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Office 
Rehab 

Planned 
for Gill 

Town Hall 

1ng is Sweet 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - Roger Augustine, 
of Augustine Builders in 
Gill, came before the 
selectboard on Monday, 
March 21st in response to 
a letter the town sent to 
three local contractors 
soliciting bids for con
structing individual 
offices for the town clerk, 
the tax collector, and the 
town administrative 
assistant. Privacy and 
security issues, and pro
tection of computer data, 
prompted the board to 
look into partitioning off 
the Main Road side of the 
clear-spanned first floor 
meeting room at the town 
hall, where the staff have 
their desks and files. 

Selectboard member 
Phil Maddern recom
mended the offices be 
constructed with glass 
fronted walls, minimally 
attached to the dropped 
ceiling, to maintain a 
feeling of openness and 
accessibility. He also 
suggested building with a 
mind toward future alter
ations. "I've been here 
too long, I guess. No 
matter what you do, two 
years later you've got to 
do it over." 

Augustine said he 
would draw up plans to 
meet those criteria, and 
submit a bid. He thought 
lightweight birch luan 
doors might be suitable 
for the offices, so the 
lightly attached glass 
walls would be able to 
withstand an irate citizen 
slamming one of them. 

Augustine also offered 
to draw up plans and sub
mit a bid for reconstruct
ing the front steps to the 
town hall, which have 
been subject to frost 
heave and cracking. The 
steps have separated 

see GILL pg 5 

LEARNING TO FLY FISH 
Part I 

Ariel Jones of Turners Falls practices her casting technique. 

BY ARIEL JONES 
GREAT FALLS - A few 
years ago, while still liv
ing in New York City, I 
began to daydream about 
learning to fly fish. I can
not remember anything in 
particular which led to 
this desire, so antithetical 

:::y~~: ~ 
duct1ve ~-~ 
city life. 
Along the way I received 
an inexpensive fly rod and 
creel for my birthday one 
summer, and a fishing 
vest some time later, but I 

still had done nothing 
about actually beginning 
to fish. 

By May of 2000, I had 
decided to leave New 
York and move to Turners 
Falls to open a photo stu
dio in western 

see FISHING pg 10 

·pley Farm 
BY JEFF SINGLETON 
MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
sap ran late this year. Over at 
Ripley Farm, Gary Billings did 
not start his annual maple symp 
boil in earnest until the third 
week in March. Working at a 
steady pace, he skims a layer of 
foam off the top of the boiling 
sap, adjusts the spout on the 
evaporator, and pushes wood 
into the firebox. A visitor asks 
how the maple symp is flowing, 
and Billings responds, "Steady, 
but not gushing. That's good, in 
a way, because we have time to 
get to it all." 

Billings is the owner of 
Ripley Farm on Chestnut Hill, 
cunently the largest producer of 
maple symp in Montague. He 
taps over 2000 maple trees and 

see SAP pg 9 

Starlite Diner 
Closes 

BY LAENA SANTOS 
ERVING - The Starlite 
Diner will close Monday, 
March 28th, following six 
years of serving home
style American cuisine to 
local customers and 
tourists alike. While sum
mer was always the road
side restaurant's busiest 
season, owner Pam 
Tierney said she was usu
ally able to smvive the 
winters. But such is no 
longer the case. 

"Unfo1ttmately it's the 
way of the world these 
days," Tierney said. "It's 
the same with many small 
restaurants and small 
businesses. It's the econo
my. It's hard to survive. If 
people want to shop they 
go to Hadley and they eat 
there, too. Unfo1ttmately, 
they don't stay in town." 

The Starlite Diner has 
been on the market for 
about a year with 
Tierney's cunent realtor 

and she said "there's been 
some interest" by poten
tial buyers. During the 
last two weeks she auc
tioned off about half of 
the items inside the 
restaurant's dining room 
and said she is ready to 
begin the next chapter of 
her life. 

Tierney has lived in 
Erving for 16 years, since 
marrying her husband 
Tim Tierney, owner of the 
Rose Ledge Companies. 
Before opening her own 
restaurant, she worked at 
Countree Living in 
Millers Falls and then 
raised four children. 

"It was a lifelong 
dream and I'm glad I did 
it, and I'm done," said 
Tierney, who plans to take 
the summer off and catch 
up on her home life. 
"Come fall I'll have to do 
something. My son does
n't think I'll last that 
long," she laughed. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

All in Free 

Ollie 
Ollie is a four-year-old male 

brown tiger shorthair cat in need 
of a good home. He is a hand
some lion of a cat with a couple 
extra toes to help suppo1t his big 
bulk. He used to be a stray but 
uses the litter box quite nicely. 
He is an easy-going and laid
back fellow, one of our beloved 
big-headed boys, very sweet and 
friendly. He is OK with kids and 
other cats and maybe even dogs. 

To learn more about adopting 
Ollie, please contact the Dakin 
Animal Shelter in Leverett at 
548-9898 or via email at 
info@dakinshelter.org. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
B□□KS & EPHEMERA 

.;1KS; 
BUYING AND SELLING 

USED BOOKS 
32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR 

SHELBURNE FALLS 

ndole@crodier.com dosed Mondays 

Diamond 
Ceiling White 

40% off 
FRI-SAT-MON 

MARCH 25th, 26th, 28th 

187 Avenue A. Turners Falls • 863-4346 

95 Years of Paint Know-How 
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Carnegie library News 
New Story Hour Topics 

My story hour topics 
for the month of April 
have changed. Also we 
will be celebrating 
National Poetiy Month 
each week by including 
poems in each weekly 
program. 

Bunny Foo-Foo 
April 20th Fabulous 

Frogs - Beth Bazler, 
environmental educator 
from Northfield 
Motmtain, will present 
the program. 

April 6th Takes 
From China 

April 27th Terrific 
Trees to celebrate Arbor 
Day. 

April 13th Little 

Friends of the Montague 
Reporter Meeting 

GENERATES IDEAS 
AND INSPIRATION 

BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Tuesday evening, March 22nd, 
15 enthusiastic people gathered 
for the first meeting of the 
Friends of the Montague 
Reporter. They came from 
Montague, Gill, Petersham, 
Provence, and even Greenfield 
to show their suppo1t for the 
paper, which is two and half 
years old and growing. If the 
turnout and energy of the group 
is any indication of the commu
nity's support for the paper, the 
Reporter's future is indeed a 
bright one. 

As those gathered introduced 
themselves and shared their rea
sons for attending, it became 
clear the paper's base of suppo1t 
is as diverse as the communities 
it serves. Participants included 
regular contributors, a farmer, a 
retired citizen, a business owner 
and a teenager. They listened as 
editor David Detmold spoke of 
the paper's histo1y, goals and 
possible projects. These include 
grant writing, internships with 
local schools, an increase in the 
number of subscriptions, help 
with layout, better coverage of 
religious activities and sports, 
movie and restaurant reviews 
and a regular crossword puzzle. 

While the paper continues to 
expand its geographic coverage, 
due to a need for in-depth cov
erage of surrounding towns, 
Detmold warned against spread
ing the paper's capacity too thin, 
and reininded the group the 
paper's sti·ength lies in develop
ing the tmderstanding of what it 
is to live in a specific place. 
Cunently, the paper se1ves the 
five villages of Montague, Gill, 
Eiving, and Wendell, with occa
sional news of nearby towns. 

While a table covered with 
homemade brownies, chips and 
hummus enticed the gathering, 
the conversation remained 
focused on the needs of the 
paper and on the group's will
ingness to address specific pro
jects to enhance its longterm 
stability. It was agreed the paper 
needed to invite more writers, in 
particular those with interests or 
viewpoints that had not found a 
regular place in its pages so far. 
Dan Botkin called for "provoca
tive writing of enduring high 
quality," saying that a well-writ
ten paper would sell itself. 
Others such as Arthur Evans 
thought it would be a good idea 
to raise funds for the paper 
through a merchandising strate
gy including t-shirts and coffee 
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FACES & PLACES 

Fun in the park 

mugs. Detmold thought the idea 
of coffee and newspapers was a 
nahrral fit. 

Others agreed to reach out to 
local religious institutions to 
provide more news of their 
activities and events, some 
agreed to work on specific 
grant-writing projects for the 
non-profit commtmity-owned 
paper, and others gave thought 
to improving the visibility of the 
paper at news outlets and stores 
where the paper is sold. A few 
friends simply offered to help 
when and how they could, 
depending on need. Participants 
stressed the impo1tance of the 
Montague Reporter as a com
munity resource, and said they 
intended to work as a group for 
its continued success. Filled 
with ideas and enthusiasm, the 
group response affumed that the 
paper has become an integral 
part of the area's vibrant life, 
and an important source of 
info1mation for our readers. 

"A newspaper for the people, 
by the people," declared Flore, a 
regular contributor to the paper 
and an experienced French jour
nalist, sojourning in Montague 
Center. 

For those interested in 
attending the second meeting of 

the Friends of the Montague 
Reporter, mark your calendars 
for Tuesday, April 19th at 7 
p.m., downstairs at the Brick 
House on Third Street in 
Turners Falls. 

Call 863-8666 for further 
info1mation. 

Nursing Home 
Ombudsmen Training 

Become a certified volunteer 
ombudsman, a ti·ained advo
cate for residents of nursing 
and rest homes. Visit residents 
weekly to monitor conditions 
and care and provide a voice 
for those unable to speak for 
themselves. The national 
ombudsman program is man
dated by the state and federal 
government. Topics covered 
include "Laws and 
Regulations", "Residents' 
Rights", "The Role of the 
Ombudsman", and "Complaint 
Resolution". If you are interest
ed in volunteering, contact 
Barbara Levy, Ombudsman 
Program Director at Franklin 
County Home Care Corp., 
( 413) 773-5555 for info and an 
application. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES March 28th -April 1st 
MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Fdday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. Advanced registration 
at many of our activities is 
necessary. We need to know 
how many people will be join
ing so we can be prepar·ed. A 
suggested donation of $1 per 
exercise class is appreciated. 
Meal rese1vations need to be 
made a day in advance by 11 
a.m. Messages can be left on 
the machine when the center is 
closed. Mealsite Manager is 
Cluis Richer. The center offers 
a hot noon meal weekdays to 
any senior. Transpo1tation to 
the center can be provided. 
Trip coordinator is Jean 
Chase. Make trip rese1vations 
by calling 772-6356. Payment 
and menu choice is due tlu·ee 
weeks prior to trip. All 
Hawthorne trips leave from 

the par·king lot on First Street 
across from the Police Station. 

Monday, 28th 
9:45 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 p.m. Crafts 
Tuesday, 29th 
9:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 30th 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 31st 
1 p.m. Pitch 
5 p.m. 1RIAD Meeting and din
ner at Tumeis Falls High School 
Fliday, 1st 
9:45 a.m. Aeiooics 
11 a.m. PACEAeiooics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Elvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday tlu·ough 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. For info1mation 

and rese1vations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at (413) 423-3308. Lunch 
daily at 11 :30 a.m. with reser
vations a day in advance by 11 
a.m. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical necessi
ty by calling Dana Moore at 
(978) 544-3898. 

Monday, 28th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libra1y 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, 29th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Wednesday, 30th 
10 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 31st 
9:00 a.m. Aeiubics 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 

Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transpo1tation. 
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District Towns Improve 
the Environment by 

Recycling 

Who are Our 
Workforce Development 

Leaders in 2005? 
BY JAN AMEEN 
GREENFIELD - Ever wonder 
whether the paper, glass, plas
tic, and cans you recycle add up 
to anything? The Franklin 
County Solid Waste 
Management District can 
answer that. In 2004, the 21 
towns in the district recycled 
5,248 tons of material. Across 
the district as a whole, residents 
recycled 34.5 percent of their 
discarded material, rather than 
sending it to a landfill or incin
erator. 

The Solid Waste District 
recently entered the towns' 2004 
recycling data into a calculator 
created by the Northeast 
Recycling Council to detemline 
the unseen benefits of recycling. 
With their 5,248 tons of recy
cling, district towns reduced 
greenhouse gases equivalent to 
taking 1,920 cars off the road, 
saved enough energy to power 
390 households for a year, and 

recycled enough paper products 
to save 33,948 trees! 

It's impressive to see how the 
effo1ts of many individuals add 
up to make a significant differ
ence to the environment. It's 
also impo1tant to note that recy
cling saves towns money com
pared to the cost of disposal. 

Fifteen towns had a recy
cling rate over thirty percent, 
and five topped fo1ty percent. 
The towns with the highest 
recycling rates were Whately, 
44.8%; Orange, 44.2%; Colrain, 
43.7%; Montague, 42.6%; and 
Buckland, 41.6%. 

For more information about 
recycling or the Franklin 
County Solid Waste 
Management District, call 413-
772-2438 or visit the website at 
www.franklincountywastedis
trict.org. 

Last year, the Franklin 
Hampshire Regional 
Employment Board recognized 
three area employers as 
Workforce Development 
Leaders in our region. The com
panies were the Community 
Health Center of Franklin 
County, Easthampton Savings 
Bank, and Hillside Plastics. We 
are looking for three more fums 
to recognize this year 

The REB looks for some of 
the following characteristics 
when selecting companies: 

• A company that is generally 
known as "a good place to 
work" 

• A company with a reputa
tion for "investing" in workers 

• A company that is private 
sector but public-spirited: visi
ble and active in community 
affairs which impact their 
employees' lives. 

Companies are n01ninated by 
someone from the community, 
including but not limited to 

Habitat for Humanity 
Seeks Families 

BY DORIS MCLEOD 
TURNERS FALLS - Pioneer 
Valley Habitat for Humanity 
will begin work this spring on 
the constmction of two single
family homes in Tumers Falls. 
The site for the buildings is on 
the comer of 2nd and "L" 
Streets. 

A planning group will meet 
on Wednesday, March 30th, at 
7:00 p.m. at St. James Episcopal 
Church on Federal Street in 
Greenfield. 

Anyone interested in voltm
teering in any way is invited. 
Pioneer Valley Habitat for 

Humanity is now accepting 
applications for the 2nd and L 
Street homes. 

A meeting for all those inter
esting in applying will be held 
on April 7th at 7:00 pm. at First 
Congregational Church of 
Tumers Falls, 148 L Street. 

Habitat for Humanity selects 
pa1tner families on the follow
ing criteria: Need, which means 
that present housing is not ade
quate and the family is tmable to 
obtain adequate housing 
through conventional means. 
Ability to pay, which means a 
family will be making afford-

able payments on a no-interest 
mortgage to purchase their 
home. Applicants must meet the 
guidelines of having income 
between 30% and 50% of the 
median income for the area. 
Willingness to partner with 
Habitat, which means putting in 
many hours of "sweat equity" in 
helping to build the house and 
working with the organization 
in other ways. 

Those unable to attend the 
meeting are encouraged to call 
the Habitat office at 413/586-
5430 for further info1mation. 

Concerned about Montague? 
Montague town clerk John Zywna info1ms us the following precincts still have open 
seats for town meeting members in the upcoming May elections. Three-year te1ms are 
going begging in Precinct 2, Millers Falls and Lake Pleasant (3); Precinct 3, eastern Hill 
section (2); Precinct 4, western Hill section (2); Precinct 5, downtown Tmners Falls (2); 
and Precinct 6, Montague City and the Patch (2). Also up for grabs, a two-year seat in 
Precinct 2 and a one-year seat in Precinct 5. To qualify for the ballot, candidates must 
gather the signatmes of 10 registered voters in their precinct on their nominating 
papers, available at the town clerk's office. Papers must be turned in no later than 5 p.m. 
on Monday, March 28th. Town meeting members get together two or three times a year 
to pass town and school budgets and vote on major issues from agricultmal preserva
tion to zoning changes. Town politics is not a spectator spo1t. Now's your chance to get 
involved. 

Support our 

Advertisers! Tell 
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CarpeTech 
Residential and Commercial 

Cleaning, window washing, floor stripping and waxing, pressure cleaning 

Under new 
ownership: 
Tim Vassar, 
proprietor 

CarpeTech 

"Dave's still he<e" 

i@: 

at your 
service for 

over 30 
years in the 

Pioneer Valley 

employees, other companies, or 
those associated with economic, 
business or workforce develop
ment in the region. What com
pany comes to your mind? 
Please send your nomination by 
Monday, April 4th, 2005 to the 
FHREB, One Arch Place, 
Greenfield MA 01301 or email 
it to tbreb@crocker.com. Just 
write a few lines about the com
pany and why you think they 
deserve recogmtlon as a 
Workforce Development 
Leader. Please include your 
phone number so the REB can 
call you for more info1mation. 

"It's j1181 a stone's 1l1roiV from reality." 
Groceries - Videos • Home Baked Goods 

Beer - Wine - liquor 

MON • ~~n~l~~fAY a.a 
Lockes Village Rd. 

1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

Strength Train Mt40 to 60 
Minutes Weekly for Benefits 

In jusl two 20-to 3t ninule workouts a 
week, yo gain strengll , increase bone 
density, , 1aintain muse! a111d lose fat 
Oon'l lei I e news scare you - starl 
wilh a manageable µIan for )'OU. Call 
lhc Y)iCA al 773-3616 lo find out how. 

YMCA in Greenfield 
451 Hain Sireet, Gl!eltfield, HA 01301 • 773-3646 

Eat In or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUBSADILLAS 

Now serving 
'!Peoples Pint .Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon· Sat 11 :30 am· 9 pm 

r. - - -
1bi@Y®les 
I unlin1ited 

413-m-2100 
322 High Street Greenfield 
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An Invitation 
to Artisans 

Submissions sought for Great 

Falls Alt Fest on the grotmds 
of the Discove1y Center in 

Tumers Falls from 10 am. - 5 

pm. on Saturday, April 30th. 

Altist subinission deadline is 
April 4th. Glass, fiber a1t, 
wood, ceramics, photography, 

sculpture and other media are 

all welcome. Contact the Brick 
House for an application at 

(413) 863-9576 or info@the
brickhouseinc.org. 

SUGAR ON SNOW 
SUPPER 

Montague Congregational 
Church 

Saturday April 2nd 

Two sittings: 5 and 6 p.m. 

Family Style menu. $9 adults; 

$4 children under 12. 

Reservations: 367-2736. 

Vitamins 
Natural Supplements 

& Body Care 
Organic & Locally Grown 

Produce 
Full Line of Natural Groceries 

Regional Specialties 
Full Deli: 

Entrees, Sandwiches, Soups, 
Salad Bar 

European Bakery: 
Artisan Breads, Pastries, 

Desserts, Wedding 
& Occasion Cakes 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

1 44 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

Proud of our roots on A venue A! 
(Formerly the Montague Food Coop) 

25 Years and Growing 

- - - ii 

I 
I 

~eporter (413) 772-6970 
P.O. Box 161, Greenfield, MA01302 L www.bikes-unlimited.com good until April 15th with this ad 1 --------
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Spring At Last 
A friend came by the office 

Tuesday night and brought a 
sweet gift of new maple syrup, 
in a small pint jar. Yesterday, 
before the snow flew again, a 
teaspoon of his homely gift fla
vored moming beverages with a 
taste as old as the hills, as new 
as spring sap, connecting us 
again to the land, the people 
who have tended it and worked 
it and ha1vested its gifts for gen
erations beyond count. There is 
no gift like the product of one's 
hands, working with the natural 
resources of the Earth in season. 

At the ragged end of winter, 
we all yeam for the glad colors 
of crocuses and daffodils, 
already pushing to bloom 
against the rust red bricks by the 
south facing downtown walls. 
Deprived of warmth and color 
since November, each setback 
Old Man Wmter deals out only 
makes us more impatient. The 
crusted snow in comer lots, the 

salt rimed sand blowing down 
the littered streets pain the eye 
like a recurring hangover on a 
months-long bender. Enough 
ah·eady, give us shirtsleeves, 
people on their stoops again, 
and flowers. 

If we make a fuss about 
maple syrup, we've got eve1y 
right. Pour it on pancakes with a 
melting pat of butter and dream 
of fiddleheads to come, then 
sweet peas germinating, and 
soon, before you know it, the 
hectic fever of spinach, baby 
lettuce, radishes and pansies. 
When the Farmers Market 
opens in May, sure as clock
work, the locksmith parks his 
van and asks if they have peach
es yet. We don't blame him. We 
can hardly wait to taste them. 

The trees have long memo
ries, and remember springtime 
in their blood. Spring is sweet. 
Don't make us wait another day. 

Poetry Page 
invitation for submissions 

The Montague Reporter will begin featur
ing a monthly poetry page in April, to coin
cide with National Poetry Month. The 
poetry page editors - Chris J ank:e and Chris 
Sawyer-Laucanno - warmly welcome our 
readers to submit poems, (with the name of 
the poet and title of the poem at the top of 
each page) for consideration to: 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net, 
or to 
poems, Montague Reporter, 
24 Third Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. 
The editors rese1ve the right of final selection for publication. 

·;:..=./':-----------------------· :oo SIGN ME UP! 
Now only $20 for 26 issues! 

urbe ;fflontague 3R-eporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name 

Address 

Town ________ State_Zip __ _ 
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Wildlife Continues to Plague 
Gill Residents 

Now that the deer have 
gnawed the shrubbe1y down to 
bare branches, the raccoon is 
gone from the garage, and rabid 
foxes having met their maker, 
you would think everything had 
quieted down on the Gill 
wildlife front. Wrong. Just this 
past week on a trip to Boston, 
my car seemed sluggish and 

gave poor gas mileage. Then the 
"Check Engine" light came on. I 
bought a new air cleaner ele
ment, figuring the air cleaner 
needed changing. It did. Big 
time. Tums out the air cleaner 
had a bit of an obstruction---a 
mouse, chipmunk, or squirrel 
had built a nest inside the air 
cleaner. The rodent is gone but 

he, or she, left plenty of fur up 
against the air cleaner element. 
So, if you see a naked chipmunk 
running around, it's mine. 
Chances are, it's probably in 
downtown Boston, looking for 
another air cleaner to inhabit. 

- Joseph A- Parzych 
Gill 

Wendell Peace Vigil Receives 
Sound Advice 

About 30 Wendell residents their candles from the wind 
met at the town common on with paper cups and plastic 
Sunday evening, March 20th soda bottles and shifted from 
at 6:00 p.m. for a candlelight foot to foot, and sang, and 
vigil marking the second tried to keep waim. The police 
anniversaiy of America's inva- chief drove by, then pai·ked 
sion of fraq. People shielded and walked back to ask what 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Hosted by the Wendell Women} Club 

SATURDAY, MARCH 26 • 10 A.M. TO NOON 
AT THE WENDELL TOWN OFFICE BUILDING 
Also featuring~ coloring, and a bake sale 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 978- 544-2928-

1~t Annual ~a~fQt ~gg 1-lunt 
~~~\ ~ Saturday, March 26 - 1 0:00am 

-..J 1~ CY C} Pcskeomskut Park, Avenue A, Turners Falls 
I .,c_; /_ /?' 
if \V Children ages 4 to 12 are invited to take part in Ymat will 

) 
A l>e a great community tradition tor years to come. Kids 

71 Qi . ~ will have the challenge of finding well over 2,000 candy 

\
l / ✓ and toy-filled eggs that will be placed throughout the park. 
-Y,-J 
if Event Co-Sponsors 

The Montague Elks & Greenfield Savings Bank 

the gathe1ing was about. After 
being told, he responded, 
"Don't get hit by a cai·." 

The gathering broke up 
well after dai-k. 

-Josh Heinemann 
Wendell 
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GUEST t;,i EDITORIALS 

War Should Be a Titne of Sacrifice for Everyone 
BY CHUCK COLLINS 
JAMAICA PLAIN - In one 
America, we hold bake sales to 
buy Kevlar bulletproof vests for 
family members deployed to 
Iraq. In another America, lobby
ists press to abolish the estate 
tax, America's only tax on accu
mulated wealth. This will 
ensure that the children of mul
timillionaires, who are not los
ing sleep over insufficient body 
a1mor, will harvest unlimited 
inheritances into the millions 
and billions. As we mark the 
second anniversary of the Iraq 
mission, there is a stunning 
inequality of sacrifice on the 
home front. The Bush adminis
tration and congressional lead
ers have shown little interest in 
the symbolism, let alone prac
tice, of shared sacrifice. There 
are no tire drives, no calls for 
rationing, nor any moral duty to 
share in the costs of the war. 

The war managers are deter-

BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE CITY - You are 
right to think it was I picketing 
between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m., at 
the Common of Montague 
Center, last Sunday. Sadly 
enough, I was the only living 
soul of my species, pacing to 
and fro, stating my obvious 
political views, along with six 
other eloquent souls. Where 
were you, all you rebels and 
wolf species? Sadly domesti-

GILL 
continued from pg 1 
from the building's foundation, 
and might cause an unwaiy vis
itor to lose their footing. 
Maddern thought the forward 
pitch of the steps might help to 
evacuate the building in a huny, 
in the event of an emergency. 

The board hopes to involve 
the highway depaitment in con
stmcting both these town hall 
renovation projects. 

Four Winds Lease 

Steve Hussey, director of the 
Four Winds School, which has 
been leasing space in the 
Riverside Mtmicipal Building 
on Route 2, told the board he 
would like to renew his three
year lease with the town, and 
the board seemed agreeable. 
Hussey has 11 foll-time sh1dents 
enrolled in his private middle 
school, and hopes to increase 
that number to 15 in upcoming 
years. The board noted the ris
ing cost of utilities, and Hussey 
said he anticipated paying a 
higher monthly rent under the 

mined to isolate the domestic 
sacrifice and losses for this war 
to as few families as possible, 
largely to those waiting for 
loved ones to return from duty 
in Iraq. But the war has a steep 
financial price tag. The Iraq 
operation has cost us more than 
$155 billion to date, with more 
to come. Instead of taxing our 
citizeruy to pay for this war, 
Congress is defen-ing the bill to 
the next generation in the fo1m 
of whopper deficits. And instead 
of taxing the wealthy we are 
now about to pass pe1manent 
tax cuts for multimillionaires. 

Never in the history of U.S. 
wa1time has Congress pushed 
tax cuts, let alone pe1manent tax 
cuts. Historically, the opposite 
has been tiue: wealth has been 
"conscripted," in the fo1m of 
progressive income and estate 
taxes, to at least symbolize that 
eve1yone is conn·ibuting in 
someway. 

The estate tax has been a 
wa1time tax. The first federal 
tax on wealth was levied in 
1797, as our cotmtiy was faced 
with the escalating costs of 
responding to French attacks on 
American shipping. During the 
Civil War and the Spanish
American War, inheritance 
taxes were instih1ted, to be 
repealed only after war debts 
were retired. 

The 1916 law establishing 
our ClllTent estate tax was given 
a n·emendous push by our entiy 
into World War I and the need 
for revenue. During World War 
II, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt understood that 
national domestic unity against 
Hitler depended on a sense of 
shared sacrifice, not just by GI. 
Joe and Rosie the Riveter, but 
also by the Rockefellers. 

The estate tax was increased 
so that fo1tlllles exceeding $50 
million would be taxed at a 70 

on The Beaten Track 

percent rate. 
Our present inequality of 

sacrifice is not lost on some vet
erans' groups. "During the Civil 
War, rich people could buy their 
way out of the draft," said 
Charlie Richardson, co-fotmder 
of Militaiy Families Speak Out. 
"Now the wealthy don't have to 
pay anything to avoid the draft, 
and they get tax cuts on top." 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
recently obse1ved that times of 
war in U.S. histo1y have been 
times of domestic sacrifice. "In 
the past year we have approved 
legislation containing billions 
and billions of dollars in pork
ban-el projects, huge tax breaks 
for the wealthy, and a corporate 
tax bill estimated to cost $180 
billion. This is a far c1y from 
sacrifice." 

The sustained push to abolish 
the estate tax has been financed 
by some of the wealthiest fami
lies in America, including the 

Brunie the Four-Pawed Activist 
cated and thoroughly brain
washed! I just can visualize 
you, feeding on Little 
Champions and curling around -
the warmth of a welcoming 
cushion? How can one give up 
so easily? Meanwhile, in 
between the moving, honking 
cai·s, imagine me nmning the 
risk of ending up under one! 
But peace gives even those 
with paws a cause to stand for. 
"Attention, Brunie, prends 

new lease, which will be negoti
ated. 

Hussey said he may be inter
ested in leasing a basement 
room as well, and ma.de a tenta
tive inquiry about the possibility 
of purchasing the building. 
Banash said the ad hoc commit
tee which had recently looked 
into renovation costs for the 
Riverside building had been set 
against the idea of selling it. 

Hussey noted the heating 
system had not broken down 
once this winter, a marked 
improvement over last year's 
perfo1mance, when school had 
to be cancelled three times for 
lack of heat. 

Hussey said the Four Wmds 
School would soon be raffling 
off a car in the front lot of the 
Riverside building, for a 
fondraiser. Tickets will be avail
able at the school, the World 
Eye Bookstore, the Red House 
Pizzeria in Bernardston, and 
Lorenz Honda in Greenfield. 

Banash asked if the car 
would be parked on the grass for 
a long period of time, and 
Hussey assured her he would 
move it periodically, so as not to 

garde!" the participants were 
shouting, (the French-speaking 

min the lawn. 

Tech Committee Report 

Steve Loomer, chair of the 
volunteer tech committee, 
repo1ted to the board on his 
committee's work. The commit
tee has been working with all 
the town departments' comput
ers, upgrading them. Loomer 
said the fact the voltmteers had 
needed to access the data in the 
police, assessors, and town 
clerk's computers, for example, 
had raised issues arotmd confi
dentiality, security, and liability 
for the voltmteers on the com
mittee. 

Roussel said the volunteers 
had been appointed by the 
board, and would therefore be 
covered by the town's liability 
insurance. 

Loomer asked, "Do you have 
a password scenario?" He gave 
the example of one employee 
being on vacation, and another 
employee needing to access 
data in their files. Maddern 
expanded on the topic. 
"Eve1yone here is expendable. 
They may drop dead any day, 

ones). Tmth is I was en garde, 
growling, ready to leap with 
all my hea1t. For those of you 
with short memo1y, I was 
there also , same place, with 
the saine hope (Remember? It 
was exactly two yeai·s ago.) as 
silent candlelight vigil was 
held the world.over. We must 
have been trabid idealists, 
don't you think, to even imag-

ine we had the power to reverse 
the clock of the whole well-

and they have a password 
nobody knows. How do we get 
to their files?" Banash pointed 
out the staff occasionally meets 
upsta.irs, and at times the work 
stations in the ma.in floor meet
ing room are unattended. Some 
sort of password is necessa1y, 
Banash said. 

Loomer said thought needs 
to be given to a better system for 
backing up all the files of town 
computers, and protecting the 
backups from theft or fire. 

In Other Business 

The board appointed Linda 
Hodsdon Ma.yo to fill an tmex
pired te1m on the historic com
mission. The board reappointed 
Jason Edson as the town's emer
gency response coordinator. 
They appointed Jaines Hawkins 
as a volunteer firefighter. 
Hawkins has completed his 
background check, clearing the 
way for his appointment. 

The board briefly touched on 
the matter of whether temporary 
garages or carports do, in fact, 
require building permits. 
Regional building inspector Jim 

Walton, Mars and Gallo clans. 
These families, tmden-epresent
ed in mess tents outside 
Fallujah, are not interested in a 
compromise estate tax refo1m 
that keeps our nation strong and 
secure while protecting veter
ans' se1vices and America's fam
ily fa1ms and small businesses. 

Yotmg Americans are putting 
their lives on the line to serve 
their cotmtiy in Iraq, while 
those who are whining about the 
estate tax ai·e fighting to keep 
eve1y last cent. A time of war is 
no time to eliminate the estate 
tax. 

Chuck Collins is senior fel
l ow at United for a Fair 
Economy (www.fairecono
my.org) and co-author with Bill 
Gates Sr. of Wealth and Our 
Commonwealth: Why America 
Should Tax Accumulated 
Fo1ttmes. 

oiled a1mada of the su·ategic 
commanders, forgetting the cost 
of human lives ... So you know, 
since I have legitimate reasons 
to be upset, when I get uptight 
and upset I do bark in French ... 
Ready for the barricades, any
time, but with those fighting for 
freedom among all beings. 
Wake up! It ain't the time for 
your tears, send Blessings 
instead of Bombs! So say I, 
Bnmhilde the loving activist. 

Cen-one had drawn the interest 
of the board to this subject after 
mailing letters to half a dozen 
residents with tempora1y 
garages, notifying them they 
needed to apply for pe1mits. 

"I don't think they have 
grotmds to do that," said admin
istrative assistant Deb Roussel, 
who began researching the mat
ter after residents complained. 
"If it is bigger than 120 square 
feet, it appeai·s it needs a build
ing pe1mit," said boai·d member 
Aml Banash, "but most of the 
garages are not that big." 
Banash, who owns a temporary 
garage, said she had not 
received one of Cen-one's warn
ing letters. 

The town's free cash accotmt 
has been estimated at $234,711, 
and the estimate has been sent to 
the state Department of 
Revenue for certification. The 
books for fiscal '04 have been 
closed. This marks the end of 
accountant Dale Kowacki's long 
se1vice to the town of Gill. 
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Sheffield Stage Temporarily Closed 
BY SARAH PEBWORIB 

The stage at the Sheffield 
School is off limits tmtil the fire 
curtain can be re-rigged, Gill
Montague Regional School 
District (GMRSD) Superinten
dent Sue Gee reported at 
Tuesday night's school commit
tee meeting. "This is something 
we absolutely have to address," 
she said, as it is a safety issue. 

Use of the auditorium is lim
ited until repairs are made, 
which Gee hopes will be com
pleted by early April. An inspec
tor from the Turners Falls fire 
department was brought in to 
check the rigging when the 
school was replacing the exist
ing cwtain with one from the 
high school. 

There are four GMRSD com-

mittee seats open for the 
upcoming elections: for 
Montague, two 3-year temis and 
one I-year te1m, and for Gill 
one 3-year te1m. Elections will 
be held May 16th. Te1ms for 
Tony Guglielmi, Mike 
Langknecht, and Ted Castro
Santos are up, and one seat has 
been vacant since Sue LaPan 
resigned. According to the 
superintendent's office, 
Guglielmi and Langknecht are 
the only people who have taken 
out papers thus far. 

Nomination papers are avail
able at the superintendent's 
office and are due March 28th. 

In other business, director of 
special education and student 
services Laurie Farkas present
ed the committee with a draft 
coordinated program review 

conective action plan, which 
they approved. The Department 
of Education Program Quality 
Assurance audited the district 
last year and cited 38 areas that 
need improvement. 

The areas cited were "minor 
in scope," Farkas said, and 
mostly included procedural 
issues. The district has already 
taken some of the steps outlined 
in the repo1t, such as planning 
trainings to help staff work 
more effectively with special 
education students. 

The district was commended 
for its community - school pa1t
nership, which has been respon
sible for boys' and girls' nights 
out, among other activities. 

Concerned about educational 
funding, Gee noted the US 

House of Representatives and 
Senate passed budget resolu
tions recently that could cut the 
federal education budget by 
more than 3%. She pointed out 
the slim margins, 218-214 in the 
House, and 51-49 in the Senate, 
and said, "We have an oppo1tu
nity to argue against" the cuts. 
The resolutions go to the feder
al appropriations committee for 
consideration. 

Sixth grade students Natasha 
Vaughn, Julie Thompson, Joe 
Lafleur, Brooke Hastings, 
Colleen Dumas, and Makayla 
Dolhenty attended the meeting 
with their teacher Joanne 
Rabideau to show slides and 
present info1mation regarding 
their week-long educational 
adventure at the Sargent Center 

for Outdoor Education in 
Hancock, NH. 

The students took a variety of 
courses including pond ecology, 
geology, astronomy, newspaper 
writing, and winter sports. 
Their adventure classes includ
ed a ropes course and a "zap" 
line, which had committee 
member Joyce Phillips congrat
ulating them on overcoming 
their fears and Superintendent 
Gee telling of her experience on 
a "zip" line. 

Ali Urban gave the student 
advisory committee repo1t, not
ing that students are preparing 
for the April 9th Gala. Some 
students have started to collect 
money for two Relay for Life 
teams and the freshman class 
raised $843 at a breakfast at the 
Elks club over the weekend. 

Tech Students Excel at SkillsUSA 
BY PETER LAFRANCE -
Tuesday, March 15th, 37 stu
dents from Franklin County 
Technical School traveled to 
Bay Path Technical Regional 
Vocational High School in 
Charlton, Massachusetts to 
compete in the Massachusetts 
SkillsUSA District competi
tions. Sh1dents came away with 
eight medals and traveled with 
advisors Elyse Cann and Jim 
Klaiber. 

Massachusetts SkillsUSA 
hosts four district conferences 
to dete1mine the competitors for 
the Massachusetts SkillsUSA 
Championships. 

Electrical shop came away 
with two of three medals in res
idential wiring. Steve Craig 
took the gold medal and Eric 
Mah1szek the bronze medal. 
Their shop instructors are 
William Gallant and William 
Kerivan. Presently both sh1-
dents are sh1dying motor con
trol, programmable logic con
trols and residential wiring. 

Steve is a senior in the elec
trical shop and is from Heath. 

His parents are Mary and Steve 
Craig. Steve hopes to be an 
electrician and has interests in 
computers. 

Eric is a senior from 
Whatley. Eric's parents are 
Edward and Josephine 
Mah1szek. Eric is the co-presi
dent of Franklin County 
Technical School's SkillsUSA 
Chapter. He likes to play golf 
and hopes to become an electri
cian. 

In the community service 
shop, Sara Hager earned the 
gold medal in nurse assisting 
and Allison Bohannon took a 
bronze medal in preschool 
teaching assistance. Their shop 
instiuctors are Linda Tulenko 
and Anna Steel. 

Sara is a senior in the health 
and early childhood education 
program from Colrain. Sara's 
mom is Earlene Dufresne. Sara 
is the co-president of Franklin 
County Technical School's 
SkillsUSA Chapter and secre
ta1y in the National Honor 
Society. She is a member of the 
104th Wing and Fighter 

Division of the Air National 
Guard. She hopes to continue 
her education in nursing and 
home health care. 

Allison was our yotmgest 
winner, a sophomore in the 
health and early childhood edu
cation program, from 
Greenfield. Allison is president 
of her sophomore class and has 
interests in becoming a mid
wife. Her parents are Lori and 
Dale Bourbeau and Danny 
Bohannon. She likes to read and 
play softball. Her test required 
knowledge in childhood envi
ronment and management. 

In the welding and metal fab
rication shop, Jesse Edwards 
took a gold medal in welding. 
Jesse is a senior from 
Greenfield. His shop inst11.1ctors 
are Dan Morgan and Tony 
McIntosh. Jesse's mom is 
Nancy Edwards. Jesse enjoys 
bowling and golf and hopes to 
become a welder. In his shop he 
is learningAutoCAD, MIG, TIG 
and stick welding. 

In information technology 
the team of Samantha Fabian 

and Christopher Woodard took 
the silver medal in web design. 
Samantha and Christopher are 
both in the programming sec
tion of the information technol
ogy shop. Their instiuctor is 
Jocelyn Gutkopf. Presently they 
are sh1dying web design and 
syntax including the computer 
coding languages HTML, Java, 
and XML. 

Samantha is a junior from 
Shelburne Falls. Her mom is 
Dawn Girard. Sam is a peer 
mediator and likes to write. She 
wants to be a lawyer and writer. 

Christopher is a junior from 
Orange. His parents are Ron and 
Debbie Maillet. He is in the 
chess club, likes sports and 
videogames. Chris would like to 
be a graphic designer and hopes 
to attend an art instih1te in 
Boston or Philadelphia. 

In our office technology pro
gram Karlee Bordeaux earned a 
bronze medal in office comput
er applications. Karlee is a 
sophomore from Lake Pleasant. 
Her parents are Ma1y and Mark 
Bordeaux. Karlee's shop 

instructor is Tammy Hyson. 
Karlee is the secreta1y of 
Franklin County Technical 
School's SkillsUSA Chapter. 
She plays volleyball, softball 
and is a member of the National 
Honor Society and Varsity Club. 
Her test was in Microsoft Office 
Applications. She is presently 
sh1dying economics and the 
Microsoft Office Suite includ
ing Word, Excel, Access, and 
Powerpoint. Karlee hopes to 
someday own her own business. 

All eight students will be 
competing for htmdreds of thou
sands of dollars in scholarships 
and prizes at the Massachusetts 
State SkillsUSA competition 
held in April this year. Gold 
winners at SkillsUSA State 
Competitions will be eligible to 
compete with Team 
Massachusetts at the SkillsUSA 
National Competitions held in 
Kansas City this Jtme. 

Congratulations to all the 
SkillsUSA winners and the 
Franklin County Technical 
School SkillsUSA Team that 
competed. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~ ··• "lj Tues-Thurs 8 am-2:00 pm 
Friday 8 am-8:30 pm 

],,.,.!J'tl"lrWJJ~ Saturday 9 am-8:30 pm 
fJet[J IJvwJ ~ Sunday 9 am-2:00 pm 

.. for the love of food! Monday Closed 

VEGETARIAN • POULTRY • FISH 
Coffee & Espresso • Baked Goods 

Sandwiches• Soups• Hot Entrees 

104 4th Street • Turners Falls • Tel: 413-863-4064 

Bruce T. Croft, D.P.M. 
Ayleen Gregorian, D.P.M. 

AFFILIATED PODIATRISTS, P.C. 
PIONEER VALLEY PODIATRY 

PODIATRIC MEDICINE 

FOOT SURGERY 
SPORTS MEDICINE 

Amherst Greenfield 
20 Gatehouse Road 329 Conway Street 

(413) 256-0161 (413) 772-1997 

Northampton 
264 Elm Street 
(413) 585-8802 

,,.. .•IA- - BRIAN SADLOWSKJ 
c::,/CJ~ Sales li, Lease Co11.rnUu11t 

CHEVROLET 
54M.J.JVSnui£T 

GREE!<FIBLD, .:1£4 01301 

---------
(413) 773-3678 

FA."< (413) 774-5746 

* STARLITE DINER * 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE DINER 

•NN.-.•.y.,y.-.•,l'.-.•.-.,,.,11..._....,.NNJI_._._ 
Pasta • Seafood • Salads - Great Chowder - Delicious Appetiws 

Sandwicheg • The Best Burgers • Homemade Meatloaf -Quesadillas 
Steak -Chicken • Soup -Veggie Bugen: -Great Desserts 

A full Line ol Cocktails and Bar SMting 
•;a,NY.J'.■.Y .... YNN.-N..Y.Yh■.Y.I'■•■-■ 

Sun, Mon, Thurs• 11-8 p.m.; Fri & Sat -11-9 p.m. 
20 French King Hwy., Erving 413-423-3900, Closed Tues & Wed 

Y7NEW BOOKr-,9 
"Tales if a Fi1!f/!Jhfer" 

HY TED GRAVELINE 

aurfior ~f 
''Strike a Second Alan11" 

WORLD EYE BOOKSHOP 
email: cdieicio@comcast.net 

or phone lhe Wurl~ ~:i•• Kookshop al. (413) 772-2 IR6 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street , P.O. Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 
Mary Lou Emond HOME: 413-863-4568 

CRS, GRI, CBR EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Memorial Parade Planning. 
NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Lending Available for New 
Business Start-ups Marches Forward 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING - Packing a full 
agenda into an hour and ten 
minutes is an art an experi
enced team can hone, espe
cially when the meeting is 
guided by the firm hand of 
a chair like Andy Tessier. 
Such was the case at the 
Erving selectboard meet
ing, of March 21st, when 
Tessier led the board 
through plans for a grand 
Memorial Day parade, 
manhole repair on Route 2, 
emergency snow removal 
funding, recycling aware
ness, Tech School budget 
figures, and the annual 
reappointment of animal 
inspectors before bringing 
down the gavel at 8:08 
p.m. with business accom
plished. 

Erving is planning a 
grand Memorial Day 
parade this year, to inaugu
rate the town's new Civil 
War memorial, honoring 
the 13 Eiving men who 
gave their lives in the 
struggle to hold the Union 
together and restore free
dom to those who had been 
enslaved. Co-chairs Dennis 
Rindone and Bill Bembmy 
have aiTanged the event for 
the Saturday before 
Memorial Day weekend, 
May 21st, to invite a lai·ger 
audience. Five marching 
bands, including the 
Worcester fire department 
fife and chum corps, and 

the Westover Air Force 
base honor guard, will lead 
the parade from Highland 
Pai·k in Millers Falls across 
the bridge to Ervingside, 
and then on to Erving 
Center. Three groups of 
Civil War re-enactors will 
also pa1ticipate, and plan to 
camp out on Saturday 
night, May 21st, in 
Veterans Field in 
Eivingside. They will be 
demonstrating the living 
histo1y of cooking, 
ch·illing, and fire arms 
demonstration; the public 
is welcome. 

Representative 
Christopher Donelan will 
attend the March 28th 
selectboard meeting, and 
will be at town hall from 
7:00 pm. to 8 p.m. holding 
office hours for con
stituents. 

The board authorized an 
application to Mass 
Highway for a permit to 
repair sewer manholes 
along Route 2. The man
holes, part of the town's 
infrastructure and therefore 
the town's responsibility to 
repair, will cost $75,000 to 
replace, according to town 
achninistrative coordinator 
Tom Sharp. 

Highway superinten
dent Paul Prest repo1ted 
the town of Eiving will be 
receiving $5,420 in FEMA 
reimbursement for work 
done during a severe 

January winter sto1m. 
A communication from 

the Franklin Cotmty Solid 
Waste Management 
District pegged Erving's 
recycling rate at 35.8%, up 
from 28.8% the previous 
year. Through their recy
cling efforts, town resi
dents not only saved on 
town waste disposal costs, 
but were able to save 1476 
trees from being cut down, 
according to the district's 
estimates. Eiving has curb
side recycling on 
Wednesday mornings, 
alternating paper pickup 
and cans and bottles every 
other week. Next week 
(March 30th) residents 
should put out recyclable 
paper. 

The Franklin County 
Technical School budget 
assessment for Eiving for 
'06 will come to $157,961, 
up from approximately 
$132,000 this year. Figures 
for any change in the pop
ulation of Eiving students 
attending the Tech School 
were unavailable. 

Mick Laclaire was 
reappointed as Erving's 
emergency management 
coordinator; he is also the 
town's fire chief, and the 
town of Gill's highway 
superintendent. 

JoAnn Taylor and Dan 
Hammock were reappoint
ed as Eiving's animal 
inspectors. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
Alan Singer, lending 

manager for the Franklin 
County Commtmity 
Development 
Corporation, came 
before the board on 
Monday, March 21st, to 
welcome increased pai·
ticipation in the CDC's 
business development 
lending programs. He 
began with an overview 
of the CDC's projects, of 
which the lending pro
gram is the oldest, at 20 
years and counting. 

The CDC also pro
vides 10 business sta1t
up spaces at the 324 
Wells Street Venture 
Center in Greenfield, 
where shared facilities, 
office support, and 
below-market rents have 
helped to incubate 
numerous successful 
sta1t-ups, that have since 
moved into the wider 
commtmity, creating 
jobs as they grow. 

The CDC also pro
vides business technical 
assistance for area entre
preneurs and for estab
lished businesses seek
ing to consolidate or 
grow. Singer said six 
Montague residents are 
enrolled in the current 
business planning 
course. 

The CDC's newest 
project is the Western 
Massachusetts Food 

Processing Center, one 
of only 35 such shared 
community facilities in 
the country, and the 
newest in Massa
chusetts. Located in the 
Greenfield Industrial 
Park, the center provides 
commercial, board of 
health approved food 
processing and kitchen 
facilities for the produc
tion of value-added agri
cultural products. Singer 
said the center now has 
almost 50 active users, 
including a Turners 
Falls-based olive oil 
impo1t and distribution 
company and a naturally 
fermented pickle busi
ness from Montague 
Center. 

On the subject of the 
CDC's loan funds, 
Singer detailed four sep
arate programs, of which 
the four-town lending 
program for Montague, 
Greenfield, Shelburne 
Falls, and Buckland is 
the oldest, having been 
sta1ted with a $550,000 
CDBG grant in 1987; the 
first such project in 
Massachusetts. The 
other funds cover nine 
northern tier towns in 
Franklin County, a ftmd 
sta1ted with a "sudden 
and severe econoinic 
dislocation" grant from 
the US Department of 
Commerce in 1991, fol
lowing the closure of 

several major industrial 
employers in the eastern 
part of the cotmty, and a 
US Department of 
Agriculture ftmded pro
gram, seeded with a 
$1,000,000 !%interest 
government loan to 
assist agriculhiral ven
hues in the cotmty. 

"That's the 
ove1view," said Singer. 
'Tm an ambassador to 
you, in your capacity as 
commtmity leaders. If 
you know of entrepre
neurs in the pipeline, 
send them our way." 
Singer pointed to the 
Hallmark Instih1te of 
Photography as a 
Montague success story 
that began with the help 
of gap financing from 
the CDC. 

"I see several busi
nesses on this list here in 
Montague that have 
become quite successful, 
said board chair Pat 
Allen." 

Unlike other commu
nity loan funds which 
have not carefully moni
tored and mentored the 
businesses they backed, 
Singer said the CDC has 
a proven track record 
with a low rate of delin
quent loans, and current
ly has a Inillion dollars 
ready to lend. 

For more info, call 
Singer at 413-774-7204. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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www.bakerofficesupply.com 
I 310 Main Street• Greenfield I 
L 714-2345 Call Bonnie todavl .J ---------

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKF.H 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 



8 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER March 24. 2005 

Kindergarten Dream Comes True 
BYKATIIl,EEN LITCHFIELD 
TURNERS FALLS - Cheryl 
Robertson always knew she 
wanted to be a teacher. The old
est of five children growing up 
in Ashfield, Robertson used to 
tum her playroom into a class
room, complete with desks, a 
chalkboard and a bulletin board. 
She and her siblings would take 
turns playing "teacher," quizzing 
each other on spelling words and 

math problems. 
"We had notebooks and 

things we would write in. My 
yotmger brothers and sisters suf
fered through me," laughed the 
modest, red-haired kinderga1ten 
teacher at Hillcrest Elementary 
School. 

Robertson has taught in the 
Gill-Montague Regional School 
District for 22 years, beginning 
her tenure at Sheffield 

MONTAGUE PARKS & RECREATION 
SPRING PROGRAMS 

Youth Baseball 
Tee-Ball - Ages 4 - 6 
Rookie League - Grades 1 & 2 (1st 
graders must have played at least one 
season oft-ball to be eligible.) 
Farm Travel Team - Grades 2 - 4 
(Players in 2nd grade must be 8 years 
old as of Sept. 1 of 2004) 
Youth Travel Team - Grades 5 - 7 
(Players in 7th grade must be 13 years 
old after Sept. 1st of 2004) 

Girls Softball - Girls in grades 3 
- 6. Registration has started, become 
part of Montague•s proud softball 
tradition' 

Announcing a New Program ... 
Girls Rookie Softball for girls 
K - 2. Saturdays. April 30 - June 11. 
Montague Residents = $20, Non
residents = $25 (Fees include hat and 
I-shirt). Contact MPRD for more details 

Pepsi Pitch, Hit & Run-
Youths ages 7 -14. To be held 
Saturday. April 16 

Tae Kwon Do tor Youth -
Ages 7 & Up. Saturday mornings April 
and May. 

Swimming lessons -
Session Ill. Ages 5 & Up 
low-Impact Step Aerobics 
for Adults - classes held in April & May. 

1st Annual Easter Egg Hunt -
(Children ages 4 - 12) Saturday, March 
26@ 1 O:OOam, Peskeomskut Park 
Co-sponsors: Montague Elks and 
Greenfield Saving Bank. 

Open Swim has returned! 
Contact MPRD for a schedule now! 
Summer Playground Program 

Registration begins Monday, April 4 
for Montague Residents only. 
Non-residents may register starting 
Monday, May 2. 

~pting i~ on it~ way -
tegi~tet fot ~otne of th~e 

gteat pt0gtam~ now{ 

For more information, or to receive a Spring Programs Brochure contact; 
Montague Parks & Recreation@ 863-3216. 

MPRD - 56 First Street - Unity Park Fieldhouse - Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Elementary School as a Title I 
Math Program teacher. She then 
taught reading, math and a com
bined first-second grade class at 
Gill Elementa1y School before 
coming to Hillcrest, where she 
has taught kindergarten for eight 
years. 

After graduating from Lesley 
College in Cambridge with a 
degree in early childhood educa
tion, Robe1tson earned a mas
ter's degree in reading education 
from Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, TN. She then returned 
to her native Western 
Massachusetts to fulfill her long
time dream. 

"Working in kinderga1ten, I 
just like this age because a lot of 
the things that we as adults take 
for granted -- some of the sim
pler things in life -- the kinder
garten children are still discover
ing, and there's a lot of joy in 
that for them. I like it when they 
feel like they've learned some
thing, when they feel that for 
themselves. I always try to 
encourage and support them but 
when they feel like they've got it, 
there's this look that comes over 
their face that's just really neat," 
she said. 

She recalled the day a small 
boy learned to write the letters of 
his name and remembered what 

Gill-Montague Gala 

On Saturday, Ap1il 9th 
the Gill-Montague 
Education Fund will host a 
Gala to benefit educational 
programs for Gill
Montague students. Tickets 
for the Gala are $10 and are 
available at Equi's, 
Scotty's, all Gill-Montague 
schools, and World Eye 
Books in Greenfield. The 
Gala will be held at 8:00 
p.m., on Saturday, April 9th 
at the Turners Falls High 
School theater. Please 
come and support our 
schools, and enjoy an 
evening of great music 
with family and friends. 

MARCH 
FULL MOON 
The first full moon after the Spring 

Equinox will be a celebration o 
renewal, rebirth, and eggs. A 

search for the quacking in the 
woods will reveal ver-

~ nal pools and 
• their wood frog 

denizens. Poetry, 
snacks and a little 

candlelight will round 
out the evening woods ramble. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH 
Northfield Mountain Recreation 

Area, Route 63, Northfield. 
6:30 to 9 p.m. 

For ages 10 and older. 

Pre-registration (800) 859-2960 

order to put them in. 
"His eyes lit up and 

his smile and just his 
whole body, you could 
tell he was so proud," 
grinned Robe1tson, her 
own eyes lit with 
enthusiasm. 

Hillcrest 
Elementa1y School 
Principal Christine 
Jutres praised 
Robertson for her sen
sitivity to each child's 
individual learning 
styles. 

"She's ve1y sensi
tive to the children and 
to who they are as 
individuals. She's ve1y 
respectful, kind and 
gentle always, without 
exception. In addition 
to being ve1y clever in 
terms of the demands 

J.(jndergarten Teacher Cheryl Robertson reads 
to the 21 jive- and six-:;ear-olds in her 

Hillcrest Elementary School kindergarten
classroom every afternoon, after lunch. 

of the cuniculum, she 
has wonderfully supportive 
interactions with them, to help 
them do the best that they can 
do," said Jutres. 

One example of this is the 
book that Robertson read to the 
21 five- and six-year-olds in her 
full-day kindergaiten classroom 
on Tuesday. Entitled, One Duck 

Stuck, by Phyllis Root, the book 
tells the tale of a duck who gets 
stuck in the "muck" and how 
other animals, atTiving in mun
bered sets, attempt to free the 
duck's orange webbed feet. As 
you might expect, it is only 
when all of the animals work 
together that the duck becomes 
"tmstuck," said Robe1tson, who 
chose the book for its lessons in 
rhyming and cotmting as well as 
to teach the benefits of collabo
ration. 

A new initiative in kinder
gaiten cuniculum, thanks to a 
federally-funded grant called 
"Reading First," calls for an 
emphasis on "phonemic aware
ness," or listening, hearing 
sotmds and how words rhyme, 
Robertson explained. 

The book One Duck Stuck has 

plenty of opporttmities for leain
ing rhymes, which one of her 
stt1dents pointed out when she 
was finished reading, as well as 
for counting, as the six skunks 
and seven snails who an'ive at 
the muddy scene are unsuccess
ful in freeing the duck tmtil they 
work with the five, four, three 
and two other animals. 

Robertson also tries to inte
grate as much creativity as pos
sible into her colorful and cozy 
classroom setting. At the end of 
each day the kindergartners 
enjoy "room choice" time, 
selecting from several activities 
including reading, math exercis
es, blocks, painting, drawing or 
pulling an idea from the 
"Imagination Box," which is 
decorated with construction 
paper. 

"I always remember when I 
was in kindergarten, how much I 
personally enjoyed ait and creat
ing and building things. So I try 
to make sure kindergaiten chil
dren have these opporttmities 
each day. Kindergarten children 
love to create and build and use 
their imaginations," she said. 

...................... , ............. ,: .................. . 
~···············A sumptuous array of silks,·······• .... ,. 

,f heirloom whites, velveteen, rayon, wool \ 
\, & Japanese printed cotton. ,./ 
Vintage-Inspired buttons, Jewelry & scarves. 

(fflj~ ~~ 
W,W,l.,{)/.~:,c,.e:(;,i.at)t,(,t',.l'Yl~Ul,,f,,UU/,1. 
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(802) 257-4456 

{' 125 Main St., Brattleboro, VT 05301 ~ ,. . 
~~. Store hours: Mon-Thu and Sat, 10 to 5, j 
• ••••••····· Fri, 10 to 6::SO, Sun, , to 5 ...• ...-• 
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SAP 
continued from pg 1 
annually produces nearly 400 
gallons of symp. Billings mar
kets his product himself, and 
sells a good deal directly from 
his home. Symp is now far and 
away the most important prod
uct of the Ripley Fa1m, one of 
the few remaining active "hill 
faims" in the area. Such faims 
once covered the hillsides that 
rim the upper Connecticut River 
valley. Now there are only a 
few, mainly operated by pa1t
timers who produce symp, hay 
and wood products. 

Although clearly disappoint
ed with the late sta1t of the sea
son, Billings does not seem like 
a man plagued with economic 
anxiety. He uses the money 
from the sale of syrup to "pay 
the spring taxes and buy some 
fe1tilizer." Boiling sap smoothes 
the transition from winter to 
spring. Muddy boots, friendly 
visitors and just tending the fire 
in a steamy sugarhouse create a 
relaxing annual ritual. 

One wonders if this has 
always been the appeal of sug
aring season. Native American 
oral tradition suggests symp 
was associated with a restful 
period of relaxation at winter 
thaw. One sto1y told by tribes in 
the Great Lakes region tells of 
an Indian chieftain affiving in 
camp to find his people on their 
backs, with pure syrup from the 
trees dripping into their mouths. 
When they could not be aroused 
from their stupor, the chieftain 
flew to a nearby lake. There he 
collected water in a huge birch 
container, and poured it over the 
maple trees. This method dilut
ed the trees' sap aroused the 
group from its trancelike state. 
The legendary chieftain's labor 
appears to have had a perma
nent impact on the maple trees, 
which now produce sap that has 
to be boiled down to syrup. 

As eve1y school child hope
fully now knows, the traditional 
Indian method of making maple 
sugai· was to place hot rocks in 
the sap held in containers fash
ioned from logs, birch bai·k or 
clay. The sap was boiled down 

to make sugar 
cakes and a 
COlll'Se grain 
sugar. Some 
syrup may also 
have been poured 
on snow to make 
the hard candy 
now popular with 
children. 
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Maple sugar 
was one of the 
many agricultural 
products 
European 
invaders adopted 
from Indians. 
The "discovery" 
of maple prod
ucts came at a 
fortuitous time, 
as these 
Europeans were 
developing a 
"sweet tooth" for 

The sugarhouse at Ripley Farm is steamy this time of 
year, as clear maple sap becomes syrup. 

sugai· products. As social scien
tist Sidney Mintz recounts in his 
study Sweetness and Empire, 
the production of sugar, often 
mixed with tea, coffee and rum, 
reflected broad changes in taste 
and culture during the colonial 
era. In this context, maple sugar 
was a logical commodity for 
fa1mers to produce - an ideal 
substitute for the more expen
sive cane sugar. 

There were also political 
implications to the production 
of maple sugar. As the American 
Revolution approached, the 
product may have been pa1ticu
larly appealing to those 
colonists who rebelled against 
dependence on the British 
"sugar islands" in the 
Caribbean. After the war, 
nationalists like Thomas 
Jefferson sought to encourage 
the production of maple sugar 
as a homegrown industiy. 
Jefferson appai·ently planted a 
stand of maple trees on his 
Virginia plantation. In the 
decades before the Civil War, 
Americans with anti-slavery 
leanings apparently encouraged 
the consumption of maple sugar 
as a fo1m of opposition to the 
cane sugar produced on slave 
plantations. 

By the mid-nineteenth centu-
1y, maple sugar production had 

become an impo1tant part of the 
mixed agricultural economy of 
the hillsides of New England. 
Faimers cleared the hills, mar
keting wood products in the 
process, but probably left many 
maple trees standing. Diit roads 
up the hillsides are still often 
lined with old sugai· maples. 
These hill faimers raised sheep 
and daily cattle, grew hay and 
com for fodder, sowed veg
etable gardens for their own 
consumption and tapped the 
maple trees in late winter. It was 
all part of a mixed, seasonal 
economy - largely self-suffi
cient - with a few products sold 
on the market. 

By the tum of the twentieth 
century, symp was replacing 
sugai· in the maple mai·ket. The 
primary reason appears to have 
been the reduced price of white 
cane sugar produced on 
Caribbean plantations. 
Americans seem to have devel
oped a taste for white sugar in 
their coffee, cakes and cereal. 
Maple sugar, like "brown sugar" 
today, came to be considered an 
inferior product. 

Syrup, on the other hand 
became a valued specialty item, 
poured on pancakes and waf
fles. Marketing techniques 
focused on nostalgia for a mral 
past, when horses trudged 

through the snow, bringing 
sleighfuls of sap to the sugar
house. A visit to a mral New 
England maple fa1m became a 
pleasant adventure on a late 
winter Sunday afternoon. 

Yet symp production itself 
had changed significantly from 
the "horsedrawn sleigh" days. 
Fa1mers had originally boiled 
down the sap in a series of large 
cast fron pots stmng over a fire. 
After the Civil War, there was a 
good deal of experimentation 
with evaporators to speed the 
process. This eventually pro
duced the ClllTent flat pan with 
channels, allowing more sap to 
come in contact with heat and 
the symp moving channels from 
lower to higher density. Metal 
taps and metal buckets 
increased the efficiency of har
vesting the sap. In recent years, 
fa1mers have made use of plas
tic lines attached to lai·ge con
tainers. 

Yet a strong sense of tradi
tion is still associated with the 
production and consumption of 
maple symp. The muddy late 
winter days at the sugarhouse 
transport us back to an eai·lier 
time, when hard seasonal work 
dominated the lives of our 
ancestors. Standing at the boil
ing pan for long hours forces us 
to stop and think, and maybe 
even stop thinking. We sit down 
to a pile of thick, home-made 
pancakes with the new syiup, 
something our grandparents 
probably enjoyed. 

Ga1y Billings does not seem 

9 

ove1whelmed with nostalgia as 
he takes a sho1t break from the 
boiling pan. But he enjoys talk
ing about his family histo1y. He 
is the fifth generation of his 
family making syiup on the 
Ripley Farm, named after his 
maternal grandfather Robert 
Ripley. 

Although proud of his fainily 
histo1y, Billings expressed no 
great desire to return to the days 
of hill faiming. It was a hard 
existence and, by the middle of 
the twentieth centllly, increas
ingly insecure. The neighboring 
hill fa1ms - and the social life 
associated with them - had 
largely disappeared. But the 
sugai·house remains, connecting 
Billings to his family's past as 
well as to his neighbors and his 
friends. 

The house is now crowded 
with visitors, who seem more 
interested in chatting than mon
itoring the boiling sap. One 
notes that a bucket on a tree out
side the house is overflowing. 
"They have the day off today," 
responded Billings, refeffing to 
those who help with the collect
ing. "We always lose some sap." 
But the visitor leaves the sugar
house and returns momentarily 
with the full sap bucket, adding 
to another year's production at 
the Ripley Farm. Billings 
seemed quite pleased. 

~r clear C1Jo1. 
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BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - The Healthy 
Geezer is a new column. It is 
devoted to the health questions 
of ''geezers," all of us lovable 
and quirky seniors who are 
wondering what is going on 
with these bodies of ours. It is 
written by me, Fred Cicetti, a 
first-class geezer over 60 who's 
been writing about health issues 
for more years than I want to 
talk about. 

The column is in a question
and-answer fonnat. Jfyou want 
to ask a question, just write me 
at fredcicetti@gmail.com. 
Okay, here's the.first question: 

Q. I've been noticing this 
thing in my eye. At first I 
thought it was an eyelash. Then 
I realized the thing was actually 
in my eye. One of my friends 
told me it's a "floater," and not 
to worry. What exactly is a 
"floater" and should I see a doc
tor? 

Concerned in New Jersey 

A. Dear Concerned, 
To allay any fears you may 

FISHING 
continued from pg 1 

Mass. Lurking in shadows 
behind all the preparation for 
the move gleamed fish. Now I 
look back at that decision to 
leave New York and I have to 
wonder. Was I achrally leaving 
in order to leam how to fish? 

After living in Tumers Falls 
for a few months, I became 
reacquainted with my college 
roommate and her husband. I 
had never really known Tom 
before. During one visit, I 
leamed that he had been a fly 
fisher for some 25 years. I told 
him about my interest - more 
like a daydream, really - in fly 

Thursday 3-17 
11 :30 a.m. As the result of 

, Montague, was al1'este 
an charged with possession 
of cocaine with intent to dis
ti·ibute, possession of a class 
D drug, possession of a class 
E drug, and distribution of a 
controlled substance within 
1000 feet of a school or park. 

2:40 pm. Report of loiter
ing in front of the Turners 
Falls Post Office. A woman 
was hanging arotmd for an 
hour and a half. Officer 
moved her along. 

Friday 3-18 
1 :07 a.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop on 3rd Street by 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The Healthy Geezer 
have, I should tell you 
that floaters are usually 
nothing to wony about. I 
have them myself. More 
than 7 in 10 people expe
rience floaters. Now for 
some biology. 

The lens in the front of 
your eye focuses light on 
the retina in the back of 
your eye. The lens is like 
the one in a camera, and 
the retina is like film. The 
space between the lens 
and retina is filled with 
the "vitreous," a clear gel 
that helps to maintain the 
shape of the eye. 

Floaters occur when 
the vitreous slowly 
shrinks over time. As the 
vitreous changes, it becomes 
stringy, and the strands can cast 
shadows on the retina. These 
strands are the floaters. They 
can look like specks, filaments, 
rings, dots, cobwebs or other 
shapes. Floaters are the most 
vivid when you are looking at 
the sky or a white surface such 
as a ceiling. They move as your 
eyes move and seem to dart 
away when you tty to look at 

fishing and he said he would 
take me out sometime to see 
what it was like. We planned a 
date, and one hot July after
noon I drove out to theii' place 
in New Brainti·ee, excited to 
fmally have a chance to go out 
with someone who could show 
me how to fish. 

Before going to the river, 
Tom gave me a casting lesson 
in theii' backyard. It was harder 
than I expected. I felt awkward 
and emba1rnssed by my clumsi
ness, but persisted tmtil it was 
time to go. 

Things I Hadn't Thought of 
As Tom was putting his gear in 
the van, I suddenly realized I 

away from the retina, 
causing "posterior viti·e
ous detachment." It is a 
common cause of floaters, 
and it is more likely in 
people who are diabetics, 
nearsighted, had eye 
surgery, or suffered 
inflammation inside the 
eye. 

These viti·eous detach
ments are often accompa
nied by light flashes. The 
flashes can be a waming 
sign of a detached retina. 
Flashes are also caused by 
head ti·auma that makes 
you "see stars." 
Sometimes light flashes 
appear to be little light-

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION ning bolts or waves. This 
them directly. type of flash is usually caused 

In most cases, floaters are by a blood-vessel spasm in the 
just annoying. When you dis- brain, which is called a 
cover them, they are ve1y dis- migraine. These flashes can 
tracting. But, in time, they usu- happen without a headache and 
ally settle below the line of they are called an "ophthalmic 
sight. Most people who have migraine." 
visible floaters gradually <level- If your floaters are just both
op the ability to make them ersome, eye doctors will tell you 
"disappear" by ignoring them. to ignore them. In rare cases, a 

When people reach middle btmch of floaters can hamper 
age, the vitreous gel may pull sight. Then a "vitrectomy" may 

hadn't given any thought to 
what one should wear while 
wading in a river. I only had an 
old pail' of chinos and sandals 
with me. Oh well, it was only 
water. Right? 

We walked through a field 
until we reached the bank of the 
Ware River. I followed Tom 
(who wore waders) down the 
embankment and was hol1'ified 
to discover the reality of achllll
ly walking into a moving body 
of water. Trees overhtmg the 
banks and little swarms of mos
quitoes buzzed above the sur
face. Apa1t from ti·out, what 
else was in the dark brown 
water? Suddenly the inadequa
cy of my clothing shuck me. If 

I went into this unknown water 
would something strange swim 
up my pant legs? Vivid pichues 
from the movie African Queen 
presented themselves, pichues 
of Humphrey Boga1t pulling 
the old boat through a shallow 
swampy section of a leech
filled river, Katherine Hepbum 
pulling the leeches off his back 
when he rehll'lled to the boat, 
his revulsion. It's one of those 
movie images that stays with 
you always, like Janet Leigh's 
shower scene in Psycho. How 
well did I know Tom, anyway? 
I hesitated. 

These were not the images I 
had enjoyed in my daydream of 
fishing in a river. In my mind, 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUGE LOG 

Drugs for Sale 

'th posses
sion of a class D drug and a 
stop sign violation. 

8:20 a.m. A male juvenile 
was arrested at TFHS and 
charged with two cotmts of 
assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon. 

Saturday 3-19 
3: 15 p .m. Report of a dis

h1rbance on the hill across 
from Food City on Avenue A. 
Kids were throwing snow
balls at cars. They apolo
gized. 

6:10 p.m. Report of a pos
sible breaking and entering at 

the Shea Theatre. Under 
investigation. 

7:16 p.m. Walk-in to sta
tion reported vandalism at a J 
Street address. A brick was 
thrown through a window. 
Report taken. 

Sunday 3-20 
7:30 a.m. Walk-in to sta

tion reported unattended 
child under the bridge in 
Montague City. Officer fotmd 
people fishing, everything 
fine. 

9:41 am. One-car acci
dent reported on Millers Falls 
Road. One person taken to 
FMC. Summons issued. 

Monday 3-21 
2:07 a.m. While on pati·ol, 

officer noticed broken win
dow at the Scalper's Lodge in 
Lake Pleasant. Under investi
gation. 

12:55 pm. Report of an 
assault at a Park Street 
address. Neighbor dispute. 
Found to be verbal only. 

9:12 p.m. Report of a dis
turbance at a 3rd Street 
address. 

I 

peace and disorderly conduct. 

Tuesday 3-22 
3:14 am. After a motor 

vehicle stop on Millers Falls 
road, 
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be necessary. A vitrectomy is a 
surgical procedure that removes 
the vitreous gel with its floaters. 
A salt solution replaces the vit
reous. The vitreous is mostly 
water, so patients who undergo 
the procedure don't notice a dif
ference. However, this is a risky 
procedure, so most eye surgeons 
won't recommend it unless the 
floaters are a major impediment. 

New floaters can sometimes 
appear suddenly. When this 
happens, it usually is not sight
threatening and requires no 
treatment. However, a sudden 
increase in floaters could mean 
that a pa1t of the retina has 
pulled away from its normal 
position at the back wall of the 
eye. A detached retina is a seri
ous condition and demands 
emergency treatment to prevent 
permanent impaiiment or even 
blindness. 

What should you do when 
you notice your first floater? It's 
a good time to get that eye 
examination you've been 
putting off. 

the water was always rushing 
by, clean and clear, inspii'ing a 
feeling of joy, peace and well
being. The large blue sky over
head was bright and optimistic. 
There weren't any mosquitoes. 
In my dream the river was 
friendly and welcoming, not 
threatening and filled with anx
iety. I wanted to go back to the 
van and wait until Tom was 
done fishing. At the same time, 
I knew I had babbled on about 
wanting to go so much it would 
be humiliating to back out now. 
Pride won the day, and I cau
tiously followed him down the 
bank and put one sandaled foot 
in front of the other and 
walked into the water. II 

-- was anested and 
~th operating a 
motor vehicle under the influ
ence of liquor, miscellaneous 
equipment violations, and 
failure to operate within 
marked lanes. 

11 :30 am. As the result of 

was arreste an 
c arged with possession of a 
class D drug with intent to 
distribute, possession of a 
class D drug, and disti·ibuting 
a controlled substance within 
a 1000 ft of a school. 



11 

BY FLORE 
Can you tell, when winter is 

slowly blowing away? 
Three distinct things happen. 
And when we see them, 

"Hunah!" Spring is tiptoeing 
along the hillside. 

Even if a carpet of snow 
lingers around Earth's feet, it is 
not pure illusion! 

Follow me, first, along the 
rows of metal silve1y buckets 
carefully pinned on the hips of 
the maple trees. 

That's one lead. As if they 
have become milk maidens, car-
1ying the sweet liquid back, like 
in the olden days! 

Second lead? 
Then, in the sky you see and 

hear squadrons of Canada geese 
honking happily their retum. 

Have you often wondered 
who takes command up there in 
the phalanx of broad-winged 
messengers? What detemlines 
the capacity of being chief 
goose? Do they take tums? Or is 
the oldest goose in charge trans
mitting his or her routing 
knowledge to the next wisest 
one in line? 

Have you noticed how grace
fully they land, on fields more 
crowded than the ta1mac at JFK, 
while some take off to join their 

BY PATRICIA CROSBY 
MARCH,2005 
GILL - I had to laugh when I 
was first asked to keep this jour
nal. I'd be bragging to call 
myself a farmwife. I work in an 
office and always have, of one 
kind or another. My husband's 
the fa1mer. What I know about 
fa1ming would fill an apple bas
ket. No, that's too big. 

On the other hand, for a long 
time now, many fanns have 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Sugar Shack Crawl 
brothers and sisters in the sky? 
What a sight! 

Then the third spring clue 
appears. A certain black cater
pillar was shown to me by 
'tm habitue du Canal 
a Turners 
Falls.' As 
t h i s 

accor
d i o n 
unlimbers 
after a long win-
ter's nap, taking great 
care to cross the road escap
ing 'de justesse' our footsteps. 

You can scream and shout: 
"Cay est, c'est l'printemps!" 

That's right, now is the time 
for you to tour leisurely arotmd 
the local sugar houses, affec
tionately known as sugar 
shacks. They serve hearty meals 

to the whole family. 
Yes, we deserve to smell that 

blond sap bubbling now around 
us. 

Like the 
discovery must have been, by 
the first settlers. Think, it was 
the Native Americans who 
shared with them their knowl
edge of collecting sap in hollow 
logs. How do you suppose the 
Native Americans unlocked that 

sweet secret from the maple 
trees? 

The venerable sugar maple 
tree is also known as ACER 

SACCHARUM. 
If you taste the sap, 

before being 
boiled, it 

taste like a 
sugary 

water 

with 
a very 

faint 
"soupcon" 

of maple remi-
niscence. 

Would you believe 
trees can be tapped for a centu-
1y? This occurs late Febmary 
through early April. 

So, don't delay! 
We have selected for your 

"sugar shack crawl" four sugar 
houses that serve copious break
fasts in Franklin County. Try 
them all, at your pleasure, as 

Farmwife's Journal 
been worked by one spouse 
while the other takes an off
fa1m job, so who's to say it's so 
much different in our case? The 
rhythms and pattems of the life 
permeate the days of both ofus, 
and that of our children, too, 
those away and those at home. 

For example, my husband 
has decided not to sugar this 
year, which will make two years 
in a row we haven't been part of 
that sweet and steamy society of 

neighbors across the county 
whose "clubhouses" look so 
inviting as you drive by, in the 
rain or wind or cold of a dark 
March evening. The sugar 
house here is empty: no bub
bling evaporator, no battered 
kitchen stool drawn up to the 
vat, no coffee mug with a shot 
of sap like brandy. With two 
children off to college and the 
one at home only seven years 
old, sugaring would have 

become a one-man operation, 
and while that's not impossible 
(a 77-year-old man in my 
church set his 20 taps last week) 
it's not a carefree and easy task 
either. There's the preparation of 
the sugar house, the equipment, 
and the wood; the setting of the 
taps and buckets; the daily, late 
aftemoon collection -- often by 
tractor, sometimes by foot in 
deep snow, (neither simple to 
manage with a home-from-
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they will soon close when the 
temperature is no longer freez
ing at night. 

In Shelbume; Gould's Sugar 
House, Exit 26 off 1-91, seven 
miles west on Route 2 

1-413-625-6170. 

In Orange; Johnson Fa1m, off 
Route 2A at 210 Wheeler 
Avenue. 

1-978-544-7835. 

In Deerfield; Williams Fa1m 
Route 5&10, one qua1ter mile 
south from Historic Deerfield 
Village. 

1-413-773-5186. 

In Ashfield; South Face 
Farm, off Route 116 four miles 
northwest of Ashfield. 

1-413-628-3268. 

For details and info1mation, 
contact the Massachussetts 
Maple Producers Association. 
Their website is: 
www.massmaple.org; email: 
info@ massmaple.org. 

They offer an info1mative 
updated leaflet of all gifted 
"sappers." 

school small one in tow); and 
then of course, the slow, patient, 
careful process of sugaring off 
itself: a delight if you've not too 
much else to do, but a strain if 
you've got cheesemaking, milk
ing, and calving at two separate 
fa1m sites going on at the same 
time .... well, you get the picture. 

Blossom and Nutmeg will 
have to be our sugarplums this 
year. More about them later. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~issance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

MINIMALLY INVASIVE 

T0L4.LLY EsrHETTC 

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D.S. 

773 Ave. A 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-4250 

4 Springfield St. 
Chicopee, A-1A 

413-592-3530 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

LAPINE TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE 

-~1·'./f'i,; 

8116mm films/35mm slides to DVD 
or VHS, PAL conversions/picture 

i(.\ • .•• disks/Beta/Super 8mm/ {I{ t~~i.: 

~ •·•'.',, . •. U-matic/photo to DVD 

Bill and Kathy White 
Greenfield, MA (413) 773-7747 

FIT FIGURES 
ss Training Fitness Center 

Sandra Parsons 
Fitness Consultant • (413) 423-3954 

• Yoga • RAMP Cardio Classes 
• Nutrition Plans 

• Fully adjustable machines 

55 French King Hwy • Erving 
In the Frenctr King Entertainment Center 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners Falls, MA 

Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 
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Planting Just Around the Corner 

$20 for 26 weekly issues of 

mIJe .i$lontague l\r,porter 

BY WOODY BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - While I 
write this, there is snow cover
ing most of the ground in my 
view. Yet the persistent garden
er knows we will soon be stick
ing our hands into the soil and 
planting. 

Of course, if you get with it 
right away, it's still not too late 
to sta1t tomatoes, peppers and 
melons indoors. After they ger
minate, you'll want to keep 
them in a sunny window until 
it's warm enough to plant them 
outdoors. For these crops, that's 
pretty close to Memorial Day. 
They appreciate a wa1mer soil. 
Incidentally, I know the expe1ts 
will tell you, and I've even 
advised this in an earlier article, 
strut tomatoes and peppers in a 
soil-less sta1ter mix. To be safer 
in the avoidance of damping 
off, the expe1ts are undoubtedly 
right. I would just interject here 
that I've staited my tomatoes 
and peppers and melons in 
good old-fashioned potting soil 
for close to fifty years, and 

never 
had a 
serious 
problem. 

A s 
soon as 
your soil 
is at all 
workable 
you can 
s t a r t 
planting 
some 
vegeta
bles out
doors. 
These 
include 
spinach, radishes and at the end 
of April, lettuce. I think lettuce 
will take a light frost, but noth
ing too severe. 

The varieties you plant are 
dictated by your table favorites. 
Some people don't like radishes 
at all, but for those of us who 
do, it is surprising how many 
different varieties there ai·e. My 
suggestion is: try more than 
one. Although my wife is the 

principal 
lettuce 
grower, I 
know that 
she plants 
many vari
eties. She 
is also the 
planter of 
peas. You 
don't have 
to wait 
until a 
frost-free 
date to 
start peas. 
Wow! No 
pea that 

ever showed up in a supermar
ket can match the flavor-filled 
peas that come from the gar
den. I pop them in my mouth 
like candy. Something I've 
come to realize rather late in 
my gardening cai·eer is that car
rots do grow bigger in raised 
beds. The difference between 
these canots and ones just 
started in garden soil is almost 
startling. They ai·e both larger 

MONEY MANUAL 

and longer. Around here, cai·
rots can be planted anytime 
after the first of May. 

There are vegetables that 
need both warm weather and 
soil. All vine crops seem to like 
heat. Cucumbers and squash 
can be sta1ted before Memorial 
Day, but not by much. Just a 
snap of frost, and you have to 
sta1t over. 

I haven't said anything about 
the garden and preparing it for 
seeds and plants. My hope is 
that you turned it over last fall. 
If you did, don't do it again. 
Too much churning of the gar
den soil discourages wo1ms. 
You want worms in your gar
den, so don't scare them away. 
They are busy making the soil 
fe1tile for you. 

Seed packets today have 
good instructions for planting 
individual crop types. Do what 
your seed provider tells you 
and you should be reasonably 
assured of success. Happy gai·
dening. 

Earn Eight Percent Interest on 
Funds Received by March 31st 

To subscribe send 
check or money order 

for $20 to: 
Montague Reporter 

24 Third Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name: -------

Address: 

·----------· 

BY FRANCES RAHAIM 
MONTAGUE CITY - Hard 
asset accotmts rose by eight 
percent as of March 18th. 
Investors looking to hedge 
against declining stock market 
or other losses can still take 
advantage, and receive the 
eight percent increase, if they 
act quickly. 

Accounts must be opened by 
March 29th in order to receive 
the increase. The increase will 
be applied to your account 
immediately. 

Due to processing time, this 

Abolt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
PC REPAIRS AND UPGRADES 

QUlCKBOOKS SUPPORT & TRAINING 

MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

PC SETUP AND TRAINING 

413-367-0025 
al>tface@bellatlantic.net 

Office Hours by Appointment 

means that 
paperwork 
must be 
completed 
no later 
t h a n 
Tuesday, 
March 
29th by 
1 2 : 0 0 
noon. 

modicum 
risk. If 
choose 

you 
this 

of 2005 off with a whopping eight 
percent on March 18th. There 
may be additional increases 
before year's end. option, you 

should be will-

This can 
be a good choice if you feel 
most comfortable with your 
ftmds secured by tangible 
assets with proven value, and a 

ing to commit 
to a three to 
five year mini-
mumte1m. 

Historically, 
these accotmts 
have well out-

performed other conservative 
types of accotmts. In 2004 they 
are up an impressive nine and a 
half percent and have staited 

HOME COOKING 

These accounts may be used 
to provide immediate income, 
or you may leave the rehuns in 
for foture use. 

As the saying goes, "The 
early bird gets the wo1m." In 
this case, those who act before 
noon March 29th get eight per
cent! 

For more info1mation, call 
me at 413-773-3330, or email 
me at dr@moneymanual.com. 

Here is a recipe Leslie Brown of Montague City sent in recently. We encourage other readers to mail favorite 
recipes, with any introductory remarks you may wish to include to 

Montague Reporter, 24 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376, or via email to reporter@montaguema.net. 

Leslie Brown's 

LIGHT BUT HEARTY PANCAKES 
These pancakes are nothing like the hefty but rather tasteless commercial variety. T1y them and 

you'll want to make them again. The tart taste of the cranbenies is the perfect foil for the sweetness 
of the new symp of the season. 

1/2 cup flour 
1/3 cup quick oatmeal 1 ½ tsp. baking powder 
pinch baking soda 1 teaspoon sugai· 
1 half-ripe banana 1 egg 
1 teaspoon oil 1/2 cup orange juice 
3/4 cup fresh or frozen cranbenies 

Mash the banana with the oil and then add the orange juice. 
Stir in the cranbe1ries. In a large bowl, blend the dty ingredi
ents and then add the liquid ingredients. Add enough more 
juice to make a blend you can pour onto a hot flying pan or 
griddle. The secret is to stir lightly and not to beat. This keeps 
the batter light. This recipe makes 6-8 small pancakes. Double 
if desired. Enjoy! 
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Patriots Sign Dwight 
too much for the Patriots this 
year, and a new deal could not 
be reached. 

along 

Tim Dwight can stay healthy he 
should be a good addition. 

Expect the Patriots to draft 
another wide receiver in 

April's pick to fill the fifth 
receiver spot. 

The Patriots also have 
last year's fifth rotmd 
pick receiver P.K. Sam 
who will battle for the 

fifth receiver spot. Sam 
gives the Patriots much 

dropped down into the fifth 
rotmd where the Pat:Ifots 
grabbed him. Sam looked good 
in rookie mini camp, impressing 
Patriot coaches with his good 
hands, size, speed, and route 
nmning. But he had a knee 
injwy during t:i·aining camp and 
was put on injured rese1ve for 
his entire rookie season. With a 
full year to leam the Patriots 
offense tmder his belt, he could 
be ready to be the fifth receiver 
next season. Stay tuned. 

BY LEE CARIGNAN 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Patriots signed wide receiver 
Tim Dwight this week to a one
year deal. Temis of the contract 
were not disclosed. It's believed 
to be a minimum veteran con
tract with incentives. The 
Dwight signing probably puts 
an end to any chance the 
Patriots will be re-signing Troy 
Brown. Brown, an eighth round 
pick out of Marshal University 
in 1993, had been with the 
Patriots longer than any other 
currant player. He was a key 
player during the championship 
years, making big plays during 
cmcial moments of big games. 
Brown's best year statistically 
was in 2001 when he had 101 
receptions. Last year, when the 
Patriots secondary was banged 
up, he played comerback and 
had three interceptions. Brown 
was the quintessential Patriot 
player on the team. He was self
less; team-oriented, and made 
the most of his talents. Some 
fans even wondered if owner 
Bob Kraft would step in to t:Iy to 
retain Troy Brown and keep him 
in a Patriot uniform for his 
entire career. Troy Brown's five 
million dollar cap number was 

Dwight, who is only 5'8", has 
blazing speed and will probably 
take over Brown's ptmt return
ing duties. He should have a 
chance to become the slot 
receiver behind sta1ters Dion 
Branch and David Givins. 
Third year speedster Bethel 
Johnson should also challenge 
for the third receiver spot. 
Johnson is coming off a some
what disappointing season with 
very little production as a 
receiver. Dwight is 29 years old, 
and is a seven-year veteran. He 
began his career with the 
Atlanta Falcons but was t:i·aded 
in 2001 to the San Diego 
Chargers as part of the Michael 
Vick trade. He had a career high 
50 catches in 2002, but only had 
16 receptions during the last 
two years due to injuries. 
Dwight has career totals of 153 
receptions for 2,422 yards and 
14 touchdowns. 

with the loss of David Patten 

needed size at 6'5", but is 
ve1y raw and will need to devel
op his skills this year to make 
the team. The Florida State 

and Troy Brown, have left the receiver was expected to go 
Patriots thin at wide receiver. If higher in last year's draft, but 

Great bankers make 
great neighbors. 

Earlier this month, the 
Patriots tried to make a big free 
agent signing of wide receiver 
Denick Mason. Mason chose to 
sign with the Ravens over the 
Patriots. The Mason rejection, 

m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Serving the community since 1869 

MemberFOIC 
Member DIF 

Linda Ackerman 
Turners Falls Branch tvlanager 
195 Avenue A 
413-863-4316 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

S.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

S,-iar,,ing in 11// a,pem r,/ lawn anJ Properly Muintenanu;. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
If you're near us, 

we want to be there for you. 
Ruud•llfial & Com,m,rria/ • Fully /11>11nnJ 

45 Main Street, PO Box B-6 Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell: 522-2563 

MATTHEW EDWARDS 
O'w'NER • CLIMBER 

INSURED 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

62 MOITT'On Hollow Rood • Millers Falls, MA O 1349 

978 544 7452 

(L~$3@!!!!@ ~ !L@!it[l!J@(i 
Auto~a/eg 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

Acu ressure Massage & 
. H!JPnotfrerayy 

Janet Masucci 
413-863-8694 

Nationally Certifie,l in TI1empeu1ic Massage Sin(e [,;>;)3 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

Brian's Faucet & Freeze,up 

Repair 

Locally owned since 1941 
.!Ii 

Full service market 
Fresh fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

Geri Johnson 
~RB, CRS, GRI 

Geri Johnson ~ ~ssonates 
REALTORS 

66 French 1Gng Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
( 413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

HJ:~LE -~....,,.. 
274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 I.M§)OOi)(fflm] 

• ports & accessories 
• helmets 
• books 
• apparel 

ALLAN • DA YID • MELANIE 
Tel: (413) 863-9543 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

t.lVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
MASS INSPECTION STATION 

NO. 13051 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. 

413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

,_._OIV l'RAU 
eo.v'avoav 

SITA LANG 

(413) 854-7569 
CUM-OUJS MIO lfAUIJ • 5llow ,..,,.. ' 

We h~ you sort through or haul tN:SY unwanted stuff in your 

attic, basement, garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

of just about anything! FREE gstinates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 

I III 

IVERSIDE : 
ADIATOR · 

Plastic - Aluminum - Coppt:r - Brass 
DIATORS for CARS -TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l Domestic , 
ooling Rte. 2, <, 

•tern 861-4049 1-800-419-40 
• . . 8-5 Mon-Fri closed 
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

camentrv 
No job too small - General Carpentry and 
Home Repairs. Custom shelves a special
ty. Call David, 625-9584 

computers 

resume and work history: reporterAds@ 
Montague MA.net or 413-863-8666 

services 
COHERENT CONSULTING - Develop 
your vision for healthy communities. 
ecosystems and businesses. 
Grantwriling, strategic planning, 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Celestial Sphere 
Across 
I. Light cannot escape it. 
5. Parking space for a meteor. 
8. New York's is the Hayden. 
9. First stargazer with a telescope. 
IL Fear of lightning and thWlder. 
13. Extraterrestrial science. 
14. He dwarfs Saturn. 
15. L\Ular pull or laundry detergent. 
18. Gemini's element. 
20. Spangled with small stars. 

36. Moon-gazing animal oflore. 
3 7. Famous space telescope. 
39. Rotating neutron star. 

4 2. Big imaginary circle. 
44. When night equals day. 
45. The morning star. 
46. The science of space flight. 

Down 
2. Lighter than air. 
3. Celestial shadow. 

March 24, 2005 

by Bette Black, edited by David Detmold 

17. Star<rossed government agency. 
19. German astronomer, the fo=der of 
modem astronomy. 
20. Charged particles hang out here. 
23. Winged messenger. 

24. I only record the sunny hours. 
25. Of or relating to the firmament. 
29. Vonnegut's favorite moon. 

30. Tauruses are in their element here. 
32. illegally distilled whiskey. T racknology Custom software. data base 

development and web design. Call 413-

367-0149. 
Ecological Footprinting, technical and pro
ject support. 978.724.0108. 

22. Goddess of the moon and the hunt. 4. Tycho ~ Danish astronomer. 
33. Celestial path. 
3 5. Aries element. 

26. He has Betelgeuse on his belt. 5. An old name for China. 38. Moonlight madness. 

Real Estate For Sale 27. Eighth planet from the sun. 6. Color of Mars. 40. It's elemental for a Pisces. 

Reynolds Properties - A friend for the 
buyer; someone to represent youi 
Consulting, buyer representation. 20+ 
years exp Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR. 
CRS. GRI. Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553. 

SEE EVERYTHING YOU MISSED in the 
Montague 250th Anniversary Parade: 
every float, every band, and all the crowd. 
Are you in this video? Call MCTV 863-
9200 to order. Also for sale: Turners Falls 
Girls Softball Championship Game video
tape Both tapes on sale now Greenfield 
Savings Bank in Turners or by calling 
MCTV at 863-9200. 

28. Navigational instrument for shooting 
stars. 

31. Native name for March full moon. 
34. Milky Way is one. 

7. Measure of stellar brightness. 
I 0. Traveler with a vapor tail. 
12. Famous Polish astronomer. 
16. Revolving around the sun. 

41. Erratic star. 
43. What comes between a Cancer and a 
Vugo. 

Help Wanted 
Can You Sell? The Montague Reporter is 
looking for an Advertising leponerClanifieds: 
Director.Can you help us grow? S5tor20wordsperweek; .10per 
Display, Business Cards. and Classified adllitio■al werd. Call: 413-863-8666 
Ads, Work by commission. Submit 

April Events at the 
Great Falls Discovery Center 

Nahire photographer Glenn 
Corbiere's display of dam
selflies and dragonflies of the 
valley will be in the Great Hall 
through April 16th. At the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 

Friday & Saturday, April 1st 
and 2nd - Preschool Adventure: 
10 - 11 a.m. Preschool children 
with adults are invited to join 
activities with Suzanne de 
Lesdemier as she explores mat
ter at either or both events. 

Sah1rday, April 9th - Trees in 
the Valley: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Visitors are invited to join Sue 

Cloutier of the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to learn about 
impo1tant native trees in the 
watershed. 

Saturday, April 16th - Drawing 
from Nahlre: 10 a.m. - noon, 
Annie Chappell, aitist and chair 
of the Friends of the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, will demon
strate how to sketch from the 
wildlife in the exhibits. Please 
bring a 9x12 firm sketchpad, #2 
pencils, and one or two black 
waterproof pens (Uniball or 
Micron). Limited to 8 pa1tici
pants, 14 or older. Please call to 
register. 

2 Avenue A, Tmners Falls. 
For further infonnation, please call 413-863-3221. 
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Michael Fleming 
Montague, MA 

Lawn Renovations 

:Fully Insured 

Loam 
Mulches 

Mowing, Pruning, 
Cleanups 

Stockbridge Graduate 

Ph: 413-367-0129 Cell: 522-5075 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 '4~\tfl Of 
Easy in-town Iocatioo s:~ 
Secure 24-hour access ~iN\Al\.l . 

OFFICE AT so CHAPMAN STREET. GREcNFIELD, MA 1/(\I 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors ~) \, 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

1\,EGAL 
Real Estate & Modular Homes 

Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 

Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

131 Avenue; A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

CUSTOM SAWING• PORTABLE BANDS AW MILL 

~ 
hourty rates 
will come to you 
flexible schedule 
smalljobsok 

bandsaw reduces waste 
saws up to 30 in. x 24 ft. logs 

board edger increases production 
can broker forestry, drying, logging services 

MICHAEL IDOINE • WENDELL, MA• 978-544-2623 

413-863-3780 

Rt: Al E •l ,\ rt 

BENCHMARK BERNARD). MONKIEWICZ, JR. 

&l_RATT 

Hayburne Building • 55 Federal Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

REALTOR® 

Office: 413-774-1200 Desk: 413-774-1221 
e-mail: bemie@benchmark-pratt.com 

Joel Tognarelli 
123 Avenue A 
Turners Falls 1\iiA 

(413) 863-2295 
Store Hours: M-W-F 9-3pm 

Tu-Th 9-4pm 

TOGNARELU HEATING AND COOLING 

Specializing in Repair and Installation 
of Gas and Oil Boilers, Water Heaters, 

Ranges, Fire Places and Piping 

Quality and Comfort at a 
Reasonable Price 

DOLAN & t50t:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

rm~~~Hl 1~J~R~, Will~~ f~rn,f~, w~RHHl1

~ rnmr 



FRIDAY MARCH 25TH
Moonlight & Morningstar
jazz/gospel concert, Franklin
Medical Center's main lobby. 164
High St., Greenfield. Noon to 1:00
p m. 413-773-2573.

March Full Moon
The first full moon after the Spring
Equinox will be a celebration of
renewal, rebirth, eggs and a search
for the quacking in the woods will
reveal vernal pools and their wood
frog denizens. Poetry, snacks and a
little candle light will round out the
evening woods ramble. Northfield
Mountain Recreation Area, Route
63. 6:30 to 9:00 p m. For ages 10
and older. Pre-registration 800-
859-2960.

Fourth Friday Contra Dance with
David Kaynor & Greenfield Dance
Band Guiding Star Grange Hall,
401 Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00
p m. - midnight. 413-367-9380.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,
MARCH 25TH & 26TH
Media Arts Cafe features the film
Fly Away Home, rated PG. Thomas
Alden (Jeff Daniels) and his
daughter, Amy (Anna Paquin)
can’t seem to get along. But when
thirteen-year-old Amy takes on the
responsibility of raising abandoned
goslings, relations improve
between Amy and her father. After
the geese imprint on Amy, Thomas
and Amy must teach the geese to
migrate. The airborne adventurers
rediscover their love for one anoth-
er while overcoming a host of pit-
falls and arriving safely at the
geese’s winter home in this touch-
ing family adventure. Media Arts
Cafe is in the Green Trees Gallery,
105 Main St., Northfield. 413-498-
2100.

SATURDAY MARCH 26TH 
Pancake Breakfast, Second
Congregational Church located
near the Common (Court Square)
in Greenfield. 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.

Psychic Fair
sponsored by the National Spiritual
Alliance from 11 a.m. to 4 p m. at
Thompson Temple, across from the
Post Office in Lake Pleasant.
Readers use different techniques to
obtain information for those who
consult them, including astrology,
I-Ching, hand reading, psychome-
try, spiritual counseling, and tarot
cards. Consultation is with a medi-
um of choice. "Spirit and Spa," an
anedotal and pictorial history of the
"glory days" of Lake Pleasant as a
Spiritualist resort, is available via
the TNSA internet website,
http://www.thenationalspiritualal-
lianceinc.org and also from the
Lake Pleasant Village Association
at the Post Office, Carroll's Super
Market in Millers Falls, and the
Book Mill in Montague Center.

The Gypsy Wranglers

perform live at Wendell Full Moon

Coffeehouse. A special blend of
Acoustic Swing Music drawn from
the traditions of Gypsy Jazz,
Cowboy Swing, French Musette,
New Orleans Jazz and Big Band.
Proceeds to benefit Temenos. Visit
the Wendell Full Moon Coffee-
house on the web at www.wendell-
fullmoon.org for directions and all
kinds of other offerings.

The Gathering Place at First Parish
of Northfield, Unitarian offers card
and board games,  mah-jong les-
sons, open mike for musicians and
writers, coffee & light fare on the
last Saturday of every month from
7 to 10 p.m. 72 Main Street, for
more info call (413) 498-5957.

SUNDAY, MARCH 27TH
Got Kids?

Special Easter
Family Dance

at the Montague Grange: child-
friendly contradancing at 4:00 p m.
The Montague Grange continues
this wonderful family series, now
in its fourth year. The series goes
through April and features family-
style contra dancing, paced for lit-
tle feet (no age restriction) or adult
beginners, in a beautiful, restored
historic building, across from the
Town Commons in picturesque
Montague Center. Each dance is on
the last Sunday of the month, from
4:00 to 5:30 p m., priced a sliding
$5-$10, and includes a light snack. 

Purim Carnival
Come in costume for a Purim
parade, Purim skit, face painting,
and carnival featuring games and
hamantashen (pastries). Temple
Israel, 27 Pierce St., Greenfield.
11:15 a m. to 12:30 p m. 413-772-
8689.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30TH
Mid-Week Music featuring
Northside Saxophone Quartet All
Souls Church, 399 Main St.,
Greenfield. 12:15 to 12:45 p m.
413-773-5018.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2ND 
Redbird to perform live at
Memorial Hall in Shelburne Falls,
7:30 p m. Redbird is Peter Mulvey,
Kris Delmhorst and Jeffrey
Foucault. What an album, what a
tour! Redbird is born out of a tour
that Peter, Kris and Jeffrey played
together in England in 2003. Upon
returning home, they recorded
Redbird in 3 days around one
microphone, with the talents of
producer and multi-instrumentalist,
David "Goody" Goodrich.
Listening to any one of these artists
is a delight; put them all together,
and it’s pure ecstasy! $15 advance /
$18 door / under 18 half price!

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY,
APRIL 2ND & 3RD
Touch of Class Cat Fanciers Spring
Cat Show. Find out who's top cat
and pick your own favorite feline.
More than 300 beautiful purebred

cats and kittens of over 25 breeds.
Best Western Royal Plaza,
Fitchburg. 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p m.
978-975-3644.

SUNDAY, APRIL 3RD
GCC CHORUS

SPRING CONCERT
Greenfield Community College
Chorus will continue its spring
semester performance series with a
concert of music from the
Renaissance to the present at 7:30
p m. at the Unitarian Church in
Northfield. The chorus of twenty
singers will sing under the direc-
tion of Margery Heins, with  Amy
Crawford, accompanist. The con-
cert is free and the public is
encouraged to come and enjoy the
program. Donations will be accept-
ed to defray concert expenses.
Music will be performed in French,
Latin, German, and Italian, and
will include pieces for one to five
voice parts. Soloists drawn from
the chorus include Michelle
Plummer of Greenfield, Gretchen
Harbourt of Bernardston, and Alec
MacLeod of Montague. Guest
instrumentalists include Shanti
Archer, flute; Seth Ainsworth, vio-
lin; and Paul Tacey, percussion.
The GCC Chorus will also be per-
forming at 12:15 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 27th, at the
Mid-Week Music Series held at All
Souls Unitarian Church in
Greenfield. For more information,
call 775-1171.

Guitarist/singer/songwriter and
Greenfield native Bob Lord returns
to the area for a solo acoustic show
at Cafe Koko, Main St., Greenfield
at 7:30 p m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9TH
SPRING + MUSIC + FUN =
ENRICHED EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES - At 8:00 p m.
the Turners Falls High School
Theater will host the first Gill-
Montague GALA. The event is
being co-sponsored by Greenfield
Savings Bank and the Montague
Elks #2521. This family-oriented
GALA is presented by the
Educational Fund Board of
Directors in partnership with Nick
Waynelovich of Ja'Duke
Productions. Among the perform-
ers will be the Shea Swing
Orchestra, students from the ele-
mentary and secondary schools,
several local artists including
David Weidenfeld, John
Waynelovich, and Haven't Got a
Clue. The price of admission is
$10.00. Tickets are available at
Equi's, Scotty's, World Eye

Bookstore, all the Gill-Montague
Elementary Schools or by calling
Turners Falls High School at 863-
9341. The Gill-Montague
Education Fund is a non-profit
organization established for the
purpose of raising funds for stu-
dent's enrichment through the aca-
demic, arts and athletic programs.

The Pioneer Valley Symphony,
Paul Phillips, Music Director and
Conductor, presents
SCOTTISH ADVENTURE

featuring James Buswell, violin
soloist. Works to be performed are
Mendelssohn's The Hebrides
Overture, Bruch's Scottish
Fantasy, and Walton's Symphony
No. 1. 7.30 p m. in the Greenfield
High School Auditorium on Lenox
off of Silver St., Greenfield.
Advance tickets are $16.00 gener-
al, $14.00 senior, $10.00 student
and $5.00 children, available at
World Eye Bookshop, Greenfield;
Broadside Bookshop,
Northampton; and online at
www.pvso.org.  Door prices are
$18.00 general, $17.00 senior,
$10.00 student and $5.00 children.
This concert is generously spon-
sored by The Loomis Communities
and Greenfield Savings Bank. Info:
www.pvso.org or (413) 773-3664.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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www.gardencinemas.net

1 ROBOTS PG
DAILY 6:45   900
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED  1200  2:15  4:30

2. GUESS  WHO PG13  in  DTSsound   
DAILY 600   900
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED  1200  300

3. THE PACIFIER PG  
DAILY 600   900
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED  1200  300

4. MILLON DOLLAR BABY PG13 in  DTSsound  
DAILY 6:15   9:15
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED 12:15   3:15

5.  ICE PRINCESS G
DAILY 6:15   9:15
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED  12:15  3:15

6. THE RING2 PG13 in  DTSsound  
DAILY 6:30   9:30
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED  12:30  3:30

7. MISS  CONGENIALITY PG13 in  DTSsound  
DAILY 6:30   9:30
MATINEE  SAT, SUN, &WED 12:30   3:30

SHOWTIMES FOR
FRI. MARCH 25TH -  THURS. MARCH 31ST

Double Feature, March 27th
The Gleaners and I (2000)
Artist Agnes Varda’s no-holds-barred
documentary
Scratch (2002)
A big hit at Sundance, this film traces
the birth of ‘turntablism.’

Mondays - Ongoing Digital
Arts Project, 3 to 5 p.m.
Tues & Wed - Ongoing Music
Project, 3 to 5 p.m.
Thursdays - Technology
Drop-in hours, 3 to 5 p.m.
Friday, March 25th -
Open Mic, 6 to 9 p.m.

These programs are free (except
some skate trips) and open to

local teens. Some require permis-
sion slips. For more info about

any of these events or programs
please call Jared at 863-9559.

Hot Spot Teen Center is in The Brick
House Community Center,
24 Third St, Turners Falls

Hot Spot
Teen Center

RREEDDBBIIRRDD    

Saturday, April 2nd, 7:30 p.m.,
Memorial Hall in Shelburne Falls.

MABEL ZOBLE 

5\A\doy All 

ot7 films 
free 

donations 3;:Si;i~~ 
accepted M0lft'OJ •HA 

DEEP FREEZE FILMS 

Projected upstairs with refresh
ments by the Ledy ~ligl"ew Cafe 
www.mcmlaguebookmill.com, (413) 367-9206 

$ GREENFll:I.D 

~~!~~ 
413-774-4881 

BY SANDRA FACTO 

THREE MORE LAPS. e e THAN YOU AND I 
ARE GOING TO HAVE A LITTLE 

CONVERSATION, MR. BUNNY RABBIT. 
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BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Snowdrops are little white flow
ers that brave the late spring 
cold and poke up through the 
vestiges of winter snow. Some 
folks may have hyacinths 
appearing in a cultivated, shel
tered, southern exposure, while 
my snowdrops make their way 
in a rough backyard lawn, in the 
shade of the hicko1y tree or 
underneath the grape arbor. 
Galanthus, the Latin name, 
comes from 'small bulbs'. They 
establish perennials that multi
ply year after year if they like 
their habitat. A few bulbs can 
expand into a circular clump 
from which new plots can be 
sta1ted. 

Reader's Digest Garden 
Book warns that the bulbs 
should never be allowed to dry 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Snowdrops 
out. Plant them right away if 
you are expanding their space. 
Left alone 
they seem to 
travel on their 
own if they 
are happy. We 
do not cut the 
foliage tmtil it 
has died 
down, as with 
daffodils. 
This is a nui
sance for the 
person who 
mows the 
lawn, but an 
easy trade in 
March for 
folks who 
love them. 
Snowdrops go on and on. They 
will be there for the next gener
ation. 

This same backyard, border- food. The released birds that 
ing the fields, is on the route of have formed flocks all over the 

the twenty or so turkeys who 
find the Greenfield Road fa1m
lands a good source of winter 

state usually 
have their mind 
on food, and the 
male's hand-
some display 
with his tail 
spread on high 
like a fan is 
rarely seen. But 
their shiny 
brown backs and 
wings, their 
bluish heads that 
seem to have no 
feathers, but 
boast red wat
tles, are ce1tain
ly unusual fea
tures. Too, their 

busy yellow feet and good size 
invite inspection. These turkeys 
don't seem to resent people. 

March 24, 2005 

They don't seem to fear autos, 
and their survival is dependent 
on wary drivers. 

A straggler who has strayed 
from his flock has only an ele
mental, mindless, flap and nm 
method of joining his group, 
even if it means crossing the 
road in the path of a car. In com
parison, the crows who frequent 
the area seem to judge the 
approach of an oncoming, 
intiuding vehicle and to make a 
judgment as to how long they 
can wait before flying. 

Backyard life changes with 
the season. The snowdrops are 
particularly lovely in early 
spring when one really appreci
ates the glo1y they bring. The 
turkeys and crows give diversity 
and color year round, and they 
survive and add interest to the 
darkest days of winter. 

A Hot Spot for Inclusive Birdwatching 
BY MARCY MARCHELLO 
TURNERS FALLS - At the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center, a 
new bird watching program is 
developing that is inclusive of 
people of all ages and abilities. 
Outings sta1t from the Great 
Falls Discovery Center on the 
first Saturday morning of the 
month. If you would like to 
observe and learn to identify 
birds at a leisurely pace, inclu
sive bird watching may be a 
good opportunity for you. 
Seniors, fainilies, and persons 
with disabilities - whether new 
or experienced with bird watch
ing - are especially encouraged 
to take advantage of this free 
program. 

At recent programs in 
Februa1y and March, people 
gathered at the Center and then 
drove to nearby locations to 
look for birds together. Some 
people who attended had dis
abilities such as knee problems, 
quadriplegia, autism, or Inild 
cognitive impairments. 
Eve1yone fit right into the wel
coining atmosphere and experi
enced the thrill of viewing an 
Eastern Screech-Owl in a pine 
tree and waterfowl in the canal. 
Participants used the spotting 
scopes, and some used the 
portable folding chairs that were 
provided. Binoculars were 
available for those who did not 
have their own, and no one had 
to walk too far. A large print 
field guide proved to be a handy 

resource. Any personal liinita
tions were soon forgotten as 
people compared the difference 
between mallards and other 
ducks, watched gulls bathing, 
identified an 
Iceland gull 
among more 
common vari-
eties. Some used 
a scope to see the 
white chin patch 
that separates the 
great cormorant, 
an tmusual visitor 
from the coast, 
from the more 
typical double-
crested cor-
morant seen 
along the river. 

along with a htmgiy flock of 
cedar waxwings feasting in 
crabapple trees. 

Jan Ortiz, longtime member 
of the Hampshire Bird Club, is a 

Observing an 
eastern screech owl 
Migratory Way 
Turner's Falls, MA 

my love and knowledge of birds 
has inspired me to help organize 
opportunities for others at a 
slower pace", she says. "The 
Pioneer Valley is a wonderful 

place for bird 
watching and 
Turners Falls can 
be quite a hot 
spot." 

"I had a great 
time," comment
ed Nila Patterson 
of Orange. "It 
was great to get 
outside. Seeing 
an owl was the 
highlight for me. 
I wish I could 
have stayed until 
evening to see it 
fly." 

From left to right· Ted Burynski of Greenfield, Dan Bolton of 
Orange, and Cynt!J Chamberland of Easthampton vie111 the 

screech owl with assistance from Jan Ortiz of the Hampshire Bird 
Club. 

Upcoming 
inclusive birding 
outings will take 
place on Saturday, 
April 2nd at 9 -11 
a m. and Saturday, 
May 7th at 8 -
1 0a.m. As birds in 
migi·ation arrive 
and pass through 
the Turners Falls 
area, the program 
will focus on birds 
that are easy to find 
and view, and iden
tify birds by song. 
Pre-registi·ation is 
required for 
Saturday morning 
progi·ams. Please 
call 413-527-8980 
for more informa
tion and to pre-reg-

Dan Bolton of 
Athol used a field guide and a 
scope to learn how to identify 
different gulls. "Wow," he said, 
"I didn't realize that it takes 
from two to four years for them 
to become full adults." Bolton 
returned in March and saw the 
Iceland gull a second time, 

regular program leader for 
inclusive bird watching. An avid 
and dedicated birder who has 
traveled the globe to view birds, 
O1tiz has a leg injmy from a car 
accident over 30 years ago that 
affects her mobility. "My per
sonal situation combined with 

ister. There is a 
liinit of twelve people per pro
gi·am. 

On Saturday, April 16th, 
from 1 - 4 pm., an Accessible 
Bird Watching Open House will 
take place in the Great Hall at 
the Discove1y Center. Local 
birders will be on hand and 

inclusive birding resources will 
be available for people to learn 
about and use. Sho1t excursions 
will take place to Unity Park 
and the State Boat Ramp to 
view eagles and other birds that 
are out on this spring afternoon. 
Stop by, see the exhibits, learn 
about birds, and enjoy some 
refreshments. This event is free; 
eve1yone is welcome. 

Tmners Falls, with the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, easy 
urban access to the river, and a 
wide variety of birds that fre
quent the area year round, is a 
perfect area for bird watching. 
The bird watching progi·am is 
being developed tmder a federal 
gi·ant called Project INSPIRE, 
which stands for Initiative for 
National and State Park 
Inclusive Recreation 
Expansion. Under this three
year gi·ant from the U.S. 
Depa1tment of Education, the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation's 
Universal Access Progi·am has 
teamed up with the Hampshire 
Bird Club of Amherst and All 
Out Adventures of 
Easthampton, to combine bird
ing and inclusion expertise. For 
more info1mation on Project 
INSPIRE and other inclusive 
outdoor recreation opporttmi
ties, call DCR's Universal 
Access Progi·am at 413-545-
5353. 
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