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Pun~ Girl i?J Neesa Bib!Jk 

BY JOHN FURBISH 
TURNERS FALLS - River 
Culture is so alive and happening 
in downtown Turners Falls it can 
occur spontaneously, without 
months of elaborate planning 
and preparation. 

An instance in point is the 
Beyond Portfolio photo show at 
the Rendezvous, which is a sim­
ple case of"l + 1 = 21 ". 

The first one in this equation 
is Jamie Berger, co-owner of the 
Voo in charge of ente1tainment. 
Thinking the Voo's recent touch 
ups offered a tabula rasa, an 
opportunity for further embell­
ishments, Berger approached 

~ 

Christine Kennedy, 
fiancee of one of the 
cooks and a student at 
the Hallmark Institute 
of Photography. 

So, Kelliledy is the 
second one in the 
equation, and the one 
who approached a cir­
cle of her fellow 
Hallmark students to 
add their ideas togeth­
er and see what might 
develop. 

It's a not too hidden 
asset of the downtown 
cultural scene that 
Tumers boasts one of 
the nation's premiere 
commercial photogra­
phy training institutes. 
Some say Turners is 
the most pho­

tographed village in the land. But 
these young photographers cover 
more ground than the familiar 
environs of Power Town, and 
they do so with consummate 
finesse and skill. 

Seven soon-to-graduate 
Hallmark students decided to put 
together a group show at the 
Rendezvous, 78 3rd Street, 
showing three photographs each, 
which equates to 21 images well 
worth your time to drop by for a 
gander. 

The 21 photos are profession­
ally printed and elegantly framed 

see PHOTO pg 9 

Brown and Oak.es in Bonning for 
G-M Sehool f;ommittee Seat 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL-MONTAGUE - There is 
one race in the offing for a tlll'ee­
year seat on the Gill-Montague 
regional school committee in tl1e 
election on Monday, May l 7tl1. 
Jane Oakes, a retired Gill 
Montague teacher, is challenging 
the incumbent, fonner Gill 
finance committee chair Sandy 
Brown, for a tl1ree year seat on 
the school committee. 

Polls are open in Montague 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. In 
Montague, voting takes place at 
precinct polling stations, includ­
ing the Montague Center fire sta­
tion for Precinct 1, the fonner 
Highland School in Millers Falls 
for Precinct 2, the Hillcrest 
School for Precincts 3 and 4, tl1e 
Gill-Montague senior center for 
Precinct 5, and the community 
room at the new police station on 
Turnpike Road for Precinct 6. 

Sant!J Brown 

In Gill, the polls are open 
from noon to 8 p.m. on May 
l 7tl1. Voting takes place at the 
fire station. 

Voters in Gill and Montague 
are able to cast ballots for school 
committee candidates from 
either town. 

We posed a number of ques­
tions to the candidates, to better 
info1m voters of their positions 
on the issues. Here are their 
responses: 

What would you do over the 
ne,Xt three years to provide e,xcel­
lence in education/or students at 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District, and to ensure the 
school budget is affordable to the 
member towns? 

Sandy Brown: "I would con­
tinue what has been sta1ted over 
tl1e past three years. We were one 
of the first districts to join the 
state healtl1 insurance group. We 
have been actively involved in 
collaborating with other districts. 
We have adopted a detailed 
budget approach and accepted 
the new superintendent's strate­
gic vision for the district. We 
have accepted a $200,000 grant 
over tlll'ee years to increase tl1e 
number of advanced placement 
courses and the number of stu­
dents taking AP courses. We are 
developing a long term plan for 
fiscal stability tl1at meets educa-

Z)evttb 
BYDAVIDDETMOLD­
"Tm11ers Falls is exciting 
now," with its broad boule­
vards and burgeoning aits 
scene, photographer 
Greg01y Heisler, aitist-in­
residence at Hallmai·k 
Institute of Photography 
told a bus tour of 55 real 
estate developers visiting 
Franklin County from the 
Boston area on Wednesday 
morning. 

tional goals and is affordable to 
the towns. I would like to contin­
ue to strive for excellence in all 
areas." 

Jane Oakes: "I think in te1ms 
of providing all students witl1 an 
excellent education, tl1e district 
at present is attempting to be 
really responsive to the changing 
needs of the population. I think 
that is critical with such an 
emphasis these days on school 
choice. Even more time and 

Jane Oakes 
energy should be spent on pro­
viding the kinds of opportunities 
that the new grant on advanced 
placement courses at the high 
school will provide. The school 
district and tl1e teachers associa­
tion are approaching that oppor­
tunity in such a manner that it 
will really benefit the students. 

"It's impo1tant to show the 

see RUNNING pg 11 

Franklin Counry Chamber president Ann Hamilton (front) 
gives a pep talk to Boston area real estate developers visiting the 

Gallery at Hallmark in Turners Falls on Wednesdcry. 
Engineers from Mass DoT and SPS New England project manager Mark Pelletier (facing 

Heisler, a Mai1hattanite 
whose website shows him 
photographing Bill Gates 
and Bono with their aims 
ai·ound tl1e globe, knows 
from exciting. He said he 
bought a com1tiy house in 
Catskill, NY when homes 
there were going for 
"$30,000 to $50,000." A 
few years later, "the saine 
homes were selling for ten 
times that amom1t," the 
dapper po1traitist related. 

will be a little late to be Discove1y Center down the 
staiting stuff in Tm11ers," canalside ti·ail, to get a 
warned Heisler, who is now close look at the 
looking to purchase a place Sti·athmore Mill in all its 
in tl1e Tmners area for a mstic glo1y. Or msted 
second, or perhaps a tl1ird, glory. They ti·ouped up 5th 
home. Sti·eet to see firsthai1d the 

camera second from right) meet with Southworth emplqyees on Mery 6th to discuss traffic control 
BY JOSEPH A. ect manager Mark Pelletier Greenfield. 
PARZYCH met to solve the tiuck When the Gill-
TURNERS FALLS - entering problem presented Montague Bridge becomes 
Engineers from the by anticipated increased one-way into Tmners, traf­
Massachusetts Depaitment traffic passing by the fie over the White Bridge 
of Trai1spo1tation (DoT), Soutl1w01th paper Inill dur- by Southworth Compai1y 
an installer from No1thup ing the upcoming years of will increase substantially. 
Electric, Southwo1th traffic detoured over tl1e 
employees, and SPS proj- White Bridge to see DRIVERS pg 13 "Ten years from now, it 

After viewing the sights success of Tmners' com­
of downtown Orange, the mercial homesteading pro­
developers took a guided 
tour of Tmners from the see TOUR pg 14 



2 

PET OF THE WEEK 
Manx Mix 

Oreo Delgado 
My name is Oreo Delgado and 

I am a one-year-old male Manx 
mix cat looking for a good home. 
Don't gobble me up! I'm not that 
kind of Oreo! However, I am 
black and white and sweet all 
over! I get along with all people, 
so I'm sure you and I will get 
along great. Do you like kids? Me 
too! My previous family had a lot 
of kids, and they were so fun to 
play with! I need a nice home 
where I can romp and play and 
hang out. Please come meet me 
and find out if your family is the 
right one for me. I'm sweet just 
like a cookie! Just tiy to resist 
me! For more infoimation on 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or via 
email: info@dpvhs.org. 

on ,•fre1111e A for Ol'er 10 years 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Ope, Mon-Thurs 10arn-10pm 
Fri &Sat 10am-11pm • SonNoon-7pm 

59 An•nue A• Turnei-s Falls 
863-9900 

Writers Wanted 
The Montague Reporter 

is seeking to hire 
committed reporters 

to cover local 
school committee and 
selectboard meetings. 

If you aren't committed yet, 
we can get you committed. 

For details call 
(413) 863-8666. 

'Qt;be jftilontague 
3lleporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tiiis newspaper shall not be liable 
for e!l'ors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

en-or occun-ed. TI1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse advertis­
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or grapliics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Web Presence Workshop, Bike Clinic for Teens 

The How Tos of Setting Up a 
Web Presence For Your 
Business or Organization 
Cheaply, Reliably, Effectively is 
the name of a workshop sched­
uled for Tuesday, May 18th, 7 to 
8 p.m. This free, hour-long 
workshop, given by Robert 
Heller, owner of Deepwoods 
Software, will cover the basic 
things one needs to do to get a 
website up for their business or 
organization. Topics covered 
include: What a website can do 
for an organization; what a 
domain name is and how to reg­
ister it; how to intelligently shop 
for a web hosting service; and 
low-cost options for building a 
good-looking and smoothly 
working website. No pre-regis­
ti·ation required. 

For more information go to 

www.wendellfreelibrary.org or 
call (978) 544-3559. 

The library's Sci/Fi-Hoirnr 
Movie Night film is Carrie, 
Saturday, May 15th at 7:30 p.m. 

"If you are going to take 
Caffie to the prom ... make sure 
you treat her right." Rated R. 
People under 17 must provide 
permission from a parent or 
guardian. Admission is free. 

Spring Bike Clinic for Teens 
and Tweens scheduled for 
Stmday, May 16th, from 3:30 to 
5:30 pm. 

Teens learn to get your bike 
road-ready as Eli Chastic teach­
es you how to clean and grease 
your chain, fix a flat tire, and 
adjust brakes. Adults welcome 
but teen bikes and questions will 
take priority. The library opens 
at 2 pm. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Crabapple Blossom, Cinco de Mayo Festivities 

TURNERS FALLS- Some of the children danced at the Crabapple 
Blossom Festival Fainily Concert with 3Potato4 on Saturday, May 
8th. The conceit was going to be held in Peskeompskut Park, but 
due to the rain, it was relocated to the Carnegie Library. The conceit 
was sponsored by the Montague Cultural Council, which is suppoit­
ed by the Massachusetts Cultural Cotmcil, a state agency. 

/ 
TURNERS FALLS - Atticus of Turners Falls and Joah and Noah 
of Greenfield assisted Laurie Davidson and Tom Carroll of 
Montague Center with puppets during the bilingual conceit in 
Peskempskut Park during the Cinco de Mayo Festival. Arotmd 
eighty people attended the festival, which was sponsored by the 
Montague Public Libraries and the CFCE. 
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FIIII & PWIIII 

Ultimate Frisbee took over the pU!Jingjield at the Leverett Elementary School 
on Tuesdqy evening under clear skies 

Women's Resource Center Offering 
Two Ongoing Groups 

The Greenfield Women's or email 
Resource Center is a safe, wel- lnonvood@wmtctinfo.org. 
coining space for women to The other group is a Walking 
come together to heal them- Group that meets for an hour 
selves, empower each other and Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
build community. We offer four and Fridays. We carpool to a des­
days of open hours and women tination for a low stress walk. If 
are invited to have a cup of tea or you have questions please con­
coffee, read, use the computer, tact Donna Covino at (413) 775-
browse our resource literature, 0010. 
explore your aitistic self with a 
wide range of available ait sup­
plies, just sit quietly, etc. 

We have two open and ongo­
ing peer suppoit groups avail­
able: Women~ Relationship to 
Nourishment and Body Image 
Group that gathers on 
Wednesdays from 1 to 2:30 pm. 
at the Women's Resource Center 
at 278 Federal Street in 
Greenfield. This program is free. 
For more information please call 
Lorena at (413) 774-4307, ext. 1 

Eighth Annual Health 
and Wellness Fair 
Sponsored by Green River 
House and Quabbin House 

at the Energy Park at the end 
of Miles Street in Greenfield. 

Wedll'ilesday p Mtaiy ft 9th 
jl(0):00 a.ll'iTil. Ito 2:00 p.ll'iTil. 
Come join us. Enjoy music, 

food, fun and friends. 

LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 

Local Poets to Read 
Join us on Tuesday, May 18th, H'Clpptj Sweet 

at 7 p.m., for a poetiy reading with S t,x.teeV\, 
local poets Ma1y Delabmere and 
Luke Henshaw. After a summer Katte 'PClrzLACVl 
break, the monthly poetiy readings U 
will resume in September. Let us Love <::;rall\,0lt:wl, 
know if you are interested in read- .J .J 

ing from your poems. •-r==---Dt:lv\ t:lll\,c,,i Joe~~ 
Leverett Libraiy, 75 Montague·-· 

Road, (413) 548-9220. 
Directions available 

wwiv. leverettlibrary.org. 
at-----------

Great Falls Middle School 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Mav 11th to 21st 
Students Of the week 

Grade 6 
Richard Whiteman 

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Sti·eet, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
seived Tuesday through Friday 
at Noon. Meal reseivations must 
be made a day in advance by 
11 :00 am. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Meal site manager 
is Becky Cobb. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta 
Potter. For infoimation or to 
make meal reservations, call 
(413) 863-9357. Call the senior 
center for infoimation on any 
programs. 

Sign up now for the Jtme 23rd 
Pickety Place & Clydesdales 
Trip. 

Monday, May 17th 
SENIOR CENTER CLOSED 
Town Election 
Tuesday, May 18th 
9:00 am. Walking Group 

10:30 a.m. Yoga 
1:00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, May 19th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, May 20th 
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
1:00 p.m. Pitch 
Fliday, May 21st 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
NO LUNCH SERVED TODAY 
(this Friday only) 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and reseivations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3308. 
Ltmch is daily at 11:30 a.m., 
with reseivations 24 hours in 
advance. Transportation can be 

provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. 

Monday, May 17th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, May 18th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
10: 15 am. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, May 19th 
8:45 a.m Line Dancing 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, May 20th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Ft·iday, May 21st 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming programs. Call the 
Center if you need a ride. 

Allison Cooke 
Grade 7 
Kyle Jaivis 
Grade 8 

Tyler Richardson 

BRFAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
Oflll Y SPECiflLS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

Soups & Prns 
sunoAV BREAHfAST 7 - c 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 



May 13, 2010 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 3 

ONE MORE LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Planets Vandalized 

local Briefs 

opened for the spring season on 
the comer of Avenue A and 
Second Street in Turners Falls, 
right by the faimers market. The 
a1t gallery will be open on 
Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 1 p.m. until 6 
pm. 

During a bike ride on the lovely 
trail in Turners this week, I was sur­
prised to find signs along the way 
with information about the planets. 

and their students on the project and 
was dismayed when they told me the 
signs have been vandalized on a 
daily basis. In fact, the reason they 
were out on the path at the end of the 
school day was to put back any signs 
that had been torn from the ground, a 
practice they have had to undertake 
daily. Stakes have been taken from 
the ground and on this particular day, 
the entire sign for Saturn was miss­
ing. 

COMPILED BY 
DON CLEGG - Buy, sell, or 
swap vegetable and flower plants 
and locally grown products at the 
Second Annual Backyard 
Gardeners Fair in Montague 
Center on Saturday, May 15th, 
from 10 am. until 1 p.m. Baked 
goods for sale, music jam, baby 
goats and garden talk on the 
Montague Grange lawn. Call: 
(413) 367-9747 for more info. 

Each spring, New Englanders 
have the opportunity to view the 
return of the American shad. The 
unde1water viewing windows at 
the Turners Falls Fishway facil­
ity at Unity Park will open 
Saturday, May 15th and close 
Sunday, June 20th, Wednesday 
through Sundays from 9 a.m. 

CORRECTIONS 

Erving Senior Center 
A late night article (MR VI II #31: Erving 

will Build New $2.4 Million Senior Center) 
about the results of the Wednesday night 
town meeting vote in Erving on May 5th, 
during which the new senior center was 
approved, contained two errors. 

The vote in favor of the new senior cen­
ter was not 135 - 31, as reported. The vote 
was 104 in favor, 31 opposed, out of 135 
votes cast. We apologize for that factual 
error. 

Also, a mistake during final layout 
caused a few words to be chopped off from 
a sentence explaining the majority view of 
the finance committee on the new senior 
center. The complete sentence should 
have stated, "Speaking for the majority of 
the finance committee, which opposed 
spending a combination of $1.25 million 
from free cash, $500,000 from taxation, 
and $650,000 transferred from unspent 

until 5 p.m. 
Celebrate the Civilian 

Conservation Corps day at 
Wendell State forest on Saturday, 
May 22nd, from 10 til 3. This 
Depression-era work initiative 
built many of our state forests 
and parks during the 1930s. 
Wendell State Forest is located at 
392 Montague Road in Wendell. 

The Great Falls Discovery 
Center on Avenue A in Turners 
Falls is now operating on sum­
mers hours from 10 am. to 4 
p.m., seven days a week. Go to 
www.greatfallsma.org for 
upcoming events, and say 'Hey 
there!' to the newest inte1preter, 
Janel Nockleby. 

The Deerfield Valley A11s 
Association Gallery 38 has 

funds from other projects to build the new 
senior center, Dan Hammock said, We just 
don't think the taxpayers of Erving should 
spend $2.4 million on il'" 

Gill Selectboard Race 
In the article dealing with the two candi­

dates' views (MR Vlll #7: Questions for the 
Candidates for Gill Selectboard}, Randy 
Crochier's name was inadvertently omitted 
in front of his reply to a question about the 
Gill operating budget. We apologize for the 
resulting confusion over who said what. 

The complete back and forth between 
Randy Crochier and Nancy Griswold on the 
budget question is reprinted below, with Mr. 
Crochier's name appearing where it should 
have the first time around 

INhat concrete steps should the town 
take to either cut expenses or raise new 
revenue? 

Nancy Griswold: "Cutting expenses - I 
believe we're truly at very bare bones. All of 
our departments are running on the mini­
mum. I don't think it's sustainable over the 
long run. 

"We need to be creative. Boston does-

On Saturday, May 22nd, the 
Rendezvous, 78 3rd Street in 
Turners, will host a benefit con­
ceit, produced by Power Town 
Music, to suppo1t the Round 
Here Cafe to recover costs lost 
during a recent dispute with the 
Western Massachusetts Electric 
Company over a past due bill. 

The Avenue A coffee shop and 
cafe recently lost invento1y and 
business during a 10-day shut 
down after WMECO demanded 
payment of the entire back due 
amount, calculated at nearly 
$4,000, after not reading the 
cafe's meter for seven months. 

D' Angelo Nieves and Friends 
will pe1fonn, along with Goddess 
Rock goddess Kelliana. 

Send brief items to reporter­
local@;nontaguema.net 

n't seem to be coming up with anything 
new. Adjusting Proposition 2½ just puts the 
onus on the taxpayers, and we have a lot of 
senior citizens in Gill. 

"We're in a Catch-22 situation. I don't 
want to lose any more services. We're 
going to have to buckle down and see how 
to make the right decisions.• 

Randy Crochier: "I'd have to look at the 
budget line by line, and talk with depart­
ment heads. I'm not sure there is a lot left 
to cul On the other hand, I'm not sure there 
is a lot of new revenue available for us to 
tap into. We can't keep increasing fees on 
local residents; they have a limited amount 
of money. You may have to make some dif­
ficult cuts. But if you need to cut, you have 
to be ready to make that decision.• 

Deja Brew Still in Wendell 
Finally, two weeks in a row, in the Arts 

and Entertainment section, the Deja Brew 
pub was inaccurately listed as being locat­
ed in Millers Falls. Now undergoing an 
expansion, but open for business as usual, 
the Deja Brew pub is still located in the 
heart of beautiful downtown Wendell. 

"What a cool project," I thought, 
wondering which of the local schools 
was responsible for this piece of pub­
lic science benefitting the whole com­
munity. Reading "Local Briefs" in the 
Montague Reporter later in the week, 
I learned the project was the work of 
the students of the Four Winds 
School in Gill, and that their solar 
system model was even to scale. 

Today I ran into Steve and Eloise, 
director and teacher of the Four 

How disappointing for the stu­
dents of the Four Winds School and 
frustrating for their teachers' What a 
shame that something so valuable 
given to our community has been 
treated so poorly' 

Winds School, on the trail around _ 
Unity Park. I complemented them 

- Joanna Frankel, 

Riverside, Gill 

Continuing the Move Fo1ward 

Please Re-Elect Sandy Brown 

Gill Representative on the School Committee 

My Agenda For Education in the 21st Centwy: 
• Educational excellence 
• Fiscal sustainability 
• Suppo1i for our new Superintendent 
• A dialogue among our legislators, towns and 

disti·ict 
• County-wide collaboration 
• Balanced funding for the aiis, sciences and 

humanities 
• An active program for volunteers 
• Attention to environmental issues 

Montague and Gill Residents, 
Please Vote Monday, May 17th 

Thank you to the following Town officials for their endorsements: 
Ann Banash, John Ward, Patricia Pruitt, Pat Allen, John Hanold 

and Mike Naughton. 

Paid Politic.al Adnrtisement 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

BASICALLY BICYCLES ~ 
'-_, 

New England's 
Recumbent 

Headquarters 

413-863-3556 
118 Tl,i,·d Sll'('f(, 

1i11·11rrs I'~//;, MA 01376 

HP Velotec/111ik 
Ci11rikc • S11n • Rans 

Order online at 1111vw.BasicallyBicycles.com 

~aissance lil:nders 
~alitp, friftsmanship, ©rginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 I] 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MAO 1360 

Office: 413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498·0208 

BarbaraA.Edson-Greenwald HomePhone:413-863-9166 
ABR. CRS, e-PRO, GRl, SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413·863-0218 
REALTOR' Email ~son1@comcast.net 

~ ~OCUH J4tNU-taJte 
THE (HIJRCH §JREEI HONE 

24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A retirement home for independent senior 

women of Franblin County since 1942. 

f-amily-style meals, beautiful surroundings, 
and tl,e security of a lrnstcss on duty at all ti mos. 

Visitors always welcome! 
(413) 773-7252 

,., ............. ., 
..... -······· .. •·· ... •• ..... A. sumptuo~~····•• .................... . 

,,--···· allay of silk, heirloom whites, velveteen, ··--, .. 
{ rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. i 
··! Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & scarves. v' 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
125 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05501 1• 

. www.delectablemountc:iln.com ·1 
\-.. please visit our website or the store for even more _,./ 

··········• ............... ~~.~~) 257-4.~~~ .................... •·· 
.•, .............. ~ 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

10~ Brian R. San Soucie 
~- Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
28 Montague su,.,e1 

Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

-Pipion!f.!_ffSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Baseball & Softball Supplies 
• Fishing & Hunting Licences 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Anancial Partner 

BestLocalBank.com 
Reach All locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

~ = MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 
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Mother Lode of Media 
BY MICHAEL MULLER 
MONTAGUE - One thousand 
years ago, European civiliza­
tion had only recently begun 
using the rota1y grindstone. We 
still weren't using hops to brew 
beer, hadn't yet thought of 
hitching horses in tandem to a 
wagon, dug an a1tesian well, 
constmcted a windmill, invent­
ed spectacles or tlte all-impor­
tant rat trap. 

It would be another 400 
years before any news was 
repo1ted in print, and then only 
sporadically. One of the first 
known news pamphlets was 
printed in Germany in the 
1400s about the atrocities 
against Germans in 
Transylvania perpetrated by a 
sadistic warlord named Vlad 
Tsepes Drakul, the likely 
source of Count Dracula of 
later folklore. 

Back before the printing 
press, how would you tell your 
community about the evening 
of quiet chamber music you 
have planned at your pub? And 
witlt all those rats and warlords 
mnning loose, who would have 
time to read it? 

Well, times are different in 
2010. Even our little towns 
have our own weekly newspa­
per, TV station and community 
websites. And soon, possibly a 
radio station too. 

Yes folks, if you have news 
to share, or an event to 
annotmce such as an upcoming 
conceit or play, you have a 
plethora of places to post your 
plans. 

First and foremost, we have 
tlte very paper you hold in your 
hands. The Montague Reporter 
is now in its eighth year, going 
strong, and available in 
Montague, Leverett, Erving, 
Gill and Wendell. You can send 
in press releases and articles 
about almost anything and 
tltey'll print it if they have 
space. Advertising rates are 
quite reasonable, and 2,600 
readers pick it up each week. 
Call the friendly staff at 863-
8666 with leads, or email tltem 
at reporter@montaguema.net. 
Show tltem your support. They 
do it all for you. 

Secondly, we have some 
wonderful community web­
sites. You can post events for 

free in tlte calendar and on tlte 
corkboard and be guaranteed to 
reach a wide audience, botlt 
from people who visit tlte web­
site and tltose who subscribe to 
it. And even if you already have 
your own website, having your 
event listed in multiple places 
increases your Google rankings 
as well as the number of places 
people will find out about it. 
And a critical point: if your 
website sports only an image of 
your beautiful calendar flyer, it 
is essentially invisible to all 
search engines, as tltey cannot 
read text in image files. These 
commtmity websites are visited 
by over a thousand people a 
day, eve1y day, and it's free for 
you to post: MontagueMA.net, 
LeverettMA.net, and Wendell's 
W-Folk list. They're there for 
you. 

Lastly, but by no means 
leastly, is our ve1y own public 
access TV station, Channel 17, 
MCTV, available in Montague, 
Gill and Ervingside. They have 
cameras. They have editing sta­
tions. They have training. They 
provide it all for free. And tltey 
enthusiastically accept content 
handed to tltem on DVD or 
tape. How simple would it be to 
take your own camera, put it on 
the kitchen cotmter, sit down in 
your cozy chair, and read off 
your events or news. Edit it if 
you like, but by all means hand 
it in. They'll play it, free for all! 
At least 3,500 cable subscribers 
in Montague flip by or watch 
MCTV on a regular basis. You 
can call the station at 863-9200 
or stop by 34 2nd Street in 
Tumers Falls to find out more 
about the station. Or email 
psa@MontagueTVorg. 

And what about radio? 
There is a small group of peo­
ple slowly but steadily working 
on a low-power FM radio 
license for Montague and sur­
rounding air waves. We should 
know within the next month or 
so whether we can make this 
long held dream a reality. How 
great would that be? Local 
radio! Just think of it. What 
would you do with a local radio 
station? 

Who would have tltought 
that our little hamlets had so 
many media outlets? 

And so few rats. 

~--------s1,;w.-a;r-------, 
D $20 for 26 issues (local) 
D $25 out-of-area subscribers 
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Another important cellphone conversation: 

"The moon! 
The moon!" 
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"And then the cow jumped over what?" 
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LETTERS 10(1THE EDITOR 

Re-elect Sandy Brown 
I am writing to urge the voters of 

Gill and Montague to return Sandy 
Brown to the school committee on 
May 17th. Sandy has been a strong 
advocate for educational excellence 
for all students and has been able to 
balance the need for that quality 
education with the need for fiscal 
stability. 

Over the next three years I 
believe there will be some major and 
difficult decisions that will need to be 

made - our towns continue to strug­
gle with fiscal issues and the con­
straints of Proposition 2 1/:, the dis­
trict is facing the probability of contin­
ued state oversight and less money, 
and the state continues to advocate 
for more regional collaboration and 
possible consolidation. I believe we 
need innovative thinking. We need 
someone who questions the status 
quo, someone who understands the 
fiscal realities of both the school dis-

trict and the towns, and who also 
believes that all our students 
deserve an excellent well-rounded 
educational experience. I believe we 
need Sandy Brown on the Gill­
Montague school committee, and 
ask that you join me and vote for her 
on May 17h. 

-Ann Banash 
Gill 

Bourbeau for Town Clerk 
Montague's town election is 

Monday, May 17th, and I am sup­
porting Deb Bourbeau for town clerl<. 
Deb has worked in the Montague 
town hall for the past 14 years. She 
has served six years in the tax col­
lector's office and eight years in the 
derk's office; four years as the assis­
tant derk, and four as town clerk. 
While in the derk's office, she has 
overseen several town, state and 
national elections, always in an 
organized and professional manner. 

Deb is also a graduate of the presti­
gious New England Municipal and 
Clerk's Institute & Academy, a three­
year training program making her eli­
gible for certification. 

Deb not only possesses the 
knowledge and experience neces­
sary for this position but, equally 
important, she possesses the per­
sonal qualmcations. Deb is highly 
respected and trusted by many as a 
person of integrity. She loves her job 
and is always friendly and willing to 

go the extra mile to answer ques­
tions and offer support. 

There is no question that Deb is 
the most qualified individual, both 
personally and professionally, for the 
position of town derk. 

Please join me in casting your 
vote for Deb Bourbeau for town derk 
on Monday, May 17th. 

- Mary Kociela 
Montague 

Backs Phillips and Oakes 
I would urge voters in Gill and 

Montague to join me in supporting 
Jane Oakes and Joyce Phillips as 
candidates for the Gill-Montague 
School Committee. 

I have personally known Jane 
(Petrin) Oakes and her family grow­
ing up as a child in Montague City. 
Jane is and was a solid, well-liked 
and respected student, neighbor, 
and a much treasured teacher 
(retired) in the Gill-Montague School 
system. Having the opportunity over 
the years to vis~ in her classroom, it 
was consistenfly apparent her class­
room children were engaged and 
creative in their activities and atten­
tiveness. 

I believe that Jane Oakes will 
continue to carry that care and con­
cern for all children in the Gill 
Montague public school system. 

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 
fflontague l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema-net 

Jane has the insight and education 
that allows her to make judgments 
that will be crucial in making fiscally 
sound decisions regarding the edu­
cational opportunities for our chil­
dren while working with financial 
restraints and affordability. Jane is a 
resident of Gill and is acutely aware 
of meeting the needs of the students 
in the GMRSD and the financial 
responsibilities to fellow residents in 
Gill and Montague. 

Joyce Phillips and I have served 
together on the Gill-Montague 
School committees both in the early 
'90s and at present. Joyce has 

always impressed me with her 
knowledge and ability to understand 
state mandates and requirements 
that drive public education. There is 
no one on the (GMRSD) board that 
has a better perception of the legal 
requirements that are needed in 
guiding the public education forums 
in our community and the state of 
Massachusetts. Joyce, through her 
work and comm~ment on the boards 
of the GMRSD School Committee 
and Gill Montague Education Fund, 
works tirelessly to enhance opportu­
n~ies to all children in the school dis­
trict. 

Joyce also is a resident in 
Montague and is keenly aware of the 
crucial balance needed between 
funding education and the financial 
limitation of the communities she 
serves. 

Through conversations with both 
candidates, they believe that our tax 
dollars fund public education for all 
the children in the GMRSD and do 
not support sending funds out to 
charter schools. I ask you to join me 
in supporting these two strong candi­
dates for fiscal and educational 
progress and responsibility. 

- Douglas Brown 
Turners Falls 
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MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Vote Brown for Fiscal Responsibility, Educational Opportunity 
On May 17th, the towns of 

Montague and Gill will be holding 
town elections. Candidates for the 
Gill-Montage school committee will 
appear on the ballot in both towns. 

I am asking the voters of both 
towns to consider re-electing Mrs. 
Sandy Brown to represent the town 
of Gill on the Gill-Montague school 
committee. 

Sandy Brown has dedicated 

many hours on behalf of the taxpay­
ers in both towns in attempting to 
develop fiscal stability for the school 
district, affordable to the member 
towns. She has been a leader in pro­
moting dialogue wrth our legislators, 
and in bridging the gap that has 
existed between the towns and the 
school committee. 

In my discussions with Mrs. 
Brown she has indicated her primary 

concern is to enable every student to 
fully develop his or her talents. It is 
my opinion that with her past experi­
ence on the comm~ee, her concern 
for fiscal responsibility, her educa­
tional background, and dedication, 
she is the best qualified candidate 
for the position. I urge you to consid­
er her when voting. 

-Art Gilmore 
Millers Falls 

Montague Voters Make Your Ballots Buzz 
B's have it on May 17th : Bourbeau, Boutwell and Brown 

Vote for Deb Bourbeau for 
Montague town clerk. Continue Ms. 
Bourbeau's excellent service to our 
town. Knowledge, efficiency, friendli­
ness, and extraordinary public serv­
ice are among her merits. 

Vote for Chris Boutwell for select­
board. Mr. Boutwell is knowledge­
able about the many issues facing 
our town, and has some constructive 
ideas to grow the town in the right 
direction. A long-time Montague res-

iden~ he's proven his dedication to 
Montague by serving for more than 
fifteen years on town meeting and 
other boards. He has chaired the 
board of health, been a vital member 
of the veterans committee, and has 
also been chair of the Franklin 
County Solid Waste District. Put his 
experience to work for you on the 
selectboard. 

And vote for Sandy Brown for the 
GMRSD Committee. Sandy has 

Oakes for Educational Success 
We support and recommend 

Jane Oakes for the Gill-Montague 
school committee. 

Jane is now a retired Gill­
Montague teacher, where she was 
an outstanding and respected edu­
cator for 34 years. 

Jane understands the education­
al needs of our students and the 
spirit of our communities. 

Jane is a dedicated, positive per­
son who would help bring our 
schools forward for our students' 
educational success, with an under­
standing of the fiscal reality of our 
taxpayers. 

Please vote for Jane Oakes. 

- Barbara & Chuck Kuklewicz 
Turners Falls 

Support Sandy Brown for School Committee 
Please vote May 17th in Gill and 

Montague to re-elect Sandy Brown 
for school committee. 

Sandy's first term has demon­
strated her focus and persever­
ance: 

Sandy was on the negotiating 
team to transition district employ­
ees to the state insurance plan 
(GIC), saving the district hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in health 
benefit costs. 

Sandy proposed and succeed­
ed in passing a school committee 
goal for educational excellence 
enabling every student to achieve 
his or her full potential. 

Her economics background and 
experience with budgets and fiscal 
management provide the analytical 
skills required to rein in school 

spending and target critical goals: 
educational excellence and attract­
ing students into district schools. 

Sandy's independence from 
past or current financial ties to dis­
trict schools gives her the objectiv­
ity to challenge the status quo. 

Sandy is a supporter of the 
Equity in Funding the 
Massachusetts Frameworks policy, 
which requires equitable funding of 
all the academic frameworks in all 
the schools. 

Sandy is an advocate for well­
rounded education, holding the 
visual and performing arts and 
music on an equal plane with other 
academic subjects, as required by 
the Massachusetts Frameworks. 

-Sally Shaw 
Gill 

been impressive in her one term on 
the school committee as an 
extremely intelligent, hard working 
and diligent member. She's not been 
afraid to make tough decisions and 
has worked for both the schools and 
the town. She should be reelected to 
continue the constructive work she 
began three years ago. Vote for sta­
bility; vote for Sandy Brown. 

- Patricia Pruitt 
Turners Falls 

Oakes has 
Experience, 
Dedication 

I am urging all Gill and 
Montague voters to make their 
voices heard on Monday, May 
17th, by voting for Jane Oakes for 
school committee. 

For over 34 years, Jane has 
demonstrated excellent overall 
teaching skills at Hillcrest School 
in Turners Falls. Retiring in 2008, 
Jane has an honest and deep 
interest in children, and has devel­
oped strong relationships with stu­
dents, parents and staff. She has 
taken every opportunity to be 
involved in the educational 
process, understands curriculum 
and individual learning needs. 

During her career, Jane was 
named Teacher of the Year. She 
served on curriculum and staff 
development committees, negotia­
tions, PTO, and the school 
improvement council. 

As a veteran, seasoned 
teacher, her overall experience, 
education, and dedication make 
her my choice for school commit­
tee. 

- Susan Colgan 
Gill 
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GUEST EDITORIAL Looking Back 
on Long Plain Road 

BY LL.AN STARKWEATHER 
LEVERETT-Route 63, or rather Long 
Plain Road, has fascinated me for~ 
reflection of the town since I built my 
home, Edgehouse, at the intersec­
tion of Long Hill Road in 1966. Since 
then, I estimate I have travelled up 
and down Long Plain Road 24,000 
times, always passing through a nar­
row pass between Leverett bedrock 
that long ago halted the Continental 
glacier, and the waterway of Long 
Plain Brook, where a bridge over the 
railroad has been being rebuilt this 
last year. 

This one-lane traffic control has 
given many pause to observe the 
importance of this ancient thermopy­
lae to the North, which before and 
after colonial settlement has been 
shared by all forms of travel and 
transport, for thousands of years. 

In 1966, before 1-91, Route 63 
was a major three-lane truck route 
up the east side of the Connecticut 
River, with a solid center line switch­
ing sides as rt went (providing good 
width for bike travel today). 

Thousands commute daily over 
this passage from Montague and 
Greenfield to Amherst and Hadley. 
From earlier times, on the geodetic 
maps the contours of the original 
corduroy road edging the water are 

Oakes for School 
Committee 

Gill and Montague voters, I 
would like to ask you to vote for 
Jane Oakes for the Gill-Montague 
school committee. I have known 
Mrs. Oakes for six years and have 
the utmost respect for her knowl­
edge and understanding of educa­
tion. She taught in our community 
for 34 years. She was born and 
raised in Montague. When she mar­
ried, she moved to Gill. 

I have worked with Jane Oakes 
on the PTO and seen her determi­
nation to provide an excellent edu­
cation to her students. I have seen 
how her students respond to her 
and how much they respect her. 

Mrs. Oakes is very fair and com­
passionate in her work with children 
and adults. We could not have a 
better representative for our com­
munity. I hope you will join me on 
May 17th to vote for Jane Oakes for 
Gill-Montague School Comm~ee. 

- Jane Foster 
Gill 

clear. That road had to find a way up 
the two and a half mile valley con­
fined between Mount Toby and 
Leverett bedrock. 

The glacier that laid down deep 
sand and tumbled gravel in the field 
where I live, behind Toby Dell, and at 
Roberta's horse farm, created sand 
locations all the way up to Millers 
Falls in a succession of peneplains. 

Of course, it also deposited the 
long plain delta of Leverett, which 
only rises 50 feet up that two and a 
half mile bedrock cleft to Cranbeny 
Pond. The giant aquifer reaches into 
Sunderland, wrth deep sand sec­
tioned at Warner's on Route 116, 
where the outflow can be seen in the 
sand pattern from the time when the 
settling accumulation had been at 
the edge of an enormous delta. 

The giant aquifer of Montague 
Plain is also a sand peneplain from 
the Continental Glacier, and sup­
ports the largest prtch pine forest 
west of the Cape. 

For thousands of years the only 
way from one end of the Long Plain 
to the other was along a narrow strip 
at the water's edge just above the 
crossing, where traffic now waits 
patiently for the one lane light. The 
first title recorded in what became 
Leverett, just south of this narrow 
passage, was in 1727 for a lot of ten 
acres to Samuel Montague, 
described as "laying on Fishpond 
Rocks, lying on ye east side of ye 
ash swamp at ye north end of Juggle 
Meadow, bounded at ye northwest 
comer on a witch hazel staddle .. ." 

Carlyle Field said Long Plain 
Road before 1938 was not plowed in 
winter. Before the new road, the 
Fields took milk along the water's 
edge and across the track to the 
Leverett depot on Depot Road by 
sleigh. 

In 1867, the railroad had to fill half 
a mile of bed for the track that now 
carries Amtrak up the middle of the 
beaver-augmented Long Plain Brook 
pond, over two islands, bisecting a 
9~foot-long prehistoric rock struc­
ture in order to get through this nar­
row water-dominated passage. 

In 1938, road builders carved 
and sliced into the bedrock all along 
this route, traversing Leverett's 
steep bedrock slope to create Route 
63 to replace the difficult terrain 
Long Plain Road once had to travel. 
Before the building of the bridge now 
being rebuilt over the railroad, Long 

see PLAIN ROAD pg 9 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD laboration for nothing. 

Fire Department Must Wait for New Turnout Gear 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The ''Three thousand dollars for emergencies, the fire depa1t­
town of Gill will not be buying two months is too close," she ment's bmsh truck is at 
four new sets of turn-out gear for said, considering salaries for call Riverside Radiator with an undi-

In other news, the Gill high­
way department will begin 
repaving work in Riverside next 
week. Walnut Street, and parts 
of Meadow, Myrtle and 
Rive1view Drive, will be 
repaved, and through traffic will 
be limited to residents only. 
There will be no parking on the 
street in Riverside from 7 a.m. to 
4p.m. 

The decorative iron fence 
being donated for the West Gill 
cemete1y with t.~e :!!:!::.!:!:::!~e of 
Ted Graveline will be stored at 
the highway garage tmtil depart­
ment employees have time to 
install it, probably in the fall. 
Banash said she had a post hole 
digger the highway depa1tment 
could borrow if they needed one. 

the fire department just yet. firefighters responding to any agnosed problem." 
Going over the numbers for calls would have to also come "Obviously, it was a radiator 

various purchase orders for the from that amount. problem, because it overheated," 
fire department on Monday After several years of tight said Dennis Underwood, propri­
afternoon, the selectboard came budgets, the town has only a etor at Riverside Radiator, 
to the conclusion that the town minimal amount of money in reached later in the week. "We 
could not afford to spend $9,200 rese1ves to meet tmanticipated were able to get them a new 
for four new sets of turnout gear. overages in depa1tmental budg- radiator on warranty, even 
Not yet, anyway. ets, so the selectboard is watch- though the waiTanty was past. 

Board chair Ann Banash said ing expenditures very carefully. We were able to take care of the 
spending that amotmt on turnout Administrative assistant Ray boys." 
gear would draw the fire depait- Purington had this bit of addi- Unde1wood added, 
ment's budget down to about tional fire depa1tment news for "Hopefully, someday, they 
$3,000, which would have to see the selectboai·d on Monday. won't have to take cai·e of me." 
them through to the end of the ''This weekend, aside from The selectboard approved 
fiscal year, June 30th. mutual aid calls and wind related purchases totaling $6,060 for a 
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new hydrant assist valve, new 
air bottles, and eight fifty-foot 
lengths of one-and-three-qua1ter 
inch attack hose for the depa1t­
ment. 

But the request for new 
turnout geai· was tabled tmtil the 
end of the fiscal year. 

Antique Appraisal 
Thursday, May 20th 

6 to 8:30 p.m. 
First Congregational Church 
148 L. Street, Turners Falls 

Doug Kimball, appraiser and auctioneer, 
will provide you with background history 
and appraisal estimates on your heir­
loom. The fee for each item is $3 with no 
limit on the number of items. 

Free Finger Foods, Desert Bar and Coffee 
For information call Helen at (413) 863-
2670 or Gert at ( 413) 863-2558. 

The highway department 
plans to do the job themselves in 
order to save the town some 
money. 

The used bucket truck pur­
chased by not long ago by the 
town of No1thfield, which is 
intended to be shai·ed with the 
towns of Vernon, VT and Gill, 
has been checked out by 
Raymond's Repair in 
Bernardston and declared 'Good 
to Go.' 

Purington said a contract is 
being drawn up describing the 
tenns of joint use of the vehicle, 
which will enable highway 
depa1tment employees in Gill to 
perfo1m side-of-the-road tree 
limbing without balancing on 
the extended bucket of the front 
end loader any more. 

The town's insurance compa­
ny is relieved to hear about the 
new atTangement. 

Northfield will garage the 
vehicle and own title to it, and 
Gill and Vernon will contribute 
a sum for maintenance arotmd 
$500 to $750 annually, and be 
able to bo1rnw the tmck on a 
regular schedule. 

"We will adjust the second 
and third years based on how the 
first year works out," Purington 
said. 

Boston didn't call Franklin 
Cotmty a model of regional col-

The boai·d appointed Laurie 
Lankowski as a part time police 
officer. Lankowski, a resident of 
South Deerfield, is trained as an 
EMT and a paramedic, and 
comes with the recommendation 
of police chief David Hastings. 

Her appointment doubles the 
number of part-time officers 
available to fill shifts in Gill, 
while two other officers attend 
police training academy. 

"This will take a little load off 
our full-timers," said board 
member John Ward. 

The town of Gill may be able 
to qualify for community devel­
opment block grant funding for 
one mtmicipal infrastructure 
improvement program in the 
next grant cycle, Purington told 
the board. In addition to the reg­
ulai· housing rehab zero interest 
loan program, Gill may be able 
to apply for funding to replace 
pumps for the sewer system in 
Riverside. But in order to quali­
fy, at least 90% of the residents 
of Riverside will have to return 
fonns stating their range of fam­
ily income, and of those, 51 % 
will have to be low to moderate 
income families. 

Board member Nancy 
Griswold encouraged this 
approach. "It's only going to 
help them if we get the grant." 

~t clear Choi 
~o b ~~ 
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Open 7 Days 44 Deerfield St. (Rte 5 & 10) 
Greenfield. MA 413-774-7346 
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• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Calieos • Notions 

CASH & CHECKS ONLY 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 
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NOTES FROM THE MAHAR REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Mahar will meet May 27th on Alternative Assessment Methods 

Roche said some of the Mahai· 
teachers also had concems about 
holding the graduation ceremony 
on Saturday. 

BY KATIE NOLAN 
ORANGE - The Mahar regional 
school committee met on May 
4th and considered the method 
for assessing costs to member 
towns, cafeteria finances, archery 
classes, merging the special edu­
cation departments of Mahar, 
Orange elementruy schools and 
Petersham Elementruy, the dam 
at the school pond, the rain date 
for graduation, and other issues. 

Superintendent Michael 
Baldassane told the school com­
mittee he had invited the select­
boards and finance committees of 
the four member towns to attend 
a discussion of the assessment 
methodology used to assign 
regional school costs to the mem­
ber towns. 

Over the last three years, the 
Wendell finance committee and 
selectboard have been protesting 
the state Department of 
Elementa1y and Seconda1y 
Education's (DESE) statuto1y 
assessment method for Mahar, 
because Wendell's per-pupil 
costs have been consistently 
higher than the per-pupil costs of 
the other towns in the region, 
although in aggregate wealth it is 
the second-poorest town, after 
Orange. 

Wendell representatives have 
asked the school committee to 
switch to an altemative assess­
ment method. 

The meeting to discuss assess­
ment methods will be held on 
Wednesday, May 27th at the 
Eileen Perkins auditorium at 
Mahar. Baldassane said, as of 
May 4th, he had received positive 
responses from the Orange town 
administrator and finance com­
mittee, as well as from the New 
Salem finance committee. 

An assessment methodology 
subcommittee was voted into 
existence at the April 4th school 
committee meeting with a mis­
sion to explore methods for 
assessing costs to the four mem­
ber towns. At the May 5th meet­
ing, the subcommittee was for­
mally set up, and Dick Baldwin 
of Wendell and Peter Cross of 
Orange volunteered to se1ve as 
the school committee members 
on the assessment method sub­
committee. 

Cross and Baldwin were in the 
minority when the majority of the 
school committee again approved 

using the statuto1y method of 
assessment on April 5th. 

BaldassaiTe told the commit­
tee that, as a result of a price 
increase for school lunch, rev­
enues from the school food se1v­
ice have increased. However, the 
food service depaitment is still 
showing a loss for the year. 

The food se1vice manager is 
considering other ways to reduce 
losses, such as using biodegrad­
able disposable trays and plates 
to save money spent on washing 
trays and plates. 

Committee chair Maureen 
Donelan of Orange said she had 
heard that lunch po1tion sizes 
were smaller now, and wondered 
about the wisdom of increasing 
prices and reducing po1tions. 

Student representative Ben 
Simon said sometimes the por­
tions seemed small to him, but 
when that happens, he just buys a 
second lunch. 

Baldwin asked, "What is the 
philosophy for the lunch pro­
gram? Nourishing students or 
mnning a business?" 

Michael Roche of the 
Massachusetts Teachers 
Association said Mahai· is lucky 
to have a food se1vice manager 
''who knows how to put meals 
out. I have never seen food I 
thought was healthier, or where 
there is better management of 
resources." 

At the next school committee 
meeting, Jtme 7th, the committee 
will discuss increasing prices for 
school ltmches for the next 
school year. 

Roche reported Mahar had 
been selected as one of ten 
schools in Massachusetts to par­
ticipate in the National Archery 
in Schools Program (NASP). 
Mahar will offer ai·chery as pait 
of the physical education cwricu­
lum. Several physical education 
teachers from Mahai· will attend 
either one-day basic arche1y 
instmction training or three-day 
instructor trainer training provid­
ed by NASP. Mahai· will receive 
free archery equipment, includ­
ing tru·gets, bows, and arrows. 

BaldassaiTe told the commit­
tee he had participated in a 
Depaitment of Elementaiy and 
Seconda1y Education web-based 
seminar on the state's second 
rotmd application to the US 
Depaitment of Education Race to 

the Top program. The federal 
Race to the Top initiative will 
provide fimds to schools for inno­
vative programs in selected 
states. The DESE reviewed com­
ments from their first round 
application and is determined to 
improve in the areas considered 
weak. 

Mahar was one of the schools 
that supported the DESE applica­
tion in round one, along with 
almost two-thirds of schools in 
the state. The application is due 
to the US Department of 
Education June 1st. 

BaldassaiTe reported he has 
been meeting with representa­
tives of the Orange elementruy 
schools and Petersham 
Elementa1y School to discuss 
consolidating their special educa­
tion programs with Mahar's. So 
far the representatives have 
worked out an organizational 
chart for the consolidated pro­
gram. Issues still to be worked 
out include how to pay for the 
consolidated program, because 
there will be costs across the 
region, and Wendell and New 
Salem ai·e not paiticipating in the 
consolidation. 

BaldassaiTe said he expected 
to be asking for committee 
approval for consolidating at a 
future meeting. 

BaldassaiTe said a consultant 
was preparing a feasibility esti­
mate for removing the dam at the 
school pond under the state's 
Office of Dam Safety (ODS) pro­
gram. He told the committee the 
work could take as long as three 
years to complete, but the ODS 
has been liberal in granting 
extensions as long as dam owners 
are making progress on detennin­
ing the future of their dams. 

Baldassarre is looking into 
grants to help pay for the dam 
removal. 

Patricia Smith of Orange 
repo1ted the educational pro­
grams subcommittee had evaluat­
ed reta.ining the current long 
block schedule or changing to an 
altemate class schedule. The 
committee favored retaining the 
long block schedule. Smith noted 
the teaching staff is mostly in 
favor of the cwTent schedule. 

Baldwin repo1ted the Franklin 
County School Committee 
Caucus will draft a letter to state 
senators about regionalization. 

Baldwin said, "We are all for col­
laboration to cut costs, but we 
want local control over how we 
fit that into our local schools." 

Mahar's 2010 graduation cer­
emony is scheduled for Friday, 
June 4th, with a rain date of 
Satw·day June 5th. Several par­
ents attended the meeting and 
told the committee that changing 
the date of the graduation, even 
for rain, could be a problem for 
families that have already sched­
uled travel and celebrations based 
on the Friday date. 

Baldassarre said using the rain 
date is at the superintendent's dis­
cretion. He told the committee 
and visitors that this yeai·, the 
graduation will be on Friday, 
June 4th. If the day is rainy, the 
time of the graduation might be 
changed to later in the day, or an 
indoor location might be used. 
For next year, the graduation cer­
emony scheduled date and rain 
date will be publicized at the 
beginning of the school year, so 
families can make plans accord­
ingly. 

♦POWER TOWN♦ 
If affordable housing is what you need, call Power 
Town: 413-863-9433, in Turners Falls, MA 
Si busca vivienda econ6mico llama a Power Town 413.863.9433 en 
Turners Falls. Power Town is located in the historic district of Turners Falls. 
The complex consists of nine buildings with one bedroom elderly, 
handicapped, and disabled apartments, and two and three bedroom family 
apartments. Qualified applicants receive rental assistance through the 
Federal Section 8 Housing Program, (cost of rent and utilities is based on 
30% of the applicant's income). Los sup/icantes qua/ificados reciben 
asistencia de/ programa federal Secci6n 8 (pagaran a las propietarios 
aproximadamente un 30% de/ ingreso mensual par la vivienda y 
utilidades.) 

We offer: 
• 24 hour emergency maintenance 
• Laundry facilities • Off street parking 
• Within walking distance to stores, banks, bus line and post office 
• Modern apartments with wall-to-wall carpeting 
• Fire sprinkler systems and locked entries to buildings 

152 Avenue A, Turners Falls A Office Hours 9 - 4, Monday - Friday 

Oc:-li, <•al in or lak<' 0111, 
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Green Fields Market McCusker's Market 
144 Main St ,Greenfield 3 State Street, Shelburne Falls 

Mon-Fri 8·8 Open Daily 
Sat 9-6, Sun 10-5 7 a m to 7 p.m 
(413) 773-9567 (413) 625-9411 

www.franklincommunity.coop 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. DOLAN & □·,bl::AN Greenfield lmporte!r:!~!~el=~itner ~ 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS ~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

PhD & Paal Wlldroa 

Jlalllnn Bulldlng & Remodelng 
A Name You Can Trus~ 

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows 
Additions, New Construction 413-422·2252 Phil 
Sheetro ~. Painting ft Nore.. 41 J.834·0534 Pau\ 

Fully Insured, CS l/088999 & HIC 145293 

Frei;' Est\mates ft Reasonable Rates 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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~ mmP 

Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 

COV1A.,'jlt:IS.S~Ol'\-ate t:111\-c( PY-ofe.s.si.ol'\-al Ct:!Y'e 
foY' yOL,(.Y' SV1A.,t:!LL Ali\t111A.,t:1L 

EXPANDED HOURS WITH DR. AMY RUBIN, OVM 

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 

AUDI VW VOLVO BMW 
Now Specializing in Toyota and other Asian Cars 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
I www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 
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BY JEN AUDLEY see photos and rep01ts from our 
TURNERS FALLS - area. (Thanks Barbara Stewa1t!) 
Stargazing will be best on clear Snapping turtle females 
nights arom1d the time of the new leave the water at this one time of 
moon on May 13th. Look for the year to lay a clutch of eggs on 
full moon on May 27th. land. If you come across one 

Water and woods are crossing the road ( or the bike 
exploding with life right now, as path), please treat her respectful­
leaves burst from buds, insects ly! 
hatch out, and migrating birds Many wonderful flowers 
and fish pass through our area en bloom in May, fromjack-in-the­
route to their breeding grounds. pulpit to mountain laurel, lily of 
Spring energy often involves the valley, elderbe1ries, and black 
excess and death - many living locust. 
things die in this exuberant sea- The sun sets now at about 8 
son. p.m., and by the end of the month 

Animal babies: Ducks, geese, at about 8:20. Smll'ise comes ear­
squill'els, chipmunks, skunks and lier each day- now around 5:30, 
white-tailed deer have their by the end of the month at 5:15. 
yom1g this month. Many of the 
flying insects that appear in May Learn more: 
are "babies" of a s01t, too, having 
spent the the colder months 
m1dergrom1d or unde1water in 
egg, larval, or pupal fo1m. 

Smmner resident birds such 
as whip-poor-wills, 1101thern ori­
oles, bobolinks, swifts, tlll'Ushes, 
vireos and catbirds, who winter 
down soutl1 but nest here, retm11 
about now. Hear them singing 
during the "dawn chorus" at sun­
rise, and visit 
pioneerbirding.blogspot.com to 

Bobcats of Massachusetts 
Wednesday, May 12th, 7 to 9 p.m. 

This presentation at the regu­
lar montltly meeting of the Athol 
Bird and Natm·e Club featm·es 
Laura Hajduk, who will cover tl1e 
basics of the bobcat, Lynx rnjus -
tl1e biology, ecology, and habits 
of this secretive and elusive pred­
ator. Laura is the Furbearer and 
Black Bear Project Leader for tl1e 
Division of Fisheries and 

TALKING PICTURES IRON MAN 
Lacking Something in the Middle 

"' TODD DETMOLD 
CIDCAGO - In many ways the 
antithesis to the Batman of 
ChI'istopher Nolan's ftlms, the 
Tony Stark of Jon Favreau's Iron 
Man franchise is everything a bil­
lionaire playboy should be. 

Compare him to Christian 
Bale's somber, sober Bruce 
Wayne - the men ai·e equals in 
their respective comic book mli­
verses. Both ai·e 11ch, botl1 are 
smrnm1ded by beautiful women 
and fancy gadgets, both lost their 
fathers at a yom1g age, and both 
are m01tals entering into the 
superhero game bellind sheer 
chutzpah and a lot of armor. The 
difference is that Stark immedi­
ately shuffles off the onus of 
secret identity, going public with 
his superheroism at the first 
chance he gets. For a rich, fun. 
loving, womanizing alcoholic 
sociopath, this actually makes a 

1 eagle = The Pits 
4 eagles = The Heights 

lot of sense. 
Tony Stark is a damn likable 

guy and he adores the attention, 
which makes it all the more 
remarkable how depressing an 
expe11ence it is to sit tm·ough Iron 
Man 2. The cenhc1l foundation to 
tl1e franchise's success is tl1e idio­
syncratic nai·cissism Robe1t 
Downey, Jr. b1111gs to the lead 
role. The actor has more fun witl1 
his words than his chaic1cter does 
with his gadgets. So, I'm baffied 
at the choice to send Stai·k into a 
depressed funk through the 
majo11ty of tl1e runtime, slowly 
dying due to llis worsening con­
dition, &'inking more and more 
heavily and itching from a severe 
flare-up of Daddy Issues. 

The light bulb in his chest is 
no longer doing its job, and sev­
ernl enemies (foreign and domes­
tic) want to either steal or copy 
tl1e Iron Man weapon-suit. This 
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av: ThiJJ(lS to_See, }{ear and Do 
Wtldlife. At tl1e Millers River Food and dmlk, too! At tl1e Great is a 90-minute Powerpoint pres-
_Environmental Center, I 00 Falls Discove1y Center, Tm11ers entation by John Root, featm'ing 

Mam Street, Atl1ol. Falls. both recordings and photographs 
Migration Celebration Hike Along the Bike Path of native and introduced soncr-
Saturday, May 15th, 11 a.m. to 2 Saturday, May 15th; 9 a.m. to birds. Learn how to recogi~e 
p.m. noon birds by tl1eir songs and calls and 

A time for the whole family to Join us for a b11sk walk along discover the roles of these 
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~ .._ j . .. 
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Mountain Laurel 

learn about the birds we see in 
our skies and neighborhoods. 
Where do they stay in winter? 
How do they know how to get 
back here? If they are endan­
gered, what cai1 we do to help 
them? There will be games and 
challenges to help you find out. 
Build a birdhouse (mate1'ials pro­
vided), play games, make a craft 
item to take home with you, have 
fun! In English and Spanish. 

means the film will climax with a 
lot of Iron Man-like machines 
having it out with Stai·k - just like 
the last one, except now there's a 
plurality of evil iron men. I find 
myself wonde1111g, knowing so 
little as I do about the Iron Man 
mythos, if tl1ere will ever be any 
bad guys in this series that ai·en't 
iron men hying to steal Stark's 
thm1der. 

The plot is incidental, though, 
really. We're here to watch 
Downey snark ai·om1d and to see 
stuff blow up, and frailkly tl1ere's 
not enough of either. There's a 
plethora of new chai·acters -
some interesting, some not, all 
rushed on and off the screen, all 
requisitely sexy - and tl1e process 
of juggling tl1em while seeing tl1e 
second act tm·ough to the third 
proves an arduous task for direc­
tor Favreau and llis hired gun 
screenwriter Justin Theroux. 

Theroux can pm1 with the best 
of them, but I get the impression 
he didi1 't have a lot of room to get 
creative witl1 anything besides 
wordplay. There ai·e h'iple agents, 
lovers' spats, DUI Iron Mamling, 

the canalside bike entrancing vocalizations in birds' 
trail in Tm11ers Falls lives. Habitat, migi'ation, diets, 
from Unity Park to life cycles, and smvival strategies 
East Deerfield. will also be explored. At tl1e 
Participants will be Great Falls Discovery Center in 
searching for Tm11ers Falls. 
blooms in a land- It's Fishy Out There 
scape that contains Satm·day, May 22nd, I to 2:30 

. clues to the fascinat- p m. 
ing industrial history Do you know that fish are 

, of the village that 1nigi·ating up the Connecticut 
·, , still generates River right now? Tmners Falls 

hydroelectricity to offers an exceptional chance to 
, power local commu- see this fascinating part of the life 

nities. Walkers can cycle of special kinds of fish, 
choose to carpool called anadromous fish, who are 

for a 3.3 mile linear walk, or walk born in fresh water, live pait of 
out and back for a 6.2 Inile h'ip. their lives in the ocean, then 
B1111g lots of water and heaity come back to where they were 
h·ail snacks. For ages 12 and born to spawn and strut the cycle 
older. Free, but pre-registration all over again. Come to the Great 
required - call (800) 859-2960. Falls Discove1y Center for a 
Presented by Northfield Migi·ation Challenge, then stroll 
Mountain Education Center. with us to the Fish Ladder, and 
Introduction to Song Birds watch shad and the amazing lam-
Thursday, May 20th, 7 to 8:30 prey swim up the 11ver to their 
p.m. spawning gi·ounds. 

"Songbirds of tl1e N01theast" 

wi1lking references to other 
Maivel superheroes, hot chicks, 
big guns and a cast of stellar 
m1derutilized actors, from Clark 
Gregg and Don Cheadle to sup­
posed "lead" villain Mickey 
Rourke. Rourke has maybe tlmty 
lines: he's there to look foreign 
and evil, and I suppose he does 
get the job done. 

Maybe the only actor who 
does get his due is Sam 
Rockwell, playing an Ame11can 
aims manufactm·er named Justin 
Hammer with some mean Tony­
envy. He hies to build his own 
suit and he hies to sleep with the , 
same women as Tony, and he Robert Downey, Jr. as To,ry Stark 
fails in both cases. Inception and The Last 

Preening and peacocking Airbender, and to the post-credit 
without any feathers to show and sequence exposing half-of-a-sec­
aimed with a supply of bizall'e, ond of imageiy promising a 
hilarious 11011-sequitm·s comtesy future release from Marvel 
of Theroux, Rockwell manages Studios. The entire machine is 
to steal the film from Downey. geared to be about not what we're 
This is no small feat, but it's not watclling now but what's cmning 
something tliat should've been next. "Iron Man 2 was gi·eat," 
allowed to happen. they want us to say. "And it was 

The audience of chee11ng fan- so cool how there's going to be 
boys gave up tl1eir biggest hollers more." Second verse, same as the 
of the night to the hailers for first. 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

------------------ -

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
--------------

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 

[HioIPiiI&IoILI1IvI1] 
LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11 :30 - 2:30 * DINNER TUES - SAT, S - 9 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER 5 - 8 

homegrown, farm-inspired 
food and drink 

PHONE 413-774-3150 • 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
WWW,HOPEANDOLIVE.COM 

~ .. SHA i CONSTRUCTION 

~~Im -SuP~BY Co. INc. 

SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

♦ 4 
mfrlete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
all stone, retaining wall block and more. 

,.__=== 
298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. MainSt,Brottleboro www.shanahonsupply.com 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

\.~~-----

Lino 
Carpet 

e111nd 
• f arn, fres!, tggs , 
• W!,ole Roastir,g C!,id~ei, 
•Pot Pies 
• Hon,eMede SoupG 
• 'Desserts 

Produ,ts Vary Wee~ly 

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays 

I www.greenemporium.com 
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PHOTOS from page 1 
in black, and ammged sequential­
ly by Kelllledy along three of the 
Aztec Brick colored walls in the 
Voo. 

The show is titled Beyond 
Portfolio as the exhibitors want­
ed to convey the sense that their 
offerings would be more free­
ranging than their course 
requirement work at the 
Institute. Much of the work is set 
in New England (many of them 
are here for the first time), and 
paiticularly reflects "the vibes of 
the Voo." 

What is most refreshing about 
this show is how the chosen pho­
tos also reflect the sensibilities 
of the young men ai1d women 
who snapped the shutters to cap­
ture these images. No longer ai·e 
they trying to complete an 
assignment, impress a teacher or 
a client. They wanted to merely 
express themselves, how they 
perceive and feel about the 
world, in their chosen idiom. 
Not incidentally, they hope to 
ente1tain denizens of the 
Rendezvous, but they don't 
crimp their style to do so. They 
show us the best of who they ai·e 
and how they work. 

The results ai·e spectaculai·. 
The first photograph as you 
come througl1 the door is a black 
and white study, "Sounds of 
Zefron" by Joshue Plotke. Stand 
for a moment to view this photo­
graph of an lsreali violinist, and 
perhaps the notes he is playing 
will waft across the 
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Mediten-anean to fall upon your 
ears in the midst of the bar clam­
or or live music on the Voo 
stage. Two frames further, spot 
Plotke's "Finding the Right 
Combination" in muted color, 
and fwther, "The Ligl1t from 
Behind." 

Plotke's three photographs 
seem to span a wide rai1ge of 
material, but they actually have 
one essential mood, the "true 
look," as the camera and thus the 
viewer encounter each scene. 
Plotke's work achieves an aes­
thetic, almost spiritual, unity. 

Photographs 2, 9 and 12 - a 
New England hai·bor scape, a 
hwnai1 figure in nature, ai1d a 
parade of religious figures, all in 
color, ai·e taken by Blu 
Haitkopp. He thinks viewers can 
see themselves, their own indi­
vidual moments, in his challeng­
ing images. We have to consider 
the transition from dai·kness to 
light, says Haitkopp, and think 
of greater elemental powers like 
the human spirit and the beauty 
of the natural wliverse. 

Over by the jukebox, you'll 
find Neesa Biblyk, the group's 
finest po1traitist, and the first of 
her three photographs. I am most 
impressed with Biblyk's dark, 
atmospheric po1trait of a man in 
black (10). Because of its pres­
ence and position, perhaps the 
most-viewed photo in the show 
will be her spectacular p01trait 
of a punkish woman (16), hung 
just to the right at the entrance to 
the restroom. Talk about hitting 

M td pt1lti111S 
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the vibrations of the Voo. 
Justin NUI111ick has three pre­

modem fine-a1t offerings, land­
scapes 5 and 7, as well as 15, a 
portrait of a womai1 on a horse. 

Christine Kennedy offers 
local scenes most llikers would 
never see: three well-composed 
and exquisitely-detailed studies 
of local flora, taken on the sides 
of the roads here in the villages 
of Montague. Her harlequin 
masque with nlilkweed fluff is 
one to remember, or perhaps 
take home and hang on your 
own wall. (All images ai·e rea­
sonably priced). 

The Beyond Portfolio show 
went up on May 2nd, just in time 
for a retw11 pe1fonnance by one 
of the region's premier under­
grow1d bands, the Cave Bears. 
After moving from New Orleans 
to Easthampton, the beloved 
cavesters have played the Voo 
several times. Vocalist and key­
board maestro Nick Williams 
was ve1y impressed with the aity 
backdrop on May 2nd. 

"We've never seen the place 
look so good," he said. "If we 
had known that we'd be in such 
an aesthetic setting, we would 
have brougl1t some cymbals, a 
choir, and an out-of-tw1e clar­
inet." 

To the left of the bathroom 
door, the photos on the west wall 
were dominated by Eric 
Hubball, who incorporates a 
refreshing mix of abstraction 
and realism, sometimes in the 
same image. It's no surprise he 
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PLAIN ROAD from pg 5 A section of U.S. Geodetic Map notated by I.Jan Starkweather 
Plain Road took a number of diffeent routes, which can 
still be traced. 

A good way to follow the remnants of the old road is 
found opposite Toby Dell, leading over the top of the ledge 
that had to be cut down to excavate 63 for about a quarter 
of a mile before retw11ing to 63, where careful stonework 
shows the road's fo1mer eight foot width and constmcted 
drainage. Another cai1 be seen just leaving this Field val­
ley n01thward, as the old road ascends on the east to climb 
and crest and retwn to the present route, shown by reenter­
ing stone walls. Stone walls also show where Long Plain 
Road descended to rail grade ai1d passed east of 
the glacial pothole pond to come back to the route 1•■~ 
just short of the No1th Leverett Road junctw·e. !Pel 

{jfll\ Your Local John Deere Dealer 

WJ for49Years 

JOHN DEERE 413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 

413-768-9095 
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Mask in the Field by Christine Kennedy 

has studied a1tists like mns througl1 his work as an 
Kandinsky ai1d Jackson Pollock. unmistakable motif. "Red 
I personally was delighted to Wheel" (13), of a grist nlill in 
look into his cml'ent source of Rockingham, VT, serves as 
inspiration - the whimsical counterpoint to the starkness of 
images of Brooklyn photogra- the New Englai1d palette, and his 
pher Joshua Dalsimer. cai1't get there from here ''Lost 

Hubball's delightful and Fishe1man" (18) waits nearby 
provocative images evoke a nos- Caron's biggest influence is 
talgia for eai·ly wonde1ment with the nature and travel photogra­
scenic viewfinders, pai·king pher Rick Sainmon, who moti­
meters, and distant lights - vated Adam to attend Hallmai·k 
objects we once may have fow1d ai1d aquire the skills necessary to 
fascinating to stare at, seeing work as a photographer. 
beautiful mysteries in their The Beyond Portfolio show 
workings. Hubball's photos are will hang at the Rendezvous 
like our own memories brougl1t through the Hallmark graduation 
back in black ai1d white and date of Jw1e 25th. Then, the pho­
color. tographers will take down their 

Don't leave without checking pictures one by one as 
out the one of a kind "Cmshed they leave town over li■!!LIII 
Tomato" by Adam Cai·on. Red the next few days. II!&! 

97.3~ 

THE BEST 
MUSIC 

GTurn It Up In Turnersl:3 every 
Tuesday. highlighting businesses in the 

ffiontague area 

To advertise contact Wendy Gaida 978-
S44·S33S or wendy@wjdf.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 

F.M. KUZMESKUS INC. 

Check out Our Large Selection " 
Art Supplies 10% Off with this coupon7< _ 

Great for Sun1n1er Pro· ects 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Income Tax and Accounting 
Specializing in QuickBooks 310 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-2345 



10 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER May 13, 2010 

NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Ladd Proposes New Assistant Principal Position 
BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
- At the last meeting of the 
Gill-Montague regional school 
committee before the May 17th 
elections usher in at least one 
new member from Montague, 
with the possibility of an addi­
tional change in the make-up of 
the committee depending on the 
outcome of a race for a three­
year seat in Gill, the meeting 
Tuesday, May 11th, went 
smoothly, with minimal discus­
sion on matters before the 
school board. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

fl 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

L,\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WEDIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• Washed Stone 
• Title V Sand & Gravel 
• Processed Gravels 
• Red Rock Stone 

• 50# bags or bulk 
• Brick Red Bark Mulch 
•Mason Sand 
•TRG 
• Loam, screened/unscreened 

(413) 714-1285 

Marje Levenson of Lake 
Pleasant is running tmopposed 
for a three-year Montague seat 
being left vacant by the retire­
ment of Doug Brown. In Gill, 
Jane Oakes is challenging 
incumbent Sandy Brown for a 
three-year seat. Joyce Phillips is 
mnning tmopposed for another 
three-year te1m from Montague. 

From their early contentious 
meetings last spring, the ctll1'ent 
committee managed to find a 
way to work together to pro­
duce a level funded budget, 
moved fo1ward on energy effi­
ciency for the district schools, 
and developed goals and 
visions that composed the core 
of superintendent Carl Ladd 's 
strategic vision, a document 
that now guides the district's 
operations. 

The committee is working to 
consolidate the Sheffield and 
Hillcrest elementary schools 
into one pre-K through grade 5 
school, with one administration 
covering two buildings. 

The school committee has 
expressed general approval of 
superintendent Ladd's perfo1m-

ance. In the superintendent's 
evaluation, completed this week 
and accepted at the May 11th 
meeting, school committee 
members graded Ladd as "ve1y 
good or better" in performance. 

On Tuesday, May 18th, the 
members of the newly elected 
school committee will gather at 
7 p.m. in the Turners Falls High 
School television studio for a 
reorganization meeting, to elect 
new officers. 

The town of Montague hopes 
to achieve state ce1tification as 
a Green Commtmity by the end 
of this week, in order to become 
eligible for grant funds that 
could be used to fmther reduce 
energy use in buildings owned 
by the town. In order to achieve 
that goal, the town must reduce 
energy use in a number of cate­
gories over the next five years, 
including the future purchase of 
town vehicles. 

At the school committee 
meeting Tuesday night, Chris 
Mason of the Montague energy 
committee asked the school 
committee to approve the inclu­
sion of Hillcrest and Sheffield 

ToflTD Clerk Ba~e! 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Deb Bourbeau 
has been the town clerk in 
Montague for almost the last four 
years. She se1ved as assistant 
town clerk for three and half 
years before that, coming to that 
job from the tax collector's 
office. 

Bourbeau is running for re­
election in the May 17th election, 
facing a challenge from South 
Prospect Street resident Michael 
Herny. 

Bourbeau said, "I worked for 
John Zywna for four years, and 
leained from the best. But he was 
a little bit - how can I put this? -
old school. He loved green ledger 
paper and the typewriter. We've 
made great strides in the comput­
erization with the help of [assis­
tant town clerk] Mandy Hamp. 
There's no more green ledger 
paper. 

"I've brought two polling 
places into compliance with the 
Americans with Disability Act. 

I've graduated from the New 
England Mtmicipal Clerks 
Institute and Academy, a three­
year course, and I'm a member of 
the town clerks' association, 
working toward my state certifi­
cation. 

"I love the people in this town. 
I have to say, I've been working 
with our new website that went 
live this week. Now we have 
online dog registration, and vital 
records requests online. I'm hy­
ing to make things easier for the 
public. 

"If I get re-elected, one of my 
biggest goals is records preserva­
tion. It's really ti·agic, but om· old 
record books, dating back to the 
1700s, are falling apait. That's 
our histo1y. 

"I am going to se1ve the public 
to the best ofmy ability, keep cur­
rent with all the Mass General 
Laws, and I'll work my darnedest 
to meet and exceed the expecta­
tion of the residents of this town." 

Her opponent, Michael Herny, 

school buildings in the energy 
plan for the town 

The school district has been 
working with Siemens Building 
Technologies to complete an 
agreement for a professional 
grade energy audit of school 
buildings, but the fact the town 
owns two of the school build­
ings has been an impediment to 
completing the contract. 

Mason said if the school 
committee would agree, the 
town and the school district 
would work together on the 
details of the contract. At issue 
is the matter of what entity will 
receive the savings on energy 
efficiency upgrades at Sheffield 
and Hillcrest, since the school 
district pays the energy bills, 
but the town would be responsi­
ble for securing the financing 
for the energy performance con­
tract to make the improvements 
to those buildings. 

Since Mason emphasized 
this was just an approval of a 
plan to move fo1ward, and with 
a deadline for grant applications 
to assist with the energy per­
formance contract fast 

of Millers Falls, said he is run­
ning for town clerk out of a desire 
to make town government more 
open and accessible to town resi­
dents. 

"I don't like that I have to go 
down to town hall and look at the 
bulletin boai·d to find out what is 
happening in town hall. I don't 
think we are info1med enough 
about meeting dates. If I were 
elected I would do a better job 
info1ming people about meetings, 
and elections, and tiy to get better 
turnout. Many recent town elec­
tions turnout have been in the low 
20% range, or lower. 

"I'm a town meeting member. 
I'd like to involve the community 
more. I'd nm voter drives during 
Old Home Days and the Block 
Paity. The town clerk should be 
out in the community and be 
involved. A lot of people say they 
don't even know what the town 
clerk does. 

"At this point, the town has a 
new website. I would move the 
cmTent town records there, digi­
tize thelll, and get them up on the 
website. I would move the town 

approaching, the school com­
mittee voted to approve the 
town's request. 

On the issue of creating a 
new elementary school that 
combines Hillcrest and 
Sheffield, superintendent Ladd 
said he felt it was necessary to 
increase administrative staff to 
handle the newly fo1med school 
by adding an assistant principal 
position. Saying this would be a 
"cost-neutral" change, Ladd 
said the district would eliminate 
one adjustment cotmselor posi­
tion in order to fund the new 
position, and noted that cmTent 
administrators have three year 
contracts ending in 2011. 

Sandra Brown of Gill object­
ed to what she felt was an 
unnecessary expenditure, ask­
ing that if the district could 
eliminate the cotmseling posi­
tion, why it shouldn't get the 
savings from that reduction 
rather than hire someone for a 
new position. 

The assistant principal posi­
tion will be discussed fmther at 
the next regular school commit­
tee meeting. 

clerks' bulletin boai·ds to some­
where outside the building so it 
can be accessed 24 hours a day, 
paiticularly with the town hall 
closed now on Fridays." 

Herny, who has two children, 
including a first grader in 
Sheffield, said he and his wife 
both work at Crocker 
Commtmications, where he is a 
client technician. 

"I have a backgrotmd in retail 
customer se1vice on the phone, 
both in my current job and as a 
former insurance representative. 
Customer se1vice is key to all 
those ti·ades, and it is key for the 
town clerk position as well." You 
can find out more about his goals 
if elected at 11twwvotemichael­
henry.com. 

'Transparency is the greatest 
concem about local govenement 
I hear. I am a Democrat, but the 
Republicans I've spoken with 
feel there's a 'behind closed 
door' mentality in town hall. My 
main goal is to have everybody 
involved, and to do that, we have 
to get the information to the peo­
ple." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Mari nil 9@comcast.net 413.863.5099 
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Support local agriculture 
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community what they’re getting
for their investment in the school
system. It’s been the focus of the
school district for a number of
years to access all the avenues for
income to support the schools.
We’ve been excellent at pursuing
and getting grants to support pro-
grams, and the state has been
closely involved with our district.

“Even some of the ways we’re
approaching it that are a little bit
out of the norm – like the Gill
Montague Education Fund – that
can be accomplished locally, each
area helps a bit. The problem has
to be approached jointly by the
school committee and the town,
with the help of all the players,
including the state. The economic
times are very difficult; that won’t
change overnight.”

How should the GMRSD
address the high dropout rate at
the high school?

Sandy Brown: “Part of the
answer is to strive for excellence
in all areas. That could reverse the
trend. 

“The district is really at a
crossroads. We must either take
up the challenge to improve or
just scrape by. I’d like to see every
student inspired, energized, and
recognized for their talents. I’d
like to foster that approach. That
will spread and make students
value being in school. That will
actually help the dropout rate.
They’ll realize this is a district
that likes to be on the forefront.”

Jane Oakes: “We need to
investigate the dropout rate and
examine the numbers carefully.
The research shows that students
who start in our public school sys-
tem in the early grades tend to be
retained through their educational
career. A proportion of students in
the dropout rate were students
who had come into our district at
a later date in their education. The
district has already been provid-
ing students who start at an early
age what they need to complete
their education. 

“At the same time, the district
needs to utilize and improve pro-
grams such as the Reconnecting
Youth program for at-risk stu-
dents, and develop particular pro-
grams that would help at-risk
youth to remain in school. It’s a
complicated area, but needs to be
given a lot of our attention.”

What specific steps, if any,
should the Gill-Montague schools

take to pursue regionalization or
collaboration with neighboring
school districts?

Sandy Brown: “We’ve started
with the Franklin County School
Committee Caucus, which is very
exciting. The districts in Franklin
County are really working togeth-
er instead of waiting for the state
to tell us what to do. We’ve start-
ed collaboration with the business
end, and technology. We ought to
continue the dialogue with our
legislators, the Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE), and the
towns, because we all have to
work together.

“The towns and the school will
have to find a way to meet the
goals of the school without bank-
rupting the towns.”

Jane Oakes: “The emphasis
most recently at the local level is
to collaborate as much as possible
with other districts on any cost-
saving measures, group purchas-
ing, and streamlining of services
that are needed in all the districts
that could be shared. Looking at
the larger question of regionaliza-
tion, research has shown there
really wouldn’t be a savings in
expenditures due to the difficulty
of scale: the school districts in this
area are so spread out geographi-
cally. It’s hard when the state
attempts to compare our schools
with a similar number of students
in a city where the geographical
area is much smaller.”

How would you encourage
community volunteerism in the
regional schools, and in what
ways could volunteers be helpful
to teachers, staff, and students?

Sandy Brown: “From the time
I’ve gotten on the school commit-
tee, I’ve pushed for volunteers,
and not just to bake or do
fundraising. One way would be
tutoring math and reading. Or
coming in and giving classes. 

“If we could get the communi-
ty and the parents more involved,
that would again help the dropout
rate and reduce school choice out.
Parents are the first teachers. You
want them to continue being that,
and to bring the community in
also. 

“That’s one way of decreasing
costs in the school.”

Jane Oakes: “One step would
be to make community members
feel they are welcome to attend
school committee meetings and
provide input. I know over time
there have been many programs

where volunteers have been help-
ful with everything from assisting
in the libraries at the schools to
doing particular workshops with
the children, reading with chil-
dren. We’ve had some pretty
good programs, including a senior
citizen volunteer program, where
seniors volunteered with reading,
writing, and one-to-one tutoring.
We had high school students from
the Tech School who served as
interns. Those are really valuable
programs. There is always oppor-
tunity for volunteers.” 

Is the present configuration of
elementary schools sufficient to
provide educational options for
all Gill-Montague families, or
should other options be made
available to reduce the outflow of
school choice students that is
depriving the Gill-Montague dis-
trict of roughly $1 million a year
in state aid?

Sandy Brown: “I think the
school committee should always
be open to all possibilities. They
shouldn’t automatically reject
anything. They should weigh all
the pluses and minuses.

“I’m a firm believer in mission
driven schools. I could see a
Horace Mann school in the dis-
trict. It’s the 21st century, and we
should be open to new ways of
doing things.”

Jane Oakes: “Given the con-
straints of the budget, what we
have available should meet the
needs of the students in the dis-
trict well. Again, we’re dealing
with the fact that the number of
students in general has declined
over time in the towns. So that
limits what the options will be.
You don’t have the need for as
many small schools as we once
did. Both the elementary schools I
went to as a child are now closed,
in Montague City and the South
End.

“There is a survey the district
is currently completing to give us
information on why families
choice out their students. That
information could be extremely
valuable to see if there is an
unmet need.”

What is the GMRSD doing
well, and what would you like to
see the district schools do better?

Sandy Brown: “I think we now
have a new superintendent who’s
really shaking up the whole
school district. It’s no longer busi-
ness as usual. We are looking at
every program, every expense,

and we want to bring the district
up to be a district other districts
can look to for guidance. It’s very
exciting to work with Carl
[Ladd].

“I admire the teachers. With
the new $200,000 grant, they are
spreading it collaboratively to all
advanced placement classes so
students will get the benefits of
the grant even in the already
established AP classes. I think the
whole district is getting ener-
gized.

“I would like to see the school
committee working more than as
the sum of its parts, but as a real
team. I’d like every area of the
district to be carefully analyzed:
‘Is this a way we could go for-
ward or should we change?’ I’d
like more parent involvement,
and more thorough evaluation of
teachers and administration.”

Jane Oakes: “From my experi-
ence – and I’ve been involved in
the local schools since I was five,
34 years as a teacher after gradu-
ating from the Montague public
schools – we have really an excel-
lent educational system. I’ve
always felt the same. I think
sometimes people lose sight of
that fact.

“Initially, we need to better
recognize the excellence we
already have, and promote that.
There’s always room for change
and developing new programs,
but recognizing the positive is
sometimes overlooked.”

What strengths will you bring
to this position to advance your
priorities for the GMRSD?

Sandy Brown: “I’ve entered in
wholeheartedly to this. It takes a
while to learn everything you
need to know, to become truly
effective. I have had experience
now, and I want the district to
improve.”

Jane Oakes: “This really is my
home. I’ve always lived either in
Montague or Gill. I have a really
broad knowledge of the educa-
tional system in this district from
the inside, as a student and an
educator.  I’m also a taxpayer who
understands the needs of fiscal
responsibility.

“I think one of the strengths I
could bring to the committee is I
have a great deal of experience in
many kinds of committee work as
an educator, and I have training as
a facilitator where the goal is to
help keep focus on problem solv-
ing in a constructive
manner.”
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Montague Plans for Energy Upgrades 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
Montague energy committee met 
with Siemens Building 
Technology project manager 
Roland Butzke in town hall on 
Tuesday afternoon, to go over 
details of the impending energy 
perfo1mance contract for town 
buildings. Montague's technical 
advisor for the project, Beth 
Greenblatt, of Beacon Integrated 
Solutions in Boston, participated 
by conference call. 

The town of Mon~aue has 
received town meeting approval 
to borrow up to $750,000 to 
finance energy improvements in 
town buildings. Siemens, under 
contract to provide energy per­
fo1mance contracting for a num­
ber of towns and school districts 
in the county, will pe1fo1m the 
building upgrades, and guarantee 
resulting savings on utilities. The 
savings on utility bills will pro­
vide the fonds to repay the loan 
over a period of time, up to 20 
years, or longer, depending on the 
building and the work being per­
fo1med. 

Montague has also received a 
grant of $150,000 from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Energy Resources to replace the 
boiler at town hall. 

Regarding that aspect of the 
energy performance contract, 
Greenblatt said, ''The energy sav­
ings are going to be significant. 
The low efficiency oil fired boiler 
is at the end of its usefi.tl life, and 
will be replaced with a high effi­
ciency gas boiler." 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondonzio had told town meet­
ing members on Ap1il 1st that due 
to the town's plan to build a new 
facility for the highway depait­
ment rather than invest in major 
retrofits to the existing gaiage, 
and also due to the high cost of 
meeting historic preservation 
guidelines for replacement win­
dows at the Carnegie Libraiy, per-

fo1mance contract work on those 
two town buildings wottld be lim­
ited, and the overall cost of the 
energy perfo1mance contract 
wmtld be kept to about $202,000, 
not counting the $150,000 grant. 

Since then, the focus of the 
project has expanded to include 
upgrades to the heating system at 
the highway garage, where the 
present heating system so poorly 
distributes heat that the superin­
tendent says he keeps his office 
windows open in the winter in 
order to let out excessive heat, 
while the gai·age bays remain too 
cold for employees to work in 
efficiently. 

The energy committee is also 
contemplating some work on sys­
tem controls at the new police sta­
tion, along with more major ener­
gy saving effo1ts at the town's 
wastewater treatment facility. 

In addition, Siemens will work 
up cost estimates for installing 
new heating controls, replacement 
windows, and other building 
envelope improvements at the 
Hillcrest and Sheffield elementaiy 
schools. 

The Cainegie Libraiy, despite 
comments by libra1y director Sue 
Sansoucie at recent meetings that 
the centllly-old windows are 
drafty and the ancient boiler inef­
ficient, leading to energy waste 
and unc01nfo1table conditions for 
workers and patrons, is apparently 
in line only for weatherization 
measures and lighting upgrades. 

Energy committee chair Chris 
Mason said his committee is 
working against the clock to meet 
the end of May deadline to com­
plete Montague's application for 
Green Community status, and to 
apply for up to one million dollars 
in additional state grant fonding 
for projects ranging from a photo­
voltaic aiTay on the new police 
station to a new fine-bubble aera­
tion system or at the wastewater 
treatment plant. 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 
Montague to Apply for Green Community Status 
BY WILLIAM DRAKE - The 
town of Montague took the final 
steps on Monday to become a 
Green Community recognized 
by the state Department of 
Energy Resources, and with 
hardly a moment to spare, as the 
paperwork must be into the 
DoER by the afternoon of 
Friday, May 14th. 

"The application is being 
mailed today," said town energy 
committee chair Chris Mason on 
Wednesday afternoon. "We've 
met all the criteria." 

Achieving Green Community 
status will allow Montague to 
immediately apply for up to $1 
Inillion in competitive grants for 
the installation of energy saving 
measures or green energy gener­
ating equipment on town build­
ings, or even for energy conser­
vation measures in private 
homes in town from a state pool 
of $7 Inillion, Mason said. 

On Tuesday, Siemens 
Building Technology representa­
tive Roland Butzke told the ener­
gy committee 31 communities in 
the Commonwealth so far had 
approved passage of the volun­
ta1y stretch energy building 
code, one of five criteria neces­
saiy for a town to receive Green 
Community designation. Butzke 
did not know how many of those 
31 communities intended to 
meet the May 14th application 
deadline, but he said he knew of 
at least seven that intended to do 
so. 

On Monday, Walter Rainsay, 
town planner, presented the 
selectboard with a draft of the 
Montague energy committee's 
energy reduction plan. The ERP 
is intended to map a course 
toward reducing the town of 
Montague's energy consumption 
by 20% over the next five years. 

Fiscal year 2008 will provide 

the baseline for the town's ener­
gy consumption, as town offi­
cials look to reach their goal 
over the next few years. 

"So that includes all munici­
pal buildings, all vehicles, all 
traffic lights," said Ramsay. 
Ramsay identified the Sheffield 
Elementa1y School and the 
town's wastewater treatment 
plant as the "heavy hitters" with 
regard to the town's energy 
usage. 

"Schools ai·e often the largest 
energy users," said Chris Mason, 
chair of the energy committee. 

On Tuesday, Mason indicated 
that the committee hopes to 
include proposals to improve 
energy efficiency at the waste­
water treatment plant and to pro­
duce solar photovoltaic electrici­
ty at the police station or one of 
the elementary schools in the 
town's bid for Green 
Community grant fi.mding. 

Patricia Allen of the select­
board asked if there were any 
surprises Ramsay and Mason 
found in compiling the report. 
Both Mason and Ramsay point­
ed to the amotmt of gas used by 
the town's police cmisers as well 
as the diesel use by the depa1t­
ment of public works. 

In coming up with a baseline 
for the town's energy use, "We 
were allowed to account for 
some energy conservation proj­
ects we've done since 2008," 
said Ramsay, "and those include 
instituting a four-day work week 
here at town hall and the geot­
he1mal heating for the public 
safety building." 

In related news, Mason 
received selectboard approval to 
adopt a foe! efficiency vehicle 
policy, which would create 
guidelines for foture purchases 
of town vehicles. The exemption 
list is wide ranging and includes 

police cruisers, ambulances, 
heavy-duty DPW vehicles, and 
fire trucks. New purchases of a 
2-wheel-drive sedan must meet 
28 miles per gallon as set by the 
EPA. The lowest requirement is 
for a 4-wheel-drive, manual 
transmission pick-up truck, 
which must achieve at least 16 
Iniles per gallon on the highway. 

In the town administrator's 
repo1t, town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio released the 
appointments to the town plan­
ner selection committee: 
Abbondanzio, building inspector 
David Jensen, planning board 
member Donald Valley, conser­
vation commission member 
Sean Werle, Montague Business 
Association president Chris 
Janke, RiverCttlture coordinator 
Lisa Davol, and community 
member Greg GaiTison. 

COMPOSTED 
MANURE 

Made from the very best 
our local cows, sheep and 

horses have to offer. 
Well cooked and cured natural­
ly on bare ground. $5 per 40 lb 
bag or $2 per bucket (in your 
containers); $125 per truckload 
(3 yds) delivered locally; $28 
per yard loaded into your truck. 

Hunting Hills Farm 
lwllltc 63 Montague Ccntcll' 
Call Brad for more information 

(413) 773-0670 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/ 413-863-3780 Cogito ergo periculosus sum. 

Mike Fuller, Owner www.fourwindsschool.info 863-8055 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
4 Dell St. 

'lumers Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOVV ACCEPTING NEVV PATIENTS 

:- LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVER'IED TO DVD, 

VHS & O'IHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

LOGOS & BRANDING f: 
GRAPHIC DESIGN f: 

ILLUSTRATION f: 
WEBSITES C 

COPYWRITING ~ 

BUSINESS STRATEGY f: 
INTERNET MARKETING f: 

MISSION & VISION t' www.h2,,om.com 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00 PM Daily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 
Best Polish Food this 

side of Krakow! 
24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 

863-9991 

Geri Johnson 
~B,CRS,GRI 

Gen Jo~nson & ~ssonates 
Kl:ALIOK~ 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

8 
G} 
"'""­o•,.~fl,llll>t>' 

II.!!!!!,~?.!~;. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Liscenced & Insured 
MA Reg# I 05027 
MA Construction 
Supervisor's Liscence # 7543 

Since 1970 

Bob Edwards 
603.239.8389 
413.834.3902 
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~\ GO GREER rAfflllY 
Episode 11: Where's the Meat? 

Bartlett Family 

~RI A .-.. 
BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB­
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Deciding to take advantage of 
some child-free time, Jane 
Robbins-Levine threw together 
the fixings for the night's dinner: 
cwried soybean soup, and lentil 
split pea loaf fortified with wheat 
ge1m. Next, she zoomed around 
the house vacmuning and picking 
up, before stopping at the kitchen 
table to catch up on bills and 
recordkeeping. 

When Nell finally arrived 
home at 6:45, Jane was ready and 
waiting with their latest bank 
statement. "What's up with these 
debit card charges for Randy's 
Ribs?" she demanded. "And 

TOUR from pg 1 
gralll, in the form of Ristorante 
DiPaolo, a handsomely renovat­
ed addition to the Avenue A dis­
trict, purchased for $1 from the 
town of Montague as a derelict 
wreck a few years back. Now it 

Robbins-Levine Family 

Jane, 34 
Biology Professor 

Nell, 32 
Fiber Artist 

look, here's one for Little Mo's 
Burgers. Even friggin' 
MacDonalds! How Could 
You!!!!" 

"Ummm," Nell mumbled. 
"You realize this blows our 

whole strategy for the food chal­
lenge out of the water, right! 
What were you thinking?" 

"I just got these cravings, 
Jane. At first I thought I'd just 
fodge a little on the food diary 

is a successfol night spot feattrr­
ing top-of-the-line Italian din­
ing. 

They continued down the 
Avenue, ad1niring the restored 
brick buildings that once 
housed choice regional water-

AVAILABLE POSITION 

Manager for Senior Meals Program 
Nine hours per week (Tues, Wed, Thurs, 10 a.m. to 1 pm. only) for 
Senior Dining Center in Montague. Heat and serve noontime meal; 
recmit, train and work with FCHCC approved volunteers to help 
serve meals; provide accurate repo1ts and program statistics to central 
office. Requires good math and record.keeping ability, excellent com­
munication skills and sensitivity to needs of elders. Submit resume & 
cover letter to: Elizabeth Foster, DHR, Franklin County Home Care 
C01p., 330 Montague City Rd., Ste. 1, Tumers Falls, MA 01376 or 
call (413) 773-5555 for an application. Submit by 5/21/10 to be in 
first round of review. AA/EOE 

AVATI,ABLE POSITION 

Information Systems Specialist 
Part-time, 20 hrs/wk. Regional Housing Authority seeks "people per­
son" to provide in-house IT services for 30 employees. 
Responsibilities include tech suppo1t, troubleshooting and training on 
hardware and software for PCs and other office technology including 
individual and netv.•ork printers, e-copier, voicemail system, etc., and 
assisting with implementation of electronic document management 
system. Minimum qualifications: Two years experience configuring 
and troubleshooting hardware, softv.•are and operating systems, and 
supporting staff in softv.•are applications. Knowledge of MS 
Windows OS 98/2000/XP and MS Office 97/2000/2003 required. 
Experience with database management, Crystal Repo1ts, web page 
maintenance and SQL desirable. Competitive wage plus benefits. 
Complete job description & required application available at 
,v,vwfchra.org/employment.htm. Submit with letter, wage require­
ments and resume to Laura Thome, lthorne@fcrhra.org. Applications 
accepted until position is filled. 

Equal Opportunity Employer. 

and the judges would never 
know, but, then, well ... some peo­
ple saw me eating at Little Mo's. 
I'm really sony," Nell confessed 
sheepishly. 

Gerry, 59 Beverly, 52 Jayden, 16 Connor, 14 
'- Software Engineer Business Owner 

Still in her pajamas, Jayden 
Brutlett scrunched herself into 
the couch with a bag of chips and 
plugged in her iPod to tune out 
her brother's shouts. Connor was 
frantically firing his lazer gtm at 
an army of slime-coated aliens 
on the frunily's giant plasma TV 
screen. 

Listening to the Dumpster 
Divers crank out their hit ttme 
'Tm Licking My Lips" remind­
ed Jayden for the tenth time of 
Alex Tinker and that huge sinile 

ing holes like the Montague Inn 
and the American House, now 
part of the tidily maintained 
Power Town apartment com­
plex. They continued past the 
beauty and nail salons, did not 
stop at the AB Plus auction 
house, and took in the renovat­
ed Moultenbrey and Crocker 
Bank Building before crossing 
back to the Hallmark Galle1y 
for a pep talk from Franklin 
County Chamber of Commerce 
president Ann Hamilton. 

The developers' tour was 
arranged by Mass 
Development, the state of 
Massachusetts' financing and 
development authority. Mass 
Development's Robe1t Culver 
said his agency was working 
with the legislattrre in Albany to 
pass a visitors tax to bring in 
much-needed revenue from all 
the New Yorkers who have been 

he had given her at the Go Green 
Family kickoff. She decided to 
give in to her curiosity, and grab­
bing her laptop, typed "Alex 
Tinker" into Google's search 
engine. 

Cripes. No hits at all. But 
what about Facebook? She did a 
quick search on "Dumpster 
Divers" and was rewru·ded with a 
list of group members. Up 
popped a photo of Alex. Damn, 
he was cute. 

Jayden was considering 
whether to give him a poke or 
send him a message when the tel­
evision screen went blank. 
Connor sat down beside her and 

moving no1th to the Bay State 
recently. Good luck getting any­
thing through the legislatt1re in 
Albany. 

Lisa Robinson of Hallmark 
said the photography school has 
been "growing by leaps and 
botmds," although she later 
admitted the student body at 
Hallmark was now 180, ten 
more than the size of the gradu­
ating class six years ago. 

Still, the developers seemed 
impressed that a steady pool of 
photography stt1dents rettuned 
to Tmners each year to bolster 
the occupancy rates at down­
town rentals. "We don't have 
dormitories," Robinson 
stressed. 

And town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio pointed 
through the ceiling toward the 
30-plus office workers at the 
Northeast Foundation for 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE UVING POUGE lOG All OK 

yanked off her earbuds. 
"Jayden, do you realize we 

haven't had any bacon, chicken, 
pork chops - acrually any meat 
since we've been eating off dad's 
new menu? He never said we 
were ttuning into vegetarians!" 

"Yeah, it took me a week to 
realize he had us going meat­
less," admitted Jayden, grabbing 
back her earbuds. "The food has 
been fabulous." 

Continued next issue. 
Missed an episode? Want to 
learn more about the Go Green 
families? Visit ,wv11(montague­
ma.net. 

Children as another anchor ten­
ant in the downtown creating 
foot traffic for shops and restau­
rants. 

Abbondanzio started to 
explain how the brick building 
to the rear in the 2nd Street 
alley had also been pa1t of the 
town's commercial home­
steading program, sold to the 
NEFC for $1. "They put a half 
Inillion dollars wo1th of renova­
tions into that building, and 
now it's used as a seminar 
space," he began, but John 
Waite of the Franklin Cotmty 
Commtmity Development Coip 
took that moment to cut in. 

"Let's get over to 
Greenfield!" Waite cried, and 
the developers packed them­
selves back on the bus and 
~eaded off across the •■ 
nver. 1111 

T D Unl wfi I D • C, d 3:00 p.m. One-car 
rees own, a U nvers 1te motor vehicle acci-

wire at a Northfield Road 
address. Found to be phone 
wire, advised homeowner. 

7:03 p.m. Report of a tree 
down on East Main Street, 
blocking eastbound lane. 
Removed tree, Mass 
Highway notified. 

Tuesday, 5/4 Montague police with an dent at Route 2 and 
4:30 p.m. Assisted unwanted male at a Bridge 2A Orange an1buLmce and 
Montague police on Street address. fire on scene. 
Highland Street with a tree 1nuaday, 5/6 Il:30 p.m. Assisted 
on the wires. Montague 7:40 a.m. Citation issued to Northfield police with an 
highway removed same. alarm at Pioneer High 
5:00 p.m. Assisted School. 
Montague police on Lake for operating a motor vehicle Friday, 5/9 
Pleasant Road with a tree on with a revoked registration, 10:59 a.m. Report of a dis­
the wires. Roadway shut uninsured and unlicensed. turbance at a French King 
down due to blockage. 12:36 p.m. Requested to Highway address. Spoke to 
Wednesday, 5/5 check the welfare of a san1e, verbal only. 
7:32 p.m. Assisted Northfield Road resident. 3:10 p.m. Report of a low 

Saturclay, 5/10 
12:28 p.m. Citation issued 

or operating a motor v e 
without insurance, revoked 
registration and failure to 
wear seatbelt. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Locally owned since 1941 
Jf, 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413-773-1105 

LOCAL SERVICE • NATIONAL STRENGTH 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metl ife .com 

/'I loans s.tljed b approval. Cef1ain cxnlitioos 111d fees~- Mo!1age inarong proo,;ded by 

MeCife ttme Loans, a dMsooof Mellfe Bart, NA 8'.cal Hex.sing lender. ©2!XBME1l.FE. INC. @ 
PE.AJIJLJTS©llniled Fea1Lle S)mcate. Inc. L<rof6294{elcp09XAJ Strtes]lDCJ UNDER SC 1 

"Helping 
Seniors 
stay 
comfortable 
in their 
homes 
a specialty• 

Robert Schmid 
Home Repair 
25 years experience 
Licensed and Insured 

Senior Discount 

Carpentry, Painting and Handyman Services 
413-548-9360 rs.home.repair@gmail.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 cjmorin2011@yahoo.com 

• Paving 
• Excavating 

--• Demolition 

• Power. Sweeping 
• andscaping 
• Seal Coating 

~Septi Turpers:Falls,,, 
41!3. 772.2155 

cell: 325.5596 
WVfW • .J>arlowpavingexcavating.com 
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~ 
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a.m. Audience admission for all 
dates: $5. Continues 5/22. 
www.theshea.org. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Nexus. har­
monic eclectic rock. 9 to 11 p.m. 

~ Great Falls Discovery Center, 
~ Turners Falls: Migration 
;;l Celebration! Build a birdhouse 
~ (we'll have all the materials you'll 
S need), play games, make a craft 
§ item to take home with you, have 
~ fun' Also in Spanish. 11 to 2 p.m. 

Free Saturday hot lunch (bbq 
turkey, salads, dessert) with a fam­
ily-friendly focus (puppets, games, 
gardening, alpacas') noon to 3 p.m. 
at the Montague Farm Zen House, 
177 Ripley Road, Montague. Free. 
Transportation available' Please 
call Karen Werner at 367-5275, or 
send her an email at Karen@zen­
peacemakers.com. 

THURSDAY, MAY 13th 
Internationally-acclaimed cellist 
Matt Haimovitz performance to 
benefit The Food Bank and 
Rachel's Table. Renowned for his 
fearless and virtuosic performanc­
es, Haimovitz performs with his 
eight-piece cello ensemble Uccello, 
comprised of top students from 
Montreal's McGill University, for a 
program of new arrangements of 
Jazz classics including arrange­
ments by David Sanford. 7:30 p.m. 
at the National Yiddish Book 
Center, Amherst. Tickets: $18; $5 
for students. 

Tht Haymakers: Rani Arbo and Marl Ertlli ttam up far 
Wendell Full Moon Cojfethome, a rrm d110 pnformanct on 

Sal1lrdt!)1 May 15th, 7:30 p.m .. $8 -115 

Backyard Farm and Garden Fair, 
Montague Center Grange lawn (on 
the common), 10 to 1 p.m., rain or 
shine. Buy, sell, or swap vegetable 
and flower plants and locally grown 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Peter Siegel, Rose Sinclair and Lyon 
Graulty play Western Swing. 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 14th 
Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Steve Nelson with local favorite Dave 
Dersham opening. Nelson has enjoyed 
an eclectic and award-winning career. 8 
p.m. www.stevenelson.org. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, acoustic driven originals. 9 to 11 
p.m. 

Great Falls Coffeehouse, Great Falls 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls Green 
River String Band, 7 to 9 p.m. Alternative 
country originals, bluegrass and old-lime 

fiddle tunes by Mark Koyama, Eveline 
MacDougall, Charlie Conant, & Doug 
Reid. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Francie 
Jones, an Amherst-based, solo 
singer/songwriter. She's spent the past 
year in England performing in venues 
ranging from pubs in London to the 
Jericho Tavern music room in Oxford. Her 
shows consist of mainly original songs, 
with covers from Martha Wainwright, 
Shawn Mullins, the Mountain Goats, and 
others. 7 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls Groove 
Shoes (funk from Ghost Quarteters and 
friends) with Flabbergaster. $3 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
MAY 14th to 16th 
JaDuke Inc. presents Noises Off. Hilarity 
and mind-boggling mayhem written by 
Michael Frayn, Noises Off premiered in 
London in 1982, winning both the 
Evening Standard and the Olivier awards 
for Best Comedy, and ran in the West 
End for nearly five years. It opened on 
Broadway in 1983 and was nominated 
for the Tony Award for Best Play. Friday & 
Saturday at 8 p.m. Sunday at 2 p.m. Al 
the JaDuke Black Box Theater, 110 
Industrial Blvd., Turners Falls. $12; $10 
for 65 and over or 12 and under. 
www.jaduke.com. 

SATURDAY, MAY 15th 
Athol Bird & Nature Club outing: 
Northfield Birding Trip, led by Mark Taylor 
and Bob Coyle (978-249-6083). 
Participants should meet at the Center at 
6 30 a.m. or join the group at the country 
club parking lot in Northfield at 9 a.m. 

Valley Idol, Jr, an a cappella singing 
competition for students 8 to 17 years old 
at The Shea Theater. Second round 9 30 

products. No fee. Everyone is wel­
come. There will also be baked goods for 
sale, music jamming, and baby goats! 

The Wendell Free Library presents an 
exhibition of mixed media paintings by 
Morgan Mead. On display through the 
end of June. Artist's reception, 1 :30 to 
3:30 p.m. 

Wendell Library's monthly series of 
Science Fiction and Horror movies shows 
the 1976 classic horror film Carrie, rated 
R. (98 min.). at 7:30 p.m. Free admission 
but seating is limited. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse, 
Wendell: The Haymakers: Rani Arbo and 
Marl Ere/Ii, a rare duo performance, 7:30 
p.m .. $8 to $15 Info: (978) 544-5557 or 
www.wendel/ful/moon.org. Partial pro­
ceeds to benefit the Wendell Fire 
Department. 

Echo Lake Coffeehouse in the town hall, 
Leverett: Joe Jencks, award-winning 
singer/songwriter, entertainer, and edu­
cator performs. 7:30 p.m. $10 to $12. 
Info: (413) 548-9394 or 
www.joejencks.com. 

The Shea Theater's Fifth Annual Valley 
Idol continues, 7 p.m. www.theshea.org 
Audience Admission: $10, $12 at door. 
Grand Finale: 5/22 at 8 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MAY 16th 
Museum of Our Industrial Heritage Open 
House, 11 to 4 p.m. The museum's arti­
fact collection of Franklin County of cut­
lery, tools, and machinery is located at 2 
Mead Street, Greenfield. Hands-on activ­
ities for children, free admission. 
www.industrialhistory.org. 

Deja Brew, Wendell An Irish Session 
with Amanda Bernhard and Jonathan 
Hohl Kennedy 8 to 10 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 18th 
Performances for Young People Series at 
the Shea Theater, Turners Falls. 
Theatreworks USA presents Junie B. 
Jones! Fast paced, full-scale musical is 
adapted from the children's best selling 
series, Junie B. Jones by Barbara Park. 
Singing, dancing and loads of life lessons 
circle around Junie's adventures with 
new friends, new glasses, kick-ball tour­
naments and all of the angst ridden situ­
ations that a grade-schooler might write 
of in their journal!. Two shows: 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Info or reservations, call the 
Shea Theater. (413) 863-2281. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19th 
Great Falls Farmers Market. On the lawn 
near the Discovery Center, Avenue 
A.Turners Falls. 2 to 6 p.m. Rain or shine 
every Wednesday. 

THURSDAY, MAY 20th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Songbirds of the Northeast a 90-
minute power point presentation featur­
ing both recordings and photographs of 
our native and introduced songbirds. 
Habitat, migration, diets, life cycles, and 
survival strategies are also explored. 
Handouts with information about bird 
clubs, nature centers, recommended 
books and websites, and instructions on 
attracting songbirds are made available 
at the conclusion of the program. 7 to 
8:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 21st 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Cabinet, a mix of bluegrass with a rockin' 
good time attitude. The six piece band 
from Scranton Wilkes-Barre features 
eclectic instrumentation, including a fid­
dle, mandolin, and upright bass. 9:30 
p.m. www.cabinetmusic.com. 

, 

e~tat 
------------
Now Home Delivery 
Thursday - Sunday 

Nights 
Dally Specials 

Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays Iii 10:00 p.m. 

•• 

Ill SPIT THI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS- Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Frte ( excq,I some trips), open to !0&0! 

tuns. Some require permission slips. 
I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 

Hot Spot Teen Center is in 
The Brick House 

24 Tiw:d Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 

15 

GREENFIELD 
f;,&.1)1)1:~ 

CINEMAS 
Main Sl Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 
www.gardencinemas.net 

Showtimes for 
Fri. May 14th to Thurs., May 20th 

1. OCEANS 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 Gin DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. IRONMAN2 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 PG13 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 
DRAGON 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 
4. DATE NIGHT 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 

PG in 3D 
3:00 

PG13 

FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 2:15 
5. A NIGHTMARE ON ELM 
STREET 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. LETTERS TO JULIET 

R 

DAILY 6:30 9:00 PG in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. ROBIN HOOD 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG13 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

thgvoo.ngt 

'18 THII> STREET 
TURIIERS FILLS 

.....,_.....;;::z=--e-.~l.'4,AIJ,,HM, 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monument.s ¥-1fiYJVC 

~~ ~ People often come to see us 
because their parents 
ond their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
rhot kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 

The perfect remembrance· 

~" We engr'!ve cf 
memories 

J that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

Rough Winds of May 
I think of myself 

primarily as a veg­
etable gardener, and 

• it's true that in the gar­
den plots my focus is 
generally small crops 
of homegrown orgainc 
vegetables chosen 
both for fresh taste and 
known origin. But the 

• yard and the veggie 
MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK plots ai·e ringed with 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - After the 
unseasonable waimth of April, 
the air is cool, we're in a windy 
patch, and there's been plenty of 
rain. 

As often seems the case, the 
loveliest of flowers, as least to 
my mind, have been extraordi­
narily lush but also sho1t-lived. 
My daffodils were eai·ly and pro­
fuse, but have succumbed to heat 
and the lashings of wind and 
water. The lilacs' heady fra­
grance is wailing. They too have 
not enjoyed the heat, nor the sub­
sequent wind and water. 

Even my beloved Lily of the 
Valley is moving quickly from 
bright white fragrance to brown. 

Luckily, there are many love­
ly blooms, both perennial and 
annual, to come. 

flowering of a low­
maintenai1ce kind. 

The edges of the yard sport 
fmit trees: apricot, apple and 
bluebeny. Also flowering 
quince, azalea, dogwood, laurel, 
and beauty bush. 

The vegetable plots are ringed 
with roses, lilies, iris and 
peonies. These non-demanding 
bouquets give a feast to the eyes 
long before much produce for the 
tongue is ready. 

Blossoms of all kinds break 
up the visual monochrome of the 
greens much in the way we often 
add a bright splash of color in 
cushions or rugs or cmtains to 
change the landscape of our 
indoor rooms. 

Two of my women friends ai·e 
artists. They both also grow 
immense floral gardens as an 
additional palette. Visiting these 

Irasnu Art Barnes into Town 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREAT FALLS - A traveling 
national a1t exhibit, consisting of 
recycled works of rut made from 
mate11als people once regai·ded 
as trash, has picked up a number 
of works from local artists and 
will soon be landing at the for­
mer Pm·e Light Galle1y, at 37 
Tlnrd Street, in Tm11ers Falls. 

New York City based "Alt 
from Detritus" cmator Vernita 
Nemec said, "Tins show instills 
in viewers' minds tl1e value of 
recycled mate11als and presents 
ways to use trash creatively, 
rather than discarding and pollut­
ing om planet. 

"Making rut witl1 what would 
have otl1erwise become trash is 
tl1e ultimate level of recycling 
and reuse," added Nemec, "for 
people rai·ely throw away art. 
Transfo1ming trash into a1t 

makes the valueless priceless." 
This exhibit, celebrating its 

16th anniversaiy tom, is notable 
for its local exhibition space as 
well. 

"The Purelight Galle1y is 
located in a recycled building in 
a recycled town," said galle1y 
owner Vern McLish, Nemec's 
brother. "Tmners Falls was once 
supp01ted by tl1e logging and 
paper indust:I-ies, and tl1en in tl1e 
'60s hosted a lnppie commune 
and recording studios. After a 
time, all tl1at faded and fell to 
pieces. Today tile town is re­
emerging as an aitist commwnty 
on the timeless Connecticut 
River." 

Pm·elight Galle1y's space was 
once a grocery store, a plumbing 
supply ai1d a junk shop. The cm­
rent owners, Vern and Jan 
McClish, bought the building 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 s 

gai·dens is an incredible feast for 
the eye, with colors chosen for 
season and compatibility with 
others. They ai·e spectaculai·. 

My flowers ai·e not so. I prefer 
the softer shades of lavender, 
pink, rose, white, and yellow. I 
do not suffer flowering plai1ts 
that require extreme care and 
tending. I am always on the look­
out for repeat bloomers that will 
tolerate the changeable New 
England seasons, and like the 
rest ofus, grow on despite adver­
sity. 

Having said tins, I have put 
much energy into hanging on to 
the peach-colored azalea we 
plai1ted some twenty years ago, 
even though it has been incredi­
bly susceptible of late to defolia­
tion by a voracious green inch­
wonn and its fainily of relatives. 
I am thrilled to report that at last 
the remedy of pre-emergent 
treatment has worked! 

This season I waited for a still 
evening, and was finally able to 
coat tl1e bare branches of this 
bush with an organic soapy mix. 
The plant has leafed out now, and 
what leaves there are look 
healthy. There are also two blos­
som heads. 

If it cai1 smvive this season, I 
will make sme to pretreat it in the 

when it was caved in and unin­
habitable. They have restored 
and recycled tile building into 
apa1tments, and studios. Once 
tl1ey offered a yeai· round gallery 
at Pm·e Light, tl1en a yoga studio 
came and went, and now a cre­
ative shared office space is 
emerging. 

The idea of recycling cast off 
mate11als into works of rut is cer­
tainly not new to Tmners Falls, 
nor to tl1e fo1mer Pm·e Light 
Gallery, where Nina Rossi organ­
ized Re: Work in 2005, with about 
a dozen local artists cont:I-ibuting 
work faslnoned out of leftovers 
of tl1e indust:I-ial processes from 
Montague manufactmers such as 
Light Life Foods, Judd Wire, 
Ma1tin Machine, and Heat Fab. 

Rossi is one of a nmnber of 
local aitists who will be con­
t:I-ibuting new work to the 
Det:I-itus show at tile Pm·e Light 
next week, where one of her 
pieces, called Extinction, will be 
on display. 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. J 

SOLAR ELECTRIC 
Sales, Parts & Service 

future in hopes of recreating 
those eai·lier seasons of lush 
green growt:11 and many blooms. 
If not, I will cut it down and find 
ai1other that is less demanding. 

The conditions that have 
accelerated tl1e seasonal flower­
ing of spring blossoms have also 
brought out a huge crop of bm­
geoning weeds. The solution for 
this problem is mulch, mulch and 
more mulch of whatever type 
you prefer. 

When the winds recede, I am 
going to lay out cardboard as an 
initial inte1vention to snuff out 
these invaders. Later I will 
choose black plastic for tl1e "hot" 
bed for tomatoes, peppers and 
squash and newspaper or land­
scaping cloth for tl1e bed of peas, 
beans and other cooler crops. I 
do not plan to spend much time 
pulling weeds. I'd much rather 
put my energy into side dressing 
things with compost and manme 
ai1d watering when the season 
requires. 

The "lasagna" gardening in 
the new strawbeny bed looks 
good so far. The grandbaby 
plai1ts winch smvived tunnng 
m1der are tluifty and blooming. 
The new sta1ts ai·e beginiling to 
stretch above tl1e layers of news­
paper and are showing green 
leaves. This bed will still need a 
mulclling top layer of straw or 
hay, and then will be good to let 
grow. Wlnle tl1ere will only be a 
small crop of pickable ben-ies 
this season, it will be fun to have 

Witll an aitist's intuitive sense 
of timing, as clean-up workers 
scom the beaches of Louisiai1a 
and Alabama to keep spilled oil 
away from nesting grounds, 
Rossi described Extinction as "a 
new piece showing tile head of 
bird done in roofing tar," repre­
senting the snowy egret, a 
species now extinct. Rossi said 
tile piece is "a negative image" in 
more ways than one, with 
mashed-up rejects of old technol­
ogy, pieces of Kodak caineras 
and floppy discs sharing space 
with tl1e negative of a bird no 
longer tl1ere. 

See tllis and otl1er provocative 
art made from recycled deb11s at 
tile Pme Light Galle1y "Alt from 
Det:I-itus" show through July, 
with ai1 ope11ing on F11day, May 
21st, from 6 to 9 pm. Schools 
and otl1er commwnty orgailiza­
tions are invited to schedule 
group visits at (774) 641-1201. 

Whatever you t1link of this rut, 
you can't say it's garbage. 

May 13, 2010 

some as I snip the blossoms on 
the new plants to let them fully 
develop for next year's crop. 

The pre-sta1ted lettuce and 
spinach plants I set out early are 
doing very well. I've already 
been able to scissor off a couple 
of servings, leaving the root plant 
to produce more. Which they 
have. This has been much more 
productive tl1an seeding tl1e earth 
in eai·ly spring. 

These plants I started early 
inside before setting out have 
been as vigorous as tl1e seed I 
sowed one fall that came up 
strong tl1e following sp11ng. The 
advantage to either of these 
methods is a New Englai1der's 
special. Plant early seed or 
seedlings and be ready for tl1e 
right growing time for tl1at pai·­
ticular year's combination of 
water, sun and temperatme. 

There ai·e many more garden­
ing conducive environments tl1an 
New England. On the other 
hai1d, at least to my mind, tl1ere is 
no more agreeable human grow­
ing environment. I relish the 
chai1ges of the season and tl1e 
regular conversations about tl1e 
vagai-ies of tl1e climate. Even 
though I run only an adopted 
member of tins rugged com1try, I 
wouldn't choose anywhere else. 
The people of tins space have 
wrestled with rocky teITain ai1d 
chai1geable climate for centuries 
to grow food and flower. There 
are powerful reasons ofhea1t ai1d 
soul that we ai·e still here. 

It} too soon to tel4 but Michelle 
Brooks of Sunderland will be a 

strong contender. The contest continues, 
with $1,000 for the top prize winner, 

on Saturday, Mtry 15th and Mtry 
22nd at the Shea Theater in Turners. 

Ticket sales support the Shea. 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials Gia,, 15, &111,120, App,tittrJ 110 

Upcoming June 11th 
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2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 
www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.•fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5 

Farm Store Open 
Thu. Fri. Sat. 12 - 5pm 

Emu Meat, Eggs & Oil Products 

66 French King Hwy. 
Gill Ma 01354 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
The Scoop on Vitamin D 

neys ai·e less able to convert vita­
min D to its active ho1mone 
fo1m 

Recent sh1dies indicate that 
vitamin D reduces the risk of 
falling, which is especially dan­
gerous for seniors. However, to 
obtain the benefits of the vita­
min, you must take 700 to 1000 
ill a day. These sh1dies buttress 
other research that has shown 
that vitamin D improves 
strength, balance and bone health 
in the elderly. 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm 68 years 
old and I want to lrnow how 
much Vi,tamin D you need to be 
healthy. 

The U.S. lnstih1te of 
Medicine of the National 
Academy of Sciences has estab­
lished Adequate Intake (AI) lev­
els for vitamin D. The daily lev­
els in International Units (TIJ) for 

DRIVERS from pg 1 
by Southworth Company will 
increase substantially. Tractor 
trailer tmcks backing into the mill 
need to first cut across traffic to 
tum into the yard of the Franklin 
County Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority before 
backing up across traffic into 
either a long driveway or one of 
two bays to the mill. Neither of 
these doors is extra wide. 

Compounding the problem is 
that the slope into the doo1ways 
tilts as well as slopes, making it a 
ve1y tricky maneuver, paiticulai·­
ly for a driver new to tlie sihiation 
and tlie pressure of lines of traffic 
backing up into the next county 
during repeated maneuvers. 

eve1yone are as follows accord­
ing to age: 

• Under the age of 50: 200 ill 
• From 50 to 70 years-old: 

400TIJ 
• Over 70 years-old: 600 ill 

The recommended upper limit 
for vitamin D is 2,000 ru a day. 
Vitamin D can be toxic when 
taken in higher doses. Vitamin D 
is included in most multivita­
mins, usually in strengths from 
50 ru to 1,000 ru. Vitamin D 
toxicity is rare. There is a greater 
risk of poisoning if you have 
liver or kidney conditions, or if 
you take some diuretics. 

There are different fo1ms of 
Vitamin D. The major fo1ms -
the ones impo1tant to humans -

Southwortli would have liked 
a conventional traffic light to stop 
oncoming traffic and give their 
tmcks time to make the three­
point hun. The mill requested a 
stop light achiated by a button 
inside the mill, like a pedestrian 
Walk button. 

That is not going to happen. 
A proposal hashed out by 

installer Ray Myers from 
No1thup Electric Company, 
Pelletier, of SPS, John Jablonski, 
electrical Inillwright for 
Southworth, resident engineer 
Bob Demers of the Mass DoT, 
and DoT traffic engineers Bao 
Lang and Trung Vo settled on a 
flashing yellow light. 

According to Massachusetts 

NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SELECTBOARD: 
Affordable Housing Consultant Comes to Call 

On Tuesday, Karen 
Sunnaborg, an independent hous­
ing consultant from Jamaica 
Plain, came to consult with the 
Leverett selectboard on their 
plans to invest $77,570 ah-eady 
set aside in an Community 
Prese1vation Act t111st for afford­
able housing. Over time, more 
money will flow to the CPA fond 
from a voluntaiy surchai-ge on 
local real estate ti·ansactions, and 
tlie selectboai·d has been working 
to determine the best means of 
directing that money. 

Board members told 
Sunnaborg tliey did not favor hy­
ing to meet state crite1-ia under 

Chapter 40-B for tlie creation of 
affordable housing in town, but 
merely wanted to "go down a 
road that makes sense to us," as 
Peter d'En-ico put it. 

The board contemplates either 
a m01tgage buy-down program 
with pe1manent deed resti-ictions 
to maintain affordability, or some 
siinilar program tliat allows the 
town to instih1te a lottery tliat 
favors present town residents, 
their children or town employees 
who may be facing financial 
obstacles to homeownership in 
town. 

Sunnaborg advised tlie boai·d 
on the legalities of such an 

are vitamin D2 and vitamin D3. 
Vitamin D2 is synthesized by 

plants. We get vitamin D in our 
diet. Very few foods in nah1re 
contain vitamin D. It is found in 
eggs, dairy products, fish, oys­
ters and cod liver oil. Foods, 
such as Inilk, may be fo1tified 
with vitamin D2 or D3. Fo1tified 
foods provide most of the vita­
min D in the American diet. 

Vitamin D3 is synthesized in 
human skin when it is exposed to 
sunlight. About 10 minutes of 
daily exposure to still is consid­
ered enough to prevent deficien­
cies. 

Vitamin D's primaiy job is to 
maintain n01mal amounts of cal­
cium and phosphoms in your 
blood. Vitamin D helps keep 

law, a flashing yellow light 
requires drivers to use caution. 
The proposals first need to be 
drawn up on paper and subinitted 
for approval. The contract will 
then be subinitted to SPS for cost 
estimates and sent back to the 
Do T for final approval. 

One light is proposed to be 
attached to a plate secured on the 
west end of tlie traffic bridge next 
to the pedestrian walkway over 
the canal. Threaded rods will 
replace rivets to serve double 
duty securing tlie bridge girder, 
previously secured by the rivets, 
and tlie new plate holding the 
support for tlie flashing traffic 
light. 

Another flashing traffic light 

approach and said, "When you 
take away the layer of state [ 40-
B] requirements, things become a 
lot more flexible." She proinised 
to forward a housing plan with a 
scope of se1vices for the boai·d to 
review in the next weeks. 

Bmce Hunter of the Franklin 
County Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority also 
discussed housing with the boai·d, 
in this case the no-interest loan 
housing rehab program for low 
and moderate income residents. 

Htillter said the town has 
$90,000 left to spend in this 
yeai·'s Community Development 
Block Gmnt allotment, enough to 
typically coITect code violations 
and weatherize three homes. 
Leverett has a separate account 

your bones strong. Reseai·ch sug­
gests that vitamin D may protect 
us not only from osteoporosis 
(loss of bone density) but also 
from high blood pressure, can­
cer, hea1t disease, diabetes, mul­
tiple sclerosis and psoriasis. 

Populations at a high risk for 
vitamin D deficiencies include 
the elderly, obese individuals and 
people with limited Still expo­
sure. Osteomalacia - also known 
as adult rickets - is found in 
older patients deficient in vita­
Inin D. Osteomalacia causes 
bone and muscle weakness. 

People older than 50 ai·e at 
increased risk of developing vita­
min D insufficiency. As people 
age, skin cannot synthesize vita­
min D as efficiently, and the kid-

will be fastened to the guai·d rail 
on the south side at the end of the 
White Bridge on the approach 
from Greenfield. Botli lights will 
be powered sepai-a.tely by batter­
ies chai·ged by individual solai· 
ainys. The flashing lights will be 
controlled by sepaiate hai·dwired 
timers set to activate the lights 
from 5 a.m. to 4 p m., the hours 
tiucks make deliveries. 

There was no mention of 
weekends. 

Solai· aiTays and batteries won 
out because the presence ofledge 
eliininated consideration of 
installing conventional electi-icity 
underground from tlie mill. 

Once traffic leaving Turners 
Falls is diverted to tlie White 

with $104,000 in revolving fonds 
from this program, and Hunter 
said that money could be used to 
help tlie town install new wells at 
homes on Teawaddle Hill Road, 
downgmdient from the fo1mer 
landfill, provided those home­
owners meet income guidelines. 

Chair Rich Brazeau said the 
boai·d may seek zoning changes 
to prevent new homes from being 
built in this area of town, due to a 
plume of contaminants threaten­
ing groundwater neai· tlie fo1mer 
landfill. 

The board will seek assistance 
from town clerks from neighbor­
ing towns to fill in as needed 
while Lisa Stratford is out on 
extended medical leave, said 
boai·d member Julie Shively. 

Each year, one third of people 
65 and older, and one half of peo­
ple 50 and older fall at least once. 
Almost one-tenth of these falls 
puts their victims in an emer­
gency room. Many seniors who 
fall end up in nursing homes. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

Bridge, trailer t111ck drivers 
attempting deliveries at 
Southwo1th are in for an 

ev~n more difficult 1■■""' 
senes of maneuvers. ~ 
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