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BY JOE KWIECINSKI
MONTAGUE CENTER
It’s a beautiful day in the
neighborhood, and the
highly affable jack-of-all-
trades, Mark Lattanzi, is
trying to introduce a will-
ing but somewhat slow

but efficient tools. “All
you need is a big, open
pan like they wuse in
restaurants. Then you
stack up your bricks,
make a fire pit, and you're
off to the races.”

Mark has been sugar-

SHAWN M. WOOLSEY PHOTO

beamed, clearly a man
who treasures the avoca-
tion on his quarter-acre
property just behind the
Congregational Church
on Center Street in
Montague where he hangs
buckets on his sugar

According to Mark Lattanzi, pictured with his backyard evaporator bebind bis
Center Street home, “If you can boil water, you can make maple syrup.”

learner to the mystical but
very practical art of maple
syrup making. “It’s actu-
ally a straightforward
concept,” Lattanzi said.
pointing to his elementary

ing consistently for more
than 15 years now, either
helping others or doing it
himself. “I thought the
process was great right
from the very start.” he

maples every year at this
time. “We moved here in
1997.” Lattanzi said, “and
I started working with a
neighbor across the street.

see SYRUP pg 12

OVERFLOW CROWD
At Bunger HEARING

DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE - With a tip
o’ the tam to St. Patrick,
Montague capital
improvements committee
chair Les Cromack con-
cluded his remarks at a
joint public hearing on
Monday between the
selectboard and the finance
committee on the $1.5 mil-
lion budget deficit facing
the town for fiscal ‘09 by
saying, “There’s no pot of
gold coming over the hori-
zon.” Not even if the
Govemnor builds a casino
in Holyoke?

Although the hue and
cry went up to petition the
legislature for more state
aid for schools and towns -
and the word revolution
was bandied about in
regard to unfunded state
mandates for special edu-

cation transportation costs
- there were also plenty of
down home remedies
offered to help Montague
pull itself out of the peren-
nial red ink it has found
itself in since state aid
dropped off, and then flat-
tened in 2002 - 2003.
More than 60 people
attended the forum. over-
flowing the selectboard
meeting room and filling
the second floor hall and
aisles. High school stu-
dents from the Tech School
ran questions from the live
cable access television
audience forward. and the
selectboard fielded them
each in turn. Here is a com-
plete rundown of the audi-
ence comments and con-
cerns and the boards’
responses, which are also

available for home view-

ing on MCTV Channel 17
in the weeks to come.
First off, finance com-
mittee chair John Hanold
went through a detailed
analysis of how Montague
got in its present fix,
including the wuse of
$650,000 in free cash last
year for costs that appear
again in this year’s budget.
Meanwhile, the town has
only $319,000 remaining
in free cash, and so can
dedicate only $300,000 of
that amount to make up
continuing shortfalls in
operating costs. Using
other reserve funds, such
as the overlay assessors
account, the TFHS debt
stabilization fund, and the
sale of real estate at the
industrial park, is fraught
with similar peril, in

see BUDGET pg 8
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Wednesday, citizens of Montague, Gill am’ West County vigil at the east end of the
Gill-Montague bridge on the 5th anniversary of the war in Irag

STEVE COBB P’ HoTo

BY DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS ~
Sometimes a mother’s love can
be a source of strength. At other
times. it can be a trifle stifling.
But there has never been a case
of maternal instinct run quite so
amok as that displayed by
Queen Aggravain (Abbey
Daniel-Green) in her tour-de-
force performance as the cling-
ing magna mater with her ten-
drils wound tight around the
vocal cords of her husband, the
mute king Sextimus (Anton
Luz) and the heartstrings of her
listless son, Prince Dauntless
the Drab (Aaron Cappucci).
These were among the high-
lights of an accomplished cast
in this weekend’s revival of
Once Upon a Matitress at the

THEATER REVIEW

Brilliant costuming enbanced a stellar cast in last weekend’s pmdzm‘zm of
“Once Upon a Mattress” at the Turners Falls High School.

Turners Falls High School,
directed by Findhorn transplant
Lori Sunshine.

In this matriarchal realm. by
reginal decree. no one can

marry until Dauntless does, and
no woman is princess enough to
win her son away from
Mommie Dearest. And so the
courtiers live in a continual

Orce Upor a Mattress at TFHS

state of suspended ani-
mation, whipped to a
frenzy each time
another candidate for
the prince’s matrimo-
nial prospect arrives,
only to have their
hopes dashed when the
possible bride is daunt-
ed by another of
Aggravain’s impossi-
ble tests. As the curtain
opens. the lovely
Princess 12 (Olivia
Nicotra) is merely the
latest victim to fall
afoul of Aggravain,
and we can’t blame
Dauntless for pouting when she
fails the final test. (which
involves a really hard question:
“What is the middle name of

the daughter-in-law of the best
friend of the blacksmith who
forged the sword...” that killed
the dragon slain by St. George?
Sheesh.)

‘Mom, sometimes I get the
impression you don’t want me
to get married.” ‘“Why. of course
I do, darling’ replies the Queen,
as she pinches his cheek. ‘If
only I were 20 years
younger...!” Sometimes, she
seems a little less than kin, a lit-
tle more like the kind of mother
to whom the thought of cradle
robbing has perennial allure.

But, thankfully, there are
other forces at work here, as
powerful as a mother’s love.
You can’t keep an entire kKing-
dom waiting at the altar forever,

see PLAY pg 13




THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

March 20, 2008

PET OF THE WEEK
Sun Worshipper

My name is Annie and I am
a ten-year-old black and white
pointer mix in need of a good
home. I am a sweet older girl
with soulful brown eyes that
just beg you to take me out
for a walk. T am lively and
affectionate and love to enjoy
sunny days outside. I like to
be inside too — do you have
any room for me to lay by
your feet? It’s never too late
in life to meet your very best
friend, and I am looking for
mine right now! I should be
fine with children 12 years
and older. Dogs: yes, Cats:
yes. For more information on
adopting me please contact
the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email
leverett@dpvhs.org.

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA . .net

local gassip, news & business lislings

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Sea, Sand and Surf

BY LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS On
Saturday, March 29th, Mad
Science will present Sea. Sand
and Surf at the Camegie Library
at 10:30 am. and 11:15 am.
Young children and their fami-
lies are invited to participate in
these free hands-on science pro-
grams. Each identical session

will be 30 minutes long. Group
size is limited and registration is
required. Please call (413) 475-
1554 to register or for more
information. Franklin County
Family Network and the
Montague Cultural Council, a
local agency supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural, are
sponsoring the workshops

LIVE IN

Feel Like a Brand New Person!
4 ﬂ i Ilam:ulal
! Ed's

115 Avenue A * 863-2085
Ed, Denise & KarriAnn

| “54 Years on the Ave” |

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

Women Business Owners Meeting March 29th

TURNERS FALLS - On
Tuesday, March 25th, the Gill -
Montague Women Business
Owners Association will meet
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Avenue A
Chiropractic & Massage, at 296
Avenue A. The association is
newly forming and all women
business owners in Gill and the
five villages of Montague are
welcome to attend!

Each woman will have a
chance to share a two-minute
intro for herself and her busi-
ness and then guest speaker
Siobhan Hinckley, marketing
specialist (who formerly

Local Musicians to Rock the Shea Theater at Benefit Concert

TURNERS FALLS - Local
musicians will rock the stage of
the Shea Theater on Sunday.
April 6th from 1 to 5 p.m. All
proceeds will benefit the the-
ater’s operating expenses.
Music will include the
gypsy jazz of Di Di Coy (for-
merly Taxidermy Grandma):

worked in marketing for Whole
Foods Market) will give a pre-
sentation. The association is
forming to support women
business owners, to help them
create and grow their business-
es throughout networking and
mentoring. The meeting is
being hosted by Avenue A
Chiropractic & Massage; food
will be provided by Avenue A
Cafe: and there will be a raffle
for a free massage given by
Debra Graham.

Please RSVP by calling
Karen Adams at 863-0088 or
413-768-8333.

originals and covers, blues and
improvisation of the Steve
Crow Trio, comprised of Steve
Crow on acoustic guitar and
vocals, Peter Kim on electric
bass and Don McAuley on
drums; plus hip hop. rock.
indie, rap., reggae, garage, soul,
funk and a little twang by the

FAGES & PLACES
mall Scale Logging

:JBSEPH A. PARZYCH PHOTO -

Skidder in the yard of Dick French, Main Road, Gill

Land Trust Follow-up
Meeting

A follow-up meeting will be
held at the office of Equity Trust,
177 Avenue A, on Monday,
March 31st at 6 p.m. to consider
the possibility of forming a com-
munity land trust for Montague.

All area residents interested

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buying and selling used books

322 BRIDEE STREET, 2ZND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FalLlLs, MA

413-625-9850
.com cl d Mondays

in supporting affordable home- dol I

ownership. protecting rental
properties, and helping prevent
foreclosures are invited to
attend. For more information,
please call 413-863-9038.

COMEDY AT THE SHEA

' Saturday,
April 5th

Come along and bring a 8 PM (woors open =7
friend. ol
Jimmy
Dunn with
Lowercase g’s with J.D. Kelly 3 17 &
Keating. McFarland = e

Tickets available at World Eye
Bookshop or 863-2281

www.sheacomedy.com

THE

SHADY

Additional guest performers
will be announced. Tickets are
$6 and may be purchased in
advance at Avenue A Cafe in
Turners Falls and at the Shea
Theater Box Office by calling
413-863-2281.

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

SENIOR GENTER ACTIVITIES -- March 24th - 28th

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a.m.. to 2:00
p m. for activities and congre-
gate meals. Council-on-Aging
Director is Bunny Caldwell. For
information or to make reserva-
tions, call 863-9357. Meal
reservations need to be made a
day in advance by 11 am.
Messages can be left on our
machine when the center is not
open. Mealsite Manager is
Chris Richer. The Center offers
a hot noon meal weekdays to
any senior. A reservation is nec-
essary and transportation can be
provided.

Monday, 24th

10 a.m. Senior Aerobics

11 a m. Easy Aerobics
Tuesday, 25th

Tax preparation for people fil-
ing for federal stimulus refunds
only. First come first serve.
AARP Tax-Aide volunteers pro-
vide free tax return preparation
for Montague and Gill Seniors
at Montague Senior Center.
1:00 p.m. Spring Painting
Classes. David Sund instruct-
ing. Gill & Montague residents

$10 for 6 weeks; all others $15.

Wednesday, 26th
10:30 am. Blood Sugar
Cholesterol. and Blood

Pressure screening

10 a m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursday, 27th

1:00 p m. Pitch

Friday, 28th

10 am. Senior Aerobics
11 am. Easy Aerobics

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Thursday
from 9 a m. to 2 p.m. for activi-
ties and congregate meals. For
information and reservations
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center
director at 413 423-3308. Lunch
daily at 11:30 a.m. with reserva-
tions a day in advance by 11:00
a m. Transportation can be pro-
vided for meals. Thursday shop-
ping, or medical necessity by
calling Dana Moore at 413-422-
2584,

Monday, 24th
9:00 a.m. Exercise
9:45 a.m. Library
12 Noon Pitch

Tuesday, 25th

9 a.m. Aerobics

12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 26th

8:45 am. Line Dancing
12 Noon Bingo
Thursday, 27th

9 a.m. Aerobics

10:15 am. Pool

BreAKFAST, LuNcH & DINNER

Lunch Specials from 11:00 a.m.
Mon: American Chop Suey * Tues.
Chicken Fricassie * Wed: Chicken
Souvlaki, rice * Thurs: Corn Beef &

Cabbage * Fri: Fried Scallops
Sat Yankee Pot Roast

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for
info, schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

Open Sundays 7-2
863-9636

s
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QUALITY VINYL
REFLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimales
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Honest Work
Honest Prices!
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Mass, Contractor Heq. 4 107 141
Mass. License #059565
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Girl Scouts Take the Stage at the Shea

BY SARA CAMPBELL girls were able to experience the on Wednesday.

TURNERS FALLS - feeling of being on a stage, This event was funded by the

Saturday, March 15th was where real productions happen. Massachusetts Cultural

Girl Scout Day at the Shea
Theater. Twenty-six girls
from ages seven to thirteen
participated in a workshop @&
that taught them what it
means to act in a real theater.
Led by David Grout, com-
munity theater director and
actor from Turners Falls, the
girls learned to develop char-
acters, to project their voices,
and looked behind the cur-
tains to understand the parts of a
stage. The girls enjoyed learn-
ing what really happens back
stage. how the curtains are
opened and how the lights and
scenery are hung.

The Country Players’ Amy
Connelly and her daughter
Maureen taught the girls about

CAMPBELL FHOTOS

David Grout feaches Girl S mz‘.r what it means fo act in a real theater
during Girl Scout Day at the Shea Theater in Turners Falls

the magic of stage make-up.
The day’s activities fulfilled the
requirements of the Junior Girl
Scout Theater Badge and the
Brownie “Let’s Pretend™ Try-it.
The awards were made at the
end of each of the two sessions

to the girls who attended from
several local troops, and as far
away as Westfield and Florence.
Though the same activities
could have taken place in a
school or church hall, by hold-
ing the event at the Shea the

The event was a successful
wrap-up to Girl Scout Week,
which takes place each year in
mid-March. Local activities last
week  began
with recogni-
tion at local

church ser-
vices on
Sunday, a

bowling party
at the French
K i1 n g
Entertainment
Center on
Monday, a Tea
Party with e
Dads on |
Tuesday, and
Everyone’s
Birthday party

Council, through its local cul-
tural councils in Montague,
Gill, Erving, Bernardston,

Northfield, and Greenfield.

Girl Sconts also enjoyed bowling at
French King Entertainment Center.

The Amazing Trained Pigs of Riverside

BY JOE PARZYCH
RIVERSIDE - Fred Kerslake
lived in Riverside opposite the
former gas station, next door to
the Red Apple gift shop.
Seabourne Frederique Kerslake
Sr. was born in England in
1865. It’s unknown who hung
the name ‘Seabourne” on him.
Seabourne may have been con-
sidered a cool name in 1865, but
he preferred to be addressed by
his nickname, “Lil".

The Kerslake family first
immigrated to Salem, NY, and
then to Montague City where
Lil’s father raised pigs. One
day, Lil found 12 piglets next to
their dead mother, and raised
them by feeding them with a
spoon. They {followed him
around like puppies. He found
they caught on quickly and
could be easily trained.

Soon Kerslake began touring

with  Ringling  Brothers,
Bamum & Bailey. and the B.F.
Keith  vaudeville circuit.

Kerslake’s pigs were a hit in the

U.S. and Europe. They per-
formed for English royalty and
for the Kaiser in Germany prior
to WWI. He also took his troupe
on the U.S. fair circuit, and was
a regular attraction at the
Franklin County Fair.

Lil Kerslake

Shebell, of Riverside. was one
of those who delighted in
watching Fred at work.

“The pigs would get too big
over the winter,” Shebell said.
“So, Fred would keep just one
to train the others. They would

quick on the uptake as pigs.
“Fred didn’'t have the
patience his father had,”
Shebell said. “He gave up try-
ing to train the dogs and went
back to using pigs. He had a
long whip, more like a stick,

married Mary
Jamieson.
Roberta Lapan’s
great aunt. After
retirement,
Kerslake lived in
Montague City
and later, on
Pisgah Road in
Gill. He died in
1949 at the age of

that he just used to tap
the pigs to prompt
them. The SPCA was
after him all the time
for that, and I think it
had a lot to do with
him giving it up.”
Fred married
trapeze artist Mary
Kessler, whom he’d
met while traveling
with circuses. They

84.

Lil's son. S.
Fred Kerslake,
who had worked for his father,
took over when the -elder
Kerslake retired. Fred began
touring with a five-pig act in
1913. Lapan, and other neigh-
borhood kids, liked to watch
Fred train the pigs. Charles

S. Fred Kerslake the Younger, working his trained pigs

catch on right away. Pigs are a
lot smarter than dogs.”

Fred ftried training terriers,
figuring he wouldn’t have to
constantly break in a new
troupe each season. But he
found that dogs are not at all as

settled in Gill where
Fred raised prize poul-
try and dogs. His wife
was known for having a razor
tongue. Fred eventually hung
himself.

(What happened to the
trained pigs? Turn to page 14 to
Jind out, in this week’s install-
ment of Jep’s Place.)

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

‘v-\_

A sumpluous
array of silk, heirfoom whiles, velveteen,
rayon, wool & fapanese printed coltons.

Vintage-inspired butlons, fewelty & scarves

Delectable Mountain Cloth

125 Main Street, Brattieboro, VT 05301

www.delectablemountain.com

p.'aase visit our website or the store for even more . i
802) 257-4456 s

Cooking Classes for
Kids & Teens

* Giving kids the confidnce and skill to
prepare meals on their own
* Prepare, cook and enjoy your own creations

TERMNERSFALLS

RWER’:UI.JWRE

Tumers Falls
Block Party
PLANNING
MEETING
March 27th
6 PM
Montague
Town Hall

Public Invited
Call Lisa Davol at
413-320-9910 or email
riverculture@montague.net

TURNERSFALLSRIVERSULTURE.OR

to Hind out what
you mrs mizaing.

SE7+ CULTURE # RICATATTON
TERREEEPALLER VEREILTIREDRE

The Warm Skillet

af

413-863-3143 ¢ 888-763-3443
cruise.travel@verizon.net

au's Auto

THE
COUNTRY JEWELER <7

@ Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry
¥ Dinmonds
P Walches
@ Anniversary Bands

Custom repair

work done on premises Ul’if;—ﬂi.fﬁhruaf service!
%37"2]5%’5'5: Mon. - Sat.
Corner of Main & 9:30 - 5:30

Chapman Streets, Greenfield www.countryjeweler.com

e After school and weekend classes
215-423-3030

Each month will focus on a different

area of cooking; breads, pastas,
salads, lunches, dinners, desserts,
breakfasts, grilling & snacks.

lease call for more information and a brochure!

The Warm Skillet
413-223-3636
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Meaningful Gun Control

BY MARVIN SHEDD
BERNARDSTON - The
Supreme Court began hearing
oral arguments this week over
an appeals court ruling that
found Washington D.C.”s ban on
individual handgun ownership
to be unconstitutional. This will
be the first time the Supreme
Court weighs in on the issue of
gun rights since 1939.

The Second Amendment to
the Bill of Rights, the right to
“keep and bear arms,” has long
divided politicians, judges and
the general public. The highest
court in the land, however, has
always steered clear of resolving
whether words written when the
prevailing weapons were mus-
kets and flintlock pistols really
guarantees an individual right to
own a weapon, or whether it
refers to the collective right of a
militia to do so. Here is the actu-
al wording of the Second
Amendment, problematic punc-
tuation and all: “A well regulat-
ed Militia, being necessary to
the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and
bear Arms. shall not be
infringed.”

The issue has been around for
decades and I'm not likely to
add anything that hasn’t been
debated or discussed countless
times. One of the common
retorts to gun control advocates
is that if we start putting con-
trols on guns that the govern-
ment will soon be confiscating
guns from law abiding citizens.
Sorry folks, it just doesn’t hold
up. I don’t believe, for one sec-
ond, that most of us who support
gun control endorse taking guns
out of the hands of legitimate
sportsimen.

The time has come to drop
rhetoric that serves omly to
inflame or incite. It is time to
seek common ground, to find
ways to place reasonable con-
trols on gun ownership; to do
away with loopholes that allow
guns to fall into the wrong
hands. Don’t be fooled by sound
bites from the NRA. To cite the

] Other

Second Amendment in defense
of an emotionally disturbed per-
son who shoots up a school with
an AK-47; to suggest that we
can make the streets safer by
allowing people to camry con-
cealed weapons, is irresponsible
and serves No purpose.

The problem of gun violence
isn’t going to get better anytime
soon. It is, essentially, a public
health crisis crying out for inter-
vention. If you are interested, go
to: www.guncontrol.ca for sta-
tistics on where the United
States falls in comparison to the
rest of the world in relation to
deaths from gun violence. At
thirteen deaths per 100,000 peo-
ple. we far outrank every other
country. If our gun laws don’t
change. there can be little doubt
that we will see more of the vio-
lence at schools, malls, and
churches that has become so
commonplace. We will continue
to witness all manner of horror
perpetrated by people who
found it far too easy to get their
hands on a gun.

I'm not sure how, or if. the
Supreme Court will weigh in, or
if the rendering of a decision
will have any meaningful
impact. I am sure that our chil-
dren should feel safe in school,
that each of us should be able to
walk down the street or go to the
mall without fear of getting shot.
Those who are interested only in
perpetuating myths and propa-
ganda will continue to fight
against any and all gun control
measures. Those who take the
long view on society and civi-
lization will insist that a sense of
reason be part of the discussion.
The time has come to put an end
to the violence, and to make our
communities safe once again.

We Welcome
Your Leiters!

Montague Reporter
58 4th $t Turners Falls, MA 01376
FAX (413) 863-3050

reporier@montaguema.net

Sign Me Up!

[0 $20 for 26 issues (local) [J $25 out-of-area

The basic price of subscriptions barely covers distribution and mailing costs.
Sustaining subsctibers help the paper grow!

Sustaining Subscribers: []$30 [1$50 [1$100

Name:

The Montague Reporter

58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376
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CHANGE FOR A $16 MILLION BILL? CAN
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COMING UP A LITTLE SHORT

S0, YOU WANT

ONTAGUE]

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION

LETTERS TO@Y 4 THE EDITOR
')

Winter’s End

We are approaching the ver-
nal equinox, but if you are
observing the weather outside,
and are as pessimistic about the
weather as I am, you might be
wondering if spring will ever
follow. The Mama’s and the
Papa’s come to mind; to para-
phrase: the sky is gray, and I am
walking. I checked to see if the
stoplight was titled Memory
Lane. It wasn’t.

It is dark. even with the time
change. Gusty is the wind,
gutsy are the New Englanders
that try to brave this type of
weather. We are experiencing
more lion than lamb, as
Marches go.

Pedestrians may soon forget
standing in ankle-deep ice
water at the exits and entrances
to crosswalks. Bicyclists won’t

wear three layers of clothing
simply to survive getting about
without frostbite. If you're a
driver, you won’t worry about
sliding into either above-men-
tioned group.

Visualize a 70% sunny day,
the light green of the buds
newly shown on the trees, and
not a brown, muddy snowbank
in sight. The local downtowns
that have recently resonated
with bucket loaders and plow
trucks will be replaced by the
hum of street sweepers whisk-
ing away all memory of winter.

The lawns will once again
breathe, the summer birds will
once again sing, and perhaps a
few spirits will be restored as
we bid adieu to winter.

- Timothy Adams
Montague City

A Fantastie Performance

Congratulations to the stu-
dents of the Great Falls Middle
School and Turners Falls High
School, as well as all the volun-
teers, who were involved with
the recent production of Once
Upon A Mattress.

What a fantastic perform-
ance by all. Thanks for an
enjoyable Sunday afternoon to
appreciate our local talent.

I had the opportunity to be
involved, as well as view, the
Essence of Country promo on
MCTV, Channel 17. For all

those who view this promo
please keep in mind that the
entire filming, as well as the
editing, was done by the pro-
duction class students at the
high school. with the assistance
of their teacher Doug Finn.
These are just two of the
wonderful works performed by
the students in the Gill
Montague Schools.
Congratulations, and keep up
the good work.
- Sandy Miner
Ervingside

Iraq Moratorium

The Valley Moratorium
Comimittee and Veterans for
Peace will hold a march and
vigil in Greenfield on Good
Friday. March 21st. to com-
memorate the sacrifice for
Peace on Earth and the love of
all humanity this day marks in
the Christian faith, and also to
mark the fifth anniversary of the
U.S. invasion of Iraq. and the
imminent loss of the 4000th
U.S. soldier there.

People who believe in peace
will be gathering in back of
Green Fields Market, 144 Main
Street, proceeding down the
sidewalk to the common. Bring
signs and banners, bring a
friend, most of all, bring your-
self.

- Eric Wasileski
Montague Center

American Dead in
Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 3/19/08

US FORCES

T =¥

(Casualty sign temporarily
located next to Wagon Wheel
Restaurant on Rte. 2 in Gill)
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LETTERS TO 0 THE EDITOR

Land Use Concerns re: Ecosystem Sensitive Development Bylaw

Thank you very much for
the informative piece concern-
ing the proposed Ecosystem
Sensitive Development (ESD)
bylaw being drafted in Wendell
in consultation with Wayne
Feiden (MR VI#23). 1 would
like to share some comments I
have regarding the draft bylaw
and article with your readers.

The current draft bylaw aims
to address issues including
sprawl, open space protection,
and wildlife habitat fragmenta-
tion through a creative
approach whereby a portion of
a lot may be developed while
the remainder, 65 percent, is
protected by a permanent con-
servation restriction.

While the Forest
Conservation Bylaw Study
Committee and the Wendell
planning board should be
applauded for developing such
a comprehensive and systemat-
ic approach toward land protec-

tion, I do not believe the bylaw
at this point adequately pro-
tects natural resource uses,
such as hunting and fishing.
After hand-delivering a let-
ter to the planning board mail-
box on the eve of its discussion
of the draft bylaw, I met with
the Forest Conservation Bylaw
Study Committee. In the draft
language, the bylaw provided
protection for timber harvest-
ing as a potential present or
future use by containing lan-
guage stating that the planning
board would only approve a
conservation restriction that
did not disallow this use (while
not mandating the use). I sub-
mitted similar language which
would also protect hunting and
fishing as a potential use, while
still allowing property owners
the right to post their land as
they might see fit. After my
discussion with the committee,
I am hopeful that the final ver-

sion of the bylaw will contain
language preserving hunting
and fishing as potential land
uses, and I am grateful to the
committee for listening to my
comments.

However, the chair of the
committee did state that the
most important aspect of the
bylaw, in her view, would be
land protection, and that land
uses are secondary. I couldn’t
disagree more.

Land uses, including timber
harvest, hunting, fishing, hik-
ing, and many other passive
recreation uses, which do not
present significant impacts to
the land, and which are wholly
consistent with the purposes of
the ESD bylaw, are just as
important as to protect the land
itself. In my view, it would be
unwise to exclude these uses
under the ESD bylaw. It is of
paramount importance in this
case to protect passive land

uses through clearly stated lan-
guage because the proposed
ESD bylaw would provide for
the first time a systematic and
permanent restriction of land
uses in Wendell, and in such a
systematic effort land use inter-
ests consistent with the bylaw
could seriously suffer if the
bylaw is not carefully crafted.
I would also like to note that
while it is certainly important
for the public to engage the
planning board and other rele-
vant committees prior to town
meeting, and equally important
for the planning board to
address public comment, the
board should be mindful of its
role in bylaw development.
Their role is to draft and pres-
ent bylaws to town meeting for
approval. If in the process of
bylaw development. citizens
feel their interests have not
been adequately represented by
the planning board. it is cer-

Good to the

One cold and snowy morn-
ing, in early February, I got
myself ready to travel from
home in Wendell to a workshop
in Northampton. I had to be
there by 8:30 am. I hopped in
my truck at 7:35, with no time to
spare, soy yoghurt shake in
hand.

I drank my breakfast as I
drove and when I finished the
shake I was still thirsty. Sitting in
my cup holder was my seltzer
bottle filled with good Wendell

Last Mouse

water. I had lost the cap to it a
few days before, so it was con-
venient to grab the bottle and
take a swig. A few miles down
the road, I took another swig of
that good water, (and it was
good).

On the third swig, I felt some-
thing in my mouth. I retrieved it
- small and brown. “What the ...?
Oh. my God!” I pulled off the
road and looked at the bottle. 1
screamed for a minute and then
opened the door and spat repeat-

edly, because, floating in that
bottle, was a very soggy and
very dead mouse. I screamed a
little more, and drove to a nearby
convenience store. By then, I
was just hopping around and
muttering loudly to myself.
“What have I done? What did I
do to myself?”

I held the bottle at arms
length and flung it in the dump-
ster (may Mother Earth forgive
me for not recycling that plastic
bottle). Then I called my spouse
and screamed some more. but by
now I was also laughing hysteri-
cally. I finally got back on the

road. Despite my best intentions,
I got to my workshop ten min-
utes late.

I alternately gagged and wept
with laughter for the better part
of the next week. It appears that
the incident has caused me no
physical harm. And. since laugh-
ter is such good medicine, I think
I may have added several years
to my life. Just the same, I'm
now careful to keep my water
bottles carefully capped, and I
recommend you do the same.

- Chris Wings
Wendell

tainly their right to introduce
amendments on the town meet-
ing floor for approval or disap-
proval. To imply otherwise, as
apparently one member of the
planning board has, simply dis-
counts the importance of town
meeting as the final arbiter of
bylaw adoption or amendment.

While certainly it would
also be useful to solicit the
opinion of local land trusts on
this bylaw, as it is my under-
standing the Forest
Conservation Bylaw Study
Committee may do, this opin-
ion should not carry more
weight than the stated interests
of local residents and voters.

I look forward to continuing
to address this issue with the
Forest Conservation Bylaw

Committee and the planning
board.

- Raymond DiDonato
Wendell
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ls S“HW to Hire
Committed Reporters
to Cover
Local School Committee
and Selecthoard Meetings.

If You Aren't Committed Yet,
We Can Get You Commitled

For Details: Call 413-863-8666

GILL - UMass Amherst Forest
Resources Specialist Paul
Catanzaro will lead a Woods
Forum at the Gill town hall on
Thursday, Maich 27th from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. The Gill town
hall is located at 325 Main
Road in Gill.

The Woods Forum is an
informal discussion designed
to help connect woodland
owners with each other and
local forestry and conservation
professionals to discuss and
share information about their
woods. Topics will include
timber harvesting. natural
resource conservation, devel-
opment of forestland, and the
local forestry economy:.

Forum to Address Woods Management Options

“Many of us don’t think
about our woods on a day-to-
day basis, except to enjoy the
privacy. scenery, and the tran-
quil environment to live in and
raise a family,” says Paul
Catanzaro. “However, at some
point in every landowner’s life,
a decision about what to do
with our woods arises. When
the time comes, it is important
for woodland owners to know
they have options and know
where to find information.”

The Woods Forum will fea-
ture:

» A discussion in which
landowners can ask questions
and get answers from neigh-
bors and professionals about

management and conservation
of their woods.

* The opportunity to meet
people working locally that can
help landowners make an
informed decision about their
land, including representatives
from local land trusts and local
foresters.

* Take-home resources.

The Woods Forum will
focus on the communities of
Bemardston, Erving, Gill,
Greenfield, Leyden, Northfield
and Warwick. A free light din-
ner will be provided. For more
information, and to RSVP,
contact Jay Rasku at 978-248-
2118 or info@nqpartner-
ship.org.

Co-op Grand Open
' at McCusker’s Market
Saturday, March 29th 11 to 4 p.m.
Join us for ribbon cutting 11 a.m.
Kids Activity, Food Sampling, Free Raffles
Live Music with The Fabulous Maurice 11 a.m.
Lounge Duo Robert & Glenda Holmes. 1 to 3 p.m.

Franklin Community Cooperative
Come up to Shelburne Falls
for a visit today!
One co-op...two stores.
Green Fields Market

144 Main Street, Greenfield
M-F 8-8, Sat 9-6, Sun 10-5

(413) 773-9567

GREEN@JHELD
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McCusker’s Market

3 State Street, Shelburne Falls

ng Celebration

d "f’ Hom,,]’

Open Daily 7 -7
(413)625-9411

115 Avenue A
s, MA

Open Tue~Sat 10-6 Sun. 10-5
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

COLAs, DPW Truck Request and Sixth Graders

BY ALEX GOTTSCHALK

One of the top items on the
Gill selectboard agenda on
Monday night was the new Cost
of Living Allowance (COLA)
proposal from the personnel
board. A point of contention at
town meetings in recent times,
it looks certain to be discussed
at upcoming meetings, as the
board has proposed only a 2.5%
increase instead of 4.1%, that
reflects more accurately the
increased cost of living.

“If it’s come up twice, it’s
going to come up again”, said
selectboard ~member Ann
Banash who admitted to the rest
of the board that she had
mitially voted for the smaller
increase, but had recently re-
thought her decision: “We need

to fight to get it up to 3%".
“It’s deplorable that people
think [town staff] should get a
2.5% increase. We have very
good employees in this town.
Are we going to be able keep

them with that kind of
recommendation?” asked
selectboard member Nancy

Griswold rhetorically.

Among other items discussed
were two articles that have been
the subject of much debate in
the last year. The first was a
proposal for a new truck for the
Gill DPW:; the second was the
moving of Gill sixth graders to
the Great Falls Middle School
in Turners Falls.

According to Mick LaClaire,
the DPW chief. Gill’'s DPW
vehicles were already in bad

shape last year, and after this
long sloppy winter of sleet, rain
and snow, the condition of one
plow and sander has further
deteriorated. @~ And  while
LaClaire had lobbied hard for a
new vehicle last year, it was not
forthcoming. This year may be
different. “One truck has to go
on the agenda, no ifs, ands or
buts about it”, declared board
chair Leland Stevens.

One of the sticking points of
getting a new truck last year had
been varying costs, and the
board agreed that prior to a
proposal being made at town
meeting, a firm set of prices
needed to be set so no resident
would have  unanswered
questions about the potential
price tag. “We need to have this

done from soup to nuts, and be
able to have an answer for every
question before it’'s even
asked.” said Griswold.

In reference to Gill sixth
graders remaining in Gill
Elementary School while some
of their peers exercised intra-
district choice to move across
the bridge to Tumers, Banash
said the issue was worth
revisiting as almost a year had
passed since the decision to
keep the sixth grade in Gill was
made at town meeting. The
consensus appeared to be that
Gill students attending school in
Turners were adjusting well to
the change. and getting access
to better facilities than their
counterparts who remained at
Gill elementary. I truly

understand why parents want to
keep their kids there, but it
doesn’t make much economic
sense,” stated Griswold.

In other news, the board
decided to pro-rate liquor
license fees twice a year rather
than in one annual sum. There
are four liquor licenses in Gill,
and each cost their applicants
$990. Under the new policy,
applicants would pay a fee of
$485 every six months. “That
should ease the pain a little,”
said Stevens.

It was also decided that the
Friends of Gill could post
upcoming events on the Gill
town webpage.
(www.gillmass.org) as long as
other non-profits such as the
church could do the same.

Anti-bullying Lessons at Sheffield

BY BRIDGET SWEET
TURNERS FALLS - Students
from Sheffield Elementary
School accompanied Hillcrest
second graders on a trip to
Greenfield last Friday to see
Horton Hears a Who! The field
trip was funded by a grant from
the Northeast Foundation for
Children, based in Turners
Falls.

The NEFC funding was
earmarked to assist Sheffield in
a “schoolwide focus on anti-
bullying,” according  to
principal Chip Wood. “We are
helping students build kindness
and empathy for each other
Anti-bullying has been part of
the social curriculum through

the Responsive Classroom
approach.” Wood said the field
trip to the Garden Cinema was

especially timely because
March 1is the National
Education Association’s ‘Read
Across America’ month,
centered on Dr. Seuss’s
birthday.

Besides, what could be a
better way to explore the
consequences of picking on
someone different than you
than by going to see the newly
released 20th Century Fox
animation of Horton Hears a
Who!?

After all, “a person’s a
person, no matter how
small”.... or no matter what

language they speak at home,
or what the color of their skin
is. Last Thursday, to emphasize
this message, Wood, as the
Mayor of Whoville, led his
students, citizens of Whoville,
into the gymmnasium, which he
presented as Whoville Town
Square. Nine students, as
Smalls, stood in a circle
holding Horton Hears a Who!
books. Everyone shouted
several times. ‘“We Are Here!”
This occurred in various
schools across the country at
exactly 9:15 a.m.

After the movie, one third
grader in Mrs. Wood’s class
said, “I liked it because a lot of
characters in it are like most

kids at school.” A 4th grader in
Mrs. Hazlett’s class got this
message from the film. “Be
nice to friends. (I will) not tell
everyone what to do; be kind to
others,” when asked if the
movie helped her. Meanwhile,
some 5th graders had a more
light-hearted view. “It was
fun,” and “It was good to get
out of school.” They chuckled
when asked if the movie helped
them think about the difference
between bullies and friends.
Mrs. Calkins 3rd graders
wrote a letter to a character in
the story. Their writing,
editing, revising and creating a
final draft enhanced
penmanship, questions they
had about the character and
communication skills.
Afterwards. they colored or

Office Hours By Appointment

NOW ACCEPRTING NEW PATIENTS

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 278 b

4 DellSt !

' Turners Falls, MA 01376 * gloves
Telephone: (413) B63-9656 * boots

* accessories
» gift certificates

23

CYCLE

|’EJ.EE‘3]
A,

2,Gill
(4131 863-9543 for your
Allan = David
emall: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM Don Stebbins
WWIW.AJCYCLE.COM

sat while listening to the
teacher read the children’s
story Loser by Jerry Spinelli,
followed up by a question and
answer discussion about how
students treat children they

view as different from them.
Together, Sheffield staff and
students are working for a
better community within their
school. “Apology of Actions”
rules are displayed in the main
hallway as reminders. Along
with reading, writing and
arithmetic, Sheffield students
are absorbing life skills, from
learning about how it feels to
have your feelings hurt on the
lunchroom or playground, to
learning what the tiniest speck
in Whoville has to say.

After all, a person’s a

person, right? Wa
=
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG
Breaking and Entering

Tuesday, March 11
1:12 am. Following a motor vehicle
stop in Tumers Falls, arrested

operating a motor
vehicle with revoked license, failure
to use care starting, stopping or
turning, operating fo endanger,
failure to stop at stop sign, failure to
wear seat belt and failure to use turn
signal.

7:33 am. Report of burglary.
breaking and entering at an L Street
address, Turners Falls.

9:47 am. Report of burglary.
breaking and entering at a Central
Street address.

2:58 p.m. Report of unwanted person
at a Fairway Avenue address, Turners
Falls. Advised to contact police if
repeated.

Thursday, March 13

12:33 p.m. Report of domestic
disturbance at a Turnpike Road

address. Arrested
Charge assault and battery

(domestlc)

3:05 pm. An'ested-
on a default warrant.

Friday, March 14

4:34 a m. Following a motor vehicle
stop. arrested

C e
operating a motor vehicle with a
revoked license and improper use of
fog lights.

9:03 am. Report of vandalism at a
Bridge Street address, Millers Falls.
Saturday, March 15

12:54 am. Report of neighbor

WE DIG
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

¢ \Washed Stone
o Title V Sand & Gravel
® Processed Gravels
e Red Rock Stone
* 50# bags or bulk
® Brick Red Bark Mulch
® [\lason sand
®*TRG
® | oam, screened/unscreened

(4131 714-128%

disturbance at a Turnpike Road
address. Turners Falls. Peace
restored.

1:34 am. Report of motor vehicle
theft from a Central Street address.
1:35 p m. Following a motor vehicle
stop, arrested

Charged with operating motor
vehicle without a license.

8:40 p m. Following a motor vehicle
stop, arrested

arg

with operating unregistered motor
vehicle and operating a motor vehicle
under the influence of liquor.

9:48 p.m. Report of neighbor
disturbance at a Fifth Street address,
Turners Falls. Peace restored.

11:18 p.m. Report of loud noise
disturbance at an Avenue A address,
Arrested

Turners Falls.

Sunday, March 16

8:40 pm. Report of domestic
disturbance at a Fourth Street
address. Peace restored.

Monday, March 17

12:28 p.m. Following a motor

vehicle stop, arrestcdq
Charged with possession of Class D

drug,
default warrant.

speeding and outstanding

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELEGTBOARD

Cable for Farley,
School Budget Discussed

BY DAVID BRULE - On
Monday, March 17th, two
main topics were discussed
at the Erving selectboard: a
report on progress towards
bringing cable to the Farley
section of town, and the
Erving Elementary School
budget for FY09.

In business related to the
cable project for Farley, Bill
Solomon, the attorney
whom the selectboard has
retained to assist the cable
committee, appeared
optimistic that the
committee would reach its
objectives 1n negotiating

with Comcast. George
Bohrer, who chairs the
committee, was equally

optimistic that Comecast
service to Farley will
become a reality. He noted
that there was also progress
made to provide PEG cable
access to events at Erving
Elementary, including
school committee meetings
and various functions held
at the school.

Conceming the proposed
FY09 school budget,
brought forth by
superintendent Joan
Wickman, a large number
of supporters filled the
meeting room and included
school admuinistrators,
teachers, department heads
and parents. The budget
proposed was

approximately $149.000
over last year’s budget,
equivalent to a 7.7 %
increase. The selectboard
held firm that all town
departments were to be
level-funded, with no
increases this year. The
board was willing,
however, to go with a 3%
mcrease, indexed to
inflation, instead of 0%,
which would amount to an
increase of $60,000. The
superintendent,
administrators and teachers
are left with the challenge
of finding ways to cut
$90,000 from their
proposal.

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
Open Easter Sunday

International Groceries & More!

OPENING SOON. .. Our Deli Department with Boar’s Head
products, prepared food, sandwiches, salads and more! Also meats.

CANTELOUPES

$1.29 ea.

EGGS
$1 79 dozen

Open 7 Days 9-8 « 10 S. Maple St. Hadley (behind Mt. Farms Mall)

1% &

REGULAR MILK
$239 1 gallon

2% MILK - $2.99 1 gal.

585-1117

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Sharon Cottrell
Property Manager

HallKeen

%

&

&

Real Estate Management and [nvestment

TIY: §00.439.0183
Email: hkptown @ verizon.net
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BUDGET from pg 1

Hanold’s view, and so the town
proposes to reduce the amount
allocated from these accounts by
more than $180,000 this year, to
preserve the option of using
similar amounts of reserves in
years to come.

[After the meeting. Hanold
provided a tally of total cash
reserves in various accounts,
including less than the $1.425
million remaining in the
assessors overlay reserve, a large
percentage of which is due to be
released to the town. The total of
Montague’s possible available

reserves at this time is
$2.358,321.]

Hanold said the rise in
operating expenses for the

schools (whose assessment to
the town is projected to increase
by $812.410 this year) and the
town (whose operating budget is
expected to go up by $551,736)
accounts for roughly 60% and
40% of the expected shortfall,
respectively.

Only $470,000 Increase in
Revenue Expected

Hanold said there would be
no immediate prospect of raising
revenues above last year’s levels.
other than the -customary
increase to the tax levy allowed
under Proposition 2%, which this
vear is expected to equal
$401,433, once a $139.356
uptick in town debt for the
combined sewer overflow work
has been subtracted. Unless of
course the town were to break
from tradition and approve a
Proposition 2% override to ease
the pinch on operating budgets -
or specific capital outlays like a
new recycling truck - or unless
that pot of gold suddenly
materializes from Beacon Hill
Once local fee increases
($68.000) and some ancillary
expense items are added and
subtracted, “We have a
$1,530,000 problem,” Hanold
admitted. “Now, what do we do
about it?”

Hanold took the audience
through a detailed laundry list of
possible cuts, ranging from
decreasing the mowing
allowance for the Dry Hill Road
cemetery (still inaccessible to all

but the hardiest
mountain goats)
by $2.000 to
denying the
DPW’s request to
restore one lost
position. at a
projected savings
of $29.000. Other
items that might
be heading for the
hopper are that
new  recycling
truck ($140.000),
a mnew loader
($125.,000) and
reducing DPW
equipment
purchases by
$25.000.

Not to single
out the DPW all

'll

Ralph Kimball is 75 years o/d, retired, and lives on
Avenne C. He worfes three part-time jobs and said

his property taxes bave risen steadily over the last 10
_years. His social security check has not kept pace.

“How much more can the

said it was, and that it
would not affect the

present budget
shortfall, as wvoters
had passed the project

as a debt exclusion
override, outside the
tax levy. Hanold said
$900,000 in grants
had been applied for
to reduce the eventual
cost of the project,
which should be up
and running next fall.

Fresh Air

The next question
was a practical one.
“Could we get a little
fresh air?” Doors and
windows were

by itself, the
boards proposed

town expect out of me?”

thrown open. Turned
out the thermostat in
the town hall was

possible
elimination of entire
departments, including the
senior center ($30.000), the
parks and recreation department
($98,000), branch libraries in
Montague Center and Millers
Falls ($35,000) or even doing
away with curbside recycling
entirely ($39.000). As usual, the
town nurse position, currently
unfilled. was again on the
chopping block ($25,000).

But all those cuts put together,
and many more the boards could
enumerate, totaled no more than
the town’s side of the problem,
with no definite word from the
schools on how they might be
able to ameliorate their part of
the budget shortfall.

Calls Waiting

The first question came in
from a caller viewing the
proceedings at home. The caller
wanted to know, “How much
does the police department
spend on overtime annually. If
the amount is greater than the
cost of hiring another officer,
would you hire another officer?”

Chief Ray Zukowski handled
that one. He said the cost of
overtime would equal $117,000
(out of a total salary expense line
for the 16-member department
of $987.973, or about 11.8% of
the total salary for the
department.) He said hiring a
new officer, plus benefits, would

cost the town about $50,000, “so
hiring two would about
eliminate” the cost of overtime.
He added, “It’s been looked at
for 20 years, and never put into
place.”

The next question. also a
caller from home., wanted to
know what the town was doing
to get a revenue producing
landfill operational on the town-
owned state permitted 36-acre

site off Tumpike Road.
Selectboard chair Pat Allen
assured the caller that a

committee was being formed to
look into this, and offered the
chance to join it.

James Massoni from Precinct
4 wondered if the Strathmore
Mill, into which the town had
sunk $200.000 in repairs,
couldn’t be sold to eliminate the
deficit. Allen responded that
town meeting had actually
authorized $300,000 in repairs,
and the board did not expect a
sale of the property would fetch
much immediate cash, due to its
state of disrepair, but allowed
that long term prospects for
gamnering tax revenue from the
facility were improved.

Massoni asked if the town
owned the deed to the Mill as
yet. Allen replied in the negative.

Massoni also asked if the
town’s commitment to the new
$5.7 million police station was a
“done deal.” Allen and Hanold

turned up to 72
degrees, according to Precinct
5’s Chris Sawyer-Laucanno.
who raised this as an issue in
controlling energy costs when
his time to speak arrived.

Art Gilmore, Precinct 2,
exhorted the crowd to make way
for a landfill. “Truck traffic? We
remember when the Rod Shop
and the paper mills were running
trucks through town every day.
We were grateful for the trucks
because they represented jobs.”
He said a revenue stream from a
landfill on Turnpike Road could
pay for a new senior center, or a
new library, “so our children and
grandchildren won’t have to be
paying taxes for a future debt.”

He said, “I just get so
concerned when you say cut
town employees,” and
recommended the boards “take a
hard look at their health
insurance to retain their jobs.”
He said workers from the DPW
were getting sick from too much
overtime [the staff at that
department is down to 16 -
equivalent to the police
department in numbers - but
DPW chief Tom Bergeron said
his department allocated only
$66.614 in overtime this year, for
snowplowing, line painting,
storm clean-up and the like. to
maintain Montague’s 103 miles
of roads. Out of a total salary
expense of $766,835, Bergeron
allocated about 8.5% of his

personnel budget for overtime.]
and town hall workers were
trying to handle the needs of five
different villages with very little,
or no, support staff.

He continued, “I highly
recommend a Proposition 2%
override. but only if the school
committee takes some hard
tactics to look at what we do for

them.”
He had some specific
suggestions for the school

committee: switch to a 5 - 8
middle school, use Hillcrest for
lower grades (no -elevators
needed), abolish classroom aides
(if teachers are professional they
should be able to handle their
own classrooms) instifute a
parking fee for all students who
drive to school, and conduct all
sports activities during the day to
cut down on the lighting bill.

Carol Shields of Randall
Road (“I'm mnot sure what
precinct I'm in!”) wanted to
know how much of the $97.000
parks and recreation budget was
attributable to salaries. The
answer came back: essentially all
of it. Shields wondered if an
‘adopt a park’ program could be
mnstituted, for volunteers to take
care of various public spaces and
parks in town.

Dean Letourneau of Precinct
4 said, “T beg to differ with the
finance committee whiz-man,”
that the cost of sewer repairs was
not impacting the budget. The
costs, equaling, he estimated
about $97 on the average tax bill,
are coming out of taxpayers’
wallets one way or another.
Soon, the police station costs,
which are going to be roughly
equivalent, will be added to the
property tax bill. He questioned
Bob Trombley about a $400.000
appropriation for additional
sewer work that town meeting
had approved - but the town had
never borrowed and allocated.
Trombley said the money has
been kept in reserve until the
CSO work is  nearing
completion. But Allen agreed it
would create yet another debt, if
and when those finds are ever
used.

Letourneau said slightly more
than 30% of the 3617
households in town were made
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up of seniors living on fixed
income or people living below
the poverty line.

GMRSD Defends Budget

Frank Sokolosky of Precinct
3, asked the GMRSD what they
were doing to draw a line in the
sand on the ‘09 budget.

School committee chair Mary
Kociela replied, “At this point we
have not restored many of the
cuts that we made in the last
several years. We've been
labeled underperforming by the
Department of Education. We
have to report to them next week
with our turnaround plan for the
district.

“We’ve been working to raise
revenues. We joined the GIC
(state health insurance program).
The consolidation issue is
moving forward on elementary
configuration. We have two new
proposals around Montague
Center. But in addition, we’re
moving students into Sheffield
from Hillcrest.”

She added she would be
seeking additional funds for the
district from the DOE.

Interim GMRSD
Superintendent Ken Rocke said,
“The schools are grateful for the
support the towns have shown
them. This is a 5.49% budget
increase that is in line with
budgets coming out of other
schools and in line with town
service budgets.”

[Mike Naughton, of Precinct
2, pointed out later that if debt for
the school building project - paid
for by a debt exclusion override -
is removed from the budget. the
G-M schools are actually seeking
5.82% increase.]

[After the meeting, finance
committee chair John Hanold
stated that the rise in Montague’s
town operating expenses,
projected, from ‘08 to “09, not
including debt, would equal
$441.512 in a $6.637.586 budget.
That would amount to an
increase of 7.1%.]

Rocke contimued, [Over the
last ten years] “state aid has
increased less than 1%, while the
assessments to our towns have

DETMOLD PHOTO

J vbn Hanold addresses z‘be crowd at the budger hearing Monday ?zsgbz‘ as ;“am:
administrator Frank Abbondanzgio reviews data sheets and selectboard chair Pat

Allen appears to pray for a miracle.

been rising 9% to 10% each
year.” [He later explained that
GMRSD budgets have risen
4.5% during the same time
period, “roughly indexed to
mnflation.™]. “It is because state
aid has fallen that your
assessments are going up.”

Rocke said, “The $900,000
(budget shortfall attributable to
the schools) is just Montague’s
share. Gill carries 15% of the
budget. We’d have to cut
$1.050.000. You wouldn’t have
schools left. You’d absolutely
decimate not just your schools,
but your towns as well. We need
adequate state aid for our
schools, so our towns don’t have
to go through this.”

Rocke called the GMRSD’s
budget, “essentially a level
service budget.” He said the fact
that the G-M schools were one of
only three school districts in the
state to take advantage of the
opening to join the lower cost
state health care system (GIC)
last year, will result in savings of
$400,000 for the district, which
the school committee has
decided to put into “very
modest™ restoration of positions
lost earlier in the decade. “We’re
trying to build back some of the
positions that have been cut over
the years.”

After the hearing, Rocke
clarified, ““For the cost of what is
essentially a level services
budget, we are trying to regain
the competitive edge in school
choice by adding back positions

that were lost.” He hopes to
apply the gains from joining the
GIC plan to restoring a reading
first specialist, a math coach, a
literacy coach, a receptionist at
the high school for security
purposes. and rebuilding central
office positions, among other
priorities, although the actual
gains will not be known until
GIC sign up takes place this May.

Included in the school’s
budget request is $100,000 for
new  positions, apparently
separate from the expected gains
from GIC.

Rocke said one of the three
GMRSD employee contracts -
the teachers - is up for
negotiation this year. The cost of
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step  increases and
COLAs for all GMRSD
employees adds about
5% to the personnel
expense line item for the
schools this year.

Who Granted These
Raises?

Greg Garrison of
Precinct 4 wanted a more
specific breakdown of the
costs leading to the $1.5
million budget gap.
“Who  granted the
raises?” he demanded.
“Who signed  the
contracts? You had to
know last year, if it’s a
three-year contract. you
know the snowball next year.”

As someone who lives in the
neighborhood of the Tumnpike
Road landfill site, Garrison also
said, “If you can generate

revenue out of the landfill, T’'m
not against digging a hole in the
ground and putting trash in it. But

e

A
T

B A

don’t use it to fund operating
costs.”

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio said all three town
employee union contracts are up
for renewal this year. At the
moment, only 2% step increases
(no cost of living [COLA]
increases) have been figured into
the 09 budget. He said the 2%
step increases amount to
$60,000, for town employees.
“COLAs would add $30.000 per
step, if negotiated.” The town
currently employs 64 people, not
including the shared dog officer
position or the personnel at the
wastewater treatment plant,
whose salaries and benefits are
largely paid for out of sewer user
fees.

[After the meeting, GMRSD
business manager Lyn Bassett
confirmed the district school
presently employ 230 people, for
a total personnel expense in ‘08
of $8.492,000. She said the
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contracted wage and benefit
increases for paraprofessionals.
Iunchroom workers, and janitori-
al staff would result in a 5%
salary increase for those workers
for ‘09. The teachers contract is
up for negotiation this year, but
for budgeting purposes, Bassett
said the GMRSD was estimating
at least a 3% increase in teachers
and administrator salaries.
Calculated at between 3% and
5%, the increase in personnel
expenses for the G-M schools
will rise somewhere between
$254,760 and $424.600 next
year, and for the duration of the
contracts. The paraprofessional
and lunch room staff contracts
expire in ‘10.]

Abbondanzio said town ener-
gy costs for next year would rise
by 18%, or $34,000. The snow
and ice budget would increase
$13.000. solid waste collection
would rise $60,000, and veterans
benefits. in the wake of five plus
years of war in the Middle East,
would rise $43.000. Employee
health benefits would rise
$158,000, for health insurance
and pension costs. The town’s
increase for the debt from the
sewer project will total $110,000
this year, Abbondanzio said.
while the sewer users will also
see an increase in rates totaling
more than $100,000 this year.

Precinct 2’s Bob Sojka wanted
to know whether costs savings in
personnel and equipment could
not be realized by combining the
Turmers Falls Water Department
with the DPW. He expressed
concern about the proposals to
keep the Montague Center
School open as a Horace Mann
school, or as a district school. “T
hope it would operate at not one
penny more than it would cost to
educate students at Hillcrest.”

Mike Naughton, of Precinct 2
asked, “If we do an override, or
eliminate parks and recreation,
will it keep us from coming back
here next year? Because I don’t
think it will.”

Finance committee member
Jeff Singleton said., “More state
aid is the solution. We are
attempting to put our case to the
state.”

Naughton countered, “We
need to reduce the rate of growth

of expenses. Gill and Montague
cannot support a $17 million
school district that thinks a 5% or
6% increase is appropriate.”

Ralph Kimball of Avenue C
said he was 75 years old and
“retired. I think. Fortunately, I
own my own home. I work three
part time jobs.” He said his prop-
erty taxes have gone up steadily
over the last ten years, but his
social security check has not kept
pace. “T have to live within my
means. How much more can the
town expect out of me? My sav-
ings account that was supposed
to support me in my golden years
dwindles all the time.”

Phone calls came in, from a
young person wondering what
volunteer opportunities existed
for people her age wanting to
contribute to the town. Joining
certain comunittees, supporting
RiverCulture, volunteering for
the Turners Falls block party, or
helping out with the libraries or
the parks and recreation were all
ideas mentioned in response.

Another phone caller won-
dered whether merging the
Turners Falls and Montague
Center fire departments under
town hall would “eliminate some
redundancies.” Allen said,
“That’s something people have
wondered about for 40 years.”

Defending Services

Victoria  Nelson, from
Precinct 4, said. “Thirty percent
of us are living below the pover-
ty line, or on fixed incomes.
Keep the Senior Center. It’s been
an economic lifesaver for me,
and an emotional and social one
as well.”

Chris Sawyer-Laucanno criti-
cized the town’s benefit package
for health care, that provides
employees with a 90% town con-
tribution. “The health care split is
way out of whack with reality.”

He noted that the US Department
of Health and Human Services
figures for 2007 show the aver-
age split is now 70% - 30%.
Companies often pay a 50% -
50% split on health care for high-
ly compensated employees.”

He added, the federal Energy
Independence and Security Act
just got signed, providing $90
million in grants for municipali-
ties to “go Green” in their munic-
ipal buildings. “We ought to be
first in line talking to Kerry and
Kennedy and Olver.” about those
grants, Laucanno said.

He recommended a little revo-
lution from Western Mass on
unfunded state mandates - like
out of district transportation costs
for SPED students - and added
that the town should turn down
the heat in town buildings.

Armen, Precinct 1, spoke up
for the Montague Center Branch
library. “It’s so cheap. It’s really
unthinkable (to close it down)
when you think how many
seniors and how many children
use it.” She added. “The robber
barons who paid for the Carnegie
Libraries, they’re not paying for
them any more. We should be
holding onto these things.”

Joe Janikas recommended
increasing the employee contri-
bution to the retirement system,
and inquired when the town
would be able to meet its unfund-
ed liability to that system. Town
accountant Carolyn Olsen said
that milestone should be met in
the year 2024.

Cynthia Tarail, Precinct 1,
said, “Our future starts with our
children. T know the struggle
people who are working evi
day, or retired, go through. We
have to take a stand for more
state and federal aid. Thirty five
thousand for a library! [Actually,
that would be the savings from
closing both the Millers Falls and

Montague  Center  branch
libraries.] We’'re talking about
affecting children. They need
these services, that we as work-
ing parents can’t afford to pro-
vide them, so they can grow up to
run the town and pay the taxes.
They’re not going to be the pro-
ductive citizens we need if we
don’t school them. and ‘park’
them and ‘library’ them. We have
to.”

Cromack, of Precinct 1, said,
“The increase in town revenue is
$400.000. A prudent money man-
ager will sit down to figure how
much he has to work with, and
how to allocate the funds to meet
his needs. Unforthunately, the fed-
eral government, the state. and
the town don’t work that way.”

He added, “We have come to
the point where there is no way
we can fund the budget request
we have, from the schools. It’s
impossible. On the townside, the
cuts are devastating. We must
take these drastic steps that can
enable us to live within our means
in this town. There is no pot of
gold coming over the horizon.”

Last Call

Among the final calls and
comments of the evening, one
caller at home wanted to know if
the town was making use of pris-
oner labor, (DPW chief Tom
Bergeron said yes, to paint town
buildings and pick up the sides of
roads) and another caller wanted
to know whether the schools
could do away with the option of
school choice, and have students
go to school in their own towns
again. Ken Rocke explained
school choice was mandated by
state law, for students who wish
to leave the district for other
schools, and said the GMRSD
had recently voted again to allow
students to choice into the dis-
trict, for two reasons: to allow

them to take advantage of educa-
tional opportunities the GMRSD
provides, and to enhance district
revenues (approximately $5.000
in state aid follows each student
that choices in or out of the dis-
trict. With 66 students currently
(estimated) to be choicing in next
year, and 157 choicing out,
Rocke told the forum that the dis-
trict was suffering a net loss of
state aid on school choice in the
neighborhood of half a million
dollars.

[But in fact, following the
meeting, Rocke confirmed the
157 students choicing out are tak-
ing with them $956.717 in state
aid, regardless of how many stu-
dents choice in. Additionally, the
GMRSD lost $219.960 in charter
school tuition, for the current
year. Rocke cautioned that if the
GMRSD were able to attract
those students back to district
schools, more staff would have to
be hired to educate them, offset-
ting some of the potential gain in
state aid.]

On the topic of eliminating
curbside recycling, Bergeron said
the program brings the town of
Montague about $24,000 a year
from the Springfield Materials
Recycling Facility, but costs the
department the equivalent of two
staff’ positions ($60,000) and an
annual lease fee for the recycling
truck ($23,000). Selectboard
member Patricia Pruitt said town
residents may have to get used to
the idea of bringing their recy-
clables to the transfer station,
while asking themselves, “What
more can we do?” She said like
libraries, schools cost money, but
they are both essential for ensur-
ing a bright future for our chil-
dren. Selectboard member Allen
Ross said a serious override may
also be in the future, as part of a
mix of approaches to alle-
viate the budget crisis. W

~WHAT N\
{ COULD CAUSE
SUGH A HUGE

IDON'T

KNOW, BHT
H LET'S CHECK ‘

MEANWHILE... 3

Z00L! | THINK
THAT ONE HIT THE
WINDOW!

(781) 438-8489
(508} 633-2552

Clocks

Bought & Sold

\d"

)

BOB PACY
WILL TRAVEL

NAWCC No. 0101315
STONEHAM, MA 02180

.i

/
PARTRIDG E-ZSCHAU, Incorporated

ndiLrance

25 Millers Falls Road, P.0. Box 312
Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Tel. (413)863-4331  (413) T73-5673

WWW.pzine.com

UHNTE
acde
Open 5-9 Sun - Thurs

5-10 Fri and Sat
Closed Tues

FINE ITALIAN DINING

Denise DiPaolo, Owner

Hilton Dottin, Chef

TEL 413-863-4441

FAX 413-863-4421

166 Avenue A

Reservations Accepted  Turners Falls, MA 01376

LIVE JAZZ EVERY MONDAY NIGHT!

WWW.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO.coM

People often come to see us
because their parents

ond their grandparents did.
Woe're proud to have

that kind of loyalty,

and we work hard ta keep it.
- Gary and Mancy Melen

*The perfect remembrance’

Negus & Taylor, Inc.
Monuments LTI

eé‘?‘*

PIEINOTIeS

=¥
% Weengrare

, that last fareyer

on .,
H &

Al

Specializing in
* Civilian Firearms
* Training for Home Defense

863-2964

Cell: 413-843-1692

www.upperhandonline.com



March 20, 2008

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

1

More on Police Overtime

BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE - Interviewed
after Monday’s budget hearing,
Chief Ray Zukowski was asked
to explain why the Montague
police department relies so heav-
ily on overtime pay, which
makes up 11.8% of the depart-
ment’s personnel expenses. He
said it is cheaper to pay overtime,
at time and a half, than it is to
hire, train and equip a new full-
time officer.

Zukowski said in a depart-
ment as small as Montague’s,
with 15 fulltime officers plus the
chief, it is difficult to accommo-
date officers’ need to take vaca-
tion, or comp time, or sick days.
without rotating in another offi-
cer to fill the shift. That is prima-
rily why Montague’s police
department relies on overtime.

“The size of our department is
a drawback. You have to fill the
shifts. You can’t mn them short
shifted,” Zukowski said. In a

larger department, with four or
five patrolmen on at a time, it is
possible to leave the shift short
from time to time without undu-
ly affecting service. But with the
call volume Montague’s police
department receives, the fact
daytime shifts often have just
two officers on, with only three
on nights and weekends means
you have to fill every shift.

Contractually, fulltime offi-
cers have the right of first refusal
on overtime, before the shifts are
offered to reserve officers,
Zukowski said. If neither full
time officers nor reserve officers
want to take an empty shift,
Zukowski said he can - and does
- force a full timer to come in and
take the shift.

In Greenfield, with 35 offi-
cers, down from an authorized
strength of 39, chief David
Guilbault said he normally relies
on an overtime budget of about
$100,000. But he said that

amount had been halved recently.
He is trying to boost the amount
of overtime his department is
allocated, to provide more flexi-
bility filling shifts.

“I can use overtime more
expeditiously than I can new
hires under the contract,” said
Guilbault. “Tt’s easier and cheap-
er, at this juncture.”

Zukowski’s force is currently
budgeted $113.000 for overtime,
and he has asked for $117.000 for
overtime in next year’s budget.
He said the department has lost
two officers since 1992, and now
must find money in the budget to
retain the DARE officer and the
narcotics detective, positions for-
merly paid through grant funding
and the drug task force.

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio said, “There’s no
way it works to hire a new officer
to fill all the shifts. They've
cranked the numbers; overtime is
spread around the clock.”

Tix on Sale for Gill-Montague
Education Fund Gala

TURNERS FALLS —
Tickets are on sale for the
annual Gill-Montague
Education Fund Gala. featur-
ing Don Campbell and his
band, at the Turners Falls High
School on Saturday, April
26th, at 7:30 p.m. The Gala is
presented in conjunction with
Bear Country 95.3, with cor-
porate underwriting from
Hillside Plastics and the
Montague Elks, with addition-
al sponshorship from
Construction Monitoring
Services. and New England
Extrusion, who all helped to
defray the costs associated
with the concert.

Campbell and his band
mates have opened for Willie
Nelson, Merle Haggard,
Randy Travis, Tanya Tucker.
and Charlie Daniels, among
others. Tickets for the Gala
are on sale now at Scotty’s in
Turners Falls, World Eye
Bookshop in Greenfield, Bear
Country 95.3 and WHAI stu-
dios in Greenfield, and by call-
ing Sandy at TFHS 863-7218.
They may also be purchased
online at www.thegmef.org.

Funds raised through the
gala will be used to fund edu-
cational enrichment opportuni-
ties in the schools of the Gill-
Montague schools district.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE GILL POLIGE LOG

Wednesday 3-12
4:41 p.m. Arrested

Charged with unlicensed operation
of motor vehicle and speeding on
West Gill Road.

Thursday, 3-13

5:31 am. Barking dog com-
plaint on Mountain Road.

1:21 p.m. Report of power lines
down at Main Road and West Gill
Road; assisted with same.

5:50 p.m. Assisted with medical

Friday, 3-14

9:14 p.m. Assisted Bernardston
police with 911 misdial call on
Depot Street.

Saturday, 3-15

11:20 a.m. Checked alarm at
elementary school on Boyle Road.
All OK; alarm was accidental.

Sunday, 3-16
6:06 p.m. Report of domestic

disturbance on Chappell Drive.
6:48 p.m. Arrested

Domestic Issues

6:49 p.m. Arrested

Charged with violation
of a restraining order.

7:08 p.m. Report of past disor-
derly conduct at French King Hwy.
business. Under investigation.

Monday, 3-17

4:05 p.m. Vehicle left aban-
doned in travel lane on Main Road.
Towed for safety reasons.

6:35 p.m. Welfare check at
West Gill Road residence, all OK.

7:44 p.m. Assisted Northfield

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Tuesday, 3-11

1:37 p.m. Report of burglar alarm
on French King Highway. False
alarm.

2:45 pm. Report of past distur-
bance on French King Highway.
Report taken.

Wednesday, 3-12

7:15 a.m. Two car motor vehicle
accident on Route 2 and River
Road. Investigated.

8:15 am. Requested by
Northfield police to close North
Street due to the extreme road con-
diions on Gulf Road, with several
motor vehicle crashes.

Thursday, 3-13

8:20 am. Caller reports woman
pushing a stroller on Route 2 near
the Smokin’ Hippo establishment.
Checked area, gone on arrival.

Motor Vehicle Crashes

accident. Route 2 near Route 63.
8:15 am. Medical emergency on
Old State Road. Assisted Erving Fire
and Orange Ambulance.
6:40 p.m. Medical emergency on
Lillian’s Way. Assisted Erving EMTs
and BHA Ambulance.

Sunday 3-16

245 am. Report of fire rear of
Erving Paper Mill. On scene with
Erving Fire Dept. Unfounded.

1:20 p.m. Suspicious person at
French King Entertainment Center.
Checked same. No problem found.

415 pm. Alarm on West Main
Street. All OK.

6:45 p.m. Assisted Gill police
with arrest at Chappell Drive.

Monday, 3-17
417 p.m. Arrested

for operating

emergency on Center Road Charged with domestic  police with distraught subject. Friday, 3-14 after revocation of license, open
assault and battery. 6:30 am. Report of car vs. deer  container of alcohol, and speeding.
+*
. Cay/Stone Salpiure | | REN@1ISSANCE REYNOLDS PROPERTIES
* Poﬁ'[@w EXC avating 256 North Pleasant Street
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TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 :PI?:;::J:AEEB?TR » SEPTIC & DRAINAGE SYSTEMS + SAND, GRAVEL & LoaM “Aimz’ngfor
email: ouniagehwse@signedinsfane.mm MAIN RoOAD, GILL Astonishing Service”
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GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES

Formerly LaBelle & Leitner

AUDI - VW - VOLVO - BMW

Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles

Locally Owned for 27 Years
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computer set-up
training
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
774-5451

Your Pace at Your Place

5 Lyman St.,
Millers Falls
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MILLERS FALLS

mikeybsr@comcast.net
Michael P. Burek Sr.

GUNS » GUNS « GUNS

GUN SHACK

413-659-3552
413-522-5366
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Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs
Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833

70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

Est.
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Veterinary
. Clinic

Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield
Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 7749919

CREATIVE HAIRCUTTING
PERMS & COLORS

Men, Women & Children

2 Q
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74 PROSPECT ¢T.
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“Three years later, I went on
my own and began keeping
records. We made three gallons
that year. In 2004, we had our
best year, producing 15 gallons,
but eight or nine is our average
per season.”

Lattanzi, whose day job is
selling “air time™ for both radio
station WRSI in Greenfield and
WHMP in Northampton, clearly
relished his role as he initiated
an unenlightened visitor with a
crash course in “Sugaring 101.”
Mark gestured to his evaporator
made up of a steel arch or fire-
box and a stainless steel pan.
The fire is maintained behind a
cast iron door. “We use slab
wood and scrap wood, which are
both quite abundant in our area.”
Make a note of that.

Lattanzi is concerned with
clearing up one canard the unini-
tiated entertain about maple sug-
aring. “People always ask me.
‘How many trees do you tap?’
Actually the better question is
more like how many taps are put

out, not how many trees you
have. I place 36 taps a year.
and the number of taps
depends on the size of the
tree. The tree must be at
least one foot in width to be
the right size to tap.”

The start of the sugaring
season is coincidental with
the renewal of nature in
early spring. The sugar
maple trees begin to pro-
duce sap, which is actually
food for the leaf buds on the
tip of the branches. “When
we tap the tree,” explained
Lattanzi, “we are taking the
sap from the tree. This does-
n’t hurt the tree at all; it just
gets the process in motion.”
Then Lattanzi collects the
sap and puts it in plastic
barrels before boiling it.
“The rule of thumb,”

Lattanzi said, “is that it
takes 40 gallons of sap in
order to make one gallon of
maple syrup. When you’re boil-
ing, what you’re doing is the
most primitive form of cooking.
You're literally just boiling the

PARZYCH PHOTO

The sugar shack at the Northfield Mount Hermon School

sap. It’s actually simple: If you
can boil water, you can make
maple syrup.”

But Lattanzi is being modest.

A neighbor of his, Chris Mason,
observed: “Over the years I've
known some people who started
sugaring. They didn’t last more

BY FLORE

Many discoveries are made
accidentally. For us in New
England. one of the more fortu-
itous accidents was the day when
venerable Chief Woksis flung his
tomahawk into the trunk of a
sugar maple tree. According to
the Iroquois legend, the morning
after he’d sliced into the tree. he
noticed the golden ambrosia
flowing out of the open wound.
But it was his wife, of course,
who was the ingenious one! She
decided to cook venison in the
sap but as the liquid boiled away,
it left an unusual sweet maple
taste on the meat.

Over generations, the Native
Americans perfected the art of
tapping and sugaring. They dis-
covered that by making V-shaped
slashes, the sap would flow easi-
ly into hollowed out wooden
receptacles. Had it not been for
the Native Americans’ willing-
ness to share their precious nat-
ural insights, we immigrants

would have had a much harder
time surviving in this new world.
And we might have even missed
out on maple sugar!

It’s the right time now to head
for the perfumed air of a local
sugar shack and sample and
savor the gift of the Iroquois.
Here’s a listing of a few local
sugar shacks:

Montague:
Old Homestead Farm
388 Federal Street
413-367-2802

Ripley Farm Sugarhouse
Chestnut Hill Road
413-367-2031

Erving:
Zilinski Sugarhouse
20 East Prospect Street
413-422-2365

Gill:
Upingill
411 Main Road

LET'S GO SUGAR SHACKING!

413-863-9739

Leverett:
The Field Family
Sugarhouse
264 Long Plain Rd., Rte. 63
413-548-9886

Hadley:
North Hadley Sugar Shack
181 River Dr.
413-585-8820

Deerfield:
Williams Farm Sugar House
477 Greenfield Rd.,
On Rtes. 5 & 10,
413-773-5186

Sunderland:

Gothic Top Farm Sugar House

21 Russell St.
413-665-7256

‘Wendell:
Sugarbush Farm
47 Davis Rd.
978-544-7178

than two or three years. Mark,
on the other hand, keeps on
working faithfully and con-
tinuing to add new and better
equipment.”

Even in a small sugaring
operation there is a great deal
of work involved -- installing
the taps. hauling the buckets
full of sap. chopping and
stacking wood. Then there’s
tending the fire. And don’t
forget filtering the sap in a
paper and cloth filter before
putting the precious fluid in
Mason jars.

Isn’t this all just a tad too
much work? “I can’t imagine
not doing this,” Lattanzi
replied. “T simply love sugar-
ing. Just the taste of your very
own syrup is worth the effort.
To do it yourself, to share
your result with family,
friends, and neighbors, to
enjoy that unique taste --
that’s what it’s all about.”

Lattanzi is ably assisted in
his backyard maple syrp
production by his wife, Cindy
Tarail, and their little daugh-
ter Bella whose specialty is
functioning as “our official

WIRELESS
% INTERNET ¢
SERVICE!

(413) 863-2800 / www.avenueacafe.com

Hours: Mon - Fri 6am-5pm » Sat 7am-3pm * Sun 8am-1pm

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376

CORN &
COMPANY

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

————————
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

taste taster.” Lattanzi met Cindy
when the two were undergradu-
ates, both majoring in geogra-
phy at Vassar College. “T was
into economic geography,”
Mark recalled. He later put his
scholastic knowledge to work.
spending nine years at CISA., the
Community  Involved in
Sustaining Agriculture.

Lattanzi boils the sap only on
weekends. “Before we bottle the
finished maple syrup,” he said,
“we check its density. If the
syrup isn’t dense enough, we
keep cooking it until it’s the
proper solidity. If it’s too thin,
the syrup spoils and if it’s too
thick, the product turns into
maple sugar crystals.”

A man for all seasons.
Lattanzi also puts his labor of
love into a little historical per-
spective. “Just think.” he tells
his rapt student of Sugaring 101,
“hundreds of years ago maple
sugar was political. It was pro-
moted at one point as a sweeten-
er made by free men. During the
debates over slavery in the
United States, abolitionists felt
our maple sugar was a far supe-
rior sweetener to the cane sugar
made in the Caribbean under

conditions of slavery.”
M

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666
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Home of Cup O'Joe
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413-773-1149 x142 - Home: 413-863-4568 N ————
EMAIL: MARYLOU(@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM :

“BOYSEN HODGSON
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ -Q. [My last col-
umn was on medical genealogy.
This is a follow-up on genetic
testing.]

Many of the causes of our ill-
nesses are inherited from our
ancestors. Almost a third of
known diseases have genetic
links. These include colon can-
cer, heart disease, alcoholism and
high blood pressure.

A medical genealogy or med-
ical family tree can reveal pat-
terns. If you have prepared a

medical genealogy and found
that a disease seems to mun in
your family, you might want to
consider genetic testing. This
form of testing can help you plan.

DNA, or deoxyribonucleic
acid, is in the genes you get from
your parents. DNA guides the
cells in your body. If your DNA
contains a mutation, you could
develop a medical condition.

A test can reveal mutations
that raise the risk of developing a
disease. Positive results for cer-
tain diseases can induce people to
take preventive action, such as
surgical removal of endangered
organs.

About 900 genetic tests are
now offered by diagnostic labo-

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Genetic Testing

ratories. The tests cost from less
than $100 to a few thousand dol-
lars. Your health insurance may
not cover testing.

Testing usually requires a
blood sample, but may require
hair, skin or other tissue samples,
such as cells from the inside of
your cheek.

Genetic testing should be
viewed as a fallible tool. A posi-
tive result for a mutation doesn’t
mean you’ll get a disease. And a
negative result doesn’t mean you
are immune.

Moultiple mutations can cause
a disease. Multiple genes can be
responsible for a single disease.
There are gene changes that
develop without any link to your

ancestors; they happen because
you smoke or get too much sun
or sometimes for no known rea-
SOIL.

If yvou decide to try genetic
testing, remember that what you
learn about yourself could be
reassuring, but it could also be
upsetting.

Genetic testing is a subject to
discuss first with your personal
physician. You may be referred
to a medical-genetics specialist,
who is frained to interpret the
results of tests.

To find genetics professionals
in your area, contact the National
Society of Genetic Counselors at
www.nsgc.org: GeneClinics at
www.geneclinics.org; or the

American Society of Human
Genetics at
www faseb.org/genetics. To find
more information about the med-
ical conditions present in your
family and about support groups,
contact the Genetic Alliance at
www. geneticalliance.org.

You may also want to consult
a lawyer to protect your interests.
Results of genetic tests are usual-
ly kept in your medical records.
When you apply for insurance,
the prospective insurer may want
to examine your medical records.
In some cases, your employer
might also have access to your
medical records.

If vou have a question, please
write fred@healthygeezer.com

PLAY from pg 1

especially when one of the chief
knights, Sir Harry, (Brian
Campbell) has been so bold as to
get one of the leading ladies -
Larkin - (Amber Marion) preg-
nant.

Harry is a handsome lad, with
a tendency to impersonate a suit
of armor when his lady breaks
mto extended song, but he has
spunk, and that’s a quality in
short supply in these parts.
‘What’s an errant knight to do in a
fix like this? Go find a suitable
princess to make a match for
Dauntless, so all the other cou-
ples in the land can get formally
hitched, and so he does.

Enter the redoubtable Princess
‘Winnifred, a little awkward but
more than willing, in fact in such
a hury to make her fortune and
find her Prince that she swam the
moat to reach him. That should
have been test enough for any
doting mother, but Aggravain is
determined to keep her boy in
short pants and tucked behind her
skirts forever, so she devises
another insoluble ruse to foil
Winnifred. After her long jour-
ney, she must be tired, so how
about lying down on a bed made
of 20 of the softest mattresses in
the land? But, if Winnifred is able
to sleep without feeling the pea
Aggravain has hidden beneath
the 20th mattress. then she’s no
princess, and cannot marry her
SOIL.

All around the castle, the cor-
ridors are filled with winsome
lads and lasses rooting for
‘Winnifred. and others who have
good reason to trip up the queen.
Chief among them, and one of
the great surprises of the evening,
is the king himself, a man of infi-

Amang the principals at work in Once Upon a Mattress were g?'om left fo rngz‘ starting at the top) Aaron Cappucci, as Dauntless, Iara Ames as
Winnifred, Christian Drew as the Jester, Anton 1uzg as the King, Kris York as the Minstrel, Amber Marion as Larkin, Brian Campbell as Harry,
Chris Humphrey as the Wizard, and the peerless Abbey Daniel-Green as QOueen Aggravain.

nite jest and most excellent fancy,
even though he spends almost the
entire evening speechless.

Indeed, I have a new hero, and
his name is Anton Luz. How a
young man with no voice can
steal nearly every scene he
appears in may remain a mystery
for anyone who failed to make
the show. Nevertheless, he did,
through sheer force of personali-
ty, conveyed with unerring phys-
ical humor and a wider array of
facial expressions than Jim Carey
or even Marcel Marceau could
muster. He was great.

But no more than a number of
others in this stellar cast. Let’s
start at the beginning: even
before Nicotra brought Princess
12 magically to life, the spotlight
found firm footing on the broad

shoulders of the Minstrel (Kris
York) who looked like he could
have as easily been cast in a
World Wrestling match, but
instead displayed the court bear-
ing and rich baritone of a Robert
Goulet in Camelot. The lute
looked like a bauble i his hands,
(it’s a good thing he didn’t actu-
ally attempt to play it!)

Larkin is a study in contrasts,
running hot and cold, thrilling
with her high alto one moment,
and chilling with her tendency to
throw fits at the slightest pretext
the next. But hers is a character
that showed remarkable develop-
ment as the play progressed, a
notable virtue in a number of cast
members, but none more so than
she. She showed real strength as
she rushed off to make her for-

tune, carrying a wicker satchel
and an emblematic birdcage, re-
emerging in the next scene in
Normandy. sporting a beret, like
a member of some fifteenth cen-
tury French resistance. Why not,
for never was a tyrant more wor-
thy of resistance than her Queen.

Words of praise would be
almost wasted on one so talented
as Christian Drew, who was back
in his element as the Jester. No
idle fool, he made every gesture
count, investing his harlequin
with expressive dignity. Best solo
of the evening award goes to him
for his spot-on rendering of Very
Soft Shoes. He had them eating
out of the palm of his hand.

Not to be overlooked, with his
six-foot frame tucked beneath a
conical wizard’s cap. was the

utterly malicious Wizard, Chris
Humphrey, who played the part
with the fiendish glee of a young
Malcolm McDowell. Whether
hunched over a steaming vat of
dry ice or towering above the
footlights. he proved an able
abettor to the Queen’s wicked
plots, undone only by his major
character trait: vanity.
Everywhere you glanced in
this whirling kaleidoscope. the
eye found new objects of delight.
Sunshine, in her directorial debut
in Turners Falls, proved she was
no newcomer to the world of the-
ater: she was able to keep numer-
ous moving parts and set pieces
running smoothly and simultane-
ously, working now on the wings,
now at the edge of the stage, now

see PLAY pg 14

HOURS:
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Hans & Fritz

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL - I believe these pigs were
from the last pigs trained by Fred
Kerslake. He had inherited the act
from his father Seaboume
Frederique Kerslake who much
preferred the nickname “Lil” to
the moniker “Seabourne.” Lil’s
father raised pigs and when a
brood sow died, Lil raised her
piglets by feeding them with a

spoon. They followed him around
like puppies. He found that they
caught on quickly and that he
could easily train all of them. He
began taking the trained pig act to
county fairs. and soon began
touring with Ringling Brothers,
Bammum & Bailey, and the B.F.
Keith wvaudeville circuit. in
addition to the fairs. His pigs even
toured Europe and performed for
heads of State. The pigs grew too
big over the winter, so Lil kept one

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS cniL 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

APARTMENT FOR RENT - Two
bedroom apartment available in
Tumers Falls. Second floor,
beautiful porch, eat in kitchen with
pantry, skylights in the living room
and gorgeous sunsets over the
water, off street parking and space
for a gardenl One block from Main
Street, high on a hill and secluded.
Recently renovated and now newly
painted. $850 monthly includes heat
and hot water. No pets. No smoking.
Call Eileen: 863-9499.

BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau
& Bow Wow is a VERY successiul
“‘clean-out, hauling, and snow
plowing” business. Community
orniented, environmentally friendly,
FUN, interesting, and unigue.
Please call Sita for details: (413)
834-7569.

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small -
General Carpeniry and home
repairs. Custom shelves a specialty.
Call David, (413) 863-9296.

CELLO FOR SALE - Cello, full size,
with nice bow, and soft case. Good
student instrument. $200 or bro. Call
863-9026 or email
scobb homeopath@verizon_net.

FOSTER PARENTS WANTED:
Since 1964, Dare Family Services
has provided foster care for abused
and neglected children who are not
able to live with their biological
families. We are looking for foster
parents in Franklin County for our
So. Deerfield Office. Please join us
in enhancing the lives of children in
need. Dare offers training, ongoing
support and a daily $50 tax-exempt
stipend. For more details, call Krista

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free.

Harrington at 413-684-2222 or 800-
244-DARE. Also ask about our $300
referral bonusl!

HELP WANTED - FULL TIME -
Director of Assessing for Town of
Montague. Strong managmt &
supervisory skills, exp with valuing
real and personal property & related
computer applications. BA business
or related field or 3-5 yrs assessing
exp. Benefits incl. Send cover letter
& resume to Board of Assessors, 1
Avenue A, Tumers Falls, MA 01376.
Town of Montague is an equal
opportunity employer & provider.

LIVING ROOM YOGA - Spring into
classes for health and well-being.
Peaceful home studio. 367-2658 or
enzer@earthlink_net. Certified,
experienced instructor.
www._livingroomyoga net.

LOVE SEAT FOR SALE

For sale: Pumpkin colored floral love
seat. Also, twin sized bed: matress
and headboard. Excellent condition.
Very comfortable. Each item: $75.
863-2495.

SPRING CLEANUP NOW - (and
more). Reliable, honest, hard
working young man available to help
with any indoor or outdoor work.
Experienced and well trained. Horse
grooming, housefyard/garage clean
up, general labor, carpenter’s helper,
installing and finishing hardwood
floors. Spanish tutor. Computer
literate; office cleaning and cooking,
personal care attending. Reasonable
and fair rates. Call Mario (914) 815-
7311. Presently available for Franklin
and Hampshire County employment.
Has own transportation.

Speclal Offer for
Reporter Subscribers!

Any paid subscriber to the Montague Reporter
may have one free classified ad in 2008, up to 20
words. Contact us at 413-863-8666 or
reporterdMontaguema.net
(Pay for a second week, get a third week freel)

pig to train the new troupe each
spring. When he retired. his son S.
Fred Kerslake took over the act.
He did not have the patience his
father Lil had, and he tired of
continually training a new troupe.
He figured dogs would not
outgrow the act and he began
training terriers. But he found that
they were not as smart as pigs.
They did not catch on quickly. and
he went back to training pigs.
Lacking his father’s patience, he
used a whip to hasten their

learning. The whip was on the end
of a long thin stick, which he used
to tap the pigs to prompt them.
The SPCA did not take kindly to
his training methods and kept after
him until he grew tired of the
whole thing and sold the pigs. I
have no idea how Pa found out
they were for sale, but he bought
Hans and Fritz. much to our utter
delight. After the pigs were at the
farm for a time, they went off their
feed. Pa was worried that they
were sick. At dusk one evening,
we heard a commotion. Chickens
were cackling and squawking.

They had taken to roosting on the

Where S Joehfo

This week Joe Par@fcb visited fbe Dmémmﬁ Memmal I_dngy n
Nortlyfield and read from Jep’s Place jor a crowd of about a dozen,
in spite of the rainy March day. The deluxe antographed edition of
Jep’s Place is now available at Nin st Market.
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with nearly the entire ensemble
dancing and singing at once, as
during the aptly named Spanish
Panic. She had great material to
work with, and brought out the
best in her cast. The costumes,
courtesy of Nancy Daniel-Green
and a bevy of assistants, were flat
out gorgeous. And the musical
accompaniment, provided by a
six-member pit band under the
seamless direction of Henry
Gaida was superb.

The audience also loved the
ensemble ladies, who proved that
the move of sixth graders to the
middle school came not a
moment too soon for these rising
stars. Megan Horan was
particularly poised in the
spotlight: we can’t wait to see her
and her coterie get speaking parts
next year.

Let’s return to the topic of the
winsome Winnifred, who stole
not only Dauntless’s heart (I'm In
Love with a Girl Named Fred),
but the entire cowt’s. As played
by Ames. she’s a brassy., sassy
lass. who never saw the inside of
a finishing school, but she
provides just the spark of life the
listless kingdom needed. She had

many great moments, not least
her deft handling of what might
have been an embarrassing
opening night fazux pas when she
dropped a verse in the middle of
her torch song, Happily Ever
After. She never missed a beat,
kept dancing, apologized broadly
stage right, (“I'm sorry I screwed
up for you guys!™) picked up the
chorus and completed the
number to ringing applause.
Ames also seemed to grow in her
role as the evening progressed, a
credit to her dramatic ability to
turn an awkward interloper into
the belle of the ball. Bravo!

But without doubt, the play’s
central figure and pitch perfect
performance was Daniel-Green’s
Aggravain. Brought off with
verve and vigor, she gave an
commanding portrayal of the
depravity to which a desperate
matriarch can go in her effort to
control her baby’s destiny. With a
sneer that could curdle new milk,
a tongue like a knife, she
delivered one virtuoso blast of
invective after another, depriving
an entire kingdom of air and
leaving the audience breathless.

And Dauntless, what of him?
A fine, understated performance.

top railing of the pig pen. Hans &
Fritz regarded this as their own
little KFC fast food outlet and
were apparently enjoying a snack
each evening. We locked the rest
of the chickens in the hen house,
and Hans & Fritz went back to the
hog trough for food.
Being isolated on the farm made
the occasional visitor a special
treat. When word spread about our
circus pigs. people began showing
up. We delighted in showing
company our pigs. Often, Hans &
Fritz would run around and
perform all manner of antics,
running and jumping over each
other, or whirling around in place.
We leamned later that the pigs
performed a spontaneous “free-
for-all”
performance when they were on
tour. It was not anything they had
been trained to do. They just loved
to show off and hear us applaud.
We thought of the pigs as pets,
bought for our amusement, not
realizing what would eventually
happen to them. We couldn’t wait
to show them to Helen.

- Continued Next Week

at the end of each

Milquetoast has more spine. But
he found his gumption at the end,
and set his father free, his mother
hopping, and his lady love on the
top mattress in the land. It was a
great show. and like so many
things that happen in high school.
if you weren’t there. you missed

it. |
&
Qur Kitchen

GOOD
FOOD

open Tues-Sat.
6pm.-ti
late night

T e
i LIVE MusIC

Friday, March 21st
ULTIMATUM

Members of Factory Defect, great
rock & roll covers - 9:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 22nd
Mystic Rebel

Bob Marley, Peter Tosh Tribute
18+ show - 9 p.m.

Wednesdays: Ottomatic Slim
Harmonica-driven Rocken Blues
- 10 p.m_, no cover

Thursdays: Open Mic - hosts
Peter Kim & Jimmy Amold with new host
guitarist weekly, for 16+ players
9 p.m. -1 am. no cover
All Tuesdays: Texas Holdem, 7:30 p.m.
Upcoming May 31st - Louisiana Red with
David Maxwell. Tickets ON SALE NOW
for $12. This will be a very unique showl

www_rt63roadhouse.com 413-659-3384

& [f’ "~ Locksmith -

Serving the Area for over 30 years

Dead Bolts
» Household Lock Sets
+ We Master Key & Re-Key
+ Safe Combinations Changed

Brian R. San Soucie

Certified » Bonded » Insured -

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

CRL

28 Maontague Streel
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Beeper 2190-1162

863-24T
Fax 863-8022

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A

TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS

01376
413-863-3133

PERGONE MRS, ILLG 6 ESTRTES, (DRHER'S COMP

Patrick Smith
HIC #134741
lnsured

Toll Free
B66-262-5361

EASTERN
WEATHERIZATION

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
Infrared OQuality Assurance Guaranteed

Montague, MA 01351

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

774-7775

Secure 24-hour access

Overwhelmed by stuff? TEFrankﬁn County’s Newest
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD
m\tﬂ of
n\lﬂ‘-ﬁ‘“‘

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to inquire

f\,.

o

Chuality products to Dear your home: wood or gas.. .

stoves, fircplaces & inscrts g

A :
FRCALIBUR

SCeC

HIREGENCY

Shanahan Construction Supply Co.

Wall Sione

Masonry Supplies
Brick / Block / Pavers

208 Avene 4, Turners Falls. MA

COMPLETE MASONRY SUPPLIES

‘s ldéal

Culvert/ Sewer Pipe

Pregast Conerons
Redaiming Wall Block
Phone: 413-863-4322

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer

TELE: (413) 772-8862 — CELL: (413)512-0413
409 DEERFIELD STREET - GREENFIELD
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FRIDAY, MARCH 21st
Brick House Concert featuring the
bands "TMD", "Fashion People",
and "Fat Worm of Error”. 7 p.m., $5.
The Brick House is located at 24
Third St., Turners Falls.

The Montague Bookmill and the
Lady Killigrew Cafe present. Music
at the Mill, David Wax, an innova-
tive blend of Americana folk and tra-
ditional Mexican. davidwaxmuse-
um.com, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: dosh
Levangie - Johnny Cash covers, no
cover, 9to 11 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 22nd
Pancake Breakfast: pancakes with
real maple syrup, sausage, juice &
coffee. Held at 2nd Congregational
Church, Greenfield. 8 to 11 am.
(413) 774-4355.

Easter Egg Hunt, Diemand Farm,
Wendell. 10 to 12 p.m. Egg hunt
(bring a basket), egg coloring,
Easter craft, baby animals! Info.
(978) 544-3806.

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Wlystic Rebels - Reggae: Bob Marley,
Peter Tosh covers, 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eve Love -
Rock, no cover 9 to 11 p.m.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Rockitgueer Vo 6! No cover. 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 23rd

The Dead of Winter Film Series,
Montague Bookmill, Montague
Center. Best Years of Qur Lives
(1946) William Wyler’s tale of WWII

£l i;munf.’!

BROWN RICE

(#13)267-9666

o b 4

vets; tender with an underlying
toughness. Free (with a passed
hat); food & drink available at the
Lady Killigrew and the Night
Kitchen. 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve
Crow, Peter Kim, Dion Macau]y
- Acoustic Trio, no cover 7 to 10
p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 24th
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo,
Turners Falls, Kick Tutunjian &

Joe Green 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 25TH
Accessible Birding with Joe
Superchi. Visit local sites 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m., meet at the Millers
River Environmental Center, 100

Main St., Athol. Open to birders Ar4pmZ41. performs both original music and
! arrangements of traditional Middle Eastern
wheelchair van access (978) i ina spirited and beautiful trance-indsc-

of all abilities. Call ahead for

248-9491. Continues each
Tuesday through June 30th.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27th

Block Party Planning Meeting, 6
p.m. at the Montague Town Hall.
You are invited to attend a planning
meeting for this year's August Block
Party in Turners Falls. rivercul-
ture@montague.net

The GCC Peace & Social Justice
Club invites you to “Peace and
Truth for Reel,” free film: The End of
Suburbia: Oil Depletion and the
Collapse of the American Dream, 7
p.m. with discussion to follow.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lary Kopp -
Blues, no cover 8 to 10 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 28th

Deadline for artists residing in
Massachusetts to submit entries for
the "Barns of Franklin County” art
show and sale. Entry forms may be
picked up in the lobby of the
Greenfield Community College
Downtown Center. Email version
available, contact Beverly Phelps
edcp.bap@comcast.net.

Montague Parks & Recreation
Family Fun Night, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Unity Park Fieldhouse, Turners
Falls. Ping-pong, board games,
music, and raffles! Snacks.
Children must be accompanied by
an adult. Free. Drop-in.

The Montague Bookmill and the
Lady Killigrew Cafe present Music
at the Mill: Mawwal. 8 p.m.,
Montague Center. Food, beer and
wine available. www.mawwalmu-
sic.com

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

ing acoustic ensernble. At the Montague Book

Mill on Friday, March 28th, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics -
Rock, no cover 9 to 11 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 29th
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Ave A, Tumers Falls.
Artist's Reception for Lili Almog at
Studio 52 - Perfect Intimacy
Revealed Through Photographer’s
Eyes and Linda Butler - Meditations
on Simplicity in Studio 56, 1- 5 p.m.
lllustrated public Artist Talk held in
the auditorium at Hallmark Institute
of Photography, Industrial
Boulevard, Turners Falls, Seating -
7:15 p.m. Lili Almog Talk - 7:30 to
8:15 p.m. Intermission with Linda
Butler Talk - 8:30 p.m.

Wooden Fender concert series
presents: Root Cellar in concert at
7 p.m. in the Warwick Town Hall.
The group features Greenfield’s
singer/songwriters Pat & Tex
LaMountain, Celtic singer/guitarist
Jennie McAvoy, singer/pianist
Daphne Bye, & cellist/ bassist Mark
Fraser, all of Deerfield. Enjoy Grilled
Shish Kabobs & herb rice at 6 p.m.
$5. Suggested donation, $10. (413)
773-5388, www.patandtex.com.

Deja Brew, Wendel: Radio Free
Earth - Rock, no cover 9to 11 p.m.

The Bright ing Star band

‘reunion concert’ at All Souls
Unitarian Church, Greenfield, 8
p.m. Benefit for the ‘Safe & Green’
campaign, a grassroots education
and action effort to replace nuclear
power with energy conservation
and efficiency coupled with safe,
sustainable, and affordable power

sources. Info: 863-8952.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30th

The National Spiritual Alliance,
Lake Pleasant. Healing Lecture &
Participatory Demo., 1to 3 p.m.

Family Dance, Montague Grange:

simple, dances paced for little feet.

Perfect for 5yr olds to 15. Sixteen to

60! Tim Van Egmond with Shingle
the Roof. 4 to 6 p.m.

Amandla Community Chorus
Spring Concert: With special
guest, Sisters of the Drum. For
20 years, the Amandla
Community Chorus has brought
songs from around the world to
enthusiastic audiences. Held at
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce Street,

Greenfield. $8-$15, sliding
scale. 7:30 p.m.
THROUGH MARCH 30th

Photography exhibit at Vermont
Center for  Photography,
Brattleboro: The Long View,
Panoramic Photographs from

from 2 to 7 p.m., Saturday and
Sunday from 12 to 5 p.m. Info:
(802) 251-6051

MONDAY, MARCH 31sth

of Spoken Word - Open Mic,
no cover, 7 to 10 p.m.

Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo,
Turners Falls, Joe Belmont - solo
guitar, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 1st

Book Discussion Group: Animal,
Vegetable, Miracle - Author Barbara
Kingsolver Held at Northfield
Mountain Recreation Area. 7 — 9
p.m. Pre-register by calling
(800)859-2960.

SATURDAY, APRIL 5th

Comedy at the Shea with Larry
Lee Lewis and comedians, The
Shea Theater, Turners Falls. Some
proceeds benefit Franklin County
Relay for Life (American Cancer
Society) and The Turners Falls All
Sports Booster Club. Material
appropriate for 18 and older.
Showtime 8 p.m., doors open at 7
p.m. Tickets $15, available on-line
at www.sheacomedy.com, and at
the World Eye Book Shop.

July 7th to August 15th
Theater Workshops for Children:

Brick House Concert
Friday, March 21

7 pm
$5

p’ Featuring the

- :!'_"J musical

"ny fimy  stylings of:

) TMD

Fashion People

c Fat Worm of Error

The Brick House
24 3rd 5t
Turners Falls

Hampshire Shakespeare Company,
Amherst is taking applications for
summer theater workshops for chil-
dren ages 5 - 17 yrs. Info. (413)
788-4750 or www.hampshireshake-

speare.org.

FREE FILMS FOR THE FROZEN
Sunday, March 23rd, 7pm
Best Years of Our Lives
(1946) William Wyleras tale of WWIl vets;
tender with an underlying foughness.
Food & Drink available at The Lady
Killigrew & the Night Kitchen
www.montaguebookmill.com (413)367-9206

rJ Beel'
E Opeu Wed-Sun at 4 p.-m.

Exhibiting Members Gallery
Hours are Thursday, Friday [

Deja Brew, Wendell: A Night &

Fine Wine Food
Friday 3/21 9-11 p.m.
Johnny Cash Covers:
da}i‘\ ]..J:Vangi:
Saturday 3/22 9-11 p.m.
Rock: Eric Love
Sunday 3/23 7-10 p.m.
Acoustic Trioeltic Music:

] Steve Urow, Pater Kim, Don Macadly [

No Cover Any Night

978-544-BREW

S57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

GREENFIFLD
CALDEN

CINEMAS

Main 5t Greenfield, MA,
413-7174-4881

www.gardencinemas._net
Showtimes for
Friday, March 21st - Thursday, March 27th

1. TYLER PERRY’S MEET BROWNS
DATLY 6:30 9:00 PG

MAT FRI, SAT. SUN 12:00 3:00

2. DR. SEUSS?

HORTON HEARS A WHO!

DAILY 6:30 8:30 G indts sound
MAT FRI SAT. SUN 12:00 2:00 4:00
3. COLLEGE ROAD TRIP G
DAITY 6:30 9:00

MAT FRI, SAT. SUN 12:00 3:00

4. NEVER BACKDOWN PGI3
DAILY 6:45 9:15

MAT FRI, SAT. SUN 12:15 3:15
5.10,000 B.C. PGI13

DAILY 6:45 9:15

MAT FRI, SAT. SUN 12:15 3:15

6. SHUTTER PG13 in DTS sound
DAITY 7:00 9:30

MAT FRI SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30

7. DRILLBIT TAYLOR PGI3
DAILY 7:00 930 1n DTS sound
MAT FRI SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30

] . N . i )
. Thurs.3/20 9pm $2
GHOST QUARTET (jaz2)

Fri. 3/21 9pm $3
Wood Green Empire
lgypsy jazz)

Sat.3/22 9pm FREE
ROCKITQUEER 6

(dance partay xtracrdinaire)

o T

Great Ice Cream, Fair Trade Coffee,
and a Whole Lot More!

Treat yourselfto
breaktast or lunch
at Bart’s Café

286 Main Street, Greenfield, MA 413-641-0030

Specializing in unique hair designs

[Della

THE SALON

212 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003
Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call!

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

T ———
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

I Shocks ¢ Tires + Batteries + Starters
Struts + Tune-ups ¢ Brakes + Oil Change
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

+« 413-B63-2236

FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NOL 13051
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BY KARL MEYER

GREENFIELD - It’s become
part of my personal landscape
history. I realized this when I
left the edge of the pavement
and fitted myself into a narrow,
snow-slumped trail made by
hikers, cross country skiers, and
snowshoers in a wide swatch of
woods. Something about the
light, and the March snow
cover, enabled me to discern the
date almost exactly: it was 9
years ago that I"d first taken this
path into these woods.

I remembered because I had
just moved back to the
Connecticut Valley after a stint
living in Rhode Island, and then
eastern Massachusetts where
I'd worked for Mass Audubomn.
I was thrilled to be back, and
went out walking along the
edge of this ridge with a small
knot of friends. It was a sunny.
mid-afternoon when we came
abreast of a small hemlock
grove along the dirt track. The
sound caught my ear immedi-
ately: we all stopped.

It was a thin, melodious,
wavering trill, coming from
somewhere in the shadows of

THIS WILD PLAGE

those  hemlocks.  Eastern
screech owl. There came that
sweet, spooky, arc of a trill
again. We all stood. mesmer-
ized. These were not thick hem-
locks; the little grove was only
fifteen feet deep, spread along
sixty feet of trail. Tt seemed
there was no way these birds
could not have been aware of
four people chatting as they
moved through the woods.

But there was more to this, of
course. These were screech owl
courtship calls. Both the males
and females of these eight-inch,
tufted-eared owls sing. We
never glimpsed either of them.
But neither did we disturb them.
Pair bonding was occurring as
this little herd of humans stood
silent, taking in the cool March
air. By mid-April they would be
sitting on four to five eggs, the
male and female sharing the
incubation. Sometimes the two
of them would squeeze into that
tiny nest hole together. By May
they would be feeding their
young pre-digested bugs, mice,
and wood frogs.

On this cool March after-
noon I continued my walk,
reminded that this is now a

March Madness

familiar wild place. about equal
parts park. open woods. and for-
est. I'm grateful to have it as
part of my history. There had
been another recent snow, but
the angle of the sun was scour-
ing out bare ground in many
south-facing places. The maple
sap was building in those tree
roots, readying to make its
spring run. You could just feel
it. A little downy woodpecker
hammered away at a bark-less
snag.

For the next while my walk
was unremarkable; contempla-
tive. Footsteps on a softening
snow path. I eventually wan-
dered up a path that brought me
alongside a little rill. With noth-
ing in particular wedged in my
mind, I can only say I was star-
tled by a raucous “bah!, bah!,
bah!!” I froze. It was a pileated
woodpecker, a familiar resident
here. Many decaying hardwood
snags in this tract bear their sig-
nature fist-sized carvings. I
looked up to the trees, but saw
nothing.

Then, a shadow, and “bah!,
bah!, bah!!” again. It was below
me, and to the left, smack in the
middle of a ten-foot pool of

Uncommon Visitors on the Pond

BY FRAN HEMOND
MONTAGUE CENTER - The
treat of a decade. Common
mergansers have stopped in at
North Pond for a happy swim
on their way home after a win-
ter down south. Every year, a
few migrating birds appear
when I am watching, but that
bright, warm day a beautiful
drake took lordly possession
and sailed down between the
snowed-over banks in the late
afternoon sumn.

A few merganser girls often
have South Pond as a tourist
rest. but their modest brown
coat enhanced by a rusty crest
cannot compare with his big
black and white presence and
its striking pattern, set off with
a no-nonsense red merganser
bill, well-suited to fishing. Call
them ducks, if you will. They
dive for their dinner.

The pond has resident
ducks. Mallards are likely to
lounge around the pool when-
ever it is free of ice. and tip to
feed on grasses under water.
Too, black ducks come to feed

Preventaiwe Maintena
Aftermarket Parts, Inst
Performance Modi

Suspension Up
General Repair *
Custom Exhaust * Detallmg

and socialize, but with seem-
ingly more purpose and a wary
eye out for intruders. But the
common merganser dominat-
ing North Pond this early
March day and skimming along
so resolutely was a drake with
a mission.

A lovely merganser duck
was by the bank at the far end
of the water. She looked well
put together, and moved with
precision, one slim. powerful
bird when she flapped her
wings and almost seemed to
stand tippy-toe to let us know
she was there. I have under-
appreciated the common mer-
ganser ducks of former years
here at Cold Brook, or out in
the middle of the Connecticut
River. Without a handsome
drake to attract. the girls had
never bothered to show their
talents. But this fine evening,
the best of a handsome breed
had the pond as their stage.
They quite rivaled the doings
in the pond of my little hooded
merganser duck, Cupcake, that
I wrote about when she added

56 «iTH STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR

BROKER

an early spring ‘lively’ for a
few years, and one year
brought a drake.

I thought the common mer-
gansers might only be staying
for the night. I had last seen
them as they competed in div-
ing deep and wide, seldom
coming up as they exited the
causeway back to the South
Pond. But today, in a pelting
rain. there was an exhilarating
sight for a dismal day, a bright
scene on the dark water. Two
pair of gorgeous common mer-
gansers were sailing down
South Pond together as evening
closed in.

Peterson’s Field Guide indi-
cates that a few common mer-
gansers breed this far south
locally, but mostly they nest at
latitudes of mnorthern New
England and beyond. They
winter to our south, and these
may be Canadian birds on their
way to Newfoundland or more
westerly Canada. In any event,
Cold Brook Pond must now be
an approved spot for migrant
mergansers.

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
HOME (413) 367-9970
EAX (413) 863-4949

water, moving gently by the
input of that tiny brook. Red-
crest raised, wings held aside,
this crow-sized king of the
woodpecker family was having
itself a bird bath. T didn’t move.
I thought it had been yelling
about my intrusion. This was
something else. It fidgeted in
awkward contentment in that
stream for twenty seconds.
‘When it looked aside I quickly
shifted so I could get a better
look around the thick trunk in
front of me. As the woodpecker
shook its wings, droplets rolled
off its back. Then it took off.

I thought it would be gone,
but the bird stayed. It simply
pumped off wing beats enough
to take it to a spindly, wrist-
thick elm, and then glued itself
to the bark, where it used its bill
to preen from the tail forward.
It was a ridiculously small tree
for such a large bird. But then it
shot into flight again, not away
from me, but back into the pud-
dle. “Bah!, bah!, bah!!!”, it
screamed, settling into the

chilly stream. Again, it bathed
for a minute; then took off to a
nearby tree. This one was a
slightly more suitable maple.
the thickness of the barrel of a
baseball bat. It did a little more
preening there, perhaps dis-
pensing with some of the mites
in its feathers.

It repeated this act once
more, its boisterous yells com-
ing as it settled into the cold
water. I felt like I was watching
some Russian bureaucrat visit-
ing an icy Moscow pool, then
scooting back into the steam
bath. Finally, after a victorious
yell, it took off for a more suit-
able forest tract, landing about
40 feet up on the fat trunk of a
hundred-foot white pine. I soon
lost 1t in the branches, in woods
that are now part of my land-
scape history.

Cooling thought: pump up
vour bike tires, put on your hush
puppies, and resolve to drive
less often over the face of a
warming planet this spring.
Happy Equinox!

MCTV Schedule: March 21-21

Eagle Cam:

Friday 1P-530P, Saturday 1P-530P, Sunday
1230P-530F, Monday 1P-530P, Tuesday
12P-530P, Wednesday 12P-530P, Thursday
1230P-530P

If We Have a Signal You Will Have a Picture
Friday, March 21

8:00 am The Essence of Country

9:30 am Montague Update: Jamie Berger
10:30 am Select Board (3/17/08)

12:00 pm Common Man Eric Goodchild
6:00 pm Montague Update: Susan Shilliday
6:30 pm Carlos W. Anderson: Why we were
Born

7:00 pm GMRSD (3/11/08)

9:00 pm Underground Railwary Concert
10:30 pm Discovery Center Woodpeckers
Saturday, March 22

8:00 am Montague Update: Susan Shilliday
8:30 am Carlos W. Anderson: Why we were
Born

9:00 am GMRSD (3/11/08)

11:00 am Underground Railway Concert
6:00 pm Independent Vioices 34

6:30 pm Over The Falls: Community Owned
Retail

7:00 pm Special School Committee Meeting
(3/20/08)

9:00 pm Amandia

10:30 pm EatonDorRyu Ichi

11:00 pm Flight

Sunday, March 23

8:00 am Independent Voices 34

8:30 am Over the Falls: Community Owned
Retail

9:00 am Special School Committee Meeting
(3120/08)

11:00 am Amandia

11:30 am Flight

6:00 pm Gill Montague Gala: Essence of
Counfry

7:00 pm Town of Montague Budget Forum
(3/17/08)

9:00 pm Skin N Bonz
10:00 pm Memorial
Ceremony

Day Parade &

Monday, March 24

8:00 am Gill Montague Gala: Essence of
Country

9:00 am Town of Montague Budget Forum
(3117/08)

11:00 am Skin N Bonz

6:00 pm Sustainable Energy

6:30 pm Senior Aerobics

7:00 pm Montague Select Board: (Live)
9:00 pm Chronicles: Mass for Mary
Machaiek

10:00 pm Discovery Center: Open Mic Night
Tuesday, March 25

8:00 am Sustainable Energy

8:30 am Senior Aerobics
9:00 am Chronicles:
Machaiek

10:00 am Discovery Center: Open Mic Night
6:00 pm Montague Update: Tim Neuman
7:00 pm GMRSD (Live)

9:30 pm Gill Montague Gala: Essence of
Country

10:30 pm Safe & Green Forum
Wednesday, March 26

8:00 am Montague Update: Tim Neuman
9:00 am Gill Montague Gala: Essence of
Country

10:00m Safe & Green Forum

6:00 pm Special School Committee Meeting
(3/20/08)

8:00 pm Amandia

9:30 pm Carlos W. Anderson: In The World
Not of It

10:00 pm Art Fest

Thursday, March 27

8:00 am Special School Committee Meeting
(3720/08)

10:00 am Amandla

11:30 am Carlos W. Anderson: In the World
Not of It

6:00 pm Cardos W. Anderson:
Blessed

7:00 pm Montague Select Board (3/24/08)
9:00 pm Common Man: Eric Goodchild
10:00 pm Bemanke

Mass for Mary

We Are

Terrarium Supply

aﬂar'e %

Exotie,
&, Tropical &

Carnivorcus Plants
* Poison Dart Frogs

413-883-2770 9y,
www.blackjungle.com
370 Avenue A, Turners Falls MA, 01376

&






