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Intra-District 
Choice Approved 
in Montague ... 
BY JOAl~NA FRANKEL 

Montague held a special town meeting 
on Thursday, May 3rd to deal with the 
Gill Montague Regional School 
Committee's proposals to open 
Montague and Gill elementaiy schools to 
intra-district choice. Also on the agenda 
were a number of bookkeeping aiticles 
transferring sums of money to cover 
shortfalls in various depaitmental bud
gets. Although the meeting was predicted 
to be a short one, with less than the usual 
number of questions to debate, conversa
tion lasted for two solid hours. 

Alticles one through six, appropriat
ing funds for a vai·iety of different bud
gets, all passed quickly, with few ques
tions and little conversation. Alticle one 
appropriated $17,000 for the Public 
Buildings Utility Budget. As Tom 
Bergeron, highway superintendent 
explained, utility bills have gone 
"through the roof," and despite energy 
saving measures (such as replacing bulbs 
in signal lights with LED lights and using 
energy saving light bulbs in town build
ings), costs have outpaced the budget. 

The next a1ticle, appropriating $3,000 
for the town clerk's budget, also passed 
unanimously. Deb Bourbeau, town clerk, 
explained that when she had to have 
emergency surge1y, the former town 
clerk was hired to fill in while she recu
perated. The $3,000 would cover the cost 
of this substitution during her sick leave. 

. . . and in Gill, 
Sixth Grade to 

Remain in Town 
BY ALEX GOTTSCHALK 

Emotions ran high at the Gill special 
town meeting on Thursday, May 3rd, 
where 67 voters decided to keep the Gill 
6th grade at the Gill Elementa1y School, 
defeating an amendment to the regional 
school district agreement backed by the 
school committee to move the sixth 
graders to the Great Falls Middle School. 
Voters then joined town meeting members 
in Montague in agreeing to adopt the 
school committee's recommendation to 
implement intra-district choice between 
the two towns, to allow elementary stu
dents from either town to choice in to an 
elementary school in the other. 

The first item on the agenda was the 
proposal to amend the district agreement 
by giving the school committee the power 
to move the Gill sixth graders to the mid
dle school. In a fact sheet passed out 
before the meeting, the school committee 
suppo1ted the move, calling the Great 
Falls Middle School a larger, newer facil
ity with "state of the art" technology. The 
amendment was defeated by a landslide, 
53 to 14. 

Alticle three, which also passed easi
ly, appropriated $28,000 to cover a 

see CHOICE pg 9 
See MAYDAY story on Page 3 

Several Gill parents stood up and deliv
ered impassioned testimonials to the Gill 
School, urging voters to leave it as it was, 
sixth grade and all. Noreen Lemieux 
asked the assembly, "Do we tmderstand 
the kind of environment [the children] are 
going into? My son suffers from low self
esteem and anxiety, and I'm constantly 
tlying to get him to tmderstai1d the chal
lenges of a new school. Some kids may be 
ready and prepared, but many are not." A 

Erving Approves $6.4 Million 
Sewer Plant Upgrade 

BY KEVIN FOLEY 
Erving held its annual 

town meeting on 
Wednesday, May 9th, with 
more than 50 residents and 
elected officials present. All 
25 articles on the waITant 
passed easily, although some 
articles generated lively 
debate. . . . 

A proposal to author~e Voters at the annual town meeting, l(y a vote of 47 to 1, approved 
the town to boITow $6.4 mil- b • $64 ·11· fi d' h E · •J 

1
. c d h orrowtng up to . mtttton or upgra mg t. e rvtngstue 
10n 1or upgra es at t e 

Ervingside Wastewater Wastewater t.reatement plant (above). 
Treatment Plant prompted lively discussion. gested the possibility of passing over the a1ti
Resident Alldrew Goodman supplied a paper de tmtil July in the hope of holding an infor
handout urging residents to ask questions mation session to infonn residents in more 
about the upgrade, and to cai·efully consider detail about what the upgrades would include. 
their vote. During the meeting, Goodman sug- see ERVING pg 15 

see GILL pg 8 

Superheroes Take the Stage 
at Sheffield Musical 

BY Al~NE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - With all the 
pressure about MCAS test results 
and No Child Left Behind man
dates, it is no smprise that the 
recent musical "Mighty Minds" 
resonated with students, parents 
and teachers alike at the annual 
Sheffield School play. The audito
rium was packed Thursday night, 
May 3rd, with friends and fainily 
and Friday morning, May 4th, with 
students from Sheffield School, as 
well as visiting students from 
Hillcrest and Montague Center 
Schools. 

The play opened with a proces
sional of the 79 students in the 5th 
and 6th grade choms - an impres-

sive 70 percent of the students in 
those grades who voluntarily par
ticipated in this exti·acmTicular 
activity. Once the choms settled 
into their places, the ftm began with 
an announcement by principal Chip 
Wood (both on-stage and oft) about 
the upcoming week of testing, fol
lowed by a rollicking version of 
"Test Anxiety" ("What a mess! I'm 
totally depressed. A week of tests. I 
can't believe the sti·ess!") 

Classroom teacher Miss Sweet's 
(Kaylannah Frost) unsuccessful 
attempts to ease the fears of her 
students about the upcoming test
ing, prompts her to call for help 

see SHEFFIELD pg 8 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Looking for You 

Lucy Lu 
Lucy Lu is a two-year-old 

female sho1t hair cat in need of a 
good home. 111.is sophisticated 
lady is all in black with a pure 
white bib and whiskers. 
However, Lucy Lu drops all pre
tense of sophistication when it 
comes to snuggling with her toy 
monkey (that must go home with 
her!) Lucy Lu likes the peace 
and quiet of indoor only living, 
though she does love to gaze out 
windows. Her fanlily is no 
longer able to care for her but she 
used to love to nm arotmd in 
front of them as they walked 
from room to room. She is a 
happy and friendly cat who is 
quite approachable and good 
natured. For more info1mation 
on adopting Lucy Lu please con
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
HumaneSociety at 413-548-
9898 or via email at 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

GFMS Studems 
of the Week 

Grade 7 
Aria Roberts 

Brandyn Boroski 
Grade 8 

Kenny Rounds 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~[;. ~ :;;o~~ 
8uY,ng -0ncJ selling used books 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
SHELBURNE F"ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

'Qrbe :fflontague 
~eporter 

Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

24 3rd Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tilis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occtm·ed. The publishers 

reserve the right to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 
Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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Historical Walking Tour 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS 

contact the Carnegie Libra1y, 
A 863-3214. 

Historical Walking Tour of 
Downtown Turners Falls will 
be held on Saturday, May 12th, 
starting at 2 p.m. The walk will 
begin outside of the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center on Ave. A, 
near the Gill-Montague bridge. 
Linda Hickman, author of the 
new Ttuners Falls Historical 
Walking Tom brochme, will 
lead the tom. The program will 
include infonnation on the geo
logical and Native American 
hist01y of the area, as well as 
the industrial heritage of the 
town. The walk is one of the 
Crabapple Blossom Festival 
events, which mns lllltil May 
20th. For more information, 

Children's Ft>stival 
The Crabapple Blossom 

Children's Festival will be held 
on Tuesday, May 15th, from 
9:30 a.m. - noon on the 
Carnegie Libra1y lawn. Tom 
Ca1rnll and Laurie Davidson of 
Montague will perfonn a bilin
gual concert from 10 - 11 a m. 
dming the event, which will 
also include a1ts and crafts 
activities and free refresh
ments. If it rains, the festival 
will be held inside the libra1y. 
The Community Partnerships 
for Children is sponsoring the 
event. For more infonnation: 
863-3214. 

Spring Planting at Carnegie Library 

May 10, 2007 

BY LINDA HICKMAN a ftm, free program. The chil
dren will decorate planting con
tainers and plant a flower in 
them to take home. 

Rodney and his Blue-Tongued Skink at Powertown 
There will be a Spring 

Planting program at the 
Carnegie Libra1y on Sat., May 
12th, from 10 - 11 a.m. 
Children and their fanlilies are 
invited to join Bev Whitbeck in 

For more info1mation, con
tact the Carnegie Libra1y, 863-
3214. 

Saturday, May 19th • 10 am - 1 pm 
Gill Elementary School • 48 Boyle Road, Gill 

Can Raffle • Firetruck • Pony Rides • Plant Sale 
Coin Draw • Wheel of Fortune • Dunking Booth 
Bounce House • Sand Art • Cookie Decorating 
Bake Sale• Hamburgers• Famous Firemen's 

Fries • Hotdogs • and More! 

Proceeds benefit Gill School General PTO Fund, which helps 
support Library Fund, Field Trips, Special Projects and more. 

Great Falls 
Farmers 
Market 

Open for the season 

Wednesdays 
Rain or Shine 
May - October 

Avenue A and 2nd St. 
3 - 6 p.m. 

Annuals, Perennials 
Fresh Fa1m Produce in 

Season 
New Vendors Needed! 

Call 413-863-9026 

Elder Law Education Program: ·1aking Control of Your Future" 
Bay State seniors can learn 

all about a wide range of legal 
issues affecting their lives as 
pa1t of the Elder Law Education 
Program presented by the 
Massachusetts Bar Association. 
This year's topic is "Taking 
Control ofYotu· Future: a Legal 

Checkup." Some of the topics 
covered may include: 

• How to protect your home 
and assets 

• Power of Attorney and 
Health Care proxies 

• Reverse Mo1tgages 
• Medicare and Medicaid 

changes 
• Alternatives to nursing 

home care 
On Wednesday, Jtme 6th at 

11: 15 a.m. attorney John Greene 
will speak on these issues at the 
Montague Senior Center, 62 
Fifth Street in Turners Falls. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Mav 14th to Mav 18th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
Council -on Aging Director is 
Bunny Caldwell. For infonna
tion or to make reservations, call 
863-9357. Meal reservations 
need to be made a day in 
advanc.e by 11 a.m. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. Mealsite 
Manager is Chris Richer. The 
Center offers a hot noon meal 
weekdays to any senior. A reser
vation is ne.cessary and trans
portation can be provided. 

Monday, 14th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a m. Easy Aerobics 
1 p m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 15th 

9:30 am. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 16th 
10 am. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Social Security 
Presentation with Dan Moraski, 
public affairs specialist. 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 17th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 18th 
10 a m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 am. to 2 p.m. for activi
ties and congregate meals. For 
information and reservations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at 413 423-3308. Lunch 
daily at 11 :30 a m. with reserva
tions a day in advance by 11 :00 
a m. Transportation can be pro-

vided for meals, Thursday shop
ping, or medical necessity by 
calling Dana Moore at 978 544-
3898. 

Monday, 14th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 15th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 16th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 17th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Seniot· Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for info, 
schedule of events or to coordi
nate transp01tation. 

COMING SOON 
New Book 

"FIREHOUSE" 
by Ted Graveline 

Author of: 
"Strike a Second Alarm" 

"Tales of a Firefighter" • "Sin of Arson" 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

We've Got You Covered! 

SATURDAY SPECIAL 

DECK CLEANERS 

1/3 OFF! 

1·af Avenue A, fumers Fails • 863-4346 

WE DIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• Washed Stone, 
Assorted Sizes 

• Sand -Title V at Mason 
• Red Rocle Stone - m. 

50 lib bags « bulk 
• lSrlck Red lBark Mulch 
• Gravel, 3• R-n12• 3/4. 
• 'll'RG - Dense Grade 
• t.oam, SCIMned, 

unscrMned 

( 413) 773-3622 
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May Day Celebrated with 
Music, Dance and Sont 

Wake Robin Morris Dancers Beneath the Maypole 

sleep at 
last and 
welcome 
in the 
May- O! BY FLORE 

MONTAGUE CENTER -
This is, perhaps, how spells 
work. 

I have watched over and 
over again, fascinated by the 
sudden metamorphosis! Take 
Montague Center, an apparent
ly donnant village, most of the 
year. 

Except for Hall owe' en and 
May Day. 

The perfect setting, this 
vale of beautiful land, for New 
England families to settle, to 
lead quiet, fruitful lives. 

In the morning, 
their children walk to 
the little red brick 
schoolhouse. 

Notice, how they 
skip happily on the 
streets, returning 
home. 

Then the dogs 
appear. They are part 
of the community, 
showing a bouncy 
allegresse. They roam 
freely, or explore the 
jogging tempo of their 
favorite two-legged 
partners. 

One often wonders, 
who is really leading 
whom? 

Place an impressive 
gleaming white 
church, sitting where it 

should, right in the heart of 
this village. 

Its bells record the time. Its 
high perched clock captures 
the full rays of the sun at mid
day. 

When May Day comes? 
Bang! With no further ado, 
people invade the common 
with floral headdresses, bells 
and hankies. They come from 
all over the county. Further 
even ... the world, who knows? 
For sure, from Vermont and 
New Hampshire! 

T'is time to put winter to 

Young and Old Break Bread 

This year, the celebration 
was scheduled for Sunday, the 
6th of May, a day when the 
cares of the workaday world 
fled far away .. 

One could see as far as 
Court Square, the giant pup
pets, undulating their heads 
against the sky, as I walked 
down the hill. 

Close by, children comfo1t
ably nestled, hiding on the 
fully blossomed cheny tree. 

As I arrived, the hoisting of 
the Maypole was taking place, 

so everyone under it 
could take a hun in 
dancing, and cele
brating the coming 
of Spring! 

And they did. 
From maidens fair 
to wise elders, 
wearing flowers on 
their heads. 

Delicate and 
beautiful all, honor
ing this long estab
lished Celtic tradi
tion. 

The Puritans, I 
am told, banned the 
whole ceremony as 
being a rite of 
"pagans" ... 

Having a good 
healthy time was 
not on their agenda. 
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The Sun smiled on the May Day gathering. 

It was to be banished under all 
circumstances! 

They sure missed a lot of 
innocent, happy playin' 
around. 

In France, the Maypole was 
to be climbed on May first, by 
unwed young men to catch a 
present placed at the top for the 
young maiden of his choice 
who would find the next day, at 
her door, the precious gift. This 
would announce their engage
ment to be married. 

Here in Montague, the 

pened, the music swelled high
er than tlte wind. 

It hit the windowpanes 
where lingering cats were tlte 
first ones to stretch. 

Now, they pressed their 
noses against the French doors, 
to see the goings on from safe 
inside! 

Cars were tightly parked, 
resembling a giant caterpillar, 
all aligned for the day. 

Blankets were laid on the 
ground to share the traditional 
picnic with family and friends. 

Children play on a blossoming tree. 

Maypole's rainbow colored 
ribbons flew as they wove to 
and for in the hands of Morris 
dancers! 

Bells on legs and feet, they 
stomped the ground with their 
heavy soles, making the earth 
tremble. Each time it hap-

And thus, holding hands and 
chanting, the public closed this 
magic celebration, calling to 
all: 

"Unite, let's Unite, summer 
is a-coming, in the Merry 
Month of May!" 

Let it be eve1ywhere, thus! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pine Nook Oaylilies 
Open May 12th - August 5th ~-

Rain or Shine --..,, • .,.....,. 
Weekends 10:00-5:00 Weekdays by Chance ~ 1l 
Field Dug Plants. Over 130 Yarieties 1 \: 

• 5 & IO South 1st left onto River Road after the 
Cheapside Bridge in Deerfield, 6 Miles South • ... 

• Or Rt. 116 South last left onto River Rd. before 
Sunderland Bridge, 3 Miles North 

413-665-7137 
307 River Rd. So. Deerfield. MIi. 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 

Sec1u·e 24·honr access ~ 
OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

21 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield• 413-774-3500 • greenfie/d@copycatprintshop.com 

About Towt1 Tut 
Serving All of 

Franklin County 

(413) 774-4000 

Bank Row 
Greenfield 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

ll!llll._.llfl!I\ • The Gas Experts 

1•110 1111 ~M{ 
lfcoomg&Oxfag~ 413-863-2295 c-.JAir-Any,,ilere 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
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On Keeping the Sixth Grade in Gill 
The following speech was 
read aloud at the Gill special 
town meeting, on May 3rd 
BY SORREL HATCH - I 
have grown up in Gill, gone 
to Gill School and to Turners. 
I think both the high school 
and middle school are good 
schools and I feel a lot of loy
alty towards them, but it is the 
Gill Elementary School that 
really made me who I am. 

I don't think the sixth 

Sorrel Hatch 

grade should move to 
Montague. I know that the 
new middle school has lots of 
technology we don't have 
here in Gill, but I don't 
believe that new computers 
and smart boards are what 
makes a good education, or a 
good class, or a good teacher. 
I know the kids might say 
they are "so ready to get out 
of Gill," but I wouldn't expect 
them to say any different. I 
think that's how they should 
feel: impatient, eager, and ... 
ready. Is it wise to take them 
away from the Gill before 
they feel that way? 

I have no doubt they can 
handle it. I do not fear for 
their safety or happiness at 
Great Falls. What I do fear for 
is what they will have lost, 
and what we will have lost, 
and what we will never get 
back. 

Gill School has been 
reduced before, the seventh 
and eighth grade won't be 
coming back; we all know 
that. We are making a deci
sion about our school that will 
change it forever. If I thought 
this decision was based on 
some pressing budgetary need 

or necessity, I would more 
easily accept the change. But 
it is not, and I feel that the 
school works well as it is. 

It is not only the welfare of 
the sixth graders that hangs in 
the balance right now, but the 
welfare of the whole school. 
Every younger child looks up 
to those sixth graders. They 
are the big kids. When I was 
at Gill there were privileges 
and responsibilities that came 
with being sixth graders. 
Back when we had the wood
en structure, it was the sixth 
graders that were in charge of 
pushing the younger kids on 
the tire swing and making 
sure they stayed safe. At fam
ily style lunch, the sixth 
graders were the servers at the 
table, they were the ones 
allowed to leave their seats 
and fetch more food, the ones 
that helped clean up a spilled 
drink, or stop a fourth grader 
from shooting a spit-ball. And 
during special times of the 
year the big kids and the little 
kids got paired off and for 
half an hour the two would 
find their own corner and the 
older read aloud to the 
younger. The younger kids 
looked up to and relied on the 
older kids. The older kids 
began to learn what it meant 
to be an adult. Looking back I 
realize just how important 
that was. 

When I graduated the sixth 
grade and went to Turners, I 
did not leave feeling a child; I 
left feeling grown-up. I was 
proud of where I came from, 
of being a Gill-billy. Being a 
Gill kid was pa1t of our iden
tity at Turners, for all of us. 

This is my home. This is 
my community. This is my 
school. I feel very much a part 
of it. If we want our kids to 
grow up feeling the same, we 
need to keep the Gill School 
intact and whole and worth 
being proud of, so that to our 
kids this is not just the place 
they went when they were lit
tle, but the place where they 
grew up. 

~------------------------, IS(' Sign Me Upl 
$20 for 26 issues 
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Meanwhile, down at the Pentagon ... 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Kociela for School Committee 
As parents of students in the 

Gill-Montague Regional School 
District we are in foll suppo1t of 
Maiy Kociela for school com
mittee. She has been and would 
continue to be a hard working 
and dedicated member, bringing 
with her the strengths of commit
ment, common sense, dedication 
and deep concem for the students 
and families of this district. Her 
ability to listen and lead through 

turbulent times has helped ease 
the resolution of many chal
lenges. 

This year alone Maiy has 
facilitated the organization of 
public forums, the intra-district 
choice amendment to the region
al agreement, and the hiring of an 
interim supe1intendent for the 
district. In addition to serving on 
the school committee for six 
yeai-s, she has actively helped 

with high school musicals, the 
TFHS Chorus and Band 
Boosters, parent teacher organi
zations and school community 
cotmcil. Maiy's knowledge ai1d 
understanding are assets too 
valuable to lose. We urge resi
dents of the Gill-Montague com
munity to vote - Maiy Kociela 
for school co1mnittee on May 
21st. - Jant>t and Ken Garbt>r 

Gill 

Kociela Provides a Moderating Influence 
Along with the annual elec

tion of Gill and Montague town 
staff, and Montague town meet
ing members, on May 21st vot
ers in our two towns will vote for 
members of the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District's 
school committee. Dming the 
last yeai·, the school committee 
has wrestled, with vaiying suc
cess, with many issues: elemen
tary school configuration 
(including which building sixth 
graders should attend), intra-dis
trict choice, operating budget 
levels, and response to state 
evaluations of our students' edu
cational progress. The towns 
have now settled the question of 

intra-district choice and the for
mal building assignment for 
sixth graders, but the other more 
difficult issues will be with us 
for some time to come. 

Given these continuing chal
lenges, it is impo1tant to retain 
the experience and perspective 
of Ma1y Kociela. I'm neither a 
parent nor pait of the administra
tion or teaching staff, but I've 
watched and listened to her in 
her role as school co1mnittee 
chair, and I think she encourages 
and facilitates the expression of 
divergent opinions while seek
ing practical solutions that will 
work for the district as a whole. 
On a committee representing 

Vote for Phillips 
Joyce Phillips is running for 

the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District school commit
tee, and I plan to vote for her. 

Ms. Phillips seems filled 
with energy and enthusiasm 
equaled only by her organiza
tional skills and good ideas on 
how to enhance education for 
all of the students in the district. 
She is info1med about the issues 
and willing to speak up about 
them. 

Ms. Phillips is committed to 
the best interests of students 
district-wide. Whether she is 
attending a special event to sup
po1t a student, sending a con
gratulato1y card for some job 
well done or publicly acknowl-

edging the good things a student 
does, she is ever conscious of 
highlighting the positive while 
working to enhance and 
improve that which needs to be 
enhanced and improved. 

A former member of the 
school co1mnittee and producer 
of three Gill-Montague 
Education Fund galas to raise 

continued next page 

We welcome your ~etters 
Jtilontague 3l\.eporter 
24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

wide differences in approach, 
she provides a moderating influ
ence. 

I do not expect to agree with 
Ma1y on eve1ything, but I do 
believe she keeps her eye on the 
right goal and tries to unify peo
ple across the district in pursuing 
it. Like the two towns, the 
GMRSD does not have the 
option of choosing ideal solu
tions -- we all must settle on the 
solutions we can afford. Maiy's 
continued se1vice will help 
move the school committee in 
the right direction. 

- John Hanold 
Precinct 5, Turners Falls 



May 10, 2007 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 5 

GUEST~ EDITORIALS 

Entering Montague, Lower Your Expectations 
BY JOSEPH JANIKAS 
TURNERS FALLS - As I was 
recently driving down the hill 
on Turners Falls Road in 
Greenfield and approached the 
White Bridge near the paper 
mills in Turners Falls, I could
n't help but wonder what kind 
of impression one gets as they 
enter our town from that 
entrance. 

The impression could be 
impo1tant to a parent consider
ing opting their child into our 
school system through school 
choice, or perhaps a business
man seeking to locate in our 
town, or even someone looking 
for housing in our community. 

Before one crosses the 
bridge, there's a large, faded, 
rusted, graffiti marked sign 
that says "Entering Montague" 
(I think). I say that because the 
word Montague is barely visi
ble. The reverse side of the 
sign that says "Entering 
Greenfield" is in good condi
tion. 

Proceeding across the 
bridge, there's another large 

sign, barely visible, that's 
knocked over at a 45 degree 
angle that welcomes people 
into the Village of Turners 
Falls. At the stop sign on the 
bridge that spans the Power 
Canal, if one looks straight 
ahead, there's a sign that has 
lost its message and is bent 
over so as to obstrnct the view 
of another sign. 

These are not ve1y inviting 
sights for anyone who enters 
our community. To me, it does
n't say much good about our 

own expectations for 
order and basic upkeep. 

Town officials are 
hying to attract people 
into our Industrial Park, 
yet a concrete monu
ment that is positioned 
at the intersection of 
Industrial Boulevard 
and Millers Falls Road 
is dirty and neglected. It 
says a lot about us and 
the way we expect 
things to be maintained. 
It also doesn't speak 
positively to a prospec

tive business. 
A stop sign at Dell Street 

and Turners Falls Road was 
knocked down by a car several 
years ago. The post that carries 
the sign was bent at the base 
into a "v" shape. Instead of 
replacing the post, the sign was 
positioned upright using the 
same post and its bent "v" at 
the base. The "Dell Street" 
sign across the way is faded 
and very rusted. Both are 
examples of the low expecta
tions of our public officials 

and, to some extent, ours. It 
wasn't that many years ago 
when citizens of this communi
ty wouldn't have tolerated 
these examples. 

I watched a year ago as the 
"Sixth Su·eet" sign next to the 
Post Office remained bent over 
for three weeks at a 30 - 45 
degree angle on the town's 
Avenue A. Someone finally 
straightened it, 
but it was bent 
back over in a 
couple of days 
and remained 
that way for 
weeks before it 
was removed, 
instead of doing 
the job correctly 
to prevent reoc
currence. The 
sign is presently 
positioned on the 
opposite corner 
and is still far 
from plumb - on 
our "showcase" 
Avenue A. 

I find it hard 

to believe that om town offi
cials, both elected and appoint
ed, don't notice these things 
and get them remedied. Is it 
apathy? Is it a case of low ( or 
no) expectations? I'm not sure. 

What I do know is that 
unless we make our town more 
appealing visually and give the 
appearance of one that sees 
order and neatness as llllpor-

lost on the Barricades 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE CEN
TER - What on Ea1th 
has happened to the 
legendary French 
bravoure? 

Whose Children Are Less Desirable? It must have got 
lost, back on the ban-i
cades? At last Thursday's special 

town meeting in Montague, 
there was a discussion about 
intra-disu·ict choice for Gill 
Montague students. Brian 
Costa, a member of the com
mtmity nmning for public 
office, stood up and said that if 
this option had been available 
when his son was in grammar 
school he would have sent him 
to attend school in Gill because 
of the "less desirable" students 

PHILLIPS from pg 4 
ftmds for enrichment programs 
in the disu·ict's schools, she has 
maintained her interest in the 
district and continued to attend 
meetings both on local and 
state levels to stay info1med. 
She is knowledgeable and 

.. 

his children had to go to school 
with in Turners Falls. My ques
tion is which of these children 
does Mr. Costa deem less 
desirable? The ones that live 
downtown? The ones with dif
ferent color skin or who speak 
a different language? Any of 
the children that are different 
from him or his children? 

Just for Mr. Costa's infor
mation there are many children 
involved in the programs at the 

articulate, and I believe she 
will serve the school district 
well. 

Her extensive experience 
will be valuable to the school 
disu·ict as it faces budget, per
sonnel and configuration 
issues. She knows our school 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

,iia c~~~.L.;! ~~~.~E!,!!!s 
- • • ---., Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

Parks and Rec Department. 
There has to be room for all of 
them. Yes, even the ones that 
he considers "less" desirable." 

I am urging the voters of 
Montague to re-elect Linda 
Ackerman to the Parks and 
Recreation Commission at the 
town election on May 21st. 

- Jean Hebden 
Turners Falls 

system and our community, 
and she has proven her dedica
tion and capability to serve. 

Please join me in casting a 
vote for Joyce Phillips for Gill
Montague Regional School 
District school committee. 

If you followed 
closely the election for 
president last Sunday, 
you must have held 
your breath! The obvi
ous call to change the 
vision for France, went 
berserk! 

Not only did the 
high number of voters 
going to the polls pass 
the record of 83 per cent. Too 
bad 53 per cent gave their vote 
to Nicolas Sarkozy, choking off 
the 4 7 per cent margin of 
Segolene Royale. 

It was a close nm, as the 
French would say: "du jamais 
vu, en bataille politique!" 

But what was "unseen before 
in the political battle," the 
women themselves voted con
servative! Who has heard of 
such dissident behavior? 

I mean, "Ladies, are you too 

scared to elect one of your 
kind?" 

Even here, dames vote as 
their "hubby." Servitude did 
you say? Tty to analyse this ... 

Anyway the UMP, which has 
been flourishing during 
Chirac's two mandates, is back 
in the saddle. In fact has never 
left the saddle! 

It's like banging one's head 
against the wall! 

When will people realize, we 
are all brainwashed by media of 
all forms. 

Sum111er Camps 
12 different camps to excite 

all children ages 3-15 

CASH PAID ronrmm CDs 
ft 

Camp Apex (now with a heated pool) 
Sports Camps (two per week) 

Gymnastics Camps (air-conditioned comfort) 
Camp Allen (Academics and P.E.) 

Summer PreSchool and Specialty Camps 

ifs 
DVDs 

N~RIB4M~~N. OOfHAM~~N. ~RAmrn~R~. mN[ • llJRNffiJPLDM 10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 1J.051 www.ymcamgreenf1eld.org • 773-3646 rn.51z. m5 m5mHrn rornrn115 fD!.358683] 
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Meals on Wheels Walkathon a Great Success 
BYANNAVIADERO 
TURNERS FALLS - Thanks to 
sponsors, walkers, and 
businesses that supported the 
program, this past Saturday's 
event was the largest Meals on 
Wheels Walkathon ever, raising 
nearly $26,000, enough to 
supplement the fonding coming 
through the federal programs 
and keep Meals on Wheels 
going. 

The prizewinner for the most 
fonds raised this year went to 
Dot Black, age 87. Helped by 
her crew at the Eiving Senior 
Center, she raised over $1800. 
And second prizes certainly 
must be credited to Regina 
Curtis, our board chair, and 
Marian Holbrook, of Northfield, 
our Meals on Wheels Walkathon 
Chair, who has been the top 
ftmdraiser for the previous 11 

LETTER TO~ THE EDITOR 

Postal Service Food Drive 
I have not seen much 

advertisement for this, but on 
Saturday, May 12th the 
National Association of Letter 
Caniers of the U.S. Postal 
Service will hold their annual 
food drive across the cotmtry. 
The letter caniers will be 
picking up non-perishable 
food items, which can be left 
by your mailboxes. You may 
also drop off non-perishable 

food items at your local post 
office. Your donations will 
then be distributed to local 
food pantries. Last year, the 
letter caniers collected more 
than 70.5 million pounds of 
food for the hungry during 
their 14th annual drive. 

-Don Clegg 
Montague City 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: May 11th - May 17th 

Barton Cove Eagles: 
•Eagle Broadcast is dependent upon 
working Equipment at Barton Cove• 
7A-8A (Daily); 12P-530P (Tuesday, Friday); 
1230P-530P (Sunday); 1 P-530P (Monday, 
Thursday, Saturday); 2P-6P (Wednesday) 

Friday, May 11 
8:00 am School Committee Candidates 
Debate 
9:00 am Farmers Markel: Stephanie 
Marshall 
10:00 am Discovery Center: Curious About 
Creatures 
6:00 pm Nasa Destination Tomorrow #21 
6:30 pm Let's See it Again 
7:00 pm GMRSD meeting 5/8/07 
10:00 pm Montague Update Arts and 
Blooms 

Saturday, May 12 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #21 
8:30 am Let's See It Again 
9:00 am GMRSD meeting 5/8/07 
12:00 pm Montague Update: Arts and 
Blooms 
6:30 pm The Well Being "Parents Helping 
People" 
7:30 pm Discovery Center: "Pop Rockets" 
9:00 pm Special Town Meeting (5/3/07) 
11 :00 pm Montague Update Chris Mason 

Sunday, May 13 
8:00 am The Well Being "Parents Helping 
Parents· 
9:00 am Discovery Center: "Pop Rockets" 
10:30 am Special Town Meeting (5/3/07) 
6:00 pm Discovery Center: "Importance of 
Pollinators· 
7:00 pm Carlos W. Anderson: ·Right Here 
All Along 
8:00 pm Over The Falls: Robert Strong 
Woodward 
9:00 pm School Committee Candidates 
Debate 
11:00 pm Coffee House Series: Michael Nix 

Monday, May 14 
8:00 am Discovery Center: "Importance of 
Pollinators· 
9:00 am Carlos W. Anderson: ·Right Here 
All Along• 

10 00 am Over The Falls: Robert Strong 
Woodward 
11 :00 am School Committee Candidates 
Debate 
6:00 pm Montague Update Arts and 
Blooms 
7 :00 pm Montague Select Board (Live) 
9:00 pm Carnegie Library: Emu's 
10:00 pm Discovery Center: "Tracking The 
Wily Coyote· 

Tuesday, May 15 
8:00 am Montague Update Arts and 
Blooms 
9:00 am Carnegie Library: Emu's 
10:00 am Discovery Center Tracking The 
Wily Coyote 
6:00 pm GED Connection #1 
6:30 pm Independent Voices #28 
7:00 pm GMRSD (5/8/07) 
1000 pm School Committee Candidates 
Debate 

Wednesday, May 16 
8:00 am GED Connection #1 
8:30 am Independent Voices #28 
9:00 am GMRSD (5/8/07) 
1200 pm School Committee Candidates 
Debate 
6:30 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow #21 
7:00 pm GED Connection: Language Arts: 
Writing 
7:30 pm The Well Being: ·Parents Helping 
Parents· 
8:30 pm Plains Walk 
9:30 pm Special Town Meeting (5/3/07) 

Thursday, May 17 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #21 
8:30 am GED Connection: Language Arts: 
Writing 
9:00 am The Well Being: ·Parents Helping 
Parents" 
1 O 00 am Plains Walk 
11 00 am Special Town Meeting (5/3/07) 
6:00 pm Discovery Center: ·songs For 
Wee People" 
7:00 pm Montague Select Board 5/14/07 
8:30 pm Discovery Center: "Birds of Pre( 
9:30 pm Farmers Market: "Pat and Tex 
LaMountain" 
10:30 pm People's Harvest 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

.. Auor~ vw. VOLV<Y;·sMw-· 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

years! Finally, the Suppo1tive 
Souls, hard working staff of 
Franklin Cotmty Home Care, 
turned out in force! 

The oldest walker was Jenni 
Rossi at age 89, and there were 
three "strollers" tmder a year 
old, but the youngest of these 
was Sedonna Williams, age 
eight months and six days. 

Major sponsors deserve 
special thanks, in particular Rice 
Oil, Greenfield Savings Bank, 
Renaissance Builders, Athol/ 
Orange Rotary, Yankee Candle, 
Bete Fog Nozzle, Cherewatti 
Fainily Fund, and Baystate 
Visiting Nurses and Hospice. We 
also had suppo1t from Freedom 
Credit Union, Bateman Caterers, 
New England Extrnsion, and 
Baystate Franklin Medical 
Center. Prizes for walkers were 
donated by Green Fields Market, 

China Gourmet Restaurant, 
Foster's Market, Copper Angel 
Restaurant ofEiving, Eddie's of 
Athol, Burger King, Dunkin 
Doughnuts which helped supply 

As usual Linda 
Ackerman (left) of 
Greenfield Savings Bank in 
Turners Falls, was the first 
to start and finish this 

year} walkathon far Meals 
on Wheels, 1vhich took place 
MC!J 5th at the Franklin 
Tech School Ackerman 
1vas one of more than 100 

walkers who raised in excess 
of la.st year's total of 
$18,000. She is pictured 
here 1vith Jane Severance, 
Meals on Wheels director. 

the coffee and doughnuts, 
Family Dollar stores donated 
water, and hundreds of 
vohmteers pitched in to make 
the day a success. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Assaults in Turners Falls 
Thursday 5-3 

7:50 p.m. Report of an assault at a 
7th Street address. Caller reports 
being assaulted by his landlord. Caller 
states he will file his own charges at 
the courthouse. 

was 
arrested at the bus stop on 3rd Street 
and Avenue A on a default warrant. 

3:39 p.m. Report of an assault on 
L and 4th Street Woman reported 
being assaulted by two people. 
Reporting party went to station to file 
written statement. 

Sunday 5-6 
12:19 a.m. Report of a runaway at 

a 3rd Street address. A 15-year-old 
female juvenile was arrested and 
charged with possession of a class D 
drug, disorderly conduct, and two 

TORONTO, CANADA -
Brenda McGurk, Turners Falls 
High School music director, 
directs the TFHS choir at a 

. ~ 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

counts of assault and battery on a 
police officer. 

1 :24 a.m. While on patrol an officer 
observed suspicious people at the 
cemeterv on Millers Falls Road. 

, was arrested and 
charged with being a minor 
transporting alcohol. A 15-year-old 
juvenile was also arrested and 
charged with possession of a class D 
drug. 

9 58 p.m. Report of a motor 
vehicle accident at a Federal Street 

arrested for operating 
influence of liquor, negligent operation 
of a motor vehicle, marked lanes 
violation, speeding, being a minor 
transporting alcohol, and possession 
of an open container of alcohol in a 
motor vehicle. 

Music Showcase Competition 
near Toronto, Ontario, May 
5th. Both the choir and 
symphonic band received 

Monday 5-7 
10:52 a.m. Report of vandalism at 

the laundromat on 3rd Street Caller 
states it looks like cash box had been 
pried. Owner says no problem. 

3:59 p.m. A call requesting an 
officer at a Canal Street address 
resulted in 

being arrested and charged with 
operating with a suspended license 
(subsequent offense), operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, and 
operating an unregistered motor 
vehicle. 

Wednesday 5-9 
6 50 a.m. Walk-in to station 

reported suspicious activity at Unity 
Park near the basketball court. 

was 
arrested on two default warrants. 

second place awards. Jtmior 
Aaron Cappucci also received 
an award for piano 
accompaniment. 

"lour #1 Source For Subarus!" 
Serving the community since 1978 

------- of the Largest Selections of ,. n Pre-Loved Subaru's 
•J in New England" 

A R A • 1995's up to 2006's 

FREE DELIVERY! 
(Min. $15.00) 

~lliiiiii§===SALES==~~,.. On-Site Financing Available 

www.flintsgaragesales_com 

990 South ::\Iain Street • Athol, ::\IA 
978-249-9038 863-8988 • 51 AVENUE A, TURNERS FAI.LS 
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Student Art Enlivens the Halls of Sheffield 
BY BRIDGET SWEET 
TURNERS FALLS- Sheffield 
Elementa1y School is buzzing 
with creativity. Tour the halls 
and see the students' artwork 
posted by Nancy Meagher, art 
teacher for the Gill-Montague 
schools and the (work-in
progress) mural led by Ruth 
O'Mara, Altist-In-Residence. It 
is a wonderful sight to see! 

on field trips to the Eric Carle 
Museum of Picture Book Alt in 
Alnherst. There they viewed 
sto1ybook art and spoke with 
real curators. The students 
learned how to frame and 
mount their a1twork, and how 
to write captions for it. 

For example, a Sheffield 
fifth grader named Kalbe 
wrote, "The Man in the Field," 
to accompany his aitwork. His 
poetic caption reads as follows: 

The man of wind 
Who whistles the grass 
Of open fields when 
All is silent. 

Nancy Meagher is a busy art 
teacher. This month, to 
celebrate her students' creative 
output, she posted their a1twork 
on the first floor, and some on 
the second floor, with the help 
of parent volunteers Alny Lang 
and Clarice Baker. The student 
work includes pencil drawings, 
charcoal sketches, and works in 
crayon, marker and batik 
depicting animals and people. 
In the past month, Meagher has 
taken all of Sheffield's students 

The students themselves 
double matted their work, 
Meagher explained. Their work 
varies from portraits of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Eric Carle to more abstract 
works of art. All of the student 
work will be posted on the 

Artist-in-Residence Ruth O 'Mara shows off a mural created by fifth graders at Sheffield School. 

walls until May 
15th. 

"The students 
learned from the 
curators how 
important the lobby 
display is to set the 
tone for the 
school," said 
Meagher. 
Therefore, the 
lobby mural is an 
ongoing effort, with 
even the old couch, 
chairs, and table 
revamped in the 
school entiyway 
with new slip 
covers. It does 
indeed set a warm 
tone as one enters 

'The Man in the Field" by Ka/be, a fifth grader the building. 
at Sheffield School After a second 
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''Eric Carle" by Danielle, a fifth grader at 
Sheffield School 

perfo1mance of the 
student musical, 
"Mighty Minds" I 
talked with Ruth 
O'Mara and seven 
of her mural 
students. O'Mara is 
well versed in the 
world of ait, as she 
has exhibited her 
work at the 
So11'ento School of 
Art in Italy as well 
as in local galleries. 
She chose about 
thirty students to 
create the mural in 
the Sheffield after 
school program. 
Sheffield received 
a grant from the 
Massachusetts 

Cultural Council to undertake 
this wonderful group effort, 
based on the theme of Turners 
Falls and Nature. 

O'Mara said she "liked how 
the students' ideas helped 
inspire other students' ideas." 
The students explored using 
color, without black. The 
students sketched, drew, and 
painted the mural themselves. 
They are cul1'ently making clay 
leaves to attach to the "Tree of 
Knowledge." 

One fourth grader in Mrs. 
LeBlanc's class named Aimee 
painted the "Tree of 
Knowledge," and the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center. Aimee 
liked creating the clay leaves 
best, shaping them and using 
toothpicks for the details. 
Another of Mrs. LeBlanc's 
students, Ken, thought painting 
was easier than drawing. 
Among his contributions to the 
mural is a painting of a happy 
boy walking. Alex, a sixth 
grader in Ms. Gunnison's class, 
painted "the Pot of Leaming," 
and assisted in painting the 
pond and ti·ee. Brittany, a sixth 
grader in Ms. Diani 's class, was 
exti·a busy this past spring as 
she was also a choms singer in 
the play. On the mural, she 
contributed the chipmunk, the 
owl, and assisted with the trees. 
Gabrielle, a fomth grader in 
Mrs. Hazlett's class, painted 
the flowing pond. She thought 
it was harder drawing from the 
paper to the wall. Trevis, a 
fourth grader of Mrs. 
LeBlanc's class, made the two 

flying bluebirds and the outline 
of the butterfly. Jessica, a fifth 
grader in Ms. Guy-Greene's 
class, thought painting was the 
most fun; she made the wise 
owl in the tree. Another 
sh1dent, named Ben, depicted 
the st11.1tting heron. 

Together, the staff and 
students of Sheffield are 
working hai·d to increase their 
proficiency in the a1ts, while 

building a creative and colorful 
school community. 
Superintendent Gee, Hillcrest 
and Montague Center School 
2nd grade sh1dents were also 
able to view these sights after 
the play on Friday morning. 

Please call Principal Chip 
Wood, at (413) 863-9326 to 
arrange a walk through the 
school if you have not yet seen 
the sh1dents' art. 

'Mother is waititie···· 

s 1Ja'!I cards am£ r 
'Mi({ 'M 

at die 'Boofmi((, 1vtonnieus eenter 

'Tfiursiay - Sunday 12 - s 
367-2062 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
THE SALON 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRI CRS 
"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 lynrueynolds@verizon.net 

MARK OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WlNNER 

RON SICARD 
Sales Professional 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 MAIN ST 
PO BOX729 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

Phone (413) 773-3678 
, Fax (4 I 3) 774-5746 

DILLON@CROCKER.COM 
Toll Free 1-800-698-3678 
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GILL 
continued from pg 1 
parent of an older boy men
tioned that her son had dropped 
out of school since entering the 
upper grades in Montague: 
"There was poor communica
tion between myself and the 
teachers; there was no commu
nity feel. There were detentions 
and in-house suspensions that I 
was not told about. We're told 
to think about the district as a 
whole, but no one in the district 
is thinking about Gill." 

Son-el Hatch read in a print
ed statement that: "It is the Gill 
school that made me what I 
am ... I don't think technology 
makes a school. [With this pro
posed move] the welfare of our 
school hangs in the balance." 

Joanne Rabideau, Gill's 
sixth grade teacher favored the 
change. "This is a high pres
sure situation for everyone, but 
in order to educate our children 
better, I think they need to be 
moved up. Collaboration needs 
to happen for educational chal
lenges and mandates to be met. 
I appreciate the good things 
that people have to say about 
the Gill school, but in my heart 
I believe that the middle school 
is where we can best meet the 
mandates. It may not be as dif-

Annual 
Spring Clean 

Fling 
There will be a downtown spring 

cleanup in Turners Falls on 
Saturday, May 12th from 9 a.m. -
noon. Interested individuals will 
meet at the Great Falls Discovery 
Center's Great Hall at 9 a.m. 
Refreshments will be served and a 
prize will be given for most trash col
lected. There will be a short safety 
discussion followed by sweeping, 
raking, pulling weeds and picking up 
trash. Tenders and sponsors of the 
planters along Ave A are also invited 
to participate and will be given 
updated planting information. If pos
sible, please bring gloves, rakes, 
brooms and water. Bags will be pro
vided. For more information, please 
contact the Brick House, 863-9576 
or the Carnegie Library, 863-3214. 

ferent there as peo
ple think." Another 
voter who spoke in 
favor of the move 
added: "The point 
of education is that 
everyone learns at 
a different time. 
You need to think 
about what's good 
in terms of the 
whole picture. Not 
just in terms of 
'your kid' or 'my 
kid'." 

Rabideau 
addressed the idea 
that Montague 
schools offered 
poor educational 
outcomes. "My 
blood is boiling 
over the way 
schools in the dis-
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trict are being Left t:o right rear: Leland Stevens, Phil Maddern, Ann Banash, moderator Rqy Steele and ynda Hodsdon-Mayo overlook 
talked about. We (left to right) school committee chair Mary Kociela, an att:ornry for the Gill-Montague Regional School District, and 
have good teachers superintendent Sue Gee, at the Gill Special To1vn Meeting on Thursday, Mt!J 3rd. 

and good students. the No Child Left Behind Act. sh1dents - would be a positive A Gill parent of two seemed 
Bad scores do not mean that The second proposal on the development. However the to speak for many when he 
schools, teachers, or programs evening's agenda was a pro- lack of clarity of the proposed acknowledged the raw emotion 
are not functioning." Rabideau posal to allow intra-district policy was cause for some con- in the room. "We parents care 
was referencing the fact that choice between Gill and cern. "We shouldn't over- about our children. I know our 
both Sheffield Elementa1y and Montague. Most who spoke to whelm our school before we school board cares about our 
the Great Falls Middle School this proposal felt the potential know all the guidelines," said children. There are no villains 
are on the Massachusetts Board to have children from one Gill parent, echoing sever- in this room. Unfunded man
of Education watch list for Montague elementary grades al other statements to this dates are the true villain." 
underperforming schools, attend the Gill School - which effect. Nonetheless, the pro- 11111! 
according to the guidelines of has classes as small as 9 or 10 posal passed, 48 to 11. Ill' 

SHEFFIELD 
continued from pg 1 

from the Mighty Minds super
heroes. With plenty of fanfare, 
the six Mighty Minds make 
their appearance chanting their 
mantra, "We are Mighty 
Minds! We go everywhere, 
promising to learn and love 
eve1y 1ninute of it. We are curi
ous! We are smait! And we are 
Ve1y enthusiastic!" Enthusi
astic they were. 

The subjects represented by 
the Mighty Minds included 
math (Elyssa Carner), spelling 
(Kaineeca Pabon), reading 
(Sam Peabody), histo1y 
(Jonathan Rawls), science 
(Mikey Whiteman), and music 
(Austin Hurley). Decked out in 
b1ight capes made by Sue Guy
Greene the superheroes had 

their work cut out for them, 
because the sh1dents were con
vinced they would not be suc
cessful on the upcoming tests. 

There were plenty of one
liners for comic relief as sh1-
dents (including Kathryn 
Austin, Danielle Bassett, Eric 
Ferguson, Jessica Fuller, 
Cameron Jacques, Emma 
Johnson, Briana Mccaffrey, 
Alyssa Rockwood, Brett 
Simm, Marcel O1tiz, Tasheen 
Wanzio) let us know the high 
stress issues. Words were not 
enough, of course, since this 
was a musical perfotmance and 
each time the students lament
ed their problems the heroes 
managed to come up with a 
song to help them out. 

Concerns about reading led 
to "Give Me a Book" and math 
woes were resolved by the 

infectious "Conga Math," 
where audience members had a 
hard time staying in their seats 
as the entire chorns conga line 
moved throughout the auditori
um. The students' fears were 
eventually relieved when they 
were reminded they had the 
suppo1t of parents and teachers 
and most impo1tantly their ovm 
mighty tninds. 

Nan Sadoski has her hands 
full as the music teacher for all 
four elementruy schools in the 
Gill-Montague district (K-6), 
but it is clear she enjoys the 
extra work involved in the 
a1111ual plays as well. She gen
erally seeks a classroom 
teacher at each school to help 
with productions, and notes 
this year Guy-Greene volun
teered to co-produce the musi
cal. Sadoski credits Guy-

Greene's work with the success 
of this year's production. The 
enthusiasm Sadoski exudes 
when talking about teaching 
music must have a lot to do 
with why so many sh1dents 
sign up for chorus in the first 
place! 

Audience members leaving 
the auditorium were raving 
about the quality of the produc
tion as well as the a1t displayed 
throughout the school. Both 
were patt of the fabulous gala 
Arts Festival at the Sheffield 
School. Let's hope the music 
and visual ruts programs at the 
school are not jeopardized as 
budget discussions move for
ward. 

Lyrics and music for the 
play were written by Cristi 

Miller and John ll~!l!I 
Jacobsen. 11!!4 
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Stroller Strut and Senior Stroll 
at Northfield Mountain 

Fri., May 11; 9:30 - 11 :00 a.m. 
For parent and child in stroller 
or backpack 
No fee, Pre-register by calling 
800-859-2960 

Looking for a place to fitness 
walk with your stroller sized 
child or grandchild? Come 
intrnduce your little one to the 
touch.es, sounds, and smells of 
the natural world. Program 
activities will show caregivers 
ente1taining and safe activities 
they can share with babies in the 
woods and fields around 
Northfield Mountain and 
beyond. Caregivers will also 
learn what poison ivy looks 
like. Activities will be mixed 
with the chance to move along 
the can-iage width ski trails and 
socialize with other caregivers 
who enjoy being outdoors. The 
group will share their favorite 
stroller hike destinations and, if 
desired, contact info1mation to 

CHOICE 
continued from pg 1 

deficit in the dispatch budget. 
When asked about the cause of 
this deficit, police chief Ray 
Zukowski responded that three 
dispatchers were lost to 
Greenfield this year, forcing 
him to hire and train new peo
ple. He explained that 
Greenfield pays dispatchers $2 
more per hour, a difference in 
sala1y that can be hard to com
pete with. 

Quickly passed with little 
discussion were a1ticles four, 
five, and six. Article four 
appropriated $1,700 for the 
board of registrars budget to 
cover the cost of hiring an 
additional person during the 
election period. Article five 
appropriated $10,000 for the 
reserve fund budget, covering 
any potential sho1tfall th.at may 
have resulted from the low 
reserve fund for the rest of the 
fiscal year. When Mike 
Naughton of Precinct 2 asked 
what the rese1ve fund has been 
used for, town accountant 
Carolyn Olsen explained that 
money has been drawn from 
the fund to cover utilities, 
police dispatch, and tax title 
proceedings, among other 
things. Alticle six transfen-ed 
$21,000 from the snow and ice 
budget (which showed a posi
tive balance this year due to the 
mild winter), and moved it to 
the general DPW account. 

Ma1y Kociela, school com-

continue social strolls in other 
beautiful natural areas. Program 
is designed for caregivers with 
children in strollers or back
packs. 

Senior Stroll at North.field 
Mountain 
Fri., May 18; 9:00 -11:30 a.m. 
For ages 55 and older 
No fee, Pre-register by calling 
800-859-2960 

Come get th.at spring back in 
your step! The can-iage width 
ski trails make a nice even 
walking surface and a great 
place to socialize with other 
active seniors as we walk some 
of the lower trails on Northfield 
Mountain. Enjoy the beautiful 
colors, smells, even tastes of 
spring as we discover spring 
wildflowers nestled in the 
newly green woods and share 
inspiring quotes from poetic 
lovers of spring. 

mittee chair, then took the 
podium to address the remain
ing articles on the wa1Tant. The 
first a1ticle proposed amending 
the regional school district 
agreement to allow sixth grade 
students from Gill to move to 
the Great Falls Middle School 
in Montague. Kociela 
explained that the school com
mittee had already voted to 
move the sixth grade from 
Sheffield School to the middle 
school, to provide a broader 
span at the middle school, and 
allow sixth graders and sixth 
grade teachers to access the 
technology, programs and col
laboration available at that 
facility. The amendment to 
allow Gill sixth graders to 
attend the middle school as 
well needed to pass in both Gill 
and Montague to be enacted. 

In comparison to the "lively 
discussion" Kociela described 
taking place the same evening 
at the Gill town meeting 
(where the measure went down 
to defeat), the amendment 
passed unanimously, with no 
discussion, in Montague. 

However, lively conversa
tion ensued, devoted to the 
intra-district choice a1ticles. 
Kociela began by explaining 
what intra-district choice is and 
why the school committee feels 
it will benefit children in Gill 
and Montague. Intra-district 
school choice differs from 
inter-district school choice in 
that 'inter' choice means 
choice between school dis-
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Turners Falls' Derrick Zellmann "Best in Show" at College Exhibit 
TURNERS FALLS - depicting the events of 
Derrick Zellmam1, art major Sept. 11th, 2001. The 43rd 
at Bridgewater St.ate Annual Student Art Show 
College in Bridgewater, was held on April 25th. 
MA, won "Best in Show" in Zellmallll also received the 
the Graphic Design catego- A n t h o n y 
ry for his piece titled Dimingos Award 
"Personifying September" for best overall 
"Se!f Preservation" display of paint

ings or drawings 

u·icts, whereas 'intra' district 
choice means choice within a 
school disu·ict. With the pas
sage of intra-district school 
choice, provided space is avail
able, Montague residents could 
send their children to any of the 
Montague elementa1y schools 
or to Gill, and Gill students 
could attend Montague ele
mentary schools, Kociela said. 

She explained to town meet
ing that this is different from 
the school choice that has been 
mandated through the No Child 
Left Behind Act. This type of 
school choice directs schools 
that have been deemed under
performing - including, this 
year, Sheffield Elementary 
School - to offer the choice to 
students who would be attend
ing to go to another school in 
the district that is meeting No 
Child Left Behind benchn1a.rks. 
The school district must cover 
the cost of u·ansportation for 
these children. This year ten or 
eleven families with children at 
Sheffield Elementary have 
opted to go to Gill Elementa1y, 
and the district will provide a 
bus for them to do so. 

Beyond this federally man
dated intra-district choice, the 
school committee is hoping to 
achieve greater equity and 
more options for students and 
families through optional inu·a
district choice. The committee 
hopes by making more options 
available within the district, 
they will be able to retain more 
students and keep them from 

for his painting ...... 
series "Bridging 
Montague" 
(acrylic and ~ 

newsprint on 
paper) and for his 
painting titled, 

S e 1 f 
Preservation" 
(ac1ylic and duct 
tape on paper). 

Zellmam1 was 
also recently 
selected as the 
Class of 2007 

choicing out to other school 
districts. This would keep more 
money in the district as well, 
for when students attend other 
districts' schools, state funds 
go with them. 

lnlmedia.tely, town meeting 
members had many questions 
a.bout the specifics of the new 
inu·a-disu·ict school choice pol
icy. How would sh1dents be 
chosen? Would there be a lot
te1y? What about families who 
wanted to take advantage of the 
system but weren't chosen? 
When would the program 
begin? What a.bout transporta
tion for volunta1y intra-district 
choice students and how would 
the costs of transporting them 
be paid for? 

Kociela, with the help of 
school committee member 
Mike Langknecht, tried her 
best to answer these policy 
questions, but fell short in the 
eyes of some town meeting 
members. Precinct 1 's Les 
Cromack stood up to say that 
though he came into the meet
ing intending to vote 'Yes' on 
the articles, the lack of specific 
answers about policy shifted 
his vote to the negative. Mike 
Naughton echoed this senti
ment, stating, "It feels funny to 
vote on policy that we don't 
know a.bout yet." 

Others disagreed, and 
expressed confidence in the 
school committee to make 
decisions in the best interest of 
sh1dents and families in the dis
trict. Jeff Singleton of Precinct 

Student. Commencement 
Speaker at Bridgewater 
State College. He is from 
Turners Falls. 

I 

Derrick Zellmann of Turners Falls 

1 said, "We're not here to 
1nicromana.ge school policy." 
Paul Kaufman, also of Precinct 
1, argued that it's the job of the 
school committee, not town 
meeting, to set school policy. 
Town voters influence policy 
by voting for school conunittee 
members, he maintained, and 
when these members change, 
policy can change with them. 

Precinct 6 town meeting 
member Brian Costa supported 
a lotte1y system for sh1dents 
who might want to take advan
tage of choice within the dis
trict, and warned there might 
be more of them than the 
school committee might think. 
He said if inu·a-district choice 
had been available earlier, he 
would have sent his son to Gill 
Elementa.1y, rather than have 
him go to school with "less 
desirable sh1dents." 

Despite all the heated con
versation surrounding intra
district choice, the way chil
dren will be chosen, and the 
policies smTOunding its incep
tion, when the time came for 
voting, a majority voted yes. A 
standing vote count was not 
needed. Whether or not intra
district choice will be put in 
place for next school year, how 
many families will opt to take 
advantage of it, and whether or 
not town meeting members and 
residents will feel their policy
related questions have all been 
answered, we'll have to wait 
and see. 
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TF Fire District Prudential Committee Looks at Finances 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 

The Prudential Committee of 
the Turners Falls fire and water 
district reorganized on Monday, 
May 7th, with new member 
Mark Allen present, along with 
Joe Janikas and chair Doug 
Starbuck. Janikas distributed 
financial information comparing 
the cost of operating the Turners 
Falls fire depa11ment to the cost 
of operating fire depat1ments in 
other towns in the 
Commonwealth. 

"I tried to take towns of com
parable size, and in some cases 
that are larger," said Janikas. 

"Athol, Greenfield, Gat·dner .... 
They're a lot larger than we are." 
In each of these communities, in 
2005, Janikas' chat1 showed that 
ove11ime pay for a larger contin
gent of firefighters was less than 
the amount spent on ove11ime in 
the sample year (2006) for 
Turners Falls. In 2005, Athol, 
with 13 employees spent $12,600 
on ove1time pay, while 
Greenfield, with 28 firefighters, 
spent $89,000 on ove11ime pay. 
In 2006, Turners Falls, with eight 
fulltime firefighters, spent 
$198,000 on overtime pay, 
according to Janikas' figures, 

Volunteers Needed 
The Pmdential Committee of the Turners Falls Fire District is 

seeking volunteers to serve on a committee to explore and inves
tigate alternatives for providing Fire and Emergency Se1vices to 
the District. 

Anyone interested can contact any Ptudential Committee 
member: Douglas Stat-bt1ck, Mark Allen, or Joe Janikas. They can 
also call (863-4552) or stop in at the District Office at 226 Millers 
Falls Road in Turners Falls. A brief note, expressing interest may 
also be sent to the Millers Falls Road address. 

The Prudential Committee hopes to fo1m the Committee as 
soon as possible and will be meeting at the Fire District office on 
May 21st at 5:15 P. M. All District residents are welcome to 
attend. 

which he said he took from the 
town of Montague's 2006 annual 
report. 

A number of the Turners Falls 
firefighters were present at the 
meeting. One of them, John 
Zellmat1, took issue with Janikas' 
figures in a follow-up phone call, 
saying Janikas' figures for over
tin1e pay in Turners was inflated. 
But Janikas subsequently defend
ed his research, citing end of 
year total wages documents, say
ing the union contract's average 
base pay for firefighters and cap
tains in Turners Falls was 
$37,078 in 2006, but the actual 
average pay for firefighters and 
captains in Turners Falls that yeat· 
was $65,805. The average differ
ence - $28,727 - represents over
time and incentive pay, and 'out
of-grade' pay for firefighters fill
ing in when captains at·e on vaca
tion, Janikas said. 

"One hundred and ninety
eight thousand dollars a yeat· is 
far more than any of the other 
towns" [of comparable size] pay 
for ove1time, Janikas asse11ed. 
"Our salaties at·e fat· more. East 
Longmeadow (population 
16,104) operates their fire station 

from 7 a.m to 6 p m. I believe 
they seem to get by just fine. I 
think we owe it to our taxpayers 
to fo1m a committee and look 
into this. If we can save some 
money and achieve an acceptable 
level of service, I think it's 
incumbent on us to do so." 

The committee unanimously 
suppo1ted Janikas' motion to 
fotm a committee to "look at 
alternative schemes for perform
ing fire and health se1vices for 
the community." 

Allen pointed out that more 
than half the calls that come into 
the fire department atmually at·e 
health related calls. He thought 
the department should explore 
billing for those calls. 

Chief Ray Godin said the 
depat1ment billed out whatever 
they could, for attending to oil 
and fuel spills for seiious cat· 
accidents, for example. But he 
said, "We don't transport 
patients. As for billing for med
ical supplies or our ove1time 
costs, we're not going to get any
where witl1 it." 

Allen responded, "Then we 
should look into forrning an 
ambulance se1vice. It will 

NOTES FROM THE Gill TOWN MEfflNG 

increase our costs," but enable 
the depattment to bill for medical 
calls, he said. "There must be a 
fair reimbursement for the ser
vices rendered." 

Godin countered, 
"Historically, this committee has 
not been inclined to get into an 
ambulance service in any way 
shape or form." He said feasibili
ty studies have been proposed on 
that topic for years, and had gone 
nowhere. 

Allen and Janikas asked 
Godin to present figures for 
potential costs and savings 
involved in fomling a town 
ambulance se1vice at the next 
meeting of the pmdential com
mittee. Janikas complained tl1at 
the pmdential committee 
"seemed to get bogged down and 
accomplish nothing" because it 
only met once a montl1. He made 
a motion to increase the pmden
tial committee's meetings to 
twice a month, for the foresee
able future. That motion also 
passed unanimously. The next 
meeting of the pmdential com
mittee will be at the Water 
Department office on Millers 
Falls Road at 5: 15 on May 21st 

Most Gill Budget Items Await Outcome of $300,000 Override 
BY ALEX GOTTSCHALK -
The first half of Gill's annual 
town meeting convened at tlle 
Gill town hall on Monday, May 
7th, with discussion of the 
$300,000 budget override 
scheduled for May 21st domi
nating the meeting. Town 
depaitment heads say they need 
the ovenide to pass in order to 
provide se1vices at the present 
level. 

Mick La.Claire, head of the 
highway department, asked 
rheto1ically, "What price is a 
man's life wo11h?" in regai·ds to 
getting a new truck for the pub
lic works department. "Our 
newest tmck is twelve years old, 
and it is literally falling apa1t. 
That could have life or death 
consequences in a snowstorrn 
when one of our men is diiving 

downliill plowing. I have no 
control over [the rising costs of 
fuel and tmck maintenance] 
... but I think you'll agree that 
the se1vices are good. I'm called 
a tightwad; if I can save you 
money I will." 

The DPW was just one of 
several departments in need of 
the budget override to keep 
operating at the present level of 
se1vice. After his presentation 
on the budget for public safety, 
police chief David Hastings was 
asked if there was any way the 
police department could cut 
down on fuel expenditures for 
their cmisers. "Yes, we could 
always patrol on foot," he 
quipped. "Cutting patrols is not 
the way to do it," Hastings con
tinued. "I think our officers con
se1ve as much fuel as possible. 

Eve1yone has a right to a police 
presence." 

Superintendent of G-M 
schools Sue Gee echoed the 
sentiments of the DPW and 
police department during her 
presentation to the assemblage. 
"Similar to what you've heard, 
this is a level budget, to provide 
the services we already have. If 
the override is not passed, we 
would have to cut the equivalent 
of twenty teaching positions. 
[Editor! note: Gee! statement 
implies Montague will pass a 
budget for the schools in pro
portion to the one Gill is consid
ering. The Montague select
board, on Monday May 7th, 
said there are at present no 
plans in Montague to seek an 
override for the schools. There 
is a $978,000 gap between what 

the town of Montague has said 
it is able to pay and what the 
schools have requested this 
year, according to Montague 
finance committee chair Jeff 
Singleton.] We don't have twen
ty positions to eliminate. 
Eve1ything is on the table 
because we're so bai·e bones as 
it is, to the extent we could lose 
our school accreditation." Gee 
pointed out that the Gill 
Elementa1y School only has a 
half time p1inciple and a "ve1y 
patt time" nurse. 

Fire chief Gene Beaubien 
wearily commented, during his 
presentation, "It's the same as 
everyone else. Expenses are 
going up, oil is going up, patts 
are going up. We have hoses 
that at·e twenty years old at1d no 
c01rummity fire grants. There is 

nothing we can do. We need to 
keep our trncks up to date and 
our gear up to date." 

Selectboard chair Ann 
Banash, presenting the budget 
to the crowd, stated: "This bud
get will allow us to do business 
in the way we do it now. If [the 
proposed override] fails on May 
21st, we retum with a di·astical
ly reduced proposition." If the 
override fails, at least $77,000 
will be cut from town se1vices, 
which Banash said would be 
"devastating." 

Not eve1yone present was 
convinced the override would 
be beneficial to the town. 
Tupper Brown asked those pre
sent: "Is the town in financial 
crisis? I personally would 
expect to see some slashes: a 

see OVERRIDE pg 16 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Forest Management and Land Use Discussed 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -At 
its May 2nd meeting, the 
Wendell selectboa1·d met with 
Deidre Cabral of the pla1111ing 
board, and Wayne Feiden, a 
consultant working with the 
pla1111ing board on the Pelham 
Hills forest conservation grant. 
Feiden, who is not from 
Wendell, wanted to get an idea 
of the board members' per
spective on land use and con
servation in town, and for 
Wendell's town owned land. 

Selectboard chair Ted Lewis 
first said he thought the forest 
should be kept open for 
hunters, fishers, and for people 
who hike, walk, ride horses, 
bike, or collect wild foods. 
Tree cutting should be allowed 
so the forest can be managed 
for its best health, and best use. 
Fires will bum slower and not 
as deep into the ground in a 
managed forest, and fighting 
fires that do occur is easier in a 
managed, less tangled forest. 

Board member Christine 
Heard agreed, but added it is 
good to leave some of the for
est alone so that succession 
can continue uninterrupted. 
She said she does not like 
motorized recreational vehi
cles in the forest because they 
tear up the ground wherever 
they go. The state prohibits 
them on state owned land, but 
enforcement of the ATV ban is 
difficult. 

Board member Dan Keller 
told Feiden more than half the 
land in town is protected. He 
said agriculture is important in 
town, but fanning here is mar
ginal, very little of the land is 
good for growing crops, and it 
is difficult to support political
ly. He said the town is divided 
between people who want to 
stop development, and people 
who see a need for more devel
opment in town. 

Heard said the Swift River 
School needs more children; 
enrollment is down almost 100 
students from 250 ten years 

ago. She said there was a big 
influx of people into town in 
the 1970s and 1980s, and the 
children of those families have 
gone to school, but few of 
those grown children have 
stayed. Young people a1·e not 
coming to town with children. 
The population is aging. 
Living in Wendell is expen
sive; the tax rate is high. 

Lewis said the town is off 
the beaten path, has no indus
try, and is not likely to attract 
any. He said the tax rate is 
high, but the actual homeown
er 's tax bill is not far off other 
homeowner tax bills in the 
state. 

Cabral said that Wendell 
allows home based and cottage 
industry by right. Heard said 
people are more connected to 
the land in town, and more 
likely to get some of their 
livelihood from the land, as 
cordwood, a garden, or simply 
time spent outside. Wendell is 
less of a suburb than Pelham, 
and does not have a great num
ber of second homes, although 
there are still old camps 
around town. Keller said more 
people are commuting from 
town, and Lewis said Wendell 
is an easy drive to Amherst, 
Northampton, and Brattleboro. 

Sha1·ed town coordinator 
Nancy Aldrich said at New 
Salem town meetings, people 
argue and argue, and then vote 
down the middle according to 
the ideas they came in with, 
whereas at Wendell town meet
ings, people argue and talk, 
and then the vote is usually 
unanimous. 

Heard said the town has a 
real community, with sharing 
at the Freebox, and the Free 
Store at the transfer station. 
After the tornado hit town last 
July, people came to their 
neighbors' aid within minutes, 
with no selectboard or town 
oversight. 

Cabral said that on June 
2nd, at 9:00 a.m. in the town 

hall there will be a kickoff 
meeting for committees 
involved with the Pelham Hills 
grant: the open space commit
tee, planning board, select
board, and conservation com
mission, to discuss what can 
and can't be done for open 
space protection. At the end of 
the grant period, in December, 
there will be a wrap-up meet
ing. 

The meeting opened with 
Boo Pearson who rented the 
town hall for Friday, May 25th 
for a concert by Simon White's 
band, GTB. The band recently 
performed at the Route 63 
Roadhouse, and was such a 
success the Roadhouse asked 
them back. Admission will be 
$5, and Pearson expected 
fewer than 25 people to attend. 
He agreed to act as a parking 
monitor, and to call police 
chief Ed Chase, just to let him 
know. Pearson said he does not 
live in town yeru· round, and 
said that Bob Rosser was will
ing to have his name on the 
rental agreement. 

The selectboard looked at a 
draft of the annual town meet
ing wanant for June 6th. Kate 
Nolan has submitted an article 
to create a committee to over
see a community garden 
behind the new town office 
building. The town will not be 
able to close on the USDA loan 
for the building constmction in 
time for the meeting, so it will 
not be necessa1y to authorize 
payment for that, but it will be 
necessary to authorize pay
ment on the short-tenn loan. 
The town open space plan is 
expiring, and will need to be 
extended for self help grants. 

Keller said that the town 
garage loan has been paid, and 
Aldrich said there is one more 
payment due for the Swift 
River School constrnction. The 
board felt it was time to start 
putting money back into the 
capital stabilization fund. 

Cleaning and maintenance 

of the new town buildings will 
be a job large enough to 
require a custodian. Joy 
Gorzokowski, who cleans the 
town hall, has suggested her 
husband, Bob Hudson, for a 
job of about 19 hours a week, 
at $15 an hour. He has ah-eady 
done work for the town with
out pay, helping Gorzokowski. 
Keller said the position should 
be posted, but Aldrich said it 
was not necessa1y to advertise 
in the newspaper, which is 
expensive. 

The town's insurance com
pany inspected the town high
way garage and fire station, 
and made recommendations 
for repairs. The roof has leaks 
and the ceilings below have 
water damage. They said the 
fire station is cluttered, and the 
drains in the floor should be 
connected to a tight ta1tl<. Gas 
and diesel fuel lines should be 
replaced with breakaway hose 
before the EPA requires that 
repair. 

Lewis said the roof leaks 
have been addressed, although 
the ceiling damage has not. 
Keller said the floor drains 
were com1ected to a tight tank 
in the original construction, 
one of the few things done 
right on the original construc
tion. (Lewis said that was an 
accident.) Road boss Dan 
Bacigalupo can have the hoses 
replaced at minimal expense. 

Howard Labs of Hatfield 
will pick up monthly srunples 
from the town's new water sys
tem, test them and keep 
records for $10 a month. 

Handford Constrnction's 

new project manager for the 
new town buildings has had a 
hard time keeping up with the 
history and change orders on 
those construction projects. 
Bill payment is more than a 
week late. But town account
ant Janet Swem is holding 
money back until she is satis
fied with documentation. 
Reimbursement for the insula
tion panels that were brought 
to the site but not used has 
been held up. The libra1y got 
its occupancy pennit from the 
building inspector, and a cer
tificate of substantial comple
tion from the a1·chitect on 
Friday April 27th, but the town 
is not accepting it until the 
libra1y can sta1t to move in. 
The water accumulating in the 
cellar has lessened, but the 
libra1y drainage problem is not 
fully resolved. 

Minor punch list items still 
need to be addressed, and there 
is a skylight that still has not 
anived on site. Grading, seed
ing and drainage still need to 
be taken care of, and there is 
still rnbbish to be removed. 
Lewis said the highway depart
ment has done a lot of work at 
the building site without sub
mitting a bill, and Heard said 
they have been more of a pub
lic works department. Some 
contingency money may be 
spent for trees and plantings 
between both buildings and 
abutters. Any more planting 
should be done by volunteers. 

Board members agreed to 
drive through town again on 
May 7th looking for excess 
umegistered vehicles. 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Montague Saves on CSO Project 
BY DAVID DETMOLD cal upgrades to 

meet fire code 
issues, and a new 
superviso1y con
trol and data 
acquisition sys
tem in the opera
tions building. 

Trombley 
said Ludlow 
Construction 
would return to 
Avenue A and 
7th Street to 
remove tempo-
ra1y trench 
patching laid 
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The town of Montague has 
received two grants, totaling 
$849,000, from the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture, to reduce the cost 
of the combined sewer overflow 
remediation project now under
way. The project, in two phases, 
was projected to cost the tax
payers and sewer users of 
Montague $5.7 million, but 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio told the select
board on Monday night, May 
7th, the grants, received under 
the USDA's mral development 
community facility loan pro
gram, will reduce the amount 
the town will have to bonow to 
approximately $4.85 million. 
Although town meeting had 
approved the higher level of 
bonowing for the project, 
Abbondanzio said the town 
would not bonow to the autho
rized ceiling without going back 
to tovm meeting for approval of 
further add-ons to the project. 

down last year 
during the 
course of sewer 
repair work. He 
said they would 
put down penna
nent patching 
during the 
course of two 
days, this week, 
and then clean 
up the lot to the 
west of Food 

Engineer Sara Campbell keeps watch over pavment removal by the Carnegie Library on Wednes~. She report,s that the 7th Street 
trench sho111s no signs of settling, and was solid 111hen the roller passed over it. 

The scope of the project had 
been reduced substantially last 
year to meet the $5.7 million 
ceiling. Wastewater treatment 
supe1visor Bob Trombley told 
the board the items removed 
earlier from the project - some 
of which would have resulted in 
long tenn cost savings for sewer 
users - "will have to get 
addressed at some time. But we 
need to get that bid done. This is 
a 400-plus-day project," he said. 

Reached after the meeting, 
Trombley ticked off a list of 
items that had been dropped 
from the second phase of the 
CSO project to bring it in at the 
approved cost ceiling. They 
include: conecting the negative 
pitch to the influent pipe 
between the Greenfield Road 
CSO and the treatment plant; a 
parallel screening and grit 
removal system at the head
works; heating, ventilation and 
cooling repairs at the plant; a 
new roof on the operations 
building; a new solids handling 
and dewatering system; electri-

City where they 
have stored material for the last 
six months or so. 

He said the second phase of 
sewer repair work, to take place 
in the vicinity of the treatment 
plant in Montague City, had 
reached the 100% design phase. 
"We will be moving shortly 
toward bidding it," in June or 
July, Trombley said. 

Progress on Australis Odor 
Board member Allen Ross 

took the opportunity to ask 
Trombley about progress on 
alleviating a persistent bad odor 
that had been traced to a sewer 
line leading from the Australis 
fish fann in the industrial park. 
The odor had been the subject 
of ongoing complaints from res
idents and businesses in the 
neighborhood downstream of 
the sewer line. 

Trombley said the Australis 
plant had been phasing out use 
of a 200,000 gallon manure 
storage tank last week, and 

applying the stored manure on 
faimers' fields in Gill. Having 
nearly completed that task, he 
said, the plant had measured 
"zero readings in the sewer for 
hydrogen sulfide," the gas caus
ing the rotten egg smell. He said 
the plant no longer intended to 
store manure in the tank, and 
there would be no more land 
application of fish fann fertiliz
er in the future. 

"It does seem they were 
responsive to the citizens," said 
board member Pat Allen. 

Ross te1med the smell in the 
ai·ea during last weeks transition 
period "fragrant." 

Mural in Millers Falls 
The meeting began with Sara 

Campbell, leader of Girl Scout 
Troop #328, based in Millers 
Falls, coming before the board 
with one of her scouts, Bethany 
Zera, 14, of Grout Circle, to ask 
pe1mission of the selectboai·d to 
paint a mural on the abutment of 

a raikoad bridge on Newton 
Street. Campbell said verbal 
approval to paint the mural had 
already been secured from 
Ve1mont Central Raikod, and 
she was awaiting a fo1mal letter 
of approval. The colorful mural 
will include the words, "Keep 
Our River Clean." 

The girl scouts had been 
assigned the stretch of the 
Millers River neai· the raikoad 
bridge during last year's Source 
to Sea Cleanup, Campbell 
explained, and they have since 
adopted that area as an ongoing 
project. 

Zera said her troop had found 
many interesting illegally 
dumped items in and along the 
Millers River during their clean
up. She mentioned a bike, a kid
die pool, "lots of little beer bot
tles, probably left there by kids 
having a party," a television set 
and an oil can, among other 
things. 

"It's amazing how much 

trash you pick up down 
there,"said Campbell. "It's a 
long way from McDonald's." 

Ross said, "I th.ink it is fan
tastic that you've done that. It's 
one of those special spots. There 
ai·e beaver living there. There's 
a new water park in Athol, and a 
beautiful access pai·k in Orange. 
There are people using that 
stretch of the river for whitewa
ter and flat water canoeing. The 
Millers has a histo1y for a great 
many years of not being taken 
care of, but that's changing now. 
So your effo1ts are ve1y appreci
ated." 

The girls plan to paint their 
mural on Sahirday, June 2nd if 
all goes well. The board 
approved letting them use traf
fic cones to block offpa1t of the 
roadway underneath the railroad 
bridge while they worked. 
Campbell, who oversaw 
Ludlow Construction's sewer 
project last year on 7th and 
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Avenue A in her capacity as con
sulting engineer for Camp 
Dresser & McGee, has some 
experience diverting traffic in 
work zones. 

Labor-Management Meeting 
Abbondanzio announced a 

tentative date for a joint labor 
management meeting between 
all unions representing town of 
Montague and Gill-Montague 
Regional School Disu·ict 
employees, to talk about budget 
issues on Tuesday, May 29th at 7 
pm., at the Turners Falls High 
School auditorium. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

his prope1ty on 
181 Avenue A 
to a level grade, 
after a year and 
a half of inac
tivity at the 
building site. 
An improperly 
constructed 
cinderblock 
fotmdation led 
to stop work 
orders at the 
site in 2005. 
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Belchertown in the next week or 
so," said Zukowski on May 8th, 
"I'll probably have to send my 
own guys down ai1d see if we can 
bring lum in front of housing 
court again." 

Jensen said his depa1tment 
had the authority to return the site 
to level grnde and bill Kislyuk 
for the work, if the comt and the 
police were not able to enforce 
the order soon. 

Ross said, "That idea came up 
during meeting between the 
selectboard and the finance com
mittee where we all realized, 
with Frank [Abbondanzio]'s his
torical analysis of the town bud
get, we were in a situation where 
we couldn't afford what the 
schools legitimately felt they 
needed for their operating bud
get. The whole town and the 
schools are in a major bind, 
which would involve cmiailing 
the percentage of health instrr
ance or annual raises employees 
get. Rather than coming at this 
adversely to the pa1ticipating 
individuals, we thought it would 
be best to include them, to 
involve the power of the unions 
in ce1tain lobbying effo1ts ... " 

Girl Scout Troop #328 cleaned up along the Millers River in October of last year. (Betha1!J 
Zera,jar right.) The Newton Street railroad bridge abutment is in the background. 

Tax collec
tor Patty Dion 
said Kislyuk, 
operating 
tmder the name 
Montague 
Rivers Edge, 
LLC, of 12 
Motmtain View 
Drive, 
Belchertown, 
owed a total of 

On a sinulai·, if slightly more 
positive note, Jensen said Ga1y 
Kosuda, owner of the former 
Railroad Salvage Building on 
Power Su·eet in the Patch, had 
appeared in Greenfield Housing 
Comt on April 20th and agreed to 
the town's demands on how to 
proceed to secure the property 
and stabilize the walls of that 
suucture, so Power Su·eet cai1 be 
reopened. Power Street, one of 
two enu·ances to the insular resi
dential neighborhood on the 
Patch, has been blocked off for a 
solid yeai· since p01tions of the 
brick walls tumbled into the 
street. 

Abbondanzio said a pre-con
stmction meeting would take 
place Thursday, May 10th, at 
10:00 a.m. at town hall to go over 
the schedule for crosswalk and 
sidewalk improvements along 
Avenue A. He said the constmc
tion schedule will necessarily 
involve some rerouting of u·affic 
and inconvenience to businesses 
along the Avenue. 

On another inconvenient con
stluction project on the Avenue, 
Abbondanzio said the pathways 
in Peskeomskut Park, temporari
ly closed for the last two months 
while negotiations have been 
tmderway over how to best resur
face them to satisfy ADA 
requirements, would soon be 
paved over with a colorized 
asphalt. The pea stone surface 
met with objections from the 
Massachusetts Architectural 

Access Board. Abbondanzio said 
some town ftmds would have to 
be expended to fix the problem, 
but did not mention a figure. 

The town adminisu-ator said 
the Montague Co1mnunity 
Band's Jtme 11th concert with 
the United States Marine Band 
from New Orleans scheduled for 
7 p m. in Peskeomskut Park may 
have to take place at the Turners 
Falls High School if the new 
grass has not become sufficiently 
established by then. ''We'll play 
that by ear," he said. ''The grass 
has been growing well lately." 

Elks and the ZBA 
Building inspector David 

Jensen, who works with the zon
ing board of appeals, came 
before the board to outline a con
flict of interest on tl1e ZBA, and 
to propose a remedy for it. The 
Montague Elks have applied to 
the ZBA for a pennit to constmct 
a smoking porch in back of their 
lodge in Turners Falls. Three of 
the members of the ZBA are also 
members of the Elks, and if all 
three of them recuse themselves 
from the hearing, the board will 
lack a quonun to act. Having 
consulted the state ethics com
mission, Jensen said the select
board could invoke the "mle of 
necessity," and allow the mem
bers with conflicts to act on the 
matter. 

The board took Jensen's 
advice, and invoked the mle of 
necessity for two of the ZBA 
members, Demus Booska and 
Robe1t Sojka, to act on the Elk's 
application at the hearing sched
uled for May 9th. They did not 
invoke the mle for the ZBA 
chair, Ernest Brown, who hap
pens to also be an officer of the 
Montague Elks, because the 
selectboard felt his involvement 
with the Elks was greater than 
the other two members'. 

Jensen said the Elks had dis
cussed their plan to build a smok
ing porch with neighbors on 7th 
Su·eet, and had decided to with
draw and resubmit their applica
tion, moving the proposed porch 
to the Elks Avenue side of the 
lodge, away from most of the 
nearby residences. 

Kislyuk and Kosuda 
In other matters involving the 

office of the building inspector, 
Jensen said a civil wanant for the 
anest of Belche1town developer 
Mark Kislyuk had been issued by 
the Greenfield Housing Court, 
after he failed to appear for a 
hearing on November 24th, 
2006. That was the sixth Housing 
Comt hearing in a row Kislyuk 
had failed to appear for, accord
ing to Jensen. The building 
inspector and the board of health 
have ordered Kislyuk to return 

$3600 in U11paid taxes on the 
prope1ty at 181 Avenue A. 

Jensen said state building 
code did not allow constluction 
sites to remain incomplete with 
open excavations for long peri
ods of time. He said the open pits 
around the fotmdation walls 
remain an attractive nuisance, 
although prou11ding metal rebar 
have been removed, and an open 
manhole covered. He said the 
site, across the street from the 
post office, was littered with con
su11ction debris and accumulated 
hash. 

Montague police chief Ray 
Zukowski said he had notified 
the Belchertown police regarding 
the wairnnt for Kislyuk's aITest. 
"If we don't get anything from 

Jensen said Kosuda, a Florida 
resident, had agreed to su·ength
en the security fence ai·om1d the 
prope1ty, and top it with barbed 
wire. The comt ordered Kosuda 
to "demolish and remove all 
internal ai1d external debris from 
the prope1ty," and to "demolish 
and remove floor and roof sec
tions that are in danger of col
lapse" in the four-story section 
of the building, and to hire a 
stmctural engineer to assess the 
stability of the walls. Jensen 
said the court gave 
Kosuda 30 days to com- l~I 
plete those tasks. II.., 

~t c1ear Cho1. 
~o f'tJ-1' ('., 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Estimates 

Honest Worl, 
Honest Prices! 

M<1ss. c:onrractor R.eg.~ 107141 
Hass. Llce.ns<, #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

UI • (413) 361-002s 

111 
Abo ♦.t Face Ve1·onic~ Phaneuf Pam Veith Real Estate ~issance Computer Solutions about-face@verizon.net 

✓ PC Sales· & Service. 

✓ MAC Software Support 

✓ Network Suppo1t and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Support 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 

74( Main Street • Northfield 

413-498-5166 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc.Fax:413-498·0208 

Barbara A. EdSOn-Greenwald Home Phone:413·863-9t66 
ABR,CRS,e-PR0.GRLSRES,C8R HomeFax:413-a63-0218 

REALTOR Email bedson 1@comcast.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

}8 Main Street 
Clay is good dirt! Montague Center 

N- to the Montague Grange 

www.gooddirtpotter9.com +I )-767.0155 

lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

FOUR DIRECTIONS 
HEALING ARTS 

~ f)l~CTION 
A.L'.INc; AP-..n 

Acuptmcture 
Massage, Reiki 

Flower Essence Therapy 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 



14 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

HIGHLIGHTS Of THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Drinking Party in the Woods 
Wednt>sday 5-2 

11: 50 a.m. Assisted 
Northfield police with 
involuntary committal. 

2: 15 p.m. Assisted fire 
department on Wood Avenue 
with brush fire. 

5:02 pm. Report of 
possible domestic situation on 
side of River Road, 
investigated same. 

Friday 5-4 
2:00 p.m. Assisted 

business owner with 
employee dispute at station. 

5:45 p.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency on the 
Mount Hermon campus. 

Saturday 5-5 

12:30 a.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police off of 
Bald Mountain Road with 
large party in the woods; 
underage youths consuming 
alcohol. 

11 :30 a.m. Stolen cellular 
phone report taken at station. 

Sunday 5-6 
1 :00 a.m. Assisted with 

medical emergency on the 
Mount Hem1on campus 

1:45 a.m. Checked area of 
West Gill Road for possible 
vehicle crash, related to 
incident in Bernardston. 

9:50 p.m. Report of 
possible breaking and entry in 
progress on Meadow Street. 
All OK, caretaker checking 

residence. 

Monday 5-7 
12:40 a.m. 911 abandoned 

call from Mount Hermon 
Campus. Unable to locate 
where call initiated from. 

4:46 p.m. Report of subject 
below Gill - Montague bridge 
attempting to launch raft into 
river. Unable to locate 
subject. 

Tuesday 5-8 
8:20 p.m. Assisted 

removing a disabled motor 
vehicle from intersection of 
Main Road and French King 
Highway. 

HIGHLIGHTS Of THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Car vs. Skateboard, Loose Dog, Semi Crash on Route 2 

Wednt>sday 5-2 
10:50 p.m. Report of a 

suspicious vehicle on 
Mechanic Street. Gone on 
arrival. 

Thursday 5-3 
9:10 p.m. Report of a 

suspicious vehicle at the 
Usher Plant. Area searched; 
gone on arrival. Subject 
might have been searching 
through everything goes 
piles. 

10:17 p.m. After a motor 
vehicle stop on Route 2, 
criminal application issued to 

for operating after 
suspension and a marked 
lanes violation. 

Religious Services 
Baptist 
Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver 
Street, Greenfield, 77 4-6438 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7 
p.m. Youth Bi>le0ubat6:45p.m. 

First Baptist Church of Turners 
Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-
9083 
Sundayatl 1 a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Christian Science 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 
110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-
9765 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesday at 7 :30 p.m. 

Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 
25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-

Saturday 5-5 
6:37 p.m. Report of an 

erratic driver traveling west 
on Route 2. 
- was arrested and 
charged with operating under 
the influence of liquor, 
marked lanes violation, no 
license in possession. 

Sunday 5-6 
3 :40 p.m. Passing motorist 

reports young man riding 
down Lester Street on a 
skateboard on his stomach 
like Superman. States she hit 
him because she didn't see 
him. Spoke with young man 
who admitted his 
involvement. Brought him 
home and spoke with his 
mother about the incident. 

8514 Sundayatl0a.m. 

Congregatlonal 
Gill Congregational Church, 
Main Rd., 863-8613 Sunday at 
l0a.m. 
First Congregational Church, 19 
Bridge St., Millers Falls, 659-3430 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Bible study Wed. at 7 p.m 

Eplscopal 
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 
Seventh and Prospect St., Turners, 
863-4602 
Sundayat9a.m. 

Friends (Quakers) 
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-
9188 
Sundayat 1 0a.m. 

Jewish 

Monday 5-7 
7:30 am. Report of soot 

emitting from Erving Paper 
toward residences on 
Prospect Heights Lane. 
Furnace problem. Erving 
Paper to handle. 

8:15 a.m. Report of tractor 
trailer crash on Route 2 near 
Erving Paper Mill. Assisted 
Massachusetts state police 
with traffic. Extensive 
damage to truck and shoulder 
of roadway. 

Tuesday 5-8 
8:50 a.m. Report of loose 

dog on Briggs Street. 
Located dog and secured in 
kennel. Notified owner. 

Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St., 
Greenfield, 773-5884 
Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of 
the month) and Saturday at 9:30 
a.m.; schedule does vary, it is 
advisable to call in advance 

Lutheran 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 23 
Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242 
Sunday at 10:30a.m. 

Nonclenomlnatlonal 
Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners, 
863-2771 
Sundayatl0a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesdayat6:30p.m. 

National Spiritual Alliance 
2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant, 
367-0138 Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Unity in the Pioneer Valley Church 
401 Chapman Street, Guiding 
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Katie Got Her Ride 

Katie Par?'Jch gets a ride 
in John Black's open cab 1920 .Autocar dump truck. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
soum DEERFIELD - The 
Western Mass chapter of the 
Antique Club of America 
antique truck show at the 
Hardigg Industries in South 
Deerfield drew a large crowd on 
Saturday, May 5th. Steve 
Puffer, 93, founder of the club, 
drove two of his six antique 
trucks to the show from 
Amherst. (Not at the same 
time.) Katie Parzych, who 
waited in vain last year, got her 
ride. John Black gave her a tour 
of the show in his open cab 
1920 Autocar dump truck. 
Black bought the Autocar from 
Don Arnot of North Orange, 
who found it in Dufort's 
Junkyard there. 

Fred Chase, president of the 
club, showed a number of 
tmcks. His best find was a 1942 
Mack with 6,500 miles on the 
odometer. He bought a bulldog 

radiator ornament at a N.J. flea 
market. The seller said Chase 
could buy the rest of the tmck 
and three others stored in a 
barn. Chase bought them. 

Show tmcks from 
Massachusetts, Vermont, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island 
crowded Hardigg's parking lot. 
Jinlmy Restanio from Westpo1t, 
CT, a collector of Bulldog 
Macks, has a detailed 
knowledge of the snub nosed 
trucks. "Mack put the radiators 
back by the cowl to keep the 
radiators from getting smashed 
by horse carts backing into 
them at faimers markets. Tmcks 
could carry so much more than 
the horse caits that the drivers 
backed into them to put them 
out of colll1lllss1on. The 
radiators back by the cowl kept 
the drivers wa1m in the open 
cab of the tmck in winter, but 
especially so in smnmer." 

www.turnarsfallsrivarcultura.org 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in Turners Falls. 
Log on and find out what you are missing. 

Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday 
atl0a.m. 

Ro111an CathoHc 
Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K. 
St., Turners, 863-4748 
Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.; 
Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m.; 
Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday
Fridayat 5:30 p.m. 
(Confession one half hour prior to 
mass) 

Our Lady of Peace 
Weekend Liturgies: Saturday 
4:00pm; Sunday 8:00am & 
1 O:00am; Daily Mass is at 
7:00am Mon. Thurs., 
Communion Service Fri. at 
7:00am 

Salvatlon ArlllY 
72 Chapman St., Greenfield, 
773-3154 Sundayatl 1 a.m. 

Unitarian UnhrersaHst 
All Souls, 399 Main St., 
Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at 
10:30a.m. 

First Parish Unitarian, Main St., 
Northfield, 498-5566 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

United Church of Christ 
Evangelical Congregational 
Church (UCC), 11 Church St., 
Erving (978) 544-8658 

First Congregational Church 
(UCC),4NorthSt.,MontagueCtr., 
367-9467 Sundayatl0a.m. 

First Congregational Church of 
Turners Falls (UCC), 148 L St., 
Turners, 863-9844, Sunday at 
9:30a.m. 

Contact the Reporter to add 
your service. 

• C!ay/S~o01Je ScJ»i~1lo.oW® 
• Pofflt@ay 

• ~001l® M DJ(a]WOD1lg$ 001ld 
P(a]o01Jlln01Jgs 

\Y ~ ntfilJ;l!tli,J, 
,...,\.)- St#ee 1910 ----.. 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY Co. 

scsc Til'ed of that ugly patc.h of 
yal'd the g1·ass just won't 
gl'ow on? Beautify youl' 
pl'opel'fy with a patio Ol' 
walkway of pave1·s by Ideal. 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL 5mEr • TURNERS fAUS, MA 0137 6 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS . INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~~<fl- .. ~~ 

Complete ... 
.Ma§ogru.uuply Stop by and see QUI' complete 
f~QQ Au • nne of pwmte or bru'k"ri!l\,el!'r, 
1AAM¥\P:lf&A1Tlf PWi&B!li•iN-df..all U9PMiff~jning wall blos\i,, 
,.J.3.-l~S-CS22 .-and m:cb mo~ 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
School Cotntnittee Chooses Interitn Superintendent 

BY LISA MERKEL 
The G-M school committee 

began their May 8th meeting 
with a surprise farewell cele
bration for superintendent Sue 
Gee, who is leaving to become 
the superintendent of the 
Quabbin Regional School 
District at the end of the 
school year. Committee chair 
Mary Kociela presented Gee 
with a plaque on behalf of the 
committee, in recognition of 
Gee's contributions to the dis
trict in her four years of work 
for the Gill-Montague schools. 

Later in the evening, 
Kociela introduced interim 
superintendent candidate 
Kenneth Rocke to the commu
nity. Rocke spent some time 
sharing his experience, 
strengths, and aspirations 
regarding education adminis
tration, emphasizing the diffi
cult issues currently facing the 
Gill-Montague school district. 
The committee voted unani
mously to accept Rocke as 
interim superintendent. Rocke 
and Gee plan to work closely 
together on a smooth and pro
ductive transition. 

At the invitation for public 
participation, parent Patrick 
Pezzati spoke about the non
binding referendum calling for 
the closing of Montague 
Center Elementary, which will 

ERVING 
continued from pg 1 

Selectboard chair Andy 
Tessier said he believed it was 
important to vote on the aiticle 
that night in order to speed up 
the borrowing process, and 
because of procedures the to\.\'Il 
would have to take with the 
Depaitment of Environmental 
Protection (DEP). The proposal 
to improve conditions at the 
treatment plant was framed as 
corning paitly in response to a 
Notice of Non-compliance from 
the state DEP regarding the 
facility. 

Jacquie Boyden, assistant 
assessor, asked Tessier why the 
$6.4 million figure wasn't pre
sented to the town at an eai·lier 
date. "It's almost like we have to 
vote on it tonight, and I don't 
feel like I have enough info1ma
tion on it." 

"You're probably going to get 
all the same information tonight 
as you're going to get in 60 
days," responded Tessier. 

appear on the ballot for 
Montague's allllual town elec
tion on May 21st. 

He expressed strong con
cern about the prospect of 
closing a school he called "the 
highest testing school in 
Franklin County." With the 
approval of intra-district 
choice, Pezzati argued it is not 
wise to force the children of 
Lake Pleasant, Millers Falls, 
and Montague Center to go to 
Hillcrest or Sheffield elemen
ta1y schools, with the latter 
now on the DOE watchlist as 
an underperforming school. 
"We are hemorrhaging money 
to school choice," Pezzati 
said. 

Sheffield 5th grade teacher 
Dolllla Klaiber responded to 
Pezzati by arguing, "There is a 
$900,000 gap in the budget." 
If teachers are laid off, more 
parents will choice their chil
dren out of the distric, she 
said. Klaiber said Montague 
Center school will cost a lot in 
the next five years in capital 
improvements, and that it 
would help the budget signifi
cantly if the school were 
closed now. She reaffirmed her 
stand, "It is not the building 
that is important; it's the peo
ple in it." 

High school technology 
coach Nancy Daniel-Green 

Jeff Dubay, the one select
boai·d member who previously 
opposed the aiticle, presented a 
conflicted case to the audience. 
"One of the main problems is 
that government is sticky and 
redtmdant," he said. Prior to the 
annual town meeting, Dubay 
suggested that some of the 
upgrades included in the plans, 
such as new windows and doors 
at the plant, could be installed by 
town employees to save money. 
But his colleagues persuaded 
him othe1wise. "The longer you 
wait, the more costs ai·e going to 
go up," he told the meeting. 

The need for upgrades at the 
treatment plant is indisputable, 
by most accotmts, including 
Stanley Gmdowski 's, a member 
of the finance cormnittee. He 
said, "I personally have been 
down in the sewage plant, and it 
needs help." 

Selectboard member Linda 
Downs-Bembmy has also visit
ed the plant, on more than one 
occasion. "The last time (I visit
ed), I had the oppo1ttmity to see 

also responded to Pezzati, in 
reference to his comments 
about Sheffield being an 
underperforming school. "The 
notion of under-performance 
is based on test scores," Green 
stated. "We need to look at all 
the pieces of the puzzle." She 
emphasized one of the most 
important factors to look at 
when considering a child's 
quality of education is the 
"community that the teachers 
create for the children that 
they have for 180 days." 
Daniel-Green encouraged peo
ple to visit the schools, sit in 
on classes, and see the teach
ing going on there. Then 
"make decisions about your 
children's education for your
self." 

Under old business the 
committee discussed the ele
menta1y school configuration 
for 2007. Mike Langknecht 
proposed that Montague 
Center School expand to 
include a 4th grade next year, 
in keeping with what he called 
the preference of the commu
nity for a broad grade span, 
and to avoid the loss of any 
more students to school choice 
while the committee delays 
making a decision. Ted Castro
Santos inquired about the 
financial impact of moving the 
4th graders to Sheffield versus 

them delivering sewage ... It was 
an experience to say the least. I 
would never want to work 
there." 

Goodman also opposed the 
a1ticle that would set aside ftmds 
for the newly created position of 
Environmental Supervisor, to 
oversee procedures and compli
ance at all three wastewater 
treatment plants in town, assur
ing they meet environmental 
regulations. The position would 
pay up to $56,000 annually, with 
benefits boosting the price tag to 
a possible $72,800, according to 
Goodman. 

"This is ve1y impo1tant. If 
you have any idea of the envi
ronmental mies we have to go 
by, you'll know we need th.is 
position," Tessier said. 

The elementaiy school budg
et for fiscal year 2008 will be 
$1,925,000, to provide se1vices 
to Eiving's 186 students. This 
stm1 was not approved without 
lengthy discussion. "I th.ink th.is 
budget is so full of extracmTicu
lai· fat that it's ridiculous," said 

retaining students at Montague 
Center for 4th grade. Gee stat
ed the extension of Montague 
Center to 4th grade would not 
be a significant financial 
increase, especially since a bus 
already transports students to 
the school from other parts of 
the district. 

Kris Boyle argued that 
adding a grade would "put a 
strain on the building, a build
ing already needing improve
ments." The district is cunent
ly having trouble meeting the 
budget, and the community 
does not want the burden of 
more building expenses, she 
said. Boyle added that instead 
of spending resources on the 
Montague Center school 
building, they should be used 
to "concentrate efforts to help 
underperfonning students at 
Sheffield." Langknecht 
explained that building work 
needs to be done whether or 
not the 4th grade is housed at 
Montague Center. "A few 
more kids aren't going to 
knock it down," he said 
emphatically. 

Castro-Santos pointed out 
that if Montague Center added a 
4th grade, then students would 
have to transition to Sheffield 
for one year only, 5th grade, 
before moving the next year to 
the Iniddle school for 6th grade. 

Grndowski. The police depart
ment has level ftmded for the 
past four yeai·s, and the select
boai·d and finance cominittee 
have requested other depart
ments to operate on "bare 
bones" budgets as well, 
Grndowski said. "If you approve 
this budget, what does it say to 
all of the other depa1tments in 
town?" 

The vast majority of the 
increases in the school budget 
ai·e due to state mandated se1vic
es, countered Eric Overgaard, 
school cominittee member. 
"Basically what they ai·e, are 
SPED (special education) 
costs." The school budget 
passed. 

Other articles included the 
purchase of a new fire tiuck, 
purchase of new tmnout geai· for 
the fire department, the purchase 
of a new police crniser and reau
thorization to print and sell 
copies of the History of En;ing. 
All were approved, as the three 
and a half hour meeting drew to 
a close. 

He asked if the cominittee was 
talking about a "preamble to 5th 
grade at Montague Center too." 
Gee said that the expense would 
be greater to expand Montague 
Center to the 5th grade. 

Valeria Sinith exho1ted the 
committee to vote on the config
uration that night, to give par
ents, teachers, and students ade
quate time to plan. "I don't th.ink 
it's fair to do th.is to the children 
we're entrnsted with," Sinith 
stated. At least two new mem
bers will be added to the school 
committee following the May 
21st elections, she noted. 

While Smith expressed the 
importance of deciding right 
away, with the cunent cormnit
tee line-up, Castro-Santos cotm
tered it makes sense to him for 
the new members who will be 
responsible for continuing the 
work to have a say in the deci
sion. Other collllnittee members 
felt that although the task force 
repo1t on capital needs for the 
elementary school buildings is 
complete, final conections and 
documentation needed to be fur
nished before voting on configu
ration. 

Also on the agenda was the 
allllotmcement of a principal 
search for Gill and Montague 
Elementary Schools. The dead
line for applications is May 
18th. 

T!ilRMERSFAL.1,S 
RIVERCUL,TURE 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

for planning of a 
downtown Turners 

Falls Block Party to 
take place this sum
mer. We would like 

organizations, 
individuals and 

businesses to take 
part. Please contact 

Lisa Davol at 
riverculture@montague.net 

or call 413-230-9910 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Negus & Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments ~.fjVC 

r.:'- ;.~ People often come to see us 
because their parents 
and their grandporents did. 
We're proud tohovo 
thot kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
• Gory ond Noncy Melen 

'The perfect remembrance' 

J1 We engr'!ve 1 
memones 

j that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 
10 Mill Stree~ Greenfield, MA 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

A Flurry of Activity in the Garden 
BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - Spring 
finally arrived mid-April. 
While it was still cool and 
damp, with the river mshing 
high in its banks, the daffodil 
buds appeared and the grass 
began a hesitant transition 

Nlll'Sel"f and Garden Center 
135 Millers Falls Road, Turnets Falls 

45 Years Growing 
Experience 

200 Acres of Nursery Plants 
Garden Center & Gifts 

Container Plants 
Landscape Design 
Residential Plants 

Trees & Shrubs, Mulch 
Annuals & Perennials 

Delivery Service Available 

Beautiful 
Hanging Plants 

for Mother's Day! 
Monday to Friday 7am - 7pm 

Saturday 7am - 5:30pm 
Sunday 9am-5pm 

Tel: (413) 863-2510 
Fax: (413) 863-3079 

from yellow to green. 
The resident winter 
cardinal was sudden
ly staking out his ter
ritory, chasing off 
another pair that 
checked out the real 
estate. The titmouse 
sang of nest and part
ner, his voice three 
times bigger than 
himself. Then the 
cool days were fol
lowed by warmth and 
Sllll. 

The bulbs opened, 
yellow, white, white 
and yellow, bending 
gracefully on long 
stems. The apricot blossoms 
shone like little stars before 
the rising full moon. The 
raised beds dried out and 
warmed up; I planted out the 
leek and onion seedlings and 
set in a double row of peas. 
The red maple buds were visi
ble against the skyline, but no 
more than that. 

Then, equally suddenly, we 
stepped seamlessly from early 
spring into mid-season. The 
edges of the yard were massed 
with daffodils, the forsythia 
blossoms opened, yellow as 
the brilliant goldfinches. The 
wild honeysuckle leafed out; 
so too the lilacs, showing also 
the beginnings of the floral 
clusters to come. The white
throated sparrows breezed 
through, stayed long enough to 
try out their songs, first upside 
down, then properly up the 
scale, then left for the northern 
woods. The bloodroot came 

New LOWER PRICES EVERY DAY 

25-hp V-lwin John Deere ilorque• Power System 
• 54-inch Edge'"' Xtra Cutting System 

27-hp V-Twin, liquid-cooled EFI iTorque'"' Power System 
• 48·, 54·, or 62·inch Edge~ Xtra Cutting System options 

Get a great lawn 
for a great deal less. 

54.inch Edge" Xtra Cutting System 
• Foot-operated traction assisi 

C,JOHNDEERE 

SIRUM EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
310 Federal Street• Route 63 • Montague 

(413) 367-2481 
www JohnDeere.com 

t*Dffu onds 7/30/2007. S,bject to •Pl'tM '""' oo Jo~, 0'8re Cre4it ln111Kms11 Piao. Stm, mlri<tiou 1p1lr, oth8' ,,,cial ,.,., anl ,.,,., 

116Y •e "1llilable. so see V9UI dealer 1• ,etails 111d ,the, ,11anci111 ot11lio11s. lip (o 10 ¼ dow1 peymewl may lie raiuied. tS,vt $100 wben yeu •u, 
11yt\TO or mueJohn Oeera a11d/wFrt1tiu"' imtil.emecits. iocl11di11;had:1fS. with your new trBCIOf. JOOn Otau!' stretund rtlltw color sde11.t1. lht 
lea1in9 .teer s~Mbll, JOHN OHRE and all 11he11ralema1ks refne11eH are 1rdema1ts el Oee1e & eem,any. 
BG3BULN1002L •0018'.!639 s.vm&,ihorntliH @Eq.,al ~ Lender 

and went in the woods; the 
violets appeared in the lawn. 
Also, too, the weeds in the 
garden, the flower beds, the 
grass that clamors for mowing. 

This spectacular season, 
food for poets, is also an 
incredibly busy one for gar
deners. The tomato and pepper 
plants in the sunroom have 
outgrown their one-inch trays. 
I have spent a couple of hours 
transplanting them to hea1tier 
soil in the four-inch pots that 
will nurture them tmtil late 
May or early June, when risk 
of frost will pass and they can 
be set out into the garden. I am 
regularly feeding them with a 
mix of a tablespoon of sea
weed fertilizer to a half-gallon 
of water. I am also feeding the 
yotmg leeks and onions week
ly. 

It's time to plant carrot and 
lettuce seed. Plant a bed of car
rots and mix in radish seed if 
you enjoy them. The radishes 
will be ready in a few short 
weeks and will keep the soil 
loosened up for the canots as 
they grow. Plan on a space that 

OVERRIDE 
from pg 10 
smaller police department, a 
smaller fire department and a 
smaller school department. We 
have to face the fact that we're 
out of control." 

Gill taxpayers were pre
sented with a detailed finan
cial summary with the war
rant, which included eighteen 
articles ranging from the bud
get for general government 
and the schools to accepting a 
gift of 516 square feet land 
(where the stop sign at the 
intersection of the back road to 
Northfield Motmt Hermon is 
located on North Cross Road) 
from Ga1y Stevens. Thirteen 
of the articles were approved, 

you can set aside for the 
whole season. Carrots 
take a long time to 
mature and will be all 
the tastier if left in the 
garden until we've had a 
light frost in the fall. 
Spinach can go in now, 
although it's better start
ed in the cool damp 
days of April. Since I've 
missed that opportunity, 
I'm going to wait for 
late summer and early 
fall. But if you live in a 
more elevated area 
where spring is a little 
later, try to get in some 
spinach seed. The early 

spring crop is the best and will 
give you something green and 
tasty to harvest long before any 
of the summer crops come 
along. 

Speaking of missed oppor
tunities, believe it or not, now 
is the time to order daffodils 
for next fall's planting. 
Naturalized daffodils don't 
require specially prepared beds 
and are one of the few bulbs 
that moles and other rodents 
avoid. Plant them about six 
inches deep with a little bone 
meal and they will reward you 
for years to come with an 
expanding display of flowers 
in early spring. These beauties 
are on sale now. At Breck's 
Holland bulbs you can order 
fifty bulbs for $29.95; White 
Flower Fann will send you a 
htmdred bulbs for $58. Reserve 
your order now and they'll 
arrive in the fall in time for 
pre-frost planting. 

The rose bushes had a tough 
winter with little snow protec
tion tmtil it was too late to mat
ter. These freeze and thaw con
ditions are especially hard on 

most unanimously with little 
discussion. The remaining 
budget items will be taken up 
at the continuation of the 
meeting on Jtme 6th at 7 p m. 
The purchase of a $140,000 
single axle dump truck for the 
DPW was the most hotly 
debated article of the evening. 
Contingent on passage of a 
second override question, for 
$125,000, the voters decided 
to buy the truck outright, 
rather than finance it over sev
eral years. The remaining 
$15,000 for the truck will 
come from Chapter 90 funds, 
if the override passes. 

Along with the dump truck 
override, the $300,000 over
ride to fund the town and 

the roots. I'm afraid I will lose 
some. They are slow to leaf out 
though, so hold off on pruning 
until you are sure that you have 
all the growth you are going to 
get. Then pnme dead stems 
down to the new growth and 
remove canes that show no 
signs of life. Weed a good cir
cle around your plants. Feed 
them weekly now through the 
blooming season. If you like a 
liquid fertilizer, use it well 
diluted at first. Or you can 
sprinkle a couple of table
spoons of Epsom salts around 
the drip line of the plant and let 
Mother Nature water it in a bit 
at a time. 

Epsom salt adds magnesium 
to the soil and will increase 
flower production. Plan to 
keep the plants free of weeds 
or mulch them with dry grass 
clippings or other organic 
materials. Roses appreciate 
regular levels of moisture so 
mulching will help keep them 
both weed-free and damp. If 
you plant roses known for 
repeat blossoming, you can 
enjoy flowers from early sum
mer to fall with only a little 
tending on your part. 

Planting vegetables is satis
fying to the gardener's soul if 
not to his wallet. If you tally up 
the cost of raising your own 
produce, you won't necessarily 
find it to be cheap. However, 
because you can grow the vari
eties you choose and harvest 
them fresher than any market, 
in some ways you are ahead of 
the game. If gardening also 
provides you with a pleasur
able, restorative hobby as well, 
the value cannot be measured. 
Don't forget to also plant some 
daffodils to feed your late win
ter soul as well. 

school omnibus budget, will 
also be voted on May 21st, 
during the annual election of 
town and school officials. 
Polls are open from noon to 8 
p.m. at the fire station. 

The meeting, which began 
at six o'clock and ran for two
and-a-half hours, filled the 
town hall with over sixty citi
zens. Phillip Maddern 
presided over his last annual 
meeting as a member of the 
selectboard. He will step down 
on May 21st after serving the 
board for 15 years. 

Nancy Griswold, of Walnut 
Street is rnnning unopposed 
for the three-year selectboard 
seat being vacated by lil!III 
Maddern. 11!1 

Gill Budget Informational Forums 
Selectboard chair Ann 

Banash will host three infor
mal fonuns at the town hall to 
provide explanation on the FY 
'08 budget as presented at 
Annual Town Meeting, along 

with resultant town finances 
and the Proposition 2-1/2 ref
erendum questions that will 
appear on the Gill annual 
town election ballot, May 
21st. 

Monday, May 14th 
at 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 15th at 
10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, May 17th 
at 6:00 p.m. 
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TO THE PUBLIC'S HEAlTH 

What You Should Know about Tick-borne Disease 

BY JOAN PAJAK 
Tis the season for ticks and 

all of the annoying inconve
niences associated with them. 
Ticks can carry and transmit 
many pathogens including 
bacteria, protozoa, and virus
es. In fact, a single tick bite 
can also transmit multiple 
pathogens. In North America 
alone, ticks are known trans
mit Lyme disease, Babesiosis, 
Rocky Mountain Spotted 
Fever, Tularemia, Q Fever, 
tick paralysis, and 
Ehrlichiosis to humans. 

Despite this, most tick bites 
do not result in illness. For 

example, in the case of Lyme 
disease, even in endemic areas 
only about two to three per 
cent of all people bitten by the 
lxodes scapularis tick actually 
develop the disease. It is pos
sible, though, to get secondary 
infections or to have allergic 
reactions to proteins in tick 
saliva. 

The best way to prevent 
tick-borne diseases is to avoid 
being bitten by ticks in the 
first place. Here are some 
basic guidelines to follow to 
avoid tick-borne disease. 

Take extra precautions in 
May, June, and July, as ticks 
are most prevalent during 
these months. 

Ticks prefer wooded and 
bushy areas with high grass 
and a lot of leaf litter. These 
are areas to avoid. If you do 
enter a "tick area," walk in the 
center of the trail to avoid 
contact with overgrown grass 
and brush. 

Use appropriate insect 
repellent. Wear long pants and 
long sleeves to keep ticks off 
your skin. Light-colored 
clothing will help you spot 
ticks more easily. Tucking 
pant legs into socks or boots 
and tucking shirts into pants 
help keeps ticks on the outside 
of clothing. 

Remove ticks from your 
clothes before going indoors 
or you just may find one in 
your bed some evening. 

Perform daily "tick checks" 
after being outdoors, even in 
your own yard. Inspect all 
parts of your body carefully 
including your armpits, scalp, 
and groin. Don't forget to 
"tick check" any pets as well. 

Remove a tick from your 
skin as soon as you notice it. 
Use fine-tipped tweezers to 
firmly grasp the tick as close 
to the skin as possible. Fine
tipped tweezers a1·e best 
because there is less chance of 

THE HEAlTHY GEUER 

squeezing the body of the tick 
in the process of pulling it out. 
Pull the tick away from your 
skin using firm but steady 
pressure. Do not use petrole
um jelly, heat, or other meth
ods to remove the tick. Clean 
your skin with soap and warm 
water. 

If you've been bitten by a 
deer tick but are unsure of 
how long it's been on your 
body, then watch for any signs 
or symptoms of infection. 
Generally, in Lyme disease, 
the most common and first 
signs of infection are fatigue, 
chills, fever, headache, muscle 
and joint aches, swollen 
lymph nodes and a rash. The 
rash, occurring in approxi
mately 70-80% of infected 
people, is distinctive in that it 
is circular and gradually 
expands over a period of sev
eral days while the center of it 
clears, resulting in a bull's
eye appearance. It begins at 

the site of a tick bite within 3 
- 30 days. Most cases of Lyme 
disease can be cured with 
antibiotics, especially if treat
ment is begun early in the 
course of illness, so it is 
important to consult with your 
health ca1·e provider for prop
er testing and diagnosis. 

The good news is that to 
get Lyme disease, the deer 
tick first has to be infected 
with it, bite you, and then feed 
on your blood for approxi
mately 48 hours after securing 
itself to your skin. The proba
bility of contracting the dis
ease is real but small. Visit 
www.emedicine.com for more 
information on ticks and tick
borne disease or stop by the 
town hall and pick up a tick 
ID card from the board of 
health office. 

Joan Pajak is the public 
health nurse for the town of 
Montague. 

C-Reactive Protein Explained 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. The report 
on the blood tests for my 
annual physical included "C
Reactive Protein, Cardiac. 11 

What is this? 
C-reactive protein (CRP) is 

made by the liver. Elevated 
CRP in your blood indicates 
you have inflammation or a 
bacterial infection. CRP levels 
do not always change with a 
viral infection. 

risk for 
heart prob
lems. It 
measures 
C R p 
between 0.5 
and 10 
mg/L. The 
results of 
this test 
were what 
you saw on 
the report of 
your blood 
evaluation. 

who've had a 
heart attack. 

Are 
linked to 
lower sur-
vival rates of 
heart-attack 
victims. 

May 
increase the 
risk that an 
artery will 
reclose after 
it's been 

in the plaques on blood-ves
sel walls. Inflammation may 
damage the plaques, allowing 
tiny portions to break off into 
the bloodstream. These small 
fragments can lodge in small 
blood vessels in the heart or 
brain, causing a heart attack 
or stroke. 

The CRP in a healthy per
son is usually less than 10 
milligrams per liter (mg/L). 
Most infections and inflam
mations produce CRP levels 
more than 100 mg/L. 

M o s t 
studies show 

JESSICA HARl\fON ll,LUSTRATION 
opened by 
balloon 

The CRP test is ordered 
when inflammation is risky, 
such as after surgery. 
Because CRP levels drop 
when inflammation abates, 
the test is ordered to deter
mine whether treatment of an 
inflammatory disease is 
working. 

CRP is a general test that 
may indicate a variety of ail
ments including rheumatoid 
a1thritis, pneumonia, cancer, 
tuberculosis, appendicitis, 
bacterial meningitis, inflam
matory bowel disease and uri
nary tract infection. The test is 
used to monitor patients. CRP 
tests don't diagnose a specific 
disease; they warn that more 
testing may be required. 

There is a high-sensitivity 
version of the CRP test (hs
CRP) that is used to assess the 

that heart-attack risk rises 
with hs-CRP levels. If the 
level is lower than 1.0 mg/L, 
the risk is low. There's an 
average risk for between 1.0 
and 3.0 mg/L. A level higher 
than 3.0 mg/L, indicates a 
high risk. 

Some studies have found 
that, if your hs-CRP level is in 
the upper third, your risk is 
twice that of someone whose 
level is in the lower third. 

High levels of hs-CRP: 
• Consistently predict new 

coronary events in patients 

angioplasty. 
• Seem to predict recurrent 

events in patients with 
peripheral arterial disease. 

However, the connection 
between high CRP levels and 
heart-attack risk is not com
pletely understood. 

There is evidence that sug
gests inflammation is 
involved in atherosclerosis -
hardening of the arteries. It's 
possible that an infection 
might cause atherosclerosis. 

There's a theory that 
infla1mnation contributes to 
heart disease by working with 
cholesterol that is deposited 

In addition, CRP tests are 
used to monitor the healing of 
wounds, organ transplants 
and burns. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. 

SUPER OEAiS UN CDs 
, , / OVOs 

iPs 
mPES 
WDEOS 

NOITT~AM~ON. filN[. ~RArrmo~o. ~lHAM~ON -l~~Nlrnr.~OM 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Locally ow~ed since 1941 

Full service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413·773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

cfokh!A§~ 
S6 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKF.R 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

PLOMf l'RAU 
eoMf•MfOIV 

IITALAHC 

(4ll) 834-7569 
a.M-ours MIO IINIU 

We help you sort throogh or haul away unwanted stuff in your 

attic, basement. garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XXXII 
Helen and Hard Times 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - I was always glad to see 
Helen when she came to visit. 
When I was younger, she read 
me the fannies. While I could 
figure out Herny, because there 
was no writing, I really needed 
someone to read me my 
favorite, the Captain and the 
Kids, the strip of the two 
Katzenjammer Kids who got 

into all kinds of trouble and 
invariably were spanked by the 
Captain. 

I could readily identify with 
those two boys. The comic strip 
was supposed to be ftmny, but I 
always felt sony for them and 
saw nothing to laugh at. My 
mother said I was as naughty as 
they were. My father also said I 
was bad - not bad enough to be 

Rte. 63 Roadhouse 
proudly presents 

Friday, May 18th • YARN 
9:30 PM• Cover $4 gents; ladies no cover 

Yam's organic blend of alt-country 
music has the warmth of old vinyl. 
This newly formed Brooklyn based 

band has used their so~ting, 
guitars, mandolins, and shining vocal 

harmonies to capnue a passionate 
following throughout the East 

Coast. Theyve been compared to 
Neil Young, Gram Parsons and 

Johnny Cash. 

BORDEAUX WHINE 
THE BOOK 
NOW ON SALE 

RAVE REVIEWS! 
at Equi's, Exxon (3rd & L), Wendell Country Store & more 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&, rAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

FOR SALE - High-quality legal 
size 5-drawer file cabinets. 
Finest domestic manufacture; 
unbeatable price: $150. Call 
Just Things: (413) 498-5043. 

CARPENTRY - NO JOB TOO 
SMALL - General carpentry 
and home repairs. Custom 
shelves a specialty. Call David, 
863-9296. 

HELP WANTED - RiverCulture 
project looking to contract 
graphic designer to create 
project print materials Please 
call Lisa 413.230.9910 or email 
riverculture@montague.net or 
send samples by May 9th to: 

Lisa Davol, Turners Falls 
RiverCulture, One Ave. A, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. 
www.tumersfallsriverculture.org 
for RiverCulture background 
info. 

FREE TO GOOD HOME-Two 
heavy wooden two-sided 
bookcases 74Hx74Lx21W with 
adjustable shelves. You haul. 
773-5710. 

TUTOR AVAILABLE 
Emphasis on reading, writing 
and verbal skills. Steady clients 
only. Must be motivated. (413) 
863-5149. 

labeled a black sheep, he said, 
but bad enough to qualify for a 
grey sheep label. 

Pa was right; I was always in 
trouble for something, real or 
imagined. His policy was to hit 
first, investigate later. 
Sometimes, ptmishment was a 
sharp word or a slap. Other 
times it was a lot worse. Often, I 
had no idea why I was being 
thrashed and would get hit again 
for 'talking back' if I asked. 

"Who else but the Joe would 

do such a thing?" he'd say when 
he found something amiss. 
Sometimes my sisters were hit, 
too. Ma used her hand. What I 
hated most was getting slapped 
in the face. But Pa often used 
his belt, instead. He'd U11buckle 
it in a flash, pulling it off and 
whacking, all in one motion, as 
swiftly and painfol as a striking 
snake. Then Pa found a better 
way. He'd bought a new double 
razor strap for sharpening his 
straight razor. Driving a nail in 

the kitchen wall, he htmg the old 
single strap where it'd be handy, 
he said. "There'd be no 
misbehaving, now." 

This was the era of the sage 
expression, "Spare the rod and 
spoil the child." And no one 
could accuse Pa of that. 

"I won't have you kids 
growing up a disgrace. You are 
going to learn to behave. And if 
you don't, I'll beat you like an 
animal lllltil you do." 

- Continued next week 

Golt Tournament & Montague Mile Saturdav 
BYSTACEYLANGKNECHT 
TURNERS FALLS - Don't 
forget to mark your calendar to 
be at the Jack Bassett Golf 
Tournament and Montague Mile 
this Saturday May 12th at 
Thomas Memorial Golf Club!! 
Golf tee off is at 8 a.m and the 

Montague Mile begins at 10 a.m. 
at Turners Falls High School 
Track. There has been a change 
in tin1e for the kids' activities, 
games, raffles, and bake sale: 
they'll start at 10:30 at the golf 
club and go on into the afternoon. 
Also Mr. C and his band, Sollllds 

Unlimited, will be there, 
providing entertainment, so don't 
miss it! 

We hope to see lots of folks 
there to Suppo1t Our Schools! 
For questions, please call Stacey 
at 367-9408 or Bob at 863-9502. 

Bat Explorel at the Great Falls Discoverv center 
Thursday, May 17, 7 pm Bat 
Explort>! Leam about and try to 
Detect Bats! 

Program led by naturalist John 
Foster will include a slideshow on 
the natural history of New 
England bats, and a field po1tion 
in which participants use bat 
detectors to locate bats along the 
canal. Program cosponsored by 

Silvio 0. Conte NFWR, 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conse1vation and Recreation, and 
the Friends of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. This program is 
suppo1ted in part by a grant from 
the Montague Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
CoU11cil, a state agency. John 

Foster is an expert on the 
impo1tance of local culture and 
the lore in relation to species 
protection and conservation. 
Please visit his website at 
http://www.nentc.com Held at the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center, 2 
Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 
Accessible facilities. For more 
info1rnation, call 413-863-3221. 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE • Town of Wendell Planning Board 
In accordance with the provisions 

of Chapter 40A Section 5 and 
Section 9 of M. G.L.. the Wendell 
Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on May 15, 2007 at 7 p.m. in 
the Town Offices at Morse Village 
Road to consider changes to the 
Wendell Zoning Bylaws described in 
the details below. Proposed changes 
to the Zoning Bylaws include 
revisions to: 

(1) Article Ill (Definitions) change 
definition of 'Dwelling, Secondary' 
from 600 sq ft to 800 sq ft; 

(2) Article VI (Special Permits 
and Site Plans), Section F, 8. delete 
in its entirety to ensure extension of 
Secondary Dwelling provisions 
beyond June 7, 2007; 

(3) Article VI (Special Permits 
and Site Plans), Section J, 2. delete 
in its entirety to ensure extension of 
Secondary Dwelling provisions 
beyond June 7, 2007; 

(4) Article Ill (Definitions), and 
Article V (Lot density and 
Dimension), Section A, 6. and Article 
VI (Secondary Dwelling), Sections F, 
1. and Section J, to keep the 
language allowing secondary 
dwellings consistent with the above 
proposed changes; 

(5) Article Ill (Definitions) add 
'Common Driveway' definition 

(6) Article V (Density and 
Dimensions) change title to 'Access, 
Density, and Dimensional 
Regulations' and Section C, 

Common Driveway Access; 
(7) Article VI. (Special Permits, 

Use Regulation and Site Plan 
Review), Section D Special Permit 
and Site Plan Review Procedure: 
site plan appeals to be described 
and will be identical to special 
permit appeals so appeals of site 
plan decisions no longer go before 
the Zoning Board of Appeals and 
instead go to the District or Superior 
Court. 

The proposed text of the bylaw 
changes under consideration are 
posted outside the Town Offices for 
review and are available from the 
Town Coordinator and the Town 
Library during their regular business 
hours. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• Farrn Fresh Eggs 
• Whole Ro~sting Chickens 

• Pot Pie5 
• Hornema<le Soups 
• Desserts 
Pt'Oc\uct5 V;ity Weekly , .. 

Farm Stare Open Every Day 
7 a.m. ta 5 p.m. 

Mormon HoUow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
!52AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Twners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Sm.okin' H~ppo 
.11 Family Restaurant and Ba.roecue 

20 French King Highway 
Erving, MA 01344-4444 

Phone: (413) 423-3220 

More Than Just Great Barbecue! 
~ Full Regular Menu & Liquor Lict>nse 

Now Servfng Our Award-Winning Clam Chowder! 

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 11:30-9 • Sunday 12-8 
J,ocal Photographs and Hippo Paintings also available 

Richard Mascavage 
Owner 

(413) 863-4246 
Open 7 Days A Week 

Pipione's 
Fishing - Hunting -Athletic - SPORT SHOP 
Live Bait - Paintball Supplies 
CO, Fills - T-Shirt, Uniform & Cap Printing 

101 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376 

ARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

~ 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pztnc.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

FRIDAY, MAY 11TH 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Radicals-covers 
from Dylan to Zeppelin. Come 
to dancel 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Radio 
Free Earth Acoustic Duo. 9 to 
11 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
MAY 11TH & 12TH 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial 
Hall Theater, Shelburne Falls 
presents An American In Paris. 
730 p.m 

SATURDAY, MAY 19TH 
Gill School Carnival at Gill 
Elementary School, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Pony rides, plant 
sale, dunking booth, famous 
firemen's fries, bake sale 
and morel 

Concert at The Bookmill, 
Montague Center: David 
Jacobs-strain, Acclaimed 
guitarist plays roots and 
blues on the edge. 8 p.m. 
$10/$12. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
MAY 11TH TO 13TH 
Ja'Duke Center for the 
Performing Arts presents 
Suessical the Musical Friday 

YARN, a quintet that takes a tttm toward 
rootsy territories with a b/.uegrass-influenced, 

harmony-laden sound. Performs at Rt. 63 
Roadhouse on Friday, May 18th, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mawwal 
-World Music. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Route. 63 Roadhouse, 
Millers Falls: Tum it Loose -
rock & roll, come to dance! 
9:30 p.m. 

and Saturday at 7 p.m and 
Sunday at 2 p m at the Shea 
Theater, T umers Falls. Suessical the 
Musical boasts a cast of 250 per
formers in a program of entertaining 
dancing, singing and acting that will 
leave you wanting more. Directed by 
Nick Waynelovich with choreography 
by Kimberly Waynelovich and pro
duced by Lisa McCarthy. Tickets are 
$12 for adults and $10 12/under and 
65/over. Reserve tickets by calling 
the Shea Theatre at 413-863-2281 
Ext. 2. Tickets are also available at 
the World Eye Bookshop, Greenfield. 

SATURDAY, MAY 12TH 
Downtown Turners Falls Spring 
Clean-up, 9 a.m. to noon. Meet at 
The Discovery Center. 

Open mic at Cup O' Joe, Turners 
Falls. Sign-ups start at 6:30 p.m. and 
usually last til 10 p.m 

CD release party at The Pushkin. 
Veteran Valley performers Pat & Tex 
LaMountain celebrate the release of 
their sixth recording over the span of 
three decades. Concert and dance 
featuring Tex on acoustic guitar and 
Pat playing rhythm guitar, with other 
area musicians. Sliding scale 
entrance fee of $6 -10 at the door. 
CDs available. 8 p.m. 

benefit for T raprock Peace Center, 
hosted by the Woolman Hill Conference 
Center, Deerfield. Seats for $12 at the 
door. www.TraprockPeace.org for more 
info. 3p.m. 

MONDAY, MAY 14TH 
FREE public screening of Enjoy the 
Ride in the Connecticut River Valley 
at the Academy of Music Theatre, 
Northampton. The film features local 
cyclists from Franklin, Hampshire 
and Hampden Counties who tell their 
story of how, when, and why they 
choose to bicycle instead of drive. A 
Q&A to follow. 5:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 17TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Dave Robinson & 
Tommy Filault, blues, 8 to 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 18TH 
Concert at The Bookmill, Montague 
Center: The Two Man Gentleman 
Band, NYC duo swings Vaudeville, 
ragtime & jazz. 8 p.m. $10/$12. 

Pioneer Valley Cappella: JS. Bach, 
His Forebears, Family and 
Followers. Geoffrey Hudson con
ducts this choir. 730 p.m at Amherst 
Unitarian Society, suggested dona
tion: $12 general, $6 students/sen
iors. Info: users.crocker.com/-unitar 

Echo Lake Coffee House presents 
Erica Wheeler. Town Hall, Leverett. 
Refreshments for sale. Doors open 
at 7 p.m. concert 7:30 p.m $10/$8. 

Annie Patterson & Eduardo Reyes in 
concert at Mt. Toby Friends Meeting, 
Leverett. Annie (co-creator of Rise 
Up Singing) performs contemporary 
& traditional folk songs from 
Appalachia & the British Isles. 
Eduardo performs Latin American 
folk songs & Brazilian jazz with 
vocals and classical guitar. Benefit 
for Quaker Blivia Link, donation 
requested. 6 p.m. potluck, 7:30 p.m. 
concert. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
MAY 18TH & 19TH 
"Valley Idol" is backl Karaoke singing 
competition, $1000 for grand prize 
winner, cash prizes for runners-up. At 
the Shea Theater, Turners Falls (May 
18, 19, 26 and June 2). Proceeds 
benefit the Shea. Auditions Friday, 
May 18th, 6 p.m. for the first 100 
applicants only. $35 registration fee. 
Must be at least 18 years old. Prepare 
a 90-second musical selection. First 
night cut will be to 25 singers. 
www.theshea.org for info or call 863-
2281. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
MAY 19TH & 20TH 

Turners Falls Open Studio and 
Downtown Walking Tour - a tri-annu
al extravaganza! Tour artists' studios, 
museums, and scrumptious eateries. 
For more information call Karen at 
863-9576 or Eileen at 863-9499. 

THURSDAY, MAY 24TH 
Film screening and discussion. 
Unnatural Selection, an award-win
ning film that shows the impact of 
genetically engineered crops and 
animals. Held at Equity Trust, 177 
Ave A, Turners Falls. Free, 60 min. 
film, discussion to follow. Guest 
speakers Ben Grosscup and Jack 
Kittredge, NOFNMass. 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 25TH 
Concert at The Bookmill, Montague 
Center: The Lonesome Brothers, the 
Valley's favorite brothers rock the mill 
with danceable alt-country full of 
swagger and pathos 8 pm. $10/$12. 

SATURDA~MAY26TH 
Coffee & Soul concert with Jim Scott, 
at All Souls Church, Greenfield. Dan 
Tinen, Ferne Bork and Bruce Kahn 
trio will open. Admission $10 at the 
door, 7:30 p.m 

TUESDAY, MAY 29TH 
Common People Concerts on the 
Gill common. Metro Sax Quartet
eclectic class from the Boston area. 
7 p.m., free. Sponsored by the Gill 
Cultural Council. For more info con
tact Steve at 
damon s_ of_gi I l@ya hoo. com. 
Concerts continue each Tuesday 
through August. 

THROUGH JUNE 17TH 
Exhibit: John Willis' and Tom Young's 
"Recycled Realities and Other 
Stories·. Haunting and surreal series 
of black and white images at Erving 
Paper Mill. Also images from 'View 
from the Rez" and "Timeline·. 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, T umers Falls. Thursday 
to Sunday 1-5 p.m. 863--0009. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
JUNE 1ST & 2ND 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall 
Theater, Shelburne Falls presents 
Ball of Fire. 7:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9TH 
The Second Annual Goddess 
Festival at The Art Bridge, Shelburne 
Falls from noon until 9 p.m. Features 
many local and regional musicians, 
belly dancers, fire twirlers, craft ven
dors, a silent auction and loads of 
kids activities. 

THEATRE WORKSHOPS 
At the Shea throughout the summer. 
Contact the Shea at 863-2281 or visit 
www.theshea.org. 
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J,lemonal Hall n,eater 

POlH□lE RCTIJRES 
Friday, May 11th & 12th 7:30 p.m. 
lavish, joyous Gershwin musical 

An American In Paris 
Gene Kelly dazzles as ex-GI tom between 

Leslie Caron and Nila Foch in this inagina
tive, original film of astonishing rrusic and 
breathtaking cooreogra~y Directed by 

Vincente Minnelli, 1951, NR, 115 min., cob'. 
Music before movie 7 p.m. 

Fri. Abdul Saki & family 
Sat. Prism Ensemble-avante classical 
51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

e 
GREENFIELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes tor 

Fri., May 11th-Thrs., May 17th 

Contact Famouse Bill's for a 
Dinner & l\fo,ie Deal 

Shrek The ThiJ•d Tickets On Sale Now! 

1. GEORGIA RULE R 
DAILY 6:40 9:30 
MAT FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
2. SPIDER-l\1AN 3 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 in DTS sound 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
3. FRACTURE R 
DAILY 6:40 9:30 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
4.HOTFUZZ R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEEFRLSAT,SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. DISTURBIA PG13 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. SPIDER-l\1AN 3 PG13 
DAILY 6:00 9:00 in DTS sound 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
7. 28 WEEKS LATER R 
DAILY 7:00 9:20 in DTS sound 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 

Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

Friday 5/11 
Acoustic Duo--Radio Free Earlh 

Saturday 5/12 
Acoustic Originals 

Richard & Hilar)!_ Chase 
Friday 5/18 

Joonny Cash Covers---Jas-h Levangi.e 
Saturday 5/19 

World Music~Maw1val 
Music 9 - 11 p.m. Weekends 

NO COVER ANY NIGHT! 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Count,y Store 

Concert at The Bookmill, Montague 
Center Electric Junkyard Game/an, 
original rhythm-driven music on 
invented instruments. 8 p.m. Food 
and drink available at the Lady 
Killigrew Pub and Cafe. $10/$12. 

Route. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
.. YARN - warmth of old vinyl, the 
soul of Gram Parsons, alt. country, 
bluegrass, folk rock from Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 930 p.m 

Upcoming at the Discoverv Center 
Open Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p m. (413) 863-3221 Groups by special arrangement. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie, 
Johnny Cash covers. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Summer Hours Begin May 201/t Tuesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard & Hilary 
Chase, acoustic originals. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Route. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Love Bomb - rock. Come to dancel 
9:30 p.m 

SUNDAY, MAY 13TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Adam Bergeron, 
classical piano. 7 to 9 p.m. 

Ill §PH UHi CHIii 
MONDAYS -Dr~n. 3 -6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p.m 

THURS -Drop-in, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

Free {t:>«ept some trips), upen Jo local 
teens. Some require permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 

FRIDAY, MAY 11 TH 
Build-A-Bird: Leam about the 
anatomy of a bird & bird adapta-
tions. Geared for young children 
and will include a crafa. 10:30 
a.m. 
SATURDAY, MAY 12TH 
Crabapple Blossom Festival: A 
Sense of Wonder spring program, 
1 to 2 pm. 
Also Linda Hickman leads an 
Historical Downtown Walking 
Tour beginning 2 p m. at the 
Discovery Center. 
THURSDAY, MAY 17TH 

Bat Explore: Leam about & try to musician and artist in Westem 
Detect Live Bats! Led by natural- Massachusetts for over 20 years. 
ist John Foster; includes He has produced an extensive 
slideshow on the natural history body of photographs encompass-
of New England bats. John Foster ing the Pioneer Valley. 
is an expert. on the importance of WEDNESDAY, MAY 30TH 
local culture and the lore in rela- Save the evening! Great Falls 
tion to species protection and Coffee House, 7 p m. Entertainer 
conservation. Please visit TBA. 
W\¥W nentc.com. 7 pm. to 8:30 SATURDAY, JUNE 2ND 
pm. Annual Family Fish Day! Free 
THROUGH :MAY 30TH fishing day with fly-tying and 
Nature Photography by JD spin cast demonstrations, and raf-
Keating on display in the Great fie for fishing poles and tackle 
Hall. JD Keating has lived as a boxes. 10 to 2 pm. 

Folk musicians and singers Cindy 
Kallet and Grey Larsen, two of the most 
original contributors to American con
temporary folk and world music, and 
Annie Hassett with a big heart and a 
tremendous repertoire will perform a 24 Titird Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 Great Falls Discovery Center - 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls - www.greatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs, or custom made 
• Built-in page editor, do it yourself! 
• Messages, calendars, downloads 
• Private customer areas wl login 
• Multiple "group• areas for users 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

The Diemand Cutter 
Hairstyling Family Salon 
Lin Diemand, Stylist 

114 Mormon Hollow Rd. 
Millers Falls 

978-544-3045 
for appointment 

• Quilting Supplies • Panerns • Calicos • Notions 

CASH & CHECKS ONLY 
on,•Siu. 9•5:20, Fri. ti1 8:20 • Clo5cd Mon. • June, July, August -

Power Square 

0 • Greenfield 
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Wilbtlowers 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
RIVERSIDE - On Sahirday, May 5th, a slightly cool May mom
ing, Northfield Mountain's environmental program coordinator 
Beth Bazler met parents and children at Barton Cove for a self
guided nahlfe walk, to see what wildflowers were out. "Hepatica is 
really prolific," she said, directing us to wooded banks where the 
white, blue or purple flowers could be found. 

Hepatica, sometimes called live1wo1t, is characterized by three
lobed liver-shaped basal leaves. It was once widely cultivated as a 
medicinal herb; its name means: 'of the liver.' And indeed, we did 
come upon some good examples of this plant along the paths that 
line the Ba1ton Cove peninsula. 

Looking down from the wooden deck that juts out above a rocky 
spit of ledge, different colors caught the eye: the royal red and yel
low of wild columbine, which grows in that spot in profusion. It's 
a festive wildflower, the blossoms recall the motley hat of a comt 
jester. But the Latin genus name, Aquilegia, refers to eagles, 
because the five upended points on each pendant blossom resemble 
eagles' spurs. Just across the cove, the genus's namesake nests on 
Eagle Island, in sight from the same lookout. 
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The humble but beautiful bluet grew in clusters here and there, 
cheering the scene as it does many a homeowner's lawn this time 
of year. As the handout Bazler provided states, "Bluets have two 
types of flowers - one has sho1t stamens and long pistils and the 
other has short pistils and long stamens. Bluets grow in patches that 
contain only one style of flower. They must cross-pollinate with 
flowers from a patch of the opposite style." Who knew? 

Beth Baz!er of Northfield Mountain works with Chloe and Maya Castro-Santos on carving rubber blocks 
far ink stamps at the Barton Cove wildflower walk on Saturday, l14.ay 5th. Chloe's work, 

a representation of a daisy, appears on page one. 

There were a few other wildflowers blooming in the chilly river 
breeze. Bloodroot was found along a south facing bank. A single 
wild strawbeny in bloom was noted. Also broom-like clumps of 
feathery white flowers with yellow centers; what were these? 
Bazler abandoned her post at an entrance picnic table long enough 
to hike down a dangerous bank with a field guide in one hand. She 
eyed the plant carefully, detennined how many and what type of 
leaves it had, consulted her guide, and detennined it must be a kind 
of saxifrage. The name means stone-breaker in Latin, and indeed 
the feathe1y thing seemed to be growing almost directly out of 
rocky ledge. 

The throttle of engines announced the overflight of planes from 
the airpo1t across the river while anglers cast along the cove. The 
placid beauty of the spot was broken by frequent litter, including a 
trail of Busch beer cans leading down to a waterlogged cardboard 
30-pack floating in an inlet. Still, the advenhlrous sound of chil
dren's voices could be heard leading their parents on a meny chase 
through the woods, over wooden stairs and bridges that look as if 
they might harbor trolls beneath, as families looked for ancient 
dinosam prints and wild spring blossoms in the pine woods. 

Specimens of 1vildjlmvers in bkJom at Barton Cove: 
Saxifrage (le.ft) and a lone wild strawberry (right) 

AFTER A FALSE n'ART, SPRING 
BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER - It 
came. After a false start or 
two, spring burst forth. The 
hundred ring-necked ducks 
that have found Migratory 
Way by the canal a fine 
source of food and afternoon 
sun have left for points north. 
The mallard drakes on the 
pond are no longer showing 
off with wing flapping and 
fancy dipping and sailing to 
gain the favor of their more 
or less attentive little brown 
counterparts. No one has told 
the girls of the time and effort 
it takes to properly bring up 
ducklings, and they are off 

sitting on eggs in hidden 
nests. Now the resident drake 
and a couple of buddies hang 
out together, everybody dip
ping together, red feet and 
white bottoms to the sky, and 
lunch the issue at hand. 
Perhaps Emily, the mother 
mallard who for several years 
gave diving and flying 
lessons to her ducklings by 
the Breakfast Club, will 
appear in proper time. 

Finally, color is appearing. 
The weeping willow is 
drooping green branches to 
the ground, the shadbush 
have blossomed white at the 
pond's edge, too briefly. The 

Asparagus on the way 

grass, syringa, and skunk 
cabbage are bright, and the 
daffodils, narcissus and the 
flowering quince are putting 
on an exceptionally lovely 
ode to May. In town, where 
the winds do not sweep so 
briskly, the fruit trees and 

magnolia are handsome. 
Almost eve1y year, spring 

seems late, to my mind. 
Every March it creeps up 
from the South, incremental
ly, much as migrating birds 
like snow geese move up 
along the Atlantic shore. In 
years past, we went south on 
my spring vacation to 
Assateague and other bird 
refuges that assure the travel
ers of safe havens on their 
trip north. And we dragged 
spring back north with us, 
once in a big spring snow
storm. So a late spring, now 
and again, is in the cards. 

Asparagus by May 1st is a 

hope not realized this year. 
Cutting-size rhubarb by 
Mothers Day, a wish not to be 
fulfilled. A little more 
warmth for the May Day fes
tival in Montague Center 
would have been appreciated 
by lightly-clad folks last 
Sunday, but the bright sun 
and happy spirits erased the 
bit of chill, and the Morris 
Dancers probably preferred 
the cool moming. 

Every day now, new plants 
and trees leaf out. And the 
handsome red cardinal that 
just settled in the newly green 
willow shows that colorful 
spring is here. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

DOLAN & D01::1\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUE A 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRS~~Hl mJ~R~, WlllS ~ fSlHlfS, W~RHfR'S mmP 

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating 
& Paving, Inc. 
Bryan Barlow, CE • ...» 

Demolition 
Seal Coating 
Treework P.O. Box 386 
Construction Services 4 Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Septic Systems 413-772-2155 
Paving Cell Phone: 
Snow Plowing, Sanding 413-775-3376 

Fretted Instrument Workshop r.f 
49 So. Pleasant St.,Amherst,Mass. 01002 Iii 
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