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Shifting the Burden of

Environmental Monitoring
An Obscure Regulatory Change Moves town land-

Responsibility for Monitoring Solid Waste s
Sites from the DEP to Local Boards of Health

GILL - Arthur Cohen is on
a mission.

The Massachusetts
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP),
after undergoing vyears of
budget cuts and personnel
losses, introduced a budget
amendment in the state leg-
islature last year to shift the
responsibility for site
review and permitting of
solid waste handling facili-
ties under 50 tons a day
from the DEP to local
boards of health. This
change would apply to

Arthur Coben, Gills solid waste representative, is
working to overturn last yearks regulatory change.

and
transfer
stations,
and com-
mercial
compost-
ing facili-
ties. con-
struction
and debris
dumps,
incinera-
tors, or
landfills
handling
less than
50 tons a
day — a
category
t h at
includes every town trans-
fer station in the county.
Cohen, who has served
as the town of Gill’s repre-
senfative to the Franklin
County Solid Waste
Management District for
22 years, “since before
there was a District — I
helped set it up,” finds this
shifting of responsibility
for environmental over-
sight of solid waste sites
from the professional staff
of the DEP to the volunteer
boards of health that typify
Franklin County “an out-

e

rage,” and he does not
intend to let it go unchal-
lenged.

“They slid this into a
budget amendment without
public review, comment or
notice,” Cohen told the Gill
selectboard on Monday. “Tt
stinks! I personally would
like to organize a letter
writing campaign to DEP
so [commissioner] Ken
Kimmell knows the light of
day is shining on him.”

The Gill selectboard
agreed to join Cohen’s
campaign by sending a for-
mal letter of protest to DEP
Commissioner Ken
Kimmell at his #1 Winter
Street, Boston, MA 02108
address. And Gill is not the
only Franklin County town
to take such action.

Earlier this month, the
town of Leverett wrote to
the Auditor of the
Commonwealth, challeng-
ing the regulatory shift on
the grounds that it will
amount to an unfunded
mandate, since small
towns, without profession-
al staff, will have to hire
outside consultants to assist
them with the site reviews,
permitting, and oversight
previously managed by the
DEP’s engineers, geolo-
gists, and air and water

see SHIFTING pg 8
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Tina Clarke’s house in Montague City pays ber electric
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s from solar photovoltaics,

and provides enough surplus electricity fo power another bouse she owns in Amberst.

BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE CITY -
Tucked away on a back
street in Montague City is a
power house of alternative
energy. the winner of the
utility sponsored Massa-
chusetts Zero Energy
House challenge in 2009.
At first glance. it’s a one
story wood frame house of
modest dimensions, sur-
rounded last week by the
crusted snow of an
extremely tough winter,
with a north facing exterior
that gives little clue it might
contain some of the key
elements our society will
need if we decide to move

beyond the impact of a cen-
tury-and-a-half spree of
fossil fuel burning, and the
aftermath of the worst
nuclear disaster since
Chernobyl.

But move around to the
south side, and you will see
from the array of photo-
voltaic panels on the roof
and the wall mounted ther-
mal air panel by the door
that this little house, owned
and occupied by Western
Mass Transition Town
coordinator Tina Clarke, is
a Green Energy dynamo,
producing all the power she
needs to run her home —
and then some.

New Englanders have
been skeptical that solar
power can work in their
cold climate, especially
after a winter like this, but
Clarke now has two years
of data and experience liv-
ing in her home, and she
believes she can confident-
ly put those fears to rest.

Solar power not only
works in New England, but
it can turn the average
homeowner into a power
company, and save back its
initial investment in as little
as four years — in Clarke’s
case — while reducing any
home’s carbon footprint at

see SOLAR page 12

State Climate and Energy

Character Acting Lends Air of Distinction to : mate
Policy Hits Biomass Bump

| Come As You Are
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The cast of Come As Your Are takes an entbusiastic curtain call (Front row lefi to ngsz Zach Demars, Aﬁzaﬁ—Rﬁ.ﬁ:
Kilanski, Hayley Black, Brooke Martinean, Ken Keo, Zack Boisvert, Jolina Blier, Jesse Langknecht
BY DAVID DETMOLD an original play, written

GILL-MONTAGUE - by Boston-based authors
Great characters do not Sebastian Stuart and

PHOTO COURTESY OF

W
WWW.MASS.GOV - :

David Cash, from the Massachusetts office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs spoke in Greenfield on Monday
BY JONATHAN by 2020 — in part through

tale of serial mistaken
identities at a down-at-
the-heels Catskill resort in

up and the lights went
down on Saturday night,
the auditorium went silent

necessarily a great play
make. But in Come As
You Are they came awful
close.

Turners Falls High and
the Great Falls Middle
School teamed up with
Piti Theater’s artistic
director Jonathan Mirin,
of Shelburne Falls. and
his choreographer-partner
Godelieve Richard to pro-
duce this musical comedy.

Mirin’s choice to direct

Stephen McCauley, and
premiering for the first

time in Western
Massachusetts on the
Turners Falls High School

stage, ruffled some feath-
ers among parents who
felt the tradition of reviv-
ing tired and true
Broadway musicals each
year was a sacrosanct rite
of passage for students
that should not be altered.
So when the curtain went

with an anticipation bor-
dering on dread.

What sort of play had
this upstart director dared
to cast our children in?

Well, T am happy to
report — a good play
indeed — made even better
by the ability of 36 stu-
dent actors to put their all
into  bringing some
sharply drawn characters
to fully realized life.

Come As You Are is a

the years immediately fol-
lowing the Second World
War. Daniel O’Banion
(Zach Boisvert). gone
missing from the battle-
front for the last three
years, returns in disguise
to see whether his wife,
Beatrice (Brook
Martineau), the hotel pro-
prietress with a heart of
gold, has taken the advice
he gave her when he went

see ACTING pg 12

von RANSON

GREENFIELD - David
Cash. a youthful state offi-
cial of personal vigor and
charm, came to Greenfield
Monday to present the
details of the state of
Massachusetts’ 1NEW,
“nationally groundbreak-
ing” Clean Energy and
Climate Plan. The plan
projects a 25% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) below 1990 levels

energy-related initiatives
already under way.

Several audience mem-
bers, opponents of a 47
megawatt biomass plant
proposed for Greenfield,
told Cash the state’s back-
ing for biomass electric
generation was “poison-
ing” an otherwise accept-
able plan.

Cash, in his presenta-
tion, frequently compared

see BIOMASS pg 14
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PET OF THE WEEK
Still Waiting 4 U!
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Emily

My name is Emily and I'm a
three-year-old female domestic
short hair cat in need of a good
home. If you're a true cat person,
you know what I mean when I
say I have Cattitude. T am loving
and love to be loved. T have opin-
ions and will let you know them.
I am a truly awesome love-muf-
fin with people I love. I'll get in
your lap and purrrrrrr while you
scritch my head. and then I'll
have had enough. This is a
Cattitude special advanced skill.
Not all cats are this sophisticated.
I require an equally sophisticated
human, a human who speaks my
language. I believe we will rec-
ognize one another when we
meet. I will be your only animal.
To find out more about adopting
me, please contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society
at (413) 548-9898 or via email at
info@dpvhs.org.

Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week

Grade 6
Michelle Vassar
Grade 7
Nadia Hasan
Chelsea Perras
Grade 8
Natalie Torres

NANCY L. DOLE
BOooks & EPHEMERA

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

The MHlontague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
reporter(@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
1s Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error oceurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse advertis-
ing for any reason and to alter copy
or graphics to conform to standards
of the newspaper, such as they are.

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 1:’2 Year

LEVERETT LIBRARY NEWS
A Cure For Cabin Fever

John and Susan Stoffolano
will present a slide show fea-
turing the colors and scenery of
Bangkok, south India, the
Seychelles, South Africa,

Morocco, and Sicily at the
Leverett Library on Sunday,
March 27th at 3:00 p.m. The
event is sponsored by the
Rattlesnake Gutter Trust.

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS
Homeschool Program, Moose Program for Families

BY LINDA HICKMAN
TURNERS FALLS - The
Homeschool Program at the
Library on Wednesday, March
16th, 1:15 to 2:30 p m. is called
Dogs Dogs Dogs.

Moose for Kids will be held
at the Carnegie Library on
Saturday, March 26th, at 10:30
a.m. Children of all ages and
their families are invited to join

Children’s Librarian Linda
Hickman for a fun informative
program on moose. The pro-
gram will include photographs
of moose Linda Hickman took
on a recent trip to Alaska. This is
part of a monthly Saturday
morning series for families
about exciting animals.

For more information, call
the Carnegie Library, 863-3214.

Valley Time Trade Gains Momentum

TURNERS FALLS -
Greenfield and Montague area
residents are taking advantage of
the Valley Time Trade as a way
to promote community building
and skill sharing without money.
Timebanking is an international-
ly used tool. where every per-
son’s offering is valued equally
and time is used as currency. The
Brick House Community
Resource Center in Turners Falls
has become the “hub” of the
Greenfield/Montague local
chapter. People are gathering at
this centralized location to con-

nect with neighbors and partici-
pate in this supplement to the
cash economy.

Come join us at the Greenfield
and Montague Timebank Local
potlucks! The third Sunday of
every month from 6:00 to 9:00
pam. at The Brick House
Community Resource Center, 24
Third Street in Turners Falls.
Enjoy food, a free workshop
from the Time Trade and new
member orientation.

For more information please
call (413) 863-9559 or visit val-
leytimetrade.org.

Psychic Fair

The National Spiritual
Alliance is sponsoring a Psychic
Fair on Saturday, March 26th
from 11:00 am. to 4:00 pm. at
Thompson Temple, across from

the Post Office in Lake Pleasant.
For more information and direc-
tions, visit the TNSA internet
website thenationalspiritualal-
lianceinc.org.

Sewer and Excise Bills Due

BY PATTI DION
MONTAGUE - The second half
of the Fiscal 2011 sewer use bills
were mailed on February 14th,
and are due by Thursday, March
17th, 2011. The first commit-
ment of excise for 2011 were
also mailed in Febrary, and
were due by March 13th, 2011.
Montague residents are able
to pay sewer use or excise bills
online. To pay a bill online, have
your bill(s) and checkbook in
hand, and then go to www.mon-
tague net, click on departments,

treasurer/collector, online bill
payments, then complete each
screen to process your payment.
It’s convenient, fast and secure.

To obtain a receipted bill,
enclose a self-addressed stamped
envelope and both copies of the
bill with your payment. Any new
owner not in receipt of a sewer
bill, should contact the tax collec-
tor’s office at 863-3200, ext.
#202. The office is open Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30
to 5:30 p m. and on Wednesdays
from 8:30 to 6:30 pm.

FACES & PLACES

1

DETMOLD PHOTO

The Gill Selectboard, (I-r) Jobn Ward,

Randy Crochier, A?I Banash, with
Ray Purington, look over a new map of Gills conservation lands, displayed by
agricultural commission chair Steve Damon. The map is on view at town ball.

Historic Bridge Facts

PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating fo the
original construction of the Gill-Montague Bridge in 1937-38.

= Over the course of 16 months, 6,857,362 pounds of structural steel
and 1,061,649 pounds of reinforcing steel and 8,980 cubic yards of
concrete were delivered to Turners Falls. These components were
engineered and assembled to construct the bridge we see today In
1938, the Gill-Montague bridge was the longest bridge in the state of

Massachusetts.

* Excluding the approaches, the total length of the bridge is 1695 feet.
The roadbed is thirty feet wide, the sidewalk is five and one-half feet
wide. The total weight is 30,000 tons. The heaviest steel members
shipped to Turners by the Phoenix Steel Company are the 19-ton
trusses set at the spring line at piers three and four.

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS

Food Coordinator Hours
Saturday, March 19th, 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Wendell Free
Library. “Office Hours” with
Local Food Coordinator Liz
Carter. This week. I'll have
information about tool shares,
tool lending libraries, and garden
cooperatives; and am looking for
feedback on building public
farm and garden infrastructure in
Wendell. Contact Liz Carter at
liz k.carter@gmail.com or
(360)797-4034 with ideas, or for
more info.

—IVE IN~—
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SENIOR GENTER AGTIVITIES — March 21st - 29th

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served  Tuesday  through
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva-
tions must be made one day in
advance by 11:00 a m. The meal
site manager is Kerry Togneri.
Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter. All fitness class-
es are supported by a grant from
the Executive Office of Elder
Affairs. Voluntary donations are
accepted. For more information,
to make meal reservations, or to
sign up for programs call (413)
863-9357. Messages can be left
on our machine when the center
is not open. Wednesday after-
noon Bingo has been cancelled
until further notice. Join us for a
talk on personal safety with
Lieutenant Sue Corey, Thursday,
March 24th at 10:15 am.

Monday, March 21st
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise

12 noon Pot Luck & Bingo
No Kaitting Circle
Tuesday, March 22nd
10:30 am. Yoga

1:00 p m. Painting Class
Wednesday, March 23rd
10:00 a.m. Aerobics

10:30 am. Monthly health
screenings

1:00 p m. Quilters
Thursday, March 24th
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi

10:15 a.m. Lt. Susan Corey
1:00 p m. Pitch

Friday, March 25th

10:00 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
1:00 p m. Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School. 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for
activities and congregate meals.
For information and reserva-
tions, call Polly Kiely. Senior
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 11:30

a m., with reservations 24 hours
in advance. Transportation can
be provided for meals, shopping,
or medical necessity. Please call
the Senior Center to find out
when the next blood pressure
clinic will be held.

Monday, March 21st

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi

10:00 a m. Osteo-Exercise
12:00 p.m. Pitch

Tuesday, March 22nd

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, March 23rd
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba
12:00 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, March 24th
8:45 a.m. Aerobics

Friday, March 11th

9:00 a.m. Bowling

11:30 a.m. Lunch - Pot Luck

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Nancy Spittle,
(978) 544-6760 for hours and
upcoming programs. Call the
Center if you need a ride.

More bridge facts next week!

on Avenue A for aver 10 years
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If we don,t carry your favorite brand,
we, Il order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm

Fri & Sat 10am-11pm = Sun Noon-7pm
59 Avenue A * Turners Falls
863-9900

Mon, Tue & Wed
Specials

Large 16" Pizzas
with 1 Topping for
$995 plus tax
With Any 12" or 8" Sub
1 FREE 12 0z.Can of Soda
Any Steak, Chicken or

Veggie Burrito
$5 95 plus tax

Roberto’s

Family Restaurant

196 Turners Falls Road
863-0022

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
¢ Other Major Brands
e Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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COMPILED BY DON
CLEGG - Greenfield’s weekly
peace vigil will join events
across the country observing the
eighth anniversary of the war in
Iraq. The vigil will be held on
Saturday, March 19th, from 11
a.m. to noon on the Greenfield
town common at the comer of
Main and Federal Streets. All are
invited.

Baha’i of Wendell warmly
invites all to share their spirit in a
gathering where all traditions
and faiths are welcomed. Bring
your beliefs, spiritual writings,
music, poetry, and come together
in prayer, music, and silent med-
itation to assist both ourselves
and this troubled planet as we
gather strength to honor a heal-
ing vision of a world at peace.

This spiritual event will be
held at the home of Shay and
Charles Cooper, 71 Kentfield
Road, Wendell Depot on Sunday,
March 20th, beginning at 5:30
p m., potluck at 7:00 p m. If you
wish, bring a potluck item. and
call 978-544-2190.

Saturday, March 26th, is triv-
ia night at the Montague Elks,
Turners Falls, from 7:00 p m. til
midnight, featuring a $100 prize
to the winning team. Bring your
own team of 6-8 people or join a
team when you arrive. This is a
21 and older event. Bring your
own munchies. Call Tammy at 1-
413-824-2799 for more info.

“The Friends of Gill” are
sponsoring an “all you can eat”
pancake breakfast on March
26th from 8:00 am. to 10:30
a.m. at the Gill Congregational
Church across from the com-
mon. There will be pancakes,
local maple syrup. sausages,
orange juice, tea and coffee.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

Ken USFWS

Sprankle,
Connecticut River Coordinator,
will review the history of the

modern  Atlantic  salmon
restoration program in the
Connecticut River basin. The
program will be held at the Great
Falls Discovery Center, 2
Avenue A, Tumners Falls on
Friday, March 25th, from 7:00
p-m. till 8:30 p m. Sprankle will
also talk about the status and
trends for salmon, as well as
other migratory fishes (for exam-
ple American shad and river her-
ring) of management interest.
The “All Cooped Up”
Concert will be held on Saturday,
March 19th starting at 7:00 p m.
and features many of the COOP

concert performers: Small
Change, Russ Thomas, Joe
Graveline, Molly Scott

w/Friends, Austin and Elliot,
Roland LaPierre, Julia
Burrough, Kathy Chapman &
Joe Pod. Mike Pattavina, Pat &
Tex LaMountain, Haiku
Handshake, Michael Orlen,
Barry Higgins, Jennie McAvoy,
and Dan Hales and the Frost
Heaves. The performance is at
St. James Church, 11 Church
Street, Greenfield.

A Polish Easter Bazaar will
be held at Our Lady of
Czestochowa Church, 87 K
Street, Turners Falls, just up the
hill from Food City on Saturday,
April 16th, 9:00 am.-1:00 pm.
Polish crafts and home-made
foods, raffles and more! Fun for
the whole family. To rent a table
at this annual event, or for more
information, contact Shirley
Webb at 773-7202.

Send items for local briefs to:
reporter-local@montagie-ina.ner.

Changes to Precinct Boundaries and
Town Meeting Representation Discussed

BY DAVID DETMOLD

MONTAGUE - Seven people
turned up to participate in a pub-
lic hearing, called on short notice
last week to discuss the possible
reduction of the number of
precincts and polling places and
elected town meeting members
in the town of Montague.

Town clerk Deb Bourbeau
told attendees the state requires
cities and towns to examine their
precinct boundaries in light of
new census data every ten years,
and make adjustments to keep the
precinct roughly equal (within
5%) in total population. She said
John Barr, the reprincting coordi-
nator at the Massachusetts
Secretary of State’s office. had
asked her, “Why do you have six
precincts?” when Montague,
with a population of approxi-
mately 8500. is only required to
have three. A precinct may not
have more than 4000 people in it,
according to state law.

Bourbeau presented a map
drawn by the state to show an
approximate redistricting of
Montague’s precinct lines to cre-
ate three precincts of more or less
equal population.

Selectboard member Chris
Boutwell said he could remem-
ber when Montague used to have
three precincts —up until the time
Montague voted to move from
open town meeting to representa-
tive town meeting in 1964. The
town meeting act approved by
the voters in that year called for
Montague to have no less than
five precincts and no more than
ten.

“Having six precincts is costly
to the town.” said Bourbeau, who
calculated it would save the town
about $1600 a year to cut the
munber of precincts down by
half. Other savings might accrue
by reducing the number of

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLIGE 10G a Box Cor Sundey,3/13 _
R T T e Restaurant, 12:35 a.m. Assisted
Suspicious Activity, Hit and Run Ewing Center Montaguc police with seazch
Checked same. for male subject from Millers
Tuesday, 3/8 motor vehicle lock-out at  AJl Set. Falls. Subject located and
6:05 a.m. Motor vehicle crash  French King Btidgev 9:50 am. Hit and run report- mmsPo.tted [)y ambulance.
on Route 2 at Maple Avenue. "W s 3/ 9 ed on West High Street. 10 pm. Unattended burn on

No injury. Repotttakm
10:48 am. Assisted Erving
fire department at North
Street residence. Water in the
basement.

12:20 pm. Assisted with

P

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
We Know Entertainment

Steven Therien
413-522-0035
www.tntpredj.net

* Free Consultafion

* State of the Ari Sound

* Best Music for all Ages/Occasions
* Rental Karaoke System

7:18 am. Disabled motor Currently under investigation. Mountain Road. Advised to
vehicle :ePorted on Route 2, Fﬁd-y, 3/II put same out.

west bound. Subject refused 1:45 p.m. Report of flooded Monday, 3/14

assistance and was advised he basement at High Street Assistance at Church Street
has to remove the vehicle. Residence. Erving fire deParI:— residence  with property
8:30 am. Suspicious activity ment responded. removal.

Software Support
specializing in
QuickBooks
IRS-Approved Tax
Preparer on Staff

Debbe Dugan

863-5030

lf"-.
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Serving the Area for over 30 years

« Dead Bolts

« Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

. Brian R, San Soucie
- Locksmith -

Certified » Bonded » Insured

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

CRL

28 Monlague Street
Turners Falls. MA 01376

863-24N

polling places the highway
department has to assist the town
in setting up for each election.
Bourbeau said the highway
department details four employ-
ees and two trucks to help her
distribute election materials to six
precincts in the days prior to
town and state elections.

She said the town of
Montague may someday be
forced by the state to abandon its
time honored practice of count-
ing paper ballots from a hand
cranked ballot box in favor of
some mandated electronic voting
machine, and reducing the num-
ber of polling stations would be a
proactive move to cut down on
the expense the town may some-
day face in purchasing such
machines.

The main cost cutting argu-
ment Bourbeau made in favor of
reducing the number of polling
places centered on the cost of poll
workers salaries, and, not inci-
dentally, the growing difficulty of
finding enough poll workers to
staff six precincts. Especially in
town elections, when voter
turnout can hover in the 10% to
20% range, Bourbeau said the
day can turn out to be a very long
one for poll workers.

Reaction to the proposal
among the seven people in atten-
dance was general favorable,

though a number of proposals

were tossed out for adjusting the
precinct lines slightly to keep the
village of Millers Falls united
with more of its highland suburbs
and to keep the post office side of
Lake Pleasant united with the fire
station side of Lake Pleasant. As
it stands now, the proposed
precinct boundaries would join
the post office side of Lake
Pleasant with the village center of
Millers Falls in voting at the
Montague Center fire station,
while the highlands of Millers
Falls and the fire station side of
Lake Pleasant would travel to
Hillcrest School to vote with
most of the rest of the Hill district
of Turners Falls.

Montague City and Tumers
Falls would vote in the Montague
town hall. Bourbeau said the
town hall was now completely
handicapped accessible to state
standards, with plenty of nearby
parking, unlike the Gill-
Montague senior center, where
the polling place for downtown
Turners is now located.

Bourbeau noted the proposed
precinct boundaries, prepared by
the Secretary of State’s office,
were subject to change — and to
local input — and the census num-
bers they were based on are still
preliminary.

John Hanold, finance commit-
tee chair, (a town meeting mem-

see BOUNDARIES pg 11

SOAPMAKING

CLASS

’ Sa
[earn how to make all natural soap ©< """

Lisa’s Handcrafted Soap is excited to
announce that soap classes are about
| to begin. The class will roughly last 3
| hours, The class will include; an
| instructional packet, a soap recipe, all
| materials needed, and a block of soap
| that you'll make right here and

| take home.

When: Saturday Hay 7, 2011

Where: 100 3rd Street

Turners Falls, MA

' Tinte: ?pm—5pm
| Regiater: Call 863-5252 or stop by to
TESErve your space.
| Cout: The course is $50. Hal{/$25 1o be paid at time ol reservation
| and $25 to be paid the day of the class.
Need: Each student must bring one empty cardboard milk or juice
| carton, rinsed out and dry.

Nate: Pleade feel free to call with any questions.

Rau’'s Auto

&~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
(413) 367-2475

53670155
0 oddirtpottcry.mm

ct, Montasuc

Drivate Boom Available
Toe CHurcH STREET HoME

24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301

A retivement home for imlcpunJcﬂt senior
women C!{ anlziin C[‘L‘.n*_\«' .ﬂ'llnce ].OJZ

r‘nn‘.ilyﬁty;w meal:, heautiful smrnundings,
and the security of a hostess on xluty at all timee.

Visitors aheays welcanre!

(413) 773-1252
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From Japan to
Vermont Yankee

The Time for Citizen Action is Now

BY RANDY KEHLER

COLRAIN - The worsening
nuclear disaster in Japan is on all
of our minds. And when we think
about the thousands of affected
Japanese people and workers, it’s
also deep in our hearts. That’s
why three area citizen groups
that for years have been opposing
nuclear power and warning of the
potential dangers associated with
the Vermont Yankee (VY) reac-
tor in particular — Citizens
Awareness Network, Safe &
Green Campaign, and New
England Coalition on Nuclear
Pollution — are inviting people in
our tri-state area to join a peace-
ful, solemn Solidarity Vigil for
our Japanese “sister reactor com-
munities” at the gates of Vermont
Yankee in Vernon, VT this
Sunday, March 20th, at 1:00 p.m.

How does the unfolding
nuclear nightmare in Japan relate
to Louisiana-based Entergy
Corporation’s Vermont Yankee
reactor, and whether or not it will
be shut down and decommis-
sioned on schedule when its orig-
inal 40-year license expires on
March 21st, 20127

First, we know Vermont
Yankee has experienced one
accident, breakdown, leak, or
management lapse after another
for years. Remember the fire in
the transformer building? The
cooling tower collapse? The
highly radioactive spent fuel rods
that got dropped when a crane
malfunctioned? The massive
leak of radioactive trittum just
last year? Entergy officials” “mis-
leading” statements to Vermont
officials about the source of that
leak? And the continuing find-
ings of tritium in monitoring
wells near the Connecticut River
— to name just a few of the many
such incidents.

Second, we know that
Entergy, like most other giant
corporations, makes no bones
about their highest priority —
maximizing profit for their share-
holders — which has led to cost-
cutting and delayed maintenance
at the expense of public and envi-
ronmental health and safety. This
means that even if VY is forced
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to close by March 21st, 2012,
when its original 40-year operat-
ing license expires, this last year
of its operation could be the most
dangerous of all, given its
increasing age and the lack of
incentive Entergy will have to
maintain adequate testing, moni-
toring, repairs, and replacement
of already worn-out components.

Third, we know the Vermont
Senate voted overwhelmingly, 26
to 4, in February of 2010 to deny
Entergy’s bid to keep VY operat-
ing for another 20 years. (As a
result of legislation passed in
2006, both the Vermont Senate
and House have to approve the
plant’s continued operation
beyond March of 2012.)

Though Entergy has mounted
an expensive, all-out public rela-
tions and lobbying campaign to
persuade the Vermont legislature
to reverse last year’s Senate vote,
there is every indication — espe-
cially in the wake of Japan’s
nuclear disaster — that the legisla-
ture has absolutely no intention
of doing that. And we know that
newly-elected Vermont governor
Peter Shumlin is equally opposed
to letting VY continue operating.

Fourth, we know one reason
why the Japan nuclear disaster
weighs heavily on the minds of
Vermont officials — and on ours,
too — is that the 39-year-old
Vermont Yankee reactor is of the
same age and design as a mumber
of the failed reactors in Japan. All
are “Mark 1 Boiling Water
Reactors” made by General
Electric.

And as Vermont’s U.S.
Senator Bernie Sanders recently
reported, “The containment
design of this type of plant has
been long criticized by federal
nuclear safety officials.” Sanders
referred to reports dating back to
1986, when a senior safety offi-
cial at the federal Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC)
cited studies concluding that
there was a 90 percent probabili-
ty of containment failure in the
event of an accident at Mark 1
reactors.

Fifth, we know the NRC last

see JAPAN pg 5
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LETTERS TO

Budget from the Bottom Up

Thank you for the nice juxta-
position of articles about school
budget meetings in the
Montagiie Reporter two weeks
ago (IX #22). Tt helped me to
clarify why I felt so uncomfort-
able after attending Tuesday’s
Leverett school committee budg-
et hearing.

Leverett was working from a
top down model. In December.
the adminstration created a
“wish” budget — mostly a level
services budget — including some
necessary adjustments up., like
more money budgeted for fuel.
The meeting’s goal was to bring
this budget down closer to a level
funded (zero increase) budget.

Fortunately, for this coming
fiscal year, there were ways the
committee could bridge the gap

between a level service and a
level funded budget with very lit-
tle change to the school.
Medicaid money reimbursed to
the town and allocated to the
school committee, a “found”
cache at the town hall of money
for early education, and a past
surplus of school choice money
were all used to make up most of
the difference. The principal
had also spent time figuring cuts
of $21,000 from the $1.69 million
level services “wish” budget, and,
at the school committee’s direc-
tion, still came in more than
$15,500 above a zero increase
budget.

At Mahar, on the other hand,
the budget was created using a
bottom up model. From what I

see BUDGET pg 5

THE EDITOR

A Liberal
Mouthpiece

I would appreciate your paper
being more ‘newsy’ and less
political in the future. Please
don’t turn the Montague
Reporter into a liberal mouth-
piece.

- David Sikora
Middlebury, CT

New Subscriber

Thanks

The reason for me to obtain a
subscription to your newspaper
is due to your fantastic editorials.

Thanks!

- Marguerite Sgadaro
Millers Falls

Local Government is a Shared Responsibility

I will not be running for re-
election as a planning board
member in 2011. This will
close out ten years. My sincere
hope is that community mem-
bers will come forward.

The single most important
quality — by far — in a board

member is to care about and be
respectful of the present and
future of our town and the peo-
ple and businesses in it. All the
other stuff can be learned or
looked up when necessary.

I believe in local government
and for that to be alive it is a

shared thing. I am still around
and have offered to help the
board members with research or
other projects if asked to do so.
Thank you for such a good
opportunity to do my part.
- Deirdre Cabral
Wendell

Differences are Part of the Democratic Process

Last week’s coverage of the
Gill-Montague school committee
(A Policy of General
Disagreement™) in the Reporter
promoted the myth (encouraged
by the recent state evaluation of
the district) that the school com-
mittee is so divided it “can’t get
anything done.” The evidence the
Reporter relied on seems to be
taken from a somewhat inconclu-
sive debate we had over whether
to form a policy subcommittee.

Yes the debate over the policy

U.S. Casualties
in Iraq and
Afghanistan

as of 3/16/11
US FORCES
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= {ﬁéumaa';;z,oog
- - Iraq

committee was perhaps too long
and contentious, but the reality is
most committees have issues like
this. When I was on the
Montague finance committee we
spent endless hours debating
stipends (annual payments) for
serving on the boards of health,
assessors and selectboard. These
stipends were miniscule in the
context of the overall Montague
budget, but they pushed a lot of
buttons because finance commit-
tee members serve with no pay.
And what exactly is it the
school committee has not gotten
done due to its internal divisions?
There was not one specific exam-
ple in the state report (or at last
week’s meeting beyond the fail-
ure to establish a potentially

We Welcome Your Letfers!

Mlontague R eporter
58 4th St Turners Falls,

MA 01376
reporter@montaguema.net

superfluous subcommittee).
There certainly are important dis-
agreements on the school com-
mittee with regard to its organiza-
tion, goals and the overall vision
that should guide the district. But
this is, after all, an elected com-
mittee of nine members in a
country where there are sharp dis-
agreements over the future of
public education. We also happen
to be a democracy.

Of course the committee
should also put aside differences
and get things done. For all our
flaws, we have done that. Critics
might specify whatever it is they
would like to have us do more of.
We can put it on the agenda.

Otherwise these complaints
create the impression of a desire
to stifle debate and create a
school committee party line.

Jeff Singleton is a member of
the Gill Montague school com-
mittee. The opinions expressed
here are his own, and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of the school
committee as a whole.
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Montague Hazard Mitigation Plan to be Updated

The Montague Hazard
Mitigation local planning com-
mittee is currently updating the
plan for Montague, in partner-
ship with the Franklin Regional
Council of  Governments
(FRCOG) planning department.

The purpose of the plan is to
identify natural and other haz-

ards that may impact the com-
munity, such as floods, winter
storms, and hazardous substance
spills. The committee will con-
duct a risk assessment of possi-
ble hazards that may require mit-
igation; assess current town haz-

identify action steps to prevent
damage to property and loss of
life.

The Montague hazard mitiga-
tion local planning committee
will meet twice with FRCOG
staff during this process. and
other times as needed, to compile
updated information for the plan.

The first meeting is scheduled
for March 29th, at 11 a.m. in the
Montague public safety complex
community meeting room, 180
Turnpike Road. in Turners Falls.
The draft plan is expected to be
ready for public review in May
of 2011, and will be made avail-
able on the town website, the
town hall and at all three town
libraries.

Montague residents are
encouraged to share their experi-
ence with prior hazard events
and suggestions for mitigation
projects to minimize future loss
of life or damage to property. To
find out more information and
how to become involved. contact
Walter Ramsey, Montague town
planner, at (413) 863-3200 x 207
or planner@montague-ma.gov.

JAPAN from page 4

week approved Entergy’s appli-
cation for a 20-year license exten-
sion for VY. According to a state-
ment by NRC Chairman Gregory
Jaczko, Entergy has met “all of
our requirements and standards.”

This decision was no surprise.
Of the 60 applications for license
extensions the NRC has
reviewed, it has approved all 60.

In 2007. the NRC’s own
Office of Inspector General
(OIG) released a scathing report
exposing the NRC’s review
process for license extension
applications as faulty in the
extreme, with many of the appli-
cants’ claims and omissions
going completely unexamined.

This is one reason why
Senator Sanders refers to the
NRC as a “wholly owned sub-
sidiary of the nuclear industry.”

Sixth, we know that in order
to keep VY operating, Entergy
also needs a “Certificate of
Public Good” (CPG) from the
state of Vermont. In fact, Jaczko
said as much when he announced
the NRC’s approval of VY’s
license extension. Without a
CPG from Vermont, Entergy will
be in clear violation of Vermont
law if VY is still operating on
March 22nd. 2012.

Seventh, we know that
Entergy CEO. J. Wayne Leonard,
has clearly and publicly implied
that if Entergy does not get a
CPG from Vermont, they are pre-
pared to sue the state of Vermont
in federal court and challenge the
state’s authority to prevent VY
from operating. Their argument
will be that only the federal gov-
emment, via the NRC, has the
authority to do that — ie., the
“federal pre-emption’ argument.

Will that argument prevail?
It’s hard to say. But given that in
2002 when they bought VY,
Entergy signed a “memorandum
of understanding” stating they
would not challenge Vermont’s
authority if the state decided
against allowing the reactor to
operate beyond March of 2012,
Entergy may be on weak legal

ard mitigation policies, pro-
grams, and regulations; and
grounds.

Also, the NRC has, in the

past, specifically acknowledged
that while the federal govern-
ment has sole jurisdiction over
nuclear safety issues. the states
do have the right to regulate
nuclear power facilities on eco-
nomic and “reliability” grounds
— which were the basis for the
Vermont Senate’s objections in
their overwhelming vote oppos-
ing relicensing in February 2010.

Of concern. however, is the
possibility a federal court might
grant a request from Entergy for
an injunction to prevent Vermont
from closing VY while a court
case is being litigated, which, as
we know, could take years.
Fortunately, courts are not
immune to public outcry - and a
public outery there would be if or
when Entergy decides to ignore
Vermont law and the will of its
elected officials.”

Eighth, we know there is a lot
that we don’t know and. as the
Japan situation makes clear, that
no one knows — particularly
regarding the possibilities of an
unexpected. unplanned for, cata-
strophic accident. Don’t let any-
one say such an accident can’t
happen at VY. It can. VY may
not be sitting on an active fault
line (though it does sit on an
inactive one, known as the
Eastern Border Fault, which runs
north and south along the
Comnecticut River), but there
could be any number of external
or internal, natural or manmade
events that could, like Japan'’s
earthquake and tsunami. knock
out the electrical supply or other-
wise disable the essential flow of
cooling water required in order to
prevent a meltdown of the reac-
tor’s core or a fire in its crowded
seventh story fuel pool.

One such possibility, given
the increasingly extreme weather
conditions brought on by climate
change and global warming, is a
sudden rising of the Connecticut
River that causes water to over-
flow the riverbank where VY’s
highly radioactive spent fuel rods

are beginning to be transferred
from the unprotected fuel pool
and stored in concrete casks.
Another possibility is sabotage or
a terrorist attack on the exposed
fuel pool. or on the reactor itself.
Human error, an embrittled pipe
cracking under the ongoing stress
of extreme heat and pressure in a
plant operating at 120% of its
original design capacity, the fail-
we of a critical component,
something as simple as a stuck
valve (as we saw at Three Mile
Island) can lead to a cascading
series of events that could put the
reactor’s poorly designed pres-
sure suppression torus and emer-
gency core cooling system to the
ultimate test.

Ninth, and perhaps most
important of all, there is now,
more than ever, a clear need for
citizen vigilance and citizen
action. For too long, like people
around the world, we have
allowed governments and big
corporations that hold sway over
governments to experiment with
technologies that are simply “too
dangerous to fail.” We now know,
if we didn’t know it before, that
we must no longer allow owr-
selves and our precious, beautiful
planet to be the guinea pigs of this
kind of experimentation.

In shott, it’s time for a nonvio-
lent citizen uprising in which we
demand that our power come
from safe, renewable sources
coupled with measures that con-
serve energy and use it efficiently
—making clear that we as individ-
uals are willing to do our part to
make that happen.

That sort of uprising is well
mnderway in Vermont and the tri-
state area surrounding Vermont
Yankee, and now it is bound to
grow stronger. As Vermont
becomes the first state and we the
first “reactor community” in the
United States to shut down a
nuclear power plant over the
objections of its corporate owners
and the NRC, we can be a beacon
of hope and inspiration
for the rest of the country
and the world.
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read, two years ago every item on
the school budget was looked into
by the school committee, by the
administration, and by teachers. I
am sure there was much creativi-
ty involved in the process.

I keep waiting to see our
school committee choose to go
the second route — to look at each
specific line on the budget. I
keep waiting to hear that the
teachers (who I believe are what
makes a school a school) have
weighed in on the budget to let
the committee know what they
feel could be adjusted without
their teaching abilities being hurt.

It appeared to me that every
comment made at the budget
hearing about actually lowering
certain budget items was dis-
counted by the administration
and thus, unfortmately, by the

committee. But what would the
teachers say?

Even if the economy turns
around, I believe there is going to
come a point where the school
committee and the administration
are going to have to change their
method of creating a school
budget each year. I see very little
creativity now, except in finding
ways to postpone the inevitable.
As committee chair Farshid Hajir
said, the school budget as it
stands is not sustainable.

With all the great qualities I
see sitting at the table, both in the
committee and the administra-
tion, I look forward to seeing
what a new method of creating a
budget could bring to our school,
hopefully in time for next year’s
school budget meetings.

- Tanya Cushman
Leverett

JAPAN SOLIDARITY VIGIL at VERMONT YANKEE
SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1:00 PM
In public expression of solidarity with thousands of Japanese work-
ers and residents affected by the still worsening nuclear disaster in
Japan’s Fukushima Prefecture, there will be a solemn, peaceful
vigil in front of the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant on Governor Hunt
Road in Vemon, Vermont, this Sunday, March 20, at 1:00 pm.
Vigil organizers have suggested attendees wear black, bring a sign
or banner in keeping with the purpose of the vigil, and park in the
Vernon Elementary School parking lot across from the plant.
All are welcome.
The vigil is sponsored by the Safe & Green Campaign, Citizens
Awareness Network, and the New England Coalition.
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTROARD
Employee Raises and Health
Benefits on the Table

BY KATIE NOLAN -
The Erving selectboard and
finance committee met
jointly on Monday and dis-
cussed the FY'12 cost of
living adjustment for town
employees and the town’s
share of employee health
insurance costs. The board
agreed to make a decision
on these matters on March
28th.

Selectboard chair
Andrew Goodwin intro-
duced the health insurance
discussion before the
finance committee arrived,
noting the town pays 86%
of employee health insur-
ance costs and asking the
other selectboard members,
“Are we trying to reduce
benefits to a target num-
ber? Do we feel 86% is

wrong?”’
He added, “It’s not a
bad thing to be an employ-

er of choice.”
Once the joint meeting

MONTAGUE
AGRICULTURAL
FORUM
with Margaret Christie, Director
of Special Projects at CISA
Pete Westover, MA Department
of Agricultural Resources
Walter Ramsey, Montague Town
Planner
Thurs., March 24th,7 p.m.
Montague Town Hall

413-863-3200, 207
Are you interested in...
- Recovering Montague's agricul-
tural commisjon?
- Promoting local farm goods &
services?
- Helping resolve farm related
problems or conficts?
- Protecting farmland and natural
resources? .. please attend.

started. finance committee
chair Stanley Gradowski
said the finance committee
had voted to ask depart-
ments to adhere to level
funding for all FY’12
budgets, including COLAs.
He told the joint meeting
the finance committee was
not only planning for this
year, but for the future.

“The next five years are
going to be difficult,” he
cautioned.

Goodwin  said the
selectboard had asked
departments for level fund-
ing in FY’12, without con-
sidering COLAs.

Goodwin said he had
thought the COLA for
employees should be “in
the neighborhood of 2%".

He added, “There’s a
reality, the cost of living is
going up. My feeling is we
need to carefully balance
being fair to our employ-
ees,” with town finances.
Goodwin calculated a 2%
COLA would cost the town
approximately  $20,000,
and would help the town
retain good employees.

Finance cominittee
member Winifred Stone-
Rubinaccio replied it was
important to consider fiscal
responsibility as well, and
that the finance committee
would need to know what
other towns are offering for
COLAs for comparison.

Noting he lives on a
fixed income and “taxes go
up every year.” Gradowski
said, “We have to draw the
line somewhere. Next year
is going to be worse.”

Goodwimn said, “If we

decrease health benefits,
we're taking back from
employees.”

Treasurer Margaret
Sullivan informed the joint
meeting that Erving paid
90% of employee health
insurance costs in 2004,
reducing the percentage to
88% in 2003, and reduced
the town’s share of
employee health benefits to
the current level of 86% in
2007.

Sullivan observed the
rate the town pays for
health insurance will stay
relatively flat this year, and
therefore, she said, “It’s the
best year to decrease.” the
town’s share of employee
health benefits. She recom-
mended decreasing the
town’s share to 85% and
presented calculations
showing a savings of
$8.348 for the town, with
this decrease.

Gradowski said even if
the town reduced the per-
centage of benefits it pays
to 84%. “We're still higher
than anyone else.”

Gradowski said, “We
are very fortunate in this
town. Our faxes are
extremely low compared
with other towns.” He
added he would like to see
the town paying 75% of
employee health insurance
costs — “more in line with
other towns and the state.”

Stone-Rubinaccio told
the selectboard the finance
committee would need “a
bit more time” to consider
the issue of COLAs and
health benefits.

see ERVING pg 10

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
U-28 Retiree Benefit Dispute Aired

BY JOSH HEINEMANN
On March 2nd, Wendell
school committee mem-
bers Dick Baldwin and
Kevin Skorupa reported to
the Wendell selectboard on
an ongoing dispute regard-
ing Union 28 retirement
benefits.

There are five towns
(and four school commit-
tees — Erving, Swift River,
Leverett and Shutesbury)
in school Union 28. Each
of those five towns pays
benefits to their own
employees at different
rates. The Union 28 agree-
ment stipulates that the rate
paid to retirees from Union
28 is determined by the
town with the highest stu-
dent enrolment., which at
present is Erving, although
the lead town may soon
switch to Leverett as enrol-
ment percentages change.

Erving pays 86% of
health benefits for active
employees., and 79% for
retiree plans. Erving allows
for a retiree to choose fam-
ily coverage. which a
recent retiree from the U-
28 business office did. The
resulting monthly bill star-
tled town accountants in
Shutesbury and Leverett,
because it was based on a
rate much higher than those
towns provide for their
own employees and
retirees, and led to protest
from the accountants and
selectboards of those two
towns. followed by the
withholding of monthly
payments for the retiree’s
family health plan bills.

The Swift River school
district, as the union’s fis-

cal agent. has been left
holding the bag and paying
the monthly bills for the
entire union, awaiting reso-
Iution of the issue with the
other towns.

In January, a joint meet-
ing of the selectboards and
business managers of all
the Union towns and
school districts took place
in Shutesbury, and agree-
ment was reached to pur-
sue special legislation in
Boston to allow U-28 to
equalize health benefits at
the rates paid by each town
to their own employees.

In  recent  weeks,
Shutesbury and Leverett
have decided to resume
paying their bills, though
under protest of the current
arrangement.

Union-28  accountant
Kate Woodward said the
town of Leverett currently
owes $1286 for back due
bills, but did not provide
the back due amount that
has  accumulated for
Shutesbury.

Skorupa reserved the
town hall for the evening of
April 2nd for an interna-
tional circle dance. The
event will feature a band, a
caller, and instructions. No
experience is necessary,
and since the dances are
circle dances, it is not nec-
essary to come with a part-
ner.

Selectboard member
Jeoffrey Pooser pointed out
that earlier the same day
the town hall will host back
mubs in a fund raiser for
Good Neighbors, so atten-
dees can get relaxed and
comfortable before attend-

ing the dance.

Paul Daniello, a project
manager for the Mount
Grace Land Trust, dis-
cussed a proposed conser-
vation restriction on a piece
of land Mount Grace owns
in northwest Wendell
known as Hidden Valley.
The Metacomet
Monadnock trail runs
through Hidden WValley,
and Mount Grace would
like the Wendell conserva-
tion commission to hold
and monitor a conservation
restriction (CR) on that
acreage. The conservation
commission supports the
plan.

Mount Grace would
reimburse the town for any
legal expenses incurred
enforcing the conservation
restriction, Daniello said.
The CR would allow tim-
ber harvesting, which will
help Mount Grace cover
eXpenses.

Selectboard  member
Dan Keller suggested a
joint meeting with the con-
servation  commission,
Mount Grace and the
selectboard might be help-
ful in ironing out the
details.

Town administrative
coordinator Nancy Aldrich
said an arrangement to buy

electricity through the
Hampshire Council of
Governments that has

resulted in regular savings
for town buildings over the
last few years will now also
be offered to aggregated
residents of participating
towns, including Wendell.

The plan, which does

see WENDELL pg 10
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Library and Highway
Department Budgets

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Recommendations by the
town’s personnel board,
supported by the select-
board, to back a raise from
$12.82 an hour to $15 an
hour for the 13-hour-a
week library assistant, and
to provide 1%2%o cost of liv-
ing adjustments for all
town employees will lead
to an increase of about
$2.000 above last year’s
$79.000 budget for the
Leverett Library.

Library director Linda
Wentworth said circulation
has increased at the library,
from 42.671 books, audio-
tapes. DVDs and other
materials in 2009 to 44,852
items in 2010, but the
Leverett Library still main-
tains a budget less than half
the size of many
Massachusetts towns with
similar or larger population
that circulate fewer materi-
als. One way Leverett man-
ages to do this is by relying
heavily on volunteer sup-
port for shelving books,
staffing the circulation
desk, covering new books,
maintaining the library’s
website, and assisting with
programs.

Wentworth told the
selectboard on Tuesday,
March 8th, “The volunteer
force has a waiting list.
We’d flounder without
them.” Later, Wentworth
said 40 volunteers regular-
ly provide between 40 and
60 hours a week of labor to
help the library flourish.

Chris Condit, chair of
the library board, said the
trustees had exhausted the
remainder of the library
building funds last year —

about $40.000 — retrofitting
the building’s geothermal
heating system from an
open to a closed loop sys-
tem. During heavy rains or
spring rmoffs, the open
loop system would get
fouled with particulate
matter from the well, ham-
pering the system’s operat-
ing ability.

“Four out of five units
are now working beautiful-
ly.” said Condit. “The fifth
(which feeds the foyer) is
most likely a different
problem,” that building
maintenance  supervisor
John Kuczek is working
with Paul Voiland of
Deerfield Valley HVAC to
rectity.

Finance committee chair
Don Gibavic repeated his
comment from last year
that if the library had
mstalled a standard oil or
gas fired boiler, they would
not have been experiencing
such expensive mainte-
nance problems.

Wentworth said protests
last year to restore funding
for the Western Mass
Regional Library System
had failed to save the
regional office, which had
shared materials and
resources for small town
libraries on this side of the
state. As of July 1st, 2011,
the state employees who
deliver interlibrary materi-
als to all local libraries that
are members of the
CWMARS system — three
times a week in Leverett’s
case — will be replaced with
drivers from a private con-
tractor. Wentworth said she
is hoping service will not
dinunish. She lamented the

Presented

loss of the professional
development workshops
and grant funded programs
tailored to the needs of
small libraries that the
WMRLS had focused on.
The bookmobiles that pro-
vide regular supplemental
materials to the libraries’
permanent collections are
also a thing of the past.
Highway department
supervisor Will Stratford
said, aside from employee
COLAs, he intends to level
fund his budget from last
year, with one other excep-
tion. “T was afraid to level
fund gas and diesel.”
Stratford told the select-
board. He penciled in a
question mark for that line
item, but said it would like-
Iy grow by at least $2,750
from last year’s $22.250.
Selectboard chair Rich
Brazeau  noted  that
Governor Patrick was
attempting to get a multi-
million dollar Chapter 90
bond approved to assist
cities and towns with high-
way and bridge projects.
Any added infusion of
Chapter 90 funds would be
welcomed, Stratford said,
as, “We have a section of
North Leverett Road from
North Leverett Center to
Moores Corner that needs
to be repaired,” along with
a section of Montague
Road from town hall to the
Leverett Elementary
School, and culverts and
catch basins on Shutesbury
Road that need to be
replaced. He added that
bridge abutments on
Dudleyville and Teewaddle
Hill Road need work this

see LEVERETT pg 11
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Montague in the
Running for Solar Incentives

BY JANEL NOCKLEBY
On Monday night, mem-
bers of the selectboard
signed a letter of support
for an application to the
Solarize Mass Program,
offered by the
Massachusetts Department
of Energy Resources.

Green Community
towns such as Montague
are eligible to apply to
“implement a community-
wide solar photovoltaics
(PV) program,” according
to a memo from town plan-
ner Walter Ramsey. The
memo continues: “Up to
four Green Communities
will be selected via lottery
to receive assistance to
market the installation of
solar PV panels on residen-
tial and small commercial
buildings. If awarded, the
Mass Clean Energy Center
will market the program
locally and issue an RFP
for the selection of at least
two solar installation com-
panies (one offering a
direct ownership model
and one offering a leasing
model to customers) to
focus their efforts on
aggregated purchasing of
equipment in the commu-
nity.”

If Montague is picked
to participate, “The result
will be substantial incen-
tives available to install PV
systems on Montague
homes and businesses,”
Ramsey said.

The Department of
Energy Resources’ pilot
program is an effort to
“achieve a larger goal to
have 10,000 homes and
small businesses statewide
powered by solar energy.”

Also energy related,
town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio reported the
performance contract with
Siemens Building
Technologies to achieve
energy savings in fown
buildings is progressing.
Perhaps there will be a new
boiler for town hall by
August.

Wanted: Farmers! Fans
of farmers! Fans of food!
Biz savvy folks! You! The
town of Montague needs
more active members in
two committees. Town
planner Walter Ramsey is
hoping an upcoming forum
will lead to the restart of
the Montague agricultural
commission. Local agri-
cultural issues will be on
the agenda on Thursday,
March 24th at 7 p.m. in
town hall, featuring
Margaret Christy, director
of special projects at
Communities Involved in
Sustaining  Agriculture
(CISA), and Pete
Westover, from  the
Massachusetts Department
of Agriculture Resources.

Selectboard chair Pat
Allen said an agricultural
commission would pro-
mote “local farm related

goods and services and
help resolve farm related
problems and conflicts and
also protecting farmland
and natural resources.” She
added, “Tt’s more than just
farmers who might be
interested in the commis-
sion.”

Meanwhile,
Montague
Development and
Industrial ~ Corporation
needs more board mem-
bers. The EDIC has been
instrumental in past town
planning adventures
involving the industrial
park, and is currently
investigating how the for-
mer Cumberland Farms
building at Second and
Avenue A should be used
to further the revitalization
of Turners Falls. Allen
summed up the role of the
EDIC as “a quasi-govern-
mental organization for the
purpose of implementing
local economic develop-
ment projects.” Please
send letters of interest to
Ramsey at town hall, 1
Avenue A.

‘Want to join town meet-
ing? Nomination papers
are due by 5 p.m. on March
24th for all precincts.

the
Economic

Countdown To Closure

And a Green, Nuclear Free Future

Monday, March 21st, 7:00 p.m.
Centre Congregational Church,
193 Main Street, Brattleboro.

March 21st is exactly one year before the scheduled
shutdown of the Vermont Yankee nuclear power
plant. This event will feature speakers Dr. Arjun
Makhijani and James Moore. Music provided by the
Green River String Band. All are welcome. Suggested
donation of five dollars. No one will be turned away.
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BY KATE FITZGERALD -
“Acacia is the book I wanted to

write before I die.” said
Shutesbury novelist David
Anthony Durham at a talk at the
Leverett Library on March 2nd.

Although Durham has previ-
ously been recognized as a
writer of historical fiction, he
credits the fantasy genre with
fostering his love of reading.

“I read fantasy as a kid and

Acacia Author at
Leverett Library

an adolescent.” Durham
remembered. “Fantasy taught
me to read, and to love reading.
It was very much a gateway for
me, and I think it is for an awful
lot of people, including a lot of
literary writers who seem to
forget that.”

Acacia delves into a world of
Durham’s own creation, though
it pulls in thematic elements
one might compare to current
world events. It tells a story of
the toppling and reinvention of
an ancient, oppressive empire,
riddled with corruption. For
Durham, whose first two novels
are so rooted in history. the
inclusion of complex. substan-
tive themes, including military
occupations and drug abuse,
was no coincidence.

“I wanted to tap into some of
the enthusiasm for imagined
worlds, but to do it on a large

scale, and with
some real world
complications
and politics.”

Durham’s first
novel, Gabriel’s
Story, published by Doubleday
in 2001, is set in the 1870s and
follows the relocation of an
African American family from
the east coast to rural Kansas.
The title character, a disgrun-
tled teen. runs away from his
family and sets out on his own
on the American Frontier.
Gabriel s Story was a New York
Times Notable Book of the year
in 2001.

Walk Through Darkness,
published a year later, follows a
runaway slave, and the man
hired to track him, on a harrow-
ing journey from Maryland to
Pennsylvania. = Comparisons
have been drawn between
Durham’s first two novels, and
Durham himself describes them
as being “in the same vein.”

In 2006 however, Durham’s
writing took an unsuspected
turn. With the publication of

Pride of Carthage., Durham
abandoned the 19th century
American backcountry for
Ancient Rome. In this recount-
ing of the second Punic War,
Durham gives personality and
soul to the historical figure
Hannibal. Durham, who has
long been fascinated by the tale
of Hannibal, came up with the
idea for Pride of Carthage
when he was an undergrad at
the University of Maryland.

“I thought it would be great
to read a good novel about
Hannibal,” he said. “And I still
felt there wasn’t one written.”

The release of Pride of
Carthage also marked the
beginning of foreign success for
Durham’s writing. The contract
for Pride of Carthage was sold
overseas one month after it was
sold in the states, though the
book had not yet been written.

“It was a little disconcert-
ing,” Durham admitted. “They
knew that they liked my writing
from my first couple of books,
but they didn’t find the African
American subject matter to be

large enough to take on.”

However, Durham’s success-
ful jump from the American
frontier to the war-ridden land-
scape of ancient Rome afforded
him the freedom he needed to
break into the fantasy genre.

“After Pride of Carthage,
my editor said, “You can do
whatever you want now.” I had
written myself out of any box.

Since book one of the Acacia
trilogy was published in 2007,
Duwham’s fantasy writing has
been enthusiastically received
by critics and readers. The first
book has been translated into
seven languages, and was a
winner of the John W. Campbell
Award for Best New Writer of
Science Fiction and Fantasy. It
was also one of Kirkus Reviews
Ten Best Works of Fiction in
2007. He followed that with
Other Lands in 2009.

The Acacia trilogy is set to
conclude this fall, with the
release of the third and final
novel: The Sacred Band. Pick
up Durham’s work at a library
or book seller near you.
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quality professionals.

Franklin County Solid Waste
Management District director Jan
Ameen called the regulatory
change, “rather confusing and
unbelievable.”

Ameen confirmed, “Last year,
changes were made in statutory
language eliminating DEP’s role
in evaluating environmental data
for trash, construction and debris
processing, organic composting
and solid waste handling facili-
ties including incinerators.” She
explained, “The local boards of
health have always been in
charge of permitting, but the DEP
has had to write a report after
evaluating suitability require-
ments for each site. My concern
has been, as soon as a town starts
hiring an engineering firm or
environmental consultants you're
looking at $150 an hour mini-
mum, and towns will very quick-
ly exceed the amount that is set

by regulation.” for technical fees
towns can charge to proponents.
Ameen calculated that fee — to be
adjusted for mnflation — at about
$7500. “My understanding is
towns cannot exceed that
amount,” she said.

Ameen noted the same regula-
tory change took away the DEP’s
oversight role for 50-ton-a-day or
less solid waste sites once they
are up and running, and gave that
responsibility to local boards of
health as well.

“On one level,” said Ameen,
“it’s totally ridiculous to have a
town permitting and enforcing
regulations on itself. Towns will
start letting things slide because
there’s nobody watching any-
more. There’s a chance for things
to backslide environmentally.”

Ameen said smaller towns that
do not have a full time health
agent would probably also feel
compelled to hire an outside
environmental consultant to

oversee their transfer stations on
such DEP mandated criteria as
reasonable quantity and type of
materials handled, fire suppres-
sion, sanitation, and the like.
“The other part of the change
is if a trash hauling company
comes in and wants to put in a
new transfer station, less than 50
tons a day, then the entire condi-
tions compliance enforcement
falls on the towns themselves,”
Ameen addedd. “The DEP is no
longer is in control and the
MEPA process may not apply.”
Cohen raised the specter of the
Diemand & Bennett construction
and debris dump that operated
from 1988 - 99 in Wendell.
Though permitted by the local
board of health, it operated under
the oversight of the DEP, and yet
eventually began sliding toward
the Millers River, requiring a
remediation effort that exceeded
a million dollars in cost. The
operator declared bankruptcy,

and DEP eventually picked up
the tab for stabilizing the site.

The change in oversight from
the DEP to town boards of health
would shield the state from liabil-
ity if such a sequence of events
were to occur in the future,
Cohen warned.

He’s not the only one worried
about that possibility.

“I am very concerned about
liability issues that could arise for
towns from the problems that
could arise in the future,” as a
result of the regulatory change,
said representative Steve Kulik,
(D-Worthington) on Wednesday.

Kulik intends to meet with
DEP commissioner  Kimmell
next week to raise the issue, and
is working with legislative col-
leagues to rescind the change in
regulation and “put this back
with the DEP where it belongs.”

Kulik said the amendment
was introduced on the Senate
side, and he had not been aware

of it when the budget passed last
year. “Tt was one of those minor
technical changes which has
turned out not to be minor or
techmical. It has much bigger
ramifications.”

Kulik added, “Now that this is
more widely known, this is sim-
ply not justifiable, especially for
smaller communities that lack the
expertise and the financial ability
to do this. The legislature should
put this back in the domain and
responsibility of the DEP.”

Gill town administrative assis-
tant Ray Puringfon raised another
point. “This could lock us into
curbside pickup forever, because
we can’t afford to hire the pros to
handle site assessment,” on a
transfer station or composting
facility.

“What do we have state gov-
ernment for. if not to handle
issues that are too big for

us?” demanded Cohen. W‘
b
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Trish Sketchpook

A Trip to the Cottage

River Laune, Killorglin, County Kerry

BY DAVID BRULE
KILLORGLIN - Well, maise,
and isn’t it the truth, when these
days in the middle of March roll
around, that we all sprout a bit of
the Green, think wistfully back
on our grandmothers (“Ah, you
Yanks all have an Inish grand-
mother,” a Dubliner once most
sarcastically said to me), and
don’t we conjure up at least a
thatch-roofed cottage some-
where back in our DNA?

Not being one to turn green
once a year, I determined back in
82 or’83 to make use of a scrap
of paper up in the drawer of this
old house. That scrap was an
address, and it was on a letter
addressed to my — you guessed it
— Irish grandmother, from her
own Aunt Hannah back in Kerry.

It arrived here at this house in
the 30s, pleading for clothes and
cast-off garments, mittens for
the men of the family out fishing
on Dingle Bay. The return
address said simply: Heffernan,
Douglas-Killorglin, County
Kerry.

Now, our family here had no
clothes to spare the Irish cousins,
it was during the Depression you
know, but the letter was put
away and made its way up to the

'Fam) Fresb Cggs

drawer where I could find it 50
years later.

So by ‘82, I set off to Ireland,
determined to find the house and
the relatives from whence the let-
ter came.

The town in the address
turned out to be lovely. Down the
road from Killarney, you come
upon Killorglin, looking a bit
like Millers Falls actually, with
its bridge at the foot of the hill
leading up to the center of town.

But unlike Millers, Killorglin
has managed to thrive, with more
pubs than you can shake a stick
at, a modem post office, and
restaurants a-plenty.

Of course the Celtic Tiger was
good to it, but I have to tell you
that now these days the Tiger has
gone bust, with Ireland coming
apart at the seams once again,
renewing the cycle of poverty
and immigration.

But Killorglin does have its
place as the starting point for the
touristy Ring of Kermry, and the
madness of the Puck Fair in
August, so I'm thinking the peo-
ple there will not have to resort to
living in holes in the ground and
fearing the English landlords as
in the past 500 years.

That first visit of mine — long

ago mow — was an emotional
event indeed. Once I found the
family farm, it took a bit of con-
vincing for Mary, a big woman
in her 70s, to let me in the door.
She had married into the clan,
but after I told her the connec-
tions with old Aunt Hannah and
my own grandmother’s uncles,
Tim and Dan, she finally accept-
ed to welcome me as genuine.

She was the one herself who
had taken care of old Dan after
his return from America via
Millers Falls, with both Tim and
Hannah following him over to
the States and back. That was the
beginning of yearly trips to the
homestead for me., and strong
ties to the remaining family there
of Mary, her sons Pat and Jamie.

The cottage itself from which
the ancestors had set out was on
the edge of the farm, abandoned
by then for a newer stucco house
with modern conveniences.
Nevertheless, entering the old
place for the first time, moving
about the empty kitchen and see-
ing the hearth and fireplace. I
was sent spiraling back one hun-
dred and fifty years.

That was then, back in the
80s. This past summer, that is in
2010, I found myself out on the
far end of the Dingle Peninsula.
It was to be a stormy day, with
the Blasket Islands fading in and
out of the fog, and Mount Eagle
behind us with its wreath of mist
rolling and swirling about 500
yards up its sides, so there was
no seeing the top of it. The roil-
ing sea was a dark gray-green
and blue, with white gannets
plunging knife-like, javelins into
the water, going after mackerel
and sprats coming in on the ris-
ing tide. So with the t’undery
showers and storms promised all
day, it was clearly a day for a
drive over to the old cottage.

I headed down the twisty road
from Slea Head, through
Dunquin, and down to Dingle
Town. Then along the bay road
through towns with lovely names
like Anascaul, Lispoole, Inch,
Castlemaine to Killorglin, nes-
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tled under the towering peaks of
Macgillicuddy’s Reeks. I have to
tell ye at this point, that it’s not
often you are the one to write the
last paragraphs on two centuries
of a family’s story of struggle
and immigration, but I had a feel-
ing that this day I would have to
witness that. I was pretty sure
what was waiting for me at the
cottage.

The Heffernan clan had come
into Kerry from County
Tipperary back in the early
1800s, and settled in a farming
district called the Dubhghlais
(transformed into Douglas by the
English), probably named for its
black clay-like earth. By 1890,
great-grandfather James was
ready to join the flood of others
leaving for a better life in
America. But before leaving, he
and his sister Julia married into
another fishing and farming fam-
ily from the village, the Teahans.

James and his new wife
Brigid Teahan Heffernan set off
from the cottage in 1894, and
made their way from New Haven
to Hartford, where Brigid died,
quite young still. Their daughter
Hannah, my grandmother, was
sent off to Millers Falls where
the other Teahans had settled.
Not an unusual story of immigra-
tion.

The only new twist is the one
that put me back there. standing
in front of the old cottage this
day, four generations after the
American story began, and who

knows how many generations of
the clan before that.

Well I have to tell ye that the
cottage I got to know twenty
years ago is now a shambles,
walls still standing but barely a
stone on a stone as the saying
goes. The slate has slid from the
roof, and the rain comes in on the
kitchen and the adjoining room
where past generations had lived.

The last two of the family,
Jamie and Pat. bachelor farmer
brothers, had grown up here
before moving into the new stuc-
co house years ago with their
mother, leaving the old home-
stead as a barn for the hay and
the calves. And now the brothers
are gone too. the last of the clan
and the name in these parts.

But the cottage still stands for
all that, and the rest of us have
put down roots in America four
generations back already. The
family was transplanted into new
soil and there are many of us
now all over the country, even
though the home from which we
came is abandoned and empty.

Ah, but the roses there are a
grand symbol of all this. In spite
of all the brambles and thom
bushes growing up to block even
the front door of the old place,
there’s a fine rose bush planted
long ago. and it’ll not be denied
its place in the rare sun. It’s now
growing high to the edge of the
roof, and the swallows living in
the ruins of the eaves don’t mind
a bit. Dia anseo isteach!

“Stories
from the

4 nnu:l:(ul
rlli.‘f

Limited first-run printing,
Call Lyn

$20 - ($22.50 for home delivery)

West Along the River will be

The Montague Beporter office

Franklin Grocery in Ervingside.

here now!
£o reserve your copy:
413-863-4779

Proceeds will benefit
Filontague Weporier

available at the Great Falls
Discovery Center and at

in Turners Falls, and at the

Don’t miss it!

* Whole Roasting Chicken . e
P ) Serving Home Grown 1
+HomeMade Soups u . : ! y
»Desserts

’

R e B Farm-inspired Food & Drink :
Farm Store Hours: fg::oilsit'tjys-uﬁgg.;rsduy, 6a.m. to5p.m. 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 We Specdialize In Impossible Deadlines! i
Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell * 978-544-3806 PHONE 413 774 3150 1

AC REFPAIR I

r Tr(?ﬂfuh: RET!OVAI_ GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I

ma - NETWORKS & ‘THE CLOUD' 41 3_774_3500 I

p—— omputer . czea. :
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Llani Davidson
Home Vegetable Garden

Consultation and Installation

P.O. Box 35
Montague MA 01351
413-267-0047

localgardenslforchange.com

for Change
Fresh Food Forever!

OPEN MON-FRI 9-7, SAT9-5
345 MAIN ST.

GREENFIELD, MA
413-475-3727

MYSMARTCOMPUTER.COM =

copycatpnntshop.com 4-

Don'l selﬂe for less

Chamse a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

Only 4% of all KEAL [L}R\ hold this it estigious designation,
Id of

The H-‘.R is my badge of expertise and your shield of
assutance. Put yo urrr : hest to oh done.

Whether buying selling or referring, al always choose

|GERI JOHNSON, CRS 201 yoas of expoaiener,

N 66 French King Hwy, Gill
{113) 863-9736 » WWW.GJAR.COM

YourlLocal
Kubota Dealer
413-367-2481

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.




SPRING
PROGRAMS

56 First Street, Unity Park Fieldhouse, Turners Falls, MA 01376
Phone: (413) 863-3216 | Fax: (413) 863-3229 www.montague.net
Office Hours: Mondays - Fridays; 8:30am - 4:30pm
YOUTH PROGRAMS
Children ages 4 - 6 Child MTUST be at least 4 yrs of age before the
start date of the program Proof of age will be required at time of registration
When: April 23 - June 4; Saturday Mornings
Fees: Early Bird Repistration Fee: Montague Residents= $25, Non-residents= $30
(Last Day of Early Bird Rates; Fri , April 1)
Repular Fee: Montague Residents = $30, Non-residents = §35
Registrations after Friday, April 1
TR EE S 0 EVE ] Grades 1 & 2 (1st Graders must have played at
least one season of Tee-Ball to be eligible to play)
When: April 23 - June 4; Saturday mornings
Fees: Montague Residents = $35, Non-residents = $40
(Fees include hat, shirt & pants)
ROOKIE LEAGUE SOFTBALL REot 8 i (v ntneen] Kindergarten
players start with Tee Ball before playing Rookie Ball
When: April 23 - June 4; Saturday mornings
Fees: Montague Residents = $35, Non-residents = $40
(Fees include hat, shirt & pants)!
mmm Girls Ages 8 - 12 yrs (Proof of age required)
8 yr olds must have turned 8 before June 30, 2010
12 yr olds must not turn 13 befoge June 30, 2011
Ea.ﬂj;' April to mid-June
Montague Residents = $55, Non residents = $60
(Fees include hat, shirt & pants)
Registration Deadline: Friday, April 9
; CROSS BABYSITTING COURSE PGinitgt-c-3 St
Wednesday, June 15 & Thursday, fune 16; 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Montague Resident = $40, Non-resident = $45
Registration Deadlines: Friday, June 10

SWIMMING LESSONS [EELLLNI

When:
Fees:

When:
Fees:

When: Saturday mornings: April 2 - May 14
Fees: Montague Residents = $40 00 Non Residents = $45 00
Contact MPRD to receive Pre-requisites for Each Swimming Level
Registration Deadline: Friday, March 25

. FAMILY PROGRAMS
) Peter Cottontail’s EGGstravaganza
Saturday, April 23 » 1:00 pm
Unity Park, First Street, Turners Falls
Children ages 4 to 12
Face painting, egg coloring, a bake sale, pictures with
/Peter Cottontail, and our 6th Annual Egg Hunt with

—r— [~ approximately 5,000 candy and toy-filled eggs
= et RAIN OR SHINE!

BIKE RODEO

Saturday, May 14
1:00pm - 3:00 pm

ADULT PROGRAMS
ADULT Co-ED “B” Softball I.eague

ASA sanctioned.
Adults; Ages 18 & Up
$490 00 per team (Softballs = $40/doz)
- This is an umpired league
Registration Deadline: Friday, April 15

Who:
Fees:
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The selectboard asked the
finance committee to return
with recommendations at the
March 28th selectboard
meeting, when the selectboard
would make a decision on
where to set the COLA, and the

town’s share for employee
health insurance.
Board member Eugene

Klepadlo, who receives wages

from the town as a firefighter,
recused himself from the COLA
discussion, but participated in
the insurance benefits
discussion.

The selectboard and finance
committee also questioned tree
warden William Lemieux about
his expense budget request.
Lemieux explained he hires a
tree company to cut and trim
trees, and over the six or seven
years he has been tree warden

the cost of a tree cufting crew
has increased from
approximately $400 per day to
approximately $1000 per day.
He said he could use double the
FY’10 and FY’'11 expense
budgets of $6,000, but the
requested sum of $8,500 would
be a step in the right direction
for FY’12.

The selectboard and finance

committee agreed to go NE
L

from WENDELL pg 6
not guarantee savings from the
standard utility pricing scheme
(based on an average of the spot
market price), would take effect
only after approval at a town
meeting. Wholesale electricity
delivery would remain as is,
through National Grid. If the
program is approved, every
resident would be included in the
aggregate plan, unless they
deliberately chose to opt out.
Town and Swift River School
custodian Larry Ramsdell told
Aldrich that clean up after a
recent town hall event was
shoddy, with chairs scattered
around the room. Selectboard

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WENDELL POLIGE LOG

members tried to recall what
group had left the hall in that
condition. One of the chair racks
was buried in snow between the
town hall and the police station.

The selectboard called an
executive session to discuss the
discipline of. or hear complaints
against a public official or
employee.

They resumed meeting in
open session with three members
of the finance committee, chair
Michael Idoine, Jim Slavas, and
Doug Tanner.

The finance committee is
working on paying off the town’s
building loan early to save
interest and the cost of the annual

on New Salem
Road.

with that higher number.
audit required by the United
State Department of Agriculture.
But the money to pay off that
loan at the last annual town will
tevert to free cash when the fiscal
year ends June 30th. It may be
tolled over, put info a designated
stabilization fund, or invested in
a CD with a rate almost equal to
the USDA interest.

Town treasurer Carolyn
Manley does not want to pay off
the loan unless she can pay it

completely.

The finance committee has
yet to determjne a
recommendation an

affordable cost of hvmg
allowance for employees.

comes into his ys.td and has

No twice impregnated his dog.

Ice Hazards, Unwanted Visitors

Thuesday, 2/24

12:06 am. Domestic
dispu.te at a Lockes Vil]age
Road residence.

Friday, 2/25

2:24 am. Report of two car
accident on Wickett Pond
Road. Accident was on
Montague Road in Millers

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLIGE LOG
Road Washout, Missing Property

Monday, 3/7

6:15 am. Assisted with
traffic control on Route 2 at
Chappell Drive for washed
out roadway.

7:10 am. Tractor trailer
unit stuck at intersection of
Route 2 and Main Road
attempting to turn onto the
Gill-Montague Bridge.

Falls and involved only one
vehicle. No personal injury.
Montague Po]ice handled.
2:30 p.m. Report of one car
accident on Depot Road.
No Permnal injury. Towed
from snow bank.

Satucday, 2/26

2:45 pm. One car accident

7:55 a.m. Deer versus car
accident at Pisgah
Mountain Road and Route
S

2:10p.m. Missing motor
vehicle from yard of elderly
subject on Boyle Road.

S pm. Assisted Erving
police with motor vehicle
accident on Route 2.

personal
injury. Towed.

9:02 p.m. Unwanted person
escorted from Depot Road
residence. Assisted b}f State
Police.

Sutuzday, 3/5

6:23 p.m. Locke Hill Road
resident reported a
neighbor’s dog constantly

Tuesday, 3/8
12:00 pm.
Elderly subject
on Boyle Road missing
Pezsonal property from his
home.

Wednesday, 3/9

2:33 p.m. Suspicious motor

vehicle Pa.tked on side of
roadway on Pisgah
Mountain Road.
Thursday, 3/10

8:30 p.m. 911 call on Main

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Referred to dog officer.
Monday, 3/7

2:I0 pm. Road boss
reported a section of
Wickett Pond Road closed
due to culvert washout.
Wednesday, 3/9

5:43 am. ResPonded to
house alarm on Jennison

Road. All OK.

Road. Disturbance quelled
on arrival.

Friday, 3/11

I1:35 p.m. Loose animals in
roaclway on North Cross
Road. Secured same.

I12:10 pm. Suspicious
motor vehicle on Grist Mill
Road.

Saturday, 3/12

3:30 p.m. Animal conlp]aint
from business on Main

Road. Animal secured.

CALL 863-8666

WO

* Paving * Power Sweeping

* Excavating °* Landscaping

* Demolition °* Seal Coating

* Septic Turners Falls
413.772.2155

cell: 325.5596

www.barlowpavingexcavating.com

413-863-4316

L.ove 1t!

@ GREENFIELD SAVINGS Bank
Linda Ackerman
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls

www.greenfieldsavings.com

Member FOIC @ Member OF

McCarthy
FUNERAL HOME

e mecarthyfinerathomes.com

Since 1895

On the Common
Greenfield, Massachusetts
Turners Fulls, Massachuselts

(413) 774-4808
John C. Davis
Director

Locally owned since 1941

Full service market
Fresh Fish from the Boston market

EDWARDS TREE SERVIL'E s "3
fi

Matthew Edwards
Certified Arborist

Tree Climbing Specialist - Pruning And Removals "
Stump Grinding » Practicing Fine Arboriculture :
Residential / Commercial / Municipal T

60 Ft. Aerial Lift - Brush Chipping ;

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. «Insurance and Liabilitys  “ sk« ;

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM

Wendell, MA

S
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

s ,i" 4
s . .
i "~ :.‘jvf‘ o

e e
( COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

==—=u4 Shocks * Tires + Batteries + Starters
" =" Struts * Tune- -ups + Brakes ¢ Oil Change
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

+ 413-863-2236

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 137731100 | |Serving Hampshire And Franktin Counties“ 7% B S| 110% SENIOR DISCOUNT ~ FREE ESTIMATES
Greenfield, MA DUl 413-325-7823 or 973-544.7452
REENFIEL '
Hace DOLAN & DOLAN
Farmer-Owned ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Shop wrth your neighbors
Support local agriculture TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS
> . 01376
159 Avenue A, Products for your animals, 4138639133

home, farm, garden & yard
269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639

TllI'DEI'S Fal]b

PERGONAL MR, LILLS 6 ESTRTES, LICRHER'S COMP
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Season.

Startford said a 2000 1 ton
truck needs replacing next year at
a likely cost of $60.000, with
sander, while the 1998 single axle
dump truck with 100,000 “hard
miles” on the odometer would be
on the schedule for replacement
the year following, at a probably
cost of $120,000.

He said the installation of a lift
at the highway department had
allowed his crew to more easily
and safely maintain the smaller
vehicles and police cruisers this
year.

Startford said level funding the
tree warden account for another
year, “just wouldn’t cut it,” with
the number of trees needed
removal by town roads, and the
rising cost of contracting for that
service. The selectboard agreed to
up the line for the tree warden’s
budget by $6.000, to $18,000, to
give the town the ability to pay for
six more days of tree work.

Before moving on to other
town business, selectboard mem-
ber Peter d’Ermrico asked board
chair Rich Brazeau (Julie Shively
was absent), “Do you want a
budget hearing on the region?”
He was referring to the regional
school budget, which features a
3.5% increase in the Leverett
assessment this year.

“The last time we met. we said
we felt OK with it.” responded
finance committee chair Don
Gibavic.

“The town is feeling pinched
by 3.6% increases in the budget,”
said d’Errico. “The world is dif-
ferent than it’s been in the last 10
years.”

Brazeau said. “Their budget is
up about 1%. Because of the way
our [student] population is,
[Leverett’s assessment increased
relative  to] Pelham and
Shutesbury’s. One percent, I
think, is modest.”

‘Without a hint of irony, finance
committee member Nancy
Grossman said, “‘Health insurance
is killing everyone.”

D’Errico concluded this back
and forth on the school budget by
saying, “T’ll let it go, if I'm in the
minority. We’re being told by our
own school system — “Why are we
insisting on level funding?” We’ve
asked town departments for level
funding. I think it’s a fair point.”

The region has in fact voted a
budget number of $28.212.931,
according to Leverett school com-
mittee chair Farshid Hajir, a
reduction of $37.,519 (or 0.1%)
from last year. This lower number
will bring down Leverett’s FY 12
assessment slightly, but will still
result in a 3.5% increase over last
year’s assessment.

In other news, the selectboard
gave town administrative assis-
tant Marjie McGinnis the go-
ahead to explore the cost of
installing “on our dime” central
air conditioning at town hall, to
replace window air conditioners,
as part of ongoing work with the
town’s energy services contractor,
Siemens Building Technology, to
install a new efficient heating sys-
tem in the building.

The state’s Green Repair pro-
gram’s requirement to include an
architect and project manager for
the elementary school roof and
window repair and replacement
project has increased the total cost
of that project by roughly
$100,000. The total price tag will
now run to about $532,000, with a
bit more than 51% of the cost
reimbursed by the state.

A special town meeting to vote
on one article — whether to
approve the spending for the win-
dow and roof project — will be
held on Tuesday, March 22nd, at
7 pm. at the elementary school,
with a walk-through of the build-
ing at 6:00 pm. to look over the
project area. A quorum of 75 vot-
ers is needed; and a two-thirds
majority required to approve the
spending. If the article passes. a
debt exclusion vote will follow on
Saturday, March 26th, from 8
am. to 1 pm. in the town hall to

fund the measure. Wa
-

from BOUNDARIES pg 3
ber from downtown Turners —
presently Precinct 5) said if
Montague City and downtown
Turners were put together in one
precinct, that precinet “will still
have the lowest turnout.”

Voting percentages for
Precinct 5 and 6 (downtown
Turners and Montague City)
tend to lag behind the rest of
town, and the percentage of reg-
istered voters in renter-heavy
downtown Turners is always the
lowest in town.

Referring to the proposed
reduction in the number of
precincts, Jeanne Golrick
(Precinct 2) asked, “Does the
state require us to do this?”

“No,” replied Bourbeau, who
said the selectboard must first
approve the plan, then town
meeting must also endorse it,
and then the legislature will
have to pass a special act to for-
malize the change. She added,
“The General Court will proba-
bly want to see a townwide bal-
lot vote,” before passing the
necessary special legislation.

Still, Bourbeau said, those
steps. followed in sequence,
would allow the town to have
the reduced number of precincts
“in place by the last day of
2011.” in time for a new elec-
tion of a totally new slate of
elected town meeting members

in 2012.

“Along with the precinct
change,” said Bourbeau, “since
our town meeting reps are
involved. we also have another
consideration. Are we going to
keep 126 [precinct representa-
tives] or shrink it down? The
last couple of years we have had
trouble getting a quorum,” at
some special town meetings, the
town clerk noted. Montague has
kept the quorum for town meet-
ings at 64 — half the elected
members — for the duration of
the nearly five decades it has
used a representative town
meeting form of government,
although Precinct 1°s John
Reynolds pointed out a quorum
was not required by state law,
and some towns do not require a
quorum for town meeting either.

Boutwell said, “We usually
have about 70 — 80 show up
tops.” out of the 126 elected
members. Bourbeau said there
are generally about 20 inveter-
ate no shows, many of whom
get re-clected every three years
without opposition. She said she
would consult with counsel to
craft wording to stipulate that
chronic no-shows would be
dropped from the town meeting
rolls after a certain period of
time, or deprived of their
incumbent status after three
years, in the proposed legisla-

tion.

Mentioning other areas for
cost savings, Bourbeau said, “If
we cut town meeting member-
ship in half, we don’t have to
feed everybody. We don’t have
to mail to everybody.”

She noted that printing sepa-
rate ballots for six precincts
(each with their own list of town
meeting candidates) is an added
cost to town elections that
would also be reduced if the
number of precincts dropped.

Pam Hanold (like her hus-
band, a representative for
Precinct 5) said. “I think three
precincts is a great idea. I'd
rather see us go to something
like 90 [town meeting reps]
rather than cut it in half. T think
there’s a real value in having
broad democratic participa-
tion.” She said each of the three
precincts could elect 10 mem-
bers a year, and the town should
“consider revisiting it in three or
five years” to see how the new
system was working.

Bourbeau said there were
presently two seats open in
Precinct 1, two in Precinct 2.
seven in Precinct 3, two in
Precinct 4, three in Precinct 5,
and seven in Precinct 6,
although the deadline for town
meeting candidates to turn in
ten voter signatures from their

see BOUNDARIES pg 16

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG tody. Investigated. o
e Y M — — —_—— 10:39 pm. II:07 pm Domestic distur-
Neighbor, Domestic, General Disturbance Domestic dis- bance on G Street.
Tk Saturd turbance on Investipated.
r.lny, 3/10 » 3/12 Montague City Road. Verbal Monduy. 3/ 14

6:40 p.m. Neighbor distur-
bance on Unity Street. Peace
restored.

Friday, 3/11

10:52 am. Default warrant

arrest of

r domestic

11:30 p.m. Drug, narcotics
violation on Grand Avenue.
Investigated.

2:21 am. Suspicious auto on
Second Street. Inwstigated,

9:40 am. Domestic distur-
bance on Avenue A. Services

te.[ldmd =

12:01 pm. Arrest of

9:49 p.m. Motor vehicle
theft at Third Street
Laundromat. Report taken.

10:24 pm. General distur-
bance at the Rendezvous on
Third Street. Protective cus-

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. f
% |

Phil & Paul Waldron

Warning.

11:0I p.m. Hit and run acci-
dent at Montague Grange.
Report taken.

Sunday, 3/13

12:04 am. Summons issued

to
Ot Opera-
tion of a motor vehicle with

a SIJSPCIId{‘d license.

12:46 am. Fight at

Montague Inn on Federal
Street. Services rendered.

2:24 pm. Recovered motor
vehicle on Carlisle Avenue.

5:51 am. Report of assault
on L Street. Protective cus-
tody.

10:43 am. Suspicious other
at Shea Theater on Avenue
A. Services rendered.

6:09 p.m. Trespassing on
Bernardo Drive. Services
rendered.

Tuesday, 3/15

1:35 am. Suspicious person
at Basically Bicycles on Third
Street. waestigated,

10:55 am. Fight on Second
Street. Services rendered.

COMPLETE
SITE WORK

Setic& Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam

Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462

Waldron Building & Remodeling

AName You Can Trust

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows
Additions, New Construction
Sheetrock, Painting & More..

Fully Insured, €S #088999 & HIC 145293

413-422-2252 Phil
413-834-0534 Paul

Free Estimates & Reasonable Rates

[l The Best Hiding
Place in Town

E

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351

CSSL # 100236

Insured
. EASTERN
WEATHERIZATION
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
and Vinyl Replacement Windows:
Toll Free 413-367-2228

866-262-5361 FAX 413-367-2212

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA

Jonathan Abbott
$S1/ Disability Attorney

If you can’t work, let
me work for you.

In Home Appointments
jabbottesg@verizon.net

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299
emaiil: carmagehouse@signedinstone.com

65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

« Poftery

« [Fine Arf Drawings and
Paintings

BY CHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

@OVIVIW ENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owner

1

gy — ) ~ Pregaiia Buget
-~ -  Programs Available
Cﬂﬂ‘g |7 cauwrorpetails
I SINCE 1] m
l\:mrmc-coouuo-?wnsmc Rir Gonditioning | § .
N e ey | Services
S ettt K stansion | Y

540 Northfield Rd.. Bernardston

www.countryoil.com

1-800-327-9992
413-648-9912

Where your needs are #1.

Unique Gifts from Tibet, Nepal
& India starting as low as $10!

south of Magic Wings on rts 5/10

OPEN TO

8 PM
Th-Sat 10-8
Sun 11-5

FREE Rallle
FREE Hot Cider
FREE Cookrey

GREAT Sales
LOCAL Arusans
EASY Parking

HIMALAYAN VIEWS

tibetanplaza.com 665-5550
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ACTING from page 1

away to war — that if he did not
come back she should forget
about him and find somebody
new.

The audience knows right
away that she’s been true. and
the playwrights leave no room
for doubt that the couple will
reunite by play’s end. The only
question is how much fun we’ll
have getting them back into
each other’s arms again.

A lot.

The hotel is going broke, and
the only thing that can save it is
a favorable review — not from a
flashmob on Facebook — but
from some ink-stained wretch
scribbling for the Mushiin
Guide. Knowing the Mushlin
reviewer always shows up in
disguise. the hotel staff agrees
to help Beatrice by putting on
their finest faux French airs and
doing their darnedest to impress
each and every guest who
arrives with that je ne sais quoi
that spells distinction. In this,
they fail utterly.

The cooks — played by
Kayleigh Turn and Alicia
Hathaway — make mincemeat
of the soupe de poisson in a
frenzy of paste puffery. The
string quartet — Mackenzie
Emery, Jasmine Richotte, Ali
McKenna, and Jessica Gaines —
stomps about in cowboy boots
and mangles the moonlight
sonata. The Irish maids — the
excellent Sarah Crowell and
Fallyn Adams — can’t keep the
brogue out of their bonhomie.
And the over-achieving athletic
director — Sam Letcher — more
frenetic than French, simply
cannot take a Ilaissez-faire
approach to the lazy guests.

All of this takes on a high
speed, slapstick air of hilarity
as those guests start arriving —
the quarrelsome artist twins —
Angel Renaud and Maggie
Sroka — the depressed parents
with their analytic children —
Jesse Langknecht. Rachael
Dillenback, Hayley Black and
Zach Demars — the Texas
rancher and his showgirl floozy
— Ken Keo and Heather
McKenna — the grumpy grand-
pa and his put-upon grand-
daughter — Corban Mailloux
and Lauren Grimard — and start
tossing rapid fire repartee back
and forth with the hotel staff.

Wonderful star turns are pro-
vided by Jolina Blier — the oft
married dowager trying to find

a husband for her literary niece,
Natasha Vaughn, and Jesse
Langknecht, playing an
inspired second role as the
speech-impaired Mr. Grumble
Rumble.

Distracted by Langknecht’s
Boston accent. Blier winds up
marrying him. after a droll
scene in the beach cabana
sparks passion in the unlikely
couple. and Vaughn (who has
quite a set of pipes, by the way)
finds a love match in the hotel’s
winsome athletic instructor, ina
tour de force performance by
Letcher.

Vaughn is not the only young
star who wowed us with her
singing ability. Lauren Grimard
emerged from her put-upon role
pushing gramps around the
stage in a wheelchair with a
stunning rendition of “Easy for
You to Say,” making us wish
we had heard more from her.

And let’s not forget the
young imps, Alyson-Rose
Kilanski and Nevan Shattuck,
who play the O’Banions’ high
spirited children. They are won-
derful, and have the knack of
speaking (and shrieking) in uni-
son that really makes you
believe they are siblings who
have grown up in each other’s
company.

At the center of all this activ-
ity is Martineau, the cool-in-a-
crisis matron of the Average
Hotel, who ftries to keep her
head amid the frivolity and
wildly proliferating subplots.
All the time she is yearning for
her husband, Boisvert, who, as
we have said in years past. is so
good on stage he makes every-
one around him look even bet-
ter than they already are. Soon,
too soon, the sundered couple is
reunited, and the comic hijinks
come to an end. But not before
the audience had fallen entirely
for the players — and the play —
harder than any of the finely
delineated characters on stage
had fallen for their mates.

Bravo to Mirin and his tal-
ented cast and crew for making
something wonderful come to
life out of whole cloth, rather
than recycling the same old
musicals we’ve seen too many
times before. And for bringing
home the realization that there
is simply no need for anyone,
anywhere, to put on airs.

In a town like Turners, we

love you just the way :
ig

you are.

SOLAR from page 1
the same time.

“In 2009, I generated 2.4 times
more energy than I needed,” said
Clarke, interviewed before leav-
ing for a New England Solar
Energy Association conference in
Boston last week.

“T haven’t done the numbers
completely from 2010, but I was
a little more extravagant.” Still,
even with some longer hot show-
ers and a couple of days running
what passes for an air conditioner
at her house in the heat of last
summer, Clarke said she generat-
ed more than double the amount
of energy she used to heat and
light her home in 2010.

“I enjoy not wasting things. I
enjoy being efficient with time
and resources. My mother grew
up on a farm. You just don’t
waste stuff.”

Clarke explained her “all elec-
tric™ 1152-square-foot house uses
no fossil fuels and burns no
wood.

“We have four types of renew-
able energy being generated.” she
noted, ticking off the specific
applications of photovoltaic ener-
gy. solar hot water, passive solar
design with thermal mass, and a
thermal air panel.

Due to the excellent rebates
that were available when Clarke
built her home (state and federal
rebates available for installing
solar energy are changing con-
stantly), builder Bick Corsa said
the financial payback for Clarke
could come as quickly as three to
four years from the day she first
moved in.

“Add up all the upgrades we
put in: the double interior walls,
the insulation, the foam beneath
the concrete slab, the solar hot
water and the photovoltaics, and
subtract the cost of a convention-
al heating system in a code built
house, and you come up with an
added cost of about $12.500.”
said Corsa. He included in this
calculation the favorable rebates
that were available to Clarke,
building in Montague in 2008,
which reimbursed her nearly
$31.600 of the total cost of the
$40.000 5-kilowatt photovoltaic
panels she installed on her roof.

Clarke said rebates are not as
favorable now.

Corsa also noted that a typical
family of three would use more
energy than a single, energy-
thrifty person like Clarke uses
living alone. But Corsa said even
with average energy use, and

with today’s rebates, a family
building a new home to the same
standards could expect to save
back the cost of the extra renew-
able energy investments within
ten years. These savings would
accrue while at the same time
producing surplus non-fossil
fueled energy for the grid and
cutting down almost entirely on
home greenhouse gas emissions.

Besides the solar photovoltaic
arrays on her metal roof, Clarke
also depends on two solar hot
water panels to provide hot water,
with a small electric back-up
heater to boost the temperature as
need be.

A thermal air panel sits on the
side of the house next to front
door and blows hot air into the
house. It plugs into a wall socket,
and in the winter the sun is at a
perfect angle to heat up that
panel. “Once it gets to be 80
degrees in the box, it starts blow-
ing hot air into the house. When
it’s colder outside, there’s less
cloud cover, and on clear, cold
days it just pumps hot air in right
when you want it.”

In addition to these features.
Clarke points out. “The house
uses a passive solar heating style
of architecture, with three major
elements: triple-paned south fac-
ing windows, super-insulated
walls and ceiling. and a thermal
mass in the form of a concrete
slab floor to hold the heat gained
from the sun.”

Corsa said passive solar
design for New England had
matured since the early experi-
ments in the 1970s — when
builders often lined the south
sides of structures with floor-to-
ceiling glass, causing homes to
overheat in the day, and cool
down too quickly at night due to
heat loss through poorly designed
windows. The windows on
Clarke’s south side are no differ-
ent in outward appearance from
typical windows. They come
from Canada.

“The Canadians have figured
out you want different types of
windows on the different sides of
your house.” explained Clarke.
“On the north, east, and west
sides, T have triple-paned win-
dows with argon gas between
each of the layers, and they have
an invisible metal glazing that
helps prevent heat loss. On the
south side, they are still triple-
paned, but they have a different
structure and chemistry. They
harvest the heat.”

American companies are
catching up on window design
now, Clarke said.

The double mterior walls of
the house are packed with 12
inches of blown-in cellulose
(ground-up newspaper), and the
attic is even more heavily insulat-
ed with about 36 inches of cellu-
lose.

Corsa said the six-inch layer
of foam he used beneath the con-
crete slab is extruded polystyrene
— a compromise, but one he is
willing to make despite the
embedded fossil fuel energy that
type of foam represents — because
of its excellent insulating value
between the earth and the con-
crete.

Clarke said there is no danger
of off-gassing from the foam,
sealed beneath the concrete, or
indeed from almost any other
product in her super-insulated
home. No pesticide laden pres-
sure-treated building materials,
formaldehyde pressboard or
polyvinylchloride wall or counter
top coverings were used in her
home’s construction — although
PVC plumbing pipes are present.

Her house is shaded on the
east and west sides with decidu-
ous trees. When the angle of the
sun is higher, on the hot days of
summer, Clarke said, “My house
was 65 — 72 degrees during the
heat wave. I ran the air condition-
er two half days when my mom
came to visit.” She said. “I want-
ed to make sure it worked.”

Her air conditioner is actually
a super-efficient air source heat
pump. It plugs in, and takes ener-
gy out of the air, and using a
refiigerant creates hot or cold air
as needed. “Tt only cost $2.000.
For every BTU that goes in, it
gets 2.4 BTUs of energy out.”
said Clarke. “It’s fantastic. They
keep making them much more
efficient. We’re going to see more
and more of these in the next few
years. You can run the whole
thing off of a wind turbine or off
solar panels.”

A wind turbine is one item
Clarke did not choose to install at
her new home. “I'm making
enough electricity for two houses
already.” She is in the process of
filling out the paperwork to have
the utility company transfer the
credit for that excess power to
pay for the utility bill of a rental
house she owns in Ambherst.

Clarke said people do not have
to build a new building to take

see SOLAR pg 14

=
=3
p=

P>
%ﬁq 413-256-6217
fine instruments

bought and sold
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Fretted Instrument Workshop
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Metlife MetLife Home Loans
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owner
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Leslie Matilainen, LMHC
Hofistic Psychotherapy
creative & expressive

1
children, aduls, families, groups

(508) 451-2403
located in Millers Falls
LKM9092@YAHOO.COM
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make the web work for your business

WebWorks . com

28 Center Street
montague, ma 01351
info@montaguewebworks.com

techniques

Interior/ Exterior FPainting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

& WELLNESS CEN

beginners welcome

1 ,_'-J 774-4700

Commumty Yoga

hffordable classes morning, noon and night
free class every Sunday 4-5 pm

www.Community-Yoga.com
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BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Are glu-
cosamine and chondroitin good
Jfor arthritis?

Arthritis is inflammation of
the joints. Osteoarthritis is the
most prevalent form of the condi-
tion. An estimated 27 million
adults in the United States live
with osteoarthritis.

You get osteoarthritis when
cartilage — the cushioning tissue
within the joints — wears down.
The disease affects both men and
women. By age 65, more than 50
percent of us have osteoarthritis
in at least one joint.

Osteoarthritis can affect any
joint, but it usually strikes those
that support weight. Common
signs include joint pain, swelling,
and tenderness.

Treatments for osteoarthritis

THE HERLTHY GEEZER:
Can Supplements Help to Relieve Arthritis Pain?

include exercise, joint care, diet-
ing, medicines and surgery. For
pain relief, doctors usually start
with acetaminophen, the medi-
cine in Tylenol, because the side
effects are minimal. If acetamino-
phen does not relieve pain, then
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory
drugs (NSAIDs) such as ibupro-
fen (Advil) and naproxen (Aleve)
may be used.

Many people say glucosamine
and chondroitin can relieve the
symptoms of osteoarthritis. In the
United States, glucosamine and
chondroitin are sold as dietary
supplements, which are regulated
as foods rather than drugs. The
annual sales of the supplements
around the world are about $2
billion.

Glucosamine and chondroitin
are two molecules in joint carti-
lage. Treatment with these sup-
plements is based on the theory
that consuming them may speed
the formation of new cartilage.
There is no proof that glu-
cosamine and chondroitin help

form new cartilage.

However, there are studies
indicating that the supplements
relieve pain better than placebos.
The pain reduction found in these
studies was similar to results
obtained by NSAIDs. However.
NSAIDs have side effects includ-
ing gastrointestinal bleeding.
Glucosamine and chondroitin
have few side effects.

While there are indications
that glucosamine and chondroitin
have pain-relieving qualities, the
supplements have yet to pass a
test that would qualify them to be
a primary treatment for
osteoarthritis. More research is
needed, but recent studies are
worth noting.

In one study, the combination
of glucosamine and chondroitin
did not provide significant relief
from osteoarthritis pain among
all participants. A total of 1.583
people with an average age of 59
participated in the study.

However, for a subset of par-
ticipants with moderate-to-severe

pain, glucosamine combined
with chondroitin provided statis-
tically significant pain relief
compared with placebo. About
79 percent had a 20 percent or
greater reduction in pain com-
pared to about 54 percent for
placebo. Researchers said these
findings need to be confirmed in
further studies because of the
small size of this subgroup.

This research was funded by
the National Institutes of Health
(NIH). Researchers led by
rtheumatologist Daniel Clegg,
M.D., of the University of Utah,
School of Medicine, conducted
the four-year study known as the
Glucosamine/chondroitin
Arthritis Intervention Trial at 16
sites across the United States.

The GAIT study included an
additional inquiry to investigate
whether these supplements could
diminish structural damage from
osteoarthritis of the knee. At the
end of the ancillary study. the
team had gathered data on 581
knees. After assessing the data,

the researchers concluded that
glucosamine and chondroitin
appeared to do no better than a
placebo in slowing loss of carti-
lage in osteoarthritis of the knee.

Another important study was
done by Dr. Peter Juni of the
University of Bemm in
Switzerland, and Dr. Andrew
Sherman at the University of
Miami.

For this study, the investiga-
tors analyzed the results of 10
randomized clinical trials involv-
ing more than 3.800 patients with
knee or hip osteoarthritis. They
found no clinically relevant effect
of chondroitin, glucosamine or
both taken together on joint pain.

“We need to look more close-
ly at these over-the-counter med-
ications that claim to be panaceas
and may not be giving us our
money’s worth,” Sherman said.

Should you try the supple-
ments? Not without consulting
your personal physician.

If you have a question, please
write to fred@healthygeezer.com
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Marihn Zehvith ﬁr:@mﬂd works on a watercolor, David Sund,
standing, instructs Barbara Mosely and Carl Romboletti

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LEVERETT POLICE LOG
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BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH -
David Sund began another art class
at the Gill-Montague senior center in
Tumners Falls on Tuesday, March
4= 15th. Sund welcomes anyone inter-
8 ested in exploring, or continuing to
hone their skills at painting or draw-
ing. It is not necessary to be a
Tumers Falls or Montague resident.
~ Participants who painted under
A Sund’s direction in the past returned
¥ enthusiastically to continue their pas-
J sion. Those with experience encour-
aged beginners.

Sund began by introducing begin-
ning painters to the color wheel and

Art at the GM Senior Center

the fundamentals of mixing colors.
To those interested in drawing, Sund
offered tips on developing methods
of sketching, line drawing, shading,
sources of art supplies and instruc-
tion books.

He even offered tips on illustrat-
ing a cooking recipe, for a future
cookbook, to show a cook wearing
an Easter kielbasa bonnet while
jumping rope with a super-size kiel-
basa. Sund did not request a copy of
the recipe.

The cost for the six weeks session
is $10 for Gill and Montague resi-
dents and $15 for others. There is a

accident scene and repo:l:ed

Identity Theft, Ice Hazards

Monday, 2/7

5:35 pm. Motor vehicle stop
on Long Plain Road. Issued
criminal summons to

T

iNg a car wi revoked
insurance. Vehicle towed.
Wednesday, 2/9

5:05 p-m. Assisted with a
motor vehicle accident on

Leverett Road in Shutesbury.

Thuesday, 2/24

7:45 pm. North Leverett Road
resident reported someone
used her credit. Identity fraud
investigation.. Report taken,
bank notified.

Friday, 2/25

2:45 pm. Report of a car dam-
aged by a falling tree at a Cave
Hill Road residence.

Sundey, 2/27

10:57 am. Report of a disabled
motor vehicle on Long Plain

Road. Vehicle howedbyRau's, E rear ended a van
Mo /33 - e
7:45 am. Accident on while attempting to stop

at above accident scene.

H of the Leverett
ghway Deptartment. Road
extremely icy, no citations
issued. Both vehicles left under
their own power. No injuries.

8:00 a.m. Two car accident on

Shutesbmi Road. -

Road icy, no citations issued.
8:00 am. One car accident on

Shutesb Road. @
o! !e rog mto an embank-
ment while attempting to stop
at the above accident scene. No

injuries. Road extremely icy, no
citations issued.

R vveed e o

being imvolved i a collision
cast of the accident scene with
a laxge SUV type vehicle. SUV
left the scene without exchang-
ing any information. No
injuries, road icy. Under inves-
tigation.

2:35 p-m. Motor vehicle stop
on Shutesbury Road. Officer
issued a criminal citation to

or operating revocation

of wvehicle registration.

GMEF Awards $3,535 for 2011 Spring Grants

BY JOYCE PHILLIPS
GILL-MONTAGUE - The Gill-
Montague Education Fund (GMEF)
board has awarded 11 out of 15 pos-
sible grants for spring 2011. The proj-
ects funded must enrich and support
district goals and curricula, demon-
strate a strong connection to
improved student learning, specify
clear goals, and include an implemen-
tation plan and an evaluation process.

‘It is always very challenging to
make our final decisions,” said Sandy
Miner, president of the GMEF.

The spring round of grants include:

* a choreographer for the
TFHS/GFMS musical, supporting 45

students for their spring play.

* projects for students at grades 7
and 8 using clay, glaze, pottery
wheels, and kiln.

* a community service trip to
Kentucky — with transportation for ten
high school students. Students will
have the opportunity to compare and
contrast their community with the
community in Kentucky.

* an Exhausting science project.
The grant provides equipment for 26
TFHS students to study carbon diox-
ide emissions from cars, providing an
understanding of human impact on
the global carbon cycle.

* Eyes on Owls. Gill Elementary

students will learn about owl charac-
tenistics, their habitat, and their food.

* investigating renewable and
non-renewable energy sources, with
Montague Elementary 5th graders
and a guest instructor from the
Hampshire Education Collaborative.
Students will look at simple genera-
tors, solar collectors, wind mills, and
water wheels, to incease awareness
of the effect of their carbon footprint.

* a Pioneer Valley Symphony
Orchestra concert. All 77 fourth grade
students from Montague and Gill will
hear, first hand, the instruments that
make up an orchestra, after complet-
ing the symphony curnculum.

* “They Love them to Pieces” This
grant will allow the TFHS librarian to

replace many favorite books. In con-
stant circulation, the books show wear
and tear over time.

* a Montague Elementary 3rd
grade ftrip to Old Sturbridge Village.
The social studies curriculum will
come to life for 60 students visiting a
replica of an early Colonial village.

* a TFHS Mural Project. Two cur-
rent events classes and a painting
class will team up to allow 32 high
school students to paint murals in the
cafeteria, incorporating art from differ-
ent styles and regions of the world.

* a program for Children as
Environmentalists, to allow Montague
Elementary students from preschool
to grade 5 to “study junk.” The art cur-
riculum will be tied with the annual

weekly one dollar fee for paper, paint
retarder, the use of brushes and mis-
cellaneous related items. The ses-
sions run from 1 to 3 pm. on
Tuesdays.

All too soon the first session was

over and it was time to pack up. Sund
encouraged participants to practice
as much as they can to develop their
skills. He welcomes new people to
join the classes. The senior center
number is 413-863-9357.
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JOE PARZYCH ILLUSTRATION

Cook in kielbasa Easter bonnet
jumps rope with super-size kielbasa.

“Source to Sea” clean up project at
the Connecficut River. The culminat-
ing activity will be the spring art show
titled, “Who Are We? Renaissance.”

To date, the GMEF has awarded
more than $64,800 in enrichment
grants enhancing students’ basic cur-
nculum with technology, science, art,
music, and physical education.

To raise funds for the GMEF, plans
are underway for the 7th Annual Gala,
“The Golden Era of Rock 'n’ Roll” fea-
turing The Memories, celebrating 25
years of performing the music of the
1950s and 60s under the direction of
band leader (and retired Holyoke
police officer) Joe Canata. Tickets for
the Gala will are available now at the
GMEF website — www thegmef org.
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General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT
Foreign and Domestic

Propane
Filling
Station

863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)
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Route 2, Gill
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TURNS LAWN CARE

Speciolizing in all ospeds of Lown and Property Moirtenarce.
Located in the Heart of Montague Center.

Now accepting calls for new clients for snow
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center

Residential & Commerdial - Fully Insured

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

.'PJ

Veterinary
Clinic

Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 774-9919

Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield
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BY J'EANNE WEINTRAUB-
MASON

MONTAGUE CENTER -
“Next, let’s hear from Jane
Robbins-Levine, who is working
with not one, but two different
organizations. Why don’t you
explain how you ended up
involved with Green Teams and
Green Pioneers, Jane?”

“I am convinced the future of
the earth is in the hands of our
children,” Jane began, “and that
it is absolutely critical that we
give them the tools and skills to
be creative problem solvers, to

BIOMASS from pg 1

Massachusetts’ policies with
those of other states, prompting
requests for the Patrick adminis-
tration to focus less on what its
neighbors were up to and more
on the distressed planet.

“When it’s necessary today to
take giant steps for our survival,
we hear proposals for incre-
ments.” said one unidentified
speaker.

Cash was greeted by news of
an effort by a coalition of
statewide and regional groups,
including Massachusetts Forest

AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Turners Falls: 2 Bdrm, 2nd
Floor, newly renovated, garage
parking, $600/mo. + wutil
1st/last. References.

Also: 3 Bdrm, 3rd Floor, newly
renovated, garage parking,
$600/mo. + util. 1st/last.
References. Lisa 522-3853.

The Country Players present

Neil Simon’s

London Suite

Four Comedies in Four Acts
with Four Directors:

Carl Erikson, Jerri Higgins,
David Peck | and Sue Shedd

Friday and Saturday evenings

March 18th, 19th, 25th and 26th,
at 8:00 p.m.

The Shea Theater, 71 Avenve A, Turners Falls
Call fo reserve fickets: (413) 863-2281,
or buy on-line at www_countryplayers.org

SEco CONSTRUCTION

rmhg. siding, decks & more

413.863.9171 =

Seliing Ouah"y L‘

199 L

Greenfield, MA 01301

ask the right questions and con-
duct research to find answers to
slow down climate change. So I
joined Green Northampton to
help educate children in elemen-
tary schools in Northampton.
Then, I discovered all the things
Ruby was doing. and decided we
really needed to join forces.
Ruby—would you like to talk
about Green Pioneers?”

Ruby Tinker, who wasn’t a
panelist, rose from her seat in the
audience. “T decided to start this
organization. ‘Green Pioneers,’
for kids who want to learn how to
do things themselves—to build
windmills and plant an organic

‘Watch, ARISE for Social Justice,
Concerned Citizens of Franklin
County, Stop Toxic Incineration
in Springfield, Massachusetts
Environmental Energy Alliance,
Concerned Citizens of Russell,
Biofuelwatch, and the Biomass
Accountability Project pushing
for a three-year moratorium on
biomass electricity projects in the
state. The coalition is calling for
the state to continue a moratori-
um on issuing renewable energy
credits or air quality permits for
biomass plants, and to issue a
statement that biomass burning is
a threat to public health.

Cash, undersecretary for poli-
cy in the Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA), was a skillful and
humorous presenter. He pan-
tomimed broadly to depict a
missing slide and, at a challeng-
ing moment, broke off “to get a
drink” (of water). He described a
set of initiatives that in most
places in the USA would be uni-
versally hailed as ambitious —
state-sponsored measures aimed
at “lowering energy costs,
increasing energy independence,
growing clean energy jobs and
reducing emissions.” He outlined
measures for more energy effi-
cient buildings, electricity supply
and transport and said these poli-
cies would reduce the state’s out-
put of global warming gases by

around 20% and also save
money.
In financial terms, “A $2 bil-

lion investment.” he said. “will
yield a $6 billion savings.”

Cash spoke of 6,000 to 12,000
anticipated new jobs in clean
energy, plus 36,000 “induced”

GO GREEN FAMILY

Episode 49:
The Community Challenge - The Results, Part 2

garden and make bike paths,
things like that. And then all
these people wanted to help, like
my brother Alex and Jayden
Bartlett and the other members of
this organization called Rising
Tides. They encouraged me and
my friends fo do a presentation
for the Gill-Montague school
committee, and Jayden’s dad
helped put up a website. Then
Jane Robbins-Levine got teach-
ers to teach us what we want to
learn and money from a founda-
tion to pay them,” Ruby said.
“Yes, I arranged for a wind
energy engineer from UMass,
and a representative of PV

jobs, predicted price parity
between grid and photovoltaic
electricity “in around five years,”
and touted four gigawatts of pro-
posed new wind electricity gen-
eration, which he said would
“equal all the coal-fired plants in
Massachusetts.”

The 2008 Global Warming
Solutions Act was passed to cur-
tail the state’s output of gases that
are destabilizing the climate, so
questioners homed in on a seem-
ing paradox. The administration
openly supports several biomass
projects and includes biomass in
its green energy options eligible
for subsidy, vet the 2010
Department of Energy Resources
commissioned Manomet Study
concluded the four biomass
plants the state is considering
licensing would emit more, not
less, global warming gases than
even coal plants, hitherto consid-
ered the worst technology in
terms of climate effects.

The subsidies and support for
biomass appeared to some to
contradict the state’s own scien-
tific conclusions and policies.

Cash responded that
Massachusetts is alone among
the 50 states and the federal
Environmental Protection
Agency in acknowledging that
biomass is “not carbon neutral”
and cited the process of review
that is underway. He did not
explain how the Patrick adminis-
tration justifies its current favor-
able position on biomass.

Several rose to criticize
Cash’s agency for failing to
require an environmental impact
report (EIR) for either the pro-
posed Greenfield or Springfield

Squared, a company that installs
photovoltaic panels, to do some
workshops with the Green
Pioneers. I've been able to get
some funding for this program,
and am working now with some
educators on a year-long curricu-
lum that can be introduced in
public schools,” Jane explained.

“I’m guessing you surprised a
few people with your ideas and
determination, Ruby. What are
your plans going forward?” Scott
asked.

“We're going to meet with
some people at the
Massachusetts State Department
of Education to talk about having
classes and projects for sustain-
ability in all elementary schools.
And next week I've been invited
to go on Oprah to talk about
Green Pioneers.,” Ruby added.

wood burning facilities. Cash
said the emissions levels project-
ed for the plants fall below feder-
al guidelines and do not trigger a
Massachusetts Environmental
Policy Act review. A second
request was recently filed for an
EIR for the Springfield project,
based on that city being an
“Environmental Justice” com-
munity, disadvantaged in all four
categories considered.

Geoff Brown, a nurse from
South Deerfield, said. “The plant
closest to licensing is located in
the poorest of the communities
that were targeted for biomass.”

He said Springfield, where
Palmer Renewable Energy would
build, “is also the community
with the largest minority popula-
tion.”

The cormrelation, he said,
between asthma and the sorts of
pollutants the Springfield plant
will emit is clear. He said he and
other “working people... are
spending their time resisting the
proposed Greenfield biomass
plant.” Essentially, he said. the
Manomet Study is being ignored
and the subsidies offered, “so
more kids in Springfield can get
more asthma.

Brown asked Cash for advice
on how to head off this apparent
mjustice. “What can we do to
achieve some effect?” Cash’s
answer was to participate in the
public hearing on April 5th in
Springfield.

Claire Chang of Gill said the
first 20% of greenhouse gas
reductions are “ice cream — get-
ting to 80% is the real challenge.”

Cash, a former Amherst 8th
grade chemistry teacher. repeat-

with barely contained excite-
ment.

“Very exciting, Ruby. And
thank you for mentioning Rising
Tides.” Scott said. “Whether we
agree with this organization’s
tactics or not, Jayden and Alex’s
participation in the protests
organized by Rising Tides repre-
sents another strategy for work-
ing together for a greener world.”

(22

Later, when the ballots were
counted, Scott announced the
winner of the Community
Challenge:

“Our audience has chosen
Jane Robbins-Levine and Ruby
Tinker. Congratulations to Jane
and Ruby!

Next issue...
Family winners!

Continued next issue...

The Go Green

edly praised the “excellent
points™ speakers were making,
but despite his personable manner
did not reveal his personal posi-
tion. He was careful not to sound
anti-business. He blew the hom
for Massachusetts for creating the
Green Communities program,
which now has 55 towns and
cities trying to live up to

that designation. W
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advantage of some of the efficien-
cies she has incorporated in her
Montague City power house. “We
know we’re going to see energy
costs go through the roof. If
you’re going to be in your house
for a while, one of the smartest
investments you can make is to
really insulate it well and get a
comprehensive plan for upgrad-
ing it so you can be less dependent
on fossil fuel energy.”

WMECo  credits Clarke
between five and six cents per
kilowatt hour for the excess ener-
gy she produces, as compared to
the 18 cents per kilowatt hour res-
idential utility customers pay to
WMECo. New regulations allow
Clarke to extend that credit to any
other WMECo customer. Clarke
said the beneficiary could pay the
individual power producer back in
cash, although the utility compa-
ny itself will not pay cash for the
excess power produced.

In any case, the numbers do
add up. Corsa said, “In all of
2009, Clarke used 1959 kilowatt
hours for her own needs, and pro-
duced 4.892 kilowatt hours from
the photovoltaic panels. She’s
sending 60% back to the ]
grid.” W

secoconstruction] @hotmail.com

Deerfield 5t, Routes 5 & 10

m;a.k too small !

Simons & Simons

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
Gerry G. Simons

Thomas G. Simons (1942-2009)
Estates * Wills

Personal Injury
P.O. Box 9 * Turners Falls

(418) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com

Real Estate

Hbth-Fnce

Computer Sakes & Service

Computer Solutions

Find us at:
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls!

www.about-facecomputers.com

We've Moved!

Phone: 413-863-5447

S

Turn your computer troubles punode §

Michael Spence
Deborah Spence

-6 Furniture
Coliectibles * Housewares

Domestic, Asian & European

Eagle Automotlve

Ron Kelley, Owner

147 2nd Street, Turners Falls
(413) 8248111
Engine Light
ABS/Brake Light
4131 7747¢30 LI Complete Car and Truck Repair | [l SR LR R XY K]

A.H. Rist

AUTO RATES GOING UP?

We forecast a flurry of

DISCOUNTS!

www.ahrist.com
159 Ave A Tumners Falls

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.
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EVERY FRIDAY
AND SATURDAY night
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke.

THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 3rd
Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Told and Retold: Art
Exhibit by the Pocumtuck Valley
Memarial Association/Memorial Hall
Museum. Art created by Northfield
Elementary School students.

THROUGH SUNDAY MARCH 27th

Barnes Gallery, Leverett: Peace

Tall: Art is the Childnren’s Voice,

Exhibit of lIragi Children’s art.

E{eoeptlon on Sundy, March 6th 4 to
p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17th

Deja Brew, Wendell: St. Patiy’s Day,
Bombogenesis, bluegrass, new
acoustic with some good old Irish
drinking tunes thrown in, 8 to 10
p.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners

Falls:  Curly Fingers DuPree’s

.?;mual Saint Patty’s Day bash, 7 -
p.m.

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Shag, 7
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Paddy’s
Eamb!e, Celtic, roots, rock, 8 p.m.
ree.

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Keeping the Oceans

still prowdly serving

BROWN RICE SALAD

el Bil, Montague MA
1= 1lpm (at leas)

Shipshape, a talk on marine conser-
vation biology, 7-9 p.m. Free.

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th and 25th
%’f{lURDAY, MARCH 19th and
t

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Country Players present London
Suite, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th
Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: Lenny’s
Lounge, 7 p.m. Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie
& The Mud, Blood & Beer Band,
singing all your Johnny Cash
favorites, 9 to 11 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Salvatore Baglio and Bird Mancini,
experimental indie pop rock, 8 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Velocity, 9:30 p.m.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield: Leah
Randazzo Quartet, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 19th

Barton Cove, Gill: Join Northfield
Mountain naturalist Kim Noyes 1 to
3 pm._ for this two mile leisurely
hike. Participants aged 10 and
older will observe the first flower of
spring, search for nesting eagles
and explore the rich geologic, natu-
ral and cultural history of Barton
Cove. Pre-registration is required
for this free program by calling 800-
859-2960.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit
Queer, the dance party, 9:30 p.m.
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls:
Shockazoba, 8 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Rock 201, 9:30 p.m.

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House,
Old Wendell Town Hall: Primate
Fiasco, Richard Lent, Fingerstyle
solo guitar, and Joe Laur, original
songs and guitar, 7:30 p.m.

Leverett Town Hall: Sue Kranz and
Ben Tousley will bring their uplifting
voices and sweet harmonies to the
Echo Lake Coffeehouse, 7:30 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
TJay, pop rock/jazz/funk, 8 p.m.

Montague Grange: Gender role free
conira, caller Paul Wilde, music by
Jeff Kaufman on mandolin and
1ano, Alice Kaufman on fiddle, Rick
aufman on double bass, 7 - 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 20th

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Thrive Project, Turners Falls:
Thrive Show featuring Ginevra
Fitzgerald Bucklin-Lane, Anna
Burnham, Brittany Bruce, Michele
Christle, Hannah Brooks Motl,
Brooke Brown Saracino. A monthly
show of readings, music, and per-
formances, 4
p.m. Free.

Deja  Brew,
Wendell:
Steve Crow,
Peter Kim &

J 0 e
Fitzpatrick,

North Hadley Congregational
Church: Profound Sound Voice
Studio, 4 p.m.

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: Piti
Theatre Company presents
Syrup: One Sweet
Performing  Arts
Festival. Afternoon
for families starts
at 2 p.m.
Followed at 7 p.m_
by  singer/song-
writer Lui Collins,

and world
acoustic frio - renowned up-
warped eteer Eric Bass
Americana, 8 rom  Sandglass
to 10 p.m. Theater, oho
singer/songwriter
Rendezvous, Carrie Ferguson,
Turners Falls: cellist ayne
?ﬁg eéofgra]g% Ginevra Fitzgerald Bucklin-Lane is one of Ssg:]gz humofrl%uni
Free ' the feafured performers for the Thrive Show Jonathan  Mirin
’ on Sunday March 20th at 4 p.m. at the actor Court
MONDAY, Thrive Praject in Tumers Falls, 37 3rd St. Dorsey.
MARCH 21st

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo,
8 pm. Free.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: And
the Kids and the Pirates, Zombie
Nurse, 9 p.m. Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Greg Klyma,
Gountrg, folk, Americana, story-
teller, 8-10 p.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Dan, Kip and Shultzy from
Curly Fingers DuPree host an
acoustic open mic, 8:30 - 11:30
p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25th

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Connecticut River
Atlantic  Salmon  Restoration
Program and Fish Population
Status Update, Ken Sprankle, US
Fish and Wildlife Service
Connecticut River Coordinator will
review the history of the modern
Atlantic salmon restoration pro-
gram in the Connecticut River
asin, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Free.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Span
of Sunshine, The Ambiguities,
Free, 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett
Anderson, renegade blues, 9 - 11
p.m.

Mocha Maya’'s, Shelburne: Rupert
Wates, acoustic jazz, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Kristen
Ford, Golden Elk, 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Ottomatic
Slim, Chicago style blues band, 9 -
1 pm

Arts Block Café and The Pushkin,

Greenfield: Upper Valley Music

Festival, nineteen bands playing a

wide variety of styles from rock to

j1azz, funk to Irish music, 12 p.m. to
am.

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne: Greg
Koons, indie rock, 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2T7th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 8 p.m. Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love,
singing all of your favorites from
the 60’s and 70's, 8:30 - 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 28th
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Open
mic, hosted b& Dada Dino, 8 p.m.,
sign up at 7:30 p.m_ Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small
Caps, A Night of Spoken Word,
sgecial poetry night menu avail-
able, bring a friend and your
appetite, 7-10 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 29th

Thrive Project, Turners Falls:
Music Exchange! Bring your instru-
ment and play, practice, teach,
learn, share. Led by Steve “Coolio”
Koziol and a host of other experi-
Enced valley musicians, 7 - 9 p.m_

ree.

THURSDAY, MARCH 31st
Rendezvous,  Turners
Housetop, swing.

Falls:

Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp,
Country & City Blues Guitar and
Vocals, 8 - 10 p.m.

THE BRICK HOUSE

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
Week[) Feature:
GREAT FALLS
CREATIVE MOVEMENT

Creative Movement for Kids -
Dance with your Toddler
Mondays, 10:00 to 10:45 am.

Creative Movement for Adults
Fridays, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

More detailed info, including rates at
movermenistudio.wordpress.con.
Contact [ Registration af
studio.movemen{@gmail.cor.
(413) 863-9576
24 Third St_, Turners Falls, 01376

www.brickhousecommunity.org

GREENFIELD
CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas._net
Showtimes for

Friday March 18th to Sun March 20th
PAUL R
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:40 9:10
BATTLE: LOS ANGELES
PG13
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:40 9:10
MARS NEEDS MOMS PG
DAILY 12:!5 3:15
RED RIDING HOOD PG13
DATLY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15
THE ADJUSTMENT
BUREAU PGI13
DAILY 6:45 9:15
RANGO PG
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:40 9:10

Friday, 3/18 9 to 11 p.m.
Josh Levangie & The Elood & Eeer Band
Saturday, 3/19 9o 11 p.m.
A Ton of Blues
Sunday 3/20 8 to 10 p.m.
Steve Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick
Thursday, 3/24 8 to 10 p.m.
Greg Klyma, Country-Folk
978-544-BREW

5TA Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

www. DejaBrewFPub.com
A 3

LUNCH &
_ BRUNCH!

THURS 3/17 8pm FREE
Paddy’s Ramble

[celtic/rootsirock]

FRI3/18 first! @ Tpm FREE
Lenny’s Lounge (croonin!]
then!
SHAG (70s “light & easy,” live)

SAT 3/19 930 %3
Rockit Queer!

[THE dance party w. special guest
DJs Greg 2000 & Kat Fyte)

SUN 3/20 9pm FREE
Rebel Base / The Colonels,

!\\.-'
== THEVSONET 4138632666

" | VIDEO GAMESETC.

Todd Cousino
Owner

Buy, Sell, Trade
Games, Electronics, and More!

New & Vintage Video Games
and Machines.

1.000%s of DVD’s

E-mail: vgeci@yahoo.com

229b Main St.

Greenfield, MA | |featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
01301
| Make
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week

Phone: (413) 772-0044

EDL

GOOD USED USABLES

Dealer in used

Home Furnishings
SMALL FURMITURE = COLLECTIBLES = DECOERATIVES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

¥
bl |
et .:A

(413-773-7747)

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA

DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNVHS
CISVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH &
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~
CD'S/REEL TO REEL/8 TRACK/WIRE
AND OTHER FORMATS.

5
Cookery Figurines End Tables “MULTIPLE COPIES QUICK AS A BUNNY~
WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA
21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET

Ron Sicard
Sales Representative

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.

54 Main Street
P.0O. Box 729
Greenfield, MA 01302

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678
Fax (413) 774-5746

74 PROSPECT £T.

CREATIVE HAIRCUTTING
PERMS & COLORS

Men, Women & Children

~SASTINES HARCREAOks
Gift Ceriificates Available

863 - 2022

TURNERS FALLS

B

Sharon Cottrell
Property Manager

HallKeen Management, Inc.
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A

PO Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413-863-0433

professionally managed by:

e &
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BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - Joyful
signs of spring appear: the return
of the red-winged blackbirds,
the sighting of the first robin,
early pussy willows in the
swamp and the tiny green tips of
daffodils amid the dirty snow.

The volume of bird song has
strengthened. The titmouse and
the Carolina wren call for a
mate. The skunks are scenting
the early morning air. Ah,
spring!

In the sunroom the seedlings
of the cold crops thrive, whatev-
er the March weather, as long as
it includes the sun. The small let-
tuces, beets and kale are a good

-~
»
v ="

¥
S

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION

]

inch and a half tall, with
two sets of true leaves.
The roots are long and
thin and competing for
space in the two-inch
cells. They need to be
repotted.

For this first trans-
planting I have bought
potting soil, a denser
medium than the seed
starting mix. It will sur-
round the seedlings and
structure better root and stem
development. Potting soil will
also be more nutrient rich for
these seedlings, which no longer
feed off their seeds.

Although these baby plants
look weak, they can be grasped
gently, pulled from the soil and
pressed firmly into their new
home. They’ll start in three-inch
pots, one seedling per pot.

After transplanting, they will
be watered from the bottom only
with a very mild mixture of lig-
uid fertilizer. My favorite is an
emulsion of liquid seaweed. I’ll
begin with a very mild mix of a
capful to a quart of water.

Yot Long to Vace!

Depending upon the readiness of
the garden soil, these small
plants will undergo one more
transplanting to a five-inch pot,
so that I can place a small lettuce
into the ground for harvesting in
April.

Suddenly, that doesn’t seem
so long to wait.

At the end of the month it will
be time to start the sensitive
crops like tomato, pepper and
squash with the hope of planting
in the garden at the end of May.
If these plants are large, with the
hint of blossom, we can look for-
ward to eating a beautiful, sun
ripened tomato in August.

It’s a short season, this toma-
to harvest, featuring one of my
most favorite of the summer
vegetables.

Sadly, to my mind there is no
way to preserve this pungent fla-
vor, at once sweet and acidic.
The winter offerings in the store
look pretty, but even the green-
house ripened varieties are bland
and juiceless by comparison.
The best, I think, are the sun-
dried tomatoes. Just a handful of

from BOUNDARIES pg 11
precincts to secure a spot on the
ballot is not until March 28th.

“How would the percentage
of people attending town meet-
ing increase by decreasing the
total number of town meeting
members?” asked Pam Hanold.

“We’d get rid of the dead
weight that is not participating.”
said Bourbeau.

“Do we need to have repre-
sentative town meeting?” asked
Peter Golrick, like his wife a
representative of Precinct 2.

Selectboard chair Pat Allen
answered. “T thought that would
be a good start to a charter com-
mission,” she said, suggesting
the town separate the question
of open versus elected town
meeting from the immediate
proposal to reduce the number
of precincts and town meeting
reps. “There are all kinds of
things going on or not going on
in town, and it’s time to take a
look at the structure of the
town.”

Reynolds said, “When I hear

the words charter commission I
think of Greenfield and I want
to run the other way. This is the
time. We don’t need a ten year
study of town meeting.” He con-
tinued, “We know we’re not get-
ting good turnouts voting. We
know we’re not getting good
turnout at town meeting. It rais-
es the issue — to study the gov-
ernment of our town — but I
don’t think we need a charter
comumission.”

Boutwell said, “I really
haven’t thought about a charter
commission or open town meet-
ing.”

Selectboard member Mark
Fairbrother said, “Right now,
tonight, I"'m opposed to both of
them.”

Sandy Jensen. the only citi-
zen who showed up to the hear-
ing who was not an elected town
meeting member or town offi-
cial, said in a follow up phone
call that he supported the pro-
posed changes.

“I'm not really happy with
the way the town of Montague

is working,” said Jensen. who
applauded the hard work of the
finance committee and select-
board, but said he felt the school
board argued too much and are
not “solving the problem of
spending money at the school.”

He said saving $1600 a year
by reducing the number of
precincts may not sound like a
lot of money, but it will add up.

Jensen added, “I have a little
problem with the Montague vot-
ing turnout.” He said he always
calls his neighbors on Green
Pond Road to encourage them to
go to the polls on voting day, but
in the final analysis, “The peo-
ple who are going to vote are
going to vote.” It will not make
any difference to those people
whether their polling place is
nearby or across town, Jensen
said.

Bourbeau said she would cre-
ate a space on the town’s web-
site (www.montague net) for
residents to weigh in on the pro-
posed changes to the

town’s electoral system. Wi
L=

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK

(12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

these hold more than enough
concentrated flavor to embellish
soups, stews and stir-fry.

The heavy blanket of snow in
the yard is peeling back visibly.
Every evening I can look out and
see something new reappearing
in the yard: the stone cat at the
head of the garden, the edges of
the raised beds, the whiskey bar-
rel planters, the bare ground at
the base of shrubs.

There is much work to be
done. March is a great month for
pruning fiuit trees before the
blooming begins, for cutting
back the broken branches and
reshaping your favorite shrubs.
Once the snow has fully disap-
peared, it will be time to rake the
lawn free of twigs and human
trash blown in over the windy
early winter season.

Sad to say, the menace of the
voles has also reappeared. Fat

roLLowmETo B

JOHN DEERE DAY

Mark the date.

Find your way to John Deere Day

profitability around your operation.

and ses the lstest in equipment, parts,
and service, Discover the deals designed
to help you improve productivity and

SATURDAY ¢ MARCH 26TH

10:00 A.M. - 3 P.M.
REFRESHMENTS SERVED

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON
ParTs & WHoLE GooDs
SiruM EQuIPMENT Co., INC

310 FEDERAL STREET, ROUTE 63,
MONTAGUE « 413-367-2481

tunnels of mud decorate the
front yard and will develop into
ankle busters for the careless in
random places. I have tried with
little success the treated granules
that are supposed to be a repel-
lant.

The best strategy seems to be
the 18-inch battery operated
poles, which make annoying
vibrations deep in the voles’ lair.
It will be some time before these
can be installed, and then the
vigilant gardener will need to
move them about the yard.

The first year we tried these
mole and vole busters, we actu-
ally succeeded in chasing the
pests off the property and into
the neighbor’s yard!

Good for the garden (if not
for neighborly relations).

Happy early spring garden-
ing!

Make a deal.

It's the
“CAN'T MISS"

event of

the year!

&) JounDeEre

EMAIL: MARY LGU@COH NANDCOMPANY.COM

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 - Home: 413-863-4568

> 7

GREENFIELD 2

SOLAR ELECTRIC

Solar Store of Greenfield
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield * 413-772-3122
www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com * Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5

RistorRANTE DiPAoOLO

Wednesday Wine Specials » 1** & 3" Thurs Jazz
Glass 85, Bottle $20, Appetizers $10
GREAT ITALIAN FOOD
Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441

RN,

TUP!

O

MUSIC
MOVIES

JODKAIL T ONTAGUECENTER | 1 008

www.thegilltavern.com

326 Main Road, Gill, MA

N\ih_e __and any’s Pizzeria =

fabulous dining,
great music, neon art,
full liquor bar,

and the best pizza!

[ TN [ I
The(5ill Tavern

Come For a drink, stay For a meal

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PMm
413-863-9006






