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Shifting the Burden of 
Environmental Monitoring 
An Obscure Regulatorv Change Moves town land­
ResponsibilitV for Monitoring Solid Waste fills and 
Sites from the DIP to Local Boards of Health t r a n s f e r 

hthur Cohen, Gill's solid waste representative, is 

stations, 
and com­
mercial 
compost­
ing facili­
ties, con­
struction 
and debris 
dumps, 
incinera­
tors, or 
landfills 
handling 
less than 
50 tons a 
day - a 
category 

working to overturn last year's regulatory change. t h a t 

GILL - Arthur Cohen is on includes eve1y town trans-
a mission. fer station in the county. 

The Massachusetts Cohen, who has served 
Department of Environ- as the town of Gill's repre­
mental Protection (DEP), sentative to the Franklin 
after undergoing years of County Solid Waste 
budget cuts and personnel Management District for 
losses, introduced a budget 22 years, "since before 
amendment in the state leg- there was a District - I 
islature last year to shift the helped set it up," finds this 
responsibility for site shifting of responsibility 
review and pe1mitting of for enviromnental over­
solid waste handling facili- sight of solid waste sites 
ties under 50 tons a day from the professional staff 
from the DEP to local of the DEP to the volunteer 
boards of health. This boards of health that typify 
change would apply to Franklin County "an out-
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rage," and he does not 
intend to let it go unchal­
lenged. 

''They slid this into a 
budget amendment without 
public review, comment or 
notice," Cohen told the Gill 
selectboard on Monday. "It 
stinks! I personally would 
like to organize a letter 
writing campaign to DEP 
so [ commissioner] Ken 
Kimmell knows the light of 
day is shining on him." 

The Gill selectboard 
agreed to join Cohen's 
campaign by sending a for­
mal letter of protest to DEP 
Commissioner Ken 
Kimmell at his #1 Winter 
Street, Boston, MA 02108 
address. And Gill is not the 
only Franklin County town 
to take such action. 

Earlier this month, the 
town of Leverett wrote to 
the Auditor of the 
Commonwealth, challeng­
ing the regulat01y shift on 
the grounds that it will 
amount to an unfunded 
mandate, since small 
towns, without profession­
al staff, will have to hire 
outside consultants to assist 
them with the site reviews, 
pe1mitting, and oversight 
previously managed by the 
DEP's engineers, geolo­
gists, and air and water 

see SIDFTING pg 8 

Solar Power House 

DETMOLD PHOTO 

Tina Clarke's house in Montague Ciry Pt!JS her electric bills from solar photovoltaics, 
and provides enough surplus electricity to power another house she owns in Amherst. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD beyond the impact ofa cen- New Englanders have 
MONTAGUE CITY - tmy-and-a-half spree of been skeptical that solar 
Tucked away on a back fossil fuel burning, and the power can work in their 
street in Montague City is a afte1math of the worst cold climate, especially 
power house of alternative nuclear disaster since after a winter like this, but 
energy, the winner of the Chernobyl. Clarke now has two years 
utility sponsored Massa- But move around to the of data and experience liv­
chusetts Zero Energy south side, and you will see ing in her home, and she 
House challenge in 2009. from the a1my of photo- believes she can confident-

At first glance, it's a one voltaic panels on the roof ly put those fears to rest. 
story wood frame house of and the wall mom1ted ther- Solar power not only 
modest dimensions, sur- mal air panel by the door works in New England, but 
rounded last week by the that this little house, owned it can tum the average 
crusted snow of an and occupied by Western homeowner into a power 
extremely tough winter, Mass Transition Town company, and save back its 
with a north facing exterior coordinator Tina Clarke, is initial investment in as little 
that gives little clue it migl1t a Green Energy dynamo, as four years - in Clarke's 
contain some of the key producing all the power she case - while reducing any 
elements our society will needs to nm her home - home's carbon footprint at 
need if we decide to move and then some. see SOLAR page 12 

State Climate and Energy 
Policy Hits Biomass Bump 

The cast of Come As Your Are takes an enthusiastic curtain calL (Front row le.ft to right): Zach Demars, A!Json-Rose 
Kilanski, Ht!Jlry Black, Brooke Martineau, Ken Keo, Zack Boisvert, Jolina Blier, Jesse Langknecht ____ , \ 

BY DAVID DETMOLD an original play, written 
GILL-MONTAGUE - by Boston-based authors 
Great characters do not Sebastian Stua1t and 
necessarily a great play Stephen McCauley, and 
make. But in Come As premiering for the first 
You Are they came awful time in Western 
close. Massachusetts on the 

Turners Falls High and Turners Falls High School 
the Great Falls Middle stage, ruffled some feath­
School teamed up with ers among parents who 
Piti Theater's artistic felt the tradition of reviv­
director Jonathan Mirin, ing tired and tiue 
of Shelburne Falls, and Broadway musicals each 
his choreographer-pa1tner year was a sacrosanct rite 
Godelieve Richard to pro- of passage for students 
duce this musical comedy. that should not be altered. 

Mirin's choice to direct So when the curtain went 

up and the lights went 
down on Saturday night, 
the auditorium went silent 
with an anticipation bor­
dering on dread. 

What so1t of play had 
this upstart director dared 
to cast our children in? 

Well, I am happy to 
repo1t - a good play 
indeed - made even better 
by the ability of 36 stu­
dent actors to put their all 
into bringing some 
sharply drawn characters 
to fully realized life. 

Come As You Are is a 

tale of serial mistaken 
identities at a down-at­
the-heels Catskill reso1t in 
the years immediately fol­
lowing the Second World 
War. Daniel O'Banion 
(Zach Boisvert), gone 
missing from the battle­
front for the last three 
years, returns in disguise 
to see whether his wife, 
Beatrice (Brook 
Ma1tineau), the hotel pro­
prietress with a heait of 
gold, has taken the advice 
he gave her when he went 

see ACTING pg 12 

David Cash, from the Massachusetts office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs spoke in Greenfield on Mondt!J 

BY JONATHAN by 2020 - in pa1t through 
von RANSON energy-related initiatives 
GREENFIELD - David already under way. 
Cash, a youthful state offi- Several audience mem­
cial of personal vigor and bers, opponents of a 47 
charm, came to Greenfield megawatt biomass plant 
Monday to present the proposed for Greenfield, 
details of the state of told Cash tl1e state's back­
Massachusetts' new, ing for biomass electric 
"nationally groundbreak- generation was "poison­
ing" Clean Energy and ing" an othe1wise accept­
Climate Plai1. The plan able plan. 
projects a 25% reduction in Cash, in his presenta­
greenhouse gas emissions tion, frequently compared 
(GHG) below 1990 levels see BIOMASS pg 14 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Still Waiting 4 U! 

Emily 
My name is Emily and I'm a 

three-year-old female domestic 
short hair cat in need of a good 
home. If you're a tme cat person, 
you know what I mean when I 
say I have Cattitude. I am loving 
and love to be loved. I have opin­
ions and will let you know them. 
I am a tmly awesome love-muf­
fin with people I love. I'll get in 
your lap and purrrrrrr while you 
scritch my head, and then I'll 
have had enough. This is a 
Cattitude special advanced skill. 
Not all cats are this sophisticated. 
I require an equally sophisticated 
human, a human who speaks my 
language. I believe we will rec­
ognize one another when we 
meet. I will be your only animal. 
To find out more about adopting 
me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at ( 413) 548-9898 or via email at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Stadents ot the week 

Grade 6 
Michelle Vassar 

Grade 7 
Nadia Hasan 

Chelsea Perras 
Grade 8 

Natalie Torres 

NANCY L, DOLE 
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-0~ 

32 Bridge Street, 
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Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 
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Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
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LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
A Cure For Cabin Fever 

John and Susan Stoffolano 
will present a slide show fea­
turing the colors and scenery of 
Bangkok, south India, the 
Seychelles, South Africa, 

Morocco, and Sicily at the 
Leverett Library on Sunday, 
March 27th at 3:00 p.m. The 
event is sponsored by the 
Rattlesnake Gutter Trust. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Bomeschool Prolfram, Moose Prolfram for Families 
BY LINDA IIlCKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Homeschool Program at the 
Library on Wednesday, March 
16th, 1:15 to 2:30 pm. is called 
Dogs Dogs Dogs. 

Moose for Kids will be held 
at the Carnegie Libra1y on 
Sahrrday, March 26th, at 10:30 
a.m. Children of all ages and 
their families are invited to join 

Children's Librarian Linda 
Hickman for a fun info1mative 
program on moose. The pro­
gram will include photographs 
of moose Linda Hickman took 
on a recent trip to Alaska. This is 
part of a monthly Sah1rday 
morning series for families 
about exciting animals. 

For more information, call 
the Camegie Libra1y, 863-3214. 

Valley Time Trade Gains Momentum 
TURNERS FALLS - nect with neighbors and pa1tici­
Greenfield and Montague area pate in this supplement to the 
residents are taking advantage of cash economy. 
the Valley Time Trade as a way Come join us at the Greenfield 
to promote community building and Montague Timebank Local 
and skill sharing without money. potlucks! The third Sunday of 
Timebanking is an international- eve1y month from 6:00 to 9:00 
ly used tool, where every per- p.m. at The Brick House 
son's offering is valued equally Community Resource Center, 24 
and time is used as cmTency. The Third Street in Turners Falls. 
Brick House Commtmity Enjoy food, a free workshop 
Resource Center in Turners Falls from the Time Trade and new 
has become the "hub" of the member orientation. 
Greenfield/Montague local For more info1mation please 
chapter. People are gathering at call ( 413) 863-9559 or visit val­
this centralized location to con- leytimetrade.org. 

Psychic Fair 
The National Spirih1al 

Alliance is sponsoring a Psychic 
Fair on Sahrrday, March 26th 
from 11:00 am. to 4:00 pm. at 
Thompson Temple, across from 

the Post Office in Lake Pleasant. 
For more information and direc­
tions, visit the TNSA intemet 
website thenationalspirimalal­
lianceinc.org. 

Sewer and Excise Bills Due 
BY PATTI DION 
MONTAGUE - The second half 
of the Fiscal 2011 sewer use bills 
were mailed on Febmaiy 14th, 
and are due by Thursday, Mai·ch 
17th, 2011. The first commit­
ment of excise for 2011 were 
also mailed in Feb1uary, and 
were due by Mai·ch 13th, 2011. 

Montague residents ai·e able 
to pay sewer use or excise bills 
online. To pay a bill online, have 
your bill(s) and checkbook in 
hand, and then go to www.mon­
tague net, click on departments, 

treasurer/collector, online bill 
payments, then complete each 
screen to process your payment. 
It's convenient, fast and secure. 

To obtain a receipted bill, 
enclose a self-addressed stamped 
envelope and both copies of the 
bill with your payment. Any new 
owner not in receipt of a sewer 
bill, should conta.ct the tax collec­
tor's office at 863-3200, ext. 
#202. The office is open Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 
to 5:30 pm and on Wednesdays 
from 8:30 to 6:30 pm 

March 17, 2011 

The Gill S electboard, (l-r) John Wart; Randy Crochier, Ann Bana.rh, with 
.Rqy Purington, look over a ne111 map of Gill's conservation lands, displayed 1!J 
agricultural commission chair Steve Damon. The map is on view at town hall. 

1'=!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!1
1:H~.tstoric '.Brid'Jge :facts 1

1!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!=9 
I I 

PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the 
original construction of the Gill-Montague Bridge in 1937-38. 

• Over the course of 16 months, 6,857,S62 pounds of structural steel 
and 1,061,649 pounds of reinforcing steel and 8,980 cubic yards of 
concrete were delivered to Turners Falls. These components were 
engineered and assembled to construct the bridge we see today. In 
19S8, the Gill-Montague bridge was the longest bridge in the state of 
Massachusetts. 

• Excluding the approaches, the total length of the bridge is 1695 feet. 
The roadbed is thirty feet wide, the sidewalk is five and one-half feet 
wide. The total weight is S0,000 tons. The heaviest steel members 
shipped to Turners by the Phoenix Steel Company are the 19-ton 
trusses set at the spring line at piers three and four. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Food Coordinator Hours 

Saturday, March 19th, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Wendell Free 
Library, "Office Hours" with 
Local Food Coordinator Liz 
Carter. This week, I'll have 
info1mation about tool shares, 
tool lending libraries, and gai·den 
cooperatives; and am looking for 
feedback on building public 
fa1m and gai·den infrastruchrre in 
Wendell. Contact Liz Carter at 
liz.k.carter@gmail.com or 
(360)797-4034 with ideas, or for 
more info. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

More bridge Jact.s next week! 

on At·e11ue A for o,•er JO years 

If we don,t carry your favorite brand, 
we,// order it for you! 

Open Moo-Thurs 1 Oam-l()pm 
Fri &Sat 10am-11pm • Sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·ne1·s Falls 
863-9900 

Mon, Tue ti: Wed 

Specials 
Large 16" Pizzas 
with 1 Topping for 

$9. 95 plus tax 

With Any 12" or 8" Sub 
1 FREE 12 oz.Can of Soda 

Any Steak, Chicken or 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - March 21st • 25th 

Veggie Burrito 
$ 5. 9 5 plus tax 

Roherto·s 
Family Restaurant GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva­
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 am. The meal 
site manager is Kerry Togneri. 
Cotmcil on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness class­
es ai·e suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Voluntaiy donations are 
accepted. For more information, 
to make meal reservations, or to 
sign up for programs call ( 413) 
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Wednesday after­
noon Bingo has been cancelled 
tmtil ftuther notice. Join us for a 
talk on personal safety with 
Lieutenant Sue Corey, Thursday, 
March 24th at 10:15 am. 

Monday, March 21st 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 

12 noon Pot Luck & Bingo 
No Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, March 22nd 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
1 :00 p m. Painting Class 
Wednesday, March 23rd 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 am. Monthly health 
screenings 
1 :00 p m. Quilters 
Thursday, March 24th 
9:00 a.Ill. Tai Chi 
10:15 a.m. Lt. Susan Corey 
1 :00 p Ill. Pitch 
Friday, March 25th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For information and reserva­
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Sai·acino. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 

am., with rese1vations 24 hours 
in advance. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center to find out 
when the next blood pressure 
clinic will be held. 

Monday, March 21st 
9:00 a.Ill. Tai Chi 
10:00 am. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, March 22nd 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, March 23rd 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, March 24th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Fliday, March 11th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - Pot Luck 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 
(978) 544-6760 for hours and 
upcoming programs. Call the 
Center if you need a ride. 

I 96 Turners Falls Road 
863-0022 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy-Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• vVeU-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Changes to Precinct Boundaries and 
Town Meeting Representation Discussed 

local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - Greenfield's weekly 
peace vigil will join events 
across the country observing the 
eighth anniversary of the war in 
Iraq. The vigil will be held on 
Saturday, March 19th, from 11 
a.m. to noon on the Greenfield 
town common at the comer of 
Main and Federal Streets. All are 
invited. 

Baha'i of Wendell wannly 
invites all to share their spirit in a 
gathering where all traditions 
and faiths are welcomed. Bring 
your beliefs, spiritual writings, 
music, poet:Iy, and come together 
in prayer, music, and silent med­
itation to assist both ourselves 
and this n·oubled planet as we 
gather sn·ength to honor a heal­
ing vision of a world at peace. 

This spiritual event will be 
held at the home of Shay and 
Charles Cooper, 71 Kentfield 
Road, Wendell Depot on Sunday, 
March 20th, beginning at 5:30 
pm, potluck at 7:00 pm. If you 
wish, bring a potluck item, and 
call 978-544-2190. 

Saturday, March 26th, is hiv­
ia night at the Montague Elks, 
Turners Falls, from 7:00 pm. ti1 
midnight, featuring a $100 prize 
to the winning team. Bring your 
own team of 6-8 people or join a 
team when you airive. This is a 
21 and older event. Bring your 
own munchies. Call Tammy at 1-
413-824-2799 for more info. 

"The Friends of Gill" are 
sponsoring an "all you can eat" 
pancake breakfast on March 
26th from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. at the Gill Congregational 
Church across from the com­
mon. There will be pancakes, 
local maple symp, sausages, 
orange juice, tea and coffee. 

Ken Sprankle, USFWS 
Connecticut River Coordinator, 
will review the histo1y of the 
modem Atlantic salmon 
restoration program in the 
Connecticut River basin. The 
program will be held at the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 2 
Avenue A, Turners Falls on 
Friday, March 25th, from 7:00 
p.m. till 8:30 pm. Sprankle will 
also talk about the status and 
n·ends for salmon, as well as 
other migrato1y fishes (for exam­
ple American shad and river her­
ring) of management interest. 

The "All Cooped Up" 
Conceit will be held on Saturday, 
March 19th staiting at 7: 00 p m. 
and features many of the COOP 
concert performers: Small 
Change, Russ Thomas, Joe 
Graveline, Molly Scott 
w/Friends, Austin and Elliot, 
Roland LaPierre, Julia 
Bmrnugh, Kathy Chapman & 
Joe Pod, Mike Pattavina, Pat & 
Tex LaMountain, Haiku 
Handshake, Michael Orlen, 
Barry Higgins, Jennie McAvoy, 
and Dan Hales and the Frost 
Heaves. The perfo1mance is at 
St. James Church, 11 Church 
St:I·eet, Greenfield. 

A Polish Easter Bazaar will 
be held at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Church, 87 K 
St:I·eet, Tmners Falls, just up the 
hill from Food City on Saturday, 
April 16th, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 pm. 
Polish crafts and home-made 
foods, raffles and more! Fun for 
the whole family. To rent a table 
at this annual event, or for more 
info1mation, contact Shirley 
Webb at 773-7202. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague-ma.net. 

at Box 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Seven people 
turned up to participate in a pub­
lic heaimg, called on short notice 
last week to discuss the possible 
reduction of the number of 
precincts and polling places and 
elected town meeting members 
in the town of Montague. 

Town clerk Deb Bourbeau 
told attendees the state requires 
cities and towns to exainine their 
precinct boundaries in light of 
new census data eve1y ten years, 
and make adjustments to keep the 
precinct roughly equal (within 
5%) in total population. She said 
John Barr, the rep1mcting coordi­
nator at the Massachusetts 
Secretaiy of State's office, had 
asked her, "Why do you have six 
precincts?" when Montague, 
with a population of approxi­
mately 8500, is only required to 
have three. A precinct may not 
have more than 4000 people in it, 
according to state law. 

Bourbeau presented a map 
drawn by the state to show an 
approximate redistricting of 
Montague's precinct lines to cre­
ate three precincts of more or less 
equal population. 

Selectboard member Chris 
Boutwell said he could remem­
ber when Montague used to have 
three precincts - up until the time 
Montague voted to move from 
open town meeting to representa­
tive town meeting in 1964. The 
town meeting act approved by 
the voters in that year called for 
Montague to have no less than 
five precincts and no more than 
ten. 

"Having six precincts is costly 
to the town," said Bourbeau, who 
calculated it would save the town 
about $1600 a year to cut the 
number of precincts down by 
half. Other savings might accme 
by reducing the number of 

Car Sunday. 3/13 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE lOG 
Suspicious Activity, Hit and Run 

Restaurant, 
Erving Center. 
Checked same. 

12:35 a.m. Assisted 
Montague police with search 
fur male subject from Millers 
Falls. Subject located and 
transported by ambulance. 

Tuesday, 3/8 
6:05 a.m. Motor vehicle crash 
on Route 2 at Maple Avenue. 
No injury. Report taken. 
10:48 a.m. Assisted Erving 
fue department at North 
Street residence. Water in the 
basement. 
12:20 p.m. Assisted with 

motor vehicle lock-out at 
French King Bridge. 
Wcdnaday, 3/9 
7:18 a.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle reported on Route 2, 
west botmd. Subject refiased 
assistance and was advised he 
has to remove the vehicle. 
8:30 a.m. Suspicious activity 

All Set. 
9:50 a.m. Hit and n111 report­
ed on West High Street. 
Currently t111der investigation. 
Friday, 3/11 
1:45 p.m. Report of flooded 
basement at High Street 
Residence. Erving fue depart­
ment responded. 

IO p.m. Unattended burn on 
Mot111tain Road. Advised to 
put same out. 
Monday, 3/14-
Assistance at Church Street 
residence with property 
removal. 

polling places the highway 
depaitment has to assist the town 
in setting up for each election. 
Bourbeau said the highway 
depaitment details four employ­
ees and two tmcks to help her 
dist11bute election materials to six 
precincts in the days p110r to 
town and state elections. 

She said the town of 
Montague may someday be 
forced by the state to abandon its 
time honored practice of count­
ing paper ballots from a hand 
cranked ballot box in favor of 
some mandated elecn·onic voting 
machine, and reducing the mnn­
ber of polling stations would be a 
proactive move to cut down on 
the expense the town may some­
day face in purchasing such 
machines. 

The main cost cutting argu­
ment Bouroeau made in favor of 
reducing the number of polling 
places centered on the cost of poll 
workers salaries, and, not inci­
dentally, the growing difficulty of 
finding enough poll workers to 
staff six precincts. Especially in 
town elections, when voter 
tumout can hover in the 10% to 
20% range, Bourbeau said the 
day can tum out to be a ve1y long 
one for poll workers. 

Reaction to the proposal 
among the seven people in atten­
dance was general favorable, 
though a number of proposals 

were tossed out for adjusting the 
precinct lines slightly to keep the 
village of Millers Falls united 
with more of its highland suburbs 
and to keep the post office side of 
Lake Pleasant united with the fire 
station side of Lake Pleasant. As 
it stands now, the proposed 
precinct boundai'ies would join 
the post office side of Lake 
Pleasant with the village center of 
Millers Falls in voting at the 
Montague Center fire station, 
while the highlands of Millers 
Falls and the fire station side of 
Lake Pleasant would n·avel to 
Hillcrest School to vote with 
most of the rest of the Hill district 
ofTumers Falls. 

Montague City and Tmners 
Falls would vote in the Montague 
town hall. Bourbeau said the 
town hall was now completely 
handicapped accessible to state 
standards, with plenty of neai·by 
parking, unlike the Gill­
Montague senior center, where 
the polling place for downtown 
Tmners is now located. 

Bourbeau noted the proposed 
precinct bounda11es, prepared by 
the Secretary of State's office, 
were subject to change - and to 
local input - and the census mnn­
bers they were based on ai·e still 
preliminaiy. 

John Hanold, finance commit­
tee chair, (a town meeting mem­

see BOUNDARIES pg 11 

SoAPMAKING 
CLASS 
Learn how to make all n::itural soap 

Lisa's Handcra&ed Soap is e,xci1·ed to 
announce that soap classes are about 
to begin. The clnss will roughly lasl 3 
hours. The class v.,i_lJ tnclude; an 
instructional packet, a soap recipe, all 
materials needed, and a block of'soap 
that you 11 make right here and 
take home. 

lf/bcn: 
111/b.,r,: 

1i1ttt!! 

Regi,1t,r: 

Co.,t: 

Note~ 

SaturJaytJlay 7, 2011 
I 00 3rd Street 
'l'urners !'alls, MA 

2pm-5pm 

Call 865-5252 or stor b.v to 
reserve your space. 
The course is $50. HaWS25 to be paid at rime of reservatio11 
and $25 to be paid the day of' th" class. 
Each student must bring one empty cardboard milk or ju;ce 

carton, rinsed out and dry. 
Pua,1,fulj'ru to call u,ith a11y q1u.1tio11,1. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 
We Know Entertainment 

"Free Co11su.ltation 
11 State of the Art Sou11d 
* Best Music for 4/l Ages/Occasio11s 
* Rental Karaoke System 

1'(;'r ~ ;__;.., Brion R. Son Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re~Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Mon1ague S1ree1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 

Good lv.irt r otte-:y 
StlJIQio 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+1 }-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter.y-com 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~ (413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

A"'4te ~cNIH At14,"4dk 

THE (HIJRCB §TREEI HONE 
24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A rdirement home f.,. inJcpenJcnt senior 

women of Franklin County sine~ 194'2. 

Family-style meal,, Lraulif ul surrnundings, 

and the ,ecurity of a l,o!±ess <111 July at all times. 

Visitors always welcome! 
(413) 773-1252 



4 

Editor 
DaVMl Delmold 

Editorial Assistants 
i-iugh corr 
Shira Hillel 

Layout & Design 
Claudia We■S--Art Director 
Katren Hoyden 
Janel Nockelby 
Boysen Hodgson 

Photogra11hJ1 
ClaudiaWeUs 
Joe Panych 

"Tite Voir.e qf tlte Villages" Don Clegg 

Teollllloal 
Adlftltllafnf« 
Iii~ Muller 

Clrculaflon 
Janel Nockelby 

Foundttdby 
Artnur Evans Harry Brandt David De/mold 

August, 2002 

From Japan to 
Vermont Yankee 

The Time for Citizen Action is Now 
BY RANDY KEHLER 
COLRAIN - The worsening 
nuclear disaster in Japan is on all 
of our minds. And when we think 
about the thousands of affected 
Japanese people and workers, it's 
also deep in our hearts. That's 
why three area citizen groups 
that for years have been opposing 
nuclear power and warning of the 
potential dangers associated with 
the Vennont Yankee 0/Y) reac­
tor in pa1ticular - Citizens 
Awareness Network, Safe & 
Green Campaign, and New 
England Coalition on Nuclear 
Pollution - are inviting people in 
our tri-state area to join a peace­
fol, solemn Solidarity Vigil for 
our Japanese "sister rea.ctor com­
munities" at the gates ofVe1mont 
Yankee in Vernon, VT this 
Sunday, March 20th, at 1 :00 p.m. 

How does the unfolding 
nuclear nightmare in Japan relate 
to Louisiana-based Entergy 
Corporation's Vermont Yankee 
reactor, and whether or not it will 
be shut down and decommis­
sioned on schedule when its orig­
inal 40-year license expires on 
March 21st, 2012? 

First, we know Vermont 
Yankee has experienced one 
accident, breakdown, leak, or 
management lapse after another 
for years. Remember the fire in 
the transfo1mer building? The 
cooling tower collapse? The 
highly radioactive spent foel rods 
that got dropped when a crane 
malftmctioned? The massive 
leak of radioactive tritium just 
last year? Entergy officials' "Inis­
leading" statements to Ve1mont 
officials about the source of that 
leak? And the continuing find­
ings of tritium in monitoring 
wells near the Connecticut River 
- to name just a few of the many 
such incidents. 

Second, we know that 
Entergy, like most other giant 
corporations, makes no bones 
about their highest priority -
maxiinizing profit for their share­
holders - which has led to cost­
cutting and delayed maintenance 
at the expense of public and envi­
ronmental health and safety. This 
means that even if VY is forced 

to close by March 21st, 2012, 
when its original 40-year operat­
ing license expires, this last year 
of its operation could be the most 
dangerous of all, given its 
increasing age and the lack of 
incentive Entergy will have to 
maintain adequate testing, moni­
toring, repairs, and replacement 
of already worn-out components. 

Third, we know the Vermont 
Senate voted ove1whelmingly, 26 
to 4, in Februaiy of2010 to deny 
Entergy's bid to keep VY operat­
ing for another 20 yeai·s. (As a 
result of legislation passed in 
2006, both the Vermont Senate 
and House have to approve the 
plant's continued operation 
beyond Mai·ch of2012.) 

Though Entergy has mounted 
an expensive, all-out public rela­
tions and lobbying campaign to 
persuade the Vermont legislature 
to reverse last year's Senate vote, 
there is eve1y indication - espe­
cially in the wake of Japan's 
nuclear disaster - that the legisla­
ture has absolutely no intention 
of doing that. And we know that 
newly-elected Ve1mont governor 
Peter Shumlin is equally opposed 
to letting VY continue operating. 

Fowth, we know one reason 
why the Japan nuclear disaster 
weighs heavily on the minds of 
Ve1mont officials - and on ours, 
too - is that the 39-year-old 
Ve1mont Yankee rea.ctor is of the 
same age and design as a number 
of the failed rea.ctors in Japan. All 
are "Mark 1 Boiling Water 
Reactors" made by General 
Electric. 

And as Vermont's U.S. 
Senator Bernie Sanders recently 
repo1ted, "The containment 
design of this type of plant has 
been long criticized by federal 
nuclear safety officials." Sanders 
refell'ed to repo1ts dating back to 
1986, when a senior safety offi­
cial at the federal Nuclear 
Regulato1y Commission (NRC) 
cited studies concluding that 
there was a 90 percent probabili­
ty of containment failure in the 
event of an accident at Mai·k I 
reactors. 

Fifth, we know the NRC last 
see JAPAN pg 5 
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From Libya to Wisconsin, with Love 

UTTERS TO (MTHE EDITH 

Budget from the Bottom Up A Liberal 
Thank you for the nice juxta­

position of articles about school 
budget meetings in the 
Montague Reporter two weeks 
ago (IX #22). It helped me to 
clarify why I felt so uncomfort­
able after attending Tuesday's 
Leverett school committee budg­
et hearing. 

Leverett was working from a 
top down model. In December, 
the adininstration created a 
"wish" budget - mostly a level 
se1vices budget - including some 
necessaiy adjustments up, like 
more money budgeted for fuel. 
The meeting's goal was to bring 
this budget down closer to a level 
ftmded (zero increase) budget. 

Fortunately, for this coming 
fiscal year, there were ways the 
committee could bridge the gap 

between a level se1vice and a 
level funded budget with ve1y lit­
tle change to the school. 
Medicaid money reimbursed to 
the town and allocated to the 
school comtnittee, a "fotmd" 
cache at the town hall of money 
for early education, and a past 
surplus of school choice money 
were all used to make up most of 
the difference. The principal 
had also spent time figuring cuts 
of$21,000 from the $1.69 million 
level services "wish" budget, and, 
at the school committee's direc­
tion, still came in more than 
$15,500 above a zero increase 
budget. 

At Mahai·, on the other hand, 
the budget was created using a 
bottom up model. From what I 

see BUDGET pg 5 

Mouthpiece 

I would appreciate your paper 
being more 'newsy' and less 
political in tlte foture. Please 
don't ttll'n the Montague 
Reporter into a liberal mouth-
piece. 

- David Sikora 
Middlebury, CT 

New Subscriber 
Thanks 

The reason for me to obtain a 
subscription to your newspaper 
is due to your fantastic editorials. 

Thanks! 
- Margue1ite Sgadaro 

Millers Falls 

Local Government is a Shared Responsibility 
I will not be nmning for re- member is to care about and be shai·ed thing. I am still ai·otmd 

election as a planning board respectfol of the present and and have offered to help the 
member in 2011. This will foture of our town and the peo- boai·d members with research or 
close out ten years. My sincere pie and businesses in it. All the other projects if asked to do so. 
hope is that community mem- other stuff can be learned or Thank you for such a good 
hers will come forward. looked up when necessa1y. opporttmity to do my part. 

The single most impo1tant I believe in local government - Deirdre Cabral 
quality - by far - in a boai·d and for that to be alive it is a Wendell 

Differences are Part of the Democratic Process 
Last week's coverage of the 

Gill-Montague school committee 
("A Policy of General 
Disagreement") in the Reporter 
promoted the myth ( encouraged 
by the recent state evaluation of 
the district) that the school com­
Inittee is so divided it "can't get 
anything done." The evidence the 
Reporter relied on seems to be 
taken from a somewhat inconclu­
sive debate we had over whether 
to fo1m a policy subcommittee. 

Yes the debate over the policy 

committee was perhaps too long 
and contentious, but the reality is 
most committees have issues like 
this. When I was on the 
Montague finance committee we 
spent endless hours debating 
stipends (annual payments) for 
se1ving on the boai·ds of health, 
assessors and selectboard. These 
stipends were miniscule in the 
context of the overall Montague 
budget, but they pushed a lot of 
buttons because finance commit­
tee members serve with no pay. 

And what exactly is it the 
school committee has not gotten 
done due to its internal divisions? 
There was not one specific exam­
ple in the state repo1t ( or at last 
week's meeting beyond the fail­
ure to establish a potentially 

We Welcome Your Letters! 

;fffilontagur l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
reporter@montaguema-net 

superfluous subcommittee). 
There ce1tainly ai·e impo1tant dis­
agreements on the school com­
Inittee with regai·d to its organiza­
tion, goals and the overall vision 
that should guide the district. But 
this is, after all, an elected com­
Inittee of nine members in a 
countiy where there ai·e sharp dis­
agreements over the foture of 
public education. We also happen 
to be a democracy. 

Of course the committee 
should also put aside differences 
and get things done. For all ow· 
flaws, we have done that. Critics 
Inight specify whatever it is they 
would like to have us do more of. 
We can put it on the agenda. 

Othe1wise these complaints 
create the impression of a desire 
to stifle debate and create a 
school committee party line. 

Jeff Singleton is a member of 
the Gill Montague school com­
mittee. The opinions expressed 
here are his own, and do not nec­
essarily reflect those of the school 
committee as a whole. 
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Montaeue Hazard Mitieation Plan to be Updated 
The Montague Hazard 

Mitigation local planning com­
mittee is currently updating the 
plan for Montague, in partner­
ship with the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) planning department. 

The purpose of the plan is to 
identify natural and other haz-

JAPAN from page 4 
week approved Entergy's appli­
cation for a 20-year license exten­
sion for VY. According to a state­
ment by NRC Chairman Gregory 
Jaczko, Entergy has met "all of 
our requirements and standards." 

This decision was no surprise. 
Of the 60 applications for license 
extensions the NRC has 
reviewed, it has approved all 60. 

In 2007, the NRC's own 
Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) released a scathing repo1t 
exposing the NRC's review 
process for license extension 
applications as faulty in the 
extreme, with many of the appli­
cants' claims and omissions 
going completely tmexamined. 

This is one reason why 
Senator Sanders refers to the 
NRC as a "wholly owned sub­
sidiaiy of the nucleai· industly." 

Sixth, we know that in order 
to keep VY operating, Entergy 
also needs a "Certificate of 
Public Good" (CPG) from the 
state ofVe1mont. In fact, Jaczko 
said as much when he annotmced 
the NRC's approval of VY's 
license extension. Without a 
CPG from Ve1mont, Entergy will 
be in clear violation of Vermont 
law if VY is still operating on 
Mai·ch 22nd, 2012. 

Seventh, we know that 
Entergy CEO, J. Wayne Leonard, 
has clearly and publicly implied 
that if Entergy does not get a 
CPG from Vermont, they ai·e pre­
pared to sue the state of Vermont 
in federal comt and challenge the 
state's authority to prevent VY 
from operating. Their argument 
will be that only the federal gov­
ernment, via the NRC, has the 
authority to do that - i.e., the 
"federal pre-emption" argument. 

Will that argument prevail? 
It's hard to say. But given that in 
2002 when they bought VY, 
Entergy signed a "memorandum 
of tmderstanding" stating they 
would not challenge Ve1mont's 
authority if the state decided 
against allowing the reactor to 
operate beyond March of 2012, 
Entergy may be on weak legal 

ards that may impact the com­
munity, such as floods, winter 
storms, and hazardous substance 
spills. The committee will con­
duct a risk assessment of possi­
ble hazards that may require mit­
igation; assess current town haz­
ard mitigation policies, pro­
grams, and regulations; and 

grotmds. 
Also, the NRC has, in the 

past, specifically acknowledged 
that while the federal govern­
ment has sole jurisdiction over 
nuclear safety issues, the states 
do have the right to regulate 
nuclear power facilities on eco­
nomic and "reliability" grotmds 
- which were the basis for the 
Ve1mont Senate's objections in 
their ove1whelming vote oppos­
ing relicensing in Febmaiy 2010. 

Of concern, however, is the 
possibility a federal court might 
grant a request from Entergy for 
an injtmction to prevent Ve1mont 
from closing VY while a court 
case is being litigated, which, as 
we know, could take years. 
Fo1tunately, courts are not 
immune to public outc1y - and a 
public outcry there would be if or 
when Entergy decides to ignore 
Ve1mont law and the will of its 
elected officials." 

Eighth, we know there is a lot 
that we don't know and, as the 
Japan situation makes clear, that 
no one knows - particularly 
regarding the possibilities of an 
tmexpected, unplanned for, cata­
strophic accident. Don't let any­
one say such an accident can't 
happen at VY. It can. VY may 
not be sitting on an active fault 
line (though it does sit on an 
inactive one, known as the 
Eastern Border Fault, which mns 
north and south along the 
Connecticut River), but there 
could be any number of external 
or internal, natural or manmade 
events that could, like Japan's 
earthquake and tstmami, knock 
out the electrical supply or other­
wise disable the essential flow of 
cooling water required in order to 
prevent a meltdown of the reac­
tor's core or a fire in its crowded 
seventh sto1y foel pool. 

One such possibility, given 
the increasingly extreme weather 
conditions brought on by climate 
change and global waiming, is a 
sudden rising of the Connecticut 
River that causes water to over­
flow the riverbank where VY's 
highly radioactive spent foel rods 

identify action steps to prevent 
damage to property and loss of 
life. 

The Montague hazard mitiga­
tion local planning committee 
will meet twice with FRCOG 
staff during this process, and 
other times as needed, to compile 
updated information for the plan. 

are beginning to be t1·ansferred 
from the unprotected foel pool 
and stored in concrete casks. 
Another possibility is sabotage or 
a terrorist attack on the exposed 
foel pool, or on the reactor itself. 
Human error, an embrittled pipe 
cracking tmder the ongoing stI·ess 
of ext1·eme heat and pressure in a 
plant operating at 120% of its 
original design capacity, the fail­
ure of a critical component, 
something as simple as a stuck 
valve (as we saw at Three Mile 
Island) can lead to a cascading 
series of events that could put the 
rea.ctor's poorly designed pres­
sure suppression torus and emer­
gency core cooling system to the 
ultimate test. 

Ninth, and perhaps most 
important of all, there is now, 
more than ever, a clear need for 
citizen vigilance and citizen 
action. For too long, like people 
around the world, we have 
allowed governments and big 
co1porations that hold sway over 
governments to experiment with 
technologies that are simply ''too 
dangerous to fail." We now know, 
if we didn't know it before, that 
we must no longer allow our­
selves and our precious, beautifol 
planet to be the guinea pigs of this 
kind of experimentation. 

In short, it's time for a nonvio­
lent citizen uprising in which we 
demand that our power come 
from safe, renewable sources 
coupled with measures that con­
se1ve energy and use it efficiently 
- making clear that we as individ­
uals are willing to do our pait to 
make that happen. 

That sort of uprising is well 
tmde1way in Ve1mont and the tri­
state area SUITotmding Ve1mont 
Yankee, and now it is botmd to 
grow stI·onger. As Vermont 
becomes the first state and we the 
first "rea.ctor community" in the 
United States to shut down a 
nuclear power plant over the 
objections of its c01porate owners 
and the NRC, we can be a beacon 
of hope and inspiration 
for the rest of the cmmtiy 111!11■ 
and the world. II_~ 

The first meeting is scheduled 
for March 29th, at 11 a.m. in the 
Montague public safety complex 
community meeting room, 180 
Turnpike Road, in Turners Falls. 
The draft plan is expected to be 
ready for public review in May 
of 2011, and will be made avail­
able on the town website, the 
town hall and at all three town 
libraries. 

BUDGET from 4 
read, two years ago eve1y item on 
the school budget was looked into 
by the school committee, by the 
administration, and by teachers. I 
am sure there was much creativi­
ty involved in the process. 

I keep waiting to see our 
school committee choose to go 
the second route - to look at each 
specific line on the budget. I 
keep waiting to hear that the 
teachers (who I believe ai·e what 
makes a school a school) have 
weighed in on the budget to let 
the committee know what they 
feel could be adjusted without 
their teaching abilities being hmt. 

It appeai·ed to me that eve1y 
comment made at the budget 
hearing about actually lowering 
ce1tain budget items was dis­
cotmted by the administration 
and thus, unfo1ttmately, by the 

5 

Montague residents are 
encouraged to share their experi­
ence with prior hazard events 
and suggestions for mitigation 
projects to minimize foture loss 
of life or damage to prope1ty. To 
find out more info1mation and 
how to become involved, contact 
Walter Ramsey, Montague town 
planner, at (413) 863-3200 x 207 
or planner@montague-ma.gov. 

committee. But what would the 
teachers say? 

Even if the economy tums 
ai·otmd, I believe there is going to 
come a point where the school 
committee and the administration 
ai·e going to have to change their 
method of creating a school 
budget each yeai·. I see ve1y little 
creativity now, except in finding 
ways to postpone the inevitable. 
As committee chair Farshid Hajir 
said, the school budget as it 
stands is not sustainable. 

With all the great qualities I 
see sitting at the table, both in the 
committee and the administ1·a­
tion, I look fo1ward to seeing 
what a new method of creating a 
budget could bring to our school, 
hopefolly in time for next year's 
school budget meetings. 

- Tanya Cushman 
Leverett 

JAPAN SOLIDARITY VIGIL at VERMONT YANKEE 
SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1 :00 PM 

In public expression of solidarity with thousands of Japanese work­
ers and residents affected by the still worsening nuclear disaster in 

Japan's Fukushima Prefecture, there will be a solemn, peaceful 
vigil in front of the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant on Governor Hunt 

Road in Vernon, Vermont, this Sunday, March 20, at 1 :00 pm. 
Vigil organizers have suggested attendees wear black, bring a sign 
or banner in keeping with the purpose of the vigil, and park in the 

Vernon Elementary School parking lot across from the plant. 
All are welcome. 

The vigil is sponsored by the Safe & Green Campaign, Citizens 
Awareness Network, and the New England Coalition. 

Soltoloslty Realty 
Your Home Town T earn 

59 Years of Continuous Service 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ ~,-Fonner1y LaBelle & Leitner 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

PGTG R l))ATGRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

, i~r;:;\:. 978-544-6534 "'~:!~11 , 

-~-.,.-alii;"\~r,iiiiii.'\---~----~-~-~~ 

Greenfield ~ Co.operative~ :f.. 
Bank 

A GfNt flnamlat Pl!irtner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772,0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

@ 
e 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEl,IBERSIF 

Leaf BusteYs 
,Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

'Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Home/Office 
413-659-0250 

Bryan G Hobbs 
94 South Prospect St. 
Millers Falls 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SHECTBOARD 

Employee Raises and Health 
Benefits on the Table 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SHECTBOARD 

BY KATIE NOLAN -
The Erving selectboard and 
finance committee met 
jointly on Monday and dis­
cussed the FY' 12 cost of 
living adjustment for town 
employees and the town's 
share of employee health 
insurance costs. The board 
agreed to make a decision 
on these matters on March 
28th. 

Selectboard chair 
Andrew Goodwin intro­
duced the health insurance 
discussion before the 
finance committee an'ived, 
noting the town pays 86% 
of employee health insur­
ance costs and asking the 
other selectboard members, 
"Are we trying to reduce 
benefits to a target ntlill­
ber? Do we feel 86% is 
wrong?" 

He added, "It's not a 
bad thing to be an employ­
er of choice." 

Once the joint meeting 

MONTAGUE 
AGRICULTURAL 

FORUM 
uri.tb Margaret Christie, Director 
of Special Projects at CISA 
Pete Westover, MA Department 
of Agricultural Resources 
Walter Ramsey, Montague Tow11 
Planner 

Thurs., March 24th,7 p.m. 
Montague Town Hall 
413-863-3200, x207 

Are you interested in ... 
• Recovering Montague's agricu.1-
tural comnusion? 
• Promoting local farm goods & 
sen-ices? 
• Helping resolve fanu related 
problems or conficts? 
• Protecting fannland and natural 
resources? ... please attend. 

started, finance committee 
chair Stanley Gradowski 
said the finance committee 
had voted to ask depait­
ments to adhere to level 
ftmding for all FY'l2 
budgets, including COLAs. 
He told the joint meeting 
the finance committee was 
not only planning for this 
year, but for the foture. 

"The next five yeai·s are 
going to be difficult," he 
cautioned. 

Goodwin said the 
selectboard had asked 
departments for level fond­
ing in FY'l2, without con­
sidering COLAs. 

Goodwin said he had 
thought the COLA for 
employees should be "in 
the neighborhood of2%". 

He added, "There's a 
reality, the cost of living is 
going up. My feeling is we 
need to c.arefolly balance 
being fair to our employ­
ees," with town finances. 
Goodwin calculated a 2% 
COLA would cost the town 
approximately $20,000, 
and would help the town 
retain good employees. 

Finance committee 
member Winifred Stone­
Rubinaccio replied it was 
impo1tant to consider fiscal 
responsibility as well, and 
that the finance committee 
would need to know what 
other towns ai·e offering for 
COLAs for comparison. 

Noting he lives on a 
fixed income and "taxes go 
up eve1y year," Gradowski 
said, "We have to draw the 
line somewhere. Next year 
is going to be worse." 

Goodwin said, "If we 

decrease health benefits, 
we're taking back from 
employees." 

Treasurer Margaret 
Sullivan info1med the joint 
meeting that Erving paid 
90% of employee health 
insurance costs in 2004, 
reducing the percentage to 
88% in 2005, and reduced 
the town's share of 
employee health benefits to 
the Ctlffent level of 86% in 
2007. 

Sullivan observed the 
rate the town pays for 
health insurance will stay 
relatively flat this year, and 
therefore, she said, "It's the 
best year to decrease," the 
town's share of employee 
health benefits. She recom­
mended decreasing the 
town's share to 85% and 
presented calculations 
showing a savings of 
$8,348 for the town, with 
this decrease. 

Gradowski said even if 
the town reduced the per­
centage of benefits it pays 
to 84%, "We're still higher 
than anyone else." 

Gradowski said, "We 
are ve1y forttmate in this 
town. Our taxes are 
extremely low compared 
with other towns." He 
added he would like to see 
the town paying 75% of 
employee health insurance 
costs - "more in line with 
other towns and the state." 

Stone-Rubinaccio told 
the selectboai·d the finance 
committee would need "a 
bit more time" to consider 
the issue of COLAs and 
health benefits. 

see ERVING pg 10 

U-28 Retiree Benefit Dispute Aired 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN 
On March 2nd, Wendell 
school committee mem­
bers Dick Baldwin and 
Kevin Skompa repo1ted to 
the Wendell selectboard on 
an ongoing dispute regard­
ing Union 28 retirement 
benefits. 

There are five towns 
(and four school commit­
tees - Eiving, Swift River, 
Leverett and Shutesbury) 
in school Union 28. Each 
of those five towns pays 
benefits to their own 
employees at different 
rates. The Union 28 agree­
ment stipulates that the rate 
paid to retirees from Union 
28 is detennined by the 
town with the highest stu­
dent enrolment, which at 
present is Eiving, although 
the lead town may soon 
switch to Leverett as enrol­
ment percentages change. 

Eiving pays 86% of 
health benefits for active 
employees, and 79% for 
retiree plans. Erving allows 
for a retiree to choose fam­
ily coverage, which a 
recent retiree from the U-
28 business office did. The 
resulting monthly bill star­
tled town accountants in 
Shutesbllly and Leverett, 
because it was based on a 
rate much higher than those 
towns provide for their 
own employees and 
retirees, and led to protest 
from the accountants and 
selectboards of those two 
towns, followed by the 
withholding of monthly 
payments for the retiree's 
fainily health plan bills. 

The Swift River school 
dist11ct, as the union's fis-

cal agent, has been left 
holding the bag and paying 
the monthly bills for the 
entire union, awaiting reso­
lution of the issue with the 
other towns. 

In Janua1y, a joint meet­
ing of the selectboai·ds and 
business managers of all 
the Union towns and 
school dist11cts took place 
in Shutesbllly, and agree­
ment was reached to pur­
sue special legislation in 
Boston to allow U-28 to 
equalize health benefits at 
the rates paid by each town 
to their own employees. 

In recent weeks, 
Shutesbllly and Leverett 
have decided to restlille 
paying their bills, though 
under protest of the ClllTent 
anangement. 

Union-28 accotmtant 
Kate Woodwai·d said the 
town of Leverett Ctlffently 
owes $1286 for back due 
bills, but did not provide 
the back due amount that 
has accumulated for 
Shutesbllly. 

Skompa reserved the 
town hall for the evening of 
Ap11I 2nd for an interna­
tional circle dance. The 
event will feature a band, a 
caller, and instructions. No 
experience is necessa1y, 
and since the dances are 
circle dances, it is not nec­
essary to come with a pait­
ner. 

Selectboard member 
Jeoffi:ey Pooser pointed out 
that earlier the same day 
the town hall will host back 
mbs in a fond raiser for 
Good Neighbors, so atten­
dees can get relaxed and 
comfo1table before attend-

ing the dance. 
Paul Daniello, a project 

manager for the Mount 
Grace Land Trust, dis­
cussed a proposed conser­
vation rest11ction on a piece 
of land Mount Grace owns 
in n01thwest Wendell 
known as Hidden Valley. 
The Metacomet 
Monadnock trail runs 
through Hidden Valley, 
and Mount Grace would 
like the Wendell conse1va­
tion commission to hold 
and monitor a conse1vation 
restriction (CR) on that 
acreage. The conse1vation 
commission supports the 
plan. 

Mount Grace would 
reimburse the town for any 
legal expenses incuned 
enforcing the conse1vation 
rest11ction, Daniello said. 
The CR would allow tim­
ber haivesting, which will 
help Mount Grace cover 
expenses. 

Selectboard member 
Dan Keller suggested a 
joint meeting with the con­
servation COillilllSSIOn, 
Mount Grace and the 
selectboard might be help­
fol in ironing out the 
details. 

Town administi·ative 
coordinator Nancy Aldrich 
said an anangement to buy 
electricity through the 
Hampshire Cotmcil of 
Governments that has 
resulted in regular savings 
for town buildings over the 
last few yeai·s will now also 
be offered to aggregated 
residents of paiticipating 
towns, including Wendell. 

The plan, which does 

see WENDELL pg 10 
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NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SElECTBOARD 

Library and Highway 
Department Budgets Presented 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 

Montague in the 
Running for Solar Incentives 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Recommendations by the 
town's personnel board, 
supported by the select­
board, to back a raise from 
$12.82 an hour to $15 an 
hour for the 13-hour-a 
week library assistant, and 
to provide 1 ½% cost ofliv­
ing adjustments for all 
town employees will lead 
to an increase of about 
$2,000 above last year's 
$79,000 budget for the 
Leverett Library. 

Libnuy director Linda 
Wentworth said circulation 
has increased at the libnuy, 
from 42,671 books, audio­
tapes, DVDs and other 
materials in 2009 to 44,852 
items in 2010, but the 
Leverett Library still ma.in­
tains a budget less than half 
the size of many 
Massachusetts towns with 
similar or larger population 
that circulate fewer materi­
als. One way Leverett man­
ages to do this is by relying 
heavily on volunteer sup­
port for shelving books, 
staffing the circulation 
desk, covering new books, 
maintaining the libraiy's 
website, and assisting with 
programs. 

Wentworth told the 
selectboard on Tuesday, 
March 8th, 'The volunteer 
force has a waiting list. 
We'd flounder without 
them." Later, Wentworth 
said 40 volunteers regular­
ly provide between 40 and 
60 hours a week of labor to 
help the libraiy flourish. 

Chris Condit, chair of 
the library boml, said the 
trustees had exhausted the 
remainder of the libraiy 
building fonds last yeai· -

about $40,000 - retrofitting 
the building's geothe1mal 
heating system from an 
open to a closed loop sys­
tem. During heavy rains or 
spring nmoffs, the open 
loop system would get 
fouled with particulate 
matter from the well, ham­
pering the system's operat­
ing ability. 

"Four out of five tmits 
ai·e now working beautiful­
ly," said Condit. "The fifth 
(which feeds the foyer) is 
most likely a different 
problem," that building 
maintenance supervisor 
John Kuczek is working 
with Paul Voiland of 
Deerfield Valley HV AC to 
rectify. 

Finance committee chair 
Don Gibavic repeated his 
comment from last year 
that if the libra1y had 
installed a standard oil or 
gas fired boiler, they would 
not have been experiencing 
such expensive mainte­
nance problems. 

Wentworth said protests 
last yeai· to restore funding 
for the Western Mass 
Regional Library System 
had failed to save the 
regional office, which had 
shared materials and 
resources for small town 
librai'ies on this side of the 
state. As of July 1st, 2011, 
the state employees who 
deliver interlibra1y mate11-
als to all local librai'ies that 
are members of the 
CWMARS system - three 
times a week in Leverett's 
case -will be replaced with 
di'ivers from a p11vate con­
tractor. Wentworth said she 
is hoping se1vice will not 
diminish. She lamented the 
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loss of the professional 
development workshops 
and grant funded programs 
tailored to the needs of 
small libraries that the 
WMRLS had focused on. 
The bookmobiles that pro­
vide regulai· supplemental 
mate11als to the libraries' 
permanent collections ai·e 
also a thing of the past. 

Highway department 
supe1visor Will Stratford 
said, aside from employee 
COLAs, he intends to level 
fund his budget from last 
yeai·, with one other excep­
tion. "I was afraid to level 
ftmd gas and diesel," 
Stratford told the select­
board. He penciled in a 
question mark for that line 
item, but said it would like­
ly grow by at least $2,750 
from last year's $22,250. 

Selectboard chair Rich 
Brazeau noted that 
Governor Patrick was 
attempting to get a multi­
million dollar Chapter 90 
bond approved to assist 
cities and towns with high­
way and b11dge projects. 

Any added infusion of 
Chapter 90 funds would be 
welcomed, Stratford said, 
as, "We have a section of 
No1th Leverett Road from 
No1th Leverett Center to 
Moores Comer that needs 
to be repaired," along with 
a section of Montague 
Road from town hall to the 
Leverett Elementary 
School, and culve1ts and 
catch basins on Shutesbwy 
Road that need to be 
replaced. He added that 
bridge abutments on 
Dudleyville and Teewaddle 
Hill Road need work this 

see LEVERETT pg 11 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

BY JANEL NOCKLEBY 
On Monday night, mem­
bers of the selectboard 
signed a letter of suppo1t 
for an application to the 
Solarize Mass Program, 
offered by the 
Massachusetts Depa1tment 
of Energy Resources. 

Green Community 
towns such as Montague 
are eligible to apply to 
"implement a commtmity­
wide solar photovoltaics 
(PV) program," according 
to a memo from town plan­
ner Walter Ramsey. The 
memo continues: "Up to 
four Green Communities 
will be selected via lotte1y 
to receive assistance to 
market the installation of 
solar PV panels on residen­
tial and small commercial 
buildings. If awai·ded, the 
Mass Clean Energy Center 
will mai·ket the program 
locally and issue an RFP 
for the selection of at least 
two solai· installation com­
panies ( one offering a 
direct ownership model 
and one offe1mg a leasing 
model to customers) to 
focus their efforts on 
aggregated purchasing of 
equipment in the commu­
nity." 

If Montague is picked 
to paiticipate, "The result 
will be substantial incen­
tives available to install PV 
systems on Montague 
homes and businesses," 
Ramsey said. 

The Department of 
Energy Resources' pilot 
program is an effo1t to 
"achieve a larger goal to 
have 10,000 homes and 
small businesses statewide 
powered by solai· energy." 
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Also energy related, 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio repo1ted the 
perfo1mance contract with 
Siemens Building 
Technologies to achieve 
energy savings in town 
buildings is progressing. 
Perhaps there will be a new 
boiler for town hall by 
August. 

Wanted: Faimers! Fans 
of farmers! Fans of food! 
Biz savvy folks! You! The 
town of Montague needs 
more active members in 
two committees. Town 
planner Walter Ramsey is 
hoping an upcoming fomm 
will lead to the resta1t of 
the Montague agi'icultural 
commission. Local agi·i­
cultural issues will be on 
the agenda on Thursday, 
March 24th at 7 p.m. in 
town hall, featuring 
Margaret Christy, director 
of special projects at 
Commtmities Involved in 
Sustaining Agriculture 
(CISA), and Pete 
Westover, from the 
Massachusetts Depai·tment 
of Agi'iculture Resources. 

Selectboard chair Pat 
Allen said an agi'icultural 
commission would pro­
mote "local faim related 

goods and se1vices and 
help resolve fa1m related 
problems and conflicts and 
also protecting farmland 
and natural resources." She 
added, "It's more than just 
fa1mers who might be 
interested in the commis­
sion." 

Meanwhile, the 
Montague Economic 
Development and 
Industrial Corporation 
needs more board mem­
bers. The EDIC has been 
instmmental in past town 
planning adventures 
involving the industrial 
park, and is currently 
investigating how the for­
mer Cumberland Farms 
building at Second and 
A venue A should be used 
to foither the revitalization 
of Turners Falls. Allen 
summed up the role of the 
EDIC as "a quasi-govern­
mental organization for the 
purpose of implementing 
local economic develop­
ment projects." Please 
send letters of interest to 
Ramsey at town hall, 1 
Avenue A. 

Want to join town meet­
ing? Nomination papers 
are due by 5 p.m. on March 
24th for all precincts. 

Countdown To Closure 
And a Green, Nuclear Free Future 

Monday, March 21st, 7:00 p.m. 
Centre Congregational Church, 

193 Main Street, Brattleboro. 
March 21st is exactly one year before the scheduled 

shutdown of the Vermont Yankee nuclear power 
plant. This event will feature speakers Dr. Arjun 
Makhijani and James Moore. Music provided by the 
Green River String Band. All are welcome. Suggested 
donation of five dollars. No one will be turned away. 
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Acacia Author at 
Leverett Library 

scale, and with 
some real world 
complications 
and politics." 

Durham's first 
novel, Gabriel! 

BY KATE FITZGERALD -
"Acacia is the book I wanted to 
write before I die," said 
Shutesbury novelist David 
Anthony Durham at a talk at the 
Leverett Libraiy on Mai·ch 2nd. 

Although Durham has previ­
ously been recognized as a 
writer of historical fiction, he 
credits the fantasy genre with 
fostering his love of reading. 

"I read fantasy as a kid and 

SIDFTING from pg 1 
quality professionals. 

Franklin County Solid Waste 
Management District director Jai1 
Ameen called the regulato1y 
chai1ge, "rather confusing and 
unbelievable." 

Ameen confumed, "Last year, 
changes were made in statut01y 
lai1guage elinlinating DEP's role 
in evaluating environmental data 
for trash, constiuction and debris 
processing, organic composting 
and solid waste handling facili­
ties including incinerators." She 
explained, ''The local boards of 
health have always been in 
charge of pe1mitting, but the DEP 
has had to write a repo1t after 
evaluating suitability require­
ments for each site. My concern 
has been, as soon as a town struts 
hiring an engineering fum or 
environmental consultants you're 
looking at $150 an hour lllllli­
mum, and towns will ve1y quick­
ly exceed the ainom1t that is set 

an adolescent," Durham 
remembered. "Fantasy taught 
me to read, and to love reading. 
It was ve1y much a gateway for 
me, and I think it is for an awful 
lot of people, including a lot of 
litera1y writers who seem to 
forget that." 

Acacia delves into a world of 
Durham's own creation, though 
it pulls in thematic elements 
one might compare to cun-ent 
world events. It tells a story of 
the toppling and reinvention of 
an ancient, oppressive empire, 
riddled with co1rnption. For 
Durham, whose first two novels 
are so rooted in histo1y, the 
inclusion of complex, substai1-
tive themes, including military 
occupations and dmg abuse, 
was no coincidence. 

"I wanted to tap into some of 
the enthusiasm for imagined 
worlds, but to do it on a large 

by regulation," for technical fees 
towns cai1 chai·ge to proponents. 
Ameen calculated that fee - to be 
adjusted for inflation - at about 
$7500. "My understanding is 
towns cannot exceed that 
amount," she said. 

Ameen noted the same regula­
tory change took away the DEP's 
oversight role for 50-ton-a-day or 
less solid waste sites once they 
ai·e up and mmling, and gave that 
responsibility to local boai·ds of 
health as well. 

"On one level," said Ameen, 
"it's totally ridiculous to have a 
town pe1mitting and enforcing 
regulations on itself. Towns will 
sta1t letting things slide because 
there's nobody watching any­
more. There's a chance for things 
to backslide environmentally." 

Ameen said smaller towns that 
do not have a full time health 
agent would probably also feel 
compelled to hire ai1 outside 
environmental consultant to 
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Story, published by Doubleday 
in 2001, is set in the 1870s ai1d 
follows the relocation of an 
African American family from 
the east coast to mral Ka11Sas. 
The title character, a disgmn­
tled teen, mns away from his 
family and sets out on his own 
on the American Frontier. 
Gabriel '.s-Story was a New York 
Times Notable Book of the yeai· 
in 2001. 

Walk Through Darkness, 
published a year later, follows a 
mnaway slave, ai1d the man 
hired to track him, on a ha1rnw­
ing journey from Ma1yland to 
Pennsylvania. Comparisons 
have been drawn between 
Durham's first two novels, ai1d 
Durham himself describes them 
as being "in the saine vein." 

In 2006 however, Durham's 
writing took an unsuspected 
tum. With the publication of 

oversee their transfer stations on 
such DEP mai1dated criteria as 
reasonable quantity and type of 
materials handled, fire suppres­
sion, sanitation, and the like. 

"The other pait of the change 
is if a ti·ash hauling company 
comes in and wants to put in a 
new ti·ansfer station, less than 50 
tons a day, then the entire condi­
tions compliance enforcement 
falls on the towns themselves," 
Ameen addedd. "The DEP is no 
longer is in control and the 
MEPAprocess may not apply." 

Cohen raised the specter of the 
Diemand & Bennett constiuction 
and debris dump that operated 
from 1988 - 99 in Wendell. 
Though pe1mitted by the local 
boai·d of health, it operated wider 
the oversight of the DEP, and yet 
eventually began sliding towai·d 
the Millers River, requiring a 
remediation effo1t that exceeded 
a million dollars in cost. The 
operator declared bankmptcy, 

Pride of Carthage, Durham 
abandoned the 19th century 
American backcountry for 
Ancient Rome. In this recount­
ing of the second Punic War, 
Durham gives personality and 
soul to the historical figure 
Hannibal. Durham, who has 
long been fascinated by the tale 
of Hannibal, caine up with the 
idea for Pride of Carthage 
when he was an undergrad at 
the University of Maiyland. 

"I thought it would be great 
to read a good novel about 
Hamlibal," he said. "And I still 
felt there wasn't one written." 

The release of Pride of 
Carthage also marked the 
beginning of foreign success for 
Durham's writing. The contract 
for Pride of Carthage was sold 
overseas one month after it was 
sold in the states, though the 
book had not yet been written. 

"It was a little disconce1t­
ing," Durham admitted. "They 
knew that they liked my writing 
from my first couple of books, 
but they didn't find the African 
American subject matter to be 

and DEP eventually picked up 
the tab for stabilizing the site. 

The chai1ge in oversight from 
the DEP to town boards of health 
would sllield the state from liabil­
ity if such a sequence of events 
were to occur in the future, 
Cohen warned. 

He's not the only one won1ed 
about that possibility. 

"I ain very concerned about 
liability issues that could arise for 
towns from the problems that 
could a11se in the future," as a 
result of the regulat01y change, 
said representative Steve Kulik, 
(D-W01tllington) on Wednesday. 

Kulik intends to meet with 
DEP commissioner Kimmell 
next week to raise the issue, and 
is working with legislative col­
leagues to rescind the change in 
regulation and "put tllis back 
with the DEP where it belongs." 

Kulik said the amendment 
was introduced on the Senate 
side, and he had not been awai·e 
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large enough to take on." 
However, Durham's success­

ful jump from the American 
frontier to the war-ridden land­
scape of ancient Rome afforded 
llim the freedom he needed to 
break into the fantasy genre. 

"After Pride of Carthage, 
my editor said, "You can do 
whatever you want now." I had 
written myself out of ai1y box. 

Since book one of the Acacia 
trilogy was published in 2007, 
Durham's fantasy writing has 
been enthusiastically received 
by critics and readers. The first 
book has been translated into 
seven languages, and was a 
willller of the John W. Campbell 
Award for Best New Writer of 
Science Fiction ai1d Fantasy. It 
was also one ofKirkus Reviews 
Ten Best Works of Fiction in 
2007. He followed that with 
Other Lands in 2009. 

The Acacia trilogy is set to 
conclude this fall, with the 
release of the third and final 
novel: The Sacred Band. Pick 
up Durham's work at a libra1y 
or book seller neai· you. 

of it when the budget passed last 
year. "It was one of those minor 
techilical changes which has 
tm11ed out not to be llllllor or 
teclulical. It has much bigger 
rainifications." 

Kulik added, "Now that this is 
more widely known, tllis is sun­
ply not justifiable, especially for 
smaller commmlities that lack the 
expe1tise and the financial ability 
to do this. The legislature should 
put this back iI1 the domain and 
responsibility of the DEP." 

Gill town admi1listrative assis­
taI1t Ray Pm1ngton raised another 
point. "This could lock us into 
curbside pickup forever, because 
we can't afford to hire the pros to 
handle site assessment," on a 
ti·ansfer station or compostiI1g 
facility. 

''What do we have state gov­
enunent for, if not to handle 
issues that ai·e too big for 
us?" demai1ded Cohen. II 
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TONER & INK JET~------.:.---=s 

CARTRIDGES 
As Good If Not Better 

Your LOCl\l ~olar Energy Experts 

- _\'~Jsi_ -
[-="'.:......_~_,....!;G~RE~E;!!N!!FIE~L~D~'-~,/~::-J' 

SOLHR STORE 
413•772•3122 

Aav~ V0-t, n &: Im~ 

New England's 
Recitmbent 

Headquarters 

413-863-3556 
88 T/,ird Strr,•1, 
1i,mm foils, Mil 1/1376 

Electric Bikes 
starting at $499.95 

Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 
413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

Order 011line at w1viv.BasicallyBicycles.com make the web work for your business 

Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
41 3-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda 1s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 
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A Trip to the Cottage 

River Laune, Killorglin, Counry Kerry 

BY DAVID BRULE drawer where I could find it 50 
KILL0RGLIN - Well, maise, years later. 
and isn't it the trnth, when these So by '82, I set off to Ireland, 
days in the middle of March roll detennined to find the house and 
around, that we all sprout a bit of the relatives from whence the let­
the Green, think wistfully back ter came. 
on om grandmothers ("Ah, you The town in the address 
Yanks all have an Irish grand- tm11ed out to be lovely. Down the 
mother," a Dubliner once most road from Killamey, you come 
sarcastically said to me), and upon Killorglin, looking a bit 
don't we conjme up at least a like Millers Falls actually, with 
thatch-roofed cottage some- its bridge at the foot of the hill 
where back in om DNA? leading up to the center of town. 

Not being one to tum green But mtlike Millers, Killorglin 
once a year, I detennined back in has managed to thrive, with more 
'82 or'83 to make use of a scrap pubs than you can shake a stick 
of paper up in the drawer of this at, a modem post office, and 
old house. That scrap was an restamants a-plenty. 
address, and it was on a letter Of comse the Celtic Tiger was 
addressed to my - you guessed it good to it, but I have to tell you 
- Irish grandmother, from her that now these days the Tiger has 
own Aunt Hannal1 back in Keny. gone bust, with Ireland coming 

It an'ived here at this house in apa1t at the seams once again, 
the 30s, pleading for clothes and renewing the cycle of poverty 
cast-off ga1ments, mittens for and inunigration. 
the men of the family out fishing But Killorglin does have its 
on Dingle Bay. The return place as the sta.Iting point for the 
address said simply: Heffernan, tom'isty Ring of Keny, and the 
Douglas-Killorglin, County madness of the Puck Fair in 
Keny. August, so I'm thinking the peo-

Now, om family here had no pie there will not have to res01t to 
clothes to spare the II'ish cousins, living in holes in the ground and 
it was dming the Depression you feai'ing the English lai1dlords as 
know, but the letter was put in the past 500 years. 
away and made its way up to the That first visit of 1nine - long 
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ago now - was an emotional 
event indeed. Once I fom1d the 
fainily farm, it took a bit of con­
vincing for Maiy, a big woman 
in her 70s, to let me in the door. 
She had mai11ed into the clan, 
but after I told her the connec­
tions with old Aunt Haimah and 
my own grandmother's m1cles, 
Tim ai1d Dai1, she finally accept­
ed to welcome me as genuine. 

She was the one herself who 
had taken care of old Dan after 
his return from America via 
Millers Falls, with both Tim and 
Haimah following him over to 
the States ai1d back. That was the 
begi1ming of yearly tI'ips to the 
homestead for me, and sn·ong 
ties to the remaining fainily there 
of Maiy, her sons Pat and Jainie. 

The cottage itself from which 
the ancestors had set out was on 
the edge of the faim, abai1doned 
by then for a newer stucco house 
with modem conveniences. 
Nevertheless, entering the old 
place for the first time, moving 
about the empty kitchen and see­
ing the heaith ai1d fireplace, I 
was sent spiraling back one hm1-
dred ai1d fifty yeai·s. 

That was then, back in the 
80s. This past summer, that is in 
2010, I fom1d myself out on the 
far end of the Dingle Peninsula. 
It was to be a stonny day, with 
the Blasket Islands fading in and 
out of the fog, ai1d Mount Eagle 
behind us with its wreath of 1nist 
rolling ai1d swirling about 500 
yai·ds up its sides, so there was 

tied wider tl1e towe1111g peaks of 
Macgillicuddy's Reeks. I have to 
tell ye at this point, that it's not 
often you ai·e the one to write the 
last pai-agraphs on two centm'ies 
of a fainily's sto1y of snuggle 
ai1d immigration, but I had a feel­
ing that tllis day I would have to 
witness that. I was pretty sme 
what was waiting for me at the 
cottage. 

The Heffernan clai1 had come 
into Keny from County 
Tippera1y back in the early 
1800s, and settled in a fa1ming 
disti'ict called the Dubhghlais 
(ti·ai1sfonned into Douglas by the 
English), probably named for its 
black clay-like eaith. By 1890, 
great-grandfather Jaines was 
ready to join the flood of otl1ers 
leaving for a better life in 
America. But before leaving, he 
ai1d his sister Julia man'ied into 
ai1other fislling ai1d failning fain­
ily from the village, the Teahans. 

Jaines and llis new wife 
B11gid Teahan Heffernan set off 
from the cottage in 1894, and 
made their way from New Haven 
to Ha1tford, where B11gid died, 
quite yom1g still. Their daughter 
Haimah, my grandmother, was 
sent off to Millers Falls where 
the other Teahaiis had settled. 
Not ai1 mmsual sto1y of immigra­
tion. 

The 01tly new twist is the one 
that put me back tl1ere, standing 
in front of the old cottage tllis 
day, fom generations after the 
Americai1 st01y begai1, and who 
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knows how many generations of 
the clan before that. 

Well I have to tell ye that the 
cottage I got to know twenty 
yeai-s ago is now a shainbles, 
walls still stai1ding but barely a 
stone on a stone as the saying 
goes. The slate has slid from the 
roof, ai1d the rain comes in on the 
kitchen and the adjoining room 
where past generations had lived. 

The last two of the fainily, 
Jamie and Pat, bachelor faimer 
brothers, had grown up here 
before moving into tl1e new stuc­
co house yeai·s ago witl1 their 
mother, leaving the old home­
stead as a bai11 for tl1e hay ai1d 
the calves. And now the brothers 
are gone too, tl1e last of the clan 
ai1d the name in these paits. 

But the cottage still sta.I1ds for 
all that, and the rest of us have 
put down roots in Ame11ca fom 
generations back already. The 
family was n·ansplanted into new 
soil ai1d there ai·e many of us 
now all over the com1tiy, even 
though the home from wllich we 
caine is abandoned ai1d empty. 

Ah, but the roses there are a 
grand symbol of all this. In spite 
of all the brambles ai1d thorn 
bushes growing up to block even 
the front door of the old place, 
there's a fine rose bush planted 
long ago, ai1d it'll not be denied 
its place in the rai·e sun. It's now 
growing higl1 to the edge of the 
roof, and the swallows living in 
the rnins of the eaves don't mind 
a bit. Dia anseo isteach ! 

no seeing the top of it. The roil- ------------------------
ing sea was a dark gray-green Limited first-run printing, 
and blue, with white ga1mets here now! 
plm1ging knife-like, javelins into Call Lyn to reserve your copy: 
the water, going after mackerel 413-863-4779 
and sprats corning in on the ris- $20 - ($22.50 for home delivery) 
ing tide. So with the t'undery Proceeds will benefit 
showers and stonns promised all (Ebie ~ ~llll® 
day, it was cleai·ly a day for a 
di'ive over to the old cottage. West Along the River will be 

I headed down the twisty road available at the Great Falls 
from Slea Head, through Discovery Center and at 
Dm1quin, ai1d down to Dingle tlllJt JRontqu.t iupomr office 
Town. Then along the bay road 
through towns with lovely naines in Turners Falls, and at the 
like Anascaul, Lispoole, Inch, Franklin Grocery in Ervingside. 
Castlemaine to Killorglin, nes- Don't miss it! 

le1111nd H O P E & 0 L I V E 
• fan,, fresb C;;ggs 
• W!,ofe ~oastir,g C!,i,~er, 
,pgf Pie~ 
• HgroeMede $oupG 
• l>esserts 

rroduds Vary Wee~ly 

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to S p.m. 
Closed Sundays 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

for Change 
'Fresfi 'Foor! <Forever/ 

Llani Davidson 
Home Vegetable Garden 

Consultation and Installation 

P.O. Box 35 
Montague MA 01351 
413-267-0047 
localgardcusforchaugc.com 

SERViNG HOME GROWN 

FARM1 iNspiREd Food & DRiNk 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

PHONE 413 774 3150 

PC/ MAC REPAIR 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

NETWORKS & 'THE CLOUD' 

OPEN M0N•FRI 9•7, SAT9•5 

345 MAIN ST. 
GREENFIELD, MA 

413-475-3727 

MYSMAIITCOMPUTl!II.COM 

Qr:ci Jol,11rw11. CQrnQfm 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
413-f'h'3-l)7S6 • Gerijohn,oni•Reallor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cerlifled Residenti1.I SpedalislJ 

Onlr 4% of .ill REALTORS hold rllis presligiOJS deignoton. 
The CRS is my fudge of ex~rtiseand iour shield 01 
assurance. Put your trust in the best to get thr job done. 
~her ooying, selling or referring, al\\'il)'S choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO yrm~ c~ nf"'llrN". 

66 French King Hwy., GiJI 

RESIDENTIAL 
& SMALL BUSINESS 

•;•s■-111;,- (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO~ 

-. 
We Speciala.e In Impossible Deadlines! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774-3500 I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

print'ng t:r .. and -n 1ine c::ervkes: 

copycatprintshop.com +' 
UP TO THE MINIITE TECHMOLO<.Y 

OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
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PROGRAMS 

Oi•:l't■W Children ages 4 - 6 Child MUST be at least 4 yrs of age~ the 
start date of the program Proof of age will be required at time of registration 
When: April 23 - June 4; Saturday Mornings 
Pees: Early Bird Registration Fee: l'vfontague Residents= $25, Non-residents= $30 
(Last Day of Early Bird Rates; Fri , April 1) 
Regular Fee: Montague Residents= $30, Non-residents= $35 

Registrations after Friday, April 1 
""'1t~"'U"'U,.,lli""l ... •r.lr.:il-.ttl"'i""""•"":l"\.1....i:i"':l .. i,.l-11 Grades 1 & 2 (1st Graders must have played at 
least one season of Tee-Ball to be eligible to play) 
When: April 23 - June 4; Saturday mornings 
Pees: Montague Residents = $35, Non-residents = $40 

(Fees include hat, shirt & pants) 
""1t~"'u"'u"lli,...l""•"l ... :il"ti""tl"'i""'&ii...,..1J..,i""'i..,:l"i,.I"'~ Grades K - 2 We recommend Kindergarten 
players start with Tee Ball before playing Rookie Ball 
When: April 23 - June 4; Saturday mornings 
Pees: Montague Residents = $35, Non-residents = $40 

(Fees include hat, shirt & pants)! 
""'9"'":L'i"""t•"'~t,_l,..l"':ii.,.tt=1 ... i"'S:"'~""u"=i""i,..:l..,il..,11• Girls Ages s - 12 yrs (Proof of age required) 
Who: 8 yr olds must have turned 8 before June 30, 2010 

12 yr olds must not tum 13 ~June 30, 2011 
When: Early April to mid-June 
Pees: Montague Residents = $55, Non residents = $60 

(Fees include hat, shirt & pants) 
Registration Deadline: Friday, April 9 

'.\" . BABYSITTl'.\"G C orRSE Youths ages 11 - 15 
When: Wednesday,June 15 &Thursday,June 16; 5:30 pm- 8:00 pm 
Pees: Montague Resident = $40, Non-resident = $45 

•-------R-e .... gistration Deadlines: Friday, June 10 
f,:bniiiil«ill:ii."1.t1li1 Session II 
When: Saturday mornings: April 2 - May 14 
Pees: Montague Residents= $40 00 Non Residents= $45 00 

Contact MPRD to receive Pre-requisites for Each Swimming Level 
Registration Deadline: Friday, March 25 

C FAMILY PROGRAMS 
... ,) Peter Cottontail's EGGstravagama 

• Saturday, April 23 • 1 :00 pm 
Unity Park, First Street, Turners Falls 

Children ages 4 to 12 
Pace painting, egg coloring, a bake sale, pictures with 

~~~~~,( Peter Cottontail, and our 6th Annual Egg Hunt with 

~\~~~k~ 7~,approximately 5,000 candy and toy-filled eggs 
:2 ~ RAIN OR SHINE! --

BTKERQDEQ 
Saturday, May 14 
1 :OOp111 - J:<JO }Ill 

ADULT PROGRAMS 
ADULT Co-ED "B" Softball League 

ASA sanctioned. 
Who: Adults; Ages 18 & Up 
Pees: $490 00 per team (Softballs= $40/doz) 

- 1bis is an umpired league 
Registration Deadline: Friday, April 15 
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The selectboard asked the 
finance committee to return 
with recommendations at the 
March 28th selectboard 
meeting, when the selectboard 
would make a decision on 
where to set the COLA, and the 
town's share for employee 
health insurance. 

Board member Eugene 
Klepadlo, who receives wages 

from WENDELL pg 6 
not guarantee savings from the 
standard utility pricing scheme 
(based on an average of the spot 
market price), would take effect 
only after approval at a town 
meeting. Wholesale electricity 
delive1y would remain as is, 
through National Grid. If the 
program is approved, eve1y 
resident would be included in the 
aggregate plan, unless they 
deliberately chose to opt out. 

Town and Swift River School 
custodian Larry Ramsdell told 
Aldrich that clean up after a 
recent town hall event was 
shoddy, with chairs scattered 
around the room. Selectboard 

from the town as a firefighter, 
recused himself from the COLA 
discussion, but pa1ticipated in 
the insurance benefits 
discussion. 

The selectboard and finance 
committee also questioned tree 
warden William Lemieux about 
his expense budget request. 
Lemieux explained he hires a 
tree company to cut and trim 
trees, and over the six or seven 
years he has been tree warden 

members tried to recall what 
group had left the hall in that 
condition. One of the chair racks 
was buried in snow between the 
town hall and the police station. 

The selectboard called an 
executive session to discuss the 
discipline of, or hear complaints 
against a public official or 
employee. 

They resumed meeting in 
open session with three members 
of the finance committee, chair 
Michael Idoine, Jim Slavas, and 
Doug Tanner. 

The finance committee is 
working on paying off the town's 
building loan early to save 
interest and the cost of the annual 
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the cost of a tree cutting crew 
has increased from 
approximately $400 per day to 
approximately $1000 per day. 
He said he could use double the 
FY' 10 and FY' 11 expense 
budgets of $6,000, but the 
requested sum of $8,500 would 
be a step in the right direction 
for FY'l2. 

The selectboard and finance 
committee agreed to go 1111 
with that higher number. II_~ 

audit required by the United 
State Department of Agriculture. 
But the money to pay off that 
loan at the last annual town will 
revert to free cash when the fiscal 
year· ends June 30th. It may be 
rolled over, put into a designated 
stabilization fond, or invested in 
a CD with a rate almost equal to 
the USDA interest. 

Town treasurer Carolyn 
Manley does not want to pay off 
the loan unless she can pay it 
completely. 

The finance committee has 
yet to determine a 
recommendation for an 
affordable cost of living 1111 
allowance for employees. II_~ 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE WENDEil POUGE LOG on New Salem comes into his yard and has 
twice impregnated his dog. 
Referred to dog officer. 
Monday, 3/7 

Ice Hazards, Unwanted Visitors Road. No 
personal 

Thuaday, 2/24 Falls and involved only one injury. Towed. 
12:06 a.m. Domestic vehicle. No personal injury. 9:02 p.m. Unwanted person 
dispute at a Lockes Village Montague police handled. escorted from Depot Road 
Road residence. 2:30 p.m. Report of one car residence. Assisted by State 
Friday, 2/25 accident on Depot Road. Police. 
2:24 a.m. Report of two car No personal injury. Towed Satwday, 3/5 
accident on Wickett Pond from snow bank. 6:23 p.m. Locke Hill Road 
Road. Accident was on Saturday, 2/26 resident reported a 
Montague Road in Millers 2:45 p.m. One car accident neighbor's dog constantly 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE Gill POUGE lOG Tuesday, 3/8 

Road Washout, Missing Property ~t~~Y su6j·;;~ 

Monday, 3/7 7:55 a.m. Deer versus car on Boyle Road missing 
6: 15 a.m. Assisted with accident at Pisgah personal property from his 
traffic control on Route 2 at Mountain Road and Route home. 
Chappell Drive for washed 2. Wednesday, 3/9 
out roadway. 2:lOp.m. Missing motor 2:33 p.m. Suspicious motor 
7:10 a.m. Tractor trailer vehicle from yard of elderly vehicle parked on side of 
unit stuck at intersection of subject on Boyle Road. roadway on Pisgah 
Route 2 and Main Road 5 p.m. Assisted Erving Mountain Road. 
attempting to turn onto the police with motor vehicle Thursday, 3/IO 
Gill-Montague Bridge. accident on Route 2. 8:30 p.m. 9ll call on Main 

2: IO p.m. Road boss 
reported a section of 
Wickett Pond Road closed 
due to ctJvert washout. 
Wednesday, 3/9 
5:43 a.m. Responded to 
house alarm on Jem1ison 
Road. All OK. 

Road. Disturbance quelled 
on arrival. 
Friday, 3/IX 
ll:35 p.m. Loose animals in 
roadway on North Cross 
Road. Secured same. 
12:10 p.m. Suspicious 
motor vehicle on Grist Mill 
Road. 
Saturday,3/12 
3:30 p.m. Animal complaint 
from business on Main 
Road. Animal secured. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

·•Paving 
• Excavating 
~ Demolition 

• Power Sweeping 1 

• Landscaping 
• Seal Coating 

-::-.!. Septi alls 
413. 772.2155 

cell: 325.5596 
WVf,w.,barlowpavingexcavating.com 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

@ GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Linda Ackerman 
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
413-863-4316 
www.greenfieldsavings.com 
Member foe ■ Mi!rrlhe.r O!F 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding , Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM :f,. 
l~endell, MA ~• ?!"' 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Counlie.s,"'\:r ,{.J~ 

G?.f.f.NFIELO Local 
H,,Wl-t.~S CO~PERm~f EXCHANGE 

~C>onecl51noelj]D Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

Since 1895 

0/1. the Common 
Gmmfield, Jvlassnclmsetl$ 

T11rm:rs Fulls, 1Vfos.rac:/111sl'lls 

McCarthy (413) 774-4808 

FUNERAL HOME Juhn C. Davis 
www.11,crnr1h11f1111t•ratlw111c, .• ,1,11 Dif,ector 

BIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
,.. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10¾ SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PECTIOH STATIONl HO~ 13051 

DOLAN & 0
1

01::AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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from LEVERETT pg 7 
season. 

Staitford said a 2000 1 ton 
tmck needs replacing next year at 
a likely cost of $60,000, with 
sander, while the 1998 single axle 
dump tmck with 100,000 "hard 
miles" on the odometer would be 
on the schedule for replacement 
the year following, at a probably 
cost of$120,000. 

He said the installation of a lift 
at the highway department had 
allowed his crew to more easily 
and safely maintain the smaller 
vehicles and police cmisers this 
year. 

Staitford said level funding the 
tree warden account for another 
year, "just wouldn't cut it," with 
the number of trees needed 
removal by town roads, and the 
rising cost of contracting for that 
service. The selectboard agreed to 
up the line for the tree warden's 
budget by $6,000, to $18,000, to 
give the town the ability to pay for 
six more days of tree work. 

Before moving on to other 
town business, selectboard mem­
ber Peter d'Eirico asked board 
chair Rich Brazeau (Julie Shively 
was absent), "Do you want a 
budget hearing on the region?" 
He was refening to the regional 
school budget, which features a 
3.5% increase in the Leverett 
assessment this year. 

'Tue last time we met, we said 
we felt OK with it," responded 
finance committee chair Don 
Gibavic. 

'Tue town is feeling pinched 
by 3.6% increases in the budget," 
said d'EI11co. 'Tue world is dif­
ferent than it's been in the last 10 
years." 

Brazeau said, 'Their budget is 
up about 1 %. Because of the way 
our [student] population is, 
[Leverett's assessment increased 
relative to] Pelham and 
Shutesbury's. One percent, I 
think, is modest." 

Without a hint of irony, finance 
committee member Nancy 
Grossman said, "Health insurance 
is killing everyone." 

D'Enico concluded this back 
and fo1th on the school budget by 
saying, "I'll let it go, ifl'm in the 
minority. We're being told by our 
own school system - 'Why are we 
insisting on level funding?' We've 
asked town departments for level 
funding. I think it's a fair point." 

The region has in fact voted a 
budget number of $28,212,931, 
according to Leverett school com­
mittee chair Farshid Hajir, a 
reduction of $37,519 (or 0.1%) 
from last year. This lower number 
will b1ing down Leverett's FY'l2 
assessment slightly, but will still 
result in a 3.5% increase over last 
year's assessment. 

In other news, the selectboard 
gave town administrative assis­
tant Maijie McGinnis the go­
ahead to explore the cost of 
installing "on our dime" central 
air conditioning at town hall, to 
replace window air conditioners, 
as pait of ongoing work with the 
town's energy services contractor, 
Siemens Building Technology, to 
install a new efficient heating sys­
tem in the building. 

The state's Green Repair pro­
gram's requirement to include an 
ai·chitect and project manager for 
the elementaiy school roof and 
window repair and replacement 
project has increased the total cost 
of that project by roughly 
$100,000. The total price tag will 
now nm to about $532,000, with a 
bit more than 51 % of the cost 
reimbursed by the state. 

A special town meeting to vote 
on one a1ticle - whether to 
approve the spending for the win­
dow and roof project - will be 
held on Tuesday, March 22nd, at 
7 p m. at the elementaiy school, 
with a walk-through of the build­
ing at 6:00 p m. to look over the 
project area. A quonun of 75 vot­
ers is needed; and a two-thirds 
majority required to approve the 
spending. If the aiticle passes, a 
debt exclusion vote will follow on 
Saturday, March 26th, from 8 
a.m. to 1 p m. in the town hall to 
fund the measure. 

II 
Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
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from BOUNDARIES pg 3 
ber from downtown Turners -
presently Precinct 5) said if 
Montague City and downtown 
Turners were put together in one 
precinct, that precinct "will still 
have the lowest turnout." 

Voting percentages for 
Precinct 5 and 6 ( downtown 
Turners and Montague City) 
tend to lag behind the rest of 
town, and the percentage of reg­
istered voters in renter-heavy 
downtown Turners is always the 
lowest in town. 

Referring to the proposed 
reduction in the number of 
precincts, Jeanne Goh·ick 
(Precinct 2) asked, "Does the 
state require us to do this?" 

"No," replied Bourbeau, who 
said the selectboard must first 
approve the plan, then town 
meeting must also endorse it, 
and then the legislahll'e will 
have to pass a special act to for­
malize the change. She added, 
"The General Comt will proba­
bly want to see a townwide bal­
lot vote," before passing the 
necessa1y special legislation. 

Still, Bourbeau said, those 
steps, followed in sequence, 
would allow the town to have 
the reduced number of precincts 
"in place by the last day of 
2011," in time for a new elec­
tion of a totally new slate of 
elected town meeting members 

in 2012. 
"Along with the precinct 

change," said Bourbeau, "since 
our town meeting reps are 
involved, we also have another 
consideration. Are we going to 
keep 126 [precinct representa­
tives] or shrink it down? The 
last couple of years we have had 
trouble getting a quomm," at 
some special town meetings, the 
town clerk noted. Montague has 
kept the quonun for town meet­
ings at 64 - half the elected 
members - for the duration of 
the nearly five decades it has 
used a representative town 
meeting fo1m of government, 
although Precinct 1 's John 
Reynolds pointed out a quonun 
was not required by state law, 
and some towns do not require a 
quomm for town meeting either. 

Boutwell said, "We usually 
have about 70 - 80 show up 
tops," out of the 126 elected 
members. Bourbeau said there 
are generally about 20 inveter­
ate no shows, many of whom 
get re-elected every three years 
without opposition. She said she 
would consult with counsel to 
craft wording to stipulate that 
chronic no-shows would be 
dropped from the town meeting 
rolls after a certain period of 
time, or deprived of their 
incumbent stah1s after three 
years, in the proposed legisla-
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tion. 
Mentioning other areas for 

cost savings, Bourbeau said, "If 
we cut town meeting member­
ship in half, we don't have to 
feed eve1ybody. We don't have 
to mail to eve1ybody." 

She noted that p1-inting sepa­
rate ballots for six precincts 
( each with their own list of town 
meeting candidates) is an added 
cost to town elections that 
would also be reduced if the 
munber of precincts dropped. 

Pam Hanold (like her hus­
band, a representative for 
Precinct 5) said, "I think three 
precincts is a great idea. I'd 
rather see us go to something 
like 90 [town meeting reps] 
rather than cut it in half. I think 
there's a real value in having 
broad democratic participa­
tion." She said each of the three 
precincts could elect 10 mem­
bers a year, and the town should 
"consider revisiting it in three or 
five yeai·s" to see how the new 
system was working. 

Bourbeau said there were 
presently two seats open in 
Precinct 1, two in Precinct 2, 
seven in Precinct 3, two in 
Precinct 4, three in Precinct 5, 
and seven in Precinct 6, 
although the deadline for town 
meeting candidates to hll'll in 
ten voter signahll'es from their 
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HIGHllGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUGE lOG tody. Investigated. 
11 :07 p.m. Domestic distur­
ba.nce on G Street. 
Investigated. 

Neighbor, Domestic, General Disturbance 
10:39 p.m. 
Domestic dis-
turbance on 

Thunclay, 3/lO Saturday, 3/l 2 Montague City Road. Verbal 
6:40 p.m. Neighbor distur- 2:21 a.m. Suspicious auto on 
bance on Unity Street. Peace Second Street. Investigated. 
restored. 9:40 a.m. Domestic distur-
Friday, 3/U bance on Avenue A. Services 
10:52 a.m. Default warrant rendered. 

assat t an attery. 
11 :30 p.m. Drug, narcotics 
violation on Grand Avenue. 
Investigated. 

9:49 p.m. Motor vehicle 
theft at Third Street 
Latmdromat. Report taken. 
l 0:24 p.m. General distur­
bance at the Rendezvous on 
Third Street. Protective cus-

warning. 
11:01 p.m. Hit and nm acci­
dent at Montague Grange. 
Report taken. 
Sunday. 3/13 
12:04 a.m. Summons issued 

or opera­
tion o a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license. 
12:46 a.m. Fight at 
Montague lrm on Federal 
Street. Services rendered. 
2:24 p.m. Recovered motor 
vehicle on Carlisle Avenue. 

Monday, 3/14 
5:51 a.m. Report of assatJt 
on L Street. Protective cus­
tody. 
10:43 a.m. Suspicious other 
at Shea Theater on Avenue 
A. Services rendered. 
6:09 p.m. Trespassing on 
Bernardo Drive. Services 
rendered. 
Tuesday, 3/15 
1:35 a.m. Suspicious person 
at Basically Bicycles on Third 
Street. Investigated. 
10:55 a.m. Fight on Second 
Street. Services rendered. 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller - owner 
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ACTING from page 1 

away to war - that if he did not 
come back she should forget 
about him and find somebody 
new. 

The audience knows right 
away that she's been true, and 
the playwrights leave no room 
for doubt that the couple will 
reunite by play's end. The only 
question is how much fun we'll 
have getting them back into 
each other's arms again. 

A lot. 
The hotel is going broke, and 

the only thing that can save it is 
a favorable review - not from a 
flashmob on Facebook - but 
from some ink-stained wretch 
scribbling for the Mush/in 
Guide. Knowing the Mush/in 
reviewer always shows up in 
disguise, the hotel staff agrees 
to help Beatrice by putting on 
their finest faux French airs and 
doing their darnedest to impress 
each and every guest who 
arrives with thatje ne sais quoi 
that spells distinction. In this, 
they fail utterly. 

The cooks - played by 
Kayleigh Tum and Alicia 
Hathaway - make mincemeat 
of the soupe de poisson in a 
frenzy of paste puffery. The 
string quartet - Mackenzie 
Emery, Jasmine Richotte, Ali 
McKenna, and Jessica Gaines -
stomps about in cowboy boots 
and mangles the moonlight 
sonata. The Irish maids - the 
excellent Sarah Crowell and 
Fallyn Adams - can't keep the 
brogue out of their bonhomie. 
And the over-achieving athletic 
director - Sam Letcher - more 
frenetic than French, simply 
cannot take a laissez-faire 
approach to the lazy guests. 

All of this takes on a high 
speed, slapstick air of hilarity 
as those guests start arriving -
the quarrelsome artist twins -
Angel Renaud and Maggie 
Sroka - the depressed parents 
with their analytic children -
Jesse Langknecht, Rachael 
Dillenback, Hayley Black and 
Zach Demars - the Texas 
rancher and his showgirl floozy 
- Ken Keo and Heather 
McKenna - the grumpy grand­
pa and his put-upon grand­
daughter - Corban Mailloux 
and Lauren Grimard - and start 
tossing rapid fire repartee back 
and fo1th with the hotel staff. 

Wonderful star turns are pro­
vided by Jolina Blier - the oft 
manied dowager trying to find 

a husband for her literary niece, 
Natasha Vaughn, and Jesse 
Langknecht, playing an 
inspired second role as the 
speech-impaired Mr. Grumble 
Rumble. 

Distracted by Langknecht's 
Boston accent, Blier winds up 
marrying him, after a droll 
scene in the beach cabana 
sparks passion in the unlikely 
couple, and Vaughn (who has 
quite a set of pipes, by the way) 
finds a love match in the hotel's 
winsome athletic instructor, in a 
tour de force perfo1mance by 
Letcher. 

Vaughn is not the only young 
star who wowed us with her 
singing ability. Lauren Grimard 
emerged from her put-upon role 
pushing gramps around the 
stage in a wheelchair with a 
stunning rendition of "Easy for 
You to Say," making us wish 
we had heard more from her. 

And let's not forget the 
young imps, Alyson-Rose 
Kilanski and Nevan Shath1ck, 
who play the O'Banions' high 
spirited children. They are won­
derful, and have the knack of 
speaking (and shrieking) in uni­
son that really makes you 
believe they are siblings who 
have grown up in each other's 
company. 

At the center of all this activ­
ity is Martineau, the cool-in-a­
crisis matron of the Average 
Hotel, who tries to keep her 
head amid the frivolity and 
wildly proliferating subplots. 
All the time she is yearning for 
her husband, Boisvert, who, as 
we have said in years past, is so 
good on stage he makes every­
one around him look even bet­
ter than they ah'eady are. Soon, 
too soon, the stmdered couple is 
retmited, and the comic hijinks 
come to an end. But not before 
the audience had fallen entirely 
for the players - and the play -
harder than any of the finely 
delineated characters on stage 
had fallen for their mates. 

Bravo to Mirin and his tal­
ented cast and crew for making 
something wonderful come to 
life out of whole cloth, rather 
than recycling the same old 
musicals we've seen too many 
times before. And for bringing 
home the realization that there 
is simply no need for anyone, 
anywhere, to put on airs. 

In a town like Turners, we 
love you just the way Ii~ 
you are. 11._~ 
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SOLAR from page 1 
the same time. 

"In 2009, I generated 2.4 times 
more energy than I needed," said 
Clarke, inte1viewed before leav­
ing for a New England Solar 
Energy Association conference in 
Boston last week. 

"I haven't done the numbers 
completely from 2010, but I was 
a little more extravagant." Still, 
even with some longer hot show­
ers and a couple of days running 
what passes for an air conditioner 
at her house in the heat of last 
summer, Clarke said she generat­
ed more than double the amount 
of energy she used to heat and 
light her home in 2010. 

"I enjoy not wasting things. I 
enjoy being efficient with time 
and resources. My mother grew 
up on a faim. You just don't 
waste shrl'f." 

Clai·ke explained her "all elec­
tric" 1152-square-foot house uses 
no fossil fuels and bums no 
wood. 

"We have four types of renew­
able energy being generated," she 
noted, ticking off the specific 
applications of photovoltaic ener­
gy, solai· hot water, passive solai· 
design with the1mal mass, and a 
thermal air panel. 

Due to the excellent rebates 
that were available when Clarke 
built her home (state and federal 
rebates available for installing 
solai· energy ai·e changing con­
stantly), builder Bick Corsa said 
the financial payback for Clarke 
could come as quickly as three to 
four years from the day she first 
moved in. 

"Add up all the upgrades we 
put in: the double interior walls, 
the insulation, the foam beneath 
the concrete slab, the solai· hot 
water and the photovoltaics, and 
subtract the cost of a convention­
al heating system in a code built 
house, and you come up with an 
added cost of about $12,500," 
said Corsa. He included in this 
calculation the favorable rebates 
that were available to Clarke, 
building in Montague in 2008, 
which reimbursed her nearly 
$31,600 of the total cost of the 
$40,000 5-kilowatt photovoltaic 
panels she installed on her roof. 

Clai·ke said rebates ai·e not as 
favorable now. 

Corsa also noted that a typical 
fainily of three would use more 
energy than a single, energy­
thrifty person like Clai·ke uses 
living alone. But Corsa said even 
with average energy use, and 

with today's rebates, a fainily 
building a new home to the same 
standai·ds could expect to save 
back the cost of the extra renew­
able energy investments within 
ten years. These savings would 
accrue while at the same time 
producing surplus non-fossil 
fueled energy for the grid and 
cutting down almost entirely on 
home greenhouse gas emissions. 

Besides the solar photovoltaic 
anays on her metal roof, Clai·ke 
also depends on two solar hot 
water panels to provide hot water, 
with a small electric back-up 
heater to boost the temperature as 
need be. 

A thermal air panel sits on the 
side of the house next to front 
door and blows hot air into the 
house. It plugs into a wall socket, 
and in the winter the sun is at a 
perfect angle to heat up that 
panel. "Once it gets to be 80 
degrees in the box, it starts blow­
ing hot air into the house. When 
it's colder outside, there's less 
cloud cover, and on clear, cold 
days it just pumps hot air in right 
when you want it." 

In addition to these feahll'es, 
Clarke points out, "The house 
uses a passive solai· heat.ing style 
of ai·chitecture, with three major 
elements: triple-paned south fac­
ing windows, super-insulated 
walls and ceiling, and a the1mal 
mass in the fo1m of a concrete 
slab floor to hold the heat gained 
from the sun." 

Corsa said passive solar 
design for New England had 
matured since the early experi­
ments in the 1970s - when 
builders often lined the south 
sides of struchll'es with floor-to­
ceiling glass, causing homes to 
overheat in the day, and cool 
down too quickly at night due to 
heat loss through poorly designed 
windows. The windows on 
Clarke's south side ai·e no differ­
ent in outward appearance from 
typical windows. They come 
from Canada. 

''The Canadians have figured 
out you want different types of 
windows on the different sides of 
your house," explained Clarke. 
"On the n01th, east, and west 
sides, I have triple-paned win­
dows with argon gas between 
each of the layers, and they have 
an invisible metal glazing that 
helps prevent heat loss. On the 
south side, they are still triple­
paned, but they have a different 
struchll'e and chemistiy. They 
harvest the heat." 
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American companies are 
catching up on window design 
now, Clai·ke said. 

The double interior walls of 
the house are packed with 12 
inches of blown-in cellulose 
(grotmd-up newspaper), and the 
attic is even more heavily insulat­
ed with about 36 inches of cellu­
lose. 

Corsa said the six-inch layer 
of foam he used beneath the con­
crete slab is ext111ded polystyrene 
- a compromise, but one he is 
willing to make despite the 
embedded fossil fuel energy that 
type of foam represents - because 
of its excellent insulating value 
between the eaith and the con­
crete. 

Clai·ke said there is no danger 
of off-gassing from the foam, 
sealed beneath the concrete, or 
indeed from almost any other 
product in her super-insulated 
home. No pesticide laden pres­
sure-treated building materials, 
fo1maldehyde pressboard or 
polyvinylchloride wall or counter 
top coverings were used in her 
home's construction - although 
PVC plumbing pipes are present. 

Her house is shaded on the 
east and west sides with decidu­
ous trees. When the angle of the 
stm is higher, on the hot days of 
summer, Claike said, "My house 
was 65 - 72 degrees dtll'ing the 
heat wave. I ran the air condition­
er two half days when my mom 
came to visit." She said, "I want­
ed to make sure it worked." 

Her air conditioner is achially 
a super-efficient air source heat 
pump. It plugs in, and takes ener­
gy out of the air, and using a 
refrigerant creates hot or cold air 
as needed. "It only cost $2,000. 
For eve1y BTU that goes in, it 
gets 2.4 BTUs of energy out," 
said Clai·ke. "It's fantastic. They 
keep making them much more 
efficient. We're going to see more 
and more of these in the next few 
yeai·s. You can run the whole 
thing off of a wind hll'bine or off 
solar panels." 

A wind tlubine is one item 
Clai·ke did not choose to install at 
her new home. "I'm making 
enough electi'icity for two houses 
ah'eady." She is in the process of 
filling out the paperwork to have 
the utility company transfer the 
credit for that excess power to 
pay for the utility bill of a rental 
house she owns in Alnherst. 

Clai·ke said people do not have 
to build a new building to take 
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Are glu­
cosamine and chondroitin good 
for arthritis? 

Arthritis is inflammation of 
the joints. Osteoarthritis is the 
most prevalent form of the condi­
tion. An estimated 27 million 
adults in the United States live 
with osteoarthritis. 

You get osteoarthritis when 
ca1tilage - the cushioning tissue 
within the joints - wears down. 
The disease affects both men and 
women. By age 65, more than 50 
percent of us have osteoarthritis 
in at least one joint. 

Osteoa1thritis can affect any 
joint, but it usually strikes those 
that support weight. Common 
signs include joint pain, swelling, 
and tendemess. 

Treatments for osteoa1thritis 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 13 

THE HEAlTHY GEEZER: 
Can Supplements Help to Relieve Arthritis Pain? 

include exercise, joint care, diet­
ing, medicines and surge1y. For 
pain relief, doctors usually strut 
with acetaininophen, the medi­
cine in Tylenol, because the side 
effects are minimal. If acetainino­
phen does not relieve pain, then 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
dmgs (NSAIDs) such as ibupro­
fen (Advil) and naproxen (Aleve) 
maybe used. 

Many people say glucosamine 
and chondroitin can relieve the 
symptoms of osteoa1thritis. In the 
United States, glucosamine and 
chondroitin are sold as dietary 
supplements, which are regulated 
as foods rather than dmgs. The 
annual sales of the supplements 
around the world are a.bout $2 
billion. 

Glucosamine and chondroitin 
are two molecules in joint caiti­
lage. Treatment with these sup­
plements is based on the theory 
that consuming them may speed 
the fo1mation of new caitilage. 
There is no proof that glu­
cosamine and chondroitin help 

fo1m new caitilage. 
However, there are sh1dies 

indicating that the supplements 
relieve pain better than placebos. 
The pain reduction found in these 
shrdies was similar to results 
obtained by NSAIDs. However, 
NSAIDs have side effects includ­
ing gastrointestinal bleeding. 
Glucosamine and chondroitin 
have few side effects. 

While there are indications 
that glucosamine and chondroitin 
have pain-relieving qualities, the 
supplements have yet to pass a 
test that would qualify them to be 
a primaiy treatment for 
osteoa1thritis. More reseai·ch is 
needed, but recent shrdies are 
wo1th noting. 

In one shldy, the combination 
of glucosamine and chondroitin 
did not provide significant relief 
from osteoa1thritis pain among 
all paiticipants. A total of 1,583 
people with an average age of 59 
paiticipated in the sh1dy. 

However, for a subset of par­
ticipants with moderate-to-severe 

pain, glucosamine combined the researchers concluded that 
with chondroitin provided statis- glucosamine and chondroitin 
tically significant pain relief appeai·ed to do no better than a 
compai·ed with placebo. About placebo in slowing loss of carti-
79 percent had a 20 percent or lage in osteoaithritis of the knee. 
greater reduction in pain com- Another impo1tant sh1dy was 
pai·ed to about 54 percent for done by Dr. Peter Juni of the 
placebo. Reseai·chers said these University of Bem in 
findings need to be confumed in Switzerland, and Dr. Andrew 
further sh1dies because of the She1man at the University of 
small size ofthis subgroup. Miaini. 

This research was furrded by For this shldy, the investiga-
the National Institutes of Health tors analyzed the results of 10 
(NIH). Researchers led by randomized clinical trials involv­
rheumatologist Daniel Clegg, ing more than 3,800 patients with 
M.D., of the University of Utah, knee or hip osteoaithritis. They 
School of Medicine, conducted found no clinically relevant effect 
the four-yeai· sh1dy known as the of chondroitin, glucosamine or 
G 1 uc osamine/ chondroi tin both taken together on joint pain. 
Aithritis Intervention Trial at 16 "We need to look more close-
sites across the United States. ly at these over-the-cmmter med-

The GAIT sh1dy included an ications that claim to be panaceas 
additional inquity to investigate and may not be giving us our 
whether these supplements could money's worth," She1man said. 
diminish stmchll·al damage from Should you try the supple­
osteoarthritis of the knee. At the ments? Not without consulting 
end of the ancillaiy sh1dy, the your personal physician. 
team had gathered data on 581 If you have a question, please 
knees. After assessing the data, write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

Art at the GM Senior Center weekly one dollar fee for paper, paint 
retarder, the use of brushes and mis­
cellaneous related items. The ses­
sions run from 1 to 3 p m. on 
Tuesdays. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH -
David Stmd began another art class 
at the Gill-Montague senior center in 
Tmners Falls on Tuesday, March 
15th. Stmd welcomes anyone inter­
ested in exploring, or continuing to 
hone their skills at painting or draw­
ing. It is not necessary to be a 
Tmners Falls or Montague resident. 

Paiticipants who painted tmder 
Stmd's direction in the past rehuned 
enthusiastically to continue their pas­
sion. Those with experience encour­
aged beginners. 

the fi.mdamentals of mixing colors. 
To those interested in drawing, Stmd 
offered tips on developing methods 
of sketching, line drawing, shading, 
sources of art supplies and instruc­
tion books. 

He even offered tips on illustrat­
ing a cooking recipe, for a fohll·e 
cookbook, to show a cook weaiing 
an Easter kielbasa bonnet while 
jumping rope with a super-size kiel­
basa. Stmd did not request a copy of 
the recipe. 

All too soon the first session was 
over and it was time to pack up. Stmd 
encouraged paiticipants to practice 
as much as they can to develop their 
skills. He welcomes new people to 
join the classes. The senior center 
number is 413-863-9357. 

Mari!Jn Zelwith foreground works on a 111atercolor, David Sund, 
standing, instructs Barbara Mose!J and Carl F.omboletti 

Stmd began by introducing begin­
ning painters to the color wheel and 

The cost for the six weeks session 
is $10 for Gill and Montague resi­
dents and $15 for others. There is a 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LEVERITT POUGE LOG Road. Vehicle towed by Rau's. 
Monday, 2/28 

- rear ended a van accident scene and reported 
being involved in a collision 
east of the accident scene with 
a large SUV type vehicle. SUV 
left the scene without exchang­
ing any information. No 
injuries, road icy. Under inves­
tigation. 

~ Identity Theft, Ice Hazards 
Monday, 2/7 7:45 p.m. North Leverett Road 
5:35 p.m. Motor vehicle stop resident reported someone 
on Long Plain Road Issued used her credit. Identity fraud 

7:45 a.m. Accident on 
Shutesbt Road. Car vs. town 

- while attempting to stop 
~e above accident scene. 
Road icy, 110 citations issued. 
8:00 a.m. One car accident on 

• investigation.. Report taken, 
r bank notified. 

co • e wi asan er • en y 

-- of the Leverett 
~tartment. Road 
extremely icy, no citations 
issued. Both vehicles left under 
their own power. No injuries. 
8:00 a.m. Two car accident on 

~-~ embank-g d Friday, 2/25 
insurance. Vehicle towed. 2:45 p.m. Report of a car dan1-
W cdnesday, 2/9 aged by a falling tree at a Cave 
5:05 p.m. Assisted with a Hill Road residence. 

ment while attempting to stop 
at the above accident scene. No 
injuries. Road extremely icy, no 
citations issued. 

2:35 p.m. Motor vehicle stop 
on Shutesbtiry Road. Officer 
issued a criminal citation to 

motor vehicle accident 011 Sunday, 2/27 
Leverett Road in Shutesbury. 10:57 a.m. Report of a disabled Shutes bu Road. 7:50 a.m. 

-approa e Thunclay, 2/24 motor vehicle on Long Plain 

GMEF Awards $3,535 for 2011 Spring Grants students will learn about owl charac­
teristics, their habitat, and their food. 

replace many favorite books. In con­
stant circulation, the books show wear 
and tear over time. BY JOYCE PHILLIPS 

GILL-MONTAGUE - The Gill­
Montague Education Fund (GMEF) 
board has awarded 11 out of 15 pos­
sible grants for spring 2011. The proj­
ects funded must enrich and support 
district goals and curricula, demon­
strate a strong connection to 
improved student learning, specify 
clear goals, and include an implemen­
tation plan and an evaluation process. 

"It is always very challenging to 
make our final decisions," said Sandy 
Miner, president of the GMEF 

The spring round of grants include: 
• a choreographer for the 

TFHS/GFMS musical, supporting 45 

students for their spring play. 
• projects for students at grades 7 

and 8 using clay, glaze, pottery 
wheels, and kiln. 

• a community service trip to 
Kentucky - with transportation for ten 
high school students. Students will 
have the opportunity to compare and 
contrast their community with the 
community in Kentucky. 

• an Exhausting science project. 
The grant provides equipment for 26 
TFHS students to study carbon diox­
ide emissions from cars, providing an 
understanding of human impact on 
the global carbon cycle. 

• Eyes on Owls. Gill Elementary 

• investigating renewable and 
non-renewable energy sources, with 
Montague Elementary 5th graders 
and a guest instructor from the 
Hampshire Education Collaborative. 
Students will look at simple genera­
tors, solar collectors, wind mills, and 
water wheels, to incease awareness 
of the effect of their carbon footprint. 

• a Pioneer Valley Symphony 
Orchestra concert. All 77 fourth grade 
students from Montague and Gill will 
hear, first hand, the instruments that 
make up an orchestra, after complet­
ing the symphony curriculum. 

• "They Love them to Pieces" This 
grant will allow the TFHS librarian to 

• a Montague Elementary 3rd 
grade trip to Old Sturbridge Village. 
The social studies curriculum will 
come to life for 60 students visiting a 
replica of an early Colonial village. 

• a TFHS Mural Project. Two cur­
rent events classes and a painting 
class will team up to allow 32 high 
school students to paint murals in the 
cafeteria, incorporating art from differ­
ent styles and regions of the world. 

• a program for Children as 
Environmentalists, to allow Montague 
Elementary students from preschool 
to grade 5 to "study junk." The art cur­
riculum will be tied with the annual 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

s,wdoJizii,g ln all O$pt'ffl ol Lnw anti~ Mrrinf•norn,. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 

JOE PARZYCH ILLUSTRATION 

"Source to Sea· clean up project at 
the Connecticut River. The culminat­
ing activity will be the spring art show 
titled, "Who Are We? Renaissance." 

To date, the GMEF has awarded 
more than $64,800 in enrichment 
grants enhancing students' basic cur­
riculum with technology, science, art, 
music, and physical education. 

To raise funds for the GMEF, plans 
are underway for the 7th Annual Gala, 
"The Golden Era of Rock 'n' Roll" fea­
turing The Memories, celebrating 25 
years of performing the music of the 
1950s and 60s under the direction of 
band leader (and retired Holyoke 
police officer) Joe Canata. Tickets for 
the Gala will are available now at the 
GMEF website - www.thegmef.org. 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 

removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 
Residen!ial & Commerrial - luRv /muted Office Hours by Appointment 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 (413) 774-9919 
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GO GREEn rnm11Y Squared, a company that installs 
photovoltaic panels, to do some 
workshops with the Green 
Pioneers. I've been able to get 
some funding for this program, 
and am working now with some 
educators on a yeai·-long cmricu­
lum that can be introduced in 
public schools," Jane explained. 

with barely contained excite­
ment. 

Episode 49: 
The Community Challenge - The Results, Part 2 

"Very exciting, Ruby. And 
thank you for mentioning Rising 
Tides," Scott said. "Whether we 
agree with this organization's 
tactics or not, Jayden and Alex's 
pa1ticipation in the protests 
organized by Rising Tides repre­
sents another strategy for work­
ing together for a greener world." 

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB­
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
"Next, let's hear from Jane 
Robbins-Levine, who is working 
with not one, but two different 
organizations. Why don't you 
explain how you ended up 
involved with Green Teams and 
Green Pioneers, Jane?" 

"I am convinced the future of 
the earth is in the hands of our 
children," Jane began, "and that 
it is absolutely critical that we 
give them the tools and skills to 
be creative problem solvers, to 

BIOMASS from pg 1 
Massachusetts' policies with 
those of other states, prompting 
requests for the Patrick adminis­
tration to focus less on what its 
neighbors were up to and more 
on the distressed planet. 

"When it's necessary today to 
take giant steps for our smvival, 
we hear proposals for incre­
ments," said one unidentified 
speaker. 

Cash was greeted by news of 
an effort by a coalition of 
statewide and regional groups, 
including Massachusetts Forest 

AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

Turners Falls: 2 Bdrm, 2nd 
Floor, newly renovated, garage 
parking, $600/mo. + util. 
1st/last. References. 

Also: 3 Behm, 3rd Floor, newly 
renovated, garage parking, 
$600/mo. + util. 1st/last. 
References. Lisa 522-3853. 

The Country Players present 

Neil Simon's 

London Suite 
Foiu- Comedies in Four Acts 
with Foiu-Di.rectol'S: 
Crul Erikson, JeITi Higgins, 
David Peck and Sue Shedd 

ask the right questions and con­
duct research to find answers to 
slow down climate change. So I 
joined Green Northampton to 
help educate chilch·en in elemen­
tary schools in Northampton. 
Then, I discovered all the things 
Ruby was doing, and decided we 
really needed to join forces. 
Ruby-would you like to talk 
about Green Pioneers?" 

Ruby Tinker, who wasn't a 
panelist, rose from her seat in the 
audience. "I decided to strut this 
organization, 'Green Pioneers,' 
for kids who want to leain how to 
do things themselves-to build 
winchnills and plant an organic 

Watch, ARISE for Social Justice, 
Concemed Citizens of Franklin 
County, Stop Toxic Incineration 
in Springfield, Massachusetts 
Environmental Energy Alliance, 
Concemed Citizens of Russell, 
Biofuelwatch, and the Biomass 
Accountability Project pushing 
for a three-year moratorium on 
biomass electricity projects in the 
state. The coalition is calling for 
the state to continue a moratori­
um on issuing renewable energy 
credits or air quality permits for 
biomass plants, and to issue a 
statement that biomass buming is 
a threat to public health. 

Cash, undersecreta1y for poli­
cy in the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs (EEA), was a skillful and 
humorous presenter. He pan­
tomimed broadly to depict a 
missing slide and, at a challeng­
ing moment, broke off ''to get a 
chink" (of water). He described a 
set of initiatives that in most 
places in the USA would be uni­
versally hailed as ambitious -
state-sponsored measures aimed 
at "lowering energy costs, 
increasing energy independence, 
growing clean energy jobs and 
reducing emissions." He outlined 
measures for more energy effi­
cient buildings, electricity supply 
and transpo1t and said these poli­
cies would reduce the state's out­
put of global warming gases by 
around 20% and also save 
money. 

In financial terms, "A $2 bil­
lion investment," he said, ''will 
yield a $6 billion savings." 

Cash spoke of 6,000 to 12,000 
anticipated new jobs in clean 
energy, plus 36,000 "induced" 

garden and make bike paths, 
things like that. And then all 
these people wanted to help, like 
my brother Alex and Jayden 
Baitlett and the other members of 
this organization called Rising 
Tides. They encouraged me and 
my friends to do a presentation 
for the Gill-Montague school 
committee, and Jayden's dad 
helped put up a website. Then 
Jane Robbins-Levine got teach­
ers to teach us what we want to 
leain and money from a founda­
tion to pay them," Ruby said. 

"Yes, I aiTanged for a wind 
energy engineer from UMass, 
and a representative of PV 

jobs, predicted price parity 
between grid and photovoltaic 
electricity "in around five years," 
and touted four gigawatts of pro­
posed new wind electricity gen­
eration, which he said would 
"equal all the coal-fired plants in 
Massachusetts." 

The 2008 Global Warming 
Solutions Act was passed to cur­
tail the state's output of gases that 
ai·e destabilizing the climate, so 
questioners homed in on a seem­
ing paradox. The achninistration 
openly suppo1ts several biomass 
projects and includes biomass in 
its green energy options eligible 
for subsidy, yet the 2010 
Depa1tment of Energy Resources 
commissioned Manomet Study 
concluded the four biomass 
plants the state is considering 
licensing would emit more, not 
less, global warming gases than 
even coal plants, hithe1to consid­
ered the worst technology in 
terms of climate effects. 

The subsidies and suppo1t for 
biomass appeared to some to 
contradict the state's own scien­
tific conclusions and policies. 

Cash responded that 
Massachusetts is alone among 
the 50 states and the federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in acknowledging that 
biomass is "not cai·bon neutral" 
and cited the process of review 
that is unde1way. He did not 
explain how the Patrick achninis­
tration justifies its Ctll1'ent favor­
able position on biomass. 

Several rose to criticize 
Cash's agency for failing to 
require an environmental impact 
repo1t (EIR) for either the pro­
posed Greenfield or Springfield 

''I'm guessing you surprised a 
few people with your ideas and 
determination, Ruby. What are 
your plans going forwai·d?" Scott 
asked. 

''We're going to meet with 
some people at the 
Massachusetts State Depaitment 
of Education to talk about having 
classes and projects for sustain­
ability in all elementaiy schools. 
And next week I've been invited 
to go on Oprah to talk about 
Green Pioneers," Ruby added, 

wood bmning facilities. Cash 
said the emissions levels project­
ed for the plants fall below feder­
al guidelines and do not trigger a 
Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act review. A second 
request was recently filed for an 
EIR for the Springfield project, 
based on that city being an 
"Environmental Justice" com­
munity, disadvantaged in all four 
categories considered. 

Geoff Brown, a nurse from 
South Deerfield, said, "The plant 
closest to licensing is located in 
the poorest of the communities 
that were tai·geted for biomass." 

He said Springfield, where 
Palmer Renewable Energy would 
build, "is also the community 
with the lai·gest minority popula­
tion." 

The correlation, he said, 
between asthma and the so1ts of 
pollutants the Springfield plant 
will emit is clear. He said he and 
other ''working people... are 
spending their time resisting the 
proposed Greenfield biomass 
plant." Essentially, he said, the 
Manomet Study is being ignored 
and the subsidies offered, "so 
more kids in Springfield can get 
more asthma. 

Brown asked Cash for advice 
on how to head off this apparent 
injustice. "What can we do to 
achieve some effect?" Cash's 
answer was to paiticipate in the 
public hearing on April 5th in 
Springfield. 

Claire Chang of Gill said the 
first 20% of greenhouse gas 
reductions are "ice cream - get­
ting to 80% is the real challenge." 

Cash, a former Amherst 8th 
grade chemistry teacher, repeat-

Simons & Simons Ill Abodt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

con-.,111w sales & serv1,e 

♦♦♦ 
Later, when the ballots were 

counted, Scott annotmced the 
winner of the Commtmity 
Challenge: 

"Our audience has chosen 
Jane Robbins-Levine and Ruby 
Tinker. Congratulations to Jane 
and Ruby! 

Next issue... The Go Green 
Family winners! 

Continued next issue ... 

edly praised the "excellent 
points" speakers were making, 
but despite his personable manner 
did not reveal his personal posi­
tion. He was cai·eful not to sound 
anti-business. He blew the hom 
for Massachusetts for creating the 
Green Communities program, 
which now has 55 towns and 
cities hying to live up to II 
that designation. ■ 

"""" 
SOLAR from pg 12 
advantage of some of the efficien­
cies she has incorporated in her 
Montague City power house. ''We 
know we're going to see energy 
costs go through the roof. If 
you're going to be in your house 
for a while, one of the smaitest 
investments you can make is to 
really insulate it well and get a 
comprehensive plan for upgrad­
ing it so you can be less dependent 
on fossil fuel energy." 

WMECo credits Clarke 
between five and six cents per 
kilowatt hour for the excess ener­
gy she produces, as compai·ed to 
the 18 cents per kilowatt hour res­
idential utility customers pay to 
WMECo. New regulations allow 
Clai·ke to extend that credit to any 
other WMECo customer. Clai·ke 
said the beneficiaiy could pay the 
individual power producer back in 
cash, although the utility compa­
ny itself will not pay cash for the 
excess power produced. 

In any case, the numbers do 
add up. Corsa said, ''In all of 
2009, Clai·ke used 1959 kilowatt 
hours for her own needs, and pro­
duced 4,892 kilowatt hours from 
the photovoltaic panels. She's 
sending 60% back to the II■ 
grid." 11_~ 

We've Moved! 
Phone: 413-863-5447 ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 
Thomas G. Simons (1942-2009) Find us at: 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury --------

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

Domestic, Asian & European Ron Kelley, owner 

~J' ,~r r '' 
J; ,, 

Eagle Automotive 
14 7 2nd Street. Turners Falls 

(413) ~24-~111 
Engine Light 
ABS/Brake Light 
SRS/Alr Bag Light complete Car and Truck Repair 

151 Avenue A, Turners Falls! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

Turn your computer troubles punrue ~ 

AUTO RATES GOING UP? 
We forecast a flurry of 

DISCOUNTS! 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls 

E N T Thrive Show featuring Ginevra 
Fitzgerald Bucklin-Lane, Anna 
Burnham, Brittany Bruce, Michele 

North Hadley Congregational 
Church: Profound Sound Voice 
Studio, 4 p.m $ GREENFIElD 

~A.VU~~ 
CINEMAS 

EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY night 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 3rd 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Told and Retold: Art 
Exhibit by the Pocumtuck Valley 
Memorial Association/Memorial Hall 
Museum. Art created by Northfield 
Elementary School students. 

THROUGH SUNDAY MARCH 27th 
Barnes Gallery, Leverett: Peace 
Talk. Art is the Childnren's Voice, 
Exhibit of Iraqi Children's art. 
Reception on Sundy, March 6th 4 to 
6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: St. Patty's Day, 
Bombogenesis, bluegrass, new 
acoustic with some good old Irish 
drinking tunes thrown in, 8 to 10 
p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls Curly_ Fingers DuPree's 
annual Saint Patty's Day bash, 7 -
11 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Shag, 7 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Paddy's 
Ramble, Celtic, roots, rock, 8 p.m. 
Free. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Keeping the Oceans 

z 
Q 
~ 
~ 

Christle, Hannah Brooks Motl, 
Brooke Brown Saracino. A monthly 
show of readings, music, and per­
formances, 4 
p.m. Free. 

~ Deja Brew, 
~ Wendell: 

'TM>-"'-''i=;""i:;.=---g Steve Crow, 
- 8 Peter Kim & 

"' J o e 
~ Fitzpatrick, 

acoustic trio -
Shipshape, a talk on marine conser- w a r p e d 
vat1on biology, 7-9 p m. Free. Americana, 8 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th and 25th 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19th and 
26th 

to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: Pili 
Theatre Company presents 

Syrup: One Sweet 
Performing Arts 
Festival. Afternoon 
for families starts 
at 2 p.m. 
Followed at 7 p.m. 
by singer/song­
writer Lw Collins, 
and world 
renowned pup-

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Country Players present London 
Suite, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th 

Rebel Base, 
The Colonels, 
Free. 

MONDAY, 
MARCH 21st 

Ginevra Fitzgerald Bucklin-Lane is one of 
the featured performers for the Thrive Show 

on Sunday March 20th at 4 p.m. at the 
Thrive Project in Turners Falls, 37 3rd St. 

peteer Eric Bass 
from Sandglass 
Theater, Noho 
singer/songwriter 
Carrie Ferguson, 
cellist Wayne 
Smith, humorous 
songs from 
Jonathan Mirin, 
actor Court 
Dorsey. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lenny's 
Lounge, 7 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Josh Levangie 
& The Mud, Blood & Beer Band, 
singing all your Johnny Cash 
favorites, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Salvatore Baglio and Bird Mancini, 
experimental indie pop rock, 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Velocity, 9:30 p m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Leah 
Randazzo Quartet, 9 p m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19th 
Barton Cove, Gill: Join Northfield 
Mountain naturalist Kim Noyes 1 to 
3 p m for this two mile leisurely 
hike. Participants aged 10 and 
older will observe the first flower of 
spring, search for nesting eagles 
and explore the rich geologic, natu­
ral and cultural history of Barton 
Cove. Pre-registration is required 
for this free program by calling 800-
859-2960. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Rockit 
Queer, the dance party, 9:30 p m 

Burrito Rojo, Turners 
Shockazoba, 8 pm 

Falls: 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Rock 201, 9:30 p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House, 
Old Wendell Town Hall: Primate 
Fiasco, Richard Lent, Fingerstyle 
solo guitar, and Joe Laur, original 
songs and guitar, 7:30 p.m. 

Leverett Town Hall: Sue Kranz and 
Ben Tousley will bring their uplifting 
voices and sweet harmonies to the 
Echo Lake Coffeehouse, 7 30 p m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
T Jay, pop rock/jazz/funk, 8 p m 

Montague Grange: Gender role free 
contra, caller Paul Wilde, music by 
Jeff Kaufman on mandolin and 
piano, Alice Kaufman on fiddle, Rick 
Kaufman on double bass, 7 - 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20th 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo, 
8 p.m. Free. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: And 
the Kids and the Pirates, Zombie 
Nurse, 9 p.m Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Greg Klyma, 
country, folk, Americana, story­
teller, 8-10 p m 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Dan, Kip and Shultzy from 
Curly Fingers DuPree host an 
acoustic open mic, 8:30 - 11 30 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls Connecticut River 
Atlantic Salmon Restoration 
Program and Fish Population 
Status Update, Ken Sprankle, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Connecticut River Coordinator will 
review the history of the modern 
Atlantic salmon restoration pro­
gram in the Connecticut River 
oas1n, 7 - 8.30 p.m. Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Span 
of Sunshine, The Ambiguities, 
Free, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett 
Anderson, renegade blues, 9 - 11 
p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne: Rupert 
Wates, acoustic jazz, 8 p m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 26th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Kristen 
Ford, Golden Elk, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Ottomatic 
Slim, Chicago style blues band, 9 -
11 pm 

Arts Block Cafe and The Pushkin, 
Greenfield: Upper Valley Music 
Festival, nineteen bands playing a 
wide variety of styles from rock to 
jazz, funk to Irish music, 12 p.m. to 
1 a.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne: Greg 
Koons, indie rock, 8 p m 

SUNDAY, MARCH 27th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls TNT 
Karaoke, 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love, 
singin~ all of your favorites from 
the 60 sand 70 s, 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Open 
mic, hosted by Dada Dino, 8 p.m., 
sign up at 7 30 p m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small 
Caps, A Night of Spoken Word, 
special poetry night menu avail­
able, bring a friend and your 
appetite, 7-10 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29th 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: 
Music Exchange! Bring your instru­
ment and play, practice, teach, 
learn, share. Led by Steve "Coolio" 
Koziol and a host of other experi­
enced valley musicians, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Free. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31st 
Rendezvous, Turners 
Housetop, swing. 

Falls: 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp, 
Country & City Blues Guitar and 
Vocals, 8 - 10 p.m. 

TII IIICI IIIH 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER 

Wtekt),~aftm: 

GREAT FAUS 
CREATIVE MOVEMENT 

Creative Movement for Kids -
Dance with your Toddler 
Mondays, 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 
Creative Movement for Adults 
Fridays, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

More detailed iefo, incl11ding rates at 
movementst11dio.wordpress.com. 

Contact / Regis_tration at 
st11dio.movemenK@,gmail.com. 

(413) 863-9576 
241bird St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

Main St. Greenfield. MA 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtines for 

Friday March 18th to Sun March 2oth 
PAUL R 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:40 9:10 
BATTLE:LOSANGELES 
PG13 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:40 9:10 
MARS NEEDS MOMS PG 
DAILY 12:!5 3:15 
RED RIDING HOOD PG 13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
THE ADJUSTMENT 
BUREAU PG13 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
RANGO PG 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:40 9:10 

Fine Wine 
Friday, 3/18 9 to 11 p.m. 

Josh Levangie & The Blood & Beer Band 

Saturday, 3/19 9 to 11 p.m. 

A Ton of Blues 

Sunday 3/20 8 to 10 p.m. 

Steve Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick 

Thunday, 3/24 8 to 10 p.m. 

Greg Klyma, Country-Folk 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 3/ 17 8pm FREE 
Paddy's Ramble 

lceltic/roots/rockl 

FRI 3/ 18 first! ® 7pm FREE 
Lenny's Lounge lcroonin!I 

then! 
SHAG 170s "light & easy." live!! 

SAT 3/ 19 9:30 $3 
Rockif Queer! 

ITHE dance party w. special guest 
DJs Greg 2000 & Kat Fytel 

SUN 3/ 20 9pm FREE 
Rebel Base / The Colonels 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

VIDEO GAMES ETC. 

~ 
Buy. Sell, Trade 

Todd Cousino 
Owner 

Games, Electronfos, aod More! 

229b Main St. 
Greenfield, MA 

01301 
~ 

New & Vintage Video Games 
and Machines. 

l,OOO's of DVD's 
Phone: (413) 772-0044 

E-mail: vgect@ynhoo.com 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 

' 

54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

c::::;J 
CHEVFla.ET 

Avalanche Colorado Suhurban Tahoe ~ulnox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard • - • - --- • 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

t!RSATIYS NAIRt!UTTING 
PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

/1111111, Wo,nen S. ~hffdHn 

~--~J'Nt'S ~ C~%-i 
Gift eetfifieates Available 

865-2022 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS-BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIESISLIDES­
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

lK 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

7/w ol~ w ?Vawl 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - Joyful 
signs of spring appear: the return 
of the red-winged blackbirds, 
the sighting of the first robin, 
early pussy willows in the 
swamp and the tiny green tips of 
daffodils amid the di1ty snow. 

The volume of bird song has 
strengthened. The titmouse and 
the Carolina wren call for a 
mate. The skunks are scenting 
the early morning air. Ah, 
spring! 

In the sunroom the seedlings 
of the cold crops thrive, whatev­
er the March weather, as long as 
it includes the sun. The small let­
tuces, beets and kale are a good 
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precincts to secure a spot on the 
ballot is not until March 28th. 

"How would the percentage 
of people attending town meet­
ing increase by decreasing the 
total number of town meeting 
members?" asked Pam Hanold. 

"We'd get rid of the dead 
weight that is not paiticipating," 
said Bourbeau. 

"Do we need to have repre­
sentative town meeting?" asked 
Peter Golrick, like his wife a 
representative of Precinct 2. 

Selectboai·d chair Pat Allen 
answered. "I thought that would 
be a good start to a charter com­
mission," she said, suggesting 
the town sepai·ate the question 
of open versus elected town 
meeting from the immediate 
proposal to reduce the number 
of precincts and town meeting 
reps. "There ai·e all kinds of 
things going on or not going on 
in town, ai1d it's time to take a 
look at the structure of the 
town." 

Reynolds said, "When I heai· 

inch and a half tall, with 
two sets of hue leaves. 
The roots are long and 
thin and competing for 
space in the two-inch 

, cells. They need to be 
repotted. 

For this first n·ans­
planting I have bought 
potting soil, a denser 
medium than the seed 
staiting mix. It will sur-
round the seedlings and 

stmcture better root and stem 
development. Potting soil will 
also be more nutrient rich for 
these seedlings, which no longer 
feed off their seeds. 

Although these baby plants 
look weak, they can be grasped 
gently, pulled from the soil and 
pressed fomly into their new 
home. They'll start in three-inch 
pots, one seedling per pot. 

After n·ansplanting, they will 
be watered from the bottom only 
with a ve1y mild mixture of liq­
uid fe1tilizer. My favorite is an 
emulsion of liquid seaweed. I'll 
begin with a ve1y mild mix of a 
capful to a qua1t of water. 

the words chaiter commission I 
think of Greenfield and I want 
to run the other way. This is the 
time. We don't need a ten yeai· 
study of town meeting." He con­
tinued, "We know we're not get­
ting good turnouts voting. We 
know we're not getting good 
turnout at town meeting. It rais­
es the issue - to study the gov­
ernment of our town - but I 
don't think we need a charter 
commission." 

Boutwell said, "I really 
haven't thought about a cha1ter 
commission or open town meet­
ing." 

Selectboard member Mark 
Fairbrother said, "Right now, 
tonight, I'm opposed to both of 
them." 

Sandy Jensen, the only citi­
zen who showed up to the hear­
ing who was not an elected town 
meeting member or town offi­
cial, said in a follow up phone 
call that he suppo1ted the pro­
posed changes. 

"I'm not really happy with 
the way the town of Montague 

Depending upon the readiness of 
the garden soil, these small 
plants will undergo one more 
n·ansplanting to a five-inch pot, 
so that I can place a small lettuce 
into the ground for harvesting in 
April. 

Suddenly, that doesn't seem 
so long to wait. 

At the end of the month it will 
be time to sta1t the sensitive 
crops like tomato, pepper and 
squash with the hope of planting 
in the garden at the end of May. 
If these plants are large, with the 
hint of blossom, we can look for­
ward to eating a beautiful, sun 
ripened tomato in August. 

It's a sh01t season, this toma­
to harvest, featuring one of my 
most favorite of the summer 
vegetables. 

Sadly, to my mind there is no 
way to preserve this pungent fla­
vor, at once sweet and acidic. 
The winter offerings in the store 
look pretty, but even the green­
house ripened varieties are bland 
and juiceless by comparison. 
The best, I think, are the sun­
dried tomatoes. Just a handful of 

is working," said Jensen, who 
applauded the hard work of the 
finance committee and select­
boai·d, but said he felt the school 
boai·d ai·gued too much and are 
not "solving the problem of 
spending money at the school." 

He said saving $1600 a yeai· 
by reducing the number of 
precincts may not sound like a 
lot of money, but it will add up. 

Jensen added, "I have a little 
problem with the Montague vot­
ing turnout." He said he always 
calls his neighbors on Green 
Pond Road to encourage them to 
go to the polls on voting day, but 
in the final analysis, "The peo­
ple who are going to vote are 
going to vote." It will not make 
any difference to those people 
whether their polling place is 
nearby or across town, Jensen 
said. 

Bourbeau said she would cre­
ate a space on the town's web­
site (www.montague net) for 
residents to weigh in on the pro­
posed changes to the 
town's electoral system. Ii 
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these hold more than enough 
concentrated flavor to embellish 
soups, stews and stir-fly. 

The heavy blanket of snow in 
the yai·d is peeling back visibly. 
Eve1y evening I can look out ai1d 
see something new reappearing 
in the yard: the stone cat at the 
head of the garden, the edges of 
the raised beds, the whiskey bai·­
rel planters, the bare ground at 
the base of shrubs. 

There is much work to be 
done. Mai·ch is a great month for 
pmning fiuit n·ees before the 
blooming begins, for cutting 
back the broken branches and 
reshaping your favorite shmbs. 
Once the snow has fully disap­
peai·ed, it will be time to rake the 
lawn free of twigs and human 
n·ash blown in over the windy 
early winter season. 

Sad to say, the menace of the 
voles has also reappeared. Fat 

Find your way to John Deere Day 
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tunnels of mud decorate the 
front yard and will develop into 
ankle busters for the careless in 
random places. I have tried with 
little success the treated granules 
that are supposed to be a repel­
lant. 

The best strategy seems to be 
the 18-inch batte1y operated 
poles, which make annoying 
vibrations deep in the voles' lair. 
It will be some time before these 
cai1 be installed, and then the 
vigilant gardener will need to 
move them about the yai·d. 

The first yeai· we tI-ied these 
mole and vole busters, we actu­
ally succeeded in chasing the 
pests off the property and into 
the neighbor's yard! 

Good for the garden (if not 
for neighborly relations). 

Happy eai-Iy spring gai·den­
ing! 

and see the latest in equipment. parts, 
and service. Discover the deals designed 
to help you improve productivity and 
profitability around your operation. 

It's the 
"CAN'T MISS" 
event of 
the year! 

SATURDAY• MARCH 26TH 
10:00 A.M. - 3 P.M. 

REFRESHMENTS SERVED 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON 
PARTS & WHOLE GOODS 

SIRUM EQUIPMENT Co., INC. 

310 FEDERAL STREET, ROUTE 63, 
MONTAGUE • 413-367-2481 aJoHNDEERE 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Solar Store of Greenfield 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thws Jan 

Glass 15, Boll/e 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 
www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat. 10-5 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~~~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Come For a drink, stay For a meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 




