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Erving Wrestles with 
Education Increases 
BYPATRICKRENNICK 

The Erving select
board focused on the '07 
school committee budget 
on Monday evening, 
March 13th. Board mem
ber Andy Tessier was 
absent due to a work 
related emergency. While 
awaiting the arrival of 
school committee mem
bers, chair Linda Downs
Bembury and board 
member Jeff Dubay dis
cussed changes to the 
proposed school budget 
with town administrative 
coordinator Tom Sharp. 

"We need to make the 
school committee realize 

this is all we've got," said 
Sharp. "If we make no 
impact tonight, we will 
basically have to find a 
place to cut $10,000." 

"We'll be digging a 
hole deeper and deeper 
that we can't get out of," 
said Dubay. The board 
expressed a growing con
cern over the many other 
costs the town will face 
in the coming year, 
including the expansion 
of sewer lines. By reduc
ing the proposed budget 
for both elementaiy and 
seconda1y education, the 

see ERVING pg 7 

Ope■ Hippo 

Gary Weiss, owner of Smokin' Hippo 
BY JOSEPH A. to a smokin' start on 
PARZYCH opening day Wednesday. 
ERVING - Gary Weiss, "Last night we had a 
owner and chef of the special opening for GCC 
Smokin' Hippo on trustees, faculty and 
Route 2, in the fo1mer 
Starlight Diner, got off see HIPPO pg 3 

Biodiesel for Wendell 
BY KATHLEEN 
LITCHFIELD - The 
Wendell Countiy Store is 
now selling biodiesel. 

If you own a diesel 
vehicle and you want to 
fuel up with biodiesel, 
you can simply stop by 
the cotmtly store, where 
owner Patti Scutari has 
display shelves stocked 
with refillable, yellow, 
five-gallon jugs of the 
non-toxic, biodegradable, 
B-100 fuel. 

Until last Thursday, 
local biodiesel users had 
to travel to Fleming Shell 
in Brattleboro, VT or 
Alliance Energy in 
Holyoke to obtain the 

vegetable-based bio-
diesel. 

"It seemed like such a 
waste for people to have 
to drive such a long dis
tance to get fuel, in order 
to save fuel. There are a 
few people in town that 
nm cai·s on biodiesel, and 
I want to support those 
people, who are making 
that exti·a effo1t on behalf 
of the environment, by at 
least having it close by," 
said Scutari, who hopes 
to purchase a diesel for 
her next vehicle, so she 
can use the alternative 
fuel. 

Any diesel engine can 

see FUEL pg 3 
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Enteruv Officials Defend Vermont 
Yankee's Performance 

150 ATTEND PUBLIC HEARING AT PVHS 

NORTHFIELD - Ten
sion crackled in the audito
rium at Pioneer Valley 
Regional School on 
Monday night, March 
13th, as a hundred ai1d fifty 
local residents turned out 
to heai· a presentation by 
operators of the Vennont 
Yatlkee nuclear power 
plant and to pose questions 
to Entergy VY officials. 
The public hearing is the 
first held by Entergy VY in 
Massa-chusetts, where 
seven towns lie within the 
33-year-old reactor's 10-
mile emergency planning 

zone (EPZ): Leyden and 
Bernardston ( entirely with
in 10 miles of the reactor), 
Colrain, Green-field, Gill, 
No1thfield and Wa1wick 
(paitially within the 10-
1nile EPZ). The hearing 
was aITanged by 
Representative Denis 
Guyer (2nd Berkshire, 
including Bernardston, 
Coh-ain, Leyden, and 
No1thfield); Representa
tive Christopher Donelan 
(2nd Franklin, including 
Gill, Greenfield, and 
Warwick) was also present. 

Entergy has sought and 
received permission to 

VERMONT YANKEE 

boost power production at 
the aging boiling water 
reactor to 120% of its 
original design capacity. 
Last week, following 
unanticipated vibrations 
in one of the plant's steam 
lines as plant operators 
began the power uprate, 
Entergy told the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission 
they will hold the power 
increase at 105% of 
design capacity, while 
data is analyzed. 

Entergy has also peti
tioned the NRC to extend 
the reactor's operating 

see YANKEE pg 9 

Chris Wanser, control 
room operator at Vermont 
Yankee, assured the 
crowd at Tuesday's public 
hearing that operations at 
the nuclear plant were 
handled by highly trained 
experts and overseen by 
NRG staff. 

VlllAGE SKRCHBOOK 

Shamrocks on Avenue A 
BY DAVID BRULE 
TURNERS FALLS - If 
you stand on Avenue A 
with your back to No1m 
Emond's storefront, 
where the AV House used 
to be, and the 5 and 10 
cent store before that, you 
can see it. Look across the 
sti·eet and up to the peak 
of the building and you'll 
see "AOH. A.D. 1888" 
and that's where the 
shamrocks will be. That 
building, now named sim
ply the Power Town 
Apaitments, used to be 
known by everyone as the 
Hibernian Hall. Built by 
ftmds from the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, it 

In 1888, the Ancient Order of Hibernians raised this Hall 
at the corner of Avenue A and 4th Street (Note the shamrocks.) 

served the community for 
close to one hundred 
years. 

The AOH was, and is, a 
fraternal society founded 
in Ireland hundreds of 

years ago. In this cotmtry, 
the AOH became a social

see VILLAGE pg 11 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

You Wanna? 

Fauna 
Fauna is a fun four-year-old 

female hound/shepherd mix in 
need of a good home. Fauna 
just loves life! Her hobbies 
include running, jumping and 
sniffing. She loves to snuggle 
too! Fauna should do best in a 
home with gentle kids over 16, 
confident cats who have lived 
with dogs before and other 
dogs if introduced properly. 
For more information on 
adopting Fauna contact the 
Dakin Animal Shelter 111 

Leverett at 548-9898 or via 
email at info@dakinshelter.org. 

SUGAR ON SNOW 
SUPPER 
Montague 

Congregational Church 

Saturday, April 1st 
Two sittings: 5 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Menu: Combeef Hash, 
Harvard beets, colesla\V, baked 
beans, homemade bread and 

donuts and pickles. Ripley 
Farms ,vill pmvide the Sugar 

on Sno"~ 
TICkets: $9 adultS 

S4 children 12 anll alder 
ReservatiOas: TI4-n56 or 367-2736 
Walk-ins as space allows and take outs may be 

ordered by calling the reservation numbers 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

'Qt:be j)flontague 
3Reporter 

Published weekly on Thursday 
24 3rd Street 

Tumers Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ier@montaguema net 

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to 

The Montague Repo1ier 
24 3rd Street 

Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy dead-
line is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for e1rnrs in advertise
ments, but will print without 
charge that pait of the adver-

tisement in which an eITor 
occu1Ted. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse 
advertising for any reason 

ai1d to alter copy or graphics 
to confonn to standards of the 

newspaper 

Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Preschool Story Hour at 

the Carnegie Library 
FACES & PLACES 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Griffin 
and Karin Shelton of Greenfield, 
and other families enjoyed the 
vegetable snacks at the Carnegie 
Libra1y Preschool Story Hour 
program on Wednesday, March 
8th. Each week the stories, 
activities and refreshments are 

theme centered. Last week's 
theme was the letter 'V' The 
story hour refreshments are 
sponsored by the Community 
Pa1inerships for Children. 

For more infonnation about 
the popular sto1y hour program 
with Bev Whitbeck, please call 
863-3214. 

BY RICHARD ANDERSON 
TIJRNERS FALLS - Robe1t 
Monill's going fishing. 
Soon. After three years of 
service as principal of 
Turners Falls High School 
and thitty-six years of dedi
cated work in the business 
of educating young minds 
and hearts, Mr. Monill is 
exchanging his appointment 
calendar for a rod and reel. 

Among the accomplish
ments that Mr. Monill can 
look upon with pride are the 
huge building project com
pleted under his watch, as 
well as his lead in changing 
the way students learn 
math: from an integrated 
ctm-iculum to the traditional 
ctm-icular divisions such as 

Robert Morrill 

algebra, geometly, and caku- remembered as a principal 
lus. He also added more staff who cared about sh1dents and 
for individual classes. did as much as he could for 

Mr. Mon-ill would like to be them with limited resources. 

Adopt a Planter Returns to Avenue A we Need More Friends! 
BY SUZETTE SNOW COBB 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Wednesday, March 15th, the 
sti·eetscape committee met to 
discuss the Adopt a Planter 
program for Avenue A. The 
committee brainsto1med ideas 
for continuing litter clean up 
and maintenance of the 
planters in downtown. One 
goal of the coordinating com
mittee is to provide guidance 
and support throughout the 
growing season for partici
pants who have questions 
about what types of plants to 
grow. The committee also 
hopes to provide encourage
ment for paiticipants to contin
ue weeding and watering. 

As in past years, the ques
tion of where to get water for 
the planters from was also 
brought up. Last year, 
Montague highway supe1111ten
dent Tom Bergeron said, it was 

April 29th. The commit
tee acknowledged that 
many citizens, businesses, 
organizations, and the 
town highway department 
all contributed to the suc
cess of last year's down
town beautifying effort. 

Some of last year :S Adopt A Planter volun
teers gather around the planter in front of 
the Chinatown Restaurant on Avenue A. 

There are still a few 
planters needing adop
tion. If you are interested 
in conti·ibuting either time 
or funds to beautify a 
planter, please contact 
Linda Hickman during 

the intention of the highway 
department to install water 
faucets in a few of the planters 
by accessing the water lines 
that were a part of the original 
sprinkler system, long since 
defunct. Bergeron said he 
hoped that faucets could be 
installed this season, instead. 

Plalllling was also done for 
a spring clean-up on Sah1rday, 

open hours at the Carnegie 
Library at 863-3214. 

If you would like to call 
storeowners to info1m them 
about where their sti·ay shop
ping carts are located, another 
way the committee suggested 
residents to help with beautifi
cation, call Food City, 863-
9591; Fainily Dollar, 774-7019 
or Brooks Phaimacy, 863-3107. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES March 20th - March 24th 
MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth St.., Turners 
Falls, is open Mon. - Fti. from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. Make 
meal rese1vations a day in 
advance by 11 a.m. Messages 
can be left on the machine 
when the center is closed 
(863-9357). Mealsite manager 
is Chris Richer. The center 
offers a hot noon meal week
days to any senior. 
Transpo1tation to the center 
can be provided. Special trip 
coordinator is Jean Chase. 
Make nip rese1vations by call
ing 772-6356. Payment and 
menu choice is due three 
weeks ptior to nip. 

Monday, 20th 
10: I 5 a.m. Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 p.m. Canasta 

Tuesday, 21st 
9: 30 a.m. Aerobics 
Wednesday, 22nd 
10: I 5 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 23rd 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 24th 
IO: I 5 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 
18 Pleasant St., Etvingside 
(Old Center School, 1st 
Floor), is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. For infor
mation and rese1vations call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at (413) 423-3308. 
Lunch daily at 11 :30 a.m. with 
rese1vations a day in advance 
by 11 :00 a.m. Transpo1tation 
can be provided for meals, 

Thursday shopping, or med
ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at (978) 544-3898. 

Monday, 20th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libnuy 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, 21st 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. COA Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Oil Painting 
Wednesday, 22nd 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 23rd 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m Shopping-Orange 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transpo1tation. 

Friends of the Montauue 
Reponer Meeting 

Monday, April 3rd 
7 p.m. 

24 Avenue A. 2nd noor 
863-8666 

Don't be shv. We need vou! 

Feel Lille a Brand New Person! 
With a 
Haircut at 
Id's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Kan:iAnn 

"50 Years on the Ave" 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

LATEX 
CElllNG WHITE 

$8.95/ gallon 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls• 8634346 

.. ~llll'1l'llr,~ 

ThGmaa & Elias r 
~ 

ffi[Pllfl0ll5 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

St. Patrick's Day Specials 
ll!ursda§ lllld Fn'da§ 
Corn Beef and Cabbage 
Homemade Spinach Pie 

Homemade 1..asagna 
naked Haddock with Lobster Sauce 

or Spanish Sauce 

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A 

863-9636 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Selectboard Reviews Last Year's Accoinplishinents 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Preparing for their ammal repo1t 
to town meeting, the board 
reviewed the accomplishments 
of the previous twelve months 
on March 13th. At the top of the 
list was the renovation of town 
hall, with a new elevator, second 
sto1y egress, wheelchair accessi
ble improvements throughout, 
and beautiful Hallmark School 
color photographs of Montague 
scenes on the walls. Three quar
ters of the $1.2 million cost of 
this project was paid by federal 
and state grants. 

By passing $2.3 million debt 
exclusion referendum, the voters 

FUEL 
continued from pg 1 
run on biodiesel, including a 
car, trnck or tractor. No conver
sions are necessaiy to nm a 
vehicle on biodiesel, unlike 
what's needed to nm a cai· on 
vegetable grease, Scutari said. 
Some homeowners also safely 
use biodiesel to fuel their oil 
fumace, she said. (For more 
info1mation, visit www.bio
diesel.org.) 

At the Wendell Cotmtly 
Store, Scutari sells B-100 (100 
percent) biodiesel, for $3.59 a 
gallon. She makes very little 
profit on the sale. 

"It's a community service, 
not a money maker for me," she 
said. "But it's a big savings for 
my customers." 

Most diesel engines cannot 
run on 100 percent biodiesel in 
winter, as the fuel congeals at a 
higher temperature than conven
tional diesel fuel. Thus, most 
New Englanders mix their foel at 
a rate of 20 percent biodiesel and 
80 percent regulai· diesel during 
the cold months, she said. 

Scutari researched the price of 
biodiesel and regular diesel at 
other locations to dete1mine how 
much to charge for the biodiesel 
she sells. In Brattleboro, as oflast 
week, the price of B-20 (20 per
cent biodiesel and 80 percent 
regular diesel) was $2.89 per gal
lon and the present price of diesel 
fuel, in Tumers Falls, was $2.72 
per gallon. The price of B-100 in 
Holyoke was $3.60 per gallon. 
By charging $3.59 for B-100, the 
cost to the customer of mixing 

of Montague made the $5.7 mil
lion combined sewer overflow 
remediation possible, a major 
infrastrncture improvement that 
will eliminate nearly all of the 
untreated sewage the town is 
presently allov.ring to enter the 
Connecticut River at several 
locations during major sto1ms. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said the town has 
ah'eady secured $3 million in 
low interest 2% loans from a 
state revolving loan fund, and 
has a good shot at landing an 
additional $1.4 million for the 
sewer upgrades from the Rural 
Development Administration, 

half in grants, half in low interest 
loans, "to bring the cost down for 
taxpayers and sewer users." 

The $1 million Mass 
Highway ftmded Millers Falls 
Streetscape Project is nearly 
complete, bringing wheelchair 
accessibility, new plantings, 
sidewalks, and sti·eetlamps to 
that village center. "We hope 
this will stimulate private 
investment in Millers Falls," 
Abbondanzio said. 

Design work is complete for 
wheelchair access improve
ments to the sidewalks and 
crosswalks along Avenue A, as 
well, where the town's "com-

Patti Scutari is enthusiastic about selling B-100 biodiesel in Wendell 

80% regular diesel from Turners predicted. 
to Scutari's B-100 rivals the Years ago, the Wendell 
Brattleboro B-20, and the cost of Cotmtly Store sold gasoline, but 
B-100 falls just a penny short of in Januaiy of 1998, new 
Holyoke's B-100, keeping her Environmental Protection 
competitive, she said. Agency regulations would have 

The biodiesel at the Wendell required Scutari to upgrade the 
Countiy Store is wholesaled by Cotmtly Store's gas tanks at a 
Tom Leue of Homestead Inc. cost of about $25,000, she said. 
Environmental Engineers of Since she was only making about 
Williamsburg. Leue, who for- $800 a yeai· on gasoline sales, she 
merly made biodiesel on a small shut the pumps down. She does 
scale in Ashfield, now purchases hold a fuel vendor's license, man
virgrn soybean oil based dated by law in order to sell 
biodiesel from fa1mers in motor fuel, engine oil and other 
Minnesota, packages it into yel- motor fuel products. 
low, five-gallon, safe storage Over the weekend, Scutari 
jugs and sells it to local retailers. sold four of the first six biodiesel 

This summer, the Northeast jugs she purchased from Leue 
Biodiesel Company is expected on Thursday. She thinks the new 
to open in Greenfield, and will be product will be successful at the 
manufacturing biodiesel from Wendell Countiy Store. 
recycled grease at a rate of five 
million irnllons per year, Leue 111!!11 ~ .. 

mercial homesteading program" 
has met with success, turning 
over two buildings in tax title to 
private hands for $1 each. In 
one, the Northeast Foundation 
for Children (NFC) is opening a 
seminar and workshop space; in 
the other, Denise DiPaolo is 
opening a beautifully renovated 
Italian restaurant next week, 
creating 20 jobs in the process. 
A total of $850,000 in private 
investment has been poured into 
these two downtown buildings. 

The town has received an 
award from Mass Historic for 
the adaptive reuse of the Colle 
Opera House, now fully tenant-

HIPPO 
continued from pg 1 
staff," Weiss said. "The place 
was packed. I'm glad we had 
such a good turnout, because 
5% of the proceeds went to a 
GCC scholarship ftmd." 

While Weiss has two smok
ers - a small one that holds 200 
potmds of meat and a large one 
that holds 750 potmds, and the 
specialty of the house is barbe
qued food, he also has a full 
menu of ti·aditional dishes. For 
the smokers, he uses different 
mixtures of cheny, orange, 
hickory and apple wood. Each 
has a different flavor and 
requires different combinations 
for vai·ious foods. He has devel
oped two unique sauces - one a 

ed, with the opening of the 
Hallmark Museum of 
Photography on the 1st floor, 
and NFC in the upper floors. 
Abbondanzio called the Colle, 
"a major success" for the town. 

The board also noted the 
long delayed implementation of 
the pay and classification 
study's recommended pay scale 
for town employees, as an 
accomplishment in 2005. 

Transfer of the cable access 
conti·act to MCCI from GCTY, 
the survey of prope1ty near the 
D1y Hill Cemete1y, and the fea
sibility study on the Sti·athmore 
building were also noted. 

bit spicier than the other. 
For 13 years, Weiss worked 

as a chef in GCC's cafeteria, 
and taught classes at the college 
as well. He taught both a cook
ing class, a barbeque class, and 
a ce1tification class in restau
rant sanitation. 

A GCC hamburger is fea
tured on the Smokin' Hippo 
menu. A GCC culina1y arts stu
dent won an $800 mountain 
bicycle for her award winning 
hamburger recipe. 

The restaurant, which has a 
full bar, is now open for busi
ness, but Weiss plans a Grand 
Opening in about two weeks. 
He wants to make sure eve1y
thing is working smoothly 
before going foll tilt. II 

Opening Monday, March 20th 

166 Avenue A, Turners Falls 413.863.4441 

Open every day at 5pm Closed Tuesdays 
Reservations Encouraged 

-B. RUBIN & SONS INC. HJ:~LE & Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS, GRI 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

lK 
MASS INSPECTION STAllON: N0, 13051 

PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

R1200RT 
274 Rt. 2, Gill, MAOl 376 new available 

• parts & accessories -~--11aIDilID ©Yml 
• helmets ALLAN· DAVID• MELANIE 

Tel: (413) 863-9543 • books 
• apparel 

E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW./\JCYCLE.C0M 

FOUR DIRECTIONS HEALING ARTS 
Acupuncture 

"' 112 Ave. A, Turners Falls 

GET HEALTHY. STAY HEALTHY 
I 

863-8033 k_ r_ adams@verizon.net 

Holistic practitioners Interested In renting 
treatment space, please coll 

Gen Jo~nson & Assonates 
REALTORS 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(4 I 3) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 (i:r 

·-----------· I ,.....J;/~ ftJr aleair I 
I "-::I'"'' JV 772-1007 1 

l Chapman St. Greenfield I 
I February-March Special I 
I $10 Haircuts! with coupon I 
I Amy Kostanski • Bonnie Root • Debby Dargis I ·-----------· 
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Stroll Down the Avenue 
Millions of public and private 

dollars have been poured into a 
few square blocks of bricks in 
downtO\,vn Turners Falls over the 
last few years. Take a look 
around the Avenue now, as 
spring brings its first blush to 
planters' bulbs and tree tips. 
Except for a few shopping caits 
here and there, eroding sand bars 
on the edges of the sidewalks, 
and the odd plastic bag impaled 
on a branch, the old main street 
doesn't look half bad. 

The carefully tended grounds 
of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center greet people as they 
come off the bridge; the Crocker 
Bank, recovered from a devas
tating fire, its ttmet restored; the 
Moltenbrey, completely rehabil
itated, filled with tenants pursu
ing their own rehabilitation. 
Across the street, the Shea is 
jammed with theater goers on 
the weekends; the Colle, 
restored top to bottom and filled 
with office workers, is home to a 
prestigious new photography 
musemn; the renovated alley
way and Cutle1y Block stretch 
out behind. Remodeled store
fronts line the Avenue between 
3rd and 4th, and a fine Italian 
restaurant is prepaimg to open 
its doors for the first time on 

Monday, in the rehabbed shell of 
the old laundiy. Other restau
rants are being proposed along 
the Avenue, as well. Hopefully 
they will take their place next to 
the bookstore, taverns, and cof
fee shop in the months ahead. 
Nearby the bike store readies for 
spring, the laundi·amat doubles 
as a perfonnance space during 
periodic a1t walks, and a homey 
cafe provides a respite for par
ents and children from the work
day world. 

What's missing from this pic
ttu·e? Oh, we could think of a 
munber of businesses we would 
like to see sp1ing up along the 
main street and side blocks in the 
months and yeai·s to come. We're 
glad resources ai·e being invested 
into staiting a new business asso
ciation; we need one. But the 
main thing missing is pedestrians 
crowding the brick sidewalks. 
Without them, the new shops and 
restaurants, and the old estab
lished retail stores beside them 
have a tough row to hoe. 

There have been times in the 
not so distant past when folks 
may have had a reason to avoid 
the downtown. But those days 
are gone. It's time for eve1yone 
who remembers the 'good old 
days' in Turners Falls to help 
b1ing about their rettl1'11. 

Your tax dollars have been 
invested - wisely, we think - in 
rebuilding the downtown's 
buildings and infrastructtire. 
Now it's time to invest your con
fidence as well. Businesspeople 
and professionals have taken the 
chance to open stores and offices 
with a vai'iety of goods and serv
ices. Others sell rut supplies, fine 
wine, spo1ting goods, or home
made Easter candy. Suppo1t 
them, and while you do, take a 
look around the old town. With 
a little luck, and some coppers in 
the till, it could be thi'iving again 
soon. 

We welcome your letters. 
m:be ;ffmontague 1'-eporter 

24 3rd St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 FAX (413) 863-3050 reporter@montaguema.net 

·~-----------------------
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Now only $20 for 26 issues! 

\!Cbe ifflontague 3Reporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Support Planning for Ne\V 
Police Station 

MONTAGUE - As the chief of 
the Montague police depaitment, 
I am asking for your suppo1t in 
moving the town forwai·d with 
plans to construct a new police 
facility, or public safety complex 
with the Tmners Falls fire depatt
ment. 

As citizens and residents, 
some of you who have utilized 
the services at the cmTent station 
are well awai·e of the lack of 
space ai1d p11vacy it affords. Our 
present quaiters are outdated. 
Eve1y available space is present
ly being used for storage of prop
erty, equipment and records. The 
department operates the best it 
cai1 in our present location and 

sittration. At risk ai·e the mainte
nance and secm'ity of many 
records, detainees and most 
importantly the staff. 

We have the opportunity to 
correct these deficiencies and 
provide the town of Montague 
\.vith the plans for a facility to 
safely and securely house the 
operations of our law enforce
ment department. Professional, 
accessible, and confidential serv
ice is the police department's 
goal. Help us bring this goal clos
er to reality by suppo1ting the 
feasibility study for the new 
police station at next week's spe
cial town meeting, on Thursday 
Mai·ch 23rd. 

Those of you who may not be 
farniliai· with the complexities of 
operating a police agency and the 
regulations regarding its opera
tion are invited to view the cur
rent facility ai1d have yom ques
tions and concerns addi·essed. An 
open house is scheduled for 
Sattirday, March 18th, from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If this 
date is not convenient, please call 
with any questions you may 
have, or private tours can be 
scheduled by calling me at 863-
8911 x157. 

Thank you for your suppo1t in 
this project. 

- Raymond Zukowski 
Montague Police Chit>f 

In Praise of Nicknames 
I enjoy each issue of tl1e 

Montague Reporter, but what a 
special delight it was to see a pho
tograph of my father, Harold 
Fugere, in the Mai·ch 9th issue 
and to read about his nicknaine 
project. 

It gave my father great pleas
ure to work on his nicknaine col
lection, begun in the sp1ing of 
1993, which eventtlally included 
more than 2,800 names like 
Hainme1111' Hank, Queet, Gmnp, 
Moo, Mutz, Shadow, Cantor and 
Brnsh. 

He mined old town repo1ts and 
yearbooks to find the names, 
delved back in his memo1y and 
que11ed 'old timers' about their 
recollections of nicknaines. Many 
of the nicknames were of 
unknown 011gin, but some had a 
sto1y. 'Yabut' often said "ya, 

but. .. ," and 'Logger's' father was 
a logger. 'Chipin' used to be eager 
to go places with his foends and 
would suggest "we can always 
chip in." Knaif got his nickname 
by spelling his given name, 
Frank, backward. 

My father theorized that peo
ple got nicknames because of 
some action or characte11stic or 
some word they often used. 
Sometimes the names were 
passed on from another member 
of the fainily, or a nicknaine could 
have been the result of caina
rade11e, foendship or just plain 
fi.m. There were, however, some 
unflatte1ing nicknaines. 

In a 1998 interview with Sister 
Kit Hinga, SSJ, one of the 
founders of the outstanding 
Montague Catholic Social 
Minist11es, my father said that 

calling people by their nicknaines 
was ai1 infotmal way of greeting 
people that indicated the cama
raderie that existed in a small 
town. He lainented the changing 
times and the more mobile socie
ty in which people moved in and 
out of town, so that the sense of 
comnumity was not as sti·ong as 
when he was growing up in 
Tmners Falls. 

He would be pleased with the 
effo1ts to build community in 
town today, and he happily would 
be a pait of them. It is a ti'ibute to 
him that there is an effo1t to create 
a second phase of his nicknan1e 
collection, and to those involved 
in that, I say thank you. 

'Googe' would thailk you too. 

- Co1i Fugere Urban 
Millers Falls 
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Early Days of Turners Falls ,_, Part VII 
From a speech given by 

Charles Hazelton to the 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association, February 23rd, 
1926. In 1867, Hazelton was hired 
to help engineer William P 
Crocker lay out the power canal 
and streets of the village of 
Turners Falls. 

The population of Turners 
Falls is ve1y much mixed as to 
nationalities, and it is of a little 
interest to learn why this is so. 
The first pioneer settlers of the 
village were men from Maine, 
largely from the vicinity of 
Fairfield, on the Kennebec 
River, who came here to work 
on the dam, they being experi
enced lumber men and dam 
builders. Among these were the 
names of Eme1y, Richardson, 
Dunbar, Gerald, and Ricker. 
These men settled, built their 
homes and raised their families 
here. 

The next settlers were the 
French, who came here as expe-

rienced rock 
men, as all rock 
drilling was 
done by hand at 
that time, and 
the excavation 
of the canal 
was largely 
rock. They 
were headed by 
Peter McClure, 
who built the 
small house 
now standing 
on L Street, 
between 2nd 1r•!a't':""--:.~ 
and 3rd. 
Among these 
were the names 
of La Pointe, 
La Porte, 
Ducharme, 
Desautelles, 

This 1904 photograph sho111s three hardworking men standing with machinery u.sed to dig out 
the hard rock where the Pm11er Canal i.r heated. The work was difficult and dangerous. 

Nadeau, Vivier, De1jie, Lapean 
and Moreau. 

The next settlers were the 
Irish, who also came largely 
from the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel 

work of Bernard Fan-en, com
ing as stone masons, bricklay
ers and laborers, and among 
these were the names of 
Thomas, Cunningham, Dono
van, Powers, Costello, Murphy, 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Burke, O'Lea1y, O'Neil, 
O'Connell, O'Brien, Sullivan, 
Shanahan, McAllister, and 
Welch. 

At th.is time also came John 
C. Short, the expert bricklayer, 

Cocaine and Runaways 
Thursday 3-9 

8:40 p.m. Walk-in to sta
tion reported a runaway from 
a 4th Street address. A 14-
year-old female juvenile was 
arrested and charged with 
being a runaway. 

Friday 3-10 
4:45 a.m. After a search 

wan-ant was executed at a 
5th Street address, 

was arreste an c arged 
with possession of a class B 
drug, possession of a class D 
drug, possession of a class D 
drug with intent to distribute, 
possession of cocaine with 
intent to distribute, unlawful 
possession of fireworks, and 
possession of a hypodermic 
needle. 

9:48 p.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a 
High Street address. A 16-

year-old juvenile was arrest
ed and charged with assault 
and batte1y with a dangerous 
weapon and malicious 
destruction of property under 
$250. 

11 :58 p.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a 
Montague City Road 
address. Male subject sum
monsed. 

Saturday 3-11 
3:56 p.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop on Turnpike 
Road, 

, was arreste an 
charged with operating a 
motor vehicle with a sus
pended license and speeding. 

9:38 p.m. Walk-in to sta
tion reported runaway from a 
Coolidge Avenue address. 
An 11-year-old male juvenile 
was arrested and charged 

with being a runaway. and failure to signal. 
10:17 p.m. 

Sunday 3-12 
4:03 a.m. Report of a 

domestic disturbance on G straight warrant. 
Street at 11th Street. 

was arreste an c arge 
with illegal possession of a 
class D dmg, resisting arrest
ed, and disorderly conduct. 

Tuesday 3-14 
1 :05 p.m. Report of a 

domestic disturbance at a 
Federal Street, Montague 
address. Found to be verbal 
only. 11 :37 p.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop in Yesterday's 
parking lot on 3rd Street, 

5:16 p.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance in a car 
near the high school. People 

, were hitting each other. 

possession of a class D drug. 

Monday 3-13 
7:03 p.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop on 4th Street, 

charged 
operation of a motor vehicle 

Found to be playing around. 

Wt>dnesday 3-15 
7:37 a.m. Report of a 

motor vehicle accident on 
Millers Falls Road. A car hit 
a telephone pole. Operator 
transported to hospital. Pole 
needs to be replaced. 

together with John W. 
Morrison, later the faithful 
police officer, and his son, S. R. 
Mon-ison. 

The next were the Yankees, 
coming from Conway and 
Ashfield as carpenters at the 
time of the building of the cut
lery works, and among these 
were George O. Peabody, Ora 
C. Hitchcock, Wm. R. 
Farnsworth and Chester 0. 
Tyler. 

The next were the Ge1mans, 
who came over from 
Greenfield, on account of the 
moving of the cutle1y works 
and the building of the pulp 
mill, buying lots and building 
homes, largely on Second 
Street. Among these were the 
names of Sauter, Jacobus, 
Yetter, Eppler, Milkey, March, 
Seiler, Haigis, Strehle, Schotz, 
and Luippold. 

Next came the English, as 
expe1t paper makers, and 
among these were the Howards, 
Jacksons, Reaveleys, and 
Smiths. 

Later, to quite an extent, 
Bohemians came in as cutle1y 
workers, followed in due time 
by Lithuanians and Poles, the 
latter principally as fa1mers. 

Notwithstanding, however, 
the fact that the population is of 
a mixed nature, it is a case of 
"In Union there is Strength," 
for the standard of the people as 
a whole as to ability, physically 
and morally, is high, and as cit
izens of the town and the coun
tiy, their allegiance and loyalty 
to the United States is as fum 
and reliable as any could be. To 
judge by the progress made in 
the schools, by the second and 
third generations, as well as the 
record of honors and prizes 
won, it is possible that some 
who boast that their ancestors 
came over first class in the 
Mayflower may be matched if 
not overtaken by some whose 
parents and grandparents came 
over more recently in the steer
age of a White Star Liner. 

Continued next week. 
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Muller Technologies 
Dynamic, Data-Driven Websites, local guy! 

• Multiple templates, fonts and colors 
• Upload your own logos and banners 
• Built-in WYSIWYG editor, so easy! 
• Message areas, calendar, photos, files 
• Update at your own pace, and needs 
• Private areas for your customers 
• Fast Setup! (413) 863-0030 
~ michael@mullertech.com 
~ www.MullerTech.com 

Renaissance 
Excavating -
COMPLETE SITE 

WORK 

f 

J_f 

• SEPTIC & DRAINAGE SYSTEMS• SAND, GRAVEL & LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

Negus Bi Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments ¥-1!!5fl!JVC 

~Jo ~ People often come to see us 
becouse their porents 
ond their grondporents did. 
We' re proud to hove 
1h01 kind of byolty, 

~ -~ r Where your-purchase -~ 
of a menwrial is trury I a. testament of love j 

MAIN OFFICE n3-9552J 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

'The perfect remembfilnce' 

and we work hard to keep it. 
- Gory and Nancy Melen 

scsc 
298 Avenue A., 

Turners Falls, MA 

413-863-4322 

Complete 
Masoruy 
Supply 

Owning the Best Just Got Better! 
Drop by today and see beautiful, energy efficient wood and gas fireplace 

products by Regency, Hampton and Excalibur. Designer 6nishes, 
customizable accessories and a lifetime warranty are just a few more 

reasons you will choose a high quality Regency fireplace! 

Dentistry by Dr. Mark 
Comprehensive Dentistry 

Minimally Invasive 
Totally Esthetic 

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D.S. 

78 Country Club Road • Greenfield 
774-5591 

dentistrybydrmark.com 

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 0B76 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKER 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367•9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 
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The National Anitnal Identification Progratn 
BY BEN GROSSCUP 
AMHERST - Many farmers 
a1·e just learning about the 
proposed National Animal 
Identification System (NAIS) 
and what it will require. It 
was authorized under the 
Patriot Act and enables the 
USDA to require anyone who 
owns livestock (including 
poult1y) to register the loca
tion of the farm on a GPS sys
tem, insert a radio-frequency 
chip in the animal so that its 
identity can be remotely mon
itored, and report off-farm 
movement of the animal to 
the USDA. According to the 
Department of Agriculture 
website, "The long-term goal 
of the NAIS is to provide ani
mal health officials with the 
capability to identify all live
stock and premises that have 
had direct contact with a dis
ease of concern within 48 
hours after discovery." 

Massachusetts Department 
of Agricultural Resources 
(MDAR) officials are hosting 
a public informational meet
ing concerning poultry and 
the National Animal 
Identification System (NAIS), 
at the Palmer Community 
Library, 1455 North Main 
Street on Thursday, March 
30th, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

If you raise poultry or buy 
from a farmer who does, you 
might want to come to this 
meeting to ask questions and 
find out exactly what the 

USDA and MDAR are saying 
about this proposed program. 
A key concern is that the 
NAIS will put undue restric
tions on small farmers, 
increasing already tough eco
nomic pressures. 

Ed Hageman, the poultry 
program coordinator for 
MDAR who will lead the 
meeting in Palmer on March 
30th, said the NAIS will be at 
the top of the agenda and 
there will likely be a large 
tum-out because of it. 
Apparently, the USDA would 
like to make the NAIS 
mandatory by January, 2009. 
But the USDA is reportedly 
re-thinking the program 
because of all the controversy 
around it. When asked specif
ically about Massachusetts' 
plans to implement the NAIS, 
Hageman said, "There are 
currently no plans to require 
mandatory premises registra
tion in Massachusetts." 

However, an environmen
tal reporter for Grist 
Magazine, Amanda Griscom 
Little, reports, "States are 
moving on their own to put 
the animal-tracking system in 
place. Minnesota and 
Wisconsin have approved 
measures that make stage one 
of the NAIS program manda
tory . . . and Maine, North 
Carolina, Texas, Vennont, and 
Washington are considering 
similar legislation" ( Old Big 
Brother Had a Farm 

www.grist.org/news 
/muck/2006/03/10/griscomlit
tle/index.html). 

Since the USDA's main 
justification for the need for 
NAIS is the threat of animal 
disease, understanding what 
is actually causing new out
breaks of Avian Influenza 
(AI) and other diseases is cru
cial. MDAR is currently rec
ommending that fanners keep 
their poult1y flocks segregat
ed from wild birds to protect 
them from AI. But as 
Hageman put it in a recent 
phone conversation, with 
respect to understanding the 
spread of Al among different 
kinds of birds globally, "We 
are kind of shooting in the 
dark." 

Small Flocks and Pasturt>d 
Poultry Threatened 

Tragically, governments all 
over the world, which have 
also been shooting in the 
dark, have been hitting a lot 
of small farmers. 
Governments in Southeast 
Asia, whose indoor factory 
farms have become especially 
pestilent cauldrons of AI in 
the last decade, have made 
regulations that outlaw the 
open pasture of poultry. 
Compliance for many poor 
peasant farmers is impossible. 
As they drop out of produc
tion, the market share of 
multinational factory farming 
companies like the Thailand-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
No Damage Sustained 

Tuesday 3-07 
9:55 pm. Repo1t of suspi

cious activity at Main Road 
business. All detennined to be 
OK. 

Wednesday 3-08 
2:45 p.m. Report of speed

ing vehicles in the area of Ben 
Hale Road. Officer sent to 
observe traffic. 

5:40 p.m. Received arep01t 
of subject(s) trespassing on 
private property off of West 
Gill Road. 

10:45 p.m. Report of an 
alarm sounding near Main 
Road and French King 
Highway. Caller was unsm-e if 
it was a business or car alarm. 

Unable to locate. 
Thursday 3-09 

10:45 p.m. Assisted Eiving 
Police with an an·est on Route 
2 near Old State Road. 

Friday 3-10 
5:55 pm. Received repo1t 

from a West Gill Road resi
dence of annoying phone 
calls. 

6:10 p.m. Repo1t of a dis
abled vehicle at the Gill lights. 

Saturday 3-11 
2:01 pm. Assisted Eiving 

police attempting to serve a 
waiTant. Paity not located. 

5:45 pm. Assisted 
Bernardston police with 

unwanted subjects on West 
Mountain Road. 

Sunday 3-12 
4:02 pm 911 misdial on 

Mount Hermon Campus; all 
OK 

Monday 3-13 
5:45 p.m. Requested to 

respond to assist Northfield 
Police, cancelled en route. 

Tuesday 3-14 
9:31 am. Vehicle backed 

into parked cmiser on French 
King Highway. No damage 
sustained to police cruiser, 
minor damage to other vehi
cle. Report taken 

based Charoen Pokphand 
Group (whose poultry pro
duction model is based on 
that of the U.S.-based, Tyson 
Foods) expands. (The Flu that 
Made Agribusiness Stronger 
www.focusweb.org/content/vi 
ew/363/28/). Closer to home, 
the government of Quebec 
already requires farmers to 
keep poultry indoors, causing 
similar problems for small 
farmers (All Cooped Up: Bird 
Flu Scare Prompts Quebec to 
Ban Free-range Bird 
Farming; www.montrealmir
ror.com/2006/011906/news2. 
html). 

The problem is that 
'indoors' often means bigger 
and more industrialized oper
ations with economically 
onerous infrastructure 
requirements. In such dense 
environments, viruses have 
much greater potential to 
mutate within the genetically 
monolithic flocks toward 
greater pathogenicity, posing 
greater threats of an outbreak. 
As Lynn Miller of Small 
Farmers Journal put it 
recently: "We have reams of 
scientific data that tell us 
without exception that by far 
the highest incidence of any 
transmittable contagion hap
pens in industrial fa1·m appli
cations. That's where animals 
are in cramped, unhealthy 
conditions, and vulnerable to 
widespread disease out
break." 

There are also serious 
questions over the claim that 
wild birds are the primary 
vector of the greatly-feared 
high-pathogenic avian 
influenza (viruses of the H5 
and H7 varieties). In 
February, the reputable farm
ers' rights organization 
GRAIN issued a report enti
tled, Fowl Play: the Poultry 
Industry's Central Role in the 
Bird Flu Crisis (available at: 
www.grain.org/briefings/?id= 
194). Drawing on the scientif
ic opinions of bird conserva
tion organizations and many 
other researchers, the report 
argues that wild birds may be 
victims of Al much more than 
vectors of it. 

The primary vectors of Al, 
the GRAIN report argues, are 
factory farms: "H5Nl is a 

reality, and so are the con
cerns about a human pandem
ic. However, if we accept the 
wild-birds-and-backyard
flocks theory and ignore the 
role of the transnational poul
try industry, we are throwing 
open the door to such a pan
demic. The strategy to contain 
H5Nl by destroying the 
genetically diverse backyard 
flocks and developing even 
more intensive poultry opera
tions will, perversely, 
increase the possibility - like
lihood, some feel - of a 
human-transmissible version 
of lethal bird flu emerging 
from the large-scale facto1y 
farms, the heart of today's 
globalised chicken production 
and trade." (Also see Poultry, 
Not Wild Birds, Most Often 
Carries Deadly Avian Flu to 
Africa www.washington
post.com/wp
dyn/content/arti
cle/2006/02/15/ AR200602 l 5 
02324.html). 

There are big questions we 
need to ask about how our 
government is treating the 
issue of Al and other patho
genic animal diseases. Will 
we tum to a system of greater 
smveillance, centralized con
trol, and scale or will we sup
port small and sustainable 
farmers? 

NOFA/Mass has long stood 
for the necessity for organic 
livestock and poultry to be 
raised out of doors. We are 
troubled by the direction of 
current government thinking 
and wonied that it will make 
small, outdoor poultry flocks 
even more difficult to raise. 
Not only is the NAIS giving 
the federal government broad 
new power to track animals 
on the farm and homestead, 
including potentially expen
sive requirements for the 
owners, it is part of a trou
bling international trend 
toward requiring that poult1y 
be raised in an industrial agri
cultural system, worsening 
the danger of animal diseases 
and threats to human health. 

Ben Grosscup is the NAIS 
field organizer for the 
Northeast Organic Farmer 
Association (NOFA) in 
Massachusetts. 
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AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

The ~ge Basketball Club 
David Hastings; 

Coach 

Contacts: Onf.y 
Home: (413)648-8959 $125.00 
Fax: (413) 863-0157 
Email:CoadlHastings@aol.com 

Summer Basketball Skill Clinic 
At PVRS Northfield 
July 3-7 Mon-Fri 09 00-3:00 Grades 3-6 
July 17-21 Mon-Wed 09:00-3:00 Grades 7-10 

413-863-28~ 

Carol's Beauty Nook 
29 G Street 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Ann Bagnell & Carol DemetS 
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EYE ON TOWN FINANCES 

Budgeting for Salaries and Services 
BY JOHN HANOLD 
GREENFIELD-The moment 
of tIUth is approaching when 
Montague's selectboard and 
finance committees have to 
decide what spending levels to 
recommend for town depa1t
ments at annual town meeting. 
The boards consider both the 
town's sho1t tenn needs - over 
twelve months - and long tenn 
goals. Long te1m goals may 
require spending money now to 
provide equipment and build
ings to suppo1t town se1vices 
over many years. 

Some spending requests 
clearly cover yearly operations, 
such as salaries for town hall 
employees. Putting a new roof 
on a town owned building, on 
the other hand, is an expendi
ture with longer-term value, and 
such requests are usually voted 
as a 'special article.' Other 
expenditures are not as easy to 
classify: a police cIUiser costing 

ERVING 
continued from pg 1 

selectboai·d proposed to reduce 
the school depa1tment's request
ed budget by an amount of 
$108,853. 

At 7:30 pm., the school 
committee sat do\vn with the 
board to discuss these figures. 
The first issue raised was the 
$60,000 proposed as a cut to the 
seconda1y education contin
gency fund. 

"If there is a cut in the con
tingency fund there will not be 
enough money to send [ special 
needs] children to other 
schools," said Linda Driscoll 
Union 28 superintendent of 
schools. Driscoll suggested dip
ping into a Circuit Breaker fund 
of$140,000. 

"That money is the town's 
money," said Do\\'IIS-Bembruy. 

"Th.is has to be covered," 
said Driscoll. "We can't cut the 
secondary budget, because it 
goes towards hrition. The first 
day of school we had an tman
ticipated special needs student 
show up." Driscoll said at least 
$20,000 would be required to 
cover this child. 

Since last year, the amotmt 
requested for hlition for 
Eiving's secondary education 
has increased by 27%. 

"Ifwe had a lot of money we 
wouldn't have to make this so 
tight," insisted Downs
Bembmy. ''The money just isn't 
there." 

$35,000 is a large purchase that 
will be used for several years, 
but if the police depaitment 
needs to replace a cIUiser eve1y 
year, it looks more and more 
like an annual expense, not a 
special article. 

So, why should we be con
cerned about the difference? A 
town might choose to submit a 
spending request to town meet
ing to allow public discussion 
of its importance. On the other 
hand, a depa1tment head's nor
mal duties include deciding 
when to make equipment pur
chases, and another layer of 
oversight may delay necessa1y 
action. In recent years, the trend 
in Montague has been to fold 
large recull'ing purchases into 
the yearly budget and to let the 
depa1tment heads exercise their 
judgment within those totals. 

One of the dilemmas of bud
geting public se1vices is setting 
pay stIUctures competitive 

"I think a lot of people feel 
left out of the town government 
and budget right now," said 
finance committee member 
Stanley Gradowski. "If we take 
this to special town meeting, 
people will benefit. They will be 
more aware of what is going on." 

Charles Paulin, business 
assistant to Superintendent 
Driscoll, suggested the town 
will shortly begin receiving 
reimbursement from the state 
for the completed elementary 
school. Paulin claimed that the 
town would receive $557,000 
back each year for 10 years. 

"That is a btmch of smoke," 
replied Gradowski. "We're talk
ing about a budget here. Let's 
go to the town and tell them 
about eve1y cent we are spend
ing here. Eve1y other town is 
making cutbacks in education 
except Erving." 

"We ain't got the check yet," 
agreed finance committee chair 
Erik Semb. "Don't cotmt on the 
state to pay us anytime soon." 

"Leverett got their first check 
last year, right on time," said 
Driscoll. "Right now everyone 
on the list is getting paid." 

Sharp agreed to look into the 
Circuit Breaker ftmd to deter
mine how much money there 
was and who was entitled to it. 

The meeting moved on to the 
elementary budget. Driscoll 
assured the board that the com
mittee had done eve1ything in 
their power to keep the program 
level-funded. Summer pro-

/(L{..};/l, ......... 

enough to attract and retain 
good employees, yet not so high 
as to overspend public funds. At 
the 2005 annual town meeting, 
Montague took the finn step of 
finally implementing a pay and 
classification study conducted 
several years earlier that sought 
to compai·e Montague's public 
salaries to those of other area 
towns of similar size. The study 
proposed salary ranges appro
priate for positions in all town 
departments, and set the upper 
and lower dollar limits for those 
ranges. The most difficult pa1t 
of the process, and the reason 

grams have been cut down, but 
the fuel and utility bills for the 
elementaiy school have been 
especially high. Kinderga1ten 
classes are also up to about 25 
sh1dents per class in Eiving. The 
average number of shldents per 
class reco1mnended by the state 
is 18 - 20. 

"We're growing like crazy," 
said Ann Dee Sousa, principal 
of the elementa1y school. 

"Someone will most likely 
get laid off," commented 
Driscoll. "We cannot renegoti
ate the recent sala1y increases 
with teachers, because they are 
under conh'act." 

"We all love education and 
we know it is impo1tant," said 

the town waited to implement 
the study's finding for several 
years, was finding the money 
needed to increase salaries and 
bring employees into their prop
er pay ranges. 

Last yeai·'s decision had the 
result of directing scarce money 
to the salaries of ctment 
employees, rather than using it 
to hire more staff or pay for 
more special article equipment. 
The pay and classification study 
was the subject of debate during 
last year's budget cycle and at 
the 2005 annual town meeting. 
The effects of this decision will 
be felt for some time, as union 
contracts apply cost-of-living 
allowances (COLA) and step
increases to the new salary lev
els. 

I suppo1ted the implementa
tion then, and still believe the 
decision was wise, because 
motivated performance in 
indushy or government is not 

Semb. "But, we can only come 
up with so much money." 

Jacquie Boyden, assistant 
assessor and member of the 
planning boai·d and recreation 
committee, recommended that 
parents be asked to contribute 
towards their children's educa
tion by buying basic supplies 
such as pencils and paper that 
schools ai·e cull'ently responsi
ble for. 

"We can't continue to do 
education in Eiving the way we 
are when all the other towns 
can't do it anymore," said 
Boyden. 

"We are spending about $1 
million more on education than 
the state suggests," added 

facilitated by substandard com
pensation. Roughly twenty 
town employees, due to experi
ence, are beyond the middle 
step in their pay grade, and sev
eral will be at the top step by the 
end of the coming fiscal year. I 
expect retention of this staff will 
contribute to the town's success 
in meeting next year's demands 
for cost control in the face of 
linuted resources. Retention 
also makes this experience 
available to citizen committees 
discussing consolidated public 
safety facilities (fire, police and 
dispatch) and consolidated 
social se1vices (libra1y, senior 
center, and recreation), and 
important town decisions like 
the landfill. 

I believe the experience the 
staff brings will show up in both 
annual operating budgets and 
special article spending in the 
years to come. 

Downs-Bembruy. 
"You cannot nm these schools 

on fotmdation funding," said 
Driscoll. She made comparisons 
to the school districts of Leverett 
and Shutesbury that are also well 
above what the state recom
mends. "This town has been ve1y 
generous," she said. 

After almost two hours of 
solid debate, Sousa ended the 
discussion, addressing the 
board, "Clearly you've wrestled 
with numbers and spent hours 
and hours," she said. "We ai·e all 
hying to squeeze the nickel 
here. I just want to say that this 
meeting has been ve1y enlight
ening, and I am glad we could 
all discuss this." 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUCE LOG 
Hermit's Sign Stolen, Recovered 

Wednesday 3-8 
10:47 am. AlTested 

on a warrant. 
3:39 pm. Assisted with two car 
accident on Route 2 bypass. 
Transpo1ted woman involved in 
accident to Lake Pleasant. 
4:50 p.m. Repo1t of an eITatic 
operator on Route 2 east that may 
have caused an accident. Patrolled 
Route 2 to Orange town line. 
Nothing found. 

Thursday 3-9 
11 :30 am. Re.covered stolen 
Hennit's Castle sign at Laurel 
Lake. 
10:33 p.m. Criminal citation to 

----fora 
~eding 
and minor in possession of alco
hol. Criminal citation to passen
ger, 

for minor in possession of alcohol. 

F1iday 3-10 
1 :20 p.m. Report of an accident on 
Route 2 at French King 
Restaw·ant. No injuries. Both dti
vers cited. 
4:30 pm. Report of an unwanted 
vehicle at Stoneville Auto. 
Resident advised of options. 

Saturday 3-11 
12:50 a.m. Assisted Montague 
police with ala1m sounding at 
Millers Falls Rod and Gun Club. 
Key holder on scene. Alann reset. 
11 :50 p.m. Report ofloud music in 
front of a West Main Street 
addt·ess. Gone on anival. 

Sunday 3-12 
5:20 pm. Report from B&M 
Railroad of subjects jumping on 

train near the Box Car. Spoke with 
conductor, checked aJ'ea, unable to 
locate. 

Monday 3-13 
9:30 a.m. Report of malicious 
destrnction of property at a River 
Road addt·ess. Two vehicles had 
mirrors smashed off and dented. 
Report taken. 
11 :35 pm. After a motor vehicle 
stop on Route 2 for defective 
eQuipment, - - I 
- was aITested ~rating 
~vocation of license. 
Tuesday 3-14 
7:30 am. Assisted Northfield 
Police searching for a hit and run 
vehicle. Unable to locate. 
10:20 p.m. Assisted Gill Police 
with domestic dispute at a 
Chappell Drive addt·ess. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
THE SALON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

.., ·• Cotton• Silks • Polyesters • Vinyls • Upholste,y Material 

• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CASlf & CllECKS ONLY 
on.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 • Closed Mon. -June, July, August ~ 

Power Square 
a 

O 
Greenfield 

-Z),,iUon 
C Hs!~,-~~L ET ____ (_4_1-3)-77-3---36_7_8 

BRIAN SADLOWSKI 
Sales & Lease Dmsultant 

GRBENFI8LD, M.4 01301 FAx(413)i74-5746 



8 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER March 16, 2006 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SEELCTBOARD 

Selectboard Hears froin Lake Grove Abutters 
BY JOSH HEINEMM'N 

At the invitation of principal 
Sheila Hunter, the Wendell select
board held its regular March 8th 
meeting at the Swift River School, 
giving board members a chance to 
see the school's new floor and other 
physical plant improvements. 
Robin Pierce and John Getmaine 
met the board in a continuation of 
the hearing about Pierce's Class III 
auto salvage license, and then Maty 
Gilman, Dave at1d Matty Arsenault, 
Richard Mackey at1d Wanita Sears, 
abutters of the Lake Grove School 
at Maple Valley, a residential school 
for emotionally disturbed boys and 
young men ages 10 - 21, met the 
boat·d to voice concems about the 
school's plans for the Fiske proper
ty, itmnediately notih of the school 
grounds as they are used now. The 
abutters had all attended plannitig 
boat-cl heatmgs, and wat1ted to btmg 
theit-objections about Lake Grove's 
expatision to the selectboard. 

Gilman, of Depot Road, 
opened that discussion by saying 
the Maple Valley School was small 
when she moved to tovm, but now 
it is a huge presence; her house and 
land at·e srurounded on three sides 
by Lake Grove-ovmed propetty, 
and she wondered how latge the 
lllStitution would grow. 

Mackey, of Farley Road, gave 
the selectboard a copy of plat11llllg 
boat·d minutes from theit-hearings 
on the site plan review for Lake 
Grove's plat111ed therapeutic fatm 
anitnal program, which calls for a 
batn to be constmcted, along with 
outbuildings, a fatm stand, and an 
adjoming skate patk Mackey said 
his experience with the school 
begat1 ·with small it1cidents lastyeai·: 
stones thrown into his yard, a cat 
that died suspiciously, and trespass
it1g by staff at1d students, but the 
trespassing has escalated since 
August. One evening a red SUV 
stopped in the road, and its occu
pat1ts, who seemed to be pat-ents 
rettmllllg students to the school, set 
off fireworks, laige rockets that 
caine down on his shed at1d his 
yard. Chomses of loud foul lan
guage have gone on for hours, 
Mackey said, and when he has 
complained to the Lake Grove 
administration, he was atiswei-ed 
with a threat to call the police on 
him. 

He continued that staff members 
continue to trespass regularly on his 
land, at1d may stop to ask him, "Did 

you see a kid run through he1-e?" 
When Mackey objected to their 
presence, he said a staff pet'SOn told 
him, "We can do anythit1g we 
want" He once heard on a staff per
son's two-way radio that the student 
being searched for on his property 
had in fact beei1 located in the 
school infirmaty, a sign to him that 
Lake Grove security is lax. 

Lake Grove does not intend to 
eiu-oll mot-e students as a result of 
the expatision, but Mackey said the 
fatm program would make good 
color pictures for attracting more 
students, and would give students a 
bigger campus, with mot-e oppottu
nity to go AWOL. 

Gilman added that Lake Grove's 
plat1 called for eight dogs to be 
housed it1 the bat11 across from hei· 
house, without a staff pet-son beit1g 
housed with them, and she was 
wotried about the noise from their 
barking. She suggested to the 
school administration that tv.•o or 
tlu·ee dogs be kept in the house that 
is ah-eady on the property, whet-e the 
school will have a cai-etaker at-ound 
to quiet them and cat-e for them. 

Mackey said, "We have com
plained to the plat111it1g boat·d, but I 
don't know to what effect." 

Matty Arsenault said the school 
has already cleat-ed ti-ees for the pro
posed maintenance shed right up to 
tl1eit-propeity line, before getting 
pe1mits for constiuction; school 
employees have already been ovei· 
tl1e line. "TI1ey won't even discuss 
fences," she said. Once she looked 
up from working in her barn, and 
saw two staff members standing 
right behind her, one callit1g, "Hey, 
whei-e at-e you?" to an unseen stu
dent. 

Wanita Seat-s said that on July 
11th of last yeat· a boy from the 
school was at hei· front door and 
ready to walk into the house. Her 
husbat1d stopped the boy, who tl1en 
becan1e belligerent. She said the 
assault on a female employee at the 
school later in the year was done by 
that saine 19-yeai·-old boy. She told 
the platming board fuat Lake Grove 
cai111ot hat1dle tl1e population fuey 
have now, wifuin tl1e perimeter fuey 
have now. Every agreement the 
school has made with neighbors has 
been broken, she claitned. 

Dave Arsenault said selectboard 
membei-s should look at the plan
tllllg boat·d minutes for mot-e detail, 
and selectinat1 Ted Lewis asked 
town coordinator Nancy Aldrich to 

make a copy for each selectboat·d 
member. 

Mackey said that when he called 
fue state police in Athol, the lieu
tenant said he was overlmrdei1ed 
ah-eady, and t-efen-ed the call back to 
Wendell, at1d the total t-esponse time 
was 40 tlllllutes. Seai·s said it was a 
two minute walk to her house from 
the school. Mackey asked tliat there 
be no expansion offue school with
out a serious secrui.ty upgrade. He 
said that Lake Grove executive 
dit-ector Roland Paulauskas told 
him tliat a fence at-ound the school 
was against fue law, but Mackey 
said his inquiti.es of state agencies 
had not confinned that. 

Matty Arsenault said the 
Depatiment of Education's tlu·e~ 
year mid contract t-elicensing t-epott 
showed concem over security at 
Lake Grove as well, and Sears 
added that there was not one at·ea in 
tliat repott it1 which the school con
fotmed with expectations. She said 
not all staff membe1-s know fue nm
away policy. Arsenault continued 
that fue school only has to repott 
nuiaways if the student is from 
Massachusetts, but that only 30% of 
fue students are fi-om this state. 
They also at·e requit-ed to report all 
legal proceedings, but fuey failed to 
repott on the litigation with the 
town about theit-septic system. 

Gilman said she was concemed 
about the 20-act-e plot behit1d her 
house, which if acquired by Lake 
Grove would leave her sun-oru1ded 
by the school on foru- sides. She 
said, "The value of my house is 
notlllllg." 

Mackey said that all tl1e abuttet-s 
had asked for a waiver so as not to 
be held liable if school trespassers 
wet-e injru-ed, but fueit-t-equest was 
ttm1ed down by fue school He said 
he told Paulauskas to keep school 
people off his propeity, or be con
sidered trespassit1g. Dave Arsenault 
asked who would be diarged witl1 
ti-espass, the stt1dent, fue employee, 
or the school. Arsenault conceded 
tl1e school had left a buffer of shmbs 
between the maintenance shed 
clearing and the prope1ty line, but 
said the school liad not done theit
part to be good neighbot-s. They 
we1-e cleaimg trees at 6:00 am. on a 
Stu1day monllllg recently. 

Mackey said Lake Grove seem 
to be hiding behind theit· nonprofit 
statt1s, at1d theit-status as a school. 
Selectboard member Clui.stit1e 
Heat-cl said Lake Grove is licensed 

by the state as a school, so the 
town's t-egulatoty conti·ol is mini
mal 

She srumned up tl1e issues raised 
by abutters: noise at1d foul lan
guage, secrui.ty, a wony about how 
fat· the school would expand, and 
propetty devaluation. She said the 
selectboat·d members would discuss 
tl1e platming boat-cl heatmgs. She 
added the Lake Grove administra
tion is astute, and know how fat· 
fuey can go, and they at-e cat·eful to 
go no futiher. 

Lewis said he had good relations 
wifu fue school, at least until foru
years ago, but now they seem to 
have a different attitude. He said, 
"Our hands are pretty tied, but we 
can address security." Dave 
At-senault added, "especially for 
women." The students at Lake 
Grove have a history of being sexu
ally abusive, at1d many at-e comt 
ordered to the rural settit1g. 
Arsenault said Paulauskas plat1S to 
leave, possibly wifuin a year. 

Selectuian Dan Keller said man
power at the school may be a point 
on which to start discussion, but the 
town has little recotu-se agaitist. the 
school beyond security concenis. 
He asked if the platullllg board dis
cussed a fence, and Mackey 
answered that Paulauskas said the 
state would only allow a decorative 
fence. 

Matty At·senault said, "They 
claitn only tv.10 AWOLs per yeat·, 
which is a lie as you can tell." 

Seat-s said thet-e wet-e a laige 
number of AWOLs repotted just 
befot-e Paulauskas became execu
tive director, at1d Mackey suggested 
the prior dit-ector was replaced for 
repotting that many. He said the 
school is prupotting to instill a sense 
of t-esponsibility in the stt1dents, but 
is not showing respotisibility 
towat·ds its neighbot-s. 

Keller suggested that after the 
plannitig boat-cl had made a finding, 
fue selectboat-d could meet again 
witl1 tl1e abutters. Gilman said the 
abutte1-s had taken tl1e same packet 
tl1ey liad given to the selectboat·d to 
the state police, the Hartford 
Courant, and the distii.ct attomey's 
office. Last yeat·, the Cow··ant pub
lished atticles on an ongoing itives
tigation of Lake Grove facilities it1 
Connecticut. 

The heatmg for a Class III 
license for John Germaine was con
tinued for a month until the Apti.l 
5tl1 meetit1g. Germaine wat1ts to 

buy Robin Pierce's prope1ty, and 
continue Pierce's license, but he 
needs to sell his house in Boylston 
first. 

Keller began the meeting by 
sayit1g he liad been told by someone 
in the Depattment of 
Environmental Protection that 
legally the town center water supply 
needs to be considet-ed a Public 
Water Supply only as it supplies 
water to the libraiy, not fue town 
office, so fue cost of tliat project, 
and its pipit1g as far as fue libraty 
might be 60% reitnbm-sable. 

Heat·d asked Aldti.ch to dt-aft a 
letter thanking Ward Smifu for 
donating $1,300 of the $1,600 bill 
for tl1e work he has done on tl1e 
Cooleyville Road site for the water 
supply, just passit1g on expetises. 

Lewis said the highway depatt
ment will cut ti-ees tliat need to 
come down for tl1e swatnp mats 
that will allow access to the well 
site, saving some money. 

Aldti.ch passed on a letter from 
fue AIDS Action Cormnittee of 
Boston asking for the town's coop
eration in tl1eir Red Ribbon Ride on 
August 13th. About 200 bicycle rid
ei-s will enter town on Locke Village 
road, tum ti.ght onto Mot-se Village 
Road, right onto New Salein Road 
and continue on to Route 202. 
Copies of the lett.ei· ha.ve ah-eady 
gone to Fit-e Chief Ricketts, and 
Police Chief Chase. h1 t-esponse, 
Heat-cl asked fuat fue organizet-s 
remove sigiis when the ti.de is over. 
hifonnation on tl1e ride is available 
at www.MassRedRibbonRide.org 
or 888 massride. 

Trailers at-e it1 place for tl1e tein
poraiy offices, but tl1ere are compli
cations it1 bringing electii.city to 
fuem. Lewis said if tl1e tiailei-s at·e in 
use for less fuan a yeai·, fuen the ser
vice can be conside1-ed temporary, 
and fue town is hopit1g to be in the 
new office building by Jan1.1aty, but 
that date is not Cetialll. 

Kellei· said bids will be opened 
Friday, March 10th for t-emoval of 
vinyl tile and glue mastic it1 tl1e 
Senior Center. Six tl1ousand dollai-s 
of tl1e library constiuction budget 
was set aside for that Cotistmction 
is scheduled to statt Apti.l 1st, but 
Monday, April 3rd is more likely. 
Volru1teers to help load boxes and 
files it1to the temporary storage ti-ail
ei~ which is at tl1e tov.'11 office build
ing now, at1d to bti.ng things to the 
trailers will be needed, fue weekend 
of March 25fu orApti.l 1st 
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YANKEE 
continued from pg 1 
license for 20 years beyond its origi
nal closing date of 2007. Entergy is 
also seeking regulatory approval 
from Vermont to store high level 
nuclear waste in concrete casks on 
the banks of the Connecticut River, 
as the seventh-story fuel pool for 
highly radioactive 'spent' fuel rods 
stored in the main reactor building, 
will soon 
reach capacity. 

"We have 
asked Entergy 
to come down 
here and do a 
public hearing 
in Massa
chusetts," said 
Guyer. "We 
hope it will be 
the first of 
many other 
hearings, but 
we'll see how 
it goes," he 
added. 

orders for new generation facilities. 
This has led nuclear utilities to 
advance power uprates and license 
extensions at existing plants, as a 
means of meeting the growing 
demand for electricity. 

Cosgrow said Vermont Yankee 
displaces the need for fossil fuel 
plants that emit carbon dioxide, 
known to produce global warming, 
without producing acid rain or mer-

After prom
ising to hold 
members of 
the public, 
more than fifty 

Bill McGee of Northfield said, "I think Vermont 
Yankee, since 1972, has a proven, documented 
track record of outstanding public service for us, 
and I'm proud to have you in the neighborhood." 

of whom had signed up to speak, to 
two minutes each, Guyer turned 
over the podium to Entergy, and 
their Power Point presentation on 
the benefits of nuclear power. 

Brian Cosgrow, manager of gov
ernment affairs for Entergy, spoke 
first. He explained, "The only thing 
different about Vermont Yankee 
from a coal, oil, or gas-fired gener
ating plant is the reactor." He went 
on, "Vermont Yankee operates 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
producing baseload power." Every 
18 months, the reactor shuts down 
for a 20-to 30-day refueling, during 
which a third of the fuel rods are 
removed, replaced and sent to tem
porary storage in the spent fuel 
pool. Vermont Yankee produces 
510 megawatts of power, enough 
for 512,000 homes. Twenty-seven 
and half percent of VY power is 
shipped via National Grid to 
Massachusetts, where it powers 
the equivalent of 140,000 homes. 

Entergy, a New Orleans-based 
corporation, also owns and oper
ates nuclear reactors near Oswego, 
NY (Fitzpatrick), twin reactors at 
Indian Point in Buchanon, NY, 24 
miles north of NYC, and Pilgrim, in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

Vermont Yankee employs 620 
people. A quarter of the work force 
lives in Massachusetts, Cosgrow 
said. The reactor provides $200 
million a year in payroll, taxes, and 
services to the local economy. 

Cosgrow spoke of an era of 
growing demand for electricity 
nationwide, but little new produc
tion, due to a prevalent 'not-in-my
backyard' syndrome stymieing 

cury, like coal burning plants do. 
Renewable sources of energy, like 
wind and hydro power, cannot pro
duce power 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, Cosgrow claimed. 

He said the 150-ton concrete 
casks in which Entergy plans to 
store high level waste on the banks 
of New England's major river would 
be transportable by rail car to Yucca 
Mountain, Nevada, once the repos
itory planned there to hold some of 
the nation's high level waste is 
opened, "in 2015 or 2020." 
Cosgrow admitted the proposed 
storage site below Yucca Mountain 
is still being studied, and "there is 
no date certain of when it will open." 

Chris Wanser spoke next. 
Wanser has been the control room 
operator at Vermont Yankee for five 
years, and has worked at the plant 
for many years before that. He said 
control room operators work in 
teams of 12, each with two NRC 
licensed reactor operators, and two 
NRC licensed senior operators, 
along with chemistry and radiation 
specialists. The teams are all 
trained in firefighting, and maintain 
continuous firefighting capability, 
training on site and with surround
ing fire departments. The opera
tions crews work around the clock 
to "ensure the safe operation of the 
facility," Wanser said. Operators go 
through 15 months of training 
before assuming their posts, and 
senior operators go through an 
additional similar period of training 
to gain their licenses. Additionally, 
the crews regularly train on a plant
specific simulator at Entergy head
quarters in Brattleboro, where they 
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"prepare for upcoming activities 
and also train for eventualities we 
hope we will never see: emergency 
operating procedures." 

Wanser spoke of the plant's 
redundant safety features, which 
are meant to monitor the reactor 
continuously, and automatically 
shut the reactor down in the event 
of an unusual event or emergency. 

As the crowd grew restless, 
John Dreyfuss, Entergy's director of 
engineering at Vermont Yankee, 
launched into a lengthy peroration 
about the quality of Entergy's paper 
trail, making sure "we are properly 
analyzed to operate the plant. 
We've had a number of big inspec
tions to make sure that paper is in 
proper condition. Our design bases 
are maintained by a whole lot of 
paperwork, all internally consis
tent." 

Dreyfuss spoke of the NRC's 
2005 "independent" engineering 
assessment at Vermont Yankee, 
following Entergy's request for a 
20% power uprate. "We have 
closed all items on that issue," said 
Dreyfuss, who added, "We have 
resident NRC inspectors on every 
shift." 

He said there are "a whole lot of 
people dedicated to plant mainte
nance," at Vermont Yankee, and 
claimed the "plant technically is not 
30 years old," because so many 
parts, including the main generator, 
motors, pumps, feed water heaters, 
and control systems have been 
upgraded and replaced over time. 

As the clock ticked toward eight 
o'clock in a meeting intended to end 
by 9:00 o'clock sharp, Entergy engi
neers who planned to provide 
overviews on quality assurance, 
post 9/11 security issues, the 
license renewal project, and VY's 
"environmental stewardship pro
gram" yielded the rest of their time 
at the podium to allow the public a 
chance to be heard. 

Representative Donelan asked 
the first question. "The large major
ity of calls to our office have to do 
with an independent safety assess
ment at the plant. If there is a call 
for an independent safety assess
ment, why haven't you done one? 
What is there to hide?" 

Guyer, acting as moderator, 
allowed time for Entergy to answer 
this question, although all the other 
questions from the public were 
noted for the record, and fielded en 
masse at the end of the session. 

Cosgrow insisted, "There was 
an independent safety assessment 
performed for Vermont Yankee at 
the request of the Vermont Public 
Service Board." He said the anti
nuclear New England Coalition had 
formally intervened at the Public 
Service Board hearings on the 
uprate, and recommended an inde
pendent engineering assessment 
of the plant. "That's basically what 

the Public Service Board ordered 
and that's what the NRC did." 

Ray Shadis, technical advisor 
for the New England Coalition, 
commenting after the meeting, 
said, "That's the worst kind of lying. 
In no way was this an independent 
engineering assessment. The VT 
PSB clearly defined that they want
ed a diagnostic safety inspection, in 
which the plant receives a deep 
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capacity. "We had nine people on 
our site over the course of many 
weeks. We've worked on all issues 
raised. They gave us a good honest 
shake." 

Yet, within 48 hours of ramping 
up to 105% of design capacity on 
Saturday, February 25th, one of the 
main steam lines at the plant began 
shaking in unexpected ways. Those 
vibrations have left VY's plans to 

inspection across 
systems of the emer
gency core cooling 
system, main steam 
lines, and other major 
systems, from top to 
bottom, to make sure 
everything is in place 
and functioning as it 
was designed to do. 
Then, when an issue 
is defined, they will do 
a horizontal inspec
tion, to determine 
why the anomaly 
exists, how long it has 
existed, was it result 
of bad inspections, 
and so forth. The PSB 
called for a diagnostic 
evaluation. 

Reilly Cohen of Bernardston said, " I like 
my little town. I like the people here. I hope 

you are right with all your positive talk." 

"The NRC did not agree to do 
such an inspection. They offered a 
pilot engineering inspection, the 
team selected and examined 45 
components - not systems - and 
found eight of them at fault. Forty
five components may be less than 
1 % of the plant. Still, if they exam
ine one percent of the plant and find 
eight components out of compli
ance, you might expect they would 
take a further look. There has been 
no follow up. 

"No matter how you slice it, this 
was not an independent safety 
assessment." Shadis compared the 
900 hours the NRC invested in the 
2005 pilot engineering inspection at 
VY to the 24,000 hours that went 
into the independent safety assess
ment at Maine Yankee in 
Wiscassett, after a whistleblower at 
that plant alerted the NRC to falsi
fied computer records the plant 
used during the permitting process 
for a 10% power uprate at that 
plant. Following the independent 
safety assessment, which featured 
outside contractors, engineers and 
inspectors from Maine, and NRC 
inspectors from outside the New 
York - New England region, working 
under a five member commission 
appointed by the governor of 
Maine, Maine Yankee was perma
nently shut down, Shadis said. 

Dreyfuss said the NRC inspec
tion at Vermont Yankee last year 
looked at "all key systems and com
ponents with the highest potential 
impact across all systems, as well 
as operator actions, to make sure 
components could perform their 
functions," under the conditions 
expected at 120% of original design 

increase power to 120% on extend
ed hold, while the NRC examines 
data collected from the first week
end's experiment. 

Garrett Connelly, of 
Bernardston, spoke next. "How 
much comes out of the top of your 
plant, year in, year out? Ten, twelve 
thousand curies a year? Having a 
wife who has suffered with breast 
cancer, I want to know, how many 
additional curies of radiation a year, 
including Strontium-90, which 
lodges in the bones of children, will 
come out of the vent stacks at your 
plant each year if you increase 
power an extra 20%? And do you 
add those possible cancer deaths 
to your risk calculations?" 

Bill Kilpatrick, of Northfield, 
asked, "When is the last time we 
had any kind of an evacuation drill? 
Since it is not possible to get home
owners insurance for a nuclear 
accident, I want to know how many 
supervisory or non-supervisory staff 
live in the 10-mile radius of your 
plant. The mess we saw recently in 
Louisiana and Mississippi would 
pale in comparison to what would 
happen in the event of an accident 
at Vermont Yankee. The federal 
government will sell you flood insur
ance. You can't buy insurance for a 
nuclear accident from anyone." 

Sharon Tracy, of Athol, called for 
evacuation plans and drills to be 
extended to at least 25 miles from 
the plant, an area that includes 
Athol, Amherst, Conway and 
Charlemont. "When the owners 
began the uprate, the plant began 
vibrating. We need to be prepared." 

see YANKEE pg 10 
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YANKEE 
continued from pg 9 

She urged people to call their legis
lators and demand joint exercises 
between towns, and expanded 
emergency plans. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

supply, and 
assisting her 
with evacua
tion planning 
in the event of 
an 
gency. 

emer-

p O pp y 
Kelly of 
Northfield 
wanted 
improved 
evacuation 
sirens for 
towns in the 
EPZ. "The 

March 16, 2006 

core containment vessel in 2002, 
after plant workers had warned 
them of problems at the Ohio 
plant?" 

James Robinson, a school 
nurse who lives in Northfield, want
ed worst case mortality and morbid
ity statistics in the event of a breach 
of containment accident, or fuel 
pool accident, at Vermont Yankee. 

Phil Allard, of South Deerfield, 
said, "The American people are 
smart enough to put their heads 
together and find a better way to 
make electricity. The heart of the 
matter is safety, and the danger 
from Vermont Yankee is growing. 
Now is the time we have to say 
'No.'" He pointed to five nuclear 
plants in the New York - New 
England area already decommis
sioned due to safety concerns. 

Michael Hardy, 
of Florence, a pho
tographer who 
recently took pic
tures of Vermont 
Yankee with Enter
gy's permission, 
said, "The entire 
place is very open 
to a terrorist attack. 
A plane could 
come in and crash 
that plant. In this 
day of terrorism, I 
wonder, what does 
that mean to us." 
He quoted plant 
spokesperson Rob 
Williams as com
paring a plane 

Randy Kehler of Colrain asked, "Are you planning to respond to siren can not 
the overwhelming call in Vermont towns (for improved evacuation be heard in 

plans), and will you do the same for us, south of the border?" cold weather 
with the win-

Tina Clark, of Clean Water 
Action in Amherst, disputed 
Cosgrow's claim that nuclear power 
displaced carbon dioxide from fos
sil fuel plants. She said if the mining 
and enrichment of nuclear fuel 
were taken into account, nuclear 
power is neutral on global warming 
emissions. She said nationwide 
development of safe, reliable wind 
power could eliminate the need for 
all nuclear power plants, which 
presently receive a huge imbalance 
of federal subsidies in comparison 
to renewable energy. 

Roy Ramsdell, who has worked 
at the plant while living in 
Bernardston and Gill for the last 16 
years, spoke of his pride in his 
community, his children, and his 
job. "I look at nuclear oversight. We 
will make sure things are done 
right. I live in the 10-mile zone, and 
so do my kids." 

Bill McGee, of Northfield, former 
PR man for Yankee Rowe, (shut 
down for safety concerns in 1991 
after 31 years of operation) said, "I 
think Vermont Yankee, since 1972, 
has a proven, documented track 
record of outstanding public service 
for us, and I'm proud to have you in 
the neighborhood." 

David Radebaugh, of Northfield, 
asked, "If there was a nuclear con
tainment accident and I could no 
longer use my property, my ques
tion is, 'Where do I go, and what do 
I do?'" 

A plant worker from 
Bernardston, first name Bernard, 
said he was "very excited by the 
reinvigoration of nuclear power 
nationwide, and the plans to build 
new plants with new, safer 
designs." He said when the time 
came to extend Vermont Yankee's 
license by 20 years, "Be assured 
the analysis will be very rigorous." 

crash at the reactor building to "a 
watermelon being thrown at a fire 
hydrant," an analogy that gave rise 
to some laughter in the audience. 

A breach of containment acci
dent at Vermont Yankee "would 
cause the evacuation of the entire 
region," said Hardy. "We have one 
highway that is backed up with only 
one lane closed. I can't compre
hend how we could evacuate the 
good people of the entire region. 
What happens IT we have an acci
dent these brilliant minds - and they 
are brilliant minds - can't control?" 

Reilly Cohen, who lives in 
Bernardston, followed up. "What 
would I have to do as a resident of 
Bernardston? I want to hear more 
than 'Listen to the radio and go to a 
local school.' I like my little town. I 
like the people here. I hope you are 
right with all your positive talk." 

A woman from Conway said the 
huge risks outweigh the benefits of 
nuclear power. "I'm sure the team 
members of Chernobyl and Three 
Mile Island were very well trained. 
I'm sure their paperwork was in 
order." 

Terry Caldwell denied an inde
pendent safety assessment was 
performed at Vermont Yankee. "It 

TIRED OF LATE FEES? 
Ask us about our Movie Lover's Membership 

No Due Dates • No Late Fees 

The Valley's Best Selection of Classic, Foreign, 
Independent & Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles 
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE 

50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 

was done by the NRC," she said. "I 
live 12 miles away. If I am sleeping 
when an accident occurs, IT my 
radio is off, how will I be notified? 
This plant should be closed down 
now." 

A man named Ben from 
Northfield took further issue with the 
claim that an independent safety 
study had been performed at VY. He 
said the NRC study was less than 
5% of the scope of the study at 
Maine Yankee, a plant that had 
received higher annual scores from 
the NRC than Vermont Yankee, but 
was ordered closed after the inde
pendent study there was completed. 

Randy Kehler of Colrain spoke 
of the overwhelming vote last week 
in five Vermont towns, including 
Brattleboro, calling for improved 
and expanded evacuation plan
ning, paid for by Entergy. "Are you 
planning to respond to this over
whelming call, and will you do the 
same for us, south of the border?" 

Judy Scheckel, a home health 
care provider from Shelburne, 
spoke of a rash of cases of chronic 
fatigue and cancer in her service 
area. "Every time you go to church, 
the ladies are talking about who is 
the next person to get cancer. I 
think there is an epidemic here of 
cancers and diseases resulting 
from damaged immune systems. Is 
anyone gathering the statistics of 
the poison we take into our food 
chain, now that the federal govern
ment is not testing milk [at down
wind dairies] anymore?" 

Susan Wiske, whose family 
operates a small campground in 
Bernardston, asked Entergy for 
help in protecting the public water 

dows closed. We need to imple
ment something that can reach 
each home." 

Bob Dickerman, of Northfield, 
said he drives, "frequently up Route 
142 at night. The place does look 
like a target, all lit up. What kinds of 
attacks have you anticipated and 
how are you dealing with that kind 
of threat?" 

Annette Macking, of 
Bernardston, said the 500 house
holds in her town were being 
exposed to "a huge risk. We would 
like the profits of Entergy to be 
taxed at a realistic rate equal to 
what it is going to cost in the event 
our community is transplanted and 
the land I've been paying for for 30 
years is no longer inhabitable, 
along with the clean-up of the 
Connecticut River." 

Claire Chang, of Gill, asked why 
Entergy, which anticipates making 
a profit of $250 million in the first 
year of the uprate, could not find $1 
million to do an independent safety 
assessment. She said the high 
level waste storage planned for the 
banks of the Connecticut River, "in 
the event of a 500-year flood, will 
wash down straight past my house. 
How long will it take a radioactive 
plume to reach Northfield with a 10 
m.p.h. wind? How many phone 
calls would it take for you to alert 
officials? We need to focus on 
renewables, and safe energy." 

Bruce Spencer, of New Salem, 
asked, "Why would anyone choose 
an old technology steam reactor for 
a 20% uprate?" He asked, "How 
can we trust the NRC, who let the 
Besse Davis plant come within half 
an inch of a breach of the six inch 

Bob English, of Northfield, who 
has lived comfortably 'off the grid' 
for 20 years with photovoltaic elec
tricity, wanted "a detailed descrip
tion of what would happen to my 
home if most of the radioactivity at 
Vermont Yankee were released in a 
terrorist attack or a catastrophic 
accident." 

Sally Shaw, of Gill, asked for 
people to help gather "deciduous 
baby teeth" from children who live 
in the counties around Vermont 
Yankee, to assist in the Radiation 
and Public Health Project study of 
Strontium-90 downwind of nuclear 
reactors. People willing to donate a 
child's outgrown tooth should con
tact Traprock Peace Center, at 773-
7427· 

Dana Levine, a Massachusetts 
state police officer for 18 years, 
said, "I've never been informed 
about how we are going to respond 
to an evacuation. My goal is to pro
tect people. I'm at a loss." 

After the public comments and 
questions, Cosgrow denied that 
Strontium-90 was emitted by 
Vermont Yankee. An Entergy offi
cial detailed post 9/11 improve
ments in plant security, such as 
more, better armed guards, 
increased fencing and barbed wire. 
The meeting broke up as a rare 
March thunderstorm lit up the farms 
and fields of Franklin County, and 
rain came down in torrents. 
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Spring Cleaning and Planting, Naturallvl 
Franklin County residents have 

two opportunities to attend a work
shop on natural, low-toxic ways to 
maintain our homes, control pests, 
and have healthy yards and gardens. 
The Franklin County Solid Waste 
District joins the Great Falls 
Discovery Center in hosting the first 
workshop at the Discovery Center 
on Thursday, March 23rd at 6 30 
p.m. The District joins the Greenfield 
Community College Human Ecology 
Program and Greenfields Market to 
host the second workshop at 6 30 
p m., Wednesday, March 29th in 
the Social Sciences Studio, East 
Building, Room 115 on the main 
GCC campus. There is no charge for 
either workshop. Both events will 
provide refreshments beginning a 
half an hour before the start of the 

VILLAGE 
continued from pg 1 

political organization made up 
of Irish immigrants and their 
descendants who joined togeth
er for social suppo1t, mutual 
advancement, and in some 
instances, mutual safety and 
protection. 

At the time of the organiza
tion's growth in the Northeast, 
there was extreme prejudice and 
what would now be considered 
racial crimes perpetrated 
against the Irish. You have but 
to look to the cartoons of 
Thomas Nast, often credited 
with giving us the Republican 
elephant, the Democrat donkey, 
Uncle Sam and a jovial Santa 
Claus. He also gave us bigoted 
and inflammatory caricatures of 
the Irish, whom he despised, 
often depicted as apes. So, in 
this climate, belonging to a sup
po1t group like the Hibernian 
Order was a necessity. 

With thousands of Irish 
iminigrants entering Massachu
setts, fleeing 400 years of slav
e1y and apartheid conditions in 
their own land, many of course 
reached Turners Falls to help 
dig the canals, build the rail
roads, and work the 1nills. The 
AOH arrived with them as well, 
and the Hibernian Hall came to 
play an impo1tant role in the 
community. At the tum of the 
centmy, dances, political gath
erings, and basketball games 

workshop and a chance to win a 
compost bin. 

Spring is a time for cleaning, 
planning the garden, making our 
lawns healthier and looking at new 
ways to landscape. The workshops 
will highlight natural, nontoxic ways 
to keep our homes clean and explore 
safer, low-toxic ways to have health
ier grass and gardens. We will also 
discuss natural ways to landscape 
and garden that help reduce pests 
and attract birds and beneficial 
insects. 

We are exposed to harmful 
chemicals in many ways-including 
the products we use to clean our 
homes or maintain our yards. 
Advertising for cleaners, detergents, 
polishes, pesticides, personal care, 
and other products tells us they are 

drew huge crowds there. 
Boxing matches, town meetings 
and other extravaganzas were 
also held at the Hibernian. The 
entrepreneur behind many 
events was the famous 
'Banisher' Shea, who also 
founded and ran the Shea 
Theater. 

There are legends a.round 
town as to how he got his nick
name, but my theo1y is linguis
tic. Some say he banished 
something or someone from his 
sight, but I see a connection 
between 'Banisher' and 
'Bainisteoir'- a Gaelic word 
meaning 'manager' (and it 
sounds like Shea. was busy man
aging eve1ything going on in 
town!) The words are pro
nounced identically, except that 
the Gaelic word slips in a flick 
of the tongue to add the letter t 
in the Iniddle of the word ... who 
knows? With Gaelic as the 
native language of most of the 
iminigrant families at the end of 
the 1800s, this could quite pos
sibly be the origin of the nick
name. 

During the 50s and 60s, 
many of us remember the Rag 
Shag parades on Halloween that 
ended at the Hibernian Hall 
with prizes distributed for vari
ous costumes. The High School 
scheduled basketball games 
there, adult leagues found a 
home there, Cub Scouts used it 
for meetings and yearly events. 
But the day-to-day role of the 

fast, easy, and effective. But how 
safe are they? Only a small portion of 
the more than 80,000 chemicals reg
istered by the U S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) have been 
thoroughly tested for human health 
concerns. The "Spring Cleaning and 
Planting, Naturally!" workshops will 
provide hands-on tips about natural 
products and methods for a safer 
home, pest control, and healthy 
lawns and landscapes. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their ques
tions and share their ideas. 

For more information, contact the 
District office at 772-2438. Hearing 
impaired individuals can contact the 
District through the Massachusetts 
Relay at 711 or for TTY/ASCII 
access dial 1-800-439-2370. 

Hibernian probably had the 
most profound effect of all on 
the community. For a lot of kids 
in Turners, it was a home away 
from home. It was a bright and 
wa1m place, a place you could 
go to get away from unpleasant 
stuff at home, btun off adoles
cent energy and tension, play 
basketball until you dropped, 
and take a wa1m shower after
ward. And if you needed it, you 
could get suppo1t from the man 
who ran the place, John 
Skiypek. He was universally 
respected and admired by 
eve1yone who ma.de the long 
climb up those stairs. He was 
always stem but siniling, giving 
no-nonsense advice, fatherly 
support and a good boot in the 
behind, if needed. I suppose he 
was something of a saint, was 
John Skiypek. 

But those memories have 
faded. With the renewal and 
renovation that came with 
Silvio Conte's plan for down
town revitalization, the Hall lost 
its community role, the building 
was transfonned. For a hundred 
years it provided a gathering 
place, a safe haven, and a stabi
lizing presence that could still 
be helpful in this community 
nowadays. All that's left are the 
two Shamrocks high up over the 
Avenue to remind us of the 
vibrant days of the old 
Hibernian. 
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WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner 

Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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YOUTH BASEBALL 
•Tee-Ball-Ages 4 • 6 

Rookie League - Grades 1 & 2 (1st graders 
must have played at least one season of 
{-ball lo be ellgible.) 

• Farm Travel Team-Grades 2-4 (Players 
in 2nd grade must be 8 years old as cl 
Sept 1 cl 2005) 

• Youth Travel Team-Grades 5 - 7 

GIRLS' SOFTBALL 
Become pert of Montague's proud softball 
tradition! 
• Rookie League - Girls in grades K. 2 
• Senior League - Girls in grades 3 - 6. 

PEPSI PITCH, HIT AND RUN 
Youths ages 7 - 14. Tote held Saturday, 
April 22 at Unity Park 

SWIMMING LESSONS • SESSION Ill 

Ages 5 & Up Begins Saturday, April 8 

SUMMER PLAYGROUND REGISTRATION - --
begins Monday, April 3 for Montague Residents 
only. Non-residents may register starting 
Monday, May 1. 
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"It'8 Just a sto11e's throw from reality.• 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer - Wine - Liquor 

MON _ ~i;.~~1~~rAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

Eat In or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUBSADILLAS 

Now serving 
People's Pint .Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon • Sat 11 :30 am • 9 pm 

Starts April 11; 8-week program 

YOGA 
Starts Aprll 5; 10-week program 

_AR_T_/PA_INTI_N_.c.G_CLAS-c..c..SE-'-S _ __, 
Call for infoonation! 

FaMIL¥ PRQGIUUIS 

PETER COTTONTAIL'S EGGstravaganza 

Saturday, April 15@ Un~y Park. Over 3,000 
eggs; face painting; egg deCO'ating and Peter 
Cottontail will be presen~ Merk your calendars! 
Sponsored by Montigue Elks, Hillside Plastics, 
New England Extrusion, Greenfield Saving; 

Bank & Equi's Candy Store 

CRABAPPLE FESTIVAL SK FUN RUN 

Sunday, April 30th 

For prices and more informa-
tion, and/or, to receive a Spring 
Programs Brochure contact, 
Montague Parks & Recreation 

56 First Stree1 
Unity Pall< Fieldhouse 

T umers Falls, MA O 1376 
863-3216. 

ATTENTION HOME OWNERS 
Consolidate Now - Pay off your adjustable 

mortgage, credit cards, installment loans and replace 
them with ONE LOW FIXED MONTHLY PAYMENT. 

Windy Hollow 
.. _Veterinary Clinic 

Locally ow~ed since 1 941 

Call 1-413-773-8984 
Tim Prevost Loan Officer 

NATIONAL C11Y MORTGAGE 

@ EQUAL 
HOUSING 

LENDER 

Only homeowners are eligible. All loans are 
subject to cred~ approval & property review. 
Programs subject to change without notice. 

~issance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Bo)( 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

Amy Plavin, D.V.M. 
Route 47 • Montague Center 

413-367-0062 
www.windyhollowvet.com 

Small Animal Medicine • Surgery • Dentistry 
Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture 

Providing a holistic approach to vetelinary care for your pet 
in a client friendly atmosphere. 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413·863-9166 
ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI. SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413-863-0218 
REALTOR' Email bedsonl@comcast.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

Full service market 
Fresh fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 

SINCE 1888 

FAX 413-773-1105 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: dan@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Daniel J. Snyder 863-43 73 
Agent/Broker 
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to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 
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DEAREST LEADER'S ANNUAL ADDRESS 

Thank you, teeming hordes, faceless masses, 
serfs, drudges, slaves, and all manner of human chattel, 
and especially you, the little people. 

This year's Glorious Campaign to Preserve Our Sovereignty 
and Rout the Cancer of Foreign Turpitude 
will be announced later at the hangings. 

Thanks to all who submitted poetry for this issue. We welcome new Our exalted warriors will be paid double 
submissions every month. • in an exciting new currency, the corwin, 

City of Glass 
For Pablo Neruda 
La Chascona, Santiago de Chile 

The poet's house was a city of glass: 
cranberry glass, milk glass, carnival glass, 
red and green goblets row after row, 
black luster of wine in bottles, 
ships in bottles, zoo of bottles, 
ro·oster, horse, monkey, fish, 
heartbeat of clocks tapping against crystal, 
windows illuminated by the white Andes., 
observatory of glass over Santiago. 

When the poet died, 
they brought his coffin to the city of glass. 
There was no doGr: the door was a thousand daggers, 
beyond the door an ancient world in ruins, 
glass now arrowheads, axes, pottery shards, dust. 
There were no windows: fingers of air 
reached for glass like a missing lover's face. 
There was no zoo: the bottles were half-moons 
and quarter-moons, horse and monkey 
eviscerated with every clock, with every lamp. 
Bootprints spun in a lunatic tango across the floor. 

The poet's widow said, We will not sweep the glass. 
His wake is here. Reporters, photographers, 
intellectuals, ambassadors stepped across the glass 
cracking like a frozen lake, and soldiers too, 
who sacked the city of glass, 
returned to speak for their general, 
three days of official mourning 
announced at the end of the third day. 

In Chile, a river of glass bubbled, cooled, 
hardened, and rose in sheets, only to crash and rise again. 
One day, years latert the soldiers wheeled around 
to find themselves in a city of glass. 
Their rifles turned to carnival glass; 
bullets dissolved, glittering, in their hands. 
From the poet's zoo they heard monkeys cry; 
from the poet's observatory they heard 
poem after poem like a call to prayer:. 
The general's tongue burned with slivers 
invisible to the eye. The general's tongue 
was the color of cranberry glass. 

--Martin Espada 

a round stone equaling one hundred snowflakes. 

My special gratitude to you, the great unwashed, 
for your generous participation in this year's 
bake sale and blood drive. 

And yum yum, what you ladies can bake 
with sticks and pebbles. I should tell you all 
that your first born are leading adventurous lives 

prospecting for our nation's mineral heritage. 
What fun you will all have this year visiting 
our newly capacious Catacombs of Justice 

hand carved from solid schist 
by your own dear children! 
I haven't even told you yet about 

This year's bone stacking competition! 
Pyramids and palaces built by and of your parents 
will be ornamented by and with this year's winners. 

There's a special treat in store for you: 
This year, to commemorate the anniversary 
of my just and beneficent leadership, you may whistle! 

Our national anthem, while you work, of course, 
and what jobs await you I Pucker up, Great People! 
We have the very grave of history to dig! 

--Corwin Ericson 
Wendell 

At the table and the counter, 
we become part of the endless stream, 

among other familiar faces smudging the 
cellular divide between anonymity and grace. 

We come to be served, to observe 
our Magdalena wipe our table with a smile; 

place the cream and sugar closer, 
fill our cup, make shmter our desire. 

The place fills, then empties out again: 
ritual blasts of cold air lift our napkins, 

float the dampened check 
face down upon the floor. 

e come, communally, to find whatever hurrie 
~ us all along, upstream from here, _ 
~ for the food is good, familiar and cheap, ' 

and there are brief but nourishing exchanges: 
_ mechanical, analog connections compared to 

our waking, worklife diet of digital 
data and discourse-but, it is all the same: 

to be known, to.be loved, 
to give and to receive, 

to have a little warmth ... 
for a while we are together 

and then after, go on our way again. 

•· Nina Bander 
Turners Falls 

March 16, 2006 
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• FINDING BAlANCE: HEAlTH TIPS FOR A HAPPY llFE 

'Night, 'Night, Sleep Tight 

BY JENNY CHAPIN 
MONTAGUE CITY - Do you 
ever feel like the night is inter
minable, and you wish the stm 
would huny up and rise so you 
could quit pretending you were 
going to get any sleep? Not get
ting enough sleep is a common 
complaint these days. "Trouble 
sleeping" means you have a 
hard time falling asleep; that 
you fall asleep fine but wake in 
the night, unable to get back to 
sleep; or have dishrrbed, rest
less, or poor quality sleep. 

For all the laborsaving 
devices at om disposal, we still 
work long hours. We also work 
hard, pushing omselves to do 
more than we're comfo1table 
with, wearing ourselves out. 
Most of us need more rest and 
relaxation than we ever get; 
even a cat-nap may feel too 
indulgent. 

Electric lights have creat
ed a tendency to prolong day 
into night. Most of us carry 

our daytime mental activity into 
the world of sleep - for example, 
I dream about teaching yoga, 
forgetting where I've parked my 
car, and even about doing my 
taxes! 

Factors that make deep rest
ful sleep a struggle include 
infonnation overload, stress, 
anxiety, lack of exercise, dehy
dration, poor diet, and the rarity 
of finding darkness away from 
artificial light. Other causes can 
be depression, anger, resent
ment, fear of the dark, or the 
pain, discomfo1t, or emotional 
distress associated with illness. 

Pete Egoscue, anatomical 
physiologist in San Diego and 
author of the Pain Free books, 
writes that "motion energizes all 
of our system, while lack of 
motion drains them. In place of 
motion, we use artificial stimu-

!ants - nicotine, caffeine, sugar, 
alcohol - to get up, to get mel
low, to find motivation, to go to 
sleep." He's fotmd that the worst 
chronic pain symptoms are 
accompanied by sleep depriva
tion - and that lack of sleep 
intensifies pain symptoms. 
Regular exercise has a positive 
effect on many aspects of your 
life. 

Inadequate sleep gives rise to 
irritability, impatience, difficul
ty concentrating, lowered 
i.mmtmity, headaches, impaired 
ability to make sotmd decisions, 
lethargy, clumsiness, and a ten
dency to lose things (perspec
tive, house keys, sense of 
humor). 

Eating rich spicy foods, or 
going to bed with a full stom
ach, gears your digestive system 
up when you should be gearing 
down. Also problematic are 
alcohol, sugar, and caffeine 
products (coffee, chocolate, 

THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

aspirin, soft drinks, diet pills). 
Avoid violent movies or loud 
music at night, as they speed up 
your hea1t rate. 

If you suffer from mental 
hyperactivity, bring the energy 
down from your head at the end 
of the day. Soak your feet in 
wann water and a few drops of 
lavender oil, or mb your feet 
with lotion - ve1y soothing, 
especially if someone else 
works on your feet! 

A good night's sleep renews 
us, and makes us feel fit to face 
the world. Our bodies need time 
to regenerate; our organs 
(including the brain!) and mus
cles need time doing vimially 
nothing, to balance all the time 
they are busy doing something. 

Regular use of herbal teas 
such as chamomile, catnip, 
scullcap, hops, oatstraw, and 
valerian help calm, quiet, nour
ish, and strengthen the nervous 
system; the vitamin C in rose-

High Criines and Glaucoina 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I heard that 
marijuana helps glaucoma. I'd 
like to try it, but won't I get in 
trouble? 

Marijuana can help your 
glaucoma and it could definitely 
get you in trouble because it's 
illegal. 

Marijtiana refers to the parts 
of the Cannabis sativa plant, 
which has been used for medic
inal purposes for more than 
4,800 years. Doctors in ancient 
China, Greece and Persia used it 
as a pain reliever and for gas
trointestinal disorders and 
insomnia. 

Cannabis as a medicine was 
co1mnon throughout most of the 
world in the 1800s. It was used 
as the primary pain reliever 
tmtil the invention of aspirin. 
The United States, in effect, 
made prescriptions for Calll1abis 
illegal through the Marijuana 
Tax Act of 193 7. The only 

opponent to the legislation was 
the representative of the 
American Medical Association. 

Marijuana contains at least 
60 chemicals called cannabi
noids. THC is the main compo
nent responsible for marijuana's 
mind-altering effect. Marino! 
(dronabinol), a prescription 
dmg taken by oral capsule, is a 
man-made version of THC 

One ofTHC's medical uses is 
for the treatment of nausea. It 
can improve mild to moderate 
nausea caused by cancer 
chemotherapy and help reduce 
nausea and weight loss in peo
ple with AIDS. 

Older people, especially 
those with no marijtiana experi
ence, may not tolerate THC's 
mind-altering side effects as 
easily as yotmg people. 

Doctors generally prescribe 
several kinds of newer anti-nau
sea drugs with fewer side 
effects before resorting to 

Marino!. 
Glaucoma increases pressure 

in the eyeball, which can lead to 
vision loss. Smoking marijuana 
reduces pressme in the eyes. 
Your doctor can prescribe other 
medications to treat glaucoma, 
but these can lose their effec
tiveness over time. Researchers 
are working to develop medica
tions containing calll1abinoids 
that can be put directly on the 
eyes. 

Researchers are trying to 
develop new medications based 
on cannabis to treat pain. THC 
may work as well in treating 
cancer pain as codeine. A recent 
sh1dy fotmd that cannabinoids 
significantly reduced pain in 
people with multiple sclerosis, a 
disease of the ne1vous system. 

Though some doctors and 
patients suggest marijuana has a 
legitimate use, the federal gov
emment disagrees. The law 
classifies marijuana as one of 

the "most dangerous drugs that 
have no recognized medical 
use." The penalties for posses
sion of marijuana can range 
from a small fine to a prison 
sentence. 

Along with the legal implica
tions of smoking marijtiana are 
the health problems such as 
memo1y impairment, loss of 
coordination and the potential 
for withdrawal symptoms. And, 
inhaling marijuana smoke 
exposes you to substances that 
may cause cancer. 

One srudy has indicated that 
the risk of heart attack more 
than quadmples in the first hour 
after smoking marijuana. The 
researchers suggest that a hea1t 
attack might be caused by mari
juana's effects on blood pres
sure, hea1t rate and the capacity 
of blood to cany oxygen. 

Most polls show that about 
three out of four people approve 
of medical marijuana. This has 

hips also soothes nerves. 
When you go to bed, put on 

soothing music, and bring your 
attention to the rhythmic move
ment of the breath moving in 
and out. Release body tensions, 
and let your thoughts float past 
like clouds blowing through the 
sky. 

Sometimes we need outside 
assistance to break out of 
lifestyle patterns that don't se1ve 
us. If you're stressed or 
depressed, in pain, ill, or use 
sleep aids or food to go to sleep, 
you might benefit by seeing a 
holistic health practitioner to 
help bring you back into restful 
balance. 

Jenny Chapin is a resident of 
Montague City, and a certified 
acupuncturist, Zero Balancer, 
and yoga teacher, practicing in 
Franklin County for seven 
years. If you have a suggestion 
for a topic, please email Jenny: 
jgchapin@croc-ker.com 

LLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON 

led to the introduction of bills in 
Congress which would elimi
nate federal controls in states 
which approve medical marijtia
na. None of these bills has been 
voted into law. 

There is legislation on the 
books in 33 states and the 
District of Columbia allowing 
the medical use of marijuana. 
Most require that it be pre
scribed. This provision presents 
a problem because federal agen
cies control the power to pre
scribe. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com 
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PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

-_ (Yn4'lll.a,ic,e 

~- 25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box J 12 
Turners falls, MA 01376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

Cup O' Joe Ne=,~~~':; 
. ~ Internet 

Espresso• Cappuccino• lattes ""~~ 
• Great Casua{ Atmo~nere ~ 
• Crcat co·{{cc,yastt·ics, -.:- M F · .'lJ' on• r1 

anJ [wealfast serveJ ti(( ifay. 6 to 2 
• Ddi sancfwicfies am{ wr'!:!,s are Sac & Sun 

t111ai(ablefor funcf,. a to 2 
111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 / (413)863-2800 / Zach Fellows -Owner 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 

Teachers: 
- 20% off educational materials 

15% off all other books 

. _ Most special orders within 2 days! 
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6; Sac 9-6; Sun 12-5 

74 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners Falls, MA 
Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement w,ndows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELER# 
• Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry 

'01 Diamonds 

C11stom rrymi,· 
work done 011 yremises 

<il> Watches 
~ Am1iversary Bands 

OMfashioned service! 

Cort1cr of Main ,~ 

L.1rry Pfeffer 
772-0859 lvlon.-Fri., 9::~0-5::{0 

Sat. 9:00-5:00 
www.coutttryjcwclcr.com Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

Jujt ~tugs 
We Buy Anything From a Pin 

To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360 
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. FAX 863-3050 GOT SPORTS? 
20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
Quiet Start to Free Agency for Patriots 

4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 
39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

carpentrv 
No job too small - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

compltlrs 
Tracknology-Custom software, 
data base development and web 
design. Call (413) 367-0149. 

Real Estate 

Reynolds Properties - A friend 
for the buyer; someone to 
represent you! Consulting, buyer 
representation, 20+ years exp. 
Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR, CRS, 
GRI. Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553. 

services 

End Chaos - Are you living in 
a mess? Can't seem to tackle it 
alone? Get rid of that nagging 
feeling. I can help clean and 
organize rooms, garages and 
basements. We'll either find a 
place for ~ or gain the courage to 
throw it away. Create more open 
space. Find the stuff you actually 
need. Call Super Girl at 863-
9104. 

CAN YOU SELL? - The 
Montague Reporter is looking for 
an Advertising Director. 
Display, Business Cards, and 
Classified Ads, Work by 

commission. Submit resume and 
work history: reporterAds@ 
Montague-MA.net or (413) 863-
8666. 

PLOW FRAU & Bow Wow: Sita 
Lang, (413) 834-7569. Hauling 
your used goods to people and 
places in need, and not 
necessarily to the landfill. Free 
Estimates. 

MATH TUTOR AVAILABLE 
For all levels; after school or 
home school, SAT prep, certified 
teacher: Mary Chapin 413-586-
4121. 

Help Wanted 

The Town of Erving is accepting 
applications for a Part-Time 
Seasonal Worker to help 
maintain the town's cemetery. 
This involves cutting grass using 
town equipment. Aproximately 10 
to 15 hours per week, depending 
on the weather. Position to start 
in May 2006 and work through 
the grass-cutting season. Pay is 
in the $9 to $10 range. Send 
letter of interest to the Board of 
Selectmen, Town of Erving, 12 
East Main Street, Erving, MA 
01344. EOE. Please mark all 
envelopes as CONFIDENTIAL. 
Respond by 3:00 pm. on 4/14/06. 
Questions? Call Town Hall at 
422-2800, Ext. 100. 

ClASSIFIEDS: $5 FOR 20 WORDS 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.10 for each additional word 
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I OFF for the month of March I 
I I 
I 147 2nd Street, Turners Falls, MA I 
I (413) 863-0003 • Open 8-5 Mon.-Fri.l 

Immediate Financing Available 

BY LEE CARIGNAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Now that 
the NFL labor agreement is in 
place, the New England Patriots 
can get sta1ted with their 
important off-season agenda. 

Before the free agency period 
staited, the Patriots worked deals 
with some of their own free 
agents. They have agreed to a 
two-year deal with safety Artrell 
Hawkins, who joined the team at 
midseason and started six games 
down the stretch. Hawkins was 
originally signed in November 
of last season, off of waivers. He 
has been a career comerback, 
who was quickly moved to 
safety. The loss of safety Rodney 
HaITison left the Patriots 
seconda1y in disarray for much 
of the season, until Hawkins 
moved into the pos1hon. 
Hawkins excelled at safety and 
helped the Pats solidify their 
seconda1y going into the 
playoffs. Hawkins will provide 
insurance in case Ha1rison isn't 
ready to go at the beginning of 
the season. Hawkins can play all 
positions in the seconda1y. He 
can be used in the Patriots nickel 
and dime packages and give the 
secondaiy more depth. 

The teain's remaining list of 
unrestricted free agents includes: 
legendary place kicker Adam 
Vinatieri, receivers David 
Givens, Troy Brown, and Tim 
Dwight, offensive lineman Tom 
Ashwo1th and Stephen Neal, 

tight end Christian Fauria, 
linebacker Matt Chatham, and 
mnning back Heath Evans. 

Vinatieri was paid a little 
more than $2.5 million last 
season, and it might take a 
ridiculously high rival offer for 
the Patriots not to bring him 
back. Vmatieri has become the 
most popttlai· kicker ill Patiiot 
history, and it would be difficult 
seeing him in another tmiform 
next season. The Cowboys and 
the Packers have shown some 
interest. The Patiiots have the 
resources to match any offer, but 
may go ill another direction if the 
bidding gets too high. 

Givens, who had a cai·eer-best 
year last season with 59 
receptions despite missing three 
games with a knee injmy, is 
looking to cash in after playing 
for less than $1 million in his 
first three years. As an 
unrestricted free agent, he was 
tendered a midlevel deal for 
$1.43 million in 2005. It seemed 
he was all but gone heading into 
free agency because of the p11ce 
tag he would command. But in 

Suzae savs: Hev. Wash it! 
- Wash big stuff! 

Gel it all done at oncel 

~t clear Cho1. 
4.-O It);' ("~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

M;iss. <:on tractor Reg.If J 07141 
Mass. License #0!'>9!'>6!5 

JOE GRAVELINE 

recent days the Patriots have 
shown interest in b1inging 
Givens back. It could be because 
of the number of receivers 
signed in the first week of free 
agency, which has left the Pats 
with few other options. In the 
meantime, Givens continues to 
visit other teams. 

The PatI'iots cut Willie 
McGinnest last week to avoid 
paying him a $3 million signing 
bonus, making him a free agent. 
The Patiiots have done this in the 
past to get under the salary cap. 
They would re-work the contract 
and McGinnest would take a 
hometown discount and retmn. 
McGinnest has said he would 
like to finish his career with the 
Patriots. He loves playing for 
Bill Belichick and would love a 
chance at winning another 
championship. But it's possible 
because of his age the Patiiots 
may be cutting ties with him. 
This yeai·'s draft is ve1y deep at 
linebacker. The Pa.tI'iots may 
have their eye on a young 
linebacker for the future and may 
use the money slotted for 
McGinnest to sign other players. 

Of the other New England 
free agents, Troy Brown, 
Stephen Neal and TomAshwo1th 
are the only ones ill that group 
who received starter-level 
playing time. Brown has not said 
whether he plans to retire, 
though he indicated during the 
season he is likely to be back for 
another yeai·. Brown would like 
to retire a Patriot if given the 
chance, but it's unknown if the 
Patriots want to bring him back 
for another yeai·. Both Neal and 
Ashworth ai·e young offensive 
linemen with an upside. 
However the Patriots have not 
shown much interest in either 
player yet this off-season. Other 
teains could sign either player 
soon. There have been some 
reports that the Patriots are 
interested in the Jets center 
Kevin Mawae to replace Neal at 
guai·d for next season. 

The PatI'iots are in good 
shape, cunently $1 7 million 
under the 2006 salaiy cap. They 
shottld be able to retain a number 
of their key players and have 
some money left over to fill 
some slots with other teams' free 
agents. The Pats haven't made 
any moves since the start of free 
agency, leaving some to wonder 
what the plai1 is. Things should 
pick up ill the next couple of 
weeks as more players start 
signing. 
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Canaj,."~~r Studios 
• ~ ~~- . . 

Clay/Stone Smlpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawings (O]nd Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 BY CHANCE OR 

FAX 413.863. 9099 APPOINTMENT. 

EMAIL: JACK@CANALSTAR.BIZ 

\Yi•l1fiiJ;ilf 
,..-,\.)- Su,ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRANO PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES • WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING . SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

(!dJic•«-, ~ 9" ~I 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • P.O. Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 
Mary Lou Emond HOME: 413-863-4568 

CRS. GRI. CSR EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAI ENT Musical Anlliversaries. 3.00 pm. 
at Second Congregational Church, 
Greenfield. Advance tickets are 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH 
HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 

Great Falls Discovery Center 
invites you to st. Patrick's Day is 
for the Birds!, from IO to 11 a m. 
or 11 am. to Noon. Come join 
Susan J. Russo and Gini Traub to 
leam through hands-on activities 
what St. PatJick's Day and birds 
have in common. Program geared 
towards 3 - 7 year olds, all are wel
come. Parents please 
make sure your child is 
dressed to get a little 
messy! 

dinner at 7 p.m. followed by Frank 
Santos, The R-rated Hypnotist and 
Comedian at 9 p.m., DJ Rod 
Herzig ti.I midnight. Limited tick
ets available $25/pp. Past shows 
have sold out! Reservations for 
groups of 8 or more only. Call 
sponsors for tickets; Upton
Massamont Realtors, (413) 665-
3771 extl04; Don Mailloux, (413) 
423-3810. Call the ente1tairunent 

$ 12.00 general, $10.00 senior, 
$8.00 student and $5.00 children, 
available at World Eye Bookshop, 
Greenfield; Broadside Bookshop, 
Northampton; and online at 
www.pvso.org. Door prices are 
more. Info: www.pvso.org or (413) 
773-3664. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21ST 
The throat singing ensemble Alash 
will bring the unique music of the 
Inner Asian Republic of Tova to 
the Shea Theater in Tumer's Falls, 
MA on March 21st at 7:30 PM and 
to the ROUNDHOUSE in Colrain 
on the 19th and 20th. Alash, which 
is touring the United States for the 
first time, has pe1fonned through
out Russia and Europe, adding 

new musical insights to 
the traditional "musical 
treasures" of Tova. 
Throat singing, also 
called Xoomei, is an 
tmusual use of the voice 
a.s an instrnment, with 
some similarities to over
tone singing. By manipu
lating their vocal chords, 
Xoomei singers can pro
duce two distinct tones at 
the same time. In tJ·adi-
tional Tuvan music, the 
singers often use their 
voices and instmments to 
create the sounds of their 

Benefit concert for the 
Montague Skate Park at 
The Brick House 
Community Center, 24 
3rd St., Tumers Falls. 6 -
IO p m. featrning an aJTay 
of local talent including 
Moscow Mule, There 
Was Change, Under 
Falling Skies, The 
Unsung Cliche, and more. 
Admission $5 at the door 
(though attendees are 
encouraged to give what
ever they can for the skate 
park), be sme to get there 
early as the event will 
certainly sell out. The 
funds raised will go to 
repairs and maintainence 
needed to reopen the 
park. This is a substance 
free event. 

• \.at.C\\ 
1Under Falling Jere~ 
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world - bird whistles, 
bubbling streams, canter
ing horses and howling 
wolves -- producing a 
musical portrait of the 
remote, forested taiga 
and windswept steppes. 
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Adam Ainslie Band CD Release 
Pa1ty live at the Rt. 63 Roadhouse. 
Happy St. Patricks Day, 9:30 pm. 
Federal St., Millers Falls. For more 
info call (413) 659-3384. 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
MARCH 17TH & 18TH 
Pothole Pictures presents a double 
feat.me, Breathless - A car thief 
kills a policeman and goes on the 
run with his American girlftiend. 
Followed by Bound - Jeilllifer Tilly 
and Geena Gershon star roles as 
neighbors involved in intrigue, (R) 
Perfo1mances at Memo1ial Hall 
Theater, 51 Bridge St., Shelbume 
Falls. Music before the movie at 
7:00 pm. (Friday - Doug 
Creighton & Dedo Norris, 
Saturday - Swing Caravan). Movie 
at 7:30 p Ill. 413-625-2896 

center for other info at (413) 423-
3047. 

The Echo Lake Coffee House pres
ents Jay Mankita in conceit, 7:30 
pm, at the Town Hall, 9 Montague 
Rd., Leverett. Admission is 
$10/$8 seniors. Refreshments for 
purchase. Jay Mankita is a master
ful acoustic guitarist and 
singer/songwriter, whose styles 
range from blues, bluegrass, and 
ballads, through ragtime, swing, 
and samba, and from old standards 
to quirky originals. His songs 
guide us on an authentic jotm1ey 
through the human condition, with 
honesty and compassion, and a 
healthy dose of humorous insight. 

Drnnk Stuntmen at Rt. 63 
Roadhouse 3rd Anniversary Party, 
Come to dance, 9:30 pm. Federal 
St., Millers Falls. For more info 
call (413) 659-3384. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19TH 

24TH 
Shea Theater's Young Stage 
Company presents Light and 
Grimm, adaptations of 3 fai.ty tales 
from the Brothers Grimm. All 
seats $5. For tickets call the box 
office at (413) 863-2281. 

ContJ·a Dance with David Kaynor 
& Greenfield Dance Band at 
Guiding Star Grange Hall, 401 
Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00 
pm. - midnight. 413-367-9380. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25TH 
Maple Sugar Supper including 
baked beans, ham, potato salad, 
green salad, brown bread, 
Johnson's Maple Syrnp and frit
ters, rolls and butter and coffee. 
Se1ved family style. Community 
Chmch ofNorth Orange and Tully. 
Sittings at 5:00 pm. and 6:30 pm. 
Call 978-575-0119 or 978-575-
0402 for rese1vations. 

Contra Dance with Tophill 

Productions at Guiding Star 
Grange Hall, 401 Chapman St., 
Greenfield. 8:00 to 11 :30 p.m. 
413-773-1671. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25TH 
Teen Writers Workshop - Christian 
McEwen, author, and Paul Wanta, 
animal tracker, combine their skills 
to provide a rich and fi11itful day at 
the beautiful Fann School: read
ing, writing, tracking and talking. 
Christian will introduce Buson, the 
eighteentl1 centmy Japanese poet 
and painter, and guide participants 
in a series of hands-on exercises 
with special focus on the natural 
world. Students will also spend 
ti.rue tracking and exploring with 
Paul, and walking on thefr own in 
the smrntmdi.t1g early spring 
woods. There will be plenty of 
ti.tne for eve1yone to look at each 
other's work, and to read aloud if 
they wish to. Sponsored by In This 
Place. For ages 12 - 17. IO am. to 
3:30 pm. $50 includes hmch and 
supplies. Scholarships are avail
able. To register, or to request a 
scholarship, please call (978) 544-
2399 or email inthisplace@ea1th
li.tlk net. For more i.t1fo visit 
www. intl1isplace. org 

NOW THRU APRIL 2ND 
Inaugural Exhibition at The 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography: 
Photographs by New York-based 
po1trait and fashion photographer 
Barbara Bordnick. The muselllll 
is located at 85 Avenue A, Tumers 
Falls. Homs: Thursday to Sunday 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. (413) 863-0009. 

CALLS FOR TALENT 
Hampshire Shakespeare auditions 
for Yotmg Company - This sum
mer, Hampshire Shakespeare will 
present Much Ado About Nothing 
on the mainstage, followed by the 
HSC Yom1g Company version on 
July 28, 29 and 30. Auditions for 
the Young Company will be held 
April 8 and 9 from 1 - 4 p m. at 
The Hartsbrook School, 193 Bay 
Road, Hadley. Young actors 
(teens) will be cast in smaller roles 
in the mainstage production and 
will then step into the ptincipal 
roles for thei.t· own production. 
Additional yotmg actors will join 
this company for one i.t1tensive 
week (July 24-28) of rehearsal cul
minating in a folly produced week
end of perfo1mances at the 
Hrutsbrook School. Space is linlit
ed and restricted to actors between 
tl1e ages of IO and 17. Auditioners 
should memo1ize a sho1t classical 
monologue or sonnet to pe1fonn 
(no more than one minute), prefer
ably from Shakespeare. The cost 
for participation in the Yom1g 
Company program is $150. To 
schedule an audition a ointJnent, SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH 

Shea Theater's Festival of New 
Work, 8 p m. Fallen Star, a one act 
play by playwright Jeny Bjisantz 
followed by Jenny Haniver by 
playwright Jessamyn Smyth of 
Gill. Reservations recommended 
(413) 863-2281. 

4th Annual Erving Firefighters 
Association Spaghetti Supper at 
Countre,e Living Restaurant, Route 
2 in Erving (Millers Falls). 4:30 to 
8:00 pm. Tickets at the door. 

MobEI Zot>EI 
By 

Tumers Falls Sports Booster 
Club's 3rd Ammal Fund Raiser 
Event at French King 
Entertailllllent Center featming 

The Pioneer Valley Symphony & 
Chorns presents their 67th annual 
CHORAL CONCERT. This con
cert features works from Bartok to 
Barber: A Choral Celebration of 

Across 
3. GOTHIC 
6. COTTAGE 
9. QUEEN ANNE 
10. TUDOR 
12. TEPEE 
13. CRAFTSMAN 
15. PUEBLO 
18. CAPE COD 
21. ITALIANATE 
23. MONTEREY 
24. SOUTHERN 
26. GREEK 

ANSWERS TO LAST ISSUE'S CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

GIMME SHELTER AMERICA 
29. WRIGHTIAN 
32. BUNGALOW 
34. STICK 
35. SOLAR 
36. SALT BOX 
37. GEORGIAN 
38. GARRISON 

Down 
1. QUONSET 
2. DUTCH 
4. HOGAN 

8.AFRAME 
11. JACOBEAN 
14. GERMAN 
16. STONE ENDER 
17. MOBILE 
19. JEFFERSONIAN 
20. GEODESIC 
22.ADAM 
25. LOG CABIN 
27. PLANTATION 
29.WIGWAM 
30. SHAKER 

28. LONGHOUSE 
5. SPLIT LEVEL 
7. FEDERAL 

31. MISSION 
33. FRENCH 

Sandrafacto1 
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Want to talk about crows feet old girl. you have th£ 

whole f Ii in flock! 
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call 413-587-9398, or e-mail us at 
lucindakidder@hotmail.com. 
Further i.t1formatio11 about past 
Young Company performances 
may be found at w\vw.hampshire
shakespeare.org. 

The Northfield Arts Group is spon
soring its second annual outdoor 
Summer Alts Festival on Sat.mday, 
August 19th from 10-4 p.m. at the 
Green Trees Galle1y in Northfield. 
The event will include artists, live 
music, food and art events for chil
dren. Artists and artisans inter
ested call Lelli Gaudet at 498-0283 
or email gaudets@crocker.com for 
more information or application. 

HIT §PIT 
THI [11111 

• MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-5, • 
TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 

Music Project, 3 - 5 
• THURS - Drop-in, 3 - 5, 

Movie Night, 6 - 8 
• FRI, MAR 31st - Open mic 
at bellybo'NI restaurant, 6 - 9 
These programs are free (except 
some trips) and open to local 

teens. 
Some require permission slips. 
For more info: Jared at 863-

9559. 

Hot Spot Teen Center is in 
The Brick House 

Community Resource Center, 
24 Tiw:d St<eet, 'Tumen Falls, 01376 . 

5undoy 
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THE DEAD 
OF WINTER 
Free films for the frozen 

Sunday, March 19th 

High Plains Drifter 
Clint Eastwood, post-spaghetti western, 
full of surreal images and laconic stares. 

www.montaguebookmilLcom, (413) 367-9206 

!,femonal Hall n,eater 

ffilHOlE PICTIJRES 
iebr~t>.'. 1lth -& 18th 
11■11 NHlllrl 

At 7:30 p.m. Breathless - French new-wave 
classic, this European take on the American 
gangster genre will leave you, literally, 
breathless. 1960, not rated. 
At 9:30 p.m. Bound - Lesbian-noir film star
ring Jennifer Tilly and Gina Gershon that is 
stylish, suspenseful, scary and very sexy. 
1996, rated R. 
Music at 7: Fri - Doug Creighton & Bob Snope; Sal 
- String Caravan plays gypsy swing., 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

GREENFIELD 
4JAl21)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-TT4-4881 

www gardeocinemas.nel 
Showtimes for Fri, Mar. 17th • Thurs, Mar. 23rd 

1. THE SHAGGY DOG PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 

MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
2. SHE THE MAN PG inDTS sound 

DAILY 6:30 9:30 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
3. BRO KEBA CK MOUNTAIN 

DAILY 6:30 9:30 R 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
4. 16 BLOCKS PGI3 

DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 
5. THE lilLLS HAVE EYES R 

DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 

6. FAILURE TO LAUNCH 
DAILY 7:00 9:20 PG13 inDTSsound 

MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:00 3 00 
7. V FOR VENDETTA 
DAILY 7:00 9:20 PG in ors sound 

MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12 00 3:00 
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Grease Comes to Life at Turners High 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
entire cast and crew, and brave 
new director Melissa Urey 
deserve the highest praise for 
their full-throttle, souped up pro
duction of Grease, a 50s rock 
and roll musical at the Tumers 
Falls High School / Great Falls 
Middle School this past week
end. The singing, dancing and 

Urey is to be given credit for 
tackling a musical with themes 
of gang violence and teen preg
nancy in her first outing at 
Tumers High, and yet, the pro
duction was covered in so much 
lipstick and, dare we say it? 
grease, and eve1yone on stage 
and in the audience was having 
so dam much fun that the dark 

Andy Stewart (Danny) and Trish Richotte (Sandy) 
lit up the stage in Grease. (Colin York, aka Sonny, center) 

acting was infectious, high
octane, black leather and pink
stockinged fun, and the crowd 
ate it up. Of course, the crowd 
was reliving their childhood, 
when the young actors and 
actresses on stage were not yet 
gleams in their parents' eyes, 
when names like Sandra Dee and 
Doris Day meant something, and 
songs like Teen Angel were still 
fresh on the chaits. 

The action - and there is lots 
of it - takes place at Ryder High 
in Chicago in September, 1959, 
and the kids ai·e into smokin' cig
arettes, stuffing their bras with 
Kleenex, dressing in gang colors, 
stealing hubcaps and challenging 
their rivals with sticks and lead 
pipes. So in some sense, not that 
much has changed. 

subtext of the drama almost 
slipped right by. Like Carousel 
and West Side Story, Grease is a 
boy meets girl drama, with may
hem bubbling in the wings. Yet 
Grease is at once lighter in tone 
and more subversive than either 
of those musicals, a combination 
that brought its originators - Jim 
Jacobs and Warren Casey -
worldwide acclaim. 

On Friday, the entire cast was 
marvelous, as individuals and as 
an ensemble. The main cliques 
were made up of the leather-clad 
Greasers and their female coun
terpaits, the Pink Ladies. It's 
hai·d to single out any of these for 
paiticular praise, because they 
traveled the stage in packs, but 
Colin York as Sonny and Nicole 
Siai10 as Marty were early stand-

DOLAN & DOt:1\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUE A 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

outs, the latter winning hearts 
thoughout the hall with her ren
dition of"Freddy My Love." On 
the other hand, the rest of the 
Greasers (Ben Garber, Josh 
Matuscz and Ethan Kociela) 
were unifonnly excellent, while 
Chelsea Isles as Jan and Katie 
Bailey as Frenchy staited strong 
and just got better, with Bailey 
knocking 'em out in a soulful 
duet with a drop-dead Teen 
Angel (Kris York) on "I Was a 
Beauty School Drop-out." 

The evening was filled with 
spot-on cameos, including the 
comic sidekicks Lacey and 
Darcey, (Lai·a Ames and Lauryn 
Zelhnan) fetching sophomores 
wishing they were seniors, 
Aaron Cappucci as Johnny 
Casino, who appears like a 
young Elvis to help Dick Clai·k, 
er, Vince Fontaine (Nick 
Imbimbo) pull off an American 
Bandstand-style dance contest, 
where Aimee Shattuck wows 
'em as blond bombshell Cha Cha 
Digregorio. And dig those crazy 
contest mies: all couples must be 
boy - girl, and no vulgar move
ments! How squai·e can you get? 

Skating through the scenes at 
the Hamburger Palace was a 
young lady we hope to see more 
of in future productions, Valerie 
Shumilova: she nailed her bit 
pait to a tee. Other outstanding 
supporting performances were 
turned in by the gloriously nerdy 
Jason Grimard as Eugene and 
Abbey Daniel-Green as the 
scheming Patti. 

The three principals ca111ed 
all before them with their bravu
ra star tums. Let's talk for a 
moment about Rizzo, played 
against type by student council 
honor student Lauren Tela. She 
was fantastic, giving an utterly 

real perfonnance, right 
down to the gum snapping 
bravado in the face of her 
girlfriends' betrayal and 
possible pregnancy. Rizzo's 
tough, but she's got a code: 
"I don't steal, and I don't 
lie, but I can feel and I can -.-c.,.,._ 

c1y .... But to c1y in front of 
you, that's the worse thing I 
could do." 

Tela was wonderful, and 
the main love interest, 
Sandy Dumbrowski (T11sh 
Richotte), has to go some to 
outshine her. But she 

Katie Bailey (Frenchie) 
harmonizes with Kris York (Teen Angel) 

proved she had the voice and the 
talent to go the distance, and she 
brought down the house with 
show stoppers like, "It's Raining 
on Prom Night," sung in perfect 
split-screen haimony with Radio 
Singer Autumn Longo, and 
"Look at Me, I'm Sandra Dee." 
Too bad she had to take on such 
a tough veneer to make it 
through the razzing at Rydell 

(Speaking of unfortt.mate breaks, 
stage tradition calls for wishing 
actors a broken leg on opening 
night, so not to jinx them, but 
Stewa1t outdid tradition on 
Friday when his grandmother 
fell and broke her aim at dinner. 
She insisted the rest of the fa1ni
ly go to the theater while she 
recovered at Franklin Medical, 
because, "the show must go 

on!") But some actors 
make their own luck, and 
Stewart is one of them 
There was no scene he 
could not steal ifhe put his 
mind to it, but he worked 
smoothly with his Greaser 
crew, and played effo1t
lessly off all the females 
who threw themselves his 

-~• way before the cmtain fell. 

Pink Ladies Chelsea Isles, Nicole 
Siano and Lauren Tela 

This was among the 
best high school produc
tions we've seen in yeai·s. 
Thanks to all who worked 

High and win the boy. 
But he was w01th it. That 

Andy Stewa1t was bom to play a 
pait like Daimy Zucko. He's got 
the cha11sma and stage presence 
of a yotmg Marlon Brando, and 
girls you better hide your hearts 
cause he's gonna break 'em. 

behind the scenes to pull it 
off, to Golf Ca1t Services of 
Greenfield for 'Greased 
Lightning' and particularly to 
Urey for her inspired directing 
and choreography, and for hav
ing the gumption to bimg this 
racy fai·e to Tumers Falls. 

Office Hours By Appointment 

1\,EGAL 
DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 

Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

PfR~~~Hl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'S mmP NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
•We Accept All 

Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Straightening 
LOCAL PICK-UP 

& DELIVERY 

Mass Repair Sh~ #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 

Quality Worl< on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

~ 

YETTER BUSINESS CENTER 
525 Bernardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 774-1221 Bernie Monkiewicz 
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com Realto1· 

fif BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 

Sales • Service • Rentals 

ROAD• MOUNTAIN• TANDEMS 

• Rans • Vision • Fuji 
• Burley • Jamis • KHS 

Expert Repair 011 all type$ of bike$ 

On the web at: www.BasicallyBicycles.com 
88 3rd Street, Turners Falls• 413-863-3556 

-------------------
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00~[N ow AMON~~ 
A New Book by 

Ted Graveltne 
Author of Best Selling: 

"STRIKE A SECOND ALARM" 
"TALES OF A FIREFIGHTER" 

$12.00 at bookstores 
or 

413 863 8057 1 EDIEIEIO@COMCAST.NET 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

~ Annual 
'~ Heat1111 

System 
CleanllD 

$ Plumbing 
'i~ Re11a1rs 

llCENSm I IlCtl-
li NICIANS 

#M10588 (MA) 




