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New Bakery Opens in
Turners Falls

KATHY LITCHFIELD
TURNERS FALLS -
Sometimes two heads --
or bakers in this case --
are better than one. Such
seems to be the case for
the two Pattys of “Patty
Cake Patty Cake.” a new
bakery that opened its
doors yesterday at 104
4th Street.

Patricia McClelland of
Montague, former owner
of Blue Skies, the bakery
and cafe that operated in
the same location four
years ago, and Patrice
Young, of Turners Falls,
agreed to join forces last
summer to offer a wide
array of delectable cakes,
pies. whoopee pies,
muffins, scones, cup-
cakes, coffee cakes, wed-
ding cakes. fine desserts
and much more - all
homemade from scratch
with loving care - at 95
Main Street in Northfield.

Now, just three months
after opening there, they
are spending their days
closer to home. beating
batter and whipping frost-
ings into a flurry in the
space most recently occu-
pied by the bellvbowl
restaurant.

Homemade wedding

cakes are McClelland’s
and Young’s specialty.
Decorating cakes is a skill
Young perfected follow-
ing several years in the
bakeries of Big Y
Supermarkets in North-
ampton and Greenfield;
while McClelland gradu-
ated from the Cambridge
Culinary  School in
Boston in 1998 and ran
the former Blue Skies for
four years out of her
home and then at 104 4th
Street for another year
and a half.

Patty Cake Patty
Cake’s custom-decorated
occasion cakes will serve
anywhere from eight to
100 people in varying
shapes and sizes as well
as a variety of flavors
including chocolate,
vanilla, white chocolate,
marble, yellow butter,
spice, carrot and lemon.
Frosting flavors are simi-
larly diverse: wvanilla,
chocolate, white choco-
late, cream cheese, mocha
and lemon; and the fill-
ings include cream
cheese. raspberry, lemon,
mocha, Bavarian and
strawberry. Specialty
occasion cakes include a
chocolate fudge ganache,

a turtle cheesecake and
chocolate, banana and
coconut créme pies. They
also feature “sweet tradi-
tional buttercream™ frost-
ing made with butter,
powdered sugar, vanilla

PATTY CAKE pg 16

Can Montague Afford
Curbside Recycling?

BY KEVIN FOLEY &
DAVID DETMOLD -
The finance committee
held a hearing on the costs
and benefits of continuing
the town’s curbside recy-
cling program on
Wednesday, March 7th.

Ben Garber plays Seymour in Little Shap of Horrors.

Pictured right, the insatiable Audrey.

TURNERS FALLS HIGH SCHOOL &
GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL

PRESENT

Little Shop of Horrors

directed by Melissa Urey

At the Turners Falls High School Theater

FRIDAY, MARCH 9th AT 7:30
SATURDAY, MARCH 10th AT 7:30
SUNDAY, MARCH 11th AT 1:30

Ticket Prices: $8.00 Adults $7.00 Students/Seniors
For Tickets call 863-7218

DPW superintendent Tom
Bergeron explained the
program costs the town at
least $47.000 a year, not
counting labor for the two
truck drivers who pick up
recyclables for residents
and businesses three days a
week. That figure takes
into account the approxi-
mately $20,000 the town
gets back from Materials
Recycling Facility in
Springfield for bringing
their marketable recy-
clables there.

Bergeron said the pro-
gram’s cost escalates due
to ongoing maintenance to
the recycling trucks’
brakes. every three to six
months, which totals at
least $10.000 a year. He
said the town has to pur-
chase a new recycling
truck every seven years,
and the new ones will have
to meet California emis-
sion standards, adding
$10,000 to their price tag.
The best price he could
find recently for a new

recycling truck was
$148.000.
Selectboard member

Pat Allen asked Bergeron
to estimate the labor costs
to his department for dri-
ving the recycling routes.

Bergeron said $40,000 -
$45.000 would be a fair
estimate of that cost, but
said his department was
presently short-staffed. and
if the recycling program
were cut he would re-
deploy those workers,
rather than cut their posi-
tions.

Franklin County Solid
Waste Management
District  director Jan
Ameen said Montague and
Greenfield were the only
two towns in the county
that still provide curbside
recycling pick-up for their
residents. Gill, Erving and
Sunderland contract with a
private company to pro-
vide curbside recycling
services. The smaller
towns maintain transfer
stations for residents to
drop off their recyclables.

Montague maintains a
transfer station as well, in
back of Judd Wire off
Turnpike Road, open
Wednesdays and Satur-
days, where residents and
businesses can bring bulky
items and recyclables. If
curbside pickup were dis-
continued, Bergeron said
he would be able to afford

see RECYCLE pg 14

VILLAGE CO-OP
TO CONSIDER
LEASING DELI
AND BAKERY

BY DAVID DETMOLD

MOORE’S CORNER -
The Leverett Village Coop is
locally renowned as the one
stop shop for natural foods,
tobacco, beer, wine, tofu,
granola, and the best baked
goods for miles around. On
Saturday, March 10th, the
provenance of those baked
goods, a 400-square-foot
kitchen with a quadruple gas
oven, is up for discussion by
the member owners of the
cooperative to see whether
the deli-bakery will continue
to be run in-house as a coop

see COOP pg 15

MARCY MARCHELLO

WENDELL - Many people in
Franklin County are familiar with
Wendell State Forest as a locally
popular place to gain access to
trails and hike or ski or snowmo-
bile for miles. Few people, how-
ever, are aware of the ongoing use
of this relatively remote forest to
serve people with disabilities in
adaptive winfer recreation activi-
ties. As a program coordinator for
universally accessible recreation
in Massachusetts state forests and
parks. I recently spent the day at

winter program. It was a day I will
never forget, full of stories that
beg to be shared.

My first outing of the day

Stories from the T rail:

ADAFTIVE. WINTER RECREATION TRANSFORMS | IVES FOR PEOFLE WITH DISABILITIES

Wendell State Forest during a

began with Ginny. She needed a
companion for cross country ski-
ing. Usually when I come to pro-
grams it is to monitor manage-
ment or logistical aspects. Today,

though, I had made it known that
I was interested in checking out
the Pine Tree Trail, a new ftrail
popular with program partici-

see TRAIL pg 10

RIVER ROAD
TRESPASSING
PROMPTS
SELECTBOARD
POWWOW

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL - Peter Melnick and
Donald Patterson, who
along with their partner Jay
Savage farm 150 acres at the
intersection of River Road
and Pisgah Mountain Road.
are fed up with uninvited
varmints wreaking havoc
with their potato, pepper,
cucumber and corn fields.
On Monday., March 5th they
came to the selectboard for
help. It’s not raccoons they
are talking about invading
their fields, leaving tracks

see GILL pg 14
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PET OF THE WEEK
A Star 1s Born

Madonna

Madonna is a six-year-old
female short hair cat in need of a
good home. This pearly grey beau-
ty purrs before you even get the
word “Hello” out. She seems like
a really happy cat. Apparently
Madonna will get really devoted to
one person, and that’s the only
species she’s fond of, the others
you can forget about. Madonna is
playful and curious but she can
also be a bit shy and a tad inde-
pendent. Her former home had too
many pets so she’s looking for one
where she can be star. For more
info on adopting Madonna, please
contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at 413-548-9898.

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Book Making Workshop

BY LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS - On
Saturday, March 10th, children
can come and make their own
book with Bev Whitbeck at the
Carnegie Library. The pro-

gram is designed for children
in grades 3—6. Supplies and
refreshments will be provided.
For more information, call
413-863-3214, during library
hours.

“The Courage

of Gonviction”
By Larry Cadran

Order from ebay
or
(978) 4581177

LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA . .net

local gossip, news & business listings

NaAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying and sellirg used books

22 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOGOR
SHELBURME FaLLs, MA

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

Montague Town Meeting Openings

There are many open seats
available for Montague Town
Meeting up for grabs in the
May 21st annual town elec-
tion. Seats available, as of
March 6th, are as follows:

Precinct Two: (Millers
Falls and Lake Pleasant): Four
3-year seats open; One 1-year
seat open.

Precinct Three: (the Hill,
east): Two 3-year seats open:
One 2-year seat open; One 1-
year seat open.

Precinct Four: (the Hill,
west): One 1-year seat open.

Precinct Five: (downtown
Turners): One 3-year seat
open; Two 1-year seats open.

Precinct Six: (Montague
City and the Patch): Five 3-

Leverett’s

BY DAWN WARD

LEVERETT - The Leverett
Historical Society presents
more of Leverett’s industrial
past made visible with Dave
Field of Leverett, on March
22nd at 7:30 p.m. The public is

year seats open; One 2-year
seat open.

Nomination papers for
town meeting seats can be
obtained from the town clerk’s
office. Only ten signatures
from registered voters in your
precinct are needed to qualify
for the ballot to run for open
seats or to contest incumbents’
seats. The deadline to obtain
papers is March 30th by 5:00
p.m. All nomination papers
must be returned to the town
clerk’s office on April 2nd by
5:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion please call the office at
863-3200, extension 203.
Town clerk office hours are
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m to
4:30 p.m.

Industrial Past Made Visible

invited to the new Leverett
Field Museum in Leverett
Center.

When the town library
moved to its newly built space,
many artifacts that were once
discreetly housed in parts of the

| —_— = - |

Swans on|
the Canal

by Shayna
| Langknecht, an
aspiring
photographer
who is a junior

Seeks Rehearsal Space

BY ELLEN KEECH - The
Montague Community Band
has lost our donated rehearsal
and storage space in Father
O’Casey Hall at St. Anne’s
Church, which we have been
using for many years. The hall
closed January 31st, and we had
to move our equipment to tem-
porary locations.

‘We are gearing up for a big
season, a dedication concert for
the new bandstand and the
newly renovated Peskeomskut

former library  building
remained there, and are now on
display for the public to discov-
er.

A business meeting will pre-
ceed the program at 7p.m. All
are welcome!

Cheesemaking with Cliff Hatch at

GILL - On Saturday, March
24th from 8 am. to 5 p.m.,
learn how to take raw milk and
create a hard British cheddar
cheese. This hands-on work-
shop will demonstrate the
process from raw milk to the
the final pressing: ripening,

renneting, stirring the curds
and the cheddaring process and
pressing. We will discuss how
different cheeses are made.
You are invited to bring two
gallons of your own animals’
milk to make additional
cheeses. Cliff Hatch has been

Upinngill Farm
making cheese for over 25
years. To register or for more

information, go to
www nofamass.org and click
on “Practical Skills

Workshops,” or contact Tom at
seedpotato@yahoo.com  or
(781) 894-4358.

Park, at a date to be determined.
We need to find a rehearsal
space soon. We need at least
1600 square feet, up to 2500, for
rehearsal and storage, which
would be ideal. We would love
to be somewhere in downtown
Turners Falls, near the park. but
could go elsewhere if need be.
Contact me at elkeech@hot-
mail.com if you have any leads.

If you have any questions or
need any more information,
please let me know.

Support our Advertisers!
Tell them you saw it in

The MHontague
Reporter

Writers Wanted
Uhe Montague
Reporter
is looking for writers to

cover news events,
arts, features, etc.

Please call
(413)863-8666

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
24 3rd Street
Turners Falls. MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

SENIOR GENTER ACTIVITIES March 12th - March 16th

MONTAGUE Senior Center,
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls. is
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. for activities and con-
gregate meals. Make meal
reservations a day in advance
by 11 am. Messages can be
left on the machine when the
center is closed (863-9357).
Mealsite manager is Chris
Richer. The center offers a hot
noon meal weekdays to any
senior. Transportation to the
center can be provided.
Special trip coordinator is Jean
Chase. Make trip reservations
by calling 772-6356. Payment
and menu choice is due three
weeks prior to trip.

Monday, 12th

9-11 a.m. Foot Screening
10:00 a.m. Aerobics

11:00 a.m. Easy Aerobics

1:00 p.m. Canasta

Tuesday, 13th

Hemoglobin A1C screening
9:30 a.m. T’ai Chi

10:00 a.m. Brown Bag

1:00 p.m. Council on Aging
1:00 p m. “Spring Painting”™ at
the Montague Senior Center,
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls.
Registration $10 for Gill and

Montague residents others
$15. Louise Minks and David
Sund will be instructing this
class. This painting class is in
acrylic painting for all levels
of expertise.

Wednesday, 14th

9-11 a m. Foot Screening
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11:15 a.m. Mealsite Meeting
12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, 15th

1:00 p.m. Pitch

5:00 p.m. Gill-Montague-
Erving Triad “Safety Begins at
Home” with Mo Grossberger.
Corned beef and cabbage din-
ner; St. Kaz Hall Turners Falls.
$5 ($1 50/50 raffle). Tickets
available at Montague and
Erving police departments.
Friday, 16th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11 am. Easy Aerobics

1:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Day
Party. Wear your green!
Music. food, fun. Ron Quinlin
is back to play music for danc-
ing.

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St.., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through

Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for activities and congregate
meals. For information and
reservations call Polly Kiely.
Senior Center director at 413
423-3308. Lunch daily at
11:30 a m. with reservations a
day in advance by 11:00 a.m.
Transportation can be provid-
ed for meals, Thursday shop-
ping, or medical necessity by
calling Dana Moore at 978
544-3898.

Monday, 12th

9:30 a.m. Exercise
9:45 a.m. Library

12 Noon Pitch
Tuesday, 13th

9 a.m. Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 14th
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 15th

9 a.m. Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Shopping

WENDELL Senior Center.
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for
info, schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

We’ve Got You Covered!

SATURDAY SPECIAL
In-Stock

WALLPAPER
$1.99/Single Roll

Since 1910 =

187 Avenue A, Turners Falils » 863-4346

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

® Sysiem 2000
(Energy Kineties)

¢ Thermo Pride

® Weil-Melain

¢ Other Major Brands

o Expert Burner
Service

(413) 773-3622
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Work Continues to Prepare Skate Park

BY JARED LIBBY
TURNERS FALLS - Under
mounds of snow sits the

Montague Skate Park. The snow
didn’t stop a crew of community
members from spending the
afternoon of February 24th in 20
degree weather attending to
some necessary repairs. In fact,
it was the second time during the
month of February that a group
has spent the afternoon working
away at the list of tasks that
must be completed before the

skate park can safely reopen.
Under the tutelage of Jeff
Aho, director of the Brick
House, volunteers spent the
afternoon replacing damaged
sheets of plywood and adding
cross-bracing to the largest
ramps to provide extra strength
and stability. With the goal of
having the park reopened for the
summer of 2007, this crew of
dedicated volunteers has worked
to cross tasks off the list, one by
one. With the new fence

installed at the beginning of the
year, and the dangerously dam-
aged ramps removed. the light at
the end of the tunnel is growing
brighter. The short list of tasks to
complete now consists of
replacing a few more sheets of
plywood, installing some metal
edging, removing debris, and
receiving final safety approval
from the town. The most diffi-
cult work has already been com-
pleted.

This year will offer a chance

for those who want to see the
skate park thrive to step up and
take care of it. Since there is cur-
rently no entity to directly over-
see the maintenance of the park.
it is up to those who value the
park to pitch in to keep it clean
and safe, so it may stay open for
years to come. There is a need
for interested community mem-
bers to form a town committee
to oversee the park’s operation
and upkeep.

Volunteer workdays will con-

tinue until the park is reopened.
and beyond. The next scheduled
date is Saturday, March 24th,
from noon to 4:00 p m. Call the
Brick House teen center phone
number (413-863-9559) for
more information on how you
can help. Feel free to show up
with a hammer or drill - or just
another set of hands - to make a
huge difference in our town.
Finally, a huge thank you to
Nate, Athecia, Bethany, Nick,
Kyle, Matt, and Jeft!

Brick House Moviemakers Festival Reminder

TURNERS FALLS - A
reminder to all emerging youth
videographers: the Brick House
Community Resource Center is
holding its second Young
Moviemakers Festiva on the first
Saturday in May. 2007. The
Brick House once again invites
any youth or youth team less
than 21 years of age by May 5th
to submit their work! Youth can
have their work compared to
their peers and judged by a panel
of experts. Submissions can be
from anywhere in the region.

Prizes will be given to recog-
nize the quality and effort of the
submissions. Included are free
tickets generously domnated by
the Greenfield Garden Cinemas
and the Latchis Theatre in
Brattleboro.

Entries are due by April 2nd,
2007. The videos of all finalists
will be shown the afternoon of
May 5th. 2007 at the Brick
House, beginning at 2 p.m. All
submitted videos need to be less

than 15 minutes long.
Additional information about
this festival can be found at the
Brick House web site: www.the-
brickhouseinc.org

As with the first fest in the
early fall of 2006, there is a wide
open category to cover submis-
sions on any subject. The Brick
House is also interested this time
in videos best portraying the
people (real or imagined). the
history or the natural environ-
ment of the Connecticut River or
any of its tributaries.

This emphasis on the
Connecticut River is part of the
Turners Falls RiverCulture ini-
tiative, which leverages the river
as an historical and cultural
focus to supportt local economic
development. This initiative is
partially funded by the
Massachusetts Cultural Council.
For more mformation see
www.turnersfallsriverculture.org

The jury for the festival
includes Steve Alves, who

worked in Hollywood and New
York City as a film editor for 10
years and who has produced six
videos on local community sub-
jects; Robin Mide. whose film
“Positive Profiles in Courage:
Vermont Women Living with
HIV” is showing at the
Brattleboro Women’s Film
Festival in March; 22 year-old
Bob Kizykowski, who is work-
ing to turn his highly popular
Elsie Hooper comic strip into a
motion picture; and Keiry
Kazokas, who co-directed and
wrote the script for the 90-
minute coming of age film “Free
to Fly™.

For more information on the
Young Moviemakers Festival,
call Michael or Karen at (413)
863-9576; Jared, Maurice or
Nate at 413.863.9559; or email
mfo@thebrickhouseinc.org.

The Brick House itself has
experienced video staff. access
to nearby video editing facilities,
video background through pro-

GLBT Support Group at the Brick House

TURNERS FALLS - The Brick
House Community Resource
Center in Tumers Falls is foster-
ing tolerance and support for gay.
lesbian, bisexual, transgender.
trans-sexual, and questioning
youth, as well as straight allies. by
offering weekly meetings of a
new GLBT group at its 24 Third
Street location, Thursdays from 4
to 6 p m. Support, awareness, and
friendship will be at the heart of

the weekly gatherings that will be
facilitated by Brick House volun-
teer and participant Athecia
Greene. Greene, who was the
student advisor of the Franklin
County Technical School GSA
(Gay Straight Alliance) from
2001 to 2003, sees the group as
being an extension of the Brick
House’s supportive environment.
In addition to the meetings that
will take place at the Brick

House, the group will have the
opportunity to attend confer-
ences, Boston Pride, and other
events that celebrate who these
teens are. Group members may
also decide to organize perfor-
mances, such as poetry readings
and variety shows. Teens from
throughout the area are encour-
aged to attend. For more informa-
tion, call Karen Stinchfield at
863-9576.

duction of its “Brick House TV”
program, and a history of collab-
oration with both Montague
Community Television and
Greenfield Community
Television.

Ant Bully Rescheduled
The Free Friday Night Movie:
The Ant Bully, postponed from
last Friday due to the storm, has
been rescheduled to Friday
night, March Sth, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Sheffield School auditorium.

LIKE NETFLIX -

ONLY LOCAL!

VIDEO To 69

50 Federal Street, Greenfield 413-773-1701

Starting at Just
$13 a Month

WE'RE ON THE MOVE!
Ed’s Barbershop

established 1955 on the Avenue
GoinG Back Home 1o 74 Avenue A
As oF APRIL

2

774-7775

Overwhefmed by stuff? TEFrankH Couﬁ’s Newest
IN-TOWIN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

VARIETY OF 2\
Easy in-town location S 4
Secure 24-hour access hslm"" (ﬂ[

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to inguire

+ digital copies

We Specialize In Impossible Deadiines!
20 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology + old-fashicned personal service

180 Main Street, Greenfield + 413-774-3500 + greenfield@copycatorintshop.com

+ full color offset printing

+ oversize copies
+ files accepted via email

[bryant |

TOGNARELLI
HEATING & COOLING

¢ Specializing in Repairing & Installation
* Gas & Oil Systems * Radiant Heat, Gas Piping
* The Gas Experts

413-863-2295
123 Avenue A, Turners Falls

SPACEPAC

Centrnl Air - Axrywhere

" Abolt-Face
v PC Sales & Service
v MAC Software Support

v Network Support and Installation
v/ Quickbooks Training and Support

(ompllll.’fl’ Solutions about-face(@verizon.net

Veronica Phaneuf]|
(413) 367-0025

Northfield
Barber Shop

Mon, Tu, Wed: Noon-5
Thurs, Fii: 8-5 « Sat. 8-Noon

74C Main Street ¢ Northfield
413-498-5166

Builders

Renaissance

Stephen Greenwald

PO Box 272

Turners Falls, MA 01376
413/863-8316

Fax 413/863-9712

www.renbuild.net
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An Unaifordable Dream

A proposal to spend $65.000
to conduct a feasibility study
for a new multi-service com-
munity center in Montague is
moving forward. following a
public hearing on Tuesday,
March 6th. The idea is to com-
bine three town departments:
the library. the senior center,
and the parks and recreation
department, in one new build-
ing, and to find a space some-
where in downtown Turners
Falls to build this new multi-
use facility. The area to the rear
of town hall has been men-
tioned as a prime location, with
views of the river, access to
Unity Park and the bike path,
and plenty of convenient park-
ing. For seniors from Gill who
share the use of the present sen-
ior cenfer on 5th Street, a new
center by town hall would make
the commute even more con-
venient. Town officials see pos-
sible efficiencies in fundrais-
ing, grant writing, and shared
facilities (such as kitchen
space, bathrooms, or meeting
rOo0Mms) in a community center.

So far, no price tag has been
set for what it would cost to
build a new community center,
but we believe it would
inevitably run to the millions of
dollars. An actual cost estimate
will await the completion of the
feasibility study. and, unfortu-
nately, $65.000 will need to be
expended to determine this fig-
ure. We think that money could
be better spent meeting the
town’s current capital needs,
including building a new police
station.

Last month, the selectboard
projected that the new police
station, to be built next to the
fire station on Tumpike Road,
may cost Montague taxpayers
up to $5 million. While that ini-
tial estimate may be high, we
doubt the final cost will be
much lower. Town meeting will
face the necessity of borrowing
or raising money to meet the
cost of this project in June.

We strongly support the

move to build a new police sta-
tion. The current facility has
been in dire need of retirement
for 20 years. But does anyone
think the town will find the
funds to build a new police sta-
tion and a new multi-use com-
munity center, more or less at
the same time? No pun intended
to the $5.7 million combined
sewer overflow project. but
that’s a pipe dream.

Among those speaking in
favor of the multi-use center are
at least some public officials
who have spoken against mak-
ing capital improvements to the
town’s elementary school build-
ing in Montague Center. An
accurate cost estimate for all the
improvements needed to bring
the Montague Center School
into compliance with ADA
requirements, replace the aging
roof, remove asbestos tile, and
upgrade a sewer line and wiring
in that building has yet to be
arrived at. We await those fig-
ures with keen anticipation. But
whatever they amount to, they
will not add up to a fraction of
what it would cost to build a
new community center. We
would expect all those who are
campaigning for fiscal responsi-
bility for the schools to practice
the same Yankee frugality when
it comes to facilities for parks,
seniors and libraries.

Speaking of Yankee frugali-
ty, it is a time-honored tradition
in these parts to re-use and
restore whatever can be eco-
nomically preserved, rather than
tossing it out on the junk heap
and buying new. Regarding the
century-old Carnegie Library
on the main street of town, we
think the same principle could
be wisely applied. That is a
beautiful old building, in need
of sensible renovation. It has
served generations of Montague
library users, young and old, for
free. Other than town roads, it
could be argued that the
Carnegie Library is the town
service used more consistently,

see DREAM pg 5
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Oh Tony? Yeah, uh, he's right thete behind the
fenee, faking' tare of business ya know, yep, be
rightt baeke, Jus fakin eare & busimess s all... “

Yep, he'll be back
any seeond now,

fesiree.

LETTERS T0

Jay DiPucchio printed the
Democratic Caucus ballot last
week with my name already on
it, since he had not heard other-
wise from me. This week I
would like to make it official,
by decision rather than default,
that I am again a candidate for
Montague selectboard. Several
of the projects now underway,
as well as some of the problems
the town faces, compel me to
TUN again.

It has seemed to be conven-
tional wisdom in these parts
that the winner of the caucus is
essentially the selectperson

(D
Once More for Seleecthoard

elect.
T h =
effect
of this
1s that
we sel-
d om
have a
choice
of can-

didates on the ballot. However,
it is not too late if someone
wants to run in this election.
Nomination papers are still
available in the town clerk’s

THE EDITOR

office.

I would say also that I
have decided as well that this
will be my final term as a
member of the selectboard, if
re-elected. I am telling you
this now, hoping to save
myself the anguish of trying
to make this tough decision
again in three years time. In
any case, at the end of this
term, I hope to see two or

three of our capable and

thoughtful townspeople step
forward to run for the board.

- Patricia Pruitt

Turners Falls

Why the Town Forest Gates Went Up

As a member of the Fiske
Pond advisory committee I
would like to respond to com-
ments made by Wendell select-
board member Ted Lewis con-
cerning the installation of gates
on town owned property. as
reported in the March 1st edi-
tion of the Montague Reporter.
Lewis questioned the authority
to put up gates that restrict
access to roads within the Fiske
Pond and Montague Road town
forest land.

First, it should be noted that
it was the Wendell conservation
commission rather than the
Fiske Pond advisory cominittee
that authorized the istallation
of these gates. The advisory
committee makes recommenda-
tions to the conservation com-

mission and helps to implement
stewardship projects, but final
authority rests with the commis-
sion, not their advisory commit-
tee. The authority to manage the
Montague Road property was
granted to the conservation
comumission at the 2003 annual
town meeting.

I would also like to answer
Lewis’ question about why we
need the gates now. A couple
who recently acquired property
abutting the town forest was
granted permission by the con-
servation commission to use the
old logging road on the land to
access part of their property.
Access to this road had been
blocked by several large boul-
ders, which would need to be
moved in order in order to use

the road for the abutters’ access
or for forest management proj-
ects. The purpose of installing
the gate is to allow for some
vehicular access, without open-
ing up a road into the forest that
might invite people to use it as a
party spot or dumping ground.
The gate will serve to protect
the land and the species that
inhabit it and. by moving the
boulders, it will make it possible
to use the old logging road.

As someone involved in
helping care for this property, I
am grateful that the Valley Land
Fund provided us with an
opportunity to have these gates
installed without using any
town funds.

- Marianne Sundell
‘Wendell

WAVES Looking for New Members

We are looking for women to
join WAVES (Women Accepted
for Volunteer Emergency
Service) National. All women
who have served or are current-
ly serving in the Navy, Coast
Guard and Marine Corps.
including those presently serv-
ing in the reserves. are eligible
to join. WAVES National
includes yeomen who served
during World War I and Navy
nurses. Women who have
served or are currently serving
in other military services.
including WRENS. are eligible
to join WAVES National as
associate members. The mem-
bers share camaraderie with
women who have had similar
experiences and lend moral aid

and assistance to all service
women and veterans.
Hospitalized women veterans
and women living in VA facili-
ties are a primary Concern.
WAVES National has over
4,500 members and more than
100 local units. For more infor-
mation please call me at 413-
863-9044.

- Carolyn Pruner
Turners Falls

We welcome your letters.

The Montague Veporter
24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA
01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050

reporfer@montaguema.nef
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VIEW FROM THE STATEHOUSE

My Focus this Term Will Be on Education
Funding, Land Use Reform and Health Care.

BY REP. STEPHEN KULIK
(D-WORTHINGTON)

It has been awhile since my
last column in the Montague
Reporter, and a lot has happened
at the State House since the
November election and the
beginning of the new legislative
session in January. Let me start
by thanking the voters of
Montague and Wendell for giv-
ing me the privilege of continu-
ing to represent them for the next
two years. I also want to thank
them for choosing Deval Patrick
to be our new Governor. There is
now a different atmosphere on
Beacon Hill, as we finally have a
chief executive who is fully
engaged in addressing the needs
of the state (as opposed to using
the office to campaign for
President). Gov. Patrick and the
legislature are also conunitted to
working constructively as part-
ners to solve many of the chal-
lenges we face. We will not
always agree on policies and ini-
tiatives (as can be seen in just the
first few weeks in office), but I
believe that we share a common
purpose to work hard, and to
think outside of the box in trying

to build a better Commonwealth.

Of course, some things never
change at the State House -
including getting to work on the
new FYO0S8 state budget. During
the gubemnatorial campaign, we
were told by Mitt Romney that
the state had a $1 billion budget
swplus on hand. Once he left
office it became clear he had left
behind a more than $1 billion
budget shortfall. In less than two
months, the Patrick administra-
tion had to prepare and submit a
new spending plan under these
difficult circumstances.

Governor Patrick’s proposed
budget, unveiled on February
28th, reflects these limited rev-
enues, and 1s therefore less gener-
ous than hoped for in a number of
areas. For me, these include high-
er education, the environment,
and local aid. Gov. Patrick prom-
ises to file some new initiatives
for educational and environmen-
tal spending later in the spring.
As for local aid, he proposes a
$15 million increase in lottery
distribution, which is good con-
sidering that lottery sales are
stagnant. Last year, the budget
eliminated the cap on lottery pay-
ments to towns, so OUr communi-
ties are now receiving all of the
fimds they are entitled to.

Last year the legislature also
adjusted and improved the for-
mula for distributing education
funds (so-called Chapter 70) and
proposed a five year phased plan
to achieve greater equity and fair-
ness in funding for local schools.
For FY08, we predicted a $255
million increase in Chapter 70
funds. However, based on the
lower state revenue estimates

(4% for FY08). the governor has
only increased school spending
by $200 million. This is still a
sizeable increase. but I will be
working over the next few weeks
to increase it by $55 million in
the House budget. The same is
true for Regional School
Transportation funds, which
Patrick level funded. and for the
education “pothole” account,
which he eliminated. I will be
working to fully fund transporta-
tion this year, and to re-establish
the pothole account, which our
schools have utilized at times in
the past to address unexpected
circumstances that create budget
problems.

I have also been actively
working with a group of school
officials and legislators to
address education funding prob-
lems that are unique to some
small, rural schools. The group is
meeting under the auspices of
the Mass Association of
Regional Schools (MARS), and
is focusing on finding a way to
help school districts that are
experiencing declining student
enrollment. Gill-Montague and
New Salem-Wendell schools are
in this category. I have closely
followed the struggles that
Montague citizens and officials
are having with the issue of
school facilities and enrollment.
The declining state funds that
follow enrollment drops present
a huge problem for small towns.
We are working on the details of
a proposal to create a so-called
“circuit-breaker” that may pro-
vide additional funds to districts
that meet three general criteria:
sparse student population,

declining enrollment, and lower
income of residents. The work-
ing group wants to pursue some
funding for this in the FYO08
budget, although it will be chal-
lenging due to the limited rev-
enue and the shortfalls in the
educational accounts I men-
tioned earlier. However, this is
very positive work and I will
have more to report about it in
the coming months. This rural
circuit-breaker approach could
be an important component of
the next phase of education fund-
ing reform, to provide relief
from the pressures facing local
town and school budgets.

Other issues I am focusing on
include providing relief to dairy
farmers, who are in the midst of
an economic crisis. Under the
federal pricing order, they are
paid less for their milk than it
costs to produce it. Therefore.
we are trying to devise a support
program that can help to close
that gap as well as provide long-
term support for this important
agricultural industry. I am also
continuing my work to bring
sensible land use reform to
Massachusetts by reforming our
state’s zoning legislation. We
need to give our commumnities the
tools to manage growth wisely.
meet affordable housing needs.
protect open space. and provide
for sustainable economic devel-
opment. Our state’s antiquated
planning and zoning laws don’t
adequately support these efforts
locally, and T hope that this is the
legislative session where sensi-
ble land use reform can become
a reality.

The legislation I am sponsor-

ing is now called the Commumnity
Planning Act. and I welcome the
support of all who are concerned
about the future of our commumni-
ties. Please contact me if you
would like to know more.

The last thing T will mention
for now is my new role as vice
chair of the Committee on
Health Care Financing. I was
appointed to this leadership posi-
tion in late January, and I wel-
come the opportunity to become
intensively involved in a subject
that affects everyone. Last ses-
sion, the legislature passed a
landmark health care reform law
that aims to provide quality,
affordable health insurance for
every citizen. Needless to say,
this is a tall order, and we face
many challenges to make it suc-
ceed. My new role on this com-
mittee will include closely moni-
toring the implementation of the
new law and working on any
adjustments that may be required
along the way. I have already
heard from constituents who
have benefited from the first
phase of the program, and I am
working with others, both indi-
viduals and business owners, to
assist with the transition to the
new system.

Be sure to let me or my staff
know if we can be of assistance
to you on this, or any other mat-
ter.

Contact information:
rep.stephenkuliki@state.ma.us

District Office: 1 Sugarloaf
St, South Deerfield, MA 01373.
413-665-7200

State House, Room 236,
Boston, MA 02133. 617-722-
2430.

DREAM
continued from pg 4

by more people of all ages, year-
round, than any other in town.
There community has a strong
pride in that institution. The town
could never afford to build anoth-
er building as well appointed as
the Camegie Library today, nor
should it have to. With a modest
renovation plan, including the
addition of an elevator to reach

the second floor, that building
could be affordably updated to
serve the town for another centu-
1y, for the purpose it was origi-
nally designed for. Letting it fall
into private hands, or worse, into
dereliction, would be a blow to
the efforts being made to revive
the Avenue. No credible public
re-use of the library has been put
forward.

‘When the building committee
looked at adding a new wing to

the Carnegie some years ago,
they came up with an ambitious
plan that would have cost the
town too many millions of dol-
lars. With or without state help, a
downsized plan to simply add an
elevator to the Camegie, bring
the second floor and bathrooms
up to code, and add a few parking
spaces outside would make this

an affordable project for
Montague, one the taxpayers of
town could support.

As for the senior center and
the parks and recreation depart-
ment, they need secure homes
and improved facilities, true. We
thought the proposal to open up
half of the Hillcrest School to
meet their needs made a great
deal of practical. economic
sense. Hillcrest is centrally locat-
ed in town, all on one floor, with
plenty of parking. But now the
future of school configuration is
again in doubt.

We think the town and the
school district should settle this
issue first, before proceeding to
spend profligately on yet another
feasibility study for a community
center that may not be needed, in
a new building Montague cannot
afford.

For a complete account of the
March 6th community center
public hearing, read Sarah
Thavers report in next week’s
Montagie Reporter:
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LETTERS TO

Each issue of your paper
carries, on the editorial page,
the current number of US
Forces killed, and wounded
in action, in Iraq and
Afghanistan, as counted on a
sign maintained by the
Veterans Agent in Turners
Falls and by the Oak Ridge
Detachment of the Marine
Corps League.

But we have now learned,
thanks to Bob Woodruff of
ABC, that hundreds of
soldiers who have had their
brains rattled by roadside
bombs have gone through
Walter Reed Hospital and
then been sent home with
that head wound ignored. Yet

THE EDITOR

War Wounded Undercounted

they can’t think straight,
can’t work, and leave their
wives baffled and desperate.
When they go to their local
Veterans” Center for help, no
one knows what to do. So
families throughout the
country are in a quandary.

All those brain-damaged
veterans should be added to
the number of our wounded
veterans, but no one knows
who they are, or how many
there are.

Seems to me you should
cover the situation with your
own editorial comment.

- Constant Reader
Northampton, MA

Excerpted from the web-

log Daily Kos
(www.dailykos.com)  from
Tuesday, March 6th

“In that charming

democratic tradition that still
lives in New England, today
was the day the people of
Vermont got to speak. And fo
goVeln.

In town meetings all over
the state, Vermonters
gathered to debate and decide
town business, and in some
places, to make larger
statements.

Today, news reaches us
that thirty-five towns in
Vermont said they’d had
enough of waiting for
someone to probe the depths
of George W. Bush’s crimes,
and would wait no longer.

On the day that Scooter
Libby. Special Assistant to
the President (let’s not forget
that he held that title), was
convicted of perjury and
obstruction of justice, and on
the day that U.S. Attorneys
from all over the country
revealed that they had been
pressured by Republican
operatives and  elected
officials to drop cases against
friends and bring cases
against enemies. and on the
day that the New Mexico

Thirty-Five Vermont Towns
Vote to Impeach

State Senate cleared an
impeachment resolution for
floor consideration, we’ve
received word that 35
Vermont towns have voted to
call for impeachment.

The impeachment
resolutions have passed so far
in Bristol, Calais, Craftsbury,
Dummerston, East
Montpelier, Greensboro,
Guilford, Grafton, Hartland,
Jamaica, Jericho, Johnson,

Marlboro, Middlebury,
Montgomery, Morristown,
Newfane, Peru. Plainfield,
Richmond, Rochester,
Roxbury, St. Johnsbury,
Springfield, Stannard,
Sunderland, Townshend,

Tunbridge, Vershire, Warren,
Westminster, Wilmington,
and Woodbury, according to
organizers.

Several towns voted to not
take wup the measure:
Bakersfield, Londonderry,
Dorset, Stamford, and
Walden.

To help bring a resolution
to impeach President Bush
and Vice President Cheney
fo Montague town meeting,
contact Commifee to Protect
the Constitution, PO. Box
172, Montague, MA 01351,
or: jeanne(@crocker.com.

Saiety Complex Update

BY PAM HANOLD
TURNERS FALLS - On
February 16th, I joined five
other Montague residents on a
tour of three police stations
with architect Brian Humes.
who is doing the feasibility
study for Montague’s new
safety complex. Chief Ray
Zukowski. secretary Sandy
Guilbault, and Detective Brian
Dobosz represented the police
department. Tom Bergeron.
highway superintendent. came
to check out facilities
maintenance issues; Patricia
Pruitt  attended as  the
selectboard liaison with the
building committee, and I am a
building committee member.

It was very instructive to
both see  other safety
complexes Humes has
designed. and to see how he
gathers  information and
translates it into a town specific
building plan. The tour
provided an opportunity for us
to ask him questions and for
him to solicit ideas from our
people on what would work
best for us in Montague.

The architect’s preliminary
needs assessment for the new
police station was reported on
at the February 5th selectboard
meeting. That first document
was a very preliminary starting
point, engendering some
figures which startled all of us,
the architect included. So I was
interested in just what process
he had used.

The first point he made was
that the draft was a much more
preliminary step than some of
us had understood. Humes
interviewed police staff, asking
detailed questions which
yielded information which was
then itemized in an extensive
format he has developed from
his 18 years of designing police
facilities. He was surprised at

how many more calls our
department handles relative to
the number of sworn police
officers than is typical in
Massachusetts police
departments, a response I heard
repeated by every police chief
in the four stations I visited.
That meant that when those
figures were combined with
formulas to generate the typical
number of feet needed in police
buildings, the initial square
footage suggested for
Montague’s new police station
was 16.600.

As the committee and Chief
Zukowski have all been
focused on getting a building
that works well for Montague
but is not extravagant, I asked
Humes  what kind of
assumptions were in the square
footage formula. He identified
them as equivalent to shopping
for a smaller Ford on a VW --
Ford -- Cadillac continuum.

The stations Humes took us
to were all buildings he had
designed. We spent most of our
time in two of about 10,000
feet each. Humes was
interested in having members
of the Montague police
department see what the spaces
actually felt and looked like, so
they could tell him what was
too big, too small, the wrong
shape, a workable layout or
not, and generally let him hear
their reactions on what would
work well for our town. In
addition to our comments, we
were able to ask the personnel
at these police stations what
they liked or found not to have
worked as well, or what they
would change. It was a very
impressive information-
gathering process.

Another benefit was seeing
different building materials and
finding out what the decision
tradeoffs were. For instance,

watching Bergeron look at and
ask questions about floor
coverings gave us a start on
knowing we will be weighing
not only how long something
will last, but also what kind of
yearly maintenance costs it
Tequires.

Both stations had variations
on steel step-ladder
arrangements for accessing
utility rooms. That was one of
their decisions to save the
square footage that a regular
stairwell would use. In one
case, it worked fine, as far as I
could tell as one only watching
the climbers, but in the other
instance  there was an
unintended consequence. The
ladder worked well for the
maintenance people, but made
the space set aside for storage
unusable as there was no easy
way to carry boxes up or down
while climbing.

The police chiefs all
emphasized the importance of
careful planning for storage.
Although both stations were
built since 2000, they also
preceded many of the cwrrent
security requirements of the
federal government. Boxes of
equipment received from the
government were stacked in the
sally port in one case and in a
utility cupboard in another
because there had been no way
to predict that that space would
be needed.

I hope this report gives a
taste of how we on the
committee and in the police
departinent are progressing
with plans for the new safety
complex. It is important to us
for this to remain a very open
community process. We will be
making regular informational
reports to you in the months to
come in this newspaper, and we
welcome any questions you
may have.

More GMEF Mini-Grants

BY CORI URBAN
TURNERS FALLS - Last
month we ran out of room trying
to print news of all fourteen of the
mini-grants funded recently by
the Gill-Montague Education
fund, in amounts ranging from
$150 to $1,000. We printed seven
of the projects the GMEF funded
on February 15th; here are the
other seven:

The Great Falls Middle
School attended a performance of

Rain by Cirque Eloize. The
performance included dance,
song and music, and the
traditions from ancient times are
woven into these. Students will
be able to make connections with
their studies of the culture of
ancient Egypt as well as be
exposed to a form of artistic
expression they might not
otherwise experience. A
connection between math and
juggling will be investigated. and

LalBelle &
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students will write reflections for
language arts classes.

* Culinary Arts Meets Science.
Eighty-eight GFMS eighth
graders will make ice cream as
part of the science cwriculum
that teaches chemistry. This
project will allow the students to
learn about how heat moves in
predictable ways. the effect of
heat on particle motion, discover

see GRANTS pg 7
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Hand Knit with Love and Stitches

TFHS STUuDENT KNITS FOR MILITARY FAMILIES

BY ALI URBAN

ERVING - You might be
surprised to see Tumners Falls
High School students knitting
during a free minute at school.
But it’s not uncommon to see a
colorful half-made scarf or
blanket placed on a student’s
desk next to textbooks and
binders. Recently, the pastime
has become popular among some
high school girls. One, however,
has used her knitting talents to
aid members of the United States
Naval and Marine Services and
their families.

Dawn Miner, a junior from
Erving, has donated more than
eighteen  hand-made  baby
blankets so far and looks forward
to making more. “I feel good
about making these blankets and
knowing that I can help people
out,” she said.

Her mother, Sandy, also an
avid knitter, suggested the project
last year when she learned about
the Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society on an internet knitting
list. The non-profit charitable
organization is designed to
provide financial, educational
and other assistance at its nearly
300 offices at Navy and Marine
bases around the world.

The 36-by-36-inch baby
blankets Dawn makes go to the

society’s “Budget for Baby
Classes” in which military
families prepare for their

expected child. At the end of the
class, the parents receive a layette
bag. “They get to choose a hand-

made item, either a
blanket or a sweater set
with the bag.” Dawn
explained. The society
sends her varn and prepaid
mailing labels, and Dawn
sends her

ScHOOL
LITGHTS

out of babies she knew
to knit for, so was glad
to find people who
could use her blankets.
Dawn has been
knitting since she was
seven. Her

donations to the
society’s chapter
in  Washington,
D.C.. where they
are distributed.

She attaches a
card to each
blanket that says,
“Hand knit with
love and stitches”
and includes her
name, address and
email address so
the recipients
“know where the
blankets came
from.”

She enjoys
making the baby
blankets and is
conscious of
those who may
not have a chance

mother taught
her  different
patterns  and
techniques. “It’s
all knit and
purl.” her
mother
explained. “It’s
just a matter of
how you
combine them.”

Dawn started
making
dishcloths and
expanded to
hats,  booties
and scarves, but
said  blankets
are her favorite.
She follows a
pattern she calls
“Dawn’s Navy-
Marine Relief

to own something Blanket” that
handmade.  “It S andy
shows you care,” i PHOTO BY ALIURBAN | designed. Dawn
AHR Al “She Dawn Miner, a Turners Falls High School junior has knitted niore has. als.o il
added that, “The han 18 baby Blankets for the Navv-Marine Corbs Relief” Soci designing her
people who get war ey asen fpeiie Dy Matee Conps. Recef Sooniy own  blanket

these are far away from home
serving our country, and I want to
thank them and give these in
return.”

Dawn said her father and a
brother were Marines, so the
project is particularly special to

her. She thinks that every knitter
eventually finds a special charity,
and this is hers. “T also am very
close to my nieces and nephews,
so I wanted to do something
which would help children, too,”
she said. She joked that she ran

patterns, and using different color
combinations.

‘When she’s not singing in the
TFHS choir or managing the
field hockey team, Dawn enjoys
knitting for relaxation. She is also
a friend of the Gill-Montague

Education Fund, and maintains
first academic honors. “Knitting
is a way to relax, but it also gives
you a purpose,” she said. She
finds the craft provides a break
from everyday life during which
she doesn’t have to worry about
anything,

“I usually knit to wind down.”
she explained. Afier she finishes
her homework, she often enjoys
watching TV or a movie,
especially Harry Potter, while
working on a blanket. Each one
usually takes her about ten hours
to complete.

Dawn does not only knit at
home, however. “Her knitting
bag goes with her everywhere,”
Sandy said. It’s filled with all of
her knitting needs. including
scissors, extra needles, a tape
measure and a rOw counter.
Dawn takes her supplies with her
to doctor’s appointments, on
vacations and wherever else she
may have a chance to get a few
rows completed.

She also will work on her
knitting projects during spare
time at school and has taught
some classmates to knit. “Tt feels
good to teach someone else how
to do the craft. It’s passing on a
valuable skill.” she said.

For more information about
the Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society or for Dawn’s Navy-
Marine Relief Blanket pattern,
email Dawn  Miner  at
dnm@valinet.com.

GRANTS
continued from pg 6

the energy of heat and learn
about the freezing and melting
points of substances and the
role of salt in the process. The
students will then use pictures
to explain the process.

* Incredible Insects. Sixty-
seven second-grade students
from Hillcrest and Montague
Center schools will attend a
Northfield Mountain Recre-
ation and Environmental

Center program on the study of
insects and life cycles. They
will learn about adaptations
and habitats of various insects.

+ Grade 3 Trip to Sturbridge
Village. Forty-five Sheffield
School third graders will take a
trip to Old Sturbridge Village
to experience living history.

* The Preamble. Fourteen
Montague Center School third
graders will create a tile project
recreating the preamble of the
constitution. Some tiles will
have illustrations of some of

the framers of the constitution.
The tiles will grace the school
with a backboard and frame as
a reminder of the importance
of law and rules.

» 2007 Award Winners for
Young People’s Literature.
Award-winning young
people’s literature will be
purchased for Great Falls
Middle School and Turners
Falls High School fo comrelate
with the curriculum in the high
school and supplement the
directed reading program

collection in the middle school.

e Pond Probe: Trip to
Northfield Mountain. Fifty-one
Hillerest first-grade students
will take a field trip to
Northfield  Mountain  to
participate in a program that
allows students to catch,
observe and draw pond life.
Students will learn about water
cycles and notice
characteristics of the pond
habitat.

The GMEF seeks to enrich
and extend the reach of district

and school goals through the
funding of mini grants and
special project grants.

The criteria for awarding
grants are:

* Projects enrich and
support district and school
goals and curricula;

* Projects specify clear
goals, and implementation
plan, timelines(s) and an
evaluation process; and

* Projects demonstrate a
strong connection to improved
student outcomes.

NaTionAL CiTY
MORTGAGE

* Experience
* Great Service
* Professionalism

TIM PREVOST

@ National City Mortgage

Tim Offers You . . .

Whatever your needs, call Tim for a Free Pre-Approval

wee= §13-773-8984
#0544 e

Call

235

CYCLE

+ 100% Financing 274Rt.2,Gill
» Construction/Rehab Loans :
« FHAVA Loans ® Eﬂlﬂs 8( accessories
@ helmets (4131 333—9543
® bUOkS Allan ® David @ Melanie
- email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM
a1 | @ apparel WWW.AJCYCLE.COM

Rear Estate

BENCHMARK
gra

YETTER BUsINESs CENTER
525 Bemardston Road
Greenficld, MA 01301

bernie@benchmark-pratt.com

(413) 774-1200 X121 Bernie Monkiewicz

Realtor

413-256-6217 )

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired ana’ restored ¢

UMNTE
.
9 e

FINE ITALIAN DINING

Denise DiPaolo, Chwner
Hilton Dottin, Chef

Open 5-9 Sun - Thurs
5 -10 Fri and Sat
Closed Tues

Reservations Accepted

WWW.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO.coM

TEL 413-863-4441
FAX 413-863-4421

166 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376
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' Registration Deadline:
Children ages 4-6 Friday, April 27

Saturday Mornings; 10:30am-11:30am, April 28-June 9
Early Bird Registration Fee [Last Day Friday, April 13}:
Montague Residents = $25, Non-residents = $30

Regular Fee [After Friday, April 13):
Montague: Residents = $30, Non-residents = $35

Grades 1 & 2 (15t Graders must have played at least ane
season of Tee-Ball to be eligible to play.)
Saturday mornings; 9:00am-10:15am, April 28-June 9
Montague Residents = $30, Non-residents = $35
[Fees include hat, shirt & pants)
Enrollment Minimum & Maximum dependent upon the number of
parents who volunteer coach. Training is provided.

UL SIS0 L L0117, Montague has @ proud softballtradition-=be part of el
ROOKIE LEAGUE Registration has begun and is
Grades K-2 ongoing until Friday, April 6.
Saturday mornings; 9:00am-10:15am, April 28-June 9

Y g P
Montague Residents = $30, Non-residents = $35
[Fees include hat, shirt & pants)

Enroliment Minimum & Maximum dependent upon the number of
parents who volunteer coach.

SEMIOR LEAGUE “The Small Town League”

Girls in grades 3-6

Late March/Early April-Late June [Practices—weekdays;
dependent upon coaches schedule; League Games—
weekdays; varies)

Montague Residents = $45, Non residents = $50
[Fees include hat, shirt & pants)

Enroliment Maximum: 12/team.

GTHER

CREATE YOUR OWN COMIC BODK Registration Deadline:
Youth & Teens; Ages 10-16 Friday, April 6
Tuesday evenings; 6:00pm-7:00pm, April 10-May 15
Montague Residents = $15, Non-residents = $20
NAYAKING Registration Deadline:
Youths & Teens; 14 & Up Friday, May 4
(This is also being offered as a Family Program) Youths under
13 must attend with an adult
10:00am-4:00pm (six-hour program}; Saturday, May 12
Raindate is May 19
Montague Residents = $65, Non-residents = $70
Enroliment Minimum: 10 Enrollment Maximum: 12

PEPS/ PITCH HIT & RUN COMPETITION Registration Deadline:
Youth & Teens ages 7-14 Friday, April 27
Saturday April 28 @ 12-Noon

[Rain date: Sunday, April 29 @ 12-Noon)

Proof of age is required for all levels of participation. Failure to
show proof of age will render your child ineligible.

IR Morch 170 20
March 17-April 28 Registration Deadline: TBD

Montague Residents = $40.00 Non Residents = $45.00

Registration Deadline:
Adults 18 and Over Friday, March 30

Wednesday evenings; 6:00pm-7:00pm, April 4-June 13;
10-week program (Tentative)
Montague Residents = $45, Non-Residents = §50

R i cous ktsoeing
This course is also being Friday, April 13

offered as a Family Program for those B yrs. and Up.
Friday, April 20; 6:00pm-7:00pm
Free
M mﬂ “ ﬂl “ mm For more information on the Crabspple Festival,
Everyone is welcome to contact the Carnegie Library at 863-3214.

help us bring in National Physical Fitness & Sports Month [May)!
Sunday, April 29, 11am

Peter Cottontail's EGGstravaganza
IZZEA children ages 4 to 12 are invited to take part in this great

community tradition.
Saturday, April 7, 10am THIS EVENT IS RAIN OR SHINE.

Unity Park, First Street, Turners Falls
We will have face painting, egg coloring, a bake sale, pictures

with Peter Cottontail, and our 3rd Annual Egg Hunt where Kids

will have the challenge of finding approximately 4,000 candy
and toy-filled eggs that will be placed in designated areas
throughout Unity Park.

Participants must bring their own basket/bag for the eggs.
Event Co-Sponsors [at press time): The Montague Elks, Greeniield
Savings Bank, New England Extrusion, Sirums Equipment Co.,
Equi's Candy Store. and Boy Scout Troop 6.

HRYAKING Registration Deadline:
Youths & Teens; 14 & Up Friday, May 4
[This is also being offered

as a Youth & Teen Program| Youths under 13 must attend
with an adult

10:00am-4:00pm (six-hour programy]; Saturday, May 12;
Raindate is May 19

Montague Residents = $65, Non-residents = §70

Enroliment Minimum: 10 Enrollment Maximum: 12

BASIC FIREARMS SAFETY AWABENESS Registration Deadline:

Those 8 yrs. and Up. This Friday, April 13
course is also being offered as an Adult Program.

Friday, April 20; 6:00pm-7:00pm

Free

m m a m ” [ﬂm For more information on the Crabapple Festival,

Everyone is welcome to contact the Carnegle Library at 863-3214.

help us bring in National Physical Fitness & Sports Month [May]!
Sunday, April 29, 11am

FOR ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL THE MPRD OFFICE AT B63-3216

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Police Building Committee
Moves Into High Gear

BY ERIC WASILESKI - The
Montague selectboard met in a
very quick meeting on March
5th that featured none of the fire-
works of recent hearings. The
board heard a report from chief
of police Ray Zukowski, who
offered an update for the safety
complex building committee.
Following his remarks, board
chair Patricia Pruitt said, “They
are going into high gear.” The
building committee will report
to the selectboard every week
starting March 29th. On March
16th, project architect Jacunski
Humes will submit plans for the
town to review.

In a report about DPW pur-
chasing policy, town administra-
tor Frank Abbondanzio outlined
a new policy for a discretionary
spending account that had been
instituted this year. DPW super-
intendent Tom Bergeron was
authorized to spend $90.000 on
vehicles and equipment, without
town meeting approval, during
fiscal 07. Abbondanzio said
Bergeron spent this amount on
three pick-up trucks. and snow
removal equipment. In the
upcoming fiscal year, the DPW
discretionary fund amount will
be increased to $100,000, which
will also be available to use for
major equipment repairs, and an
initial lease payment on a new

backhoe. if the capital improve-
ment committee approves. The
CIC will still be asked to weigh
in on multi-year equipment leas-
es, since they encumber the town
for larger sums over time.

Speaking favorably of the
new discretionary account,
selectboard and capital improve-
ment committee member Pat
Allen said, “He [Bergeron]
might find a really great deal and
not need to bring it to town
meeting.” Board member Allen
Ross clarified. “The superinten-
dent would confer with the
selectboard or [the town admin-
istrator],” prior to making equip-
ment purchases from the discre-
tionary account.

The account can only be used
for current year expenses.

Town volunteers are sought
for a citizen advisory committee
for the Avenue A crosswalk and
street design improvements slat-
ed for the coming construction
season, using Community
Development Block Grant
funds. According to
Abbondanzio, one of the
requirements of the grant is the
involvement of a citizens group
to advise the town on the
removal of barriers to accessibil-
ity, one of the goals of the
Avenue A walkway improve-
ments. “We especially need

someone as a low income repre-
sentative,” Abbondanzio said.
He added. “We are also trying to
ensure that the actual street is
handicapped accessible. so there
is also need of handicapped rep-
resentation.”

To volunteer for this commit-
tee, please contact town admin-
istrator Frank Abbondanzio at
town hall, 863-3200, extension
110.

Abbondanzio announced that
Massachusetts Common Cause
had reported on the progress of
the town of Montague’s website,
Wwww montague.net. Common
Cause, a non-partisan citizen's
organization whose goal is to
ensure open, honest, accountable
and effective government at the
federal, state, and local levels,
reported the town’s posting of all
key government meetings with
agendas, online payment of
taxes and town meeting results
as strong positives for the web-
site. In the ‘needs improvement’
category, Common Cause noted
the absence from the website of
town by-laws or details of the
budget, and called for including
the town’s master plan as well.

The board agreed to consider
the wupgrades, and directed
selectboard secretary Wendy
Bogusz to look into these possi-
ble additions to the website.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE GILL POLIGE LOG

Wednesday 2-28

domestic arrest on Shaw Road.
West Gill Road.

Thursday 3-1

12:15 p.m. Received infor-
mation regarding a possible
identity theft at a Main Road
business. Under investigation.

7:15 a.m. Report of vandal-
ism caused to a vehicle on

Main Road.
2:20 p.m. Assisted
Bernardston  police  with

4:35 pm. ATV complaint on

Assisted Bernardston Police

2:10 p.m. 911 misdial from
Stoughton Place residence, all
OK.

4:25 pm. Assisted Erving
police with arrest.

10:40 p.m. Assisted
Bermnardston police with noise
complaint on Bald Mountain
Road.

Saturday 3-3

3:30 am. Report of an
unwanted subject on Mountain
Road

3:20 p.m. Criminal charges
sought against

Charged with identity fraud,
forgery of a document and use
of a false document.
Monday 3-5

2:15 p m. Assisted highway
department with wires knocked
down at public safety building.

Tuesday 3-6

6:40 am. Checked suspi-
cious vehicle in the area of the
town hall, all OK.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLIGE LOG

Two Car Accident, Heavy Damage

Wednesday 2-28

4:45 p.m. Report of a suspi-
cious man walking near the
Route 2 and Route 2A split.
Area searched. Nothing found.

Thursday 3-1

4:23 p m. After a motor vehi-
cle stop on Route 2, Shane
Furtado was arrested for defec-
tive tail light, seatbelt violation,
operating after revocation, open
container of alcohol, possession
of a class D drug. and a default
warrant.

Friday 3-2

4:26 p.m. Two-car accident
on Route 2 at the intersection of
Route 63. No personal injuries
reported. Heavy damage to one
vehicle.

Sunday 3-4

12:40 p.m. Assisted motorist
stuck in the snow at the ceme-
tery.

Monday 3-5
1:25 p.m. Arrested

T e

warrant.

6:30 p m. Report of a chim-
ney fire at a Central Street
address. Fire  department
responded.

Tuesday 3-6
11:15 a.m. After a motor
vehicle stop on Route 2, a crim-
inal application was issued to
for
suspended

driving with a

license.




March 8, 2007

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELEGTBOARD

Revenue Sharing with Erseco Kicks In

BY KEVIN FOLEY - The
Town of Erving received
$74.610.25 from Erving Paper
Mill on Monday, March 5th.
The payment is the first of
many that will come to the
town as result of an agreement
for the paper mill to take in rev-
enue from third-party-waste-
water at the treatment plant in
Erving Center.

The Erving Paper Mill
‘Wastewater Treatment Facility

from the mill. However, since
2005, the paper mill has
brought in third-party-waste-
water, or wastewater that does
not come from the town or the
mill. The payment that the
selectboard  received on
Monday night was for past rev-
enues earned from third party
services.

The contract for third-party-
wastewater revenue will give
the town of Erving 30 percent
of the revenue, if the

“This has been a long
time coming, and I’'m excit-
ed to finally see the first

check coming m,”

- Andy Tessier,
selectboard chair

paper mill makes
between $200.000 and
$409.999 per annum,
7.5 percent when rev-
enue 1S between
$500.000 and
$999,999, and 10 per-
cent when revenue is
$1 million and over.

is owned by the town, but oper-
ated by the paper mill, under
the subsidiary Erseco. The
facility handles a small amount
of wastewater from houses in
Erving, as well as wastewater

The town will not
receive any payments when
revenue is under $200,000 due
to costs to the paper mill
involved in taking in third-
party-wastewater. The town
will not be responsible for any

losses incurred at the treatment
plant.

“It should produce annual
revenue for the town of about
$120.000, based on past flows
in the wastewater treatment
facility,” said Tom Sharp,
Erving town administrative
coordinator. “The contract pro-
vides revenue for the town, and
resolves a legal question.”

The town and the paper mill
have been negotiating the issue
of what to do with the third-
party-wastewater revenues for
about four years, according to
Sharp.

“This has been a long time
coming, and I’'m excited to
finally see the first check com-
ing in,” said Andy Tessier,
selectboard chair.

In addition to the revenue
sharing agreement, the select-
board also signed another
agreement indemnifying the
town from any responsibility if
the paper mill wastewater treat-
ment facility is fined or if any
other action is taken against the

facility.

Farley Address Change

The house at 7 Maple
Avenue in Farley may have to
change to 9 Maple Avenue, due
to an apartment at the resi-
dence. The apartment would
become 7 Maple Avenue. in
order to keep the numbers in
sequence and make it easier for
emergency vehicles to locate
the houses on the street.

Jeanie Schermesser and
Bryant Stewart, the residents at
the address, are not happy with
the process they may have to go
through to effect the address
change. including notifying all
their correspondents.
Schermesser said the address
has sentimental value for the
couple, as well.

The other option for Bryant
and Schermesser is to make a
driveway that extends to Route
2 through land they own. The
apartment would then techni-
cally be on Route 2 rather than
Maple Avenue, so the couple

wouldn’t have to change their
address.
Still No Candidates for Town
Offices

There are currently no candi-
dates for the openings on the
selectboard , school committee,
planning board and recreation
committee in the upcoming
elections. Monday, March 19th
is the last day to submit nomi-
nation papers for the election.
Anyone who wishes to run
should contact Tom Sharp at
Town Hall, 422-2800 extension

100.
Uhe Montague
Reporter
is looking for writers to

cover news events,
arts, features, etc.

Please call
(413)863-8666

Writers

Multiple Siblings & Nuns Spell Sucecess

BY JOSEPH PARZYCH

GREENFIELD - Award win-
ning writer Professor Madeleine
Blais made a presentation at
GCC in Stinchfield Hall at noon
on March 7th, on the topic of
“Eyewitness Storytelling.”

Blais said her father dying
young had a great influence on
her, as did living across the street
from the library in Granby, MA
early in her life. Reading the
diary of Anna Frank made an
especially lasting impression.

“Eyewitness  Storytelling”
began for her in 1987, when
Blais began teaching “Diaries,
Memoirs and Journals™ at
UMass. She said she begins her
courses by laying down the law:
“No addictions, bulimia, or other
character flaws.” She empha-

sized the need for her students to
focus on the whole person with a
strong sense of being “outside,
looking in.”
Her tips for a successful mem-
ir - “If you want to be a writer,
you need to be a reader.” And.
“Almost anyone can write a
memoir - have as many siblings
and nuns in your life as you can.”
Her own memoir, Uphill
Walkers: Portrait of a Family has
received numerous awards. The
book details her brother’s strug-
gles with bipolar disorder and
time spent at Northampton State
Hospital, according to a GCC
brochure. Blais has received a
Pulitzer Prize twice for feature
writing while on the staff of
Tropic Magazine of the Miami
Herald. Her book, In These

Girls, Hope is a Muscle, was
published by the University of
Massachusetts Press in 1992.

“The difference between an
autobiography and a memoir can
be compared to a photograph and
a painting. The writing of the
story. rather than the story itself,
makes the difference. It is all in
the art; there’s no credit for liv-
ing. History is at last relevant. Do
not write the story of experience,
but tell the story in your experi-
ence.”

Blais said it is all right to get
even. “If you had a third grade
teacher that was mean, it is all
right to write about it. The author
is the hero. In the memoir, writers
can make up for what happened,
or make peace with themselves.”

After her presentation, Blais

k|

Madeleine Blais Speaks at GCC

took questions from the audi-
ence. Tim Blagg asked about

Running With Scissors as an
example of a work largely of fic-

false memoirs. Blais discussed tion passed off as a memoir.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Locally owned since 1941

A L '1941‘.-

Full Service Market
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105

Beer & Wine

ﬂ Wanted:
Antique Clocks of
all kinds.

One clock or entire collection

Also wanted:
Antique pocketwatches and tocls

Will pay cash. Will travel.
Bob Pacy
88 Washington Street, Stoneham, MA 02180

781-438-8489
cell: 508-833-2552

PLOW FRAW

o wWo w
SITALANG

(413) 834-7569
4 AND HAULING & swow piowin

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your
sitic, basement, garage, bamn, yard, or entire estate. Removal

of just about anything! EREE ostimates,
Reusable goods are donated to those in need.

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

« Pottery

« Fine Art Drawings and
Paintings

BY CHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299

email: camagehouse@signedinstone.com

65 CANAL STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

UTURE 3?0:

Stmce 7970

Professional Painting & Decorating
Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA ¢ 413-863-4346
elebrating sn Ik Avwivorsars

Quality products to heat your home: wood or gas...
stoves, fireplaces & inserts g

Shanahan Construction Emgplv (Lo.

COMPLETE MASONRY SUPPLIES
Masonry Supplies
Brick / Block / Pavers

i h Id'é—a-l Culvert / Sewer Pipe
‘Wall Stone

Precast Concrete
Retaining Wall Block
298 Avenue A. Turners Falls,MA

Phone: 413-863-4322
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TRAIL

continued from pg 1

pants. This turned out to be
exactly where Ginny was head-
ed.

I'd seen Ginny, a 56-year-old
woman, at programs numerous
times. “I'm  fast.” she
announced, “but I stop often to
catch my breath, and people
usually catch up with me then.”

I wasn’t sure how fast she
was, so I told her I'd do my best
to keep up. To my delight, she
entered the state forest straight
down the runaway hill that is
the main entrance, instead of
choosing the “Friendly Trail”
that offers a more gradual
approach. As she leveled out at
the bottom of the hill with me
close behind, we began schuss-
ing past a lovely view of two
beaver lodges across a frozen
pond. Ginny then started a con-
versation as I skied beside her.

“You know,” she began, “this
program has helped me so
much. T couldn’t have recov-
ered anywhere near as much as
I have without it.”

“Oh?” I encouraged. “Tell
me more. I spend too much time
in the office.” Ginny and I bare-
Iy knew each other and I sensed
this was about to change.

“T used to be incredibly peo-
ple phobic,” she explained.
“I’ve spent years in outpatient
clinics. Would you believe I
used to weigh 210 pounds?”
She took in my look of amaze-
ment and continued. “A lot of
people on medication are over-
weight. So much of it is depres-
sion, you know? And the drugs.
You can’t feel your feelings or
any drive to get out and do
things. But one day a staff per-
son at the facility heard of this
program and brought a group of
us out kayaking. I was terri-
fied.... and then I had a great
time.”

I said, “I can believe that.
Just being on the water is so
soothing. I’ve seen some partic-
ipants’ problems just evaporate
once they are sitting in a
kayak.”

Ginny wasn’t even breaking
her stride as we skied uphill.
She kept talking. “We went out
in small groups, maybe five
kayaks, and searched for blue-
berries along the shore of the
lake. I knew one person in the
group and started to get a little
more comfortable with the rest.
It was like that every time I
went, except now I knew the
program leader and the life-
guard. so I was more comfort-
able. I love how this program
provides buddies to go out with

you. I was only able to talk with
other people like myself - with
psychiatric disabilities - you
would not believe how isolated
we are - until I started coming
to Universal Access programs. I
just hadn’t been comfortable
talking to anyone else.”

As we passed under towering
white pines, Ginny was clearly
happy to be sharing her
progress. It was dawning on me
just how incredible it was to be
out skiing with her. Other park
users that day might see two
people out skiing with no clue
of the profound healing process

that led up to this ordinary
sight. I felt
wildly  privi-

leged to hear
her story. She
spoke of her
misdiagnosis as
a child and how
adult stresses of
making  ends
meet forced a
clearer psychi-
atric diagnosis
followed by
years of poor
treatment in an
over-medicated
fog. Somehow
the tranquil
beauty of the
forest with its
soft blanket of
snow held the
story and
allowed  her
easy access
through it. We
paused before
turning onto the
Pine Tree Trail.

“Ginny,” I
exclaimed, Tt
is so great that
you were able
to keep coming
back on your
own!”

caught up with her, we contin-
ued in silence for awhile, enjoy-
ing the perfect snow conditions
and the trees passing by. The
Pine Tree Trail was turning out
to be a lovely ski loop. “I really
enjoy speed.” she continued
eventually, “in skiing and
cycling too. It makes me feel so
alive. The release of endorphin
actually breaks through the flat
line of my emotional life. My
medications prevent me from
feeling much range.”

This revelation, though prob-
ably obvious to social workers,
stunned me. Ginny was recov-
ered from her disability, or at

&

set of tracks crossing the ski
trail. “Look at this - bobcat
tracks!”

We swung our skis and
stepped off the trail alongside a
line of rounded prints, each
footpad exquisitely articulated
in the new snow. I pointed out
the central arched ridge
between the toes and the main
pad and the lack of claw marks
that distinguish cat tracks from
others. We admired the path of
the bobcat for a few moments
then continued our ski, swap-
ping wild animal stories all the
way back to the park headquar-
ters. Soon we were warming up
next to a
wood stove
and chatting
with others.
When I fin-
ished my
sandwich, 1
parted ways
with the still
sociable
Ginny  and
stepped back
outside into
the cold fresh
air.

Jennifer
and Annette
were return-

o
e

She agreed.
“I was fortunate
to have my own car and be able
to drive. I kept coming. The
exercise felt so good. I tried
cycling, hiking, winter activi-
ties... each time I struggled
through being around more new
people, yet there were always
the familiar friendly staff and
volunteers. I got to know some
of the other participants who
come regularly. Some of us
even talk on the phone between
programs. Gradually, I accli-
mated to people. I still have
times though when I can’t be in
rooms with people talking loud-
ly or in crowds.”

Our conversation stopped
while she led the way down a
series of curving hills. When I

Returning from a snowshoe in the woods.

least the stuck place she had
lived in due to how her disabili-
ty had been managed by others.
Yet she still had her disability
and was actively managing her
situation while blazing new
trails. Clearly she had great bal-
ance in her chemistry now. This
aspect inspired my own revela-
tion. “You know what,” 1
offered spontaneously, “I have
the exact opposite situation.
Years ago my thyroid was
removed.” I pointed to the scar
on my neck. “Now I'm depen-
dent on medication in order to
be able to function. Without it, I
would drop right down into a
flat line myself” We marveled
over this briefly, then I noticed a

ing from
snowshoeing,
alongside
park  inter-
preter  Gini
Traub  who
has been dedi-
cated to
assisting our
programs and
providing
nature educa-
tion for partic-
ipants for
years. Both of
these young
women wore
enormous
smiles. T see
them  occa-
sionally at programs though the
year. They both have mild cog-
nitive disabilities that present
no limitation on their capacity
for fun. I could see they were
relishing the sense of invincibil-
ity that snowshoeing offers as
they trudged up the final short
hill next to the building. Since
they were heading inside, I con-
tinued on to the snowmobile
loading zone.

Here, I found a family of
four piled on and around our
snowmobile sleigh. apparently
waiting for a ride. Bryant
Stewart, the park supervisor,
was the designated driver today.
Though he was elsewhere at the
moment, it didn’t seem to mat-

ter. This family was getting a
thrill just sitting on the sleigh. A
lanky father was folded into the
small two-seater, with a child
packed in on either side of him.
Mom was leaning in from out-
side the sleigh. The youngest
child had remarkable presence.
She was dressed in a purple
snow outfit with a fur trimmed
hood, sparkly movie star sun-
glasses and a perfect poker face.
She wouldn’t crack a smile,
amidst the giggling and laughter
of the others. Out came my
camera. We took a few shots,
then I retrieved snowmobile
helmets from our storage shed.
It took a little while to convince
the budding movie star to
remove her hood for the black
bubble helmet. Soon Bryant
returned. Mom rode double
behind him and my parting
photo was of them disappearing
across the field into the forest.

Continuing my rounds, I
walked to the ice skating rink
nearby. The beauty of our win-
ter program is that you can
come out and explore the forest
in a variety of ways. The rink.
however, represents possibly
the most inherently playful
aspect of the program menu.
Created by park staff on a wind
protected corner of the field, it
offers a safe and more reliable
experience far from frozen bod-
ies of water in the park and
closer to the warming room. A
couple of people were out on
seated ice skating sleds. The sun
was out and the lighting was
good so I prepared to capture
more photos.

In almost no time at all, peo-
ple were drifting onto the rink.
Jennifer and Annette appeared,
picked out sleds and got them-
selves seated. I handed them the
shortened hockey sticks with
picks on the ends that allow
people to propel themselves,
then turn the stick and play
hockey with the blade end if
they choose. A few of the pro-
gram staff showed up and seat-
ed themselves on sleds too. One
assisted a mother and daughter
by fitting stroller bars onto the
back of a sled. This girl was
resistant to new activities and
wouldn’t stay seated. Soon her
mother was in the seat and the
girl was pushing her around.
Jennifer and Annette called out
words of encouragement to
these newcomers.

Quietly I stood atop a picnic
table that had been shoveled out
of the deep snow and fussed
with my camera. With eight or
so skaters on the ice, it was only
a matter of time before hockey

see TRAIL pg 11
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G-M School Budget in Flux

BY DAVID DETMOLD - At
Tuesday night’s budget sub-
committee meeting. members
of the Gill-Montague school
committee received reports
from G-M business manager
Lynn Bassett about progress in
whittling away at the deficit in
the present year’s operating
budget. along with alarming
increases in projections for the
coming school year budget.

In fiscal ‘07, the school
year currently in progress, the
business office had forecast an
unanticipated  deficit  of
$498.,278 earlier in the budget
cycle, due to a spike in school
choice placements out of the
district, which added an addi-
tional $227.027 in school
choice expenses midway
through the term. A deficit in
the cost of running the
school’s special education pro-
gram (SPED). including an

~increase in the contract for
running the in-house Old Mill
program and the cost of trans-
portation for SPED students
needing services out of dis-
trict, added another $270.000
to the deficit in “07.

Offsetting all this red ink, a
budget freeze at the school has
resulted in a savings of
$55.000 in supplies, and more
savings may still be eked out
of materials’ budgets before
the last day of school in June.
The consolidation of principal
positions in the school district
resulted in a savings to the
current year’s operating budg-
et of $100.776. Due to some
departures, and some hires of

staff who do not require health
insurance from the district,
Bassett cautiously projected a
savings of $125.000 in the line
item for health benefits. And
despite the severe cold in
recent weeks, the mild start to
winter may yet result in a sav-
ings in heating costs for the
schools of around $20,000.
Adding in a number of

would have required large
increases in assessments to the
town of Montague and Gill,
but those numbers are about to
increase significantly, if the
recommendations of the budg-
et subcommittee to add nearly
$125,000 to the preliminary
budget are approved by the
entire school committee on

however, because superinten-
dent Sue Gee has determined
that the one teacher position
that had been projected to be
saved by school consolidation
can still be saved due to
declining school enrollment.
Bassett said the Governor’s
budget had contained disap-
pointing regional transporta-
tion reimbursement figures.

smaller amounts, Bassett
said the ‘07 deficit had
been whittled down to
around $18.000.

“We’re looking good.”
Bassett said.

Until next year. Acting
on a motion by Michael
Langknecht, the school
committee decided to
depart from the practice
of recent years and devel-
op a budget that reflects
the costs of meeting the
state and federal man-
dates, and achieving
improvements in MCAS
scores required by the
DOE to keep the G-M

The increase in state

Chapter 70 aid - $60,000 -
for next year is a drop in the
bucket, more than offset by
steady increases in the cost of
school choice tuition out of
the district - $475,000 above
last year’s total - and charter
school tuition, up $150,000

from last year.

figures provided by
- Lynn Bassett
GMRSD Business Manager

calculated at 65% of the dis-
trict’s actual costs, rather
than the 75% they had been
encouraged by legislators to
factor into the 08 budget.
She said the increase in
state Chapter 70 aid,
$60.000, for next year is “a
drop in the bucket,” more
than offset by steady
increases in the cost of
school choice out (calculat-
ed at $475.000 above last
year) and charter school
tuition (up $150,000).
Bassett said the school
district is being sued for
$100,000 over a dispute
about hours worked and

schools off the state
watch list for needing
improvement. In most recent
budget cycles, the GMRSD
has asked for a level services
budget, with only minor staff
additions, but this year they
are asking for a full-time cur-
riculum director, additional
reading specialists, and other
staff increases.

Consequently, the school
committee approved a prelimi-
nary ‘08 operating budget on
January 29th in the amount of
$17,414,562. This amount

March 13th.

Bassett said the increase is
being driven by three factors:
the budget released by
Governor Patrick on February
28th. a lawsuit by a subcon-
tractor of the TFHS building
project, and the loss of poten-
tial savings from the elemen-
tary school consolidation vote,
rescinded in February. The
total $98.000 the district had
hoped to save by closing half
of Hillcrest is not all lost,

compensation received by
one subcontractor who
worked on the high school -
middle school renovation proj-
ect, and the GMRSD had to set
aside funds in the event that
suit was settled adversely.
These recommended
increases to the ‘08 budget. if
approved by the entire school
committee, will lead to pro-
posed increases in school
assessments to the towns of
Montague of $1,078.226 (a
14.4% increase) and Gill of
$216,868 (a 16.5% increase).

Bassett said the town officials
from Gill have said they can
afford no increase in school
assessment this year without
an override of the levy limit,
whereas Montague officials
are seeking a maximum
increase in the school budget
of $350,000 for “08.

The budget subcommittee
meeting got off to a rocky
start, as school committee
chair Mary Kociela pressed
subcommittee chair Valeria
Smith to use the meeting fo
address the fate of elementary
school reconfiguration, in the
wake of February’s vote by the
entire committee to rescind
their December 19th, 2006
decision to close part of
Hillcrest School and expand
Montague Center to a K - 5
school. Smith tried to keep the
meeting to an agenda focused
strictly on the budget.

“I was thinking we were
going to talk about next
steps.” said Kociela. “Are we
even saying we are going to
close a school by September?
Are we going to move
[Montague] sixth graders to
the Middle School? That feels
very connected to the budget.”

Committee member
Michael Langknecht coun-
seled patience. saying “There
was a well-defined body of
information that was deemed
to be necessary,” to advance
the school reconfiguration
decision. “There is a process
underway to determine the
missing information.”

TRAIL
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took over. It started with small
shots to one net and soon
merged with everyone forming
teams and establishing two
goalies. Looking out at the
scene, everyone, whether or not
they had a disability, was
engaged in chasing the puck.
Disability just disappeared off
the ice that afternoon as the
game took over.

In the middle of it all though,
I had to marvel at Jennifer’s
unique approach to the puck.
Instead of holding the small
hockey stick midway down the
shaft as everyone else did, she
held it by the blade end and
stabbed the puck from above
with the pick points. In this
position, she would shove the
puck toward the goal with occa-
sional success. I'd never seen
anyone do this before and it
struck me as a wonderful inno-
vation for it allowed her to
eliminate hand movements and
accomplish both self propul-
sion and shooting with the same
grip position.

As sled hockey continued. I
noticed the snowmobile return-
ing across the field. Back to the
landing zone I went, driven by
curiosity. It was this family’s

first visit to our program. The
young movie star’s older broth-
er, Nathan, has autism. It isn’t
typical for kids with autism to
leap into the snowmobile on
their first day. The noise and the
smell are usually too over-
whelming for their sensitive
sensory capacity. Would this
family be returning like others
in an elated state or would they
be tending an emotional out-
burst?

Elation of the highest order
won out. Nathan, it turned out,
had a passion for anything
motorized. His mother was
ecstatic. “This is the first time
we’ve been able to share unin-
terrupted fun time as a family!”
she gushed. “We all had such a
great time! At the same time!
You have no idea what this
means to us!”

This was true, I mused, I had
no idea what it meant, yet I was
familiar with her joy. Families
that show up for assisted recre-
ation experiences discover a
whole new dimension - almost
unexpectedly they are able to
have fun together, to forget
about the constant burden of
physical care or behavioral dis-
ruption and let go into the realm
of shared enjoyment. By com-
bining park staff, contracted
outdoor leaders and volunteers,

the Universal Access Program
provides ordinary yet amazing
opportunities in Massachusetts
state and urban  parks.
Individuals, families and
groups with disabilities are
experiencing supportive recre-
ation where the quality of their
lives can take a quantum leap.
My own experience of the
day was about to take a quan-
tum leap. Tom McCarthy, the
mastermind behind and the
director of the Universal Access
Program. rolled up in his power
wheelchair. He was making his
first and probably only appear-
ance at a program this season.
Tom. a landscape architect by
trade and a polio survivor, not
only directs the program but
somehow keeps money flowing
in our direction from deep with-
in government bureaucracy.
Without this relatively consis-
tent funding. only those who
could enjoy the state forest
entirely on their own with their
own equipment would be out
enjoying this fine winter day.
Tom rolled up alongside the
sleigh. Bryant and I spotted him
from front and back while he
transferred himself in. On went
the required helmet. We placed
cushions on either side of him
for comfort and stability and a
blanket over his lap for warmth.

Behind the plastic wind screen
in the open air sleigh, Tom sig-
naled he was ready to go.
Bryant motioned for me to hop
on the back of the snowmobile.
‘We put on helmets and with a
rev of the throttle, we were off,
leaving the wheelchair sitting
empty on the deck.

Though I prefer the tranquil-
ity and exercise of my own
effort to the roar of engines on
the trail, I gladly take a snow-
mobile ride each season. It is
how I can best understand and
communicate what the experi-
ence is that we provide to oth-
ers. Occasionally on a straight-
away free of skiers, Bryant
gave the throttle an extra twist,
pulling us backwards in our
seats with the forward thrust of
the machine. I smiled. Knowing
Tom would be undergoing sur-
gery in a few weeks, this was
Bryant’s unspoken gift. Like
Nathan. both Bryant and Tom
are fans of most things motor-
ized. We rode a few miles, tour-
ing the tornado damage from
the previous summer. Along the
way in my own reverie, I
enjoyed the sensations of the
rising and falling of the land-
scape and waving to skiers as
we slowed down to pass. Tom
was grinning from ear to ear.
By the time we returned. the

program staff was packing up
equipment and the last few par-
ticipants were saying goodbye.
It was the end of another
exhilarating four hour winter
program, held weekly at
Wendell State Forest, blessed
by sun and good snow condi-
tions and most of all the warm
and welcoming hearts of a vari-
ety of people who dedicate
themselves to helping others
enjoy the outdoors year round.
This particular program is free.
Others may have low fees asso-
ciated with them. To find out
more or get involved, contact
Tom McCarthy at 413-545-
5353 or Marcy Marchello at
413-545-5758. A statewide
accessible recreation calendar
is published twice a year, that
includes other programs in the
Connecticut River Valley area.
Marcy Marchello coordi-
nates inclusive outdoor recre-
ation opportunities for people
with disabilities in
Massachusetts state and urban
parks. She, Tom, and Bryant
work for the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation
and Recreation. For more infor-
mation on parks and programs,
check out www.mass.gov/der

D
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SALLOOM MAKES IT TO THE SHEA

BY DAVID BRULE
TURNERS FALLS - The
crowd was building Saturday
night at the Shea. Roger Salloom
was there to play a benefit con-
cert to raise funds for the theater,
and people were showing up:
some hard-core Salloomheads,
others vaguely familiar with his
free concert reputation at the
Pines, and others looking to
liven up a late winter Saturday
night. Me, I was headed for a
reunion with my old friend.

The evening was to feature an
award-winning documentary on
Roger’s life, So Glad I Made I,
followed by a bit of Q & A with
filmmaker Chris Sautter, then a
set by Roger himself. They did-
n’t mention the prelude on the
program, because it was a pri-
vate showing, playing in my
head. It featured a couple of
young guys in the summer of
‘65. Maybe this prelude could be
called “Roger and Me.” That
was the year our paths crossed,
before either of us was famous.
I'm still not famous, by a long
shot, not even working on it, and
Roger’s making something of a
living out of being the least
famous Best Songwriter in
America.

The prelude starts (this pri-
vate showing) when I got my
ticket out of Turners for that
summer long ago, finally escap-
ing years of working on tobacco,
by landing a dish-washing job in
a homestyle restaurant in
Provincetown run by a Millers
Falls family, Wes Felton, his
wife Mildred and son Richard.
Roger was working on getting
out of Worcester that same sum-
mer, and our paths were about to
intersect. He actually wrote a
song called “Gotta Get Out of
Worcester” that dallied with pop
chart fame, but didn’t quite make
it big..

The Feltons ran one of the
three top restaurants in P-town in
those days, The Cottage, and it
was wildly popular, with waiting
lines out the door and down
Commercial Street. Province-
town in those days was an eclec-
tic mix of artists, writers,
Portuguese fishing families, folk
musicians, and a small but grow-
ing gay community. You could
catch Nina Simone at the
Atlantic House, the Jim Kweskin
Jug Band at the Blues Bag,
maybe even Mississippi John
Hurt. If you were lucky you
could see a drunk and pugna-
cious Norman Mailer get tossed
out of a bar on his arrogant arse.

My best friend Rod Bergeil and
I, imagining bohemian adven-
tures like those of Jack Kerouac
and Neal Cassady, had to be
there to make that P-town
scene. So I took the job washing
dishes at Felton’s.

I could see the harbor out my
window through the steam of
my dishwasher. It sure beat
picking tobacco in Whately. It
was clean. This is when Roger
showed up. He managed to get
a job as busboy at the Felton’s.
So right away, he outranked me.
Usually it seemed like T was just
getting ahead of my dirty dishes
pile when Roger would show up
with another mountain of dishes
and silverware for me. As testi-
mony to his deep humanity and
understanding of this repetitive
indignity (his words, not mine),
he’d dump the new mess of
breakfast or dinner plates full of
table scraps, maple syrup and
cigarette butts in my comer and
gently apologize. It truly con-
cerned him to have to be doing
this. but we both needed the
money. That was the beginning
of a wonderful friendship.

We hit it off right away, even
though Roger was one station
above me in the kitchen caste
system. We managed to rent a
place not far from the restau-
rant, a converted barbershop.
and settled in. We were on the
verge of starting the musical
bohemian summer of our lives.
Already at that time, Roger had
a crowd of musician friends and
a lot of them were in
Provincetown, drawn by the
folk scene and the lifestyle in
this village set between the
dunes and the sea. Every
evening after work, a jam ses-
sion got going, with Roger in
the middle of it plus anybody
else with a blues harp or guitar
who happened to be in town at
the time. Roger would wham
away on his guitar, and he belt-
ed out his music, lots of
Leadbelly, blues, and lilting bal-
lads he wrote himself
Musically, I was way out of my
league, having left my piano
accordian back in Turners.
Besides. all I could get it to play
were polkas and marches.
Definitely not cool in the age of
Bob Dylan, Joan Baez and John
Hammond.

It was a wonderful summer
to be alive, footloose and a year
out of high school, keeping the
harsh realities of the war and
politics at arm’s length for a
while longer. Roger was just

Roger Salloom
starting out, wondering about
which road he would take, just
beginning to try to find some

answers, taking some newly
discovered truths around to
show the rest of us through his
songs. The reel flickers out in
black and white, and in the blink
of an eye. it’s forty years later...

I'm sitting in Tumers again,
the applause growing as the real
movie starts. It does blend with
the rerun in my mind, the flash-
back over, and it’s tracing the
young Roger through his forma-
tive years, skipping the P-town
part. As the film evolves, the
portrait of an original artist
emerges. On many levels, it’s a
fascinating and entertaining
film about making music and
it’s all about Roger. His endear-
ing quirks, non sequiturs, obtuse
musings where he finds humor
and irony the rest of us miss.
Lots of vintage Roger and his
music, the personality melding

with the talent so many in the
Valley have loved.

What also emerges is the por-
trait of a musician in the some-
what reluctant pursuit of elusive
fame and recognition. The path
to success in the music business
was going to take a fearsome
toll, and the movie leads us to
wonder if this is what Roger
really wants. The filmmaker cap-
tures the questioning part of
Roger’s psyche and the paradox
of his musical life thus far: does
the songwriter, composer-poet,
dreamer and seer sacrifice
health, self-esteem and family to
meet the requirements of fame?
The film poses the question of
what happens to an artist who
won’t sell out. A really existen-
tial struggle between the artist
and life’s contradictions: choices
about self-preservation. integri-
ty, family, his two sons. A
“musical John Belushi” by his
own admission, in his younger
days. then withdrawal and self-
exile with a yearning for fame.
The burden of exceptional gifts
and talent, deep sensitivity and
constant self-questioning. The
film asks where this search will
lead and drive him. He has sui-
vived the whirlwind and treach-
erous whirlpool of the perilous,
reckless times that devoured and
spit out the empty shells of
many young musicians. He
experienced the San Francisco
music scene, sharing bills with
the likes of Janis Joplin,

Creedence Clearwater Revival,
Santana, Procol Harum. And
somehow survived.

His destiny led him back to
his roots in Massachusetts where
he raised his two boys as a sin-
gle parent. He made the right
choices, placing family and his
kids® quality of life before his
career, then drifted into self-
imposed exile and obscurity as
an artist.

An interesting counterpoint
chosen by the filmmaker
involves Marshall Chess, of
Chess Records who played god-
father early in Roger’s career,
promoting him, and encouraging
him to keep writing and looking
for a break. Sautter brings him
back near the end of the film,
now much older, white-haired
and philosophical, and in a con-
versation with Roger he lays out
some new realities about the
recording industry. It’s the eter-
nal paradox: the times they are
a’changing. Marketing, the
internet, CD sales and concerts,
it’s a new game, everyone starts
from scratch.

The film brings us full circle
by the conclusion, with a wiser,
whimsical and still crazy Roger,
back to flirting with fame, ever
the reluctant suitor, still the poet
savoring the lyrical quality of
his life, day by day
Philosophical about the price he
paid, musing about the ride so
far. A survivor. In his own
words, “So glad I made it.”

Baked in Wendell

The Montague Reportfer was proud to be the
beneficiary of this month’s Full Moon
Coffechouse in Wendell. We’d like to take this
opportunity to thank the organizers of the event,
Coffeehouse sponsor Dean’s Beans, and
Markamusie, the fantastic Amherst-based Latin
band that played two sets and an extended encore
to the dancing room only crowd. The band fea-
tured the hot puertorriqueno rhythm section of
Art Clinton on electric upright bass, Ahmed
Gonzalez on congas and flute, and Rene
Gonzalez on drums and timbales. They made the
mix cook with a syncopated salsa beat. Joining
them on stage were Peruvian guitarist Freddy
Chapelliquen, Guatemalan Julio Guarcax on
zampona (Pan pipes) and charango (little tiny
lute), and Jaime Cachiguango from Ecuador,
who played zampona. charango and quena
(Andean flute). This Pan-American world beat
band offered an eclectic mix of tunes, from rock-
ing Cuban rumbas to spicy Andean love songs,
and everything in between, including at least one
stretched-out Santana number.

Almost eclipsed by the music, if not by the
unusual portents in the heavens (where a full
lunar eclipse was in progress until a little past

7:30 p.m.) a fantastic bake sale table at the back
of the hall still managed to do a steady business
throughout the evening, as people drifted in from
the Deja Brew with little room to spare for a late
dessert. Proceeds from the bake sale also benefit-
ed the Montague Reporter. Our thanks to all who
contributed toothsome delicacies, including
Linda Carey. Suzette Snow-Cobb, Pat Carlisle,
Leslie Brown, Kim Whittaker, Anne Harding,
Lyn Clark, David Detmold, Patricia Pruitt,
Joanne Potee, Beth Ferreira, Cori Urban, Molly
Kaynor, Jonathan and Susan von Ranson and
Katie Nolan and Josh Heinemann. So many
baked goods were donated, we held a second
bake sale the following morning at the Food City,
where we narrowly missed a late contribution
from the Gill Gourmet, Joseph A. Parzych.
(Could it have been his sinfully delicious straw-
berry rhubarb cheesecake? Or perhaps a dessert
none of us had ever heard of before? Stay tuned
for the next Montague Reporter bake sale to find
out!)

The Montague Reporter is a non-profit, com-
munity owned newspaper. We rely on the support
of the community for volunteer writers, proof-
readers, and bakers to keep the paper coming to
your door each week. Thanks to all who helped
make the weekend such a success, including
many we have inadvertently forgotten to name.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLIGE LOG

Daisturbing the Peace and

B o cocsied on a

Friday 2-23
10:22 pm. After a motor vehicle
stop on Tumers Falls Road. [ IENGEG

for operating with a revoked
license and registration not in pos-
session.

Monday 2-26

6:53 p m. [

I > e

/as
default warrant. arrested and charged with a num-

ber plate violation, umregistered
Friday 3-2 motor vehicle. unlicensed opera-

6:12 pm.
was amrested on a

tion, uninsured motor vehicle,
operating with a revoked registra-

default warrant. tion, and no inspection sticker.
10:21 p m. After a motor vehicle Saturday 3-3
stop on Tumers Falls Road at 1:07am. Repoit of a neighbor dis-

Hatchery Road. || BB tubance at a Maple Street address.

other Matters

[ —
_ was arrested and
charged with disturbing the peace,
disorderly conduct, malicious
destruction of property over $250,
and resisting arrest.

Sunday 3-4

3:01 p.m. While assisting another
agency at a Chestnut Street
address, police arrested

I o uoli-
censed operation of a motor vehi-
cle.

Monday 3-5
9:45 am. After a motor vehicle
stop on Mountain Road in
Greenfield,

was
airested on a straight warrant.

Monologues Raise

BY EESHA WILLIAMS

BRATTLEBORO - On Monday
morning, March 5th, at 6 a.m., Daniel
Sicken and Elizabeth Wood of
Dummerston, VT, Jane Newton of
Londonderry, VT, and John Ward of
Gill, MA mounted a 32-foot ladder

PHOTO EESHA WILLIAMS

'Four Arrested at Entergy VY Headquarters

onto the roof of the headquarters of
Entergy Vermont Yankee, and
unfurled a banner calling for the clo-
sure of the 34-year old Vermont
Yankee Nuclear Plant. All four people
were arrested by the Brattleboro
police on charges of trespassing.

Awareness on Sexual Assault

SHARON HORTON

TURNERS FALLS - 1
attended the TFagina
Monologues at the Shea
Theatre on Sunday after-
noon, March 4th. Tt was
what you would think it
would be - women talking
about their vaginas. I wish
I asked my partner to go
with me, because the per-
formance wasn’t just about
vaginas. It wasn’t even
about sexuality. It was
about raising public aware-
ness on the issue of sexual
assault against women, an
awareness that can be
raised only by telling indi-
vidual stories. It was about
restoring the broken con-

nection between women
and their bodies so they
can become their own best
defenders and, as such. the
best educators on the sub-
ject of sexual assault. Men
are sexually assaulted, too,
but the responsibility for
raising awareness has fall-
en to women by default.
Why talk about vagi-
nas, per se? Why not talk
about sexual assault
directly? Because the
sanctity of sexuality and
the human body are cen-
tral to the issue of sexual
assault. We have to hear
the word vagina spoken
aloud to become aware of
the severity of the issue of

sexual assault against
women, until shame and
confusion go away and are
replaced by human dignity
and truth.

Any woman who is for-
tunate enough to be
among the women who
have not been sexually
assaulted should raise her
voice for the sake of the
rest, some of whom have
not found their voices yet.

‘What would you say if
you could raise your
voice? You could simply
tell the story of your own
mique sexuality experi-
ence. You could deliver
your own  ‘Vagina
Monologue.’

Baptist

Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver
Street, Greenfield, 774-6438
Sundayat10:30a.m.andép.m.,
Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7
p-m. Youth Bible Club ot 6:45p.m.

First Baptist Church of Turners
Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-
9083
Sundayat11a.m.andép.m.,and
Wednesdayat 7 p.m.

Christian Science

First Church of Christ Scientist,
110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-
9765

Sunday ot 10:30 a.m. and
Wednesdayat7:30 p.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-

8514 Sundayat10a.m.

Congregational

Gill Congregational Church,
Main Rd., 863-8613 Sunday at
10a.m.

First Congregational Church, 19
Bridge St., MillersFalls, 659- 3430

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30
p.m.Bible studyWed.at7 p.m
Episcopal

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,
Seventh and Prospect St., Turners,
863-4602

Sundayat9 a.m.

Friends (Quakers)

Mount Toby Monthly Mesting of
Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-
9188

Sundayat 10 a.m.

Jewish
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St.,
Greenfield, 773-5884

Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of
the month) and Saturday at 9:30
a.m.; schedule does vary, it is
advisableto callin advance

Lutheran

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 23
Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242
Sundayat 10:30a.m.

Nondenominational

Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners,
863-2771
Sundayat10a.m.and 6 p.m.,and
Wednesdayat 6:30p.m.

National Spiritual Alliance
2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant,
367-0138 Sundayatlp.m.

Unityinthe Pioneer Valley Church
401 Chapman Street, Guiding
Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday
at10a.m.

Roman Cathelic

Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K.
St., Turners, 863-4748

Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.;
Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m;
Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday-
Fridayat5:30p.m.

(Confession one half hour priorto
mass)

St. Anne’s, 1 St., Turners, 863-
4678

Sunday at 8 a.m. and daily at 7
a.m. through February

St. John’s, 5 Church St., Millers
Falls, 659-3435
Saturdayat4:15p.m.andSunday
at8:30a.m.

St. Mary’s of the Assumption, 80
Seventh St., Turners, 863-2585
Saturday at 4 p.m. and weekdays
at 7 a.m. through October

Salvation

72 Chapman St., Greenfield,
773-3154 Sundayat11a.m.

Unitarian Universalist

All Souls, 399 Main St,
Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at
10:30a.m.

First Parish Unitarian, Main St.,
Northfield, 498-5566
Sundayat10:30a.m.

United Church of Christ
Evangelical  Congregational
Church (UCC), 11 Church St.,
Erving (978) 544-8658

First Congregational Church
(UCC), 4 North 5t., Montague Cir.,
367-9467 Sundayat10a.m.

First Congregational Church of
Turners Falls (UCC),148 L St.,
Turners, 863-9844, Sunday at
9:30a.m.

Contact the Reporterto add
yourservice.

Geri

Johnson

/" The Smokin' Hippo
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56 4TH STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
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Seniors
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Support
66 French King Highway
Gill, MA 01376
(413) 863-9736

e (A1 2 Vo
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PO, L

20 French King Highway
Erving, Ma 01344-4444
Phaone: (41%) 423-3220

More Than Just Great Barbecue!
Full Regular Menu & Liquor License |

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 11-9 * Sunday 12-8
Local Photographs and Hippo Paintings also available

LIEBENOW AuT0o Bobpy

sInsurance Collision Repairs Mass Repair Shop #1639
«We Accept All 774.4420
Insurance Companies 163 WELLS STREET
GREENFIELD

«Auto Glass Replacements

«Shop Rental Car Quality Work on All Makes & Models

New Hours, Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351
cup °’ Joe Wireless | | Hic #134741
& Internet Insured
Espresso+ Cappuccino * Lattes : o
A
+ Great Casual’ Aﬁﬂﬂf}?hfﬂ? ':}?{;Q? EASTERN
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and breakfast served all day. Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
Sat. 7-2 Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed
v Deli mri_dwuﬁ_u and wraps arc -
available for (unch. ’ Toll Free 413-367-2228
111 Avenue A, Tumers Fals, MA (1375 / (413) 863-2800 / Zach Fellows - Owner 866-262-5361 FAX 413-367-2212

eFrame & Unibody
Straightening
LOCAL PICK-UP
& DELIVERY
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continued from pg 1

transfer station open two extra
days a week.

Ameen said towns often opt to
get out of the curbside recycling
and trash pick-up business
because of the hidden cost of
workers’ compensation. She said
the slipping and falling, bending
and hauling associated with the
job was “brutal” on the workers.
Bergeron said he had one
recycling truck driver out on
workers comp presently.

Ameen estimated it would
cost the town of Montague
$150,000 a year to contract with a
private company to pick up
curbside recyclables.

Board of health chair Jay
DiPucchio, who amrived at the
second floor meeting room toting
two blue plastic recycling bins
filled with a week’s worth of
bottles, papers, plastic, cans and
cardboard, wondered whether the
town could pick up recyclables
every other week, to save money
on the program, but Bergeron
said there was barely enough
room in the trucks for the weekly
amount of material they were
currently hauling.

DiPucchio then gave a display
of what he thought would be a
common practice for disposing of
recyclables if the town abandons
curbside pickup. He opened a
large black plastic ‘garbage’ bag
and dumped the contents of both

his bins into it. “Not in every
instance am I going to make the
trip to the transfer station. We're
all going to be doing this on
Central Street, filling these bags. I
just can’t see sending this stuff to
the landfill or the incinerator. It
isn’t right.”

Former finance committee
member Mike Naughton said,
“It’s obvious to me that [the
DPW] was asked to find
someplace in their budget to cut,
and this is the only thing you
have left to put on the table. You
can’t keep asking departments to
cut 3% - 5% a year. We have to
figure something else out.”

Precinct 5 town meeting
member Chris Sawyer-Laucanno
said he was a proponent of

curbside recycling. He said some
of his neighbors would not be
able to get to the transfer station.
He suggested another increase in
the cost of trash sticker fees to
cover the program’s deficit.

“There’s a lot of trash around
Montague. When the trash sticker
program started, we had a lot of
trash dumped on the Montague
Plains. [Recycling} is a Green
thing to do. and it benefits the
town,” he said.

Building inspector David
Jensen estimated it would be a
ten-mile trip for him to reach the
transfer station from Lake
Pleasant. He estimated the
citizens of Montague as a whole
would wind up paying something
on the order of $150,000 a year in

added fuel costs to reach the
transfer station on weekly trips in
individual vehicles. “The town
doing this for us has a particular
value. The immediate problem is
we’re short of money. The other
problem is this solution pushes
the cost to the taxpayer.” Jensen
said.

Montague health agent Gina
McNeely said, “Tllegal dumping
has certainly increased in the last
six years or so. Anything that
discourages people from putting
their trash out for curbside scares
the heck out of me.”

Les Cromack summed things
up. “The taxpayers and the
residents are going to bear the
brunt of this no matter what we

. '

GILL

continued from pg 1

and destroyed crops behind, it’s
teenagers. Well, police chief
David Hastings figures they are
mostly teenagers, probably some
twenty year olds too, and they are
making use of the secluded
corner of town to “whoop and
holler and raise some hell.”

Melnick said, “We don’t want
them driving on our land. It’s one
thing when you have com, at
$500 an acre.” But Melnick said
the partners are now thinking
about planting the fertile
bottomland in sod, and sod is
worth $5.000 to $10,000 an acre.

Tim Storrow, who farms
neartby on River Road. asked,
“You don’t have a problem with
people walking or hunting or
cross country skiing on the land?
That’s why you haven’t posted
it...7”

Patterson said posting the land
would only keep the honest
people out, and they have no
quarrel with people using the
land for these kind of recreational
pastimes. But the scattered beer
bottles, vandalized farm
equipment, and all terrain vehicle
tracks across their cropland tell of
other pastimes being pursued
there, and these are the activities
the farmers want the town to help
them put a stop to.

Hastings said he did not have
the manpower fo patrol the
secluded section. “The only time

we drive that way is to get down
to Camp Road. It’s shorter that
way.” Highway superintendent
Mick LaClaire said, “The only
thing T can think of is fo put up a
fence of some sort.” But Melnick
and Patterson were not keen on
the expense of putting up even a
single rail fence along the 1.000s
of feet of open land, and Hastings
thought the intruders would still
drive right through even if they
did. LaClaire pointed out that the
town had technically closed off
that stretch of River Road and
Pisgah Mountain Road for the
winter, and plowed up a deep
berm of snow to prevent access,
“But the off-roaders consider it a
point of pride to drive right over
it.”

Storrow brought up the
possibility of the town
discontinuing the road, allowing
it to revert to the surrounding
landowners. including Patterson
and Melnick. “Most of the land
down that way is in permanent
protection.” including 167 acres
controlled by the Department of
Environmental Management,
called the Stacy Mountain
Preserve. Complicating this
suggestion is the fact that Cowl’s
Lumber owns some forestland
along the stretch of road under
discussion, which they are
actively harvesting.

Another factor to consider,
Patterson said, is that the farmers
have reserved omne two-acre
house lot along River Road,

where one of them, or one of
their children, hopes to someday
build a house, to become part of a
self-sustaining farm.

The town also happens to own
one acre of land at the very end of
River Road, which historically
terminated at the Stacy Ferry
Landing, one of the crossing
points to Northfield prior to the
construction of the French King
Bridge. The town land is now
completely surrounded by
Melnick and Patterson’ acreage.
It was once used as a brush
dump, but can now only be
accessed by a dirt lane through
the farm fields. Still. Hastings
thought it might complicate the
police department’s ability to
keep trespassers off the property,
since they could, perhaps, make a
claim in court that they were just
trying to reach the one acre of
land owned by the town.

Town assessor Greg Snedeker,
who with his wife Kathy actively
use the area for cross country
skiing and daily walks with their
dog, warmmed Melnick and
Patterson to be careful how they
proceeded with the idea of the
town abandoning the road, for if
it reverted to private property, the
farmers would no longer have the
road frontage mnecessary to
qualify for a building lot.

Even with all these
complicating factors, selectboard
members Ann Banash and
Leland Stevens thought it might
be worthwhile bringing the

matter to town meeting, after
researching the possibility of
closing the road with town
counsel. They said the town
would need to have an easement
to reach their property, and police
and fire would need a key to any
gate that might be installed.

Patterson and Melnick said
they would continue to grant
permission for recreational use of
the land under those
circumstances. as long as the
recreation was of the non-
motorized, non-alcoholic variety.
They said they would want to
preserve the right to build on the
one building lot on the land.

Administrative assistant Deb
Roussel said she would research
the possibilities with town
counsel Donna McNichol and
report back to the board in two
weeks.

In other news

The town is hoping for warm
weather soon, for a number of
reasons, not least the need to get
a fresh coat of paint on the town
hall. The Franklin County
sheriff’s department prisoner
work program has promised to
supply the labor, Renaissance
Builders has offered use of
scaffolding, and LaClaire is
researching the best cost on paint.
A brief discussion on the choice
of color for the building reached
a swift conclusion: white.

LaClaire is also pricing out
power wash units, not only for

washing the exterior of town hall,
but also for keeping highway
equipment free of salt and grease.
Although they are twice as
expensive, board member Leland
Stevens recommended going
with a hot water spray unit, rather
than a cold water one.

LaClaire said his department
has voluntarily  assumed
responsibility for plowing and
sanding at the Gill Elementary
School. “We drove by [during a
recent storm] at 8 am. and
noticed they hadn’t plowed yet.
They hadn’t even called us.”
Apparently, the Gill-Montague
schools’ plow truck is out of
commission, LaClaire said.
“We're just going to plow it from
now on.”

The board appointed Tupper
Brown to the zoning board of
appeals, gratefully. The town will
extend its contract with Duseau
Trucking for pickup of trash and
recycling for another year, at the
same price as this year.

As this year’s town budget
begins to take shape, the board is
examining initial budget requests
from town departments totaling
more than $250.000 above the
levy limit, according to Roussel,
without even considering the
schools assessment. Preliminary
budgets are often trimmed in
budget hearings before reaching
town meeting, and the board
indicated this would again be the
approach the town will
take. WE
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SURE SIGN OF SPRING

BY LINDA HICKMAN
WENDELL - Even though
winter weather hit late this year,
many people are already han-
kering for signs of spring. One
of the first harbingers of spring
is the welcome sight of buckets
hanging from maple trees.

As T turned off Mormon
Hollow and drove up Davis
Road to Bill and Laurel Facey’s
Sugarbush Farm on Sunday,
March 4th, I was greeted by the
sight of buckets hanging from
very large maples, impressive
stonewalls and beautiful fields.
As I continuned up the hill, I
began seeing long lengths of
plastic tubing running from the
sugar maples into a variety of
large containers.

I must confess, I was happy
to have an excuse to visit Bill.
The views at his farm are
breathtaking. The thick stone
walls encircling the fields are a
testament to long-term agricul-
tural use. Bill bought the almost
80-acre farmstead 40 years ago,
and has been working hard ever
since.

A full time farmer, Bill’s
main crops are hay and maple
syrup. He also raises some beef
cattle and cuts his own wood.
Bill built the post and beam
sugarhouse with lumber he har-
vested from his land. It has a

slate roof and a brick floor.

Inside the steamy building,
we discussed the vagaries of
maple sugaring while he boiled
his first sap of the season.
Although many large opera-
tions have switched to oil. Bill
told me, “I don’t want to do it
that way. It wouldn’t be any
fun.” He also thinks oil heat
degrades the flavor of the
syrup.

Instead, he boils sap the old-
fashioned way, with wood from
the farm he has cut, dried. and
stacked himself. But Bill does
believe in newer technology
when it improves the flavor of
his product, and increases the
efficiency of his operation.
When Bill had four children at
home. it would take them six
hours to drill, tap. and place
over 600 buckets. This year it
took him and his son Jim six
hours to drill holes, hammer in
639 taps, hang 60 buckets, and
connect the rest with plastic
tubing. Collection is much easi-
er with the new system, and he
gets a better grade of syrup
because he doesn’t have many
open buckets.

Once the sap is collected, he
boils it down. It takes approxi-
mately forty gallons of sap to
produce one gallon of maple
syrup. His evaporator usually

produces
two gallons
an  hour
The flow of
sap is very
weather
dependent.
He told me,
“Warm
days. cold
nights, and
a north
wind,”
result in the
best sap
production.
In his best
season, he
produced
126  gal- ;
lons. Last w A
year

was f e

PHOTO LINDA HICKMAN

not a great

season, 97 gal-

lons, but better

than the year before, 76 gallons.
“Weather conditions weren’t
favorable.” he recalled. “It got
warm too fast.”

So far, this year’s season
looks good, but it is too early to
tell. His season usually runs
from the first of March to the
first or second week in April.
When the beiling is over for the
year. Bill’s work is hardly done.
He has to remove all of the taps
and tubing and clean and store

The Sugar Shack at Sugarbush Farm in Wendell.

all of his equipment. Then he
has to sell the syrup.

The Faceys have had various
wholesale customers over the
years, but they are now down to
two, and could use more. The
Copper Angel Restaurant in
Erving buys their syrup in five-
gallon containers. They use it in
the kitchen and on the table.
Carroll’s Market in Millers
Falls sells their syrup. Laurel
can been seen  every
Wednesday, May through

October, at the Great Falls
Farmers Market in Turners
Falls and at other area markets
and fairs. They also sell syrup
at the farm. Bill said people are
welcome to stop by for syrup.
but suggested it is better to call
ahead, 978-544-7178.

I think the views alone are
worth the drive. The next time
you look at a local jug of maple
syrup and think it seems expen-
sive, think about all of the work
it represents.

CO-OP from page 1

department, or whether to lease
the space to the Pelham-based
Wheatberry Bakery. The 500 -
600 member-owners of the
coop are invited to a meeting to
discuss the proposal of leasing
out the deli and bakery on
Saturday, from 1 - 3 p m., at the

Leverett Library, at 75
Montague Road.
Coop manager Paul

Rosenberg said Wheatberry
bakery owners Adrie and Ben
Lester are Village Coop mem-
bers who have been delivering
bread for sale to the coop since
they started their business two
years ago. If the coop decides to
lease the bakery and deli to
them, they will contract to pro-
duce baked goods for the coop,
and to hire the present bakery
and deli workers at least at their
present levels of compensation.

Coop board member Pamela
Stone-Humphrey said the coop
was considering leasing the
bakery-deli at this time because
the present bakery manager,
Morgan Coldwell, will be leav-
ing by summer to have a baby.

and is not planning to return.

Adrie Lester  said  the
Wheatberry Bakery is presently
an entirely wholesale business,
and they would welcome the
opportunity have direct contact
with customers. In addition to
leasing the kitchen space,
Wheatberry would also lease
display space in the coop’s pop-
ular dining area, where daily
pizza and homemade soups
bring in a local crowd at lunch,
and the bakery racks gleam with
mouthwatering displays of
cherry danish, cranberry corn
muffins, raspbeiry scones, East
Indian samosas, chocolate
croissants, and the like

Lester said her business spe-
cialized in naturally leavened
bread and laminated pastries.
“Our pride and joy is sour-
dough,” she said.

Dan Bennett, a Moore’s
Comer resident who played a
formative role in expanding the
Leverett Village Coop from its
former location across
Rattlesnake Gutter Road, said
the bakery at the new store,
which opened in January of

1990, was originally leased to
the store’s first bakers,
Marianne and B.F. Masterton.
“I think it is the best arrange-
ment,” he said.

Lester said the Village Coop
provided the first wholesale
outlet for her baked goods.
Now, Wheatberry Bakery also
wholesales to Amherst Coffee,
Northampton Coffee, Cushman
General Store, the Night
Kitchen in Montague and the
Wendell Country Store. They
would maintain these outlets if
they move to Leverett and lease
the coop’s kitchen.

Lester said she had trained at
the Connecticut Culinary
School, and she and her hus-
band had also trained at fine
dining establishments like the
Blue Heron Restaurant, the Silk
Road in Northampton, and the
Brasserie Forty-A in
Northampton. (For more about
Wheatberry Bakery, go to www.
wheatberry.org.)

Rosenberg said, “My mind is
not made up,” about the merits
of the proposal to lease out the
bakery and deli. Stone-

Humphrey said she, too. was
“on the fence.,” seeing pluses
and minuses in the idea.

“We will continue to have an
outstanding deli and bakery
regardless of where this goes.
We’re very confident of that”
Rosenberg said.

The Leverett Village Coop is
the town’s only retail store,
open 7 am to 7 p.m.. seven
days a week at the intersection
of North Leverett and
Rattlesnake  Gutter Road.
Rosenberg said anyone may
shop at the store; and anyone
may become a member with a
$30 initial investment and $30
annual increments until the
required $170 share of stock is
reached.

Member-owners  receive
patronage rebates. the privilege
to join the 5 College Credit
Union. the ability to purchase
discounted propane. and the

right to vote in decisions like
the one upcoming on the future
of the bakery.

am - 11pm (al
{413)267-9666
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ILLUSTRATION BY ANJA SCHUTZ

BY KARL MEYER
COLRAIN - It was late after-
noon and cold when I came
upon the fisher track. The prints
registered in offset pairs, the rear
foot slipping neatly into the
snowy front-foot impression
ahead. Though it was late, I
headed into the foot of powdery
snow that tilted toward a small
pond the animal had tracked
across. The prints were off-
round, about three inches wide.
Each showed the arched crown
of five sharp claws always
prominent in good fisher tracks.
Since it was just fifteen
degrees, I assumed the ice would
be solid. My guess was off. The
water surface was slushy
beneath the snow and I thought I
shouldn’t push it - even though
this puddle was only three feet
deep. It serves as a breeding
pool for wood frogs and spotted
salamanders each spring. But I
followed the track out onto the
pond, heading first to a small
jumble of snow where the fisher
had made a side trip and then
veered off up the embankment.
Animals don’t waste energy,
especially in the cold. There
clearly had been clawing and
digging into this little pile. It
was about two and a half feet
across, and despite the activity it

THIS WILD PLAGE

On the Track of the Fisher

was pure white. This was unusu-
al for such an active spot. You’d
expect to find some other kind
of animal sign here: scat, or that
amber-liquid slash in the snow
left by an animal signaling its
neighbors. But there was none of
this, nor any obvious fur, blood,
or feathers.

I stuck my boot toe into the
snow and moved it around
expecting to find something
beneath, a cached kill, signs of
struggle., or just yellow snow.
Again, nothing. This was puz-
zling. Why had the fisher
stopped, taken time to dig and
plow up snow? Not a clue
remained. Maybe there was a
mouse trail wind and snow had
obliterated in the interim. I
scouted around a bit more, but
there was nothing. The mystery
would remain,

If there was more time I
might have figured the puzzle
out. Tracking, when you know a
bit about the creature, requires
time and observation. Follow a
trail long enough and you usual-
ly get a hint of where the animal
was in its nightly forage,
whether it had eaten, whether it
was prowling for food. or for
mating. T was out of time and a
bit rusty at tracking as well. It
hasn’t been a good snow year. I
back-tracked on this fox-sized

predator’s trail across the pond:
and saw where it crept over a
downed log and headed down
the mountain. Then I headed
back to the foot trail in the cold.

Fishers are wonderful to
track. They are somewhat cat-
like, but built low to the ground
and solid. with grizzled to deep-
brown fur and thick tapering
tails. These are creatures of deep
forests, wet areas and broken
woodlands. For nearly two cen-
turies after the Bay State’s
forests were leveled for farms,
the fisher disappeared from the
Commonwealth. It’s returned in
the last thirty years with the
maturing of the woodlands.

Fishers are rarely about dur-
ing the day. They’re most active
after dusk or before dawn. My
only good fisher sighting in day-
light came near the headwaters
of the Connecticut River in New
Hampshire, when one bolted
across the road, making an ener-
getic run at a snowshoe hare.
The hare escaped, perhaps alert-
ed by my approaching vehicle. It
made a frantic dash down the
center stripe, and nearly ran into
my menacing Ford Festiva out
of pure terror.

Snowshoe hares and cotton-
tails are part of the 6 - 15 pound
fisher’s diet. as are squirrels,
mice, grouse, raccoons, and

opossums.
They are
excellent
climbers, with
those fantastic
claws and
flexible wrists
that allow
them to
descend trees
headfirst as

they pursue
their  prey.
They will also
belly flop
from  ftrees
into deep

snow if time

and necessity
call for it
Many a squir-
rel has been ripped from the
night safety of its nest by a
cagey fisher.

But the most unique predator
-prey relationship involving
fishers is with the porcupine.
Fishers have nearly perfected a
method of neutralizing the por-
cupine’s brilliant quill defense.
The strategy is to engage the
porcupine on the ground - even
if it must knock the porcupine
from the tree to do it. Then it’s a
battle of quickness. the fisher
raking the porcupine about the
un-quilled face until it becomes
vulnerable. It then works to get

The elusive Fisher

at the quill-free belly to finish
the kill. Understandably. the
porcupine is then consumed up
through its soft stomach to avoid
those still-dangerous barbs.
Once consumed, all that is left is
a hollow corpse, surounded by
quills.

Cooling thought: Having a
glass of water or a soft drink at
home or in a vestaurant? Why
not “skip the ice” since the lig-
uid is already chilled? You save
energy and skip the ingrained
waste in our societys reflexive
use of ice in already-cool drinks.

PATTY CAKE

continued from pg 1

powdered sugar, vanilla and
meringue powder: mousseline
buttercream, with the addition
of egg whites to make it slight-
Iy less sweet; along with fon-
dant and ganache icings.

They also offer lunch in the
form of soup du jour, creative
salads and sandwiches served
on homemade breads, includ-
ing black forest ham with brie
on a croissant, turkey with veg-
gies and garlic mayonnaise,
chicken or tuna salad and a
veggie sandwich.

If you’re not hungry yet, the
glass bakecases of hard-to-
resist desserts will tempt your
palate even if you’re just stop-
ping in for a cup of Baronet
coffee or hot tea.

The two Pattys actually met
through  their  daughters.
Young’s daughter Jaime is a
hairdresser at Hair Therapy in
Greenfield, who styles the hair
of MecClelland’s daughter

Andrea. The two girls were
talking about their mothers one
day and agreed that they should
meet to explore the idea of bak-
ing together.

“It just went from there.”
said Young. “This space
became available again so we
decided to move back home.”

Patricia McClelland, left, and Patrice Young show off some of their delectable baked
Zoods at their new 41h Street bakery, Patty Cake Patty Cake.

McClelland said it was hard
to get started in Turners Falls
four years ago, when she first
ran Blue Skies on 4th Street,
but she sees a downtown
renewal happening with the
opening of other new establish-
ments such as Ristorante
DiPaolo.

“It feels good,”
said McClelland,
who loves working
with flours to create
fresh, homemade
breads. “And mak-
ing a wedding cake
and seeing it after
you put it all togeth-
er, it’s artistic.”

Young  shared
similar  thoughts
when asked what is
most rewarding
about baking. “Just
doing a good job
and seeing the faces
when we do a wed-
ding cake. Just mak-
ing people happy
and seeing people
smile,” she said,
handing a lunch menu to a local
patron.

Patty Cake Patty Cake is
open Tuesday through Friday
from 7 am. to 2 pm. and
Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon.

For a wedding cake con-
sultation, call 863-8900. ja
L=

Neminafions for Abigail Adams Eliet
Award in Early Education and Care

The Franklin County Collaboration for
Children, in parinership with the
Education Department at Greenfield
Community College, invites nominations
for the third Abigail Adams Eliot Award in
Early Education and Care. This award
will recognize an individual working
directly with children ages 0-5 in the field
of early education and care, who has
made an exemplary contribution to
young children and their families in
Franklin County. The award is open to
nominations from the public, and will be
judged by a panel of local citizens and
early childhood professionals. The recip-
ient will be honored at the Fifth Annual
Educational Forum to be held on Apnl
27,2007

Award nominees should be individu-
als who are working with young children
in an educational setfing in Franklin
County, and have made an outstanding
confribution to our community over a
long penod of time.

TTo download a nomination form, go
fo:
www gcc. mass eduwadams_award html.

The deadiine for nominations is

March 26th.
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3~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
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| 531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague
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Hypnotherapy
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413-863-8694
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Call Larry:
772-0859

Mon. - Sat.
9:30 - 5:30
www.coutttryjeweler.com
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64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376

$24 hour emergency tOwWin
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A HOLISTIC HEALTH PERSPECTIVE
BY JENNY CHAPIN include: emotional, physical. or reduction of the symptoms of Acupuncture and herbal

MONTAGUE CENTER -
Eczema is an inflammatory
condition of the skin, an itchy
red rash. The name comes from
the Greek. “boil over”, which is
how the skin feels to those
affected. Ranging in size from a
small area that looks like a little
patch of dry skin, to the entire
surface of the body, it can be a
source of unbearable misery. In
its acute phase, the rash tends to
appear abruptly, and the skin
blisters and oozes clear fluid.
The chronic phase develops
either gradually from the acute
phase or by itself, with dry,
thick, scaly skin. Itching is pre-
sent in both stages, and can be
so severe that the sufferer will
scratch until the skin bleeds.

Though uncomfortable and
potentially embarrassing,
eczema is neither contagious
nor life threatening. Eczema
occurs without contact and has
more to do with internal factors
than external ones.

Triggers that worsen eczema

psychological stress; menstrual
periods; weather and tempera-
ture - changes in weather. cold
weather, raw winter weather,
dry winter house heat, intense
heat; wool clothing; detergents,
perfumes or dyes; perspiration;
pollen; food additives; dry skin.
Common allergenic foods are
dairy products, soy, citrus,
peanuts, wheat, fish, eggs, corn,
tomatoes and other nightshades,
beans. shellfish, sweets, and
chocolate. Heating stimulants
like caffeine and alcohol can
aggravate the condition, as can
greasy fried foods. Saturated
fats (meats, especially poultry,
and dairy), refined foods, and
sugar cause inflammation.

The primary conventional
treatment for eczema is corti-
costeroid ointments, which aid
in acufe flare-ups but do not
prevent recurrence. Steroids
have a suppressive, not cura-
tive, effect and when applied
liberally on the skin, may drive
the condition deeper into the

body. Keep a cortisone cream
handy in case of extremely
severe itching, but it is best
avoided if possible.

Frequent, soothing baths are
beneficial, especially for the
dry, scaly type of eczema. Add
one cup of finely ground oats
and two cups of licorice tea to a
tepid bath to relieve itching.
Soap should be avoided, as it
tends to be drying.

Soft cotton clothes that let
the skin breathe are preferable
to synthetic materials.

People with eczema may
have an essential fatty acid
(EFA) deficiency. Studies of
evening primrose oil report the

eczema and the overall severity
of the disorder. Plant sources of
EFAs include flax seed oil, nuts
and seeds. Fish oils such as cod
liver oil or cold-water fish
(salmon, sardines, tuna) have
anti-inflammatory properties
that have been shown to help
control eczema.

Beta-carotene foods are ben-
eficial in the treatment of skin
diseases, particularly of an
inflammatory nature. Examples
are carrots, winter squash,
pumpkin, and dark leafy
greens.

Skin creams and salves con-
taining one or more of the fol-
lowing herbs may help relieve
itching and burning, and pro-
mote healing: chickweed, cal-
endula, comfrey, and
chamomile.

Tea tree oil is known for its
antiseptic and antibacterial
properties. and helps calm skin
inflammation. It is toxic if
ingested and should only be
used topically.

medicine can be very effective
in treating eczema. Chinese
medicine views eczema as heat
drying the body’s normal cool-
ing and soothing mechanisms.
Acupuncture and herbs cool the
body and soothe the tissues
locally in order to treat acute
flare-ups as well as provide
long-term improvement in the
condition.

On a psychoemotional level,
eczema has to do with feeling
safe and secure in the world,
knowing when to trust or mis-
trust, knowing when to feel fear
or not. Our skin being the most
obvious boundary between owr-
selves and the rest of the world,
skin problems are related to the
balance between independence
and dependence.

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc-
turist, bodyworker, and yoga
teacher in Greenfield. For pre-
vious articles, and to offer top-
ics of interest for this columm,
visit her website, www jenny-
chapin.com.

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Can Coffee Prevent Cirrhosis of the Liver?

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA,NJ - Q. I'm a social
drinker who has several glass-
es of wine every evening, but
I’m told I can avoid any liver
damage if I drink plenty of
coffee. Sounds ridiculous.
What do vou think?

There was a study of more
than 125.000 people who
drank coffee. The study, pub-
lished recently, showed that
one cup of coffee a day cut the
risk of alcoholic cirrhosis of
the liver by 20 percent. Four
cups a day reduced the risk by
80 percent. It’s not known yet
why coffee protected livers in
this study.

Even “social drinkers” can
develop cirrhosis, a condition
that causes irreversible dam-
age to the liver. Whether you
get cirrhosis depends upon the
amount of alcohol you drink
and a predisposition for the
condition.

If you drink a lot of alco-
hol, you will hurt your liver.
However, you will not neces-
sarily get cirrhosis. You have
a one-in-three chance of get-
ting cirrhosis if you drink 8 to
16 ounces of liquor a day (or

the equivalent in other alco-
holic drinks) for 15 years or
more.

More men than women get
cirthosis. There is a theory
that more men get cirrhosis
because they’re heavier
drinkers.

Women can’t tolerate as
much alcohol as men can.
Studies show that a much
higher percentage of women,
consuming less alcohol than
men, suffer from cirrhosis.

In the United States, exces-
sive alcohol consumption is
the single greatest risk factor
for cirrhosis. Chronic infec-
tion with the hepatitis C virus
is the second leading cause of
cirrhosis.

The liver, which is located
in the upper right side of the
abdomen, is the largest organ
in the human body. It weighs
about three pounds and is -
believe it or not - about the
size of a football. You cannot
live without a liver.

The liver is a multipurpose
organ that performs hundreds
of tasks. Among its functions
are the digestion of fats.
removal of harmful sub-

IILLUSTRATION: JESSICA HARMON

stances from blood, produc-
tion of cholesterol. control of
infections and the coagulation
of blood.

In cirrthosis of the liver,
scar tissue replaces healthy
tissue; this blocks blood flow
through the liver and prevents
it from working efficiently.

At the onset of cirrhosis,
there may be no symptoms. As
the liver deteriorates, the fol-
lowing may occur: internal
bleeding. fluid retention in the
legs and feet, bruising, yellow
skin and eyes, fluid in the
abdomen. itchy hands and
feet, dark wurine, loss of
appetite and weight, nausea,

fatigue, and red spider veins.

Although liver damage
from cirrhosis is irreversible,
treatment can help prevent
more damage and reduce com-
plications. Giving up alcohol
is the primary treatment.
Improving nutrition is often
part of treatment, too.

A doctor can diagnose cir-
rhosis through symptoms, a
medical history, a physical
exam, and tests.

Tests that are often used in
diagnosis include a computer-
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ized axial tomography (CAT)
scan, ultrasound, magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI), or
a scan using a radioactive sub-
stance that highlights the
liver. A doctor might look at
the liver using an instrument
that is inserted into the
abdomen. A liver biopsy - tis-
sue sample - can confirm a
diagnosis.

If vou have a question,
please write to
fredcicetti@gmail.com.
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Growth & Transformation Through Healing

Joanne O’Neil, M.A.

Psychotherapist & Herbalist ¥ Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas

P.O. Box 73. Montague, MA 01351 » 413.367.9514
Joanne@moonrisemedicinals.com

»*

by Andy’s
* Curtains * Braided Rugs

* Accessories For Your Home

Mon.-Fri.9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5, Sun.Noon-4

329 Deerfield St, Greenfield 773-3911
www.andysaok.com
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Acupuncture
Massage, Reiki
Flower Essence Therapy

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls
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JEP’S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XXIII

A GREAT STORY

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL - Once in Rotterdam, Ma
learned the Lusitania was resting
at the bottom of the sea, sunk on
the way to Liverpool. There were
no civilian passenger ships
traveling on the high seas

because of the danger of U-boats.
Her spirits fell. She was
marooned in Rotterdam, and her
moeney was munning low. That
evening, Ma wandered down to
the waterfront with Mary. A
Dutch freighter, the Nieuw
Amsterdam, sat tied up at the

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS calL 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free.

CARPENTRY

NO JOB TOO SMALL -
General carpentry and home
repairs. Custom shelves a
specialty. Call David, 863-
9296.

SERVICES

PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW -
Sita Lang. (413) 834-7569.
Hauling your used goods to
people and places in need,
and not necessarily to the
landfill. Free estimates.

TUTOR  AVAILABLE -
Emphasis on reading, writing
and verbal skills. Steady
clients only. Must be
motivated. (413) 863-5149.

COOP APARTMENT
AVAILABLE
Pioneer Cooperative of

Franklin County currently
has membership
opportunities for two units
located in the Montague City
section of Montague. Coop

members occupy
apartments in buildings
owned by the coop.

Becoming a member is not
difficult, but does involve
more responsibilities than a
conventional rental
relationship. In exchange for
below market rents,
members agree to
participate in meetings and
committees, a monthly work
requirment of 4 hours and
normal outdoor and common
area maintenance of the
property they occupy. Large
first floor 2 or 3 bedroom
apartment  with large
windows, high tin ceilings
and lots of open space.
Range & Refrigerator.
Laundry hook-up. Basement
storage. Gas heat and hot
water. $700/mo, no utils.
Sunny second floor 1 or 2
bedroom apartment. Range
& Refrigerator. Laundry
hook-up. Basement storage.
Gas heat and hot water.
$580/mo, no utils. Non-
smokers preferred. Please
call 413-772-5052 or email
info@pioneerccop.org for
more information.

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS

RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE
MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

PO Box 48
413-863-9433

Sharon Cotirell
Property Manager

Turmers Falls, MA

professionally managed by:

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St.

&

=

dock. A sailor came down the
gangplank. With gestures and
broken English, Ma was able to
ask him about the ship’s
destination. When he said. “New
York.” she pointed to herself and
Mary, and offered him money.
He took them aboard the
freighter, down into the hold.

After the ship got underway,
officials discovered them and
listed them on the ship’s manifest
as steerage passengers. The
ship’s master took eight dollars
of Ma’s, writing in the ship’s
manifest that she had twelve
dollars remaining. In steerage,
they had no privacy: sailors
walked through the open hold,
and brackish bilge water sloshed
back and forth under the
duckboards.

The North Atlantic seas
became rough and soon everyone
was seasick. Ma was so weak she
couldn’t get up to take Mary to

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTIGE

Town of Wendell Planning
Board

In accordance with the
provisions of Mass General
Laws and Wendell Zoning
Bylaws, the Wendell Planning
Board will hold a public hearing
on Tuesday, March 20, 2007 at
7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall on
the application of James
Tierney for a large development
review under Article XIl of the
Wendell Zoning Bylaws to
create 4 new lots from the
current Assessor's Map 409,
Parcel 57.1 (near the
intersection of Old Stage Road
and Locke Hill Road). A copy of
the application and plans may
be inspected at the Town Office

Your Automotive Answer

TELE: (413)772-8862— CELL: (413)512-0413

409 DEERFIELD STREET + GREENFIELD

the toilet. When she asked a
sailor to take Mary, he cheerfully
scooped Mary up and sat her on
his shoulders. But frightened. she
wet all over him. The sailor
cursed and quickly put her down,
never to offer again. Until she
was well, Ma told Mary to pee
into the bilge water sloshing
beneath the duckboards. The ship
seemed to wallow through the
sea forever. After thirteen
miserable days, the ship docked
in New York.

“What will we do, now?” Ma
asked the sailor who’d brought
them aboard. “We have no
proper papers.”

“Not to worry.” the sailor
said. “We wait here for customs
to inspect part of the ship, then
we take you there, while they
inspect here. Then, you hide
there until night comes. Not to
worry.”

After nightfall, as they
descended the gangplank lugging
their bundles, a newspaperman
spotted them. When he started
asking questions, Ma told him
the truth about arriving on the
ship. “Wait right here. I'm going
to get a camera man — this is a
great story,” he said, muning off.

“As soon as he went around
the comer, I quickly go to the
train station, as fast as Mary can
walk.” she said. “After T buy
train tickets for Housatonic, I
have just one dollar left.”

‘When they got to Housatonic,
their apartment was dark. The
thought that Franz might have
moved away alarmed her. She
knocked on the landlady’s door.
“Ghost, ghost,” the landlady
screamed, slamming the door

After reassurances that they were
alive and not ghosts, the landlady
opened the door.

“IT am so sure you were both
killed in the war; I thought you’d
come to haunt me,” she said.
“Frank is down at the tavern. I
send somebody to get him.”

When the messenger said,
“Hey, Frank, your wife’s home,”
Franz took him to task for trying
to play such a cruel prank, and he
stayed on at the bar. At closing
time, Frank came home. It was a
joyous re-union. But Mary, who
hadn’t seen her father since
infancy, was not at all sure she
wanted to be around this stranger
who was hugging her mother.
She was afraid and wouldn’t go
to him.

“T was so happy to be home
again,” Ma said. “Life was good.
Two years later I have Johnny
and then I get pregnant, again,
with Bessie. In 1918, comes
influenza. People get sick and die
in just days. Doctors and nurses
can’t take care of everyone.
Many of them die, too. So the
firemen go from house to house
helping sick people. Frank goes
to help, and he gets sick and dies
in a few days. I had a good life
with Frank. Now I am left with
two small children, I'm pregnant,
I’'m alone, I have no money, and
I don’t know what to do. In this
life, happiness is like a soap
bubble. Poof — and it’s gone.”
She began gathering up feathers.

“Tell us what happened. next,
Ma.”

“No more stories;
bed — spac.”

time for
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Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833
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ARTS

FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH

Spring Performance  Series-
Greenfield Community College The
chorus will perform a cappella and
accompanied works under the direc-
tion of Margery Heins, with Amy
Crawford, accompanist, at the col-
lege’s Steinway grand piano (a pre-
view of a longer performance by the
GCC Chorus focusing on music for
the spring season and holidays, full
concert on 3/30). In the Music Room
(Room S-358), Greenfield
Community College, 775-1171.

At Montague Bookmill:
Performance:  Chiara  String
Quartet Playing classical, Andean
folk to Prince to Beethoven and
Bartok. 8 to 11 p.m.367-9206.

Deja Brew, Wendell-Euphemisms,
folk rock. 9 to 11 p.m_, no cover.

FRIDAY& SATURDAY,

MARCH 9TH & 10TH

Pothole Pictures The Shawshank
Redemption. 7:30 p.m. in Memorial
Hall, Shelburne Falls. Music before
the movie at 7 p.m. $6 at the door.

SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH

Corned Beef DinnerBenefit for Relay
For Life Team #28 Parker's Prowlers.
At St. Kaz, Avenue A, Tumers Falls.
5 pm. to 7 pm_ with music from DJ
Gladstone to follow.

St. James Coffeehouse presents
Aztec Two-Step With special guest
Jeff Martell. Guest at 7:15, Aztec at 8
pm. At St James Coffeehouse, 8
Church Street, Greenfield. 772-2213

Rt. 63 Road House: Loose Change,
rock, come to dance! 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell-Josh Levangie
does Johnny Cash favorites. 9 to 11
p.m_, nNo cover.

Third Annual New Works Festival
Showcasing plays by Massachusetts
playwrights. Held at the Shea, 71
Avenue A, Turners Falls. 8 p.m. 863-
2281.

SUNDAY, MARCH 11TH

The Montague Bookmill Presents:
The Dead of Winter Free Films for
the Frozen: Lost in America. T p.m.

Richard Chase--original acoustic
singer/songwriter at the Old Town
House (adjacent to the 1794
Meetinghouse), New Salem, as part
of the North Quabbin Center for the
Performing Arts “Serendipity Series "
Tickets online at www.1794meeting-
house.org or (978) 544 5200 or at
the door. 4 p.m.

Classical Piano by Adam Bergeron
at Deja Brew, Wendell. 7 to 9 p.m.

& ENTERTAINMENT

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Scandinavian Dancing,
Montague Grange. Hambo,
Schottis, dances of Dalarna,
Sweden taught by Andrea
Larson and Scot Applegate,
dancers of all levels welcome.
$8 donation. 3 to 6 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 12TH
Live Jazz at Ristorante
DiPaolo, Avenue A, 6to 9 pm.
Information 863-4441.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14TH

Fiddle Tune swap at Deja Martell performs at St. James

Brew, Wendell, all welcome. 7
to9pm.

THURSDAY, MARCH 15TH
Deja Brew - Paul Spatarella -
Rock, 8 - 10 p.m. No cover.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH

Cabin Fever Party and everyone is
invited. Have some fun & food and
meet some great people. At the Brick
House, 24 Third St., Turners Falls. 4
to7 pm.

Deja Brew-Josh Levangie-Country, 8
- 10 p.m. No cover.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
MARCH 16TH & 17TH

The Academy Players Present: The
Merchant of Venice at the Shea
Theater, Turmers Falls 7 p.m__ Call
(413)-863-2281 for ticket informa-
tion. Admission: Adults $10 /
Students $5.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17TH

Spring Gardening Symposium at
Frontier Regl High School.
www.wmassmastergardeners org

Jamie Anderson, singer-songwriter-
gets bored easily, will be performing
at the Echo Lake Coffeehouse,
Leverett, 7:30 pm.

Rt 63 Road House: Love Bomb!
9:30 p.m. Come fo dance! St Pats
Party-Adam Duncan Memorial Pool
Tournament.

St. Patrick's Day Dinner Proceeds
benefit the Trinitarian

Aztec Two-Step with specfa!cguesf Jeff

guest at 715, Aztec at 8 pm.

Congregational Church of Warwick.
Menu: Comed beef & cabbage, car-
rots, Irnish soda bread, beverages
and homemade pies. Held in
Warwick Town Hall. Sittings at 5 & 6
p.m. Takeout available, call 978-575-
0310.

Deja Brew: Ronald Meck-Celtic
music. 9 to 11p.m. No cover

Millers River Environmental Center,
Athal- Woodcock Walk. Join Bruce
Scherer at Cass Meadow, Athol to
witness the unigue courtship display
of the American Woodcock. The
woodcock's call is a loud nasal
"peent". When the male is flying dur-
ing courtship displays, we can hear
a variety of twittering songs, pro-
duced vocally, but also by air over
wing feathers. Males perform a
beautiful “sky dance” at dusk and
dawn. Flights include a spiral up to
100 meters, flittering wings while
chirping, and then circling back to
the same spot on the ground. 978-
544-3282 6:30 pm.

THROUGH MARCH 18TH

Hallimark Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Turners Falls. Face fo
Face: Portraits from Fifty Years, pho-
tographs by Douglas Kirkland.

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH

The Montague Bookmill Presents:
The Dead of Winter Free Films for
the Frozen Double Feature!: In
Heaven There’s No Beer 7 pm. &

offeehouse,

The Pathfinder, 8 pm. Food & drink
available at The Lady Killigrew.

THROUGH MARCH 25TH

Local artists on display at Green
Trees Gallery in Northfield, 5 -7 pm.
Apex to Zenith, a panoramic collec-
tion of over 35 regional artists .
Artists: include Dan Brown, Beverly
Phelps, Nayana Glazier, Barbara
Milot & Daniel Putnam. www green-
treesgallery.com

SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH

The Montague Bookmill Presents:
The Dead of Winter Free Films for
the Frozen: | Walked With A Zombie,
7 p.m.

BEGINNING THURSDAY,

MARCH 22ND

Exhibit: John Willis" and Tom
Young's “Recycled Realities and
Other Stories” Haunting and surreal,
series of black and white images
invite viewers into a vast paper land-
scape at Erving Paper Mill (images
of scrap paper at the mill are of lives
lived, captured in the pages of mass
media and then discarded for recy-
cling). Also presented will be images
from photographic projects: “View
from the Rez” and ‘Timeline” An
artists’ reception with live music and
hors d'oeuvres will be held on
Saturday, March 31 from 1 -5 pm.
Also a slide presentation from 7:15-
845 pm. at Hallmark Institute of
Photography Educational Center.
Exhibit is at Hallmark Museum of
Contemporary Photography, Tumers
Falls. Hours: Thursday through
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 863-0009.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
MARCH 23RD & 24TH
Pothole Pictures presents The
Seven Samuraii Memorial Hall

Theater, Shelbume Falls. 7:30 p.m.

.~ Great
| Beer Fine Wine Food
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m.

| Friday 3/9 9-11 p.m.
i  Euphemisms--Folk Rock

| Samrday 3/10 911 p.m.
Josh Levangie-jobnny Cash favorites
Friday 3/ 9-11 p.m.
Tina
Saturdsy 3/ 9-11 pan.
Jazz
NO COVER ANY NIGHT!

978-544-BREW
5TA Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

o
o
o
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HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6 pm.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m.
THURS - Drop-in, 3- 6 pm.

& Movie Night, 6 -8 pm.

Free (except sonre frips), open to local
teens. Some require permission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in

The Brick House
24 Third Street, Tirners Falls, 01376,

FREE FILMS FOR THE FROZEN

Lost In America
Sunday, March 11th ~ 7pm
Albert Brooks seeks himselfand Amencama
38-foot Winnebago.

Very finny and apt. 1985. Food & Drink
available at The Lady Killigrew.

www.montaguebookmill.com (413)367-9206

GREENFELD

CALDEN
CINFMAS

Main St. Greenfield. MA
413-174-4881

www_gardencinemas_net
Showtimes for

Fri, Mar. 9th-Thurs., Mar. 15th
Contact Famouse Bill's for Dinner & Movie Deal

1. BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA PG
DALY 7:00 930

MATINEE FRIL SAT SUN 12:00 3:00
2. WILD HOGS PG

DALY 7:00 930 DTS sound
MATINEE FRL SAT. SUN 12:00 3:00
3.NORBIT PGI3

DALY 7:00

MATINEE FRI. SAT, SUN 12:00

3. NOTESONASCANDAL R
DAILY 9:30 MAT. FRI. SAT, SUN 3:00
4. MUSIC & LYRICS PGI3
DALY 645 915

MATINEE FRI SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
5.GHOSTRIDER PGI3

DALY 645 915

MATINEE FRL SAT. SUN 12:15 3:15
6. LAST KING OF SCOTLAND R
DAILY 630 9:00 DTS sound
MATINEE FRL SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30
7.300 R DTS sound
DALY 6:30 9:00

MATINEE FRI. SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30

Memorial Hall Theater

POTHOLE PCTURES

March 9 & 10 7:30 p.m.

The $hawshank Redemption
Unusual story about fime, loyalty, patience and
hope as two men (Tim Robbins & Morgan
Freeman) serving life sentences become
friends and fight off despair. Bleak, but sfill man-
ages {o be joyful, moral, and uplifting. Directed
by Frank Darabont 1984. R 142 min. color.

Music before movie 7 p.m.
Fri. TBA
Sat. lan Curtis & Friends-rock

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

Open Fri. & Sat. 10 a m. to 4 p.m. ll[ll:lllllill!l al “lﬁ IIiSI:IllleW GEIIIEI Groups by Special Arragement, Tues. - Thur.

SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH
Accessible Birding. 10am. - 12 pm. Join
the Hampshire Bird Club on this excur-
sion to nvestigate bird life at wheelchair
accessible and lively birding locations in
the Comecticut River Valley. Binoculars
|and scopes are available for use as well as
other assistive technology such as
portable folding chairs, large print ficld
guides, monopods, and listening devices.
Register or info. call (413) 545-5758.
Happy 104th Birthday!

Join Refuge staff for a journey through the

104 years of the National Wildlife Refuge
Sytem. We'll travel from 1903 when the
system was created to today. Learn about
YOUR. local Silvio O. Conte National
Fish & Widllife Refuge. All welcome,
cake served! 1 pm.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13TH

Special Places m the Valley Lecture
Series: 4 of 7. Virtual Visit to Mt. Toby. A
slideshow presentation on the cultural his-
tory and habitat changes that have taken
place, and about the special species that
reside at Mt. Toby. We will also explore

the nmltiple methods of land conservation
practiced at Mt. Toby that currently pro-
teet this treasured place. Leam about the
recreation opportunities and responsibili-
ties. 6:30 pm

THURSDAY, MARCH 15TH
Greenfield Garden Club - All are wel-
come! Public monthly meeting at the
Great Falls Discovery Center. A special
tour of the exhibits will be conducted by
local myural artist, Frank Gregory. Contact
Linda Tyler for more mformation about
the Garden Club at 774.3505. Tto 9 pm.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17TH

Green is the Color of the Day! Exploring
the shades of green in the natural land-
seape. An art and nature activity for all
that will focus our attention on some
details of nature’s green. 1l am- 12 pm.
UNTIL MARCH 31ST

Stephen Gingold’s Nature Photography.
Explore the world of nature, both at a
landscape scale and focused at close
range for details, thmough the eyes of]
Stephen Gingold as you see his photo-
graphs in this special exhibit.

Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls

(413) 863-3221

www.greatfallsma.org

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Montague Webworks

Easy to use Community & Business Websites

' ® Multiple designs, or custom made
Built-in page editor, do it yourselfl
Messages, calendars, downloads
Private customer areas w/ login /

Multiple “group” areas for users wd
® Fast setup, in-town support
| @ Call today and get a quote

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners
michael@mullertech.com
www.MySiteServer.com

Serving the Area for over 25 years

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
/ Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falis, MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

« Dead Bolts

« Household Lock Sets

* We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

S+, Brian R. San Soucie
| T Locksmith - CRL

Certified + Bonded= Insured

THE TEXTILE CO. INC.

Retail Fabric Store
"s Catton » Silks » Polyesters ® Vinyls ® Upholstery Marerial
* Quilting Supplies * Patterns * Calicos * Notions
CASH & CHECKS ONLY
on.-5at. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 = Closed Mon. - June, July, August

Power Square
, Greenficld

(413) 773-7516
[ 2
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Bring on the Spring

BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - March:
the season of late snows and
mud; of rising sap and refurning
birds. Whatever kind of winter
we’ve had, by now I’'m more
than ready for spring.

This month certainly came in
like a lion with snow, fieezing
rain and sleet. Like others, I
slipped and slid on Friday and
managed to connect with a pile
of snow. The end result was an
ugly bend in my car’s right rear
fender. On the up side: the birds
sing more vigorously, their
feathers show a hint of the sum-
mer to come; the days are dis-
tinctly longer at both ends and
even though we have more
snow cover than we've had all
winter, it can’t and won'’t last.

If you're looking for an
antidote, two local bulb shows
are bound to perk you up. The
spring bulb show at the Lyman
Plant House, Smith College is
the most well-known.

Tt is also the largest and most
dramatic. This annual show
(March 3rd -18th) draws huge
crowds, as well it should. Staff
spend weeks preparing for the
event, forcing bulbs of all colors
and types. daffodils, tulips, cro-
cus, hyacinth, fritilliaria, scilla
and anemone; they also cut and
bring in forsythia, flowering
crab and pussy willow. The dis-
play is breathtaking. Masses of
bloom, heady perfume and art-
ful arrangements abound. So do
wall to wall crowds, busy pho-
tographers, small children in
strollers and back packs, college
students, elders and everyone in
between, all craving spring and
finding it in the greenhouse. It’s
glorious, and almost over the
top. The show is open to the
public from 10 - 4 daily and also
from 6 - 8 pm. on Friday,
March 9th and 16th. If you are
able to see it during a weekday,
you’ll be able to browse at a
more leisurely pace and also to
park within hiking distance.
Still, it’s definitely good for a
pick-me-up.

A lesser known bulb show
can be found at the Talcott
greenhouse on the campus of
Mount Holyoke College in
South Hadley. This is a more
modest event that avoids the
claustrophobic crowds and
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imadequate parking at Smith. It

is easier to take in and can be
absorbed at a slower pace and
still offers a pre-spring tonic.
This year’s display features
bulbs as they appear in the wild
in North America and Europe.
A naturalized landscape shows
off tulips, grape hyacinth, scilla,
oxalis, anemone, bellevallia,
eranthus and Star of Bethlehem.
‘While T haven’t made it to this
show yet, last year the “natural-
ized landscape™ featured tables
of grass trimmed to lawn height,
spotted with flowers as if they
had grown up together natural-
ly. So while this bulb shows
lacks the grandiose display fea-
tured at Smith, it has a distinct
charm of its own. Close by is
the building that houses the
small but fine college art collec-
tion. Hours of the Mount
Holyoke bulb show are daily
from 11 -4, March 4th -19th.
Here at home, the leek and
onion seed I planted on the 31st
of January have grown to about
four inches. Two weeks ago
they were watered with a mild
solution of water and liquid sea-
weed, available at most garden
centers. This weekend they
were fed again and also
trimmed to about three inches to
encourage bulb development.
They are ready to be transplant-
ed into individual growing cells
filled with real potting soil.
They can be pulled up from the
blade. If a few roots break in the

WOODBLOCK MARY AZARIAN
process, it won’t be at all impor-
tant to the future growth of the
plant.

Many years ago when I was
still working for Home Care, I
stopped to see Rose Rewa's
mother and also had the plea-
sure of watching Rose literally
yanking baby marigold plants
from their starting medium and
firmly throwing them into the
new soil in that matter of fact
manner with which she met any
aspect of her daily life. She was
raising plants to sell, so those of
us gardening for pleasure can
safely work with the same
dauntless, firm purpose.

Next weekend is a good time
to start pepper plants if you plan
to grow from seed. It may seem
unbelievably early, but peppers
are a slow growing lot, and it is
best to put out strong, vigorous
plants around the end of May or
early June, because they’ll need
a full garden season to mature
and provide you with that deli-
cious fiuit you look forward to.
Try some chocolate sweet pep-
pers for fall grilling, and maybe
a hot pepper plant or two. You
won’t be disappointed, and if
you have a bumper crop you
can always share with fiiends
and pop some in the freezer for
winter enjoyment. Going to gar-
den shows and getting a few of
your own plants started goes a
long way toward bringing on
the spring, at least in your heart.

Spring Ahecad
on Sunday

BY FRAN HEMOND
MONTAGUE CENTER -
March 11th, 2007, 2 am.:
Daylight Savings Time begins!
It always starts on a Sunday, and
those of us who live by God’s
time that eases us into the
changes of light and dark are
sometimes its victim. We arrive
at church as the congregation is
chatting on the church steps,
ready to go home to dinner, and
it’s time for judgment all
around.

This year, the facts are these.
On Saturday, March 10th, 2007,
the sun will rise at 6:06 Eastern
Standard Time, and set at 5:45
EST. On Sunday, March 11th,
the sun will rise at 7:04 Eastern
Daylight Time, and set at 6:46
EDT. This will be the nomencla-
ture in Montague, in our Eastern
Time Zone. Our friends in
Arizona will not change fto
Daylight Savings, and our care-
ful concern about making phone
calls too early or late will need
evaluation. The year’s almanacs
will keep us up on the current
data.

For some years
the first Sunday
in April was
the chosen
date to
‘spring

ahead."But
as an energy
conservation
measure, the US
Congress passed the

Energy Policy Act in 2005.
which extended Daylight
Savings Time by four
weeks, to take effect this second
Sunday in March of 2007.
That’s us, right now. Under the
new regulation DST ends on the
first Sunday of November,
which is November 4th in 2007.
Mark your calendar. For some
years previous the last Sunday
in October was when we were
set to “fall back.”This lovely old
Earth has not seemed to deviate
from its revolution and rotation
which provide the diversity of
our world. And humans, dealing
with time and place, try to stan-
dardize and best utilize the

resources with which they are
provided. It is not strange that
the Department of
Transportation and Congress
have the responsibility to plan
and conserve energy. as the leg-
islatures of other countries do.
Here in the U.S., Ben Franklin is
given credit for first writing
about Daylight Savings Time.
Its first official use here was
during World War 1.

However, in 1919 the farmers
so opposed Daylight Savings
Time that Congress passed a bill
to call it off, even over President
Wilson's veto. For years there
was a higgledy-piggledy system
throughout the country, the
states and communities choos-
ing their own system. Daylight
Savings Time returned during
‘World War II. and in 1966 feder-
al legislation restored its general
use, but gave states considerable
leeway to accommodate their
preferences. Daylight Savings
Time is just one more attempt to
pragmatically capture that elu-

sive something, Time,

that Einstein

consid-
ered a

ILLUSTRATION FROM THE COURIER-JOURNAL

WWW.COURIER-JOURNAL.COM

dynamic fourth dimension. So
get ready to’Spring ahead,” on
Sunday.

The author wishes to thank
Pat Saczawa at the Carnegie
Library for her assistance .
researching this article.

Don’t forget »
to set your
clocks »
ahead!

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

DOLAN & DOLAN S

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

REGAL

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D.

TURNEEERALT & F o A — Real Estate & Modular Homes
P et | Dol BuviNG * BUILDING * SELLING
413-863-3133 5 ' A complete line of modular homes from planning and

Telephone: (413) 863-9656

permits to the finished project, they handle the entire job.

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS Kyle Scott and Donald Y. Bowman

PERSONGL MJURS, (URLG 6 ESTRTES, IUDRRER'S COMP.

863-9555 * 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls






