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New Bakery Opens in 
Turners Falls 

Can Montague Afford 
Curbside Recycling? 

KATHY LITCHFIELD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Sometimes two heads -­
or bakers in this case -­
are better than one. Such 
seems to be the case for 
the two Pattys of "Patty 
Cake Patty Cake," a new 
bake1y that opened its 
doors yesterday at 104 
4th Street. 

Patricia McClelland of 
Montague, fonner owner 
of Blue Skies, the bake1y 
and cafe that operated in 
the same location four 
years ago, and Patrice 
Young, of Turners Falls, 
agreed to join forces last 
summer to offer a wide 
affay of delectable cakes, 
pies, whoopee pies, 
muffins, scones, cup­
cakes, coffee cakes, wed­
ding cakes, fine desserts 
and much more - all 
homemade from scratch 
with loving care - at 95 
Main Street in Northfield. 

Now, just three months 
after opening there, they 
are spending their days 
closer to home, beating 
batter and whipping frost­
ings into a fluny in the 
space most recently occu­
pied by the bellybowl 
restaurant. 

Homemade wedding 

VILLAGE CO-OP 
TO CONSIDER 
LEASING DELI 
AND BAKERY 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MOORE'S CORNER -
The Leverett Village Coop is 
locally renowned as the one 
stop shop for natural foods, 
tobacco, beer, wine, tofu, 
granola, and the best baked 
goods for miles arotmd. On 
Sanu·day, Mai·ch 10th, the 
provenance of those baked 
goods, a 400-square-foot 
kitchen \vith a quadmple gas 
oven, is up for discussion by 
the member owners of the 
cooperative to see whether 
the deli-bake1y will continue 
to be nm in-house as a coop 

see COOP pg 15 

cakes are McClelland's 
and Young's specialty. 
Decorating cakes is a skill 
Young perfected follow­
ing several years in the 
bakeries of Big Y 
Supe1markets in No1th­
ampton and Greenfield; 
while McClelland gradu­
ated from the Cambridge 
Culina1y School in 
Boston in 1998 and ran 
the fo1mer Blue Skies for 
four years out of her 
home and then at 104 4th 
Street for another year 
and a half. 

Patty Cake Patty 
Cake's custom-decorated 
occasion cakes will se1ve 
anywhere from eight to 
100 people in va1ying 
shapes and sizes as well 
as a variety of flavors 
including chocolate, 
vanilla, white chocolate, 
marble, yellow butter, 
spice, canot and lemon. 
Frosting flavors are siini­
larly diverse: vanilla, 
chocolate, white choco­
late, cream cheese, mocha 
and lemon; and the fill­
ings include cream 
cheese, raspbeny, lemon, 
mocha, Bavarian and 
strawbeny. Specialty 
occasion cakes include a 
chocolate fudge ganache, 

a tmtle cheesecake and 
chocolate, banana and 
coconut creme pies. They 
also feature "sweet tradi­
tional buttercream" frost­
ing made with butter, 
powdered sugar, vanilla 

PATTY CAKE pg 16 

BY KEVIN FOLEY & 
DAVID DETMOLD -
The finance collllnittee 
held a hearing on the costs 
and benefits of continuing 
the tovm's curbside recy­
cling program on 
Wednesday, March 7th. 

Ben Garber plays Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors. 
Pictured right, the insatiable Audrey. 

TURNERS FALLS HIGH SCHOOL & 
GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 

PRESENT 

Little Shop of Horrors 
directed by Melissa Urey 

Ai the T untm "Falls High School Theater 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9th AT 7:30 
SATURDAY, MARCH 10th AT 7:30 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11th AT 1:30 

Ticket Prices: $8.00 Adults $7.00 Students/Seniors 
For Tickets call 863-7218 

Stories from the Trail: 

DPW superintendent Tom 
Bergeron explained the 
program costs the town at 
least $47,000 a year, not 
counting labor for the two 
tmck drivers who pick up 
recyclables for residents 
and businesses three days a 
week. That figure takes 
into account the approxi­
mately $20,000 the town 
gets back from Materials 
Recycling Facility in 
Springfield for bringing 
their marketable recy­
clables there. 

Bergeron said the pro­
gram's cost escalates due 
to ongoing maintenance to 
the recycling tmcks' 
brakes, eve1y three to six 
months, which totals at 
least $10,000 a year. He 
said the town has to pur­
chase a new recycling 
tmck eve1y seven years, 
and the new ones will have 
to meet California e1nis­
sion standards, adding 
$10,000 to their price tag. 
The best price he could 
find recently for a new 
recycling tmck was 
$148,000. 

Selectboard member 
Pat Allen asked Bergeron 
to estimate the labor costs 
to his depa1tment for dri­
ving the recycling routes. 

Bergeron said $40,000 -
$45,000 would be a fair 
estimate of that cost, but 
said his depaitment was 
presently sho1t-staffed, ai1d 
if the recycling prograin 
were cut he would re­
deploy those workers, 
rather than cut their posi­
tions. 

Franklin Cotmty Solid 
Waste Management 
District director Jan 
Ameen said Montague and 
Greenfield were the only 
two towns in the cotmty 
that still provide curbside 
recycling pick-up for their 
residents. Gill, Erving and 
Stmderland contract with a 
private company to pro­
vide curbside recycling 
se1vices. The smaller 
towns maintaiI1 transfer 
stations for residents to 
drop off their recyclables. 

Montague maintains a 
transfer station as well, in 
back of Judd Wire off 
Turnpike Road, open 
Wednesdays and Satur­
days, where residents ai1d 
businesses can bring bulky 
items and recyclables. If 
curbside pickup were dis­
continued, Bergeron said 
he would be able to afford 

see RECYCLE pg 14 

ADAFTIVE. WINTER RE.CREATION TRANSFORMS LNE.S FOR FE.OFLE. WITH DISMILITIE.S 

RIVERROAD 
TRESPASSING 
PROMPTS 
SELECTBOARD 
POWWOW 

MARCY MARCHELLO 
WENDELL - Many people in 
Franklin Cotmty are familiai· with 
Wendell State Forest as a locally 
popular place to gain access to 
trails and hike or ski or snowmo­
bile for miles. Few people, how­
ever, ai·e aware of the ongoing use 
of this relatively remote forest to 
se1ve people with disabilities in 
adaptive winter recreation activi­
ties. As a program coordinator for 
universally accessible recreation 
in Massachusetts state forests and 
parks, I recently spent the day at 
Wendell State Forest during a 
winter program. It was a day I will 
never forget, full of stories that 
beg to be shared. 

My first outing of the day 

began with Ginny. She needed a 
companion for cross cmmtly ski­
ing. Usually when I come to pro­
grams it is to monitor manage­
ment or logistical aspects. Today, 

though, I had made it known that 
I was interested in checking out 
the Pine Tree Trail, a new trail 
popular with program partici-

see 1RAIL pg 10 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - Peter Melnick and 
Donald Patterson, who 
along with their part11er Jay 
Savage fa1m 150 acres at the 
intersection of River Road 
and Pisgah Mountain Road, 
are fed up with uninvited 
varmints wreaking havoc 
with their potato, pepper, 
cucumber and com fields. 
On Monday, Mai·ch 5th they 
came to the selectboard for 
help. It's not raccoons they 
are talking about invading 
their fields, leaving ti·acks 

see GILL pg 14 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
A Star is Born 

Madonna 
Madonna is a six-year-old 

female sho1t hair cat in need of a 
good home. Tiris pearly grey beau­
ty pturs before you even get the 
word "Hello" out. She seems like 
a really happy cat. Apparently 
Madom1a will get really devoted to 
one person, and that's the only 
species she's fond of; the others 
you can forget about. Madonna is 
playfol and curious but she can 
also be a bit shy and a tad inde­
pendent. Her fo1mer home had too 
many pets so she's looking for one 
where she can be star. For more 
info on adopting Madonna, please 
contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at413-548-9898. 

'The Courage 
of Conviction" 
By Larry Cadran 

Order from ebay 
or 

(978) 458-1177 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

it 

8uying-0nd selling us«! bocks 

32 BR10G£ STREET, 2ND F"L00R 
SHELBURNE F'ALLS 1 MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

'Qrbe :fflontague 
~eporter 

Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

24 3rd Street 
Ttuners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tilis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occtmed. The publishers 

reserve the right to refuse adver­
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 
Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS 

Book Making Workshop 
BY LINDA IDCKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Saturday, March 10th, children 
can come and make their own 
book with Bev Whitbeck at the 
Carnegie Libra1y. The pro-

gram is designed for children 
in grades 3-6. Supplies and 
refreshments will be provided. 
For more information, call 
413-863-3214, during libra1y 
hours. 

Montague Town Meeting Openings 
There are many open seats 

available for Montague Town 
Meeting up for grabs in the 
May 21st annual town elec­
tion. Seats available, as of 
March 6th, are as follows: 

Precinct Two: (Millers 
Falls and Lake Pleasant): Four 
3-year seats open; One 1-year 
seat open. 

Precinct Three: (the Hill, 
east): Two 3-year seats open; 
One 2-year seat open; One 1-
year seat open. 

Precinct Four: (the Hill, 
west): One I-year seat open. 

Precinct Five: (downtown 
Turners): One 3-year seat 
open; Two I-year seats open. 

Precinct Six: (Montague 
City and the Patch): Five 3-

year seats open; One 2-yea1· 
seat open. 

Nomination papers for 
town meeting seats can be 
obtained from the town clerk's 
office. Only ten signatures 
from registered voters in your 
precinct are needed to qualify 
for the ballot to run for open 
seats or to contest incumbents' 
seats. The deadline to obtain 
papers is March 30th by 5:00 
p.m. All nomination papers 
must be returned to the town 
clerk's office on April 2nd by 
5:00 p.m. For more informa­
tion please call the office at 
863-3200, extension 203. 
Town clerk office hours are 
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m to 
4:30 p.m. 
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FACES & PLACES 
Swans on 
the Cana 

by Shayna 
Langknecht, an 

aspiring 
photographer 

who is a junior 
at Turners Falls 

High School. 

Montague Community Band 
Seeks Rehearsal Space 

BY ELLEN KEECH - The 
Montague Community Band 
has lost our donated rehearsal 
and storage space in Father 
O'Casey Hall at St. Anne's 
Church, which we have been 
using for many years. The hall 
closed Janua1y 31st, and we had 
to move our equipment to tem­
porary locations. 

We are gearing up for a big 
season, a dedication conceit for 
the new bandstand and the 
newly renovated Peskeomskut 

Park, at a date to be detemlined. 
We need to find a rehearsal 
space soon. We need at least 
1600 square feet, up to 2500, for 
rehearsal and storage, which 
would be ideal. We would love 
to be somewhere in downtown 
Turners Falls, near the park, but 
could go elsewhere if need be. 
Contact me at elkeech@hot­
mail.com if you have any leads. 

If you have any questions or 
need any more information, 
please let me know. 

••••••••••••• Leverett's Industrial Past Made Visible ••••••••••••• Support our Advertisers! 

BYDAWNWARD 
LEVERETT - The Leverett 
Historical Society presents 
more of Leverett's industrial 
past made visible with Dave 
Field of Leverett, on March 
22nd at 7:30 p.m. The public is 

invited to the new Leverett 
Field Museum in Leverett 
Center. 

When the town library 
moved to its newly built space, 
many a1tifacts that were once 
discreetly housed in pa1ts of the 

former libra1y building 
remained there, and are now on 
display for the public to discov­
er. 

A business meeting will pre­
ceed the program at 7p.m. All 
are welcome! 

Cheesemaking with Cliff Hatch at Upinngill Farm 
GILL - On Saturday, March 
24th from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
learn how to take raw milk and 
create a hard British cheddar 
cheese. This hands-on work­
shop will demonstrate the 
process from raw milk to the 
the final pressing: ripening, 

renneting, stirring the curds 
and the cheddaring process and 
pressing. We will discuss how 
different cheeses are made. 
You are invited to bring two 
gallons of your own animals' 
milk to make additional 
cheeses. Cliff Hatch has been 

making cheese for over 25 
years. To register or for more 
information, go to 
www nofamass.org and click 
on "Practical Skills 
Workshops," or contact Tom at 
seedpotato@yahoo.com or 
(781) 894-4358. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES March 12th -March 16th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. for activities and con­
gregate meals. Make meal 
reservations a day in advance 
by 11 a m. Messages can be 
left on the machine when the 
center is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
110011 meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is Jean 
Chase. Make trip reservations 
by calling 772-6356. Payment 
and menu choice is due three 
weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 12th 
9-11 a.m. Foot Screening 
I 0:00 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 13th 
Hemoglobin AlC screening 
9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag 
1 :00 p.m. Council on Aging 
1 :00 p m. "Spring Painting" at 
the Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls. 
Registration $10 for Gill and 

Montague residents others 
$15. Louise Minks and David 
Sund will be instrncting this 
class. This painting class is in 
acrylic painting for all levels 
of expertise. 
Wednesday, 14th 
9-11 am. Foot Screening 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11: 15 a.m. Mealsite Meeting 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 15th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
5 :00 p.m. Gill-Montague­
Erving Triad "Safety Begins at 
Home" with Mo Grossberger. 
Corned beef and cabbage din­
ner; St. Kaz Hall Turners Falls. 
$5 ($1 50/50 raffle). Tickets 
available at Montague and 
Erving police departments. 
Friday, 16th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 am. Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. St. Patrick's Day 
Party. Wear your green! 
Music, food, fun. Ron Quinlin 
is back to play music for danc­
ing. 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 

Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
reservations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at 413 
423-3308. Lunch daily at 
11 :30 am. with reservations a 
day in advance by 11 :00 a.m. 
Transportation can be provid­
ed for meals, Thursday shop­
ping, or medical necessity by 
calling Dana Moore at 978 
544-3898. 

Monday, 12th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 13th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 14th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 15th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

Tell them you saw it in 

'Qrbe :fflontague 
~eporter 

m1r~~ 
t~p-orln-

is looking for writers to 
cover news events, 
arts, features, etc. 

Please all 
(413)113-IHI 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

In-Stock 

WALLPAPER 
$1.99/Single Roll 

1·sf Avenue A, fumers Fails • 863-4346 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• eyste111 ~000 
(E11etgy 1<111et1ed 

• Thet1110 Ptlde 

• Well-Melaln 
• Othet Majot Bta11d.c 
• Expett B11t11et 

•etvlee 

( 413) 773-3622 
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Work Continues to Prepare Skate Park 
BY JARED LIBBY 
TURNERS FALLS - Under 
mounds of snow sits the 
Montague Skate Park. The snow 
didn't stop a crew of community 
members from spending the 
afternoon ofFebmary 24th in 20 
degree weather attending to 
some necessary repairs. In fact, 
it was the second time during the 
month of Febma1y that a group 
has spent the afternoon working 
away at the list of tasks that 
must be completed before the 

skate park can safely reopen. 
Under the tutelage of Jeff 

Aho, director of the Brick 
House, volunteers spent the 
afternoon replacing damaged 
sheets of plywood and adding 
cross-bracing to the largest 
ramps to provide extra strength 
and stability. With the goal of 
having the park reopened for the 
summer of 2007, this crew of 
dedicated volunteers has worked 
to cross tasks off the list, one by 
one. With the new fence 

installed at the beginning of the 
year, and the dangerously dam­
aged ramps removed, the light at 
the end of the tunnel is growing 
brighter. The short list of tasks to 
complete now consists of 
replacing a few more sheets of 
plywood, installing some metal 
edging, removing debris, and 
receiving final safety approval 
from the tovm. The most diffi­
cult work has afready been com­
pleted. 

This year will offer a chance 

for those who want to see the 
skate park thrive to step up and 
take care of it. Since there is cur­
rently no entity to directly over­
see the maintenance of the park, 
it is up to those who value the 
park to pitch in to keep it clean 
and safe, so it may stay open for 
years to come. There is a need 
for interested conummity mem­
bers to fonn a town committee 
to oversee the park's operation 
and upkeep. 

Volunteer workdays will con-

tinue until the park is reopened, 
and beyond. The next scheduled 
date is Saturday, March 24th, 
from noon to 4:00 pm. Call the 
Brick House teen center phone 
number (413-863-9559) for 
more info1mation on how you 
can help. Feel free to show up 
with a hammer or drill - or just 
another set of hands - to make a 
huge difference in our town. 
Finally, a huge thank you to 
Nate, Athecia, Bethany, Nick, 
Kyle, Matt, and Jeff! 

Brick House Moviemakers Festival Reminder Ant BUIIV Rescheduled 
TUR.!~ERS FALLS - A 
reminder to all emerging youth 
videographers: the Brick House 
Co1mnunity Resource Center is 
holding its second Young 
Moviemakers Festiva on the first 
Sahrrday in May, 2007. The 
Brick House once again invites 
any youth or youth team less 
than 21 years of age by May 5th 
to submit their work! Youth can 
have their work compared to 
their peers and judged by a panel 
of expe1ts. Submissions can be 
from anywhere in the region. 

Prizes will be given to recog­
nize the quality and effort of the 
submissions. Included are free 
tickets generously donated by 
the Greenfield Garden Cinemas 
and the Latchis Theatre in 
Brattleboro. 

Entries are due by April 2nd, 
2007. The videos of all finalists 
will be shown the afternoon of 
May 5th, 2007 at the Brick 
House, beginning at 2 p.m. All 
submitted videos need to be less 

than 15 minutes long. 
Additional information about 
this festival can be found a:t the 
Brick House web site: www.the­
brickhouseinc.org 

As with the first fest in the 
early fall of 2006, there is a wide 
open catego1y to cover submis­
sions on any subject. The Brick 
House is also interested this time 
in videos best po1traying the 
people (real or imagined), the 
histo1y or the nahrral environ­
ment of the Connecticut River or 
any of its tributaries. 

This emphasis on the 
Connecticut River is pa1t of the 
Turners Falls RiverCulhrre ini­
tiative, which leverages the river 
as an historical and culh1ral 
focus to suppo1t local economic 
development. This initiative is 
pa1tially funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
For more infonnation see 
www.hlffiersfallsriverculhire.org 

The jmy for the festival 
includes Steve Alves, who 

worked in Hollywood and New 
York City as a film editor for 10 
years and who has produced six 
videos on local commtmity sub­
jects; Robin Mide, whose film 
"Positive Profiles in Courage: 
Vennont Women Living with 
HIV" is showing at the 
Brattleboro Women's Film 
Festival in March; 22 year-old 
Bob Krzykowski, who is work­
ing to tum his highly popular 
Elsie Hooper comic strip into a 
motion pichire; and Keny 
Kazokas, who co-directed and 
wrote the script for the 90-
minute coming of age film "Free 
to Fly". 

For more information on the 
Young Moviemakers Festival, 
call Michael or Karen at ( 413) 
863-9576; Jared, Maurice or 
Nate at 413.863.9559; or email 
info@thebrickhouseinc.org. 

The Brick House itself has 
experienced video staff, access 
to nearby video editing facilities, 
video background through pro-

duction of its "Btick House TV'' 
program, and a histo1y of collab­
oration with both Montague 
Collllnunity Television and 
Greenfield Community 
Television. 

The Free Friday Night Movie: 
The Ant Bully, postponed from 
last Friday due to the storm, has 
been rescheduled to Friday 
night, March 9th, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Sheffield School auditorium. 

Lover Aceo1JJJtmts 
~ 

No due dates/ No late feesl 

Starting at Just 
$13 a Month 

50 Federal Street Greenfield 413-773-1701 

Wl'RI ON TIii MOYI! 
Ed's Barbershop 
established 1955 on the Avenue 

GLBT Support Group at the Brick House 

GolNG BACK HOME TO 74 AVENUE A 
As OF APRIL 

Look 
Better, 

feel 
Better 

TURNERS FALLS - The Brick 
House Community Resource 
Center in Turners Falls is foster­
ing tolerance and support for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
trans-sexual, and questioning 
youth, as well as straight allies, by 
offering weekly meetings of a 
new GLBT group at its 24 Third 
Street location, Thursdays from 4 
to 6 pm Support, awareness, and 
friendship will be at the heait of 

the weekly gatherings that will be 
facilitated by Brick House volun­
teer and participant Athecia 
Greene. Greene, who was the 
student advisor of the Franklin 
County Technical School GSA 
(Gay Straight Alliance) from 
2001 to 2003, sees the group as 
being an extension of the B1ick 
House's supportive environment. 
hl addition to the meetings that 
will take place at the B1ick 

House, the group will have the 
opportlmity to attend confer­
ences, Boston Ptide, and other 
events that celebrate who these 
teens are. Group members may 
also decide to organize perfor-
1nances, such as poetiy readings 
and vaiiety shows. Teens from 
throughout the ai·ea ai·e encour­
aged to attend. For more info1ma­
tion, call Kai·en Stinchfield at 
863-9576. 

863-2085 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

IN:filll'sEDkfffRAIE 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

111 
Abo ♦.t Face Veronica Phaneuf Ul - (413) 361-002s 
Computer Solutions about-face@ve11zon.net 

✓ PC safes & Se1vice 

✓ MAC Software Support 

✓ Network Suppo1t and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Support 
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~ »~· 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines! 

20 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield• 41 J-714·3500 • greenfield@copycatprintshop.com 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 

74( Main Street • Northfield 
413-498-5166 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

/l~lll!l"ll!llll!IP!ll • The Gas Experts 
{f 11Q11111\ ~i:M<. 

Bc,a,; & Cooing~ 413-86 3-2 2 9 5 C,eDlnHir • Any,d,= 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

~aissance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 
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An Unaffordable Dream 
A proposal to spend $65,000 

to conduct a feasibility study 
for a new multi-se1vice com­
munity center in Montague is 
moving fo1ward, following a 
public hearing on Tuesday, 
March 6th. The idea is to com­
bine three town depa1tments: 
the libra1y, the senior center, 
and the parks and recreation 
department, in one new build­
ing, and to find a space some­
where in downtown Turners 
Falls to build this new multi­
use facility. The area to the rear 
of town hall has been men­
tioned as a prime location, with 
views of the river, access to 
Unity Park and the bike path, 
and plenty of convenient park­
ing. For seniors from Gill who 
share the use of the present sen­
ior center on 5th Street, a new 
center by to\.vn hall would make 
the commute even more con­
venient. Town officials see pos­
sible efficiencies in fundrais­
ing, grant writing, and shared 
facilities (such as kitchen 
space, bathrooms, or meeting 
rooms) in a c01mnunity center. 

So far, no price tag has been 
set for what it would cost to 
build a new community center, 
but we believe it would 
inevitably nm to the millions of 
dollars. An actual cost estimate 
will await the completion of the 
feasibility study, and, unfortu­
nately, $65,000 will need to be 
expended to detennine this fig­
ure. We think that money could 
be better spent meeting the 
town's cunent capital needs, 
including building a new police 
station. 

Last month, the selectboard 
projected that the new police 
station, to be built next to the 
fire station on Turnpike Road, 
may cost Montague taxpayers 
up to $5 million. While that ini­
tial estimate may be high, we 
doubt the final cost will be 
much lower. Town meeting will 
face the necessity of bo1rnwing 
or raising money to meet the 
cost of this project in Jtme. 

We strongly suppo1t the 

move to build a new police sta­
tion. The ctment facility has 
been in dire need of retirement 
for 20 years. But does anyone 
think the town will find the 
funds to build a new police sta­
tion and a new multi-use com­
mtmity center, more or less at 
the same time? No ptm intended 
to the $5.7 million combined 
sewer overflow project, but 
that's a pipe dream. 

Among those speaking in 
favor of the multi-use center are 
at least some public officials 
who have spoken against mak­
ing capital improvements to the 
town's elementa1y school build­
ing in Montague Center. An 
accurate cost estimate for all the 
improvements needed to bring 
the Montague Center School 
into compliance with ADA 
requirements, replace the aging 
roof, remove asbestos tile, and 
upgrade a sewer line and wiring 
in that building has yet to be 
an-ived at. We await those fig­
ures with keen anticipation. But 
whatever they amotmt to, they 
will not add up to a fraction of 
what it would cost to build a 
new c01mnunity center. We 
would expect all those who are 
campaigning for fiscal responsi­
bility for the schools to practice 
the same Yankee fmgality when 
it comes to facilities for parks, 
seniors and librai-ies. 

Speaking of Yankee fmgali­
ty, it is a time-honored tradition 
in these parts to re-use and 
restore whatever can be eco­
nomically prese1ved, rather than 
tossing it out on the junk heap 
and buying new. Regarding the 
centmy-old Carnegie Libra1y 
on the main street of town, we 
think the same principle could 
be wisely applied. That is a 
beautiful old building, in need 
of sensible renovation. It has 
se1ved generations of Montague 
library users, young and old, for 
free. Other than town roads, it 
could be argued that the 
Camegie Library is the town 
se1vice used more consistently, 

see DREAM pg 5 
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Once More for Selectboard 
Jay DiPucchio printed the 

Democratic Caucus ballot last 
week with my name already on 
it, since he had not heard other­
wise from me. This week I 
would like to make it official, 
by decision rather than default, 
that I am again a candidate for 
Montague selectboard. Several 
of the projects now tmde1way, 
as well as some of the problems 
the town faces, compel me to 
run again. 

It has seemed to be conven­
tional wisdom in these pa1ts 
that the winner of the caucus is 
essentially the selectperson 

elect. 
Th e 
effect 
of this 
is that 
we sel­
d O Ill 

have a 
choice 
of can-

didates on the ballot. However, 
it is not too late if someone 
wants to nm in this election. 
Nomination papers are still 
available in the tovn1 clerk's 

office. 
I would say also that I 

have decided as well that this 
will be my final te1m as a 
member of the selectboard, if 
re-elected. I am telling you 
this now, hoping to save 
myself the anguish of tiying 
to make this tough decision 
again in three years time. In 
any case, at the end of this 
te1m, I hope to see two or 

three of our capable and 
thoughtful townspeople step 
fo1ward to nm for the board. 

- Patricia Pruitt 
Turners Falls 

Why the Town Forest Gates Went Up 
As a member of the Fiske 

Pond adviso1y committee I 
would like to respond to com­
ments made by Wendell select­
board member Ted Lewis con­
cerning the installation of gates 
on town owned prope1ty, as 
repo1ted in the March 1st edi­
tion of the Montague Reporter. 
Lewis questioned the authority 
to put up gates that restI·ict 
access to roads within the Fiske 
Pond and Montague Road town 
forest land. 

First, it should be noted that 
it was the Wendell conse1vation 
commission rather than the 
Fiske Pond adviso1y cormnittee 
that authorized the installation 
of these gates. The adviso1y 
c01mnittee makes recommenda­
tions to the conse1vation com-

mission and helps to implement 
stewardship projects, but final 
autho11ty rests with the commis­
sion, not their adviso1y c01mnit­
tee. The authority to manage the 
Montague Road prope1ty was 
granted to the conse1vation 
commission at the 2003 allllual 
t0\.\'11 meeting. 

I would also like to answer 
Lewis' question about why we 
need the gates now. A couple 
who recently acquired property 
abutting the town forest was 
granted pemlission by the con­
se1vation commission to use the 
old logging road on the land to 
access part of their property. 
Access to this road had been 
blocked by several large boul­
ders, which would need to be 
moved in order in order to use 

the road for the abutters' access 
or for forest management proj­
ects. The purpose of installing 
the gate is to allow for some 
vehicular access, without open­
ing up a road into the forest that 
might invite people to use it as a 
pa1ty spot or dumping grmmd. 
The gate will se1ve to protect 
the land and the species that 
inhabit it and, by moving the 
boulders, it will make it possible 
to use the old logging road. 

As someone involved in 
helping care for this prope1ty, I 
am grateful that the Valley Land 
Ftmd provided us with an 
oppo1tlmity to have these gates 
installed without using any 
town funds. 

- Marianne Sundt-11 
Wendt-11 

WAVES Looking for New Members 
We are looking for women to 

join WAVES (Women Accepted 
for Vohmteer Emergency 
Se1vice) National. All women 
who have served or are ctuTent­
ly se1ving in the Navy, Coast 
Guard and Marine Corps, 
including those presently se1v­
ing in the rese1ves, are eligible 
to join. WAVES National 
includes yeomen who se1ved 
dm-ing World War I and Navy 
nurses. Women who have 
se1ved or are ctmently serving 
in other military se1vices, 
including WRENS, are eligible 
to join WAVES National as 
associate members. The mem­
bers share camaraderie with 
women who have had similar 
experiences and lend moral aid 

and assistance to all se1vice 
women and veterans. 
Hospitalized women veterans 
and women living in VA facili­
ties are a prima1y concern. 
WAVES National has over 
4,500 members and more than 
100 local units. For more infor­
mation please call me at 413-
863-9044. 

- Carolyn Prunt-r 
Turners Falls 

\Ve wdcome your letters. 
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GUEST EDITORIALS 

VIEW FROM THE STATEHOUSE 

My Focus this Tertn Will Be on Education 
Funding, Land Use Refortn and Health Care. 

BY REP. STEPHEN KULIK 
(D-WORTHINGTON) 

It has been awhile since my 
last column in the Montague 
Reporter, and a lot has happened 
at the State House since the 
November election and the 
beginning of the new legislative 
session in Janmuy. Let me strut 
by thanking the voters of 
Montague ru1d Wendell for giv­
ing me the privilege of continu­
ing to represent them for the next 
two years. I also want to thank 
them for choosing Deval Patrick 
to be our new Governor. There is 
now a different atmosphere on 
Beacon Hill, as we finally have a 
chief executive who is fully 
engaged in addressing the needs 
of the state (as opposed to using 
the office to campaign for 
President). Gov. Patrick and the 
legislature are also committed to 
working constmctively as pa1t­
ners to solve many of the chal­
lenges we face. We will not 
always agree on policies and ini­
tiatives (as can be seen in just the 
first few weeks in office), but I 
believe that we shru·e a common 
plll'pose to work hard, and to 
think outside of the box in hying 

DREAM 
continued from pg 4 
by more people of all ages, year­
rmmd, than any other in town. 

There commtmity has a sh·ong 
p11de in tltat institution. The town 
could never afford to build anotlt­
er building as well appou1ted as 
the Crunegie Librruy today, nor 
should it have to. Witlt a modest 
renovation plan, including the 
addition of an elevator to reach 

to build a better Commonwealth. 
Of course, some things never 

change at the State House -
including getting to work on the 
new FY08 state budget. During 
the gubernatorial campaign, we 
were told by Mitt Romney that 
the state had a $1 billion budget 
surplus on hand. Once he left 
office it becrune cleru· he had left 
behind a more than $1 billion 
budget sho1tfall. In less than two 
months, the Pah1ck administra­
tion had to prepru·e and submit a 
new spending plan under these 
difficult circumstru1ces. 

Governor Pal:t-ick's proposed 
budget, tmveiled on Febma1y 
28th, reflects these limited rev­
enues, and is therefore less gener­
ous than hoped for in a number of 
areas. For me, these include high­
er education, the environment, 
and local aid. Gov. Pah1ck prom­
ises to file some new initiatives 
for educational and environmen­
tal spending later in the sp1mg. 
As for local aid, he proposes a 
$15 million increase in lot:te1y 
dish1bution, which is good con­
side1mg that lot:te1y sales are 
stagnant. Last yeru·, the budget 
eliminated the cap on lotte1y pay­
ments to towns, so our commtmi­
ties are now receiving all of the 
funds they are entitled to. 

Last yeru· the legislature also 
adjusted and improved the for­
mula for dish1buting education 
funds (so-called Chapter 70) and 
proposed a five yeru· phased plan 
to achieve greater equity and fair­
ness in funding for local schools. 
For FY08, we predicted a $255 
million increase in Chapter 70 
fimds. However, based on the 
lower state revenue estimates 

the second floor, that building 
could be affordably updated to 
serve tlte town for another centu-
1y, for tlte purpose it was 011gi­
naUy designed for. Letting it fall 
into private hands, or worse, into 
dereliction, would be a blow to 
the efforts beu1g made to revive 
the Avenue. No credible public 
re-use of the libra1y has been put 
forward. 

When tlte building cormnittee 
looked at adding a new wing to .. 

(4% for FY08), the governor has 
only increased school spending 
by $200 million. This is still a 
sizeable increase, but I will be 
working over the next few weeks 
to increase it by $55 million in 
the House budget. The srune is 
hue for Regional School 
Transportation funds, which 
Pah1ck level fimded, and for the 
education "pothole" account, 
which he eliminated. I will be 
working to fully fimd h·anspo1ta­
tion this year, and to re-establish 
the pothole accmmt, which our 
schools have utilized at times in 
the past to address tmexpected 
circumstances that create budget 
problems. 

I have also been actively 
working with a group of school 
officials and legislators to 
address education fimding prob­
lems that are tmique to some 
small, mral schools. The group is 
meeting tmder the auspices of 
the Mass Association of 
Regional Schools (MARS), and 
is focusing on finding a way to 
help school dish·icts tltat are 
experiencing declining student 
enrolhnent. Gill-Montague and 
New Salem-Wendell schools ru·e 
in this catego1y. I have closely 
followed the sh1.1ggles that 
Montague citizens ru1d officials 
ru·e having with the issue of 
school facilities and enrolhnent. 
The declining state fonds tltat 
follow enrollment drops present 
a huge problem for small towns. 
We are working on the details of 
a proposal to create a so-called 
"circuit-breaker" that may pro­
vide additional funds to dish1cts 
that meet three general c11teria: 
sparse student population, 

the Carnegie some years ago, 
they crune up with an runbitious 
plan that would have cost the 
town too many 1nillions of dol­
lru·s. Witlt or without state help, a 
downsized plan to simply add an 
elevator to the Crunegie, b1mg 
the second floor and batltrooms 
up to code, and add a few pru·king 
spaces outside would make this 
an affordable project for 
Montague, one the taxpayers of 
town could suppo1t. 

declining enrollment, and lower 
income of residents. The work­
ing group wants to pursue some 
fimding for this in the FY08 
budget, altltough it will be chal­
lenging due to the limited rev­
enue and the sho1tfalls in tlte 
educational accounts I men­
tioned earlier. However, this is 
ve1y positive work and I will 
have more to repo1t about it in 
the coming months. This mral 
circuit-breaker approach could 
be an impo1tant component of 
the next phase of education fond­
ing refonn, to provide relief 
from the pressures facing local 
town and school budgets. 

Other issues I run focusing on 
include providing relief to daily 
farmers, who ru·e in the midst of 
an economic crisis. Under tlte 
federal p11cu1g order, they are 
paid less for their milk titan it 
costs to produce it. Therefore, 
we ru·e hying to devise a suppo1t 
progrrun that can help to close 
that gap as well as provide long­
te1m suppo1t for this unp01tant 
agi1cultural industry. I am also 
contuming my work to b1mg 
sensible land use reform to 
Massachusetts by refonning our 
state's zoning legislation. We 
need to give our commtmities tlte 
tools to manage growth wisely, 
meet affordable housing needs, 
protect open space, and provide 
for sustainable economic devel­
opment. Our state's antiquated 
planning and zoning laws don't 
adequately suppo1t these effo1ts 
locally, and I hope tltat this is tlte 
legislative session where sensi­
ble land use refo1m can become 
a reality. 

The legislation I am sponsor-

As for the senior center and 
the parks and recreation deprut­
ment, tltey need secure homes 
and unproved facilities, h1.1e. We 
tltought the proposal to open up 
half of tlte Hillcrest School to 
meet their needs made a great 
deal of practical, economic 
sense. Hillcrest is cenh·ally locat­
ed in town, all on one floor, with 
plenty of pru·king. But now the 
future of school configuration is 
again in doubt. 

Since 1895 B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

u1g is now called the Community 
Planning Act, and I welcome the 
suppo1t of all who ru·e concerned 
about the future of our commtmi­
ties. Please contact me if you 
would like to know more. 

The last thing I will mention 
for now is my new role as vice 
chafr of the Committee on 
Health Care Fu1ancu1g. I was 
appointed to this leadership posi­
tion in late Janua1y, and I wel­
come the oppo1ttmity to become 
u1tensively involved in a subject 
tltat affects eve1yone. Last ses­
sion, the legislature passed a 
landmru·k health care refonn law 
that aims to provide quality, 
affordable healtlt insurance for 
every citizen. Needless to say, 
this is a tall order, and we face 
many challenges to make it suc­
ceed. My new role on tltis com­
mittee will include closely moni­
to1mg the unplementation of the 
new law and working on any 
adjusl:tnents that may be required 
along the way. I have already 
heard from constituents who 
have benefited from the first 
phase of tlte program, and I run 
working witlt others, both u1di­
viduals and business owners, to 
assist with the h·ansition to the 
new system. 

Be sure to let me or my staff 
know if we can be of assistance 
to you on this, or any other mat­
ter. 

Contact information: 
rep.stephenkulik@,state.ma.us 

District Office: 1 Sugarloaf 
St, South Deerfield, MA 01373. 
413-665-7200 

State House, Room 236, 
Boston, MA 02133. 617-722-
2430. 

We think tlte town and the 
school dish1ct should settle this 
issue first, before proceeding to 
spend profligately on yet another 
feasibility study for a commtmity 
center that may not be needed, in 
a new building Montague cannot 
afford. 

For a complete account of the 
March 6th community center 
public hearing, read Sarah 
Thayer's report in next week's 
Montague Reporter. 
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UTTERS TO~ THE EDITOR 

War Wounded Undercounted 
Each issue of your paper 

ca1Ties, on the editorial page, 
the cu1Tent number of US 
Forces killed, and wounded 
in action, in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, as counted on a 
sign maintained by the 
Veterans Agent in Turners 
Falls and by the Oak Ridge 
Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League. 

But we have now learned, 
thanks to Bob Woodruff of 
ABC, that hundreds of 
soldiers who have had their 
brains rattled by roadside 
bombs have gone through 
Walter Reed Hospital and 
then been sent home with 
that head wolllld ignored. Yet 

they can't think straight, 
can't work, and leave their 
wives baffled and desperate. 
When they go to their local 
Veterans' Center for help, no 
one knows what to do. So 
families throughout the 
colllltry are in a quandary. 

All those brain-damaged 
veterans should be added to 
the number of our wounded 
veterans, but no one knows 
who they are, or how many 
there are. 

Seems to me you should 
cover the situation with your 
own editorial comment. 

- Constant Reader 
Northampton, MA 

Thirty-Five Vermont Towns 
Vote to Impeach 

Excerpted from the web­
log Daily Kos 
(www.dailykos.com) from 
Tuesday, March 6th 

"In that charming 
democratic tradition that still 
lives in New England, today 
was the day the people of 
Vermont got to speak. And to 
govern. 

In town meetings all over 
the state, Ve1monters 
gathered to debate and decide 
town business, and in some 
places, to make larger 
statements. 

Today, news reaches us 
that thirty-five towns in 
Vermont said they'd had 
enough of waiting for 
someone to probe the depths 
of George W. Bush's crimes, 
and would wait no longer. 

On the day that Scooter 
Libby, Special Assistant to 
the President (let's not forget 
that he held that title), was 
convicted of pe1jury and 
obstmction of justice, and on 
the day that U.S. Attorneys 
from all over the countly 
revealed that they had been 
pressured by Republican 
operatives and elected 
officials to drop cases against 
friends and bring cases 
against enemies, and on the 
day that the New Mexico 

State Senate cleared an 
impeachment resolution for 
floor consideration, we've 
received word that 35 
Vermont towns have voted to 
call for impeachment. 

The impeachment 
resolutions have passed so far 
in Bristol, Calais, Craftsbury, 
Dummerston, East 
Montpelier, Greensboro, 
Guilford, Grafton, Ha1tland, 
Jamaica, Jericho, Johnson, 
Marlboro, Middlebury, 
Montgomery, MoITistown, 
Newfane, Pem, Plainfield, 
Richmond, Rochester, 
Roxbury, St. Johnsbury, 
Springfield, Stannard, 
Sunderland, Townshend, 
Tunbridge, Vershire, WaITen, 
Westminster, Wilmington, 
and Woodbmy, according to 
organizers. 

Several towns voted to not 
take up the measure: 
Bakersfield, Londonderry, 
Dorset, Stamford, and 
Walden. 

To help bring a resolution 
to impeach President Bush 
and Vice President Cheney 
to Montague town meeting, 
contact Commitee to Protect 
the Constitution, P.O. Box 
172, Montague, MA 01351, 
or: jeanne@crocker.corn. 

{b<§)~~l!IJ~ ~ fb~!tt!l!J~IJ 
Auto~a/eg 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER March 8, 2007 

Safety Complex Update 
BY PAM HANOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Februa1y 16th, I joined five 
other Montague residents on a 
tour of three police stations 
with architect Brian Hmnes, 
who is doing the feasibility 
sh1dy for Montague's new 
safety complex. Chief Ray 
Zukowski, secretary Sandy 
Guilbault, and Detective Brian 
Dobosz represented the police 
department. Tom Bergeron, 
highway superintendent, came 
to check out facilities 
maintenance issues; Patricia 
Pruitt attended as the 
selectboard liaison with the 
building conunittee, and I am a 
building collllnittee member. 

It was ve1y instmctive to 
both see other safety 
complexes Humes has 
designed, and to see how he 
gathers information and 
ti·anslates it into a town specific 
building plan. The tour 
provided an opportunity for us 
to ask him questions and for 
him to solicit ideas from our 
people on what would work 
best for us in Montague. 

The architect's prelimina1y 
needs assessment for the new 
police station was reported on 
at the Februa1y 5th selectboard 
meeting. That first document 
was a ve1y prelimina1y starting 
point, engendering some 
figures which startled all of us, 
the architect included. So I was 
interested in just what process 
he had used. 

The first point he made was 
that the draft was a much more 
preliminary step than some of 
us had understood. Humes 
interviewed police staff, asking 
detailed questions which 
yielded infonnation which was 
then itemized in an extensive 
fo1mat he has developed from 
his 18 years of designing police 
facilities. He was surprised at 

how many more calls our 
depa1tment handles relative to 
the number of sworn police 
officers than is typical in 
Massachusetts police 
departments, a response I heard 
repeated by every police chief 
in the four stations I visited. 
That meant that when those 
figures were combined with 
formulas to generate the typical 
number of feet needed in police 
buildings, the initial square 
footage suggested for 
Montague's new police station 
was 16,600. 

As the committee and Chief 
Zukowski have all been 
focused on getting a building 
that works well for Montague 
but is not extravagant, I asked 
Humes what kind of 
assumptions were in the square 
footage formula. He identified 
them as equivalent to shopping 
for a smaller Ford on a VW -­
Ford -- Cadillac continuum. 

The stations Humes took us 
to were all buildings he had 
designed. We spent most of our 
time in two of about 10,000 
feet each. Humes was 
interested in having members 
of the Montague police 
depa1tment see what the spaces 
actually felt and looked like, so 
they could tell him what was 
too big, too small, the wrong 
shape, a workable layout or 
not, and generally let him hear 
their reactions on what would 
work well for our town. In 
addition to our comments, we 
were able to ask the personnel 
at these police stations what 
they liked or found not to have 
worked as well, or what they 
would change. It was a very 
impressive information­
gathering process. 

Another benefit was seeing 
different building materials and 
finding out what the decision 
tradeoffs were. For instance, 

watching Bergeron look at and 
ask questions about floor 
coverings gave us a start on 
knowing we will be weighing 
not only how long something 
will last, but also what kind of 
yearly maintenance costs it 
requires. 

Both stations had variations 
on steel step-ladder 
arrangements for accessing 
utility rooms. That was one of 
their decisions to save the 
square footage that a regular 
stai1well would use. In one 
case, it worked fine, as far as I 
could tell as one only watching 
the climbers, but in the other 
instance there was an 
unintended consequence. The 
ladder worked well for the 
maintenance people, but made 
the space set aside for storage 
unusable as there was no easy 
way to cany boxes up or down 
while climbing. 

The police chiefs all 
emphasized the importance of 
careful planning for storage. 
Although both stations were 
built since 2000, they also 
preceded many of the current 
security requirements of the 
federal government. Boxes of 
equipment received from the 
government were stacked in the 
sally port in one case and in a 
utility cupboard in another 
because there had been no way 
to predict that that space would 
be needed. 

I hope this report gives a 
taste of how we on the 
cormnittee and in the police 
department are progressing 
with plans for the new safety 
complex. It is important to us 
for this to remain a very open 
community process. We will be 
making regular info1mational 
repo1ts to you in the months to 
come in this newspaper, and we 
welcome any questions you 
may have. 

More GMEF Mini-Grants 
BY CORI URBAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Last 
month we ran out of room tiying 
to print news of all fomteen of the 
mini-grants funded recently by 
the Gill-Montague Education 
fund, in amounts ranging from 
$150 to $1,000. We printed seven 
of the projects the GMEF funded 
on Febmaiy 15th; here ai·e the 
other seven: 

The Great Falls Middle 
School attended a perfonnai1ce of 

. ~ 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Rain by Cirque Eloize. The 
perfo1mance included dance, 
song and music, and the 
ti·aditions from ancient times ai·e 
woven into these. Students will 
be able to make connections ·with 
their studies of the culttu·e of 
ancient Egypt as well as be 
exposed to a fo1m of aitistic 
expression they might not 
othe1wise experience. A 
connection between math and 
juggling will be investigated, and 

students will write reflections for 
language ruts classes. 

• Culina1y Alts Meets Science. 
Eighty-eight GFMS eighth 
graders will make ice creain as 
pait of the science ctmiculum 
that teaches chemistiy. This 
project will allow the stt1dents to 
leain about how heat moves in 
predictable ways, the effect of 
heat on paiticle motion, discover 

see GRANTS pg 7 

"lour #1 Source For Subarus!" 
Serving the community since 1978 

------..-.. of the Largest Selections of ,. n Pre-Loved Subaru's 
•J in New England" 

A R A • 1995's up to 2006's 

FREE DELIVERY! g'fJR( 
CIC 

~llii§===SALES==~-, On-Site Financing Available 

www.flintsgaragesales.com 
(Min. $15.00) 

863-8988 • 51 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS 
990 South ,Iain Street • Athol, ::\IA 

978-249-9038 
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Hand Knit with Love and Stitches 
TFHS STUDENT KNITS FOR MILITARY FAMILIES 

BY ALI URBAN 
ERVING - You might be 
slllprised to see Ttn11ers Falls 
High School students knitting 
during a free minute at school. 
But it's not uncommon to see a 
colorful half-made scarf or 
blanket placed on a student's 
desk next to textbooks and 
binders. Recently, the pastime 
has become popular among some 
high school girls. One, however, 
has used her knitting talents to 
aid members of the United States 
Naval and Marine Services and 
their families. 

Dawn Miner, a junior from 
Erving, has donated more than 
eighteen hand-made baby 
blankets so far and looks forward 
to making more. "I feel good 
about making these blankets and 
knowing that I can help people 
out," she said. 

made item, either a 
blanket or a sweater set 
with the bag," Dawn 
explained. The society 
sends her yam and prepaid 
mailing labels, and Dawn 
sends her 
donations to the 
society's chapter 
in Washington, 
D.C., where they 
are distributed. 

She attaches a 
card to each 
blanket that says, 
"Hand knit with 
love and stitches" 
and includes her 
name, adch'ess and 
email address so 
the recipients 
"know where the 
blankets came 
from." 

She enjoys 

out of babies she knew Education Fund, and maintains 
to knit for, so was glad first academic honors. "Knitting 
to find people who is a way to relax, but it also gives 
could use her blankets. you a plllpose," she said. She 

Dawn has been finds the craft provides a break 
knitting since she was from everyday life during which 

seven. Her she doesn't have to wony about 
mother taught anything. 
her different "I usually knit to wind down," 
patterns and she explained. After she finishes 
techniques. "It's her homework, she often enjoys 
all knit and watching TV or a movie, 
purl," her especially Hany Potter, while 
m o t h e r working on a blanket. Each one 
explained. "It's usually takes her about ten hours 
just a matter of to complete. 
how you Dawn does not only knit at 
combine them." home, however. "Her knitting 

Dawn sta1ted bag goes with her eve1ywhere," 
m a k i n g Sandy said. It's filled with all of 
dishcloths and her knitting needs, including 
expanded to scissors, extra needles, a tape 
hats, booties measure and a row counter. 
and scarves, but Dawn takes her supplies with her 
said blankets to doctor's appointments, on 
are her favorite. vacations and wherever else she 
She follows a may have a chance to get a few 
pattern she calls rows completed. 
"Dawn's Navy- She also will work on her 
Marine Relief knitting projects during spare 
Blanket" that time at school and has taught 
S a n d y some classmates to knit. "It feels 

PHOTO BY ALI URBAN designed. Dawn good to teach someone else how 

Her mother, Sandy, also an 
avid knitter, suggested the project 
last year when she learned about 
the Navy-Marine Corps Relief 
Society on an internet knitting 
list. The non-profit charitable 
organization is designed to 
provide financial, educational 
and other assistance at its nearly 
300 offices at Navy and Marine 
bases around the world. 

The 36-by-36-inch baby 
blankets Dawn makes go to the 
society's "Budget for Baby 
Classes" in which military 
families prepare for their 
expected child. At the end of the 
class, the parents receive a layette 
bag. "They get to choose a hand-

making the baby 
blankets and is 
conscious of 
those who may 
not have a cha.nee 
to own something 
handmade. "It 
shows you care," 
she said. She 
added that, "The 
people who get 

Dawn Miner, a Turners Falls High School junior has knitted more 
than 18 ba~ blankets for the Nary-Marine Corps Relief Society. 

has also started to do the craft. It's passing on a 
designing her valuable skill," she said. 
own blanket 

GRANTS 
continued from pg 6 
the energy of heat and learn 
about the freezing and melting 
points of substances and the 
role of salt in tlie process. The 
students will then use pictures 
to explain the process. 

• Incredible Insects. Sixty­
seven second-grade students 
from Hillcrest and Montague 
Center schools will attend a 
Northfield Mountain Recre­
ation and Enviromnental 

these are far away from home 
serving our country, and I want to 
thank them and give these in 
retllln." 

Dawn said her father and a 
brother were Marines, so the 
project is particularly special to 

Center program on the study of 
insects and life cycles. They 
will leam about adaptations 
and habitats of various insects. 

• Grade 3 Trip to Stw·bridge 
Village. Forty-five Sheffield 
School third graders will take a 
trip to Old Sturbridge Village 
to experience living histo1y. 

• The Preamble. FoU1teen 
Montague Center School third 
graders will create a tile project 
recreating the preamble of the 
constitution. Some tiles will 
have illustrations of some of 

Call 
TIM PREVOST 

NATIONAL CITY 
MORTGAGE 

@ National City Mortgage 

Tim Offers You ... 

her. She thinks that eve1y knitter 
eventually finds a special charity, 
and this is hers. "I also am ve1y 
close to my nieces and nephews, 
so I wanted to do something 
which would help children, too," 
she said. She joked that she ran 

the framers of tlie constitution. 
The tiles will grace the school 
witli a backboard and frame as 
a reminder of the importance 
of law and rnles. 

• 2007 Award Wimlers for 
Young People's Literature. 
Award-winning young 
people's literature will be 
purchased for Great Falls 
Middle School and Turners 
Falls High School to conelate 
witli the curriculum in the high 
school and supplement the 
directed reading program 

patterns, and using different color 
combinations. 

When she's not singing in the 
TFHS choir or managing the 
field hockey team, Dawn enjoys 
knitting for relaxation. She is also 
a friend of the Gill-Montague 

collection in tlie middle school. 
• Pond Probe: Trip to 

Northfield Mountain. Fifty-one 
Hillcrest first-grade students 
will take a field trip to 
Northfield Mountain to 
pa1ticipate in a program that 
allows students to catch, 
observe and draw pond life. 
Sh1dents will leam about water 
cycles and notice 
characteristics of the pond 
habitat. 

The GMEF seeks to emich 
and extend tlie reach of district 

1----~-GllillID ©!ml 
DOW available 
BREVA1100 
GRIS01100 

For more information about 
the Navy-Marine C01ps Relief 
Society or for Dawn ! Navy­
Marine Relief Blanket pattern, 
email Dawn Miner at 
dnm@valinet.com. 

and school goals tlrrough tlie 
funding of mini grants and 
special project grants. 

The criteria for awarding 
grants are: 

• Projects emich and 
support district and school 
goals and cunicula; 

• Projects specify clear 
goals, and implementation 
plan, timelines(s) and an 
evaluation process; and 

• Projects demonstrate a 
strong connection to improved 
student outcomes. 

• Experience • 100% Financing 27 4 Rt. 2, Gill & • Great Service • Construction/Rehab Loans 
• Professionalism • FHANA Loans 

Whatever your needs, call Tim for a Free Pre-Approval 

MA LENDER 
#0544 

YETTER BUSINESS CENTER 
525 Bernardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 774-1200 X121 Bernie Monkiewicz 
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com Realto1· 

• ports & accessories 
• helmets 
• books 
• apparel 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David•Melanie 

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Open 5-9 Sun -Toms 
5 - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Tues 
Reservations Accepted 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 

166AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

www. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. COM 
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THIii.i Registration Deadline: 
Em Children ages 4-6 Friday, April 27 
m:rD Saturday Mornings; 10:30am-11 :30am. April 28-June 9 
mm Early Bird Registration Fee (Last Day Friday, April 13/: 

Montague Residents • $25, Non-residents• $30 
Regular Fee (After Friday, April 13/: 
Montague: Residents = $30, Non-residents = $35 

INglflllE 
Em Grades 1 & 2 ( I st Graders must have played at least one 

season of Tee-Ball to be eligible to play.) 
m:lD Saturday mornings; 9:00am-10: 15am, April 28-June 9 
mi1I Montague Residents= $30. Non-residents= $35 

(Fees include hat. shirt & pants) 
Enrollment Minimum & Maximum dependent upon the number of 
parents who volunteer coach. Training Is provided. 

I Maofllgn h•s • proud so11ba11 fnldilion.4Je ,-t of it! 

INIJELEl8• 
Em Grades K-2 

Registration has begun and is 
ongoing until Friday, April 6 

m:rD Saturday mornings; 9:00am-10: I Sam, April 28-June 9 mm Montague Residents = $30, Non-residents= $35 
[Fees include hat. shirt & pants) 

Enrollment Minimum & Maximum dependent upon the number of 
parenb who volunteer coach. 

IIIHlfM•'DII-J ... lUM~ 
Em Girls in grades 3-6 
m:rD Late March/Early April-Late June (Practices-weekdays; 

dependent upon coaches schedule; League Games­
weekdays; varies) 

ma Montague Residents= $45, Non residents= $50 
(Fees include hat. shirt & pants) 

Enrollment Maximum: 12/team. 

CBEIJIY•BMCIIICIIII Registration Deadline: 

Em Youth & Teens; Ages 10-16 Friday, April 6 

m:ml Tuesday evenings; 6:00pm-7:00pm, April 10-May 15 
am Montague Residents= $1 5, Non-residents = $20 .. , .... Registration Deadline: 

Friday, May 4 Em Youths & Teens; 14 & Up 
(This is also being offered as a Family Program) Youths under 
13 must attend with an adult 

lmlB 10:00am-4:00pm (six-hour program); Saturday. May 12 
Raindate is May 19 am Montague Residents= $65, Non-residents= $70 

Enrollment Minimum: 10 Enrollment Maximum: IZ 

IB'I/PITal lJT a. M ClllffllTIII 
Em Youth & Teens ages 7-14 
m:lD Saturday April 28@ 12-Noon 

Registration Deadline: 
Friday, April 27 

(Rain date: Sunday, April 29@ 12-NoonJ 
Proof of age is required for all levels of participation. Failure to 
show proof of age will render your child Ineligible. 

..... I.UUISPIUIIII■ 
m:lD March 17-April 28 

Registration Deadline: TBD 

am Montague Residents= $40.00 Non Residents = $45.00 

I I I • I ,. • I L 
L ' "l ~ 

YNUII UllTS Registration Deadline: 

Em Adults 18 and Over Friday, March 30 

m:mil Wednesday evenings; 6:00pm-7:00pm, April 4-June 13; 
10-week program (Tentative) am Montague Residents= $45, Non-Residents= $50 

IIIICFIIUUlllfnYIWIIBIU Registration Deadline: 
Em This course is also being Friday, April 13 

offered as a Family Program tor those 8 yrs. and Up. 
m:rD Friday, April 20; 6:00pm-7:00pm 
mEIFree 
Cllllfflffffllailflll•llf,IUJ For more mformat,on on the Crilbapple FestNal 

contact the Carneg,e l1bra,y at 863-3214 Em Everyone is welcome to 
help us bring in National Physical Fitness & Sports Month (May)! 

m:rD Sunday, April 29, 11am 

~ a ~ i 1 ~ L ~ u~ 
PtlerC ...... tE.........,_. 
Em Children ages 4 to 12 are invited to take part in this great 

community tradition. 
m:zB Saturday, April 7, 1 0am THIS EVENT IS RAIN OR SHINE. 
IZ!m Unity Park, First Street, Turners Falls 
We will have face painting, egg coloring, a bake sale, pictures 
with Peter Cottontail, and our 3rd Annual Egg Hunt where kid 
will have the challenge of finding approximately 4,000 candy 
and toy-filled eggs that will be placed in designated areas 
throughout Unity Park. 
Participants must bring their own basket;bag for the eggs. 
Event Co-Sponsors (at pnss ti-}: ~ Mont11111M Elks, G,-nnsd 
Savings Bank, Nnv England Extrusion, Slrums Equipment Co., 
Equi's Cllndy Ston, and Boy Scout Troop 6 . .. , ... 
Em Youths & Teens; 14 & Up 

(This is also being offered 

Reg1strat1on Deadline: 
Friday, May 4 

as a Youth & Teen Program) Youths under 13 must attend 
with an adult 

m:zD 10:00am-4:00pm (six-hour program); Saturday. May 12; 
Raindate is May 19 ma Montague Residents= $65, Non-residents= $70 

Enrollment Minimum: 10 Enrollment Maximum: IZ 

IUIC,_fll.flflTY IWIIBlfU Registration Deadline: 
Em Those 8 yrs. and Up. This Friday, April 13 

course is also being offered as an Adult Program. 
mB Friday, April 20; 6:00pm-7:00pm 
ma Free 

CIIUPNRmnlMlll••lllll For more informatwn on the Crabapple Festival 
conract the Carnegie Ubra,y at 863·3214 ElmJI Everyone is welcome to 

help us bring in National Physical Fitness & Sports Month (May)! 
m:mil Sunday, April 29, 11 am 

FOR ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL THE MPRD OFFICE AT 663•3216 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 

Police Building Cornrnittee 
Moves Into High Gear 

BY ERIC WASILESKI - The 
Montague selectboard met in a 
very quick meeting on March 
5th that featured none of the fire­
works of recent hearings. The 
board heard a report from chief 
of police Ray Zukowski, who 
offered an update for the safety 
complex building committee. 
Following his remarks, board 
chair Patricia Pruitt said, "They 
a.re going into high gear." The 
building committee will repo1t 
to the selectboard every week 
starting March 29th. On March 
16th, project architect Ja.cunski 
Humes will submit plans for the 
town to review. 

In a report about DPW pur­
chasing policy, town administra­
tor Frank Abbondanzio outlined 
a new policy for a discretionary 
spending account that had been 
instituted this year. DPW super­
intendent Tom Bergeron was 
authorized to spend $90,000 on 
vehicles and equipment, without 
town meeting approval, during 
fiscal '07. Abbondanzio said 
Bergeron spent this amount on 
three pick-up tmcks, and snow 
removal equipment. In the 
upcoming fiscal year, the DPW 
discretiomuy fond amount will 
be increased to $100,000, which 
will also be available to use for 
major equipment repairs, and an 
initial lease payment on a new 

backhoe, if the capital improve­
ment co1mnittee approves. The 
CIC will still be asked to weigh 
in on multi-year equipment leas­
es, since they encumber the tovm 
for larger smns over time. 

Speaking favorably of the 
new discretiona.1y account, 
selectboard and capital improve­
ment committee member Pat 
Allen said, "He [Bergeron] 
might find a really great deal and 
not need to bring it to tovm 
meeting." Board member Allen 
Ross clarified, "The superinten­
dent would confer with the 
selectboard or [the town admin­
istrator]," prior to ma.king equip­
ment purchases from the discre­
tionary account. 

The account can only be used 
for cuITent year expenses. 

Town volunteers are sought 
for a citizen adviso1y committee 
for the Avenue A crosswalk and 
street design improvements slat­
ed for the coming constmction 
season, using Community 
Development Block Grant 
funds. According to 
Abbondanzio, one of the 
requirements of the grant is the 
involvement of a citizens group 
to advise the town on the 
removal ofbaniers to accessibil­
ity, one of the goals of the 
Avenue A walkway improve­
ments. "We especially need 

someone as a low income repre­
sentative," Abbonda.nzio said. 
He added, "We are also hying to 
ensure that the achial street is 
handicapped accessible, so there 
is also need of handicapped rep­
resentation." 

To vohmteer for this co1mnit­
tee, please contact town admin­
istrator Frank Abbondanzio at 
town hall, 863-3200, extension 
110. 

Abbondanzio annotmced that 
Massachusetts Common Cause 
had repo1ted on the progress of 
the town of Montague's website, 
www montague.net. Common 
Cause, a non-partisan citizen's 
organization whose goal is to 
ensure open, honest, accountable 
and effective government at the 
federal, state, and local levels, 
reported the town's posting of all 
key government meetings with 
agendas, online payment of 
taxes and town meeting results 
as strong positives for the web­
site. In the 'needs improvement' 
category, Common Cause noted 
the absence from the website of 
town by-laws or details of the 
budget, and called for including 
the town's master plan as well. 

The board agreed to consider 
the upgrades, and directed 
selectboard secretary Wendy 
Bogusz to look into these possi­
ble additions to the website. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Assisted Bernardston Police 
Wednt>sday 2-28 

7:15 a.m. Repo1t of vandal­
ism caused to a vehicle on 
Main Road. 

2:20 p.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police with 
domestic a.nest on Shaw Road. 
4:35 pm. ATV complaint on 
West Gill Road. 

Thursday 3-1 
12:15 p.m. Received infor­

mation regarding a possible 
identity theft at a Main Road 
business. Under investigation. 

2:10 p.m. 911 misdial from 
Stoughton Place residence, all 
OK. 

4:25 p.m. Assisted Erving 
police with a.nest. 

10:40 p.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police with noise 
complaint on Bald Motmtai.i1 
Road. 
Saturday 3-3 

3:30 am. Report of an 
tmwanted subject on Mountain 
Road 

3 :20 p.m. Criminal charges 
sought against -

Charged with identity fraud, 
forgery of a document and use 
of a false document. 
Monday 3-5 

2:15 pm. Assisted highway 
department with wires knocked 
down at public safety building. 

Tuesday 3-6 
6:40 a.m. Checked suspi­

cious vehicle in the area of the 
town hall, all OK. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Two Car Accident, Heavy Datnage 
Wednt>sday 2-28 

4:45 p.m. Repo1t of a suspi­
cious man walking near the 
Route 2 and Route 2A split. 
Area searched. Nothing fotmd. 

Thursday 3-1 
4:23 pm. After a motor vehi­

cle stop on Route 2, Shane 
Fmtado was a.nested for defec­
tive tail light, seatbelt violation, 
operating after revocation, open 

Friday 3-2 
4:26 p.m. Two-car accident 

on Route 2 at the intersection of 
Route 63. No personal i.i1juries 
repo1ted. Heavy damage to one 
vehicle. 

Sunday 3-4 
12:40 p.m. Assisted motorist 

sh1ck iii the snow at the ceme­
te1y. 

container of alcohol, possession Monday 3-5 

wanant. 
6:30 pm. Repo1t of a chim­

ney fire at a Central Street 
address. Fire deprutment 
responded. 

Tuesday 3-6 
11: 15 a.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop on Route 2, a crim­
inal application was issued to 

for 
driving with a suspended 
license. 

of a class D chug, and a default 1 :25 p.m. Arrested .. 
w_a_n_·a_n_t. _________ ____. __ o_n_a_d_e£_a_u_It _____________ _ 
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NOHS FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Revenue Sharing with Erseco Kicks In 
BY KEVIN FOLEY - The 
Town of Erving received 
$74,610.25 from Eiving Paper 
Mill on Monday, March 5th. 
The payment is the first of 
many that will come to the 
town as result of an agreement 
for the paper mill to take in rev­
enue from third-party-waste­
water at the treatment plant in 
Erving Center. 

The Erving Paper Mill 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 

from the mill. However, since 
2005, the paper mill has 
brought in third-party-waste­
water, or wastewater that does 
not come from the town or the 
mill. The payment that the 
selectboard received on 
Monday night was for past rev­
enues eamed from third party 
se1v1ces. 

The contract for third-party­
wastewater revenue will give 
the town of Erving 30 percent 

of the revenue, if the 

"This has been a long 
time coming, and I'm excit­
ed to finally see the first 

paper mill makes 
between $200,000 and 
$499,999 per annum, 
7.5 percent when rev-
enue is between check coming in," 

- Andy Tessier, 
selectboard chair 

$500,000 and 
$999,999, and 10 per­
cent when revenue is 

is owned by the town, but oper­
ated by the paper mill, under 
the subsidiary Erseco. The 
facility handles a small amount 
of wastewater from houses in 
Erving, as well as wastewater 

$1 million and over. 
The town will not 

receive any payments when 
revenue is under $200,000 due 
to costs to the paper mill 
involved in taking in third­
party-wastewater. The town 
will not be responsible for any 

losses incurred at the treatment 
plant. 

"It should produce annual 
revenue for the town of about 
$120,000, based on past flows 
in the wastewater treatment 
facility," said Tom Sharp, 
Erving town administrative 
coordinator. "The contract pro­
vides revenue for the town, and 
resolves a legal question." 

The town and the paper mill 
have been negotiating the issue 
of what to do with the third­
pa1ty-wastewater revenues for 
about four years, according to 
Sharp. 

"This has been a long time 
coming, and I'm excited to 
finally see the first check com­
ing in," said Andy Tessier, 
selectboard chair. 

In addition to the revenue 
sharing agreement, the select­
board also signed another 
agreement indemnifying the 
town from any responsibility if 
the paper mill wastewater treat­
ment facility is fined or if any 
other action is taken against the 

Multiple Siblings & Nuns Spell Success 
BY JOSEPH PARZYCH 
GREENFIELD - Awai·d win­
ning writer Professor Madeleine 
Blais made a: presentation a:t 
GCC in Stinchfield Hall at noon 
on March 7th, on the topic of 
"Eyewitness Storytelling." 

Blais said her father dying 
young had a: great influence on 
her, as did living across the street 
from the libraiy in Granby, MA 
early in her life. Reading the 
diaiy of Anna: Frank made an 
especially lasting impression. 

"Eyewitness Storytelling" 
began for her in 1987, when 
Blais began teaching "Diaries, 
Memoirs and Journals" a:t 
UMass. She said she begins her 
courses by laying down the law: 
"No addictions, bulimia, or other 
character flaws." She empha:-

sized the need for her students to 
focus on the whole person with a: 
strong sense of being "outside, 
looking in." 

Her tips for a successful mem­
oir - "If you want to be a: writer, 
you need to be a reader." And, 
"Almost anyone can write a: 
memoir - have as many siblings 
and nuns in your life as you can." 

Her own memoir, Uphill 
Walkers: Portrait of a Family has 
received numerous awai·ds. The 
book details her brother's st111g­
gles with bipolai· disorder and 
time spent at No1thampton State 
Hospital, according to a: GCC 
brochure. Blais has received a: 
Pulitzer Prize twice for feature 
writing while on the staff of 
Tropic Magazine of the Miami 
Herald. Her book, In These 

Girls, Hope is a Muscle, was 
published by the University of 
Massachusetts Press in 1992. 

"The difference between an 
autobiography ai1d a: memoir can 
be compai·ed to a photograph and 
a painting. The writing of the 
sto1y, rather than the story itself, 
makes the difference. It is all in 
the art; there's no credit for liv­
ing. Hist01y is at last relevant. Do 
not write the sto1y of experience, 
but tell the sto1y in your experi­
ence." 

Blais said it is a:11 right to get 
even. "If you had a third grade 
teacher that was mean, it is all 
right to write about it. The author 
is the hero. In the memoir, writers 
can make up for what happened, 
or make peace with themselves." 

After her presentation, Blais 

facility. 

Farley Address Change 
The house at 7 Maple 

Avenue in Farley may have to 
change to 9 Maple Avenue, due 
to an apaitment at the resi­
dence. The apa11ment would 
become 7 Maple Avenue, in 
order to keep the numbers in 
sequence and make it easier for 
emergency vehicles to locate 
the houses on the street. 

Jeanie Schermesser and 
B1yant Stewa1t, the residents at 
the address, are not happy with 
the process they may have to go 
through to effect the address 
change, including notifying all 
their correspondents. 
Sche1messer said the address 
has sentimental value for the 
couple, a:s well. 

The other option for Bryant 
and Sche1messer is to make a: 
driveway that extends to Route 
2 through land they own. The 
apartment would then techni­
cally be on Route 2 rather than 
Maple Avenue, so the couple 

wouldn't have to change their 
address. 
Still No Candidatt>s for Town 
Offices 

There are ctmently no candi­
dates for the openings on the 
selectboard , school committee, 
planning board and recreation 
committee in the upcoming 
elections. Monday, March 19th 
is the last day to submit nomi­
nation papers for the election. 
Anyone who wishes to run 
should contact Tom Sharp a:t 
Town Hall, 422-2800 extension 
100. 

an1~ ~ 
t~p-orln--

is looking for writers to 
cover news events, 
arts, features, etc. 

Please eaU 
(413)813-1118 

Madeleine Blais Speaks at CCC 

took questions from the audi­
ence. Tim Blagg asked about 
false memoirs. Blais discussed 

Running Wzth Scissors as a:n 
example of a work largely of fic­
tion passed off as a memoir. 
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pants. This huned out to be 
exactly where Ginny was head­
ed. 

I'd seen Ginny, a 56-year-old 
woman, at programs numerous 
times. "I'm fast," she 
announced, "but I stop often to 
catch my breath, and people 
usually catch up with me then." 

I wasn't sure how fast she 
was, so I told her I'd do my best 
to keep up. To my delight, she 
entered the state forest straight 
down the mnaway hill that is 
the main entrance, instead of 
choosing the "Friendly Trail" 
that offers a more gradual 
approach. As she leveled out at 
the bottom of the hill with me 
close behind, we began schuss­
ing past a lovely view of two 
beaver lodges across a frozen 
pond. Ginny then started a con­
versation as I skied beside her. 

"You know," she began, "this 
program has helped me so 
much. I couldn't have recov­
ered anywhere near as much as 
I have without it." 

"Oh?" I encouraged. "Tell 
me more. I spend too much time 
in the office." Ginny and I bare­
ly knew each other and I sensed 
this was about to change. 

"I used to be incredibly peo­
ple phobic," she explained. 
"I've spent years in outpatient 
clinics. Would you believe I 
used to weigh 210 pounds?" 
She took in my look of amaze­
ment and continued. "A lot of 
people on medication are over­
weight. So much of it is depres­
sion, you know? And the dmgs. 
You can't feel your feelings or 
any drive to get out and do 
things. But one day a staff per­
son at the facility heard of this 
program and brought a group of 
us out kayaking. I was teni­
fied.... and then I had a great 
time." 

I said, "I can believe that. 
Just being on the water is so 
soothing. I've seen some pattic­
ipants' problems just evaporate 
once they are sitting in a 
kayak." 

Ginny wasn't even breaking 
her stride as we skied uphill. 
She kept talking. "We went out 
in small groups, maybe five 
kayaks, and searched for blue­
benies along the shore of the 
lake. I knew one person in the 
group and started to get a little 
more comfo1table with the rest. 
It was like that every time I 
went, except now I knew the 
program leader and the life­
guard, so I was more comfo1t­
able. I love how this program 
provides buddies to go out with 

you. I was only able to talk with 
other people like myself - with 
psychiatric disabilities - you 
would not believe how isolated 
we are - until I sta1ted coming 
to Universal Access programs. I 
just hadn't been comfortable 
talking to anyone else." 

As we passed under towering 
white pines, Ginny was clearly 
happy to be sharing her 
progress. It was dawning on me 
just how incredible it was to be 
out skiing with her. Other park 
users that day 1night see two 
people out skiing with no clue 
of the profound healing process 
that led up to this ordinary 
sight. I felt 
wildly pnv1-
leged to hear 
her story. She 
spoke of her 
misdiagnosis as 
a child and how 
adult stresses of 
making ends 
meet forced a 
clearer psychi­
atric diagnosis 
followed by 
years of poor 
treatment in an 
over-medicated 
fog. Somehow 
the tranquil 
beauty of the 
forest with its 
soft blanket of 
snow held the 
story and 
allowed her 
easy access 
through it. We 
paused before 
turning onto the 
Pine Tree Trail. 

"Ginny," I 
exclaimed, "It 
is so great that 
you were able 
to keep coming 
back on your 
own!" 

She agreed. 
"I was fortunate 
to have my own car and be able 
to drive. I kept coming. The 
exercise felt so good. I tried 
cycling, hiking, winter activi­
ties... each time I struggled 
through being at·ound more new 
people, yet there were always 
the familiar friendly staff at1d 
volunteers. I got to know some 
of the other pa1ticipants who 
come regularly. Some of us 
even talk on the phone between 
programs. Gradually, I accli­
mated to people. I still have 
times though when I can't be in 
rooms with people talking loud­
ly or in crowds." 

Our conversation stopped 
while she led the way down a 
series of curving hills. When I 
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caught up with her, we contin­
ued in silence for awhile, enjoy­
ing the perfect snow conditions 
and the trees passing by. The 
Pine Tree Trail was hmling out 
to be a lovely ski loop. "I really 
enjoy speed," she continued 
evenh1ally, "in skiing and 
cycling too. It makes me feel so 
alive. The release of endorphin 
actually breaks through the flat 
line of my emotional life. My 
medications prevent me from 
feeling much range." 

This revelation, though prob­
ably obvious to social workers, 
shlnned me. Ginny was recov­
ered from her disability, or at 

The Harris Jami!J in the sleigh 

March 8, 2007 

set of tracks crossing the ski ter. This family was getting a 
trail. "Look at this - bobcat thrill just sitting on the sleigh. A 
tracks!" lanky father was folded into the 

We swung our skis and small two-seater, with a child 
stepped off the trail alongside a packed in on either side of him. 
line of rounded prints, each Mom was leaning in from out­
footpad exquisitely articulated side the sleigh. The youngest 
in the new snow. I pointed out child had remarkable presence. 
the central arched ridge She was dressed in a purple 
between the toes and the main snow outfit with a fur trimmed 
pad and the lack of claw marks hood, sparkly movie stat· stm­
that distinguish cat tracks from glasses and a perfect poker face. 
others. We adrnired the path of She wouldn't crack a snlile, 
the bobcat for a few moments amidst the giggling and laughter 
then continued our ski, swap- of the others. Out came my 
ping wild animal stories all the camera. We took a few shots, 
way back to the park headquar- then I retrieved snowmobile 
ters. Soon we were watming up hehnets from our storage shed. 

next to a It took a little while to convince 
wood stove the budding movie star to 
and chatting remove her hood for the black 
with others. bubble helmet. Soon Bryant 
When I fin- returned. Mom rode double 
ished my behind him and my patting 
sandwich, I photo was of them disappearing 
parted ways across the field into the forest. 
with the still Continuing my rounds, I 
s o c i a b I e walked to the ice skating rink 
Ginny and neat·by. The beauty of our win­
stepped back ter program is that you can 
outside into come out and explore the forest 
the cold fresh in a vat·iety of ways. The rink, 
air. however, represents possibly 

Jennifer the most inherently playful 
and Annette aspect of the program menu. 
were reh1m- Created by park staff on a wind 
ing from protected comer of the field, it 
snowshoeing, offers a safe and more reliable 
a I o n g s i d e experience far from frozen bod­
park inter- ies of water in the pat·k and 
preter Gini closer to the wanning room. A 
Traub who couple of people were out on 
has been dedi- seated ice skating sleds. The stm 
cated to was out and the lighting was 
assisting our good so I prepared to caphll'e 
prograins and more photos. 

Returningfrom a snowshoe in the woods. 

least the stuck place she had 
lived in due to how her disabili-

p r o v i d i n g In ahnost no time at all, peo­
nah1re educa- pie were drifting onto the rink. 
tion for pa1tic- Jennifer and Annette appeared, 
ipants for picked out sleds and got them­
years. Both of selves seated. I handed them the 
these young shortened hockey sticks with 
women wore picks on the ends that allow 
e n o r m o u s people to propel themselves, 
smiles. I see then hun the stick and play 
them occa- hockey with the blade end if 

sionally at programs though the they choose. A few of the pro­
year. They both have mild cog- gram staff showed up and seat­
nitive disabilities that present ed themselves on sleds too. One 
no liinitation on their capacity assisted a mother and daughter 
for ftm. I could see they were by fitting stroller bars onto the 
relishing the sense ofinvincibil- back of a sled. This girl was 
ity that snowshoeing offers as resistant to new activities and 
they nudged up the final short wouldn't stay seated. Soon her 
hill next to the building. Since mother was in the seat and the 
they were heading inside, I con- girl was pushing her around. 
tinued on to the snowmobile Jennifer and Annette called out 

ty had been managed by others. 
Yet she still had her disability 
and was actively managing her 
situation while blazing new 
trails. Clearly she had great bal­
ance in her chemistry now. This 
aspect inspired my own revela­
tion. "You know what," I 
offered spontaneously, "I have 
the exact opposite situation. 
Years ago my thyroid was 
removed." I pointed to the scat· 
on my neck. "Now I'm depen­
dent on medication in order to 
be able to ft.met.ion. Without it, I 
would drop right down into a 
flat line myself." We ma1veled 
over this briefly, then I noticed a 

loading zone. 
Here, I fotmd a family of 

four piled on and arotmd our 
snowmobile sleigh, apparently 
waiting for a ride. B1yant 
Stewatt, the park supe1visor, 
was the designated driver today. 
Though he was elsewhere at the 
moment, it didn't seem to mat-

words of encouragement to 
these newcomers. 

Quietly I stood atop a picnic 
table that had been shoveled out 
of the deep snow and fussed 
with my camera. With eight or 
so skaters on the ice, it was only 
a matter of time before hockey 

see TRAIL pg 11 
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G-M School Budget in Flux 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - At 
Tuesday night's budget sub­
committee meeting, members 
of the Gill-Montague school 
committee received reports 
from G-M business manager 
Lynn Bassett about progress in 
whittling away at the deficit in 
the present year's operating 
budget, along with alarming 
increases in projections for the 
coming school year budget. 

In fiscal '07, the school 
year currently in progress, the 
business office had forecast an 
unanticipated deficit of 
$498,278 earlier in the budget 
cycle, due to a spike in school 
choice placements out of the 
district, which added an addi­
tional $227,027 in school 
choice expenses midway 
through the term. A deficit in 
the cost of running the 
school's special education pro­
gram (SPED), including an 

-increase in the contract for 
mnning the in-house Old Mill 
program and the cost of trans­
portation for SPED sh1dents 
needing services out of dis­
trict, added another $270,000 
to the deficit in '07. 

Offsetting all this red ink, a 
budget freeze at the school has 
resulted in a savings of 
$55,000 in supplies, and more 
savings may still be eked out 
of materials' budgets before 
the last day of school in June. 
The consolidation of principal 
positions in the school district 
resulted in a savings to the 
cunent year's operating budg­
et of $100,776. Due to some 
deparh1res, and some hires of 

TRAIL 
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took over. It sta1ted with small 
shots to one net and soon 
merged with eve1yone fornring 
teams and establishing two 
goalies. Looking out at the 
scene, eve1yone, whether or not 
they had a disability, was 
engaged in chasing the puck. 
Disability just disappeared off 
the ice that afternoon as the 
game took over. 

In the middle of it all though, 
I had to marvel at Jennifer's 
unique approach to the puck. 
Instead of holding the small 
hockey stick midway down the 
shaft as eve1yone else did, she 
held it by the blade end and 
stabbed the puck from above 
with the pick points. In this 
position, she would shove the 
puck toward the goal with occa­
sional success. I'd never seen 
anyone do this before and it 
strnck me as a wonderful inno­
vation for it allowed her to 
elinrinate hand movements and 
accomplish both self propul­
sion and shooting with the same 
grip position. 

As sled hockey continued, I 
noticed the snowmobile return­
ing across the field. Back to the 
landing zone I went, driven by 
curiosity. It was this family's 

staff who do not require health 
insurance from the district, 
Bassett cautiously projected a 
savings of$125,000 in the line 
item for health benefits. And 
despite the severe cold in 
recent weeks, the mild sta1t to 
winter may yet result in a sav­
ings in heating costs for the 
schools of around $20,000. 
Adding in a number of 
smaller amounts, Bassett 
said the '07 deficit had 
been whittled down to 
around $18,000. 

would have required large 
increases in assessments to the 
town of Montague and Gill, 
but those numbers are about to 
increase significantly, if the 
recommendations of the budg­
et subcommittee to add nearly 
$125,000 to the preliminary 
budget are approved by the 
entire school committee on 

The increase in state 
Chapter 70 aid - $60,000 -

"We're looking good," 
Bassett said. 

Until next year. Acting 
on a motion by Michael 
Langknecht, the school 
committee decided to 
depart from the practice 
of recent years and devel­
op a budget that reflects 

for next year is a drop in the 
bucket, more than offset by 

steady increases in the cost of 
school choice tuition out of 

the district - $475,000 above 
last year's total - and charter 

school tuition, up $150,000 
the costs of meeting the 
state and federal man­
dates, and achieving 
improvements in MCAS 
scores required by the 
DOE to keep the G-M 
schools off the state 
watch list for needing 
improvement. In most recent 
budget cycles, the GMRSD 
has asked for a level services 
budget, with only minor staff 
additions, but this year they 
are asking for a full-time cur­
riculum director, additional 
reading specialists, and other 
staff increases. 

Consequently, the school 
co11l11littee approved a prelimi­
nary '08 operating budget on 
January 29th in the amount of 
$17,414,562. This amount 

first visit to our program. The 
young movie star's older broth­
er, Nathan, has autism. It isn't 
typical for kids with autism to 
leap into the snowmobile on 
their first day. The noise and the 
smell are usually too over­
whelming for their sensitive 
sensory capacity. Would this 
fa1nily be returning like others 
in an elated state or would they 
be tending an emotional out­
burst? 

Elation of the highest order 
won out. Nathan, it turned out, 
had a passion for anything 
motorized. His mother was 
ecstatic. "This is the first time 
we've been able to share unin­
te111.1pted fim time as a family!" 
she gushed. "We all had such a 
great time! At the same time! 
You have no idea what this 
means to us!" 

This was true, I mused, I had 
no idea what it meant, yet I was 
fa1niliar with her joy. Families 
that show up for assisted recre­
ation experiences discover a 
whole new dimension - almost 
tmexpectedly they are able to 
have fun together, to forget 
about the constant burden of 
physical care or behavioral dis­
mption and let go into the realm 
of shared enjoyment. By com­
bining park staff, contracted 
outdoor leaders and volunteers, 

from last year. 

figures provided by 
- Lynn Bassett 

GMRSD Business Manager 

March 13th. 
Bassett said the increase is 

being driven by three factors: 
the budget released by 
Governor Patrick on February 
28th, a lawsuit by a subcon­
tractor of the TFHS building 
project, and the loss of poten­
tial savings from the elemen­
tary school consolidation vote, 
rescinded in February. The 
total $98,000 the district had 
hoped to save by closing half 
of Hillcrest is not all lost, 

the Universal Access Program 
provides ordina1y yet amazing 
oppo1tunities in Massachusetts 
state and urban parks. 
Individuals, families and 
groups with disabilities are 
experiencing supportive recre­
ation where the quality of their 
lives can take a quanhnn leap. 

My own experience of the 
day was about to take a quan­
hun leap. Tom McCa1thy, the 
mastermind behind and the 
director of the Universal Access 
Program, rolled up in his power 
wheelchair. He was making his 
first and probably only appear­
ance at a program this season. 
Tom, a landscape architect by 
trade and a polio survivor, not 
only directs the program but 
somehow keeps money flowing 
in our direction from deep with­
in government bureaucracy. 
Without this relatively consis­
tent funding, only those who 
could enjoy the state forest 
entirely on their own with their 
own equipment would be out 
enjoying this fine winter day. 

Tom rolled up alongside the 
sleigh. B1yant and I spotted him 
from front and back while he 
transfeITed himself in. On went 
the required helmet. We placed 
cushions on either side of him 
for comfo1t and stability and a 
blanket over his lap for wa1mth. 

however, because superinten­
dent Sue Gee has deternrined 
that the one teacher position 
that had been projected to be 
saved by school consolidation 
can still be saved due to 
declining school enrollment. 

Bassett said the Governor's 
budget had contained disap­
pointing regional transporta­

tion reimbursement figures, 
calculated at 65% of the dis­
trict's ach1al costs, rather 
than the 75% they had been 
encouraged by legislators to 
factor into the '08 budget. 
She said the increase in 
state Chapter 70 aid, 
$60,000, for next year is "a 
drop in the bucket," more 
than offset by steady 
increases in the cost of 
school choice out (calculat­
ed at $475,000 above last 
year) and charter school 
h1ition (up $150,000). 

Bassett said the school 
district is being sued for 
$100,000 over a dispute 
about hours worked and 
compensation received by 
one subcontractor who 

worked on the high school -
middle school renovation proj­
ect, and the GMRSD had to set 
aside funds in the event that 
suit was settled adversely. 

These recommended 
increases to the '08 budget, if 
approved by the entire school 
co11l11littee, will lead to pro­
posed increases in school 
assessments to the towns of 
Montague of $1,078,226 (a 
14.4% increase) and Gill of 
$216,868 (a 16.5% increase). 

Behind the plastic wind screen 
in the open air sleigh, Tom sig­
naled he was ready to go. 
B1yant motioned for me to hop 
on the back of the snowmobile. 
We put on helmets and with a 
rev of the throttle, we were off, 
leaving the wheelchair sitting 
empty on the deck. 

Though I prefer the tranquil­
ity and exercise of my own 
effo1t to the roar of engines on 
the trail, I gladly take a snow­
mobile ride each season. It is 
how I can best tmderstand and 
c01mnunicate what the experi­
ence is that we provide to oth­
ers. Occasionally on a straight­
away free of skiers, B1yant 
gave the throttle an extra twist, 
pulling us backwards in our 
seats with the fo1ward thmst of 
the machine. I smiled. Knowing 
Tom would be undergoing sur­
ge1y in a few weeks, this was 
B1yant's tmspoken gift. Like 
Nathan, both B1yant and Tom 
are fans of most things motor­
ized. We rode a few miles, tour­
ing the tornado damage from 
the previous su11l11ler. Along the 
way in my own reverie, I 
enjoyed the sensations of the 
rising and falling of the land­
scape and waving to skiers as 
we slowed down to pass. Tom 
was grinning from ear to ear. 
By the time we rehllned, the 

Bassett said the town officials 
from Gill have said they can 
afford no increase in school 
assessment this year without 
an override of the levy limit, 
whereas Montague officials 
are seeking a maximum 
increase in the school budget 
of $350,000 for '08. 

The budget subcommittee 
meeting got off to a rocky 
start, as school co11l11littee 
chair Mary Kociela pressed 
subcommittee chair Valeria 
Smith to use the meeting to 
address the fate of elementary 
school reconfiguration, in the 
wake of February's vote by the 
entire committee to rescind 
their December 19th, 2006 
decision to close part of 
Hillcrest School and expand 
Montague Center to a K - 5 
school. Smith tried to keep the 
meeting to an agenda focused 
strictly on the budget. 

"I was thinking we were 
going to talk about next 
steps," said Kociela. "Are we 
even saying we are going to 
close a school by September? 
Are we going to move 
[Montague] sixth graders to 
the Middle School? That feels 
ve1y connected to the budget." 

Committee member 
Michael Langknecht coun­
seled patience, saying "There 
was a well-defined body of 
infom1ation that was deemed 
to be necessary," to advance 
the school reconfiguration 
decision. "There is a process 
underway to determine the 
missing information." 

program staff was packing up 
equipment and the last few par­
ticipants were saying goodbye. 

It was the end of another 
exhilarating four hour winter 
program, held weekly at 
Wendell State Forest, blessed 
by sun and good snow condi­
tions and most of all the wa1m 
and welcoming hearts of a vari­
ety of people who dedicate 
themselves to helping others 
enjoy the outdoors year round. 
This particular program is free. 
Others may have low fees asso­
ciated with them. To find out 
more or get involved, contact 
Tom McCa1thy at 413-545-
5353 or Marcy Marchello at 
413-545-5758. A statewide 
accessible recreation calendar 
is published twice a year, that 
includes other programs in the 
Connecticut River Valley area. 

Marcy Marchello coordi­
nates inclusive outdoor recre­
ation opportunities for people 
with disabilities in 
Massachusetts state and urban 
parks. She, Tom, and B1yant 
work for the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation. For more infor­
mation on parks and programs, 
check out www.mass.gov/dcr 
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SALLOOM MAKES IT TO THE SHEA 
BY DAVID BRULE 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
crowd was building Saturday 
night at the Shea. Roger Salloom 
was there to play a benefit con­
ceit to raise funds for the theater, 
and people were showing up: 
some hard-core Salloomheads, 
others vaguely familiar with his 
free concert reputation at the 
Pines, and others looking to 
liven up a late winter Saturday 
night. Me, I was headed for a 
reunion with my old friend. 

The evening was to feature an 
award-winning documenta1y on 
Roger's life, So Glad I Made It, 
followed by a bit of Q & A with 
filmmaker Chris Sautter, then a 
set by Roger himself. They did­
n't mention the prelude on the 
program, because it was a pri­
vate showing, playing in my 
head. It featured a couple of 
ymmg guys in the summer of 
'65. Maybe this prelude could be 
called "Roger and Me." That 
was the year our paths crossed, 
before either of us was famous. 
I'm still not famous, by a long 
shot, not even working on it, and 
Roger's making something of a 
living out of being the least 
famous Best Songwriter in 
America. 

The prelude struts (this pri­
vate showing) when I got my 
ticket out of Tumers for that 
summer long ago, finally escap­
ing years of working on tobacco, 
by landing a dish-washing job in 
a homestyle restaurant in 
Provincetown nm by a Millers 
Falls family, Wes Felton, his 
wife Mildred and son Richard. 
Roger was working on getting 
out of Worcester that same sum­
mer, and om· paths were about to 
intersect. He actually wrote a 
song called "Gotta Get Out of 
Worcester" that dallied with pop 
cha1t fame, but didn't quite make 
it big .. 

The Feltons ran one of the 
three top restaurants in P-town in 
those days, The Cottage, and it 
was wildly popular, with waiting 
lines out the door and dO\,vn 
Commercial Street. Province­
town in those days was an eclec­
tic mix of a1tists, writers, 
Portuguese fishing families, folk 
musicians, and a small but grow­
ing gay community. You could 
catch Nina Simone at the 
Atlantic House, the Jim Kweskin 
Jug Band at the Blues Bag, 
maybe even Mississippi John 
Htut. If you were lucky you 
could see a drnnk and pugna­
cious Nonnan Mailer get tossed 
out of a bar on his rurngant arse. 

My best friend Rod Bergeil and 
I, imagining bohemian adven­
ttu·es like those of Jack Kerouac 
and Neal Cassady, had to be 
there to make that P-town 
scene. So I took the job washing 
dishes at Felton's. 

I could see the harbor out my 
window through the steam of 
my dishwasher. It sure beat 
picking tobacco in Whately. It 
was clean. This is when Roger 
showed up. He managed to get 
a job as busboy at the Felton's. 
So right away, he outranked me. 
Usually it seemed like I was just 
getting ahead of my duty dishes 
pile when Roger would show up 
with another mountain of dishes 
and silverwru·e for me. As testi­
mony to his deep humanity and 
tmderstanding of this repetitive 
indignity (his words, not mine), 
he'd dtunp the new mess of 
breakfast or dilmer plates full of 
table scraps, maple syrnp and 
cigru·ette butts in my comer and 
gently apologize. It trnly con­
cerned him to have to be doing 
this, but we both needed the 
money. That was the begilming 
of a wonderful friendship. 

We hit it off right away, even 
though Roger was one station 
above me in the kitchen caste 
system. We managed to rent a 
place not far from the restau­
rant, a converted bru·bershop, 
and settled in. We were on the 
verge of startiI1g the musical 
bohemian stunmer of our lives. 
Already at that time, Roger had 
a crowd of musician friends and 
a lot of them were in 
Provincetown, drawn by the 
folk scene and the lifestyle in 
this village set between the 
dunes and the sea. Eve1y 
evening after work, a jam ses­
sion got going, with Roger in 
the middle of it plus anybody 
else with a blues harp or guitar 
who happened to be in town at 
the tune. Roger would wham 
away on his guitar, and he belt­
ed out his music, lots of 
Leadbelly, blues, and lilting bal­
lads he wrote himself. 
Musically, I was way out of my 
league, having left my piano 
accordian back in Turners. 
Besides, all I could get it to play 
were polkas and marches. 
Definitely not cool in the age of 
Bob Dylan, Joan Baez and John 
Hammond. 

It was a wonderful stunmer 
to be alive, footloose and a year 
out of high school, keeping the 
harsh realities of the wru· and 
politics at ann's length for a 
while longer. Roger was just 

Roger SaUoom 
sta1ting out, wondering about 
which road he would take, just 
beginning to try to find some 
answers, taking some newly 
discovered trnths around to 
show the rest of us tlu-ough his 
songs. The reel flickers out in 
black and white, and in the blink 
of an eye, it's fo1ty years later ... 

I'm sitting in Tumers again, 
the applause growiI1g as the real 
movie starts. It does blend with 
the renm in my mind, the flash­
back over, ru1d it's tracing the 
yom1g Roger tlu·ough his fo1ma­
tive years, skipping the P-town 
prut. As the film evolves, the 
portrait of an original artist 
emerges. On many levels, it's a 
fascinating and entertaining 
film about makillg music and 
it's all about Roger. His endear­
ing quirks, non sequittus, obtt1se 
musings where he finds humor 
and irony the rest of us miss. 
Lots of vintage Roger and his 
music, the personality melding 

with the talent so many in the 
Valley have loved. 

What also emerges is the por­
trait of a musician in the some­
what reluctant pursuit of elusive 
frune and recognition. The path 
to success in the music business 
was going to take a feru·some 
toll, and the movie leads us to 
wonder if this is what Roger 
really wants. The fihnmaker cap­
tt1res the questioning part of 
Roger's psyche and the paradox 
of his musical life thus far: does 
the songwriter, composer-poet, 
dreamer and seer sacrifice 
health, self-esteem and family to 
meet the requfrements of fame? 
The film poses the question of 
what happens to an a1tist who 
won't sell out. A really existen­
tial snuggle between the a1tist 
and life's conu·adictions: choices 
about self-preservation, integri­
ty, family, his two sons. A 
"musical John Belushi" by his 
own admission, in his yotmger 
days, then withdrawal and self­
exile with a yeruning for fame. 
The burden of exceptional gifts 
and talent, deep sensitivity and 
constant self-questioning. The 
fihn asks where this search will 
lead and drive him. He has sur­
vived the whfrlwind and treach­
erous whfrlpool of the perilous, 
reckless times that devoured and 
spit out the empty shells of 
many young musicians. He 
experienced the San Francisco 
music scene, shru·iI1g bills with 
the likes of Janis Joplin, 

Creedence Clea1water Revival, 
Santana, Procol Hamm. And 
somehow stuvived. 

His destiny led him back to 
his roots in Massachusetts where 
he raised his two boys as a sin­
gle pru·ent. He made the right 
choices, placiI1g family and his 
kids' quality of life before his 
cru·eer, then drifted into self­
imposed exile and obscurity as 
an rutist. 

An interesting com1terpoint 
chosen by the filmmaker 
involves Marshall Chess, of 
Chess Records who played god­
father early in Roger's career, 
promoting hin1, and encouraging 
him to keep writing and looking 
for a break. Sautter brings hiln 
back near the end of the flilll, 
now much older, white-haiI·ed 
and philosophical, and in a con­
versation with Roger he lays out 
some new realities about the 
recordiI1g industiy. It's the eter­
nal paradox: the times they are 
a 'changing. Marketing, the 
internet, CD sales and concerts, 
it's a new game, eve1yone sta1ts 
from scratch. 

The fihn brings us full cfrcle 
by the conclusion, with a wiser, 
whilnsical and still crazy Roger, 
back to fluting with fame, ever 
the reluctant suitor, still the poet 
savoring the lyrical quality of 
his life, day by day. 
Philosophical about the price he 
paid, musing about the ride so 
far. A survivor. In his own 
words, "So glad I made it." 

Baked in Wendell 7:30 p.m.) a fantastic bake sale table at the back 
of the hall still managed to do a steady business 
tlu·oughout the evening, as people dt'ifted in from 
the Deja Brew with little room to spare for a late 
dessert. Proceeds from the bake sale also benefit­
ed the Montague Reporter. Our thanks to all who 
conti·ibuted toothsome delicacies, including 
Linda Carey, Suzette Snow-Cobb, Pat Carlisle, 
Leslie Brown, Kiln Whittaker, Alme Hru·ding, 
Lyn Clark, David Detmold, Patricia Pmitt, 
Joanne Potee, Beth Fell'efra, Cori Urban, Molly 
Kaynor, Jonathan and Susru1 von Ranson and 
Katie Nolan and Josh Heinemann. So mru1y 
baked goods were donated, we held a second 
bake sale the following morning at the Food City, 
where we narrowly missed a late conti'ibution 
from the Gill Gotu1net, Joseph A. Parzych. 
(Could it have been his sinfully delicious sti·aw­
beny rhubru·b cheesecake? Or perhaps a desse1t 
none of us had ever heard of before? Stay ttmed 
for the next Montague Reporter bake sale to find 
out!) 

The Montague Reporter was proud to be the 
beneficia1y of this month's Full Moon 
Coffeehouse in Wendell. We'd like to take this 
oppo1tunity to thank the orgruiizers of the event, 
Coffeehouse sponsor Dean's Beans, and 
Markamusic, the fantastic Amherst-based Latin 
band that played two sets and an extended encore 
to the dancing room only crowd. The band fea­
tt1red the hot puertorriqueno rhythm section of 
Alt Clinton on electric upright bass, Ahmed 
Gonzalez on congas and flute, and Rene 
Gonzalez on dt1m1S and timbales. They made the 
mix cook with a syncopated salsa beat. Joining 
them on stage were Pemvian guitarist Freddy 
Chapelliquen, Guatemalan Julio Guru·cax on 
zampona (Pan pipes) and chru·ango (little tiny 
lute), and Jaime Cachiguango from Ecuador, 
who played zampona, charango and quena 
(Andean flute). This Pan-Atnerican world beat 
band offered an eclectic mix of ttmes, from rock­
ing Cuban nunbas to spicy Andean love songs, 
and eve1ything in between, including at least one 
stretched-out Santana number. 

Almost eclipsed by the music, if not by the 
tmusual portents in the heavens (where a full 
hmar eclipse was in progress m1til a little past 

The Montague Reporter is a non-profit, com­
mmlity owned newspaper. We rely on the suppott 
of the c01nmmlity for vohmteer wi'iters, proof­
readers, and bakers to keep the paper coming to 
your door each week. Thanks to all who helped 
make the weekend such a success, including 
many we have inadve1tently forgotten to name. 

.ADIATOR = l(USTO.M 
r---------, 
I • BAKER===-> I 
I Office Supply I 
I 20% Off Beanpod Candles I Plastic - Aluminum - Copper - Brass 

DlATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l Domci1tic ,. 
ooling Rte. 2, (JJl! 

:tern 863-4049 l-800-439-4049 
. . . 

----Montague, MA----

A u to Body 
& Collision 
413-863-3780 

I 100% Soy Candles • Many Scents and Shes! I 
310 Main Street I www.bakerofficesupply.com Greenfield I 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POUGE LOG 

Disturbing the Peace and other Matters 
Fliday2-23 
10:22 p.m. After a motor vehicle 
stop on Tumers Falls Road,-

for operating with a revoked 
license and registration not in pos­
session. 

Monday2-26 
6:53pm 

- was ,mested on a 
default wammt. 

was arrested on a 
default wammt. 

10:21 p m. After a motor vehicle 
stop on Tmners Falls Road at 
Hatche1y Road, 

as 
affested and charged with a num­
ber plate violation, unregistered 
motor vehicle, lllilicensed opera­
tion, uninsured motor vehicle, 
operating with a revoked registra­
tion, and no inspection sticker. 

Saturday 3-3 
1 :07 a.m Repo1t of a neighbor dis­
turbance at a Maple Street address. 

I was affested and 
charged ·with distlllbing the peace, 
disorderly conduct, malicious 
destruction of property over $250, 
and resisting airest. 

Sunday3-4 
3:01 p.m While assisting another 
agency at a Chestnut Street 
address, police an-ested-

censed operation of a motor vehi­
cle. 

Monday3-5 
9:45 a.m After a motor vehicle 

Road in 

anested on a straight wairant. 

Monologues Raise 
Awareness on Sexual Assault 

nection between women 
and their bodies so they 
can become their own best 
defenders and, as such, the 
best educators on the sub-

sexual assault against 
women, until shame and 
confosion go away and ai·e 
replaced by human dignity 
ai1d tmth. 

ject of sexual assault. Men Any woman who is for­
ai·e sexually assaulted, too, tllllate enough to be 
but the responsibility for ainong the women who 
raising awai·eness has fall- have not been sexually 
en to women by default. assaulted should raise her 

Four Arrested at Entergy VY Headquarters 

SHARON HORTON 
TURNERS FALLS - I 
attended the Vagina 
Monologues at the Shea 
Theatre on Sllllday after­
noon, March 4th. It was 
what you would think it 
would be - women talking 
about their vaginas. I wish 
I asked my paitner to go 
with me, because the per­
fomiance wasn't just about 
vaginas. It wasn't even 
about sexuality. It was 
about raising public aware­
ness on the issue of sexual 
assault against women, an 
awareness that can be 
raised only by telling indi­
vidual stories. It was about 
restoring the broken con-

Why talk about vagi- voice for the sake of the 
nas, per se? Why not talk rest, some of whom have 
about sexual assault not found their voices yet. 
directly? Because the What would you say if 
sanctity of sexuality and you could raise your 
the human body are cen- voice? You could simply 
tral to the issue of sexual tell the sto1y of your own 
assault. We have to heai· unique sexuality experi­
the word vagina spoken ence. You could deliver 
aloud to become aware of your own 'Vagina 
the severity of the issue of Monologue.' 

BY EESHA WILLIAMS 
BRATTLEBORO - On Monday 
morning, March 5th, at 6 a.m., Daniel 
Sicken and Elizabeth Wood of 
Dummerston, VT, Jane Newton of 
Londondeny, VT, and John Ward of 
Gill, MA mounted a 32-foot ladder 

onto the roof of the headqua1ters of 
Entergy Vem1ont Yankee, and 
unfurled a banner calling for the clo­
sure of the 34-year old Vennont 
Yankee Nuclear Plant. All four people 
were a1Tested by the Brattleboro 
police on charges of trespassing. 

Religious Services 
Baptist 
Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver 
Street, Greenfield, 77 4-6438 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7 
p.m. Youth BibleClubat6:45p.m. 

First Baptist Church of Turners 
Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-
9083 
Sundayatl 1 a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Christian klenw 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 
110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-
9765 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesday at 7 :30 p.m. 

Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 
25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-

8514 Sundayatl0a.m. 

Congregatlonal 
Gill Congregational Church, 
Main Rd., 863-8613 Sunday at 
10a.m. 
First Congregational Church, 19 
Bridge St., Millers Falls, 659-3430 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Bible study Wed. at 7 p.m 

EplNopal 
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 
Seventh and Prospect St., Turners, 
863-4602 
Sundayat9 a.m. 

Friends (Quakers) 
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-
9188 
Sundayat 1 0a.m. 

Jewish 
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St., 
Greenfield, 773-5884 

Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of 
the month) and Saturday at 9:30 
a.m.; schedule does vary, it is 
advisable to call in advance 

Lutheran 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 23 
Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242 
Sunday at 10:30a.m. 

Nondenomlnatlonal 
Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners, 
863-2771 
Sunday at 1 Oa.m. and 6 p.m., and 
Wednesdayat6:30p.m. 

National Spiritual Alliance 
2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant, 
367-0138 Sundayatl p.m. 

UnityinthePioneerValleyChurch 
401 Chapman Street, Guiding 
Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday 
atl0a.m. 

Ro111an CathoHc 

Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K. 
St., Turners, 863-4 7 48 
Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.; 
Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m.; 
Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday­
Fridayat 5:30 p.m. 
(Confession one half hour prior to 
mass) 

St. Anne's, J St., Turners, 863-
4678 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and daily at 7 
a.m. through February 
St. John's, 5 Church St., Millers 
Falls, 659-3435 
Saturdayat4:15p.m.andSunday 
at8:30a.m. 

St. Mary's of the Assumption, 80 
Seventh St., Turners, 863-2585 
Saturday at 4 p.m. and weekdays 
at 7 a.m. through October 

Salvatlon Army 
72 Chapman St., Greenfield, 
773-3154 Sundayatll a.m. 

Unitarian UnhrersaHst 
All Souls, 399 Main St., 
Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at 
10:30a.m. 

First Parish Unitarian, Main St., 
Northfield, 498-5566 
Sunday at 10:30a.m. 

United Chursh of Christ 
Evangelical Congregational 
Church (UCC), 11 Church St., 
Erving (978) 544-8658 

First Congregational Church 
(UCC),4 North St.,MontagueCtr., 
367-9467 Sundayatl0a.m. 

First Congregational Church of 
Turners Falls (UCC), 148 L St., 
Turners, 863-9844, Sunday at 
9:30a.m. 

Contact the Reparterto add 
your service. 

" 'C _ __. 
Geri Johnson s~okin' H~ppo 

A Family Restaurant and Barliec:ue 

ookhl~~ 
S6 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKf.K 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

C Al J New Hours, up V oe Wirele&l5 

Espresso ♦ Cappuccino ♦ Lattes ~£Ji') Internet 

• Great Casua{ Atmopfure ~ t..., 

• Crear cc![fec,_pasrrics. ;.:, • M-F 6-2 
and 6realjast served a(( day. Sat. 7 _ 2 

• De{; sandwiches and' wr'!:Ps arc S 8-2 
avai(a6(ejor (u11ch. un. 

111 Avenue A, Turners Fans, MA 01376/ (413} 863·2&JO / Zach Fellows• Owner 

~CRB, CRS, GRJ 
Seniors 

Real Estate 
Support 

Ge11 Johnson & Assonatfs 
REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax(413)863-9739 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Montague, MA 01351 

~ EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

lnfraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

20 f-/rcnch King Highway 
Erving, Ma 01344-4444 
Phone, (4B) 42.'i-'.\220 

More Than Just Great Barbecue! 
' Full Regular Menu & Liquor License 

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 11·9 • Sunday 12·8 
/,ocal Photographs and Hippo Paintings also availahle 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
•We Accept All 

Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Straightening 

LOCAL PICK-UP 
& DELIVERY 

Mass Repair Shop #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 

Quality Worlc on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

r~ 
. . 
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RECYCLE 
continued from pg 1 

transfer station open two extra 
days a week. 

Ameen said towns often opt to 
get out of the curbside recycling 
and trash pick-up business 
because of the hidden cost of 
workers' compensation. She said 
the slipping and falling, bending 
and hauling associated with the 
job was "bmtal" on the workers. 
Bergeron said he had one 
recycling trnck driver out on 
workers comp presently. 

Ameen estimated it would 
cost the tovm of Montague 
$150,000 a year to contract with a 
private company to pick up 
curbside recyclables. 

GILL 
continued from pg 1 

and destroyed crops behind, it's 
teenagers. Well, police chief 
David Hastings figures they ai·e 
mostly teenagers, probably some 
twenty year olds too, and they ai·e 
making use of the secluded 
comer of town to "whoop and 
holler and raise some hell." 

Melnick said, "We don't want 
tl1em driving on our land. It's one 
thing when you have com, at 
$500 an acre." But Melnick said 
the pa1tners are now thinking 
about planting the fe1tile 
bottotnlai1d in sod, and sod is 
worth $5,000 to $10,000 an acre. 

Tim Sto1rnw, who farms 
nearby on River Road, asked, 
"You don't have a problem ·with 
people walking or htmting or 
cross count:Iy skiing on the land? 
That's why you haven't posted 
it...?" 

Patterson said posting tl1e land 
would only keep the honest 
people out, and they have no 
quatTel with people using the 
land for these kind of recreational 
pastimes. But the scattered beer 
bottles, vandalized fann 
equipment, and all te1rnin vehicle 
t:I·acks across their cropland tell of 
other pastimes being pursued 
there, and these are tl1e activities 
tl1e farmers want the town to help 
them put a stop to. 

Hastings said he did not have 
the manpower to patrol the 
secluded section. "The only time 

SINCE 1888 

Board of health chair Jay 
DiPucchio, who airived at the 
second floor meeting room toting 
two blue plastic recycling bins 
filled with a week's wo1ih of 
bottles, papers, plastic, cans and 
cardboai·d, wondered whether the 
town could pick up recyclables 
eve1y other week, to save money 
on the program, but Bergeron 
said there was barely enough 
room in the tmcks for the weekly 
amount of material they were 
cuffently hauling. 

DiPucchio then gave a display 
of what he thought would be a 
common practice for disposing of 
recyclables if the town abandons 
curbside pickup. He opened a 
lai·ge black plastic 'garbage' bag 
ai1d dumped the contents of both 

we drive that way is to get down 
to Camp Road. It's sho1ter that 
way." Highway superintendent 
Mick Laclaire said, "The only 
thing I can think of is to put up a 
fence of some sort." But Mehlick 
and Patterson were not keen on 
tl1e expense of putting up even a 
single rail fence along the 1,000s 
of feet of open land, and Hastings 
tl1ought the int111ders would still 
drive right through even if they 
did. LaClaire pointed out that the 
town had techtlically closed off 
that st:I·etch of River Road and 
Pisgah Mountain Road for the 
winter, and plowed up a deep 
benn of snow to prevent access, 
"But the off-roaders consider it a 
point of pride to drive right over 
it." 

Stoffow brought up the 
possibility of the town 
discontinuing the road, allowing 
it to reve1t to the suffotmding 
landowners, including Patterson 
and Melnick. "Most of the land 
down tl1at way is in permanent 
protection," including 167 acres 
controlled by the Depa1tment of 
Environmental Management, 
called the Stacy Mountain 
Preserve. Complicating this 
suggestion is the fact that Cowl's 
Lumber owns some forestland 
along the stretch of road tmder 
discussion, which they are 
actively harvesting. 

Another factor to consider, 
Patterson said, is that the faimers 
have reserved one two-acre 
house lot along River Road, 
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his bins into it. "Not in eve1y 
instance ain I going to make the 
trip to the transfer station. We're 
all going to be doing this on 
Central Street, filling these bags. I 
just can't see sending tllis stuff to 
the lai1dfill or the incinerator. It 
isn't right." 

Fo1mer finance committee 
member Mike Naughton said, 
"It's obvious to me that [the 
DPW] was asked to find 
someplace in their budget to cut, 
ai1d tllis is the only thing you 
have left to put on tl1e table. You 
can't keep asking depaitments to 
cut 3% - 5% a year. We have to 
figure something else out." 

Precinct 5 town meeting 
member Chris Sawyer-Laucanno 
said he was a proponent of 

where one of them, or one of 
tl1eir children, hopes to someday 
build a house, to become pait of a 
self-sustaining faim. 

The town also happens to own 
one acre ofland at the very end of 
River Road, which historically 
tenninated at the Stacy Ferry 
Landing, one of the crossing 
points to No1ihfield prior to the 
cons1:I11ction of the French King 
Bridge. The town land is now 
completely smrnunded by 
Melnick and Patterson' acreage. 
It was once used as a bmsh 
dump, but can now only be 
accessed by a dirt lane through 
tl1e fa1m fields. Still, Hastings 
tl1ought it nlight complicate the 
police department's ability to 
keep 1:1·espassers off the property, 
since they could, perhaps, make a 
claim in court that they were just 
1:Iying to reach the one acre of 
land owned by the town. 

Town assessor Greg Snedeker, 
who with his wife Kathy actively 
use the area for cross count:Iy 
skiing and daily walks with their 
dog, warned Melnick and 
Patterson to be cai·eful how they 
proceeded with the idea of the 
town abandoning the road, for if 
it revetted to private prope1ty, the 
farmers would no longer have the 
road frontage necessaiy to 
qualify for a building lot. 

Even with all these 
complicating factors, selectboai·d 
members Ann Banash and 
Leland Stevens thought it rnight 
be wo1thwhile bringing the 

cw-bside recycling. He said some 
of his neighbors would not be 
able to get to the transfer station. 
He suggested another increase in 
the cost of trash sticker fees to 
cover the program's deficit. 

"There's a lot of trash arotmd 
Montague. When the trash sticker 
program staited, we had a lot of 
trash dumped on the Montague 
Plains. [Recycling} is a Green 
tiling to do, and it benefits the 
town," he said. 

Building inspector David 
Jensen estimated it would be a 
ten-nlile trip for him to reach the 
transfer station from Lake 
Pleasant. He estimated the 
citizens of Montague as a whole 
would wind up paying something 
on the order of$150,000 a yeai· in 

matter to town meeting, after 
researching the possibility of 
closing the road with town 
counsel. They said the town 
would need to have an easement 
to reach their property, and police 
and fire would need a key to any 
gate that 1night be installed. 

Patterson and Melnick said 
they would continue to grant 
pennission for recreational use of 
the land tmder those 
circumstances, as long as the 
recreation was of the non­
motorized, non-alcoholic variety. 
They said they would want to 
preserve tl1e right to build on the 
one building lot on the land. 

Adnlinist:I·ative assistant Deb 
Roussel said she would research 
the possibilities with town 
cotmsel Donna McNichol and 
report back to the boai·d in two 
weeks. 

In other news 
The town is hoping for waim 

weather soon, for a number of 
reasons, not least the need to get 
a fresh coat of paint on the town 
hall. The Franklin Comity 
sheriff's department prisoner 
work program has promised to 
supply the labor, Renaissance 
Builders has offered use of 
scaffolding, and Laclaire is 
reseai·ching the best cost on paint. 
A brief discussion on the choice 
of color for the building reached 
a swift conclusion: wllite. 

Laclaire is also pricing out 
power wash mlits, not only for 
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added fuel costs to reach the 
transfer station on weekly trips in 
individual vehicles. 'The town 
doing this for us has a particulai· 
value. The immediate problem is 
we're sho1t of money. The other 
problem is this solution pushes 
tl1e cost to the taxpayer," Jensen 
said. 

Montague health agent Gina 
McNeely said, "Illegal dumping 
has ce1tainly increased in the last 
six years or so. Anything tl1at 
discourages people from putting 
tl1eir trash out for curbside scares 
the heck out of me." 

Les Cromack Slllllllled things 
up. "The taxpayers and the 
residents ai·e going to beai· the 
bnmt of this no matter what we 
do." II 
washing the exterior of town hall, 
but also for keeping highway 
equipment free of salt and grease. 
Although they are twice as 
expensive, boai·d member Leland 
Stevens recommended going 
with a hot water spray unit, rather 
than a cold water one. 

Laclaire said his depaitment 
has voltmtarily assumed 
responsibility for plowing and 
sanding at the Gill Elementa1y 
School. "We drove by [ during a 
recent stonn] at 8 a m. and 
noticed they hadn't plowed yet. 
They hadn't even called us." 
Appai·ently, the Gill-Montague 
schools' plow 1:Iuck is out of 
colllllllssion, Laclaire said. 
"We're just going to plow it from 
now on." 

The boai·d appointed Tupper 
Brown to the zoning boai·d of 
appeals, gratefolly. The town will 
extend its contract with Duseau 
Tmcking for pickup of trash and 
recycling for another yeai·, at the 
same price as this year. 

As this year's town budget 
begins to take shape, the boai·d is 
exa1nining initial budget requests 
from town depa1tments totaling 
more than $250,000 above the 
levy linlit, according to Roussel, 
without even considering the 
schools assessment. Prelitnina1y 
budgets are often t:I·irnmed in 
budget hearings before reaching 
town meeting, and the board 
indicated this would again be the 
approach the town will l~!li!I 
take. 11'4 
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SURE SIGN OF SPRING 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
WENDELL - Even though 
winter weather hit late this year, 
many people are already han­
kering for signs of spring. One 
of the first harbingers of spring 
is the welcome sight of buckets 
hanging from maple trees. 

As I turned off Monnon 
Hollow and drove up Davis 
Road to Bill and Laurel Facey's 
Sugarbush Farm on Sunday, 
March 4th, I was greeted by the 
sight of buckets hanging from 
very large maples, impressive 
stonewalls and beautiful fields. 
As I continued up the hill, I 
began seeing long lengths of 
plastic tubing running from the 
sugar maples into a variety of 
large containers. 

I must confess, I was happy 
to have an excuse to visit Bill. 
The views at his farm are 
breathtaking. The thick stone 
walls encircling the fields are a 
testament to long-te1m agricul­
tural use. Bill bought the almost 
80-acre faimstead 40 years ago, 
and has been working hard ever 
since. 

A full time fanner, Bill's 
main crops are hay and maple 
symp. He also raises some beef 
cattle and cuts his own wood. 
Bill built the post and beam 
sugarhouse with lumber he har­
vested from his land. It has a 

CO-OP from page 1 
depa1tment, or whether to lease 
the space to the Pelham-based 
Wheatbeny Bake1y. The 500 -
600 member-owners of the 
coop ai·e invited to a meeting to 
discuss the proposal of leasing 
out the deli and bakery on 
Saturday, from 1 - 3 pm., at the 
Leverett Library, at 7 5 
Montague Road. 

Coop manager Paul 
Rosenberg said Wheatberry 
bake1y owners Adrie and Ben 
Lester ai·e Village Coop mem­
bers who have been delivering 
bread for sale to the coop since 
they started their business two 
years ago. If the coop decides to 
lease the bake1y and deli to 
them, they will contract to pro­
duce baked goods for the coop, 
and to hire the present bakery 
and deli workers at least at their 
present levels of compensation. 

Coop board member Pamela 
Stone-Humphrey said the coop 
was considering leasing the 
bake1y-deli at this tin1e because 
the present bake1y manager, 
Morgan Coldwell, will be leav­
ing by summer to have a baby, 

slate roof and a brick floor. 
Inside the steamy building, 

we discussed the vagaries of 
maple sugaring while he boiled 
his first sap of the season. 
Although many large opera­
tions have switched to oil, Bill 
told me, "I don't want to do it 
that way. It wouldn't be any 
fun." He also thinks oil heat 
degrades the flavor of the 
symp. 

Instead, he boils sap the old­
fashioned way, with wood from 
the fann he has cut, dried, and 
stacked himself. But Bill does 
believe in newer technology 
when it improves the flavor of 
his product, and increases the 
efficiency of his operation. 
When Bill had four children at 
home, it would take them six 
hours to drill, tap, and place 
over 600 buckets. This yeai· it 
took him and his son Jim six 
hours to drill holes, hammer in 
639 taps, hang 60 buckets, and 
connect the rest with plastic 
tubing. Collection is much easi­
er with the new system, and he 
gets a better grade of symp 
because he doesn't have many 
open buckets. 

Once the sap is collected, he 
boils it down. It takes approxi­
mately forty gallons of sap to 
produce one gallon of maple 
symp. His evaporator usually 

and is not planning to return. 
Adrie Lester said the 

Wheatbeny Bakery is presently 
an entirely wholesale business, 
and they would welcome the 
opportunity have direct contact 
with customers. In addition to 
leasing the kitchen space, 
Wheatbeny would also lease 
display space in the coop's pop­
ular dining area, where daily 
pizza and homemade soups 
bring in a local crowd at lunch, 
and the bakery racks gleam with 
mouthwatering displays of 
cheny danish, cranbeny com 
muffins, raspberry scones, East 
Indian samosas, chocolate 
croissants, and the like 

Lester said her business spe­
cialized in naturally leavened 
bread and laminated pastries. 
"Our pride and joy is sour­
dough," she said. 

Dan Bennett, a Moore's 
Comer resident who played a 
fonnative role in expanding the 
Leverett Village Coop from its 
fo1mer location across 
Rattlesnake Gutter Road, said 
the bake1y at the new store, 
which opened in Janua1y of 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
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produces 
two gallons 
an hour. 
The flow of 
sap is very 
weather 
dependent. 
He told me, 
"Warm 
days, cold 
nights, and 
a north 
wind," 
result in the 
best sap 
production. 
In his best 
season, he 
produced 
126 gal­
lons. Last 
year was PHOTO LINDA HICKMAN 

not a great 
season, 97 gal-

The Sugar Shack at Sugarbush Farm in Wendell. 

lons, but better 
than the year before, 76 gallons. 
"Weather conditions weren't 
favorable," he recalled. "It got 
warm too fast." 

So far, this year's season 
looks good, but it is too early to 
tell. His season usually runs 
from the first of Mai·ch to the 
first or second week in April. 
When the boiling is over for the 
yeai·, Bill's work is hardly done. 
He has to remove all of the taps 
and tubing and clean and store 

1990, was originally leased to 
the store's first bakers, 
Mariaime and B.F. Maste1ton. 
"I think it is the best airange­
ment," he said. 

Lester said the Village Coop 
provided the first wholesale 
outlet for her baked goods. 
Now, Wheatberry Bakery also 
wholesales to Amherst Coffee, 
No1thampton Coffee, Cushman 
General Store, the Night 
Kitchen in Montague and the 
Wendell Countiy Store. They 
would maintain these outlets if 
they move to Leverett and lease 
the coop's kitchen. 

all of his equipment. Then he 
has to sell the syrup. 

The Faceys have had various 
wholesale customers over the 
yeai·s, but they ai·e now down to 
two, and could use more. The 
Copper Angel Restaurant in 
Eiving buys their symp in five­
gallon containers. They use it in 
the kitchen and on the table. 
Carroll's Market in Millers 
Falls sells their symp. Laurel 
can been seen every 
Wednesday, May through 

Humphrey said she, too, was 
"on the fence," seeing pluses 
and minuses in the idea. 

"We will continue to have an 
outstanding deli and bakery 
regai·dless of where this goes. 
We're ve1y confident of that," 
Rosenberg said. 

The Leverett Village Coop is 
the town's only retail store, 
open 7 a.m to 7 p.m., seven 
days a week at the intersection 
of North Leverett and 
Rattlesnake Gutter Road. 
Rosenberg said anyone may 
shop at the store; and anyone 
may become a member with a 
$30 initial investment and $30 
annual increments until the 
required $170 share of stock is 
reached. 

Member-owners receive 
pati·onage rebates, the privilege 
to join the 5 College Credit 
Union, the ability to purchase 
discounted propane, and the 

October, at the Great Falls 
Farmers Market in Turners 
Falls and at other area markets 
and fairs. They also sell symp 
at the fann. Bill said people ai·e 
welcome to stop by for syrup, 
but suggested it is better to call 
ahead, 978-544-7178. 

I think the views alone are 
worth the drive. The next time 
you look at a local jug of maple 
syrup and think it seems expen­
sive, think about all of the work 
it represents. 

right to vote in decisions like 
the one upco1ning on the future 
of the bake1y. 

Lester said she had trained at 
the Connecticut Culina1y 
School, and she and her hus­
band had also ti·ained at fine 
dining establishments like the 
Blue Heron Restaurant, the Silk 
Road in No1thampton, and the 
Brasserie Forty-A in 
No1thampton. (For more about 
Wheatberry Bake1y, go to www. 
wheatbeny.org.) 

Rosenberg said, "My mind is 
not made up," about the merits 
of the proposal to lease out the 
bakery and deli. Stone-

www.turnarstallsrivarcultura.org 
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THIS WHO PLACE 

On the Track of the Fisher 
ILLUSTRATION BY ANJA SCHUTZ 

BY KARL MEYER 
COLRAIN - It was late after­
noon and cold when I came 
upon the fisher track. The prints 
registered in offset pairs, the rear 
foot slipping neatly into the 
snowy front-foot impression 
ahead. Though it was late, I 
headed into the foot of powdery 
snow that tilted toward a small 
pond the animal had tracked 
across. The prints were off­
round, about three inches wide. 
Each showed the arched crown 
of five sharp claws always 
prominent in good fisher tracks. 

Since it was just fifteen 
degrees, I assmned the ice would 
be solid. My guess was off. The 
water surface was slushy 
beneath the snow and I thought I 
shouldn't push it - even though 
this puddle was only three feet 
deep. It se1ves as a breeding 
pool for wood frogs and spotted 
salamanders each spring. But I 
followed the track out onto the 
pond, heading first to a small 
jumble of snow where the fisher 
had made a side trip and then 
veered off up the embankment. 

Animals don't waste energy, 
especially in the cold. There 
clearly had been clawing and 
digging into this little pile. It 
was about two and a half feet 
across, and despite the activity it 

PATTY CAKE 
continued from pg 1 

powdered sugar, vanilla and 
meringue powder; mousseline 
buttercream, with the addition 
of egg whites to make it slight­
ly less sweet; along with fon­
dant and ganache icings. 

was pure white. This was unusu­
al for such an active spot. You'd 
expect to find some other kind 
of animal sign here: scat, or that 
amber-liquid slash in the snow 
left by an animal signaling its 
neighbors. But there was none of 
this, nor any obvious fur, blood, 
or feathers. 

I stuck my boot toe into the 
snow and moved it around 
expecting to find something 
beneath, a cached kill, signs of 
struggle, or just yellow snow. 
Again, nothing. This was puz­
zling. Why had the fisher 
stopped, taken time to dig and 
plow up snow? Not a clue 
remained. Maybe there was a 
mouse trail wind and snow had 
obliterated in the interim. I 
scouted arotmd a bit more, but 
there was nothing. The myste1y 
would remain. 

If there was more time I 
Inight have figured the puzzle 
out. Tracking, when you know a 
bit about the creature, requires 
time and observation. Follow a 
trail long enough and you usual­
ly get a hint of where the animal 
was in its nightly forage, 
whether it had eaten, whether it 
was prowling for food, or for 
mating. I was out of time and a 
bit rnsty at tracking as well. It 
hasn't been a good snow year. I 
back-tracked on this fox-sized 

predator's trail across the pond; 
and saw where it crept over a 
downed log and headed down 
the motmtain. Then I headed 
back to the foot trail in the cold. 

Fishers are wonderful to 
track. They are somewhat cat­
like, but built low to the grotmd 
and solid, with grizzled to deep­
brown fur and thick tapering 
tails. These are creatures of deep 
forests, wet areas and broken 
woodlands. For nearly two cen­
turies after the Bay State's 
forests were leveled for famis, 
the fisher disappeared from the 
Colllll1onwealth. It's returned in 
the last thirty years with the 
maturing of the woodlands. 

Fishers are rarely about dur­
ing the day. They're most active 
after dusk or before dawn. My 
only good fisher sighting in day­
light came near the headwaters 
of the Collllecticut River in New 
Hampshire, when one bolted 
across the road, making an ener­
getic nm at a snowshoe hare. 
The hare escaped, perhaps alert­
ed by my approaching vehicle. It 
made a frantic dash down the 
center stripe, and nearly ran into 
my menacing Ford Festiva out 
of pure tenor. 

Snowshoe hares and cotton­
tails are pa1t of the 6 - 15 potmd 
fisher's diet, as are squinels, 
Inice, grouse, raccoons, and 

opossums. 
They are 
excellent 
climbers, with 
those fantastic 
claws and 
flexible wrists 
that allow 
them to 
descend trees 
headfirst as 
they pursue 
their prey. 
They will also 
belly flop 
from trees 
into deep 
snow if time 
and necessity 
call for it. 
Many a squir-

www.borMlforest. 
' 

rel has been ripped from the 
night safety of its nest by a 
cagey fisher. 

But the most tmique predator 
-prey relationship involving 
fishers is with the porcupine. 
Fishers have nearly perfected a 
method of neutralizing the por­
cupine's brilliant quill defense. 
The strategy is to engage the 
porcupine on the grotmd - even 
if it must knock the porcupine 
from the tree to do it. Then it's a 
battle of quickness, the fisher 
raking the porcupine about the 
tm-quilled face tmtil it becomes 
vulnerable. It then works to get 

"It feels good," 
said McClelland, 
who loves working 
with flours to create 
fresh, homemade 
breads. "And mak­
ing a wedding cake 
and seeing it after 
you put it all togeth­
er, it's a1tistic." 

Young shared 
similar thoughts 

The elusive Fisher 

at the quill-free belly to fmish 
the kill. Understandably, the 
porcupine is then consumed up 
through its soft stomach to avoid 
those still-dangerous barbs. 
Once consumed, all that is left is 
a hollow corpse, sunotmded by 
quills. 

Cooling thought: Having a 
glass of water or a soft drink at 
home or in a restaurant? Why 
not "skip the ice" since the liq­
uid is already chilled? You save 
energy and skip the ingrained 
waste in our society~ reflexive 
use of ice in already-cool drinks. 

N1milati11s fer llil!ail !dams Elitt 
!ward it Early Edueati11 a■d Care 

They also offer lunch in the 
form of soup du }our, creative 
salads and sandwiches se1ved 
on homemade breads, includ­
ing black forest ham with brie 
on a croissant, turkey with veg­
gies and garlic mayonnaise, 
chicken or hma salad and a 
veggie sandwich. 

If you're not htmgiy yet, the 
glass bakecases of hard-to­
resist desse1ts will tempt your 
palate even if you're just stop­
ping in for a cup of Baronet 
coffee or hot tea. 

Patricia McClelland, left, and Patrice Young show off some of their delectable baked 
goods at their new 4th Street bakery, Patty Cake Patty Cake. 

when asked what is 
most rewarding 
about baking. "Just 
doing a good job 
and seeing the faces 
when we do a wed­
ding cake. Just mak-
ing people happy 
and seeing people 
smile," she said, 

The Franklin County Collaboration for 
Children, in partnership with the 
Education Department at Greenfield 
Community College, invites nominations 
for the third Abigail Adams Eliot Award in 
Early Education and Care. This award 
will recognize an individual working 
directly with children ages 0-5 in the field 
of eaiy education and care, who has 
made an exemplary contribution to 
young children and their families in 
Frartlin County. The award is open to 
nominations from the public, and will be 
judged by a panel of local citizens and 
early childhood professionals. The reci~ 
ient will be honored at the Fifth Annual 
Educational Forum to be held on April 
27, 2007. 

The two Pattys achially met 
through their daughters. 
Yotmg's daughter Jaime is a 
hairdresser at Hair Therapy in 
Greenfield, who styles the hair 
of McClelland's daughter 

Andrea. The two girls were 
talking about their mothers one 
day and agi·eed that they should 
meet to explore the idea of bak­
ing together. 

"It just went from there," 
said Young. "This space 
became available again so we 
decided to move back home." 

McClelland said it was hard 
to get started in Turners Falls 
four years ago, when she first 
ran Blue Skies on 4th Street, 
but she sees a downtown 
renewal happening with the 
opening of other new establish­
ments such as Ristorante 
Di.Paolo. 

handing a lunch menu to a local 
patron. 

Patty Cake Patty Cake is 
open Tuesday tluough Friday 
from 7 a.m. to 2 p m. and 
Sarurday from 8 a.m. to noon. 
For a wedding cake con­
sultation, call 863-8900. II 

Award nominees should be individu­
als who are working with young children 
in an educational setting in Franklin 
County, and have made an outstanding 
contribution to our community over a 
long period of time. 

To download a nomination form, go 
to: 
www.gcc.mass.edu/adams_award.html. 

The deadline for nominations is 
March 26th. 
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A HOLISTIC HEAlTH PERSPECTIVE 

The Awful Itch of Eczema 
BY JENNY CHAPIN 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Eczema 1s an inflammatory 
condition of the skin, an itchy 
red rash. The name comes from 
the Greek, "boil over", which is 
how the skin feels to those 
affected. Ranging in size from a 
small area that looks like a little 
patch of diy skin, to the entire 
surface of the body, it can be a 
source of unbearable mise1y. In 
its acute phase, the rash tends to 
appear abmptly, and the skin 
blisters and oozes clear fluid. 
The chronic phase develops 
either gradually from the acute 
phase or by itself, with dry, 
thick, scaly skin. Itching is pre­
sent in both stages, and can be 
so severe that the sufferer will 
scratch until the skin bleeds. 

Though uncomfo1table and 
potentially embarrassing, 
eczema is neither contagious 
nor life threatening. Eczema 
occurs without contact and has 
more to do with internal factors 
than external ones. 

Triggers that worsen eczema 

include: emotional, physical, or 
psychological stress; menstmal 
periods; weather and tempera­
ture - changes in weather, cold 
weather, raw winter weather, 
diy winter house heat, intense 
heat; wool clothing; detergents, 
perfumes or dyes; perspiration; 
pollen; food additives; diy skin. 
Common allergenic foods are 
dai1y products, soy, citms, 
peanuts, wheat, fish, eggs, com, 
tomatoes and other nightshades, 
beans, shellfish, sweets, and 
chocolate. Heating stimulants 
like caffeine and alcohol can 
aggravate the condition, as can 
greasy fried foods. Saturated 
fats (meats, especially poultry, 
and daily), refined foods, and 
sugar cause inflammation. 

The primary conventional 
treatment for eczema is co1ti­
costeroid ointments, which aid 
in acute flare-ups but do not 
prevent recurrence. Steroids 
have a suppressive, not cura­
tive, effect and when applied 
liberally on the skin, may di·ive 
the condition deeper into the 

body. Keep a cortisone cream 
handy in case of extremely 
severe itching, but it is best 
avoided if possible. 

Frequent, soothing baths are 
beneficial, especially for the 
dry, scaly type of eczema. Add 
one cup of finely ground oats 
and two cups of licorice tea to a 
tepid bath to relieve itching. 
Soap should be avoided, as it 
tends to be d1ying. 

Soft cotton clothes that let 
the skil1 breathe are preferable 
to synthetic materials. 

People with eczema may 
have an essential fatty acid 
(EFA) deficiency. Studies of 
evening prirnrose oil repo1t the 

THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

reduction of the symptoms of 
eczema and the overall severity 
of the disorder. Plant sources of 
EF As include flax seed oil, nuts 
and seeds. Fish oils such as cod 
liver oil or cold-water fish 
(salmon, sardines, tuna) have 
anti-inflammato1y properties 
that have been shown to help 
control eczema. 

Beta-carotene foods are ben­
eficial in the treatment of skin 
diseases, particularly of an 
inflammato1y nature. Examples 
are carrots, winter squash, 
pumpkin, and dark leafy 
greens. 

Skill creams and salves con­
taming one or more of the fol­
lowmg herbs may help relieve 
itching and burning, and pro­
mote healmg: chickweed, cal­
endula, comfrey, and 
chamomile. 

Tea tree oil is known for its 
antiseptic and antibacterial 
prope1ties, and helps calm skin 
inflammation. It is toxic if 
ingested and should only be 
used topically. 

Acupuncture and herbal 
medicine can be very effective 
in treating eczema. Chinese 
medicine views eczema as heat 
drying the body's nonnal cool­
ing and soothing mechanisms. 
Acupuncture and herbs cool the 
body and soothe the tissues 
locally in order to treat acute 
flare-ups as well as provide 
long-tenn improvement in the 
condition. 

On a psychoemotional level, 
eczema has to do with feelmg 
safe and secure in the world, 
knowing when to trust or mis­
tmst, knowmg when to feel fear 
or not. Our skin being the most 
obvious bounda1y between our­
selves and the rest of the world, 
skin problems are related to the 
balance between mdependence 
and dependence. 

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc­
turist, bodywork.er, and yoga 
teacher in Greenfield. For pre­
vious articles, and to offer top­
ics of interest for this column, 
visit her website, w11,wJenny­
chapin.com. 

Can Coffee Prevent Cirrhosis of the Liver? 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm a social 
drinker who has several glass­
es of wine every evening, but 
I'm told I can avoid any liver 
damage if I drink plenty of 
coffee. Sounds ridiculous. 
What do you think? 

There was a study of more 
than 125,000 people who 
drank coffee. The study, pub­
lished recently, showed that 
one cup of coffe.e a day cut the 
risk of alcoholic cirrhosis of 
the liver by 20 percent. Four 
cups a day reduced the risk by 
80 percent. It's not known yet 
why coffee protected livers in 
this study. 

Even "social drinkers" can 
develop cirrhosis, a condition 
that causes irreversible dam­
age to the liver. Whether you 
get cinhosis depends upon the 
amount of alcohol you drink 
and a predisposition for the 
condition. 

If you drink a lot of alco­
hol, you will hurt your liver. 
However, you will not neces­
sarily get ciiThosis. You have 
a one-in-three chance of get­
ting cilThosis if you drink 8 to 
16 ounces of liquor a day ( or 

the equivalent in other alco­
holic drinks) for 15 years or 
more. 

More men than women get 
cirrhosis. There is a theo1y 
that more men get cirrhosis 
because they're heavier 
drinkers. 

Women can't tolerate as 
much alcohol as men can. 
Studies show that a much 
higher percentage of women, 
consuming less alcohol than 
men, suffer from cirrhosis. 

In the United States, exces­
sive alcohol consumption is 
the single greatest risk factor 
for cirrhosis. Chronic infe.c­
tion with the hepatitis C vii1.1s 
is the second leading cause of 
cirrhosis. 

The liver, which is located 
in the upper right side of the 
abdomen, is the largest organ 
in the human body. It weighs 
about three pounds and is -
believe it or not - about the 
size of a football. You cannot 
live without a liver. 

The liver is a multipurpose 
organ that performs hundi·eds 
of tasks. Among its functions 
are the digestion of fats, 
removal of harmful sub-

Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Nei~ M.A. 
Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA01351 • 413.367.9514 
J oanne@moonrisemedicinals.com 

IILLUSTRATION: JESSICA HARMON 

stances from blood, produc­
tion of cholesterol, control of 
infections and the coagulation 
of blood. 

In cirrhosis of the liver, 
scar tissue replaces healthy 
tissue; this blocks blood flow 
through the liver and prevents 
it from working efficiently. 

At the onset of cinhosis, 
there may be no symptoms. As 
the liver deteriorates, the fol­
lowing may occur: internal 
bleeding, fluid retention in the 
legs and feet, bmising, yellow 
skin and eyes, fluid in the 
abdomen, itchy hands and 
feet, dark urine, loss of 
appetite and weight, nausea, 

HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

* Curtains * Braided Rugs 
* Accessories ·r or ~our Home 
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-S:30, Sat. 9:30-S,Sun. Noon-4 

329 Deerfield St., Greenfield 773-3911 
www.andysaok.com 

fatigue, and red spider veins. 
Although liver damage 

from cirrhosis is ineversible, 
treatment can help prevent 
more damage and reduce com­
plications. Giving up alcohol 
is the primary treatment. 
Improving nutrition is often 
part of treatment, too. 

A doctor can diagnose cir­
rhosis through symptoms, a 
medical history, a physical 
exam, and tests. 

Tests that are often used in 
diagnosis include a computer-

ized axial tomography (CAT) 
scan, ultrasound, magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI), or 
a scan using a radioactive sub­
stance that highlights the 
liver. A doctor might look at 
the liver using an instrument 
that is inserted into the 
abdomen. A liver biopsy - tis­
sue sample - can confirm a 
diagnosis. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. 

~1 clear Cho1. 
~o tf7r c-~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Eslimales 

ttonest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Keg.II I 07 141 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

FOUR DIRECTIONS 
HEALING ARTS 

FouP-. Di~EcrtoNS 
H EAU N ~ AP-.TS 

Acupuncture 
Massage, Reiki 

Flower Essence Therapy 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XXIII 
A GREAT STORY because of the danger ofU-boats. 
BY JOSE.PH A. PARZYCH Her spirits fell. She was 
GILL - Once in Rotterdam, Ma marooned in Rotterdam, and her 
learned the Lusitania was resting money was running low. That 
at the bottom of the sea, sunk on evening, Ma wandered down to 
the way to Liverpool. There were the waterfront with Mary. A 
no civilian passenger ships Dutch freighter, the Nieuw 
traveling on the high seas Amsterdam, sat tied up at the 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. rAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

CARPENTRY Becoming a member is not 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - difficult, but does involve 
General carpentry and home 
repairs. Custom shelves a 
specialty. Call David, 863-
9296. 

SERVICES 
PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW -
Sita Lang. (413) 834-7569. 
Hauling your used goods to 
people and places in need, 
and not necessarily to the 
landfill. Free estimates. 

more responsibilities than a 
conventional rental 
relationship. In exchange for 
below market rents, 
members agree to 
participate in meetings and 
committees, a monthly work 
requirment of 4 hours and 
normal outdoor and common 
area maintenance of the 
property they occupy. Large 
first floor 2 or 3 bedroom 
apartment with large 

TUTOR AVAILABLE - windows, high tin ceilings 
Emphasis on reading, writing and lots of open space. 
and verbal skills. Steady Range & Refrigerator. 
clients only. Must be Laundry hook-up. Basement 
motivated. (413) 863-5149. storage. Gas heat and hot 

water. $700/mo, no utils. 
COOP 
AVAILABLE 

APARTMENT Sunny second floor 1 or 2 

Pioneer Cooperative of 
Franklin County currently 
has membership 
opportunities for two units 
located in the Montague City 
section of Montague. Coop 
members occupy 
apartments in buildings 
owned by the coop. 

bedroom apartment. Range 
& Refrigerator. Laundry 
hook-up. Basement storage. 
Gas heat and hot water. 
$580/mo, no utils. Non­
smokers preferred. Please 
call 413-772-5052 or email 
info@pioneercoop.org for 
more information. 

ClASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.15 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for for weeks. --- ---
Name Phone 

lK 

-------

PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the c.omer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

dock. A sailor came down the 
gangplank. With gestures and 
broken English, Ma was able to 
ask hin1 about the ship's 
destination. When he said, "New 
York," she pointed to herself and 
Maiy, and offered him money. 
He took them aboard the 
freighter, down into the hold. 

After the ship got underway, 
officials discovered them and 
listed them on the ship's manifest 
as steerage passengers. The 
ship's master took eight dollars 
of Ma's, writing in the ship's 
manifest that she had twelve 
dollars remaining. In steerage, 
they had no privacy; sailors 
walked through the open hold, 
and brackish bilge water sloshed 
back and forth under the 
duckboards. 

The North Atlantic seas 
became rough and soon eve1yone 
was seasick. Ma was so weak she 
couldn't get up to take Maiy to 

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

Town of Wendell Planning 
Board 

In accordance with the 
provisions of Mass General 
Laws and Wendell Zoning 
Bylaws, the Wendell Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on Tuesday, March 20, 2007 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall on 
the application of James 
Tierney for a large development 
review under Article XII of the 
Wendell Zoning Bylaws to 
create 4 new lots from the 
current Assessor's Map 409, 
Parcel 57.1 (near the 
intersection of Old Stage Road 
and Locke Hill Road). A copy of 
the application and plans may 
be inspected at the Town Office 
Trailers during town coordinator 
hours, ordinarily Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 8:30a.m.-4:00p.m., 
phone (978) 544-3395, at the 
Wendell Depot Store during 
hours of the town clerk and at 
the Wendell Free Library. Any 
person interested or wishing to 
be heard on the application 
should appear at the time and 
place designated. 

the toilet. When she asked a 
sailor to take Maiy, he cheerfully 
scooped Maiy up and sat her on 
his shoulders. But frightened, she 
wet all over him. The sailor 
cursed and quickly put her down, 
never to offer again. Until she 
was well, Ma told Maiy to pee 
into the bilge water sloshing 
beneath the duckboards. The ship 
seemed to wallow through the 
sea forever. After thirteen 
1niserable days, the ship docked 
in New York. 

"What will we do, now?" Ma 
asked the sailor who'd brought 
them aboard. "We have no 
proper papers." 

''Not to wony," the sailor 
said. "We wait here for customs 
to inspect pait of the ship, then 
we take you there, while they 
inspect here. Then, you hide 
there until night comes. Not to 
worry." 

After nightfall, as they 
descended the gangplank lugging 
their btmdles, a newspape1man 
spotted them. When he statted 
asking questions, Ma told him 
the tluth about ai11ving on the 
ship. "Wait 1-ight here. I'm going 
to get a camera man - this is a 
great sto1y," he said, running off. 

"As soon as he went around 
the comer, I quickly go to the 
train station, as fast as Maiy can 
walk," she said. "After I buy 
train tickets for Housatonic, I 
have just one dollai· left." 

When they got to Housatonic, 
their apartment was dark. The 
thought that Franz might have 
moved away alanned her. She 
knocked on the landlady's door. 
"Ghost, ghost," the landlady 
screamed, slamming the door. 

Sudoku By Willy White 
The answer lo this puzzle w;IJ appear in next week's issue. 

3 5 9 2 6 7 1 4 8 

1 2 7 4 8 5 6 3 9 

8 6 4 3 1 9 7 2 5 

9 1 6 8 7 2 4 5 3 

7 4 8 1 5 3 2 9 6 

2 3 5 6 9 4 8 7 1 

5 8 3 7 4 1 9 6 2 

6 7 2 9 3 8 5 1 4 

4 9 1 5 2 6 3 8 7 

Negus ~ Taylor, Inc. 
Monumenm ~~!JVC 

~~ p~~ 

~rl Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

People often come to see us 
becouse their parents 
ond their gronq:xirents did. 
We're proud to hove 

that kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
• Gary and Noncy Melen 

~ ~ J· We engr':1ve c~ 
memones 

) that last forever 

After reassurances that they were 
alive and not ghosts, the landlady 
opened the door. 

"I am so sure you were both 
killed in the wai·; I thought you'd 
come to haimt me," she said. 
"Frank is down at the tavern. I 
send somebody to get him." 

When the messenger said, 
"Hey, Frank, your wife's home," 
Franz took him to task for hying 
to play such a cmel prank, and he 
stayed on at the bat·. At closing 
time, Frank came home. It was a 
joyous re-union. But Maiy, who 
hadn't seen her father since 
infancy, was not at all sure she 
wanted to be arotmd this su·anger 
who was hugging her mother. 
She was afraid and wouldn't go 
to him. 

"I was so happy to be home 
again," Ma said. "Life was good. 
Two years later I have Johnny 
and then I get pregna11t, again, 
with Bessie. In 1918, comes 
influenza. People get sick and die 
in just days. Doctors and nurses 
can't take care of everyone. 
Mai1y of them die, too. So the 
firemen go from house to house 
helping sick people. Frank goes 
to help, and he gets sick and dies 
in a few days. I had a good life 
with Frank. Now I am left with 
two small children, I'm pregnai1t, 
I'm alone, I have no money, and 
I don't know what to do. In this 
life, happiness is like a soap 
bubble. Poof - and it's gone." 
She began gathering up feathers. 

"Tell us what happened, next, 
Ma." 

''No more sto11es; time for 
bed-spac." 

- Continued next week 

Jep's Place 
by Joseph A. Parzych 

On Sale at: 

Gill Store 
326 Main Road 

863-9006 

CHAU, Incorporated 
'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH 
Spring Performance Series­
Greenfield Community College The 
chorus will perform a cappella and 
accompanied works under the direc­
tion of Margery Heins, with Amy 
Crawford, accompanist, at the col­
lege's Steinway grand piano (a pre­
view of a longer performance by the 
GCC Chorus focusing on music for 
the spring season and holidays, full 
concert on 3/30). In the Music Room 
(Room S-358), Greenfield 
Community College, 775-1171. 

At Montague Bookmill: 
Performance: Chiara String 
Quartet Playing classical, Andean 
folk to Prince to Beethoven and 
Bartok. 8 to 11 p.m.367-9206. 

Deja Brew, Wendell-Euphemisms, 
folk rock. 9 to 11 p.m., no cover. 

FRIDAY& SATURDAY, 
MARCH 9TH & 10TH 
Pothole Pictures The Shawshank 
Redemption. 7:30 p.m. in Memorial 
Hall, Shelburne Falls. Music before 
the movie at 7 p.m. $6 at the door. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH 
Corned Beef DinnerBenefit for Relay 
For Life Team #28 Parke~s Prowlers. 
At St. Kaz, Avenue A, Turners Falls. 
5 pm. to 7 pm. with music from DJ 
Gladstone to follow. 

St. James Coffeehouse presents 
Aztec Two-Step With special guest 
Jeff Martell. Guest at 715, Aztec at 8 
pm. At St. James Coffeehouse, 8 
Church Street, Greenfield. 772-2213 

Rt. 63 Road House: Loose Change, 
rock, come to dance! 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell-Josh Levangie 
does Johnny Cash favorites. 9 to 11 
p.m., no cover. 

Third Annual New Works Festival 
Showcasing plays by Massachusetts 
playwrights. Held at the Shea, 71 
Avenue A, Turners Falls. 8 p.m. 863-
2281. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11TH 
The Montague Bookmill Presents: 

Scandinavian Dancing, 
Montague Grange. Hambo, 
Schottis, dances of Dalarna, 
Sweden taught by Andrea 
Larson and Scot Applegate, 
dancers of all levels welcome. 
$8 donation. 3 to 6 p.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 12TH 
Live Jazz at Ristorante 
DiPaolo, Avenue A, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Information 863-4441. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14TH 
Fiddle Tune swap at Deja 
Brew, Wendell, all welcome. 7 
to 9 p.m. 

Aztec Two-Step with special guest Jeff 
Martell performs at St. James Coffeehouse, 

guest at rt 5, Aztec at 8 pm. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 15TH 
Deja Brew - Paul Spatarella -
Rock, 8 - 10 p.m No cover. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH 
Cabin Fever Party and everyone is 
invited. Have some fun & food and 
meet some great people. At the Brick 
House, 24 Third St.,Turners Falls. 4 
to 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew-Josh Levangie-Country, 8 
- 10 p.m. No cover. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
MARCH 16TH & 17TH 
The Academy Players Present: The 
Merchant of Venice at the Shea 
Theater, Turners Falls 7 p.m .. Call 
(413)-863-2281 for ticket informa­
tion. Admission Adults $10 / 
Students $5. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17TH 
Spring Gardening Symposium at 
Frontier Reg'I High School. 
www.wmassmastergardeners.org 

Jamie Anderson, singer-songwriter­
gets bored easily, will be performing 
at the Echo Lake Coffeehouse, 
Leverett, 7:30 pm. 

Rt. 63 Road House: Love Bomb' 
9:30 p.m. Come to dance' St. Pats 
Party-Adam Duncan Memorial Pool 
Tournament. 

St. Patrick's Day Dinner Proceeds 
benefit the Trinitarian 

Congregational Church of Warwick. 
Menu: Corned beef & cabbage, car­
rots, Irish soda bread, beverages 
and homemade pies. Held in 
Warwick Town Hall. Sittings at 5 & 6 
p.m. Takeout available, call 978-575-
0310. 

Deja Brew: Ronald Meck-Celtic 
music. 9 to 11 p.m No cover 

Millers River Environmental Center, 
Athol: Woodcock Walk. Join Bruce 
Scherer at Cass Meadow, Athol to 
witness the unique courtship display 
of the American Woodcock. The 
woodcock's call is a loud nasal 
"peent". When the male is flying dur­
ing courtship displays, we can hear 
a variety of twittering songs, pro­
duced vocally, but also by air over 
wing feathers. Males perform a 
beautiful "sky dance" at dusk and 
dawn. Flights include a spiral up to 
100 meters, flittering wings while 
chirping, and then circling back to 
the same spot on the ground. 978-
544-3282 6:30 p.m. 

THROUGH MARCH 18TH 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Turners Falls. Face to 
Face. Portraits from Fifty Years, pho­
tographs by Douglas Kirkland. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH 
The Montague Bookmill Presents: 
The Dead of Winter Free Films for 
the Frozen Double Feature!: In 
Heaven There's No Beer 7 p.m. & 

The Pathfinder, 8 p m Food & drink 
available at The Lady Killigrew. 

THROUGH MARCH 25TH 
Local artists on display at Green 
Trees Gallery in Northfield, 5 - 7 p.m. 
Apex to Zenith, a panoramic collec­
tion of over 35 regional artists 
Artists: include Dan Brown, Beverly 
Phelps, Nayana Glazier, Barbara 
Milot & Daniel Putnam. www.green­
treesgallery.com 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH 
The Montague Bookmill Presents 
The Dead of Winter Free Films for 
the Frozen: I Walked With A Zombie, 
7 p.m. 

BEGINNING THURSDAY, 
MARCH 22ND 
Exhibit: John Willis' and Tom 
Young's "Recycled Realities and 
Other Stories" Haunting and surreal, 
series of black and white images 
invite viewers into a vast paper land­
scape at Erving Paper Mill (images 
of scrap paper at the mill are of lives 
lived, captured in the pages of mass 
media and then discarded for recy­
cling). Also presented will be images 
from photographic projects: 'View 
from the Rez" and "Timeline" An 
artists' reception with live music and 
hors d'oeuvres will be held on 
Saturday, March 31 from 1 -5 pm. 
Also a slide presentation from 7:15-
8 45 p.m. at Hallmark Institute of 
Photography Educational Center. 
Exhibit is at Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography, Turners 
Falls. Hours: Thursday through 
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 863-0009. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
MARCH 23RD & 24TH 
Pothole Pictures presents The 
Seven Samurai, Memorial Hall 
Theater, Shelburne Falls. 7:30 p.m. 

I 
~ 

Draft Great 
ig Beer Fine Wine Food 

I Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

Friday 3/9 9-11 p.m. 
Euphemisms--Folk Rock 

I Saturday 3/10 9-11 p.m. 
Josh Levangie-Johnny Cash £avori,,.. 

Friday 3/ 9-11 p.m. 
Til1a 

Saturday 3/ 9-11 p.m. 
Jazz 

NO COVER ANY!VIGHI'! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

ra ftTrl7.m.r.Efir.l~f.7il~r.Efir.l i 

Ill $PIT HH CHIii 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS-Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

19 

Free ( extept some trips), opm to lo,al 
kens. Some rtq11ire permission slips. 

Iefo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Street, Tumen Falls, 01376. 

~ 
HONTAGUt·MA 

FREE FILMS FOR THE FROZEN 

Lost In America 
Sunday, March 11th - 7pm 

Albert Brooks seeks himself and America in a 
38-foot W=ebago. 

\by funny and apt 1985. Food & Drink 
available at Toe Lady Killigrew. 

www.montaguebookmill.com (413)367-9206 

$ GREENFIELD :~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri, Mar. 9th-Thurs., Mar. 15th 
Contact Famouse Bill's for Dinner & Movie Deal 

1. BRIDGE TO TERABI1HIA PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. WILD HOGS PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 inDTSsound 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. NORBIT PG13 
DAILY 7:00 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:00 
3. NOTES ON A SCANDAL R 
DAILY 9:30 MAT. FRL SAT, SUN 3:00 
4. MUSIC & LYRICS PGI3 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12: 15 3:15 
5. GHOST RIDER PGI3 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. LAST KING OF SCOTLAND R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 DTS sound 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. 300 R DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MATINEE FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

_'vfemonal Hall n,eater 

POlH□lE PICllJRES 
March 9 & 10 7:30 p.m. 

The •1tawshanlt Redemption 
Ul'l.lSUal story aboot time, loyaly, patierre aid 

hope as tv.o men (Tm Robbils & Morgai 
Freenm) serving ife sentences become 

friends aid 1grt off despair. Bleak, but stil man-
ages to be joyfu, rooral, and ~ifting. Directed 
by Frank Darabont 1994. R 142 min. color. 

Music before movie 7 p.m. 
Fri. TBA 

Sat. Ian Curtis & Friends-rock 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

The Dead of Winter Free Films for 
the Frozen: Lost in America. 7 p.m. 

Open F1i. & Sat. 10 a m. to 4 p.m. Upcoming at the Discovery Center Groups by Special Arragement, Tues. - Thur. 

Richard Chase--original acoustic 
singer/songwriter at the Old Town 
House (adjacent to the 1794 
Meetinghouse), New Salem, as part 
of the North Quabbin Center for the 
Performing Arts "Serendipity Series." 
Tickets online at www.1794meeting­
house.org or (978) 544 5200 or at 
the door. 4 p.m. 

Classical Piano by Adam Bergeron 
at Deja Brew, Wendell. 7 to 9 p m 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH 104 years of the National WtlcDifeRefuge the multiple methods ofland conseivation 
AccessibleBil'ding. 10 am -12 pm. Join Sytem. We'll travel from 1903 whw the practiced at Mt Toby that currently pl'c~ 
the Hampshire Bird Club on this exctu·- system was ci-eated to today. Leam about tect this treasured place. Learn about the 
sion to investigate bird life at wheelchair YOUR local Silvio 0. Conte National recreation opportunities and responsi'bili-
accessible and lively birding locations in Fish & Widllife Refuge. All welcome, ties. 6:30 pm 
the Connecticut River Valley. Binoculars cake seived! 1 pm. 1HURSDAY, MARCH 151H 
and scopes are available for use as well as TUESDAY, MARCH 131H Greenfield Garden Club - All are we!-
other assistive technology such as Special Places in the Valley Lecture come! Public monthly meeting at the 
portable folding chaii-s, large print field Series: 4 of 7. Virtual VJSitto Mt. Toby. A Great Falls Discoveiy Centei. A special 
guides, monopods, and listeiiing devices. slideshow presentation on the culn.u-al his- tour of the exlubits will be conchicted by 
Register or info. call (413) 545-5758. toty and habitat clJa11ges that have taken local mural artist, Frank Gregory. Contact 
Happy 104th Bil1hday! place, and about die special species tliat Linda Tylei· for more information about 
JoinRefoge staff for ajoumeythrough die reside at Mt Toby. We will also explore the Garden Chib at 774.3505. 7 to 9 pm 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, Tul'ners Falls (413) 863-3221 

SATURDAY, :MARCH 171H 
Green is the Coloc of the Day! Exploong 
the shades of green in the natural land-
scape. An art and nature activity fol' all 
that will focus Olli' attention on some 
details of nature's green. 11 am - 12 pm. 
UNIIl.,MARCH 31ST 
Stephen Gingold's Nature Photography. 
Explca-e the world of nature, both at a 
land=ipe scale and focused at close 
range for details, tlu-ough the eyes of 
Stephen Gingold as you see his photo-
graphs in this special exlubit 

www.greatfa1lsma.o1·g 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs, or custom made 
• Built-in page editor, do it yourself! 

Messages, calendar-s, downloads 
Private customer areas w/ login 

• Multiple "group• areas for user-s 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

I 

Jj_ 

1~ .:. . .;i Brian R. San Soucie 
,_ - -· Locksmith - CRL 

Serving th~ Area tor over 25 years Certified • Bonded• lnstrr<!d 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

BHpcu 290-1162 

863-Z4TI 
fax 863-8022 

Retail Fabric Store 
Cl •• Conon •Silks• Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery Marerial 

• Quilting-Supplies• Patterns• Calicos • Notions 

CASll & ClJECKS ONLY 
on.-Sai. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 • Oosed Mon. - June, July, August ~ 

Power Square 

0 
Greenfield 

• 
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Bring on the Spring 
BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - March: 
the season of late snows and 
mud; of 1ising sap and returning 
birds. Whatever kind of winter 
we've had, by now I'm more 
than ready for sp1ing. 

1his month ce1tainly came in 
like a lion with snow, freezing 
rain and sleet. Like others, I 
slipped and slid on F1iday and 
managed to connect with a pile 
of snow. TI1e end result was an 
ugly bend in my car's 1ight rear 
fender. On the up side: the birds 
sing more vigorously, their 
feathers show a hint of the sum­
mer to come; the days are dis­
tinctly longer at both ends and 
even though we have more 
snow cover than we've had all 
winter, it can't and won't last. 

If you're looking for an 
antidote, two local bulb shows 
are botmd to perk you up. The 
sp1ing bulb show at the Lyman 
Plant House, Smith College is 
the most well-known. 

It is also the largest and most 
dramatic. This annual show 
(March 3rd -18th) draws huge 
crowds, as well it should. Staff 
spend weeks prepaiing for the 
event, forcing bulbs of all colors 
and types, daffodils, tulips, cro­
cus, hyacinth, :fi.itilliaiia, scilla 
and anemone; they also cut and 
b1ing in forsythia, flowe1ing 
crab ai1d pussy willow. The dis­
play is breathtaking. Masses of 
bloom, heady perfinne and ait­
ful ai1·angements abotmd. So do 
wall to wall crowds, busy pho­
tographers, small children in 
strollers and back packs, college 
students, elders and everyone in 
between, all craving sp1ing and 
finding it in the greenhouse. It's 
glo1ious, and almost over the 
top. The show is open to the 
public from 10 - 4 daily and also 
from 6 - 8 pm. on F1iday, 
Mai·ch 9th and 16th. If you ai·e 
able to see it dming a weekday, 
you'll be able to browse at a 
more leisurely pace and also to 
park within hiking distance. 
Still, it's definitely good for a 
pick-me-up. 

A lesser known bulb show 
can be fotmd at the Talcott 
greenhouse on the campus of 
Motmt Holyoke College in 
South Hadley. This is a more 
modest event that avoids the 
claustrophobic crowds and 

inadequate parking at Smith. It 
is easier to take in and can be 
absorbed at a slower pace ai1d 
still offers a pre-spring tonic. 
This yea.r's display features 
bulbs as they appear in the wild 
in No1th Ame1ica and Etn·ope. 
A na.ttn·alized landscape shows 
off hilips, grape hyacinth, scilla, 
oxa.lis, anemone, bellevallia, 
erai1thus and Star of Bethlehem. 
While I haven't made it to this 
show yet, la.st year the "nanmtl­
ized landscape" feann·ed tables 
of grass t:Iimmed to lawn height, 
spotted with flowers as if they 
had grown up together nann-al­
ly. So while this bulb shows 
lacks the grandiose display fea­
tured at Smith, it has a distinct 
chaim of its own. Close by is 
the building that houses the 
small but fine college ait collec­
tion. Hours of the Mount 
Holyoke bulb show ai·e daily 
from 11 -4, March 4th -19th. 

Here at home, the leek ai1d 
onion seed I plai1ted on the 31st 
of Jaimaiy have grown to about 
four inches. Two weeks ago 
they were watered with a mild 
solution of water ai1d liquid sea­
weed, available at most gaitlen 
centers. This weekend they 
were fed again and also 
tiimmed to about three inches to 
encourage bulb development. 
They are ready to be t:Iansplant­
ed into individual growing cells 
filled with real potting soil. 
They can be pulled up from the 
blade. If a few roots break in the 

WOODBLOCK MARY AZARIAN 

process, it won't be at all impor­
tant to the fim.n·e growth of the 
plant. 

Mai1y yeai·s ago when I was 
still working for Home Cai·e, I 
stopped to see Rose Rewa.'s 
mother and also had the plea­
sure of watching Rose literally 
yanking baby maiigold plants 
from their staiting medium and 
fumly throwing them into the 
new soil in that matter of fa.ct 
manner with which she met any 
aspect of her daily life. She was 
raising plants to sell, so those of 
us gai·dening for pleasure can 
safely work with the same 
dru.mtless, fum pmpose. 

Next weekend is a good time 
to sta1t pepper plants if you plan 
to grow from seed. It may seem 
w1believably eai·ly, but peppers 
ai·e a slow growing lot, ai1d it is 
best to put out sti·ong, vigorous 
plants ai·otmd the end of May or 
eai·ly Jtme, because they'll need 
a fl.ill gai·den season to mann·e 
and provide you with that deli­
cious fi1Iit you look fo1wai·d to. 
Try some chocolate sweet pep­
pers for fall giilling, and maybe 
a hot pepper plant or two. You 
won't be disappointed, ai1d if 
you have a bumper crop you 
can always share with :fi.iends 
and pop some in the freezer for 
winter enjoyment. Going to gai·­
den shows and getting a few of 
your own plants staited goes a 
long way towai·d btinging on 
the sp1ing, at least in yom heart. 

March 8, 2007 

Spring Ahead 
on Sunday 

BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
March 11th, 2007, 2 a..m.: 
Daylight Savings Time begins! 
It always struts on a Stmday, and 
those of us who live by God's 
time that eases us into the 
changes of ligl1t and dark are 
sometimes its victim. We ai1ive 
at church as the congregation is 
chatting on the church steps, 
ready to go home to dinner, and 
it's time for judgment all 
a.rom1d. 

This year, the facts are these. 
On Saturday, Mai·ch 10th, 2007, 
the stm will 1ise at 6:06 Ea.stem 
Standai·d Time, and set at 5:45 
EST. On Stmday, March 11th, 
the stm will 1ise at 7:04 Ea.stem 
Daylight Time, and set at 6:46 
EDT. This will be the nomencla­
ture in Montague, in our Eastern 
Time Zone. Our friends in 
Arizona will not change to 
Daylight Savings, and our cai·e­
ful concern about making phone 
calls too early or late will need 
evaluation. The yeai·'s almanacs 
will keep us up on the Cllll'ent 
data. 

For some years 
the first Stmday 
in April was 
the chosen 
date to 
'spring 

ahead.'But 
as an energy 
conservation 
measure, the US 
Congress passed the 

resources with which they are 
provided. It is not su·ange that 
the Department of 
Transpo1ta.tion and Congress 
have the responsibility to plan 
and conserve energy, as the leg­
islatures of other counu·ies do. 
Here in the U.S., Ben Franklin is 
given credit for first writing 
a.bout Daylight Savings Time. 
Its first official use here was 
dming World Wai· I. 

However, in 1919 the fa1mers 
so opposed Daylight Savings 
Time that Congress passed a bill 
to call it off, even over President 
Wilson's veto. For yeai·s there 
was a higgledy-piggledy system 
throughout the cotmtty, the 
states and communities choos­
ing their O\Vll system. Daylight 
Savings Time returned during 
World Wai· II, and in 1966 feder­
al legislation restored its general 
use, but gave states considerable 
leeway to accotmnodate their 
preferences. Daylight Savings 
Time is just one more attempt to 
praginatically capture that elu-

sive something, Time, 
that Einstein 

consid­
ered a 

Energy Policy Act in 2005. 
which extended Daylight ILLUSTRATION FROM THE COURIER-JOURNAL 

WWW.COURIER-JOURNAL COM 
Savings Time by four 

dynamic fourth dimension. So 
get ready to'Spting ahead,' on 
Stmday. 

The author wishes to thank 
Pat Saczawa at the Carnegie 
Library for her assistance . 
researching this article. 

weeks, to take effect this second 
Sunday in March of 2007. 
That's us, right now. Under the 
new regulation DST ends on the 
first Stmday of November, 
which is November 4th in 2007. 
Mark your calendar. For some 
years previous the last Sunday 
in October was when we were • • • • • • • • • • • • • • set to "fall back."This lovely old • Don't forget • 
Ea.1th has not seemed to deviate 
from its revolution and rotation : tO Set JOUr : 
which provide the diversity of • clocks 
our world. And humans, dealing • a haad '· 
with time and place, uy to stan- • • 

• • • dardize and best utilize the •••••••••••• 
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DOLAN & DOt:1\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUE A 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRS~~Hl mJ~R~, Wills~ fSlmfs, w~RHfR1S mmP 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
4 Dell St. 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

1\,EGAL 
Real E.stale & Modular Homes 

BlMNO • BUil.DiNO • 8EWN6 
A complete line of modular homes from planning and 

permits to the finished project, they handle the entire job. 

Kyle Scott and Donald Y. Bowman 
863-9555 • 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls 




