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Wendell Receives 
$1.3 Million USDA loan 

JOSH HEINEMANN 
The town of Wendell 
has been approved for a 
$1.3 million United 
States Department of 
Agriculture loan, tmder 
the Rural Development 
Program, to help finance 
the construction of a 
new libra1y and town 
office building, along 
with the public water 
supply and septic sys­
tem for those buildings. 
Selectboard member 
Dan Keller said the town 
received word of the 
loan late last week, and 
he said the approval, 
"improves the financing 
for the projects dramati­
cally." 

"In rotmd numbers," 
Keller continued, "the 
four projects will cost 
the town $3 .2 million, of 
which the town has 
approved taking $1 mil­
lion from stabilization." 
The Massachusetts 
Board of Libra1y 
Commissioners has 
approved a $926,000 
grant toward the con­
strnction of the new 
libraiy. The USDA loan 

will make up the balance 
of payment remaining 
for the four mtminipal 
construction projects. 

"We've been hoping 
all along for this news," 
said Keller. "The USDA 
offers by fai· the most 
advantageous terms, 
with 20 to 40 year, fixed 
rate financing. We can 
pay the balance back at 
any time without penal­
ty. And the interest rates 
ai·e a bargain beyond our 
most optimistic expecta­
tion, at 4.375%." No 
bonding fee will be 
required for the loan, 
saving the town an esti­
mated $30,000. 

At their May 3rd 
meeting, the board 
signed contracts and 
notices to proceed for 
Davenpo1t Construction 
of Greenfield to build 
the town center septic 
system, for $238,000, 
and for Handford 
Construction of Spring­
field to build the new 
town office and the new 
libra1y for $2,357,255. 
Construction should 
sta1t by the end of May, 

see WENDELL pg 12 
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Ja' Duke Plans to Expand 
NEW CLASSROOMS, PERFORlvlANCE SPACE PROPOSED FOR INDUSTRIAL PARK 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Nick Waynelovich is a 
busy man. When he's not 
playing in a professional 
swing band, producing 
musicals or nmning the 
TV studio at Mohawk 
Regional High, he is 
orchestrating the perfor­
mance arts education of 
200 students at the 
Ja'Duke Center for the 
Performing Arts. His cur­
rent production of Beauty 
and the Beast is garnering 
sell-out crowds at the 
Shea Theater, which he 
has served in various roles 
since its inception, as 
board president, director 
of the Shea Swing 
Orchestra, and the impre­
sario behind the live 
fundraising Shea Radio 
Days on WHAI. Since he 
resigned from the Shea's 
board of directors to 
found Ja'Duke nine years 
ago, Waynelovich has 
brought 60 musicals to the 
stage there. 

Now, Waynelovich is 
moving up. With space 
nmning out for students in 
his classes and audience 
members at his produc-

Nick Waynelovich, who has brought 60 musicals to the Shea Theater, hopes to build a 
performing arts education center and theater next to the Franklin County Technical School. 

tions at the Shea, he has 
annotmced plans to build 
a pe1fonning arts educa­
tional center and perfor­
mance space next to the 
Franklin County Tech 
School, on Industrial 
Boulevard on the Hill in 
Tumers Falls. 

Two years ago, 
Waynelovich, with his 
daughters Kimberly and 
Lisa, fo1med the family 
corporation that became 
the town's first tenants at 

the renovated Colle Opera 
House, next door to the 
Shea. "When we opened 
Ja'Duke Center for the 
Perfo1ming Arts," in the 
1500-square-foot base­
ment space at the Colle, 
"we expected 30 sh1-
dents," Waynelovich told 
the Montague planning 
board on Tuesday, May 
9th. "We opened to 100 
students. Now we have 
200. We can't do it with 
what we have anymore. 

We are bursting at the 
seams." 

Waynelovich said his 
company has been forced 
to him away potential 
audience members at their 
last three perfo1mances at 
the Shea, and noted, "It is 
impossible to schedule 
more events (there) with­
out impacting other resi­
dent companies' sched­
ules." 

For these reasons, 
see JA' DUKE pg 12 

lake Grove Site Plan Nears Approval tl ;6{Zautg of a P~ormane{Z 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
WENDELL The 
Wendell planning board 
appears to be heading 
toward approval, with 
conditions, on the con­
tentious site plan review 
for Lake Grove at Maple 
Valley School's expan­
sion. The school has pro­
posed building a bam and 
animal pens on the fo1mer 
Fiske property at 97 
Wendell Depot Road, to 
house a therapeutic fa1m 
animal program for stu­
dents of the residential 
school. Lake Grove direc­
tor Roland Paulauskas has 
said only the best behaved 
students from among the 
67 emotionally dishlrbed 
boys and yotmg men at 
Lake Grove will be 
allowed to use the fa1m 
program, and he expects 

the responsibility of car­
ing for fa1m animals to be 
of benefit to them. But 
abutters have spoken out 
against the expansion, 
saying they fear it will 
overextend Lake Grove's 
ability to keep track of its 
students, some of whom 
have gone AWOL or 
tmaccotmted for on 
school grounds in the 
past. 

The planning board 
seemed to be snuggling to 
balance the concerns of 
both sides as they contin­
ued to deliberate on the 
matter until late into the 
evening on Tuesday, May 
9th. Among the prelimi­
na1y specific findings the 
board proposed was one 
stating, "The planning 
board finds the barn, ani­
mal pens, gardens, main-

tenance buildings, skate 
park, and related farm 
activities are sufficiently 
related to the non-profit 
institution's (Lake Grove 
at Maple Valley) mis­
sion," indicating approval 
of the plan would be 
forthcoming. 

The board held general 
discussion of at least four 
conditions for approving 
the pe1mit, including one 
that would stipulate that 
Lake Grove at Maple 
Valley form an adviso1y 
boai·d during the present 
calendar yeai·, to include 
the police chief and 
neighbors, to advise Lake 
Grove on activities relat­
ed to the use of land tmder 
site plan review. Other 
conditions tmder discus­
sion include one stipulat-

see GROVE pg 10 

BY NICOLE KAPISE 
TURNERS FALLS -
Who better to critique a 
faiiy tale brought to life 
on stage than a seven­
year-old? My daughter 
was thrilled to accompany 
me on Sahrrday, May 6th's 
to Ja'Duke Production's 
perfo1mance of Disney's 
Beauty and the Beast, the 
stage edition of the ani­
mated masterpiece. With 
her blue eyes the size of 
singing teacups, Alyson­
Rose gave director Nick 
Waynelovich her ultimate 
review: "I loved the 
whole thing!" And I 
hea1tily agree. 

With great music, mag­
nificent vocals and fantas­
tic costumes, the Ja'Duke 
company gives Beauty 

see BEAUTY pg 14 
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Patn'ck McGuire as the Beast and Valerie Mosher 
as Belle star in Beau!) and the Beast. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Interactive Toy 

Buffy 
Buffy is a sho1t-haired cat in 

need of a good home. Buffy is a 
solid buff tabby (hence the 
name) and he's known as a big, 
lovable mush. He is playful and 
friendly and loves interactive 
toys, but he'll also jump at the 
chance to just cuddle with you 
as well. 

He has lived happily with 
dogs and sounds like an tenific 
family pet. 

For more info on adopting 
Buffy, please contact the Dakin 
Animal Shelter in Leverett at 
548-9898 or via email at 
info@dakinshelter.org. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 
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Writers Wanted 
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arts, features, etc. 

Please call 863-8666 
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Twners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 
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Tue Montague Repo1ter 
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Adve1tising and copy dead-
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 

Spring Planting 
BY LINDA IIlCKMAN ers to take home. 
TURNERS FALLS- Tue Refreshments will be pro­
annual spring planting pro- vided. The event is free 
gram at the Camegie and no registration is 
Librruy in Tumers Falls is required. The planting pro­
happening Satmday, May gram is cosponsored by 
13, at 2 pm. Yotmg chil- the Community prutner­
dren and their frunilies ru·e ships for Children, a pro­
invited to join master gar- ject of the Massachusetts 
dener Beverly Whitbeck Deprutment of Education. 
for decorating plant con- For more info1mation, 
tainers and planting flow- please call 863-3214. 

SLATE MEMORIAL LIBRARY NEWS 

Wild Edibles 

May 11, 2006 

GILL - Wednesday, June 
7: "Wild Edible Plants of 
Massachusetts" will be 
held from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
at Slate Memorial Library 
in Gill. This workshop is 
a hands-on introduction to 
identification and uses of 

our native plants for food 
and beverage presented 
by naturalist/educator 
John Root. Free, all ages 
welcome; ftmded by the 
Gill Cultural Council and 
the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

This photograph, of a Jimmy Fund donation in the 1970's, is 

from the historical collection of the Montague Police 

Department. Former police chief Red Hughs hands Red Sox 

Carlton Fisk the check. From left to right, pictured are: John 

Skrypek, Red Hughs, Carlton Fisk, Frank Dudek and Tony Pluta. 

When Mother's Day Became Peculiar feel Lille a Brand New Person! 
BY ESTELLE CADE 
GREENFIELD - My mother 
died in early March in 1977. 
Mothers Day of course, is in 
May. Since that time, Mothers 
Day for me has become an odd 
celebration. 

I'd say to my husband, "It's 
now a bit meaningless," and he 
would answer, "But you're a 
mother." 

I'd reply, "Without a mother 
for me to shop for, or buy a 
card for, it somehow doesn't 
seem to count." 

"But you count with us," 
he'd insist. 

Of course, my children 
remember me. I'm apt to 
receive cards at different times, 
and phone calls, sometimes 
days early from my daughter 
Prue, in Australia, as Mothers 
Day is a different date over 
there. Jonathan and his wife 
Kelly always call on the day 
and send a beautiful card - and 
sometimes our schedules allow 

us to get together for lunch. My 
son Alan, (who has always 
marched to his own drummer) 
and his wife might even call on 
a Tuesday, and a card - chosen 
with care and thought to make 
me laugh - will arrive eventual­
ly! I find it rather fun to have 
the day stretched out over sev­
eral - it's less 'ordina1y' that 
way. Now I also receive a dear 
card and a pretty present for 
"Nanni" from my 7-year-old 
grandaughter, Asa, Jonathan 
and Kelly's daughter. 

Now, some thoughts on 
Mothers Day. Have you ever 
noticed, as you browse through 
the card department looking 
for a card for Mother, that if 
you read the word MOTHER 
often enough, it becomes MOT 
HER? Ve1y strange. 

Have you noticed that ads 
for 'Gifts for Mom' have 
changed a lot? Now they fea­
hire nice lingerie, pretty blous­
es, delicious perfumes and 

colognes, no more handker­
chiefs and fancy boxes of fat­
tening chocolates. 

Finally, the ads have surely 
been modernized, no more 
elderly moms in lace collars 
and bad hairdos. Once, back in 
the 1960's, I did a window dis­
play for our store, Cade's 
Flower Shop, on Avenue A in 
Turners Falls. 

One side had a rocking 
chair, an afghan, pretty pots of 
African Violets, and so fo1th. 
On the other - our good friend 
'Skip' Escott, (remember 
Escott's Garage?) kindly put 
one of his big red motorcycles 
in the window, and I did a 
'modem Mom' display, with a 
helmet and vases of the bright­
est flowers we had in stock. We 
created quite a lot of comment 
along the Avenue! 

Mothers Day can be many 
things to many people; these 
are just a few. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Mav 15th -19th 
MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Mon. - Fri. from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. Make 
meal rese1vations a day in 
advance by 11 a.m. Messages 
can be left on the machine 
when the center is closed (863-
9357). Mealsite manager is 
Chris Richer. The center offers 
a hot noon meal weekdays to 
any senior. Transpo1tation to 
the center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is Jean 
Chase. Make tiip rese1vations 
by calling 772-6356. Payment 
and menu choice is due three 
weeks p1ior to tiip. 

Monday, 15th 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :30 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
Tuesday, 16th 

9:30 a.m. Aerobics 
Wednesday, 17th 
IO: I 5 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 18th 
I p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 19th 
IO: I 5 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Elvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. For inf 01mation and 
rese1vations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at (413) 
423-3308. Lunch daily at 
11 :30 a.m. with rese1vations a 
day in advance by 11 :00 a.m. 
Transportation can be provid­
ed for meals, Thursday shop-

ping, or medical necessity by 
calling Dana Moore at (978) 
544-3898. 

Monday, 15th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libraiy 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 16th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 17th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 18th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m Shopping - Orange 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate t.1·anspo1tation. 

With a 
Haircut at 
Ed's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KarriAnn 

"50 Yeat:I' on the Ave" 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

[1 

9uving ood selliog used books 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND f'"LCOR 
SHELBURNE F'ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

LATEX FLAT 
WALLPAINT 

Acrylic Latex Flat 

$24-95/5-gal. 
While supplies last. 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls• 863-4346 

THE 

SHADY 
~-~N 

r » 
,n,_,_r 
~ 

PROl1llfl0fil 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Serving homemade 
soups, fresh seafood, 

homemade desserts and 
homestyle cooking. 

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A 

B63-9636 
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Medicine Mammals Visit Northfield Mountain 
found their state­
licensed facility. 
They and their volun­
teers work tirelessly 
to care for injured 
wildlife (mostly 
mammals) that are 
brought to the Center. 
Anyone who has 
cared for a baby 
through nighttime 
feedings, can have 
some small under­
standing of what it's 
like to bottle-feed 
eight baby squirrels 
every two hours. 

People interested 

"It's just a stone's tllroiO from reality." 

Groceries • Videos • Home Baked Goods 
Beer• Wine• liquor 

MON. ~nti~~fAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

G 

BY BETH BAZLER 
NORTHFIELD - Laughter 
rang through the yurt at 
Northfield Mountain on 
Saturday, May 6th, as Native 
American storytellers Loril 
Moondream and Peter White 
Fox acted out a tale of coy­
ote 'break-dancing' during an 
important ceremonial dance 
of the dog family. Puppets 
and animal skins were used 
or donned as costumes to 
share stories of how animals 
came to be and how we can 
live in peace with them. 
Between stories, participants 
were also introduced to baby 
squirrels, possums and a 
chipmunk, all current resi­
dents at the 'Medicine 
Mammals' Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center in 
Wendell. 

in supporting 
Medicine Mammals 
can find them through 

A young bqy checks out medicine mammal skulls at Northfield Mountain. 

Gifts for 
Mothers Day 

The messages in the sto­
ries and a strong love of ani­
mals are what led 
Moondream and Fox to 

the Mass Wildlife 
website www.mass.gov/­
dfwele/dfw/dfw rehab.htm 
or by calling them at 978-
544-6144. They accept 
injured wildlife or aban­
doned young as long as there 

is space at their facility. 
Weekly programs at 

Northfield Mountain vary 
from family-oriented ones 
like Medicine Mammals to 
adult programs like the 'Fly 
Fishing workshop with Jim 

Lafley,' to be offered on 
Saturday, June 10th. Call 
800-859-2960 to get a copy 
of the summer newsletter, or 
see it at: www.nu.com/north­
field/news.asp. 

Expanded Deli . 
Wide Selection of 

Gluten Free Products 

Main Road, Gill 
863-9006 

Almost the Third Annual Rabbit Run 
Happy Birthday 

Steve! 

BY DOUG TURNER 
NEW SALEM - Now that 
you've rowed with the river 
rats, perhaps you'd be interest­
ed in a nm through the woods 
with the rabbits at the 3rd 
"almost" Annual Rabbit Run in 
New Salem on Saturday, May 
20th. 

Runners are needed for com­
petition in the fledgling 1 OK 
road.race, which is the only one 
of its kind to incorporate the 
protected lands of the Quabbin 
Rese1voir in its course. 

Named for a discontinued 
railroad line that connected 
Athol and Springfield until 
making its last nm June 1st, 
1935, the Rabbit Run had its 
inaugural in 2003 as part of the 
celebration commemorating 
the 250th anniversary of the 
fotmding of New Salem. 

The race will sta1t and finish 
at the historic New Salem town 
common, but in between nm­
ners will encotmter a rambling 

dash along the Quabbin shore­
line, utilizing a state access 
road that enters at gate 2 7, 
before the climb back to the 
common via gate 25 and South 
Main Street. 

The race's most memorable 
feature by far is the aptly 
named Horsebreak Hill; a long, 
winding climb of seemingly 
endless steps, that flatten out 
here and there for 50 or more 
yards before upping the grade a 
notch with each succeeding 
ascent. 

Given a chance, Horsebreak 
Hill could make a name for 
New Salem's Rabbit Run 
among nmning circles, for it 
surely presents a challenge to 
the best of distance runners. 

But the Rabbit Run is not 
just a road race. It's also a 
three-mile walk through the 
woods, a perfect way to spend a 
Saturday in May with friends 
and neighbors - and rest 
assured, you won't have to deal 

with Horsebreak Hill. 
After the road race mnners 

and walkers can take advantage 
of massage therapists on hand 
before taking in the all day 
Environmental Fair and Craft 
Fair, or the always interesting 
Birds of Prey Presentation, this 
year feahrring Tom Ricardi of 
the Massachusetts Raptor 
Rehabilitation and Captive 
Bald Eagle Breeding Facility in 
Conway. 

Or - if you're up to it, take a 
stroll to New Salem's nearby 
eastern overlook of the North 
Quabbin region. You'll find the 
view is one of the finest in the 
state. 

New Salem's musical cou­
ple, The Hendersons, "will all 
be there," providing entertain­
ment and ftm in their own inim­
itable way. 

Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
on the day of the race and costs 
$20. Start time is 10 a.m. The 
10 kilometer event will be pro-

fessionally timed by Accu­
Spec. 

Contestants can pre-register 
for $14 by filling out the entiy 
form and sending a check or 
money order payable to Town 
of New Salem, Recreation 
Dept. at Town of New Salem, 
15 South Main Sti·eet, New 
Salem, MA 01355. Entries 
must be accompanied by a self­
addressed, stamped #9 business 
size envelope. 

For more info1mation con­
tact the Rabbit Run Committee 
at ti·conde@yahoo.com. 

May 11, 1962 
We Love You! 
Suzette, Tristan, 
Avery & Micah 

TIRED OF LATE FEES? 
Ask us about our Movie Lover's Membership 

No Due Dates• No Late Fees 

The Valley's Best Selection of Classic, Foreign, 
Independent & Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles 
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE 

50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

11111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

HJ:~LE & 
R1200RT 

274Rt. 2,Gill,MA01376 new available 

• parts & accessories ~ lltl§JOOD(fflm) 
• helmets ALLAN· DAVID• MELANIE 

• books Tel: (413) 863-9543 

• apparel 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.A/CYCLE.COM 

Sm.okin' H~ppo 
A Family Restaurant and Baroecue 

20 ¥rcnch King Highway 
Erving, Ma 01344-4444 
Phone, (4B) 42,-~220 

Barbecue and Full Traditional Menu 
Full Liquor License 

Hours: Tue/Wed/Thu: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Fri/Sat: 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun: noon-4 p.m. 

/,ocal Photographs and Hippo Paintings also availahle 

~~~~-
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lK PowerTown 
Apartments 

.............. 4' ' 
···············A· sumptuo~~............ ... • 

152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773·5673 
www.pztnc.com 

array of silk, heirloom whites, velveteen, . 'f.. 
rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. i 

Vintage--inspired buttons, jewelry & scaNes. .,_.: I 
0electable Mountain Cloth 

125 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT OSS01 ✓• 
www.delectablemountaln.com 

please visit our website or the store for even m 
(802) 257·44515 
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Memorial Day Parade 
Returns to Montague 

BY ART GILMORE 
On Memorial Day, May 

29th, the Trustees of the 
Veterans Memorial will hold a 
parade to honor those men and 
women who have served our 
cotmtly, and died defending it. 

This will be the first time in 
many years an event ofthis kind 
has been planned in Montague, 
and we ask the support of the 
citizens of the five villages, to 
honor these men and women. 

In past years, Veterans Agent 
Leo Parent has organized a cer­
emony at the Soldiers Memorial 
to honor the veterans. This year 
we decided to bring back the 
parade, and Mr. Parent agreed 
to offer his assistance. 

The Veterans Memorial on 
Avenue A in Turners Falls hon­
ors all veterans from the five 
villages of the town of 

We welcome your letters. 

11tbt :flontagut 
l\tporttr 

24 3rd St lumen Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Montague. In order to honor 
these men and women who 
served, this beautiful memorial 
has been placed in the village of 
Turners Falls. The memorial 
plaques contain the names of all 
those who resided in Montague 
at their time of enlistment, from 
WWII through the Korean 
Police Action. 

Efforts are continuing tmder 
the leadership of the Tmstees 
chaiiman Michael Cenzano, and 
members Donald Girard and 
Chris Boutwell, to redo the 
monuments and include the vet­
erans from the more recent con­
flicts, and also to move the 
WWI monument to the same 
location. This plan has been 
held up by the failure of the 
state legislature to release ftmds 
tied in with the ti·ansportation 
bond. Your continued suppo1t 
would be deeply appreciated. 

Please bring your children 
and grandchildren to the parade 
on May 29th and show them 
this commtmity really appreci­
ates those men and women who 
gave up their lives for all of us, 
and gave these children the 
opportunity to enjoy freedom. 

Forget your present political 
thoughts for one day and honor 
these men and women. I hope to 
see you at the parade, and the 
ceremony that follows at the 
Memorial. The parade steps off 
at 10:30 a.m., from 2nd Street 
and Avenue A, and continues 
down the Avenue to the 
Veterans Memorial. The cere­
mony at the Memorial will be 
held at 11 :00 am. You will all 
be home at noon. 

Thank you. 

Art Gilmore, SMS, USAF, 
retired, is a Trustee of the 
Montague Veterans Memorial. 
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GUEST(f EDITORIAL 

John Kenneth Galbraith, a Giant ot a Man 
BY JOE PARZYCH 
GILL - At a writers conference 
near Dartmouth College in 1999, 
a speaker using a public address 
system was being drowned out 
by a booming voice at the back of 
the room. The speaker grew iI11-
tated and asked someone to quiet 
that person down. Eve1yone 
turned to look. That person, a tall, 
solidly built man, was none other 
than John Kenneth Galbraith, 
who had an-ived late for his 
keynote address, having just 
returned from attending John 
Kennedy Jr. 's ftmeral. The people 
a1nnging books at the table 
looked like midgets standing 
next to the 6'8" Galbraith. 

The audience had expected a 
chy, boring speech from the 
world-famous economist. His 
views on the state of the nation, 
the world, and on writing, were 
anything but boring. When he 
spoke, he didn't need a PA sys­
tem. His voice projected to the 
far reaches of the hall. He spoke 
out against half the national 
budget going to the military. He 
said he agreed with Eisenhower 
(a Republican) who had also 
warned of the dangers of the mil­
itary-industi-ial complex dive1t­
ing so much national treasure to 
arms, and the tendency to then go 
about looking for places to 
become entangled in prolonged 
militaiy operations. 

He told of warning President 
Kennedy to avoid getting 
involved in military adventures 
in Southeast Asia, when he 
served as ambassador to India. 
He warned President Reagan 
about coupling his massive mili­
ta1y buildup with Keynesian 
trickle-down tax cuts. He 
opposed across-the-board tax 
cuts, which largely fueled more 

John Kenneth Gailbraith died on April 29 at age 97. Here, Galbraith is 
shown speaking at a 1999 New England Writers Conference. 

private consumption - bigger in Name Dropping, when the 
houses and faster cars - rather CCC had done so much good dur­
than investment in "public ing the Great Depression. I treas­
goods" - education, public health ure that con-espondence, the most 
and suppo1t for the poor. His recent note an-iving in the past 
plainspoken views on supply couple of months, when he was in 
side tax cut economics brought a failing health. 
laugh when he used his favorite Galbraith was no book-smart 
example. "After feeding oats to but real-life fool. He made a 
the horses, one should not gaze 
too closely at what ti-ickles down 
to the span-ows." 

Galbraith said he had accurate­
ly warned Reagan that the nation­
al debt would soar out of sight 
when tax cuts were coupled with a 
costly aims buildup, and would 
ultimately fuel inflation and reces­
sion. "Money spent paying inter­
est on the national debt buys noth­
ing." I wonder if he ever wained 
George W Bush against adopting 
tax-cuts along the lines of what 
George H. Bush called ''voodoo 
economics." 

I had a chance to meet 
Galbraith when I bought his book, 
Name Dropping. The book is a 
delight, written in a humorous and 
self-deprecating style. I always 
got a pleasant reply to any letter I 
sent him, even when I pointed out 
that he had neglected to mention 
the Civilian Conse1vation Co1ps 

fortune investing in the stock 
market using his ability to accu­
rately foresee the economic 
foture. He was a giant in every 
way. A shame our president 
does not read Galbraith's 
books. A shame our president 
does not read. 

If our Congress and our pres­
idents had heeded Galbraith's 
wainings and not sent our young 
men to be killed on military 
adventures in Korea, Vietnam, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and now, per­
haps, Iran, we would not have a 
mountain of debt, the aid to 
schools would have not been cut 
and we wouldn't be faced with 
burdensome taxes and a 
Proposition 2½ oven-ide, for 
more of a burden, and our young 
men would be home with their 
families instead of remembered 
by more and more flags waving 
by the library. 
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What if the Montague School Override Fails? 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - On 
Sahrrday, by a vote of 57 - 23, 
voters at Montague's annual 
town meeting decided to put a 
$600,000 override question in 
support of the $7,987,092 Fiscal 
'07 Gill-Montague regional 
school budget in front of the 
voters on Tuesday, Jtme 6th. 
Though an infonnal survey of a 
few of those voters (below) 
indicated support for the meas­
ure, it also hlflled up anxiety 
about the high property taxes 
Montague residents already pay, 
and some outright resistance to 

seeing those rates increase. 
These cross cunents were in 

evidence the last time 
Montague voters went to the 
polls on an ovenide question 
for the schools. A year after 
passing a hefty debt exclusion 
for the renovation of the high 
school and middle school, on 
August 4th, 2003, Montague 
hlflled down a $326,000 school 
override by a vote of910 to 557 
(roughly 62% to 38%). Nearly a 
third of the town's registered 
voters huned out in the middle 
of summer for the vote, the 

highest percentage for a mtmic­
ipal election in a decade. 

Subsequently, the towns of Gill 
and Montague agreed to a $5.5 
million school budget at special 
town meetings. Twenty-four 
teachers and staff were let go that 
year; less than a third of those 
positions have since been restored. 

So it is worth asking what 
will happen to the schools if the 
voters hun down a much larger 
ovenide this year. GMRSD 
Superintendent Sue Gee pre­
dicted if the ovenide fails, and 
the school committee decides to 

cut $600,000 out of the budget, 
18 teachers would lose their 
jobs. Most of the cuts would 
come from the elementary 
schools. Perhaps two of the 18 
middle school teachers would 
receive pink slips. But the 
superintendent said, "We'd t:Iy 
not to lose any teachers at the 
high school, because we already 
have classes of 28 and upwards 
there. We want to keep kids in 
the high school in classes 
instead of study halls." 

Classrooms of up to 29 stu­
dents would be likely in the ele-

menta1y school, Gee said. 
If a recommendation were 

made to close one of the district 
elementaiy schools, Gee said 8 
out of 9 school committee 
members would have to vote in 
favor to enact the closure. She 
cited Montague Center School, 
which at 93 students is the 
school with the smallest student 
population, as a hypothetical 
example. If Montague Center 
School were closed, the district 
would realize a savings of about 
$175,000, Gee said. (During the 

see OVERRIDE page 6 

"If they don't do it, they'll have to close 
schools. We've got to do it for education. 
The whole world is a mess." 

-Fran Hemond 
Montague Center 

"It's on the table with me and my 
wife. We're talking about it. We're 
suppo1ters of education. But why is 
there an override vote so soon after we 
spent $30 million for a new school?" 

"I don't suppo1t it. I think the 
school has gotten a lot of money in 
the past several years. We have to 
draw the line somewhere." 

-Nancy Dlugoenski 
Millers Falls 

"I support it, but I am very 
uneasy as a retired teacher on a 
fixed pension. My taxes went up 
300 bucks last year. I don't know 
how much more we can take." 

-Wayne Mullen 
Turners Falls 

"I don't suppo1t it. I think the schools 
are fine as they are. I can't even get them 
to put a park in my village." 

"I don't want to see my taxes go up. 
"I support it. I'm going to 

school to become a teacher. I have 
three children." 

-Linda Siteman 
Montague City 

But for the schools, I think you have to." 
-JoAnne Kretzenger 

Turners Falls 
-Cody Fournier 

Turners Falls 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
.we Accept All 

/,/ass Repair Sh(¥) #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 
Insurance Companies 

•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Quality Worlc on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

Straightening 

LOCAL PICK-UP 
& DELIVERY 

Renaissance 
Excavating~ 

~ . 

$? BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 

Sales • Service • Rentals 

ROAD• MOUNTAIN• TANDEMS 

• Rans • Vision • Fuji 
• Burley • Jamis • KHS 

£xpert Repair 011 all type$ of bike$ 
On the web at: www.BasicallyBicycles.com 

88 3rd Street, Turners Falls• 413-863-3556 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CO. 

scsc 

-Mary Melonis 
Montague Center 

"I suppo1t it. My third child is 
graduating from the schools now. 
It's been nothing but great for my 
kids .. " 

-Mike McAulitie 
Turners Falls 

"Being a teacher, having children 
who've gone through the school, I 
probably would support it." 

-Brenda O'Gara 
Montague Center 

"It's crazy. These taxpayers in the 
town can't afford that. The taxpayers 
can't afford what they're paying now." 

-Harold McCormick 
Turners Falls 

COMPLETE SITE 

WORK Complete 

Tired of that ugly patch of 
yard the grass just won't 
grow on? Beautify your 
property witlt a patio or 
walkway ofpavers by Ideal. 

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

• SEPTIC 8c ORAJNACE SYSTEMS• SANO, GRAVEL 8c LoAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

Masonry Supply 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 

413-86-3-4322 

Stop by and see om· complete 
line of concrete or brick pavers, 
wall stone, retaining wall block 
and much more. 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKf.R 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Tessier Tapped as Board Chair 
BY CYD SCOTT - Andy 
Tessier was elected in absen­
tia as the chairman of the 
Erving selectboard, by unani­
mous vote of the two mem­
bers present on Monday, May 
8th. Congratulations, Andy. 

The board accepted a 
grant for the senior center in 
the amount of $3,000, from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
affairs. The board reviewed 
letters from fire chief Mick 
Laclaire, regarding progress 
on completing reports about 
the town's emergency man­
agement and hazardous waste 
handling plans. Completed 
reports are necessary to qual­
ify for certain state and feder­
al grants. 

The town awarded a bid of 
$62,785 to the Massachusetts 
Interlocal Insurance 
Association for liability 
insurance for town buildings 
and property, vehicles, and 
public officials. Discussion 
ensued over a $1 million cap 
on liability claims. "If the 
cops go flying down the road 

and kill someone crossing the 
street, you got problems," 
opined board member Jeff 
Dubay. "A million dollars in 
liability won't go ve1y far. 
I've been in wrecks that cost 
a quarter of a million, and no 
one was seriously hurt. 

"What if we have a really 
bad accident, with a town 
truck, and we don't have 
enough to cover it?" he 
asked. 

Board member Linda 
Downs-Bembury responded, 
"Well, why don't you set up a 
meeting with the insurance 
guy, and raise these questions 
with him?" 

"Happy to do it," replied 
Dubay. 

The board issued a license 
to Shawn Dubay to operate a 
business for as a real estate 
inspector for home buyers. 

Finally, the board appoint­
ed Leo Parent Jr. as the 
town's representative to the 
Franklin Regional Transit 
Advisory Board. 

OVERRIDE COMMITTE.E FORMS 
BY MARY KOCIELA - An 
organizational meeting to 
establish a Montague 
Proposition 2½ Ovenide steer­
ing committee will be held at 

the Great Falls Discover Center 
on Avenue A, across from the 
town hall, tonight, (Thursday, 
May 11th) at 7 p.m. All are wel­
come to attend. 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17 

Friday, May 12th 
Eagles All Day From 6:00 a.m. 
6:00 p m. Montague Town 
Meeting 5/6 

Saturday, May 13th 
Eagles All Day From 6:00 a.m. 
7:00 pm Montague Update 
8:00 p.m. Franklin County 
Democrat 
8:30 pm There and Back 
9:30 p.m Brick House Poetry 
Reading 

Sunday, May 14th 
Eagles All Day from 6 00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m GMRSD School 
Committee 5/9 
9:30 p m Montague Update 
10:30 p.m Sammy's Video 
Collages 
11 :00 p.m. From the MCTV 
Archives 

Monday, May 15th 
Eagles All Day from 6 00 a.m. 
7:00 pm Montague selectboard 
LIVE 
9:30 pm There and Back 
10:30 p.m. It's Dan Seiden's Show 

11 :00 p.m. The Truth About 
Alcohol 
1130 p.m. Brick House Poetry 
Reading 

Tuesday, May 16th 
Eagles All Day from 6:00 a.m. 
7 00 p.m. GMRSD School 
Committee Meeting 5/9 
9:30 p.m. Montague Update 
10 30 p.m. The Jamaican 
Troubadour and Friends 
11 :00 p.m. From the MCTV 
Archives 

Wednesday, May 17th 
Eagles All Day From 6 00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. There and Back 
8:00 p.m. Women in Science 
8 30 p.m. Franklin County 
Democrat 
9 00 p.m. Brick House Poetry 
Reading 

Thursday, May 18th 
Eagles All Day from 6:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. Montague Selectboard 
Meeting 5/15 
9:30 p.m. The Truth About Alcohol 
10:00 p m Montague Update 
1100 pm It's Dan Seiden's Show 
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Erving Honors Peter Svetaka 
BY PATRICK RENNICK 

At Erving's annual town 
meeting on Wednesday, May 
3rd, selectboard chair Linda 
Downs-Bembury dedicated the 
town's annual repo1t to lifelong 
resident Peter Svetaka, of High 
Street in Eiving Center. A 38-
year employee of Eiving Paper, 
Svetaka, an amateur shutterbug, 
enjoys taking photographs of 
houses in the area and giving 
them to their owners, as select­
board member Linda Downs-

OVERRIDE from page 5 
2003 budget cuts, Gee, then 
recently hired, had estimated a 
savings of just $63,000 if the 
Montague Center school were 
closed. At that time, GMRSD 
business manager Lynn Bassett 
was quoted as saying the school 
district would have to spend 
$230,000 to install an elevator at 
the Montague Center school if 
they were to reopen it after a tem­
pora1y closing.) Gee said suffi­
cient classroom space was avail­
able at Hillcrest and Sheffield to 
absorb the students from 
Montague Center School, and the 
district would incur no extra bus­
ing costs. 

If an elementaiy school were 
closed, Gee said, the net loss of 
teachers for the district would be 
reduced to approximately 8 to 10. 
Gee said if the Montague Center 
School were chosen for closlll·e, 
the district would suffer a loss of 
perhaps 10 students withdrawn 
from the district for schooling 
elsewhere. Gee said unlike in 
2003, there were fewer good 
options for parents seeking to 
place their children out of the dis­
trict, as suITotmding school dis­
tricts are facing school closures, 
increased class sizes, and loss of 
essential cun-iculum such as rut 

Bembmy fondly attested. 
Svetaka served on the finance 
committee from 1961 to 1977. 
He took an interest in the youth 
of Eiving, organizing a teen 
basketball league, and working 
with young ballplayers on the 
Orange Athletic Club. Svetaka 
was a star second baseman in 
his day. 

According to town adminis­
trative assistant Tom Sharp, the 
only time Svetaka has left 
Eiving for any length of time 

and music. 
She said the school committee 

had looked at other options for 
raising revenue, like hiking ath­
letic fees or reinstating parking 
fees at the high school, and at 
ways to reduce energy costs like 
lengthening school fom days a 
week and closing on F11days, but 
fotmd the potential revenue or 
savings minimal. 

Gill, which bucked the region­
al trend and actually passed a 
school ove1ride measure in 2003 
by 10 votes (226 to 216, with a 
turnout of 44% of the voters), will 
wait this year to see what 
Montague decides before sched­
uling an oven-ide, according to 
selectboru·d member Ann Banash. 
Gill's rumual town meeting will 
take place on Jtme 25th, but 
Banash said unless state aid num­
bers change significantly by that 
date, the town will still be 
$60,000 sho1t, and tmable to meet 
the GMRSD assessment without 
anoven-ide. 

If the ove1ride vote fails in 
either town, Banash said, the 
school district will have the 
choice of submitting an adjusted 
budget to special town meetings 
in Gill and Montague. Banash 
said if the schools decided to 
stand their ground, the GMRSD 

was to serve in the US Air Corp 
in the Philippines and the 
Southern Pacific during WWII. 
He earned a reputation as a 
marksman, and flew 50 mis­
sions. 

In a letter to town meeting, 
former Eiving Paper CEO 
Charlie Hausen praised Sevatka 
for standing his grotmd when 
the state proposed to build a 
bridge over Erving Center dur­
ing the reconstruction of Route 
2 in the 50s. 

could adjust the budget by as lit­
tle as a dollar. If either town fails 
to adopt the adjusted budget, the 
school disti-ict can decide to call a 
disti-ictwide meeting, where all 
registered voters of both towns 
will have the ability to cast a vote 
on the school budget. If the school 
budget passes at a district meet­
ing, the towns will have to accept 
it, and make cuts on the town side 
of the budget accordingly. 

Montague town adrninisti·ator 
Frank Abbondanzio predicted 
that would be a painful process. 
On the town side, "We're at the 
point now where we're talking 
about significant cuts in se1vices 
and staff, things people would not 
want to see cut." 

Abbondanzio said the fiscal 
collaboration meetings between 
the towns and the schools would 
continue throughout the next 
months on an as needed basis. 
Banash predicted the schools 
could shortly face a situation 
where they would have to operate 
on a month to month budget, 
using I/12th oflast yeru·'s budget. 
Gee said if that were the case, the 
schools would have to lay off a 
sufficient number of teachers to 
be able to operate within the '06 
budget framework, starting 
towards the middle of June. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Wild Turkey Shot 
Wednesday 5-3 

3:15 p.m. Repo1t of smoke 
on Route 2 near east bypass. 
Assisted Eiving fire depa1t­
ment. Fotmd to be pennitted 
bum in Wendell. 

Thursday 5-4 
3:40 p.m. Repo1t of vandal­

ism at Vets Field. Maintenance 
building was spray painted. 
Highway deprutment covered 
it. 

Friday 5-5 
11 :00 am. Report of a 

camper at Eiving State Forest. 
Asked to leave. 

Saturday 5-6 
9:30 p.m. Repo1t of a dis­

abled motor vehicle in the 
Freight House parking lot. 
Vehicle pushed to Box Cru· lot 
to wait for tow. 

Monday 5-8 
8:30 a.m. Repo1t of dog 

chasing wild turkeys on 
No1thfield Road. Spoke with 
owner and advised of situation. 

12:00 pm. Repo1t of fisher 
cat problem on High Sti·eet. 
Advised of options. 

Tuesday 5-9 
9:23 a.m. Request for assis­

tance in No1thfield, report of 
shots fired near St. Ma1y's 
Cemete1y. Fotmd subject had 
shot wild turkey, not tagged. 
Notified Environmental 
Police. Turkey seized. Subject 
fined. 

4:05 pm. Report of stolen 
ATV at a High Sti·eet address. 
ATV was rehuned. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

54 Amherst Rd. 
Sunderland,MA 
413.665.3782 

ASE certified auto repair, 
backed by a nationwide 
NAPA warrantee. 
Free complete vehicle 
inspection 
10% off labor on any 
vehicle service with 
this ad 
Sunoco products ~ 
distnbuted by A.R. Sandri ~ 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 

74( Main Street • Northfield 

413-498-5166 

CUSTOM SAWING O PORTABLE BANDSAW Mill 

~ 
HOURLY RATES 
WILL COME TO YOU 
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE 

BANDSAW REDUCES WASTE 
SAW UP TO 30 IN. X 24 FT LOGS 

SMALL JOBS OK 

rnikar65@earthlink.net 
MICHAEL IDOINE • WENDELL, MA• 978-544-2623 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Taking Care of Business 
BY JOHN HANOLD - ly keep the staff on premises after 
Following on the heels of a closing. The chief agreed this is 
lengthy annual town meeting on allowable, but that no drinking is 
Saturday, the Monday, May 8th allowed; he requested that the 
meeting of the Montague select- owners call his department when 
board was a calm, compact affair. similar late meetings are planned, 
A license violation hearing for the so that patrolling officers can 
Route 63 Roadhouse in Millers expect to see the cars and activity 
Falls opened the agenda and inside. Snyder agreed, stating that 
attracted the only audience of the he does not want to ha1m the 
evening. Police Chief Ray Roadhouse's reputation for coop­
Zukowski repo1ted that a eration. 
Montague police officer noticed a Board member Patricia P111itt 
number of cars in the Roadhouse said, "It sounds like you've come 
parking lot at 3:30 am., on a up with a reasonable solution," 
Saturday in early April, and found and the board passed member Pat 
several people inside with beer on Allen's motion to issue a letter of 
the bar. The owners, Cathy warning to the bar for violating 
Cameron and Jamie Snyder, were their license, with progressive 
cited for serving alcohol after the discipline to follow if there are 
1 :00 am 'last call' hour. They forther violations. 
were present at the hearing, along The police chief obtained 
with attorney Jack Mason, and selectboard approval to apply for 
agreed with the facts in the offi- the statewide civil service 
cer's report. sergeant's exam in October to fill 

Zukowski reported that upon a sergeant's position. Bill Doyle 
ftuther investigation it was estab- has filled the post, on an acting 
lished that all but one of the cars basis, since the resignation of 
belonged to staff members, who Gary Billings. The application 
were the only individuals inside. will give interested candidates 
The remaining car belonged to a time to study, and the chief 
patron who had left it there before expects several officers to sit for 
going home. A late meeting to the exam. 
plan an event with a popular He also reported that one of his 
group was in progress, and the grant applications has resulted in 
owners said that similar planning an award of $11,789 from the 
and clean-up operations frequent- Department of Justice for equip-

ment upgrades, which will be 
spent on a list of needs he solicit­
ed from department members. 

Regarding a topic of consider­
able discussion at the December 
7th, 2005 special town meeting, 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio updated the board 
on the need for a fire ctutain at the 
Shea Theater. After researching 
the regulations and codes 
involved, fire chief Ray Godin 
and building inspector David 
Jensen have agreed that the mod­
erate height of the 'fly' space, and 
the limited types of moveable 
scene1y used do not require a fire 
curtain, pa1ticularly in view of the 
theater's extensive code compli­
ance in other areas. This conclu­
sion means that the $25,000 
appropriation voted from town 
stabilization at December 7th, 
2005 meeting can be rescinded at 
a foture town meeting. 

Abbondanzio repo1ted three 
bids from qualified contractors 
have been received for the first 
phase of the Combined Sewer 
Overflow project at the 
Wastewater Pollution Control 
Facility (WPCF). Ludlow 
Const111ction's apparent low bid 
is in line with the project's fore­
casted budget. Superintendent 
Bob Trombley and engineering 
consultants from Camp, Dresser 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Arrested on Warrants 
Wt>dnesday 5-3 

10:13 pm. After a 
motor vehicle stop at 
the comer of 3rd and 
L Streets, 

Amherst, was aITested 
on a straight warrant. 

Tbw·sday 5-4 
10:48 a.m. Repo1t 

of a motor vehicle 
accident on Avenue A. 
No personal injuries. 
Operators exchanged 
info1mation. 

Friday 5-5 
12:32 a.m. Report 

of arson on Poplar 
Street. No fire found. 

was arrested on a 
straight waITant. 

aITested on a default 
waITant. 

2:48 p.m. A 13-
year-old, male juve­
nile was aITested for a 
probation violation at 
a 4th Street address. 

Sunday 5-7 
12:01 am. Wa&­

in to station repo1ted a 
rnnaway at a 
Coolidge Street 
address. A 12-year­
old male juvenile was 
aITested and charged 

with being a nmaway. 

Monday 5-8 
9:52 am. Report of 

a larceny at the camps 
by the river off 
Industrial Boulevard. 
Fotmd to be in Gill. 
Referred to Gill 
Police. 

warrant. 

& McKee are evaluating the bid, 
and will recommend action at 
next week's board meeting. 
Attention will then ttun to the sec­
ond phase of the CSO project, 
whose scope of work may need 
adjustment to fit the total $5.7 
million authorized for the project. 

The selectboard has received 
two letters of interest for appoint­
ment to the board of assessors, 
which has a vacancy due to the 
recent death of chair No1m Fuller. 
The position will be filled by a 
roll call vote of the remaining 
members and the selectboard on 
Tuesday, May 16th, when next 
week's selectboard meeting is 
scheduled. The board will meet 
on Tuesday because the annual 
town election will take place on 
Monday, May 15th. The polls will 
be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
pm. at the usual polling places 
for the town's six precincts. A sec­
ond election, to consider an over­
ride of Proposition 2½ in the 

413-772-2700 

amount of $600,000, will be held 
on Tuesday, June 6th, with polls 
open from noon to 7:00 p.m 
Pmitt asked for announcement of 
a public fomm to discuss the relo­
cation of the police station - it will 
be held at 7:00 pm. on Thursday, 
May 11th, in the upstairs meeting 
room at town hall. 

The final item of note was the 
authorization for the department 
of public works to post a sign pro­
hibiting trucks from parking for 
more than two hours, or 
overnight, in the two parking lots 
on either side of First Street near 
the police station. Chief 
Zukowski suggested the time 
allowance, in lieu of a total prohi­
bition, to recognize that drivers 
stopping for a snack in Turners 
Falls need a place for temporaiy 
off-street parking. At 7:45 p.m 
the Selectboai·d went into execu­
tive session to discuss two collec­
tive bargaining topics. 

OTHER BIKES AT 
322 High Street, Greenfield SIMILAR SAVINGS! 

I 
I 

.. 
www.bikes-unlimited.com good until May 15th with this ad ■ ---------
~ ?Uit(J &o~fi'!J 

BookkNplng for Small Business 

rwi#Jficroc/ter.com • 46 774 2136 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Richard Mascavage (413) 863-4246 
Owner Open 7 Days A Week 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

Fishing - Hunting -Athletic -
Live Bait - Paintball Supplies 
CO, Fills - T-Shirt, Uniform & Cap Printing 

101 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
THE S~LON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

Mary Lou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
. . . - - - -

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

• Quilting Supplies• Patterns· Calicos • Notions 

CA.Sll 6- ClJECKS ONLY 
ll'l1' on ... SQ.c. 9.5:20, Fti. til 8:20 • C106ed Mon ... June, July, Augt1s1 

"' Power Square 
• 

6 
Greenfield 

00j[NJ Ow AMON~~ 
A New Book by 

Ted Grave1tne 
Author of Best Selling: 

"STRIKE A SECOND ALARM" 
"TALES OF A FIREFIGHTER" 

$12.00 at bookstores 
or 

413 863 8057 1 EDIEIEIO@COMCAST.NET 

IT'a .. •AA.- ....- CHARLENE MARTIN 
~~ Sales Represe11tatti·e 

CHEV OLE~---------
54MA.,,vSr=•P.O. B<>x729 (413) 773-3678 

GK£t.\'tJUIJ, JfA 01302 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE TOWN MERING 

Soine Surprising Outcoines at Saturday's Town Meeting 
BY JOANNA FRANKEL -
Saturday's town meeting drew 
two-thirds of the town's elected 
precinct representatives, (80 in 
attendance, 22 excused, 19 no 
shows), as well as a smattering 
of other town residents, to 
Turners Falls High School. The 
most controversial items on the 
agenda were predicted to be 
Article 16, the move to replace 

\~ e ~ 
C,'-o< 

~-Ci~~"-

Vitamins 
Natural Supplements 

& Body Care 
Organic & Locally Grown 

Produce 
Full Line of Natural Groceries 

Regional Specialties 
Full Deli: 

Entrees, Sandwiches, Soups, 
Salad Bar 

European Bakery: 
Artisan Breads, Pastries, 

Desserts, Wedding 
& Occasion Cakes 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

144 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

and extend the runway at Turners 
FallsAirpo1t, andAlticle 7, com­
prised of two motions regarding 
ftmding for the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District. The 
second of these motions was to 
authorize a Proposition 2½ over­
ride vote on June 6th, seeking 
townwide approval to raise 
$600,000 for the schools from 
additional taxes. 

The day began with a special 
town meeting at 8:30 am., 
where two aiticles easily passed. 
The first will transfer $30,000 
from the 2006 snow and ice bud­
get account to the 2006 DPW 
budget accotmt. The second will 
ftmd $32,000 of repairs to an 
eroded bank of the Sawmill 
River on Gre-enfield Road. 
Following these two votes town 
planner Robin Shennan gave a 
presentation on the Turners Falls 
River Culture project, a collabo­
ration between businesses, com­
munity organizations, and gov­
ernment agencies, to promote 
arts-based economic develop­
ment in Turners Falls. 

Luckily, town meeting mem­
bers fueled up on coffee and 
doughnuts, because they were in 
for a long day. The first two a1ti­
cles on the agenda dealt with the 
salaries of elected and appointed 
officials. Although there was 
some debate about the dispari­
ties between the pay of some 
town officials, both articles 
eventually passed unanimously. 
However, it was recommended 
by a couple of town meeting 
members that the town look to 
increase the salai-ies of select­
board members in the future. 

Alticles 3, 4, and 5 addressed 
operating budget issues (two for 
the Water Pollution Control 
Facility and the other for most 
other departments), also met 
with a tmanimous vote. 
Optimistic news came with a 

~t clear Cho1. 
4..0 It);' ("$ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.It J 0714 J 
M"""· Llccn,c #059505 

JOE GRAVELINE 

presentation by Richard 
Kuklewicz, Precinct 4 town 
meeting member and Franklin 
County Technical School com­
mittee member. He described an 
active, engaged student body at 
Franklin Tech, despite the 
school's budget strain. The Tech 
School's budget passed tmani­
mously with commendations for 
its continuing good work. 

Before moving on to Alticle 7 
it was explained that there would 
be two motions to vote on, one to 
approve the Prop 2 ½ ove1ride 
and the other to pass the dist11ct's 
budget. Then came a presentation 
by members of the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
Dist:11ct. The picture painted was 
one of a school system fighting to 
keep programming challenging 
and engaging despite a climate of 
severe cuts in ftmding. Both 
Ma1y Kociela, school board 
chair, and Sue Gee, school super­
intendent, described their reluc­
tance to b1mg the process to an 
ove1ride, but their feeling that 
this was inevitable. Gee 
explained a cmTent patchwork 
approach to keeping standai·ds 
high and opportunities available 
for students in the dist11ct, includ­
ing utilizing vohmteers and pa1t­
ne1mg with the towns. Even with 
these effo1ts, however, students 
at the elementary level ai·e only 
receiving ait inst:111ction for 45 
minutes eve1y 6 days, and other 
important school programming is 
in jeopai·dy. 

Following this presentation 
came a lengthy discussion of the 
ramifications and processes of 
an oveffide vote. Allen Ross, 
selectboai·d chair, explained that 
the three members of the select­
board deliberated greatly before 
deciding to put the issue to a 
vote in the fo1m of an oven-ide. 
Selectboard member Patricia 
Allen stated the issue, "can't be 
decided on by 80 to 90 town 
meeting members, but has to go 
to the town." 

Barry Levine of Precinct 3 
wondered if the people of 
Montague could afford to pay 
more taxes or if they've hit their 
limit. Hyrum Huskey of Precinct 
6 cotmtered that, "We need to 
think about the greater good, not 
just increased taxes. The prob­
lem is we want more for less. 
This is what we get when we 
keep electing governments who 
promise to lower our taxes." 
Huskey's comment was met 
with applause by some members 
of the audience. 

Supe1mtendent Gee acknowl­
edged, "this is a hardship for 
many people, but an oveffide is 
the only system to find out how 
the citizens of Montague feel." 
Alt Gilmore of Precinct 2 urged 
people to vote yes on the over­
ride despite the fact that, "My 
wife will probably shoot me 
when I sit down." 

As the third hour of the meet­
ing approached and people's 
stomachs began to rumble, 
finance committee member 
Marge Levenson moved to vote 
on both motions of Alticle 7. 
Motion 1, approving the town's 
assessment for more than $7.3 
million for the school budget, 
passed easily. Motion 2, stating 
the town would raise an addi­
tional $600,000 contingent upon 
the passage of a Proposition 2½ 
ovemde, eventually passed on a 
53-27 vote. 

The next six articles all 
involved making improvements 
or repairs to district schools. All 
passed easily, despite some 
debate about whether defenmg 
maintenance to a later time 
could be a choice. 

Alticle 14, authorizing the 
approp1-iation of $90,00 for the 
procurement of vehicles for the 
DPW, was amended to include 
the possibility of leasing vehi­
cles. It then passed unanimously, 
as did Alticle 15, $250,000 for 
the replacement of sidewalks in 
need of repair. 

Next up, the much-anticipat­
ed discussion of the Turners 
Falls Airport nmway replace­
ment and expansion. Debate 
about the nmway expansion has 
been hot around town, and folks 
expected lengthy conversation at 
town meeting. 

The airpo1t manager and 
commissioners began their pre­
sentation with a review of the 
cost of the improvements to the 
airpo1t, to be completed in two 
phases. However, a surprise 
came when they announced that 
the po1tion of the cost to be paid 
by the town ($175,000, or 2.5% 
of Phase 1 and $124,313 of 
Phase 2) would no longer be 
necessary, as the FAA and MAC 
would now be financing 100% 
of the projects. 

While town meeting mem­
bers were relieved at the lack of 
need for town ftmding for the 
extension and improvements, 
they still had questions. Michael 
Muller of Precinct 1 asked if the 
airport could still receive the 
ftmding from the FAA without 

extending the runway. The air­
po1t manager explained that, 
'The only way to get FAA money 
is to meet FAA specifications. 
Right now the nmway is 1250 
feet sho1t of meeting those speci­
fications." After only one ques­
tion about the impact of the 
extension on air ti·affic, the a1ticle 
was approved by a majority vote. 

However, talk of the airport 
wasn't over yet. Ironically, the 
easy vote was for the article that 
people had expected to be the 
most contentious. Meanwhile, 
the longer debate occuffed 
arotmd Alticle 17, the Airport 
Enterprise Ftmd. This a1ticle 
would create a ftmd so that the 
expenses and revenue of the air­
port would be kept separate 
from the town's general ftmd. 
There was a fair amotmt of 
debate over this, with Precinct 
l's Deb Radway saying, "I want 
all that money for future town 
and fohire school projects." 
Lynn Reynolds of the finance 
committee cotmtered that, "If 
and when there is airpo1t surplus 
money, money for fuhrre pro­
jects will come out of their bud­
gets, not the tax money." The 
debate continued, with some 
confosion over whether or not 
the Enterprise Ftmd would real­
ly change anything, or just be a 
matter of easier bookkeeping. In 
the end it passed, as did the air­
port's operating budget. 

Then for something com­
pletely different, the adoption of 
a tax increment financing agree­
ment for the Tmners Falls busi­
ness Austi·alis Aquaculhrre. This 
agreement, which ended up 
passing, provides tax exemp­
tions of over $36,000 for the 
company, in rehun for the com­
pany's $2 million investment in 
the operation and its creation of 
eight new jobs. Levenson asked 
for clarification about the types 
of jobs that would be created, 
and Steve Ellis, of Precinct 4, 
put in a request that these jobs be 
given to Montague residents. 

At this point it was 3:00 p.m., 
and with many a1ticles left to go, 
some were grouped together and 
voted on as consent a1ticles. All 
passed, as did the final six a1ti­
cles. The debate lingers on, 
though, as the Proposition 2-1/2 
ovemde will be put to the voters 
on Jtme 6th. This will be the 
chance for more voices in the 
town to speak and decide the 
future of its schools. 

1~~.A# Brion ~- Son Soucie 
,_ Locksmith - CRL 

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating 
& Paving, Inc. 
Bryon Borlow, CE.~ 

~,Q!,.or Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Se,ving the A,ea tor over 25 yea,s Certified• Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrcrpcir 290-1162 

863-2471 
fe1x 863-8022 

Demolition 
Seal Coating 
Treework P.O. Box 386 
Construction Services 4 Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Septic Systems 413-772-2155 
Paving Emergency Mai box 
Snow Plowing, Sanding 896-2765 
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Off THE BEATEN TRACK Swift River School Field Trips 

Spring Signs JOSH HEINEMANN 
WENDELL - On a cold, 
gray Wednesday, May 3rd, 
Chris Wmg's fotuth grade 
class took a field trip from 
Swift River School to 
Wendell Depot, where they 
released 285 Atlantic 
salmon fiy into Osgood 
Brook, just upstream of 
where it empties into the 
Millers River. 

small fish that still cai11es a 
sac with a food supply from 
the egg. The alevin grows 
mto a fiy, and then a pair. 
After up to two years ill the 
stream, the pair becomes a 
smolt, and migrates down-
11ver to the ocean where it 
lives and grows mto an 
adult. When it is ready, the 
adult (at least ill theo1y) 
retums to the stream where 
it grew, and spawns again. 
Unlike Pacific Salmon, 
Atlantic Salmon can live 
after spawnmg and rettun 
to the ocean and eat and 
retuin agam. 

cup, it disappeai·ed, its 
camouflaged mai·kings 
perfectly matching the 
st.rerun bottom. When all 
the fiy were released, the 
students took measure­
ments of strerun depth, 
temperature, and velocity, 
and when that was done 
they gathered bags and 
bags of trash from the site. 
The best piece of trash was 
a pogo stick. 

BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE 
CENTER - I 
have tasted, in the 
state of 
Massachusetts, 
the entire spec­
tnun of seasons. 
During the past 
four years, I have 
watched fireflies 
lighting up the 
dark fields at 
night during suf­
focating sum­
mers, flamboyant 
autumns, white 
landscape like 
tundra, to an 
unbelievable awakening 
each spring. Once more, 
voila ... Eve1yone, this year, 
seems to agree it is the best 
of all. 

Spring now seems here 
to stay, but watch, one 
never knows! Remember 
how it snowed mid-May 
not long ago? 

But before wild flowers 
show their blooms, have 
you noticed, there are a few 
premonitory signs? 

The first sign is 'Tag 
Sale' going hand in hand 
with a major project: a 
good airing of stuff and 
spring cleaning of the 

V 

Falls 

Wednesdays 
3-6pm 

Rain or Shine 

house! All wares are placed 
in front of lawns or on 
tables. What bargains! 

One semester, UCLA 
sent anthropology students 
out to study the things we 
throw away. Don't you 
think looking at the 'treas­
ures' people collect could 
also make a valuable study? 

In the West, it is called 
'Garage Sale.' The Brits 
call it 'Boot Sale' since they 
pile up things for sale in the 
tmnk (boot) of their car. 
The French call it 'Vi.de 
Grenier' ( cleaning up the 
attic.) 

The second sign, want 

to guess? Local 
Farmers 
Markets reopen­
ing. The one in 
Greenfield is not 
to be missed on 
Saturdays. 
Turners Falls, 
shine or rain, 
falls on 
Wednesdays. In 
both cases this is 
where you'll 
meet both your 
friends and hard 
working women 
and men farmers 
bringing their 
fresh delectable 

products to town. 
Third one, confuming 

Spring is here? May Day 
celebration in Montague 
Center. 

Each year, the tradition 
is maintained with whirling 
Mon-is Dancers and carol­
ing villagers. The children 
respect.folly carry the May 
Pole. The Common is 
under siege, with benefi­
cient spells that shower 
grace upon participants! 

Perhaps you missed it, 
last Sunday, but look for­
ward next year, to tlllI·oll 
its ribbons of rainbow, 
once again, with gratitude. 

To do this, the class 
needed pe1mission from 
the U.S. Fish and Wtldlife 
Service. They had raised 
the fiy from eggs spawned 
in the Palmer Fish 
Hatchery, given to them by 
the Atlantic Salmon Egg 
Rearing Project (ASERP). 
One student told me they 
got the eggs in early 
March, but her friend cor­
rected her, saying it was 
just after her biithday and 
had to be late Febmaiy. 
Trout Unlimited suppo1ted 
the project with training, 
materials, and supplies 
because raising the fiy, 
watching them grow and 
develop, and then releasing 
them teaches the children 
about salmon, and about 
stewardship of the river. 

Another student took 
time to show me the stages 
in the fish's life, from egg, 
to eyed egg, which 
changes into an alevin, a 

Ea.ch stage is fraught 
with danger, and only one 
or two ill a million fiy can 
be expected to retum to 
their biith river. Wmg's 
classes have been stocking 
about 300 salmon a yeai· 
for four yeai-s. 

On the cool, gray mom­
mg each student was given 
a small net foll of about ten 
fiy ill a paper cup of st.rerun 
water. The student counted 
the fiy, then found an 
approp1iate place ill the 
brook, with a bottom of 
small stones, and not too 
much cmrent, and lowered 
the cup into the water, 
allowmg the fiy to leave 
the cup. As soon as each 
fish went beyond the white 
background of the paper 

Tlip to Red Apple Fann 
Phillipston - Thursday, 
May 4th was smmy and 
wa1m for Mr. Douglas' 
fifth grade class nip to Red 
Apple Frum ill Phillipston 
The class had a tour led by 
the farmer, who mn·oduced 
himself only as Al. He 
showed them the cooler 
and s01tmg room, and told 
them about integrated pest 
management. Then he took 
them outside where they 
saw wmter rye growmg in 
the field where pumpkins 
would soon be planted. 
They walked up between 
two rows of bluebe1ries 
just opening theii' buds and 
past a row of young peach 
n·ees that were flowe1mg 
for the first time. They 
ended by learnmg how to 
thin raspbenies and then 
put that lesson mto practice 
with gloves and clippe1-s. 

.~~ART.f & BLOOMf~~~ 
TURNER/ FALU OPEN flUDIO & DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR 

MAY 20 & 21 2006, 10AM-5PM 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

JUPPORTING CONTRIBTOR/: 
THE WAGON WHEEL RESTAURANT 
FOUR DIRECTIONS HEALING ARTS 

JPECIAL THANK/ TO: 
GETTENS ELECTRIC, GREENFIELD, 

RUGG LUMBER, GREENFIELD, 
NEW ENGLAND EXTRUSION, TURNERS FALLS 

FOR DONATING MATERIALS FOR OUR 
WONDERFUL NEW SIGNS 

PARTICIPANT.I 
FOR INFORMATION CALL EILEEN (413) 863-9499 

OR KAREN (413) 863-9576 

1. GREAT FALLS 
DISCOVERY CENTER 

9. CUP O' JOE 

10. TURNERS FALLS 
2. GREAT FALLS ART FEST PIZZA HOUSE 

3. SHADY GLEN 11. RISTORANTE DIPAOLO 

4. CHINATOWN 

5. JAKE'S TAVERN 

6. BOOKS 8 MORE 

7. HALLMARK MUSEUM 
OF CONTEMPORARY 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

8. TIM DeCHRISTOPHER 

12. GREAT LIGHTING 

13. ALAN M. THORNTON 

14. YOUR STORY 
MATTERS 

15. WEDNESDAY NELENA 
SOROKIN 

16. JACK NELSON 

JAVE THE DATE! 

Tl & LEAV 
/EPTEMBER 30 & OCTOBER 1 

INK 8 PAINT - LYNNE RUDIE GRAPHIC DESIGN 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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Square Meat Balls 
GROVE 
continued from pg 1 

ing that Lake Grove must 
show permits for its intended 
use of the property within 60 
days of site plan approval 
from the conservation com­
mission, the board of health, 
and the National Grid (whose 
power lines traverse the Fiske 
property), another stipulating 
that maintenance buildings 
and other outbuildings be 
screened from abutting prop­
erties with quickly growing 
evergreen trees, and a third 
calling for more detailed 
information on the proposed 
skate park before construc­
tion on that aspect of Lake 
Grove's begins construction 
of that proposed use of the 
land. 

mit the school's planned use 
of the property to a broad 
review under the town's 
bylaws, rather than to the nar­
rower scope an educational 
institution would otherwise 
receive. The board noted 
Paulauskas had affirmed a 
sh1dent to staff ratio of four to 
one during the day, and six to 
one at night, but further noted 
that various abutters had 
reported observing incidents 
when students had been seen 
on or about the property in 
numbers exceeding this ratio, 
or at times (during AWOL 
attempts) with no staff super­
vision. Abutters had also 
complained of noise and pro­
fanity plainly audible from 
Lake Grove property on 
numerous occasions. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
Rotmd meatballs present many problems. First of all, it is messy rolling the gucky stuff into balls. 
Secondly, they tend to get lopsided, some wind up too small and some too big; the process is time con­
suming. Square meatballs are quick and easy to make and uniform in size and shape. They are well 
behaved and do not embaiTass you by rolling off your plate and landing in your lap. Use the recipe below: 

INGREDIENTS: 
A pound of hamburger or 

grmmd turkey seasoned with a 
packet of beef bullion. 

A half cup of diced red onion 
Italian flavored bread crumbs 
One egg 
Grated cheese 
Milk 
Mrs. Dash 
Mix sauteed onion with the 

rest of the ingredients. 
Use enough bread crumbs to 

bring the mixture to the desired 
consistency. 

Add milk if it gets too chy. 
After you ruin a couple of batch­
es you will get the hang of it. 

The same goes for Mrs. Dash. 
Place the meatball mixture in a 

large pan, such as a cookie sheet. 
Spread a one-inch layer of the 

mixture over about half of the 
sheet, as you would a thin meatloaf. 

I was going to say like a shep­
herd's pie, but shepherd's pie 
conjures up the image of some­
thing that shepherds 1ly to avoid 
stepping into when walking in the 
sheep pasture. (See Broke Budget 
Mountain, the Remake in last 
week's issue for more on shep­
herds and shepherds' pie.) 

It is s1lMge about shepherds. 
In the movie, Brokeback 
Mountain, the producers refened 
to the shepherds as cowboys 
because the movie was a serious 
work of a1t about the relationship 
that develops between two men 

Write Ins Needed and Town Meeting No Shows 
Precinct 3 needs one write-in candidate for town meeting at the annual 
town election on Monday, May 15th. Precinct 4 needs one 3-year, and 
three 2-year write-ins. Precinct 6 needs three 3-year write-ins. For the 
record, no-shows at the May 6th annual town meeting were: David 
Bennett, (2); Michael Boduch, (3); Ernest Brown, (4); Charles Choleva, (5); 
Edward Corbiere, (3); Brian Costa, (6); Denise DiPaolo, (5); Arthur Evans, 
(1); Robert Fritz, (3); Gregory Garrison, (6); Kathleen Hyson, (3); Darren 
Lenois, (6); Don MacPhail, (3); Jonathan Parrott, (2); Carlyn Saltman, (6); 
Karen Schweitzer, (1) Edward Voudren, (4) Lyn Wasielewski, (6) and 
Donald Wysocki (4). 

WE DIG FRANKLIN COUNTY 
OUR PRODUCTS 
• Washed Stone, Assorted Sizes 
• Sand - Title V & Mason 
• Red Rock Stone -

in 501b. bags or bulk 
• Brick Red Bark Mulch 
• Gravel, 3", 1-1/2", 3/4" 
• TRG - Dense Grade 
• Loam, screened/unscreened 

(413) 114-1285 

Services 
Site Work 
Parking Lots 
Excavation 
Drainage 
Underground 
Tank Removal 

Equipment 
Rentals 
Trucking 
Low Bed 
Flat Bed 
Back Hoe 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRICRS 

left alone on the range too long. 
The producers could not use 

shepherds because shepherds 
work alone, usually accompanied 
only by a no-nonsense sheep dog. 

Getting back to the square 
meatballs, bake the mixture at 350 
degrees tmtil it begins to brown. 

Remove the cookie sheet and 
cut the meatball mixture, as you 
would cut brownies into about l" 
x l" squares. 

Separate the square meatballs, 
tum them over and return them to 
the oven. Now they will be able 
to brown nicely on all sides. 

These neatly cubed beauties 
can be used just as any ordinary 
rmmd meatball, except that they 
do not roll off the plate. 

The board noted that secu­
rity and impacts on abutters 
are criteria spelled out in the 
town's bylaws for site plan 
review, and further noted that 
Paulauskas had agreed to sub-

The board plans to contin­
ue deliberation on the Lake 
Grove site plan review on 
Tuesday, may 18th, at 8 p.m. 

II 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Telephone Pole On Fire 
Wednesday 5-03 

8: 10 a m. Report of a tele­
phone pole on fire on West 
Gill Road. Officer sent. Fire 
and phone company contact­
ed. 

Thursday 5-04 
3:35 p.m. Repo1t of a two­

car motor vehicle accident on 
Route 2, near Barton Cove. 
Both vehicles towed, no 
injuries repo1ted. 

4:30 p.m. Report of loose 
cows on Main Road. Cows 
located and corralled. 

Friday 5-05 
5:40 p.m. Muh1al aid for 

Athol State Police barracks 
for a report of items being 
thrown from a school bus. 
Officer identified the bus and 
assisted state police with the 
investigation of the sihiation. 

10:30 p.m. Report filed on 
a recovered stolen motor vehi­
cle that was fotmd burned, off 
of River Road. Vehicle 
totaled. 

Sahirday 5-06 
4:50 pm. Muh1al aid to 

the town of Montague. 
Assistance with an intoxicat­
ed male subject. 

11 :45 p.m. Repo1t of suspi­
cious subjects on the French 
King Bridge. Officer 
observed the area, and moved 
the parties along without inci­
dent. 

12:45 am. Muh1al aid to 
the town of Erving. French 
King Motel - assist with a 
possible suicidal subject. 

Sunday 5-07 
10:35 a.m. Assisted 

Bernardston police with a 

brush fire on Route 10. 

11 :00 a.m. Repo1t of sub­
jects walking tmder the Gill­
Montague bridge. Officer sent 
to the area, and all parties 
were gone on arrival. 

Monday 5-08 
7:45 a.m. Officer sent to 

the Route 2 area for a report 
of a cat stmck by a vehicle. 

11 :40 pm. Report of suspi­
cious activity behind a Route 
2, Gill business. Officer 
investigated the area, and only 
fotmd employees in the area. 

12:09 a.m. Suspicious 
activity on Northfield Road in 
Bernardston. Officer was 
assisted by Northfield and 
Bernardston police. Possible 
domestic issues. Report has 
been filed. 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

-----
(413) 367-2475 

"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

low !"ates. pl"ofess1onal se1"v1ce. boysenh@aol.com 
advertising . web graphics . logos . brochures . catalogs . cards . signs 

'-._/ 

531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 

413-367-2425 lynnreynolds@verizon.net 

.ADIATOR • = 
Plastic - Aluminum •Copper• Brass 

DlATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l Domestic ,. 
ooling Rte. 2, <,111 
:tern 863-4049 l-800-439-4049 ~ 

www.boysenhodgson@comcast.net 

Act-pressure Massage & 
H!JPnotfierty:Jy 

Janet Masucci 
413-863-8694 

Natiorutll, c--:ertifie<l in TI1em .utic Massa eSince 1993 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

r----------, 
I • BAKER~ I 
I Office Supply I 
I Bring this ad and receive 20% off I 
I any one iteni that is not on sale! I 

www.bakerofficesupply.com 
I 31 O Main Street • Greenfield I 
L 774-2345 can Bonnie todav! .J ---------



May 11, 2006 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 11 

River Steward Watches Over the Connecticut River 
BY RUTH WITTY 
GREENFIELD The 
Connecticut River Watershed 
Council is a non-profit mem­
bership organization that has 
been working for more than 50 
years to protect and restore the 
Connecticut River watershed. 
Andrea Donlon is the River 
Steward for the Massachusetts 
area of the watershed. This 
means she watches out for all 
developments that may affect 
the river, such as erosion, 
chemical spills or baniers to 
the movement of fish. 

Q: Do you have any person­
al experience that led you to be 
interested in the environment 
or rivers in particular? 

I have always been interest­
ed in the environment, even as 
a kid. In eighth grade I was 
supposed to write to a woman 
in the news, so I wrote to Lois 
Gibbs, of Love Canal fame, 
who helped get laws in place 
for hazardous waste cleanup. 
In college, I got a master's 
degree in forestry. 

Q: Tell me about your work 
on the Holyoke Dam? 

All of the hydro power 
facilities on the Connecticut 
River are regulated by FERC 
(the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission) and 
power licenses come up for 
renewal eve1y fo1ty years. As 
an inte1venor, the Connecticut 
River Watershed Council is a 
party to all proceedings. I 
review the fish passage 
repo1ts. I make sure they take 
into account the wildlife of the 
river. The Holyoke Dam is the 
first barrier to migratory fish 
hying to swim up the river. 
There is a fish lift, which 
works like an elevator: fish 
swim on as water flows 
through, it lifts up above the 
dam, and fish swim off. The 
viewing window at the 
Holyoke dam is ve1y interest­
ing. 

There are also 
three fish 'ladders' 
that help fish over the 
Turners Falls dam. 
Actually these form a 
series of pools, each 
one a foot higher than 
the last. The fish don't 
really climb a ladder, 
but instead swim from 
pool to pool. Visitors 
to the Turners Falls 
fishway can see shad, 
lamprey and other 
fish as they swim 
upriver to spawn. 

Q: Tell me about 
the annual Source to 
Sea cleanup. I heard 
at the last one over a 
thousand people came 
together to pull 
garbage out of the 
river. 

This year our 
Cleanup will be held on 
Saturday, September 30th, and 
numerous groups will take 
part. Last year the biggest 
showing was from Turners 
Falls and included a number of 
different organizations, scout 
groups, equestI'ian clubs, col­
lege students and many others. 
We pulled all sorts of things 
out of the river, including car 
parts, fishing tackle, tires and 
so forth. 

Q: What was the most 
bizarre thing pulled out of the 
river? 

Probably the bath hrb. 

Q: Can you talk about the 
Migratory Fisheries 
Restoration Initiative? 

The Migratory Fisheries 
Restoration Initiative deals 
with the removal of barriers to 
fish on their u·aditional migra­
tion routes. For example, we 
plan to build a bypass around 
the dam on the Sawmill River, 
upsu·eam of the Bookmill in 
Montague. 

Andrea Donlan, River Steward 

Q: Are there any other proj­
ects you would like to talk 
about? 

We keep an eye on all state 
regulations and laws that affect 
the river. We review permits 
for the discharge of wastewater 
into the Connecticut River. 

I would like to talk about 
the pumped storage hydropow­
er facility at Northfield 
Mountain. It pumps water 
uphill to a man made rese1voir 
and when market conditions 
are right it releases the water to 
flow downhill, to generate 
electricity. The resulting fluc­
hlation in flow in that area of 
the river seems to contribute to 
erosion on the banks of the 
river, and even nearby streams. 
The utility company that owns 
Northfield Mountain has been 
forced to rehabilitate some 
stream banks. I sit on a com­
mittee that deals with this 
issue. 

Q: The Connecticut River 
Watershed Council has inter­
vened in the request by Entergy 
Vermont Yankee to raise the 
temperature of the river during 

-

certain conditions of 
discharge of coolant 
water. I believe 
Vermont Yankee is 
asking permission to 
raise the river tem­
perature to as high 
as 85 degrees, a mile 
from the plant, 
under certain condi­
tions. What is the 
CRWC perspective 
on that? 

On April 21st of 
- this year, we chal­

lenged the decision 
by the Vermont 
Agency of Natural 
Resources to grant 
Vermont Yankee 
permission to 
increase the temper­
ature of the river. 
The appeal was filed 
in the Ve1mont envi­
ronmental court. 

Temperature greatly impacts 
fish as water contains less dis­
solved oxygen at a higher tem­
perahll'e. It also makes little 
sense to allow Vermont Yankee 
to increase levels of pollution 
to the river at the same time we 
are working to help important 
fish species such as shad and 
salmon to recover their num­
bers. 

Q: Water has been called 
the impending crisis of our 
times. Any comment on your 
work from a global perspec-

five? 
We care about water quality. 

Over the years there have been 
proposals to divert the 
Connecticut River to provide 
drinking water for Boston. It 
huned out, when they fixed 
their pipes in Boston this was 
no longer necessa1y. As popu­
lation increases there may 
again be pressure to use the 
river water for drinking. 

Globally, my concern is that 
more and more frequently pri­
vate water companies conu·ol 
public water supplies. My 
wony is that private compa­
nies run public se1vices for a 
profit rather than for the public 
good. 
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WENDELL 
continued from pg 1 

and the end date for the build­
ings is specified as December 
31st. The septic system should 
be done by the end of 
September. 

Dufresne Henry made 
change orders to the septic plan 
that brought the project under 
budget. 

Ted Lewis, elected to his 
13th consecutive term, without 
opposition, in the May 1st town 
election, was re-elected chair 
of the selectboard. 

The meeting began with 
Geoff Rogers, of the 
Hampshire Council of 
Governments, offering the 
town an opportunity to enroll in 
the COG cooperative electrici­
ty buying program available to 
towns in the western counties 
of the state. Larger users get a 
better price, so his agency is 
uniting towns into a single buy­
ing group. Eighteen towns have 
signed up, and another six or 

JA'DUKE 
continued from pg 1 
Waynelovich has decided a 
move and expansion for Ja'Duke 
is a necessity. Although he has 
had an offer of a space in 
Greenfield, Waynelovich said, 
"We want to be in Turners. 
That's where my identity is." 

Waynelovich's identity has 
been tied to Tumers for quite 
some time. He said his fainily, 
Russian on his father's side and 
French Canadian (Bastarache) 
on his mother's side, has lived in 
town since the rum of the nine­
teenth cenhlly. 

Recently, Waynelovich 
signed a purchase and sale agree-

seven are considering the 
options. Under the cooperative 
arrangement, electricity is 
bought at auction, and the rates 
va1y widely depending on 
demand. 

Three plans are available: a 
fixed rate plan which is the 
most expensive, a real time use 
plan which is more suited to 
consumers that can schedule 
their heavy use at low demand 
times, and a profit sharing plan. 
Under that plan the town would 
pay the same bill it pays now, 
and at the end of the year the 
COG deducts its expenses and 
splits the savings with the 
town. Keller and Heard were 
most interested in that plan, 
and gave Rogers authorization 
to get access to the town's elec­
tric bill, which is the first step 
in the enrollment process. 

Rogers also gave the select­
board a list of state surplus 
items available to towns at auc­
tion. Keller said he would pass 
the list on to road boss Dan 
Bacigalupo. 

ment with the town for tliree 
acres in the Industrial Park, at 
$22,000 per acre. He said the 
85,000 square foot building he 
plans to build there will cost at 
least half a Inillion dollars, and, 
if all goes smoothly, it should be 
ready for occupancy by the sum­
mer of 2007. 

Following Tuesday's site 
plan hearing with the planning 
board, town planner Robin 
She1man said, "The planning 
board is ve1y supportive of the 
Ja'Duke proposal." The hear­
ing on the project was contin­
ued until May 23rd, to allow 
time for Ja'Duke to come up 
with a maintenance plan for 
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Seal Lamadeleine met the 
board next, to continue renting 
the town hall for the fragrance 
free dances she holds on the 
second Friday of each month, 
and in June on the third Friday. 
Shanti Stark asked to rent the 
town hall Sahll'day, Jtme 17th 
for a world music dance party, 
starting at 7:00 p.m. She plans 
to charge according to a sliding 
scale, as the Full Moon 
Coffe.ehouse charges. The 
selectboard approved her 
request, and she paid the $50 
rental fee. 

While signing bills for pay­
ment Keller suggested to tax 
collector Penny Delorey that 
she adve1tise in the Athol Daily 
News, instead of the Greenfield 
Recorder because the Daily 
News is much less expensive, 
and meets the requirements of 
the law. (Of course, we know 
of a local weekly with classi­
fied rates less expensive than 
either of the dailies'. - ed note.) 

The board signed a letter to 
state legislators, written by 

drainage, a plan to protect the 
drainage system during con­
struction, more detail on grad­
ing of pavement on fire lanes 
for the parking lot, detail on 
connection and anticipated 
flow for the sewer hook-up, 
and more information on exte­
rior lighting. No abutter object­
ed to the plan. Paul Cohen, 
principal of the Tech School, 
commented, "I am interested in 
cross-educational oppo1tunities 
with the new facility." 

When financing becomes 
available, Waynelovich said he 
anticipates a second phase of 
constmction to follow, to build 
an 11,000-square-foot, 400 seat 
perfo1ming a1ts space on the 
site, adjacent to the classroom 
facility. With the Jonathan 
Edwards Academy and the 
Hallmark lnstih1te nearby, 
Waynelovich points out, "It's 
really an educational and indus­
trial park. There are three edu­
cational instihltions there, none 
of which have an auditoriums." 
But, mainly, with the growth in 
popularity of Ja' Duke produc­
tions, Wayne-lovich said, "We 
need a place to perfo1m." The 

Dennis Rindone, asking the 
state to maintain its payment to 
the town in lieu of taxes for 
state-owned land. 

Aldrich also read an 
unsigned letter stating the 
writer had witnessed town 
employees smoking in town 
buildings and vehicles. Heard 
said, "I don't want to pass 
arotmd, or act on anonymous 
letters," and the board did not 
act on the complaint. 

There has been a request for 
an auction of town owned 
properties. Keller thought an 
auction should occur as soon as 
possible, but Heard protested 
that the constmction projects 
were taking a lot of time. 
Keller said an auction would be 
the responsibility of the auc­
tioneer, and would not take 
much of his time; he said that 
decision should be left to 
Carolyn Manley, town treasur­
er. 

The selectboard did not set 
the date for the annual town 
meeting, but the two members 

Shea just isn't big enough for 
Ja'Duke anymore. 

He said his planned theater 
on Industrial Boulevard would 
bring more people to Turners. 

Financing is in hand for the 
first phase of construction, for 
the performance arts education 
center, which Waynelovich said 
would "provide four class­
rooms for instmction in all 
aspects of perforining, includ­
ing lighting, set design, danc­
ing, acting, singing, set con­
struction, and music writing." 

"We're ve1y excited. We've 
grown by word of mouth, and 
we're still growing. We are 
bursting at the seams." 

Debra J' Anthony, executive 
director of the Shea, said the 
non-profit theater's relation­
ship with Waynelovich and Ja' 
Duke Productions has been a 
long and muhially supportive 
one. Anticipating the possible 
loss of one of the Shea's three 
resident companies, if Ja' Duke 
does build a new performance 
space on Industrial Boulevard, 
J'Anthony said the loss would 
open up opporhinities for the 
347-seat Shea. 

May 11, 2006 

present thought it would have 
to be some time in Inid to late 
June. Seven days notice is 
required for posting the annual 
town meeting warrant, but the 
special town meeting usually 
scheduled beforehand requires 
14 days posting. 

Keller said the annual meet­
ing cannot be held tmtil the 
finance cominittee is ready, and 
that finance cominittee chair 
Michael Idoine is still gather­
ing necessa1y budget info1ma­
tion. Town moderator Kathy 
Becker has said she is not 
available in June. It is her 
responsibility to appoint a sub­
stih1te if she is tmable to attend. 
Jtme 14th and 28th are sched­
uled meetings of the select­
board, but a town meeting can 
be held after a short selectboard 
meeting, if necessa1y. 

The town free box needs to 
be relocated during constmc­
tion, and Keller suggested put­
ting it behind the library, with 
the permission of librari- r~■ 
an Rosie Heidkamp. 11!1 

"We're looking at bringing 
in national touring companies, 
and we're in early discussions 
with two local theater compa­
nies. If he does leave the Shea, 
we will fill the space with 
another local company." 
J' Anthony said she tmderstood 
Ja' Duke's plans for a new per­
formance space were several 
years from fmition, and for 
now, "The Shea is almost 
booked solid for next year." In 
addition to the three resident 
troupe's productions, she men­
tioned "children's theater, new 
works, Stoneleigh Burnham 
rents the hall for a week, 
Jonathan Edwards Academy 
will present Shakespeare. And 
if we have a good response to 
Valley Idol (preiniering at the 
Shea for three weekends, 
beginning May 19th), we'll be 
doing that again as well," 
J' Anthony said. 

She1man said with the par­
titioning of three acres from 
the five-acre plot next to the 
Tech School, only one large 
(14.68 acre) plot will remain 
undeveloped at the r~■ 
Industrial Park. 11!1 
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BY JENNY CHAPIN 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
When people get sick, they usu­
ally do so in specific and recur­
ring themes. There is often a 
predisposition leaning us one 
way rather than another, based 
on where our sensitivities lie. 
As important as it is to look at 
causal factors of disease, so also 
is it imperative to take in the 
bigger picture of who we are, 
how our lifestyle choices influ­
ence our health and may make 
us more or less susceptible to 
illness. 

Long-time practitioner and 
teacher of Chinese Medicine, 
Dr. Ted Kaptchuk, states that 
"the lines of causality are bent 
into circles." Internal and exter­
nal forces minor each other; 
emotions and body stmcture are 
linked. Relationships exist 
within patterns. Rather than tak­
ing a symptom out of context, 
we need to look at how it fits 

ILLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Ajriend told 
me that sinusitis could be the 
cause of a mild toothache I had, 
so I waited a while. Well, when 
my sinuses cleared, the tooth 
pain disappeared. Was my friend 
right? 

I can write from personal 
experience on this one. I had a 
bad toothache that sent me to my 
dentist. He did some x-rays and 
could find nothing wrong. He 
asked me about my sinuses and I 
told him I was fighting an infec­
tion. Bingo. 

Yes, infection in the sinuses 
located in your cheekbones can 
cause your upper jaw and teeth 
to ache, and your cheeks to 
become tender to the touch. 
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Causes of Disease 
into the body and the life in 
which it appears. 

Renowned neurophysiologist 
Dr. Valerie Htmt has been doing 
research since the 1940s on 
human energy fields. She has 
fotmd that there is a dynamic 
field of energy that both sur­
rotmds and pe1meates the entire 
body. Her research dete1mined 
that change occurs in the field 
before any other systems within 
the physical body change. In 
other words, disease begins at 
an energetic level. She writes 
that "physiological symptoms 
appear because of the field dis­
hrrbance. If we conect the dis­
hrrbance in the field, the symp­
toms disappear and we have 
been healed. If we treat the 
symptoms directly, then when a 
stressful sih1ation once more 
aggravates the incoherent ener­
gy that is the source of the prob­
lem, the disease condition 
rehuns." 

Sinusitis is a nasty malady that 
can do much more than give you 
a toothache. 

Sinusitis, which is infection 
or inflammation of the sinuses, 
creates suffering for about 3 7 
inillion Americans every year. 

The sinuses are fom· pairs of 
cavities: the frontal sinuses over 
the eyes, maxillary sinuses 
inside each cheekbone, ethmoid 
sinuses just behind the bridge of 
the nose, and sphenoid sinuses 
behind the ethmoids. Each sinus 
is connected to the nose. 

Acute sinusitis lasts for fom· 
weeks or less. Subacute sinusitis 
runs four to eight weeks. 
Chronic sinusitis can continue 
for years. Recurrent sinusitis 
includes several acute attacks 
within a year. 

Unlike sinusitis, a common 
cold usually goes away without 
treatment in about ten days. So, 
if you have what feels like a bad 
cold for longer than ten days, go 
to your doctor for a check-up. 

One way to explain this par­
adigm is that disease begins on 
subtler levels than the physical 
body, but when subtle signs are 
ignored or simply not identified, 
the condition makes its way to 
the physical body in its search 
for acknowledgement, appear­
ing as symptoms which we 
begin to recognize. The physi­
cal form is the most substantial 
manifestation of energy; 
accordingly, by the time a dis­
ease state anives at that level, 
it's in a more solid shape than 
how it began. Illness can thus be 
seen as the body's way of trying 
to bring our attention to an 
imbalance somewhere in our 
life - a life lesson, perhaps. 

In Chinese Medicine, there 
are four categories of causal 
factors. The fu-st is constih1tion, 
the genetic makeup inherited 
from our parents, both their 
DNA pool and their lifestyle 
choices. 

The second is external envi­
ronmental ingredients of wind, 
cold, heat, dampness, dryness, 
and summer heat. Pathological 
reactions of the body emulate 
environmental factors. For 
example, wind makes some­
thing come up suddenly, and 
move arotmd in the body. 

The third category is emo­
tional factors, internal gauges of 
our well-being. This is our indi­
vidual personality, our feelings, 
thoughts, and behaviors. Fomth 
is lifestyle: diet, sexual activity, 
and physical activity. 

These last two aspects, emo­
tions and lifestyle, are about 
how we conduct our lives. We 
can't choose our genetics, but 
we can choose our attih1des 
towards work, who we spend 
time with, what we do for ft.m, 
and how we nourish our bodies 
and souls. 

Scientists and spirih1al peo­
ple alike suggest that our deep-

THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

Sinusitis 
Most cases of acute sinusitis 

start with a cold or allergy 
attack, which inflames the 
mucous membranes of the 
sinuses. Swelling traps air and 
mucus in the sinuses, and they 
cannot drain properly. The 
trapped mucus creates ideal con­
ditions for bacteria to grow. 

Symptoms of chronic sinusi­
tis may be less severe than those 
of acute sinusitis. However, 
untreated chronic sinusitis can 
cause damage to the sinuses and 
cheekbones that sometimes 
requires surge1y to repair. 

Most people with sinusitis 
have pain or tenderness. Other 
symptoms of sinusitis can 
include fever, weakness, fatigue, 
nasal congestion, cough and 
sore throat. 

If you have acute sinusitis, 
your doctor may prescribe 
decongestants, antibiotics and 
pain relievers. Many cases of 
acute sinusitis will end without 
antibiotics. 

Many health care providers 
treat chronic sinusitis as though 
it is an infection, by using antibi­
otics and decongestants. Others 
use both antibiotics with steroid 
nasal sprays. Fmther research is 
needed to dete1mine the best 
treatment. 

When medical treatment 
fails, surgery may be the only 
alternative for treating chronic 
sinusitis. The most common 
surge1y done today is ft.mctional 
endoscopic sinus surge1y 
(FESS) to enlarge the nahu·al 
openings and allow drainage. 

FESS is less invasive than 
conventional sinus surge1y. With 
the endoscope, the surgeon can 
look directly into the nose while 
clearing the narrow channels 
between the sinuses. This type 
of surge1y can be done tmder 
local or general anesthesia. 

One wo1thwhile way to help 
keep your sinuses clear is to use 
an over-the-cotmter saltwater 
nasal wash every day. Most 
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est sense of dis-ease, and cone­
sponding manifestation of ill­
ness, may have a lot to do with 
whether we align with our rea­
son for being here, and recog­
nize and muture the tmique gifts 
we have to offer. 

Of course, life is really an 
interaction of all these forces. 
We do not live in isolation, nei­
ther our body pa1ts from one 
another, nor our hea1ts from our 
commumties. The greatest 
health comes not from a per­
fectly ft.mctioning body, but 
from the happiness of sharing 
our lives in meaningfol ways 
with others. 

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc­
turist, bodyworker, and yoga 
teacher in Greenfield. Suggest 
a topic or question for her col­
umn at jgchapin@crocker.com 

pha1macies cany them. They 
help remove mucus and bacteria 
from the nose and sinuses. I use 
one myself and it has been ben­
eficial. 

Jfyou have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com 

Free Men's 
Health SCreeni• 

A free men's health screen­

ing will be held Thursday, May 
18th from 5-7 p.m. at the office 
of DL Erik Smith, 424 State 
Road, in South Deerfield. Men's 
Health screenings include a 
PSA, cholesterol panel, fasting 
blood sugar, height, weight, 
blood pressure, and DRE. Men's 
Health Screenings are open to 

all men age eighteen and older. 
There are no income guide­
lines;screenings are available to 

all regardless of insurance sta­
tus. Registration is required. Call 
the Men's Health Partnership at 
413-773-5555 or 978-544-2259. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR DIRECTIONS HEALING ARTS 
Acupuncture 

• 1 12 Ave. A, Turners Falls 

GET HEALTHY, STAY HEALTHY 
I. 

863-8033 k_r_ adams@verizon.net 

Holistic practitioners Interested In renting 
treatment space, please call 

(up a· Jo£ Ne~~~~~ 
~ Internet 

Espresso• Cappuccino• lattes j1J{ ]) 
• Great Casua{ Atmo~nere ~ 

• Crcat c~ffcc, yastt·ics, Mon. Fri 
anJ breaifast serveJ 11(( ifay. 6 to 2 

• Dcfi sandwiches and wr~ps are Sat & Sun 
11vai(aMcfm· (uncfi. a to 2 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA01376 / (413)863-2800 / Zach Fellows-Owner 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 

Teachers: 
20% off educational materials 

15% off all other books 

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6; Sac 9-6; Sun 12-5 

863-9417 
74 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners falls, MA 
Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELER.a 
• Tradilional and ConLempornry Jewelry 

'IJ) Diamonds 

C11stom repair 
worf tfo1·1e 0>1;n·emises 

<I)} Watches 
~ A1miversary Bands 

OMjasl,ioued-service! 

Comer of Main & 

Larry Pfeffer 
772-0859 Mon.-rrL, 9::~0-5::{0 

Sat. 9:00-5:00 
www.countryjcwcler.com Chapman Slreets, Greenfield 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

Jujt ~fnp 
We Buy Anything From a Pin 

To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360 
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 

39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

carpentrv 
No job too small - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

Help Wanted 

Montague Parks and 
Recreation Department 
Summer Playground Staff 
Director & Counselors 
The Montague Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
currently seeking reliable, 
responsible, and enthusiastic 
individuals for their Summer 
Playground Staff. We are 
accepting applications for 
Playground Director and 
Counselor positions. The 
seven-week Summer Play­
ground Program serves children 
from the ages of 5 - 12, and is 
held Mondays through Fridays 
from July 3 through August 18, 
2006. Application Deadline 
extended to Friday, May 12. 
Certification in First Aid and CPR 
preferred, but not required. 
Individuals must provide proof of 
legal working age. For more 
information, please contact the 
MPRD Office at 863-3216. The 
Town of Montague is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Help Wanted 
Montague Parks & Recreation 
Department Certified 
Lifeguard 
The Montague Parks & 
Recreation Department is 
accepting applications for a PIT 
lifeguard position for the 
summer. This individual is 
needed for both indoor pool and 
waterfront guarding. This 
position involves morning and 
afternoon hours. Certifications 
in Basic and Waterfront 
lifeguarding is required, and 
must be current and valid 
throughout the employment 
period. Applications are 
available at the Montague Parks 
and Recreation Department, 56 
First Street, Turners Falls, MA. 
For more information, you may 
call us at 863-3216. Position 
opened until filled. The Town of 
Montague is an EOE. 

Wanted to Rent 

Furnished summer rental. 
Female writer seeks July-Aug 
cottage, house, apt. or private 
rooms in large house. 
Comfortable, quiet, light, pretty. 
Call Tammy Mitchell: 561-994-
0106. 

'Valley Idol' at the Shea 
TURNERS FALLS - 'Valley 
Idol,' a Karaoke singing 
contest with a grand prize of 
$1,000 will take place May 
19th, 20th, 27th and June 3rd 
at the Shea Theater, 71 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls. Auditions 
will be on Friday, May 19th, at 
7 p.m. for the first 100 
applicants only. A $35 
registration fee applies to all 
contestants. 

Singers will need to prepare 
a 90-second musical karaoke 
selection for audition. First 

night cut will go to 25 singers. 
Go to www.theshea.org to 
download registration and to 
view contest information, or 
leave a message at 863-2281. 

Advance tickets may be 
purchased at World Eye Book 
Store in Greenfield; the Jones 
Library in Amherst; Books & 
More in Turners Falls; 
Greenfield Savings Bank, all 
branches; at WHAi in 
Greenfield; online at 
www.theshea.org, or at the 
Shea Box Office at 863-2281. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

BEAUTY 
continued from pg 1 
and the Beast the complete 
treatment, providing Turners 
with its own taste of Broadway. 
Valerie Mosher is simply lovely 
as Belle, as she sings of hope and 
adventure, using her kind spirit 
to bring humanity back to a 
Beast who has lost his own. 
Patrick McGuire is the Beast 
stmggling to become a humane 
and loving being, while locked 
in a prison of anger and despair. 
For viewers unfamiliar with the 
stage production of Beauty and 
the Beast, the Beast himself has 

Mont:J2ue Community 
TV (MCTV) - a small 
public access TV station 
serving Montague, Gill and 
Erving, is seeking two 
candidates with excellent 
organizational, technical and 
people skills. (1) 
Administrative Directo1·, 15 
hrs: outreach and community 
liaison; fundraising; general 
office management; oversee 
volunteers. (2) Technical 
Directo1·, 25 hrs: program 
channel(s) and community 
board; liaison with Comcast; 
maintain/inventory equipment; 
tape public meetings; 
implement training sessions. 
Submit cover letter, resume 
and references by June 5th to 
Michael Bosworth, MCCI 
Business Support, 24 3rd 
Street, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. Please see 
www.MontagueTV.org for 
more info. 

three solo numbers during the 
show, and McGuire delivers 
them with impassioned feeling, 
tmly bringing the spirit locked 
within the Beast to life. 

John Redeker is Gaston, 
striding his way through the 
heaits of his breathless admirers, 
followed by Lefou, played by 
Eric Allen. Tim Mosher is 
Belle's sweetly scatterbrained 
father Maurice, while B.J. Kulp 
and Outis Rich's gleefol cries of 
"It's a girl!" when Belle ai11ves 
at the castle propel the chai·acters 
of Lumiere and Cogswo1th with 
vivid expression and amusing 
banter. Balancing the two out is 
Judith Dean Kulp as 
kindheaited, down-to-eaith Mrs. 
Potts (accompanied by her 
teacup tot Eliza Sagan) and 
Mai-issa Sicley as the frou-frou 
feather duster amour Babette. 
Colin Allen is the shiveringly 
sinister asylum-keeper Mon­
sieur D' Arque, and Toni Wilcox 
makes an operatic appeai·ance as 
Madame de la Grande Bouche. 
With appearances by Jodie 
Walsh, Kyle Dargas, Eula Sagan, 
and the rest of the Ja' Duke 
ensemble, the actors give life to 
an all-time favo11te fairy tale 
with b11lliance and hea1t. 

An extra added attraction for 
AlysonRose was the appeai·ance 
of the multiple dance ensembles. 

Mabel Zobel 
By 

Sandra Facto 

The bi~st disadvantage of getting old is 
that you con not outgrow itllf 

May 11 2006 

From the first perfo1mance by 
the Petite and Teen Hip-Hop 
groups dwmg the Wolf Chase to 
the Junior Tap performance 
dmmg the Battle, the dancers 
show extraordinaiy talent and 
skill. Special highlights of the 
dances include an appeai·ance by 
the Tiny Tot dancers during 
Gaston's proposal and a 
marvelous number by Senior 
Tap during the tavern scene. The 
costumes ai·e beautifol - with 
each new number AlysonRose's 
eyes grew bigger and stan-ier as 
the cosh1mes grew more 
elaborate and spai·kly. 

Ja'Duke's presentation of 
Beauty and the Beast is a 
magnificent success. On 
congrahilating director and 
producer Nick Waynelovich on 
the production, he agreed the the 
cast and crew gave it their all. 
"It's a great show; there's music 
and dance ... something for 
everyone." There is indeed. 

Ja'Duke's perfo1mance of 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast 
will run this weekend, Friday, 
May 12th and Sa.hirday, May 
13th at 7:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 
May 14th at 2:00 pm. 

If you're a fan of musicals, 
dance, or brilliant acting; if 
you're a dreamer, a tale-teller or 
a child, especially a child at 
heart, Ja' Duke's perfo1mance of 
Beauty and the Beast is a 
must-see for you. II 

The First Congregational 

Church of Mont.ague 

Sunday School ·will host: 

Plant& 
Bake Sale 
Sablrdav. Mav 20th 
9am-12Noon 
Summer food basket 

raffle with all the fixings 
for a great picnic and a 

few surprises. 
Tickets on sale at Rau's 

Sunoco. 
Proceeds will benefit the 

Heifer Project. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 

Secure 24-hour ac.c.ess ij 
OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

65 CHW. 5TREEr • TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

Clay/Stone Smlpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawings @nd Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 BY CHANCE OR 

FAX 413.863. 9099 APPOINTMENT. 

EMAIL: JACK@CANALSTAR.BIZ 

• Glass Replacement 
uscle Car Repair & Res 

\Y~ntOFJ;if-Z't;Af 
,...\)- Su,ee 1910 ...... -. 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING . SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

f1dJc•«-, ~ 9" ~I 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas, Piping 

[) • The Gas Experts 

-!11QJII!. lMCi:M<. 
Hc,,omg&~S,.:... 413-863-2295 c....r.iAir-Any,--ba-e 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB, CRS, GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ger I Johnson & AssonarEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

FRIDAY, MAY 12TH 

Rt. 63 Road House come dance to 

Strangers Rock & Roll. 9:30 p.m. 
Millers Falls, for more information, 
cal (413) 659-3384. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

MAY 12TH & 13TH 8 p m. 
SUNDAY, MAY 14 2p.m. 
Beauty and the Beast! JaDuke 

Center for the Performing Arts 
continues performances of the 

smash Broadway musical Beauty 
and the Beast at the Shea Theatre, 
Turners Falls. Tickets are $12 for 

adults and $10 for 12/under and 
65/over and can be reserved by 

calling the Shea Theatre at (413) 

863-2281 Ext. 2. Let the beauty 
and the magic be part of your life. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 
12113TH & 26127TH 

Media Arts Cinema shows "Free to 

Fly" by Northfield filmmaker Mike 
Schena One show each evening at 

8pm in the Green Trees Galle1y, 
105 Main St., Nfld. Friday (12th) is 
sold out. Tickets still available for 

Saturday at either Mim's Market or 

the Green Trees Galle1y in Nfld. or 
by phone reservation at 498-2100. 

SATURDAY, MAY 13TH 

The Full Moon Coffee House, 

Wendell Town Hall. Bring your 
dancin' shoes for Trailer Park! A high 
energy, sax driven rock/groove dance 
band that won't let you down. Trailer 
Park has pe1fonned over 600 shows 

throughout New England. Open 
Mike begins at 7:30 and the feattu·e is 

on at 8:00. Open Mic sign-up and 
fiuiher information visit www.wen­

dellfolhnoon.org. 

Annual Plant Sale 9 to 110011, 
Leverett Town Hall in Leverett 

Center. All plant purchases and dona­
tions will continue to help restore and 
maintain the historic Moore's Comer 

Schoolhouse. Composte-d Horse 

Manure will be available for sale by 

Leverett's Stone Pony Fann: High 
School Polo Team! For more info. 
call Dawn, 367-9562. Held Rain or 

Shine! 

Rt. 63 Road House come dance to 
Adam Ainslie Band Rockers, 9:30 

pm. Millers Falls, for more infor­
mation, cal (413) 659-3384. 

SUNDAY, MAY 14 

Free Admission for Mothers 

Mother's Day Celebration: Treat 
all Mothers and Grandmothers to a 
free visit at Historic Deerfield. 

Special gallery tours of 
"Embroidered History-Stitched 
Lives." Parents and kids can take 

part in regularly scheduled "Leam 

About Gardening" Activities from 
110011-4 p m. at the Hands-on 
History Workshop. 

Women's Congress for Peace 
Annual Mother's Day March for 

Peace and Justice. "Our sons (and 
daughters) shall not be taken from 
us to unlearn all we have been able 

to teach them of charity, mercy and 
patience. We women of one coun­

try will be too tender to those of 
another countiy to allow our sons 
(and daughters) to be traine-d to 

injure theirs." ~ Julia Ward Howe, 
from her Mother's Day 

Proclamation in 1870. Meet at 
11 :45 a.m., Bridge St School, 
Northampton; at Noon, march 

downtown for a speakout of prose, 
poems, and song. Info: (413) 256-

1760 or lewis.emily@comcast.net. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17TH 

Reel World Free Film Series: 
"Winter Soldier" 7pm, Arms 

Library, Bridge St, Shelburne 
Falls. Documents the "Winter 
Soldier Investigation" conducted 

by Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War. Over 125 veterans give testi­

mony to war crimes and atrocities 
they either participate-d in or wit-
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nessed. Docume11ta1y footage -
often taken by these veterans - sup­
ports their testimony. Local veter­

ans will be present for discussion. 
95 minutes. The Reel World 

Documenta1y Film Series is organ­
ize.d by West County residents who 
share the conviction that democra­

cy is dependent on an infonne-d and 
engaged public. Info: 625-9708 or 
625-9543. 

MAY18-20TH 

NMH Dance Program Distills 
Drama from Daily Life 
Spring dance performance at 

Northfield Mount Hermon, gathers 
moments from our daily lives and 
distills from them music and move­

ment. The dance companies of 
NMH will put on a show each 

night begining at 7 pm in Grandin 
Auditorium on the Mount He1mo11 

campus in Gill. Tickets cost $2 for 
NMH students, faculty and staff, 
and $5 for all others. Reservations 

can be made by calling 498-3017. 
For directions, go to www nmh­

school.org or call (413) 498-3000. 

FRIDAY, MAY 19 

Tara Jane O'Neil at The Bookmill 
Experimental folk chanteuse Tara 

Jane O'Neil has been crafting her 
unique brand of finely tune-d solo 
albums for years now. And being 

the indie rock pioneer that she is, 
she continues to plow forward in 

the name of experimentation, 
refinement and self-realization. 
Hinging on beautiful acoustics and 

barely-there personal ruminations, 
her most recent foll-length "You 
Sound, Reflect" is an understated 

yet ambitious record. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 

19TH & 20TH 

"Free Spirits" at the Media Arts 
Cinema in the Green Trees Galle1y, 
Nfld. The incredible sto1y of the 
Massachusetts' Brotherhood of the 

Spirit/Renaissance Commm1ity and 
its controversial fotu1der, Michael 

Metelica Raptu1Zel. What started as 
an experiment in spiritllal seeking 

and poverty by many became, for a 
time, a wallow in excess for a select 

few. At its peak in the early to late 
seventies, the commtu1e boasted fotu· 

hundred foll-time residents, real 
estate in fotu· Massachusetts towns, 

its own airplane, Rolls Royce, 
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Adam Ainslee Band at the Route 63 Roadhouse in Millers Falls, 
Saturday Night, May 13th, 9:30 - Hard rocking trio 

national rock band, recording studio, 
and fihn and video facilities. Q&A 

with the Director after Fridays fihn. 

Written/Directed by Bruce Geisler -
Tickets available by phone (413) 
498-2100 or at the door. Reservations 

strongly suggested! $8 general 
admission. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

MAY 20TH & 21ST 

Arts and Blooms in Turners Falls 
Open Studio & Downtown 

Walking Tour, IO - 5 p.m. Nestled 
in the bend of the Connecticut 
River, a vibrant and funky arts 

enclave is opening its doors to the 
public. As the planters bloom along 
the streets of this reinvented indus­
trial village, downtown artists of 

Turners Falls will open their work­

ing stt1dios and galleries to reveal 
the blossoming creativity behind 

the historically preserved facades. 

SATURDAY, MAY 20TH 
Ethan Miller & Kate Bove1ma11 

will perfo1m their original fie1y 

songs of hope, justice and struggle 
at the Echo Lake Coffee House, 
Leverett Town Hall. Singer/song­
writers, Ethan & Kate have hard-

Great Falls 
Farmers 
Market 

Wednesday, May 17th 
Avenue A & 6th St 
Peskeomskut Park 

3 - 6 P.M. 
Annuals, Perennials 

Grass Fed Local Beef 
Eggs 

Maple Products 
Baked Goods 

Fresh Produce in Season 

Meet Your Neighbors 
Buy Direct from the 

Farmer 

Keep Montague 
Growing! 

New Vendors Welcome 
Call 863-9026 

hitting analysis, high-energy 
acoustic guitar and rich vocal har­
monies. 7:30 pm, $10/$8 seniors. 

Contact: Diane Crowe, (413) 548-
9394, diacrowe@yahoo.com 

Ill §PIT [HI CHIii 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6, • TUES 
& WEDS -Ongoing Music Project, 

3 -6 • THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6, 
Movie Nigh~ 6 -8 

•Free (except some trips) and open 
to local teens. 

Some require permission slips. 
Iefo: Jared at 863-9559. 

Hot Spot Teen Center is in 
The Brick House 

24 Tbird Street. 'Tu!nen Falls, 01376. 

Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

FRIDAY 5/12, 9-11: 
Ron Meck Irish/Celtic 

No Cover 

SATURDAY 5/13, 9-11: 
Josh Levangie 

No Cover 
Johnny Cash Covers 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wendell Country Store 

e 
GREENFIELD 

:~~!:i~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 

New Seats in Cinemas 2,6,7! 

1. SILENT mLL R 
DAILY 6:30 9 00 

MAT SAT- SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
2. MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 

DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG 13 DTS sound 

MAT SAT-SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
2. THE DA VINCI CODE PG 13 

MAY 18 AT MIDNIGHT 
3. R.V. PG 

DAILY 6:30 9:00 

MAT SAT-SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
4.HOOT PG 

DAILY 6:45 9:10 

MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 
5.THANK YOU FOR SMOKING 

DAILY 6:45 9:10 R 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 
6.JUSTMYLUCK PGI3 

DAILY 7:00 9:20 DTS sound 

SAT, SUN, WED 12 00 3:00 

7. POSEIDON PG DTSsound 

DAILY 7:00 9:20 

SAT, SUN, WED 12:00 3 00 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

(b~~~/1/J~ ~ fb~t!rt!l!J~fr 
Attto~a/e~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

The ~ge Basketball Club 
David Hastings; 

Coach 

Contacts: Only 
Home: (413)648-8959 $125.00 
Fax: (413)863-0157 
Email:CoachHas ings@aol.com 

Summer Basketball Skill Clinic 
At PVRS Notthffeld 
July 3-7 Mon-Fri 09:00-3:00 Grades 3-6 
July 17-21 Mon-Wed 09:00-3:00 Grades 7-10 

::= ~ 
413-~~-28~ 

arol's Beauty !Mook 
29 G Street 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demets 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

The Rites of Spring 
BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Have you noticed? May 
Day rites have finally 
arrived. The night before, 
the children have a hard 
time falling asleep. 

They ask, "But what 
shall we wear, should it 
rain? 

What if it should snow? 
What if the gale wind 

pull down the pole and tear 
our party clothes?" 

magic pole! "Hush, Hush," mmmur 
the adults, "for the monow will bring dancing and joy." 

Remember, the spirits of May will beat their dmms, 
blowing all your fears away! Try imagining instead, 
how blossoms will float on the heads of maidens. 

Squeeze boxes keep up the whirling cadenza. 
Notice they plant each year, smiles on May lips! 
It happened again this year, in Montague Center. 
You may have felt its power. 

How ethereal smells will envelope us all, for the hap­
piness makers have returned! 

Whether a pa1ticipant, an onlooker, a passerby, we 
felt this pa1ticular bien etre (full happiness) called inno­
cence. Watch, how dancers of all ages, hold hands fumly in 

the circle round. 
Listen to the fiddlers' songs climb high around the 

In unison, all, to feast on these glorious yearly rites 
of spring, around the May Pole in Montague Center. 

BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Mid-May and the animal 
world is busy. Winter survival 
has been supplanted by sur­
vival of species, and the 
migrant robins and bluebirds, 
the winter hardy chickadees 
and mallards are busy with 
nest building and foraging. 
This morning an energetic 
robin hopped along the edge 
of the meadow with what 
looked like a big yellow 
worm in his bill. He had trou­
ble managing the load, and a 
close look revealed a scraggly 
bunch of yellow straw, per­
haps a good start for his nest. 
He seemed anxious to add to 
his billful. Was he fearful that 
he might lose it all, or that he 
would bring home substan­
dard building material that 
would be scorned by his 
mate? And one might wonder 
how heavy a load a mid-sized 
bird can carry. He finally 
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decided to risk what he had, 
and flew off in low gear. 

On the edge of the drive­
way, a yellow-shafted flicker 
rolled along, apparently 
scooping up ants. His long 
sharp bill probed the 
grass and must have dec­
imated the insect popu­
lation. He looked like 
an efficient operator. 
His brown back barred 
with black stripes and 
spots, the red at the 
nape of his neck, his 
good size and habit of 
feeding on the ground add 
up to making him an easy 
woodpecker to recognize. 
And a year ago a brother bird 
had been drumming away on 
a metal patch on the roof of 
the house to advertise his ter­
ritorial rights. A couple of 
days earlier a similar flicker 
had been sampling the insect 
life on the grounds at Unity 
Park. 

A bonus to the brief stop to 
check out that flicker was a 
sight of our bald eagle by the 
town hall. His white tail 
caught the sun as he soared 

high above the river. He was 
being swooped upon by a 
crow, maybe for some felony 
or misdemeanor. Today's chil­
dren accept eagles as a rela-

tively common sight. Some 
fifty years ago they were an 
anomaly. 

But in every genera­
tion, Mid-May brings 
progression of the sea­
son. The pond no longer 
offers a mixed group of 
mallard drakes and ducks 
skimming along in a live­
ly fashion, stopping off on 

the floating branches to 
preen and flap their wings, 

each drake proclaiming him­
self king of the pond, sitting 
in the sun, then leaving silver 
water trails as they resume 
their cruise. No little brown 
ducks blend with the water. 

The iridescent greens or 
purples of the drakes' heads, 
their gray and white backs 
seem muted. It's late spring. 

Two disconsolate drakes dip 
and feed with little enthusi­
asm. The ducks must be sit­
ting on their nests; the drakes 
have lost their status. 
Ducklings will replace them 
as kings of the pond for some 
time to come. 

The drumming of a wood­
pecker in the orchard drove 
out the musings about the 
mallards. He flew off before 
he could be identified, amid 
the spray of white apple blos­
soms. This orchard is an area 
where late frost can wipe out 
hope of fruit. One is reminded 
that today's fabulous apples 
are a tribute to knowledgeable 
growers and the fortunes of 
weather. But the glory of an 
orchard blossoming must not 
be lost to practical considera­
tions. And maybe it is this 
succession of memorable, 
sometimes marginal sights, 
that makes New England the 
best place to live. 
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