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Turners Falis Open Studio & Downtown Walking Tour May 20 & 21

BY LISA DAVOL -

Turners Falls is the place to be
this weekend as the old town
opens its doors to reveal new
growth and creativity. The sec-
ond annual “Arts and Blooms”
open studio and downtown
walking tour features nine art
destinations and a large juried
art festival of 25 artists as well
as musical performances on the
lawn in front of the Great Falls
Discovery Center.

Have you had the pleasure of
walking around the downtown
lately? The Avenue is in full
bloom, our historic buildings
have been beautifully restored.
and the nearly finished bike
path affords breathtaking river
views for a leisurely stroll. Self-
guided historical walking tour
booklets are available at the
Discovery Center and at the

)

Left: Stone carving called “Shorty” by Tim DeClhristapber.

oy

Right: photograph from Alan M. Thornton’ recent trip to Turkey.

Camegie Library to give you
more insight into the history of
the preserved architecture. New
restaurants and shops have
opened and the opportunity to
see works of world famous pho-

tographers is as close as Third
and Avenue A.

Aside from all the daily
charms of this town, this week-
end will give you the opportuni-
ty to step into the workspace of

Library Volunteers Save $30,000

BY JOSH HEINEMANN

some of the artisans who have
carved a niche in our cultural
enclave. Artists will open their
studios so you can get a
glimpse of their creative
process and an appreciation
for what they produce as well
as a chance to purchase some
of their pieces not usually
available.

Tim DeChristopher’s sculp-
ture studio at 151 Third Street
is in the former Chick’s
Garage. the perfect space for
DeChristopher’s large stone
sculptures. This weekend, he

will be featuring new works in
progress and hands-on stone
carving demonstrations. He will
also be taking registrations for
summer carving workshops.
Alan M. Thornton Studio,
the old livery stable at 36 Third
Street, has been transformed to

capture Thornton’s powerful
portraits of people he met on a
recent trip to Turkey.

Wednesday Nelena
Sorokin’s studio., just a few
doors down at 22 Third Street,
will take you into her world of
everyday Eros translated
through oil and encaustic paint-
ings.

Jack Nelson’s Carriage
House Designs studio at 65
Canal Street is a work of art in
itself. Perched above the canal,
Nelson has redesigned the inte-
rior into an airy, magical space.
Here he creates his paintings,
ceramics and sculptures which
are both abstract and realistic.
Nelson, along with his wife
Eileen Dowd, started these open
studio tours in Turners over a
year ago.

see ARTS pg 10

Wrangling Over Railroad Salvage

WENDELL & NEW
SALEM - On a cold, wet
Sunday, May 14th, 13
residents from Wendell
and New Salem drove to
Suffolk University in
Boston and spent the day
salvaging shelves from
the library the university
is replacing. If pur-
chased new, those
shelves would cost as
much as $56.000, or less,
depending on which cat-
alog you are consulting.
Finding the library,
and then finding a place
to park among the one
way streets and the lack
of directional signs in
Boston was a difficulty
each driver had to face
with only the help of his
or her passengers.
Library staff had
already marked the
shelves set aside for the
two towns, and as volun-
teers came in from the
weather they fell into
whatever job needed
doing: removing, pack-
ing and  wrapping
shelves, dismantling
supports, carrying pieces

and loading the truck.
‘We took a break and ate
pizza, and then went
back to work.

Wendell librarian
Rosie Heidkamp con-
vinced her cousin who
goes to school in Boston
to help for most of the
day.

The work took longer
than expected, and the
one U-Haul truck rented
was too small for the
whole load. The truck
left Suffolk University
around 5:30 p.m. and
arrived in New Salem
after 8 o’clock, where a
fresh set of volunteers,
coordinated by cell
phone, helped unload the
shelving into the New
Salem town hall gym.
Plans to separate the
shelves between the two
towns were abandoned
until later because every-
one was too tired.

On the trip home
Heidkamp began calling
on a cell phone to
arrange for a second
excursion to go back to
Boston the next day. The
‘Wendell highway depart-

ment supplied two work-
ers for Monday’s trip.
and three volunteers
joined them. Wendell
librarian Clearwater
Liberty arranged unload-
ing crews for the second
trip: she picked some of
these volunteers up at
the Wendell Country
Store on her way to meet
the truck.

Arrangements were
made by New Salem
librarian Dianna Smith,
and selectboard member
Tony Palmieri, along
with Heidkamp.

On Friday, May 19th
Wendell selectboard
members Dan Keller and
Ted Lewis, and highway
commissioner Harry
Williston will travel to
an abandoned federal
building in Boston to
pick up some used furni-
ture, mostly for the town
offices. Next Tuesday.
May 231d, another team
will go to Simmons
College to pick up more
furniture.

It’s fair to say recy-
cling has never been
more popular.

BY DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS - The Railroad
Salvage building in Tumners Falls is a
crumbling relic of the town’s manu-
facturing heydey, but two competing
developers each believe they have the
right idea - and the legal right - to save
the building and turn it into a prof-
itable piece of real estate.

The owner of the building, accord-
ing to Patricia Dion at the tax collec-
tor’s office, is Gary Kosuda, who runs
a development business, Kosuda
Properties, out of Fort Lauderdale,
FL. Dion said Kosuda had allowed the
taxes on the property to fall into
arrears from 2002 to 2005, and the

town had placed the building in tax
title. But she said Kosuda paid off all
he owed in back taxes with a $44.000
payment in December of 2005, and
now owes only the second half of the
current year’s real estate taxes:
$2.600. Despite a huge 50 by 70 foot
hole in the main roof, which collapsed
this winter and crashed through five
floors of the building to the basement,
and several (one 50 by 30 foot and
two 50 by 20 foot) smaller holes in the
roof, Kosuda apparently has faith the
building is still, well... salvageable.
Building inspector David Jensen

see SALVAGE pg 9
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PET OF THE WEEK

It’s a Jungle Out There

ha

Mowgli
Mowgli’s an 8-year-old brown
tiger cat looking for a good
home. He’s a really friendly boy!
He is very relaxed and han-
dles new situations well, which
will make his transition into
your home nice and smooth. He
loves toys and petting and since
he’s lived with lots of other ani-
mals he’s a pretty tolerant guy.
For more info on adopting
Mowgli, please contact the
Dakin Animal Shelter in
Leverett at 548-9898 or via
email at info(@dakinshelter.org.
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Closed Saturdays

BY LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - The
Carnegie Library summer
hours run from May 27th —
September 2nd. Saturday, May
20th, is the last Saturday the
Carnegie Library is open until
after Labor Day Weekend. The
rest of the week’s schedule
remains the same year round.

The library is open for the sum-
mer on Monday — Wednesday 1
— 8 p.m., Thursday 1 — 5 p.m.
and Friday 10 am. — 5 p.m.
Various childrens’ programs
are held when the library is not
open. Library materials may
be renewed by phone, by call-
ing 863-3214, or on-line at
CWIMars.org.

Franklin County Tech Hosts
Aleene Burt Memorial Blood Drive

BY PAUL COHEN
TURNERS FALLS - The
Franklin County Technical

— = —~ =y =

}n Memory of

o 4

Assisting program. As a result
of the drive, over 50 units of
blood were collected at the Tech
School.

GSA  advisor
Karen Sims said,
“this is a yearly
event that allows
our students to par-
ticipate in a posi-
tive community
experience. It is
embraced school
wide by both facul-
ty and students.”

Aleene would

School recently held its 9th
annual blood drive in memory
of Aleene Burt. Aleene passed
away in August 1996 from
leukemia. She had been an
employee of the school, and had
asked that blood drives contin-
ue to be a yearly event there.
During the recent blood drive,
Aleene’s daughter, Laura Burt,
came to donate blood in honor
of her mother. Laura is now 18,
a resident of Millers Falls, and
attends Greenfield High School.

Students from the Franklin
County Technical School
Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA)
group and the Health Assisting
program assisted in making
appointments and volunteering
at the drive. Stephanie Graves, a
close friend of Laura, is a senior
at Tech and is involved in both
the GSA group and the Health

Stephanie Graves (1) and Lasura Burt.

be proud.
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Dr. Joseph Viadero, of Montague,
and bis mother Carmen, of
Bridgeport, CT, walked for Meals on
Wheels on May 6th. That day, more
than $16,500 was raised to belp feed
Jrail, homebound elders.

FAGES & PLAGES
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Ted Kennedy at the Springfield College Graduation
“Tis Commencement Time Again

BY FLORE

SPRINGFIELD - All seemed
to be working against the spe-
cial coming event. The coming
of Senator Edward Kennedy, to
address the Springfield College
Graduates, assembled with
their family and friends, out-
doors. in Blake Field.

The first incident could have
cost him his life. The eight-
seater Cessna Citation bringing
him home last Saturday, from
North Adams., where he had
just delivered the commence-
ment speech at  “The
Massachusetts College of
Liberal Arts,” was struck by
lightning. All electric devices
went out. Fortunately, the pilot
was able to fly the plane manu-
ally to safety. landing it in New
Heaven. No one was injured, a
pure miracle wouldn't you say?

The second problem was
also of a meteorological nature.
RAIN! But no one even noticed
its imminent pouring. All were
thrilled by the arrival of Ted
Kennedy, who reminded the
fervent 704 graduates that his
brother, J. F. Kennedy, had
climbed that podium too, to
address commencement at the
college 50 years ago. So did Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.. years
later.

Kennedy’s remarks were
directed toward hope. He urged
the graduates to put hope back
in its due place in the scale of
human values. He said the
future belongs to those who
shape it. “In a sense, this is the
story of America, change and
progress. It is true here in
Springfield as it is with the rest
of the nation. You have already
begun that journey at
Springfield College, through
education and service to oth-
ers.”

Haven’t we all sprung from

shoulders of giants? Ted
Kennedy belongs in their
league.

NaNnCy L. DOLE
Books & EFHEMERA

Buying and selling used boolks

2Z BrRIDGE STREET, ZND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FALLS, MA

413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays

SENIOR GENTER ACTIVITIES May 22nd - 26th

MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth St. Turers
Falls, 1s open Mon. - Fri. from
9 am. to 2 p.m. for activities
and congregate meals. Make
meal reservations a day in
advance by 11 a.m. Messages
can be left on the machine
when the center is closed (863-
9357). Mealsite manager is
Chris Richer. The center offers
a hot noon meal weekdays fo
any senior. Transportation fo
the center can be provided.
Special trip coordinator is Jean
Chase. Make trip reservations
by calling 772-6356. Payment
and menu choice 15 due three
weeks prior to trip.

Monday, 22nd

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

11:30 am. PACE Aerobics
Tuesday, 23rd

9:30 a.m. Aerobics

Wednesday, 24th

10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, 25th

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday, 26th

10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11 am. PACE Aerobics

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday  through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for activities and congregate
meals. For information and
reservations call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center director at (413)
423-3308. Lunch daily at 11:30
a.m. with reservations a day in
advance by 11:00 am.
Transportation can be provided
for meals, Thursday shopping,
or medical necessity by calling
Dana Moore at (978) 544-

3898.

Monday, 22nd

9:30 a.m. Exercise

9:45 a.m. Library

12 Noon Pitch

Tuesday, 23rd

9 am. Aerobics

12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 24th

9:30 am. Line Dancing
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 125th
9 a.m. Aerobics
11:30 a.m.
Recognition
12:30 p.m Shopping - Turners

Volunteer

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for
info, schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

We’ve Got You Covered!

SCREEN
REPAIRS

Quality Workmanship
Quick Service

Since 1910

187 Avenue A, Tumers Falls - 863-4346

PROPETORS
Breakeast, Luncr & DINNER
Serving homemade
soups, fresh seafood,
homemade desserts and
homestyle cooking.

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A

Hbd-d6db
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GSB Gives $500,000 Matchmg Gift to Franklin Medical Center

GREENFIELD -
Greenfield Savings Bank
gave $500,000 to Franklin
Medical Center’s Second
Century fundraising cam-

paign.
This gift is the cam-
paign’s largest corporate

gift and the highest amount
ever pledged by the bank to
a community project. The
successful joint effort unit-
ed two regional powerhous-
es: the area’s premier med-
ical center and Franklin

County’s leading pledge., which will
financial institu- be given to FMC
tion. GSB does over the next five
business with half years, is just the
of all Franklin latest (and largest)
County  house- of many invest-
holds. is the num- ments GSB  has
ber omne residen- made in Franklin
tial lender and County over its
holds close to 40 nearly 140-year his-
percent of the From left to right: Michael Skinner, Frankiin Medical Center tory. Other major
county’s savings President; Rebecca Caplice, GSB Excecutive Vice President @€ contributions by
deposits. Chief Operating Officer; Joseph Poérier, GSB President ¢ GSB include

The half-mil- Chief Executive Officer; Robert Cobn, owner of Cobn &> $50,000 to the
lion-dollar Company Real Estate &> FMC Campaign Co-chair. YMCA for an

expansion to its facility in
1996 and $25,000 each to
Greenfield’s Energy Park in
2003 and to The Food Bank
of Western Massachusetts in
2006. In the past three years
alone, the United Way cam-
paign has received more
than $75.000 in charitable
gifts from the bank as well.

The overall campaign
goal for Franklin Medical
Center is $5.5 million. of
which $4 million has
already been raised.

] i
]

The Wende]l Women s Club
with the help of Relay for Life
Team #73. hosted a Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser recently at the
Wendell Town Hall. Bethany
Maselli, President of the WWC.
said almost 90 meals were served
to guests who came from
Greenfield, Warwick, Orange, and
Wendell. Heather Gymrek. Relay
for Life Team #73 Leader said
Wendell Fire Chief Everett
Ricketts won the 50/50 drawing

that evening.

Both organizations wish to
thank everyone who donated their
time and assistance to make this
event a big success.

Pictured (left to right) front:
Heather Grymek. Relay for Life
Team 73, Martha Senn. Michelle
Connolly, Bethany Maselli, Laura
Zera, Marcy Diemand. Julie
Kosuda, Sarah Chase. (Left to right,
back): Amanda Zera. Bethany Zera,
Kim (?), and Kenzie Diemand.

Steer Clear of Bears

ERVING - This spring, the
Erving police department has
received calls regarding bear
sightings from all over town. In
order to keep bears and other
wild animals away from homes,
please be sure to abide by the
following suggestions.

Bring in your bird feeders and
any pet food bowls at night and
keep your trash in a secure area.

If you see a bear, remember,
it is a wild animal. Do not
approach it, or try to make con-
tact with this animal. It is best
to stay away from bears, and
stay indoors when they are in
your vicinity.

Memorial Week
Trash Pickup

GILL - Due to the Memorial
Day holiday, trash pickup and
recycling in Gill will be pushed
forward one day, to Saturday.
June 3rd.

BY DAWN WARD -

NORTH LEVERETT -
Come find out the differ-
ence, the many uses of these
homely implements. as well
as the tools once used to
craft their manufacture.
Learn how the mills were
powered in days of old and
where the supplies came
from. Join the Leverett
Historical Society for this
informational evening,

Thursday, May 25th, at the
Moore’s Corner School-
house, 7:30 p.m. Public wel-
come.

The schoolhouse is diago-
nally across from the Village
Coop on North Leverett
Road, three miles east of
junction of Route 63 and
North Leverett Road in
Montague. A business meet-
ing will precede the program
at 7:00 p.m.

Psychic Fair

LAKE PLEASANT - The
National Spiritual Alliance
will sponsor a Psychic Fair
Saturday (May 27) from 11
am. to 4 p.m. at Thompson
Temple across from the Post
Office in Lake Pleasant.
Divination methods include
astrology., I-Ching, palm
reading, vibration connec-
tion, and tarot cards.
Consultation is with a medi-
um of choice.

Erving Memorial
Day Events

On Monday, May 29th there
will be a short parade (not like
the major event last year) and
ceremony in Ervingside (west
end of town) starting at 9:30
a.m. Interested parties are
asked to meet at the Fire Hall
#2 (opposite the library).

Later that morning there will
be a short service (no parade)
in Erving Center (east end of
town). Interested parties should
meet at 11 am. at Fire Hall #1
(next to the Town Hall).

Come and help us honor our
Veterans!

GREAT
FALL

5
ART FEST
May 20-21
10am - 5pm

Discovery
Center Lawn
Turners Falls

Sponsored by The Brick House

25-plus juried artists from
4 states * Two days of live

music * Kids’ activities,
great food * Something
for everyone! * Part of the
Arts & Blooms * Open
Studio & Downtown

The
GI" \Sjlope

 Fresh Baked
Goods Daily

« Store Smoked
Chicken and
Pulled Pork

» Wine & Beer

Main Road, Gill
863-9006

WE DIG
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* Washed Stone, Assorted Sizes
+ Sand - Title V & Mason

* Red Rock Stone -

in 501b. bags or bulk

* Brick Red Bark Mulch

e Gravel, 37, 1-1/27, 3/4™

* TRG - Dense Grade

* Loam, screened/unscreened

S
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

25

T'he Smokin' Hippo

.":..f A Fanuly Restaurant and Barbectie

N 20 French King Highway

CYCLE

i COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS | | 274Rt.2,Gill, MA01376 _now availabic e e
: = oY _ Shocks * Tires + Batteries + Starters @ parts & aceessories GUIZZI Barbecue and Full Traditional Menu
|

“=<w Struts + Tune-ups * Brakes + Oil Change

® helmeis ALLAN - DAVID » MELANIE Full Liquor License
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ¢+ 413-863-2236 @ hooks Tel: (413) 863-9543 ————
E-mail: AICYC@CROCKER.C & o It .
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT  FREE ESTIMATES | | @ apparel Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM Hours: Taged Ioc HanL ., SR EMG0 1N SUIGHeon- £ P
MASS INSPECTION STATION: HO. 13051 Local Pholographs and Hippo Painfings also available
Classes Saturdays & Sundays
Power Towtgl //] Speciaiizing in
Apartn]en 3 « Civilian Firearms Training
- PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated ‘, - Self Defense - Chemical Spray
Ve
PO Box 48
Tmnag};’a]]s, MA MMW First Class Started April 29
413-863-9433

8:00am-3:30pm + Sign up Now!
Affordable Pri ncluding discounts to
Senior Citizen m Emplo Military,
Families of Law Enforcement, Students

professionally managed by: , O

HallKeen Management, Inc.
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

&

Sharon Cottrell

Property Manager

-

'1Lvs

Tel: 775-3264
Fax: 863-0095

lee laster@upperhandonline_.com = www.upperhandonline.com

25 Millers Falls Road, P.0. Box 312
Turmers Falls, MA 01376
Tel. (413) 8634331 (413) 773-5673

WWW.pzine.com

First 4 classes will receive a discounted
tuition rate of $100 per personl!
{Valid through May 14th, 2008)
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Holyoke Canal Walk

A small delegation from
Turners Falls traveled to
Holyoke this week to view a
presentation on the $9.2 million
Canal Walk project, a planned
two-mile pedestrian promenade
along the city’s power canals
due to break ground next spring.
We had the feeling we were
looking at a somewhat larger
mirror image of our own mill-
town, going through a similar
process of reinventing itself in
the post-industrial era, using
many of the same tools. Still
one of the poorest cities in
Massachusetts, Holyoke (popu-

badly:” (2 p.m.) “the stones of
the bulkhead are giving way to
the pressure;” and finally (3:20
p m.) “your old dam has gone to
hell by way of Willimansett.”

The present stone dam was
built from 1895 - 1900, and
seems like it will last.

The canals have endured
longer. They were built by pick
and shovel, from 1847 - 1893,
four and a half miles of them.
They are exceptionally large,
some 140 feet across and twen-
ty-five feet deep. Ten billion
gallons of water a day travel
through them at peak capacity,

lation 40.,000) was once an eco-
nomic powerhouse, with 25
paper mills lining its three
power canals. The Skinner silk
mill moved here in 1874, after
the Mill River dam in
Williamsburg burst, flooding
Haydenville and Leeds and
killing 139 people.

Dams are not easy structures
to build. as Holyoke remem-
bers. An amusing anecdote of
the first Holyoke dam, a hem-
lock timber and stone ballasted
affair that blew out hours after it
opened in 1849 (53 years after
the first dam on the Connecticut
was built at Turners Falls) is
related at the Heritage Park vis-
itors center. Apparently an on-
the-scene observer kept Boston
investors informed of the
progress of the unfolding disas-
ter by telegraph. thus: (10 am.)
“the gates were just closed;” (12
noon) “the dam is leaking

Name

DETMOLD PHOTO

adequate to the task of running
the 100 mills that once lined
their banks. Thirty one
hydropowered electric turbines
are still m use along Holyoke’s
canals, which are built on
stepped levels, so the water
from the upper canal flows
through mills to the middle
canal and thence through other
mills to the third, reused as a
source of power at each level.
In December of 2001, fol-
lowing a lengthy referendum
and relicensing battle, the city’s
municipal power company.
Holyoke Gas and Electric,
bought the dam and canal sys-
tem. Jeffrey Hayden, the city’s
director of economic and indus-
trial development, said the city
borrowed $35 million to make
the purchase. In the four years
since, the municipality has been

see CANAL page 5
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"WE ARE FIERCELY PROTECTING THE PRIVACY
OF AVERAGE AMERICANS." --GEORGE W. BUSH

" ..AND WHEN WE GET DONE PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
YOU WON'T RECOG6NIZE THE MEANING OF THE WORD."

KAREN WILKINSON GRAFHIC

LETTERS TOW . @ THE EDITOR

Vermont Let us Down on VT Yankee

Shame on the Vermont
Department of Public Service
and the Douglas Administration.
The DPS is charged with advo-
cating on behalf of the public
and looking out for public safety
as well as keeping electric rates
low for Vermonters. For the past
two years, the state of Vermont,
through the DPS. has been an
intervenor in the proceedings
before the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board on the safety of
the uprate at Vermont Yankee.

The state has argued that
Entergy’s analysis of its systems
results in inadequate protection
from the danger of meltdown
due to coolant loss. The ASLB
has agreed that these con-
tentions, among others, ought
not be disregarded and has
arranged for a hearing on the
merits.

Now the state has withdrawn
these contentions and has asked
that they be dismissed. Why?
Shouldn’t Vermont’s regulators

do all they can to ensure the
safety of the Vermont Yankee
plant and of the citizens of the
state? Now is the time to call on
Gov. Douglas, and our congres-
sional delegation for a full inde-
pendent safety assessment of
Vermont Yankee comparable to
the study at Maine Yankee. Do
the citizens of Vermont deserve
any less?

- Evan Mulholland
Brookfield, VT

Selectboard Salaries Should be Increased

On May 6th, 2006, at the
Montague annual town meeting,
I mentioned to the town meeting
members when Article 1 was
brought forth in regard to the
salaries of elected officials that I
thought the salary of the select-
board members should be
increased.

My reasons for an increase
are that with a salary of $2,745
for the chair, and $2.534 for the
second and third members if is
virtually impossible to find peo-
ple interested in seeking these
positions.

In this day and age when gas
prices have risen. and with the
number of meetings these elect-
ed men and women have to
attend on a weekly basis, it is a
wonder we have anyone willing
to serve at all.

If Dr. Ross were not willing
to run during the May 15th elec-
tion. the town of Montague
would have only two select-
board members on board to face
the many decisions the town of
Montague faces during the
upcoming years.

My proposal to the finance
committee, and capital
improvement committee is to
bring forth a recommendation
as follows:

Selectboard Chair - $5,000

Second and Third Members -

$4.500.

I would be interested in what
the voting members of the vil-
lages have to say about this pro-
posal. Perhaps they can respond
with letters to the editor of this
newspaper. As a taxpayer in this
community I have no intention
of trying to place a tax burden
on the few of us who have to
support the town and school
budgets, but the amount that I
have proposed would do little to
the tax in comparison to the

We welcome your letters.

The Montague
Reporter

24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 01376
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050

reporter@montaguema.net

large articles under considera-
tion.

Let’s hear from you.

P.S. - Just to set the record
straight, I am not interested in
running for the selectboard.

- Art Gilmore
Millers Falls

American
Dead in Iraq
as of 5/17/06
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From the Editors of E, the
Environmental Magazine

Q. Can yvou explain the ‘Zero
Waste’ movement in Europe,
Australia and elsewhere that
goes beyond recycling to redice
waste? How can we make it
happen here in the U.S.?

In essence, ‘Zero Waste’ is a
design principle writ large,
whereby products are con-
ceived, produced. packaged,
distributed and retired with their
long-term environmental im-
pacts in mind. According to the
non-profit GrassRoots Recyc-
ling Network (GRRN), “Zero
waste maximizes recycling.
minimizes waste. reduces con-
sumption and ensures that prod-
ucts are made to be reused,
repaired or recycled back into
nature or the marketplace.”

Earth Talk ~ Zero Waste

GRRN is calling on companies
to take responsibility for the
entire life cycle of their prod-
ucts and packaging, and on gov-
ernments to not subsidize non-
recyclable waste processing.
“Waste is the result of bad
design,” says Eric Lombardi of
EcoCycle, arecycler in Boulder,
Colorado. “The concept of zero
waste leads upstream to the
designer's desk, where waste
needs to be designed out.”
Lombardi, a leading light in the
fledgling U.S. zero waste move-
ment, lays out four basic princi-
ples for achieving zero waste:
(1) Make producers responsible
for the waste their products cre-
ate; (2) invest in infrastructure
rather than in more landfills and
incinerators; (3) end taxpayer
subsidies for wasteful and pol-

Iuting industries; (4) and create
jobs and new businesses around
the re-use of discards.

While the concept has been
slow to catch on here, it has
been standard practice in parts
of Europe and elsewhere for
over a decade. In fact, some 25
countries require companies to
take back their packaging, and
some have gone so far as to
mandate “Extended Producer
Responsibility” laws, whereby
companies must pay for the
waste generated in the produc-
tion, packaging and distribution
of their products.

In Germany, a 1991 ordi-
nance seeking to address pack-
aging waste was a huge success.
By 2000, the agencies charged
with collecting and recycling
such materials were recovering

over 90 percent of the plastics
and glass used in German pack-
aging. (In the U.S. we reclaim
5.3 and 26 percent respectively.)
Another success story comes
from Australia, where its capital
city, Canberra, embarked on a
“No Waste by 2010” campaign
in 1996. By 2001 the city had
reduced waste sent to landfills
by 40 percent and more than
doubled the garbage it captured
for reuse. The city also began
fueling two of its power stations
with re-captured methane gas
from its landfills, which is plen-
tiful enough to power 3.000
homes for 30 years.

In the U.S., industry has con-
tinually put up roadblocks to
any serious consideration of
adopting such initiatives at the
federal level. But, according to

the Zero Waste International
Alliance, at least 18 local com-
munities have taken it upon
themselves to adopt their own
strategies for achieving zero
waste. These include a dozen
California cities and towns:
Boulder and Summit counties in
Colorado; Carrboro, North
Carolina; the Central Vermont
Waste Management District;
and the cities of Seattle and
New York.

“Zero waste is about chal-
lenging the ruling paradigm that
says we can manage waste safe-
ly in landfills and incinerators,”
says GRRN’s national coordina-
tor, Bill Sheehan. GRRN helps
coordinate efforts to implement
zero waste campaigns in the
U.S., and offers a wealth of free
Tesources on its website.

CANAL

continued from pg 4

generating roughly 45
megawatts of electricity from
the dam, and Hayden says the
revenue from the sale of that
power has kept pace with the
city’s projections. We might
want to keep an eye on the prof-
it Holyoke will take from its
municipal ownership of the
hydro dam, enviously, now that
Northeast Generation has
announced plans to sell the dam
here in Turners.

As the $1.5 million canalside
bike path in Turners Falls final-
ly reaches completion, it will

also be interesting to compare
notes with the economic devel-
opment planners in Holyoke,
who are marshalling larger
resources to enhance pedestrian
access to their canals. Both proj-
ects are aimed at stimulating
tourism and recreational use
near downtown waterways,
with the hope of sparking eco-
nomic growth along the old
commercial thoroughfares.

A walk down the upper canal
in Holyoke this week revealed a
number of incubating art studios
and small industries, cafes and
curio shops growing up in the
shells of the old mills. Hayden
pointed to more than three

Open Square, (right) holds a lively mix of arts and industries

dozen paper related, recycling
and publishing firms that now
employ over 3000 workers in
Holyoke, giving it hope some-
day to polish up the old Paper
City moniker again. Building on
the re-use theme, Hayden spoke
of small companies recycling
wood products into pellets for
wood stoves, and other firms
recycling and reusing office
equipment and furniture.

In addition to hydrogenerated
electricity, the city offers com-
mercial and residential customers
municipal gas. steam. and
telecommunications at attractive
rates, and a vast reservoir of read-
ily convertible, affordably priced
industrial space.

The canals are lined with pub-
lic parks, which the Canal Walk
project will enhance with pedes-
trian friendly bumpouts, traffic
islands, signage, and lighting. The
eight-acre Heritage Park near
City Hall, on the banks of the
upper canal, features a beautifully
restored turn of the (last) century
merry-go-round. The volleyball
museum and children’s museum
are right next door.

A little further on is Open
Square, a seven building,
500,000-square-foot, privately
owned complex between the
canals. Twenty vyears ago,
Kodak Polychrome employed

150 workers there, all in one
factory. Now, 25 to 30 business-
es operate in 25% of the same
space, with 120 workers among
them. These young businesses
are growing, Hayden said., and
there is room for them to grow.
Mt. Holyoke College recently
began renting studio space for
large mixed media installations
and performances at Open
Square, bringing yet another
element to the downtown mix.
The UMass grad students
presenting their visions for a
multi-cultural, musical, vibrant,
family-friendly downtown
scene around the Canal Walk
harkened back to similar pre-

sentations a different group of
UMass grad students made in
Turners Falls last year. describ-
ing ways we could create a
gateway welcome center to
enhance the Great Falls
Discovery Center. A growing
arts community is a factor both
communities are emphasizing,
as both an economic stimulus
and a draw for visitors. Weaving
through the storylines of both
towns is the bold blue thread of
water, 1n its man-made chan-
nels, with the limitless, clean,
power it represents.

Our bet is on a prosperous
future for all communities that
harness that kind of energy.

sInsurance Collision Repairs
«We Accept All
Insurance Companies
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yard the grass just won't
grow on? Beautify your
property with a patio or
walkway of pavers by Ideal.

SCSC
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Masonry Supply

Stop by and see our complete
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and much more.

298 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA
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HOME (413) 367-9970
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Apathy Wins In Montague and Gill

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The
results are in from Monday's
(5/15) town elections in
Montague and Gill, and with no
race on either ballot - except the
less than earthshaking contest
for a three-year seat on the
Montague Parks and Recreation
Commission, which Nancy
Green took handily, topping
Matt MacMullin 332-75 - it's no
surprise that turnout was light.
Only 451 voters showed up at
the polls in Montague, a
10.25% turnout, to re-elect an
unopposed Allen Ross to a
three-year term to the select-
board, (Ross received 372
votes, 10 votes went to write-in
candidates, and 15% of the vot-
ers cast no ballot for select-
board). The top vote getter for
townwide candidates was Ray
Godin, unopposed for town
moderator, who received 403
votes. Down the line, all other
townwide incumbents ran unop-
posed and were easily returned
to office.

For town meeting, eight can-
didates vied for seven seats in
Precinct 1, Montague Center,
where town meeting seats are
always at a premium. Allen
Ross, Larry Peters, Leslie
Cromack, Dorothy Freeman,

Jeff Singleton. and Linda
Ackerman were all re-elected.
while montaguema.net cork-
board pundit Paul Kaufman
beat out former Precinct 5 town
meeting rep Mark Bander for
the one open seat, 89-67.

In Precinct 2, Lake Pleasant
and Millers Falls, incumbents
Nancy Dlugoenski, Martha
Pappas, Wendy Bogusz, David
Jensen, Carol LaPoint, and
Mike Naughton all walked to
victory, while newcomer Mike
Burek gained 53 votes to win an
open seat (only Lapoint gained
more votes, 56).

In Precinct 3, (east side of
the Hill), David Dion, Patty
Dion, Laurie Martin, Joyce
Phillips, and Don MacPhail all
coasted to re-election.
Newcomers Carol Gloski and
Margaret Pyfrom also gained
seats.

On the other side of the Hill,
in Precinct 4, Paul Flandreau,
Sue and Brian San Soucie,
Roberta Potter, David
Thompson, and Pam Kostanski
were all re-elected. In Precinct
5, downtown Turners, Julia
Bowden-Smith was the top vote
getter among the incumbents,
with 42, with the other incum-
bents, Emily Brewster, Ellen

Kastanopolous, Mike Farrick,
Patricia Pruitt, and Chris
Sawyer-Laucanno hot on her
heels. David Detmold snuck
past Patricia Dunbar 38-29 for
the other three-year seat, while
incumbents Jack Nelson and
Eileen Doud coasted to victory
for two year terms. Newcomer
Tim De Christopher carved out
a place for himself for a one-
year seat.

In Precinct 6 (Montague City
and the South End). newcomer
Doug Stephens joined incum-
bents Pat Allen, Brian Costa,
and Edward Cutter. Write-in
candidates for precincts 3.4, and
6 have yet to be determined.

Over in Gill, where 55 voters
(5% of the registered voters)
turned up at the polls, Leland
Stevens, running unopposed for
a three year selectboard seat,
easily won re-election with 43
votes. There were no contests,
and the only mystery was who
would be written in for the two
open seats on the three-person
board of assessors. The board
has struggled since a controver-
sial designation of a new prop-
erty tax district along the
Connecticut River two years
ago. All the original assessors
who made that designation have

since resigned. The only
remaining member, Greg
Sneddeker, who joined the

board last year, is a resident of
the new district.

Director of  Assessing
JoAnne Greenleaf, director of
assessing for the town of
Montague, joined the board for
one year, but reportedly turned
down the opportunity to serve a
three year term after being writ-
ten in on Monday. Selectboard
chair Phil Maddern said, "I
don't know what we're going to
do." about the two open seats.
"We're going to have to start
shaking the bushes." Maddem
said he would start by calling
the other seven town residents
who had received write votes
for the board.

Town clerk Lynda Hodsdon-
Mayo said the assessors meet-
ing scheduled for Wednesday.
May 17th, had been canceled
for lack of a quorum.

On the Gill-Montague
School Committee ballot,
incumbent Valeria Smith was
elected to a three-year term
from Gill, and incumbents
Kristin  Boyle and Deb
Bourbeau were returned to
three-year terms from
Montague. The school commit-

tee reorganized on Tuesday,
May 16th, re-electing Mary
Kociela as chair, and tapping
Valeria Smith to be vice chair,
and Deb Bourbeau as secretary.

-45 Years of Growing
Experience

-200 Acres of Nursery
Plants

-Garden Center & Gifts
-Container Plants
-Landscape Design
-Residential Plants
-‘Trees & Shrubs, Mulch
-Annuals & Perennials
-Delivery Service
Available

Hours:
Monday to Friday 7am - 7pm
Saturday 7am - 5:30pm

55

Nursery and Garden Center
135 Millers Falls Road
Turners Falls, MA 01376
Tel: (413) 863-2510
Fax: (413) 863-3079

MCTYV Schedule

May 19th - 25th + Channel 17

Friday, May 19th

Eagle All Day From 6:00 am.

7:00 pm. Brick House Poetry
Reading

8:00 p.m. It's Dan Seiden's Show
8:30 p.m. GaiaVision

9:30 p.m. From the MCTV Archives

Saturday, May 20th

Eagle All Day From 6:00 am.

7:00 p.m. GMRSD Meeting

9:30 p.m. Sammy's Video Archives
10:00 p.m. Montague Update

10:30 p.m. Neville Dennis Isle in the
Sun

Sunday, May 21st

Eagle All Day From 6:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m_ Montague Selectboard
5/16

7:30 p.m. There and Back

8:30 p.m. Franklin County Democrat
9:00 pm. Brick House Poetry
Reading

Monday, May 22nd

Eagle All Day From 6:00 am.

7:00 p.m. Montague Selectboard five
9:30 p.m. Montague Update

10:00 p.m. Sammy's Video Collages
10:30 p.m. GaiaVision

11:30 pm. From the Discovery
Center

Tuesday, May 23rd

Eagle All Day From 6:00 a.m.

700 pm GMRSD Committee
Meeting LIVE

9:30 p.m. Montague Update

10:30 p.m. Teachers at Sea

11:00 p.m. From the MCTV Archives

Wednesday, May 24th

Eagle All Day from 6:00 a.m.

7-:00 pm. Montague Selectboard
522

9:30 p.m. There and Back

10:30 p.m. It's Dan Seiden's Show
11:00 p.m. From the Discovery
Center

Thursday, May 25th

Eagle All Day from 6:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m. GMRSD Meeting 5/23
9:30 p.m. Montague Update

10:30 p.m. Brick House Poetry
Reading

MCTV offers Studio Tours and
Orientations on the Second
Wednesday of each month at 6
PM. The public is welcome and
encouraged to come down to the
studio at 34 Second Street in
Turners Falls to see the MCTV stu-
dio and learn about the exciting
opportunities MCTV has to offer
Montague residents. Call 863-9200
for more information.
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TURNERS FALLS - Men
from Moren Sign Company of
Agawam install the new
Southworth Paper Company
sign on the corner of the paper
mill on Tuesday afternoon, May
16th, after removing the

Esleeck Manufacturing
Company sign, a landmark by
the Power Canal for decades.
‘Word is that the new company.
based out of Agawam, is keep-
ing a brisk pace of production at
the old mill, with the papermak-

ers working overtime to keep up
with orders. Whether or not it
was an omen of good business,
the sun, which had not been
seen since Friday, shone briefly
on the new sign Tuesday
evening

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

10% off labor on any

ASE certified auto repair,
» backed by a nationwide ((r
NAPA warrantee.
Amherst _ .Free co.mplete vehicle
Road Service [Run ottt

Northfield
Barber Shop

Mon. Noon-5 - Tues.-Fii. 8-5 - Sat. 8-Noan

MCCafthy

Since 1895

On the Common
Greenfield, Massachusetts

Turners Falls, Massachuselts

vehicle service with (413) 774-4808
54 ztlm?ersc»lt Rd. this ad 74C Main Street * Northfield FUNERAL HOME John C. Davis
Sunderland, MA o Director
? S oduct - - - www.mecarthyfuneralhomes.com
413.665.3782  distributed by AR. Sandsi "2 413-498-5166 .
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELEGTBOARD

River Road Farmland Approved for Protection

BY DAVID DETMOLD
GILL - Tim and Dorothy
Storrow brought papers from the
state Agricultural Preservation
Restriction (APR) program for
the selectboard to sign on
Monday, May 15th, as the last
step in preserving 18 acres of
farmland they own on River
Road for continued agricultural
use. The Storrows reported that
30 acres of neighboring farmland
owned by Dick French are also
approved for inclusion in the
APR program, and are awaiting
final signatures.

Both the Storrows and French
reduced the price of their farm-
land as a means of creating a
local match for the state's pui-
chase of the development rights
on the land. Additionally, on the
Storrow land, Gill used $2300
from the town's conservation
fund to pay for an appraisal of the
land, giving the town an interest
in the land as a co-holder of the
APR deed. That fact may require
some further action by town
meeting, before the legal docu-
ments are returned to Boston, no
later than June 30th. There is a
special town meeting scheduled
for June 26th, if town meeting
approval of the town's interest in
trhe Storrow APR is required,

and the board promised to
research the matter before then.

The Storrows said the fertile
acreage along the river has lately
been rented out for corn and hay,
as well as the pasturage of sheep.
Their land may now lie fallow for
a few seasons, as the Storrows
seek organic certification before
resuming farming on it.

In other news, highway chief
Mick LaClaire reported the town
had received $92.850 in state
Chapter 90 funds for road main-
tenance in Fiscal '07. The board
had previously urged him to set
aside most of this year's Chapter
90 money in case the $4.1 million
Main Road reconstruction pro-
ject due to start soon experiences
cost overruns (on that project
overruns beyond 10%, by con-
tractual agreement with Mass
Highway, are the responsibility
of the town). But the board also
told LaClaire to cut back his '07
operating budget request for
$305.661 to something closer to
last year's amount of $277.365.

Consequently, on the 15th,
LaClaire  proposed  taking
$43.500 out of this year's line
item for oil (as in oil and stone,
for resurfacing a portion of Boyle
Road north of the elementary
school and paving 3/10ths of a

mile portion of Bamey Hale
Road to the top of the hill) and
taking it out of Chapter 90 funds
instead. Since a large sum
remains from previous years'
Chapter 90 funding (approxi-
mately $112.000, according to
LaClaire), the board felt there
would be enough of a cushion to
cover contingencies for Main
Road, and told LaClaire to go
ahead with the plan.

The board urged LaClaire to
keep in mind his department will
be needing a new truck in the
next year or so, and to set aside
some of the remaining Chapter
90 funds if possible for that pur-
chase. LaClaire said a single axle
truck with plow would cost the
department around $100,000.

Taking $43,500 for oil out of
Chapter 90 will allow LaClaire to
bring the highway budget down
to $262.161 for '07, more than
$15,000 below last year's request.

While he was there. LaClaire
informed the board about
progress, or the lack of it, on
reopening the Bascom Road
bridge, closed following damage
to the abutments during last
October's heavy rains. FEMA
subsequently refused to fund
repairs. Senator Rosenberg's
office has asked the towns of

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE GILL POLIGE LOG

Suspicious Acitivity

Thursday 5-11

9:20 a m. General residential
burglar alarm at a Saco Way res-
idence. Officer sent, and resi-
dence was secure.

1:30 p m. Riverside area res-
ident advised she was receiving
harassing phone calls. Report
filed. Under investigation.

5:50 pm. Mutual aid for
Erving police with major motor
vehicle accident on Route 2, all
traffic re-routed.

Friday 5-12

4:15 p.m. General burglar
alarm at the NMH campus.
Security notified. All found to

be secure.
10:14 p.m. Arrested

for
under the influence.

operating

Sunday 5-14
8:30 am. Summons citation

issued to
for operating

after suspension.

10:30 a m. Suspicious motor
vehicle activity in Gill. A vehi-
cle reportedly pull up to a youth
and asked the youth to come
into the vehicle. Report filed,
matter under investigation.

1:45 pm. Complaint of a

tractor trailer unit in the road-
way in the Riverside area,
blocking the way for emergency
vehicles. Officer sent.

10:30 pm. General residen-
tial burglar alarm at a Riverside
residence. Area was secure.

Monday 5-15

12:45 pm. Motor vehicle
accident without injury in the
Route 2 area near Barton Cove.

Tuesday 5-16

9:31 p m. Assisted Northfield
Police with a domestic assault
and battery amrest on Old
Turnpike Road.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Richard Mascavage
Owner
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SPORT SHOP

Fishing - Hunting - Athletic -
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101 Avenue A

Turners Falls, MA 01376
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COHN &

Mary Lou Emond
CRS, GRI, CBR

COMPANY
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117 Main Street « PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

Greenfield and Gill to send letters
attesting to the need to repair the
bridge. so he can seek state funds
for the repairs. LaClaire said he
would gather supporting com-
ments from fire chief Gene
Beaubien and police chief David
Hastings. who could verify the
need to use the bridge for
reduced response time on mutual
aid calls to Greenfield.

Suzanne Smiley, former chair

of the planning board, has agreed
to migrate over to the Zoning
Board of Appeals, along with
planning board member Bob
Perry, now that the ZBA has been
given the authority to handle spe-
cial permit reviews (handled by
the planning board up until now).
The board appointed Smiley to
the ZBA for one year, and Perry
for two. Both boards will now
have five members.

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Self Help Grant May Assist
Conservation Land Purchase

Admistrative assistant Tom
Sharp told the Erving select-
board Monday, May 15th, that a
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts Division of Conserva-
tion Self Help grant program for
the purchase of open space may
be able to help the town to a
greater extent than first report-
ed. in its effort to acquire and
permanently protect 185 acres
of conservation land on Old
State Road. At their April 24th
meeting, the board heard from
Betsy Bhatti, a land protection
specialist for Mt Grace Land
Trust, that the Self-Help pro-
gram might cover 52% of the
purchase price of the land
owned by the Giniusz family.
After a meeting with state offi-
cials in Boston, Sharp told the
board this week the program
could cover 72% - 86% of the
purchase price, a considerable
improvement on earlier expec-
tations. The town is negotiating
for a reported asking price of
$800.000 for the old dairy farm,
which includes fields, forested

sections, a cedar swamp, and
cliffs. On the south side of the
road, the land abuts an old town
cemetery, where Revolutionary
War Soldiers and early settlers
are buried. The board has said
the owners have a bone fide
offer on the table from another
buyer. Board member Jeff
Dubay said the land could easi-
ly be carved up into 20 build-
able lots, if it were sold for
development.

Sharp said the Giniusz fami-
ly is in the process of separating
a few acres of land, with the old
farmhouse, from the remaining
acreage. The board hopes to
seek approval for the purchase
from a special town meeting
before June 30th. The applica-
tion to the Self Help program
needs to be in by August 1st,
and Sharp said the town should
hear back from the state about
the disposition of the grant by
October 1st. If the purchase is
completed, the town’s conser-
vation commission will oversee
its management, in perpetuity.

AYRSHIRES

land of milk and honey

Grade “A” Raw Cow’s Milk
Pick up at the farm 9-6

Milk with the cream on top * Fresh and Pure * Never
Homogenized » Never Pasteurized » From Pastured Cattle
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

BY JOHN HANOLD
It has been said that the pass-
ing of laws, like the making of
sausages, is an effort best not
observed. Tuesday's meeting of
the Montague selectboard pro-
vided viewers a more light-heart-
ed view of governmental opera-
tions, as the board re-organized
itself for the coming year. In
recent years it has been custom-
ary to elect as the new chair the
member entering the last year of
his or her term. As newly re-
elected member Allen Ross
observed, "In view of our colle-
gial relationship there is no need
to use the chairmanship to exert
control." In keeping with that
pattern, Patricia Pruitt was
quickly elected as chair, and
Allen Ross was elected clerk. He
offered the opinion that his new
position is the hardest one,
because the clertk has to keep
track of the details of motions.
Collegiality contended with
light-heartedness as Pruift and
Ross attempted to change seats
and microphones without dam-
aging cominunications equip-
ment or each other. MCTV gra-
ciously turned off the audio por-
tion of the local broadcast during
the procedure, so viewers
observed the re-setting of chair

Rearranging the Chairs

heights and microphones as
silent cinema. One audience
member suggested that a com-
mercial for potables should fill
the time-out period.

After the board completed the
impromptu reorganization, they
turned to the serious business at
hand. First was a joint meeting
with the two remaining members
of the board of assessors to
appoint a replacement for long
time assessor Norm Fuller, who
died last month. Three residents
submitted letters of interest,
offering varying strengths, and
the combined boards discussed
the relative importance of past
experience, board continuity in
the future, and involvement of
broader age groups in town ser-
vice. In response to Ross' ques-
tion about how a candidate's
views on economic growth or
environmental concern might
influence a member's actions,
Betty Waidlich of the assessors
assured him state mandates and
guidelines prevent members
from swaying assessing deci-
sions.

Members of both boards men-
tioned the complexity of assess-
ing issues and the need for every
assessor to aftend a state-man-
dated training course within two

years of appointment or election.
One letter of interest was
received only a day before the
meeting, and the five delibera-
tors considered whether to defer
an appointment until the writer
could be more thoroughly evalu-
ated. All parties agreed that the
board will continue to rely heav-
ily on the experience of director
of assessing JoAnn Greenleaf,
whose two years' service in
Montague are only the latest
phase of her 22 years in the pro-
fession. The discussion conclud-
ed with the appointment of
Theresa Ann Miner of Millers
Falls, who will serve until the
next town election. The single
dissenting vote from Allen Ross
was apparently based on a pref-
erence for finther evaluation, not
on a judgment of Miner's suit-
ability.

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio reported that final
local aid figures from the state
are still uncertain, but the fund-
ing level championed by the
Senate Ways &  Means
Committee is higher than the
governor's figures, so there is
some optimism that a House-
Senate conference committee
may report out a bill with good
news for towns and school dis-

tricts.

The selectboard set a summer
meeting schedule. allowing for
holidays and bi-weekly meetings
in July and August. The meeting
schedule for the board is as fol-
lows: May 22nd, June 5th, 19th
and 26th, July 10th and 24th, and
August 7th, 21st, and 28th.

In response to a combined
request for bids on fuel oil by
twenty governmental units, Rice
Oil submitted the low bid of
$594,237.58, and the selectboard
ratified the choice as it applies to
the town of Montague and the
Montague wastewater pollution
control facility. Together with the
Tumers Falls Fire Dept., those
units account for 16% of the total
contract, and will pay an average
of $2.49 per gallon.

John Reynolds and Sam
Gilford of the Cable Advisory
Committee (CAC) presented
their evaluation of the first quai-
terly report from Montague
Cable Television (MCTV) cov-
ering their performance as local
access provider for cable sei-
vices. Their conclusion, second-
ed by the selectboard, is that
MCTV has made steady progress
in establishing services, in spite
of funding constraints before the
first payment was received from

Comcast. Gilford expressed
eagerness for expanded pro-
gramming, and both the CAC
and the selectboard encourage
residents to volunteer for both
production opportunities at
MCTYV and service on the CAC.
Compliments were paid to Anne
Harding and Mike Bosworth for
the financial reporting and struc-
ture of the report, and to MCCI
board chair Michael Muller for
technical progress. Training of
Gill-Montague and Tech School
students, a criterion during the
selection process last year. has
begun satisfactorily, and as fund-
ing continues the station will be
able to plan for permanent
staffing by June.

More equipment purchases
and producer ideas seem to be
required to support expanded
programming. In reference to the
lively process of choosing a
local-access provider,
Chairperson Pruitt said to
Gilford, "I'm very encouraged to
hear your remarks." to which he
replied. "I just want this to be the
best for everyone."

The board went into closed
session for collective bargaining
and discussion of real estate.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG
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Speeding Cars
Sunday 5-14

1:30 p.m. Report of a dog
walking on Route 2. Found
to be in Gill near Wagon
Wheel.
Animal Control Officer.

Wednesday 5-10

5:40 p.m. Report of a
child locked in a car at a
Warner Street address. Door
was opened, child was ok.

Friday 5-12
5:30 p.m. Report of a
customer/owner dispute at

-
o
o
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REPLACEMENT
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SUNRISE
(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimales
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Mass, Contractor Req.# 107141
Mass, License #05956G5

Fit Figures at the French
King Entertainment Center.
Matter was settled between
the two.

Saturday 5-13

1:25 p.m. Report of a lar-
ceny at the state fire head-
quarters on Route 2A.

|
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|
|

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLIGE LOG

12 Inches of Water

Friday 5-12
6:56 p.m. Report

Sunday 5-14
2:01 a m. Report of

Monday 5-15
1:30 p.m. Report

Contacted Gill

Monday 5-15
8:40 p.m. After a motor

vehicle stop a criminal
application was issued
to

for

operating with

rights suspended in
Massachusetts and
speeding.

Tuesday 5-16
8:45 am. After a

motor vehicle stop on
Route 2, a juvenile was
arrested and charged
with speeding, driving
to endanger. and pos-
session of marijuana.

of a larceny from a
2nd Street address.
Caller states Ther
daughter’s cell was
stolen. Found out
later daughter had
loaned it to someone.

9:01 p.m. Report
of a safety hazard at a
Ross Avenue address.
Caller states there is
12 inches of water in

the basement. Fire
Department respond-
ed with pump.

Saturday 5-13

4:13 am. Report
of a domestic distur-
bance at an L Street
address. Found to be
verbal only. Male
subject left for the

night.

a suspicious vehicle
on Millers Falls Road.

was arrested
and charged with
operating under the
influence of liquor
and marked lanes vio-
lations.

7:42 a m. Report of
tree limbs on cable
wires on North Taylor
Hill Road. Comcast
notified.

11:06 p.m. Report
of a traffic hazard on
Bridge Street. Caller
states a road cone was
in the middle of the
street and when she
tried to move it some-
one yelled at her.
Officer removed it.

of a black lab running
loose on Greenfield
Road. Animal Control
Officer located, iden-
tified, and returned 1t.

5:58 p.m. Report
of a one- car motor
vehicle accident by
Yesterday’s on 3rd
Street. No personal
injuries. Damage to
motor vehicle under
$1,000. Motor vehi-
cle towed from scene.

Tuesday 5-16

10:21 pm. Report
of a loud noise distur-
bance at an Avenue A
address. Caller states
there are loud drunk
people on the back
porch. Gone omn
arrival of officer.

Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs
Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833

70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

_, Brian R. San Soucie

5% Locksmith - CRL

Serving the Area for over 25 years Certified + Bonded= Insuried

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falis, MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

+ Dead Bolts
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* We Master Key & Re-Key
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Barlow Landscaping, Excavating

& Paving, Inc.
Bryan Barlow, CEO

Demolition

Seal Coating

Treework P.O. Box 386
Construction Services Turners Falls, MA 01376
Septic Systems M3-T72-2155
Paving Emergency Mai box
Snow Plowing, Sanding 896-2765
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TFHS Bands, Chorus Excel at Virginia Competition

BY ALI URBAN

TURNERS FALLS - Turners
Falls High School band and
chorus students are trumpeting
their awards earned at the 2006
Music Showcase in Yorktown,
VA, May 6th. They set a record
this year for the number of
awards won: eleven.

"This was a big year in terms
of recognition." said Steve
Ciechomski, band and chorus
director, and longtime TFHS
music teacher. "The kids did an

excellent job and brought great
honor to our school and our
towns. This was a great trip."
The awards were: First Place
Class A Mixed Chorus, Concert
Band and Jazz Band; Baritone
Saxophone Section in Jazz and
Concert Bands; Percussion
Section, Concert Band;
Championship Overall High
School Choral Award and
Championship Overall High
School Instrumental Award.
Individuals also were recog-

nized for their musical achieve-
ments there. Trish Richotte. a
junior, received an Outstanding
Section Award for jazz alto sax-
ophone solo and Chelsea Isles, a
junior, for her jazz baritone sax-
ophone solo. Sophomore Aaron
Cappucci received recognition
as Outstanding Section
Accompanist for chorus and
Outstanding Section Soloist for
jazz piano.

"I play jazz piano a lot in my
spare time." said Cappucci. who

credits Ciechomski for his posi-
tive influence. "To receive
recognition for something I am
so passionate about was really
exciting."

According to Ciechomski,
the music department has taken
such trips, generally tied in with
a theme park, for the past 12 or
15 years to such places as
King's Dominion, VA, Cedar
Point, OH. and Hershey, PA.

There are nearly 50 students
involved in the music depart-

ment currently, although not all
attended the competition.

"Everyone had a great time."
said Isles. "This year's awards
were huge accomplishments for
our music department.
Receiving a soloist award was
something I really hoped to do.
Mr. C. has helped me to
improve so much; I would real-
ly like to thank him. I know
when he looks back, he will be
very proud.”

SALVAGE

continued from pg 1

said Kosuda had recently hired
a structural engineer and paid
for a roof plan and stabilization
plan. “T'm putting a lot of work
into getting the project up and
running. Hopefully, we’ll have
more news soon,” said Kosuda,
reached by phone this week.

Meanwhile,  Belchertown
developer Mark  Kislyuk,
appears to have put together
financing to proceed with a plan
to renovate the building into 88
market rent apartments and street
level commercial office space.
Kislyuk received zoning board
of appeals approval on October
27th, 2004 for this plan, contin-
gent on his completing a traffic
study for the property, (located
between the power canal and the
Connecticut River), a structural
engineering study, 100% con-
tainment of runoff, and comple-
tion of the commercial space
prior to rental of the residential
units. The ZBA also placed a
$500,000 performance bond on
Kislyuk, to insure the town
would have funds to demolish
the building, should the project
fail to reach completion.

Jensen called the ZBA’s
move to place a performance
bond on the project “unusual.”
ZBA chair Ermest Brown
agreed. “We don’t do it that
often. just to protect the town.
He had a great plan; it would
have been a great use of that
land. I guess it was just too good
to be true.”

Kislyuk was not reachable by
phone prior to deadline, but for-
mer Montague selectboard
member Ed Voudren comment-
ed on the project, which his

company, First Source
Fimancial, for which he works
as a Senior Mortgage

Underwriter, appears to be
ready to back. “We're satisfied
the market is there for the proj-
ect.” said Voudren. “It’s defi-
nitely doable. We’'re hoping to
get going soon.”

Soon, from the building’s
point of view would be a good
thing. Jensen said another winter
without a roof would likely spell
total collapse for the 110-year-
old, 126,890-square foot proper-
ty. Since February, the town has
had Power Street, the abutting
roadway providing one of two
access routes to the residential

neighborhood of the Patch,
closed off for fear the exterior
brick walls might fall on passing
traffic.

Another factor that might be
fueling Kislyuk’s desire to move
forward on the project now is the
approaching expiration of the
ZBA permit, which is good only
if acted on within two years. But
there is a dispute about the pur-

A developer’s dream or a neighborhood nightmare? This shot of
the collapsed roof and five demolished floors - leading to a dan-
gerous drop to the basement - was taken through the unsecured

lic safety, after construction
ground to a halt in August 2005.
Twin mounds of rubble rising
from a cinderblock foundation
mark the high point to date of
what had been heralded as the
first new building on the Avenue
in decades. Subcontractors com-
plained of being stiffed by
Kislyuk, including A&D Sewer
Drain of West Springfield,

DETMOLD PHOTO

rear door of Railroad Salvage earlier this week.

chase and sale agreement
between Kosuda and Kislyuk,
according to numerous sources,
which could lead to legal wran-
gling, and further delays.
Kislyuk’s performance on
another high profile project in
town, a proposed eight apart-
ment, twin storefront building
on Avenue A, across from the
post office has prompted the
town to intervene to insure pub-

which said they were owed
$6.000 in October, and New
England  Construction  of
Chicopee, the general contractor
for the job, which claimed
Kislyuk had failed to pay them
$60.000, at the same time. The
town was forced to patch the
sidewalk and the pavement of
Avenue A at public expense
after gaping holes were left, fol-
lowing excavation for the sewer

connection.

Highway  superintendent
Tom Bergeron said he billed
Kislyuk $1402 last fall for the
repairs to the road and sidewalk.
Kislyuk paid that bill yesterday,
according to Dion.

On April 6th, the selectboard
ordered Kislyuk to erect a safe-
ty fence around the property
within 10 days, due to concerns
about open trenches,
boards with nails
sticking out of them,
and projecting rebar.
Jensen said the fence
was yesterday as
well, following a
threat of court action
by the town.

Voudren said his
investment company
was also ready to
back Kislyuk’s proj-
ect on Avenue A.

Records on file
with the Hampshire
County Registry of
Deeds and the
archives of
Hampshire County
dailies show that
Kislyuk is no
stranger to contro-
versy. The sale of
one partially-com-
pleted project, a 60-
unit  development
called the Oaks on
Burt Pitts Road in
Florence, for $1.5
million in January of

2004 to Amherst
developer Douglas
Kohl, allowed
Kislyuk to settle law-
suits totaling
$350,000 from a
contractor, subcon-

tractor, and an archi-
tect for that job who
said they had not
been paid. And the
division and sale of a
44-acre parcel at the
intersection of Route
202 and Route 21 in
Belchertown, for at least $3.5
million, in the fall of 2005,
allowed Kislyuk to avoid a
September ‘05 foreclosure on
that property, on which he had
planned to build a shopping
center. It will now house a Pride
gas station, and the Eastern
Hampshire County District
Courthouse.

Voudren said Kislyuk’s plans
for renovating the partially col-

lapsed  Railroad  Salvage
Building might include erecting
a metal frame on the interior
walls, a technique he called
“elephant framing.” He said he
had inspected the building
recently, and said. “There’s a lot
of things that can be done,” to
save the structure.

Meanwhile, several residents
of the Patch, calling themselves
the Ad Hoc Property Owners
Association, have sent letters to
the Montague selectboard.
Jensen, the fire and police
chiefs, and Kosuda, detailing
their safety concerns with the
derelict building, an adjoining
mound of illegally dumped
garbage. and the curtailed
access to the Patch due to the
closure of Power Street. Their
concems will be heard at the
next meeting of the selectboard,
on May 22nd.

In February, the building
inspector had reported to the
board that the property had been
secured against intruders. This
week, a door to the rear of the
building was found wide open.
A brief examination of the inte-
rior revealed extremely danger-
ous conditions, including buck-
ling and caved in flooring,
hanging beams and ceiling
materials, and open pits to the
basement.

Come visit the Friends of

Reporter
table Saturday during Arts
& Blooms, in front of the
MCTV studio at 34 2nd
Street. Stop by to chat or
buy a Beporter T-shirt!

Override Steering
Commitiee Meets

The next meeting of the
Montague Override Steer-
ing Committee will be held
at the Northeast
Foundation for Children,
85 Avenue A, in Turners
Falls. tonight, (Thursday,
May 18th) at 7 p.m. All are
welcome to attend.

For more information,
call Sue Lapan, committee
chair, at 863-2559. or to
make donations call, Ann
Ambo. treasurer, at 863-
9024.
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The Holocaust, as Told by One Who Survived
BY PAMELA HANOLD - Thirty-five years ago he was David armband or be shot on Korzenik was almost 18 in teenagers. Passionately he

TURNERS FALLS - History
became intensely personal for
the students at Turners Fall
High School on Wednesday,
May 17th, as they listened to
Joseph Korzenik’s story of his
life as a Jewish boy in Poland
and Germany during the years
of the Holocaust.

The forum began with stu-
dents from Lisa West’s World
History class sharing some of
what they had learned in class,
with the help of UMass student
mtern Stephanie Trilling. Their
remarks included a specific list
of genocides, past and present,
and the statement that geno-
cides are important to under-
stand because of their effect on
the lives of all people.

Korzenik, like the students,
started with a focus on the peo-
ple affected. “Why,” he asked,
“was this group singled out?
Why did I survive when so
many gifted people died?”

Without answering those
unanswerable questions, he
explained why he felt it was
important to tell his story.

The America he came to 59
years ago was full of people liv-
ing a “very sheltered. quiet
life.” and so he remained silent.
He “snapped” out of his desire
to seek revenge and his yen to
“go to Korea and die in com-
bat,” when he became engaged
to a “Connecticut Yankee” girl,
who told him six years was
enough time to give to war

asked to speak about his youth,
and did so when the same
Connecticut Yankee insisted he
had “no right to refuse to speak.”
As books continue to be pub-
lished denying the reality of the
Holocaust,

sight. In fact, his 12-year-old
friend forgot to wear his one
day and, when a classmate
taunted him loudly in front of
the guards, the boy was shot on
the spot.

April 1943 when the joumey
from camp to camp began. His
family had been herded into a
train earlier and taken to a con-
centration camp. He never saw
them again.

W h en

Korzenik feels
the need to keep
reminding the
world of what
really hap-
pened, hoping
to help build the
consciousness
needed to stop
the continuation
of genocides.
In 1939,
Korzenik was
living in a
small Polish
town about the
size of Mont-

asked by a
student what
his first
thoughts were
on being lib-
erated by the
Americans in
1 9 45

Korzenik
replied,
“Food, espe-
cially bread.
When  you
have been so
hungry for so
long, that is
all you can

ague. The Holocaust Survivor Joseph Korzenik (center) with students from Lisa think about.”
youngest  of West’s World History class at Wednesday'’s assembly at TFHS He went on
three children to explain that

of an uneducated, Orthodox
Jewish farmer, by 14 he was
attending three schools, and
feeling the beginnings of the
restrictions by the Germans.
Over the next three and a half
years, the oppression and terror-
izing of the Jewish population
in his town and countryside
intensified. Early on, Polish
Jews were restricted to the ghet-
to, denied schooling, required to
work three days a week for the
Gestapo to receive food rations,
and forced to wear a Star of

Under the dehumanizing
command of the Gestapo,
Korzenik said those “years in
the ghetto were harder than the
later years in the camps.” Many
of the jobs he was given
involved witnessing murders,
and behaviors he felt he needed
to keep from his family to
shield them from the horrors. So
alone, he lived with the images
and knowledge of what was
happening and tried to get some
sleep in his increasingly haunt-
ed night hours.

after years of surviving irra-
tional acts, such as being saved
from being gassed by being
taken randomly out of the line
for a new work order, or not
being one of the “every tenth”
counted off to be shot that day,
or just not being with the group
singled out for sport and death at
any given time, freedom cannot
be comprehended. You must
“learn new ways of thinking
about who you are.”

Korzenik’s most important
message was directed to the

spoke of the “stupidity and fail-
ure of hate” exhorting them to
“Live without hate! You may
dislike someone, but don’t hate
them.” Don’t even say you hate
someone or some thing. “Living
a life without hate is a tremen-
dous favor you do yourself.” To
parents, Korzenik said. raising
children without hate is an
important act, to prevent war
and genocide. “We have to be
taught to hate.”

To the students, he said, “You
have probably heard your par-
ents complain about taxes at
home,” but he urged them to
think differently about taxes.
Asking what they thought had
built this fine school in which
they sat, and what paid these fine
teachers, he declared, “Taxes are
a small price to pay for freedom
in this wonderful country.”

For more details of the
forum, I suggest you ask the
nearest teenager. They were lis-
tening intently and could tell
you all about it.

For me, I took home a lesson.
History is at its best when the
details of the past are told by
one who was there, heard in the
company of your community,
and understood as relevant to
the happenings of the present.
Our behavior of today is the his-
tory of tomorrow.

Thanks to the students and
the history teachers at Turners
Falls High for sharing this expe-
rience with us.

ARTS

continued from pg 1

Twenty five artists whose
studios are not downtown will
have tables at the Great Falls
Art Fest to benefit the Brick
House Community Resource
Center. This outdoor festival
will include art, live music,
food, children’s activities and
more on the grounds of the
Great Falls Discovery Center at
2 Avenue A.

Inside the Discovery Center,
children can enjoy craft activi-

ties from 11 a.m. to noon about
migratory birds, and then
embark upon a walking geology
tour led by Steve Winters from
1-2:30 p.m. on Saturday.

The Hallmark Museum of
Contemporary Photography at
85 Avenue A, consistently
shows the work of world
famous photographers of the
last quarter century. Currently,
the work of Jay Maisel is on
view with works from his career
as an advertising, corporate and
editorial photographer.

The bright yellow building at

38 Third Street is David
Weiner’s Great Lighting where
you will find optically engi-
neered lighting with an empha-
sis on aesthetics. His is an alter-
native to conventional lighting
showrooms and a source for
energy-efficient antique, vin-
tage, and custom lighting.

A new addition this year is
the work of Carlyn Saltman in
the Brick House at 24 Third
Street. With her business, “Your
Story Matters,” the award-win-
ning filmmaker will show sam-
ples of how family lore and a

loved one’s signature stories can
be preserved. Personal family
recordings can be made in an
adjacent studio at a special dis-
count.

Downtown merchants partic-
ipating in Arts and Blooms are
the Shady Glen, Chinatown,
Jake’s Tavern, Books and More,
Cup O’ Joe, Turners Falls Pizza
House and Ristorante DiPaolo.

Supporting contributors
include the Wagon Wheel
Restaurant and Four Directions
Healing Arts Accupuncture.

“Arts and Blooms” is a part-

ner in the Turners Falls
RiverCulture Project, a commu-
nity and economic development
project designed to promote and
sustain Turners Falls and the
Connecticut River area as a
great place to live and to enjoy
the arts, nature and outdoor

recreation.
Lisa Davol is the Cultural
Coordinator of the RiverCulture
Project. She can be reached at
riverculture(@montague.net or
413-230-9910
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WEST ALONG THE RIVER

BY DAVID BRULE
MILLERS FALLS - The way I
see it, the Romans had it wrong.
They named January after the
two-faced god Janus, blowing
both winter and spring anytime
he felt like it.

That may be fine for those
who  dwell along  the
Mediterranean, but here in New
England, we know where we
stand in January alright, it's
March and April who are the
hypocrites. Often it's warm
enough to coax out the early
mosquito and frog in the warm
evening rain, but it also freezes
us solid at 18 degrees many a
night. It keeps the maple sap
pumping but freezes it into
sweet icicles that hang from the
branch.

With the increasing light,
birds are encouraged to tune
their pipes, and the song spai-
row earns his name, by piping
sweetly from the bare lilac.
Even the shrill jay tries his near-
ly musical yodel. but he's no
match for the redwing and his
oak-a-lee. The wyard is still
frozen and gray, but fills with
music in spite of the icy wind
and coming snow squall.

The frigid feast of St. Patrick
comes and goes with the March
wind but nature seems to take
no heed of the Celt, and vice-

Spring Almanac

versa. One week later, sun [0 S o telling their winter cousins: no
brings out the first green from ) # ¥ 4 F -, rush, you stragglers, but here's
the ground., spears push up ' ® . your hat and there's the door!
through the early morning ) Make way for spring! As
crusted earth. The birds = ) everyone can see, this May

who have depended onus &

all winter for daily suste-
nance reward us with
song. Those same spar- ’
rows have tunes that £
are becoming more
clear and liquid as
they call from several
places around the
yard at once, their
cousins the tree spar- |
row and the white-
throat add their notes
to the March chorus.

The blue jay clan, once « .

30 strong during January
has thinned to 10 or 12, but "
they still crowd the feeder,

cheek by jowl as they work on

the seeds they've chosen. Geese
trumpet in the marsh, crows
pump their call from the tallest
pine, head and shoulders
stretching. Red-wings huff their
scarlet shoulder epaulets to
impress the others. By mid-
April, sparse flowers appear.
Tree swallows are moving north
over the river, goldfinches
changing from drab faded green
to gold. with a jaunty black
beret over one eye. The Osprey
is coming along the river, pivot-

'l"(

ing on one wing when a fish
rises to the surface. In the dusk
a pair of wood ducks pass in
slow nuptial flight over the
house and through the trees.

But oh my, when May
arrives! Especially this year!
The mild winter brought the
spring birds up while the winter
visitors were still sticking close
to the feeders. Tree swallows
and rose-breasted grosbeaks

has been exceptional in
= the simultaneous flower-

' ing: forsythia and daf-
fodils still linger while
‘ crabapple,  cherry,
peach, dogwood,
B lilac, quince. azalea.
¢ shadblow, wviolets,
trout lilies and trilli-
um have all come
into bloom at once.
We won't see this hap-
¥ pen too often in a life-
y time. The Baltimore
oriole and blue jay are
y' sporting about in "them
baseball clothes" of theirs,
the wood thrush is fluting in
the glen near the frog pond. the
catbird is meowing from the
burning bush. Titmice have
come right up on the back porch
to gather tufts of shedded
Siberian husky fur to line their
nests, the phoebe is already
incubating under an eave of the
cabin in the woods.

This is also becoming the
year of the Jack-in-the-Pulpit.
This quiet woodland plant is
popping up all over, with Jack
the pistil quietly surveying his
patch of earth from under the

graceful curve of the hood of his
pulpit.

So far however, the greatest
gift this spring has been a pair
of wood ducks who have decid-
ed to nest in a hollow tree
between the yard and the pond,
and wvisible from the living
room. From time to time we see
them, perched in a tree and
peering at us duck-like as we
move around the yard. We take
care not to look at them directly,
preferring to let them feel they
are invisible, perched high up
on an oak branch. The male is a
stunning dandy with reds, blues
and greens, stripes, spots and
bars, and a demure crest at the
back of his neck. This brilliant
and gentle duck was driven to
the edge of extinction during the
last century, but 50 years of
restricted hunting has brought it
back. Any day now, ducklings
will climb their way up out of
the hollow of the tree and make
the thirty foot jump down to the
ground, to scramble off to the
pond with their mother, and
later to the wider Millers mov-
ing slowly just the other side of
the trees. In the meantime we
wait patiently for more migrants
that should be moving in after
this rainy spell. bringing bright
song and exotic rainforest color
to the glowing emerald woods.

BY LEE CARIGNAN
TURNERS FALLS - Local
pitcher Brad Baker is back in
the Red Sox organization.
Baker is a resident of
Leyden, and pitched locally for
Pioneer. He was a dominant
pitcher for the school in the
late '90s. He was known for his
95-mph fastball and sharp
curve ball and had scouts from
many major league baseball
teams visiting Pioneer games.
He was a first-round draft

Local Pitcher Back With the Sox

pick of the Boston Red Sox in
1999. He was traded away in
2002 to the San Diego Padres
organization for major league
pitcher Alan Embree. The left-
handed Embree pitched for the
Red Sox for three years before
being released in 2005.

Baker was a starting pitch-
ing prospect for the Red Sox.
but the Padres moved him into
the bullpen and were grooming
him as their closer of the
future. Baker excelled in his

new role and made it up to the
AAA level.
Last year he was traded to

the Atlanta Braves organiza-
tion. He was 1-0 with a 2.40
ERA in 9 games for the
Richmond Braves this season.
The Braves traded Baker back
to the Red Sox this week, as a
player to be named later from a
previous trade.

Baker will pitch for the Red
Sox triple AAA team at
Pawtucket. He is now one step
away from pitching for the
team he grew up rooting for.
The 25-year-old right-hander

could be a late season call-up
this year if he excels at
Pawtucket. It's unclear how the
Sox plan to use Baker. The Sox

already have  promising
prospect Craig Hanson as their
triple AAA closer.

Baker has to be excited
about the trade. Being back
with the Sox has to be a dream
come true for the Leyden
hurler. It may not be long
before we see him pitching at
Fenway Park.

KLONDIKE

CONCERT SOUND SERVICES

PRO AUDIO SALES,

37 SILVIO CONTE DRIVE, 1-91 INDUSTRIAL PARK
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
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RENTALS
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Turners Falls, MA 01376

www.renbuild.net

PO Box 272

413/863-8316
Fax 413/863-9712

=) SRES -

ABR, CRS,e-PRO,
REALTOR

GRI, 5RE5,CER

)mf"@r‘\ ' Bras

75 Main Street
Northfield, MA 01360

Office: 413-498-0207
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Turners Falls, MA
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BY RUTH WITTY
GREENFIELD, GREAT
FALLS - Lots of people love to
garden and lots of people love to
meet people and get together
with others around a common
interest. Community gardens
bring these two loves together
and also help people with no
access to land benefit from
growing healthy organic vegeta-
bles. I talked to two people who
have been involved in the com-
munity gardens in Greenfield
and Tumners Falls from their
beginnings.

Eveline MacDougall had
always been interested in gar-
dening. She came from a farm
family and unlike some daugh-
ters or sons of farmers who head
for the city at the earliest oppor-
tunity, she remained true to her
agricultural roots. She had also
been a community organizer,
organizing college students
around social and political
issues like the campaign to end
apartheid. In 1989, MacDougall
sought to unite these avocations
by organizing a community gar-
den in Greenfield. However, the
only land she could find was a
tiny plot on Devens Street.

Her search for land took her
to the Department of Public
Works. She looked at thirteen
plots owned by the town, but
unused but for one reason or
another. Each was unsuitable.
One was filled with old tires,
one was overgrown with poison
ivy. A friend suggested she try
asking to use the grounds in
front of the school administra-
tion building. This involved get-
ting the permission of the select-
board and the school committee,
which took some time. In 1999,
a group of dedicated community
gardeners finally broke ground
on the present garden by the
school administration building
on Davis Street. There are
presently forty plots in cultiva-
tion there, approximately ten by
twenty feet. From the start sev-
eral social service organizations
have had plots, at the moment

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

Vegetables, flowers and berbs are growing at the Great Falls Community Gardens in Turners Falls.

Even Start (part of the Literacy
Project), FCAC youth services,
and Service Net all have plots.
There is also a plot in which vol-
unteers grow food for the fiee
food pantries.

When Jean Hebden lived in
Turners Falls in 1995 she saw a
depressing sight on a daily basis
- an empty lot on Fourth Street
where a nine apartment building
had burned to the

rocks, bricks and other debris,
which was generously hauled
away by the Montague highway
department.

The group secured a small
amount of start up funding from
the selectboard of Montague to
pay for a delivery of loam. They
solicited donations of manure
from local farmers. David
Detmold got the idea of using

in 1998 entered a contest spon-
sored by the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society for the
best community garden in the
state - and won, beating out gar-
dens in Newton and Wellsley
and classy burgs like that! A few
years later a second community
plot was opened on Third Street,
with a donation of land from the
Franklin County Regional
Housing Authority.

ground  several
years previously.
The lot was full of
garbage and dog
droppings. "That
would be a great
place for a com-
munity garden,"
thought Hebden.
It seemed sev-
eral people had the
same idea. but it
didn't come to
fruition until Joyce
Annear bought the
land and donated it

N A

ILLUSTRATION: RUTH WITTY

This spring, the
Great Falls garden has
seen one of the biggest
responses ever with a
large number of new
gardeners. Hebden
said the problem is
getting people to com-
mit to looking after
their plot for the whole
gardening season,
rather than forgetting
about it after the first
rush of spring enthusi-
asm.

I talked to a few

Lkt &t

for use as a com-
munity garden. A volunteer
helping to turn the soil broke his
rototiller on the tough ground,
so a committed group of neigh-
borhood residents used pickaxes
and shovels to dig out tires,

bricks from demolished build-
ings to build raised beds. which
neighbors transported to the site
using shopping carts.

The Great Falls community
garden got started in 1997, and

community gardeners
to find out what they get out of
the experience of gardening
with neighbors. Sally-Ann
Smith cultivates a plot in the
Greenfield garden. She said she
likes meeting people. and the

May 18, 2006

Gardening in Community

sense of achievement of grow-
ing vegetables herself. "It
makes you feel good when you
see people's vegetables and
flowers." She enjoys having
fresh vegetables, and it saves
her money, as the price of food
is so high. The low point was
when someone stole her prize
cabbage.

Nadine Taylor has a plot in
Turners Falls. When she sold
her home, she moved into an
apartment for the elderly and
had no land. She was frustrated
by that as she is a keen garden-
er. Taylor really enjoys the
community aspects of garden-
ing with others, sharing ideas
about growing things and solu-
tions to problems such as pests.
She knows quite a bit at this
point about organic gardening
and is happy to share her knowl-
edge with others. She feels the
community garden helps a lot of
people with economic chal-
lenges still achieve good nutri-
tion. This year she is growing
heirloom tomatoes, broccoli,
Brussels sprouts and leeks.

Sarah Meyers has a plot in
Greenfield, which she shares
with her friend Rick Scrivner.
She enjoys growing food. which
she couldn't do in an apartment.
She likes the community aspect
of people coming together and
also getting an awareness of
what it takes to actually grow
food. It has also helped her to
learn about group process. for
example at work groups, and
what it takes to facilitate people
really working well together.

Both the Greenfield and
Turners Falls plots are organic,
that is, no artificial fertilizer or
pesticides are used. So garden-
ing sometimes takes more time
than it would with conventional
methods, (for example, hand
squashing potato beetles rather
than just spraying them). But the
gardeners realize the extra time
is worth it to eat food that is
really healthy and does not con-
tribute to pollution of our planet.
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I've been los-
ing some hair, which is no sur-
prise for an old lady, but I was
wondering if there's anything 1
can do to hold on to what 1
have.

Alopecia is the medical term
for hair loss. Androgenetic
Alopecia, or pattern baldness, is
the most common type of alope-
cia; it affects about one-third of
us. I'm in that third with you.

Men start to get pattern bald-
ness at the hairline and crown.
This can lead to complete bald-
ness. Women's hair loss is usu-
ally limited to thinning: they
rarely go totally bald.

There are a few steps you can
take to preserve your hair:

1.) Avoid tight hairstyles that
pull on the hair. So, forget

Pm Losmg My Hair

braids, ponytails. cornrows and
tight hair rollers. The pulling
causes some hair loss, especial-
ly along the sides of the scalp.
This type of hair loss is called
traction alopecia. If the pulling
scars the scalp, it can cause per-
manent hair loss.

2.) Brushing or combing too
much can break hair, so keep
them to a minimum. Use combs
with wide teeth and brushes
with smooth tips. Wet hair is
more fragile than dry hair, so
show care when you do your
hair after a shower.

3. Shampooing too often is
bad for your hair. Use a cream
rinse or conditioner after sham-
pooing to make it easier to
comb. And don't dry your hair
by rubbing it with a towel.

4. Don't use hot-oil hair treat-

ILLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON

ments or chemicals in perma-
nents. These may cause inflam-
mation of the hair follicles,
which can lead to hair loss.
There are about 100,000
hairs in the average scalp.
About 100 hairs are lost from
your head every day. Each indi-
vidual hair survives for an aver-
age of 4 1/2 years and grows
about a half inch a month. In its

5th year, the hair usually falls
out and is replaced within 6
months by a new one.

We lose hair as we age.
Pattern baldness affects many
more men than women. About
25 percent of men begin to bald
by the time they are 30 years
old, and about two-thirds have
at least a balding pattern by age
60.

Androgenetic alopecia 1is
caused by heredity: a history of
it on either side of your family
increases your risk of balding.

Medicines may help slow or
prevent the development of
common baldness. Rogaine is
available without a prescription.
It is applied to the scalp.

Both men and women can
use it. Propecia is available with
a prescription. It comes in pills

and is only for men. It may take
up to six months before you can
tell if one of these medicines is
working.

Hair transplants and scalp
reduction surgery are available
to treat androgenetic alopecia
when more conservative mea-
sures have failed. During trans-
plantation a dermatologist or
cosmetic surgeon takes tiny
plugs of skin, each containing
one to several hairs, from the
back or side of your scalp. The
plugs are then implanted into
the bald sections.

Scalp reduction, as the name
implies, means decreasing the
area of bald skin on your head.

If you have a question, please
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com

FINDING BALANGE: HEALTH TIPS FOR A HAPPY LIFE

BY JENNY CHAPIN
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Someone once asked me,
regarding an entrepreneurial
venture, if I wanted to be a race-
horse or a donkey. He meant it
as a sort of character evaluation,
with the patent assumption that
the racehorse. geared for high
stakes. speed. and sleek lines.
pointed to success, whereas the
donkey - patient, gentle, humble
- was destined for the sidelines.
This man himself was bigtime,
and I don't think it occurred to
him that someone might con-
sciously select the less well-
heeled route.

My idea of the donkey is
much different than his, howev-
er, due to a concept from the
bodywork field called Zero
Balancing, first developed by
Dr. Fritz Smith thirty years ago.
Here., the Donkey is like the
subconscious, or the deeper part
of our awareness and inner
knowing. It is our Donkey that
responds to people and situa-
tions at an instinctual level.

Everyone's donkey is differ-

Lean on Me

ent: one is shy and moves slow-
ly into connection with others,
another moves enthusiastically,
without hesitation; one likes a
firm grip, while another feels
more comfortable with a soft
touch; one enjoys large gather-
ings, another prefers hanging
out at home with a few good
friends. Each donkey is unique,
worthy of respect, recognition,
and acceptance.

Regardless of the differ-
ences, the point is to find the
kind of contact that is right for
each of us. We know it by how
it feels: safe, comforting, nour-
ishing. We are able to relax into
it, let down our guard, and trust
that we are well cared for.

"Donkey/Donkey  touch"
describes that place where you
and I meet each other in mutual
esteem. It is an acknowledge-
ment, an affirmation that we see
one another - bevond the masks
we wear to hide our vulnerabil-
ities, below the fears that we're
not lovable. We make a don-
key/donkey connection by
opening our hearts and paying

attention at a deeper level: we
make that connection by having
no expectations, no need for
someone to be anywhere or
anyone other than where and
who they are at that very
moment.

The phrase "donkey lean"
came from observing how two
donkeys. each carrying loads on
their backs, lean into each other
while they walk along, usually
up hill. (Aren't the hardest bur-
dens to carry those that feel as if
we're not only going it alone,
but also toiling up a steep
slope?) Sharing the burden
lightens it for each of them. The
weight of the loads doesn't have
to be the same, nor does the size
or personality of the donkeys; it
works because they register
each other's needs, accommo-
date them. and find a mutually
comfortable point between
them where each feels evenly
supported.

When I was young, I thought
I would work with animals -
wildlife biologist, or veterinari-
an - mostly because I consid-

ered them less problematical
than humans. It was only when
the twists of life took me to
northern California in my mid-
20s to study herbs that I began
to want to work with people. All
my studies in alternative health
since then have shown me how
intimately tied we are to each
other, and what I understand
from that is this: we are not
meant to do this life on our own,
but rather to help each other
fully express our hearts.
Humans are like donkeys:
we like to be supported, but we
have to trust what we're leaning
against. I believe our most basic
need is to lean on each other, to

share the ups and downs. When,
as Fritz says, we "hold each
other in the highest personal
regard," that donkey lean is one
of the best things we've got
going for us.

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc-
turist, bodyworker, and yoga
teacher in Greenfield. Suggest
a topic or question for her col-
umn at jgchapin@crocker.com

TIRED OF LATE FEES?
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The Valley’s Best Selection of Classic, Foreign,
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SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE
50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701

No Late Fees

Over 30,000 Titles
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A wide selection of new books in all categories!
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Teachers:

20% off educational materials
15% off all other books

Custon repair

863-9417

74 AVENUE A - TURNERS FALLS

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6; Sar 9-6; Sun 12-5

@ Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry
¥ Diamonds

work done on premises

P Watches
¥ Anniversary Bands

Ofd-fashioned service]

Corner of Main &

Chapman Streets, Greentfield

Larry Pfetfer
T72-0859 Mon.-Fri., 9:30-5:30
Sat. 9:00-5:00
www.couttryjeweler.com
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413-863-9409
FAX 413-863-3530

Tumers Falls, MA
Patrick@Mtdata.com
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS chLL 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 3rd week free.

SERVIGE DIREGTORY CALL 863-8666
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74;
39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152

Carpentry

No job too small - General
Carpentry and Home Repairs.
Custom shelves a specialty. Call
David, 863-9296.

Help Wanted
Montague Parks and
Recreation Department
Summer Playground Staff
Director & Counselors
The Montague Parks and
Recreation Department s
currently  seeking  reliable,

responsible, and enthusiastic
individuals for their Summer

Playground Staff. We are
accepting  applications  for
Playground  Director  and

Counselor positions. The seven-
week Summer Play-ground
Program serves children from the
ages of 5 - 12, and is held
Mondays through Fridays from
July 3 through August 18, 2006.
Application Deadline extended to
Friday, May 12. Certification in
First Aid and CPR preferred, but
not required. Individuals must

Help Wanted

provide proof of legal working
age. For more information,
please contact the MPRD Office
at 863-3216. The Town of
Montague is an  Equal
Opportunity Employer.
Montague Parks & Recreation
Department Certified Lifeguard
The Montague Parks &
Recreation  Department is
accepting applications for a P/T
lifeguard position for the summer.
This individual is needed for both
indoor pool and waterfront
guarding. This position involves
morning and afterncon hours.
Certifications in Basic and
Waterfront  lifequarding  is
required, and must be current and
valid throughout the employment
period. Applications are available
at the Montague Parks and
Recreation Department, 56 First
Street, Turners Falls, MA. For
more information, you may call us
at 863-3216. Position opened
until filled. The Town of Montague
is an EQOE.
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Mabel Zobel
By .
Sandra Facto |

They say that everyone has a photographic memory..
I just do not seem to have any film.

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION

Timing is Everything (a Little
Luck Won’t Hurt Either!)

BY LESLIE BROWN ‘b"h‘ 4 * e
Hot and sunny in *ﬁ'_h{; *
s ‘

April; cool and damp in
May. These are the
vagaries of New
England weather. So
tonight the heady
fragrance  of  the
extraordinarily heavy-
blooming lilacs is
mixed with the sweet
scent of burning maple.
I am once again
enjoying both the floral
proclivities of this
incredible spring and an
evening stove fire fto
keep off the damp.

Luck and timing are
everything in New
England gardening. Because the
onions and leeks were getting
leggy. and the season was
especially mild, I put them out the
first weekend in April. earlier
than usual, my fingers crossed.
Soon followed a late snow and
two early moming frosts. Luckily,
the plants were not killed. They
were however, arrested in growth,
waiting sulkily for a subsequent
warm spell.

Montague Community
TV (l\ﬁCTV) - a small
public access TV station
serving Montague, Gill and
Erving, is seeking two
candidates with excellent
organizational, technical and
people skills. (1)
Administrative Director, 15
hrs: outreach and community
liaison; fundraising: general
office management; oversee
volunteers. (2) Technical
Director. 25 hrs: program
channel(s) and community
board: liaison with Comecast;
maintain/inventory
equipment: tape public
meetings; implement training
sessions. Submit cover letter,
resume and references by
June 5th to  Michael
Bosworth, MCCI Business
Support. 24 3rd  Street,
Turners Falls, MA 01376.
Please see
www.MontagueTV.org for
more info.

ILLUSTRATION: MARY AZARIAN

My peas went in during that
hot and sunny third week in
April and thus had their roots
well established before we went
into monsoon season. Had they
been planted a couple of weeks
later, the seed might well have
rotted before it germinated. This
is what I think happened with my
spinach seed. While spinach
thrives in cool weather. the seeds
I belatedly planted at the end of
April have now been over-
watered and have germinated
only half-heartedly. I expect I'll
have to wait for a late season
spinach planting in order to have
a hefty crop.

Spinach seems like an easy
crop. but it is actually quite finicky.
It loves cool weather and good
moisture, but wants some warmth
for good germination. It is also a
heavy feeder, so if you have been
luckier than I in your planting of
this delicious crop, don’t forget to
side-dress it with compost, manure
or a liquid fertilizer. This will
accomplish two things: a heftier
crop and a crop which you can
happily harvest before its short
S€asoi is OVer.

Once we move from early
spring to summer, you can forget
about growing spinach until
August or early September when
the heat of the day is followed by

chilly nights.

Now the tomato plants
are tall and strong, about
six inches in height. ready
to be planted outside.
However, I am waiting
out this rainy season
because so many tomato
problems derive from
dampness.  Soil-borne
diseases are encouraged
by wet conditions.
Tomatoes love heat and
can wait for it. Like my
leeks and omions the
tomatoes can go on hold
until conditions improve.

I had been hoping to
put the First Lady
tomatoes out in the “Wall
of Water” containers I found at a
tag sale at the end of last year’s
growing season. I thought that
the combination of an early plant
plus the boost of warm water
conditions might for once allow
me to beat my neighbor, the first
tomato on the block guy. but
probably this season. by the time
the soil dries out, it will be time
to put those lovely plants in the
ground in the ordinary way and
just let them thrive, competition
or no.

So, this is the key: sun-
warmed soil, moist but not wet.
Your tomato plants, and peppers
if you have them, need to go out
before this month is over
Traditionally, gardeners plant
these delicate treasures over the
Memorial Day weekend. But
watch the weatherman.

Timing is everything. Go out
to the garden space and talk with
Mother Nature. If you can grab a
handful of soil, squeeze it in your
hand and if it holds its shape
before crumbling back to the
earth, conditions are ripe for
planting. It’s time to take your
chances. After all, if gardening
were easy. where would the
challenge be?

Good luck, and as always,
happy gardening!

Overnwhelm
IN-TO

174-7775

Easy in-town location

Secure 24-hour access AVAY

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to mquire

ed b sfuff?sTi FraFnkﬁn Cotﬁ"s Newﬁ E

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

of
P LABLE

863-3780

(ﬂ Collision * Glass Replacement + Sand Blasting
Muscle Car Repair & Restoration
MA Rf_:.g#‘ RS2066

| bryant |

TOGNARELLI
HEATING & COOLING

* Specializing in Repairing & Installation
* Gas & 1l Systems * Radiant Heat, Gas Piping
* The Gas Experts

Bkt G5 413-863-2295

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls

SPACEPAC

Ceentrol Air - Amyvhere

65 CANAL STREET © TURNERs FALLs, MA 01376

Canal ‘

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299
Fax 413.863.9099

EMAIL: JACK@SEEIACKWORK.COM

tar Studios

Cluy/Stoe Sculpture l"Poﬂvary
Fine Art Drawings and Paintings

BY CHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

Stmce 1970

Professional Painting & Decorating

Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346

Cetebrating con 9606 Suniversary!

Geri

Gill. MA 01376
(413) 863-9736
Fax (413) 863-9739

P

66 French King Highway

Seniots
Real Estate

Support
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FRIDAY, MAY 19

Tara Jane O'Neil at The Bookmill,
Center. 8
Experimental folk chanteuse Tara
Jane O'Neil has been crafting her

Montague p m.

unique brand of finely tuned solo
albums for years now. And being
the indie rock pioneer that she is,
she continues to plow forward in
the name of experimentation,
refinement and self-realization.
Hinging on beautiful acoustics and
barely-there personal ruminations,
her most recent full-length "You
Sound, Reflect" is an understated

yet ambitious record. $8

Rt. 63 Road House come dance to
Turn It Loose Rock. 9:30 p m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY
19TH & 20TH

“Free Spirits” at the Media Arts
Cinema in the Green Trees Gallery,
Nfld. The incredible story of the
Massachusetts' Brotherhood of the
Spirit/Renaissance Community and
its controversial founder, Michael
Metelica Rapunzel. Q&A with the
Fridays film.
Wiitten/Directed by Bruce Geisler -
Tickets available by phone (413)
498-2100 or at the door. Reservations

strongly

Director  after

suggested! $8 general

admission.

Pothole Pictures presents King Kong
Classic version of the beauty and the
beast tale. This original version is
still the best. Directed by Merian C.
Cooper and Ernest B. Schoedsack.
1933. NR. b & w. Friday 7 p.m.
Abdul Baki & familty, Saturday 7
pm. The Ambiguities-rock. Movie
starts at 7:30, $6. Memorial Hall.
Shelburne Falls.

"Valley Idol" competition at The
Shea. Continues May 27th and June
3rd. For information or tickets call
(413) 863-2281 or www.theshea.org.
All proceeds benefit the Shea Theater
in Turners Falls, a non-profit organi-
zation.

SATURDAY, MAY 20TH

Rt. 63 Road House, come dance to
Strange Brew, 9:30 p m.

Ethan Miller & Kate Boverman
will perform their original fiery
songs of hope, justice and struggle
at the Echo Lake Coffee House,

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

SATURDAY & SUNDAY

MAY 20TH & 21ST

Arts and Blooms in Turners Falls
Open Studio & Downtown
Walking Tour, 10 — 5 p.m. Nestled
in the bend of the Connecticut
River, a vibrant and funky arts

Tara Jane O’'Neil plays at The Bookmill, Friday, May 19th
8 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. with Samara Lubelski

Leverett Town Hall. Singer/song-
writers. Ethan & Kate have hard-

hitting  analysis, high-energy

acoustic guitar and rich vocal har-
monies. 7:30 pm. $10/$8 seniors.
Contact: Diane Crowe, (413) 548-
9394, diacrowe(@yahoo.com

Bridge of Flowers Annual Plant Sale
9 am .until noon at the green
between Main and Water Streets in
Shelburmne Falls (rain or shine). For
more information, contact Julie Petty
at (413) 625-0830.

The Juice Pops at The Belly Bowl,
104 Fourth St., 11:30 am. - 12:30
pm. You don't want to miss this
"Brunch n' Dance" featuring delec-
table cuisine served cafeteria-style at
this hip & comfy Turners Falls
restaurant. Buy your brunch by the
pound, to accomodate both full- and
pint-sized appetites. PLUS, the
Belly Bowl is kid-friendly and has a
great playspace. The show is during
the Arts & Blooms Walking Tour, so
you can have your art and eat it too!
For more information, please call
Michelle at the Belly Bowl., (413)
863-4064 or www.thejuicepops.com.
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= OPEN Wed. - Sun. 10 am-LATE
. wwws theladvkilligrew.com ===

- coffee
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MONTAGUE
BOOKMILL

442 GREENFIELD RD.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM).

enclave is opening its doors to the
public. As the planters bloom along
the streets of this reinvented indus-
trial wvillage, downtown artists of
Turners Falls will open their work-
ing studios and galleries to reveal
the blossoming creativity behind
the historically preserved facades.

NMH Dance Program Distills
Drama from Daily Life. Spring
dance performance at Northfield
Mount Hermon, gathers moments
from our daily lives and distills
from them music and movement.
The dance companies of NMH will
put on a show each night begining
at 7 pm in Grandin Auditorium on
the Mount Hermon campus in Gill.
Tickets cost $2 for NMH students,
faculty and staff. and $5 for all oth-
ers. Reservations can be made by
calling 498-3017. For directions,
go to www nmhschool.org or call
(413) 498-3000.

SUNDAY, MAY 21ST

'zine Reading: Orpheus at The
Lady Killigrew Cafe 7 - 10 p.m.
Orpheus is the latest in the Pocket
Myths series of handmade zines,
cach offering diverse interpreta-
tions of a Greek (sometimes
Roman) myth, curated by Andrea
Lawlor. As is only fitting, the
Orpheus ‘zine also includes an
audio CD, curated by sound artist
EE Miller, a Holyoke resident.
Confirmed readers/performers for

the Bookmill event include:
Andrea Lawlor (Philadelphia), My
Invisible (Providence), Sara Jaffe
(Northampton),

more info at

www.pocketmyths.com

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

MAY 26 & 27TH

Media Arts Cinema shows “Free to
Fly” by Northfield filmmaker Mike
Schena One show each evening at
8pm in the Green Trees Gallery,
105 Main St.. Nfld. Friday (12th) is
sold out. Tickets still available for
Saturday at either Mim's Market or
the Green Trees Gallery in Nfld. or
by phone reservation at 498-2100.

WEDNESDAY,
Dorothy Porada
Poet, Performer. and
Author of LAKE MATTAWA
ODES in Orange, MA will present
POETIC REFRAINS a unique and
enchanting visual, musical, and
poetic journey at 7 pm. at the
Athol Public Library. This pro-
gram is definitely a celebration of

MAY  31ST
Hayden, local
Educator,

life's passions. joys. and a blissful
existence!! Free to the general pub-
lic.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10TH
1794 Meeting House,
Salem presents Southern Rail.

New

Heart stopping Bluegrass! 7:30
p-m., $10/38 (978) 544-5200
or www.1794meetinghouse.org
for more information.

ONGOING

Jay  Maisel at Hallmark
Museum of Contemporary
Photography, 85 Avenue A,

Turners Falls. Hours, Thurs.-
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Free. (413) 863-
0009.

Great Falls
Farmers
Market

Wednesday, May 24th
Avenue A & 6th St
Peskeomskut Park

3-6PM.
Annuals, Perennials
Grass Fed Local Beef
Eggs
Maple Products
Baked Goods
Asparagus!

Meet Your Neighbors
Buy Direct from the
Farmer

Keep Montague
Growing!

New Vendors Welcome
Call 863-9026

UNTIL- JUNE 18TH

Botanic Garden of Smith College
Church  Exhibition
Northampton. www.smith.edu/gar-

Gallery,

den/exhibits/upcoming-exhibitions

Memorial Hall Theater

PUTHOLE PCTURES

May 19th & 20th
7:30 p.m. * King Kong

Classic version of Beauty & the Beast fale as
a film crew on a remote fropical island brings a
giant ape back to civilization. The beast falls in
love and wreaks havoc on New York Cify
Amazing special effects. 103 min. B&W.
Onginal version still the best!

Music before movie at 7pm, Friday:
Abdul Baki & Family - family ensemble,
Saturday: The Ambiguities - rock

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6, * TUES
& WEDS - Ongoing Music Project,
3-6 +*THURS - Drop-n, 3 - 6,
Movie Night, 6-8
*Free (except some trips) and gpen
o local teens.

Some require permission Sips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.

Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House
24 Thicd Street, Turners Falls, 01376.

Fine Wine
Open Wed-Sun at 4 pem.

FRIDAY 5/19, 9-11:
Keller Glass
No Cover

SATURDAY 5/20, 9-11:
Kevin Skorupa &
Richard Chase
No Cover

978-544-BREW

S57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendcll Country Storc

GREENFIFLD
CALDEN

CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas net
Showtimes for Fri, May 15th - Thurs, May 25th
Parents With Babies Show:
Wed, May 24th - Poseidon at 2:15

1. MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3
DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG13

MAT SAT- SUN, WED 1230 3:30

2. THE DAVINCI CODE PG 13

DAILY 630 9:30 DTS sound
MAT SAT- SUN, WED 12:30 3:30
3.RV. PG

DAILY 630 9:00

MAT SAT- SUN, WED 12:30 3:30

4, POSEIDON  PGI13

DAILY 7:00 9:20

MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15

5.THANK YOU FOR SMOKING
DAILY 9:20 R

MAT SAT, SUN.WED 3:15

6. OVER THE HEDGE PG
DAILY 6:45 9:00 DTS sound

SAT. SUN,WED 1200 2:15 4:30

7. FREE SPIRITS:BIRTH, LIFE,

LOSS OF ANEW AGE DREAM

DAILY 6:45 9:00

SAT, SUN, WED 12:00 2:15 430

CALL 863-8666

@@@//ﬁz Lefimer

uto Sales
AUDI « VW « VOLVO « BMW

Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles
Locally Owned for 27 Years

S35t criehida

_LAlautosales.

July 37

V=

Contacts:

Home: (413) 648-8959
Fax: (413) 863-0157
Email:CoachHas ings@aol.com

Summer Basketball Skill Clinic
At PVRS Northfield

Mon-Fri  09:00-3:00 Grades 3-6
July 17-21 Mon-Wed 09:00-3:00 Grades 7-10

The Edge Basketball Club

David Hastings;

Coach

Only
$125.00

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers

Carol's Beauty Nook

29 G Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376
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BY FRAN HEMOND
TURNERS FALLS - The fish
ladders are open. Right now, up
until June 18th, the fish ladders
at Tumers Falls and Holyoke
will be open to the public 9 - 5
p-m., Wednesday through
Sunday. We can watch the
anadromous shad, lamprey and
salmon return from the Atlantic
Ocean to propagate in the
streams where they started life.

At Tumners Falls, the fish
swim upward from pool to pool,
each a foot higher than its pre-
decessor. We see them as they
pass by an underwater window.
The entrance is off the Unity
Park parking lot behind town
hall. The Discovery Center as
well as the fish ladder site has
pamphlets that help you under-
stand the goings-on in the river.

The Holyoke fish ladder is
situated by the site of the old
South Hadley Falls bridge, just
south of the falls. It is an eleva-
tor type lift, perhaps designed
after a Western model.

My recollection of
the days before fish
ladders includes the
yearly efforts of the [EiEs

president of the
Holyoke Water
Power Company,

Robert E. Barrett, for
whom the fishway is
named, to assist some
of the anadromous
fish to maneuver the
falls. His ‘line gang,’
the men who main-
tained the electrical
distribution system
for his company, had
the added spring duty
of carrying fish (in
buckets, as I recall)
up over the falls. It was not a
popular operation with the
workmen, as my father, whose
job it was to oversee their
efforts each year, reported.
Barrett was a foresighted
man. In his operation to pro-
mote conservation he sent men
to the Columbia River on the

Beer & Wine
lce Cream
Coffee ¢ Tea

104 MAIN ST
GREENFIELD

Wireless High-Speed Internet now available!
Open Sun-Wed: 7a.m.-9p.m. # Thu-Sat: 7a.m.- | | p.m.

Soups
Salads
Sandwiches

413.774.2771

Bookkeeping for Smaill BUSIH.SS

* 413774 2436

. A Lni
Rough mmem‘ a;beﬂd, c_rﬁ?r - five days cf rai. I?%dnam’gv was the apening day ﬁv‘ visitors at
the Fish Ladder, but the viewing windows were empty. Warmer weather will bring a steady
increase in fish using the ladder: shad, sturgeon, lampreys, and the occasional salmon!

West Coast to take note of how
they assured their salmon access
to their spawning grounds.
Salmon and shad were once a
prime source of food and fertil-
izer to folks along the river. A
tremendous harvesting of fish in
a seine in the Haddam, CT sec-
tion of the river one evening in
the nineteen forties, shad glis-
tening in the moonlight, was an

unforgettable sight.

Shad are a bit ‘boney’, but a
prized delicacy, particularly
among those who treasure the
seasonal foods, perfect with the
May offerings of asparagus and
thubarb.

The great hope that salmon
would once again find the
Connecticut River  happy
spawning grounds is slow to

Bring Your Chlldren to the Fish Ladder

"/

materialize. Anadromous fish
spend their adult lives in the
ocean and via instinct return to
their fresh water place of origin
to lay eggs and produce young,
who repeat the cycle. With
access limited and pollution
rampant, the salmon cycle was
broken.

Our river, the Connecticut,
was abused by a century that
used it indiscriminately as a
source of water and power, as a
dump for its industrial and resi-
dential waste, with no concem
for swimmers, fish or people.
Clean up and ladder building
were expensive. If we bring our
children up appreciating and
protecting our resources of land
and water and air, and teach
them to think and use common
sense, the next generations will
not permit misuse that denies a
viable ecosystem. As adults they
will have the knowledge to
make balanced judgments about
our fragile home.

The fish ladders are a dra-
matic way to tell them some of
the river’s story.

Great Falls Middle School
Students Create a Fish Quest

GREAT FALLS - The 8th
grade science teacher intern,
Jessica Greene, and some of
her 8th grade students of Great
Falls Middle School have cre-
ated a quest, called the Turners
Falls Fish Quest. A quest is an
educational scavenger hunt
that commonly teaches visitors
about local environmental
issues or history. The Turners
Falls Fish Quest is taking place
in downtown Turners Falls
starting at the Great Falls
Discovery Center. The Quest
has been created to help peo-
ple learn about fish migration
in the Connecticut River.

The Fish Quest is available
for participants Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4

p-m. from May 19th through
May 31st; and then Wednesday
through Sunday from 10 am.
to 4 p.m., June Ist through
June 18th. To participate in the
quest, visitors will start at
GFDC to get a pamphlet with
the map and the first clue.
Visitors then will follow the
clues around town to learn
more about fish in the
Connecticut River.

The GFDC is located across
the street from the Shady Glen
Diner and the Town Hall at 2
Avenue A in Turners Falls.

The making of this quest has
been a semester-long commu-
nity service learning project.
Seven students of Great Falls
Middle School (Kayla Breor,

Megan Beauregard, Ashley
Sears. Amanda Carlisle, Tim
Belanger, Tyler Hobbs and
Elena Rushford) volunteered to
participate in this project.

Over the past couple of
months the students have made
a map of Turners Falls, thought
of a theme for the quest.
researched the topic of fish in
the Connecticut River, made
clues, made posters and pam-
phlets, asked for places to put
the clues and recorded the
process in journals.

The community service
learning project has been part
of Greene’s masters program,
“Bridges to the Future” at
UMass Amherst.

ATTENTION HOME OWNERS

Consolidate Now - Pay off your adjustable

L misaeesaens

Windy Hollow

mortgage, credit cards, installment loans and replace
them with ONE [ OW FIXED MONTHLY PAYMENT.

Call 1-413-773-8984
Tim Prevost Loan Officer

NATiIoNAL €CITY MORTGAGE

Only homeowners are eligible. All loans are

S subject to credit approval & property review.
LENDER Programs subject to change without notice.

Veterinary Clinic

Amy Plavin, D.V.M.
¥ Route 47 » Montague Center

413-367-0062
www.windyhollowvet.com

Small Animal Medicine * Surgery * Dentistry

Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture
Providing a holistic approach fo velerinary care for your pet
in a elient friendly atmosphere.

Full service market
Local Produce in Season

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine

Greenfield, MA

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105

Rear ESTATE

BENCHMARK

&ERAT"T

YETTER Business CENTER
525 Bemardston Road
Greenfield, MA 01301

(413) 774-1221
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com

Bernie Monkiewicz
Realtor

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored

Fretted {nstrument Workshop

® bj HEATING-COOLING -PLUMBING | [ &
T TR v

49 So. Pleasant 5t., Amherst, Mass. 01002 if ;

" Annual

® Weating

System
Cleaning

Plumbing
Repairs

SINCE 1984

LICENSEHD
i TECH-
NIGIANS

#M10588 (MA)

1-800-327-9992
413-648-9912

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston
www.countryoil.com






