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Fairbrother Cruises to Victory

Mark Fairbrother
BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE has a new selectboard
member and his name is Mark Fairbrother.

“I'm excited,” said Fairbrother, stand-
ing in the hall outside the town clerk’s
office as the final ballots arrived at 10:35
p.m. from Precinct 1, his home precinct,
where he racked up another big vote mar-
gin to add to his totals around town.

Fairbrother beat John (Jack) Nelson by
209 votes, with Joshua Gammon and Ed
Golrick running a distant third and fourth
in the race for a three-year selectboard
seat.

Fairbrother won in every part of
Montague but downtown Turners, where
Nelson, a resident of Canal Street, edged
him out 53 to 38.

“It’s a big honor. [ hope 1 do well. I'll
try my best. There are hard decisions to be
made, and I'm sure we will make them
together,” said Fairbrother, who added his
top priority would be working on the
budget. “Everything else is dependent on

that.”

He  expressed confidence in
Montague’s ability to weather the econom-
ic downturn that has affected the entire
country. “1 remember what the town —
especially the downtown — was like 20 or
30 years ago. This town is resilient.”

Conservation  commission  chair
Fairbrother takes the selectboard seat left
vacant by Allen Ross, retiring after six
years on the board.

The victory in the race to fill Ross’s seat
represents something of a political come-
back for Fairbrother, who failed to win
reappointment to the Turners Falls airport
commission last year, after a dust-up over
a disparaging remark he made about
Native Americans blocking progress on
the airport runway project, and public
sparring with Ross at the selectboard and
at town meeting over the make-up of that
commission. Ross and Patricia Pruitt did
not vote to reappoint Fairbrother last year,
although Allen supported his re-appoint-
ment.

On Monday night, Fairbrother received
congratulations from selectboard members
Pruitt and Pat Allen, and town meeting
members gathered at town hall for the
election results.

Fairbrother took 55% of the vote, best-
ing John Nelson 535 to 326, with Joshua
Gammon (who had dropped out the race
after deciding to attend college in
Washington DC next year) coming in
third, with 56 votes, closely trailed by Ed
Golrick at 53 votes.

The top vote getter of the night was
town moderator Raymond Godin, who
sailed into another three-year term for

see FAIRBROTHER pg 7

Part: 1

-~ Dispatches from England, May, 1943

Ward Wil_ls l§1g _in Gill

Jobn Ward

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL — On Monday, with 25% of the
town’s eligible voters showing up at the
polls, John Ward, a 21-year resident of
Grove Street. unseated five-term
incumbent and lifetime resident Leland
Stevens of North Cross Road for a
three-year seat on the Gill selectboard.
The vote was 197 to 73.

“It was a big win,” said Ward, after
the results were in. *I feel good.”

Ward said his top priorities would
include “working with the commission
on education in Gill,” to consider the
future of public education for the
town’s K-12 students, “dealing with the
town budget, and one of the big things I
hope to take on early is seeing what we
can do with the Mariamante property.”

Asked how he interpreted the large
margin of victory for his first foray into
town electoral politics, Ward said,

“Certainly, from what I’ve
heard from a lot of people,
the police chief’s contract
turned the election. Word
did get out through the
grapevine, and it caused a
backlash.”

Ward was referring to
| the fact that Stevens joined
| selectboard chair Nancy

| Griswold four days before
" the election in outvoting

| Ann Banash to offer a
three-year contract exten-
sion to the town’s long
time police chief, David
Hastings, over the objec-
tion of the finance com-
mittee, which had sought a
one-year contract exten-
sion in consideration of the town’s
uncertain finances.

“The people have spoken. and that’s
what a lot of it is about,” said Ward.
“They want a change.”

Ward, who campaigned door to door
in Riverside and by bicycle in other
parts of town, said he picked up sup-
port, “Just starting up Main Road, on
my bike, with my helmet on and all. |
pulled up and introduced myself to a
lady in her yard, and she said, “You’re
out campaigning on your bicycle? You
just won my vote.”

For Ward, there will be other hills to
climb, certainly, over the next three
years. “It’s interesting to think about
how much work I have ahead of me
now,” he said. But on Wednesday night,
at a celebration at the Gill Tavern, he
was still basking in the glow of victory.

Valley Idol Full of Surprises

red velvet curtain.

300th Series

300th Combatl Engineer Battalion
repairing the under piling of a bridge
destroyed by enemy fire along the
Carentan — Cherbourg Road in
France — June 30, 1944,

BY BRAD PETERS

ERVING - More than three years
ago, Jan Ross of Old State Road
in Erving began the journey of
learning what her father, Donald
Ross, did when he served in
World War II in the European
campaign. He passed away 25
years ago without sharing his
experiences in the war with his

family.

Donald Ross, from
Springfield, MA, enlisted in the
Corps of Engineers in 1943. He
trained in Virginia as a water sup-
ply specialist, going to England
in March of 1944 for additional
training. He became a member of
the 300th Combat Engineer
Battalion in May of 1944,

Ross and I have researched the
history and activities of the 300th
Combat Engineer Battalion in
battle through a variety of
resources, including thousands of
pages of government documents
about the 300th and hundreds of
photographs of the 300th in com-
bat in Europe. In addition, we
have attended five reunions of the
300th in Texas and recorded
hours of interviews and scanned
hundreds of photographs and
documents from the veterans.
The result of this research is post-

ed on an extensive website fo
honor the men of the 300th and
their service to our country,
SN, .

May 1943, just before shipping
ont for engineer taining

see 300th page 10

Troy Parker with Go-Go Girly
Rebecea Caplice & Debra Schechterle
doing “Mustang Sally”

BY DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS — This
year’s Valley Idol contest at the
Shea has been full of surprises,
even more so than in past sea-
sons. No matter how quickly the
artists change to meet the judges’
expectations, still the favorites
seem to fall at the slightest whim
to be replaced by undiscovered
stars, who suddenly emerge from
the shadows to shine before the

Abraham Oyola, winner of the
first Valley Idol award in 2006,
got gonged before the final ten
were tapped this year. MC Jamie
Berger got released from duty
three hours before showtime on
Saturday, for supposedly mean-
dering with his monologue. He
was replaced by hyper-kinetic
host Tom Mayo, of Shining Star
productions, who definitely kept
the proceedings moving at a fast
clip. But more surprises were in
store.

Among the top ten finalists
Saturday night, there were many
standouts. Turners Falls’ Troy
Parker pulled Greenfield Savings
Bank’s Rebecca Caplice and
Debra Schechterle up on stage
with him, and turned them into
impromptu go-go girls during his
gut-bucket soul stomp through
Wilson Pickett’s “Mustang Sally”,

see IDOL pg 8
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PET OF THE WEEK

Purtfectly Kitten Soft

Chase

My name is Chase and I'm a
ten-year-old female Siamese mix
declawed cat. 1 was found as a
stray and lived with a nice family
for a month. They couldn’t keep
me long-term, so | am here look-
ing for a new home! 1 like to curl
up in the sunshine and nap. A lit-
tle catnip here and there wouldn’t
hurt, either! Mostly, I’m just hop-
ing for a loving home with some-
one who will give me the affec-
tion and attention [ deserve. I am
very loving in return! I've got kit-
ten-soft fur and a pur that'll
knock your socks off. Are you the
one who will take me home? For
more information on adopting me
please contact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society at (413)
548-9898 or via email: lev-
erett@dpvhs.org.

NAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying and seiling used books

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FaALLS, MA

413-625-9850
ndolecrocker.com closed Mondays

on Avenue A for over 10 years

If we don't carry your favorite brand,
we'll order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm - Sun Nean-7pm

59 Avenue A » Turners Falls

863-9900

The Hontague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday,
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS
fFree DCR Park Pass

BY LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - The
Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation
Division of State Parks and
Recreation has given the
Carnegie Library a free annual
ParksPass. This pass may be
borrowed by indivuals or fami-
lies and allows a vehicle to
park at a state park for free.

Examples of local parks that
would be covered include Lake
Wyola in Shutesbury and
Ruggles Pond in Wendell. The
pass does nol cover camping.
The DCR made the free passes
available to libraries across the
state.

For more information, con-
tact www.massparks.org or call
the library at 863-3214.

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS

Summer Hours at the
Carnegie Library

SUSAN A. SANSOUCIE
MONTAGUE — The Montague
Center Library and the
Carnegie Library will be closed
Monday, May 25th, in obser-
vance of Memorial Day.
Beginning this week the
Carnegie Library will begin
our summer schedule. The
library will be closed on
Saturdays from now until after
Labor Day. This is a usual
occurrence and is not related in
any way Lo budget reductions.
Except for this Monday’s

holiday, the Montague Center
Library is open Mondays and
Wednesdays, 2:00 to 5:00 and
6:00 to 8:00. The Carnegie
Library is open Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, 1:00
to 8:00, Thursday 1:00 to 5:00,
and Friday 10:00 to 5:00 p.m.
The Millers Falls Library is
open Tuesdays and Thursdays,
2:00 to 5:00 and 6:00 to 8:00.

Susan A. SanSoucie, Director
Montague Public Libraries
contact (413) 863-3214

Memorial Day Events

Memorial Day Parade in
Erving on Saturday, May 23rd
Parade leaves Renovator’s
Supply at 10:00 a.m., arriving
at Veterans Field by 10:30.

Memorial Day Observance in
Montague Center on Sunday,
May 24th at 11:15 a.m. on the
Montague Center Common.
Rededication of memorial
stone placed by the Montague
Grange in 1954 to honor all
veterans. Featured speaker will
be Lieutenant Colonel Leslie
Bridges, US Air Force, Retired.

Everyone welcome to attend.

Memorial Day Observance in
Gill on Sunday, May 24th,
10:00 a.m. Proceeding across
the common to the veterans’
monument.

Memorial Day parade in
Turners on Monday, May
25th. Step-off from 2nd and
Avenue A, 10:00 a.m.
Proceeding to the veterans’
memorial by the Carnegie
Library for speeches and cere-
mony.

HandcraFred Table for $10 a Chance

BY KIM SPRANKLE

GILL - The Gill PTO is excited
to offer you the chance to own a
piece of fine, locally made fur-
niture, crafted and generously
donated by master craftsman
Tony Mathews of Gill.

The first piece is an entry or
bedside table (pictured left)
measuring 32.5” by 25" by
19.5" with a retail value of
$500.

The second piece is a side-
board table (pictured right)
measuring 32.5" by 45" by
19.5" with a retail value of
$800.

Each was crafted from native
cherry and pine harvested from
Mathews” property on Boyle
Road adjacent to  Gill

Happy 80th Birthday
Joseph A. Parzych

Many Happy Returns
of the Day
to the Gill Gourmet!

L T o SRS
LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & busi listings

Elementary, with birdseye
maple panels from Forest
Products of Greenfield. They
can be viewed at Gill
Elementary during normal
school hours.

Each $10 ticket enters you in
the drawing for the table of your
choice. Tickets are on sale at
Gill Elementary (863-3255), the
Gill Tavern, and the Slate
Memorial Library. On your
ticket, please circle your choice
of table. We are selling only 150
tickets to better your odds of
winning. The drawing will take
place at the Gill Elementary
Carnival on May 30th. (If you
are not present, you will be con-
tacted immediately after the
drawing.)

Great Falls Middie School
Students of the Week
Grade 6
Emily Kells
Grade 7
Lauren Grimard
Briana McCaffrey

Grade 8
Nichole Voudren

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES — May 25th to May 29nd

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. for activities and congre-
gate meals. Council on Aging
Director is Bunny Caldwell. For
information or to make reserva-
tions, call 863-9357., Meal
reservations need to be made a
day in advance, by 11:00 a.m,
Messages can be left on our
machine when the center is not
open. Mealsite Manager is
Becky Cobb. The Center offers
a hot noon meal weekdays to
any senior. A reservation is nec-
essary and transportation can be
provided.

Monday, 25th

Memorial Day center closed for
all activities.

Tuesday, 26th

9:00 a.m. Walking Group

1:00 p.m. Canasta
Wednesday, 27th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:30 a.m. Blood Pressure and

Blood Sugar Screening

11:00 a.m. Taking Care of Your
Future, Attorney John Green
12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, 28th

1:00 p.m. Pitch

Friday, 29th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11:00 a.m. Easy Aerobics

1:00 p.m. Scrabble

Tickets on sale $2.00 for musi-
cal program by Ruth Harcovitz
“Cole, George, Jerome, and
Irving.”

Gill/Montague Senior Trips,
Call 863-9357 or 863-4500 for
more information: Cape Cod
Canal Cruise, Tuesday June 16,
$69 per person.

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, Ist Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for activi-
ties and congregate meals. For
info and reservations call Polly

Kiely, Senior Center director, at
(413) 423-3308. Lunch daily at
11:30 a.m. with reservations 24
hours in advance.
Transportation can be provided
for meals, Thursday shopping,
or medical necessity.

Monday, 25th
Memorial Day center closed for
all activities.

Tuesday, 26th

9 a.m. Aerobics

12:00 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 27th

8:45 am. Line Dancing
12 noon Bingo
Thursday, 28th

8:45 a.m. Aerobics
Friday, 29th

9:00 a.m. Bowling
11:30 a.m. Volunteer
Recognition

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming programs.

Great Fally
Foarmery
Mavket

Wednesdays

3 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine
May thru October
Avenue A & 2nd Street
Produce in Season * Baked
Goods * Fresh Eggs
Annuals, Perennials
New Vendors Contact Don

Sealeggsde@yahoo.com or
call (413) 774-6719
Ad sponsored hy
Franklin Community Cooperative

THE

SHADY

BReAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Lunch Specials from 11:00 a.m.
Mon: American Chop Suey * Tues.
Chicken Fricassie * Wed: Chicken
Souvlaki, Rice * Thurs: Comed Beef
& Cabbage + Fri: Fried Scallops *

Sat: Yankee Pot Roast
44 Years on Avenue A
in Turners Falls

Open Sundays 7-2
863-9636
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Users Guide to Town Meeting 101

A How-to Guide for Active Meeting Participation

Annual  town  meetings
throughout Massachusetts,
including Wendell’s town meet-
ing, have a shared set of rules,
procedures and terms. Developed
over the vyears by the
Massachusetts Moderators
Association, their purpose is 1o
insure that all participants have
an equal voice at the table and

that complicated discussions can
unfold in a fair and orderly man-
ner. The process and language,
however, can seem confusing for
new attendees, and even at times
to the seasoned participant.

On Monday, June lst, at 7
p.m., join Wendell town meeting
moderator Kathy Becker for an
evening talk and discussion about

Bicyelist Returns

DETMOLD PHOTG "
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BY DON CLEGG

TURNERS FALLS — Anatoliy
Kovrizhnykh, 78, rides his bicy-
cle, with fishing poles strapped to
the carrier over his back tire, to
the Franklin Area Survival Center
in Turners Falls from Greenfield
every weekday morning, arriving
before 10:00 am. to pick up
bread and what else is available at
the food pantry. On Friday, May
15th, Kovrizhnykh, a Russian
immigrant, seemed upset when
he arrived at the pantry. Since he
does not speak English well, it
was difficult for the volunteers at
the Survival Center to understand
what was the matter:

Kovrizhnykh is a quiet man
who generally speaks to the
workers only in *Hellos’, “Thank
yous’ and ‘Goodbyes’. By a
stroke of luck, a young Moldavan
woman also happened to be at the
pantry on Friday morning, and
she was able to interpret his
predicament for us.

It seemed Kovrizhnykh had
found a “pocketbook™ on his bike
ride from Greenfield, and wanted
to turn it in to the Survival Center
because he knew we would be
able to help, and he trusted us.
What Kovrizhnykh had found
was far more than a pocketbook.
When 1 asked him to show me

Wallet with $652

wmee the item he found, he
f passed me a wallet full
{ of cash. We asked him

to turn it into the
police, but since he
¥l does  not  speak

.| English and didn't
know where the police
| station was, he asked
that we take it there
instead.

Before we turned
the wallet over to the
police, another
Survival Center volunteer, Jean
Thurber, the Moldavan woman
and | counted the money togeth-
er and found there was $652 in
the wallet, along with the
owner’s drivers license.

Kovrizhnykh told us it was the
right thing to do when we shook
his hand and patted his shoulder
and thanked him for his honesty
and kindness. I again asked him
to accompany me to the police
station, but he would not, so I
headed off to return the wallet.

Over on First Street, the police
dispatcher was extremely busy
and apologized for making me
wait. When she turned to me, no
sooner had 1 started to tell her
what had happened than she said,
“You found his wallet! The man
was just in here.” It appeared the
owner of the wallet had just
cashed his paycheck and was off
to pay some bills.

On Friday, $652 was found on
Avenue A in front of the post
office on a busy Friday morning
by a man that speaks little
English and rides his bicycle to
the Survival Center each week-
day morning to get free bread. He
returned the wallet to its owner. If
that doesn’t restore your faith in
humanity, then what would?

town meeting. Topics will
include a brief history and the
basic rules, key players at the
front table, key procedural termi-
nology and when and how 1o use
it, hand votes versus ballot votes,
and of course town meeting eti-

quette. There will be plenty of

time over the course of the
evening for questions and discus-
sion.

This workshop is meant solely
as a how-to guide for active meet-
ing participation, and will not
address specific issues on the
Wendell town meeting warrant.

As Wendell’s town meeting
moderator since 1984, and as an
avid student of the process,

Becker has developed a wealth of

knowledge and experience. She
is an active participant in the
Massachusetls Moderators
Association and has worked at
adding a more feminist perspec-
tive to the rules.

For more information, call
(978) 554-3559.

Practically Raw

MONTAGUE CENTER - A
new raw food discussion group
and recipe swap facilitated by
clinical nutritionist Diana Allen
meets at Montague Integrative
Health (next to Book Mill), and is
free and open to anyone interested
in learning about a raw or living
foods diet.

To register, call 413-205-6971
or eat2evolve@gmail.com.

Help!
Support Girls
Field Hockey

Efforts are underway to provide
opportunities for local athletes to
play gids' field hockey, regardless of
their ability to pay for equipment
and summer hockey camp. You can
help.

Unlock The Mystery
Dinner & Theater Show

Saturday. May 30th
at St. R‘aziemerz_Ha"
Avenue A, Turners Falls
Stuffed chicken dinner, and a silent
auction included. Ticket $20. For

reservations or more info call

Geraldine at 863-4074.

Biomass Hearing Rescheduled
Due to Significant Public Interest

BY JOSHUA WATSON

GREENFIELD - In the face of

rising public interest over plans
to build a biomass-fueled power
plant in the 1-91 Industrial Park,
the Greenfield Zoning Board of
Appeals moved to continue its
meeting to Tuesday, May 26th

at 7:00 p.m., in the cafeteria of

the Greenfield Middle School at
195 Federal Street, to consider
the required special permits for
the proposed plant.

The motion to continue was
requested in a letter to the ZBA
from Matthew Wolfe. Wolfe is
the principal of Pioneer
Renewable Energy LLC of
Cambridge, the company pro-
posing to build the plant, with
special permit requests before
the board. In the letter, Wolfe
cited “significant public inter-
est” in his request to postpone

the meeting until it could be
moved to a larger venue,

About 35 to 40 citizens were
present for Thursday’s meeting
at the police station meeting
room, which seats 40. Many
came with specific questions
for the ZBA about the potential
impacts of the power plant to
the region’s woodlands, trafTic,
and air quality. At nine o’clock,
when the hearing was sched-
uled to begin, the attendees
filed in, filling the room to
capacity. The board then read
Wolfe's letter into the record,
and voted to postpone the meet-
ing.

Tuesday’s meeting is open to
public inquiry on the details of
the proposed power plant. A
super majority, or four out of
five ZBA members, is required
to approve any special permits.

"

to all the Montague ;f
residents who shared
their time, and who voted,

R -Thanks for your support
oK John F. (Jack) Nelson
R N
PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, INC.
o
(/' nsurance
THE MASSACHUSETTS REGISTRY OF MOTOR
VEHICLES NO LONGER SENDS OUT
DRIVER LICENSE RENEWAL NOTICES.
Check the expiration date on your license.
Visit our website, www.pzinc.com
‘z ARBLLI,A
25 MILLERS FALLS ROAD PHONE: (413) 863-4331
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 FAX: (413) B63-9426
N J

MCCarthy

FUNERAL HOME
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Greenfield, Massachusetts
Turners Falls, Massachusells

Since 1895

O the Common

Office Hours By Appointment
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' ‘ DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D.

(413) 774-4808
John C. Davis

Director

4 Dell St
Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Telephone: (413) B63-9656

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Awvailable

29 G Street, Turners Falls
Open Tue, Thurs, Fri
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers

gtft Certificates

413-863-2888

Patrick Smith
CSSL # 100236

866-262-5361

Insured
EASTERN
' WEATHERIZATION
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
and Vinyl Replacement Windows:
Toll Free 413-367-2228

Montague, MA 01351

FAX 413-367-2212

Main Road Gill Center
413-863-9006

The Gill Tavern

Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m.
Specials Daily
Seafood - Vegetarian - Local Beef
‘ L | Individual Grilled Pizzas

e and Mozre!

Full Bar with People's Pint Beer on Tap
Botiled Beers, Comiplete Wine List,
Daily Drink Specials

ynitediizi,

MA Construction

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS « SIDINE « ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES
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Supervisor’s Liscence # 7543
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Fast Track Biomass

The 47-megawatt wood burn-
ing power plant proposed for the
[-91 Industrial Park may be sited
in Greenfield, but the downsides
of the project will be felt in the
towns surrounding the county
seat, particularly the towns situat-
ed downwind.

Proponent Matthew Wolfe, the
principal and sole employee of a
one-year-old Cambridge based
company called Madera Energy,
proposes to build a state-of-the-
art electricity generating plant on
the site of the Mackin gravel pit.
Though he and his company have
never built a power plant before,
he has consulted on a similar bio-
mass plant proposed for
Pittsfield.

To his credit, Wolle appears
committed to conducting an open
process as he seeks permitting for
the Greenfield plant, sending let-
ters out to residents who live in
proximity to the site on three dif-
ferent occasions, inviting them to
meetings and question and
answer sessions. He called for a
delay in the ZBA hearing on spe-
cial permits for the plant last
week, because the expected
crowd would have overwhelmed
the police station meeting room
in Greenfield. He is working with
the town planner of Montague 1o
set up a Q&A session at the
Turners Falls High School for
Gill and Montague residents in
the coming weeks.

But none of this has stopped
“BioMass? No Thanks!™ lawn
signs from sprouting like mush-
rooms in the vicinity of the pro-
posed plant. They are especially
thick along West Gill Road, just a
stone’s throw from where the
plant and its 250-foot tall smoke-
stack would be located.

Residents of towns around
Greenfield will not enjoy the
financial benefits the proposed
plant will provide to the host
community (estimated at up to $1
million annually from property
taxes and $300,000 from sewer
and water fees). Though Wolfe
and his consultants insist that
only clean wood products — slash
and tops of trees, harvested dur-

ing the course of responsible
forestry management — would be
chipped and burned in his power
plant, critics doubt that much
clean biomass could be available
over the long haul in proximity to
Greenfield, without destroying a
good percentage of the wood-
lands and the view that attracts so
much tourism to the rest of
Franklin County. A steady supply
of fuel will be needed in all sea-
sons. If pallet wood, chemically
treated wood, or construction
debris is eventually used to feed
the fires at the biomass plant, it
would be downwind communi-
ties like Gill, Montague, Erving,
and Wendell that would be inhal-
ing the byproducts, even with the
safeguards and scrubbers Wolfe
believes would help keep the
stack emissions clear of particu-
lates and chemicals like dioxin.

Wolfe plans to pipe treated
water from the Greenfield waste-
water treatment plant up to the
industrial park to use for cooling
at the plant. The Franklin
Regional Council of
Governments, in  analyzing
Wolfe’s plan, called attention to
some of the harmful byproducts
that could be released as airborne
contaminants if he follows
through on this part of the plan:
“We are concerned that con-
stituents of the wastewater, such
as pharmaceuticals, personal care
products, household hazardous
waste, and other possible contam-
inants from the significant
amount of infiltration/inflow the
Greenfield sewer system receives
are not accounted for in the air
quality monitoring results pre-
sented by the project proponent.”
noted the FRCOG, in wrilten
comments to Massachusetts
Environmental Secretary [lan
Bowles. “Also,” their report
added, “it is not clear whether
chlorinating these compounds (if
present) and then heating them to
high temperatures may create
even more potential air quality
contaminants.”

The plant will also draw from
an on-site deep rock well to pro-
vide up to 50,000 gallons a day to

r----—--—-——-—--—-——-—--—
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augment the treated wastewater
for coolant. What will this do to
the water table for those who use
nearby drinking water wells?
What would its effect be on the
adjacent Fall River, a vital
spawning stream?

Then there is the problem of
truck traffic. Certainly, the site
appears well-designed to handle
the anticipated 114 tractor trailer
trips a day estimated to keep the
plant supplied with fuel, but traf-
fic on certain of the feeder routes,
specifically Route 2 west from
the Gill-Montague bridge, will
rise to “unacceptable levels,” the
FRCOG analysis said, if the plant
gets built.

The region needs jobs, and the
plant would provide hundreds of
these in the $250 million con-
struction phase, and 25 steady
jobs at the plant thereafier, with
up to 150 more processing fuel in
the forests for miles around
Greenfield. The region also needs
clean, renewable sources of
power, and Wolfe argues his plant
would provide just that: enough
electricity to  power 45.000
homes.

But critics point to the loss of
85% of the heat the plant would
produce as an inetficient waste of
precious natural resources. They
say the plant is scaled at a size
intended to benefit investors,
while a smaller, far more efficient
district heating biomass proposal
for the same site languishes in its
shadows.

However, with Secretary
Bowles” May Day decision to fast
track Madera’s proposal without
a full Massachusetts
Environmental Impact Review,
the Wolfe is already at our door.
Our air quality, our health, the
sustainability of our forests, the
beauty of our region and its
tourism potential all hang in the
balance. The appearance, from
this side of the river, is that
Greenfield is greasing the skids to
ensure swift permitting of an out-
sized power plant for an untested
developer, keeping an eye on the
potential economic windfall for
their city without allowing the
impacts 1o surrounding commu-
nities to be fairly and fully
weighed. There are certainly pros
and cons to this proposal, and we
all need to weigh them, carefully,
before the rubber stamp is
applied.

We Welcome
Your Letters!
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American Dead in
Iraq and
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Support Lyme Research Bill

Thank you so much for print-
ing my letter about Lyme dis-
ease a few weeks ago. [ forgot to
mention a very important step
that anyone can take — it takes
less than two minutes — to pre-
vent what happened to me from
happening to others,

There is a federal bill right
now that needs everyone’s sup-
port, H.R. 1179 — the Lyme and
Tick-Borne Diseases
Prevention, Education, and
Research Act. It will also soon
be introduced in the Senate by
Senator Dodd.

[ encourage everyone to
please call, email, write, or fax
Representative  Olver and

Senators Kennedy and Kerry,
and urge them to cosponsor this
bill. Currently, the only Mass.
co-sponsor is Rep. Delahunt (of
Cape & Islands).

David Felton, R.I.P.

F o\

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

MILLERS FALLS — On
Monday, David Felton, 53,
owner of Felton Construction

PARZYGH PHOTO UL L ™ 4._.' -
David TFelton bends to guide the paver over a
catch basin while paving the Green River Power
Sports parking area some years ago in Gill

Anyone who wants to take
action or learn more about the
Lyme Disease Bill can go to
www.cwork.com. The site pro-
vides easy-to-read information
about what to say and how to
contact your legislators (includ-
ing all their phone, fax, and
email information), sample
blurbs and letters, as well as a
summary and complete text of
the bill.

Massachusetts has consis-
tently ranked in the top five
states of Lyme incidence,
according to the Mass.
Department of Public Health.
It’s endemic in the state, espe-
cially on the Cape, Islands,
shore, and around the Quabbin.
All Bay State legislators should
be on board with HR 1179.

— Sharon Wachsler
Wendell

Co. in Millers Falls,
parked his pick-up
truck by the side of the
French King Bridge
and jumped to his
death. He lefl a griev-
ing ftamily, and many
friends, and employees
to mourn his passing,

He was an intelligent
and thoughtful man;
someone who could be
counted on. He was as
diligent in his work at
the office as he was in
guiding the paving
machine, as in the
photo to the lefi.

David had a sense of
humor and it was hard not to
like him. He will be sorely
missed by all who knew and
loved him.
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Sympathy for “Captain” Turner

BY KATHY BECKER
WENDELL - Our historical
memories are dimming and we
don’t have time for storytellers 1o
remind us of who we are. Even
so, we walk in the footprints of
those whose boots and moc-
casins trod forest paths and
meadows long before we came.
When we do think to remember
the past, often it is to simplify
events that no longer make
sense, and to judge in order to
satisty our appetite for heroes
and villains.

*Captain™ William Turner has
suffered just such a fate. It is
somewhat fashionable and polit-
ically correct to vilify him as “the
man who led a massacre upon
local Indians.” If this is all there
was to his life, we would not
have to be disturbed by a much
more complex tragedy.

William Turner was not a mil-
itary man. He was a peaceful
Baptist tailor from Boston who
fell into the jaws of a Puritan
church-is-state  system that
offered no forgiveness for the
formation of “irregular church-
e

Erroneous religious practice
was then a crime worthy of
severe punishment. Baptists
believed in baptism as a sacred
rite to be chosen by free will
when a person reached an age to
understand that the path of Christ
led to God. Puritans, fearful of
the toll of original sin, believed
that everyone should be carried
from the womb to the baptismal
font, that allowing children to
grow up unbaptized was a blas-
phemy of corruption.

During the course of the

Puritan persecution of Baptists
and Quakers, William Turner
was one of the many men and
women arrested and imprisoned
in jails that were squalid, unheat-
ed, crowded, and often unsurviv-
able. After 30 weeks of confine-
ment in the most horrid of condi-

being property herself. His wife
died without him during the
birthing of their ninth child.

The Turners” widowed landla-
dy took over care of the young-
sters. Hearing of this news,
William Turner found a way to
sneak into Boston to marry the

Francis Back’s uémi: r;,‘ !!w attack al Pe.ter;,prLm

tions, William Turner was given
the option to end his incarcera-
tion il he would choose instead a
lifetime of banishment. To entice
him to a decision, he was given a
three-day leave to wvisit his
beloved wife one last time,

He went to her and then opted
for banishment with other
Baptists on an island in Boston
Harbor, probably hoping that
God would one day turn toward
him in mercy. He had to leave
her knowing that she would have
to fend for herself and their eight
children, something unimagin-
able in those times when a
woman could own no property,

landlady, but he was found out,
seized, and imprisoned. It was
about a year later when his sec-
ond wife died, his children once
again orphaned.

A third woman, also a widow,
proposed to William Turner in
the fall. He was given another
three-day leave to marry her and
thus ensure that she would care
for his children. During the three
years of imprisonment that fol-
lowed, William Turner frequent-
ly appealed for his release, with-
out success. His efforts only
made the Puritan power structure
more aware of him as a stubborn
dissident.

William Turner might have
remained in misery unto death
had not King Phillip’s War bro-
ken out in June of 1675. English
colonists were under severe and
devastating attack by native

tribesmen under the leadership of
the brilliant avenging Chief

Metacom. The colonists, lacking
enough volunteers to raise a suf-
ficient army, turned to new
45 [ sources of man-
4 power to face
- the
> tomahawk and
_ arrow. Whose
scalp would be
< better lifted
_ . than a free-
i thinking trou-
ble-maker?
Governor
Y John Leverett
offered William
Turner the
.. chance for free-
dom if he
would assume
the
Captain  and
find 70 men to
form a compa-
ny. Some might say William
Turner sold his soul for the

chance of liberty and the hope of

looking after his children. He
succeeded in finding 46 who
would stand with him. Weakened
by prison life, which had resulted
in painful chilblained joints
caused by freezing cold and a
poor diet, “Captain™ Turner and
his sotry company marched out
of Boston to fight tribesmen in
the Connecticut River Valley.
During their march, other
companies joined them. They

came upon the smoking ruins of

Medfield, the breached palisades
of Northampton, and the destruc-

terrors of

title  of

Frederick Lego, 74, Dies at Home

Freddie Lego, with menibers of the
Montagne Flks Little 1eague Team
he belped to coach in 2008

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS - Freddie
Lego died on Tuesday, at home
on Fourth Street, surrounded by
friends and family. He was 74
years old. The cause of death was
complications from pneumonia.

*He was in and out of the hos-
pital three times,” said in-law
Larry Couch, who helped care
for Lego in his final days. “His
goal was to get up to the Little
League field to receive that
award.”

That award was for 30 years
of coaching for the Newt
Guilbault League, and Freddie
made it up to receive it on May
3rd.

“He had a big heart,” said his
niece, Candace Couch. “He
loved to help people and volun-
teer where he was needed.”

Lego worked for the town of
Montague DPW for 29 years, as
an equipment operator and truck
driver.

Frederick Lego was born in
Athol on March 24th, 1935. His

mother came from Kent,
England, His father and paternal
grandparents were farmers in
Dana. a town that now lies
beneath the Quabbin Reservoir.
His grandparents’ house was dis-
mantled and shipped to an histor-
ical museum in the Midwest.
When he was growing up,
Freddie lived in Boston for a
time, and delivered newspapers
as a boy. His son, Matt
MeMullen, remembers his dad
telling him about the day in
November of 1942 when he
dropped 10 papers off at the
Coconut Grove and returned
later that evening to see the place
in flames — the deadliest night-
club fire in the nation’s history.
Freddie Lego moved to
Turners Falls in 1970. He was a
member of the board of directors
of Mohawk Beach Estates in

Heath, a three-season resort
where he owned a lot. He was
involved with the Swift River
Historical Society. He volun-
teered to maintain the grounds
for the Newt Guilbault League.

After he retired from the
DPW, Freddie volunteered as a
“telecommunications officer” at
D&D Motors in Millers Falls,
answering the phone in the
office, and tinkering with the
jalopies.

He was a member of the
Montague town meeting for
many years, and always willing
to sign a petition for a good cause
or candidate.

Freddie is survived by five
children: Freddie, Ella, Earl,
Owen and Matt, and his ex-wife
Ella Lego, of Connecticut. His
second wite, Lillian Lego, prede-
ceased him, as did his son Billy.

tion at Deerfield. They crossed
the Bloody Brook, and in the
darkness of a storm, the supersti-
tious men crept upon a fishing
encampment at Great Falls.

What happened there on May
19th, 1676, is well known.
Turner’s men were not very fit,
but they fell upon the old men,
women, and children who lay in
their beds without menfolk that
night. They made a bloody mess
of it, and there was much chaos.
When dawn came, the colonists
were almost out of powder. An
encampment of nearby Indians
arrived and began to fight back.
The colonists fled in disarray.
William Turner’s joint injuries
caused him to fall behind and he
was shot. He was lefl for dead
that day beside the Green River.
Forty-five others were lost or
missing. Five men later found
their way back to the army.

Of course Turner was not the
only Captain at the falls fight, but
he was the one made famous by
dying at it. There were other
companies, commanded by real
military officers who did not care
for their names to be attached to
a Baptist infidel or to a debacle.
One of them is an ancestor of
mine who has passed into peace-
ful obscurity, so 1 am sure of this.

I do not like it when other
people preach, nor when I do it
mysell, but it bothers me that lit-
tle more sympathy was shown
for William Turner in his day
than is being extended now.
Surely “Turner’s” falls became
so known because of the dramat-
ic nature of the event that hap-
pened there, not as any kind of
commemoration for  glory,
because there was no glory.

So, isn’t the story of Turners
Falls ironic given these days of
war and fear, when men and
women still go off to fight for
their families in a world where
religion, government, and the
marketplace are not very sepa-
rate, and the lines of victim and
aggressor are not that clear?
Shouldn’t we be careful to
remember, when we make our
wars, that what our warriors do
in our name can not be stripped
away or disavowed at our con-
venience? We can learn to light
the flame of peace and come to
an understanding, but we can not
walk away from the blood that
has been shed; not without losing
the worth of our own blood.

If we should ever change the
name of Turners Falls, we should
not forget the lessons that are
seeped forever into the land. We
should never forget the hope that
all peoples have of becoming a
better people.
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Contemplating a Worst Case Budget

BY JOSH HEINEMANN
WENDELL - Wendell’s May
13th selectboard meeting was the
first one with new member
Jeoffrey Pooser occupying the
seat that longtime chair Ted
Lewis held for decades. The
board’s first order of business
was to reorganize, and board
member Dan Keller nominated
Christine Heard to serve as chair
for the next year. Heard was
elected unanimously.

The meeting was dominated
by finance committee business:
first when the committee came
into the selectboard office to dis-
cuss the annual town meeting
warrant, and later when the
finance committee and the select-
board moved across the hall to
the meeting room to discuss the

Jim Stavas, and Michael Idoine (left) displayed charts showing the relative wealth
of Wendell and the other member towns to the Mabar school committee last manth,

Mahar Regional High School
budget, and Wendell’s contribu-
tion to it, with outgoing Mahar
superintendent Reza Namin and
incoming superintendent Michael
Baldassarre. Several Wendell cit-
izens attended that part of the
meeting, along with Wendell
school committee member Dick
Baldwin, and Orange representa-
tive to the Mahar school commit-
tee, Peter Cross.

In their discussion of the
upcoming town meeting warrant,
finance committee chair Michael
[doine said it is possible, but not
inevitable, that the finance com-
mittee will request tabling the
warrant article for general gov-
ernment to a later date, until there
is some idea of whether the state
of Massachusetts has any money

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG

to give to Wendell this year, in
local aid.

Keller asked, “What about
[proposing] a worst-case budg-
et?” But Idoine said the commit-
tee would rather work with real
numbers. Finance member Jim
Slavas said there is as yet no con-
vergence between the Senate
Ways and Means committee and
the House, implying that it might
even be difficult to finish the
town meeting by June 30th, as
the law requires.

If the town meeting goes
beyond June 12th, moderator
Kathy Becker will be away.
During the evening, Becker nom-
inated Kate Nolan to act as
deputy moderator, and Nolan
was sworn in by the town clerk,
Anna Hartjens.

Idoine opened the discussion
with Mahar representatives, say-
ing the Senate Ways and Means
Committee has proposed to cut
the state budget by $2% billion,
and it is hard to imagine how that
will affect towns and schools,
especially those that already have
an approved budget.

Namin said Mahar had cut
their budget by 12%, and accom-
plished that without impacting
classroom delivery of services.
The state has talked about reduc-
ing its share of regional trans-
portation funding to as low as
44%. Mahar expected 65% reim-
bursement, and budgeted for
60% reimbursement. The Senate
is recommending a reduction in
Chapter 70 payments to school
districts, and a reduction of cir-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

cuit breaker payments from as
high as 73% to 60% for the
expense of sending a special edu-
cation student out of the district.

Namin spoke of the excellent
education that Mahar offers, and
mentioned a 2008 Silver Rating
by US News and World Report,
which was based on MCAS
scores and AP (Advanced
Placement) Scores adjusted for
the scores of disadvantaged stu-
dents, and an award given by the
state for a low dropout rate. He
said, “Every school district is
uncertain regarding the revenue
they will get,” and, “We may
have to make some hard choic-
es.” He distributed copies of a
power point presentation that
described Mahar’s program pri-
orities and innovations.

Idoine did not address those
points, but said the finance com-
mittee had met with DOE (now
DESE,
Elementary and Secondary
Education) representatives and
state legislators with a model for
assessing towns for their regional
school obligations that did not
change total assessment numbers
for the district, but should result
in a more equitable distribution
of costs through the so-called
“alternative method” of assess-
ment. He said that JefT Wulfson,
DESE associate commissioner,
considered the Wendell finance
committee’s proposal legitimate.

Namin said the school had
hired a consultant who consid-

ered the present method of

assessment to the towns, under

assault and
battery at a
Street

Department of

All Secure on Hoe Shop Road

Thursday, 5/14

1:50 pam. Checked rest-
dential burglar alarm on
HUC Shllp Rl’ﬂd. all
secure.

Friday, 5/15

[:]2 pam.  Asststed with
motor vehicle lock-vut
on Main Road.
525 pm. Assisted
Easthampton police with
investigation in fown.
5:40 p.m. Arrested

of Mountam Road, Gill.
Clmrged with violation
of restraming order.
Saturday, 5/16

9:20) a.m. Larccny report
taken from West Gull
Road business.

[0:05 am.

Report of

speeding  vehicles  on
Main Road.
6:06 pm.  Report of

possible medical emer-
gency involving a ln'cy~
clist on French King
Highway. Checked on
same, all OK.

631 pm. ATV and
nowse  Complame  on
West Gill Road. Spoke
with involved subject.
Sunday, 5/17

4:30 p.m. Newghbor dis-
pute on Meadow Street.
5:31 p.m. Burglar alarm
on Hoe Shop Road, all
secure,

541 p.m. Found dog on
Main Road. unable to
determine owner, finding

party will hold onto dog

until owner locared.
6:25 pan.  Request for
officer fur subjects sleep-
ing in a vehicle ar French
King Highway business.
Monday, 5/18

7:50  a.m. Assisted
Erving police with inves-
tigation on French King
Bridge.

345 pom. Assisted with
medical emergency at
Mountain Road Estates.
6:20 p.m. Assisted Main
Road resident with aban-
doned dng. owner locat-
ed.

Tuesday, 5/19

3:07 pam.  Assisted dis-
abled motorist with tow,
on French King
Highway.

Trespassing on O Street K

Friday, 5/15
7:12 aam. Rtpm‘t of
trespassing at an O
Street address.

10:04

am.  Arrested

on a straight
warrant.

2:00 pm. Report of
identity fraud ar a K
Street address. Referred
to an officer.

502 pm. Report of
vandalism at the
Railroad Salvage build-
ng, Power  Srreet.
[nvestigated.

Saturday, 5/16

2:39 am. Following a

tratfic stop, arrested

with

Charged
marked lanes violations,
operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, and driv-
g Lo endanger.

[2:19 pin. Report of
public  drinking on
Avenue A ac Turners
FFalls Przza.

3:00 pm. Report of
burglary / breaking and
entering at an Avenue C
address. Investigated.
Monday, 5/18

1:29 am. Officer-initi-
ated investigation of yan-
dalism at Turners Falls
High School.

11:42 pm. Report of

address.
Arrested

Charged with assault and
battery, domestic, intimi-
dation of a witness and
threatening to commit a
crime,

Tuesday, 5/19

6:16 pm. Report of
burglary / breaking and
entering at a  Ripley
Road address.

6:37 pm. Officer want-
ed at a Fourth Street
address. Arrested

Charged wich disorderly
conduct and open and
gross lewdness.

the so-called “statutory method”
to be the correct way to go. He
said that Wendell’s assessment
had gone down $6,000, but he did
not add that the number of stu-
dents Wendell sends to Mahar
has also gone down.

Wendell’s finance committee
disputes the effort by the Mahar
school committee to include debt
service on the school building,
retirement costs, and the expense
of tuition for students who leave
Mabhar for a charter school or for
school choice in the category of
school expenses assessed to the
towns.

Namin, looking at the new
office building, and considering
Wendell’s relatively large stabi-
lization fund and excess levy
capacity, said Wendell seems rel-
atively wealthy. Finance commit-
tee member Jim Slavas said that
in 1983, with the advent of
Proposition 2%,  Wendell
responded by creating a stabiliza-
tion fund, while other towns
applied free cash to lower their
tax rate. He said Wendell has
consistently taxed itself at a rela-
tive high rate, has been financial-
ly responsible and paid for educa-
tion. The town’s tax rate is
around $17 per $1,000 of valua-
tion, almost 50% higher than
Orange’s, at $11 per $1,000.
After 35 years, Wendell has
excess capacity, not more wealth.

Wendell has historically
approved the Mahar school dis-
trict’s budget requests, until it
became obvious the town of
Orange would not do anything
that might raise its per student
cost to make it more equitable
with Wendell’s. In the past two
years, Wendell changed its
approach and voted a payment
that would reflect an alternative
method of assessment, more as a
protest to the extra $3,000 per
student that the town pays (com-
pared to Orange) than as an
attempt to lower the Mahar budg-
et. Both years the town then had
to hold a special town meeting to
authorize payment of the full
assessment at a rate determined
by the school budget passed
among the four district towns.

Namin, considering the first
vote, said, “You have a legal
obligation to contribute to the

see BUDGET pg 7
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education of your children.”

“*Which we have met.” Idoine
answered.

Slavas said that according to
the several criteria used by the
state to determine a town’s aggre-
gate wealth, Wendell is richer
than Orange by a little bit, and
poorer than New Salem and
Petersham, yet Wendell’s pay-
ment per student is now the high-
est of the four member towns.
The assessments are thrown off
because Wendell sends fewer
students to the school relative to
the town’s population.

Baldassarre said an under-
funded budget will lead more stu-
dents to choice out and that will
cost the district more. He said
school choice should make a
profit.

Idoine said, “We have not sup-
ported any reduction in the budg-
et. We have funded [every year]
at the requested amount.”

Finance committee member

from FAIRBROTHER pg 1
town moderator unopposed. with
859 votes.

Four New Faces on G-M
School Committee

The make-up of the Gill-
Montague school committee
changed markedly as a result of
Monday’s election in Gill and
Montague, with incumbent
Kristin Boyle returning for three
years, joined by leff Singleton
from Montague and Jen Waldron
from Gill.

Doug Brown cruised to an
easy victory for the one-year seat
from Montague on the school
committee,  while  Emily
Monosson, running unopposed
for the two-year seat in
Montague, was the top vote get-
ter tor the school district, with
745 votes in Montague alone.

In the race for two three-year
Montague seats, Jeff Singleton
garnered 790 votes, to incum-
bent Kristin Boyle’s 644, with
Linda Kuklewicz’ write-in bid
falling short at 164.

[n the race for a three-year
school committee seat in Gill,
Jen Waldron trounced Valeria
‘Timmie’ Smith on her home

Barbara Caruso said, “We did
take your suggestion and went to
Boston,” and found it is possible
for the towns to agree to use the
alternate assessment method.
“We are talking about moving
ahead, without overtones that we
are not contributing. [Our pro-
posal for setting assessments] is
viable, and will cost Orange
nothing.”

Baldassarre had a chance to
look at the proposal and graphs of
different measurements of town
wealth that the finance committee

prepared, rating  Orange,
Wendell, New Salem, and
Petersham. He said, “This is

impressive work.” But he added,
“We need the four towns to
agree” for the proposal to be
adopted. He continued to say that
Petersham Center School has fur-
loughed teachers, and is only
paying them for 160 days of a
180 day school year. He conclud-
ed. “T will do anything to make a
partnership. Call me July Ist,”

turf, outpolling her 182 to 78 in
the town of Gill. Adding
Montague’s totals to that tally,
Waldron beat Smith 603 to 443.

In the three-way race for a
one-year Montague seat, Garry
Earles (85) and Patrick Pezzati
(346) came out short against
Doug Brown (731).

Far down the ballot in
Montague, Paula Girard’s write-
in campaign for a two-year seat
on the Montague Housing
Authority pulled in only 58 votes
against Matt McMullen, who
won with 676.

All other incumbents for
town-wide office in Montague
faced no opposition and were
easily re-elected, with 1005
(18%) of the town’s 5668 regis-
tered voters going to the polls
under cloudy skies.

In the precinct races for town
meeting, incumbent Larry Peters
lost his seat, with Patrick Pezzati
and Sue Dresser joining incum-
bents Paul Kaufman, Les
Cromack, Linda Ackerman,
Allen Ross, and Jeff Singleton to
represent Precinet 1. Top vote
getters in that race were
Ackerman (209) and Singleton
(201), with Peters (147) trailing

when he takes over as superinten-
dent.

Slavas said for the past three
years Wendell has raised the
issue of unfair per-pupil assess-
ments; “We knew [a change]
would not happen, but we need to
start a conversation [early enough
in the budget process to make a
difference].” The four towns can
negotiate and can take some
years to create a more equitable
solution, but a serious conversa-
tion has to start, he said.

The finance committee had to
leave then, to meet with
Wendell’s fire chief, and the
hearing ended; the selectboard
returned to their office to contin-
ue their meeting, and Namin and
Baldassarre departed into the
night.

The selectboard meeting
opened with Phyllis Brooks
reserving the town hall for both
weekend days, September 26th
and 27th, to hold a training in

Cromack (163) and Pezzati
(167), and the others ranged in
between.

Kathy Burek swamped
Malcolm Clark for the one-year
seat in Precinct 1, 158 to 45.

And in the only other town
meeling race in town, perennial
candidate John Donahue came
up short in his bid to reclaim a
seat on town meeting in Precinct
5, losing out to Laura Thorne, 19
to 56.

Several write-in candidates
have accepted seats on town
meeting, including Ed Golrick,
Precinct 2 for a three-year seat;
Kerri Lapoint, Precinct 3 for a
three-year seat; Kenneth Burke
and Lyn Godin, representing
Precinct 3 for two-year seats;
Carol Demers, representing
Precinct 6 for a three-year seat,
and Brian Costa and Dan
Rosenberg, representing
Precinct 6 for two-year seats.

As uvsual, Precinct 1 saw the
heaviest turnout, 278 voters, fol-
lowed by Precinct 3 (195),
Precinct 4 (178), Precinct 2
(136), and Precinct 6 (123), with
Precinet 5 bringing up the rear
with a dismal showing of
95 voters. Wa

Shambala  multi-dimensional
healing.
Town coordinator Nancy

Aldrich read from a letter to the
Wendell selectboard from the
Palmer selectboard asking for
Wendell's support for Palmer’s
effort to re-open the Union
Railroad Station in Palmer, and
to make favorable comments on
the radio. Heard thought that
Palmer is far enough from
Wendell, and that an east-west
railroad connection there would
be of little use to Wendell citi-
zens. She said she would send an
email to the Palmer board declin-
ing the invitation to comment.
Marianne Sundell and Mason
Phelps of the open space commit-
tee met the selectboard with Jay
Rasku, project coordinator of the
North ~ Quabbin  Regional
Landscape Partnership. Sundell
opened her remarks by saying the
open space committee needs new
members, since it is down to four
members, and there is a short
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window to refine the process in
the sale of land under Chapter 61.

Presently, the town has right
of first refusal in any sale of
Chapter 61 land, and the
landowner must inform the
selectboard when offering a piece
Chapter 61 land for sale. She
offered a draft of a new proce-
dure that would have that infor-
mation go to the planning board,
the assessors, the conservation
commission and the open space
committee, as well as to the
selectboard. The plan is too long
for selectboard members to
review in time to enter it into this
year’s annual town meeting war-
rant, and Sundell said she would
be away after June 10th. Phelps
said he would answer the board’s
questions as best he could, and
invited Pooser to liaison with
him, as Pooser ran as a conserva-
tion candidate.

Keller said he wanted to
acknowledge the 39 years Ted

see BUDGET pg 10
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Ben Kilham on Bears

Awmerican Black Beéar

BY TARA GORVINE

GREAT FALLS — Those who
turned up at the Great Falls
Discovery Center on Thursday,

from IDOL pg 1

Lynne Seard

prompting one of the judges,
WHAI’s Dan Guin, to gush, "1
think that’s going to make the
cover of Bank Presidents’
Weekly.”

Greenfield’s Kaleigh Pereira,
singing a song about an unborn
child that took everyone in the
hall, including apparently her-
self, by surprise, came in on the
wrong beat and fumbled her
way through the first verse
before dropping the tune entire-
ly. Though a neutral observer
might have concluded this

May 14th enjoyed an entertain-
ing and informative talk from
Ben Kilham, New Hampshire’s
resident black bear expert. And

would be more than enough to
disqualify her, judge Ferne
Borke came to her rescue, told
Mayo to start the music over
again, told Pereira to take a deep
breath, and let her run through
the number one more time from
the beginning. She made the top
five.

But the biggest surprise of all
came next, when a young lady
with a beautiful voice took her
turn at the microphone for one
last shot at top ranking. Lynne
Seard, of Montague, with her
unpolished, unpretentious stage
manner, stood in front of the
crowd and sang “Ave Maria™ —
the Beyonce version, but still.
From the first note, she trans-
ported the crowd, the judges, the
camera crew, everyone watching
at home, as if an angel of an
entirely different order of mag-
nitude had descended to light up
the stage and delight us for three
stunned minutes with her ethere-
al presence and seraphic voice.
So sure were we that she would
make the final five that we went
home without bothering to listen
to one more tired country west-
ern honk by Deerfield’s Charlie
Wing, who underwhelmed his
first time out with his low-key

who isn’t just a little curious
about the beautiful and rather
mysterious Ursus Americanus?

Kilham’s lively and informa-
tive talk was illustrated by a
slide show of the many bears
he’s raised and released over the
years. There were plenty of
adorable cubs, as well as shots
of full grown male and female
bears caught in the act of eating,
scratching their backs on trees to
leave their scent, testing plants
for edibility, and just goofing
around. We also saw that female
bears will pick out “babysitting
trees” in which to leave their
young cubs while they go off for
hours at a time. They may also
be found at the foot of these
trees, guarding the cubs.

Most of New England is sec-
ond growth forest — forest that
has grown on land that was once
agricultural. Logging increases
light to the forest floor, thereby

delivery of one more generic
Nashville knock-off and a qua-
ver in his voice that seemed to
say, “Life’s a bitch, but what the
hell can I do about it?”

But surprise, surprise, when
the final curtain fell and the
judges totted up their scores, the
Angel from Montague was
nowhere to be found amid the
finalists, and Charliec Wing was
propped up there where by all
that is holy in show biz Seard
should have been — a travesty
that had everyone in the audi-
ence buzzing and twittering the
next day over their Sunday
morning pancakes.

The other finalists turned in
totally creditable performances:
Matthew Latkiewicz with his
herky-jerky Elton John send up,
and his strangely compelling,
stripped-down version of Ryan
Adams’ “O My  Sweet
Carolina”, inviting everyone
into his brooding internal world.
And Jerri Higgins worked the
stage like a pro, with flounces
and flaming red tresses, doing
her darndest on Alannah Myles’

“Black Velvet.” But none of

them could erase the lasting
impression left by the audi-
ence’s darling, that graceful fall-

increasing vegetation and food
for bears. In consequence the
bear population continues to
grow, so it’s likely that more and
more people in the Valley, par-
ticularly in more rural areas, will
spot a bear at some point in their
lives.

Originally, Kilham was inter-
ested in carnivores in general.
But an orphaned bear cub
brought to him for rehabilitation
sixteen years ago started him on
a more specific path. Together
with his sister, Kilham has
raised and released 65 bears
since then.

In order to understand and
better care for the bears, he care-
fully documents their behavior
and the foods they eat. Each
bear only has contact with one
handler, so they do not become
too comfortable with people in
general. A typical day might
mean a nine-hour walk in the

en idol with a voice like silver:
Lynne Seard. You can still catch
her on Channel 17 reruns, well
worth a visit.Catch the final five

woods while followed by a bear
cub more obedient than any dog
he’s owned. It is this immersion
that has allowed him to under-
stand them so well.

Though Kilham didn’t set out
to discover anything in particu-
lar about bears, his close atten-
tion to their behavior led to
some surprising finds, such as
an olfactory organ that allows
bears to recognize edible vege-
tation by holding it in their
mouth, as well as to recognize
foods on their mother’s breath in
order to know what they should
be eating. Kilham grazed clover
himself in order to test this theo-
ry. This same organ also allows
bears to sniff’ out markings left
up to eight months earlier.

Since bears are oriented
olfactorily rather than visually,
it’s possible for a bear to see a
person and not actually recog-

continued next page

in competition next Saturday,
May 30th, 8 p.m. at the
Shea Theater. You’ll be
pleasantly surprised.

The Shea Theater — illustration by Robert Bent
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nize him at once. If you speak, it
will understand what you are.
And if it smells you coming,
you’ll never see it. They are not
a bit fazed by loud noises, so
clapping your hands, shouting,
or crashing your garbage can
lids won't affect them one way
or the other.

One of the confusions sur-
rounding bears is what exactly
they eat. As Kilham explained,
black bears are omnivorous, but
not predatory. Their diet con-
sists of 85% high quality vege-
tation and 15% meat, usually in
the form of bees, grubs or ants.
As opportunistic eaters, they
may occasionally kill a deer
fawn or moose calf if they
come across it.

A bear must put on 30% of

its body fat before hibernation,
a nursing bear 50%. Human
food garbage is three or four
times more nutritious than a
bear’s natural diet, so if it's
easy to come by, a bear will
eagerly consume it. High-risk
human food is dependable and
available in huge quantities,
whereas their natural food sup-
ply is unpredictable.

As Kilham points out, all
black bear nuisance problems
are due to affluence. Not every

country has so much food they
can afford to throw much of it
away. And what bear wouldn’t
take advantage of our offer-
ings? Bears are food sharers,
meaning they will share excess
food with each other. When
they obtain food from our
yards, they think we’re sharing
our leftovers.

Female black bears living on
human food are more produc-
tive, meaning they birth and
raise more cubs. However they
also die earlier than bears that
don’t live so close to humans.
For those who’ve heard stories
of bears being shot when they
wandered down a main street or
near a school, you know what
he means. So do the bears a
favor and don’t feed them.
You’ll just get them into more
trouble by bringing them regu-

larly into a populated area, and
not everyone will be so eager to
have them around.

Kilham feels that most bear
killings meant to protect people
are unnecessary and he wishes
people, and particularly police
officers, were educated in how
to handle such situations. Often
times, a bear could just be led
away from a town center or
school. One thoughtful audi-
ence member suggested that he
make an educational DVD that

could be played as part of

police  academy training.
Kilham agreed that was a good
idea, but one that would take
money to carry out.

As many of us can attest,
the bears we see around here
tend to be very used to people
and take us in their stride.
What becomes problematic is

MATTIE'S PLACE OF ERVING
Grinders, Pizzas & A Whole Lot More

Full menu available ~ Dine In, Take Out, Free Delivery

French King Entertainment Center
55 French King Highway

if the bears or their cubs get
scared. But Kilham stressed
that these need not be danger-
ous situations if handled cor-
rectly. So if you do have a close
encounter with a black bear, try
to de-escalate it. Maintain a
strong stance and eye contact
and speak softly so the bear
understands there is nothing to
fear. Like any animal, it recog-
nizes fear and weakness, so
don’t be a shrinking violet and
don’t play dead. As Kilham
said, bears are predictable: it’s
humans that act unpredictably.
That said, the biggest ursine
problem any of us are likely to

encounter are bears at the bird
feeder or bears in our compost.
When asked whether a bird
feeder, recently torn down by a
visiting bear, could be replaced
high up a tree and out on a
weaker limb, he replied,
“Everyone tries to beat the
bear, and the bear always
wins.” In other words, give up
on the feeder until the bears go
back to bed.

For more on Ben Kilham,
and for books and videos by
and  about him, Visit:

www. BenKilham.com W a
L S
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Lewis spent on the selectboard,
“He knows every nail in every
building.” and he did not campaign
as hard as he might have because he
was dealing with excavation to
change drainage to deflect water
from the town office building while
the election was taking place. With
this in mind, Keller suggested that a

town position of supervisor of

grounds and buildings might be
created.

Pooser said he had called both
Lewis and Anne Diemand, *to
assist in the transfer of some of his
knowledge to me.”

In November the finance com-
mittee asked town departments to
stop all discretionary spending, but
the planning board has an account,
authorized at last year’s annual
town meeting but not yet spent, to
improve the town's website, A com-
mittee formed, and advertised a
Request for Proposals to improve
the website, but the money has not
yet been spent, nor has the website
improved.

Keller said he would recom-
mend holding off for now, but later
in the meeting when the fnance
committee was back in the select-
board office, Idoine maintained that
it is time to have a functional town
website. He suggested the process
go forward step by step, that it
would serve the town well to get a
proposal, investigate fees and
expenses, and continue the process.
The informal town list serve does
not reach everyone, as many people
do not use the internet, and Keller
said that is an important issue in
how democracy works,

Pooser said, “There is a meeting
[held May 14th, of the website
committee], and my background is
in that area. | could pul some time
and energy into it, find out how far
along the process has gone, and at
least remove blatant inaccuracies
[in the current website].” He asked
about the computers in the office
building, the links to the internet,
and what backup there is for
records on hard drives. He said with

computers, failure is not a matter of

“if,” but “when.” He said he would
be willing to survey the present sys-
tem, considering issues of security
and privacy.

Keller suggested that Pooser
could also check the heating sys-
tem, which is controlled through

the town coordinator’s computer
and has never worked properly.

Pooser commented on the pro-
posed Greenfield Biomass electric
generating plant, and called the
public relations campaign for that
effort a “greenwash,” but said there
is serious controversy about the
impact the plant might bring. Since
Wendell is close to the site, and has
plenty of'the required fuel, the town
should stay aware of developments.

Building inspector Phil Delorey
came into the meeting to request
that his hours at the town office
building be changed to open hours
by telephone. The two long-term
selectboard members asked if he
had met Jeoff Pooser., the new
board member. The two had met
before the election, and Pooser
said, “I did have you kiss my ring.”
Delorey said that open telephone
hours have worked in Warwick,
where he is also building inspector,
and would save people from having
to wait for Thursday office hours to
ask questions, He said, “Not much
building is going on in Wendell
now, or anywhere else.”

The selectboard approved his
request, and Heard asked that he
check back in a couple of months to
confirm that things are going well,
Keller asked if the timing had any-
thing to do with golf season,

The selectboard received official
notice that Maple Valley School
will close at the end of June. Being
an educational institution, the
school has been exempt from pay-
ing property tax, but they have vol-
untarily made equivalent payments

to the town, a significant portion of

the town budget. Either the owners
or the manager of the property will
now be making those payments as
taxes, or else Wendell could end up
owning the property.

Back in the selectboard room,
the finance committee talked a little
about the budget hearing, and then
Slavas said the commiltee is going
to recommend no salary increases
for town employees this year.
Caruso said everyone understands
the difficulties. Idoine said the
highway commission has cut their
budget, and has held off on hiring a
third full-time employee. Caruso
said the finance committee wants to
make sure the highway department
15 not using the budgeted salary for
routine expenses, and that the
department is not cutting essentials.

Idoine said there are two growing
problems in the department: a back-
hoe that should be replaced for
$200.000, and a 20-year-old dump
truck that needs $5,000 in repairs to
pass inspection. He proposed shop-
ping for a used backhoe, with
$50,000 from stabilization, retiring
the old dump truck, calling the 12-
year-old dump truck the backup
sander, and looking for a newer
truck for the town’s first plow and
sanding truck.

Town  coordinator  Nancy
Aldrich said there is $220 million
in stimulus money for fire stations,
and Slavas said that the supervisor
of buildings and grounds could
bring 1ssues facing the fire station
and highway garage [orward.
Caruso said she was torn by the
contrast between no raises for town
employees and the creation of a
new town position. Aldrich said
when the Full Moon Coffechouse
had no heat, the coffeehouse com-
mittee called Lewis, and he knew
how to get the heat working.

Materials to replace the fence
around the basketball court have
been located, but with the highway
crew short one full-time worker,
they will not be able to replace the
fence without delaying other work.
Keller suggested hiring the compa-
ny that sold Wendell the parts.
Labor costs for the project cannot
come from the community develop-
ment block grant, but Slavas sug-
gested the police department has
money, and police chief Ed Chase
has said the basketball court could
be a good use for some of'it.

Heard said that Larry Ramsdell,
the town maintenance person, had
drawn up plans for a trellis to sup-
port a perennial sweet pea vine that
would shade the town office entry-
way in summer when heat builds
up, and then die back in the winter
when solar gain is welcome. She
laid out the plans on the selectboard
table, and said that material cost to
make the trellis out of copper pipe
was $225 to 5250, and that labor
would be covered by Ramsdell’s
salary. Aldrich said Greenfield
Glass has an adjustable window
replacement that would allow warm
air to leave the vent to the outside in
summer, at a price of $110.
Payment might come from the
se¢lectboard’s account, or from

money remaining in the Wa
L

building account.
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Donald Richer of the 300th
Combat Engineer Battalion

which now has more than
70,000 words of narrative,

700 photographs, a roll of

those who served in the
300th, an interactive map
and 53 separate audio seg-
ments of the men sharing
their war experiences.

In recognition of the
65th anniversary of the
Normandy Invasion and
the U.S. campaign in
Europe, the Montague
Reporter will follow the
men of the 300th as the
battalion moved through
France, Belgium and
Germany from their land-
ing in Normandy in June,
1944 to VE Day on May
8th, 1945. Most of the
accounts will be in the
words of the men of the
300th themselves.

In England, in May of

1944, the more than 600
well-trained men of the
300th knew that an Allied
invasion of Europe was
imminent. They were
ready to move into combat,
performing their various
jobs as engineers while
under fire and likely at
times in direct combat.
Donald Richter, 300th vet-
eran, recalled his memories
of the days in England
before the Normandy
Invasion,

“In mid-May of ‘44, |
believe, we were assem-
bled with all of our trucks
loaded with men and
equipment. We were told
that we would receive
assault landing training in
preparation for an invasion
somewhere in Europe. We

May 21, 2009
waited and waited,
and finally were

ordered to dismount,
since we would not be
receiving assault
training as the assign-
ment had gone to our
sister outfit, the 299th.
We were relieved, but
somewhat disappoint-
ed.

“Each night we
witnessed aircrafl tak-
ing off, pulling large

gliders and later
returning, We
assumed that this was

training for an invasion on
the continent. The number
of aircraft towing gliders
was much greater on the
night of June 5th, and the
aircraft returned without
their tows. This was a sign
to us that the invasion had
begun without us.

“Later in the morning,
radios in the company area
carried the address of
General Eisenhower telling
his troops in England that
D-Day was indeed at hand,
and that a huge armada of
ships along with airborne
troops had begun to invade
France. He said that all of
us would soon be joining
in the battle to free Europe
from the control of Nazi
Germany.

“Most of us, T believe,
had mixed feclings. While
we were relieved at not
having to participate in the
initial landing on D-Day,
we were also just a bit let
down for not being called
upon to participate in the
greatest military assault in
the history of mankind.

Note: Donald Ross
received an honorable dis-
charge as a TEC 4 on
November 5th, 1945, He
returned to the Springfield
area where he married, had
children and worked as a
second generation journey-
man plumber for 40 years.

The website of the
300th Combat Engineer
Battalion can be found at:
www.300thcombatengi-

neersinwwii.com ﬂ
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ARROWHEAD BAIT & TACKLE SHOP

Black Powder ~ Knives ~ Live Bait

Sunday Special Spend $20/with this AD

Get any Reel up to 20 Ibs Filled FREE

Hunting and Archery
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Going Over theWarrant

BY DAWN MONTAGUE

TURNERS FALLS - The
Montague selectboard officially
welcomed newly elected mem-
ber Mark Fairbrother on
Tuesday, May 19th, and appoint-
ed Patricia Pruitt as selectboard
chair for the next twelve months.

The board held two liquor
license hearings on Tuesday.
Burrito Rojo and the Montague
Performing Arts Center each
applied for permission to serve
beer and wine.

John Keating, a resident of K
Street, presented the case for
Burrito Rojo, a new Mexican
restaurant he is planning to open
in June on Avenue A and 3rd
Street, in the former VFW post.
Keating said serving beer and
wine would complement the
spicy foods there, and A couple
of taps is all we're looking for.”

Jordan Quinn requested a
liquor license for the Montague
Performing Arts Center, to be
housed in the former Ste. Anne’s
church and rectory. Selectboard
member Patricia Pruitt recused
herself from the hearing, because
her husband is involved in the
project.

Quinn’s proposal included

three outdoor and four indoor
spaces where beer and wine
would be served, though she
acknowledged the facility would
not be fully operational for at
least a year. Selectboard member
Patricia Allen asked Quinn when
she expected the first part of the
complex to open, and Quinn said
the rectory should be open this
fall, and there have been many
requests coming in to schedule
events already.

Both liquor license requests
were approved by the select-
board, and forwarded to the
Alcoholic Beverage Control
Commission for final approval.

Brooke Hastings, of the
Turners Falls High School stu-
dent council, gave a brief report
on a band trip to Hershey, PA,
Joshua Gammon mentioned that
the high school awards ceremony
is next Thursday, and graduation
is Friday, May 29th. Since
Gammon is graduating, Hastings
will be the liaison from the TFHS
student council to the selectboard
for the next school year.

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio requested the use
of program income funds for two
projects: $2000 for downtown

beautification, including mulch
and compost for the planters
along Avenue A; and $12.850 for
paving and repairs at the Town
Hall, following the April 23rd
crash of a van driven by Melody
Hillock, of Rastallis Way, which
collided with the front entrance
of town hall afier failing to nego-
tiate a turn onto First Street. The
disbursement was approved.

The 18-article warrant for
annual town meeting was read.
Town meeting will be held
Saturday. June 6th, at 9:00 a.m.
at the Turners Falls High School.

Here are the highlights of the
warrant, The finance committee
and selectboard are proposing to
spend $6,815,376 for general
government operations on the
townside of the budget, a 1.3%
increase over last year, mostly to
cover a rise in excluded debt. In
consideration of the dire state of
the national economy, and the
collapse of revenues on the state
and local level, the town is antic-
ipating at least a $350.000
decline in state aid this year. That
number may still get worse.

The proposed $6.8 million
town operating budget rellects
no cost of living increases for
town employees, a shift over the
past year from employee contri-
bution to their health plans from
15% to 20%, and a one-time
negotiated health insurance off-

set lor employees of 1.3% to
compensate [or that shift. The
proposed town operating budget
also reflects a $50,000 savings in
the DPW department for switch-
ing to a private contractor to han-
dle curbside recycling pickup,
and a $65,000 increase in the
police department budget to
accommodate the increased
operating costs of the new police
station.

The warrant will also seek
approval to borrow $1 million in
anticipation of federal funds to
pay for new equipment and other
improvements at the waste water
treatment facility, to allow for
more cost effective sludge han-
dling. These improvements,
which will come at no cost to the
town, will eventually save an
anticipated $100,000 a year in
operating costs at the treatment
plant.

The town will be asked to
authorize spending in anticipa-
tion of receipt of $385.180 in
Chapter 90 highway funds from
the state, which will allow the

DPW to repave the remainder of

Turners Falls Road to the
Montague Book Mill

The warrant seeks approval
from town meeting members to
appropriate $25,000 to pay con-
tinuing maintenance costs for the
Montague Center School, to heat

see MONTAGUE pg.12

Police Chief Contract
Finalized for

PARZYCH PHOTO
Chief David Hastings

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL - On Thursday, May 14th,
the Gill selectboard approved a
new three-year contract for
police chief David Hastings.
Hastings, who is reportedly at the
top of the personnel pay scale

Three Years

after 13 years as Gill’s chief, will
receive standard longevity pay
increases of $250 per year above
his salary of $59,457, according
to Gill finance committee chair
Tupper Brown. Brown said a
clause in the chief’s contract
entitling Hastings to a lump sum
payment equivalent to the bal-
ance of the term of his appoint-
ment, but in no event less than
twelve months’ salary and bene-
fits, should he be terminated for
any reason other than just cause,
remained in force in the new
contract.

Residents and finance com-
mittee members had objected to
this clause at a brief open hearing
on the chief’s contract on
Thursday, April 23rd, and had

also called on the selectboard to
limit the term of the chief’s con-
tract renewal to one year, rather
than three, in consideration of the
uncertain financial position of
the town in the present economic
downtumn. The town has pursued
off-and-on discussions with the
towns of Berardston and
Northfield about the possibility
of sharing a police chief, and for
this reason, too, some residents
had called on the board to limit
the chief’s contract renewal to
one year, to see how those dis-
cussions progressed.

But after numerous closed-
door meetings, the selectboard
finally voted 2-1, with Ann
Banash in opposition, to approve
the renewal of the chief™s con-
tract. The vote came just prior to
Monday’s town election, where
five-term selectboard incumbent

Lee Stevens was defeated more
than two-to-one by political new-
comer John Ward, Stevens sup-
ported the three-year extension
of the chief’s contract.

Selectboard chair Nancy
Griswold also backed the three-
year renewal for the chief. “Since
the beginning, the contract has
been for three years at a time,”
said Griswold. “I saw no need to
change it because the finance
committee felt we should.”

She continued, “David has
done an outstanding job for the
town of Gill, and he will contin-
ue to do so. He has never asked
for these terms. My feeling was
if David had gotten a one-year
contract, come July 1st, he'd be
giving notice.”

She added, “He deserves to
have that contract, and I'm very
pleased he got it.”

135 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls

48 Years Growing
Experience

200 Acres of Nursery Plants
Garden Center & Gifts
Container Plants
Residential Plants
Trees & Shrubs

MemoriaL Day
SPECIALS

Beautiful Annuals
& Perennials

Vegetables,
Geraniums
Azaleas in Bloom

Lilacs 4'-5'
Regularly $60
On sale for $19.99

Lilacs 5'-6'
Regularly $100
On sale for $24,99

- Landscape Design
* Muich
« Deliveries Availahle
* Nursery Stock
arriving Daily
Open Seven Days

Mon to Sat 7am to 5:30pm
Sunday 9am to 5pm

Tel: (413) 863-2510
Fax: (413) 863-3079

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER

POLISH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:30 AM-3:00 PM Daily - Closed Sundays

Best Polish Food this

Stwce 19710

Professional Painting & Decorating

Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS

Geri

ACRB'CRS’ S

66 French King Highway

Seniors
Real Estate
Support

side of Krakow!

24 French King Hwy @ TF Bridge
863-9991

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA » 413-863-4346
99 Years on the Auel

Gill, MA D1376
(413) 863-9736
Fax (413) 863-9739

«—BAKER—
Office Supply
New and Used Off-Lease Copiers
We Service Everything We Sell
All Inclusive Maintenance

Agreements

774-2345

Locally owned since 1941

Full service market
Fresh Local Produce
Beer & Wine

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS20066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owner
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One Hallma rk Museum for Rent

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS - Last
month, Premier Education

Group, a private east coast
career-training organization that
owns 22 schools from Maine to
Delaware, purchased the
Hallmark Institute of
Contemporary Photography. The
purchase, for an undisclosed sum,
gave the 35-year-old photogra-
phy school a new lease on life,
but did not necessarily include a
new lease for either of the
Institute’s downtown photogra-
phy museum galleries, anchors of
the Avenue’s revitalization effort.

Last Thursday, a large sign
appeared in the picture window
of Hallmark Gallery 52, on the
corner of 2nd Street, (the former
Crocker Bank building) advertis-
ing Commercial Real Estate for
rent, and confirming the town’s
fears on the future of the museum

BAKING Clo,

Get Your Orders
in €arly for
Graduation

Cakgsl!
863-4455

i

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

DAVOL PHOTO

Prime Space for 1ease on the Avenue

galleries on that side of the Ave,

The Crocker Bank building
was renovated by Rural
Development Incorporated, a
non-profit arm of the Franklin
County Regional Housing and
Redevelopment Agency.
FCRHRA  director  Robin
Sherman said that Hallmark
owed five months’ back rent on

the gallery space in the Crocker
building. “We’'re interested in
negotiating,” with the new owner
of Hallmark, Sherman said on
Wednesday, to see if the lease can
be salvaged.

But by this Thursday, the pho-
tography displayed in the win-
dows had been taken down, along
with the bold black letters speel-

ing Hallmark Museum on the
building facade.
On the other side of the
Avenue, in the Colle Opera
House, which is owned by the
town of Montague, Hallmark
Gallery 85 is even further in
arrears. Town administrator
Frank Abbondanzio said
Wednesday that Hallmark had
not paid rent on the 2300
square feet of gallery and stor-
age space in the Colle since
“September or October.” The
rent for that space had report-
edly been $3,000 a month.
Abbondanzio said the town
was weighing a number of
considerations, including the
difficulty of finding a suitable
tenant for that key storefront
location in a down economy,
and the importance of the
Hallmark Museum to the
success of the town’s strategy for
downtown revitalization through
arts-based economic develop-
ment and tourism. He said the
town was negotiating a reduction
in the lease with the new owner
of Hallmark, and appears to have
struck a two-year deal to extend
the museum’s lease that will

leave a deficit of about $2,500 a
year in the Colle’s cash flow.

Gary Camp, president and
CEO of Premier Education
Group, reached at his Springfield
office on Wednesday, “We did
meet with the town administrator,
and we are enthusiastic about the
museum that operates in the town
of Montague’s building.”

He said Hallmark president
George Rose had confirmed on
Wednesday afier speaking with
the town administrator that a deal
had been struck for a new two-
year lease on the Colle museum,
as of June 1st.

Abbondanzio said he would
seek additional program income
money from the selectboard to
supplement the Colle’s capital
stabilization fund, which would
lack steady cash flow under the
new lease arrangement.

Patti Dion, town tax collector,
said $105.000 in back taxes owed
to the town of Montague had
been paid in full for the Hallmark
Institute’s buildings on Industrial
Boulevard and Millers Falls
Road, following the April trans-
fer of the property to Premium
Education Group.

from MONTAGUE pg 11
and secure that vacant building for
another winter, while a re-use plan
is being completed.

Town meeting will be asked to
approve a 5.7% decrease in ils
assessment for the Franklin
County Technical School
($640,076) for the coming fiscal
year, and a 2.4% increase in the
assessment for the Gill-Montague
Regional School District

ear

QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

I

I

($7,363,135). The finance commit-
tee is recommending a lower
assessment figure for the GMRSD
- $7,125,199 — to preserve more of

the town’s dwindling reserve funds
in an era of economic uncertainty
and state aid shortfalls.

The final two articles will seek
approval to set up a study commit-

tee to recommend changes to the

Gill-Montague Regional School

District, including the apportion-

ment of capital costs between the

member towns, alternative assess-

ment methodology, and school
committee structure and function.
Article 18 would set up a Regional
School District

bility of merging with other school

districts, or adding towns to the

GMRSD.
The selectboard voted to
approve the rezoning of the

Montague Center School building,
from a recreational/education zone
to a neighborhood business zone.

Planning
Committee to consider the advisa-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Dog Bites and Break-Ins

Tuesday, 5/12

12:35 pm. Report of
dog bite on Old State
Road. Animal control
officer advised.
Wednesday, 5/13

6:30 am. Report of
breaking and entering
into a motor vehicle on
West High Streer. 7:45
am. Report of break-
ing and entering into a
motor vehicle with lar-
ceny over $250 on
Gunn  Street.  Under
nyestigation.

840 am. Report of
breaking and entering
into a motor vehicle on
CGunn Street,

10:33 am. Report of
breaking and entering
mto a motor vehicle
with larceny under
$250 on Gunn Street. .
12:55 pm. 911 hang
up call from a North
Streer address, Found to
be child playing with a
phone. All OK.

I:IS pan.  Report of

investigation.

5:00 pm.  Assisted
Northfield p()[ice with
subjects jumping off
Schell Bridge. Gone
upon arrival.

Thursday, 5/14

7:50 pm.  Officer to
FFisher Road, Northfield
with Northfield police
regarding trespass order.
Saturday, 5/16

6:30 pm.  Report of
suspicious  vehicle and
noise at Usher Plant in
Erving Center. Found
male subject fishing,
who stated noise sound-
ed like tin roof moving
in the wind.

7:07 pam.  Ciration

issued to
for operat-

ing a motor vehicle after
revocation of license
and license not in pos-
SESSI0M.

Sunday, 5/17

[:530 pm. Report of

past breaking and enter-

Monday, 5/18

6:40 aum. Report of car
vs. deer on Route 2 at
Erving / Orange town
line.

7:05 am. Report of
person jumping off of
the French King Bridge.
On scene, under inyesti-
gation,

9:29 am. Report of
dog bite on State Road.
Animal control advised.
1:30 pm. Report of
past breaking and enver-
ing on Prart Street.
Tuesday, 5/19

9:00 p.m, Assisted
Montague police with
car crash into pole on
Millers Falls Road at
Lake Pleasant.

I

1:43 ls.m. Arrested

-ﬂ)r littering from
a motor vehicle, seat
belt violation, operating
a motor vehicle after
suspension of license,
subsequent offense, and

" Mass. Contractor Reg.#107 141 3 :
ot NIMCITUT] o spmosch 1o dveor s et o S e
JOE GRAVE LIHE e D P S e i e
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Products for your animals, Bill & Kathy White AGreat Financial Porine
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GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES

Formerly LaBelle & Leitner

AUDI « VW « VOLVO « BMW

Announces the Hiring of Mike Baldwin, Master Toyota Technician
since 1982. Bring in your Toyotas, Hondas and Asian Cars

rout Winds echool
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Postcard from France

Rambling in Paris

BY DAVID BRULE — There are
days here when the light is just
right, and the mood coincides
with the light, when it’s just
enough to be in Paris, to take a
hike around town.

Rambling in a city like Paris
doesn’t have any rules, that’s the
good part, much like just
ambling, whereas, if you'd like
to saunter like Thoreau in
Concord, you'd actually have to
pay attention, take notes , meas-
ure things, or find deep philo-
sophical meaning in the light
upon Walden Pond. So no split-
ting hairs today, it's a ramble for
sure.

On go the walking shoes and
a backpack — you never know
what you may pick up along the
way, and need to carry. You're
set for the open road, or rather,
the open streets. There's certain-
ly no need to pack a lunch, and
when your thirst overcomes you,
there’s a café on every corner,
and a glass of wine will do you
just fine, And there’s plenty of
chances to fight off starvation;
pastry shops were invented just
for that!

The train from the outskirts
brings me to St. Lazare station,
and [ find myself following my
feet, angling up the winding

streets to Montmartre. Easy
enough to keep oriented, with
the white Basilica of Sacre-
Coeur high up on the hill over-
looking the city, seeming quite
Byzantine and out of place as
though it should be in
Constantinople rather than Paris.

When I walk, my mind ram-
bles like my feet and being fasci-
nated by history, 1 can’t help
thinking about the curious
events that put the basilica up
there. Seems that the Emperor
Napoleon IIl, having gotten
France into a war with Prussia in
1870, managed to get himself
captured on the battlefield in
northern France, which put a
quick end to the Franco-Prussian
War, as you can imagine. The
Prussians showed up in Paris,

bring their word bistrot with
them, when ordering in cafes, so
that eventually cafes also
became known as Bistrots,
which means “quick,” “tout de
suite” in their language.

Taking advantage of the
power vacuum, the working
classes of Montmartre and sur-
rounding quarters rose up and
proclaimed a workers” republic
in 1871, which was shortly
thereafter put down by a new
French government, afier exe-
cuting tens of thousands of
Parisians. Talk about class war-
fare! At any rate, it was decided
to put a basilica on top of the
rebellious neighborhoods, to
symbolize redemption of the
Marx-inspired atheists who
revolted. You don’t find that in

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION
BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q Can drinking
alcohol give you gout?

Gout, which is one of the most
painful forms of arthritis, is
caused by a build-up of crystals
of uric acid in a joint. Alcohol can
lead to increased production of
uric acid so it puts you at a high-
er risk of getting gout.

Alcohol leads to gout in multi-
ple ways:

* It contains purines, proteins
that are broken down into uric
acid. Purines are found naturally
in your body and in some foods.

* [t promotes dehydration, which

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Does Booze Give You Gout?

raises the uric-acid level in the
blood.

* It leads to the production of lac-
tic acid, which can increase the
level of uric acid.

» It stimulates enzymes in the
liver that break down proteins to
produce more uric acid.

Ofien, gout affects joints in the
lower part of the body such as the
ankles, heels, knees, and espe-
cially the big toes. However, it
can also attack the elbows, wrisls
and fingers.

Pseudogout has similar symp-
toms and is sometimes confused
with gout. But it is caused by cal-
cium phosphate, not uric acid.

Gout is more common in men.
Men are more likely to develop
gout in their forties. Women gen-
erally get gout after menopause.

Early attacks usually subside
within three to ten days, even

without treatment, and the next
attack may not occur for months
or even years. Uric acid buildup
can lead to kidney stones.
Untreated gout can cause perma-
nent joint and kidney damage.
Most people with gout are
able to control their symptoms
with treatment. The most com-
mon treatments are high doses of
oral non-steroidal anti-inflamma-
tory drugs, or corticosteroids,
which are taken by mouth or
injected into the affected joint.
Patients often begin to improve
within a few hours of treatment.
More than two drinks a day
for men, and more than one for
women, increases the risk of get-
ting gout. Other factors include
family history of gout, high blood
pressure, diabetes, high choles-
terol, narrowing of the arteries,
thiazide diuretics, and low-dose

aspirin.

No specific dietary changes
have been proven to reduce your
risk of gout. However, even

though there is no absolute proof

that a gout diet works, it seems
like a sound idea to avoid
purines. Foods high in purines
include organ meats, anchovies,
herring, mackerel, asparagus and
mushrooms,

Some iffv stuff:

There are studies that show an
association between coflee drink-
ing and lower uric acid levels.
The current evidence isn’t strong
enough to begin a coffee habit.

Vitamin C may reduce uric
acid in your blood. However,
vitamin C hasn’t been studied as
a treatment for gout.

Cherries have been linked to
reduced uric acid in your blood,
but it is unclear if they affect gout
symptoms.

If vou have a questions write
to fred@healthygeezer.com

many history books, but | have it
from reliable sources and appar-
ently, it’s true.

So as | said, when you're
rambling you have license to do
whatever you please, and to
think about whatever you want,
since on a day like this there are
no rules, no agenda. When
you're out walking you see
things you’d miss if you were in
the underground Metro or even
on a bus. You see other walkers
and other denizens of the streets.

Most Parisians, like New
Yorkers, seem to be in a rush to
get somewhere else. But there
are plenty of others with little to
do but pass time on the streets.
There are Edith Piaf-like street
singers, a violinist, or even
entire quartets playing Mozart or
Bach. There are flute-players
from the Andes, or gypsies [rom
Central Europe playing mad,
intricate jazz variations.

Parisians are prone to open

see PARIS page 16
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* System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain
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* Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

LicENSED, INSURED
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES * POWER WASHING

BRIAN McCuE, PRESIDENT
240 GREeeNFIELD Roap * MonTAGUE, MA
PHoONE & Fax: 413-367-9896

307 River Rd, So. Deerfield, Md

Pine Nook Daylillies

Open May 9th - August 15th

Rain or Shine

Weekends 10:00-5:00 Weekdays by Chance %

Field Dug Plants, Over 130 Varieties
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Cheapside Bridge in Deerfield, 6 Miles South
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»
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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TURNERS FﬁLLS MASSACHUSETTS
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e Specialize In impossible Deadlines!

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* oversize copies
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23 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology ¢ old-fashioned personal service

180 Main Street, Greenfield + 413-774-3500 + greenfield@copycatprintshop.com
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ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
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and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

TRUCKS

Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)
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29 5th Street,

ATURNING POINT
SALON

Turners Falls | 413-863-9408

Pam Veith Real Estate

Specializing in
Wedding Hair
wnd Make-up

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
ABR,CRS, =-PRO.GRI, SRES CBR

REALTOR

Hunue G

@ﬁ L :'m?’ﬂ"—ﬂ@ -lus

75 Main Street
Northheld, MA 01360

Office; 413<

Email bedsonl@come

Locally Roasted in Greenfield

*Fresh Baked Goods
*Diemand Farm Eggs
s Adams Donuts

» Daily Specials
= Wifi

"My Office is Always Open to You.f"

“"Sandwiches like mom used to make" «khamasaion
» Pierce Brothers Coffee

Organic Fair Trade Espresse,Cocoa &Tea

e Soup made from scratch
o We Roast our own Meats

Reliable Hours & Friendly Service

round he,,.

Cate
111 Avenue A Turners Falls MA
call in for fast pick up! 413-863-2800
M

on - Fri 6:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sot, 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m,
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JEP’S PLACE: Part CXXIII

Driver’s Test

v

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

GILL - The dreaded day
arrived. T came home to find the
kerosene drum, standing upright
with the end chopped out. The
axe leaned against it. I knew 1
was in deep trouble when [ saw
the grim look on Pa’s face.

“Look at that! Kerosene's all
gone.”

[ didn’t know what to say,
knowing he must have been in a
blind rage to go at the drum with
an ax.

L L 1T
-
>
' o
KEEF U

2 ¢
wisEl-lsi ey |
"It's just a stone's throw from reality."
Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liguor

MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544-8646

Lockes Village Rd.
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

EXCAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks -
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch

413-863-3652

S

“That drum’s no good — it’s
got a hole in it. All the kerosene
leaked out,” he said. “T'll use it
for a rain barrel.”

I don’t know what he thought
the Chevy had been running on,
but I figured it was time to regis-
ter the car and apply for a ration
book.

Registering the car, at 15, was
easy. The insurance agency asked
no questions about age. Since
they got the plates from the reg-
istry for me, I didn’t have to
answer any questions there,
either. The Gill ration board
issued me an A book. | got a
friend with a license to drive to
D.O. Paul’s general store to fill
up the tank.

Learners could drive at age 16
when accompanied by a licensed
driver. My friend knew the test

route. We drove the route, over
and over, until I had all the
required maneuvers down pat.
On my 16th birthday, I drove to
the Registry of Motor Vehicles to
take the test during the noon hour.

“Age 16, today; are you?” the
Registry official asked, reading
my application. “How’d you
learn to drive? You didn’t learn
just this morning.”

“Oh, 1 learned on the farm,
driving tractors and stull.”

He may have been tipped off
that T was familiar with the test
routine when [ went on to the
next part of the test before he
instructed me. He cult the road test
short. 1 figured he’d flunked me
and have me arrested for driving
around the test circuit before I
was 16, But apparently he could
see | could drive with a fair
amount of skill, and he issued me
the license.

— Continued Next Week

MCTV Channel 17
Afternoon/Evening Schedule 5/22 - 5/28

visit www.montaguema.net for complete schedule

Friday, May 22

1:30 pm. Why or Why Not Nuclear
Power?

430 pm. Wisdom Way Solar Village
Documentary

5:30 pan. Women and Aids

G000 pam. Over The Falls: Maint‘aining
I'he Strength

6:30 pm. Montague Update-Susan
Shilliday

7:00 pan. GMRSD 5/19/09
Saturday, May 23

Health Hill: Transtat

Full Circle Adoptions

1:30 pan.
2:00 pan.
300 pm. Francis Doughty

00 pamn. In Liew We Trust Pll
5:30 pm. Over The Falls: Ttee
Steward Project

6:00 pam. Valley Idol Semi Finals
2009

9:30 p.m. Franklin Counry Matrers
Community Action

Sunday, May 24

[:30 pm. Allagash 2007

2:00 pm. An Tnside Look mto Tran
400 pm. Athol to Orange River Rac
Race 2009

6:00 pm. Back In The Day Night
Variety Show

8:00 pm. Baystate Franklin Medical
Center Health Beat

9:00 p-. Both Sides of the Bnc[gc
10:00 p.m. Athel to Orange River Rat
Race 2009

Monday, May 25

L:30 pam. Coffee House Series Ferne
Bork, Dan Tinen, Bruce Kahn Trio
2:30 pan. Exploring New Worlds in
New England

3:00 poL. Falls Table 4-14-08

400 pan. Fate of the Stallion

430 pam.. Franais Doughey

5:30 pam. Franklin County Matters
Domestic Violence

7:00 pam. Select Board 5/19/09
9:30 pm, In Liew We Trust prl
10:54 pam. In Lies We Trust
Tuesday, May 26

A
; p

J-D. Keating, bis wife Christina Sheppard, (&H{_:gf:fc'r Maddie aﬁff_-y:w;;{g
Aundrew plan a family style Mexcican eatery in the former VW hall

BY BRIDGET SWEET
TURNERS FALLS — His sec-
ond child, Andrew, was only one
month old when J.D. Keating got
the word. His next baby, a fast-
food Mexican restaurant on the
corner of Avenue A and 3rd
Street named Burito Rojo. had
just been given the green light for
a construction loan from the
Western Massachusetts
Enterprise Fund of Holyoke, and
was cleared and ready for takeoff
in June!

“Good Food Fast” is the
motto. Keating wants his patrons
to be able to walk in, order, and
eat a great meal within half an
hour. He claims, “The burrito is
the new American hamburger,”
and we will gladly pay him
Tuesday for one of them today.

Burrito Rojo will offer
California-styled burritos at a

1:00 pam,. Naturalist Laurte Sanders
2:00 pan. Montague Update: Stephen
Kulik

3:00 p-m. V:i"cy Idol Semi Finals
2009

6:30 pm. Over The Falls: Italy
Comes To Heath

7:00 pam. GMRSD (Live)
Wednesday, May 27

1:30 pam. Safe and Green Campagn
3:00 p.m. Seabrook 1977.

4:30 pm. Sencka Falls

reasonable price. Keating is for-
tunate to have Seth Licata, for-
merly of Armadillo Burrito in
Keene, consulting on the ramp
up. Their menu is posted online
at http://burritorojo.com, and it
looks mouth watering! (Skipping
the Tofu anyway.)

Burrito Rojo will have Wi-Fi,
the work of local artists displayed
on movable screens separating
off a special kids” space, where
birthday parties and other private
functions can take place. Keating
plans to use local produce from
local farms, and will seek a beer
and wine license too.

The whirlwind renovations
under the direction of Carsten
Dahl have transformed the old
back room of the VFW faster
than Mickey with a Sorcerer’s
cap on could have. Can’t wait til
June!

500 pan. Senses of Place

6:30 pan. Shingle The Roof
8:00 pm. 2009 Valley Idol Finals
Thursday, May 28

2:30 pm. All About Bats

2:50 pan. Discovery Center:
Northern Bats

400 pm. Downtown on lee
5:00 pm. Dodging The Bow
7:00 pam. Select Board 5/19/09
9:00 pm. Valley Idol Finals 2009

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

.
SINCE 1888

AH. Rist

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

Tracey Kuklewicz
Vice President

Turners Falls, MA

email: tracey@ahrist.com

159 Avenue A

01376

web: www.ahrist.com

863-4373

... please visit 0

rayon, wool & Japanese printed cotfons.

Vinlage-inspired bultons, jewelry & searves.

Delectable Mountain Cloth
125 Main Street, Brattiebore, VT 05301

www.delectablemountain.com

(802) 257-4456

eananenderts

ur website or the store for even more

f@ Prudential

3.5 East Main Street, Orange, MA 01364

Bus: 978-544-9000 Fax: 978-544-9099

Cell: 413-422-8542 www.prudentialorange.com
serving Franklin County & North Quabbin areas

B MiS Offering A Fresh Start for Home and Life

Ann Forslund
REALTOR®

Prime Properties

ST LC o

TURNS LAWN CARE
Spedalizing in all aspects of Lawn and Properfy Mainfenonce.
Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
“Spring Clean Up and
Season-Long Property Maintenance”
Residentiol & Commerdial - Fully Insured

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

4 Main Road, Gill

Closed Mon & Tues-

/1)
/4| Yol

Open 5-9 Wed, Thurs &
Sun, 5 - 10 Fri and Sat

Available for Private Parties

FINE ITALIAN DINING

WEDNESDAY WINE NIGHT
Glass %5, Bottle $20
Appetizers $10

THURSDAY NIGHT JAZZ
6:30-9:30

413-863-4441

166 Avenue A, Turners Falls

www.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO.com

Brian Bowden-Smith
Lic: PL31465-)

413-863-5218

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& DINNER

Giddy Up

Route 2 - Gill
413-863-8210

BERKSHIRE BREWING
Beer Now AVAILABLE

A
U

Interior
Exterior

PETER WATERS

HOUSE PAINTING

978-544-6534

— T — i ——— T —— ——— — " —

Wendell
MA

L gt JC at Y v ¥y
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ARTS & ENTERTAINM

THURSDAY, MAY 21st

At The Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: All-Star Variety Benefit for
the Dakin Animal Shelter. §5 to
$20 suggested donation,

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wailing
Dave ul‘:inlsor\, Tnmmy
Filault and Campnhy. Blues
Based Roots music, 8to 10 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 22nd
At The Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Onit 7, jazz, funk, soul,
9:30 p.m. $5 cover.

Wild Wood perforvs at Macha Mayas Coffie |Honse & Espresso

S

calmysterylour.com.

At The Rendezvous,
Turners Falls: Knit & Craft
Night, free juke box, 7
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27th
Deja Brew, Wendell:
Knitting & Crafts Night, 7
to 10 p.m. Any craft/skill

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

level.

At The Rendezvous,
Turners Falls:
Mon+ague Pl‘\ah{'cm

Brain E:n}\ar\ge‘ 5
cover, 9 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 28th
At The Rendezvous,
Turners  Falls:  Lady
‘Bﬁgk{' | Sway
grungefindie from NYC &
Boston, $3 cover.

Deja Brew, Wendell:

Larvy Kepp, Country and
City Blues Guitar with

vocals, 8 fo 10 p.m,

Bar, Shelburne Valls on Vriday, May 2910 at 7:30pm. With faun-

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Mike Stetson Band.
Rock & roll, 9:30 p.m.

At the Bookmill, Montague
Center;: Drew Hickum & the
Colonels, §5 at 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blame It On Tina,
Wendell's fav's, Jen Spingla, Bob Rosser
and of course Tina, 9 to 11 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 22nd & 23rd
Ashfield Community Theater presents:
The Voysey Inheritance. A collision of
money, family, corruption and con-
science, A tale for our times. Directed by
Martin Shell at the Ashfield Town Hall,
7:30 p.m.. $12/86 opening night.

FRIDAY to SUNDAY, MAY 22nd to 24th
33rd Annual Flea Market & Gas Engine
Show, Rt. 10, Bernardston. Food booth,
raffles, gas engine show & awards, AUC-
TION! 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday a benefit for
the United Church of Bernardston.
www.unitedchurchofbernardston.org.

SATURDAY, MAY 23rd

2009 Valley Idol Jr. for Kids and Teens: A
Capella Singing Contest, 9:30 a.m. at
The Shea Theater, Turners Falls. Come
to see contestants compete to become
this year's Valley Idol Jr. Tickets: $5.

KILLIGREW:

siudl proudly serving

ifield R, Montagus MA
= L1 pn (al least)
M6

dations i foll, blegruss, and old-fashioned rock ard roff, the
aroup melds sweet vocal harnmnies with the sownds of fiddle,
npright bass, mandolin, draws, gritar; and piaia to creale o somid
that appeals to peaple of all ages and musical tastes. .
inoz 5-AAone, @ jass d cappella guintet, as special puests.

2009 Valley Idol Karaoke Confest, 8 p.m.
at The Shea Theater, Turners Falls, Who
will be this year's Valley Idol? Come and
root for your favorites. Tickets: $10 ($12
al the door), Children 10 and under $5.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Lave
Bamb!. Dance, dance, dance, 9:30 p.m.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dd
Fern plays dance hits of the 40's to
today, 9 p.m. no cover.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Evic Love,
Singer/Songwriter playing Covers from
the 60's & 70's, 9 to 11 p.m.

Tophill presents Memorial Day
Extravadance with Tidal Wave, Lisa
Greenleaf, and Linda Leslie with TBA fid-
dle, Mary Cay Brass piano/accordion,
Stuart Kenney upright bass and banjo,
and Matthew Kenney percussion,,
Admission $16. Starts with waltzes at
6:30, with coniras 7 lo midnight. Guiding
Star Grange Hall, Greenfield, 773-1671.

SUNDAY, MAY 24th

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Charlie Bondus book release party and
reading, 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equadlies,
Memorial Day Reggae BBQ Bash, 9 to 11
p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 25th

Evening Sing-Along, 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. At
the Montague Center Library with
Children's Librarian, Linda Hickman.
Guitar and banjo with a variety of chil-
dren’s music. For more information, call
the Carnegie Library 863-3214 during the
week, or the Montague Center Library,
367-2852, on Monday evenings.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Open Mic. Music, words, you name it:
come out and play. 8 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 26th

Deadline to enter the Relay for Life Golf
Tournament at Oak Ridge Golf Club, Gill,
held on May 31st. Four-person scramble
format with a 8 a.m. shotgun start. For
info and to register, see www.thecomi-

Ristorante DiPaolo,
Turners Falls: Live jazz
every Thursday, 6:30 1o
Vse performe- 9:30 p.m, (413) 863-4441,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

MAY 29TH &
30th

Pothole
Pictures,
Shelburne
Falls: Nobody's
Fool. Irresistibly
appealing Paul
Newman
embodies the
spirit of Sully
Sullivan, a 60-
ish loner in
small town
America look-
ing for reconcili-
ation with his
estranged son
and everyone

E::seet :l?)nghtaf; Jerri Higgins, ane of the five finalists

: competing Saturday, May 23rd tu be
way.  Jessica i [ulley Ldol! At the Shea
Tandy,  Bruce Theater, Turners Falls, 8 pom.
Willis,  Philip

Seymour

Hoffman. Directed by Robert Benton.
1994. R. color. 110 min. Easthampton
resident Ed Check, who was art director
on this film, will be at Saturday's show for
Q & A. Music before the movie: Fri. 7
p.m., tba; Sat. 7 pm., The Ambiguities
(literate rock). Shown at Memorial Hall
Theater, 61 Bridge Street, Shelburne
Falls. (413) 625-2856.

FRIDAY, MAY 29th
Route 63 Roadhouse, Milers Falls:
Cailte Kelly Band. Rock & roll, 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 30th

4th Annual Family Fishing Day! Arts and
crafts, fishing lessons, flytying lessons,
free raffle and plenty of fish to catch!
Come share the joy of fishing with chil-
dren of all ages! 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Great
Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls.

Of Roots an’ Rocks: A Natural History of
Cabot Woods and the Rock Dam of
Turners Falls Cabot Woods and the near-
by Rock Dam are two of the places most
special to nature-loving residents of
Turners Falls. But unless you're from

“the Patch” of Turners Falls, you may not
even know they exist. Join Friends of the
Great Falls Discovery Center naturalist
Dawn Marvin-Ward and geologist Steve
Winters for a spring walk they call "Of
Roots an' Rocks." Dawn will share her
expertise on the flora and fauna of Cabot
Woods. Steve will explain the geology
and history of the Rock Dam, as well as
the significance of the mysterious iron-
red seeps. “Of Roots an' Rocks” will be
an easy hike along a level trail, but the
short descent to the Rock Dam on the
river may be slippery. Please wear appro-
priate footwear. Hikers should meet at
the USGS parking lot at 9 a.m. at the
south end of G Street. Bring water, bug
repellent, and sun screen. We will return
to the parking lot around noon. Rain date
Sun., May 31. For ages 12 and older.
Optional $5 to $10 donation, Pre-register
(413) 775-1671 (Pioneer Valley Institute)

The Comical Mystery Tour presents:
Unlack the Mystery, dinner and theater
show, 6 p.m. at St. Kazimierz, Turners
Falls, Tickets: 863-4075.

SUNDAY, MAY 31st

At The Bookmill, Montague Center. A
Reading: by Susan Campbell from her
work Dating Jesus. By the age of twelve,
Susan Campbell had been fliting with
Jesus for some time, and in her mind,
Jesus had been fliting back. Why would-
n't he? She went to his house three times
a week, sat in his living room, listened fo
his slories, loudly and
lustily sang songs to him.
So, one Sunday moming,
she walked fo the front of
her fundamentalist
Christian church to pro-
fess her love for Jesus and
to be baptized. In this lov-
ingly told tale, Susan
Campbell takes us into the
waorld of fundamentalism -
a world where the details
really, really matter. And
she shows us what hap-
pened when she finally
came to admit that in her
faith, women would never
be allowed a seat at the
throne. 7 p.m., free.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3rd
Movie and discussion:
Consuming Kids, The
Commercialization of
Childhood at the Greenfield
Middle School at 5:30 p.m.
View this documentary
about the multi-billion-dol-
lar youth marketing industry and its dev-
astating impact on the health and well-
being of kids. Produced locally by the
Media Education Foundation.

ONGOING

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Tumers Falls: In Gallery
52. Blake Fitch - Expectations of
Adolescence, a ten-year photographic
project documenting the emotional and
physical growth and emotional matura-
tion of two girls. In Gallery 56: Founder &
Museum Collections — Selections II. In
Gallery 85; Stan Sherer — Life Studies.
Three documentary projects: 'Albania’
and 'Shopkeepers,’ studies of people &
places; 'Lantern Slides, a personal visu-
al interpretation and construction by Mr.
Sherer, On display through June 14th.

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: Regis Paris Landscape
Photography Exhibit on display in the
Great Hall through May 31st.

The Turners Falls Fishway will open for
the season! The fish viewing facilities are
open Wednesday to Sunday, 9 a.m.to 5
p.m., through June 14th,

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m,
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3to 6 pm.
THURS-Drop-in, 3to 6 pm.
& Movie Night, 6to 8 p.m.

Virce (exeept same tiifis), open to local
toons. Some regpuire perwmission sigps,
Info: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House

24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376

GREENFIELD

CALDEN
CINEMAS
Main St. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas.net
v howtimes for
Friday, May 22nd to Thurs., May 26th

1. ANGELS AND DEMONS

PGI3 i DTS sound DAILY 6:30 9:00
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:00 3:00
2. NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM:BAT-
TLE OF THE SMITHSONION
DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG in DTS sound
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:00 3;00
3. X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVER-
INE PGI13 DAILY 6:30 9:00

FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12 3:00

4. DANCE FLICK PGI13

DAILY 6:45 9:15

FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:15 3:15
5. EARTH G

FRI, SAT. SUN, MON 12:15 3:15
5. OBSESSED PGI13 DAILY 6:45 9:15
6. STAR TREK PGI3 in DTS sound
DAILY  7:00 9:30

FRI, SAT, SUN, MON [2:30 3:30
7. TERMINATOR SALVATION:
THE END BEGINS PG13 in DTS sound
DAILY 7:00 9:30 UNTIL WED.
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:30 3:30

Friday, 5/22 9 1 11 p.m.
Blame It On Tim
Saturday, 3/23, 9 10 11 p.m.
60's & 70's covers: Evie Love
Sunday, 5/24 9 10 11 p.m.
Memorial Day Reggae BBQ Bash
The Equdites
Thursday, 5/28 8 to 10 p.m.
Country and City Blues Guitar with
vocals: Lary Kepp

978-544-BREW
537A Lockes Village Road

Neat to the Wendell Conntry Store
A A e

Sl I

Al R e e e R

“b‘ -":E’:—:-:v.:'-‘a"h!g !
FRI: 5/211 8PM| $5-20 Donation
QUARTERLY: An All-star Variet

‘| Benefit for Dakin Animal Shelter

FRI: 5/22|9:30PM | §5
Unit 7 ljazz-funk-seull

| SAT5/03| 9PM | FREE
Full Tilt Boogie w.DJ Fernidancenits |
of the 40s to today)

Voo Burgers! (Burger w. Chorizo, Diive 0d-

" Thyme Hioll. Smoked Cheddar)

| Veggie Lasagna |
’(F Asian Salad Nicoise |

computer set-up
training
QuickBooks

Pipiones
SPORT SHOP
» Fishing supplies; Live bait
* Baseball & Softball Supplies
® Fishing & Hunting Licences

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

T ——EE
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Shocks ¢ Tires + Batteries ¢ Starters

=2 i =l

& ~w OStruts + Tune-ups * Brakes ¢ Oil Change . : Debbe Dugan
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. + 413-863-2236 | | * Paintball & CO,Refills 774-5451
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT  FREE ESTIMATES | | 0pen 7 am 7 days 2 week Your Pace at Your Placs

MASE INSPECTION STATION! NO. 13051

101 Ave A, Turners 414,.863.4246
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Mohawk QJrail Scenic Byway Plan Nears Completion

BY DAWN MONTAGUE

TURNERS FALLS — Widely
recognized for its natural beau-
ty and rich historical heritage,
the section of Route 2 that runs
from Athol to Williamstown
known as the Mohawk Trail is
designated by the state as a
Scenic Byway. That designa-
tion, and a completed corridor
management plan, are required
to apply for funding from the

National  Scenic  Byway
Program.
The Franklin  Regional

Council of Governments began
researching and writing the
Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway
east corridor management plan
over two years ago. It covers
the towns of Athol, Orange,
Erving, Wendell, Gill,
Montague, and Greenfield. A
management plan for the west-
ern section was completed in
2002, and a number of projects
detailed in that document are
currently being implemented.

The plan will be published at
the end of June. A May |4th
meeting at the Montague town
hall marked the beginning of
the 30-day period of public
comment on the document.
Beth Giannini, senior trans-
portation planner at FRCOG,
gave a presentation that high-
lighted key issues in each sec-
tion of the plan.

PARIS from page 13
displays of affection in public — it
is, after all, the City of Love as
well as the City of Light —so you
get used to all the necking in
public. Little children out walk-
ing with their teachers file by
two-by-two, singing and speak-
ing impeccable French, for six
year olds!

Parisians seem to have a lot of
time on their hands, what with
lunches that last an hour and a
half, and although the American
concept of the 20-minute sand-
wich in between job tasks is
unfortunately catching on, the
cafes and parks are usually full
during the noon hours. Kids still
have time to sail their little sail-
boats in the reflecting pools in the
Luxembourg Gardens, in front of
the Senate, and you can sit as long
as you like on a bench in the sun
if you can wrestle one away from
the couples in deep embrace.

In the past, you had to pay five
pennies to a war widow who had
the privilege and the duty to col-
lect the charge from you and give
you a ticket good for a seat for as
long as you wanted it. Kind of a
welfare system with dignity that
lasted for decades after the last

For example, the natural
resources chapter documents
the areas of the byway that are
home to 74 species of rare ani-
mals and plants — including
bald eagles, peregrine falcons,
wood turtles, and adder’s
tongue fern — and the ways in
which the management plan
can help preserve their habitats.

Another area of focus is how

to highlight the region’s indus-
trial heritage, and increase the
public’s access to information
about this history. The plan
suggests adding signs to show
where notable sites are located,
and creating pamphlets and
internet resources.

Many comments were
focused on how the byway and
management plan might help

draw tourists to our region.
During the question-and-
answer period, Witty Sanford
pointed out that “defining our-
selves as Western Mass is self-
defeating — what does it even
mean?” The Pioneer Valley was
named by a group of business-
men as a marketing campaign
in 1939, to increase tourism in
the area. Branding this region
as the Mohawk Trail may be
part of a similar strategy to

bring more visitors this way.

Giannini emphasized that
the draft is a work in progress,
and is open to changes and
additions by members of the
communities in the region.

A draft of the Mohawk Trail
east corridor management plan

is  available online at
FRCOG’s website, or by call-
ing their office:

www.frcog.org; or (413) 774-
3167.

Open Space Map
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war. But little old ladies don’t col-
lect anymore.

After a respite in the park, and
a self-satisfied doze in the sun,
the desire for espresso becomes
overwhelming. Any café will do:
you don’t have to spend the
equivalent of $5 for a cup at the
Deux Magots when you can have
a pure drop of that essence of
coffee, standing up at any café
counter down a side street, for
$1.50! Although you don't get
the atmosphere and the enjoy-
ment of watching the spectacle
of the promenade on the
Boulevard St. Germain, you can
eavesdrop easier at the counter.

The politicians, of course, get
raked over the coals: Sarkozy
gets points for stealing issues
from both the Left and the Right,
the Socialists are fighting among
themselves, frustrated by their
inability to develop a new politi-
cal formula, infuriated by the
bobbing and weaving of
President Sarko. Meanwhile,
everyone has an opinion about
the various strikes: university
professors and students are on
strike, hospital workers are on
strike, a few wildcat strikers
working for the government-

controlled gas company shut off
gas for a number of neighbor-
hoods over the weekend to
protest the economic slowdown,
office workers have taken to
bossnapping, keeping the execu-
tives locked in their offices
overnight. And so on.

Outdoors at the sidewalk
tables, clouds of cigarette smoke
rise up during the debates. The
French are far from giving up
their cigarettes. No smoking
indoors, but outside it’s just fine,
as a matter of fact, it is a right,
almost recommended. Takes
some getting used to, all over
again.

Moved by the caffeine-fueled
inspiration, and the growing dark
clouds indicating the arrival of
the daily downpour, the
Impressionist Museum seems
just the right thing. The Orsay
museum is crowed, full of for-
eign tourists. It’s certainly hard
to imagine there’s a global eco-
nomic crisis going on, judging
by the number of people who
have the time and means to
spend a weekend in Paris!

[ head to the upper floors,
where the crowds are thinner and
where some of the more beauti-

ful canvases are located, up near
the top floor skylights, where the
natural light can bring out the
feel of the painting as the artists
intended. These painters made a
reputation for themselves by
breaking the Classic rules: they
painted outdoors, depicting ordi-
nary people doing ordinary
things, and capturing the fleeting
moment on canvas.

This drew the wrath of the
painting establishment in the
1860s, so that the rare few who
bought these paintings were the
Japanese, and ... the Americans.
So many Renoirs and Monets
have wound up in our local
museums back in the States. The
subjects of the paintings are
caught in time, in evocative light,
while the world outside — our
world — keeps changing.

After coming here on a yearly
visit to view some of these works
that have evolved now into old
acquaintances, you develop a
rapport with a Pissarro, a Sisley,
a Monet or a Van Gogh, it’s like
visiting old friends who never
age. They’ve remained the same,
captured in time; it’s the viewer,
the visitor who is forced to rec-
ognize the toll of time. Then two

little girls in pig tails and match-
ing red-framed glasses take a
picture of a Renoir with their
digital camera, giggle, and move
off to another painting and to
continue their growing up.

The rainstorm outside having
passed, the late afternoon sun
shines on the bright wet pave-
ment, and it’s high time to be get-
ting back to the quiet suburbs .
One last spot down my street
brings me to a plaque on the wall
next to the playground where the
neighborhood children play on
swings and see-saws. This being
May 8th, celebrated in France as
the day the War ended in 1945,
the plaque is decorated with a
bouquet of flowers for an
American soldier who died here
on this spot in 1944, in the effort
to push the Germans out of Paris.
It’s always the last stop on my
rambles, and | make it a point to
thank the young man who ran
down this street so many years
ago, and was stopped by a bullet,
just here.

It’s important that the French
have not forgotten, and that I be
the one to brush over his name

with my fingertip. after [y
such a fine day in May. W
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drink. Presented simply, using the best
ingredients from our neighborhood.
PHONE 413 774 3150
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD

WWW.HOPEANDOLIVE.COM




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16



