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[everett School Committee Balks
at Another Level Funded Budget

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Driven partly by the rising
cost of heating fuel brought
on by instability in the
Middle East and North
Afiica, the Leverett school
committee Tuesday night
instructed school adminis-
trators to draft a prelimi-
nary FY’12 budget with a
$15.519 (.9%) increase
from last year.

Last week, the select-
board had reiterated a
request that the school
committee present a level
funded budget, but after
working their way through
more than $20.000 in cuts
to office supplies. mainte-
nance, SUMMEr program
services, textbooks and
instructional  materials,
physical plant operations,
special education contract-
ed services, professional
development, audio visual
materials, and other items,
the committee drew the line
at .9%.

The school committee
made the point that unlike
the regional upper school
budget, which has
increased by 5.7% over the
last three years., with an
additional 3.6% increase
($42.982) proposed in

Leverett’s assessment for
FY’12, the Leverett
Elementary School (LES)
has maintained an essen-
tially level funded budget at
$1.69 million since FY09.

Given contractual step
increases for teachers and
staff and typical annual
increases in utilities and
other fixed costs, level
funding a school budget
generally requires cuts
from year to year. and for
Leverett Elementary this
has also held true.

Last year, for example.
the school committee
decided, over the protest of
parents, to give up the
Spanish language immer-
sion program — saving
$18.000. This had been
among the programs that
had attracted school choice
students to the Leverett
Elementary School, each
student bringing with them
about $5,000 in state aid.

Now, due mainly to
increasing enrolment from
students who live in
Leverett., the number of
school choice students at
LES is declining, from 27
to a projected 24 for next
year, principal Anne Ross

see LEVERETT pg 9

MAHAR Votes $12.1 Mil Budget

BY KATIE NOLAN - The
Ralph C. Mahar regional
school committee voted to
go forward with the $12.1
million FY’12 budget pro-
posed by superintendent
Michael Baldas-sarre
Tuesday night. This
amount represents a 1.72%
increase over FY'11.

In the proposed budget,
teacher salaries will rise
4%, due to step raises only,
as the contract negotiated
with the Mahar chapter of
the Massachusetts Teachers
Association (MTA) does
not provide a cost of living
raise for FY’12.

According to
Baldassarre, health insur-
ance costs were reduced by
approximately $100.000 by
changing to the
Massachusetts Interlocal
Insurance Association
(MIIA) system, after nego-
tiations with the MTA.
Formerly. the school used a
“self insurance™ plan,
where Mahar maintained a
health insurance trust
account. Staffwill also pay
an increased percentage
share of health insurance

costs (25%) n FY"12.

Baldassarre explained
FY’12 is “year two of the
zero based budget” present-
ed for FY’11. The zero
based approach used in
FY’11 involved compre-
hensive review of every
department and position
and documentation from
staff for every proposed
expenditure. According to
Baldassarre, the FY’12
budget was constructed on
that base, using additional
information gleaned from
actual FY"11 spending.

He emphasized the
budget process was trans-
parent, conducted by a
leadership team of faculty
and administrators, with
staff involvement at all lev-
els. In his presentation,
Baldassarre said trans-
parency was essential,
because, “If our funders are
unfamiliar with our process
or they do not believe in it,
cuts to the budget may be
more catastrophic to our
organization.”

A public hearing on the
FY’12 budget will be con-

see MAHAR pg 7

Greenhouse Lettuce Takes Root

at Turners Falls High School
Salad Bar “Suspended” Due to High Cost, Poor Quality

The Turners Falls High
School cafeteria will soon
have fresh lettuce produced
by the greenhouse classes.
This development comes at
the best possible time, as
the salad bar has been
recently “suspended” due
to poor quality and the ris-

ing costs of produce.
Gill-Montague  food
service ~manager Jim

Loynd said cold weather

S .

in southern states and
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Mexico has so affected
supplies of leaf lettuce and
thin veined produce that
even iceberg lettuce from
California— “the cheapest
of produce” — has risen in
price from about $20 for a
24-head case to $70 a 24-
case head. “Price is one
thing,” said Loynd. “But
we were still willing to
maintain the salad bar until
vendors started notifying

us that they could no longer
guarantee the quality. It
was essentially, “You
bought it, you own it.” We
can’t afford to spend $70
on a case of ice berg lettuce
and throw it in the dump-
ster.”

But a home grown solu-
tion to this problem is tak-
ing root. as the two blocks
of greenhouse classes at the
high school are growing
several beds of lettuce

under the expert guidance

of teacher Robin
Harrington.

Though most of the let-
tuce plants in the 750
square foot greenhouse are
still seedlings, Harrington
said she is very excited
about the project. She said
the greenhouse grown let-
tuce at the high school will
help students appreciate
other local foods, while

see LETTUCE pg 13

Come As You Are at Turners Falls High School
~ NOT YOUR AVERAGE PLAY ~

BY ZACK BOISVERT
GILL-MONTAGUE -
March has just begun, and
that means the Turners
Falls High School musical
is just around the corner.

But for students at
Turners, the process started
back in December with
auditions.

In previous years, the
week preceding auditions

would feature a daily
announcement encourag-
ing students to trv out for
the play, accompanied by
the title of whichever well
known Broadway musical

had been picked for
revival. However, this year
the students got a surprise.

The announcements did
go on, every morning, like
clockwork. “Please excuse

the interruption,” a phrase
students at the high school
are quite familiar with,
would ring out through
halls and classroom, and
Ms. Bailey would give the
date and time of the audi-
tions. But no play name.
That’s because this
year’s director, a newcom-
er to the school community
but not to theater, wanted

to see what he had to work
with before choosing a
show.

Even so. Jonathan
Mirin, a graduate from
Boston University’s cre-
ative writing program, still
did know what show to
choose after seeing fifty or
more students try out for
auditions. Over the holi-

see PLAY pg7
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PET OF THE WEEK

Contradictive

Midnight Green

My name is Midnight Green.
and I'm a two-year-old female
domestic short hair cat in need
of a good home. I am full of
contradictions. You will notice
that I have a ton of energy, yet I
absolutely love sleeping. I am
an adventurous girl — nothing
seems to worry me. The contra-
diction there is that I love noth-
ing more than hanging out and I
have been accused of being a
couch potato. I need a forever
family that will love me and all
of my contradictions. Could that
be you? To find out more about
adopting me, please contact the
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane
Society at (413) 548-9898 or via
email at info@dpvhs.org.

on Avenue A for over 10 years

/K9

If we don,t carry your favarite brand,
we,ll order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm - Sun Noon-7pm

59 Avenue A * Turners Falls

863-9900

NANCY L. DOLE
BOookKs & EPHEMERA

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

The MHlontague
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Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
reporter(@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
1s Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error oceurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse advertis-
ing for any reason and to alter copy
or graphics to conform to standards
of the newspaper, such as they are.

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 1:’2 Year

LEVERETT LIBRARY NEWS
Classie Film Caieh 22 Next Sunday

The classic movie, Catch 22,
starring Alan  Arkin,  Art
Garfunkel, Bob  Newhart,
Anthony Perkins, Martin Sheen,
and Jon Voight will screen at the
Leverett Library, Montague
Road, at 2:00 p.m.. Sunday,
March 13th. The film is a faithful

adaptation of the brilliant novel
by Joseph Heller, showing that
even the ‘Good War’ is crazy. Jim
Perkins will moderate a discus-
sion after the showing. Sponsored
by the Leverett Council on Aging
and the committee for a Leverett
Peace Commission.

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS
Craft Session and Visiting Author Franeie Lin

Friends of the Library will
hold a craftmaking will take place
at the library on Sunday, March
6th from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The
theme of the day will be
“Spring”! Please bring your ideas
and artistic talents so we can tum
the library into a springtime sen-
sation. Craft supplies along with
examples of craft ideas will be
available.

On Sunday, March 6th begin-

ning at 4:00 p.m. visiting author
Francie Lin will lead a discussion
of her book, the Foreigner, fol-
lowed by a light Asian buffet.
Books are available. Register by
calling (413) 423-3348. This is
pait of the ten town reading and
discussion program being spon-
sored by Franklin County
libraries. For more information
please visit on thesamepagew-
ma.wordpress.com.

Town of Wendell Election Update

Polling hours for the May 2nd
town election are noon to 8:00
p m. Nomination papers must be
submitted before 5:00 p.m. on
March 14th. for certification of
names. Final day to withdraw
name from ballot is March 30th,
by 5:00 p.m.

The final day to register to
vote is April 12th, from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 8:00 p m. at
the town clerk office. For infor-
mation contact Anna Hartjens,
town clerk: (978) 544-6052 or
email ahartjens@wildblue net at
home.

Selectboard 3 years

* Daniel W. Keller, 28 Cold Brook
Road, candidate for re-election —
accepted nomination
Board of Assessors 3 years, no
nominations to date
Town Clerk 3 years

* Anna M.CB. Hartjens, 270
Wendell Depot Road, candidate for
re-election — accepted nomination

* Gretchen C. Smith, 129
Montague Road, nomination papers
taken out
Tax Collector 3 years

* Penny Delorey, 97 Locke Hill
Road, candidate for re-election —
accepted nomination
Treasurer 3 years

* Carolyn U. Manley, candidate for
re-election — accepted nomination
Board of Health 3 years

* Martha Ann Senn, 2 Center
Street, candidate for re-election

Planning Board 5 years

* Deirdre E. Cabral, candidate for
re-election
Planning Board 4 years (fill vacan-
c¢y), no nominations fo date
Moderator 1 year

+ Kathy Ann Becker, 136 Locke
Hill Road, candidate for re-election
Cemetery Commissioner 3 years

* Richard A. Wilder Sr., 6 Davis
Turn Road, candidate for re-election
Road Commissioner 3 years

* William G. Clough, 95 Montague
Road, candidate for re-election

* Richard J. Mackey, 17 Farley
Road, nomination papers taken out
School Committee 3 years (Two)

* Kevin J. Skorupa, 58 Bullard
Pasture Road, candidate for re-elec-
tion

* Raymond J. DiDonato, 323
Lockes Village Road, candidate for
re-election
School Committee 2 years (fill
vacancy), no nominations to date
School Committee 1 year (fill
vacancy), no nominations to date
Tree Warden 1 year

Peter S. Zera, 282 Lockes Village
Road, candidate for re-election
Library Trustees 3 years (Two)

+Judith N. Putnam, 1 Bullard
Pasture Road, candidate for re-elec-
tion — accepted nomination

+ Sylvia A. Wetherby, 33 Morse
Village Road, candidate for re-elec-
tion
Library Trustee 2 years (fill vacan-
c¢y), no nominations fo date
Library Trustee 1 year (fill vacan-
¢y), no nominations to date

MORE LEVERETT
LIBRARY NEWS

Green Burial
Committee
Presentation

There will be a
presentation on
green burial by
members of the
Green Burial com-
mittee of the Funeral
Consumers Alliance
of Western
Massachusetts on
Tuesday. March 8th.
7:00 to 8:00 p m. at
the Leverett Library,
75 Montague Road.

Learn about natu-
ral burial and efforts
to establish a green
cemetery in Western
Massachusetts.

Marie Brunneau, 7, of Monson, stands in
solidarity with Wisconsin public eniployees in
Springfield on February 22nd. Profests over union
rolbacks continue for a third week, nationwide.
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istoric Bridge Facts |=

upon it might be lost.

the river.

back.

PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the
original construdion of the Gill-Montague Bridge in 1937-38.
= It was Late November of 1937 and the water level in the Connecticut

River was rising. For a time it was feared that the recently erected
falsework could be washed away. The heavy steel beams that rested

* By Christmas time, about one-third of the steel had been erected.
Unseasonably fair weather brought with it a drop in the water level of

= Working conditions were aided by this and the schedule for the con-
struction project moved forward unabated by a possible major set-

More bridge facts next week!

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS
Science Fiction, Horror Series presenis Logan’s Run

The Science Fiction and Horror
film series. on Saturday, March
5th, at 7:30 p m. presents Logan 5
Run. Welcome to the 23rd century,
a perfect world of total pleasure.
The only thing you can’t have is
your 30th birthday. On Lastday,
senior citizens must go though the
ritual of “renewal.” where a firey
carousel spins them into oblivion.
“Runners” are skeptics who seek

to escape this ceremonial execu-
tion.

Logan’s Run won an Oscar for
best special effects. which include
the first film use of laser beam
holography. and offers an ingen-
ious insight to tomorrow. Rated PG

For more information about the
‘Wendell Free Library visit its web-
page at wendellfreelibrary.org or
call (978) 544-3559.

Rally for a Coal Free Massachusetts

Greenpeace, HealthLink, and
other allies will hold a rally at the
State House on Friday, March 4th
at noon calling for a coal-free
Massachusetts with the first step
of closing the Salem Harbor coal

SENIOR GENTER AGTIVITIES — March 7th - 11th

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a m. to 2:00 p.m.
Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at
noon. Meal reservations must be
made one day in advance by 11:00
a.m. The meal site manager is
Kerry Togneri. Council on Aging
Director is Roberta Potter. All fit-
ness classes are supported by a
grant from the Executive Office of
Elder Affairs. Voluntary donations
are accepted. For more informa-
tion, to make meal reservations, or
to sign up for programs call (413)
863-9357. Messages can be left on
our machine when the center is
not open. Tuesday afternoon
painting classes with David Sund
will resume on March 15th.

Monday, March 7th
10:00 a m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 a m. Chair Exercise
1:00 p m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday, March 8th
10:30 am. Yoga

‘Wednesday, March 9th

9:00 am. Foot Clinic by appoint-
ment

10:00 a.m. Aerobics

11:15 am. Friends Meeting
12:00 noon Monthly Birthday
Lunch, cake by Food City
Thursday, March 10th

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi
10:00 am.
Conversation
1:00 p m. Pitch
Friday, March 11th
10:00 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
1:00 p m. Writing Group

Coffee and

ERVING Senior Center. 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School. 1st Floor), is open
Monday through Friday from 8:30
am. to 2:30 p m. for activities and
congregate meals. For information
and reservations, call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center Director, at (413)
423-3308. Mealsite Manager is
Jim Saracino. Lunch is daily at
11:30 am.. with reservations 24
hours in advance. Transportation

can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity. Please
call the Senior Center at (413)
423-3308 to find out when the
next blood pressure clinic will be

held.

Monday, March 7th

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi

10:00 a.m. Osteo-Exercise
12:00 p m. Pitch

Tuesday, March 8th

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics

12:30 p m. Paimnting
Wednesday, March 9th

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba
12:00 p m. Bingo

Thursday, March 10th

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

Friday, March 11th

11:30 a.m. Lunch - Call the Center
for details.

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village Road.
Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-
6760 for hours and upcoming pro-
grams. Call the Center if you need
aride.

plant by 2012. Environmentalists
will call on Governor Patrick to
take the lead and support locals
who have been fighting to close
this old, dirty plant for years.
They’re asking Patrick to pub-
licly call for the closing of the
plant by the end of 2012.

For more info contact David
Lands, Greenpeace field organiz-
er via email at dlands@green-
peace.org or call (614) 946-0563.

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

» System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

e Other Major Brands

e Expert Burner Service
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COMPILED BY DON
CLEGG - The Franklin
County CDC is offering a 12-
week, 36-hour class for people
serious about their business. The
class will show participants how
to complete a business plan for
starting and sustaining a business
and provide an opportunity to
evaluate a business idea in a sup-
portive way. Guest speakers
complement the material. The
class begins Tuesday. March 8th
and runs through May 31st, from
6:00 pm. — 9:00 p.m. at the
Community Development
Corporation, 324 Wells Street, in
Greenfield. For more informa-
tion, call 413-774-7204 x 107.
Spend a Saturday at the
movies and you may just be
helping an income eligible
Northfield Mount Hermon
School student go to college. On
March 5th, the NMH Upward
Bound Parent Advisory Council
is sponsoring a 9:30 a m. show-
ing of the newly released animat-
ed movie “Rango,” the story of a
chameleon with an identity cri-
sis, featuring the voice of Johnny
Depp. The showing is at the
Greenfield Garden Cinemas, 361
Main St, in Greenfield. Tickets
are $5.00 with all proceeds bene-
fiting the scholarship fund.
Sharon Porlier called to say
her long awaited reopening of
the fire damaged Box Car
restaurant is finally at hand.
Porlier plans to reopen the popu-
lar Erving Center eatery on

ESSICALARKIN ILLUSTRATION

Thursday, March 17th, for break-
fast and lunch, same as always.

Mardi Gras Dinner and “Fat
Tuesday”  celebration on
Saturday, March 5th , starting at
5:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Peace
Parish Hall, 90 7th Street, in
Turners Falls. The menu will
consist of chicken and biscuits,
butternut squash, peas, cole slaw,
cranberry sauce, appetizers and a
fabulous dessert of apple crisp
with vanilla ice cream. You can
enjoy all this food for just $8.00,
adults, and $4.00, children. Call
413-863-2585 for tickets.

Baystate Franklin Medical
Center’s Oncology Department,
in partnership with Forest Moon,
will present two free eight-week
yoga series, “Gentle Yoga for
Breast Cancer Survivors.”
One series will take place on
Sundays, March 6th — April
24th, from 4 — 5:30 p.m., in the
Shelburne Falls Yoga Studio.
The second series will take place
at the YMCA in Greenfield, on
Wednesday, March 9th — April
27th, from 11:45 am. — 1:15
p m. To register for Gentle Yoga,
contact Pam Roberts at 413-625-
2402 or email Roberts at
pamro@aol.com. For more info,
visit www forestmoon.org.

Are you ready for some Elton
John music? No, Sir Elton is not
coming to town., however
“Bennie and the Jets” will be
performing one night only at the
Shea Theater, Avenue A, in
Turners Falls on Friday, March

Best Student Nature Essay Sought in Wendell

Mass Audubon owns many acres
of land in Wendell, but as a non-
profit organization, they are not
required to pay taxes on their
property. In recognition of this,
Mass Audubon is offering a great-
ly reduced price for one Wendell
student to attend Camp
Wildwood in Rindge, NH.

Wildwood combines camp
activities such as kayaking, hik-
ing, and swimming, with the
chance to learn about the environ-
ment and the natural world.

The fee for this one-week
overnight program is regularly
$973; through the Mass Audubon

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

campership. however, the family
will be asked to pay only $50 of
this cost.

In order to be considered for
the campership, the selectboard
asks interested students to write a
300 -500 word essay on the
importance of nature. The select-
board and the conservation com-
mission will then choose the
essay that best captures the spirit
of this theme.

Essays are due by March 15th.
Please send them to: Wendell
Selectboard, P.O. Box 41,
Wendell, MA 01379. For more
mfo, call 978-544-3395.
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" Locksmith

Serving the Area for over 30 years

« Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

. Brian R. San Soucie
- CRL

Certified » Bonded * Insured |

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

28 Monlague Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-241N

11th, at 8:00 pm. “Bennie and
the Jets,” an Elton John tribute
band (who knew?) are just back
from entertaining troops in Iraq
and Kuwait. So stick around,
you're gonna hear electric music
and solid walls of sound.

Meanwhile, Representative
Denise Andrews (D-Orange)
testified last week at a rate hear-
ing in Boston before the Division
of Health Care finance and poli-
cy about proposed cuts in reim-
bursement rates for adult day
health services. “If adult day care
services were no longer available
due to rate cuts, there will be a
dramatic negative impact on
individuals and families I repre-
sent” Andrews said. “Many
clients would have no other
choice but to enter a much more
costly nursing home care facili-
ty.” Andrews urged the panel to
maintain the current reimburse-
ment rates and when possible in
the future expand adult day care
services, since they are “a lower
cost and higher quality of life
option for individuals, families
and our Commonwealth.”

The Montague Business
Association will meet on
Tuesday, March 8th, at 4:30 p.m.
at About Face Computers,
Avenue A and 4th Street, in
Tumers Falls. New Montague
business owners are welcome.
Send items jfor local briefs to:
reporter-local@montague-
ma.net

Watershed Council launches
“Adopt-a-Sample”
for Millers and Otter Rivers

BY IVAN USSACH

ATHOL - The Millers River
Watershed Council (MRWC) is
taking a creative and communi-
ty-minded approach to funding
the costs of analyzing water sam-
ples from the Millers and Otter
Rivers for bacteria. It’s called
“Adopt-a-Sample.” and the idea
is simple. Community residents
and other watershed friends can
cover the cost for laboratory
analysis of a single bacterial
sample for a $25 donation.

From May to September,
MRWC plans to sample both
rivers twice a month at a total of
20 locations. The laboratory
costs for such a sampling pro-
gram quickly add up. MRWC
hopes community support will
make it possible to complete a
full sampling program. The
group received its first sampling
donations last week, and is aim-
ing to fund the cost of 100 sam-
ples by April.

“This is a great way for indi-
viduals, or businesses for that
matter, to contribute in a very
direct and practical way to ensur-
ing that our local rivers do not
suffer from bacterial contamina-
tion and are safe to enjoy,” said

Dinosaur Tracks to Fuel Local Tourism

GREENFIELD - The
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial
Association (PVMA) in
Deerfield has been awarded a
2011 John and Abigail Adams
grant of $28,000 to support their
initiative, ‘Fossil Fuel for the
Valley,” to develop dinosaur-
track-themed tourism in the
Pioneer Valley. The first projects
will be in the Greenfield area,
where “bird tracks,” later identi-
fied as dinosaur footprints, were
found on Bank Row in 1835.
“This is a chance for towns in
the upper Valley to show off their
part in the history of American
science.” said Timothy Neumann,
PVMA’s executive director. “Tt’s
a popular topic that can draw peo-
ple from other parts of the state,
and even outside the state, to
come see what we've got. Kids
love dinosaurs, parents love what
their kids love, and dinosaur
enthusiasts will go anywhere to

Software Support
specializing in
QuickBooks
IRS-Approved Tax
Preparer on Staff

Debbe Dugan
863-5030

People often come tosee us
because their parents

and their grandparenis did.
We're proud to have

that kind of loyalty,

and we wark hard fo keep it.

Negus & Taylor, Inc.
Monuments iR

i
;;%‘-' We engrave

that last forever

MeNIONIeS

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
We Know Entertainment

see this kind of stuff.”

Activities covered by the grant
include a Jurassic Roadshow in
downtown Greenfield, where fos-
sil enthusiasts will be able to
bring their fossil specimens for
identification by a paleontologist,
and local collectors and historical
societies will display their items
related to the footprints. The grant
also will issue a Request for
Proposals for artists to create pub-
lic art celebrating the tracks and
mini-grants for jewelers, artists,
confectioners, and historical soci-
eties to create craft items and
exhibits. Other activities covered
by the grant include creation of a
map of places people can go to
see dinosaur footprints in the
Pioneer Valley; professional edu-
cation for teachers; and dinosaur
movies, talks, and other events.

For more info, contact: Sarah
Doyle at 863-9972. or ich-
norox2(@gmail.com.

MRWC president David Brule.
Government testing of rivers for
bacterial testing is extremely
limited. “We want to make sure
that people using the rivers for
recreation are not at risk,” Brule
added.

The 20 planned sampling
sites are located along the main
stem of the Millers River from
Winchendon to Erving, and
along the Otter River in Gardner
and Templeton. Donations for
the bacterial sampling program
can be sent to MRWC at 100
Main Street, Athol, MA 01331,
and checks should be marked
“Adopt-a-Sample.”  Anyone
interested in volunteering to col-
lect water samples should con-
tact MRWC at 978-248-9491 or
council@millersriver net.

Energy Saving
Testimonials Sought

LEVERETT - The Leverett
Energy Committee invites all
Leverett residents to share their
experiences in reducing energy
use. These testimonials will be
included in a booklet on energy
issues to be distributed to every
household in town meeting.
Please call Portia at 548-9737,
or email her pweiskel
@post.harvard.edu or cynthia
(@crocker.com, by March 15th.

Mon, Tue & Wed

Specials

Large 16" Pizzas

with 1 Topping for
$995 plus tax

With Any 12" or 8" Sub
1 FREE 12 0z.Can of Soda
Any Steak, Chicken or

Veggie Burrito
$5 95 plus tax

Roberto’s

Family Restaurant

196 Turners Falls Road
863-0022

Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield

- Gary and Nancy Melen
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FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSFECTION STATION: NO_ 13059




THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

March 3, 2011

l Editor

Photography |

Layout & Design
David Detmold ﬂlaudl aWells Claudia Wells
Claudia Wells o Fazych
Katren Hoyden
Editorial Assistants Fiy=en Heidgm Distribution
Hugh Corr
Shira Hillel D."?’“
"The Voice af the Villages™ on Clegg
Technical
Circulation Founded by Administrator
Janel Nockeiby Arthur Evans  Harry Brandt David Detrnold ~ Michael Muller
August, 2002

Corporate Tax Dodgers

BY CHUCK COLLINS
JAMAICA PLAIN - Instead of
cutting state and federal budgets,
the United States should crack
down on the corporate tax
dodgers thumbing their noses at
us.

Across the nation, states are
making deep cuts that will wreck
the quality of life for everyone to
close budget gaps that total more
than $100 billion.

But there’s a more sensible
option. Overseas tax havens
enable companies to pretend their
profits are earned in other coun-
tries like the Cayman Islands.
Simply making that mse illegal
would bring home an estimated
$100 billion a year.

The next time you read a story
about some politician bemoaning
that “there’s no money” and “we
have to make cuts.” just point to
artful tax dodgers in our midst.

They include some of the
banks that trashed the economy
but gladly took owr tax dollars to
stay alive after the economic
meltdown. Bank of America.
Wells Fargo. Citigroup.

Goldman Sachs took a $10 bil-
lion taxpayer bailout but then
gamed its effective tax rate down
to one percent through what its
shakedown-artist executives call
“changes in geographic earnings
mix.” Shame on them. Pay up.

See that FedEx delivery van
go by on the roads you paid for?
Pay up FedEx! Don’t pretend
you’re not making billions in the
U.S. Don’t lie and tell us you
made all those profits on some
island with more palm trees than
people. We know the demand for
coconut delivery isn’t that big.

These corporations are heavy
users of our taxpayer funded pub-
lic infrastructure and property
rights protection systems. They
use our regulated marketplace,
call upon our law enforcement
system and judiciary to remedy
disputes. They're protected by
U.S. police forces and firefight-
ers. They enjoy all the privileges
and benefits of tax-paying citi-
zens. They just don’t pay their
fair share for them.

So, ExxonMobil: the next time
your gas station erupts in flames,
why don’t you call the fire depart-
ment on the Cayman Islands? Or
when someone holds up the joint.
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how  about calling the
Luxembourg police, since that’s
where you claim your profits so
you don’t have to pay the taxes
you owe Uncle Sam.

Hey, Pfizer. Without our
remarkable taxpayer-fimded sys-
tem of patents and intellectual
property rights protections,
everyone and their brother would
be making Viagra and undercut-
ting your sales of little blue pills.
Pay up!

Those of us who pay sales
taxes and have income taxes
withheld from our paychecks will
bear the brunt of state and federal
budget cuts in schools, public
transportation, and recreational
facilities. Our most vulnerable
family members and neighbors
will suffer thanks to cuts in men-
tal health services, elder care, and
Medicaid.

Oh yes, and children. Arizona
is cutting health care for 47.000
children. California, New York,
and Mississippi are cutting K-12
education funding. Hey, kids
don’t vote. Nor do they have cor-
porate lobbyists. An estimated
900,000 jobs will be cut, includ-
ing teachers, firefighters, police
officers, and medical first respon-
ders.

Boeing, you want another con-
tract for a taxpayer-funded mili-
tary jet? Well. pay up! Pay up
General Electric, Mattel, Dow
Chemical, Hewlett-Packard, and
Cisco. Yes, we know you pay
some taxes. But look these chil-
dren who are losing their health
insurance and teaching aides in
the eye. Tell them you’re paying
your fair share.

These global corporations will
complain that forcing them to pay
their fair share of taxes will “kill
jobs.” Let’s be clear: the patriotic
businesses that currently pay their
taxes and have to compete against
these tax dodgers are the employ-
ers we want. Forcing domestic
banks, retailers, and manufactur-
ers to have to compete against
companies that can game the tax
system undercuts U.S. jobs.

The next time you’re waiting
longer for a bus or train than you
should, or someone you know
can’t get timely mental health or
drug treatment services, remem-
ber the tax dodgers. The next time

see DODGERS pg 5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Corrected COLAs

In the January 6th article on the
Leverett selectboard meeting, (MR IX
#14 Leverett Examines School Roof
Replacement)some of the cost of living
adjustment (COLA) numbers reported
were inaccurate, due to

a misunderstanding at the meeting
regarding the particular contract years
in question. I regret that I was not able
to provide the correct numbers prior to
press time. The COLA for the Leverett
school teachers in fiscal year ‘10 and
‘11 were 3% and 1.5%: not 3% and
3.5% as reported.

-Farshid Hajir, Chair
Leverett School Committee

In This Sign You Will Conquer

In hoc signo vinces. That is,
in this sign you will conquer.

This is what Constantine the
Roman Emperor ‘heard” when
he ‘saw’ the cross in the sky,
according to Bishop Eusebius,
Constantine’s publicist, though
skeptical of the Emperor’s
“homoousian” (editor: roughly,
the ‘oneness’ of Jesus with
God) imposed on the Council
of Nicea, for he, Eusebius,
could not swallow that Jesus
was God.

Nevertheless. Caesar
imposed the belief even unto
Ana-pedo-baptism, and despite
the Reformation.

Jesus was but one among the
legions of victims of Roman

torture and judicial murder.
They all had to tote the instru-
ment of their torture and death
to the place of execution. as if
now those ‘sentenced’ to death.
or just torture, we required to
carry an electric chair or a
water-board, some series of
stations.

I'm not talking about the
familiar fact that under the sign
of the cross myriads have been
killed or maimed. I’'m calling
your attention to the fact that
the cross, the State’s instru-
ment of torture and death, was
initially imposed upon us as
Caesar’s symbol of state
power.

The author of the letter

printed in MR IX #20 (“Not a
Sign but a Symbol of Faith™)
missed my bottom line: the
obtrusiveness of the sign or
symbol on the public thorough-
fare. T don’t think it’s even
legal.

As for forcing the coop to
take down the painting: the
theme of the painting (see; MR
IX #12 “Painting at Village
Coop Removed Following
Complaint by Local Pastor™) is
the violation of Jesus’ corpse
by the Church. It is in no way
an attack on Jesus. It is an
attack on the Church in anger
at its exploitation of the death
of Jesus. - Dan Bennett

North Leverett

GUE’T eddbdillld Providing National Security While

Lowering the National Debt

One Wal-Mart at aTime

BY GINI BROWN

BERKELEY, CA - The U.S.
Government should consider
cutting back its bloated defense
budget and start facilitating a
Wal-Mart agenda in the name
of national security. Local gov-
ernments should do their part
and support this concept as part
of our patriotic duty.

Here’s why.

Given that everything in a
Wal-Mart store comes from
China, it’s another given that
no matter how big and mighty
China becomes they are not
going to send missiles our way
if every town in America has at
least one Wal-Mart selling their
exports. That would be shoot-
ing themselves in the foot.
Let’s make the global economy
work for us for a change.

The rest of the world may be
getting all the blue collar jobs,
or blue sari jobs, but we’re still
a country that likes to buy

U.S. Casualties
in Iraq and
Afghanistan

as of 3/2/11

US FORCES
Casusities in Irag

—
E 238 sorisan 1491
P Wounded in 32,009

Iraq

7

cheap stuff and we’re probably
going to be that sort of country
for a long time to come, at least
until we run out of landfill
space. But even retired landfills
can be used for building more
Wal-Marts. An asphalt parking
lot is ideal for capping a land-
fill. A town the size of
Greenfield may even want to
consider having more than one
Wal-Mart, just for the added
security it would provide.

The U.S. currently has about
3500 Wal-Marts. But there are
still many exposed small towns
that remain vulnerable to mis-
sile attack should China some-
day want to call in our debts,
raise the interest rate on us, or
buy up more infrastructure than
we’re currently willing to sell.

[COVERING HOME

Workshop in Community Journalism
with Wesley Blixt & David Detmold

Sunday, March 13th
at Montague Reporter
(413) 863-8666
reporter@montaguema.net
58 Fourth Street, Turners Falls

Any number of possible inter-
national scenarios could occur,
and they often do when you no
longer hold the seat of solvency
or leveraging power.

‘What could be more beauti-
ful than having the private sec-
tor finance key elements of our
national security?

I also don’t understand why
people in Turners keep fretting
about losing their beloved Food
City due to all the Turners folk
with cars taking their ‘buying
power’ to the new Wal-Mart
over the hill. As soon as Food
City goes out of business who
do you think is going to be
waiting to take its place? Duh!
That’s right, Turners will have
their own Wal-Mart in no time.
Everyone just needs to be
patient.

So why all the grumbling

see NATIONAL page 12
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XS Wisconsin and the Real World of Collective Bargaining

BY JEFF

SINGLETON
GILL-MONTAGUE - Over the
past three weeks, public employ-
ee unions and their supporters
have built a national protest
movement attacking the anti-
umnion legislation proposed by the
governor of Wisconsin, Scott
Walker. The protests’ colorful
rthetoric has focused on the his-

toric gains for workers attributed
to union organizing. These
inchude the eight hour day, a liv-
ing wage, health insurance, and
the democratic right to organize
and bargain. The message is clear
— without the current system of
collective bargaining we will
return to the conditions that exist-
ed for workers a century ago.
Tronically, just as this Battle of

Wisconsin was heating up, four
members of the Gill-Montague
regional school committee
briefly experienced the real world
of collective bargaining. At a
recent negotiating session, we
submitted a modest proposal that
the district reduce its current con-
tribution to employee health care
from 90% to 80%, saving the dis-
trict about $170,000. We pointed

Hang Together to Support the Rights of Workers

BY TERRY PLOTKIN
GREENFIELD - “If we do not
hang together, we shall surely
hang separately.” Thomas Paine
used these words to encourage
those that stood against Britain
and King George preceding the
Revolutionary War. These rebels
for democracy were serious peo-
ple who were ready to do whatev-
er it took to throw off their colo-
nial status when they pledged in
the Declaration of Independence
“their lives, their fortunes and
their sacred honor.”

Today, the pettiness and grid-
lock that is Washington has
moved the stage for change else-
where. Central and South
America are on the move; real
democracy is taking hold. The
disenfranchised masses of the
Arab world, where the common
people can no longer tolerate des-
potism in the name of stability,
are pushing hard now for social

and economic reforms. It took
almost the entire society of Egypt
to rise up as one to put an end in
a few weeks to the dictator who
had been oppressing them for
over 30 years.

A teacher in Bahrain involved
in the struggle for basic rights
there said about the bloodshed:
“We don’t fear death anymore.”

You can only push people so
far. May they be wise enough,
strong enough, and unified
enough to succeed at the hard
work for the democratic change
they yearn for.

On to the American heartland,
where the hard-fought rights of
workers to organize to better and
protect themselves is under
assault. Under the pretext of bal-
ancing state budgets, a plan is
being executed to smash the
unions. At the top of the list are
the teacher organizations.
Wisconsin is first; many states are

planning to follow.

If the Republican governors
and their backers win, it will be
another hammer blow to the
hopes and aspirations of the
American worker.

Demonstrations alone will not
save the day. The history of
American labor shows that it was
strikes and sit-ins, along with the
support of the commumity, that
helped workers gain their rights.

These rights, and the prosperi-
ty they ushered in, did not come
easy and they should not be taken
lightly. If unionized workers in
Wisconsin do not respond strong-
ly, while backing the teachers, it
will come back to haunt them. If
teachers and municipal workers
in other states look the other way,
and just go about their honorable
and vital work, while doing noth-
ing to stop this raid upon the
rights of workers in Wisconsin,
then we will all hang separately.

out that the current payment rate
is above that of most other dis-
tricts. Montague’s unionized
town employees accepted an
80% contribution rate in 2008.
We pointed to the need for sav-
ings in this area given our fiscal
constraints, recently negotiated
wage increases, and the long-
term fiscal plan approved by the
district, towns and state. We pro-
posed to phase in the change,
admittedly an economic chal-
lenge for employees, over a four-
year period.

Had the meeting been tele-
vised, a cable surfer arriving in
time for the union response might
have thought that school commit-

DODGERS from pg 4

your car hits a pothole or your
kid’s teacher loses her job.
remember the corporations that
are using armies of accountants to
lower their tax bills.

In a democracy, if we sit back
and grumble, we get what we
deserve. We’re chumps until we
wake up and force our members of
Congress to stop tax haven abuse.

Chuck Collins, a former
Montague resident, directs the
Program on Inequality and the
Common Good at the Instifute for
Policy Studies. This article first

appeared in Other Words.
D

tee members were in fact corpo-
rate stockholders attempting to
pocket the health insurance sav-
ings. The union leadership
accused us of not appreciating
our staff and ignoring the many
sacrifices that had been made
over the past decade. It was
argued that the district had some-
how “taken” all the savings from
joining the state health plan
(GIC) in 2008 and not given any
to the staff.

The discussion was dominated
by a barrage of complaints, many
not related at all to the proposal
on the table.

The basic math of our propos-
al was ignored in the union
response. So too was the fact that
our negotiating team was com-
posed of four school committee
members who had never repre-
sented the district in a bargaining
session and who were hardly
“anti-union.” Yet the goal seemed
to be to completely alienate (or
intimidate?) us while encourag-
ing strong feelings of victimiza-
tion among the staff.

The proposal on collective
bargaining by Wisconsin’s
Republican governor  Scott
Walker is partisan and extreme. It
eliminates representation for
some groups, severely limits it
for others and maintains the sta-
tus quo for unions that supported
the governor in the recent elec-
tion. The proposal drags in extra-

see COLLECTIVE pg 11

Conyers Reintroduces “Expanded and Improved Medicare for All” Bill

WASHINGTON - Representa-
tive John Conyers, Jr. (D-Mich.),
a long-time national leader for
non-profit, publicly-financed
universal health care, last month

re-introduced HR. 676, “The
Expanded and  Improved
Medicare for All Act.” The sin-

gle payer, universal health care
bill, which has been introduced
since 2003, has 25 original
cosponsors, and has sparked a
growing national movement in
support of the bill. The bill had
85 cosponsors in the 111th
Congress. and has the support of
over 17,000 doctors, nurses,
organized labor. and many
activists across the country.

“I am so pleased to announce
that we have reintroduced HR.
676, ‘The Improved and
Expanded Medicare for All Act’
in the 112th Congress, with 25
original cosponsors.”  said
Conyers. “The bill is almost
identical to the single payer uni-

versal health care bill we intro-
duced in the 111th Congress, but
we have expanded the benefits
package to include coverage of
medically necessary oral surgery.,
nutritional, and dietary health
care services,” said Conyers.
“President Obama and the
Democrats in Congress passed
historic health reform last year.
To his credit, President Obama
stated in his 2011 State of the
Union Address that he is open to
making changes to the law, so it
can be improved and strength-
ened. This presents a unique
opportunity for supporters of
improved Medicare for All to
work together in a constructive
way towards transitioning our
for-profit and costly health care
system to a high-quality, simple,
and cost-effective improved
Medicare for All program.
“Millions of Americans are
frustrated with rising health care
costs, and have a deep mistrust of

private health insurance compa-
nies. The for-profit medicine
model has resulted in rationed
care and created undue stress and
financial hardships for millions
of Americans across the nation.
Americans are smart — they
know improved Medicare for All
works in other countries. They
also know that our own
Medicare program, although not
perfect, is a proven and efficient
method for providing health care
to America’s seniors.

“Perhaps this is why states
like Vermont and California are
very serious about transitioning
towards publicly-financed uni-
versal health care programs. The
Vermont State Legislature. with
the full backing of Governor
Peter Shumlin, will most likely
pass the nation’s first ever state-
based publicly-financed single-
payer program sometime this
year. Success in Vermont could
pave the way for the creation of

improved Medicare for All pro-
grams in other states, and ulti-
mately provide for the passage of
HR. 676.7

Conyers added, “Improved
and expanded Medicare for All is
inevitable in America. It is just a
matter of when it will happen.
Single-payer health care systems
have successfully contained
health care costs and provided
quality health care in countries in
Europe, along with Taiwan,
Japan, and Canada. We can no
longer continue to embrace the
idea that private insurance com-
panies and corporate-owned hos-
pitals and clinics will bring down
the costs of health care on their
own. The time has come for deep
systemic change in our health
care system, and a large dose of
common sense.”

His statement comes at the
same time as the Massachusetts
Public Interest Research Group
issued a release about the $11

million  bonus
and severance package given to
Cleve Killingsworth, the former
CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Massachusetts, when he
abruptly resigned last year:
“When insurance companies pay
such absurdly high salaries, the
public loses faith that we can
solve the problem of soaring
health care costs. This package,
worth $11 million, going to one
single person, equals the com-
bined anmual cost of health care
premiums for almost 900 fami-
lies in the state. The rising cost of
health care 1s on the minds of just
about every consumer in our
state, and this disclosure reminds
us that we have plenty of stones
left to overturn in the effort to
control costs,” MASSPIRG said.

For more info, contact the
Western Mass Single Payer
Network; Jon Weissman, chair,
640 Page Boulevard #101,
Springfield, MA 01104.
(413) 827-0301 x1.
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Town Counsel Advises Delay
on Usher Mill Cleanup

BY KATIE NOLAN -
Town counsel Donna
McNicol met with the
selectboard February 24th
to consider the questions:
who owns the former
Usher Mill and who is
responsible for cleanup
costs at that property?

She also discussed a
new drive-through business
zoning proposal, ethics
rules, and the open meeting
law.

The seven-acre Usher
Mill property on Arch
Street in Erving Center was
bought by Patriots
Environmental. a salvage
firm from Worcester, in
2007, shortly after the main
former mill buildings
burned in an arson fire.
Patriots has not paid any
taxes on the property since
2007, although the compa-
ny did remove a good deal
of salvageable material,

N Jk N 3
Paz‘ngf.r E?zwmﬂmem‘m' Ouwner Kurt Bussiere and Excavator Operator Gagy Bond

at the Usher Mill Site in 2008

including southern pine
supporting beams, scrap
metal, intact bricks, and
concrete rubble for hard-
pack during the winter after
the fire.

Selectboard chair
Andrew Goodwin reported
that town treasurer

Margaret Sullivan expects
the town will take posses-
sion of the property in mid-
August of this year.
Situated by the Millers
River, the Usher site is rich
in history, starting with a
grist mill in 1827. In 1918,
the Heywood Wakefield
Furniture Builders con-
structed their plant. In
1930, the Fred W. Mears
Heel Company manufac-
tured heels for women’s
shoes on the site until 1964.
In 1964, Harry Usher
Housen bought the plant
and began making paper at
the site as the Usher

Division of the Erving
Paper Company, until
approximately 1990. The
plant has remained vacant
since.

McNicol explained that
taking possession of a
property for back taxes
involves three steps: plac-
ing a lien on a property;
tax taking and then filing
with the registry of deeds
that the tax taking has been
done; and one year after the
tax taking, foreclosure of
the right of redemption.
Until the right of redemp-
tion foreclosure is com-
plete, the tax-owing owner
has the right to pay the
back taxes and penalties
and resume possession.

McNicol said because
the town has completed the
second step, “In some
ways, Erving is now the

see ERVING pg 10

NOTES FROM THE GILI SELECTBORRD
Gill May Get By with Level Funding

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
If the price of diesel and
heating fuel doesn’t esca-
late too fast, too far; if no
major piece of equipment
breaks down, if town
departments bring in level
funded budgets as request-
ed and do not bring in any
additional surprises in the
way of unanticipated capi-
tal requests, and if no fur-
ther cuts in state aid occur
between now and town
meeting day, the town of
Gill may be able to fund its
operating budget and pay
its school assessments and
still have about $50.000
left over, town administra-
tor Ray Purington told the
selectboard on Monday.
“It’s not as bad as it
could be,” said Purington,
“considering free cash has
dropped $30.000.” from
last year, “new growth is
down [an estimated
$13.000]. state aid has
dropped [at least $17,000,
possible $24,000] and local
receipts are lower,” [by

about $7.000].
Selectboard member
Ann Banash called

Purington’s rough draft of
expenses and revenues for
FY’12, ““a good start.” She
added, “We may be look-
ing at level funding being
OK.”

The selectboard has also
asked town departments to
submit budgets with a 10%
decrease from last year’s
spending, in case the
expense and revenue pic-
ture worsens.

It is all too soon to tell,
naturally, and even this
scenario depends on town
departments being able to

keep as close as possible to
level funding for the sec-
ond year in a row, after
many years of cuts. Last
year, town employees were
given a 3% cost of living
mcrease, and those raises
were kept outside the
request for level funding
for departments. This year,
Purington said, the person-
nel board has recommend-
ed a 1.3% COLA for
employees, and depart-
ments will be asked to sub-
mit a level funded budget
including those raises,
which would total about
$450 for the fire depart-
ment, and $1900 for both
the police and fire depart-
ment.

Additionally, Purington
said last year town meeting
approved a special article
for $14,000 in police part
time salaries, and there is
no telling, yet, how part
time police salaries will be
approached in this year’s
budget.

The town is experienc-
ing some breathing room,
according to Banash,
because the Gill-Montague
schools have agreed to
level fund their budget for
the second year in a row.

“It makes a huge
impact,” said Banash,
speaking of the level fund-
ed school budget. “In the
days of $100,000 increases
in their assessment, we
would be looking at a
$50,000 deficit in our
budget right now.”

The town will experi-
ence $23.000 increases in
assessments for both the
Gill-Montague schools and
the Franklin County Tech

School, due to increases in
the percentages of students
from Gill attending those
two districts.

This will be offset
slightly by a $21,000 drop
in building inspection fees
for the Franklin County
cooperative inspection pro-
gram. now that building
projects at Northfield
Mount Hermon have large-
Iy reached completion.

Despite the heavy snow
and persistent ice this win-
ter, Purington reported that
highway superintendent
Mick LaClaire is still with-
in the budget for snow and
ice removal and overtime
pay. “He’s doing a great
job managing the roads,
and managing the budget
for us.”

In other news, the
selectboard approved the
first payment for the design
of the pump replacement
project at the Riverside
‘Water Department’s pump
house. The board paid out
the first $3.125 to Tighe
and Bond for the $12.000
design bill, out of a total
project cost of between
$60.000 and $65,000. That
project is expected to go
out to bid shortly, and be
completed by the end of the
construction season this
year, Purington said. Funds
for the entire cost of that
repair project are coming
from an escrow account
maintained for Gill by the
Franklin County Regional
Housing and
Redevelopment Agency,
from funds paid back from
zero interest housing rehab

see GILL pg 11
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Carol's Beauty Nook

29 G Street, Turners Falls "ﬂf
Open Tue, Thurs, Fri

A Name You Can Trust

Additions, New Construction
Sheetrock, Painting & More,,

Waldron Building & Remodeling

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows
413-422-2252 Phil
413-834-0534 Paul

‘Fully Insured, CS #088999 & HIC 145293

Free Estimates & Reasonable Rates

; 411 Main Road
Gill

413-863-2297

Farm store open daily, 8-7

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat,
Potatoes and Winter Squash

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter.

I_ &E D Bl] lld CI'S .@'% Visit Our Tip of the Week at www.pzinc.com (i‘iﬁ Certiﬁcat:;ﬂ Bag,g;g Csa% I;gér;
1-413-648-0110 \J INSURANCE Aonuiluble - :
.Y Phil & Paul Waldron UPINNGIL ':.' o2
- =

LAURALYN J. BROWN, DVIM

DR. AMY RUBIN, DVM

Covwpassionate and Professional Care
for Your Swmall Animal

Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls

413-863-0025

Jonathan Abbett
$S1 / Disability Attorney

If you can’t work, let

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA

In Home Appointments
jabbottesq@verizon.net

me work for you.

BURGERS & BEER

KNow Qberving

by the FIRE

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

7 days a week

- 413-863-8210

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer

CirEck ENGINE LigHT EXPERTS

TELE: (413) 772-B862

U-HAUL

409 DEERFIELD STREET » GREENFIELD
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days, while the students waited to
hear the decision, Mirin decided
not to choose one of the typical
musicals from the Broadway
canon, but instead a play written
by  Massachusetts  authors
Sebastian Stuart and Stephen
McCauley, with songs by
Narcissa Campion and Stephen
McCauley.

The show, Come as You Are,
takes place in 1948 at a vacation
resort called the Average Hotel
in the Catskill mountains. The

post-war economy has not been
kind to the hotel, and foreclosure
seems imminent.

Luckily for hotel owner,
Beatrice O’Bannion (sophomore
Brooke Martineau), hears news
that a famous resort reviewer is
visiting, and things begin to look
up. But Beatrice does not think
the author of the “Mushlen
Guide” will enjoy his stay at the
Average Hotel after touring the
“poshest resorts,” so the staff
puts on a faux French atmos-
phere to fool the professional
critic.

After sprucing up the hotel,
now called L'Hotel Average, a
plethora of zany characters each
of whom Beatrice and the staff
think might perhaps be Mr.
Mushlen — or one of his writers —
in disguise begin arriving for
their vacations.

Among them are the
depressed Sluggo family (junior
Jesse Langknecht, senior Rachel
Dillenback, and middle schoolers
Hailey Black and Zach Demers),
the marriage obsessed Mis.
Bouffant (junior Jolina Blier) and
her bookworm niece Rosalind,

who wants nothing to do with
love (senior Natasha Vaughn), a
butterfly chaser with a speech
impediment, Mr.
Grumblerumble (Langknecht’s
second role), washed up actor
Mr. Camrymore (junior Corban
Mailloux). and Daniel
O’Bannion, Beatrice’s husband,
who had been missing in action
in the Pacific and presumed dead.

These characters wind up in
wild interactions with the hotel’s
dynamic staff, including a hyper-
active exercise coach, Flippy
Dipster (junior Sam Letcher),

and an egotistical maid named
Maureen (senior Sarah Crowell).

Come as You Are is filled with
humeor, song, and dance, a heart
touching plot, illusions of
grandeur and down home morals.
Come as you are, and watch the
annual musical at the Turners
Falls High School on March 11th
at 7 p m., or March 12th at either
3 pm. or 7 p m., and you will not
leave unsatisfied.

Zach Boisvert is a senior at

Turners Falls High Wa
L= |
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ducted at 6:30 p m. on Tuesday.
April 5th at Mahar.

Baldassarre and school com-
mittee members also plan to pres-
ent the FY"12 budget in Mahar
member towns over the next few
months.

The school committee voted
to approve the shared cost agree-
ment for a consolidated central
administration for Orange
Elementary Schools, Petersham
Central School, and Mahar.
These three districts have recent-
ly agreed to regionalize.

Under this agreement, the
Mahar region will pay 72% of the
superintendent’s salary, 1% of
the salary of the assistant superin-
tendent of elementary education,
and 70% of the salary of the
assistant  superintendent for
teaching, learning, and accounta-
bility. The Orange and Petersham
elementary school districts will
pay the remaining percentages of
costs for the superintendent and
assistants.

Orange resident George
Willard asked about the new
position of assistant superinten-
dent for teaching, learning, and
accountability, asking, “Are we
getting a little top heavy? I'd
rather see people in the classroom
working with the students.”

Baldassarre replied this organ-
ization reflects a shifting of staff
positions already in place at
Mahar, Orange and Petersham.

He said the new assistant superin-
tendent would be focused entire-
ly on the classroom, with no
responsibility for budget. facility
maintenance or other non-class-
rO0m isSues.

The Mahar regional commit-
tee voted to hire Petersham
superintendent Patricia Martin as
the assistant superintendent of
teaching, learning, and accounta-
bility. The Orange and
Petersham school committees
had previously approved hiring
Martin for the post.

Wendell and New Salem
remain in Union #28 with Erving,
Leverett, and Shutesbury for ele-
mentary education, and are part
of the Mahar region for grades 7
through 12 only.

According to budget spread-
sheets presented at the meeting,
the FY’11 Mahar regional super-
intendent salary cost was
$117.995 and the FY’12 cost is
$133.450, representing a 13%
increase in Baldassarre’s salary
for FY’12.

The total FY"12 regional cost
for 72% of Baldassarre’s time as
superintendent, the 1% assistant
superintendent, and the 70%
assistant  superintendent  is
$125.059. The regional cost is
the amount that will be paid by
the district towns based on their
share as determined by the
regional assessment formula.

Interviewed after the meeting,
Baldassarre said that the changes

in central administration should
be neutral financially for Wendell
and New Salem. He said that he
doesn’t view the increase in
superintendent compensation as
an issue, because his work
responsibilities will be substan-
tially increased in FY'12. He said
that salaries are reported for 220
superintendents in
Massachusetts, and even with the
increase, his salary is one of the
bottom 40 on the list.

In the FY’12 budget, electric-
ity costs are set at the FY"11 bud-
geted  amount.  However,
Baldassarre reported he “hopes
costs will go down” since Mahar
won a preliminary injunction
against electricity  supplier
Constellation NewEnergy and
electricity broker New England
Energy Partners. As a result of
the preliminary injunction,
Mabhar is now free to buy elec-
tricity at competitive market
prices.

Based on an automatic renew-
al clause in the five-year electric-
ity comtract signed in 2004,
Mahar has been charged the
above market rate of 13.8-cents
per kilowatt hour since January
2009. Mahar sued Constellation
NewEnergy and New England
Energy Partners, saying the auto-

matic renewal was invalid
because Mahar wasn’t notified
properly.

Baldassarre said until the suit
is fully settled. the school will

continue to buy electricity from
Constellation, but won’t be pay-
ing the additional broker’s fee to
New England Energy Partners.
He cautioned the energy compa-
nies can appeal the ruling and the
outcome of the case is still
unknown.

Mabhar principal Scott Hemlin
announced he will resign as prin-
cipal at the end of the school
year, and will return to a teaching
position at Mahar. He said the
principal position is “more a
lifestyle than a profession™ and
he felt he was always “bringing it
home with me.” He told the
commiftee he appreciated the
support he had received in the
principal role. and called Mahar
“a special place.”Committee
chair Maureen Donelan thanked
Hemlin for doing a great job in
his tenure as principal and
expressed appreciation that he
planned to continue working at
the school.

Orange member Patricia
Smith and Petersham member
Dana Kennan agreed to share
responsibility for representing
the regional committee on a
search committee to replace
Hemlin. Baldassarre said he
was looking for “motivation,
inspiration, and innovation” in a
principal candidate. He said the
position had already been posted
and he hoped to present a candi-
date at the April 5th committee
meeting.

School

Baldassarre reported that he
had attended his first Gateway to
College National Network board
of directors meeting in Portland
Oregon. with expenses paid by
Gateway to College. Gateway to
College is a national program
that helps students complete their
high school diploma require-
ments at community and techni-
cal colleges while simultaneous-
ly earning college credits toward
an associate’s degree or certifi-
cate. Baldassarre is the only K-
12 representative on the board of
directors. Baldassarre noted that
the Mt. Wachusett/Mahar
Gateway to College collabora-
tion is the most successful of the
Gateway programs in the US in
terms of numbers of students
graduating. He  said  that
Massachusetts is providing fund-
ing for two new Gateway pro-
grams in the state and the Mt.
Wachusett/Mahar program is
being used as a model for the
NEW programs.

Baldassarre shared a ‘prelimi-
nary thought” with the commit-
tee. He told the committee mem-
bers that some school districts
are creating a development office
charged with generating positive
press for the district and solicit-
ing donations and funding
Smith said she felt targeted fund
raising for specific programs or

projects would be more
D

effective than generic
fund raising.
CALL 863-8666
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Toe CHurcH STREET HOME

24 Church Street, Green'field, MA 01301
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FINE INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
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Full service market
Fresh Fish from the Boston market

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105

A retirement home for indcpundcnt senior
women Cl{ FTJ'I"IIJEiﬂ Cnunl‘_\d )‘inL‘B 1942

Family-style meals, beautiful surraundings,
and the security of a hostess ou {luty at all imes,

Visitors ahea ys weleome!

(413) 773.7252

PAINTING
Specializing in
transforming old rooms
into vibrant new ones

cell: 41377592650

Licensed and Insured

Christopher J. Morin, owner

7 Kimberly Lane
Turners Falls EXCELLENCE IN
TREE CARE

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 | 888-763-3143

www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

413-367-2889
Dealer in used

E D L Home Furnishings

SMALL FURNITURE = COLLECTIBLER » DECORATIVES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

| Make

Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week

GOOD USED USABLES

413-522-6119
Ovenwhelme stuff? Try Franklin Coynty’'s Most Convenient
IN- ELF STORAGE
UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

413-883-7323

OF
VARIERY
Easy in-town location -“%‘ BEST
Secure 24-hour access “‘ﬁs
OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA \

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venaors
and Artists encouraged to inquire

Renaissance
Builders
Quality, Craftsmanship, Orginal Chought
www.renbuild.net
863-8316 )

Pam Veith Real Estate

_@ % L /‘mrfﬁﬁﬁ @ B s

75 Main Street
Northfeld, MA 01360

Office: 413-498-0207
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Home Phone; 413-863-9166
Home Fax: 413-863-0218

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald
ABR, CR3, e-PRO, GRI, SRES.CBR

REALTOR Emall bedson ! @comaastnet

“My Office is Always Open to You!”
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RICHARD ANDERSEN &
DIANE LYN - Dubbed the At
of the Americas Wing, this spec-
tacular addition to the Museum of
Fine Arts cruises over 121,000
square feet with stops at 53 gal-
leries, integrating more than
5,000 works of painting, sculp-
ture, drawing, furniture, musical
mstruments, textiles, costumes,
and more. Four floors explore the
art, history, and culture of North.
Central, and South America from
the earliest Olmec art in 1.000
BCE to the latest treasures of the
twentieth century. all in a beauti-
fully designed building that is as
much a masterpiece as any work
it contains.

There are many old fiiends
here: John Singleton Copley’s
portrait of Paul Revere (looking a
lot like Bob Hope) and the
Gilbert Stuart likeness of George
Washington (the one that appears

on

our dollar bill). But there’s f’
also the new. Next to the /

portrait of Revere is the silver-
smith’s historic “Sons of Liberty”
bowl from 1768, and in the same
room as the portrait of

Sullys “The Passage of the Delaware” fook fwo weeks fo prepare and bhang.

e
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Washington is a monumental
painting in which Gilbert repeats
the dollar bill representation as
Washington prepares to mount a
horse. Washington’s posture,
\ the museum’s wall text
|| points out, closely resem-
.‘l bles that of the ancient

Roman statue known as the

Apollo Belvedere, thought
in Gilbert’s time to be one of the
most beautiful works of art ever
created. The focal point of the
gallery, however, is Thomas
Sully’s “The Passage of the

e

|
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Delaware” (1819). It’s so big the
ceiling had to be raised to accom-
modate it.

The highlight of the musuem’s
nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century holdings has always been
its collection of extraordinary
works by John Singer Sargent.
But there are additions here as
well. On either side of his 1882
masterpiece “The Daughters of
Edward Dorley Bait” are the two
adult-size Chinese vases that
appear in the painting. The most
innovative installation for this
period. however, is something
old: a densely packed gallery that
looks as it would have had we
visited the museum in 1890.
Based on the way exhibitions
were mounted in London and
Paris. the walls of the gallery are
filled from ceiling to floor with
paintings. The largest and most
important works are hung “on the
line” at eye level, while those of
lesser-known painters were
“skied” toward the ceiling.
Because artists relied on them to
increase the size and visual
weight of their works, frames
were major players in the action,
and while those paintings with

big frames may have distracted
viewers from focusing on a single
work, visitors to the European
galleries could play the game of
deciding whether their tastes
were superior to those of the
judges’.

What defines twentieth-centu-
1y art? Many historians tell us it’s
the triumph of abstraction over
more recognizable representa-
tions of the physical world, but
you wouldn’t know that from the
works collected here. While giv-
ing Jackson Pollock, Alexander
Calder, and others their Abstract
Expressionist due, the inclusion
of many more works by George
Bellows, Edward Hopper,
Andrew Wyeth, and Scott Prior
emphasizes the continuing popu-
larity of the realist tradition.
Other artists, such as Georgia
O’Keefe, neither abandon real-
ism nor wholly embrace abstract
expressionism. Rather, they
explore the many different ways
artists have chosen to represent
pieces of the huge jigsaw puzzle
of life today.

Finally, there’s the view of
Boston from the fourth floor: a
work of art in itself.

DiAaily A Boslon (Mhenewm

Gorey.

BY RICHARD ANDERSEN &
DIANE LYN - If you've
watched the falling masonry and
wilting ladies that have intro-
duced the public television
Mystery series for the past 30
years, you're familiar with the
work of Edward Gorey. Terrible
things may happen to the people
who inhabit his drawings, but
Gorey creates just the right emo-
tional distance between us and
his characters, so we’re never
compelled to feel sorry for them.
It’s almost as if they are getting
what they deserve. but we’re
never sure why.

Edward St. John Gorey start-
ed drawing at the age of two and
taught himself to read at three. In
high school, he had the highest
numerical score on his region’s
college-board exams, and after
serving in the U.S. Army during
World War 11, attended Harvard
University on a full scholarship.
When not studying, which was
most of the time, he drew car-
toons, composed  poems,
designed sets, and wrote plays
with the likes of John Ashbery

and Frank O’Hara for the Poets
Theatre. Occasionally, he made
the Dean’s List. His highest
achievement, however, may be
the pictures he drew on the
envelopes he sent to his mom in
Chicago. One has a figure about
to be strangled.

In 1952, Gorey was offered a
position in the art department at
Doubleday in New York, where
he wound up illustrating over
100 books. He wasn’t there a
year, however, when he pub-
lished one of his own: The
Unstrung Harp, a 64-page novel-
la about the struggle to be cre-
ative. A forerunner to today’s
popular graphic novels, it was
dubbed a “minor masterpiece”
by The London Times. Top critic
of the time Edmund Wilson gave
his approval shortly afterwards
in The New Yorker, and Gorey’s
career as a macabre funnyman
was officially launched.

Shortly after arriving in New
York, Gorey became a big fan of
George Balanchine and the New
York City Ballet. He credited the
choreographer with being a

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE

major influence on his work —
some of his creations even wear
ballet slippers — and saved the
ticket stubs from every ballet and
opera he attended. These thou-
sands of tickets were deposited
in a good-sized bucket now on
display at the Gorey Museum on
Cape Cod.

There are few biographical
details in the Gorey drawings
and poems being exhibited
through June 4th at the Boston
Athaneum. but the 180 collected
works provide a satisfying
overview of the artist’s 50-year
career. The works include selec-
tions from his most famous
books: The Gashlycrumb Tinies,
The Unstrung Harp, and The
Gilded Bat. Occasionally, a self-
portrait appears. You can recog-
nize Gorey by the beard, fur coat,
and hipster sneakers he often
wore to the ballet and opera.

By the time he died in 2000,
Gorey had become an animal
rights activist. He renounced his
fur coat. adopted dogs and cats,
and even allowed a family of rac-
coons to live in his attic in

Yarmouth Port. In his will he
established a charitable trust for
all living creatures, including

bats, insects. and invertebrates.
His spirit lives on in the works of
Tim Burton.

= T

My. C(lavius) Frederick) Earbrass is, of course, the well-Rnown novelist.
© 2011 The Edward Gorey Charitable Trust, used by permission
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2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield ~ 772-3122 ~ www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com

3080600800
Serving Home Grown
Farm-inspired Food & Drink

44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301
PHONE 413 774 3150

Stop By THE GiLL TAVERN AND

PC / MAC REFAIR

Dennis L. Booska

Phone & Fax

— 345 MAIN 5T.
Your Local Renewable Energy Experts GREENFIELD, MA
Advise, Design and Installation HIDATDRHAT o]
MYSMARTCOMPUTER.COM

VIRUS REMOVAL
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OPEN MoON-FRI 9-7, SAT 9-5

RESIDENTIAL
& SMALL BUSINESS

Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 413-863-3690

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls  Tile

O The
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Member

Flooring Network.
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+Farm Fresh Cggs
» Whole Roasting Chicken
*Pot Pies
*HomeMade Soups g
sDesserts \
Products Vary Weelly ~._
Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Sundays
Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell * 978-544-3806

Your Local

Carpet
STIHL Dealer

STIHL

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.
Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.
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BY STEVE DAMON - When
my lovely bride and I moved to
Gill, Pat Hawkins of Boyle Road
referred to us as “Gillbillies.” I'd
never heard the word before. That
was 2002. I'm just starting to feel
like a Gillbilly. Gary Stevens is
most definitely a Gillbilly.

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

Stevens,
£ owner of
8 Stump Hill
Farm, can
trace  his
Gill ances-
try back to
1842. He
and his
wife of 33
years.
Doreen, moved to Gill in the mid
80s, and now live on the farm,
within feet of his dad and step-
mother, their daughter and son-
in-law, and the plot of land where
their son’s clan hopes to someday

Farm Neighbors
Gillbilly Family Ties

I often call this area of Gill
“Stevensville.” I'm waiting
patiently for this to catch on, as
the Stevens family continues to
grow. You just never know who's
related to the Stevens family...

The last couple of Stevens
generations have milked cows,
raised chickens and vegetables.
All this work was done by hand
until 1948, when the farm
received electricity and a tractor.

Gary Stevens keeps oxen to do
much of the field work and wood
hauling. The farm’s major crop
remains vegetables, primarily
thubatb in the spring and butter-
nut squash in the fall. The vegeta-
bles are sold at Foster’s

Supermarket in
Greenfield and at
the Upinngil
farmstand in Gill.

Stevens laments, “T don’t use
much of the available land on the
farm.” He would like to grow
more squash and rhubarb, and
diversify with dried beans. “T like
to raise vegetables that don’t take
a lot of picking.” said Stevens,
who spends much of his day at
Foster’s , where he works as gro-
Cery manager.

Doreen, keeping with the fam-
ily’s background in food produc-
tion, cooks at the Diemand Farm
in Wendell.

Stevens has kept busy in town
affairs as an assessor and on the
finance committee for over 20
years. He was happy to serve in
those capacities, and equally

happy to give them up recently.
He has offered to join the town
agricultural commission when a
slot opens.

Back in 2002, when my love-
ly bride and I tied the family
knot, Gary and Doreen were at
the wedding. Gary is now my
first cousin once removed in-law.
You just never know who'’s relat-
ed to the Stevens family. ..

Steve Damon is the chair of
the Gill agricultural commission.
His monthly column for the
Montague  Reporter, Farm
Neighbors, features Gills agri-
cultural  personalities.  Bill
Burnham was featured in
January. Gary Stevens should
have appeared in February, but
everything slows down this time
of vear. Who will be next?

LEVERETT from pg 1

said Tuesday. That decline has
accelerated the depletion of the
LES school choice revolving
fund — which had been built up in
years when the state aid for
school choice students exceeded
the amount required for the ele-
mentary school to provide their
education.

That school choice revolving
fund — which operates like a free
cash cushion for LES — will be
reduced to $67.713 for FY’12,
from an existing balance of
$89.313. In FY"’12, the commit-
tee plans to spend about $5,000
more — a total of $150,000 —
from school choice finds to sup-
port the operating budget than the
school will take in from state aid
for school choice students.
School committee members said
an unanticipated need — like this
year’s hiring, at a cost of $18.000,
of a part time English Language
Learner teacher to work with two
new students from the Ukraine
adopted by a Leverett family —
could quickly cut into the remain-
ing school choice funds, or elim-
inate the fund entirely.

Adding another wild card to
the budget making process, this

build a house. Definitely
Gillbillies.
year both the regional school dis-

trict and LES are negotiating
teacher contracts, so an undis-
closed placeholder has been kept
in the LES budget to represent
the upshot of those negotiations.

The retirement of a long-time
LES fifth grade teacher will prob-
ably result in at least a $10,000
decrease in the salary paid to fill
that position permanently. Union
28 superintendent Joan Wickman
said on Tuesday.

Approximately $18,000 saved
from the retirement of U-28 busi-
ness manager Charlie Paulin,
during the three months before
his position was filled by Mike
Kociela (who was introduced to
the school committee on
Tuesday) may also be split
among the member towns, said
committee chair Farshid Hajir.
This could bring a $4,500 wind-
fall to Leverett before the present
fiscal year ends, if the U-28
budget committee so decides.

In addition to line item cuts,
the school committee is plugging
$25,000 in accumulated
Medicaid reimbursements into
the FY’12 budget — money that
built up over three years, Ross
said. This sum will not be avail-

able to apply to the FY 13 budg-
et. Neither will the one-time use
of a $6,000 trust fund to support
early childhood education at LES
uncovered by the town account-
ant, money Ross said the school
had long since forgotten about.
That fund will also be applied, in
its entirety, toward the FY’12
budget. to support the wait-listed
pre-K program.

Wickman said it might be pos-
sible to “back out” some funds
from line items showing surphis-
es in the FY" 11 budget by May or
June. “Anne (Ross) never ends
up in the red,” said Wickman.
“She does an amazing job.”

One area of the budget that has
shown revenue gains is the
school Iunch program — where
the introduction of a popular
salad bar and other choices has
led to increased sales, allowing
the committee to budget $6,500
less this year toward supporting
the lunch program. Hajir credited
community  volunteers for
improving the lunch line with
local foods.

But taken as a whole. the
school committee did not feel the
line item cuts and use of one time
revenues and school choice funds

would be enough to allow them
to meet the selectboard’s zero
increase budget request this year.
“It is our responsibility to put
forth a budget we feel it will take
to run the school for a year,” said
commiftee member Kip Fonsh.
Fonsh also serves as the
town’s representative to the
regional school committee. He
and other committee members
noted the disparity between the
level funding of the elementary
school since FY’'09 and the
steady rise in town assessments
for the regional school over the
same time period — and the pro-
jected 3.6% rise in the town’s
regional assessment for FY"12.
Called to comment on this dis-
parity. selectboard chair Rich
Brazeau said he was “not con-
vinced” of the accuracy of the
comparison. Brazeau said the
town supports the elementary
school in ways not apparent in the
bottom line of the operating budg-
et, including capital improve-
ments fo the building and health
insurance for the employees.
Hajir conceded that health
insurance costs had been rising
more rapidly at the elementary
school — perhaps twice as fast—as

at the region, where health premi-
ums have been kept to a 3%
increase in recent years. But with-
out looking at the actual numbers,
Hayjir estimated that even if health
insurance costs were folded into
the elementary school budget,
increases in the LES budget in
recent years “would not come
close to matching the increases to
the region percentage-wise or as
raw numbers.”

So, is the town holding the
elementary school to a different
standard than the region in tough
budget times?

“I think we have been fair with
the school and the region and our
town employees,” said Brazeau,
who noted the board has called
on all town departments to hand
in level funded budgets this year.
He added. “The regional school
has been taking a much more
severe beating. If you go to some
of their meetings, they have all
kinds of reasons they need more
money. We try to get them down
to as reasonable a number as we
can, and then we take our share.”

A public hearing on the LES
budget will be held on March

14th at the school library
at 6 p.m. b
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Cooperative Use and Welcome Center Proposed for Former Cumby’s Building

BY JANEL NOCKELBY
TURNERS FALLS - Members
of  Montague’s  Economic
Development and Industrial
Corporation considered two
proposals on Thursday, February
24th, for use of the former
Cumberland Farms property,
located at the corner of Avenue A
and Second Street, next to the
Great Falls Discovery Center.
The EDIC committee has
been dormant for a few months,
since Jay DiPucchio resigned as
chair, but, with new proposals on
the table for a piece of gateway
real estate in downtown Turners,
the EDIC is getting a push to

consider what to do with an aging
building with a leaky roof and a
complicated history. It is the
EDIC’s role to steer development
of  economically critical
properties owned by the town.
MCTV, the  Montague
Business Association (MBA),
and RiverCulture proposed
renting the building (including an
offer to pay to fix the leaking
roof) to collaborate on a welcome
center, TV studio, art, and
cultural center. Meanwhile, the
Montague parks and recreation
and local sculptor Joe Landry
proposed an installation of art
outside of the building, art to be

created by children through
partnerships with area schools
during summer programs.

After public comment on the
proposals was closed on
Thursday, the EDIC voted not to
accept the parks and recreation
proposal (with Linda Ackerman,
who sits on both the parks and
recreation commission and the
EDIC, recusing herself from the
vote) and held off on making a
decision on the
MCTV/MBA/RiverCulture
proposal.

The EDIC decided a more
formal  request-for-proposals
process is needed to determine

short or long term use of the
property. Town planner Walter
Ramsey, who is helping to guide
the EDIC through the tangled
history of an old convenience
store, noted that before any
decisions can be made, the EDIC
needs to complete “due diligence
and a proper site plan” for the
property. “We can’t give sections
of it away piecemeal” without a
plan, he said.

The proposal by
MCTV/MBA/RiverCulture has
served to “get the ball rolling,”
Ramsey said. So he is now
drafting official letters to the
Department of Conservation and

Recreation’s new commissioner,
Ed Lambert, and Montague
legislators, in hopes of clarifying
what interest DCR has in the
future of the property, if any.
Originally, the building, which
was taken by eminent domain,
was to have been turned over to
DCR as a part of development of
the Great Falls Discovery Center.
But the transfer to DCR never
happened, most likely due to
state funds drying up for park
development, Ramsey said.
Former member of the EDIC,
Chris Janke, reminded attendees
at the meeting, which included

see CUMBY’S pg 16

from ERVING pg 6

owner of the property,” and it
may be difficult to assess Patriots
for cleanup costs if the cleanup is
completed before the right of the
redemption is foreclosed.

McNicol estimated the Usher
Mill back taxes are
approximately $10,000.
“Because the property is already
taken, can Patriots come in after
the cleanup, just pay back taxes
and get the property back?” she
asked.

She said there is no case law
on this, and the safest course for
the town is to wait to clean up the
site until after the foreclosure.
She said it is not clear if cleanup
costs paid by the town can be
added to the tax lien, and she is
waiting for a response from the
Massachusetts Department of
Revenue on this question.

In a related matter, Usher Mill
reuse committee member Gary
Burnett asked the selectboard for
blueprints of the hydrants and
pipes that run under the building
rubble. He said the underground
pipes must be protected during
demolition at the site in order to
keep the water tank, which is still
in use, from draining.

Drive-Through Businesses

Selectboard chair Andrew
Goodwin asked McNicol about
the drive-through business
zoning article that failed at the
October 2009 town meeting.
Goodwin asked if the rule about
waiting two years before
bringing the article up again was
applicable, since “At town
meeting, the amendment on the
floor changed the scope of the
article from the west side of

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

town to include the east side.”

McNicol said the issue of
scope was “something that
moderators need to pay attention
to — this is a close call.” She
said she had talked with the
attorney general’s office and
was told that if the planning
board brings forward a
significantly different article, the
two-year rule will not apply.
She said the 2009 article
allowed drive through by right
in one commercial area in town,
which appears to be different
from the proposed article to
allow drive-throughs in any
commercial area by special
permit. In addition, because the
planning board would be
proposing the article, and not the
original proponents, Ralph and
Eric Semb, the two-year rule
would not apply.

McNicol advised selectboard
member Eugene Klepadlo, who
is also a lieutenant with the fire
department, to “steer clear of the
fire department budget” while
on the selectboard in order to
comply with the state ethics
rules. She also said if
selectboard members attend a
meeting of another town board
and deliberate or participate as
selectboard members, the
meeting needs to be posted in
accordance with the open
meeting law for both the
selectboard and the other board.
Ervingside Sewers

The selectboard signed a
contract with Tighe & Bond for
initial tasks in rehabilitating the
Ervingside sewer lines. Repairs
are expected to reduce inflow
and infiltration from leaks,
resulting in savings on treatment

costs. Tighe & Bond’s Peter
Valinski  said the video
inspection of sewer lines
showed root infiltration and
fractures in some of the sewer
pipes. In-place  lining  of
approximately 3,600 feet of
piping is proposed.

Tighe & Bond estimates the
complete project will cost about
$240,000. Replacement of the
line on Church Street, where an
850 foot segment lacks
manholes and contains stagnant
water, was put on hold.

The selectboard thanked
Valinski for putting together an
estimate for renovating the fire
pond on Maple Street, but
decided not to approve work on
the $144,000 project.

Conservation commission
members David Brule and Cyd
Scott discussed signing the letter
of agreement with the
Massachusetts Forest Legacy
Program for the conservation
restriction for the Fellows
property. In January, Verne and
Caroline Fellows of Murdock
Hill Road granted a
conservation restriction (CR) on
132 acres of their property to the
town of Erving, to be monitored
by the conservation
commission. The CR is a legal
agreement between the Fellows
and the town, in which the
Fellows retain ownership but
give up the right to develop their
land.

Brule said one phrase in the
agreement letter caught his
attention: “The Erving
conservation commission will
assign appropriate staff and will
budget sufficient funds annually
to conduct the annual

monitoring...” Brule and Scott
explained the conservation
commission has a small budget
of approximately $2,000 per
year. Brule told the selectboard
the monitoring will require a
GPS, laptop and digital camera.
Scott said, in addition to its
annual budget, the conservation
commission received money
from notice of intent (NOI)
filing fees dedicated to use for
wetland conservation. He felt
the commission could buy the
needed equipment with the NOI
fees and use it for monitoring the
CR as well.

Goodwin said costs for
monitoring the CR were likely
to be low, although the

equipment might need replacing
after several years. He advised
the conservation commission to
sign the agreement.
Senior Taj Mahal

The senior center building
committee has selected forest
green as the exterior color for
the new senior center. The
selectboard denied a request
from the committee for $250 to
rent a van to transport
committee members for a site
visit to a “twin” senior center
project in the eastern part of the
state.

Goodwin exclaimed, “We’re
building them the Taj Mahal!
It’s not needed to spend that
kind of money.” He
recommended the committee
send several representatives in a
private car to tour, take photos,
and report back.

Following up on a discussion
on the costs of completing
criminal  offender  record
information (CORI) checks on

town employees from the
February 17th meeting,
emergency management
department  director Luke

Hartnett told the selectboard that
Union #28 had a good system
for completing CORI checks.
Goodwin suggested the town
could make a deal with Union
#28, with the town foregoing
raises in rent for the Union #28
office space in trade for Union
#28 doing the CORI checks for
the town.

The selectboard agreed to
amend the fire chief’s job
description to include nine hours
per week of office hours at the
fire station, for 48 weeks per
year. The board decided to vote
on the draft description at its
March 3rd meeting.

After rescinding an earlier
vote to buy a $4,000 copy
machine for the Ervingside
water treatment plant, the
selectboard voted to buy a
$1,499 copier instead, with a
$350 protection plan.

The selectboard ended the
open meeting and went into
executive session “for the
purpose of considering the
reputation, character, physical
condition or mental health
and/or the discipline, dismissal
of, or to hear complaints or
charges brought against a public
officer, employee, staff member,
or individual, where an open
session  would have a
detrimental effect and further
details would compromise the
reason for going into executive
session.” This is the eighth time
in the last fourteen meetings the

board has gone into Wﬂ
L

executive session.
CALL 863-8666
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Food Clty Donates $1258.97 to Local Organizations

//”
Y

DETMOLD PHOTO

Ca,r,bser.r Ca:g'y Pe.we (aisle 2) cmd Dylan Bocon (3) at work in Feod City

BY DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS - Feed your
pantry, and feed your local food
pantry, both at the same time.
That was the offer from Food
City in Turners Falls in January,

when shoppers who spent at least
$40 on groceries during one
shopping trip were pleased to
find the supermarket donating
1%0 of their cashier’s receipt to a
community organization of their

choice. Shoppers were able to
steer the store’s donation to one
of three local organizations, and
by the end of the month, those
small contributions from the
store had added up.

“We will put the money to our
‘sponsor a child scholarship
pledge’.” said Montague parks
and recreation director Jon
Dobosz. The MP&R received
$242.68 from Food City’s
January drive, money that will
help children from low or mod-
erate income families attend
summer camp or travel to Laurel
Lake in Erving with the parks
and recr’s SUMmer Swim pro-
gram. “We thank Food City and
all their customers who con-
tributed to this,” said Dobosz.

Food City also donated
$360.30 to the Franklin Area
Survival Center, to help with
their food pantry on 4th Street in
Turners Falls.

Survival Center supervisor Ed
Peramba said that money would
be used to buy food to stock the
pantry’s shelves from the
Western Mass Food Bank, where
each dollar will stretch further by
buying discounted food in bulk.

“It will help wus,”said
Peramba. *“Demand has definite-
ly been rising. I don’t care what
the governement says, the econ-
omy is not improving.”

Food pantry volunteer Mary
Cavanaugh said, “The number of
people we call walk-ins has
increased dramatically,” in
recent months — she estimated by
40%. Cavanaugh also said the
food pantry is allowing families
to pick up groceries every month
now, instead of every other
month, in an attempt to keep up
with the growing need.

But the lion’s share — or kitty
cat’s share — of donations from
Food City were directed by cus-
tomers to the Dakin Animal
Shelter in Leverett, which

received $655.99.

“TI guess people like animals
more than they like people.” said
John Steiner, store manager for
the Turners Falls branch of the
nine supermarket Food City
chain, based in Lewiston, ME.

Shoppers will have another
chance to prove where their
charitable sympathies lie in
April, when Food City repeats
the 1% donation for every $40
shopping trip. and once more
allows the customers to decide
where those donations will be
directed. Forms available at the
store until Tuesday, March 15th
will even allow shoppers to
choose which community organ-
izations will be in the mmning to
receive those donations. So pick
up a form, fill it out, and help
Food City give back to our com-
munity in the way that matters
most to you.

“Omne percent may not seem
like much,” said Steiner, “but it
really adds up.”

from COLLECTIVE pg 5
neous and divisive issues, for
example the pet conservative
proposal to prohibit automatic
withholding of union dues.
Typically, the goal seems to be
to get into a partisan battle with
the Democrats, not to solve a
problem.

But there is, in fact, a very
real problem that needs to be
solved. The current system of
collective bargaining for public
employees is fundamentally

undemocratic and unworkable.
Unions demand multi-year con-
tracts with wage and benefit
increases unrelated to projected
revenues. These agreements are
made in secretive collective bai-
gaining sessions that take nearly
half the local budget out of the
public, democratic decision-
making process. Unsustainable
wage and benefit increases are
justified not in terms of their fis-
cal viability, but as showing
respect for public employees.

from GILL pg 6

loans in town.

Purington said he had
received a $960 bill for replac-
ing the burner at the Riverside
Municipal Building, which
experienced a recent break-
down, and a scarcity of
replacement parts. Banash
asked if the committee explor-
ing the future use of the
Riverside Municipal Building

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

has met recently. Apparently, it
has not.

The boiler at the safety
complex has sprung a leak. The
problem is not immediately
disabling: the boiler may make
it through the heating season as
is, but Purington warned the
first estimate received for
replacing the 1978 boiler

would run to $6400 W
L

plus labor.

The implication is, if you ques-
tion the math of these agree-
ments, you do not respect teach-
ers. (Ironically. the union lead-
ership is prone to arguing we
should lay off teachers at the
low end of the wage scale to
finance wage increases for those
at the top.)

Many collective bargaining
agreements are filled with work
rules that, for most employees
of viable organizations, appear
in job descriptions, not in con-
tracts. The Gill-Montague dis-
trict, for example, spent hours
last year negotiating with the
union over what time employ-
ees should come to work in the
morning. This encourages an
inflexible “no can do™ attitude
among the staff, particularly
deadly in an era of educational
choices for parents.

Finally, the current process
requires that local officials,
many of them volunteers. spend

endless hours negotiating. One
result is that the bargaining
process can attract those who
have a personal interest in the
outcome.

In the Gill-Montague district,
negotiating teams have included
former teachers or school com-
mittee members with direct
familial and financial ties to
teachers. This may not techni-
cally violate state conflict of
interest laws, but it creates a
bias on the negotiating team that
borders on cronyism.

The intense frustration with
collective bargaining among
local officials in Massachusetts
is one of the dirty little secrets
of the state’s liberal political
culture. A few modest proposals
for reform have been made. The
Mass Municipal Association has
long advocated that the choice
of health plans and plan design
(co-pays and deductibles) be
taken out of the local collective

bargaining process. Governor
Patrick has just proposed that
localities either find health
plans comparable to the state
health group or be required to
join it.

The cuwrrent uproar over
Wisconsin will probably take
even these rather mild proposals
off the table. Unions and their
supporters will portray any
effort to reform the current sys-
tem as a one-way ticket back to
the age of robber baron capital-
ism. But this reflects an ideal-
ized view of history.

Yes, unions have helped cre-
ate a more egalitarian and dem-
ocratic style of capitalism in the
United States. But, having
achieved their goals, unions
have also historically tended to
become entrenched special
interests supporting the status

quo for their more afflu-
NE

ent members.
CALL 863-8666
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KAREN M_K!'(SON ILLUSTR.HTICIN

Wmérbqb instructor Brian INugent looks on as

Paul Dobbs and V;}gz'm'.q Mullen put

Winsert for the Gill fown hall. In background,
Tom Sullivan and Joan Pillsbury.

BY PAM LESTER

GILL - The Gill energy cominis-
sion held a free Winsert (winter
insulated window insert) work-
shop on Saturday, February 26th,
from 1 — 4 p.m. at the Gill town
hall. “Winserts” are reusable
transparent panels that fit snugly

GILL ENERGY CORNER

Town Hall
W ndows Get
Winserts

inside window jambs
to add two extra layers
of glazing. The work-
shop was presented by
Brian Nugent who has
been teaching people
how to make Winserts
for the last four years.
Ten people from the

towns of Gill,
Montague, and
Greenfield attended.

The ten Winserts
made at the workshop
were immediately put
into use in the single
glaze windows in the
downstairs offices, and plans are
being made to complete all of the
windows at the Gill town hall.

Nugent said a properly-con-
structed Winsert reduces heat loss
from a typical single- or double-
glazed window by up to 50%,

ther a

thus more than paying for the cost
of installation in less than one
year. The Winserts can be used
for many heating seasons, with a
little maintenance from time to
time.

Gill videographer Rick James
captured the workshop on video.
Once edited. the workshop will
be linked to the Gill energy com-
mission web page so it can be
used as a resource for further edu-
cation. Nugent said he volunteers
his time to teach others, but he
believes the message needs to be
broadcast widely as the need to
reduce our energy consumption is
so urgent. Nugent’s written
mstructions on building your own
Winserts are also linked on the
Gill Energy Commission web
page.

Ronnie LaChance was one of
the Winsert workshop partici-
pants. She said. “Brian’s instruc-
tions were very well explained,
and after getting this hands-on
experience, we are planning to
make Winserts for our own
home. My husband is planning
on stopping by town hall to see a
completed Winsert to get started
on making ours.”

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG
Break In, Illegal Dumping, Threatening

Wednesday, 2/23
7:21 am. Burglary,
breaking and entering

on Bernardo Drive.
Investigated.
10:05 p.m.

Threatening, harass-
ment on Fifth Street.
Advised of options.

10:41 pam.
Threatening, harass-
ment on Fifth Street.
Advised of options.

11:21 pm. Domestic
disturbance | |
Street, Investi ted
Thursday, 2/24

11:05 am. Fraud at
Montague Mini Mart.
Services rendered.
1:20 pm. Illegal
dumping on Bridge
Street. Services ren-
dered.

10:37 p.am. Suspicious
person on Greenfield
Road. Services ren-

tendered.

Samrday, 2/26

12:12 a.m. Structure
fire on Millers Falls
Road. Services ren-
dered.

1:35 am. Unwanted
person on K Street.
Services rendered.
10:06 a.m. Burglary,
breaking and entering
on Millers Falls Road.
Report taken.

4:02 Threatening,
harassment on Turners
Falls Road. Services
rendered.

5:52 p.m. Neighbor
disturbance. No police
service necessary.

9:14 p.m. Suspicious
other at Shea Theater.
Services rendered.
S‘Lmday, 2/27

12:11 pm. Annoying
phone call on Linda
Lane. Report taken.
7:27 p.m. Threatening,

7:35 am. Threatening,
harassment at Equi's
on Avenue A. Referred
to an officer.

7:36 a.m. Disabled
school bus at
Sunderland Road and
Old Stage Road.
Report taken.

8:52 am. Suspicious
auto at the Housing
Authority on Canal
Road. Services ren-

dered.

1:37 p.m. Domestic
disturbance on K
street. Services ren-
dered.

6:48 p.m. Reposessed
motor vehicle on

Montague City Road.
No police service nec-
essary.

Tuesday, 3/1

5:50 p.m. Unwanted
person on Avenue A.
Advised of options.
7:29 p.m. Threatening,

dered.
Friday, 2/25

harassment on Main harassment on
11:39 p.m. Loud noise Street. Advised of Montague Street.
disturbance on Turners options, Advised of options.
Falls Road. Services Monday, 2/28

NATIONAL from pg 4
about Wal-Mart? Sure, I wish
their buildings could be
designed with a little more
taste and feature a little less of
that cold and dreary commu-
nist-era utilitarian facade. But
that’s a small price to pay for,
well, small prices.

If Greenfield was smart,
they’d get the Boy Scouts in
there to plant some trees on the
new Wal-Mart parking lot
medians. But they should try
and get that request in while
things are still in the negotiat-
ing stage (if in fact they still
are). Once Wal-Mart has a
finalized contract with local
governments they can be kind
of rigid about suggestions from
anyone outside the upper eche-
lons of the “Wal-Mart Family’.

I think a few trees would go
a long way to soften that big
boxy footprint, and customers
will really appreciate a little
shade when walking across
that huge asphalt parking lot
come Summer.

I normally am the sort of
person that roots for the under-
dog, but there is just no real
underdog when a Wal-Mart
comes to your town. Sure,
there’s a persistent little voice
that keeps telling me it’s not a
good idea to put all your eggs
in one basket. I can see how a
few years out Greenfield and
Turners will only have Wal-
Mart to provide citizens with
all  their daily needs.
Everything but shelter that is.
Other than pup tents, Wal-Mart
isn’t exactly providing housing

last time I looked. Unless you
count those piddly paychecks
Wal-Mart employees use to
pay their rent. But if employ-
ees are saving on all the stuff
they buy at Wal-Mart then it
stands to reason they’ll have
more money left over for rent
and utilities, no?

It reminds me of the good
old days of company towns for
the lumber and mining indus-
try, when people bought their
stuff at the company store and
the company owned the jobs,
the housing and the groceries. I
suspect it gave people a sense
of security to have all those
things sorted out for them. The
only thing different is Wal-
Mart doesn’t let you run a tab
against your pay check. Or do
they?

In fact, if Wal-Mart was
smart, they’d let their employ-
ees take out short term loans
against their paychecks to be
paid back with interest, a bene-
fit to both parties.

I'd like to put in a plug for
one stop shopping too, espe-
cially in the winter months
when there’s all that snow on
the ground. I would think that
having everything you need in
one store would be a big con-
venience. Who needs all those
little mom and pop stores? It’s
true, that in order to keep
prices down Wal-Mart doesn’t
always carry top quality, espe-
cially in the clothing, hard-
ware, and food departments.
But the cool thing about buy-
ing a screwdriver set from Wal-
Mart that doesn’t last because

the metal tips are soft and
mushy is that for next to noth-
ing you can buy another whole
set the next time you’re in Wal-
Mart. Which will be the next
time you need a gallon of milk
you used to grab from the cor-
ner market but now you can’t
because the corner market
couldn’t stay in business by
just selling milk and so it isn’t
there anymore. But at least we
can all sleep better at night
knowing it was sacrificed for
the noble and greater cause of
national security.

Gini Brown grew up in the
town of Montague and still
returns to Western Mass for
two months every summer to
soak up the natural
beauty and small town Wa
pleasures of the area. eSS

Solzoloslzy Realty

413-256-6217

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored

Fretted {nstrument Workshop < :

3 _49 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. 01092 @

AFFORDABLE FINANCING FOR VA & FHA LOANS

MetlLife MetLife Home Loans

TIMPREVOST - Mortgage Consultant
413-773-8984

tprevost@metlife.com

Al lnans subsect o appeoval Cartan condifons ane feas apply,. Mersge financang provoled by
Metife Home Loans, 2 divison of Meliie Bank, MA Equal Housing Lender E2008 METLIFE, NG

PEANUTS © Uniled Fealura Syndicate, Inc. | (90862 fsxpDe09 Al StatesfDC] LENDER BC1

SCAPES BUILDERS

Your Green Building Company

110 North Hillside Road PO. Box 469 South Deerfield, MA 01373
T: 413 665.0185 F:- 4156650186

Scapes Builders & Landscaping, L1.C

Inrerior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

mww

Montague WebWorks . com

make the web work for your business

28 Center Street
montague, ma 01351
info@montaguewebworks.com

michael muller
owner
413.320.5336

Hofistic Psychotherapy
creative & expressive
techniques

" children, adults. families, groups

(508) 451-2403
located in Millers Falls

LKM9092@YAHOO.COM -

vn Facebook

New LocaL OWNERSHIP
FAMILY VACUUM

34 C]‘Iﬂpm:‘l[‘l Street gf:]?:-?nm F
Greenfield 413-774-2046 enta,

Most Repairs Done within 48 Hnum
New & Used Vacuums for Sale

Commumty Yoga
& WELLNESS CE

hffordable classes morning, noon and night
free class every Sunday 4-5 pm

beginners welcome
www, (urnmumly -Yoga.com

3 774-4700
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. What is the
survival rate for ALS?

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS)- also known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease—usually
strikes between the ages of 40
and 70.

Respiratory problems usually
kill those with ALS in three to
five years after diagnosis. About
ten percent of those with ALS
live more than ten years.

Some with ALS survive for
many years. For example, the
famed British physicist Stephen
Hawking has had ALS since the
1960s. In a small number of peo-
ple. ALS mysteriously stops.

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

The Stats on Lou Gehrig’s Disease

ALS destroys nerve cells that
control muscle cells. In most
cases, the cause is unknown. As
the motor neurons are lost, the
muscles they control weaken.
Eventually, people with ALS are
paralyzed.

ALS doesn’t directly affect
involuntary muscles, so the
heart, digestive tract, bladder and
sexual organs continue to work.
Hearing, vision, touch and intel-
lectual ability generally remain
normal. Pain is not a major com-
ponent of ALS.

The usual early symptoms of
ALS are weakness or spasms in a
limb, and trouble speaking or
swallowing. After the initial
symptoms, the disease may
progress in the following way:
cramping of muscles, reduced
use of the limbs: thick speech
and difficulty projecting the
voice; difficulty breathing.

O. What foods cause gas and the
pain that often comes with it?

The following are gas-gener-
ating foods:

Legumes, especially dried
beans and peas, baked beans, soy
beans, lima beans; dairy products
such as milk, ice cream, cheese;
vegetables such as cabbage,
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cauli-

flower, cucumbers, sauerkraut,
kohlrabi, asparagus, potatoes,
rutabaga, turnips, radishes,

onions; fruits such as prunes,
apricots, apples, raisins, bananas;
foods containing wheat such as
cereals, breads and pastries; fatty
foods such as fried chicken and
anything in cream sauces and
gravies; and any carbonated bev-
erage.

The following are some of the
danger signs associated with
abdominal pain. If you experi-
ence any of the following, get
immediate medical attention:

* Sudden and sharp pain

* Pain that radiates to your
chest. neck or shoulder

* Severe, recurrent or persist-
ent pain

» Pain that worsens

= Vomiting blood

» Blood in your stool

= A swollen and tender
abdomen

» Shortness of breath

* Dizziness

* High fever

Q. What is the chief cause of
deaths from injury in seniors?

Among older adults, falls are
the leading cause of injury deaths
and the most common cause of
nonfatal injuries and hospital
admissions for trauma. Of all
fall-related fractures, hip breaks
cause the greatest number of
deaths and lead to the most
severe health problems and
reduced quality of life.

As we age, the power of our
senses, reflexes and coordination
diminishes. Maladies and the
medicines we take for them can
contribute to balance problems.
Then there’s osteoporosis — a
disease that makes bones more
likely to snap.

There are many steps you can
take to prevent a fall and the pos-
sibility of breaking a bone. Here
are a few important ones:

+ Get your bones tested. Your
doctor can prescribe medications
that will make your bones harder
to break.

» Regular exercise makes you
stronger and keeps your joints,
tendons, and ligaments flexible.
Weight-bearing exercise such as
walking may slow bone loss
from osteoporosis.

* Alcohol impacts your reflex-
es and balance.

* Get up slowly from lying
and sitting to avoid feeling light-
headed.

If you have a question, please
write fo fred@healthygeezer.com

LETTUCE from pg 1

reducing “food miles” — or
delivery distance — of food to
the cafeteria.

Harrington also believes pro-
ducing their own food can give
students a sense of community.

Harrington, who was on the
forestry faculty at UMass for ten
years, first started producing
food for a school when she was
working at Amherst Middle
School, when she attended a
presentation by Seeds of
Solidarity, a program that
encourages schools to produce
their own food. When she

moved to Tumers Falls High
School, she saw an opportunity
to grow not only the traditional
flowers in the greenhouse, but
also vegetables.

Loynd praised the green-
house program, which started
providing lettuce to the cafeteria
last year. He said even with the
salad bar temporarily suspend-
ed, fresh lettuce from the green-
house will be used for vegetable
pocket sandwiches. He said last
year, greens from the green-
house allowed students to try a
“neat variety” of greens, includ-
ing some they would not have

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG
Accident, Erratic Operation, Suspicious Vehicle

Mondsy, 2/21

6:45 am. Minor motor

Motor vehicle stoPPed at motor vehicle at French
area of Main Road.

King Bridge. Party was

vehicle accident without
injury on West Gill
Road.
11:18
Erving Po].ice
az:est/ transport
Route 2.
Tuesday, 2/22
8:45 a.m. Motor wehicle
accident on Main Road.
Medical issue :esponsible
for cause.

Wednesday, 2/23

7:15 Reported
erratic  operation of
motor vehicle, west-

bound on Route 2.

Assisted
with
on

a.m.

a.m.

11:10 a.m. Assisted resi-
dent with past motor
vehicle accident
Thussday, 2/24

am. Suspicious
motor vehicle, at area of
Grist Mill Road. Subject
was lost. Checked out ok.
Friday, 2/25

7:35 am. Rccvchng
truck stuck on the road-
way on Mountain Road
due to icy conditions.
3:05 p-m. Restraining
order issued for past res-
ident of Boyle Road.
6:35 p-m. Suspicious

checked and released,

. 2/26
1:30 p.m. Subject issued
a criminal cornp]a.int for
operating an m:eg-istered
motor vehicle.
2:30 p.m. Fam.ily distur—
bance handled at Boyle
Road residence.
Sanday, 2/27
7:00 pm. Rr.porl:ed sus-
picious person on the
French King Bridge.
Checked ok.
8:30 p.m. Court process
issued to party on West
Gill Road.

experienced otherwise. Loynd
said approximately 25% of stu-
dents chose the salad bar menu
option on a regular basis, which
has been offered at the high
school for four years, and was
also introduced at the elemen-
tary schools last year.

Harrington called the posi-
tive feedback the greenhouse
program has received from fac-
ulty, “very gratifying.” Students
also enjoy the program, and
many say they feel proud to be
producing food for their fellow
students. This year’s class is no
exception, with students eager
to go to the greenhouse every
day. water the lettuce, prune the
tomatoes, and take care of the
host of other tasks associated
with keeping everything alive
and flourishing.

The greenhouse class plans
to continue and expand its suc-
cessful annual plant sale this
year. Last year, greenhouse stu-
dents sold an assortment of veg-
etable seedlings for the growing
season. This year, there are
plans to include flowers at well,
particularly from the shelf of
irises growing in the green-
house.

Harrington said the plant sale
would most likely be held on
the last Friday before Mothers
Day.

The second class of green-
house. at the end of the day, is
co-taught by Jessica Vachula-
Curtis, a teacher for the Life
Skills class. a program for spe-
cial needs students. The stu-
dents from Life Skills partici-
pate fully in the class, and help
tend the lettuce seedlings and
other greenhouse plants.

There are also plans to plant
an outdoor garden at the school.
in the open space beside the
greenhouse, to be maintained
by the Life Skills students.
Vachula-Curtis believes it is
important to remember that
local produce can be grown
“year round.” with a combined
greenhouse and outdoor gar-
dening approach.

Whether they are mixing soil
or planting lettuce. the skills
students learn in greenhouse
class are becoming increasingly
important in times of interna-
tional crop failures and food
shortages. Locally grown
organic food, such as the lettuce
seedlings students at TFHS are
nurturing now, is an excellent
teacher of sustainable resources
and environmental conscious-
ness.

Mark Hudyma is a junior at

Turners Falls High Na
|

School.
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Eat In or Take Out!

BURRITOS,

BOWLS,
SOFT TACOS,
QUESADILLAS

Now Serving
BBC( Steel Rail

(413) 772-2531

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield
Hours: Mon-Sat 11:30 am-9pm

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

5 BANK Row (RT 5& 10)
GREENFIELD, MA IVERSIDE cn, M
413 - 772 — 1968 [ =
ADIATOR -
4 OLD SOUTH STREET General Auto Repair 1
DOWNTOWN RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS ‘ '
NoRTHAMFTON, MA and HEAVY EQUIPMENT
413 — 584 — 9868 Foreign and Domestic 4 ' I
Filtig 8634049 1.800-439 4049 = i
2 LOCATIONS * USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS hores 8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.) s | | We Spedialize In Impossible Deadlines! il
OPEN DAILY * RAVENUSEDBOOKS.COM 1
It Figures! 4
g - GREENFIELD®COPYCATPRINTSHOP.cOM
Kate McGrath, MBA 413-774-3500 1
Accountant TURNS LAWN CARE [ |
413-768-9095 Sy 55 06 upcialt o set rojuty Sebeess, Please visit our website for i
Located in the Heart of Montague Center. printing tips and online services: ’
IRS- APPFOVEG Income Tax Preparer Now accepting calls for new clients for snow cop catprintshop com *
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center y >
Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks o e e e
Now accepting new tax clients 45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE
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BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB-
MASON

MONTAGUE CENTER -
“You think I was kiddinya,
right, mate? Well I'm dead
serious about starting a climate
refugee organization. We put
up a web site, get a blog going,
we show up at some confer-
ences, and Bob’s your uncle!”
exclaimed Brian Dubin,
Gerry’s brother-in-law.

“And what exactly would
this organization do. Brian?”
asked Gerry Bartlett.

“Refugees need a place to
go. We help them relocate.
Refugees need to connect with
each other — we help them to
network. We can even research
relocation spots for all you
seppos from Arizona and
Nevada who are running outta
water.” Brian responded

“It’d take a lot of fundrais-
ing.” Gerry pointed out.

“It’s a piece of piss. No wor-
ries,” assured Brian.

“Ok, Brian. I'm already
working on getting a web site

GO GREEN FAMILY

Episode 47: Bob’s Your Uncle

up for this Green Pioneers
thing Ruby Tinker is starting
up. Maybe I'm can get a web
presence going for this refugee
organization., too.”

(X2}

Two weeks later, Brian and
Gerry were in their newly rent-
ed office on Avenue A in
Turners Falls scrutinizing a
giant map of the United States
labeled “Climate Change
Relocation Target Areas.”
Areas of projected water short-
ages were shaded in bright red.

“Crikey — your southwest
looks like Oz! We’re looking at
refugees from Nevada ta Utah
down ta Texas and halfa the
southeast, Gerry,” Brian pro-
nounced, staring at the red half
of the map. “Even Tampa and
Atlanta stand out like dogs
balls. There won’t be any water
left in halfa the country for
love or money in 2030.”

“Well that’s what the north-
east has going for it. Plenty of
water.” Gerry responded.

“Ok. Gerry. how about
Western Massachusetts for
relocation? I got emails from a

family in Florida and one in
Arizona who’re ready to look.”

“Should be okay. If you
want to look nearby, we could
check out property in Turners
Falls, Greenfield, Athol and
Orange, where housing prices

are still depressed,” Gerry sug-
gested.
“But Turners Falls and

Greenfield are right on the
Connecticut River and Orange
and Athol are on the Millers
won’t they be under water?”
Brian asked.

“Naah — only a problem
nearer the coast — Saybrook,
Haddam, Oold Lyme,
Middletown — you don’t want
to be living there in 40 years.”

“Right-o. I say we look at
Turners and Orange,” Brian
concluded. “They both sound
abso-bloody-lutey fine to me.”

Only two episodes left! Cast
your vote for the winner of the
Community Challenge at
Montaguema.net and stay
tuned next week to find out
who the judges selected.

Continued next issue. ..

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Assist Other Police, Suspicious Persons and Vehicles

11:20 am. Arrested _

for operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended license and for
operating under the influence.
Tuesday, 2/22
4:45 p.m. Car blocking the entire lane of
oncoming traffic on Pratt Street. Vehicle
moved.
9:00 p.m. Suspicious vwehicle at
Ervingside library. Moved same along.
11:30 pm. Dog running loose on West
Main StreetDog ran to home. Tried to
speak with owner, not home.
Wednesday, 2/23
7:55 am. Suspicious person at Old
Stage Road residence. Spoke with same.
Had permission to be there.
1:10 p.m. Suspicious vehicle on Central
Street. Checked same, was resident mov-
ing out.

, 2/24

9:37 pm. Loud siren in the Forest
Street area. Resident reports hearirlg two
loud blasts. Unable to Iocate.
10:47 p.m. Annoying phone calls
reported from River Road resident.
Friday, 2/25
7:47 am. Report of tractor trailer unit
jaddm.ifed on Route 63 near Prospect
Street. Was gone on arrival.

8:01 a.m. Report of pickup truck spun
out on Route 2 in Farly Flats. Vehicle

facing wrong way. Gone on arrival.
8:36 am. Northfield police requested
assistance with vehicle off road on
Route 63 near Mountain Project.
Vehicle removed.

H ome tOWH Cl' OSSWoOr d Submitted by Ferd Wulkan, Montague Center

ACROSS

1. Served at the Rendezvous
3.“__ issharing”

8. Great Falls Middle School organi-
zation

9. Briefs in this paper

10. You can ___ 32 down from the
Discovery Center

12. Generally found on front page of

this paper.
14. Has new Friends of the Library
17.__ _good __ new

18. He needs to phone home

20_A recessive one might give you
blue eyes

21. Roman dozen

22_Favorite newspaper

25_Found in Deja Brew bathroom
26. Crossing in Millers Falls
27_Lots of us have visited this at
Franklin Medical

28_Needed to finance 22 Across
30. Once known as Peskeompskut
34 Three-toed sloth found mostly in
crossword puzzles

35_ Turners football games occa-
sionally end up here

36. The other half of 3 Down
37_What Valley Idols do at the Shea
39. Montague has a Pleasant one

42. Found at Diemand Farm
43. Montague City is one

DOWN

1. Most people read the Reparter
home

2. We hate it when the TFHS sports

teams do it

3. Half a town worker’s salary

increase (with 36 Across)

4. Cools town offices in the summer

5. What the Montague Congo

church bells did 350 times on

1011010

6. -de-France

7_lrmarie Jones specialty

8_What Turners Falls generate

9. Home of Peace Pagoda

11. Therefore

13. What one does at red light on

Avenue A

15. Murals at TFHS

16. Born in France

19. House eating insect

23. What our best student athletes

might become

24 Montague’s finest tow truck

operator

29 Half a 2008 presidential frontrun-

ner (candidate?) (with 38 Down)

31.A__ 'easter kept our plow oper-
ators busy this winter

32. Home to emus and strawberries
33. David Sullivan is the new one
34. Wood fire residue

36. What feels sore after the
Montague Road Race

38. The other half of 29 Down
40. Big box fighter Norman
41. Kappa Alpha

3 5 6 7]
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37

42

8:52 am. Assisted Bernardston police
with two car motor vehicle crash on

Main Street. Bernardston police tied up.
11:28 am. Arrested
straig|

warrant.

12:48 p.m. Report of upset male wallk—
ing up North Street. Subject calmed
down and returned home.

I:37 pm. Report of one car motor
vehicle accident. Car mnto sign post on
Route 2, near Prospect Street.
Massachusetts State Police handled it.
2:30 pm. Blue van off the road into
snow bank. Route 2 near Briclge Street.
Massachusetts State Police handled it.

Saturday, 2,/26

1:00 am. Car versus deer accident on
Route 2 at Qld State Road.
Massachusetts State Police handled it.
8:05 am. Wires down on Forest Street.
Wire removed and telephone company
advised.

1:30 pm. Dog oo.mPLainI: on Mountain
Road. Owner advised.

2:40 p.m. Criminal application issued to
for

tration or msurance.

Sunday, 2/27

9:50 pm. Walk-in to station reports

argument with his girlfriend. Wanted a

welfare check. Same chedked and is fine.

Monday, 2/28

1:29 p.m. Resident reported possible hit

and run, unknown location. Report

taken.

3:04 pm. Report of train blodking

crossing on Moore Street. SPake with

conductor and advised him of com-

plamt.

4:30 p.m. Accidental 911 call from

River Road. Found to be child playing

with phone.

11:20 p.m. Tree down on Route 2. On

arrival tree was removed.

Comedy at

the Shea
Saturday, March 5th

Featuring Dave Russo From NESN's
Digry Warer TV, with CaroLYN PLUMMER.

Dave Russo headlines Comedy af the
Shea. One of Boston's most animated acs,
Russo made a national splash on The EI
Network show The Eniertainer. He opened
for Las Vegas legend Wayne Newton, host-
ed his own show in Las Vegas, and
returned fo Boston where he's appeared on
the NESN Comedy All-Stars and Phantom

4 Govrmet. He akso
performs  shows
for troops regular-
ly on USO Tours
Overseas and in
the United States.

Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners Falls,
8 p.m_ (Doors open at 7 p.m_). Tickets $15
in advance, $17 on show night at the box
office. Tickets at World Eye Bookshop,

156 Main Street, Greenfield, or af
www.ShedComedy.com. Contact the Shed
Theater box office af (413) 863-2281.

Home/Office
413-659-0250

Bryan G. Hobbs
Remodeling Contractor

Blown Cellulose Insulation * Airsealing « Energy Audits
Replacement Doors & Windows * Roofing » Siding
Home Repairs * Spray Foam Insulation

Bryan G. Hobbs
94 South Prospect St.
Millers Falls

Simons & Simons

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
Gerry G. Simons

Thomas G. Simons (1942-2009)
Estates * Wills ® Real Estate

Personal Injury
P.O. Box 9 * Turners Falls

(418) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com

Hbth-Fnce

Computer Sakes & Service

Computer Solutions

Find us at:
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls!

www.about-facecomputers.com

We've Moved!

Phone: 413-863-5447

S

Turn your computer troubles punode §

[ ————

Domestic, Asian & European Ron Kelley, Owner | |3 |
. ) @ Great Rates, Fully Insured!
TN\ g )
o | C
o PLTER WHIERS & il - ~=7%
Eagle Automotive Y | ; Co-operatives
147 2nd Street, Tumners Falls ) HOUSE PAINTING ' e e s ‘
(413) 824-8111 < 3 ]
Engine Light [nterior 5 2 Wendell < BestLocalBank.com &
ABS/Brake Light f!f' Exlerior 978-544-6534 MA J Reach All Locaticns 772-0293 PR P
SRS/AIr Bag Light Complete Car and Truck Repalr | 19 _ o o e e o o s s s e s o vy Y Greenfield « Northfield + Sunderland  wensersr
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FRIDAY & SATURDAY

MARCH 4th and 5th

JaDuke Black Box Theater , Turmers Falls,
Baby with the Bathwater, 8 p.m. Also mati-
nee at 2 p.m. on Sunday March 6.

EVERY FRIDAY
AND SATURDAY night
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4th until

SUNDAY, APRIL 3rd

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: Told and Retold: Art Exhibit by
the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial
Associafion/Memorial Hall Museum.
Art created by Northfield Elementary
School students. Inspired by the BIG
READ of Tim O'Brien's novel, The
Things They Carried. Meet the young
artists on March 5th, 1 to 3 p.m_in the
Great Hall.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4th until

SUNDAY MARCH 27th

Barnes Gallery, Leverett: Peace Talk:
Art is the Childnren’s Voice, Exhibit
of Iragi Children’s art. Reception on
Sundy, March 6th 4 to 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4th
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites,
Reggae Fantastico, 9 to 11 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Pressure Relief, 930 p.m.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield. Makaya
McCraven, 9 pm.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rusty Belle,

KILLIGREW:

still prowdly serving

BROWN RICE SALAD

440 Gres
7 Dhay:

Wooden Dinosaur, 9:30 p.m.

Burrito Rojo, Tumers Falls: Shockazoba, 7
p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5th

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: Community Reception (see Told and
Retold: Art Exhibit, Friday, March 4th).
Meet Annie Diemand from cosponsor
Veteran's Education Project 1 to 3 p.m. in
the Great Hall.

Friday March 11th at 7 p.m.

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Earth Vibes, 8
p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Comedy at
the Shea, Dirty Water TV Comedy Host:
Dave Russo, 8 p.m.

The Gallery At Hallmark & The
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Tumers Falls
Community Film Project premiere of its first
film senies: 6Films. First local music and art
at The Gallery at Hallmark, where 6Films
will be shown. Then the celebration contin-
ues at The Rendezvous featuring music by
The Heather Maloney Band. Red carpet
(black tie optional). Buy tickets at
http://www turnersfallsfilmproject com/sixFi
Ims/premiere_php, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 6Films Premier
party with Heather Maloney and more, 9 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Ruby’s
Complaint, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nohody’s Fat, 9 fo 11
p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 6th

Montague Grange: Muffon and Mead fol-
low-up audition for the following roles:
Robin Hood, Friar Tuck, Four various Merry
Men, The (evil) Sheriff of Nottingham, Guy
Grisbourne, Two Sheriif's Deputies (bum-
bling & miscreant), The Tavern keeper as
well as several villagers and exiras,
www MuttonAndMead.com. The Festival
will be held on Saturday, June 18th, 2011,
on the grounds of the Millers Falls Rod &
Gun Club on Tumers Falls Road.

ENT

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

reat Falls Discovery Center CoHfechouse
featuring Ronald Meck, who sings traditional
Celtic and fold ballads, with his son Admian.

MONDAY, MARCH Tth

Hope & Olive, Greenfield: Free Soup and
Games Night, 5 to 8 pm. to benefit
Meadowedge Art for Children. All welcome!

THURSDAY, MARCH 10th
Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range, Classic
rock and dance music, 8 to 10 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Patty
Carpenter and John Weeks, jazz-ameri-
cana-blues gumbo, 8 p.m. Free.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: The Shea
PYP Series presents, The Crabgrass
Puppet Theater’'s production of The Day it
Snowed Torfillas, 10 am. and 1 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 11th
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: Coffeehouse Ronald Meck, who
sings traditional Celtic and fold ballads. His
son Adnan, joins him for toe-tapping jigs
and reels, 7 fo 9 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase Group,
acoustic driven originals, 9 to 11 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Jones
Trio with Snapdragaon Dance
Company, 9:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Benny and the Jets, Elton John
Tribute Band - National Touring
Company, One Show Only, 8 p.m.

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls:
The Fine and Dandy Trio,
Americana folk 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 11th until
SUNDAY, MARCH 23th

New England Youth Theatre,
Brattleboro: NEYT presents
Euripides’ epic seaside tragedy,
Hecuba. Friday & Saturday evening
at 7 p.m. with Saturday & Sunday
matinees at 2 p.m. www.neyt org.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12th
Arts Block Café, Greenfield: Sweethack
Sisters, 9 pm.

Deja Brew, Wendell: John Sheldon & Blue
Streak, 9 to 11 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Third Annual
St Paddy’s Caribbean Adventure, Island-
Irish Dance Night with an actual sandy
beach, 9:30 p.m. Free.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Celtic Heels.

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Adam
Bergeron, pianist, 1 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13th

Deja Brew, Wendell: An Irish Session,
Amanda Bernhard, Jonathan Hohl
Kennedy & Friends, 8 to 10 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Benefit for
Four Winds School in Gill from 4 to 7 p.m.
featuring TheManeuvers, Michael Stamm,
O'Malley’s Tears.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT Karaoke,
8 p.m. Free.

Greenfield's Market: Juxtfapositions:
Poetry and Images and Sounds, Poet Mary
Clare Powell exhibit, reading, and music, 4
fo 5 pm.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Quizmaster
Chad’s quiz nite quiz, 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17th

Deja Brew, Wendell. St. Patty’s Day,

Bombogenesis, bluegrass, new acoustic
with some good old Irish drinking tunes
thrown in, 8 to 10 p.m.

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Shag, 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Paddy’s
Ramble, Celtic, roots, rock, 8 p.m. Free.

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th and 25th
SATURDAY, MARCH 19th and 26th

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Country
Players present London Suite, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Lounge, 7 p.m. Free.

Lenny’s

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie & The
Mud, Blood & Beer Band, singing all your
Johnny Cash favorites, 9 to 11 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 19th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockif Queer,
the dance party, 9:30 p.m.

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Shockazoba, 8
p.m.

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House, Old
Wendell Town Hall: Primate Fiasco, Richard
Lent, Fingerstyle solo guitar, and Joe Laur,
original songs and guitar, 7-30 p.m.
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A Taste of Italy

We Deliver Now

Thu - Sun Nights

Fri. Mar. 4th 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Lenny Zarcone singing
Frank Sinatra Songbook and more

Great Specials Everyday

BEER PONG TOURNY
Sat. 9 pm Start
$20 pay per team.
Sign up required
Cash Prizes for winners!

[
Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Fridays and Safurdays il 10:00 p.m.

413-423-3100
20 French King Highway (Route 2) Erving

Full Liquor License

THE BRICK ROUSE

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
Weekly Feature:
GREAT FALLS
CREATIVE MOVEMENT

Creative Movement for Kids -
Dance with your Toddler
Mondays, 10:00 to 10:45 a.m.
Creative Movement for Adults
Fridays, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

More detailed info, including rates at
movenentstudio. wordpress.conm.
Contact | Registration at
studio. movemeni@gmail.com.
(413) 863-9576
24 Third St., Turners Falls, 01376
www.brickhousecommunityorg

GREENFIELD
CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www_gardencinemas.net
Showtimes for

Friday March.4th to Sun March 6th
1. THE ADJUSTMENT
BUREAU PGl13 DTS
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:00
2. RANGO PG DTS
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:00
3. THE KING’S SPEECH R
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30
3. DRIVE ANGRY IN 3D R
DAILY 9:00
4, JUST GO WITH IT PGl13
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15
5. UNKNOWN PG13
DAILY 12:15 6:45
S.IAM NUMBER 4 PGI13
DAILY 3:15 9:15

Friday, 3/4 9 to 11 p.m.
The Equaltes, Reggae
Saturday, 3/5 91to 11 p.m.
Nobody’s Fat, Jazz Trio
Thursday 3/10 8 to 10 p.m.
Free Range, rock/dance
Friday, 3/11 9 to 11 p.m.
Richard Chase Group, Acoustic

978-544-BREW

5TA Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

www. DejaBrewFPub.com
A 3

LUNCH&
BRUNCH!

THURS 3/3 7:30 FREE
FALLTOWN STRING BAND

FRI3/4 930 $5

RUSTY BELLE
WOODEN DINOSAUR

SAT3/5 9m $6
6Films

premiere party w.

Heather Maloney
L2 |

THEVOO.NET 473-883-2856

AUTO RATES GOING UP?
We forecast a flurry of

DISCOU

A H.Rist

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

413.863.4373

NTS!

www.ahrist.com
159 Ave A Tumners Falls

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A

PO Box 48
Tumers Falls, MA
413-863-0433

professionally managed by:

HallKeen Management, Inc.
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St.

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA

DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNVHS
CISVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH &
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~
o il CD'S/REEL TO REEL/8 TRACK/WIRE
AND OTHER FORMATS.

o/
‘MULTIPLE COPIES QUICK AS A BUNNY~

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA

‘Greenfield Imported Ca
Formerly
SALES ® SERVICE * PARTS

&P\ GICP.com (parts: 774-2819}(‘?\ 1

WHERE Economy IS KING

AFroRDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRe-OwNED CARs
Toyota, Honda, Subaru, Hyundai

.

413-774-5517
335 High Street, Greenfield
greenfieldimportedcars.com (sales)

r Sales
LaBelle & Leitner

Free Checking!

Free Gift

Linda Ackerman

195 Avenue A, Turners Falls

413-863-4316
www.gregnfieldsavings.com
Member FOIC @ Memiter OF

@ GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK

s Cotivall (413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259
» " @ é\' GREENFIELD, MA 01301
Xaperly Mkangar LAPINE@VERIZON.NET
Checking - Todd Cousino
— G 'l; ! VIDEO GAMESETC. Owner
I OV8 11!

and Machines.

1,000’s of DVD’s

Buy, Sell, Trade
Games, Electronics, and More!

New & Vintage Video Games

229b Main St.
Greenfield, MA
01301

Phone: (413) 772-0044
E-mail: vgect@yahoo.com
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BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - It would
be tempting to call these late
February snows Poor Man’s
Fertilizer, and thus a sign of
upcoming spring.

Unfortunately, that is not the
case, as the nitrogen enrichment
of end of winter snow only
comes when the late wet snow
falls on open, semi-thawing
ground.

This recent accumulation of
another soggy six inches on top
of what still amounts to three feet
or so in the yard is just what it is:
more snow. For most, there’s no

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK

delight left in it.

If you are feeling
demoralized by this end-
less winter, it’s time to
mark your calendar for
the annual Simith College
Bulb show, which opens
on Saturday, March 5th
and runs  through
Sunday, March 20th.
This splendid. enormous
display of over 5,000
bulbs really begins in
October, when the col-
lege horticultural students pot up
crocus, hyacinth, narcissus, iris,
lily and tulip bulbs in pots of dirt
and place them in cold storage.

Last month, these potted
bulbs were transferred to the
greenhouse and exposed to
increasing warmth, forcing them
into simultaneous bloom for this
early March delight.

This century-old tradition
draws large crowds of the winter
weary and is best viewed on a
weekday, if possible. This year
will also feature three related
exhibits in the Church exhibition

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION

gallery of the conservatory:
“Experiencing Plants through
Art.” “Photomicroscopy of
Conservatory Microbes,” and
“Kindergarteners’ View of the
Spring Bulb Show.”

Annually, this show also fea-
tures a garden theme as well as
such forced native shrubbery as
flowering cherry, pussy willows
and forsythia. It’s also a pleasure
to revisit the ongoing exhibits of
orchids, the tropical and fern
rooms and the arid desert spaces.

The conservatory is accessi-
ble with limited parking on
College Lane as well as the main
road. The bulb show is open
from 8:30 am. - 4:00 p m. daily
and is free for the viewing, with
a donation towards the cost of
the bulbs encouraged.

Don’t miss this annual dose of
spring tonic as we face the month
of March, which can bring
almost any weather in New
England.

The seeds of cold crops start-
ed a week ago have begun to ger-
minate. The first is Red Fire, a

beautiful green leaved lettuce
appropriately tinged with red at
the edges. First seen as green
hoops, pushing up the soil, these
will soon sport seedlings with
their first leaves. I am uncovering
the flat now in full sun, and then
replacing the plastic lid at night-
fall to keep the moisture in.

Within the next week. all of
the leafy crops, lettuce spring
mix, spinach and kale should
have emerged, followed by the
beets, onions and leeks.

‘When the lid of the flat is lift-
ed in the early mornings, a damp
earthy smell enters the room,
fecund and redolent of growth
and the promise of harvest to
come. In a couple of weeks it will
be time to thin these seedlings to
just a couple per two inch cell,
then down to one, so that when
the earth has thawed there will be
strong plants ready to set out for
the earliest possible harvest of
salad greens.

By the second or third week of
March it will be time to start the
more fragile warm weather

crops, like tomatoes and peppers.

It no longer seems like an
interminable wait for the garden
season. Even indoors in the sun-
room I’ll have the pleasure of
putting my hands in the dirt, of
transplanting new life and antici-
pating edible crops.

This evolution is one of the
gifts of New England. While the
winters are long, we can always
anticipate the change in the sea-
son to come. If the heat seems
prolonged. we know the cool of
autumn will follow.

It’s easy to complain about the
cold and the heat, the over-water-
ing and then the drought. But
that’s what makes a part of being
a New Englander and explains
why, though we may complain,
few of us stray long from this
place of our birth. There is pride
in enduring, and there is pleasure
in the swings and changes of the
seasons. There is even joy in the
unpredictability.

So begins the month of March
with all of its variety. Folklore
says it will come in like a lion
and end like a lamb. Well, we
shall see. What we do know for
certain is that spring is on the
other side.

Happy garden starting!

CUMBY'’S from pg 10
many concerned residents and
business owners, that a memo-
randum of understanding exists
between DCR’s precursor, the
Department of Environmental
Management (DEM), which used
to run state parks. and the town of
Montague. Ramsey noted some
of the planning documents for the
site go back as far as 1985.
Recent tenants, the Deerfield
Valley Art Association, found the
leaking roof and mold build-up
troubling, and are no longer rent-
ing the building. Their tenancy
had always expected to be short-

term, Janke said.

This winter, Ramsey said he
has been emptying up to seven
buckets of water a week from the
building, and believes the roof
should be fixed right away. While
the building has “no architectural
significance.” Ramsey said, “It is
savable and it is advisable to
reuse buildings in town when
possible.”

MCTV station manager Robin
Mide described to EDIC mem-
bers Andrew Killeen, Nathanial
Donovan, Linda Ackerman, and
Ramsey their proposal to become
a long-term tenant of the building

Storics

from the

Limited first-run printing,

coming soon!

Call Lyn to reserve your copy:

413-863-4779

$20 - ($22.50 for home delivery)

West Along the River will be

available at the Great Falls
Discovery Center and at

‘The Mlontague Beporter office

‘in Turners Falls, and at the
51 By i
Don’t miss it!

with public access TV studios,
gallery space, offices and confer-
ence rooms for RiverCulture,
MCTYV, and the MBA, and a wel-
come center for visitors to town.
Plans have been drawn up for the
interior redesign of the 2200
square foot building by MCTV in
an effort to “complement and
enhance the offerings of the
Discovery Center and encourage
Turners Falls revitalization,” said
Mide.

Members of the EDIC and the
audience all agreed the location
was a “prime piece of real estate”
in town, as Killeen described it.
He expressed concern that any
plans for the building ought to
include enhancing the town’s
commercial economy, while oth-
ers, including RiverCulture direc-
tor Lisa Davol, noted that a 2004
town planning document sug-
gested the building ought to be
used for the arts and Turners Falls
revitalization, and that commer-
cial use was not allowed there.

Given the need to consult
with outside agencies and to
review a lot of documentation,
Ackerman made it clear that “no

decisions would be made
tonight™ on the MCTV proposal.
Donovan later commented,

“We’re all in favor of children’s

‘,-D‘Emmn PHOTO

The former Cumberland Farms building in Turners Falls awaifs creative reuse.

activities in town, but we’re not
able to move forward” on the
parks and recreation proposal for
an outdoor art installation, “as
presently constituted.”

In his presentation to the
EDIC, director of parks and
recreation John Dobosz said
while he was reviewing activities
his department provides, he saw
a need for more arts and crafts
related activities. After discus-
sions with town schools and area
artists, the parks and recreation
commission recommended
working with Landry and others
during summer programming to
have children make a two-sided

semi-permanent mural (incorpo-
rating the cityscape of the town
and the Connecticut River) for
the old Cumberland Farms site.

Landry noted how much pride
area children have taken in creat-
ing art for the Youth Sculpture
Park on Canal Street and other
areas in town.

However, Davol questioned
whether the proposal for a chil-
dren’s mural fit in with the
town’s strategy on public art.
“Public art is for the community,
not the artists, and it must relate
to the community,” she said.
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EMAIL: MARY LGU@COH NANDCOMPANY.COM

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

COMPANY

— e T
Real Estate Agency
117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 - Home: 413-863-4568

COHN &

GREENFIELD 2
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SOLAR ELECTRIC

Solar Store of Greenfield
2 _Fiske Ave, Greenfield » 413-772-3122
www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com * Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5

Wednesday Wine Specials o
Glass 85, Baottle $20, Appetizers $10

RistorRANTE DiPAoOLO

GREAT ITALIAN FOOD

Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441

1* & 3 Thurs Jazz

O

MUSIC
MOVIES

JODKAIL T ONTAGUECENTER | 1 008

www.thegilltavern.com

326 Main Road, Gill, MA

Mike and Tony's Pizzeria __ff

fabulous dining,
great music, neon art,
full liquor bav,

and the best pizza!

[ TN [ I
The(5ill Tavern

Come For a drink, stay For a meal

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PMm
413-863-9006






