
a lot of what the consultants said. 
Some of the data needs to be 
brought up to par before we can 
prioritize [their reconunenda
tions]. We need to put the town 
clerk and tax collector treasurer 
positions on the wage scale, so 
they have a place to grow from. 

The study gave us, more than 

Nanry Griswold 

Should Gill hire a third 
police officer? "Yes. 
How we're going to 
fund it, I don't know. 
David and Chris are 
really stretched. They 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Burglaries, Hit and Run Accidents 

Thunday. 4/29 
1:54 a.m. Breaking and 
entering / burglary on 
Fourth Street. 
Investigated. 
6:07 p.m. Threatening 
harassment at Unity 
Park. Advised of 
options. 
Friday, 4/30 
8:08 a.m. Narcotics vio-

Services rendered. 

3:59 p.m. Hit and nm 
accident near Unity 
Park. No such person 
can be fotmd. 

8:33 p.m. Loud noise 
disturbance at La Bodega 
on Fourth Street. Peace 
restored. 

Suspicious 
Sheffield 

Elementary School on 
Griswold Street. 
Summons issued. 

9:06 p.m. Breaking and 
entering / burglary on 
Oakman Street. Referred 
to an officer. 

Monday,5/3 

are doing an excellent 
job. But it's a borderline 

situation for two people 
to cover this town 
24/7 ." 

- Nancy Griswold 

anything, a focus, a place to go 
from here. 

"Sitting down and coming up 
with a capital improvement plan 
is vital for the town of Gill. Each 
department needs to sit down and 
come up with a list of its needs 
for the next five or ten years." 

Randy Oochier: 'The study, 
in my opinion, is incomplete. It 
doesn't say how they came to 
their conclusions. They said they 
spoke with the finance conunit
tee, but [7 out of 9 members of] 
the finance conunittee said they 
did not talk with the consultants. 
That calls into question the valid
ity of the entire study. 

"If it is accurate, [the recom
mendations for increased 
staffing] still have to be paid for. 
Suppo1ting it is not the question. 
Affording it is the question. 

"Setting up a capital fond is 

something I would like to see 
happen, so we're not buying 
equipment in emergencies, but 
planning for purchases." 

What should the town do with 
the town-owned Mariamante 
property on West Gill and Main 
Road? 

Nancy Griswold: "I think it is 
never going to be a buildable, 
developable lot. If we work out 

Rant!J Crochier 

"If elected, I would sit 

down with our pohce 

chief, with pohce chiefs of 

neighboring towns, to 
gather the opinion of peo

ple about the appropriate 

level of coverage, then 

weigh those factors against 
the cost of a third officer. 
Where does that cost 

come from? Do we take a 

man off the highway 
depru·t.ment?" 

- Randy Crochier 

lation at Franklin 
County Technical 
School. Report taken. 
7:07 p.m. Hit and nm 
accident behind Turners 
Falls House of Pizza. 

Report taken. 

9:55 p.m. 
person at 
Elementary 
Investigated. 
Sunday,5/2 

School. 

3:03 a.m. Domestic dis

turbance on Fourth 
Street. Protective cus
tody granted. 

7: 14 a.m. Breaking and 
entering / burglary on 
Old Sunderland Road in 
Montague Center. 
Investigated. 
8:35 a.m. Domestic dis
turbance on G Street. 
Peace restored. 

Tibetan Earthquabe Relief 
fundraiser Saturday, May 8th 

in Amherst 

8:44 p.m. Restraining 
order served in hand on 
Eleventh Street. 

8:54 p.m. Bmsh fue on 
Whitney's Way in 
Montague Center. 
Investigated. 
9:59 p.m. Arrest of 

ating a 
under the influence, 

operating to endanger, 
and trespassing with a 
motor vehicle. 

Saturday, 5/1 
3:14 p.m. Unwanted 

person on K Street. 

6:21 a.m. Breaking and 
entering / burglary on 
Grove Street. Report 
taken. 

9:33 a.m. Breaking and 
entering / burglary on 
Stevens Street. 

Investigated. 
9:43 a.m. Breaking and 
entering / burglary on 
Chestnut Street. Services 
rendered. 

12:45 p.m. Breaking 
and entering / burglary 
on Maple Street. Report 
taken. 

6:12 p.m. Arson report
ed at Hillcrest 

8:43 a.m. Hit and nm 

accident at Food City on 
Avenue A. Investigated. 
9:05 p.m. Arrest of 
Adan1 

warrant, 

warrants, and for posses
sion of a class B dmg. on 
Avenue A and Seventh 
Streets. 
Tuesday, 5/4: 
Multiple reports of haz
ards in roadways in the 
late afternoon, due to 
wind stom1. Power out
age in Montague Center. 

A fund.raising prayer service, 
dinner, and auction will be held 
on Sahll'day, May 8th at 
lnunanuel Lutheran Church, 
867 North Pleasant Street, 
Amherst. 

The event sta1ts at 5 p.m. 
with a prayer service led by The 
Venerable ZaChoeje 
Rinpoche*, The Venerable 
Dechin Tulku*, Geshe Lobsang 
Wangchuk from Boston, & 
Kushug Jampa Gomlam. At 6 
p.m. a traditional Tibetan dinner 
will be se1ved by members of 
New England Chushi Gangdmk 
- the local chapter of a world
wide Tibetan organization. 

There will be a silent auction 

with items from Tibet, Nepal, 
and India, donated by 
Himalayan Views of South 
Deerfield. 100% of all proceeds 
will go toward the housing, 
food, clothing, and medical 
needs of Tibetan victims. Any 
amount given will be much 
appreciated. Thank you! 

For information, call Sonam 
Lama at (413) 325-1663 

r His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai 
Lama recognized both the Ven. 
ZaChoeje Rinpoche and the Ven. Dechin 
Tulku. 

The Ven. ZaChoeje Rinpoche was 
recognized as the sixth reincarnation of 
one of the highest Buddhist Lamas of 
Eastern Tibet.) 
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an admirable and good deal for 
the town with the Indians... It 
needs to be conserved, however 
that conse1vation piece comes 
together, whether it be with 
Mount Grace helping out. The 
Indians have an issue, and they 
are right on about it. We can't 
develop it." 

Randy Oochier: "I'd like to 
see that property developed for 
business. But there is a question 
of Native American heritage that 
needs to be looked at and decid
ed. At the ve1y least, until that is 
decided, that land should be 
leased out for haying, or some 
productive use." 

Should Gill remain part of a 
regional school system with 
Montague, or should Gill seek 
another regional school partner? 

Nancy Griswold: "That is 
really a tough question. Part of 
me says the town should look 
elsewhere. I am really impressed 
with the new Gill-Montague 
superintendent, Carl Ladd, and 
what he's hying to do. The state 
has moved away from their 
regionalization plan. The groups 
looking into this question have 
not come back with their studies 
yet, and they will. It will be one 
of the ve1y impo1tant issues we 
will be discussing in the near 
future." 

Randy Oochier: "I haven't 

see GILL pg 12 
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Child wart11ing herse!f in morning sun. Inset: Nunoan bqy taking alpacas to pasture. 

BY REBECCA RIDEOUT - the hmnan body, the vibrant began the Nufioa Project with 
NUNOA, PERU - Brooke green highland plains and clra- veterinarian Steve Purdy in 
Thomas has watched the town of matic mountain peaks stole his 2009. 
Nufioa shift and grow over the heait. Thomas, now retired from Purdy, a resident of 
last fo1ty years, but it's not a teaching anthropology at Deerfield, came to Thomas' 
place he can visit conveniently. UMass, has been returning ever attention when he sta1ted the 
At 13,000 feet above sea level, since with his wife Shirley, both nation's first Camelid Studies 
Nufioa, Pem (pronounced Nun- residents of Leverett. Program at the UMass Amherst 
yoa) sits closer to the clouds Thomas has seen Nufioa campus. Thomas invited Purdy 
than to any of the surrounding change from a ranch town with to visit the mecca of alpaca hus-
towns no electricity or running water in bandty - Nufioa - in 2008. 

The region of Pem, known as the '60s to a locale ten-011zed by Purdy fell under Nufioa's 
the Altiplano, provides rich the Shining Path (Sendero spell as well. He learned from 
grazing conditions for alpacas, a Luminoso) revolutiona11es in the local herders about their tradi
smaller cousin of the camel '80s and '90s. tional methods, while b11nging 
habituated to mountain climes. Peace has since been restored modern vete1111aiy reseai-d1 to 
The Altiplano is home to the to the area, but one third of the their aid. 
lai·gest population of alpacas in population still lives in extreme That intriguing connection 
the world. poverty. between visitors' avocations and 

When Thomas traveled to After years of fonning bonds Nufioa's he11tage is what makes 
this Andean town as an anthro- with local residents, Thomas has the Nufioa Project unique - it's 
pology student in the '60s to turned his attention to helping more of a collaboration between 
reseai·ch the physiological the villagers create a sustainable cultures than a traditional chai'i
effects of low oxygen levels on support system. He ai1d his wife ty. The villagers hold a deep 

g ca hus an y 
til 1g. The high 
ai1 oric lifestyle 

ascinate 
hysiological 

·esearchers. 
he pristine 
nvironment 
ffers gor

views 
fresh 
from 

neai·by gla
ciers. In tum, 
visiting for
eigners con
tribute sup
plies and skills 

that don't often reach outlying 
Pemvian towns like Nufioa, at 
the end of the supply chain for 
modem medical equipment and 
specialists. 

The problems that stem from 
Nufioa's out-of-tl1~way location 
cai1 be illustrated in all paits of 
town life. In the alpaca popula
tion, Purdy diagnosed the effects 
of a bacte11al disease that had 
been affecting the herds for 
yeai'S. Up to 30% of the newborn 
alpacas were dying off annually. 

The decline of the alpaca 
population directly affected the 
fa1mers' livelihood, which pro
vides over half the family 
incomes in tl1e region. The cul
prit was enterotoxe1nia, ai1 infec
tion caused by bacte11a in the 
soil that causes death for the 
alpacas' young. 

The problem was not new. 
Unknown to the Nufioai1 faim
ers, a research group in Lima 
had recently developed a vac
cine for tl1e condition. At fifty 
cents a dose, tl1e Nufioa Project 
has been able to b1111g the vac
cine to the remote herds in the 
region and inoculate pregnant 
alpacas and newborns. 

At the local medical clinic, 
basic equipment is scarce. On a 
recent visit with the Nufioa 
Project in Janua1y, Dr. Tai·a 
Futrell from the Greenfield 
Valley Medical Group attended 
a birth in the mountains sur
rounding Nufioa. When the baby 
was born with the umbilical cord 
wrapped ai·ound his neck, 
Futrell grabbed a bag valve 
mask ( or Ambu bag) a simple 
plastic apparatus she had 
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brought in her pack. After pump
ing air into his lungs, tl1e baby 
and mother were transpo1ted to 
the local clinic via wheelbairow, 
where botl1 were checked ai1d 
found to be in good health. The 
Nufioa Project left three of tl1e 
simple - yet life saving -
devices for future birthing emer
gencies, ai1d plans to continue 
bringing doctors and medical 
supplies to the region. 

Father Paul Habing, a p11est 
from Illinois who moved to 
Nufiua after the Pemvian 
Catholic Church found it diffi
cult to relocate priests from tl1e 
lowlands to se1ve in the 
Altiplai10, has since created a 
center for children in need in the 
region. The center also provides 
housing for childt·en who live far 
from their schools. Habing 
established an alpaca ranch to 
suppo1t the center, and opened 
the building to foreign visitors 
who needed a place to stay. 

When Thomas and Purdy vis
ited, their interactions with tl1e 
childt·en were the highlight of 
their trip. 

Soon after their visit to the 
orphai1age, the local bishop 
reappointed the church building 
as a nunne1y, and the children's 
home Father Paul had worked so 
hai·d to establish was disbanded. 

Thomas ai1d Purdy responded 
by raising $35,000 in donations 
to buy a plot of land and build a 
new children's center, which tl1e 
Nufioa Project will co-own. The 
building will have room for fif
teen childt·en, lunch facilities for 
thiity, two rooms for visitors, 
and a cultural museum in tl1e 
lobby. Thomas and Purdy hope 
to break ground on the project 
this summer, but still need 
$15,000 more to purchase tl1e 
remaiiling building materials. 

Thomas hopes to watch tl1e 
town of Nufioa grow stronger, 
and enjoy a self-sustaining 
future. With the help of modem 
training ai1d equipment, the resi
dents will take the lead. It's a 
melding of cultures Thomas 
tllinks will result in the best of 
both worlds. 

You can learn more about tl1e 
project, see more photos, ai1d 
make a donation at 
ww1v.nunoaproject.01g. 
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BY RICHARD BALDWIN -
The Wendell Free Libra1y is proud to 
present an exhibition of work by 
Morgan Mead of Wendell. This exhila
rating exhibition of brightly colored 
mixed media paintings is Mead's first 
public showing of his work, all of 
which has been done this past year. 

The artist's statement clearly sug
gests how the viewer can approach the 
work. While Mead had done some art
work as a teenager, he has only just 
resumed painting in the spring of 2009. 

Mead writes, "Then, my son Thor, 
who is in second grade at Swift River, 
and one of his friends, brought home 
this huge drawing they had sta1ted at 
school. They were having so much fun 

skull. Mostly I'm just tiying to paint 
what I want to look at and above all 
else have fun!" 

And a fun show it is. Mead uses 
ac1ylic, Mylar and photo prints to make 
medium to large size compositions that 
are, in his words, a "jungle gym for 
your eyes." 

The work's vibrancy is the result of 
several factors. Most obvious is the 
artist's use of intense primaiy colors 
juxtaposed next to one another in out
lined shapes. Another is his juxtaposi
tion of lines and repeated small shapes. 
If the viewer follows the images, what 
results is a kind of stop and go visual 
dance. 
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with small pieces of prima1y colors the 
result is a high pitched visual experi
ence. The most clearly nanative paint
ing, "A Frozen Moment," presents an 
historical moment in football histo1y 
when in December 1967 the Green Bay 
Packers and the Dallas Cowboys met 
for the NFL Championship, with 
Mead's family ai1d friends in the audi
ence. The visual energy in the painting, 
however, is more than equal to what 
happened on that field way back when. 

Mead, a self-taught artist, reveals an 
impressive level of competence in 
atTai1ging visual materials into exciting 
compositions. Do yourselves a favor 
ai1d stop in to see his exhibition. 

..... ,..:.. 
~~tY"\lf'51 with the thing, I thought I would tiy it 

While the artist draws on nature, 
experience and imagination for 
imagery, the way he brings these 
together results in a sort of high speed 
neon version of stained glass. There is 
a kind of theater here. The repetitive 
small shape-making is in a way medita
tive and calming, yet when combined 

The exhibition will continue for two 
months until the end of June. The 
library is open Tuesday from 3 to 6 
p.m.; Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; and Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. An artist's reception will be 
held on Saturday, May 15th, from 1 :30 
to 3:30 p.m. 

Illustration: ''If I Was Real," Morgan Mead 
Photo 1?)1 Baldwin. 

again. Having neglected to get my 
MFA, I can't really say much about any 
kind of theory behind the paintings. I 
get ideas from the natural environment, 
the media environment, my son and his 
friends ... and the flaming snakes in my 

BY SARA CAMBPELL 
TURNERS FALLS 
Carnegie Librai·y has become 
home to a diverse group of 
genealogists who have met 
monthly since March to share 
their family histo1y research. 
A group of 20 came together 
on Tuesday night to help each 
other find those elusive ances
tors and make preliminary 
plai1s for a speakers' series to 
take place later this summer. 

Some of the early maps of 
Montague were on the table 
Tuesday night, as David Allen 
shared his research into the 
historic records of the town. 
Working with a grant from the 
Montague Cultural Council, 
which will make copies of the 
historic maps available in the 
libra1y, Allen asked for help 
indexing the naines found on 
the 1858 Walling and 1871 
Beers townwide maps. 
Making the naines available to 
other reseai·chers via a website 
will make it easier for people 
to find their ancestors at those 
points in time. Similar studies 
are underway in Gill and sev
eral other area towns. 

The group also perused the 
historic Sanborn Fire 
Insurance maps, which are 
currently on file at the libra1y. 
These very detailed maps 
show buildings in the devel
oped areas of Montague, as 
well as Millers Falls and 

Riverside, between 1884 and 
1919. 

Some of the participants 
ananged a meeting for Friday 
morning to review resources at 
the Franklin County 
Comthouse in Greenfield, to 
search deeds, probate and 
immigration records stored 
there. Reviewing property 
deeds can often provide clues 
into the lives of ancestors. 

Potential topics for more 
formal future presentations 
were under discussion. In con
junction with the RiverCulture 
theme of "Footsteps" for a 
series of events this summer, 
the group will develop a pro
gram tentatively called 
"Footsteps of our Ancestors." 

The genealogists ai·e inter
ested in a1rnnging a series of 
lectures, and the library has 
offered to provide some fund
ing assistance. Possible topics 
include holdings of genealogi
cal interest at the National 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 

413-768-9095 

Archives in Pittsfield, the 
Massachusetts Archives at 
Columbia Point, publishing 
historic info1mation, and DNA 
studies for genealogical 
research. 

Paiticipai1ts may have some 
connection to Turners Falls, 
but mai1y live in surrounding 
towns, including Buckland, 
Wilbraham and Northampton. 
The common bond is interest 
in family histo1y and an inter
est in sharing research meth
ods, successes and "brick 
walls." Several laptops were 
snapped open Tuesday night 
and connected to the libra1y's 
wireless internet, and 
researchers helped each other 
track down a few elusive 
ancestors. 

To receive info1mation on 
future events contact remem
beringancestors@yahoo.com. 
Meeting information will be 
posted regulai·ly at genealogy
gathering.blogspot.com. 

Income Tax and Accounting 
Specializing in QuickBooks 

Ruth Viens of Turners Falls considers purchasing some Snap Dragons 
at the Great Falis Falis Farmers' Market on Wednesdqy afternoon. 
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THREE VIE from pg 1 
has se1ved on town meeting con
tinuously for many years, and on 
the board of health, the veterans 
memorial trustees, the county 
solid waste management district, 
and been instrumental in imple
menting regional emergency dis
pensing sites in Franklin County. 

"I'd like to see Montague 
flourish. I feel we've been a little 
stagnant lately," Boutwell said. 

'There are a lot of people who 
are really hurting in the commu
nity. We need more jobs. We need 
more industiy. If we can grab 
more tourism, that would be 
great. 

"I just want to continue con
ti'ibuting, to se1ve the public the 
best I can." 

Asked whether they support a 
proposal by the Turners Falls.fire 
department's prudential commit
tee to establish an ambulance 
service for the town of Montague, 
the candidates responded: 

Margaret Pyfrom said, "I 
attended the Turners Falls [fire 
department's annual] district 
meeting. I agree with the pmden
tial committee: they need to do 
considerably more investigating 
before they continue with it." 

Chris Boutwell said, "I have a 
lot of concerns, like eve1ybody 
else. Once we get those 5,000 
questions answered, we'll be able 
to make a rational decision." 

Rachel Roy said, "I had a per
son die in front of my home when 
we lived up in Buckland, and the 
difference between him living 
and dying was approximately 
three minutes before the ambu
lance an'ived. So as I think of the 
work being done on the b11dge 
and an ambulance tiying to get 
over here from [BHS Ambulance 
in] Greenfield, I have some really 
grave doubts about whether or 
not we can depend on Greenfield 
to provide ambulance se1vice that 
will get here in time. Until you've 
lost a loved one, that amount of 
time may not seem like much, but 
it can be the difference between 
life and death. I suppo1t having 
an ambulance in town." 

How would you encourage 
economic development in town? 

Rachel Roy: "Right now there 
are a lot of irons in the fire. We 
have a Native Ame11can cultural 
center that's been approved. We 
have a thriving indust11al park. I 
would need to sit down and hear 
what people are already consider-

ing, since I am fairly new in 
town. It's going to take a little 
time to get that sense. Once I hear 
what people are thinking, I've 
been in marketing for years; I'd 
like to go out to the world at large 
and see who we can atti·act to our 
area, using the strengths we have 
in this town." 

Chris Boutwell: "Yes, we do 
have an EDIC (Econoinic 

Chris Boutwell 

"I would like to see a sec

ond industiial park come 
into town. There's a few loca

tions that m·e possible and I 
would like to see whether we 

could get a railrnad spur into 
one of them." 

- Chiis Boutwell 

Development and Indust11al 
Company] committee in town. 
We do need to progress. I would 
like to see a second industi-ial 
park come into town. There's a 
few locations that are possible," 
and I would like to see, "whether 
we could get a railroad spur into 
one of them. We're close to 
Route 2 and Route 91. There's 
excellent potential out there." 

Margaret Pyfrom: "I concur. 
We do have the potential; we also 
have more room for an industi-ial 
park. We just need to attract the 
companies, the businesses to 
come into this area." 

How can we force the state to 
increase aid for our schools? 

Chris Boutwell: "I have a feel
ing we can't force the 
Commonwealth to do anything. 
We can tiy. As you can see, the 
state has been overseeing [the 
finances of] the Gill-Montague 
distl1ct [ for the last two years]. 

I feel ve1y confident we have a 
superintendent now, Mr. [Carl] 
Ladd, who is taking a total look at 
the picture. He's staiting to b1111g 
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the budget down into reality. He's 
looking for creative ways to save 
money and replace programs, 
whether it be with a lot of volun
teers down the road. I think we 
have a great source of volun
tee11sm in this town. I don't think 
we've even begtm to tap it yet." 

Margaret Pyfrom: "I watched 
the Montague Center School 
close and I'm cwfous as to why. I 
don't understand why we didn't 
get the resources we needed to 
keep that school open. It seems to 
me it was a ve1y well-utilized 
school, a very impo1tant school." 

Rachel Roy: "I've been a 
member of the Greenfield and 
Mohawk Trail school committees 
for several years. I'm pretty 
familiar with the difficulties of 
the budgeting process, and trying 
to get the state to come up with 
resources for the schools. I'd like 
to stait working with the supe1111-
tendent to fo1m a coalition with 
other schools in Franklin County, 
particularly for the regional 
schools, which are not getting the 
bus reimbursements they're sup
posed to. 

"That would be the first thing. 
We need to go after that bus 
money. The state encouraged 
everyone to form regional school 
systems. They swore they would 
give us the bus money. We had 
86% up tmtil last year. Now 
we're down to 56%. [Editor's 
note: actual percentages for 
regional transportation aid: 85% 
(2009) 54% (2010).] It's time to 
push them on this." 

What would you like to see 
happen with the town-owned 
Strathmore Mill? 

Rachel Roy: "It's 11ght in the 
spot where I think the Native 
Ame11can cultural center should 
go. The problem I see is parking. 
However, we can have parking 
further away and mn shuttle 
buses back and fo1th." 

Margaret Pyfrom: "I think that 
building could be useful. We 
could b1111g some sort of business 
in there. I believe there was a pro
duction company in there before. 
We ce1tainly have enough park
ing in town. It would be a good 
source of income for the town." 

Chris Boutwell: ''I'm not a big 
fan of town-owned prope1ty. 
They're money pits. They wind 
up being loss leaders down the 
road. Not only do you lose taxes, 
you put money in to keep them 
going, for maintenance, for heat. 

"What I'd like to see over 

there, ifwe do not put out an RFP 
[ request for proposals] for it, is an 
incubator for small businesses, 
with sections divided off, like we 
had back in [1992]. We had, I 
think, 30 small businesses [ oper
ating out of the Sti·athmore]. That 
way, the town would get some of 
their money back." 

Should we continue to market 
the landfill off Turnpike Road? 

Margaret Pyfrom: "Yes. I 
wasn't aware we still had the 
capability to use that landfill. We 
can. So why are we paying to 
have someone come and pick up 
our ti·ash when we can use the 
landfill? 

"I don't know all the technical 
aspects of opening it and mnning 
it. But, yes, we should." 

Rachel Roy: "The landfill is 
another one of those thorny 
issues. There are all kinds of 
environmental implications if we 
continue to use it. I'd want to 
know that we're not creating an 
environmental disaster over 
there. I have grave doubts about 
reopening it without all of those 
questions answered. 

"If we're marketing it for solar 
or wind energy, that's an interest
ing concept." 

Chris Boutwell: "I was on 
both landfill committees for the 
health depa1tment. About three 
years ago, there was an RFP put 
out. The committee decided not 
to go with foll blown trash -
nobody wanted to go in that 
direction. We were looking at ash 
products. But it wasn't feasible; 
the RFP raised a lot of concerns 
and the money was refunded." 

Boutwell added that a recent 
Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments study of the landfill 
site fotmd it was "11ght on the 
borderline" for financial viability 
as a site for solar power, although 
the abutting bum dump Inight be 
a better site for solar develop
ment. 

Should Montague continue to 
balance the budget "on the 
backs" of town employees? 

Chris Boutwell: "Nobody 
looks fo1ward to the budget being 
balanced on their backs. The 
employees feel like they're being 
chopped at. As far as the town 
employees go, we have such ded
icated town employees, they 
walk down to Subway and get a 
sandwich and bring it back here 
and work while they're eating 
their lunch. That's how dedicated 
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these people are. 
"The way econoinic times are, 

oven-ides aren't too favorable. 
You'd have to look at the total 
budget and see if you could find a 
few ways to regionalize projects. 
I don't think our finance commit
tee even has a total picture of how 
to balance the budget without 
taking money out of reserves." 

Margaret Pyfrom: Agrees with 
Boutwell; no rebuttal. 

Rachel Roy: "We do have a 
dedicated crew. It's dispiI'iting 
and negative to tiy to balance the 
budget on their backs. There is no 
way I'd suppo1t an ovenide. 
Look at the econoinic times. 

''I'd need to take a look at 
eve1ything. If I did a little Inicro
management, and took a look at 
the budgets, I'd try to find ways 
to sti·eamline or regionalize so 
that we could do better with what 
we've got." 

Should we use the Franklin 
Regional Council of 
Governments for services like 
health agent or building inspec
tor, or what regionalization 
efforts would you support? 

Rachel Roy: "I do not believe 
in a Council of Governments-nm 
collaboration. The COG has no 
accountability to anyone in this 
town. Our town officials have 
accountability to our voters, so I 
would like to keep it that way." 

Roy mentioned pooled health 
insurance purchases and working 
with "one or two local towns" for 
joint purchases of road mainte
nance equipment as possible 
avenues for fiscal savings and 
collaboration. 

Margaret Pyfrom: Agreed. "I 
don't know why we shouldn't 
collaborate like that." 

Chris Boutwell: "Regionali
zation studies are going on." But 
he cautioned if towns t11ed to 
jointly purchase "a plow t111ck, 
for example, eve1y town gets a 
snowsto1m at the same time, and 
the plow t111ck can only go to one 
town at a time." 

Boutwell pointed out the 
mayor of Greenfield recently 
detennined it would be cheaper 
to hire more building depaitment 
staff than "going with the COG" 
for inspection services. Boutwell 
also said the Montague boai·d of 
health had inquired what the 
COG would charge to provide 
Montague with health inspection 
se1vices, and heard back that the 
"COG couldn't handle providing 
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health inspection services for
Montague. They are there to sup-
plement town employees, not to
replace them.”

How should we deal with the
threat of forced regionalization,
especially for our schools?

Chris Boutwell: “This is not
the first time the state has come in
and told us to do something, and
provided no funding, and we’d
have to figure out whose pocket
to dig it out of. Franklin County
schools are on the state’s hit list,
because we’re so rural. I’m afraid
we’re going to be a target.
They’re going to try and make a
model out of us they can use in
other parts of the state.”

Margeret Pyfrom: No rebuttal.
Rachel Roy: “We used to have

regionalization out here. It was
called county government. The
state abolished that. Now they
want to bring it back because it’s
convenient. Quite frankly, the
state cannot tell us to do that.

“This is still America. We still,
as a small town, have the ability
to stand up and say, ‘No.’They’re
going to dangle the carrot and the
money. But you know what? This
town is smart enough and able
enough to get things done on our
own. It’s high time we get past
the dangling state financial carrot
and become independent, like we
always used to be.”

How do you view the relation-
ship of the town and the schools?

Chris Boutwell: “We’ve start-
ed the healing process. There’s a
long way to go. There’s a lot of
creativity out there that’s going to
result, down the road, in tapping
a volunteerism source to help out
some of the positions and come
out with a better operating school
district afterwards.”

Margaret Pyfrom: “When I
attended town meetings, it
seemed like everything the
school requested was voted
down. Their hands were tied.
There wasn’t any give. The town
didn’t seem to want to help the
schools or give them their
requests for finances. I didn’t see
any positive cooperation between
the school committee and the
town while I was a member of
town meeting” [from 2006 to
2009].

Rachel Roy: “What the super-
intendent told me is we’re out of
line with our per-pupil costs here,
and he’s looking at ways to bring

that per-pupil cost down. If
there’s been some historically
adversarial relations between the
town and the schools, what we’re
going to see as this new superin-
tendent gets his feet on the
ground, we’re going to find a
way to make the town and school
relationship function smoothly.
All the more reason to keep the
state out of it. 

“Let’s work it out. We’re all
mature adults. There’s no reason
we can’t do that.”

Where would you cut the town
budget?

Margaret Pyfrom: “I’d cut all
the local reporters.” [Laughter.]

“I’d have to investigate the
town budget. We’re working on a
shoestring as it is.”

Rachel Roy: “Every time
budgets get tight, you hear, ‘Cut!
Cut! Cut!’What I would prefer to
see is increased revenues. I
would rather spend my time and
effort and energy looking for
ways to increase revenue and
then look for ways to streamline
what we already have so we’re
operating at peak efficiency, if
we’re not doing so already. I’d
rather see us get new business
and industry in here to increase
the tax base.”

Chris Boutwell: “I concur. We
definitely need more industry,
and more revenue. I would defi-
nitely not be in favor of cutting
any of the town services. They’re
all at bare bones right now. We’ve
closed town hall on Fridays to
save heat, electricity and air con-
ditioning. People pay taxes, and
they expect a certain amount of
services.”

How much time would you
devote to the job if elected, and
what strengths would you bring
to the position?

Margaret Pyfrom: “I have
time on my hands. I would dedi-
cate as much time as possible.
Not on Fridays, obviously,
because town hall is not open on
Fridays.

“Because I am new to politics,
I would bring a lot to the table,
with my queries and concerns
about the future of the town of
Montague. I would bring a lot of
innovative ideas to the table.”

Rachel Roy: “I’m one of the
newly unemployed, so I have
some time on my hands. It’s a
good time to get started on some-
thing like this. I’d expect to dedi-

cate 20 hours a week to the
selectboard.

“I’ve got years of budgeting
and marketing and business
development experience. I know
the lingo. I can talk to business
people. I can talk to politicians.
I’m not afraid to speak up. I hap-
pen to have learned a lot in
American History, so I know the
American Constitution, and my
rights, and our rights as a small
town. I’m kind of fearless when I
approach these things. I’ve got
integrity and honesty. So I would
offer that as my contribution.”

Chris Boutwell: “Just what it
takes, just like any other commit-
tee I’m on. You can’t really put a
time limit on it. You get involved
and you do what you have to do.”

Would you aggressively pur-
sue a Native American park for
Turners Falls?

Rachel Roy: “I’m part
Micmac. It just really bothers me
we don’t have anything like that
up here [exploring the culture of
the Northeastern tribes]. Would I
pursue it aggressively? I certainly
would. There is tons of grant
money out there. There are many
people who are willing to put
some time, effort and energy into
this. We’ve got a good place to
locate it, in the paper mill build-
ing. The town has decided to fol-
low up on this, and it just has
really good energy to it.

“This was at one time a huge
gathering spot for Native

Americans. So it builds on that
healing energy that’s been going
on between the town and the
tribes. A cultural center would be
a huge tourism attraction. I do not
ever want to see casinos, but it
could become an educational
center for the whole region. I
would pursue it aggressively.”

Margaret Pyfrom: “Montague
could use something like that.
However, are we going to call it a
park? Turners Falls has an awful
lot of parks. I would pursue it, not
in a park sort of way, more as a
museum or center. But I do look
at the Native American aspect of
our culture as letting people
know the history of Montague.
That would bring tourists.”

Chris Boutwell: “We are defi-
nitely rich in history and culture
around here. More of a possibili-
ty might be the old Cumberland
Farms building [on the corner of
Avenue A and 2nd Street]. The
grant could be tied in with River
Culture and the Discovery
Center. We would use it as a
tourist attraction. People would
come when they are visiting
Franklin County.” 

What is your favorite aspect of
Montague?

Rachel Roy: “I just love where
I live. I live overlooking Barton
Cove. I get to look down on
Unity Park. I get to hear the voic-
es of happy people down there all
the time. I get to see the eagles
flying through my yard. 

“I love the people I meet
around here. I find it’s really
interesting as far as the socio-eco-
nomics. I come from a small
paper mill town in Maine. I can
relate very easily to people here
in that regard. My family is
French Canadian; I spoke only
French until grade school.

“I love the cultural diversity of
this town. We’ve got a large
French Canadian population
here, we’ve got the Polish people,
we’ve got the Irish people, we’ve
got the Native Americans; we
have new immigrants that have
recently come in. I love what
could happen here if we all con-
tinue in a positive way to move
forward with the town.”

Margaret Pyfrom: “I love the
people. I moved here 20 years
ago. I lived down in the South
End. Fifteen years ago I ran for
selectman. I walked around the
neighborhood and introduced
myself. Mostly it was older

women who had come here when
they were children. I love listen-
ing to the older generation tell me
what Montague used to be.”

Chris Boutwell: “Montague
has five villages, each unique for
different reasons. I definitely
enjoy talking to senior citizens in
the community. If something is
bothering them, they let you
know about it. I’ve fought for the
public health nurse so many
times to help protect them over
the years. Most all of
them remember that.”
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GILL from pg 7 
been to enough school commit
tee meetings and looked at the 
school budget closely enough to 
fully answer that question. I'd 
have to have more infonnation. 
There is a long histo1y with 
Montague. I tend to believe the 
towns ofN01thfield, Bemardston 
and Leyden are more similar to 
Gill, so the Pioneer Regional 
School District may be a better 
fit for us. But we'd need to look 
at all the impacts, the impact to 
Montague.Just because we can 
do something, doesn't mean it's 
the right thing to do." 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~oWA 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

Co1npost 
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delivery 5 cubic yards (truck holds 
IO yards) Delivery charge $40 + 

up depending an location or can be 
loaded on your truck at the farm. 

Call and ask for Peter. 

(9 78) 544-3806 

and seasoned 
cordwood 

for sale. 
Call for more details. 
Diemand Farm 

126 Mormon Hollow Road 
Wendell, MA O 1379 

978 544-3806 

What concrete steps should 
the town take to either cut 
expenses or raise new revenue? 

Nancy Griswold: "Cutting 
expenses - I believe we're tmly 
at ve1y bare bones. All of our 
depaitments ai·e mnning on the 
minimum. I don't think it's sus
tainable over the long nm. 

"We need to be creative. 
Boston doesn't seem to be com
ing up with anything new. 
Adjusting Proposition 2 ½ just 
puts the onus on the taxpayers, 
and we have a lot of senior citi
zens in Gill. 

"We're in a Catch-22 situa
tion. I don't want to lose any 
more se1vices. We're going to 
have to buckle down and see 
how to make the right decisions. 

"I'd have to look at the budg
et line by line, and talk with 
depaitment heads. I'm not sure 
there is a lot left to cut. On the 
other hand, I'm not sure there is 
a lot of new revenue available for 
us to tap into. We can't keep 
increasing fees on local resi
dents; they have a limited 
amount of money. You may have 
to make some difficult cuts. But 
if you need to cut, you have to be 
ready to make that decision." 

What would you like to see 
happen with the Riverside 
Municipal Building? 

Nancy Griswold: "My ideal 
would be if the Native 
Americans bought the Riverside 
Municipal Building and shai·ed 
the building with our historical 
society. That would be a good 
deal for the town, and eve1yone 
would win." 

Randy Crochier: "I think we 
could use that prope1ty more fre
quently for farmers mai·kets. The 
Friends of Gill use it for an ruts 
and craft fair in the fall. Maybe 
some group could be fotmd to do 
a similai· event in the spring to 
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take advantage of the traffic on 
Route 2, and the neai·by boat 
ramp." 

Should the town take a more 
active role in the relicensing of 
Vermont Yankee, and if so, how? 

Nancy Griswold: "Politically, 
I don't know how to go about it. 
If they were to be relicensed, 
they'd have to come to grips with 
an eno1mous amotmt of things, 
and be honest with the residents 
of our towns. If they can't do 
that, it shouldn't be relicensed. 

"I think each town in the 
evacuation zone should have an 
referendum on the question, to 
get the opinions of all residents." 

Randy Crochier: "Because 
half of our town is in the ten-inile 
zone, we ai·e more involved than 
other towns. We should take the 
question to town meeting, and 
see what the residents of town 
have to say, before the town 
takes action." 

[Editor 3' note: In 2008, Gill 
town meeting voted unanimously 
to join with 11 other Franklin 
County towns in the evacuation 
zone of Vermont Yankee in 
opposing the relicensing of the 
Vermont Yankee nuclear plant.] 

Has Gill done all it should to 

bylaw, we've formed an agricul
h1ral commission, we've pre
se1ved APR land. We should be 
hying to save as much open 
space as we can, building in the 
right ai·eas while prese1ving our 
assets. We have some of the best 
soil in the Valley." 

Afew years back, the treasur
er for the Riverside Water 
District was found to be embez
zling district funds. Do you think 
there is sufficient oversight of the 
Water District, or should it be 
brought into town hall as a town 
department? 

Nancy Griswold: "I think the 
water commission did an out
standing job in finding out what 
happened, taking cai·e of busi
ness, ve1y carefully going over 
the books, backn·acking to find 
out who, what, why and where. 
They do an excellent job. They 
ai·e very well monitored. The 
commissioners do an excellent 
job, and they should stay right 
where they ai·e." 

Randy Crochier: "I believe 
the town accmmtant should have 
some oversight over their books, 
because it does have a huge 
impact on the town of Gill, not 
just the water disn'ict." 

preserve its agricultural base, or Should the town hire a third 
what further steps should it take police officer? 
to support agriculture in town? 

Nancy Griswold: "I think we 
do a lot. The town suppo1ts agri
cultural business in a big way. 
I'm ve1y proud of that. We've 
got some beautiful land and 
faims, and the conservation com
mission takes wonderful cai·e of 
that. The town is very proactive 
in sustaining agricultural proper
ty and agricultural business." 

Randy Crochier: "I think Gill 
has been ve1y forward thinking. 
We've passed the Right to Frum 

Nancy Griswold: "Yes. How 
we're going to fund it, I don't 
know. But the issues brought up 
by the [consultants'] sh1dy I was 
already awai·e of. I have worked 
with a lot of police chiefs, in a lot 
of towns. They are working 
tmder a lot of sn·ess. Not many 
town residents realize that a lot 
of what our police force had 
done and a lot of their equipment 
has been purchased out of com
mtmity policing funding, and 
that's gone now. David and Chris 
ai·e really stretched. They are 
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doing an excellent job. But it's a 
borderline simation for two peo
ple to cover this town 24/7." 

Randy Crochier: "I don't 
think it's a matter of whether we 
should have three officers. It's 
the cost, either way. 

"If elected, I would sit down 
with our police chief, with the 
Council of Govemments, with 
police chiefs of neighboring 
towns, to gather the opinion of 
people about the appropriate 
level of coverage, then weigh 
those factors against the cost of a 
third officer. Where does that 
cost come from? Do we take a 
man off the highway depa1t
ment?" 

Has the town received fair 
ex.change for the services it pro
vides the Northfield Mount 
Hennon School, or what more 
would you do to seek a fair 
ex.change with NMH if elected? 

Nancy Griswold: "I'd like to 
sit down with them. I know 
they've been hit ve1y hard by the 
recession, but they've put up a 
lot of incredible buildings. We 
should sit down to see if we can 
work out a little more financial 
help from them. 

"We cannot buy a new fire 
tl1.1ck without their help. 
Otherwise, we can't afford one. 
That hmts us and it hmts them. 
They ai·e not paying any taxes. If 
they were a little fi'iendlier mon
eta1'ily, it would defmitely be 
appreciated, and we've defmitely 
eained it." 

Randy Crochier: "I think con
tinuing an open line of dialogue 
with NMH has always been cen
tral to the town. We should ask 
them for things. With all the 
building going on up there, we 
need to make sure their infra
stmchlre doesn't grow so lai·ge 
that ours can't take cai·e 11•■.., 
of it." ~ 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
Strokes, and Other Problems 

• Unexplained changes in 
finances. 

Recently, the U.S. 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. What are the 
most common symptoms that 
you're having a stroke? 

The most common stroke 
symptoms include: sudden 
numbness, weakness, or paralysis 
of the face, rum or leg - usually 
on one side of the body; trouble 
talking or understanding; sudden 
bltmed, double or decreased 
vision; dizziness, loss of balance 
or coordination; a sudden 
headache with a stiff neck, facial 
pain, pain between the eyes, 
vomiting or altered conscious
ness; confusion, or problems with 
memo1y, spatial orientation or 
perception. 

ERVING from pg 1 

plete list of hazardous chemicals 
present in the town. 

The board approved requests 
by Dan Hammock to make the 
veterans memorial committee 
"the focal point" for all inquiries 
and maintenance tasks associated 
with upkeep of the veterans mon
uments in town, pa1ticularly in 
advance of holidays like 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 
Hammock said he would also 
endeavor to update the memorial 
stones to include the names of 
any veterans who have served in 
foreign wars and have lived in 
Erving for at least ten yeru·s. 

Hammock also requested and 
received the board's approval to 
serve as the town's "horticultural 
consultant," to take cru·e of plant
ings along Route 2 on town
owned land, using his own nurs
e1y stock, and working as a vol
unteer. 

Hammock said he envisioned 
Erving becoming a destination 
spot for tourists, to view "Azalea 
Alley," once he gets through 
transforming the plantings along 
Route 2. 

The boru·d accepted an action 

During a stroke, brain cells are 
deprived of oxygen and nutrients. 
They begin to die. The earlier a 
stroke is treated, the better the 
results. 

In the USA, stroke is the third
leading cause of death behind 
heart disease and cancer. It is the 
leading cause of adult disability. 

Your doctor has many diag
nostic tools for stroke. Among 
these are: physical exam, blood 
tests, carotid ultrasonography to 
check the cru·otid a1teries in your 
neck, arteriography to view ruter
ies in your brain, a computerized 
tomography (CT) scan of the 
neck and brain, a magnetic reso
nance imaging (MRI) of the 
brain, among others. 

Q. How bad does it have to be 
before you can say you 're consti
pated? 

The clinical definition of con
stipation is any two of the follow
ing symptoms for at least 12 
weeks (not necessarily consecu
tive) in the previous year: strain
ing during bowel movements, 

plan developed in conjunction 
with the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments for 
making Eiving eligible for Green 
Commtmity status, although 
Tessier made it clear he did not 
support passing the voluntary 
stretch energy building code as 
part of that plan. 

The board approved spending 
$17,500 from previously appro
priated fonds to pay Tighe and 
Bond to perform an asbestos sur
vey of the fo1mer Usher Mill, in 
prepru·ation for demolishing that 
derelict mill complex. 

Tessier repo1ted that the 
Eiving Paper Mill has dete1mined 
the source of a small copper leak 
at the wastewater treatment plant. 
Appru·ently, the copper line used 
to test levels in the chlorine con
tact tank was itself the source of 
the copper leachate getting into 
the Millers River in trace 
amounts. That copper line will no 
longer be used to test levels at the 
chlorine contact tank, Tessier 
said. 

The Commonwealth has 
approved Eiving's request to 
name a section of Route 2 after 
fo1mer selectboru·d member and 
Route 2 Task Force chair Dennis 

MARK OP EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WINNER 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Professional 

Phone (413) 173-3678 

lumpy or hard stool, sensation of 
obstmction or incomplete evacu
ation, fewer than three bowel 
movements per week. 

Those reporting constipation 
most often are women and adults 
age 65 and over. Constipation is 
one of the most common gas
trointestinal complaints in the 
United States 

Common causes of constipa
tion include: insufficient intake of 
fiber and liquids, lack of exercise, 
medications, older age, and abuse 
of laxatives. 

Many seniors eat a low-fiber 
diet that causes constipation. 
Some lose interest in eating and 
choose convenience foods low in 
fiber. Others have difficulties 
chewing or swallowing; this 
leads them to eat soft processed 
foods low in fiber. Aging may 
affect bowel regularity because a 
slower metabolism results in less 
intestinal activity and muscle 
tone. 

Some medications can cause 
constipation. They include: pain 

Rindone. 
The board approved spending 

$7,200 to purchase a new com
puter se1ver for town hall, from 
fimds previously appropriated for 
that purchase. 

Then, eve1ybody had a slice of 
red velvet cake in honor of 
Tessier's retirement from the 
boru·d. 

''You taught me a lot in the last 
couple of years," said board 
member Andrew Goodwin. "We 
haven't always agreed on eve1y
thing." 

''It would be boring ifwe did," 
rejoined Tessier. 

''It's been a pleasure se1ving 
with you," Goodwin concluded. 

''We're going to miss you," 
added Margaret Sullivan. 
''You're the experience on the 
boru·d." 

The boru·d will now shift to 
Thursday evening meetings, to 
better accommodate Goodwin 
and Jaime Hackett's work sched
ules. 

Hackett has missed the last 
three consecutive meetings. 

The next meeting of the 
Erving selectboard will take place 
on Thursday, May 111!11 
13th, at 6:30 p.m. 1111 

medications ( especially nar
cotics), antacids that contain alu
minum and calcium, blood pres
sure medications ( calcium chan
nel blockers), antiparkinson 
diugs, antispasmodics, antide
pressants, iron supplements, 
diuretics and anticonvulsants. 

Q. Are there telltale signs that 
an older person is being abused? 

If you're concerned an older 
adult might need help, these ru·e 
symptoms to look for: 

• Physical injury, such as a 
bmise, cut, bum, rope mark, 
sprain or broken bone. 

• Refosal of the caregiver to 
allow you to visit the older per
son alone. 

• Indications of dehydration, 
malnourishment, weight loss and 
poor hygiene. 

• Negative behavior, such as 
agitation, withdi·awal, expres
sions of fear or apathy. 

Administration on Aging found 
that more than a half-million peo
ple over the age of 60 are abused 
or neglected each year. About 90 
percent of the abusers ru·e related 
to the victims. 

What is elder abuse? It can 
take a vru'iety of fo1ms: physical, 
sexual, emotional, and financial. 
Neglect of an older person also is 
within the umbrella of elder 
abuse. 

All 50 states have elder-abuse 
prevention laws and have set up 
reporting systems. Adult 
Protective Services (APS) agen
cies investigate reports of sus
pected elder abuse. To report 
elder abuse, contact your APS 
office. You can find the telephone 
numbers at the website operated 
by The National Adult Protective 
Se1vices Association. Go to: 
wwiv. apsnetwork org/ 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

Pioneer Valley Institute offers Timber Program 
The Pioneer Valley Institute 

presents "Buying Local Timber: 
Consumption and Techniques of 
Supplying Our Own Demand" 
on Thursday evening, May 13th, 
at GCC's Downtown Center, 
270 Main Street, Gre.enfield. 
The program, which is free and 
open to the public, begins at 
7:00 pm. Kate Marquis and Jeff 

Hutchins, forestiy students at 
UMass, will discuss in layman's 
te1ms many of the issues con
fronting the public and the lum
ber industiy today. There will be 
a question and answer session 
after their presentation. 

For more info1mation, email 
pvi@gccmass.edu or leave a 
message at 413-775-1671. 

Guiding Good Choices 
Free Parent Education 

A 5-week Program for Parents, Grandparents, 
Caregivers of Children Ages 9 to 14 
Thursdays, May 6th through June 3rd 

G11iding Good Choices is a workshop for parents of s/11-
denfs in grades 4-8 designed lo help fa111ilies g11ide their 

children thro11gh the 'tween' years. 

Dinner, Childcare & T ransporlafion provided 
ALL MEETINGS 6 - 8 PM Dinner at 5:J0 p111 

Montague Catholic Social Ministries 
41 Third Street, Turners Falls MA O 1376 

Contact Rachel Lively to register: 
rachel@mcsmcommunity.org or (413) 863-4804, ext. 2) 

~ntogu,c Cutholic 
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BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER-

Without the flier in Ruby's 
school backpack, Rita Tinker 
would never have found out 
about the "Be A Locavore" kick
off swap. The idea sounded per
fect. "Heck, we've practically 
been locavores since before there 
was a fancy word for eating local 
food," Rita reflected. They ate 
venison from Billy's deer hunt 
eve1y year, and half their vegeta
bles came from their own garden. 
So with a little extra effo1t, by 
eating food grown within 100 
Iniles of their home, they could 
show the Go Green Fainily 
judges they were reducing their 
carbon footprint and supporting 
local farms at the same time. 

MEETING from pg 1 
opposed spending a combination 
of $1.25 Inillion from free cash, 
$500,000 from taxation, and 
$650,000 transferred from 
unspent ftmds from other projects 
to build the new center, Dan 
Hammock said, "We just don't 
think the taxpayers of Erving 
should spend $2.4 Inillion on it. 
We keep hearing the economy's 
getting better. When all these 
road projects ai·e done, what's 
next? Look at Spain, Greece and 
Portugal. There ai·e no jobs for 
anyone to have." 

Hammock said the move by 
the selectboard to finance the 

She and Ruby had to talk Alex 
and Billy into becoming loca
vores for the two months. 

"Do I get to eat meat?" Alex 
wanted to know. 

"Sure, so long as it's local," 
Ruby answered "Of course we 
have our own chickens, and we'll 
look for someone around here 
who is raising beef or lamb." 

"The only grains that grow 
around here are com, Rita!" Billy 
pointed out. Does that mean 
we're stuck with com and pota
toes for two months?" 

"Let's find out!" she 
answered. 

A day later, a Subam wagon 
filled with the four Tinkers and a 
basket of their hens' freshly laid 
eggs chugged up a twisty <lilt 
road and came to rest beside a 
ramshackle house on a grassy 

project from available ftmds, 
avoiding the need to achieve a 
two thirds majority required for 
bo1rnwing or taking money from 
the town's $5 Inillion stabiliza
tion ftmd amotmted to "snooker
ing" the voters. 

"The Erving Paper Mill is in 
Chapter 8 bankruptcy," said 
Antonio Rubinacchio. "Without 
that mill, we'll have to operate 
the treatment plant. The economy 
is bad. We're throwing money 
away. It's going to cost us an arm 
and a leg to build this building." 

Rubinacchio wained the $2.4 
million estimate for construction 
could swell to "$4, $5, $6 Inil-

~t clear Choi 
~o b ~~ 
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hill, sunounded by about a dozen 
cars. 

"Come on in," a voice inside 
yelled. 

The door opened to reveal a 
crowd of over 30 people making 
their way around a series of 
tables with big signs and stacks 
of food: honey, maple syrnp, 
dried com, and the first greens of 
the season-spinach and lettuce. 
People behind the tables were 
taking money and making 
change. It felt like an indoor 
farmers mai·ket. 

A woman in muddy jeans 
handed Rita a package labeled 
"Westem Massachusetts 
Locavore Starter Kit." Inside the 
kit was a map that conesponded 
to a directo1y of local farms. 
There was a list of "hard to find" 
items that included oil, flour, and 

lion," before the new center was 
built. 

But Bruce Htmter, the town's 
project manager for the senior 
center project said, "I feel 
obliged to let you know, the plans 
have been completed. All pe1mits 
have been received. The ai·chitect 
has built 30 - 40 senior centers 
recently; he has a ve1y good idea 
what the costs are. The senior 
center building cominittee has 
spent a great deal of time devel
oping these plans. We estimate 
the bidding process will result in 
a lower dollar figure because of 
the favorable bidding climate." 

Selectboard chair Andi·ew 
Goodwin backed him up, saying, 
''Now is the best time to go out 

r 
Tinber Family 

~ .J:::-< 
. 

- ,,..,.__ 
Billy, 50 Rita, 49 

Bus Mechanic Yoga Instructor 

diybeans. 
"Why don't you make your 

shopping list first, then you can 
wander ai·otmd," advised their 
host. The Tinkers sat down 
together and made this list: 

Eggs, tomato sauce, spinach, 
Swiss chard, peas, chicken, goat 
milk - our own Jann 
Lamb - Leyden Glen Lamb 
Beef - Hager Brothers Farm, 
Colrain 
Dried beans - Long Plain Fann, 
Whately 
Eggs, maple syrup - Davenport 
Maple Fann, Shelburne 
Onions, kale, brussels sprouts -
Atherton Fann, Buckland 
Wheat, barley - Four Star 
Fanns, Northfield 

for bids to build a senior center," 
though he cautioned, "it does add 
more infrastructure and ongoing 
costs to the town, costs we will 
have to pay." 

Rising stiffly to his feet to give 
the finance cominittee's minority 
view, Pete Cavanaugh said, "Half 
the people in town ai·e senior cit
izens. The other half are getting 
to be that old. I endorse the senior 
center 100%." 

Brenda Silva said, "The town 
didn't fall apait when we built a 
$2 Inillion police station. It's not 
going to fall apait when we build 
a $2 Inillion senior center. We 
don't have a choice but to suppo1t 
the people who grew this town 
and built this town." 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Domestic on Gunn Street 

Tuesday, 4/27 Friday, 4/30 
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Alex, 17 

. ~ 
Ruby, 10 

Potatoes - Atlas Farm & 
Greenfields Market Coop 
Goat cheese - Laughing Dog 
Fann 
Asparagus, spinach, chard, salad 
greens - Seeds of Solidarity 
Fann, Green.fields Market Coop 
Wznter squash - Steady Lane 
Fann, Ashfield 
Milk, strawberries, raspberries -
Upinngil Fann, Gill 

"Uh-oh" said Alex. "No 
peanut butter or catsup." 

"You can make catsup," said 
the man next to Rita on the 
couch. "Hi - I'm Bob. I've got a 
fantastic catsup recipe. Would 
you like to buy some grass-fed 
beef?" 

Continued ne.--ct issue. 

Joyce Bissell had the last 
word. 

''You yotmger people don't 
think about it now, but you will 
need this senior center some day. 
Your childi·en will move away. 
Your spouses will die. You will 
be alone. There ai·e signs at both 
ends of town saying, "Erving, a 
Great Town to Live in." Well, 
maybe after tonight it will be. For 
eve1ybody." 

With less ado,. the meeting 
approved a $3.75 Inillion operat
ing budget for the town, and a 
$3.06 Inillion school budget 

After much debate, $500,000 
to demolish the derelict Usher 
Mill was also approved. 

II 
side of road. Checked area. 
Unable to locate. Local resi
dents stated they were 
unaware of anything. 
Satwday,5/1 

5:05 p.m. Assisted Orange 
police department at 
Prospect Street, Orange, in 
the arrest of three male sub
jects involved in an alterca
tion. 

9:15 a.m. Barking dog com
plaint on Pratt Street. 
Checked area. Nothing 
fotUld. 

12:59 p.m. Barking dog 
complaint on Pratt Street. 
Checked area. Nothing 
fotUld. 

I0:20 a.m. Barking dog 
complaint on Pratt Street. 
Checked area. No dog cotJd 
be heard barking. 

12:19 a.m. Black bear roan1-
ing in the middle of 
Motllltain Road with a bag 
of bird feed. Same took off 
int.o woods. 

W edncsday, 4/28 
8:30 a.m. Report of a noise 
disturbance at French King 
Highway address. Neighbor 
playing drums t.oo loudly. 
Advised tenant to speak with 
landlord. 

5:40 p.m. Noise complaint 
at a French King Highway 
address. Spoke t.o resident 
regarding complaint. Agreed 
to keep it down. 

6:35 p.m. Report of a male 
subject in a vehicle threaten
ing a resident on Gunn 
Street. Checked area. Vehicle 

gone upon arrival. 
7:00 p.m. Report of live 
an11mU1ition fotmd in mid
dle of roadway. Reporting 
party stated they placed it on 

Sunday. 5/2 
I:24 a.m. Report of possi
ble domestic disturbance on 
Gunn Street. Found t.o be 
husband and wife arguing. 
All verbal. Wife left for the 
night. 
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Seniors 
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homes 
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Robert Schmid 
Home Repair 
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Licensed and Insured 
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Carpentry, Painting and Handyman Services 
413-548-9360 rs.home.repair@gmail.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 cjmorin2011@yahoo.com 

• Paving 
• Excavating 

--• Demolition 

• Power. Sweeping 
• andscaping 
• Seal Coating 

~Septi Turpers:Falls,,, 
41!3. 772.2155 

cell: 325.5596 
WVfW • .J>arlowpavingexcavating.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

THURSDAY, MAY 6th 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

110 Industrial Blvd., Turners Falls. 
$12/$10 for 65 and over or 12 and 
under. wwwjaduke.com. 

SATURDAY, MAY 8th 
Valley Idol, Jr., an a cap-

~ pella singing competi-
~ lion for students 8 to 17 
~ years old. First round 
=' try-outs: 5/8 at 9 30 a.m. 
~ $20 to register (see 
S above listing). Audience 
8 admission for all dates: 
"' ~ $5. Round 2: 5/15 and 

5/22 at 9:30 a.m. 

Fascinating Frogs at 
Northfield Mountain: 

THURSDAY, MAY 13th 
Internationally-acclaimed cellist Matt 
Haimovitz performance to benefit The 

GREENFIELD 
f;,&.1)1)1:~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 
www.gardencinemas.net 

Showtimes for 
Fri . May 7th to Thurs., May 13th 

1. DEATH AT FUNERAL 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 R 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 inDTSsound 

15 

2. IRON MAN 2 PG13 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3 00 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
3. HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 
DRAGON PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
4. DATE NIGHT PG13 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 

Deja Brew, Millers Falls The Relics, '50s 
& '60s Rock with Brian Mallet & Lefty 
Cullen, 8 to 10 p.m. 

T raprock Peace Center, Greenfield show
ing two films People To People.· Pastors 
For Peace. Followed by Sin Embargo 
(Nevertheless). 7 p.m. Free, donations 
encouraged. Sponsored by Pioneer 
Valley Cuba Solidarity Committee. 

ularized by The White Stripes or Jucifer, 
they differentiate themselves by writing 
songs that emphasize dynamics over 
catchy hooks or pummeling riffs. 8 p m , 
$5. www.myspace.com/friendsofyours. 

Kirtan with Shubalananda and Ashley 

Exploring Life Cycles with 
Rachel Roberts. At Northfield 
Mountain 10 to 11 :30 a.m. A 
variety of hands-on science 
and art activities connected to 

Vance Gilbert at the St. James 
Coffeehouse, Greenfield on 

Saturday, Mt!)' 8th. Opening ad: 
ambeR RJ,barth at 7:15 p.m. 

Food Bank and 
Rachel's Table. 
Renowned for his 
fearless and vir
tuosic perform
ances, Haimovitz 
performs with his 
eight-piece cello 
ensemble 
Uccello, com
prised of top stu
dents from 
Montreal's McGill 
University, for a 
program of new 
arrangements of 
Jazz classics 
including arrange
ments by David 

FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 215 
5. THE LOSERS 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 PG13 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. FURRY VENGEANCE 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall 
Town String Band, 7:30 p.m. no cover. 

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY, 
MAY 6th to 8th 
Northfield Mount Hermon student dancers 
and two guest artists team up for 
Rhapsody, the highly charged spring per
formance of the Senior and Junior Dance 
Companies. 7:30 p.m. in the Rhodes Arts 
Center theater. $2 for NMH students, fac
ulty, staff, or children; $7 for all others. 
Reservations dancetickets@nmh
school.org. Rhapsody will feature tango, 
West African, jazz, modem, hip hop and 
ballet-inspired pieces with guest choreog
raphy by Marilyn Sylla and Megan 
Buchanan Cherry '91. 

FRIDAY, MAY 7th 
Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Friends Of Yours with Sway Despite their 
cheery name, Friends of Yours' music is a 
brooding, intense experience. Building on 
the increasingly common boy/girl duo pop-

Songwriter Skve Nelson at the Bookmi/1, 
Montogm Center on Fridqy, Mqy 14th, 8 p.m. 

Flagg perform at Unity in the Pioneer 
Valley, Greenfield, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett Anderson, 
renegade blues, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: High Country, 
Low-Fi with Jeffrey Foucault and friends, 
9 p.m.$5 cover. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 7th & 8th 
The Shea Theater's Fifth Annual Valley 
Idol begins. A benefit for the Shea 
Theater, Turners Falls. Auditions start at 6 
p.m. Register as a contestant: (must be 
18 years old) www.theshea.org or call 
Shea Theater 863-2281. Audience 
Admission: $3 (first night only). Round 1: 
5/8 at 7 p.m. Continues 5/15 and 5/22. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: The 
General. With live music by electric cellist 
Gideon Freudmann. The hilarious, gentle, 
fanciful and beautifully done 1927 silent 
film about love in the time of Civil War. 
Buster Keaton with Marion Mack. No pre
purchase tickets accepted. $1 O; $5 for 
kids. Music before the movie at 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
MAY 7th to 9th 
JaDuke Inc. presents Noises Off. Hilarity 
and mind-boggling mayhem written by 
Michael Frayn, Noises Off premiered in 
London in 1982, winning both the Evening 
Standard and the Olivier awards for Best 
Comedy, and ran in the West End for 
nearly five years. It opened on Broadway 
in 1983 and was nominated for the Tony 
Award for Best Play. Friday & Saturday at 
8 p.m. Sundays at 2 p.m. Continues 5/14 
to 5/16. At the JaDuke Black Box Theater, 

life cycles, with a focus on frogs. Brief 
story time about the life of tree frogs. 
Weather permitting, time to investigate 
the ponds and other wildlife outside. 
(dress appropriately). This workshop is 
free and for families with young children. 
Pre-register (800) 859-2960. 

Crabapple Blossom Festival Family 
Concert in Peskeompskut Park, Turners 
Falls. Family friendly band 3Potato4, for
merly the Juice Boxes, 10:30 a.m. In case 
of rain, the concert will be held in the 
Carnegie Library. Information, call the 
library, 863-3214. 

Book sighning with local author Wilson 
Roberts at World Eye Bookshop, 
Greenfield, 11 to 1 p.m. His latest book: 
Incident On Tuckerman Court with illustra
tions by Lisa Henry. (413) 772-2186. 

Opening reception for: Coordinates of 
Self, an exhibition of new work by 
Montague artists Karen Chapman, 
Belinda Lyons-Zucker, and Claudine 
Mussuto, 2nd Street Baking Co., Turners 
Falls, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Lantern Hill House Concert, 21 Plain 
Road, Wendell: Anna Coogan, 
singer/songwriter. 7 p.m., 6 p.m. potluck. 
www.annacoogan.com. 

Christina's Tavern, Erving The Reprobate 
Band, jazz and blues, 7 to 11 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Carrie Ferguson, 
uriginal folk rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Left Ear Trio, 
9 30 pm, (see ad this page). 

SUNDAY, MAY 9th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter 
Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, acoustic trio -
warped americana, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
KARAOKE, 8 p.m. no cover. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12th 
Great Falls Farmers Market. On the lawn 
near the Discovery Center, Avenue 
A,Tumers Falls. 2 to 6 p.m. Rain or shine 
every Wednesday. 

Sanford. 7 30 
p.m. at the National Yiddish Book Center, 
Amherst. Tickets $18; $5 for students. 

FRIDAY, MAY 14th 
Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 

in DTS sound PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. A NIGHTMARE ON ELM 
STREET in DTS sound R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 

Steve Nelson with local favorite Dave 
Dersham opening. Nelson has enjoyed "' 

FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

an eclectic and award-winning career. 8 ~ ~ 
p.m. www.stevenelson.org. 

1
~ I 

~ 
~ Great Falls Coffeehouse, Great Falls ~ ~ 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: Green ~ ~ 
River String Band, 7 to 9 p.m. Alternative I Draft Great I 
country originals, bluegrass and old-time 

1
~ Beer Food ; 

fiddle tunes by Mark Koyama, Eveline Fine Wine ~ 
MacDougall, Charlie Conant, & Doug ~ 

Reid. ffl Fridax, 5/7 9 to 11 p.m. ffl 
~ M&ff A~orl\ Renegade Blues ~ i Saturday, 5/8 9 to 11 p.m. I 
~ C:am4 F.,.~~Original Folk Rock I I Sunday, 5/9 8 to 10 p.m. ; i .S+eve Vow, PdetKim ! 

SATURDAY, MAY 15th 
Free Saturday hot lunch (bbq turkey, sal
ads, dessert) with a family-friendly focus 
(puppets, games, gardening, alacasl) 
noon to 3 p.m. at the Montague Farm Zen 
House, 177 Ripley Road, Montague. 
Free. Transportation available! Please 
call Karen Werner at 367-5275, or email 
Karen@zenpeacemakers.com. 

Ill SPIT THI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Frte ( excq,I some trips), open to l0&ol 
teens. Some require permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiw:d Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 

!vfemonal Hall nieater 

POlH□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

May 7th & 8th 
TIIE GENERAL 

With live music by electric cellist Gideon 
Freudmann. The hiarious, gentle, fanciful and 
beautifully done silent film about love in the line of 
Civi War. 1927. B&W. NR 75 min. $10/$5 kids 

Music 1/2 hour before the movie 
Fri. 3Po4ato4 - sily pop songs for children 
Sat. Chris Scanlon & The Other Guys 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

~ ancld=F~~ g 

~ 9 78-5 44-BREW j ! 5 7 A Lockes Village Road I 
~ Next to the Wendell Countzy Store ~ 
~ www.DejaBrewPub.com ~ 

Fiil. 5/7 
7pm FREE· Jim Olsen IWRSII spins 

honky-tonk: RENDEZVOUS RAMBLE 
9:30 $5 (classic country) 

HIGH COUNTRY, LOW-Ft 
w. Jeffrey Foucault. David "Goody" 
Goodrich. 8. other Valley alt-stars .... 

SAT. 5/8 9:30 $3 
LEFT EAR TRIO 
(new spin on a classic hammond 
organ jazz/fu,k from NYC) 

Slll 5/9 8pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE!!! 

78 TIIRD STREET 
TIREIIS Fill$ 
'lltEVOD.E1' 413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~or~! Painting &Ho2!~ 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monument.s ¥-1fiYJVC 

~~ ~ People often come to see us 

because their porents 

ond their grandparents did. 

We're proud to hove 

1h01 kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 

• Goryond Nancy Melen 

The perfect remembrance· 

~" We engr'!ve cf 
memories 

J that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREE.COM :'tt• 
Wendell, JIIA , •,• ~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie1 ""· (t,~ 

Abo.ft Pace 
Computer Solutions 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair @" Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• C~@y/SlloM Smi~~Wlll'8 
• P@W®try 

• ~001Je Ari Dw@wo01Jg$ a01Jd 
IF@omillo01l~$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET • lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

111111 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 
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Aqua Strini! Band a Bil! Hit in Turners Falls 

BY ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE 

- The Philadelphia Aqua 
String Band perfo1med to 
resounding applause at the aium
al Gill Montague Education Fund 
Gala held on Sunday, April 25th, 

in the Turners Falls High 
School auditorium. 

Emma Miner is congratulated lqy Ron Innacone, captain of the 
Aqua String Band, after she took a turn conducting the band 
at the Gala event on Sundqy at Turners Falls High School. 

Theater- 12eview 

According to organizer Joyce 
Phillips, the gala saw a bigger 
turnout thai1 in past years, with 
approximately 250 people in 
attendance. 

Ron lm1acone, captain of the 
Aqua Suing Band, brought ener
gy ai1d joy to the pe1fo1mance as 
he introduced each segment of 
the show, ai1d changed costumes 
at least five times, giving the 
audience a chai1ce to see a wide 
selection of the gaudy attire worn 
in New Yeai·'s Day Mummers 
parades over the years. 

hmacone says the Aqua Suing 
Bai1d spends about $60,000 on 
costumes eve1y year, ai1d devotes 
the entire yeai· to plaiming for the 
New Yeai·'s Day pai·ade. 

Ill Turners Falls, dming their 
two-hom pe1fo1mai1ce, the suing 
band pe1formed a wide variety of 
songs in mai1y styles, including 
Irish, Italiai1, Gospel, American 
jazz standards, and more. 

The Aqua String band is a 
completely volunteer family 
organization that has been in 

existence for over I 00 years. 
Musiciai1s at the gala rai1ged in 
age from 9 to 70 yeai·s old, with 
m1cles and nephews, fathers and 
sons playing together, the elders 
grooming the yom1g members to 
continue the band's legacy. 

Ill a new addition to their 
show, IImacone led the band 
through the histo1y of their devel
opment musically over the last 
100 yeai·s. Staiting slow ai1d low 
with just the banjos and suing 
instiuments, the band gradually 
added glockenspiel, accordions, 
percussion instluments and then 
wind instmments, saxophones 
ai1d claiinets. As each of the 
instiuments was added, the pace 
of the music picked up and the 
volmne grew until the full power 
of the modem day Aqua Suing 
Band filled the room. 

Ill addition to the music and 
costumes, IImacone ai1d his fel
low mmnmers dai1ced the polka 
ai1d the mummers' shut with vol
m1teers from the audience, cllil
dren and adults, entertaining the 

crowd, who laughed ai1d cheered 
throughout the show. 

Orgailizer Joyce Phillips told 
the Gill-Montague school com
mittee on Tuesday, April 27th 
that the gala was a great success. 

"I never got so many hugs 
after an event before," said 
Phillips, who added mai1y mem
bers of the audience told her they 
loved the show and thailked her 
for bringing the Aqua Sn·ing 
Band from Philadelphia to 
Tmners Falls. Phillips said peo
ple came up to her afte1wards 
ai1d to tell her how happy the 
show made them. One woman in 
her 90s said she was so glad her 
son had brought her, she rai·ely 
felt so happy. Some audience 
members told her they were sony 
they hadn't brought their chil
dren. 

Phillips said she hoped this 
would encomage people to bring 
more children to the holiday 
show the Gill Montague 
Education Fm1d will offer later 
this yeai·. 

Papa Toph's 
REVIEWED BY DAVID 
DETMOLD - On Sunday, a 
naturalized U.S. citizen from 
Pakistai1 allegedly tried and 
failed to set off a car bomb in 
Times Squai·e, as theater pan·ons 
crowded nearby restaurants 
sho1tly before showtime. 

On Wednesday, juniors in 
Dean Scranton's elective 
English class at the Franklin 
Comity Tech School pe1fonned 
a dramatic rendition of ai1 origi
nal play - authored by the stu
dents themselves - dealing with 
a gun-toting Islamic extremist 
wearing a concealed explosive 
belt who threatens a suicide 
attack on a crowded Boston 
nigl1tclub. 

On Thmsday, May 13th, at 7 
p.m. at the Frailklin Comity Tech 
School, students in the Tech 

School's 
Conflict Resolution Theater, 
directed by Comt Dorsey, will 
reprise their play - called Papa 
Toph '.s' - for the general public, 
as a fundraiser for the junior 
class. 

Dorsey has been directing 
CRT at the Tech School since 
1995. He said this is the first 
year the students have chosen to 
take on issues in the world at 
lai·ge in their theater work, rather 
than focusing on problems inter
nal to the high school communi
ty. The material is fresh, vital, 
and raw, dealing not only with 
the threat of te1rnrism, but along 
the way confronting casual alco
hol and diug use, personality 
disorders, gay relationships, and 
religious intolerance. The 
ensemble piece is delivered in a 

Christopher Jennison (center)plqys an Islamic extremist in Papa Toph's at the Franklin Counry Tech School 

fast-paced, ironic style, with from which to interpret it. Each Frailklin County. 
slamdance scene changes, verbal character is clearly delineated, "Most schools would not let 
gymnastics, and incisive hmnor. the action is furious, the com- students take on material like 

Papa Toph '.s' is a ve1y mature menta1y explosive. this," said Scrai1ton, as he inn·o-
piece of theater crafted by stu- This is not theater for the duced the play. 
dents who have looked squarely faint of heart. It is conflict reso- But how c.ai1 they prepare 
at the adult world and carved out lution theater, and you won't their students for the world they 
a clear-eyed coign of vantage find anything else like it in will graduate into if they don't? 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. J 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

s 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.•fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5 

Farm Store Open 
Thu. Fri. Sat. 12 - 5pm 

Emu Meat, Eggs & Oil Products 

66 French King Hwy. 
Gill Ma 01354 

@F 
RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials ClasslJ, .80111,120, App,1izr,1IIO 

Thursday Night Jazz 6:30 lo 9:30 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 




