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Godi11 to Retire as 
rfur11ers Fire Chief 
I 
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Bill Faery began boiling sap this week at S ugarbush Farm 

DETMOL.D PHOTO 

Ray Godin - fire at Ste. Anne} &dory, January 12th, 2009 

BY LIZ CARTER 
WENDELL - Ladies and 
gentlemen, I have the 
honor this week of bringing 
you some of the best good 
news the world has to offer. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - department in Janua1y of Spring has sprung. 
Chief Ray Godin is retiring 1985, got promoted to cap- On Monday afternoon, 
after 34 years with the ta.in in 1989, and was pro- the antique wood-fired 
Turners Falls Fire moted again to chief in evaporator at the base of 
Department. His last day 2000 when Rich Morin the woodlot at Sugarbush 
on the job will be July 30th. retired. Farm in Wendell was fired 

Godin started as a call He has seen a lot of up for the first time this 
firefighter in 1977, became changes over the last three season. 
a full-time member of the see GODIN pg 10 As evening fell, faimer 

Bill Facey, his son ai1d fel­
low faimer Jim, and friends 
and neighbors gathered in 
the sugai·house to take in 
the warm, sweet air. 

Young visitor Aaron 
Bowling, who sometimes 
helps the Faceys ai·om1d the 
farm (and gets paid in 
symp for doing so) said of 
the syrup cooling in the 
pans, "I would dtink it!" 

You have to collect a lot 
of sap for the evaporator to 
function. The liquids in all 

Montague May Shrink Number of Polling Places, 
Reduce Town Meeting Representation 
BY JANEL NOCKLEBY Prop-O<lcd Pollin!! Place 
Town clerk Deb Bourbeau Prce;,,ct 3 _ Town Hall 

Gill 
Propo,wd Polling Pin,~ l'()RTHAEI.D 

members, 
other pa.its of 
town, like 
Montague 
City's Precinct 
6, have had to 
beat the bushes 
yeai· after year 
to find enough 
candidates to 
rnn for town 
meeting, or 
have allowed 

wants the town of 
Montague to reduce the 

Precinct 2. - Hillcre•I School 

nmnber of voting precincts GREENF1ao 

from six to three to save 
ERVING 

money. 
With new census popu­

lation nmnbers about to 
become official, Bourbeau 
discussed with state elec­
toral officials the idea of 
redtawing ai1d reducing the 
nmnber of town precincts. 
Half the number of 
precincts would meai1 half 
the number of poll workers 
to pay for each election. 
Simply changing from six 
precincts to three would 
save the town up to $1600 
in poll workers' salai'ies per 
election, she said. 

Bourbeau said now is 
the best time to consider 
redtawing precinct bom1d­
a11es, reducing the number 
of precincts, and perhaps 
even reducing by half the 
number of elected town 
meeting members. At pres­
ent, the six precincts of 
town each elect 21 repre­
sentatives, seven each year 

0£ERAElO 

Prccillel 1 
!vlnnts-411(' c·cnlc·r 

Fire Station LEVERETT 

seats to 
remain empty, 
leaving those 

neighborhoods 
underrepre­
sented com­
pai·ed to other 
pa.its of town. 
This yeai·, for 
example, two 
of the seats in 
Pre-cinct 6 
were never 
filled because 

Town clerk Deb Bourbeau has proposed reducing the number of precincts - as no one could 
shown in the above map - from six to three, as a cost saving measure. be found to mn 

for three year te1ms, who Historically, thougl1 for them, Bourbeau said. 
are empowered to vote on some precincts like Additionally, Bourbeau 
town affairs, budgets and Montague Center's Pre- said it is becoming increas­
bylaw changes at aimual cinct 1 have maintained ingly difficult to find poll 
ai1d special town meetings. full rosters of town meeting see POLLING pg 3 

the stainless steel pans 
above the flames must 
always be an inch deep, 
ai1d the sap is reduced to 
one-fo1tieth of its volume 
as it's boiled down to 
symp. 

This is why the steam 
rising from this beautiful 
post-ai1d-beain sugai·house 
is a sure sign of sp1ing. It 
meatlS the maple trees have 
judged the climate kind 
enough to send up their sap 
in earnest, getting ready to 

set buds and come back to 
life. 

Thus, a glimmer of hope 
that this long winter will 
soon come to a.ii end. "We 
were out there tapping this 
year in four feet of snow," 
said Bill Facey. "And the 
sugar content was 4%. I've 
never seen it over 3%." 
Sweet! 

Because there were 
many freezes as the sap 
began to rise, the cold 
see SPRING page 12 

Our Own Thoreau 
David Brule's TVest Along the River 
Reviewed by 
CHRISTOPHER 
QUEEN 
MILLERS FALLS - The 
Flat - Even occasional 
readers of the Montague 
Reporter will recognize the 
sensual and spii'itual acuity 
that pervades the nature 
wi'iting and rm-al anthro­
pology of David Bmle, 
teacher, linguist, bird­
counter, sto1y-teller, fid­
dler, essayist and president 
of the Repo1ter's volunteer 
board of directors. 

In West Along the River: 
Stories from the 
Connecticut River Valley 
and Elsewhere, Brnle 
offers 70 of his most 
piquant rainbles along 
local rivers, woods and 
hills, memo11es of holiday 
gathe1ings in the old home­
stead in the Ervingside 
neighborhood known as 
The Flat, trips to Fenway 
Pai·k, nanative postcards 
from Pai'is, B11ttany, and 
freland, and a primer of 
French Canadian family 
naines in the Pioneer 
Valley: it's LetourNEAU, 

not LeTOURneau, don't 
you know? If you missed 
any of these adventures 
when they appeai·ed as 
colmnns in the Rep01ter, 
you may now savor them 
as a powerful, visionaiy 
whole. 

Longtime denizens of 
Millers and Tmners Falls, 
Eiving, Gill, Leverett ai1d 
Wendell will feel 1-ight at 
home in these essays, 
leaining about their neigh­
bors, living and long­
deceased. 

Bmle recom1ts his sud­
den descent into a world of 
stone speai·s and lightning­
fo1med glass talismans 
while bmying the family 
dog under a backyard lilac 
planted by this great­
grandfather Judah. The 
venerable objects dated 
back to 4,000-5,000 BC, a 
time when hand-held 
devices were a lot more 
critical to survival than 
cellphones and TV 
remotes. 

After yeai·s of Peace 
Corps se1vice in Afi'ica ai1d 

see BRULE pg 9 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Cattitude Supreme 

Emily 
My name is Emily and I'm a 

three-year-old female domestic 
short hair cat in need of a good 
home. If you're a tme cat person, 
you know what I mean when I 
say I have Cattitude. I am loving 
and love to be loved. I have opin­
ions and will let you know them. 
I am a tmly awesome love-muf­
fin with people I love. I'll get in 
your lap and ptun111T while you 
scritch my head, and then I'll 
have had enough. This is a 
Cattitude special advanced skill. 
Not all cats are this sophisticated. 
I require an equally sophisticated 
human, a human who speaks my 
language. I believe we will rec­
ognize one another when we 
meet. I will be your only animal. 
To find out more about adopting 
me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at ( 413) 548-9898 or via email at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Montaiue Public Libraries Proiram Updates 

BY LINDA IIlCKMAN 
MONTAGUE - The weekly 
Music and Movement series 
with Tom Carroll and Laurie 
Davidson is being held at the 
Montague Center Library on 
Thursdays at 10:00 am. during 
March - Jtme. Yotmg children of 
all ages and their parents or 
caregivers are invited to the free 
programs. Registration is not 
required. The series is sponsored 

by the Franklin Cotmty Family 
Network and the Friends of the 
Montague Public Libraries. The 
popular Homeschooler series on 
Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the 
Carnegie Libra1y has been 
extended through April 13th. 
The new theme is Animal 
Adventures and is designed for 
children of all ages. For more 
info1mation call the Carnegie 
Libra1y, 863-3214. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Teens & Tweens Workshop, Beekeeplni Film & Talk 

• Drawing & Painting for 
Teens & 1\veens - A free draw­
ing and painting workshop for 
teens and tweens will be held 
on Stmdays, March 13th and 
20th at the Wendell Free 
Library, from 3:30 to 5:30 pm. 

Eve Lynn Goodhind, from 
Leverett Crafts and Arts, will 
teach a two part workshop on 
drawing and painting. Learn 
how to see something in a way 
you can draw, refine sketching 
techniques, and practice mixing 
paints, culminating in some­
thing you can take home and 
hang on your wall. No experi­
ence needed. Attending both 
sessions is encouraged. For 
teens and tweens ages 10 to 19. 

The Challenges of 
Beekeeping in Western 
Massachusetts - Dan and 
Bonita Conlon will discuss bee­
keeping and show their film, A 
Day in the Life of a Honeybee 
Farm at the Wendell Free 
Libra1y on Friday, March 18th 
at 7:00 p.m. The Conlon's own 
and operate Warm Colors 
Apia1y in South Deerfield. The 
fre.e program is sponsored by 
the Wendell Agricultural 
Commission; honey and 
beeswax candles will be avail­
able for purchase. Dan Conlon 
is the president of the 
Massachusetts Beekeepers 
Association. For more info call 
the libra1y at (978) 544-3559. 

WENDELL AND LmRm LIBRARY NEWS 
Touilas to present Kl~ Phlllp's War 

On Thursday, March 17th, at 
7:00 p.m. (and again on Sunday, 
March 20th at 7:00 pm. at the 
Leverett Librruy) author Michael 
Tougias will give slide presenta­
tions on the war between the 
colonists and Native Americans 
in 1675-76. Tougias is the author 
of the acclaimed Until I Have No 
Country (A novel of King 
Philip's War), and co-author with 
Eric Schultz of King Philips 
War: the History and Legacy of 
America~ Forgotten Conflict. 

The first part of the presenta­
tion will discuss the Indian way 
of life, colonial settlements, and 
the events leading up to the war. 
The second pa1t covers the bat­
tles and the strategy during this 

cataclysmic war, which on a per 
capita basis was the bloodiest 
conflict in our nation's histo1y. 
Slides include battle sites, period 
sketches, historic markers, maps, 
and suggestions for visiting road­
side history. 

The war began as a skiimish 
between the Wampanoag and the 
English near Plymouth. It ended 
with many New England settle­
ments, both native and European 
reduced to ashes. Many key bat­
tles took place in what is now 
Western and Central 
Massachusetts yet we, the cur­
rent inhabitants, know so little 
about it. The conflict, which at 
several points nearly went in the 
natives' favor, ended with the 

Turners Falls - Now that the 
''No Loitering" sign is gone, 

people like MtgJ 
seen here on the bench 

March 10, 2011 

can rest mvhile 
and bask in the sunshine 

on a fine spring day. 

at the Turners Falls Post Office, - Joseph A. Paryzych 
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PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the 
original construction of the Gill-Montague Bridge in 1937-38. 

• High water threatened once again during early February of 19S8. 
The final large steel span is now being erected, and the high water is 
giving the steel erectors a cause for concern. This span, reaching to 
the Gill shore, is suspended only by the falsework. The spring freshet 
is bringing down large sheets, and menacing chunks of ice. 

• Balancing on the piers is more than 1,000 tons of steel. Ice floes and 
raging water pass beneath the bridge skeleton. Once again, the con­
struction effort is spared. The connection between Turners Falls and 
Gill is complete as the steel reaches the Gill abutment. 

• With the framework now in place, and the most anxious concerns 
laid to rest, final securing of the steel is underway. 

colonists as victors. More than 
800 colonists and 3000 Native 
Americans were killed. 

Devastated by dismption, dis­
ease and famine that attended the 
conflict, the native people of 
southem New England were vio­
lently removed from their ances­
tral lands by the colonists and 
sold into slave1y or relocated to 
marginal lands. This war set the 
stage for how the European set­
tlers would deal with future con­
flicts with native people through­
out No1th America. 

The presentations are given in 
conjtmction with the Book 
Connect program at the Wendell 
and Leverett libraries. 

More bruif!t fact.s next week! 

~s a child, nry number one best 
friend was the librarian in my 
grade school. I actual!J believed 
all those books belonged to her. " 

~ Er111a Bo111bule 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students Of the week 

Grade 6 
Hattie Harvey 

Grade 7 
Jenna Putala 

Grade 8 
Stephanie Robertson 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - March 14th -18th 
GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reser­
vations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 :00 am. The 
meal site manager is Keny 
Togneri. Council on Aging 
Director is Robe1ta Potter. All 
fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. 
Vohmta1y donations are accept­
ed. For more information, to 
make meal reservations, or to 
sign up for programs call (413) 
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the cen­
ter is not open. Tuesday after­
noon painting classes with 
David Sund will resume on 
March 15th. Wednesday after­
noon Bingo has been cancelled 
tmtil further notice. 

Monday, March 14th 
9:00 a.m. Foot clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 

1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, March 15th 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
1 :00 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday, March 16th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Quilters 
Thursday, March 17th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
1:00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, March 18th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1:00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
reservations, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Di.rector, at ( 413) 
423-3308. Mealsite Manager is 
Jim Saracino. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 a.m., with reservations 
24 hours in advance. 
Transportation can be provided 
for meals, shopping, or medical 
necessity. Please call the Senior 
Center at ( 413) 423-3308 to 
find out when the next blood 

pressure clinic will be held. 
Monday, March 14th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, March 15th 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, March 16th 
8:45 am. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 17th 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
Friday, March 11th 
9:00 am. Bowling 
11 :30 am. Lunch - St. Patricks 
Day feast 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 
544-6760 for hours and upcom­
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 
Sunday, March 13th 
7:00 p.m. The Wendell COA 
Film Series presents The 
Bands Vzsit with the short fea­
ture Maple Farming by 
Wendell's own Laurel Facey. 
Free. All ages welcome. 

"It's Just a stone's throw from reanty: 
Groceries • Videos • Home Baked Goods 

Beer -Wine -Liquor 

MON • ~:i~t.d':fAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy-Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• vVeU-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - What is our state gov­
ernment doing to create jobs, 
keep money in our state, and 
improve the environment? Come 
hear David Cash, undersecretaiy 
for policy in the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, talk 
about Governor Deval Patrick's 
vision of the fuhrre, and the 
grotmdbreaking Clean Energy 
and Climate Plan on Monday, 
March 14th, at 7:00 p.m. at 114 

POLLING from page 1 
workers. Reducing the number 
of precincts would help alleviate 
both those problems. 

Bourbeau proposed redraw­
ing the distiicts in the following 
way. Precinct One would include 
Montague Center, most of 
Millers Falls, and southern Lake 
Pleasant; Precinct Two would 
include the southern part of the 
hill area of Turners Falls, west­
em Millers Falls, no1them Lake 
Pleasant, and Montague City; 
Precinct Three: downtown 
Turners Falls, the Patch, and a 
po1tion of the hill ai·ea in Turners 
Falls. As proposed, the new 
polling places would be at the 
Montague Center Fire Station for 
Precinct One, Hillcrest School 
for Precinct Two, and town hall 
for Precinct Three. 

Given the many no-shows 
and excused absences, usually 
only 68 to 70 town meeting 
members generally show up to 
town meeting. Reducing the 
number of elected town meeting 
members to 63, from the present 
126 seats, would mean, "You're 
really going to get a smaller 
group, and they would be more 
reliable," Bourbeau said, in a fol­
low-up phone call. 

Montague abandoned open 
town meeting in favor of elected 
precinct representatives in the 
early 1960s. 

Selectboard members Pat 
Allen, Mark Fairbrother, and 
Chiis Boutwell agreed an oppor­
hmity for public comment was 
needed before official precinct 
and town meeting membership 
proposals were made to the 
selectboard or to annual town 

Main Street in Greenfield. A for­
mer high school teacher, Cash is 
an engaging speaker. This pro­
gram is free, handicap accessible 
and refreshments will be served. 

The snow is melting and soon 
the community garden plots in 
Wendell will pop out from tmder 
the snow. The gardens have plen­
ty of stm and good soil, rarities in 
Wendell. There are open commu­
nity garden plots still available. 
Applications are available in sev­
eral locations in town including 

meeting on May 7th. 
Expect a meeting for public 

comment soon, since the dead­
line for adding wan-ants for the 
next town meeting is March 
24th. 

Bourbeau made it cleai· that 
she thinks changes to 
Montague's electoral system 
would be good, save the town 
money, and demonsti·ate to resi­
dents that ''we're tightening our 
belts" dwing difficult economic 
times. With only thI·ee precincts, 
only thI·ee state mandated ADA 
compliant voting machines 
would be needed, saving the 
town an additional sum each 
time machine ballots need to be 
programmed. 

Only one handicapped person 
in town cwTently makes use of 
the ADA machines, which the 
state has mandated at each 
precinct for the last four yeai·s. 
That person, who is legally 
blind, would have been forced in 
years past to rely on a fiiend or 
relative to read the ballot to her 
and help her fill out her vote, 
giving up the 1ight to p1ivacy, the 
town clerk said. 

Although the state - at present 
- pays for programming the bal­
lot for the ADA machines for all 
state elections, "That could 
change at any time," Bourbeau 
said. She added the town is 
required to pay for programming 
the ADA machines for all town 
and special elections, at a cost of 
$2500 or more each year. 

Othe1wise, the overwhelming 
majo1ity of voters in Montague 
continue to use the time honored 
hand cranked ballot boxes to cast 
their votes, which are cotmted by 
hand by poll workers, in a 1itual 
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the libra1y, senior center, or by 
contacting the garden committee 
at the Wendell town offices, 
Morse Village Road, Wendell, 
01379, call 978-544-2306, or 
email ledgehouse@gmail.com 

The Montague Reporter is 
offering another of their periodic 
and by now nearly legendaty 
free workshops, lead by veteran 
investigative journalist Wes 
Blixt, at the Montague Repo1ter 
offices, 58 4th Street, in Turners 
Falls on Sunday, March 13th, 
from 4:00 pm. - 6:00 p.m. 
Refreshments, and hopefully 
heat, will be provided. Anyone 
who would like to tty their hand 
at community journalism is wel­
come; call 413-863-8666. 

The Thrive Project in Turners 
Falls will hold a free informa-

as old as democracy itself. Some 
of the people who cotmt the bal­
lots ai·e volunteers - such as 
finance committee members and 
others who help out from a moti­
vation of civic p1ide - but the 
majo1ity of poll workers get paid 
for their long day of labor watch­
ing over the polls. 

In other news the president of 
the board of di.rectors for Arena 
Civic Theater, Cathe1ine King, 
presented a letter of complaint to 
the selectboard about problems 
with pai·king during last fall's 
Franklin Cotmty Pumpkinfest, in 
hopes the date for the 2011 
Pumpkinfest could be changed 
so as not to conflict with the the­
ater company's perfonnances at 
the Shea Theater. 

King desc1ibed how difficult 
it was for audience members for 
ACT's production of Annie to 
find pai·king last year, because 
pai·king ai·eas at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center and near the 
Shea Theater that had been roped 
off and reserved for Annie the­
ater goers were achially ovenun 
by Pumpkinfest attendees. 

King explained ACT's pro­
duction schedule requires very 
specific dates in October. 

Pumpkinfest coordinator 
Michael Nelson repo1ted that 
Pumpkinfest vendors and enter­
tainment has already been sched­
uled for October 22nd of 2011, 
and said that date could not be 
changed, based on feedback 
from paiticipants. 

The selectboard decided to 
not require Pumpkinfest to 
change its date, but instead sug­
gested a compromise that includ­
ed Pumpkinfest leader Michael 
Nelson work to ensure that Shea 

tion and enrolment session for 
anyone interested in learning 
more about Mass Health insur­
ance coverage, on Monday, 
March 14th, at 37 Third Sti·eet, 
Turners Falls from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. Massachusetts state 
law requires eve1yone to have 
health insurance. Presently 
Massachusetts has 98% citizen 
enrolled in health care which is 
the highest paiticipation in the 
nation. Learn what you need to 
do to apply to Mass Health and 
keep your coverage active. 
Licensed social worker Heather 
Tower will be on hand to answer 
questions, help paiticipants get 
staited on initial on-line applica­
tions, complete renewals, and 
make frrst connections with a 
doctor or dentist. For more info, 

patrons could access the Arena 
Civic Theater's pe1formance by 
having sufficient manpower 
available to guai·antee parking 
for the Shea. Nelson agreed. 

King said if the date of 
Pumpkinfest could not be 
changed for 2011, then the the­
ater company would review 
whether or not their fall pe1form­
ance should continue to be held 
at the Shea Theater. 

Water pollution conti·ol facili­
ty supe1intendant Bob Trombley 
reported the town of Erving's 
selectboard has proposed a new 
figure of approximately $64,000 
for Montague to pay Eiving each 
year for use of its treatment plant 
on the Ervingside of Millers 
Falls. Last fall, Eiving had pro­
posed an aimual fee of approxi­
mately $200,000 per year. 

In 2010, an agreement 
between Erving and Montague 
governing shared costs for capi­
tal improvements at the 
Eivingside ti·eatment plant was 
rediscovered. The conti·act states 
that Montague must contribute 
to capital costs at the ti·eatment 
plant in Eivingside propo1tional­
ly to the amotmt of flow 
Montague sends beneath the 
Millers River to that plant. That 
percent is now nearly 50% of the 
ti·eatment plant's flow. Eiving, 
without consulting Montague, 
tmde1took and financed a $5.6 
million upgrade to the ti·eatment 
plant, a project that reached 
completion just before the 
decades old agreement between 
the towns came to light. 
However, one stipulation of the 
agreement held that Montague 
needed to be notified of project 
spending before it occurs, a 
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call 413-863-6340. 
The First Annual Franklin 

County Sp1ing Parade will be 
held Saturday, April 9th, at 1 :00 
pm. in Turners Falls, on the Hill. 
To get the plaimed route of the 
parade or to register your group, 
organization or business, contact 
Michael Nelson at michaelnel­
sonmba@aol.com. 

The Franklin Area Swvival 
Center Thrift Store, 96 Fourth 
Sti·eet, in Turners Falls will be 
holding a 50% off sale on all 
winter clothing, accessories and 
boots during the month of 
March. The re-sale of items in 
the Thtift Store goes towards the 
purchase of food for the pantiy. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague­
ma.net. 

clause that was not obse1ved. 
The Montague selectboard 

agreed on Monday to schedule 
further meetings between the 
selectboard, lawyers, and engi­
neers to detennine what if any­
thing should be paid to the town 
of Erving for the recently com­
pleted renovation, and whether 
or not a new Montague sewer 
project should be tmde1taken to 
pump sewage from Millers Falls 
to the Montague ti·eatment plant 
instead. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio reported the 
Hampshire Cotmcil of 
Governments is proposing to 
include the town of Montague -
along with Montague residences 
- in a municipal aggregation of 
electiicity, at reduced rates to the 
town and possibly for individual 
residents also. Selectboai·d mem­
bers approved conside1ing the 
resolution, while noting the offi­
cial language needed for a town 
meeting waiTant would have to 
be developed by March 24th. 
Other area towns including 
Leverett and Gill are also consid­
e1ing the proposal. 

The selectboard approved the 
use of Peskeompskut Pai·k on 
September 24th from 10 a m to 
5 p.m. for an Art Jam event. Joe 
Landty desc1ibed the event as an 
opporttmity to listen to music 
and make a1t. 

Additionally, the selectboard 
approved waiving the false 
ala1m fee for two citations at the 
Great Falls Discovery Center 
from last November and 
December, since the cause of the 
false alaims was due to rodent 
activity in the building, most 
likely squin·els. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
,.. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
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~ Locksmith - CRL 
Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 
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• Dead Bolts 
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Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
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We Know Entertainment 

"Free Co11sultation 
11 State of the Art Sou11d 
* Best Music for 4/l Ages/0ccasio11s 
* Rental Karaoke System 
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Full service market 
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Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 
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Detnocracy is Not a 
Spectator Sport 

People are facing bombs and 
bullets, torture and jail as they 
stand up for democratic rights in 
the Middle East and Africa. We 
watch their protests with our 
heaits in our throats, tuning in 
each night for the latest news. Yet 
here in our own towns, these 
same democratic rights ai·e taken 
for granted, left to a few to 
uphold on behalf of the many, 
and allowed to languish. 

Has democracy ever found a 
more free and pure expression 
than the open town meeting of 
New England? 

In Wendell, planning boai·d 
and school committee seats ai·e 
going begging, while Franklin 
Cmmty is under attack from 
Boston for cherishing too many 
small schools, and the local com­
mittees that govern them. Empty 
seats on town boai·ds ai·e adver­
tised at eve1y selectboai·d meet­
ing in Gill. Too many positions in 
too many towns ai·e filled by the 
same candidates year after yeai·, 
who nm for reelection with no 
opponent to debate the issues in 
front of the voters, or represent 
fresh viewpoints. 

Now in Montague, as a cost 
saving measure, the town is con­
sidering shrinking the number of 
precincts, putting polling stations 
forther from many voters, while 
at the same time - maybe -
shrinking the number of people 
elected to represent those voters 
at Montague's representative 
town meeting. 

People should tum off their 
social networking devices and 
their newscasts from Libya long 
enough to consider what these 
moves po1tend for democracy in 
our own community. 

First of all, how does an elect­
ed town meeting member in a 
neighborhood of Montague real­
ly represent the views of his or 
her constituents? At present, 26 
people, a good many of them 
man'ied to another town meeting 
member from the same precinct, 
and a fair percentage made up of 
town employees from one 
department or another with a 
vested interest in the budget 
process, ai·e elected - or written 
in with as few as two or three 

proposed change would have 
them represent about 3000 resi­
dents. How would their con­
stituents even know their names, 
much less tell them their views? 

Precinct meetings ai·e rai·ely 
held to gauge opinion on any 
issue, and when they have been 
held - as in Precincts 1, 2, 4 and 
5 in recent yeai·s - these caucus­
es have been attended almost 
entirely by elected town meeting 
members themselves. (A meeting 
on proposed budget cuts held at 
the Grange in Montague Center a 
few yeai·s ago was an exception.) 

One fo1mer precinct represen­
tative who lived in the Patch in 
Precinct 6 went so fai· as to can­
vass his neighborhood, leaving 
flyers with his name and number 
on eve1y door, and inviting resi­
dents to call him with their con­
cerns - an othe1wise nearly 
tmheai·d of eff01t. 

In general, elected town meet­
ing members represent their own 
views, and their own views 
alone. If they happen to consti­
tute a representative slice of 
opinion from among the general 
population, that is pure happen­
stance. Too often, they represent 
the status quo, town hall, town 
depaitments, and a scatte1mg of 
activists of vai'ious sti'ipes who 
ai·e willing to spend a beautiful 
Saturday in May deciding how 
the tax dollai·s of the entire town 
ai·e spent. 

Fo1mer town moderator Fran 
Dolan, long a fainiliai· and inspir­
ing presence on his daily walks 
along the Avenue, or at the Shady 
Glen, was fond of saying, ''The 
day we switched to elected town 
meeting was the day democracy 
died in Montague." 

It came down with a severe 
case of hai·dening of the arteries 
at any rate. 

As Montague considers 
changes to its present electoral 
systelil, let's have a townwide 
referendum and see whether vot­
ers feel town meeting represents 
them well through the cull'ent 
elected town meeting, or whether 
they would like to be able to once 
again represent themselves at 
open town meeting. The towns 
ai·otmd us - other than Greenfield 

votes - to represent a precinct - do it that way. What could be 
with about 1500 residents. The more democratic than allowing ~-------liinJfiO;r-------, 
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each person a voice and a vote on 
any issue that comes before the 
town? 

The aigument the town can 
save about $1600 a yeai· and have 
an easier time finding enough 
people to staff the polls is being 
advanced as a reason to cut back 
on the number of precincts and 
polling places. Those ai·guments 
should be weighed against the 
great likeliliood that the ah'eady 
dismal percentages of voters who 
take five minutes out of their day 
to vote in annual elections will 
drop ftuther in direct proportion 
to the distance they will have to 
ti·avel to reach the polls. 

Montague is a Green 
Commtmity. Shouldn't public 
policy be to keep the polls within 
walking distance of the great 
majo11ty of our residents, as we 
work to reduce needless use of 
carbon foels? And shouldn't we 
work to increase the involvement 
of citizens in their own self-gov­
ernment, rather than place 
polling stations forther from their 
village centers? Could more 
effort be put into identifying will­
ing voltmteers to staff some of 
the polls, if cost cutting is the 
main object? 

Democracy is a noble ideal. 
Deny it long enough, and people 
will take to the sti·eets and die for 
it. But live with it long enough, 
does the message then become, 
"It's not w01th the effort. Let 
someone else exercise my 11ghts 
for me"? We ceitainly hope not. 

We Weltome Your Letters! 

JOOontagttt l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 
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Wendell Special Town Meeting 
Moves Forward on School Repair 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN - In a 
special town meeting lasting an 
hom· and a half on Wednesday, 
March 9th, almost 30 Wendell 
citizens approved the ten aiticles 
on the wa1Tant tmanimously, with 
the exception of the highway 
commission's request for 
$30,000 for a chipper. Because 
that money was to come from the 
stabilization accmmt, a two thirds 
majority was required to approve 
the purchase. The hand cotmt 
was 14 in favor, 10 opposed, with 
some in the hall abstaining. The 
highway depa1tment will not get 
a chipper this year. 

A similar request was turned 
down at the last annual town 
meeting, because there was no 
one in the hall to defend it. But 
this time, both highway commis­
sion chair Harry Williston, and 
road boss David Bock were on 
hand to suppo1t the proposal. 

Williston said the highway 
depa1tment spends $1000 a 
week, usually three weeks a yeai·, 
to rent a chipper. For a week's 
rental, the road crew loses almost 
a whole day of use, because the 
nearest rental outlet is in 
Gardener, and both fetching the 
chipper and retmning it require a 
three hom· rmmd ti'ip. 

A new chipper should last 20 
to 25 yeai·s. 

Town administrative coordi­
nator Nancy Aldrich said New 
Salem bought a used chipper for 
$20,000, but New Salem is not 
likely to want to shai·e it because 
the need for a chipper usually hits 
both towns at the same time. 

Owning a chipper would save 
the highway depa1tment the ti·ou­
ble of stacking debris by the road 
tmtil enough has been gathered to 
justify a week's rental, and then 
having to handle the debris twice. 
It would simplify the job, say, of 
a half day's chipping after a 
sti·ong windsto1m. 

Bock said the road crew gets 
many requests from residents and 
from the community garden for 
mulch chips, and from the play­
ground for chips to provide a soft 
landing tmder play st111ctures. 

The finance committee rec­
ommended against the purchase, 
citing the payback time and ques­
tioning how this expense would 

fit in with the other capital 
expenses of the highway depart­
ment, for dump tiucks or a buck­
et loader. If a rented chipper 
needs repair, that's a problem for 
the rental company. 

Voters unanimously approved 
taking $50,000 from stabilization 
to pay Wendell's share of a 
$100,000 project manager and an 
engineer for repairs on the Swift 
River school building. The state 
Municipal School Building 
Autho11ty (MSBA) has federal 
money to reimburse that expense, 
at 69.9%, and the money would 
be returned to the town by the 
MSBA relatively quickly. Total 
estimated repair cost is $1.3 mil­
lion, of which Wendell's share 
would be $230,000. 

Town ti·easurer Carolyn 
Manley asked if the state had 
w11tten a letter of commitment 
for reimbursing the town's pay­
ments. Swift River principal 
Sheila Htmter said they had sent 
a letter to the superintendent 
promising to do so. Manley said, 
"Don't lose that letter." 

The building needs a new roof 
and a new boiler, at least. Under 
the state's Green Repair progralil, 
roofing materials will be more 
environmentally smmd than the 
mate1'ials in place now, and the 
roof repair would include 
sti·engthening the suppo1t system 
and providing brackets so that 
solar panels can be installed at a 
later date. The extent of heating 
system work needed will not be 
known tmtil the engineer inspects 
the cmTent system. 

The meeting quickly disposed 
of the remaining items, including 
a number of previous yeai· bills. 

COVERING HOME 
Workshop in Community Journalism 

with Wesley Blixt & David Oetmold 

Sunday, March 13th 
at Montague Repo1ter 

(413) 863-8666 
reporter@montaguema.net 

58 Fourth Sti·eet, Turners Falls 
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Greenfield Planning Board Closes Hearing on Big Box 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
Greenfield planning board began 
deliberating Febmaiy 22nd on a 
special pemlit for Cemzzi 
Prope1ties, of Fairfield, CT to 
build a 135,000-square-foot com­
bined grocery and discount retail­
er on the French King Highway. 
If approved, the project would be 
the largest commercial develop­
ment in Franklin County, 62% 
bigger than Greenfield's Home 
Depot store. 

Eight months of public hear­
ings came to a close on Thursday, 
Feburaiy 17th, in a final session 
attended by about 80 opponents 
along with perhaps a dozen sup­
po1ters of the proposed develop­
ment, at which abutters shaiply 
questioned the scale and potential 
fiscal and traffic impacts of the 
Big Box store, not only on 
Greenfield but on other estab­
lished businesses in Franklin 
Cotmty. Though Cemzzi has 
declined to name its potential ten­
ant, the developer's own fiscal 
impact analysis states the store 
will generate upwai·ds of$50 mil­
lion in annual sales at the French 
King site, in a county already 
ringed by Walmaits in Hinsdale, 
NH, Orange, Hadley and 
Northampton. 

On Febmaiy 22nd, after clos­
ing the hearing, planning board 
chair Roxann Wedegartner told 
her colleagues, "There are some 
things we have to agree on here. 
It is a 135,000-square-foot build­
ing. There are certain realities to 
designing a 135,000-squai·e-foot 
building that prevent them from 
having a pitched roof, and so 
forth." 

But it is the size of the project 
- which peer review studies for 
the planning board have said will 

The schematic design of a proposed Big Box store on the French King High1vqy presented 1!)! Ceruzx/ Properties 

be the detemlining factor in both 
fiscal and traffic impacts to the 
smrnunding community - that 
has been the focus of most of the 
abutter and opponent criticism 
throughout the public hearing 
phase. 

As Greenfield resident Amy 
Clark told the boai·d on Febmary 
17th, "I really want a Big Box 
store too, and the store I want is 
exactly the one proponents have 
said time after time they already 
go out of town to shop at. The 
developer has said that a smaller 
store means an almost equivalent 
drop in the amount of traffic we 
can expect along High Street. We 
can all win if you use your 
authority to do what's best for 
Greenfield and approve the build­
ing of an 80,000-square-foot dis­
count store on the French King 
property." 

But Bob Sunderland, director 
of the Greenfield YMCA, 
believes bigger is better for busi­
ness in Greenfield. 

"When thousands of Franklin 
County people get in their cars 
eve1y week and head out of 
Franklin Cotmty, they don't 
spend their money in Greenfield. 
Greenfield voters have faith in 
you to do the right thing. Average 
fainilies are snuggling. Fo1ty per­
cent of single mothers in 
Greenfield are living at or below 
the poverty level. They don't 
have the energy to come to meet­
ings. They need the 250 jobs and 
the $7 million payroll," the devel­
oper promises to bring to town. 

"They want to save gas 
money," by shopping locally for 
discount goods, Sunderland said. 
"They want to shop in 
Greenfield. Your decision will 
have a very positive impact on 

the lives of families in Franklin 
County." 

Greenfield resident Wanda 
Muzyka-Pyfrom asked the boai·d 
to read her letter into the record, 
and agreed with Sunderland that, 
"The advantages of building the 
largest store possible would fai· 
outweigh the disadvantages." She 
wrote, "The proposed location is 
perfect for visitors coming from 
Route 2 and 1-91 without having 
to go down High Sn·eet. Yes, 
some people will drive through 
town, but why wouldn't down­
town business people want to 
have more people corning 
through Greenfield to shop and 
eat? Greenfield could become a 
destination for people throughout 
Western Massachusetts and peo­
ple from other ai·eas who are 
passing by on 1-91 and Route 2." 

She added, "Local people will 
continue to suppo1t the down­
town businesses that offer good 
service, good products, and com­
petitive prices, and a new, large 
retail development will bring new 
people into town to shop in 
Greenfield... This will help all 
residents through increased 
employment, revenue and taxes, 
cleaner air and more time at 
home with our families instead of 
driving long distances to buy 
basic necessities." 

All the other speakers who 
testified at the public hearing on 
Febmaiy 17th spoke in opposi­
tion to the Big Box store, at least 
at the size proposed, starting with 
Amy Clai·k, who said, "Once a 
yotmg mother has brought all the 
kids into the Big Box store to pur­
chase those ubiquitous socks that 
are unavailable elsewhere in 
town, it is highly unlikely she is 
going to put all the kids' ski jack-

ets on and stI·ap all five kids into 
cai· seats and head to Magical 
Child to purchase one birthday 
paity gift, when there is a toy 
depaitment right there. It is high­
ly unlikely she is going to load 
eve1yone back into the station 
wagon to go to World Eye when 
there is a book depaitment right 
there... But what if she does? 
The developer and the local edi­
torial board cannot have it both 
ways. They cannot say shoppers 
will suppo1t our downtown 
stores, but that we will not have a 
problem with traffic on High 
Street." 

Milan Dragicevich, a High 
Street resident, said even with 
tiaffic volume as it is today, "I 
can't tmn left into my driveway 
without doing a U-tllln to bring 
my kids home." 

He said, 'The High Sn·eet cor­
ridor, as I'm sure you know, is a 
neighborhood where fainilies ai·e 
raising their children, where kids 
cross the sn·eet to play at Beacon 
Field, where tax-paying home­
owners dese1ve, I believe, the 
basic principle of the peacefol 
enjoyment of their homes. Would 
you expect any less for your 
homes?" 

Patty Marcus said, "The 
debate over tllis proposal has 
been lai·gely about the size of the 
project, the groce1y component, 
and the mysterious tenant." 

Marcus, who works at her 
brother's store, Bicycles 
Unlimited, on High Street, said, 
''Traffic congestion is considered 
an adverse impact because it cre­
ates pollution, inte1feres with the 
free access of neighborhoods, 
slows down commute times, 
increases the accident rate, and 
decreases the value of residential 

property in heavily congested 
ai·eas." The developer's traffic 
consultant has estimated 10% 
more vehicles per day on week­
days (1,035) and 20% more vehi­
cles on Saturday (1,525) on the 
High Sn·eet con'idor. 

"The addition of a groce1y 
component to this project will 
contribute to the adverse 
impacts," said Mai·cus. "We have 
already heard from the owner of 
Foster's Mai·ket that a groce1y 
component would likely compro­
mise the economic stability of 
Foster's. Foster's Market is an 
important institution in a neigh­
borhood with many people who 
do not drive and would find 
themselves without an accessible 
groce1y store. Foster's provides 
stable jobs with 100% health cai·e 
benefits for their employees. 
They pay taxes to the town of 
Greenfield. 

She continued, "We have 
heai·d the town planner and the 
selectboard chair of Montague 
express their concerns for the 
long-te1m stability of their only 
groce1y store, Food City, also 
se1ving a large population of peo­
ple without cai·s ... Since we have 
a Stop and Shop on the same 
block as the proposed store, we 
cleai·ly do not need another gro­
ce1y store in the ai·ea." 

John Ward, of Gill, who co­
owns the Solar Store in 
Greenfield, chastised the plan­
ning board for limiting the right 
of the public to speak. 

"Allowing the developer to 
sandbag, turning 20 minutes of 
info1mation into a two hour pres­
entation, then telling abutters and 
concerned citizens they have had 
ample time to speak in the past 

see WALMART page 11 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SHECTBOARD 

Good News on New Growth 
Goodwin Decides to Run; 
Three-Way Race in the Offing for Selectboard 

BY KATIE NOLAN -
Assistant assessor 
Jacquelyn Boyden sur­
prised selectboard mem­
bers with the news the 
town should see about 
$100,000 in new revenue 
growth in FY'12, rather 
than the $40,000 in new 
growth estimated previ­
ously. Boyden attributed 
the rise in new growth to 
increased assessments 
resulting from upgrades at 
electric company facilities. 

The Erving selectboard 
used its first two meetings 
in March to review depait­
mental requests for FY'l2 
and interview depaitment 
representatives about their 
budget requests and plans 
for the foture. Most of the 
departments presented 
budgets level ftmded from 
FY' 11, although several 
requested slight increases. 

Paul Prest presented a 
level ftmded budget for the 
highway department for 

MONTAGUE 
AGRICULTURAL 

FORUM 
uri.tb Margaret Christie, Director 
of Special Projects at CISA 
Pete Westover, MA Department 
of Agricultural Resources 
Walter Ramsey, Montague Tow11 
Planner 

Thurs., March 24th,7 p.m. 
Montague Town Hall 

863-3200, x207 
Are you interested in ... 
• Recovering Montague's agricu.1-
tural comnusion? 
• Promoting local farm goods & 
sen-ices? 
• Helping resolve fanu related 
problems or conficts? 
• Protecting fannland and natural 
resources? ... please attend. 

FY'l2. He also asked for 
$5000 as a capital 
improvement request for a 
new snow plow and frame 
for the depa1tment's 2003 
Ford. 

Prest also said the town 
would need to spend 
$500,000 over the next 
five years for work on 
River Road, Moore Street, 
North Street, and High 
Street, including side­
walks, catch basins, and 
paving. Prest told the 
boai·d the 1999 Frieghtliner 
would need replacing in 
2014 or 2015, at a cost of 
approximately $200,000, 
and the 2003 one and a half 
ton trnck would need 
replacing in 2015 or 2016. 

Polly Kiely told the 
selectboai·d the cotmcil on 
aging has developed an 
estimate of $26,800 a yeai· 
to operate the new senior 
center. Heat, light, tele­
phone, and cable costs for 
the ctment building are 
paid by Union 28, which 
rents the second floor of 
the building. Other than 
the operating cost for the 
new building, the cmmcil 
on aging proposed a level 
fonded budget for FY'l2. 

The board of health 
budget, presented by Cyd 
Scott on March 3rd, 
showed an increase of 
$570 for the health agent 
fee. Both selectboard 
chair Andrew Goodwin 
and selectboard member 
Eugene Klepadlo asked if 
the board of health had 
inquired about the reason 
for the increase, and asked 
Scott to check whether the 
Franklin Regional Cotmcil 
of Government (FRCOG) 

services would be cost 
effective. At the March 
7th meeting, the select­
board directed town 
administrative coordinator 
Tom Sharp to call FRCOG 
to get an estimate of the 
cost for its health agent. 

Chief Bud Meattey dis­
cussed the fire depart­
ment's capital improve­
ment plan, with FY '12 
requests for a $450,000 
fire truck, $6000 for 
turnout gear, $5000 for 
self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA) air bot­
tles, $5500 for lai·ge diam­
eter hose, and $10,000 for 
a gas multimeter. 

Goodwin said, "We 
need another $100,000 for 
Church Street, we have to 
take the fire truck out this 
yeai·." 

After discussion with 
the chief, the selectboard 
recommended reducing the 
capital expenditures for 
FY'12 to the turnout gear 
and large diameter hose. 
Meattey agreed the depart­
ment could wait a year to 
request the other capital 
items. Meattey explained 
the SCBA air bottles expire 
after 15 years, and 
Goodwin suggested replac­
ing on~third of the SCBA 
bottles eve1y five years. 
Klepadlo, a fire depa1tment 
lieutenant, recused himself 
from the discussion on the 
fire depaitment budget. 

Speaking as a citizen, 
however, he suggested the 
capital expenditures rec­
ommended for FY' 13 and 
FY'14 might be purchased 
with a grant. 

see ERVING pg 13 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING - A three way 
race is shaping up for 
selectboard in Erving, with 
a stuprising turnabout this 
week. 

In November, citing a 
busy work schedule and 
the need to spend more 
time with his family, 
selectboard chair Andrew 
Goodwin, of Swamp Road, 
annotmced he would not be 
seeking a second te1m. But 
on Monday, Goodwin said 
his wife, friends, and other 
residents have urged him to 
reconsider, and he would 
be in the running for anoth­
er three year te1m. 

"I like serving the 
town," said Goodwin. 

In the meantime, fo1mer 
selectboard member Jeff 
Dubay, of Mountain Road, 

and assessor's assistant 
Jacquelyn Boyden, of 
No1thfield Road, have both 
tumed in papers for the 
selectboard seat, setting up 
a three-way race in the 
upcoming town elections. 
Polls will be open in the 
town hall from 10:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 pm. on Monday, 
May 2nd to decide this and 
other townwide posts. 

Dubay lost out to 
Eugene Klepadlo by a vote 
of 90 to 135 in a three way 
race for selectboai·d last 
yeai·, in which Ellie Clai·k 
also ran and picked up 53 
votes. Dubay was also 
ousted from his long-time 
position as the chair of the 
planning board in 2010. 

Dubay, who came in 
third in 2010 another three 
way scrum for that posi-

tion, has also taken out 
papers for another nm for 
planning board this yeai·. 

Carole Lyman, who was 
the top vote getter in that 
race in 2010, stepped down 
from the planning board 
sho1tly thereafter, as did 
Annmarie Gilbe1t. Michael 
Shaffer, of State Road, and 
Betsy Sicard, of Forest 
Street, were appointed to 
fill those openings. Shaffer 
and Sicard will be on the 
ballot for two year and one 
yeai· seats on the planning 
board, respectively, in 
May. 

Planning board chair 
William Mo1ris, of Ridge 
Road is nmning again for 
one of the three yeai· plan­
ning board seats, but 
Timothy Mackin, of North 

see GOODWIN pg 14 

NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SHECTBOARD 
Flooding Closes Route 63 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
The water was up to the 
wheel wells of cai·s com­
muting to work down Long 
Plain Road (Route 63) by 
8:00 a.m. on Monday, after 
Stmday's steady downpour 
caused the Long Plain 
Brook to overflow its chan­
nel and flood sections of 
the state highway south of 
the railroad ove1pass by the 
Friends Meeting House, 
down to the intersection of 
Depot Road. A section of 
Depot Road was also 
flooded. 

By 3 p.m., the Mass 
Department of 
Transpo1tation had closed 
Route 63, but highway 
boss Will Stratford said the 

worst of the flooding had 
begun to subside by that 
time, and by nightfall the 
road was cleai· again. 

At Tuesday night's 
meeting, about a dozen res­
idents from the affected 
ai·eas of Bull Hill Road, 
Depot Road, and Long 
Plain Road showed up at 
the selectboard meeting 
demanding some action to 
what has been a perennial 
flooding problem in that 
ai·ea. 

"For the last eight or ten 
yeai·s, this has been a prob­
lem," Stratford said. 

Residents say the source 
of the problem is threefold, 
and Stratford and the 
selectboard agreed. First of 

all, the brook's channel is 
clogged by tmdergrowth, 
and needs to be cleai·ed out. 
Secondly, a beaver dam 
has caused a pond behind 
the Friends Meeting House 
that sahrrates the water 
table upstream of the flood 
prone area, and when a 
heavy rain comes the pond 
quickly overflows the dam, 
forcing the clogged brook 
to jump its banks and head 
for the highway. And last­
ly, culve1ts beneath Depot 
Road and Bull Hill Road 
are tmdersized to handle 
the press of water that 
comes at them when the 
brook floods, causing those 
two roadbeds to act as 
see LEVERETT pg 8 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

A Policy of General Disagreement 
BY ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE - In the 
midst of a general discus­
sion on how to form a poli­
cy subcommittee that had 
descended into bickering, 
Jennifer Waldron said, 
"We can't agree on any­
thing, and that's why we 
can't get anything done." 

Jeff Singleton intem1pt­
ed her. "I disagree," he 
said. 

The discussion around 
filling the positions of a 
policy subcommittee lasted 
over 35 minutes, and is just 
one cunent example of 
how difficult it is to find 
consensus on this school 
committee. 

One of the main con­
cerns mentioned in the 
Department of Elementaty 
and Secondary Education's 
recent District Review of 
the Gill-Montague district 
was that the members of 
the school committee do 
not seem able to work 
together cooperatively to 
accomplish what needs to 
be done to improve the 
school district, which is 
one of just four districts in 
the Commonwealth sad­
dled with Level 4 'needs 
improvement' status. 

The problem was on 
display Tuesday night as 
the school committee took 
up the issue of filling a post 
on the policy subcommit­
tee. Some members have 
been opposed to subcom­
mittees, saying they prefer 
the "committee of the 
whole" to deal with eve1y­
thing in public. Meetings 
of subcommittees are pub­
lic, posted as required by 
law, but they do not draw 
the interest of media or the 

public the way regular 
school committee meetings 
do. 

Michael Langknecht 
said subcommittee repotts 
are :frequently offered ver­
bally, with no minutes and 
no written reports to refer 
to later. He said he is 
opposed to subcommittees. 

Fotmation of a policy 
subcommittee was 
approved 6 to 3 in October 
of last year, but with only 
one member, Sonel Hatch, 
volunteering to setve on it, 
the subcommittee was 
never actually convened. 

At the meeting this 
week, superintendent Carl 
Ladd asked for the policy 
subcommittee to be filled, 
so he could stop filling the 
gap left by the school com­
mittee's inaction on policy 
making. 

Last year, Ladd fotmed 
a task force to develop a 
policy on life threatening 
food allergens. The task 
force held public meetings, 
reported back to Ladd and 
the superintendent then 
developed the policy, 
which he then submitted to 
the full school committee 
for approval. They school 
committee quickly 
approved the policy. 
Likewise, Ladd developed 
the state mandated policy 
on bullying, on social net­
working, and other issues 
he felt should have been 
addressed by the school 
committee. Now, Ladd 
said, "It's time for the 
school committee to do its 
work," rather than leave 
the development of policy 
to the superintendent. Ladd 
said the district is constant­
ly in receipt of policy rec-

ommendations from the 
Massachusetts Association 
of School Committees. He 
said he felt it was impottant 
to have a subcommittee to 
address new policy propos­
als as they come up, and to 
make recommendations to 
the full school committee. 

Briefly it seemed there 
was agreement to Ladd's 
directive. The initial charge 
for the subcommittee in 
October was for it to 
review the entire policy 
manual to make sure the 
district was in compliance 
with past decisions. 
However, this did not meet 
the superintendent's 
request, nor did it appeal to 
the school committee. 
Singleton, while saying he 
didn't like subcommittees 
because they had a tenden­
cy to create cliques, said 
since six people had voted 
to form the subcommittee, 
so there should be a few 
more members willing to 
fill the posts. An acrimo­
nious conversation devel­
oped arotmd the purpose of 
the subcommittee, at which 
point Waldron said, "We 
can't trust each other 
enough to form a commit­
tee." 

Matje Levenson of 
Montague said, "We 
should do it all in public, 
one step at a time, and 
make it go fotward." She 
felt it was better for the full 
committee to deal with 
each policy matter as it 
came before thelll, refer­
encing transparency and 
the need to do things in 
public. Ladd suggested 
there may be questions 
requiring more infotmation 
gathering before the full 

committee could act intelli­
gently. Joyce Phillips 
agreed, saying a subcom­
mittee may need to seek 
expett opinion, which takes 
time and does not fit into 
the framework of a regular 
school committee meeting. 

After more back and 
forth, and some willing 
volunteers, the school com­
mittee finally failed to find 
agreement to form a stand­
ing subcommittee, and 
decided to wait until a pol­
icy came fotward that 
required attention, and then 
to fotm a subcommittee 
specifically to deal with it. 
MCTV 

Montague Community 
Television board president 
Anne Harding, station 
manager Robin Mide, and 
producer Don Clegg came 
to talk about the possibili­
ties and benefits of the pub­
lic access station collabo­
rating with students and the 
district. There seemed to be 
complete agreement and 
interest on the patt of 
school committee about the 
services MCTV was offer­
ing. 

Harding proposed 
workshops for students and 
staff on the use of video 
and editing equipment at 
the studio, with an intro­
duction to hardware and 
software, along with pro­
fessional development 
tra.ining for district staff. 
She suggested the station 
could tape spotting events 
like basketball games. 

The MCTV representa­
tives asked for ideas on 
collaboration with the 
schools, and suggested the 
district could take advan­
tage of the public access 
station's events calendar 
and public setvice bulletin 
board. The station would 
also be interested in broad-

casting special events such 
as the prom, or school 
musicals. 

Ladd said students have 
been working on videos, 
and would appreciate the 
opportunity to show them 
on public television. 

Clegg said, "The com­
munity likes to see what's 
going on in the schools." 

Mide said, "When kids 
go to college and want a 
sports scholarship they 
need a video," suggesting 
MCTV could provide that 
oppottunity for students by 
recording spotting events. 
GIC 

The school district just 
approved a contract with 
the unions that included 
health benefits. Now there 
has developed an issue 
over the split that employ­
ees pay for their share of 
health insurance. This was 
raised at a recent meeting 
of the negotiating subcom­
mittee, made up of Jeff 
Singleton, Marje Levenson 
and Jennifer Waldron, with 
members of the Public 
Employee Committee 
along with superintendent 
Ladd and Lynn Bassett, 
district business manager. 

Singleton said Tuesday 
night he was surprised at 
the animosity expressed at 
the meeting towards com­
mittee members, who 
wanted to discuss reducing 
the cwTent school district's 
90% share for employee 
health insurance. 

The subcommittee (not 
a petmanent subcommit­
tee, but a temporary one) 
suggested a change to an 
80% contribution for the 
district toward employee 
health care, increasing 
employee's share of the 
premiums from 10% to 
20%. 

Gill-Montague 
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Education Association 
president Karl Dziura 
reminded the school com­
mittee the school employ­
ees had switched from the 
Franklin County Regional 
Schools Health Group 
(FCRSHG) in 2008 at the 
request of the school dis­
trict. He reminded the com­
mittee that annual costs for 
health insurance with the 
FCRSHG had been 
increasing annually by 
double digits at the time. In 
FY'08 alone, the premiums 
for the district went up 
between 18% and 40%, 
depending on the plan, 
Dzuira said. The district 
realized over $500,000 in 
initial savings, and 
$450,000 more from the 
FCRSHG dissolution, 
Dziurasaid. 

Dziura continued, "The 
district now benefits from 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in savings annually 
as a result of the employees 
joining the GIC. Insurance 
cost increases have 
remained well below state 
averages ever since, and 
are projected to do so in the 
future. The choice to move 
from the FCRSHG was 
made as a cost-saving 
measure for the district and 
as such it was and is 
extremely successful." 

While this move saved 
the district a significant 
amount, it also ended up 
costing employees addi­
tional amounts, especially 
the first year, said Joyce 
Phillips. 

"Offering incentives 
that result in cost savings is 
a common technique," said 
Dziura. He pointed out that 
town employees were 
given salary increases to 
offset their change from a 
90/10 split to a 80/20 split 

see GMRSC pg 14 
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FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES 
tiecuba at the ~ew ~naland .,,,outh Theater 

The cast of New England Youth Theater's Hecuba 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
BRATTLEBORO - Tragedy 
may befall a counhy, but more 
powerfully it befalls a family 
first, and never more devastat­
ingly than in the series ofho1rnrs 
that bore down upon the first 
family of Troy in the person of 
the aged queen, reduced to slav­
ery after the sack and 12Waie of 
her once great city, in Emipedes' 
play Hecuba. 

The New England Youth 
Theater in Brattleboro breathes 
new life into this 2500 year old 
drama, first staged by the great 
Athenian ti·agedian in 424 BCE, 
as the Peloponnesian War began 
to go badly for Athens. 

When it was first performed, 
the events described in the play 
were already more than seven 
centuries old, if the dates given 
by the Greek mathematician and 
geographer Eratothesnes for the 
fall of Troy are to be believed. 

LEVERETT from pg 6 
dams, backing up water onto 
adjoining fields, flooding neai·by 
basements, and unde1mining the 
integi'ity of the roads themselves. 

A selectboard file from April 
2008, details a similar chain of 
events, and contains a letter 
addressed to the state Depa1tment 
of Conse1vation and Recreation 
and the state highway depa1tment 
seeking coffective action. 

But whether based on historical library patrons' reading material 
fact or mythical archetype, the and the denial of fair trials to 
grief and suffering of the bereft captives are once again upheld 
queen, the shame of captivity as pati·iotic acts. But the suffer­
she shared with her daughter ing and the cmelty of the fate 
Polyxena and the other captive dealt to its protagonists are even 
women of Troy, and Hecuba's more keenly felt as we watch the 
overwhelming desire for heroic shuggles of the oppressed 
revenge on the mmderer of her citizens of Iran, Egypt, 
last smyjyjng son P01ydoms Zimbabwe the Tym:y Coast and 
are as vivid and emotionally elsewhere. 
powerful today - as war, rape There is a sti·ange irony in 
and sti·ife once again rock om hearing the words Euripedes 
world - as they would have been gave to the ancient queen 
to the Greeks gathered to watch Hecuba, who has learned grief 
its first perfonnance in the as only a mother can - watching 
Theater of Dionysus on the slope her son Hector's body dragged 
of the Acropolis, where three times around the walls of 
Emipedes first unveiled it. Troy - spoken instead by the 

Historians and critics have fresh-faced youth of Brattleboro. 
called Euripedes' Hecuba a "Woe succeeds to woe; time 
commentaiy on mob mle, the will never cease hencefo1th to 
breakdown of social institutions bring me groans and tears." For 
during waitime, and if that is so an old womai1 enslaved by the 
it has peculiai· relevance for an caprice of wai· and forced to 
America where the seai·ch of bmy her own children, these 

ment working together to solve 
all three problems at the same 
time, by removing or lowering 
the beaver dam, working with pri­
vate landowners to clear the 
clogged brook channel, and 
installing adequately sized cul­
ve1ts (pitched in the coffect direc­
tion, unlike the present culve1t on 
Depot Road). 

Sti·atford said Sprinkle Road 
also washed out in Sunday's 
storm, and a section of 
Shutesbmy Road was partially 
undercut by flooding. 

words ring hue. For youngsters 
in the bloom of life, such senti­
ments seem jarring, at first 
blush, ai1d we can only hope in 
their case they are lines to be 
learned and just as soon forgot. 

Speaking of lines learned, 
NYET's Eric Bass, who directed 
this hauntingly staged, brilliant­
ly lit, effectively costumed pro­
duction, decided, for whatever 
reason, to allow Hecuba multi­
ple personalities, with no less 
thai1 three young ladies playing 
the lead at different points in the 
play - Eve Pomazi (pliai1t like 
steel), Bonnie Hait (enjoying her 
role perhaps a bit too much to 
convey unbearable loss), and 
Wynona Meyer (triumphant in 
revenge). 

Agamemnon, the conquering 
king of the Greeks and 
Hecuba's master, was also 
played by two different young 
men of ve1y different character 
at different points in the one act 
play - Jason Guerino (cool as a 
cucumber) and Archer Parks ( a 
bit taken with his own majesty). 

This device allowed more 
youth to shine in the spotlight 
thai1 would othe1wise have been 
possible aud way have bad the 
not insignificai1t side benefit of 
allowing them each to concen­
ti·ate on memorizing and deliver­
ing fewer lines. But it deflected 
one of the main sources of 
sti·ength in this Greek drama -
the cathai·sis aroused in the audi­
ence by empathizing with the 
suffering and ten'ible t11umph of 
the protagonist. 

If each Hecuba had been able 
to personify the grief and rage 
the enslaved queen must 
embody for her audience, then 
the impact might have been 
heightened by successive lead-
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ing ladies. But the young players 
had difficulty, each in their own 
way, projecting an emotional 
state that is necessarily foreign 
to their youth, and, pa1ticularly 
when the lead first changed 
hands, this caused the audience 
to lose - at least for a moment -
their connection to the ti·agedy 
unfolding. 

Still it was a perfo1mance 
wo1th watching for the sum of 
its parts, and its refreshingly 
vital reimagining of the somce 
material. Here is one production 
where the Greek Chorus itself 
assumed an ee11e power, with 
black shrouded youth roaming 
the boai·ds like shades, raising 
the hair on the back ofyom neck 
and almost succeeding in 
upstaging the stai·s. At least until 
Maeve Campman, in the role of 
Polyxena, delivered her spell­
binding, shattering oration wel­
coming death. 

And lines such as these never 
felt more compelling than when 
issuing from the mouths of 
babes: "Ah! there is not in the 
world a single man free; for he is 
either a slave to money or to for­
tune, or else the people in their 
tbousaods ar the fe.ar of public 
prosecution prevents him from 
following the dictates of his 
heait." 

This is, finally, a bmtal, sav­
age play, rendered not one whit 
more tender by the age of its 
players. Alas, the same could be 
said of the revolution in Libya, 
this week, ai1d next. .. 

New England Youth Theater's 
production of Hecuba continues 
for a final weekend, March 11th 
- March 13th at I 00 Flat Sti·eet in 
Brattleboro, with shows at 7 p m. 
on Friday and Saturday, and a 
matinee on Sunday at 2 p m. 

Bull Hill Road resident Ed 
Kamai1Sky said, "The last time, 
we just let this drop." But select­
board chair Rich Brazeau pledged 
conceited action to get the vai1-
ous state agencies, the town boai·d 
of health, and highway depait-

Look for a report on the library 
and highway budget pre- II 
sentations ne,xt week. ■ 

!lo.'! 
Water backed up at the culvert on Bull Hill Road on Mondqy 
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RECORDS OF STE. JEAN BAPTISTE SOCIETY STUDIED 
BY SARA CAMPBELL 
TURNERS FALLS - For all 
who took an interest in the recent 
perfom1ance of Piecework -
When we were French, at the 
Shea Theater, here's an update on 
historical records pertaining to 
Turners' French Canadian com­
munity: 

Until Shari Strahan took an 
interest in the records of the his­
toric Societe Ste. Jean Baptiste, 
founded in Tumers Falls in 1881, 
there probably wasn't anyone liv­
ing who knew the club began 
with 10 napkins, 18 teaspoons, 24 
soup spoons, 34 beer glasses, and 
a mortuary drape. 

The records of the local cultur­
al society, which came to light 
when the cmTent owners of the 
Rendezvous on Third Street reno-

BRULE from pg 1 
study in France, Brule returned 
to his family's nineteenth-centu­
ry farmhouse on the banks of the 
Millers River to reconnect with a 
heritage that began, not with 
Judal1 and Elizabeth Smith and 
their kinfolk, but with the Sokoki 
and the Pocumtuck peoples and 
their forebears. 

vated the building, are being 
inventoried and reviewed by 
local genealogists. Ledgers are 
being reviewed to glean tidbits of 
town hist01y, such as names of 
dues-paying members, applica­
tions for membership that include 
past residences, and benefits paid 
to the sick or families of the dead. 
Prospective members were 
required to have a statement of 
good health from a doctor, and to 
be vouched for by a member. 

One of the early membership 
lists, from 1898, includes many 
familiar names that can still be 
found in and around Turners 
Falls: Brazeau, Chaille, Cloutier, 
Dube, Disotel, Forest, Godin, 
Girard, Hamelin, Laramie, 
Maquin, Mainqui, Martineau, 
Morinville, Richard, Suprenant, 

fisherman on three feet of winter 
ice, the author recalls the 10,000 
dinosaur tracks collected from 
Bruton Cove by Prof. Edwai·d 
Hitchcock of Amherst College in 
the 1840s, and the shattering of 
the native Americans' "truce 
grounds" by the dawn massacre 
of sleeping women arid childi·en 
by Captain Tumer in 1676. 

Tar·dif, arid Vmcelette. 
The rules and ceremonial 

scripts were printed for the mem­
bers in French, because one of the 
primary pmposes of the organiza­
tion was to preserve the French 
Canadiai1 culture. A sub-group 
was chai·ged with helping mem­
bers become U.S. citizens. 

The society featured a pool 
table, unlike the modem 
Rendezvous. Receipts for all 
transactions were carefully 
recorded in the ledgers. A lease 
from the Hibernian club notes the 
society's use of the Hibernian 
Hall. There are records of events, 
notably the 50th anniversary cel­
ebration of the society in 1931, 
including the menu, speakers, 
arid the price of the bar1d. 

When the first step of deter-

par·ents too. But we know that we 
have descended from Captain 
Tmner and his murderous men 
as well. Observing the Millers 
River from Brule's back yard is 
to leai11 to count the birds: juncos 
and spa1rnws, cedar waxwings, 
the baseball-costumed orioles 
and blue jays, woodpeckers, 
ravens, eagles, red-tailed hawks, 
and the tiny, golden-crowned 
kinglet. And it is to remember 
that the Millers was a murky 
channel for toxic waste and 
human sewage only forty year·s 

mining 
what kinds 
of records 
are con­
tained in the 
old books is 
complete, 
some of the 
pages will 
be digitized 
arid translat­
ed and 
made avail­
able to 
researchers. 
The records 
of deaths 
arid other events may be of use 
for family members in compiling 
their family histories, or the cul­
tural history of the town. 

This project is funded in part 

wide, wa1y berth." 
And this: "All day tl1e sun has 

shone on the smface of some 
savage swamp, where tl1e single 
spruce stands hm1g with usnea 
lichens, and small hawks circu­
late above, and the chickadee 
lisps amid the evergreens, and 
tl1e pa1tridge and tl1e rabbit skulk 
beneath; but now a more dismal 
and fitting day dawns, and a dif­
ferent race of creatures awakes 
to express the meaning of Nature 
here." 

Commenting on the latter pas-
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by the Montague Cultural 
Council. Look for updates at 
genealogygathering.blogspot.com 
For more info, contact remem­
beringar1cestors@yahoo.com. 

sage, activist Bill McKibben 
recalls that Thoreau taugl1t us to 
love tl1e Earth at a time when 
"most of the civilized world 
regai·ded the forest and the moun­
tain witl1 distaste; but in his wake 
came Whitman, Bmrnugl1s, Muir 
and a thousand other writers, ai1d 
rigl1t behind them came a million 
people toting backpacks." 

David Brule's West Along the 
River - a shining addition to tllis 
literature - beckons us Iii! 
to get off the porch and 11_11i 
join the ramble. ~ 

"We wouldn't be here if not 
for the river," he writes. ''The site 
drew the Native peoples here 
more than 12,000 years ago, long 
before the first white settlers 
appeared. Then, even after, the 
Great Falls drew generations 
upon generations of inlmigrants 
to farm and work in water-pow­
ered factories. For some of us 
now, this river runs througl1 our 
veins. It's a constant, a place to 
come back to, a thread running 
through our lives." 

"Regardless, the sweep ofhis­
t01y here Inigl1t as well be the 
sigh of the wind througl1 the 
pines. You can't help thinking 
that if there are sacred places in 
our Hidden Landscape, then 
something must be going on out 
here. There's a certain light, a 
sound in the trees, the lay of this 
prehistoric lai1d, the lonely 
boo1ning of the frozen river that 
gives the solitary hiker a sharp 
sense of being in the presence of 
a benign ancient force." 

ago, (Brule is also the president ------------------------
of the Millers River Watershed Limited fir~t-run printing, 
Alliance.) commg soon! 

David Brule is our own Herny Call Lyn to reserve your copy: 
Thoreau. It's hard to tell which 413-863-4779 
one wrote the following pas-
sages: "The water's surface is $20 - ($22.50 for home delivery) 

Proceeds will benefit 
sun-dappled in the late morning, ffl"hie .m.,,,_.,,..__,,., » """'ll!lfrultt 
stones golden just below as we ""Y ;,-•~\IW&, ~ 

Brule's ancient history 
stretches back through periods 
when the very comse of the 
rivers shifted as the water broke 
new ground, leaving eai·ly water­
falls dry and gouging deeply into 
the Narrnws north of Barton 
Cove. Skating out among the 

To read these essays at the 
tum of the year, as our heavy, 
frozen yai·ds arid woods begin to 
loosen under brigl1tening skies, 
is to feel connected in every 
sense. Looking back, way back, 
we want to believe that the 
Sokoki arid Pocumtuck were our 

glide over them. Kingfisher rat- West Along the River will be 
tles at tl1e bend, Osprey wings available at the Great Falls 
over and pivots in the air on 
sharp pinions, spotting a lazy Discovery Center and at 
sucker lying near· tl1e surface. tlllJt JRonta1Dt iupomr office 
The river's Old Man - Great in Turners Falls, and at the 
Blue Heron - rises up reluctant-
ly and flies upstream, giving us a Franklin Grocery in Ervingside. 

r . . l Rachel J Roy 
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decades in the way the
department trains and equips its
members to handle the
dangerous job of protecting the
villages of Montague City,
Turners Falls and Millers Falls
from fire.

“The changes are like night
and day,” said Godin this week.
“When I first got on the job, we
wore three-quarter length boots
and rubber coats. The personal
protective equipment was
nothing compared to what it is
today. We used to ride on the
back step of the trucks with strap
on belts. It was a dangerous
practice back then. But we’re
better protected, better equipped
than we were back in ‘77.”

He added, “The job is still the
same – you have to go after the
fire and get at it.”

Godin recalled some of the
fires he helped to fight over the
years, and there have been some
bad ones. Among the worst was
undoubtedly the arson fire at the
Crocker Building on June 26th,
1997, set by a 15-year-old girl
from Springfield named Sylvia
Cruz, bent on settling a drug
dealing score with a squatter in a
third story apartment in the
unsecured building.

Godin recalled that he arrived
on the scene at about 3 a m. that
morning, as acting chief, because
Morin was on vacation. In an
interview conducted on the tenth
anniversary of that fatal blaze,
Godin said he pulled up in the
Turners ladder truck, got out to
survey the scene, and found
people hanging from the third
floor window ledges on Avenue
A and on the 2nd Street side,
with the building fully involved.

With smoke shrouding the
building, glass shattering from
the windows, and flaming debris
raining into the street, Godin saw
a man named Joe Novak hanging
by one hand from the window
ledge on the Avenue A side, 40
feet up. He turned to order his
truck into position to rescue him,
but the Turners ladder truck had
already proceeded around the
corner, responding to cries that
people were hanging from the
upper windows on that side.

“As our ladder truck turned
onto 2nd Street, Greenfield
literally pulled up behind,” said
Godin. Novak, a body builder
with forearms “like Popeye,” as
one downtown resident put it,
clung to the ledge on the third
floor for half an hour, before

being rescued by a firefighter
from Greenfield named Michael
Winn. The Greenfield truck’s
ladder could not reach high
enough for Novak to climb down
unassisted, so Winn climbed up
to him, reached out and grabbed
him and rolled Novak across his
body, bringing him onto the
ladder and down to safety.

On the 2nd Street side, Peter
Jacob and a Tibetan immigrant
named Palden Sangpo were not
so lucky. Jacob held on by his
fingertips until the fire came too
close to the window. He let go
and landed feet first on a thin
mattress he had tossed out the
window earlier, which people in
the street had positioned beneath
him to break his fall. He suffered
multiple fractures, but survived.
Sangpo, a dishwasher at the
Shady Glen who had been saving
up money to bring his family to
America from Dharamsala,
India, was also unable to hold on
to his window ledge until the
Turners truck got into position to
rescue him. He died in the fall.

As acting chief, Godin made
the tough call to pull two
firefighters – Robert Escott and
Leon Ambo – out of the third
floor where they had been
working to hold back the fire
until the ladder trucks could get
into position, to give the tenants
clinging to the outer ledges a few
more minutes of breathing space.
Escott recalled pushing the fire
back up the stairs from the
second story, and pushing it
down the hall on the third floor,
trying to buy time until Novak
could get on the ladder. “We
stayed in there until we needed
another air bottle,” recalled
Escott ten years after. There was
confusion on the street as to
whether another tenant might
still be trapped on the third floor,
but as it turned out, there was no
one left in the building, and
Godin’s decision to keep the
firefighters out of the building
from that point on was a wise
one.

“When you’re used to being
on the hose, on the first truck,
when you’re out on the street
taking command of the situation
and all that goes on, it gets a little
unnerving,” said Godin, looking
back. But that’s a chief’s
responsibility.

Mark Holley, chair of the
Turners Falls fire department’s
prudential committee, said his
committee will be advertising
the position for fire chief this

month. “We’re not going to limit
ourselves to either internal or
external applicants,” said Holley,
who added that the committee
plans to contract with an
assessment center, “to help us
assess the categories we feel
we’re looking for in a chief.” For
example, Holley said, “technical
ability on the fire ground,” is one
category applicants will be
judged by, and the assessment
center will help the committee
design real world tests to
determine an applicant’s
technical ability.

Holley said the prudential
committee hopes to interview
candidates by the end of April,
and have a new chief hired by the
middle of July, to allow Godin
some time to work with the new
chief before his retirement date.

Godin noted the department
does have a history of hiring
from within. “Richie was
promoted from within; his
predecessor, Murph Togneri, was
promoted from within. I believe
we’ll have people applying from
within the department and one or
two from outside the department
have already told me they are
interested in applying,” he said.

Holley said Godin is making
above $73,000 a year, at this
point in his career. “I expect
there will be a savings for the
taxpayers of the district,” when a
new chief is hired, Holley added.

Godin said during his 34
years with the department he has
seen tensions lessen with the
Montague Center fire
department, but acknowledged
they had flared up again recently
over the Turners Falls
department’s proposal to add an
ambulance service. The
Montague Center department
blocked that proposal, moving to
retain their current relationship
with the Baystate Ambulance
Service, despite the Turners Falls
department’s claim that an
ambulance dispatched from
Turners Falls would arrive
quicker to any village in
Montague than an ambulance
dispatched from Greenfield.

“I personally feel we’ll have
to revisit that issue in the next
few years, due to the economics
and the changes coming to EMS
delivery in the county,” said
Godin. “I think it would be a
good move for the department
and the people in town as a
whole.”

In addition to continual
changes in equipment and

regulations, firefighters today
have to train to deal with
hazardous materials and
technical rescues, as well as
rescues from confined spaces, in
ways firefighters never had to
deal with when Godin first got
on the force. He pointed to the
procedures needed to rescue a
spelunker from a cave in
Leverett last year as an example
of how those new procedures
might pay off.

Looking back on his long
career, Godin said other notable
changes include the merger with
the Millers Falls fire department
(which used to cover both sides
of the river in Millers Falls). “We
merged the two districts 15 or 16
years ago and we now cover
right up to the Wendell line.”
And he said the close proximity
of the police station in their new
safety complex on Turnpike
Road – as well as the close
working relationship between
himself and police chief Ray
Zukowski, has allowed both
departments to put old rivalries
to rest and focus on cross
training exercises and other ways
to more efficiently and
effectively provide emergency
services to the community.

Asked what he would be glad
to leave behind when he retires,
Godin said, “Some of the people
we have to deal with on code
enforcement issues. I won’t miss
that. I won’t miss some of the
small town politics, or the trivial
day-to-day management stuff.”

On the first point, Godin said
the code book for fire prevention
has tripled in size since he started
out. He said most of those
changes are for the good. But the
town’s housing stock is 30 years
older than it was when he started
out, and though a lot of the
properties have been upgraded,
others still pose a real problem
and a danger to surrounding
buildings. He mentioned the
Strathmore Mill, now owned by
the town, in this context.

“But many others have been
upgraded,” said Godin, who
complemented the work the
Franklin County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority has
done in renovating the
Moltenbrey Building on Avenue
A and 3rd Street (scene of a
serious fire when it was still a
flophouse owned by Paul
Goulston, before the FCRHRA
took the property over and redid
it top to bottom seven years ago),
as well as the Cutlery Block.

It was Goulston who owned
the Crocker Bank Building when
it burned in 1997. A lawyer
representing the family of Palden
Sangpo won a $1.3 million
settlement for the negligence
leading to the pain and suffering
of Sangpo’s death. With that
money, Sangpo’s family was
finally able to come and settle in
America. 

Goulston and his building
manager, Paul Gravell, “failed to
have working fire detectors in
the building,” said the family’s
lawyer, Thomas Lesser of
Northampton, in an interview in
2007. “In fact, they had
deactivated the alarm” on the
night of the fatal fire.

“I feel I have had a decent
working relationship with the
people in town hall on code
enforcement issues,” said Godin,
“especially the building
department and the board of
health. There are a lot of
buildings out there that still need
work. But you can only go so
far.”

He called the renovation of
the Crocker Bank Building,
spearheaded by the FCRHRA in
concert with Historic
Massachusetts, “a beautiful
example of a public/private
partnership.”

“I love my job. I truly do. I
don’t miss the 2 a.m. call for a
car leaking gas on 4th Street,
but getting out of bed and going
to a fire, I love it. What’s the
saying? ‘The hours are terrible,
the working conditions suck,
but it’s probably the best job on
the planet.’ A lot of the career
guys feel that way. I’m real
pleased to have been able to
spend my entire career
doing it.”

38  Main  Street,  MMontague  
4413-3667-00155
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and they just say the same 
things over and over again is not 
due process. The only thing that 
has been transparent has been 
the bias of some members of 
this board." 

Responding to planning 
board chair Wedegartner's com­
ment on Janmuy 17th that one 
of the board's purposes in con­
ducting the special permit 
review is to determine the mun­
ber and type of jobs to be creat­
ed, resident Madeline Cantwell 
asked, "How can you consider 
the number and type of jobs 
being created when they haven't 
told you who the tenant is? Are 
they full time jobs? Quarter 
time? Benefitted?" 

Cantwell asked the board to 
limit lighting at the proposed 
store, particularly late at night, 
force the developer to use build­
ing materials that "won't look 
like garbage in a couple of 
years," move the parking to the 
back of the store so the site 
won't "look like a dese1t of 
cars," require the store to close 
in the middle of the night, create 
an escrow account to pay for the 
demolition of the building at the 
tenant's expense if it remains 

closed for more than one year, 
rule out a groce1y component, 
require the developer to build a 
sidewalk all the way to the store 
from High Street, and protect 
the French King Highway from 
further commercial sprawl to 
uphold the design criteria of the 
commercial overlay zone. 

Finally, Cantwell said, 
"Shrink the store. You can 
guide this community to a com­
promise, one that I and many 
others here can support. You 
may see us, unfo1tunately, as 
opponents rather than as we are 
- allies. We want our commu­
nity to be able to get what it 
needs, and we want you to pro­
tect Greenfield with real long­
te1m vision. Shrink the store. 
Make it 80,000 feet and we 
won't just suppo1t you - we 
will thank you ... for being pa1t­
ners and advocates and stew­
ards of our town." 

Susanae Glovacki, who 
moved with her husband and 
children to Madison Circle 
from Conway Street six years 
ago, said, "I hope you can 
adjust the size and the nahrre of 
this project so that our cmTent 
grocery stores, and other busi­
nesses, can have a fighting 
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chance. And so that we can all 
continue to enjoy the ve1y liv­
able, coming-back-to-life 
Greenfield that we love." 

As the planning board began 
deliberations on Februa1y 22nd, 
Wedegartner instructed her 
board to pay attention only to 
submittals by the developer, 
peer review analyses coffilnis­
sioned by the planning board, 
and the testimony of Greenfield 
department heads. 

This prompted a written 
response from anti-Walmart 
activist Al No1man on behalf of 
the abutters, in which he wrote, 
"The idea that during delibera­
tions only the applicant would 
be given the chance to respond, 
and that board members can 
only ask questions of the appli­
cant, and seek no information 
from the abutters based on their 
submitted responses, leads us to 
conclude that this process is 
reflective of a predisposing bias 
in this matter, and that the chair 
is trying to 'guide' the discus­
sion to a pre-dete1mined con­
clusion, rather than encourage 
the free exchange of informa­
tion. 

Norman continued, "There is 
more than one party in this 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUGE lOG 
Peace Disturbed, Loud Noise 

bance on Third Street. intimidating a witness, sub­
sequent offense of disorder­
ly conduct, and subsequent 
offense of disturbing the 

or operating a motor 
ve icle with a suspended 
license. 
Wednesday, 3/2 
11 :34 a.m. Missing person 
on Avenue A Services ren­
dered. 
4:08 p.m. Neighbor distur­
bance on Third Street. 
Advised to contact police if 
repeated. 
10:37 p.m. Loud noise dis­
turbance on South Prospect 
Street. Referred to other 
agency. 
Thunc:lay, 3/3 
12:57 a.m. Loud noise dis-

turbance on South Prospect 
Street. Services rendered. 
2:33 p.m. Trespassing on 
East Mineral Road. Area 

tery. 
Friday, 3/4 
2:06 a.m. Domestic distur­
bance on Fourth Street. 
Services rendered. 
5:07 .m. Arrest of ... 

I! t!!ens! 
operation of a motor vehicle 
and speedin~. 
Sa~c:lay, 3/5 
4:51 p.m. Loud noise distur-

e peace. 
peace. 
9:15 p.m. Loud noise distur­
bance at Montague Grange. 
Services rendered. 
Sunday. 3/6 
1:39 a.m. Loud noise distur-

Monday,3/7 
12:41 a.m. Suspicious per­
son by Unity Park. Services 
rendered. 
3:15 p.m. Juvenile distur­
bance on Turners Falls Road. 

ha.nee on G Street. Services Advised of options. 
rendered. 7 :44 p.m. Officer wanted 
2:33 a.m. Loud noise distur- regarding child custody on 
ha.nee on Old Stmderland Randall Road. Advised of 
Road. Services rendered. 
l :3 7 p.m. Officer wanted at 
Between the Uprights at 
Second Street and Avenue A 
3:31 .m. Arrest of 

on a 60+ year o person or 

options. 
Tucsc:lay, 3/8 
1:56 a.m. Domestic distur­
bance on Second Street. 
Services rendered. 
11:17 a.m. Arrest of 

disabled person with injury, warrant. 
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case. The abutters are fighting 
for the quality of life in their 
neighborhood, for the preserva­
tion of residential land values, 
and for the peaceful enjoyment 
of their prope1ty. They should 
be consulted as needed, not 
ignored. These homeowners are 
relying on the planning board to 
consider their prope1ty rights, 
and the impacts on their proper­
ty. There is no reason why dur­
ing deliberations the chair and 
board members cannot pause to 
ask the abutters to respond to a 
given statement or issue. They 
have more on the line than the 
developer. This is where they 

Breathe • Stretch • Relax 

Intro Classes at The Brick House, 
Third Street, Turners Falls 

4 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Classes Start March 15th 

Space limited. $10/class. 
Register by calling (413) 773-3830 
or email ivanuss@hotmail.com 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

• ..~~;~;.~!!! !!'.?.~, 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

11 

live." 
The planning board will con­

tinue its deliberations on the 
proposed Big Box store on 
Thursday, March 17th, at 7 p m. 
at 114 Main Street, in 
the planning department II■• 
office. II_~ 

Mon, Tue ti: Wed 

Specials 
Large 16" Pizzas 
with 1 Topping for 

$9. 95 plus tax 

With Any 12" or 8" Sub 
1 FREE 12 oz.Can of Soda 

Any Steak, Chicken or 
Veggie Burrito 
$5.95 plustax 

Roberto·s 
Family Restaurant 
196 Turners Falls Road 

863-0022 

• (~ay/S1l©n® Stwi~~r® 
• ~oW®oy 

• lrillil8 AD1t Drawnlril@$ @md 
Pailril1rnlrilg$ 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
fo Home Appoi11tme11ts 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 
54-0 Northlleld Rd., Bernardston 
www.counLryoLl.com 

Prepald&IUdlll 

Pr1111msa1111a111 
.J 
- Wl ler D111111 

~ 

Air Cllllllllfllllll 
Senlcl& 

l■slalllllGA 

l -800-327-9992 
413-048-9912 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAtw. STREET• TURNERS fAUS, MA 01376 
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Eadles Get Busy on Barton Co, 
means an egg or two has been 
laid. In past years this much 
looked for event has generally 
occuned between March 4th -
6th. It is interesting to watch 
closely to be able to document 
these dates. We know it takes 35 
to 37 days of incubation to pro­
duce a small fozzy gray chick, 
sometimes followed three to five 
days later by a second hatchling. 

a strong interest in replacing the 
camera for the local television 
access coverage via MCTV 
Channel 17 in Montague and 
GCTV Channel 15 in Greenfield, 
and many sunounding towns. 
Reviving the eagle camera would 
be especially important for our 
schools to foster education and 
paiticipation from our younger 
generation. 

Fish Passage Numbers at 
Turners Falls Gatehouse 

BY PAT CARLISLE 
GREAT FALLS - Our Batton 
Cove eagle family has been busy 
since mid Janua1y re-airnnging 
nest material. Now, at the begin­
ning of March they are often 
lucky to be left a few fish from 
the ice fishe1men's catch. 

An immature eagle enter­
tained last week as it wrestled a 
fish that appeai·ed to be caught in 
an ice flow, with gulls and crows 
watching neai·by. 

Constant nest sitting usually 

I can see the nest clearly from 
a telescope in my kitchen until 
the leaves appear, then we must 
rely on evidence from the trans­
port of fish for frequent feedings 
by both pai·ents. 

Once again this year we do not 
have a working camera mounted 
above the nest to let us watch 
daily activity. Effo1ts are under­
way to replace the old camera. 

In the meanwhile, I have 
become recognized as the "eagle 
lady," and the best available 
source of news about nest activi­
ty. I get asked about the eagles in 
the libra1y and the groce1y store. I 
am happy to know there remains 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE Gill POUGE lOG 
Traffic Accident, Arrest for Break In 

Monday, 2/28 3:20 p.m. Reported 9:40 a.m. Arrest report 
7:20 a.m. Accident on Truck tailgate in road, in filed in Juvenile Court 
Main Road. Asplundh area of Factory Hollow. for past breaking and 
Tree Service truck vs. Officer removed same. entering on Walnut 
Waste management 4:00 p.m. West Gill Street. 
Disposal truck. No Road resident reported 3:10 p.m. Parking com­
injuries. Minor damage. receiving botmced check plaint on Walnut Street. 
10:50 a.m. Report of for service rendered. Citation issued. 
tractor trailer tuut strik- 8:30 p.m. Parking com- 4:10 p.m. Assisted 
ing Gill-Montague plaint on Walnut Street. Bernardston police with 
Bridge Jersey barriers. Citation issued. a domestic situation on 
Assisted SPS with cor- Thw:sday, 3/3 Gill Road. 
recting situation. 4:10 p.m. Officers assist- Saturday, 3/5 
12:IO p.m. Tree across ed Children Services in 11:05 a.m. Female party 
West Gill Rd. Assisted removing children from a walking in roadway 
DPW in removing same. residence on Main Road. across the Gill-
W cdnesday, 3/2 4:50 p.m. Parking com- Montague Bridge. 
7:45 a.m. Building check plaint on Walnut Street. Refi.ised to walk on side-
requested of btisiness on Citation issued. walk due to icy condi-
French King Hwy, all Friday, 3/4: tions. 
secure. 9:25 a.m. Arrest report 2:20 p.m. Assisted 
1:20 p.m. Report of past filed for past breaking Northfield police with 
vandalism at Barton and entering in 2005 at section 12 subject. 
Cove. Investigated and Oak Street residence. Sunday, 3/6 
referred subject to -- charged by 3 p.m. Juve1ules reported 
Environmental Police. DNA testing. threat via text messaging. 

More eagle news in the weeks 
to come. 

SPRING from pg 1 
weather did some of the work 
separating the maple sugai· from 
the water in the sap. As the tem­
perature dropped below freezing 
again and again, the water froze 
out of the sap in buckets and 
holding tanks around the faim, 
leaving the remaining liquid 
dense in sugai·. 

Many of the sugai· maple trees 
on the prope1ty are linked up with 
sap lines-plastic tubes that 
direct sap from the trees into 
holding tanks. But the Faceys 
also collect sap manually from 
about sixty buckets hung on taps 
ai·otmd the farm. 'The nice thing 
about the sap lines is you don't 
get too much rainwater in the 
sap," said Bill's wife, Laurel 
Facey. "So you don't have to boil 
as much. Some people say buck­
ets are better, but we don't see 
that. It's less boiling time, and it's 
cleaner. With the sap lines you get 
straight sap from the trees." 

"It's a passion," explained Bill 
Facey. "When I was a kid, I 
worked with a neighbor who did 
symp." 

The sugaring operation at 
Sugarbush Farm produces about 
100 gallons of symp a year, and 
the sho1t sugaring season takes 
follow through all year long. Bill 
Facey built the sugai·house from 
trees he cleai·ed from his land. 
The sap lines, buckets, and evap­
orator have to be cleaned at the 
end of the season. Each of the 
more than 600 taps arotmd the 
farm is drilled by hand. Once the 

Kim Noyes, school environ­
mental coordinator for First Light 
Power's Northfield Mountain 
Environmental Center, has sent 
updates on the counts for three 
anadromous species of fish at the 
Turners Falls gatehouse fish lad­
der over the past few yeai·s. 

Critics have linked the 
rebotmd of shad passage in 2010 
to the May 1st maintenance out­
age at Northfield Motmtain, 
which they claim reduced fluctu­
ation in river flow allowing for 
easier passage for spawning shad. 

syrup is boiled down, it has to be 
bottled and sold. Wood has to be 
put away to keep the evaporator 
fired up, to boil the sap down to 
syrup. 

Asked why he opted for the 
extra work of a wood fired evap­
orator, instead of one powered by 
oil, he said it was because, 
"That's what sugaring is to me." 

''I'll work on it forever," said 
Jim Facey, who helps his father 
year-rotmd at Sugai·bush Farm. 
"It's fon; it's good exercise." 

Sugai·bush Faim also produces 
about 3,000 bales of hay and four 
beef cows per year, and also sells 
farm harvested pine boards. 
When he's not working on the 
usual fa1m chores, Bill Facey 
might be fotmd doing machine1y 
work, or restoring a Model A 
Ford. "I like a variety of all the 
things, that way you don't get 
bored or burnt out," he said. 

Facey said he purchased 
Sugai·bush Faim, just over the 
Montague line off Mo1mon 
Hollow Road, 43 yeai-s ago. 

"I was just looking for a place 
to live, and this became available, 
and it was a faim I've always 
been interested in faiming, and so 
I staited to farm." Ten years after 
retirement, he still works on the 
faim nearly eve1y day, from dawn 
tmtil dusk. "You got to keep mov­
ing," he said. "Farmers never 

AFFORDABLE FINANCING FOR VA & FHA LOANS 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

Counts for 2008: 
3,982 American Shad 
32,029 Sea Lamprey 
10 Atlantic Salmon (Released) 

Counts for 2009: 
3,813 American Shad 
7,237 Sea Lamprey 
8 Atlantic Salmon (Released) 

Counts for 2010: 
16,768 American shad 
6,352 Sea lamprey 
8 Atlantic Salmon (Released) 

quit." 
Don't wony, winter isn't as 

tough as Bill. Spring is about to 
run it out of town, and this first 
sign of victo1y ah·eady tastes so 

sweet. II 
Food Coordinator 
"Office Hours" 

WENDELL - On Saturday, 
Mai·ch 12th, from 10:30 am. -
12:30 p.m., local food coordina­
tor Liz Ca1ter will hold "office 
hours" at the Wendell Free 
Libraiy. 

This week's conversation will 
focus on "Labor and the Not-for­
Profit Faim." Contact Liz Ca1ter 
at liz.k.carter@gmail.com or 
(360)797-4034 for more info. 

Countdown To Closure 
And a Green, Nuclear Free Future 

Monday, March 21st, 7:00 p.m. 
Centre Congregational Church, 
193 Main Street, Brattleboro. 

March 21st is exactly one year before 
the scheduled shutdown of the Vermont 
Yankee nuclear power plant. This event 
will feature speakers Dr. Arjun Makhijani 
and James Moore. Music provided by the 
Green River String Band. All are wel­
come. Suggested donation of five dollars. 
No one will be turned away. 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 

SCAPES BUILDERS 
tprevost@metl ife .com 

All""""'s/tjedlo~ a.twlCXll'd!io<s 9'"'leesffl.Mt,itag&~ f""'lde<l hf 
Melife Hane l.oat1s. advl!bl o/Melfe B;rt NA Equal lioUsil.)l.ellje{,@003 MElUfE. NC.~ 

PfAM.JTStm'lled FealuieS~.e. 1nc. Loooe6294{e,q:ffillfA1Slatf.slOCI UNoE• ec1 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

NEW LOCAL OWNERSHIP 

FAMILY VACUUM 
34 Chapman Stn~et ~ 0 11Jlllerci.al Rj 

. arnpoo Ren 
Grecnf,cld 413-774-2046 t 

Mon - Fri. 9:30 - 5:30 I Saturday, 8:.30 - 3:00 

cAQ~ vUake~ g. JAodeQg 
Most Repairs Done within 48 Hours 

New & Used Vacuums for Sale 

Your Green Building Company 

110 North Hillside Road PO. Box -t69 South Deerfield, MA 01575 
T: 'i15 665.0185 F: 'i15.665.0186 

Scapes Builders & Landscaping, LLC 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

~Q~~~E~1tix~9.~ 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 

!fordable dasses morning, noon and night 
free dass every Sunday 4-5 pm 

beginners welcome 
www.Community-Yoga.com 

413 n4.4100 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
Tips for Dealing with Hearing Loss 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. My wife just 
turned 70 and her hearing isn r 
what it used to be. Do you have 
any suggestions to improve my 
communication with her? 

About one in three 
Americans over 60 suffers from 
loss of hearing, which can range 
from the inability to hear certain 
voices to deafness. 

Presbycusis, one form of 
hearing loss, occurs with age. 
Presbycusis can be caused by 

from ERVING pg 6 
Both Klepadlo and Meattey 

said the fire depaitment could use 
help writing grant applications. 

Police chief Chris Blair said 
he would need additional fimding 
over FY' 11 because the candi­
dates for the vacant officer posi­
tion were all "ve1y experienced" 
and would strut near the top of 
the pay scale. 

Although Blair requested no 
increase in fireaims ti·aining or 
general ti·aining line items, the 
selectboard recommended 
increasing these items by a total 
of $4000 in order to meet new 
state requirements for fireaims 
ce1tification, and to allow for 
officer training in computer 
crime investigation. 

Blair said he would like to 
move away from using pait-time 
officers as primaiy coverage, and 
instead staff the depaitment with 
four full-time officers. "Crime 
has no time, has no boundai'ies," 

changes in the inner ear, audito­
ry nerve, middle ear, or outer 
ear. Some of its causes are the 
aging process, loud noise, 
heredity, head injmy, infection, 
illness, certain prescription 
chugs, and circulation problems 
such as high blood pressure. 

Tinnih1s, also common in 
older people, is the ringing, 
hissing, or roaring sound in the 
ears frequently caused by expo­
sure to loud noise or certain 
medicines. Tinnims is a symp­
tom that can come with any type 
of hearing loss. 

Hearing aids can help your 
wife. It's impo1tant to explain 
that a hearing aid will not 
restore normal hearing. With 

he remarked. 
Now, there ai·e three full-time 

positions: chief, sergeant, and 
the vacant officer position. Pait­
timers cover when the full-timers 
are not working, at a cost of 
approximately $20,000 per yeai·. 

Environmental supe1visor Art 
Pace said the FY'12 wastewater 
treatment plant budget request 
was higher than FY' 11 because 
of increased costs for chemicals 
and electi'icity. The total request­
ed was $679,575 ($448, 596 for 
town of Erving costs and 
$230,979 for town of Montague 
costs). The town of Montague 
shares use of the Eivingside treat­
ment plant, and pays a percentage 
of its operating costs, based on 
the amount of flow Montague 
conti'ibutes from Millers Falls; at 
present, about 50% of the flow. 

Selectboard chair Andrew 
Goodwin asked if there were any 
potentially cheaper som·ces for 
chemicals, and Klepadlo asked if 

practice, however, a hearing aid 
will increase awareness of 
sounds and what made them. 

A hearing aid magnifies 
sound vibrations. Larger vibra­
tions are converted into signals 
that are sent to the brain. 

There are limits to the ampli­
fication a hearing aid can pro­
vide. In addition, if the inner ear 
is too damaged, even large 
vibrations will not be conve1ted 
into signals. 

If your wife's hearing is a 
problem, she should get it 
checked by her personal physi­
cian. If her hearing is dimin­
ished, the doctor will probably 
refer her to an otolaryngologist 
or audiologist. 

chemicals could be obtained in 
lai·ger amounts than the 50-pound 
bags cmTently used. 

Pace said larger containers 
would increase handling costs, 
and that ti·eatment plant storage 
facilities were too small to store 
large amounts of chemicals. 
Selectboard member Jamie 
Hackett suggested checking with 
the FRCOG to see if chemicals 
could be bought as pait of a 
group purchase. Sharp was asked 
to check into that possibility. 

Pace said he hoped to reduce 
chemical use by making process 
changes. He said he also hoped 
to save money by scheduling 
fewer ti'ips for sludge disposal. 
On the revenue side, Pace asked 
the selectboard to approve an 
increase of one cent per gallon 
for receiving third paity sewage 
at the POTW. The selectboard 
approved the rate increase, but 
asked Pace to monitor the effect 
on third paity sewage income and 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUGE LOG 
Deer, Flooding, Accidents 

Spoke with owner. Advised of 
bylaw. 
6:30 p.m. Report of suspi­
cious person walking on 
French King Bridge. Was 
sightseeing. All set. 
Sunday,3/6 

dent on Route 2 near old 
BBQ. Deer ran into woods. 
11:31 a.m. Report of mali­
cious destruction of property 
and larceny on River Street. 
Under investigatio1L 

Tuesday, 3/1 
6:35 a.m. Injured deer on 
Route 2 roadway near rail­
road trestle. Removed. 
10:40 p.m. Annoying phone 
calls at River Road residence. 

~~;:;,s;jitio1L 

7:32 a.m. Tractor trailer lost a 
wheel on Route 2 near French 
King Bridge. Driver off of 
road, making own arrange­
ments. 
1:30 p.m. Two car crash at 
Erving Elementary School 
Report taken. 
1:32 p.m. Noise disturbance 

on Mountain Road. Spoke 
with upstairs neighbor. 
~eed. to tum it down. 
Uwrsday, 3/3 
4:35 p.m. Report of female 
walking in and out of traffic 
on Moore Street. Located 
same. Found to be okay, was 

heading to bowling alley to 
catch a bus. 
Friday, 3/4 
7:30 p.m. Report of deer in 
roadway in Farley. Searched 
area. Animal was gone. 
Saturc:lay. 3/ 5 
12:15 p.m. Loose and n111-

1ung dog on State Road. 

6:32 p.m. Unattended motor 
vehicle at French King Bridge. 
Subject walking dogs. 
Mcmday,3/7 
6:05 a.m. Flooding on Route 
2 near Farley. Mass highway 
department on scene. 
7:05 a.m. Report of flooding 
near Erving Paper Mill. 
7:32 a.m. Report of deer 
struck in roadway on Route 2 
near Erving Paper Mill. 
Checked area, animal gone. 
7:40 a.m. Car vs. deer acci-

3:29 p.m. Water in the base­
ment at Maple Avenue resi­
dence. Assisted Erving fue. 
5:06 p.m. Two car crash with 
injuries on Route 2 near 
Maple Avenue. Under investi­
gation by state police. 
6:41 p.m. Car vs. sanding 
truck crash. Mass state police 
handled same. 
8:15 p.m. Report of two 
vehicles racing on Millers 
Falls Road in Northfield. 
Stationary at Route 63. No 
contact made. 

5 BANK Row (RT 5& 10) 

GREENFIELD, MA 
413-772- 1968 RIVERSIDE _ 

.ADIATOR 
4 OLD SOUTH STREET 
OOWNTOWN 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 
413-584-9868 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic 

An otolaryngologist is a 
physician who specializes in 
treating the ear, nose, and throat. 
An audiologist is a health pro­
fessional who conducts hearing 
tests to define your loss. Many 
otola1yngologists have audiolo­
gist associates in their offices. 

Meanwhile, here are some 
tips that can help you get your 
words across to your wife: 

• Be patient. 
• Avoid background noise 

when conversing with your 
wife. 

• Enunciate well without dis­
torting your speech. 

• Make sure she can see your 
face before speaking. 

• Be expressive. Hand ges-

report back. 
Matthew Kolodziej of the 

recreation commission presented 
a request level ftmded from 
FY' 11. Selectboard members 
asked about the request for $5000 
for park maintenance, when 
maintenance spending between 
2007 and 2010 had been much 
lower. Kolodziej said little main­
tenance had been done in past 
yeai·s, and the commission had to 
catch up with necessary upkeep 
in the pai·ks in FY'l2. 

Kolodziej told the selectboard 
he wanted to make "a fo1mal 
pitch" for building space for the 
recreation commission, "for 
either the cunent senior center or 
the libraiy." He explained the 
library is interested in moving to 
the ctlll'ent senior center once the 
new center is finished. 

All three selectboard members 
said they were not awai·e of any 
plans for moving the libraiy. 

Sharp said libra1y director 
Barbara Friedman had looked 
into getting a libraiy grant from 
the state for renovating the cur­
rent senior center building for 
libraiy use. 

Treasurer Margaret Sullivan, 
said her requested budgets shows 
only a slight increase over 
FY' 11. Sullivan is also request­
ing $5000 for two computers and 
associated softwai·e for the ti·eas­
urer and water department, as a 
separate capital expense. 

Sullivan told the selectboard 
the town should have been saving 
about $300,000 per yeai· toward 
retiree health benefits. 

Goodwin said there would be 
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hlres and facial expressions are 
clues to what you're saying. 

• When talking, tiy to posi­
tion yourself four to six feet 
from her. 

• Ask your wife to repeat 
what you've said to make sure 
you're communicating accurate­
ly. 

• Speak at a n01mal tempo. 
Not too fast; not too slowly. 

• Speak more loudly, but 
don't shout. Shouting disto1ts 
your words. 

• Don't mumble. 
• Make sure you don't drop 

the volume of your voice at the 
end of a sentence. 

• If you are misunderstood, 
tiy rephrasing what you said. 

• Avoid chewing or covering 
your mouth. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

a sepai·ate a1ticle on the town 
meeting warrant to move catch­
up money from free cash to 
retiree health benefits. He said 
furore annual costs would be 
raised and appropriated annually. 

Boyden repo1ted the assessors 
request is level ftmded with 
FY' 11, except for a step raise for 
the assistant assessor (Boyden). 
Sepaiate town meeting wa1Tant 
a1ticles will request money for 
revaluation and appraisal of the 
Northfield Motmtain Pump 
Storage facility, the main source 
ofErving's prope1ty tax revenue. 

At their Febmaiy 24th meet­
ing, the selectboai·d denied a 
request from the senior center 
building committee for $250 to 
rent a van to take committee 
members for a site visit to a 
"twin" senior center recently 
completed in Kingston, MA. 
Sharp presented a request for 
reconsideration at the March 3rd 
meeting, where Hackett 
remai·ked, "I don't see any neces­
sity of doing that. The only thing 
I see coming back from that is a 
whole lot of change orders." 

At the Mai·ch 7th meeting, 
building committee chair Boyden 
presented the case for fimding the 
ti'ip. She said, "It isn't a useless 
field ti'ip." She explained com­
mittee members and the meal site 
manager would be able to see the 
practical layout of the building 
and the configuration of the 
kitchen. 

The selectboai·d voted tmani­
mously to allow the 
building committee to 1111■ 
rent the van. II_~ 

-. 
2 LOCATIONS • USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS 
OPEN DAILY • RAVENUSEDBOOKS,COM 

Route 2, Gill 
863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 = We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

<$J[l) 

~ ,.{)0 
IRS-Approved Income Tax Preparer 
Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 

Now accepting new tax clients 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

s,wdoJizii,g ln all O$pt'ffl ol Lnw anti~ Mrrinf•norn,. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Residen!ial & Commerrial - luRv /muted 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774-3 soo I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and online services: 

copycatprintshop.com ... 
UP TO THE. MINUTE TECHNOLOGY 

OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 
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GO GREEn rnm11Y 
Episode 48: 

The Community Challenge-The Results 

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB­
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
"I'm going to miss these fami­
lies," WGBJ host Sam Lively 
thought to himself. He watched 
as Scott Mason directed GGF 
family members to their seats 
on the panel. When the last one 
had taken her seat, Sam nodded 
to the camera crew, and Scott 
began: 

'Tm Scott Mason, of 
Montague Clean and Green. We 
are about to hear from the Go 
Green Family panel at the 
Western Massachusetts 

The Country Players present 

Neil Simon's 

London Suite 
Four Comedies in Foui- Acts 
with Four Di.rectoi-s: 
Cail Erikson, JeITi Higgins, 
David Peck and Sue Shedd 

Sustainable Energy Summit. 
With us today are members of 
the three families - recently, all 
of them have been working for 
a greener planet by volunteering 
in community groups, taking 
pa1t in church activities, and 
even starting new organiza­
tions." He held up a green form 
for the audience to see. 

"After we finish the panel, 
we will pass around these bal­
lots, asking you to vote for the 
family member you think has 
had the greatest impact in build­
ing a more sustainable world." 
Scott explained. "We'll with 
Billy Tinker, whose family lives 
in Gill and who recently com­
pleted a deep energy retrofit. 
Billy-I hear that you've been 
leading a Low Carbon Diet 
group that's looking at ways to 
reduce their carbon footprints. 

AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

Turners Falls: 2 Bdtm, 2nd 
Floor, newly renovated, garage 
parking, $600/mo. + util. 
1st/last. References. 

Also: 3 Bdrm, 3rd Floor, newly 
renovated, garage parking, 
$600/mo. + util. 1st/last. 
References. Lisa 522-3853. 

HILL SECTION - New Listing. A perfect home for your 
family! Four bedroom chocolate Dutch Colonial on 2+ acres. 
Long driveway ensures privacy with landscaped baclqrard and in­
ground pool. Formal dining room, 2 full baths, finished playroom 
and workshop in basement. 

Additional abutting land available $269,900 

SoLoloaLy Reality 863-4393 
159 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

How's that working out?" 
"Pretty good, I guess," Billy 

began. "Our family's already 
done a lot of the things in the 
book-looking at our trans­
portation, insulating our house 
and so on, because of the GGF 
challenges. Most eve1yone else 
in the group is just starting to 
think about these things-they 
ask me a lot of questions. We 
just did the "Cool Community" 
section last week, and we decid­
ed to meet with members of the 
Gill Selectboard and Building 
Committee to talk about adopt­
ing a stretch code." 

"For those who don't know, 
could you explain what a stretch 
code is?" prodded Scott. 

"It means Gill could set a 
stricter building code than the 
State of Massachusetts for peo­
ple that build new homes. 

■A'L 'c'A'R't 'G . . 
C 
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ANSWERS to last week's 
Hometown Crossword Puzzle 

GMRSC from pg 7 
at the same time Gill-Montague 
employees switched to the GIC. 
The town employees chose not to 
enter the GIC. 

In 2008, school district 
employees were offered assur­
ances that with large savings in 
health care costs, they would see 
salruy increases too, Dziura said. 
But with the economic downhim, 
the Gill-Montague Education 
Association accepted a 0% cost 
of living increase in FY'I0 and 
again in FYI 1. Dziura added that 
last year, due to the economic 
decline, the GIC suffered losses 
and passed those on to the 
employees, who now have an 
additional $750 deductible added 
to procedures and hospitalization 

Contractors would need to use 
thicker insulation, more effi­
cient heating systems and so on. 
The homes with the stretch code 
would use 40% less energy than 
if the contractor just followed 
state building code." 

"Next is Gerry Ba1tlett-I 
understand you've just sta1ted a 
new organization related to cli­
mate change. Tell us about it," 
Scott said. 

"Sure. My brother-in-law, 
Brian, convinced me of the need 
for an organization to suppo1t 
climate change refugees. We're 
calling it the International 
Climate Change Association for 
Refugees, or ICCAR. Brian and 
his family left Australia because 

GOODWIN from page 6 
Street, has not indicated yet 
whether he will be a candidate 
for re-election for the other three 
year seat. If Mackin mns, there 
will be most likely be a three 
year race for two seats on the 
planning board between Dubay, 
Mackin and Monis. 

Dubay was hirned out of 
office last year after leading the 
successful defense of the plan­
ning board's aquifer protection 
bylaw against a proposal by Eric 
and Ralph Semb, owners of the 
French King Bowling Alley, to 
build a gas station and dt·ive 
through restaurant within the 
protection zone of the town's 
water supply. 

Rich Peabody, the genial Old 
State Road resident who has 
se1ved the town as moderator for 
many years, will face a challenge 
from Matthew James of Ridge 
Road for that position, and Bill 

costs. 
Dziura emphasized the initial 

agreement was made in good 
faith. The three year contract was 
could have been renegotiated this 
year, but the district chose not to 
do so and agreed to roll it over for 
another three years. Now, Dziura 
said, the Education Association 
and all employees and retirees 
expect the district to live up to 
their end of the bru·gain. 

Superintendent Ladd said after 
the meeting, "I believe eve1yone 
can agree that rising health care 
costs ru·e crippling both public 
and corporate sectors. The prob­
lem is exacerbated in the public 
sector due to cwTent collective 
bargaining mies and precedents. I 
am sure most eve1yone would 
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they felt that environment could 
no longer provide the 
res ources-sp eci fi call y 
water-needed to sustain life. 
ICCAR will provide a fomm for 
refugees like Brian and his fam­
ily to network with each other 
and access resources to help 
them relocate. We're also plan­
ning to establish a lobbying 
arm, to pressure governments to 
adopt climate change regula­
tions, and to put plans in place 
to relocate refugees. At the 
moment, most governments 
refuse to even adtnit that cli­
mate change refugees exist." 

Continued ne."<t issue ... 

LeMieux, of High Street, (if he 
chooses to run again) will face a 
challenge from Christopher 
Stacy, of French King Highway, 
for the office of tree warden. 

Marcia Bemard, who led the 
library trustees through a period 
of consolidation and growth for 
the town's public libra1y, is step­
ping down this year, and Greg 
Grueling, of Lester Street is as 
yet unopposed to take her seat 
for three years on the library 
board. Incumbents Mackensey 
Bailey, of Mountain Road, and 
Jarod Boissonneault, of West 
High Street, have so far dt·awn 
no challengers to retain their 
three year seats on the school 
committee. 

Nominating papers for the 
town election must be rumed in 
by Monday, March 14th, at 5 
pm. For more info1ma-
tion, call 422-2800 x I 00. II 
agree that public sector employ­
ees should have health insurance. 
What seems to be the cmx of the 
matter at this moment in histo1y 
is whether plan design should be 
subject to collective bat-gaining. It 
is not for federal employees, nor 
most private employees." 

Singleton said he is awru·e the 
district is late in asking for 
changes to the employee benefits 
agreement, but felt it was better to 
make the changes slowly over 
time rather than all at once when 
the new contracts are negotiated 
in 2014. He said the subcommit­
tee members were asking the 
employees to increase their pre­
mium share by 2.5% each year 
for the next four yeru·s, 
beginning in 2012. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Home/Office 
413-659-0250 

Domestic, Asian & European 

~J' ,~r r '' 
J; ,, 

Bryan G Hobbs 
94 South Prospect St. 
Millers Falls 

Ron Kelley, owner 

Eagle Automotive 
147 2nd Street, Turners Falb 

(413) 824-8111 
Engine Light 
ABS/Brake Light 
SRS/Alr Bag Light Complete Car and Truck Repair 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 
Thomas G. Simons (1942-2009) 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury --------

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

P~TtR WATtRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f~\e:;t; 978-544-6534 Wt>;!ell 

·-~-~-~-"111iii:'\.-,.~-~-~._.t 

Ill Abodt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

We've Moved! 
Phone: 413-863-5447 

con-.,111w sales & serv1,e 

Find us at: 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

Turn your computer troubles punrue 

Greenfield ~ Co.operative~ 4.. 
Bank 

A GfNt flnamlat Pl!irtner 

@ 
e BestlocalBank.com 

Reach All Locations 772,0293 
Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEl,IBERSIF 
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ARTS & ENTERTAI 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Benefit for 
Four Winds School in Gill from 4 to 7 p m. 
featuring The Maneuvers. Michael 
Stamm. O'Malley's Tears. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House. Old 
Wendell Town Hall: Primate Fiasco, 
Richard Lent, Fingerstyle solo guitar, and 
Joe Laur, original songs and guitar. 7:30 
p.m. $ GREENFIElD 

~A.VU~~ 
CINEMAS 

EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY night 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 3rd 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls Told and Retold. Art Exhibit by the 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association/Memorial Hall Museum. Art 
created by Northfield Elementary School 
students. 

THROUGH SUNDAY MARCH 27th 
Barnes Gallery, Leverett: Peace Talk. Art is 
the Childnren's Voice, Exhibit of Iraqi 
Children's art. Reception on Sundy, March 
6th 4 to 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 10th 
Deja Brew, Wendell Free Range, Classic 
rock and dance music, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Patty 
Carpenter and John Weeks, jazz-ameri­
cana-blues gumbo, 8 p.m Free. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Coffeehouse Ronald Meck, who 
sings traditional Celtic and fold ballads. His 
son Adrian, joins him for toe-tapping jigs 
and reels, 7 to 9 pm. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Richard Chase Group, 
acoustic driven originals, 9 to 11 pm. 

Rendezvous. Turners Falls: Jones Trio with 
Snapdragaon Dance Company, 9:30 p.m. 

Shea Theater. Turners Falls: Benny and 
the Jets. Elton John Tribute Band -National 
Touring Company, One Show Only, 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's. Shelburne Falls: The Fine 
and Dandy Trio. Americana folk 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse. Millers Falls: 
Ultimatum. 9:30 pm. 

Turners Falls High School: Come as You 
Are.· A Musical Comedy, 3/11 at 7 p.m .. 
3/12 at 3 & 7 p.m. 

Ben Tousley joins Sue Kranz to bring their 
uplifting voices and sweet harmonies to the 
Echo Lake Coffeehouse, 7:30 p.m. at the 

Leverett Town Hall on March 19th. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11th until 
SUNDAY, MARCH 23th 
New England Youth Theatre, Brattleboro: 
NEYT presents Euripides· epic seaside 
tragedy, Hecuba. Friday & Saturday 
evening at 7 p.m. with Saturday & Sunday 
matinees at 2 p.m. wwwneyt.org. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12th 
Arts Block Cafe. Greenfield: Sweetback 
Sisters. 9 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse. Millers Falls Rock 
201, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew. Wendell: John Sheldon & Blue 
Streak, 9 to 11 pm. 

Rendezvous. Turners Falls: Third Annual 
St. Paddy's Caribbean Adventure, Island­
Irish Dance Night with an actual sandy 
beach. 9:30 pm. Free. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls Celtic Heels. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Adam 
Bergeron, pianist, 1 p.m. 

The Elevens: Dadaist John Landino will be 
appearing with his band, Satan's 
Answering Machine. 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13th 
Deja Brew, Wendell An Irish Session. 
Amanda Bernhard, Jonathan Hohl 
Kennedy & Friends, 8 to 10 p.m. 

z 

Rendezvous. Turners Falls: TNT Karaoke, 
8 p.m. Free. 

~ Greenfield's Market: Juxtapositions· 
~ Poetry and Images and Sounds, Poet Mary 
;;! Clare Powell exhibit, reading, and music, 4 

to 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16th 
The Brick House. Turners Falls: Mental­
Drift & Phantom Erratic present a deep lis­
tening concert of sound-experimenters 
from the four directions Tumble, Green Hill 
Builders, Servitor. Angst Hase Pfeffer 
Nase. 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17th 
Deja Brew. Wendell: St. Patty's Day, 
Bombogenesis, bluegrass, new acoustic 
with some good old Irish drinking tunes 
thrown in, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Shag, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous. Turners Falls: Paddy's 
Ramble. Celtic, roots. rock, 8 p.m. Free. 

Great Falls Discovery Center. Turners 
Falls: Keeping the Oceans Shipshape, a 
talk on marine conservation biology, 7-9 
p.m. Free. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th and 25th 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19th and 26th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls Country 
Players present London Suite, 8 pm. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18th 
Rendezvous. Turners Falls: Lenny's 
Lounge, 7 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie & The 
Mud, Blood & Beer Band, singing all your 
Johnny Cash favorites. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Salvatore 
Baglio and Bird Mancini, experimental indie 
pop rock, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19th 
Barton Cove, Gill: Join Northfield Mountain 
naturalist Kim Noyes 1 to 3 p.m. for this two 
mile leisurely hike. Participants aged 10 
and older will observe the first flower of 
spring, search for nesting eagles and 
explore the rich geologic. natural and cul­
tural history of Barton Cove. Pre-registra­
tion is required for this free program by call­
ing 800-859-2960. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit Queer, 
the dance party, 9:30 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Shockazoba. 8 
p.m. 

A1emonal Hall Theater 

POlH□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

MARCH 11th & 12th at 7:30 p.m. 
LOONEY TUNES 

CARTOON FESTIVAL 
Bugs, Daffy, Elmer, Wile E. 

Color, G, 90 min. 

Music 1/2 hour before the movie 
Fri. The Balkan Brass Band 

Sat Last Night's Fun 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

Leverett Town Hall Sue Kranz and Ben 
Tousley will bring their uplifting voices and 
sweet harmonies to the Echo Lake 
Coffeehouse. 7:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls TJay, pop 
rock/jazz/funk, 8 pm. 

Montague Grange: Gender role free contra, 
caller Paul Wilde. music by Jeff Kaufman 
on mandolin and piano. Alice Kaufman on 
fiddle, Rick Kaufman on double bass, 7 - 9 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24th 
Rendezvous. Turners Falls: And the Kids 
and the Pirates, Zombie Nurse. 9 p.m. 
Free. 

Deja Brew. Wendell Greg K/yma, country, 
folk, Americana, storyteller, 8-10 pm. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Span of 
Sunshine. The Ambiguities, Free. 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett Anderson, 
renegade blues. 9 - 11 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's. Shelburne: Rupert Wates, 
acoustic jazz. 8 p m. 

' 
e~tat ------------
We Deliver Now 
Thu - Sun Nights 

TII IIICI IIIH 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER 

Wtekt),~aftm: 

GREAT FAUS 
CREATIVE MOVEMENT 

Creative Movement for Kids • 
Dance with your Toddler 
Mondays, 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 
Creative Movement for Adults 
Fridays, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

More detailed iefo, incl11ding rates at 
movementst11dio.wordpress.com. 

Contact / Regis_tration at 
st11dio.movemenK@,gmail.com. 

(413) 863-9576 
241bird St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

Main St. Greenfield. MA 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtines for 

Friday March 11th to Sun March 13th 

1. MARS !\'EEDS MOMS 
PG DTS 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:00 
2. BATTLE:LOSANGELES 
PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:00 
3.RANGO PG 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:00 
4. THE ADJUSTMENT 
BUREAU PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
5. RED RIDING HOOD PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 3/11 9 to 11 p.m. 
Richard Chase Group, accoustic 
Saturday, 3/12 9 to 11 p.m. 
John Sheldon & Blue Streak 

Sunday 3/13 8 to 10 p.m. 
An Irish Session 

Thursday, 3/17 8 to 10 p.m. 
St. Patty's Day Bombogenesis 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

D~d~ ~l!q LUNCH& 
BRUNCH! 

THURS 3/10 8pm FREE 
Patty Carpenter & John Weeks 

(jazz, blues, americana ... l 

FRI 3/ 11 9:30 $5 
Jones Trio w. 

Snapdragon Dance Company 

SAT 3112 9:30 FREE 
ST. PADDY'S 

CARIBBEAN ADVENTURE! 
Clsland·lrish Dance Night w / an actual 

sandy beach and all the fixins!!l 

SUN 3/13 4pm 
Four Winds Sehl. Benefit $5 

8pm TNT KARAOKE FREE 

78 llHRD STREET 
TURHEflS FW.S 
TIEVIII_,- 41HH•llH 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

VIDEO GAMES ETC. 

~ 
Buy, Sell, Trade 

Todd Cousino 
Owner 

Games, Electronfos, aod More! 

229b Main St. 
Greenfield, MA 

01301 
~ 

New & Vintage Video Games 
and Machines. 

l,000's of DVD's 
Phone: (413) 772-0044 

E-mail: vgect@ynhoo.com 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 

' 

54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

c::::;J 
CHEVFla.ET 

Avalanche Colorado Suhurban Tahoe ~ulnox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard • .. - -·· • 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Cool cotton gray I-Shirts Make Great Gifts 
T-shirts with the under-The MONTAGUE REPORTER 
stated black logo.-------------• 
Tell the world you subscribe to elegance in fashion and local journalism. 
Long-sleeved: 514. Short-sleeved or women's sleeveless T's: $12. Send 

check or money order to: 
Mont~!11.le Reporter, 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376, and cross 
another luck')' friend or family 
member off your gift list! 

c:aI.I (413) 863-8666 for more info. 

t!RSATIYS NAIRt!UTTING 
PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

/1111111, Wo,nen S. ~hffdHn 

~--~J'Nt'S ~ C~%-i 
Gift eetfifieates Available 

865-2022 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS-BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES­
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE 
(413-773-7747) 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 
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What's Store for the former Maple Valley School? • 
1n 

---~ ... =-~..,.....---. in? 
Answers to those 

questions, or about 
any purchases or long­
term rental agree­
ments, are out of the 
country temporarily 
with Brayson. This 
big, bluff, Long 
Islander is the proper­
ty owner who has led 
several tours of the 
facility involving 
Wendellites, including 
this reporter. His 
office said he'd be 
back later in March. 

Aerial view of the farmer Maple Vallry S choo4 from the W qy Point Realty website Cashier Clem did­
n't get any contact 

JONATHAN VON RANSON 
WENDELL - To the ear - a 
hard-bitten, skeptical ear, at least 
- it might sound like entertaining 
fiction, but here's a story told this 
week by Jayme Dwan-Clem, a 
night cashier at Wendell Country 
Store: 

"It was a slow night," she 
said, off-duty, standing near the 
bread counter on a recent morn­
ing. "There were two of them, 
one a Chinese man and one a 
white guy, both of them had 
come from Hong Kong. They 
were both in their 40s, very well 
dressed. They said they had 
bought Maple Valley and were 
going to open a school there 
struting this summer." 

Ms. Dwan-Clem's 'twas-a­
dark-and-st01my-night tale could 
give pause. Plus it's subject to 
errnrs of mem01y since it hap­
pened several weeks ago. But 
she went on. 

"The first year, they said, 
they'd bring in students from 
China and do sort of an English 
as a second language thing. The 
second year they'd start taking 
American and other students and 
gradually begin making the 
school more international, a reg­
ular private school. 

"They were friendly; they 
said they wanted to be involved 
with the townspeople - offered 
to teach Chinese to Wendell 
townspeople free of charge! 
They said they'd be bringing 
their students here to the store." 

The credibility of this story is 
bolstered by information from 
Charles Cooper, convener of 
Wendell Works, a citizens' group 

that has been in discussion with 
Maple Valley's owner, Twoey 
Brayson. Cooper said Brayson 
told him in early February that a 
Chinese school was "in negotia­
tion, possibly buying the place." 

The school property, perhaps 
the largest potential business in 
Wendell, is listed on a real estate 
website as having eight buildings 
totaling 48,710 square feet -
including a gymnasium or fitr1ess 
center, athletic fields, a commer­
cial kitchen and cafeteria, media 
center, computer labs, vocational 
shops, and single occupancy 
d01m rooms. The website lists 70 
boarding students as the capaci­
ty, plus day students. The school, 
which formerly housed and edu­
cated students with records of 
sex offenses or behavioral prob­
lems, has been vacant for nearly 
two years, in a poor real estate 
market. Now it may be sold. 

Questions, however, are 
many. EnviroHealth, a business 
that designs and installs air filtr·a­
tion, pollution contr·ol and other 
environmental systems, recently 
located at the campus. An 
employee, Dan Mascroft, said, 
"We like it here." If a new school 
opens at the former Maple 
Valley, will tllis film remain at 
the campus? 

How about the goals of tl1e 
newly formed citizens group 
Wendell Works - is it possible 
their effort to secure use of tl1e 
Maple Valley gym, the commer­
cial-grade kitchen, or other space 
at the former school as studio, 
shop or office space for small 
businesses, could still come to 
fmition if a new school moved 

information for the 
visitors who stepped out of the 
February rlight and regaled her 
with plans as a certainty. 

Paul Richmond, a member of 
Wendell Works and a former 
convener of the group known as 
Wendell Sustainable, has been 
involved with the Maple Valley 
question since tl1e school's clos­
ing in spring of 2009. At that 
time, there were discussions 
about possible reuse of the cam­
pus at meetings, and online. 
Suggestions flowed - for a youth 
hostel, charter school, crafts col­
lective, conference center, ele­
mentruy school with serlior hous­
ing and senior involvement, 
renewable energy systems facto­
ry, food processing facility, small 
business incubator ... vutually all 
with a locally-supportive and 
eco-minded "Wendell" spin. 

This week Richmond said 
he'd been in contact with the 
boss of EnviroHealth about that 
company's planned use of the 
property. "He said they'd be 
usu1g the facilities for bringu1g in 
their customers for conferences 
or seminars for the weekend," 
Richmond said. "He seemed to 
tllink Wendell's interests - gym, 
kitchen - were compatible with 
tl1eirs." 

Any school that locates there 
is its own st01y and will have its 
own needs. Still, "Little Wendell 
can hope," said Cooper. "If the 
property were tied in with a solid 
venture, maybe they wouldn't 
want to use their gym 24/7. We 
would hope to negotiate so 
Wendell residents could use it 
from tune to tune. The fact that 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 
(12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ s 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

we're identified as a presence, as 
people negotiate, may benefit 
us. Obviously we've been oper­
ating with no budget here - it's 
amazing they called us back. But 
it worked. If u1 any remote way, 
the folks of Wendell can have 
any say in the use of tllis huge 
property there have been some 
benefits." 

In case there is room to 
maneuver, selectboard member 
Jeoff Pooser has a hard-headed 
perspective about the possibili­
ties: "The kitchen and gym are 
of interest," he said. "There's an 
opportunity there for something 
to happen. But it's basically a 
boarding school - the dorms are 
camp-y, with bunks; the rooms 
are small. Talk about yoga cen­
ters, retr·eat centers, senior hous-

Find your way to John Deere Day 

ing - how many serliors do you 
know who want to sleep in a 
walk-in closet? Sure, you can 
knock down walls, but there's 
cost to that." 

Maple Valley hovers today as 
both a hope and a fear. Some 
residents have expressed the 
feeling that the facility is "too 
big for tllis town." Neighbors of 
the school remember problems 
with runaways, and at least until 
2005 the institution was 
involved in a struggle with the 
Wendell board of healtl1 over 
septic system issues. Residents 
care greatly what happens there. 
"In tllis time of no jobs, it mat­
ters whether it's providing 
them," said Richmond - and 
also "whether it's building com­
munity." 

and see the latest in equipment. parts, 
and service. Discover the deals designed 
to help you improve productivity and 
profitability around your operation 

It's the 
"CAN'T MISS" 
event of 
the year! 

SATURDAY • MARCH 26TH 

10:00 A.M. - 3 P.M. 
REFRESHMENTS SERVED 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON 

PARTS & WHOLE GOODS 
S IlRUM lE:QIIJIPMENT CO .,INC o 

310 Je'EDElRAL STREET, ROUTE 63 
MONTAGUE 

413-367-2481 IJ)JoHNDEERE 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Solar Store of Greenfield 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thws Jan 

Glass 15, Boll/e 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 
www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat. 10-5 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~~~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

I www.greenemporium.com 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Come For a drink, stay For a meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 




