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The Turners Falls High School graduating class of 2011 applaud as their principal Donna 
Fitzpatrick, opened the ceremonies on Frid<!J, June 3rd. 

BY ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE - Class 
of 2011 Turners Falls High 
School graduates entered 
the room to cheers and 
applause, with the band 
playing "Pomp and 
Circumstance" fulfilling 
the ceremonial require
ments of the day. Each 
graduate entered in tum, 
walking slowly in time to 
the music, some shy, some 
ne1vous, but all smiling 
broadly at the joyous sound 
of celebration. 

Dressed in gowns of 
blue for men, white for 
women, all with a spray of 
flowers pinned to their 
shoulders, the 56 graduates 
st:I·ode in a wide circle 
around the high school 
gymnasium packed with 
family, friends, fellow 
classmates, teachers and 
school staff, up on the 
bleachers and in seats on 
the floor, all there to honor 
them for their achievement. 

Seated in three rows of 
chairs in front of the podi
um, the graduates joined in 
the applause, showing the 
same spirit of support for 
eve1yone who came up and 
spoke. The band, with a 
rich horn section, played 
throughout the ceremonies, 
led by Lauren Bowlby. 

Principal Donna 
Fitzpat:I'ick opened the pro
ceedings by re1ninding stu
dents that most successful 
people work hard for what 
they achieve. Of com'Se, 
she encouraged them to 
follow their dreams and 
keep a positive attitude 
about whatever they do. 
She said the three p1inci
ples of hard work, hmnility 
and honesty would guide 

them well through their Newly appointed inter
lives. Fitzpatrick defined im superintendent Nadine 
humility as thinking of Ekstrom began her se1vice 
yow-selfless (not to be con- to the district by addressing 
fused with thinking less of the graduating class of 
yourself) and respecting 2011. Ekstrom may be new 
each individual you meet, to her position, but she is 
acknowledging your mis- no stranger to the district, 
takes and not taking your- having se1ved previously 
self too seriously. As for as Gill-Montague's special 
honesty, she referenced education director from 
Mark Twain in saying that 2008 - 2010. 
life is much simpler if you She began by com-
just tell the t:Iuth. mending them on their 

The main theme of class "hard work, dedication and 
president Daniel perseverance." Noting the 
Skarzynski's address to his successes of the graduating 
fellow graduates was to class, Ekst:I·om said that of 
live their lives to the fullest. the 56 graduates, 89% 
He said that when people would be ente1ing college 
who lived into old age were in the fall, attending 
asked their regrets it was Harvard, Cornell, 
never about things they had Rensselaer, Skidmore, 
done but things they never University of Rhode 
got to do. ''Take some risks Island, Springfield College, 
and don't be afraid of Castleton State, University 
change," he said, adding of tl1e Pacific, Bay Path, 
that what made a full life Western New England 
was who you share your College, Keene State, 
life with. Salem State, Vermont 

Salutatorian Taylor Technical Institute, 
Varilly told her fellow University of 
classmates, "Dance in the Massachusetts, University 
rain, make every day a hol- of New Hampshire, 
iday not a t:I·agedy." University of New Haven, 

Valedictorian Erin University of Maine, 
Casey, at the top of her Franiingham State, Lincohl 
class and going to Cornell Technical Institute and 
University in the fall to Greenfield Community 
study animal science, said College. Five percent will 
eve1ything the graduates be ente1ing the workforce 
have experienced has pre- and 3% will be going into 
pared them for this the militaiy. She told the 
moment. She told her class- students, "Although this 
mates, whatever each stu- seems to be the end of a 
dent's passion or skill, they process, it is actually a new 
had grown together as a beginning in your journey." 
group. She concluded with With words of encour
a smile, "We are the defini- agement, Ekst:I·om suggest
tion of awesomeness!" This ed that when times are hard 
asse1tio11 was met with a 
rousing cheer from every
one in the room. 

to remember three things: 
Tmst, Believe and Hope. 

see GRADS pg 14 

Towns to School Committee: 
11We Should Not Be Ignored.'' 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - "I'd like an expla
nation," Gill selectboard 
member Ann Banash told 
newly re-elected school 
committee chair Mike 
Langknecht on Monday. 

Banash wanted to know 
why the Gill-Montague 
school committee had dis
regarded a letter from the 
selectboards of Gill and 
Montague mging a slower 
process in picking an inter
im supe1intendent for the 
regional school dist:I'ict. 

The letter read, in pa1t, 
" ... the Dist:I·ict is at a c11ti
cal juncture. There are 
immediate hiiing decisions 
that need to be made ( only 
one administrator is in 
place for next year) and the 
Level 4 repo1t must be 
wi'itten and submitted to 
DESE [the Depa1tment of 
Elementaiy and Secondary 
Education]. In addition we 
believe there needs to be 
serious discussion now 
about the future of the 
Dist:I'ict. . . Last week you 
accepted the recommenda
tion of the supe1intendent 
for an inte1'im supe1inten
dent without so much as an 

interview with the per
son who was recom
mended. We ce1tainly 
understand the 
urgency of the situa
tion; however it is 
your responsibility as 
school committee 
members to get the 
absolute best pe1'Son to 
lead the dist:I'ict in this 
critical time. We don't 
feel that you have 
exhausted all the pos
sibilities even in this 
tight time frame." 

The letter, which 
Banash read aloud to 
the school committee on 
May 24th, after receiving 
the end01'Sement of all the 
members of the select
boards of both Montague 
and Gill, concluded by pro
posing a hiiing committee 
be fonned to search for an 
iI1tei'im supe1intendent, and 
proposiI1g that the search 
committee include mem
bers of the school commit
tee and representatives of 
both towns. Selectboard 
members of both towns 
iI1dicated a desire to se1ve 
on the inte11m supe1inte11-
dent search committee, the 

G-1'"1 school committee chair 
Michael Langknecht 

letter said. 
After hearing this pro

posal from Banash on the 
24th, the school committee 
immediately proceeded to 
hii'e Nadine Ekst:I·om, for
mer special education 
dii'ector for Gill-Montague, 
on the recommendation of 
departing supe11ntendent 
Carl Ladd. 

On Monday, Banash 
wanted to know why. 

Langknecht replied, 
"It's fail' to say Carl [Ladd] 
did most of the process. He 
was in a hm1y to leave the 
district - my iI1teipretation. 

see SCHOOL pg 10 

Emi!J lv1ailloux drove in three runs at the bottom of the sixth against St. Joseph's, as Turners 
clinched the Western Mass Division III quarterfinals on Monday. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - come a mediocre showing not hold onto the ball. 
The Turners Falls High iii the batter's box, as the Kibbe was safe, and 
School girls softball team team advanced to the semi- Dezieck went to third. 
left most of their bats in the finals at UMass agamst Virginia Goggins fol
locker room on Monday, Granby on Thm'Sday, Jm1e lowed with another bm1t, 
June 6th, when they 9th, at 5:30 p.m. this time fielded by the 
blanked the St. Joseph's St. Joseph's nearly got catcher, Elysia Ollari, who 
C1usaders from Pittsfield on the scoreboard in the top merely held onto the ball as 
6-0 in the MIAA Division of the 4th, when Mei'idith Dezieck ran 11ght into the 
III Western Massachusetts Dezieck hit a solid single tag at home plate. Not con
quaiterfo1als. But strong over second. Ham1al1 tent with that perfo1mance, 
pitchii1g, good fieldiI1g, and Kibbe bunted to third, and Olla11 tossed the ball to 
a number of lucky breaks Stephanie French hm'led it French, at third, who made 
gave Tm11ers all the advan- over to first base, but the tag on Kibbe, coming 
tage they needed to over- Dakota Smith Porter could see SOFTBALL pg 11 
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LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Visit, Book Slinlni by Leverett Author 

Josh Weil, author of The New 
Valley, will speak and sign 
copies of his book at the Libra1y 
on Wednesday, Jtme 22nd from 
7:00 to 8:00 p Ill. 

A Leverett native son, Weil 
received broad acclaim for The 
New Valley, his first book. "Weil 
meticulously imagines people 
and their histories, and presents 
them as a product of their 

est thing for a fiction writer of 
any age, working in any fo1m, to 
accomplish .... Keep writing 
novellas, Josh Weil, because you 
write ve1y good ones." - The 
New York Times Sunday Book 
Review 

• places. This is perhaps the hard-

For more info1mation or a 
photograph, visit the author's 
website at www.joshweil.com. 
Directions to the library are at 
www.leverettlibrary.org. 

Snookum & Peter 
My brother Peter and I 

(Snookum) are a bonded pair of 
one-year-old male domestic sho1t 
hair cats being offered as two-for
one, so we're the cats you want if 
you're looking to adopt a com
plete feline situation! We're both 
super-sweet boys - rm the one 
with the greyish patches and 
black eyeliner on my right eye. 
We love to play with superballs 
and we're friendly. We've never 
lived with kids before but would 
probably be fine with well
behaved children who know how 
to interact respectfully with kit
ties. We're just really nice boys, 
and we know we will be such 
wonderful friends for you. Please 
come meet us, I have a feeling 
you're going to love us! To find 
out more about adopting us, 
please contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at ( 413) 
548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

• BOTTLES 
& CANS! 

Week of June 12th 
in Montague 

011 At·enue A/or o,•er JO years 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Summer Readlni Proiram 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MONTAGUE - The Summer 
Reading Program is quickly 
approaching. Sign-ups begin the 
last day of school in Montague, 
June 21st. This year we are 
going with the national sununer 
reading program theme, One 
World, Many Stories. We will be 
celebrating people, art and ani
mals from around the world. To 
encourage greater participation, 
I have visited with every class in 
the Montague Public Schools in 
grades K - 5 during the last few 
weeks. I explained how the 
Sullllller Reading Program 
works, why it is a good idea, 

Nature Notes: 
• Great Falls Discovery Center. 

GeoPlus River Walk on Saturday, 
June 11th, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 
pm - Ever want to go on one of 
those Turners Falls Geowalks but 
never got around to it? Here's your 
chance! Steve Winters will lead the 
geologic rounds in Turners Falls. In 
addition to snooping under various 

Great Falls Middle Scbool 
Students Of the week 

Grade 6 
Madelyn Johnson 

Grade 7 
Tanner Jones 

Grade 8 
Gage Afanasiew 
Spencer Hubert 

mentioned special programs that 
will be happening, and showed 
the children many new books 
and movies. They were ve1y 
enthusiastic, and some of them 
wanted to sign up that day. 
Sullllller libra1y schedules will 
be sent home with all public 
school children in grades Pre-K 
- grade 5 close to the end of the 
school year. More details of the 
many special events will be 
forthcoming in future editions of 
The Montague Reporter and will 
be posted on-line at mon
taguepubliclibraries.org and 
montaguema.net. For more 
information, call 863-3214. 

shales and sandstones, Steve will 
also lead a group down to the river 
to look at rock worn flat by cen
turies, if not millennia, of water's 
smoothing action. Most of Steve's 
walk will be on pavement and side
walks around Turners Falls (about 2 
miles), and the short excursion to 
the river will involve some minor 
descent along the river bank 
(weather and water-levels permit
ting). Please wear appropriate 
footwear. Please meet in front of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center. We 
will return to Center grounds around 
12 noon. (Rain date June 18th). 

• Athol Bird and Nature Club: 
Class presentation on Adult and 
Baby Animals - how are they simi
lar? How are they different? 
Educator Rachel Roberts will 
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Gill resident Erin McKelry demonstrates the greenest wcry to cart a rain bar
rel home from Town Hall on Sundcry. 

Rain banels were a popular item Stmday afternoon at Gill Town 
Hall, where the Gill Energy Collllllission distributed 20 rain banels 
and hosing kits to residents of Gill, Greenfield and Turners Falls. 
Several people were put on a waiting list, in hopes of another similar 
event. The rain batTels were supplied free of charge by the Connecticut 
River Watershed Council, which obtained them through a collabora
tion with the Coca Cola plant in No1thampton, where they ai11ve full 
of that secret syrup and then get rinsed when empty. The hosing kits 
were purchased and re-sold at modest cost. The unexpectedly stmny 
weather prompted one new rain bane! owner to predict a dty spell now 
that he had a rain batTel, but we all know that is tmlikely. Whenever the 
rain comes, those rain ban-els will be in place, collecting valuable 
water for various uses. 

'-:fistoric 'Briaae 'Facts 
PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the 
original construction of the Gill -Montague bridge. 
• Workers remember Gill-Montague Bridge project as "Honey" 
• Death took a holiday during the building of the Gill-Montague Bridge. 

No one was fatally injured while constructing the 100-foot high struc
ture, and only one workman received a major injury 

• Henry Hatch of Northampton received a bodily injury and went into 
shock when he fell from a staging to the bridge deck some 12 feet below 
on July 7th, 1938. 

• Tragedy often stalks the building of a large bridge. Two men were 
killed while working on the French King Bridge. Other bridge construc
tions in the state have killed many more, but to the workmen who risked 
their lives on a daily basis on the Gill-Montague Bridge, they remember 
this work as a "honey" job where no lives were lost. 

• The men with steel nerves who stand on little platforms catching hot 
rivets 100 feet or more above the river and its rocky bed. the painter who 
crawls along narrow beams with a brush and a pot of paint and the 
inspectors and foremen who hop from truss to beam, all seem to have an 
unconcerned attitude toward disaster. 

explore those questions on 
Saturday, June 11th, from 10:00 to 
11 :00 a.m. at the Millers River 
Environmental Center, 100 Main 
St., Athol. Free and open to the 
public, this program is geared 
towards families with young chil
dren but has activities all ages can 

More bri.df!e faas =t week! 

enjoy. The class includes story time 
with a featured book and multiple 
hands-on art and science activity 
stations. The emphasis will be on 
local animals. More information is 
available at www.millersriver.net. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - June 13th -17th 
NANCY L, DOLE 

B□OKS & EPHEMERA 

-0~ 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Moo-Thurs 10am-lOpm 
Fri& Sat 10am-11pm • sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·nei·s Falls 
863-9900 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3L\eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

ei1-or occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis
ing for any reason a11d to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reser
vations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 :00 am. The 
meal site manager is Ken-y 
Togneri. All fitness classes are 
suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Voluntary donations 
are accepted. Cotmcil on Aging 
director is Roberta Potter. • 
Reservations are now being 
taken for our July 24th trip 
to Warren's Lobster House 
and the Broadway musical 
Hairspray. For more informa
tion, to make meal reserva
tions, or to sign up for pro
grams call (413) 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. 

Monday, June 13th 
9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, June 14th 

9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
Wednesday, June 15th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 p m. Third Wednesday 
Book Review 
12:45 Bingo 
Thursday, June 16th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, June 17th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
reservations, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3308. Mealsite 
Manager is Jim Saracino. 
Lunch is daily at 11 :30 am., 
with rese1vations 24 hours in 
advance. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please 
call the Senior Center to find 
out when the next blood pres
sure clinic will be held. 

Monday, June 13th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 

10:00 Osteo Exercise 
12:00 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, June 14th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, June 15th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:30 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, June 16th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Friday, June 17th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Ltmch - Pizza 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 
12:00. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 
• For more information, con
tact the Leverett COA at (413) 
548-1022, extension 5 or 
coa@leverett.ma. us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 
(978) 544-6760 for hours and 
upcoming programs. Call the 
Center if you need a ride. 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy-Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• vVeU-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG Montague 
Elementary School students 
will parade down to the 
Connecticut River on Friday 
morning, June 10th, about 9:30 
am. under the banner, "Long 
Live ow· River from Source to 
Sea." The students and staff in 
grades 1-5 will be walking with a 
police escort down Unity Street 
towards the river and Unity Park. 
The road will be closed dwing 
this time. Pre-kinderga1ten and 
kindergaiteners will be transport
ed by school bus. 

Folks ai·e encouraged to line 
up along the parade route in sup
po1t. Onlookers at the park will 
have the chance to watch a per
formance by students to honor 
the Connecticut River. 

Stop by a giant indoor tag 
sale on Saturday, June 18th, from 
9:00 am. to 1 :00 p m. at Our 
Lady of Czestochowa Church, K 
Street, in Turners Falls. There 
will be furniture items along with 
toys, housewares and much more. 
For info, call 773-7202. 

"My Health Leader" training 
programs ai·e workshops for vol
unteers to leain skills in helping 
others manage ongoing health 
conditions. Workshops will be 
held at Franklin County Home 
Cai·e, on Montague City Road on 
Jtme 16th, and 17th, 23rd and 
24th from 9:30 a.m. tmtil 4:30 
pm. 

The workshops will focus on 
helping older adults to remain 
active, leain to set personal goals, 
manage pain, handle stress and 
make sure there is time for ftm in 
their lives. For more info orregis-

JESSICA LARKIN flLUSTRATION 

tration contact Lesley Kayan at 
lKayan@fchcc.org or call 773-
5555 X 2297. 

The Wendell conservation 
committee will be seeking a new 
member as of August when Wai·d 
Smith will be resigning in antici
pation of the biith of a child. 
Residents who might have inter
est in se1ving may call Chai'les 
Smith at (978) 544-6933. The 
Wendell finance committee is 
also seeking new members, espe
cially younger members; if inter
ested call Michael Idoine at (978) 
544-2623. 

The first step in volunteering 
to help build a home with Pioneer 
Valley Habitat for Humanity is 
to attend a one-hour voltmteer 
orientation. PVH will hold an ori
entation on Satw·day, June 18th, 
at Greenfield Savings Bank, 282 
Avenue A in Turners Falls from 
9:00 - 10:00 am To attend, sign 
up via the VohmteerUp at: 
www.pioneervalleyhabitat.org. 

The Sixth Annual Family 
Fish Day will take place 
Saturday, June 18th, staiting at 
10:00 am. until 2:00 p.m. at the 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 
Avenue A, in Turners Falls. There 
will be lots of free activities for 
kids, families and grown ups, 
plus a first time visit of the 
Watershed on Wheels Express, 
a must see attraction. For more 
info go to greatfallsma.org or 
visit facebook at Friends of the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center. 

The Franklin Cotmty Radio 
Control Club will hold its first 
annual Fathers Day Fun Fly 
event on Stmday, June 19th, from 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm at no 
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(Gate 4) Industrial Boulevai·d in 
Twners Falls. 

Water Under the Bridge Music Festival 
All ages ai·e welcome to this 

free event, which will featw·e a 
barbecue and a demonstration 
from national FIA Pattern Flight 
champion Dean Lampron flying 
a gasoline powered, 40 potmd, 
100 inch wing span model plane. 
Come check out the radio con
trolled planes, leain to fly real 
model airplanes or simulators, 
and if you have your own aircraft 
and ai·e an AMA member then 
come and fly! More infonnation 
at: www.FRANKLINRC.com 

The Twners Falls Fishway is 
still open through Stmday, Jtme 
19th, The Fishway is free and 
open to the public from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Wednesday through 
Stmday, located on First Street, 
just off Avenue A in Turners 
Falls, within walking distance of 
the Discove1y Center. 
Send local briefs to: reporter
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

BY LISA DAVOL 
TURNERS FALLS - The Brick 
House's Powertown Music, 
Turners Falls RiverCulture and 
Tum it Up! present the second 
annual Water Under the Bridge 
Music Festival this weekend, 
Jtme 10th and ll th, with dozens 
of bands in the pai·k and in ven
ues throughout Turners Falls. 
Come heai· the best up and com
ing Valley music, hang out and 
enjoy the village. The Great 
Falls Discove1y Center is also 
leading a bike tour of the bridges 
along the canal and river on 
Satw·day afternoon. 

Over 30 bands including: Lux 
Deluxe, Stm Parade, Bella's 
Bartok, Una Jensen Band, 
Daniel Hales and the frost 
heaves, the Grave, Mountain 
Interval, Nobody's Fat, Lovely 
Red Vega, Heather Maloney, 
Curly Fingers Dupree, and many 

Fire Truck Debt 
Exclusion Vote Saturday 

BY TANYA CUSHMAN 
LEVERETT - Registered vot
ers of Leverett are reminded to 
vote this Saturday, Jtme 11th, at 
town hall from 8:00 am. - 1:00 
p m. on a debt exclusion over
ride for the purchase and equip
ping of a new or used fire 
engine. 

At the annual town meeting 
on April 30th, the town 
approved the transfer of 
$240,000 from the stabilization 
fund along with the bonowing 
of $135,000, contingent upon 
the passage of Saturday's debt 
exclusion override. 

A debt exclusion is a vote to 
exclude debt service payments 
for a paiticular capital project 
from the tax levy limit of 2½%. 
If approved, the amount exclud
ed is added to the levy limit only 

for the life of the debt - it does 
not pennanently affect the levy 
ceiling. 

A new fire truck was not 
intended to be scheduled for 
capital spending tmtil FY' 13. 
However, the money that has 
been spent recently trying to 
keep the town's 23-year-old 
Engine #3 in road worthy condi
tion, and the extra money that 
would be needed now to repair 
its electrical problems, led to 
town meeting's decision that it 
would be financially more pm
dent to buy a new truck now. 

A fire truck study group has 
been meeting since then to find a 
new or used fire truck that fits 
the town's specifications. For 
more info1mation, please visit 
the home page of the town web
site, leverett.ma.us. 

more will perform. Also, a Battle 
of the Bands will take place at 
the Brick House on Saturday, 
Jtme 11th, staiting at 3:00 pm. 

Venues include the 
Rendezvous, Bunito Rojo, Brick 
House, Between the Uprights, 
Great Falls Discove1y Center, 
Ristorante DiPaolo, 2nd Street 
Baking Company, and 
Peskeompskut Pai·k, among oth
ers. 

The festival is a collaboration 
of organizations and businesses 
to celebrate the Gill Montague 
Bridge reconstruction project 
and to have ftm regardless of the 
detour and one way signs during 
construction. 

Band descriptions and details 
can be found at 
http:/ /www. waterunderthe
bridge.info/. Other questions, 
please call (413) 230-9910 or 
find us on facebook. 

The Montague Police Department 
will hold a 

Bike Auction 
Thursday, June 23rd 

at6:00 p.m. 
Outside the old police station 

1 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 
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Domestic, Asian & European Ron Kelley, owner 

~J' ,~r r '' 
J; _, 

Eagle Automotive 
147 2nd Street, Turners Falb 

(413) 824-8111 
Engine Light 
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SRS/Alr Bag Light 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

Complete Car and Truck Repair 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

111P ~6!1'ill(f 
• Homemade 1ce Cream 
• Daily Specials 
• Fresh Salads 

Delicious Burgers 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-821 o 

Jonathan Abbott 
SS/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

Good Dirt r otte--9 
StljJQio 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+1 }-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter~.com 
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Message from the Hopi 
It was delightfol to attend the 

all school performance of 
'Stories from Around the World' 
at the Gill Elementa1y School on 
Thursday, June 2nd. The natural 
dell behind the school fo1med a 
beautifol backdrop to the plays, 
songs and dances put on by the 
elementary school students, and 
the hundreds of parents from 
more than three towns who came 
for dinner and stayed to enjoy the 
festivities proved that the sense of 
community which helps to make 
that small school such a wonder
fol place to educate youngsters 
has not been lost in the transition 
to intra-district choice. 

Among the many colorful per
formances, one stand-out was the 
reading and pantomime of what 
the fowth grade called a Hopi 
Myth. The reading refen-ed to 
ancient Hopi traditions about 
worlds that preceded the world 
we are living in today. 

It Inight be interesting for 
those who attended the play- and 
for other readers - to note that to 
the Hopi these legends are more 
than myth, but received wisdom 
from olden times. They believe 
their tribal teachings, handed 
down through centuries, are also 
predictive of days to come. 

Call it myth, or call it prophe
cy, there is still much wisdom to 
be gleaned from the message 
Hopi spiritual elder Thomas 
Banyacya delivered to the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations nineteen years ago. Here, 
for those who Inight be interest
ed, is the text of Banyacya's 
speech that day. 

The Hopi Message to the U.N. 
General Assembly 
Submitted by Thomas Banyacya, 
Kykyotsmovi, AZ 
December 10th, 1992. 

The presentation by Mr. 
Thomas Banyacya, the final 
indigenous speaker, was preced
ed by three shouts by Oren 
Lyons, Faithkeeper of the Six 
Nations and first speaker of the 
day. The shouts were a spiritual 
announcement to the Great Spirit 
of the presence of the people 
assembled and the intention to 
give a message of spirihial 
importance. 

Banyacya then sprinkled com 
meal next to the podium of the 
General Assembly and delivered 

this speech: 
"Hopi spirittial leaders had an 

ancient prophecy that some day 
world leaders would gather in a 
Great House of Mica with mies 
and regulations to solve world 
problems without war. I am 
amazed to see the prophecy has 
come tme and here you are 
today! But only a handfol of 
United Nations delegates are 
present to hear the Motee Sinom 
(First People) from around the 
world who spoke here today. 

"My name is Banyacya of the 
Wolf, Fox and Coyote clan and I 
am a member of the Hopi sover
eign nation. Hopi in our langtiage 
means a peacefol, kind, gentle, 
tmthfol people. The traditional 
Hopi follows the spirihial path 
that was given to us by 
Massau 'u, the Great Spirit. We 
made a sacred covenant to follow 
his life plan at all times, which 
includes the responsibility of tak
ing care of this land and life for 
his divine purpose. 

"We have never made treaties 
with any foreign nation, includ
ing the United States, but for 
many centuries we have honored 
this sacred agreement. Our goals 
are not to gain political control, 
monetary wealth, nor Inilitary 
power, but rather to pray and to 
promote the welfare of all living 
beings and to prese1ve the world 
in a natural way. We still have our 
ancient sacred stone tablets and 
spirihial religious societies which 
are the fotmdations of the Hopi 
way of life. Our histo1y says our 
white brother should have 
retained those same sacred 
objects and spirihial foundations. 

"In 1948, all tra.ditional Hopi 
spirihial leaders met and spoke of 
things I felt strongly were of great 
importance to all people. They 
selected four inte1preters to carry 
their message, of which I am the 
only one still living today. 

"At that time I was given a 
sacred prayer feather by the spir
ih1al leaders. I made a comtnit
ment to carry the Hopi message 
of peace and deliver warnings 
from prophecies known since the 
time the previous world was 
destroyed by flood and our ances
tors came to this land. 

"My Inission was also to open 
the doors of this great House of 
Mica to native peoples. The eld
ers said to knock four times, and 

~------------------------, Sign Me Upl 
D $20 for half year subscription 
D $25 out-of-area subscribers 
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58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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this comtnitment 
was fulfilled 
when I delivered 
a letter and the 
sacred prayer 
feather I had been 
given to John 
Washbwn in the 
Secretary 
General's office 
in October, 1991. 
I am bringing 
part of the Hopi 
message to you 
here today. We 
have only ten 
minutes to speak 
and time is late, 
so I am making 
my statement 
short. 

"At the meet
ing in 1948, Hopi 
leaders 80, 90, 
and even 100 
years old 
explained that the 
creator made the 
first world in per-
fect balance, where humans 
spoke a common langtiage. But 
humans turned away from moral 
and spirihllll principles. They 
Inisused their spirihial powers for 
selfish purposes. They did not 
follow nature's mies. Evenhially, 
their world was destroyed by 
sinking of land and separation of 
land which you would call major 
eaithqtiakes. Many died and only 
a small handfol stuvived. 

"Then this handful of peacefol 
people came into the second 
world. There they repeated their 
Inistakes and the world was 
destroyed by freezing which you 
call the great Ice Age. 

"The few smvivors entered 
the third world. That world lasted 
a long time and as in previous 
worlds, the people spoke one lan
gtiage. The people invented many 
machines and conveniences of 
high technology, some of which 
have not been seen yet in this age. 
They even had spirihial powers 
that they used for good. They 
gradtially turned away from natu
ral laws and pursued only materi
al things, and finally only gam
bling, while they ridiculed spiri
tual principles. No one stopped 
them from this course and the 
world was destroyed by the great 
flood that many nations still 
recall in their ancient histo1y or in 
their religions. 

"The elders said again only a 
small group escaped and came to 
this fourth world where we now 
live. Our world is in te1rible 
shape again even though the 
Great Spirit gave us different lan
gt1ages and sent us to the four 
comers of the world and told us 
to take care of the Eaith and all 
that is in it. 

"This Hopi ceremonial rattle 
represents Mother Earth. The 
line nmning ai·mmd it is a time 

June 9, 2011 

"For the Syrian citizens, the new government 
means new blood." 

- Bashar al-Amd, April 16th, 2011 

line and indicates that we are in 
the final days of the prophecy. 
What have you as individmls, as 
nations and as the world body 
been doing to take care of this 
Earth? In the Ea1th today, 
humans poison their own food, 
water and air with pollution. 
Many of us including children 
ai·e left to starve. Many wars ai·e 
still being fought. Greed and 
concern for material things is a 
common disease. 

"In this Western hetnisphere, 
our homeland, many original 
native people are landless, home
less, starving and have no med
ical help. 

"The Hopi knew humans 
would develop many powerfol 
technologies that would be 
abused. In this cenhiry we have 
seen the First World War and the 
Second World War in which the 
predicted gourd of ashes which 
you call the atotnic bomb fell 
from the sky with great destmc
tion. Many thousands of people 
were destroyed in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

"For many years there has 
been great fear and danger of 
World War Three. The Hopi 
believe the Persian Gulf Wai· was 
the beginning of World War 
Three but it was stopped and the 
worst weapons of destmction 
were not used. 

"This is now a time to weigh 
the choices for ow· fohrre. We do 
have a choice. If you, the nations 
of this Earth create another great 
wai·, the Hopi believe we humans 
will bum ourselves to death with 
ashes. That's why the spirittial 
elders stress strongly that the 
United Nations folly open the 
door for native spirittial leaders 
to speak as soon as possible. 

''Nature itself does not speak 
with a voice that we can easily 
tmderstand. Neither can the ani
mals and birds we ai·e threaten
ing with extinction talk to us. 
Who in this world can speak for 
nahu·e and the spirih1al energy 
that creates and flows through all 
life? In eve1y continent are 
human beings who are like you 
but who have not separated 

We Wel,ome 
Your Letters! 

Jffilontagut l\.eporter 
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themselves from the land and 
from nature. It is through their 
voice that nature can speak to us. 
You have heai·d those voices and 
many messages from the four 
comers of the world today. 

"I have sh1died comparative 
religion and I think in your own 
nations and culttu·es you have 
knowledge of the consequences 
of living out of balance with 
nature and spirit. The native peo
ples of the world have seen and 
spoken to you about the destmc
tion of their lives and homelands, 
the mination of nahu·e and the 
desecration of their sacred sites. 
It is time the United Nations used 
its mies to investigate these 
occun-ences and stop them now. 

"The Four Comers area of the 
Hopi is bordered by fow· sacred 
mmmtains. The spiritual center 
within is a sacred site om 
prophecies say will have a spe
cial pwpose in the fohrre for 
mankind to swvive and now 
should be left in its nahrral state. 
All nations must protect this spir
ittial center. 

"The Hopi and all original 
native people hold the land in 
balance by prayer, fasting, and 
perfortning ceremonies. Om 
spirih1al elders still hold the land 
in the Western Hetnisphere in 
balance for all living beings 
including humans. No one 
should be relocated from their 
sacred homelands in this Western 
Heinisphere or anywhere in the 
world. Acts of forced relocation 
such as Public Law 93531 in the 
United States must be repealed. 

"The United Nations stands 
on our native homeland. The 
United Nations talks about 
human rights, eqtiality and jus
tice, and yet the native people 
have never had a real opportuni
ty to speak to this assembly since 
its establishment tmtil today. It 
should be the Inission of your 
nations and this assembly to use 
your power and mies to examine 
and work to cure the damage 
people have done to this Eaith 
and to each other. Hopi elders 
know that was your mission and 
they wait to see whether you will 
act on it now. 

''Nahrre, the First People and 
the spirit of our ancestors are giv
ing you loud warnings. Today, 
December 10th, 1992, you see 
increasing floods, more damag
ing hwricanes, hail storms, cli-

see MESSAGE pg 5 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
spending on the "buyout" is pre
cisely what was budgeted. 

In tmth, Ladd's decision was, 
in pa1t, influenced by the angiy 
reaction among some staff to his 
comments in the press criticizing 
the internal culture of the district. 
Unfornmately, his decision to 
leave early only encouraged that 
culhrre. 

Big Box Abutters File Appeal 
Culture of 
Complaint 
I have been a strong supporter 

of fo1mer Superintendent Carl 
Ladd and hope the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District contin
ues the process of reform he start
ed. We should make this commit
ment central to hiring a new 
superintendent, as well as new 
elementary principals. 

However, I voted against the 
so-called "generous buyout" 
(Montague Reporter IX #35) of 
Ladd's contract because I felt he 
should not have left before it 
expired. We needed him in the 
transition to the interim superin
tendent and could have accom
modated his need to spend time 
with his family in June. I also 
think Ladd leaving a month earli
er than planned sends a bad sym
bolic message at a time of fiscal 
austerity. It should be stressed, 
however, that the school commit
tee decision had virhrally no 
budgetary impact: What we are 

climate changes and earthquakes 
as our prophecies said would 
come. Even animals and birds 
are warning us with strange 
changes in their behavior such 
as the beaching of whales. Why 
do animals act like they know 
about Earth's problems and 
most hmnans act like they know 
nothing? If we hmnans do not 
wake up to the warnings, the 
gi·eat purification will come to 
destroy this world just as the 
previous worlds were 
destroyed." 

(Banyacya and Oren Lyons 
held up a pichrre of a large rock 
drawing in Hopiland.) 

"lbis rock drawing shows 
pait of the Hopi prophecy. There 
ai·e two paths. The first with 
high technology but separate 
from nah1ral and spirihral law 

I have no problem with 
GMRSD staff or anyone else in 
this community asking questions 
about a decision like the buyout. 
But they should be raised openly 
with the school committee, not 
through anonymous complaints 
in the Montague Reporter. lbis is 
precisely the kind of negative, 
behind-the-scenes ctilhll'e of 
complaint that drives so many 
people away from the district, 
including a ve1y good superinten
dent. 

- Jeff Singleton 
Montague 

Jeff Singleton is a member of 
the Gill-Montague school com
mittee; the opinions expressed 
here are his own and do not nec
essarily represent those of any 
other member of the committee. 

leads to these jagged lines repre
senting chaos. The lower path is 
one that remains in haimony 
with nahrral law. Here we see a 
line that represents a choice like 
a bridge joining the paths. If we 
rehrrn to spirihial harmony and 
live from our hearts we can 
experience a pai·adise in this 
world. If we continue only on 
this upper path, we will come to 
destruction. 

"It's up to all of us, as chil
dren of Mother Eaith, to clean 
up this mess before it's too late. 

"The elders request that dur
ing this International Year for 
the Worlds Indigenous Peoples, 
the United Nations keep that 
door open for spirihral leaders 
from the four comers of the 
world to come to speak to you 
for more than a few minutes, as 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREENFIELD - Abutters 
Michael and Melanie Skawski, 
Ralph and Susan Gordon, 
Joanna W. and Joanna J. Mass, 
and Shirley Lowe, filed an 
appeal in Greenfield Housing 
Court on Friday, Jtme 3rd, 
against the planning boai·d of the 
town of Greenfield and the indi
vidtral members of the planning 
board for granting a special per
mit on May 5th, by a vote of 4-1, 
to Greenfield Investors Prope1ty 
Development, LLC to build a 
135,000-sqmre-foot retail store 
on the French King Highway. 
The abutters also sued 
Greenfield Investors, of 
Fairfield, CT. 

The abutters, all of whom live 
on Wunsch Road except the 
Manns, who live on Gill Road, 
had intended to file their appeal 
in Springfield Housing Comt 
last Thursday, but the tornado 
that tore through that city one 
day earlier shut that building 
down. 

The suit alleges the planning 
board severally and as a whole 
acted in an arbitra1y and capri
cious manner and issued the spe
cial permit to Greenfield 
Investors in violation of the 
Greenfield Mtmicipal Code 
Zoning Ordinance. 

The complaint states that the 
site of the proposed big box 
development lies entirely within 

soon as possible. The elders 
also request that eight investiga
tive teams visit the native areas 
of the world, obse1ve and tell 
the truth about what is being 
done, and stop these nations 
from moving in this self 
destructive direction. 

"If any of you leaders want 
to learn more about the spirihial 
vision and power of the elders, I 
invite you to come out to 
Hopiland and sit down with our 
real spirihial leaders in their 

a special overlay district 
Gre.enfield adopted on Sept
ember 2nd, 1993. The overlay 
district guidelines state, "The 
gi·eater the degree of change pro
posed, the gi·eater the degree of 
compliance will be expected." 

The guidelines call for devel
opment within the corridor "to 
create an attractive gi·een entiy
way to Greenfield and promote 
development which blends into 
the landscape," as well as devel
opment that promotes "an 
tmcluttered character and pre
vent( s) degradation into a com
mercial strip." 

The abutters allege "the boai·d 
erred by allowing almost nine 
acres of asphalt and concrete to 
clutter what was supposed to be 
'an uncluttered character' and 
'green entiyway' into town that 
'redt1ced the vistial impact of the 
automobile,' and prevented 
'degi·adation to a commercial 
stiip development."' They state, 
"The proponent has admitted that 
the project will increase the pres
sure for more commercial devel
opment along a conidor that was 
specifically designed to avoid 
commercial snip development." 

The abutters allege "the pro
posed project involves a mas
sive change in character to the 
current site, to the neighbor
hood, and to the whole eastern 
corridor into Greenfield." 

Among other things, the 

sacred kivas where they will 
reveal the ancient secrets of sur
vival and balance. 

"I hope that all members of 
this assembly that know the 
spirih1al way will not just talk 
about it, but in order to have 
real peace and ha1mony, will 
really follow what it says across 
the United Nations wall: 'They 
shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and study 
war no more.' Let's 1111 
together do that now!" II~ 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor • 

abutters claim the planning 
boai·d failed to consider or dis
cuss the recommendations of the 
Greenfield master plan in issu
ing a pe1mit for the lai·gest sin
gle retail building in Greenfield, 
and failed to substantiate, as 
required by the zoning ordi
nance, that the proposed devel
opment will not adversely 
impact adjacent properties, the 
neighborhood, the town, or the 
environment. The abutters 
allege the board erred in not 
measuring the impact of the 
development on the residential 
value of abutting single family 
homes, such as theirs. The com
plaint states further: "The 
board's action has left 
Greenfield with a lai·ge retail 
development on the edge of 
town, which is not pedestrian 
accessible because of its distant 
location from the majority of 
town residents, its lack of con
necting sidewalks to the site 
along Route 2A, and the lack of 
any ftmded pedesti·ian ameni
ties, such as security lighting, 
road paving and marking, along 
the proposed Gill Road pedesti·i
an/bikeway." 

Fmther, the complaint alleges 
the board "erred by allowing the 
proponent to offer sums of 
money as a substihlte for ti·affic 
mitigation." 

Thomas Lesser, of Lesser, 
Newman and Nasser of 
Northampton, is representing 
the abutters in their appeal. 
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Montague Welcomes Farmers 
School Committee Sets 

Goals for Leverett Elementary 
BY MATTHEW SMALL 
Let's face it, it's tough to be 
a faimer these days. Our 
farmers face a commercial 
society in which much agri
cultural land has been 
developed for business. 
They deal with a ce1tain 
amount of social isolation 
given that their work keeps 
them on the land much of 
the time. It's no wonder 
that fa1mers find them
selves on the outside look
ing in when it comes to 
working with town govern
ment. 

Most of the towns sur
rounding Montague have 
worked to address the 
issues facing fa1mers by 
establishing agriculhiral 
commissions, but Monta
gue has not had an active 
agricultural commission in 
yeai·s - something that is 
about to change. 

At the selectboai·d meet
ing on June 6th, at the 
request of town planner 
Walter Ramsey, the board 
voted to appoint five new 
members to the agriculhiral 
commission, members who 
are ''very committed and 
enthusiastic" Ramsey said. 

The renewed interest 
was spai·ked by a fonun 
Ramsey called this winter, 
with a turnout of about 20 
interested residents, to dis
cuss ways to suppo1t agri
cttlhire in Montague, a 
town blessed with some of 
the most fe1tile river bot
tomland in the world. 

Community leaders 
emerged from that forum, 
and now Diane Fronckus 
Flynn, Donna Francis, Bob 
Mizula, Chip Garbiel and 
Paul Voiland have been 

officially appointed to 
implement the work plan 
they have developed with 
Ramsey's assistance. 

The agricultural com
mission is required to have 
a majority of members 
actively engaged in the 
business of fa1ming or 
related agriculhiral endeav
ors. Montague's newly 
appointed commission has 
no problem meeting that 
threshold - they're all 
involved in agricultme. 

Diane Fronckus-Flynn 
grows food for her home 
use, and is a member of the 
town conse1vation com
mission; Donna Francis's 
family has been faiming in 
Montague since the early 
1900s, she is an animal sci
ence educator; Bob Mizttla 
has worked for Nourse 
Faims for the last 25 years; 
Chip Gai·biel has faimed in 
Montague all his life at 
Garbiel Fa1ms, and Paul 
Voiland, in addition to 
helping maintain a very 
active fa1mstand on the 
comer of Turners Falls 
Road and Feny Road, is 
the father of Red Fire 
Faim's Ryan Voiland. 

The agricultural com
mission has four major 
objectives for making 
Montague a more fa1m
friendly community. First, 
they will se1ve as a promo
tional platform to get the 
word out that Montague 
welcomes fa1mers, that 
farming is affordable and 
can be profitable, and that 
farms can help draw agri
cttlh1ral tourism for the 
town. The agriculh1ral 
commission also plans to 
take an active role in help-

ing faimers work with the BY DAVID DETMOLD -
various offices of local The Leverett school com
govemment, like the plan- mittee held a brain sto1m
ning board and boai·d of ing session to define the 
health. They will work with fuhire direction of the 
the planning and conse1va- Leverett Elementa1y 
tion boards to prese1ve land School on Tuesday. The 
for furore agricttlh1ral use. session came in response to 
Finally, the commission Leverett Elementary prin
will encomage community cipal Anne Ross's request 
building and social net- for guidance, or as she put 
working among the fa1mers it, "a yardstick," in an era 
of Montague. of increasing pressure to 

The immediate goals of conform to state and feder
the commission, said al education mandates. 
Francis, are the publication ''There are really game 
of a promotional brochure changing things going to be 
and an effo1t to organize happening in public educa
some type of social func- tion in the United States," 
tion for fa1m fainilies, pos- said Ross, as national 'com
sibly working with the mon core standards' for 
Montague Grange. public education are adopt-

Ramsey predicted sue- ed in 42 of the 50 states, and 
cess for the revived new methods of evaluating 
Montague agriculhiral teachers and administrators 
commission. In the past, are promoted. 
the effort was hampered by "I really need to ask the 
"more of a top down school committee what 
approach" to establishing your vision is for Leverett 
this type of public resource Elementa1y School, as 
for fa1mers in town, he more and more of what we 
said. But this time, the ai·e doing is given to us by 
commission has been built the state or other entities." 
from the grassroots up. The school committee 

In other news, the was very fo1thcoming and 
selectboard signed off on a specific about what they 
contract with Siemens would like to see happen
Building Technologies for ing in the fuhire at the 163 
the first phase of a three- sh1dent K-6 school. 
phase energy efficiency Dawn Sacks said, "This 
improvement plan for town community really values 
buildings. The first phase teaching the whole child. 
will see improvements at The social and emotional 
town hall, the public safety piece is as valuable as the 
building and Carnegie academic. This community 
Libraiy. really values independent 

Town hall will see the thinking and not having all 
most extensive upgrades, these standards imposed 
with new lighting and light- from the national and state 
ing controls, programma- level." Though Sacks 
ble the1mostats, building allowed that academics 
see MONTAGUE pg 7 were also important, "I 

think if you polled this 
community, they would say 
not to teach to the test." 

Pam Stone said that 
within the framework of 
the Massachusetts Core 
Requirements, "There ai·e 
really innovative ways to 
teach science." She refer
enced the Hitchcock 
Center's 'place-based 
learning' initiative, which 
the Amherst environmental 
education center's website 
defines as "leaining that is 
rooted in what is local -
the unique histo1y, environ
ment, cttlh1re, economy, lit
erahire and art of a paiticu
lar place." 

Stone said the Leverett 
selectboard had advocated 
for innovative educational 
programs at the recent joint 
meeting of school and town 
boards. She added that 
Leverett Elementaiy 
should continue to "pro
mote the technology we've 
been working with and get
ting the sh1dents involved 
in - obviously that is the 
wave of the fuhire." 

Kip Fonsh said he 
agreed that teaching to the 
whole child is ''vitaUy 
impo1tant to kids moving 
toward adolescence and the 
challenges of middle 
school." He added, "I'm 
concerned about our ability 
to differentiate instmction 
to the degree to which 
eve1y child is different." 

Fonsh said as the com
mon core cwrictdai· stan
dards come into force, he 
thinks Ross may need sup
port in a munber of areas, 
including cwricuhun align
ment, professional devel
opment for staff, and evalu-

ation of staff. He suggested 
the school might do well to 
seek a grant writer, to be 
paid through a percentage 
of grants awai·ded, to help 
bring in the resources to 
deal with these ai·eas of 
growing state and federal 
educational concern. 

He also said, "We are 
decreasing oppornmities 
for kids due to budget cuts. 
We need to restore pro
grams." 

Fai·shid Hajir, commit
tee chair, said reports back 
from middle schoolers are 
suppo1tive of programs the 
Leverett Elementary ma.in
tains, like the 4th, 5th and 
6th grade's Advenhire 
Program, where sh1dents 
work on group activities to 
foster cooperation and 
problem-solving. 

He said, "I place a very 
high emphasis on academ
ics," and added he was gen
erally supportive of the 
"big changes happening 
now in both standai·ds and 
assessments and the 
Common Core." Hajir, a 
math professor at UMass, 
said the new national stan
dards will "bring a really 
different way of teaching 
math than what we've been 
used to. The old frame
works were a Inile wide 
and an inch deep." The new 
frameworks will focus on 
teaching certain skills in 
depth at each grade level, 
through "inquiry based 
activity as opposed to a 
procedural fluency based 
activity." He said, 
'Teachers will need a lot of 
professional development 
to adapt to this new way of 

see LEVERETT pg 7 
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MONTAGUE from 6 
envelope upgrades, a network 
controller and a boiler replace
ment that will cover town hall, 
the annex and the garage. 

The timeline is tight for the 
town hall boiler replacement, as 
the contractor needs to order the 
boiler and wait for it to be deliv
ered. 

"If it doesn't get ordered it 
might not be in by winter," Chris 
Boutwell said, and that's not the 
only deadline to wony about. 
Some of the funding for the proj
ect comes from a time sensitive 
environmental efficiency and 
conservation block grant (EECB) 
with deadlines in the immediate 
foture. 

LEVERETT from pg 6 
thinking." 

Hajir added, "As usual, man
dates come from the state without 
money to pay for a hue transition 
in professional development to 
the new paradigm." 

He predicted, "In the next few 
years, there is going to be cw11c
ular upheaval," and said the 
school committee needed to 
develop a long te1m plan for deal
ing with that. "We spent $10,000 
on new math text books," recent
ly. "It may behoove us to spend 
that amount again." 

He said, "We have to 
acknowledge teachers and p11nci
pals and school committees will 
have to respond to a lot of new 
standards. It is impo1tant to stay 
nimble to respond. Unexpected 
things are going to happen." 

Hajir said comparison of 
MCAS test scores with other 
nearby schools show that LES 
students are not doing as well on 
answe11ng long response ques
tions. He advocated spending 
more classroom time on teaching 
math, and quoted a fo1mer 
Pelham school p11ncipal who told 
him, 'There's no secret about 
why we're always #1 or #2 in the 
state-we spend 90 minutes a day 
on math." He complimented 
Susie Chang and Lydia Peterson 

Taking into accotmt the 
EECBG and other sources of 
ftmding for the project, the ener
gy efficiency upgrade will cost 
the town $30,885 up front and 
result in $14,939 in guaranteed 
annual savings. That means the 
upgrades are expected to pay for 
themselves in just over two years. 
Now that's efficiency! 

In other news, the selectboard 
executed two quit claim deeds for 
a recently divided parcel of land 
in the industrial park. 
Nutrisystems purchased approxi
mately two acres from the town 
for $44,000 for the purpose of 
building a 4,320-square-foot 
building. The other 1.4-acre par
cel was sold to Mayhew Steel, an 

and a recent Americorps voltm
teer for helping the elementary 
school teachers to integrate les
sons students could learn from 
the new greenhouse across the 
cun-iculum. 

Fonsh pointed out that profes
sional development ftmds would 
need to be carefolly targeted in 
the coming years, as a number of 
teachers may soon retire. 

Community member Sarah 
Dolven said teachers need to get 
together to explore best practices 
with teachers from other schools, 
and recommended U-28 or 
''whatever configuration we may 
have in the foture" focus on 
teachers' ability to do that. She 
also spoke in favor of "move
ment - physical movement -
whether recess or physical educa
tion" to respond to the need many 
young children have not to stay 
sedenta1y for long pe110ds of time 
as they learn, and also to respond 
to the national scourge of child
hood obesity. 

Union-28 supe11ntendent Joan 
Wickman said, "Thitty years ago, 
everyone was their own class
room, with their doors closed, 
teaching what they loved. Kids 
with creative teachers benefited 
from that. With the new stan
dards, eve1y kid gets a certain 
core cun-iculum." But, she noted, 
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abutter, for $25,000 to be 
reserved for possible foture 
expansion. 

Town clerk Deb Bourbeau 
received the final signatures 
approving the botmdary descrip
tions and maps for the recent 
small adjustments made to the 
town's six voting precincts as a 
result of population shifts in the 
2010 census. The changes go into 
effect in Januaiy 2012. Residents 
impacted by the botmdary shifts 
will be notified by the clerk's 
office to minimize any possible 
confosion. 

Chris Boutwell moved ''with 
regret" to accept the resignation 
of the cunent chair and long time 
member of the planning commis-

"The state has been very carefol 
not to tell teachers how to teach. 
They tell you what to teach and 
then evaluate." 

Wickman said she suppo1ted 
the core cun-iculum framework, 
and noted that the project based 
learning Leverett has excelled at 
is "hard to evaluate," for teacher 
effectiveness. "As administI·a
tors, not only do we need to sup
port our teachers, we need to 
rethink professional development 
and how we do it." She talked 
about a math coach that had been 
hired to come in and model the 
new math cwriculum, and work 
with teachers tmtil they could 
"really fly on their own." She 
said the Union would continue to 
work on effective instmction, 
whether through integrated cur
ricula or project based learning, 
and would focus also on the five 
C's: communication, creativity, 
collaboration, critical thinking, 
and concept areas for effective 
instiuction. She said computer lit
eracy might as well be considered 
a sixth C now. 

Wickman noted that in addi
tion to professional development 
oppo1tunities within each U-28 
school, the teachers from all four 
schools get together four times a 
year to share best practices, pool 
resources, and problem solve. 

sion, Ted Annen. Almen's 
absence from the board leaves a 
vacancy; interested residents 
should contact Walter Ramsey at 
863-3200 x 207. Though there 
are no official requirements for 
se1ving on the planning boai·d, 
residents with smveying or civil 
engineering skills are strongly 
encouraged to inquire. 

Bwrito Rojo, 50 3rd Street, 
will have outdoor seating (and 
outdoor beer) during this week
end's Water Under the Bridge 
downtown music festival. Come 
grab a brew and some delicious 
food outdoors at the Rojo on 
Satw·day, June 12th. 

The New England Relay 
sought approval from the select-

In other news, the Leverett 
Elementaiy School will begin a 
breakfast program for students 
next fall, at $1.50 per meal, or at 
free or reduced price for children 
who qualify. Wickman said 
income smveys show that 
Leverett is close to being 
required to implement a breakfast 
program, and Ross said children 
have been showing up to school 
htmgry and not ready to learn. 

The school committee tmani
mously approved a motion to 
reduce the amount of money 
taken from the so-called school 
choice fund (a revolving ftmd 
consisting of money in excess of 
what it takes to educate students 
who choice into LES each year 
from neighboring disu·icts) to 
support the FY' 11 budget. The 
motion was open ended, as the 
exact amount of the reduction in 
school choice funds needed to 
support a balanced budget is not 
yet known. But business manager 
Mike Kociela, after totaling up all 
line items and estimating expen
ditures to the end of the fiscal 
year this month, said he believed 
the school budget for FY' 11 
would othe1wise end up about 
$8,000 - $10,000 in the black. 

The school choice ftmd 
presently has a balance of about 
$67,000, Hajir said. 

7 

board concerning the use of a 
portion of Route 63 for their 
upcoming event. Chair Mark 
Fairbrother pointed out that 
Route 63 is a state road, not under 
the jurisdiction of the select
board, but the Massachusetts 
Department of Transpo1tation 
requires towns to sign off on 
these kinds of events. The 
approval was granted. 

Congratulations to Morning 
Star Chenven and Moonlight 
Davis who were appointed to the 
Montague Cultw·al Council. 

Under the summer every
other-week schedule, the next 
selectboard meeting will take 
place on Monday, Jtme 
20th. 

Ross noted that the 
school was able to come out 
ahead on this year's budget 
despite having to tmexpectedly 
hire an English Language 
Leaming teacher for $9,000 mid
way through the year, and also to 
suppo1t the long absences of two 
staff members for health reasons. 

Asked how she was able to 
manage this in an era of tighter 
and tighter budgeting, Ross said 
she had made it clear to teachers 
and staff that no tmnecessaiy 
expenses could be allowed, and 
some teachers even returned their 
expense allowances to her 
unused. 

The Union 28 strategic sub
committee will soon make avail
able an online and pi-int fo1mat 
swvey to gauge residents' aware
ness and opinion of Union 28 and 
its programs. The stuvey will be 
ready by fall. 

Hajir said a legislative com
mittee he serves on that is look
ing into the isst1e of regionaliza
tion will probably back away 
from any call for state legislation 
to mandate forced regionalization 
of school distI-icts, in favor of 
incentives for districts that 
choose to regionalize. The com
mittee's repo1t is due by the end 

of the month. II 
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ELEVEN WAYS TO WALK Sixth in a Series of Walks around West Gill 

West Gill to Atherton and "Sunrise Hill" crown and a pmple 
dot in the middle 

BY P.H. CROSBY - It's been a 
busy week full of sho1t walks, 
and this will be a busy, short 
essay. 

Heading south on West Gill 
Road from Center Road, this is a 
suburban walk. First there's a 
golf course and then a number of 
close together houses with care
fully tended yards and gardens. 
You need to watch your dog 
carefully here, and have those 
plastic newspaper bags ready. 
And if you do this walk any ti.me 
past 6:30 a.m., hang onto your 
hat or the commuter traffic will 
sweep you away. 

The poet Gerard Manley 
Hopkins had a concept called 
"i.nscape," that I find myself 
drawing on while on a walk like 
this, or on any walk where I am 
feeling a little ti.red, or where 
what I am seeing seems too 
familiar or ordi.naiy. A religious 
man, Hopkins believed each 
thing in the uni.verse has its own 
particular essence, something 
unique and extraordi.naiy that is 
there to be looked for, to be seen 
and appreciated, that has the 
hand of God in it. He would 
write in his journal about the 
"i.nscape" of a paiti.culai· sunset, 
or talk to his friend Robe1t 
Bridges about the "inscape" of a 
line of trees against a ce1tai.n 
snowy field. Things like that. 

A layperson's way ofrephras
i.ng this concept might be: "If I 
were a photographer, what would 

I take a picture of right here, 
now? What is really special?" 
That is to say, you don't wait for 
a traditionally beautiful scene to 
present itself, or take a picture of 
the "stock" scene - the wate1fall 
or the mountain - that is readily 
apparent to all. You look for the 
hidden, not-so-obvious beauties, 
the small and 'inconsequential' 
delights. 

There is a scene in the film 
"American Beauty" where the 
yom1g couple watch a plastic bag 
being whipped and whirled by 
the wind ai·ound an alley, in an 
endless series of utterly mesmer
mng flips and flourishes. 
Hopkins would have been stand
ing there in awe, right along with 
them. 

So what is there on this walk? 
Lots of celandine, small golden 
flowers and a three-lobed leaf 
with lovely scalloped rim. 
Although 'just a weed," I see 
other gardeners leaving it to 
grow in their lawns and gardens, 
liking it as much as I do. And a 
massive old silver maple - yes, 
splitting the way they do, and 
shedding branches here and there 
all yeai· - but which soon will 
grow that teniiic leaf that tm11S 
over in the breeze all summer, 
rippling silver. 

The yairow is out, stiff white 
crowns not to be confused (as it 
was in my mind for yeai·s) with 
Queen Anne's lace, which will 
ai1-i.ve later, and has a row1der 

Employees of James Gang Construction remove rooftop sections of 
a chimnry from a Power Town Apartment building on 4th Street 

representing the queen in her 
mff. 

We pass the golf course, 
where a retriever is mnni.ng in 
circles, trying to get a tractor to 
play with her, but the tractor will 
have none of it, going about its 
business of grooming twf. 

On the 1-i.ght, a neighbor has 
mowed his lawn 1-i.ght up to the 
edge of a field of fe111S, half 
shaded by a widely spaced grove 
of trees, then stopped in a abmpt 
cwved line, from woods to road. 
What's left unsliced looks deli
cious, like a big sheet cake with 
fem frosting. Definitely some 
i.11Scape here. 

And here is a gardener who 
really knows how to treat a weed, 
leaving some at strategic inter
vals among beautifully cultivat
ed plantings. She's left a big 
fuiry rosette of mullein, that will 
shoot up a stalk like the yuccas 
later, and even one of last year's 
mullein stalks, brown and dry 
but still upright, for effect. 

Turning right on Atherton 
Road is where you get your 
workout, on a steep hill, with a 
gleam of white lilacs and tufts of 
escaped purple (scabi.osas 
maybe?) on the right. There is a 
stai1d of pink lady slippers 
halfway up the hill that will be 
gone soon. I use the excuse to 
appreciate them to stop to catch 
my breath. 

A rapid fifteen-minute walker 
can make it just to the top of this 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS - A crew 
from James Gang Masonry 
Construction Company, Inc. of 
Mw1son, MA removed the 
rooftop secti.011S of five chinmeys 
on the three-story Power Town 
apaitment house on Fow1h Street, 
located opposite the former 
American House building. 

The owners, Hallkeen 
Properties of Boston, were ale1t
ed to the dai1ger posed when a 
chi.rnney blew down. Brick chim
neys are not wind proof, contra1y 
to what you might have been led 
to believe from the st01y of the 
Three Little Pigs. 

Hallkeen Prope1ti.es contract
ed with James Gang Masomy to 
remove the remaining five chim
neys. The b1-i.cks of all but one of 
these chimneys were held togeth-

''Sunrise Hill" 
hill, which I mentally call 
SUlll-i.se Hill, because if you step 
just a little tiny bit, just a few 
sh01t yai·ds - don't say I said so -
into the woods onto private prop
erty, you ca.ii see the sun 1-i.se 
beautifully through tall white 
pines. (Kidding aside, probably 
best to look from the road: I am 
dealing with a lot of poi.son ivy 

er with soft lime mo1tai·. One of 
the chinmeys had been rebuilt 
using hai·d setting modem cement 
m01tai·, but the other chimneys 
had bricks just sitting on lime 
m01tai· atop each other and could 
be pi.eked apart by hand, accord
ing to Gai1g constmcti.on work
ers. 

The chimneys have multiple 
flues used to accommodate coal 
stoves for cooking and heating in 
eai·li.er days. Nowadays, the 
building has zoned central heat
ing with a gas-fired forced hot 
water system supplying base
board radiators. 

According to Douglas 
Starbuck, in fo1mer ti.mes it was 
common practice to have 
Starbuck Plwnbing remove coal 
heating stoves in the Turners 
Falls area for storage for the sum-

right now.) 
On the way back down the 

hill, I notice that the tiunk of a 
lai·ge old sugai· maple twists just 
like a corkscrew, all the way up, 
especially when looked back at 
from the east. 

Maybe all sugar maples are 
like that, ai1d I just never really 
looked at them before. 

mer. Starbuck's employees 
cleai1ed and repaired the stoves 
before retw11ing them to use in 
the fall. 

James Gang employees 
framed the clrimney holes in the 
roof with 2 x 6 planks to suppo1t 
plywood covered with a weather
proof membrane, topped with 
slate to match the existing roof. 

To reach the roof, James Gang 
employees erected scaffolding 
and employed a JLG Sky lift plat
fo1m, operated by Stephen 
Vai.llai1co1t. The crew threw 
bricks into a trash container 
raised to the rooftop by a Lull 
telescoping fork lift. 

"We've been on the job for 
three weeks," job superintendent, 
James Fi.nnnegan Jr, said. "We 
should have it all wrapped up in 
another week." 
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Sarah Studlien, 4th grade, waits for her cue in the class enactment of a Hopi myth. At rear, (left to right) Britnry 
Lambert, Abby Leaf and Lury Postera, first graders, in the all-school production of 'Stones from Around the World ' 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Hundreds of proud family mem
bers sat on the sloping lawn to 
watch Gill Elementa.Iy School 
students perform 'Stories from 
.Around the World' on Timrsday, 
June 2nd, as the sun played 
dodge ball with st01m clouds, and 
the wind riffled through the sheet 
music on the waiting stands. 

Before the show, parents lined 
up at a buffet dillller while their 
kids ran around the playground, 
shooting hoops, turning cait
wheels, dressed in colorful cos
tumes for the pageai1t. The piled 
up dat·k clouds woven with rib
bons of deep blue sky, the star
tling clai·ity of the light, ai1d the 
tall leafy green trees sU1rnunding 
the playing fields combined to 
make a spectacular natural back
drop for the event. 

Principal Rita Detweiler wel
comed the crowd to the students' 
performance saying, "Thank you 
all for coming. When you come 
out to see their events, it means 
so much to them. It's something 
they'll remember for a lifetime." 

That was certainly tme for 

Mike Smith, who, after traveling 
as fai· away as California, 
retlll11ed to his childhood home in 
Gill so his kids could attend the 
same elementary school (and 
leam from some of the same 
teachers) he did. Smith recalled 
acting in an all-school play at Gill 
Elementary when he was in the 
fomth grade. "I was ai1 Indiai1," 
he remembered, "and I had to 
balance on fom by fom in the 
middle of the stage, with a dream 
wheel." 

Shortly after he related this 
mem01y, a hawk flew out of a 
distai1t tree, ai1d the sixth graders 
shuck up a xylophone overtme, 
making a lovely lilting melody 
like a cloud of grasshoppers 
jmnping through a field of glass 
reeds. 

"What a beautiful world we 
live in," called out teacher Steve 
Baskowksi in a booming voice, 
as his fomth graders pai1tomimed 
the action of a Hopi myth. 

"Before this world, the Fomth 
World, the people were living in 
the darkness of the Tiii.rd World," 
he continued. The Tiii.rd World, 

in Hopi legend, was a world of 
chaos and mlhappiness, ai1d the 
people were looking for a way 
out, a hole in the sky, into the 
Fomth World. 

His students jmnped for the 
sky when he told this pa1t of the 
myth. 

Baskowski said the birds 1l'ied 
to show them the way, including 
the hawk ai1d the mighty eagle, 
but none could make it until the 
shrike flew up and out into the 
Fomth World. Following a Jack 
in the Beanstalk style nairntive 
tack, Baskowski told how the 
powerful Mass au 'u instrncted 
the people to follow grandmoth
er spider and climb a hollow reed 
to reach the hole in the sky to the 
Fourth World. 

The xylophone orchestra 
played as Baskowski told of the 
successful jomney of the Hopi 
up to the beauty of the Fomth 
World. 

Baskowksi's class stopped 
there, as the kindergaitners, first 
and second graders sang songs in 
Spanish ai1d English and danced 
an Afi'ican dance. 

The second graders acted out 
a play based on a Koreai1 tale of 
the Toad Bridegroom, a sn·ai1ge 
story about a fisherman who lost 
his livelihood when the lake he 
fished di'ied up. 

This play featmed the immor
tal line, "Father, have you lost 
yom mind? I would never dream 
ofmai1ying a toad." 

But, when the dutiful daughter 
followed her father's wishes and 
man'ied the toad, he tlll·ned into a 
hai1dsome man, ai1d restored the 
water to the lake, and the fish to 
the fishermai1's nets. 

The third graders put their 
knowledge of asn·onomy to the 
test with a choreographed dance 
called the Rockin' Planets, with 
the sixth grade providing musical 
accompaniment, under the expert 
guidat1ce of Melinda Swai1son, 
who plays a beautiful French 
Hom when the occasion calls for 
it. 

"What holds up the Solar 
System's pants?" asked the third 
grade, in a ser'ies of silly astro
nomical jokes. 

"The asteroid belt," of com'Se. 
Then, Odysseus' jolllney to 

the fabled isle of Circe was acted 
out by the fifth grade, with an 
extremely expressive Jack 
Shearer playing Circe, and a res
olute Tanner Ames in the role of 
the wise Greek king Odysseus. 

Everyone loved this fable of 
men being tlllned into the aili
mals they most resemble by their 
charming hostess, whether glut
tonous collltier'S assuming the 
guise of pigs, or a vain queen 
n·ansformed into a preening pea
cock. But of course, wisdom 
won out over vrulity ru1d in the 
end Odysseus set the captives 
free, to wander on in their ten 
year peregrination toward 
Syracuse ru1d home. 

Expectations had built up like 
a thundercloud for the sixth 
graders' play about the fallen 
hero Greg Mortenson in Our 
Three Cups of Tea. Too much 
pre-publicity may have con-
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1l'ibuted to an outburst of nervous 
giggling in the railks ai1d some 
unanticipated ad libbing, but 
soon enough calmer heads pre
vailed and the sixth grade stu
dents got down to business. 

They wom1d up delivering a 
very matlll·e piece of their own 
creation about the difficulty of 
separating 1luth from hype in the 
24/7 world of gotcha joU111alism, 
ru1d discovering some underlying 
verities along the way. Their play 
ended with the moral, "I leai11ed 
that even though people do bad 
things, there is still good in the 
world." 

The purple cumulus clouds 
piled lligl1 above the plowed 
farm fields around the little 
school, nestled against the sur
rom1ding blue green hills ai1d 
distai1t mountains. The sun fom1d 
a way through, and poured down 
in slai1ting beams, illunlinating 
the countryside as redwing 
blackbirds chased each other 
cllinuping through the n·ees. 

In Gill, as elsewhere, there is 
still very much good in the 
world. 
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SCHOOL from page 1 

He made some effo1t to leave the 
district whole on his way out. His 
recommendation included an 
individual to take the interim 
superintendent job. On the night 
of reorganization [ of the school 
committee, on May 17th] the rec
ommendation was moved, sec
onded, and approved. I was 
authorized to go [ as school com
mittee chair] negotiate a contract. 
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I felt we should take the time to 
interview this person and estab
lish some school committee goals 
and objectives." 

Langknecht continued, "That 
part about establishing goals and 
objectives did not happen. As 
much as there was a process, 
what he [ Carl Ladd] gave us was 
a good deal. The market for 
superintendents is very competi
tive. I won't take the idea on face 
value that nobody wants to work 
with us. 'Oh, there's no good can
didate out there.' 'Is he friends 
with Nadine?"' 

Langknecht said he checked 
with sources in the 
Massachusetts Association of 
School Committees about the 
availability of qualified superin
tendent candidates at this end of 
the school year, and heard back 
from MASC director Glenn 
Koocher that Gill-Montague was 
lucky to find any candidate at all. 

"I did what I could to check 
things out," Langknecht added. 

After Ladd recommended 
Ekstrom on the 17th of May, "No 
one else spoke up." Langknecht 
said, "Without throwing the 
school committee tmder the bus, I 
thought that was tmusual." 

Langknecht went on to say, "If 
the recommendation [to hire 
Ekstrom] wasn't as excellent as it 
was, I would have halted the 
process. From my knowledge of 
working with Nadine and my 
past histo1y of working with a 
number of superintendents, it was 
a good find, and as good a super
intendent as we could find. 

"Going to a search committee 
would have taken weeks," he 
added. "It's a four to five week 
process at least before you sit 
down with candidates talking to 
us. We're in the position where 
impo1tant decisions need to be 
taken before the end of summer -
we've been dealing with Level 
IV status and state pressure on 
regionalization. It would have put 
us in a weak position without an 
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Stump Grinding & 
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DEMERS 
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interim superintendent. There 
would have been some pressure 
to force us to reconsider a super
intendency union. That weighed 
into my decision making process, 
minutely. The tendency to look at 
us as leaderless would have 
looked scaiy." 

Langknecht continued, "The 
second week, when you brought 
a letter, I thought someone would 
make a motion. Ladd thought it 
was a violation [ of open meeting 
law regulations regai·ding posted 
agendas]. I was ready to contest 
that. But there was nothing I 
could do. I couldn't make the 

"I felt this was handled 
very badly. I hope we will 
be included in discussion 
of future superintendents." 

-Ann Banash 

motion, being chair." 
Langnecht concluded his 

explanation by stating, "In the 
absence of someone making a 
motion, I let it go." 

Selectboard member John 
Ward responded, "You could 
have led the discussion saying, 'I 
would ente1tain the motion ... "' 

Langknecht said he checked 
up on the question of open meet
ing law procedures and fotmd, "I 
was right. The school committee 
ce1tainly can vote to put some
thing on the agenda." 

Banash said, 'These were rep
resentatives from both towns," 
making the proposal for an inter
im superintendent search com
mittee. "It's done. It's over. I 
don't think it's the person [hired]; 
it's the process. In the future, we 
should not be ignored." 

Banash continued, "I felt this 
was handled ve1y badly. I hope 
we will be included in discussion 
of future superintendents. There 
also needs to be discussion about 
regionalization." 

Langknecht said members of 
the selectboai·d "will have the 
ability to speak" during 
Ekstrom's evaluation in October. 

Banash took him up on this 
point. "She's been hired as an 
interim superintendent. You're 
not talking about a search. Are 
you considering hiring her as 
superintendent without a 
seai·ch?" 

Langknecht said, "By 
Febmaiy, we'll decide whether to 
go to a seai·ch, based on her eval
uation." 

Wai·d said, "I would expect a 

G?.f.f.NFIELO 

pai·allel track. If you wait until 
Febmaiy, you will miss viable 
candidates." 

Ward added, "That brings me 
back to my original concem. The 
reason the letter went to the 
school committee, we have had 
such a divisive school committee, 
nothing could get done. Now 
when something easy comes 
along with the interim superin
tendent, 'We don't have to fight 
about it.' If you wait tmtil 
Febmaiy you will be pushing the 
work you were elected to do to 
the back bumer." 

Banash added, "Also, you ai·e 
not even discussing other possi
bilities. You are not even looking 
at whether a superintendency 
union makes any sense. Now, 
while we don't have a superinten
dent, it's the time to do that." 

Selectboard chair Randy 
Crochier said, "Also, is she the 
best candidate? We won't know." 

Langknecht said Ekstrom 
was tapped for interim superin
tendent not because, "It was 
easy and othe1wise we'd fight," 
but because the timing was 
wrong to begin a seai·ch for can
didates now. He recommended 
forming a town-school commit
tee to discuss the structure of the 
district, and said he would bring 
the selectboard's concems back 
to the school committee for fur
ther discussion. "We are part
ners," he said. 

But Langknecht said he was 
not inclined to stait a seai·ch for 
a new superintendent now, 
because, "I'd be concemed it 
might tmdermine the authority 
of the interim superintendent." 

Sandy Brown, school com
mittee member from Gill, said, 

"I like the idea of having a sub
committee set up now to look at 
all the angles. We should stait 
now." 

Jane Oakes, school commit
tee member from Gill said, "I 
didn't gather that there wasn't a 
setting of goals. We came up 
with a list of questions for 
Nadine - that was goal setting. 
That was a process, if brief." 

Oakes said it was difficult to 
respond to the letter from the 
selectboard once the school 
committee was already engaged 
in the process of hiring Ekstrom. 

Crochier pointed out that the 
decision the selectboards were 
questioning only got set in 
motion at the meeting on the 
17th, one week before they pre
sented their concerns to the 
school committee. 

Banash added that she and 
Montague selectboard member 
Pat Allen approached 
Langknecht directly after the 
meeting on the 17th to deliver 
their concems to him personally, 
and were told, according to 
Banash, "Well, we're hiring 
Nadine." 

Oakes said, "I didn't want the 
idea out there that it was by 
default. 'Well, there's someone 
out there and she's here.' We 
asked questions. I took notes on 
her answers. It was a ve1y brief 
process. The whole process was 
surprising; we were thmst into 
the middle of it," by Ladd's 
tmexpected resignation. 

Wrapping up, Banash said, 
"We go on from here." 

Langknecht responded, "I 
hope you're not shy." lill 

Banash assured him. 11._!I 
"We're not." """' 

Brule's Book Donated to TFHS Library 

Gill-Montague Education Fund president Sandy Miner (front right) 
presented an autographed copy of Turners Falls alum David Brule's 

book West Along the River to TFHS librarian Diane Hirtle on 
Wednesday, as Joyce Phillips (left, rear) and Tina Phillips look on. 

Joyce Phillips said, 'This will be a wonde,fal opportunity far students 
to discover and learn about their community. " 
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Fournier Press Readied at 
Montague Treatment Plant 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CITY - The 
Montague water pollution control 
facility will soon be shaving 
something in the neighborhood 
of 80% to 90% off the weekly 
hauling fees for removing sludge 
from the treatment plant on 
Greenfield Road, once the new 
Fournier Press is up and mnning. 

isms that work on the inflowing 
wastewater, "consume them
selves" over the course of the 
extended aeration method, 
Trombley explained, and thereby 
reduce the amount of solids that 
eventually flow into two large, 
9,000 gallon sludge storage 
tanks. 

June 9, 2011 

That day should come before 
the middle of July, said waste
water treatment plant supe1visor 
Bob Trombley on a tour of the 
facility last Friday. 

From there, the solids are 
pumped out weekly to tanker 
t.Iucks from Wall Tmcking, who 
t.Iuck it to solid waste landfills in 
Fitchburg, or Millbury. 

The three closed 
circular zones in the 
Fomnier press oper
ate to coagulate and 
dewater the sludge 
by the process of 
pneumatic pressure, 
cycling the sludge 
slowly round and 
round over time. A 
polymer is first 
added to help sepa
rate the water from 
the solids. 

W ast=ter treatment plant supervi.ror Bob T romb4J shows off the new Fournier press. 

"The total operational cost 
savings for the year should be on 
theorderof$150,000,"Trombley 
predicted. 

The treatment plant crew has 
already saved the town about 
$40,000 a year on solids han
dling, due to a change in the bio
logic process by which the plant 
breaks down the daily inflow. 
This change, from a conventional 
waste activated method of han
dling, to the cmTent extended aer
ation process, was instituted after 
the staff got together with 
Trombley two years ago and 
added up the plusses and minuses 
of the extended, 20-day treatment 
process, and decided to give it a 
tly. 

"We tried it and found it had a 
number of benefits," said 
Trombley. 

Essentially, the microorgan-

SOFTBALL from page 1 

over from second, for a double 
play. 

Pitcher Emily Mailloux 
topped it off by fanning the last 
batter to retire the side. 

St. Jo's left mnners on in each 
inning, with nine hits, including 
a double over York's glove in the 
third by sta1ting pitcher Chanler 
Hospot. 

Left fielder Brittany York was 
the lone hitter in the bottom of 
the fomth for Turners, when she 
led off the inning with a stand-up 
double smacked deep into left 
center field on a 0-1 pitch. But 
that was the only hit for the 
home team that inning as four 
walks and a hit batter brought in 
three mns to put Turners well in 
front. 

Mailloux grotmded out to 

At present, about four to seven 
t.Iuckloads, with 8500 - 9000 gal
lons of sludge in each load, leave 
the plant each week. 

But once the Fournier Press 
gets cranking, that amount should 
be reduced to approximately one 
t.Iuckload every week and a half 
to two weeks, Trombley said. 

The press, which was deliv
ered last month from Canada, 
from Thetford Mines south of 
Quebec City, has been hard 
mounted to the concrete floor of 
the solids handling building. The 
building has had a new extension 
built onto it to handle the new 
conveyor system that will load 
the sludge onto tmcks in the load
ing dock. 

Elect.I·icians and cont.I·actors 
from DelRay Construction in 
Ellington, CT were busy mnning 
wire and conduit and adjusting 
the conveyor system on Friday. 

third with the bases loaded to 
end what could not really be 
called a rally. 

Mailloux continued to domi
nate her opponents from the 
pitcher's motmd, however, with 
two batters going down swing
ing in the top of the 5th, to add to 
her total of eight st.like outs for 
the night. 

St. Jo's threatened again in 
the top of the 6th, after Erica 
Quallen dropped a lightly hit 
ball just over the base line in 
shallow right for a lead off sin
gle. After the next batter flied 
out to deep left field, where York 
was waiting for it, Mailloux 
gave up her only walk of the 
game, before mowing down the 
next batter down, swinging. 

With two out and two on, 
Marissa Avanzato hit a slow 
grounder to shortstop Stacy 

The specialized press cost 
about $450,000 to purchase and 
install, said Trombley, with that 
money coming from three differ
ent sources: a state revolving loan 
fund, a USDA loan, and a federal 
grant an-anged through the office 
of Congressman John Olver. 

"The Fomnier press will allow 
us to process out unneeded 
potmds of sludge at the plant," 
said Trombley. "Ctmently, we 
wait for gravity to settle out the 
solids." But with the Fomnier 
press in operation, "Thick or thin, 
we can process it out into cake at 
any time." 

The Montague wastewater 
t.1·eatment plant handles about one 
million gallons of wastewater a 
day, from all sewered residences 
in the town of Montague except 
the village of Millers Falls, where 
the wastewater flows beneath the 
Millers River to the Ervingside 

French , who made the put out at 
first, but just barely. The infield 
umpire called the nmner safe, 
but Turners coach Ga1y Mullins 
appealed the call, and the home 
plate umpire agreed with him. 

The call was reversed, and 
the side was retired. 

Turners put the icing on the 
cake in the bottom of the inning, 
after Sam Caouette popped out 
and Stacy French went down 
swinging for the first two outs. 
Kelsey Waldron, who had flied 
out to deep left center in her first 
at bat, and fouled her next 
attempt back to the catcher, 
smacked a line drive down the 
third base line off the fielder's 
glove, reaching first on an en-or. 

Jenna Costa broke the hitless 
sti·eak that had held Turners in 
its sway for the last 14 batters by 
laying down a neat btmt and 

ti·eatment plant. The Southworth 
Paper Mill is a major conti'ibutor 
to the waste stream, and the town 
of Gill also sends sewage beneath 
the Connecticut River to the 
Montague t.1·eatment plant from 
Riverside. 

Once the wastewater enters 
the headworks of the plant, where 
screens remove debris, it is 
allowed to settle in prima1y tanks, 
where 40% - 45% of the solids 
are removed by the simple 
process of gravity. Next, the 
wastewater is plllilped to aeration 
tanks where the biological 
process of separation occurs, and 
from there it flows to large sec
ondary clarifiers, where paddle 
wheels tum slowly, skimming off 
more water from the solids. 

"By the end of the second day, 
we've removed 96% of what 
comes in to the plant from the 
water," said Trombley. 

beating the throw to first, for 
two on, two away. 

Smith-Poiter, who doubled to 
left in her first at bat, grotmded 
out in the 3rd, and walked in the 
4th, drew another walk now to 
load the bases. 

Then Emily Mailloux got up 
and put the game entirely out of 
reach with a long fly ball to cen
ter field. The fielder, on a dead 
nm, got her glove on the ball, 
but couldn't hold onto it. 

The official scorer called it in 
en-or, but in any case three nms 
scored and Mailloux wotmd up 
on third base with a triumphant 
smile on her face.York grotmd
ed out to end the inning. 

After making sho1t work of 
the Cmsaders in the top of the 
7th, Tmners claimed victory in 
the quaiterfinal 6 - 0. 

II 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE/ $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MIN) CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 
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CommunityY02a 
& WELLNESS CENT'E'R 

beginners welcome 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

change 
your mind 

change 
your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 

Some of the solids from the 
secondaiy claimers are returned 
to the aeration tanks to reseed the 
biological process. The rest 
become an expensive side sti·eam 
to be shipped to the landfill. 

Now, the sludge heading out 
the door by the truckload each 
week is 4% - 5% solids; the rest 
is water. 

Once the Fournier press is 
nmning, Trombley said the 
sludge will be dewatered to 35% 
or maybe 40% solids. Neighbors 
should notice a lessening of 
obnoxious odor from the accu
mulating sludge, Trombley 
added. 

Now that this problem has 
been addressed, the treatment 
plant is looking to the future, 
when the Environmental 
Protection Agency may begin 
tightening regulations regai·ding 
how much nit.I·ogen wastewater 
treatment plants can release to the 
rivers. The dead zone in the Gulf 
of Mexico, covering 6,000 -
7,000 square miles, has been 
much in the news lately, down
sti·eam of the Mississippi, and 
nit.1·ogen is one of the main caus
es. A similar problem exists on a 

see PLANT page 14 
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Stop by Our 
Farmstand for 
Fresh Greens 

Turn South on River Road 
One Mile from Tavern 

119 River Road, Gill 
508-397-4304 

Pre•ld I lldllll 
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~ CAil fer Details 

~ 

Air Cldlllllllll 

Santee& 

lnllallatlla 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 540 Northlleld Rd., Bernardst.011 

www.count.ryoll.com 
1 -800-327-9992 

413-048-9912 
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Wendell Town Meeting Backs Home Rule for Low Carbon Impact Homes 

'.I_.:, .. 

Wendell to1V11 moderater Katf!J Becker (File Photo) 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN - By framework to allow the Wendell 
majority voice vote on Tuesday, board of health flexibility to 
Wendell town meeting passed allow homeowners to live in 
an article petitioning the state non-electric homes, or homes 
legislature to allow the town to without hot running water. 
develop its own bylaws and Local environmentalists have 
regulations to permit alternative been advocating for the right to 
energy and sanitation systems live simply, as a means of 
for homeowners. reducing the use of fossil fuels. 

The a1ticle comes six months Librarian Rosie Heidkamp 
after the Wendell board of called the cunent state health 
health turned down an code "antiquated," in its 
application for a special pemlit requirement that all homes be 
from Jonathan and Susan von built with electric wiring, septic 
Ranson to build a non-electric systems and hot running water. 
apa1tment in their barn. The von The article asked: "to see if 
Ransons planned to live in the the town will vote to petition the 
apartment, heat their living General Court for special 
space and water with wood, use legislation to e.,~empt the town 
propane lanterns for light, a from the provisions of Chapter 
hand pump for water, and a 111, Section 127A in order to 
composting toilet for waste, in allow the town to develop its 
intentional effo1t to reduce their own bylaws and regulations to 
carbon footprint. permit alternative energy and 

Selectboard member Jeoffi:ey sanitation systems for use in 
Pooser said if the legislature owner-occupied residential 
supports the measure, it would units, or take any other action in 
provide the necessary legal relation thereto. " 

Contacted Wednesday for 
comment, representative Steve 
Kulik (D-Worthington) said he 
supported the home rule 
petition, "enthusiastically." 

He added, "I look fo1ward to 
trying to shepherd a piece of 
legislation through so the town 
can do what it wants to do as 
expressed at town meeting." 

Kulik said the process from 
here would involve the town 
fo1warding a copy of the 
ce1tified vote of town meeting 
to him, so he could draft 
legislation reflecting what the 
town has asked for. 

"I am sure Senator 
Rosenberg will co-sponsor it," 
he added. 

The bill will get assigned to a 
committee, perhaps the housing 
committee, for a public hearing, 
and the town will be welcome to 
send advocates to speak for the 
legislation at that hearing. Kulik 
said the hearing might take until 
fall to schedule, due to 
legislators' present focus on the 
state budget. 

Kulik said he would also 
speak at the public hearing, 

"and say why I think it's a good 
idea. Hopefully, the committee 
will understand this is a home 
mle petition. This is what the 
town wants to do. It's 
reasonable." 

If the committee holding the 
hearing concurs, the bill will be 
forwarded to the full House, 
and if acted on favorbly there 
will move onto the Senate, 
where Rosenberg would 
suppo1t its passage, Kulik said. 

Kulik cautioned, "I do not 
know if any person or agency or 
organization might speak in 
opposition, whether it's the 
state Department of Health or 
anyone else. Then certainly the 
committee that has jurisdiction 
over this will weigh the pros 
and cons. It carries great weight 
with any legislative committee 
that the town is looking for this 
right to set reasonable bylaws 
within its own borders." 

Kulik concluded, "I would 
be optimistic that we would be 
able to do this, especially with 
people's growing awareness of 
low impact living and energy 
awareness. That's the intent 

here. I intend to wholehea1tedly 
suppo1t Jonathan and Susan von 
Ranson in what they want to do. 
There are various state 
regulations limiting what they 
want to do: they en on the side 
of caution and probably never 
gave thought to how this could 
take effect in a rural area." 

In spite of beginning half an 
hour earlier than usual on 
Monday night, Wendell voters 
were unable to complete action 
on the thitty article wanant in 
one evening. 

Finance committee member 
Jim Slavas noted the change to 
the condition of Wendell's 
stabilization accotmt due to the 
nearly $650,000 committed to 
the Swift River School's green 
repair program for a new roof 
and boiler. Financing of this 
project will now leave 
stabilization with about 
$400,000, a good amount 
considering Wendell's size and 
in comparison with other 
Franklin County towns, but low 
enough to demand caution in 
depleting the ftmd further. 
see LOW CARBON pg 13 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 7:19 a.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Burek Drive. 
Advised of options. 

City Road. Peace restored. 
Sunday. 6/5 Threat, Assault, Dumping, Burglary 

Wednesday, 6/1 -• for domestic 
9:20 a.m. Threatening, ~attery. 
harassment on West Mineral lliuaday, 6/2 
Road. Advised of options. 1:02 .m. Arrest ofn 
11 :25 a.m. illegal dumping • 
under the power lines at , ~ failure to 
Hatchery Road and care in starting, stopping, 
Greenfield Road. turning, or backing, failure to 
Investigated. stop for police, operating to 
4:55 p.m. Threatening, endanger, marked lanes 
harassment 011 Dell Street. violations, and subsequent 
Advised of options. offense of operating a motor 
6:03 p.m. AssatJt on Avenue velucle with a revoked license. 
A Services rendered. 7 :03 p.m. Threatening, 
7:02 p.m. AssatJt-related harassment on Burek Drive. 
arrest of Services rendered. 

9:25 p.m. 
trespassing. arrest of ___. 

10:58 a.m. Unwanted person 
on Fourth Street. Peace 
restored. 
3:49 pm. Assault reported at 
Unity Street. Services 
rendered. 
10:18 p.m. Suspicious auto 
at Unity Park on First Street. 
Services rendered. 
Satmday. 6/4 
1:10 a.m. Arrest of 

assat t an at:tery, 
intinlidating a witness, and 
resisting arrest on Second 
Street. 
2:08 a m. AssatJt on Avenue 
A Referred to an officer. 
6:34 p.m. Neighbor 
disturbance on Montague 

10:02 p.m. Disturbance, 
verbal exchange on Avenue A 
Advised of options. 
Monday,6/6 
2:58 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Fourth Street. 
Advised of options. 
6:07 p.m. Intoxicated subject 
reported at Scotty's on U1lity 
Street. Services rendered. 
Tuesday, 6/7 
9:18 a.m. lliegal dumping on 
Fourth Street. Services 
rendered. 
5:42 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on West 
Chestnut Hill Road. 
Investigated. 
6:03 Domestic 

Franklin 
p.m. 

disturbance on 
Street. Investigated. 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

ADIATOR · = • 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ropane Route 2, Gil 
illi~g 863-4049 1-~00-439-404 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

•• Paving • Power--Sweeping 1 

• Landscaping 
• Seal Coating 

• Excavating 
::-..! Demolition 
-:::;!; Septic Turners Falls 

413. 772.2155 
cell: 325.5596 

WY!,w-l>arlowpavingexcavating.com 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

eptic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

Omnibus Designs 
Pliilns & Designs for Re,idendat Con,-truction 

Charles Bado CAD.D. Certified Drafter 

PRACTICAL DESIGN SOLUTIONS FOR NEW HOMES 
REMODELS & ADDITIONS 

22 Checkerberrv Lane. Wendell MA 
Phone: (978) 544-9922 Cell: (413) 824-2318 
Email: bado@crocker.com wv-,,w,omnibusdeslgns.bi:z 

Beijing Station 
Chinese Restaurant Eat In, Carry Out & Catering 

Free Delivery 
~ ,. 10% off for 
~ A i§ Pick up Only 

51 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

413-863-8988 I 413-863-2666 

A"'4te ~cNIH AMci4dk 

THE (HIJRCB §TREEI HONE 
24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A rdirement home f.,. inJcpenJcnt senior 

women of Franklin County ,nnc~ 194'2. 

Family-style meal,, Lraulif ul surrnundings, 
and tli, ,ecurity of a l,o!±ess <111 July at all times. 

Visitors always welcome! 
(413) 773-1252 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

f)RECISION 
J:-+ ·~ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
GilL MA 01354 
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Is breast can
cer the leading cause of cancer 
death in women? 

Breast cancer is second -
behind ltmg cancer - as the lead
ing cause of cancer death in 
women. The chance of develop
ing invasive breast cancer at some 
time in a woman's life is about 1 
in 8. 

There are many risk factors for 
breast cancer. 

The risk rises with age. About 
77% of women with breast cancer 
are older than 50 when they are 
diagnosed. 

Breast cancer risk is higher 
among women whose close rela
tives have the disease. 

A woman with cancer in one 
breast is at high risk of develop
ing a new cancer in either of her 
breasts. 

Women who started menstm-

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
Breast Cancer 

ating before age 12 or who went 
through menopause after age 55 
have a slightly higher risk of 
breast cancer. 

Having multiple pregnancies 
and becoming pregnant at an 
early age reduces breast cancer 
risk. 

Long-term use of ho1mone 
replacement therapy (HRT) after 
menopause increases your risk of 
breast cancer. 

Drinking alcohol is linked to 
an increased risk of developing 
breast cancer. 

Obesity is a breast cancer risk, 
especially for women after 
menopause. 

Evidence is growing that exer
cise reduces breast cancer risk. 

Breast cancer can also strike 
men. Most men who get breast 
cancer are white and in their 60s. 
However, the disease is tmcom
mon in men, representing only 
1 % of all breast cancers. Because 
of its rarity, many men aren't 
aware it exists. 

For tmknown reasons, the inci
dence of male breast cancer has 
been increasing. About 2,000 
men in the U.S. are diagnosed 
with breast cancer annually. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 12:00 p.m. Responded 
to Center Road residence 
for open 9 II emergency 
line, all parties OK. 

Soliciting, Accident, Firearms Recovery 

Wednesday, 5/25 
3:55 p.m. Suspicious 
person and motor vehicle 
on South Cross Road. 
Salesman door to door. 
4:10 p.m. Domestic dis
turbance on Ben Hale 
Road. Parties removed. 
7:20 p.m. Assisted resi
dence with firearms 
recovery. 
Thunclay, 5/26 
8:45 p.m. Assisted 
Erving police with search 
warrant of residence. 
1:10 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident at the Main 
Road and Route 2 inter-

section. No injuries. 
Friday, 5/27 
9:50 p.m. Officer 
requested for assistance 
with firearms issue on 
Main Road. 
9:00 p.m. Assisted 
Northfield police with 
an arrest. 
8:30 p.m. Located errat
ic operator of a motor 
vehicle at the Gill Mobil. 
Corrected driving behav
ior. 
Saturday, 5/28 
11:00 a.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police with 
a traffic issue. 

2:00 p.m. Assisted 
Environmental Police at 
boat ran1p with a subject. 
9:10 p.m. Suspicious 
person going door to 
door in Riverside area, 
Salesman. 
9:30 p.m. Security check 
on building on Grist 
Mill Road. 
Sunday, 5/29 
4:40 p.m. Minor motor 
vehicle accident at boat 
ramp on French King 
Highway. 
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Orange May Block 
Alternative Assessment 

The article regarding general 
government, Article 4, proceed
ed without comment tmtil vot
ers got to the Mahar budget. 

The Mahar school committee 
requested $350,850 for the 
town's share of the district's 
operating budget, but the 
Wendell finance committee rec
ommended $311,343, both say
ing their figure reflected full 
support of the Mahar budget. 
How? 

The higher figure was 
derived from Wendell paying in 
accordance with the statuto1y 
method of assessment, which 
has been followed in the Mahar 
district since 1995. Lately, the 
statuto1y method of assessment 
has resulted in Wendell paying 
over $9,000 per student attend
ing Mahar, while Orange, 
another member town in the 
district, pays less than $6,000 
per student. 

But this year, by agreement 
of the Mahar school committee, 
an alternative method of assess
ment should be in place, and the 
lower figure recommended by 
the Wendell finance committee 
reflected that lower amount. 

Mahar school committee 
member Dick Baldwin told the 
meeting since the school com
mittee has approved the alterna
tive assessment method, all 
that remained was for the four 
towns in the Mahar region to 
approve the method as well. 

Baldwin said if Wendell 
approved the higher number, as 
requested, the town would be 
reftmded the $39,507 difference 
once all the member towns had 
voted. 

Finance committee chair 
Michael Idoine asked if 
Baldwin had that in writing, and 
he answered, "in typing," and 
handed Idoine a printed sheet. 

Idoine did not find it con
vincing. 

Paul Costello said that voting 
the lower amotmt before all 
towns had agreed to the alterna
tive assessment method might 
open the door for Orange town 
meeting to reduce the total 
school budget by $100,000, as 
the Orange finance committee 
has requested. It takes three 
towns to agree on a number to 
pass the Mahar budget. 

Discussion continued around 
and around, tmtil finally the 
matter was tabled until the fol
lowing evening, when Mahar 
superintendent Michael 
Baldassarre was able to attend. 

Baldassarre said he had been 
at the Petersham town meeting 
on Monday evening, and had 
convinced voters there to 
approve the alternative assess
ment method along with their 
budget request. New Salem has 
done the same. 

Baldassarre asked that 
Wendell appropriate the higher 
amotmt, which would force 
Orange to accept the full assess
ment figure. Along with that, he 
said, Orange would likely 
accept the alternative assess
ment method at their town 
meeting on June 20th, since the 
alternate method would hold 
Orange (and indeed the other 
two towns) harmless, as 
Baldassarre plans to take the 
$39,000 from within the overall 
school budget to reftmd 
Wendell. 

According to Baldassarre, 
that two step process would put 
Wendell's final payment in line 
with the alternative assessment 
method agreed upon by the 
Mahar school committee, after 
years of lobbying by Wendell. 

The question was finally 
called, and voters opted to go 
with the higher number for 
Mahar, by a hand cotmt of 64 to 
6. 

That brought the town's 
omnibus article for general gov
ernment to a grand total of 
$1,934,379. 
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However, on Wednesday, 
Baldassarre wrote an email to 
Slavas that read, "I spoke with 
[Orange town manager Rich] 
Kwiatkowski this morning. At 
this point the Orange finance 
committee intends to veto the 
alternative assessment. I am 
going to ask them to reconsider. 
I will keep you in the loop of 
communication." 

Article 5 passed unanimous
ly, consolidating the town's 
continuing debt service on the 
fire truck, the building con
stmction, the purchase of Fiske 
Pond, Mahar constmction, and 
the purchase of the town office 
building property at 9 Morse 
Village Road for a total of 
$142,012, of which $96,464 
will come from stabilization. 
Article 7 returned $20,000 from 
taxation into stabilization. 
Other money articles added var
ious stuns to the reserve ftmd, 
the insurance reserve ftmd, the 
unemployment compensation 
ftmd, and the pension reserve 
ftmd. 

Alticle 14, suppo1ted by the 
open space committee, passed by 
voice vote, appropriating $750 to 
hi.re a consultant to create a plan 
with commtmity input for a 
demonstration pe1maculture food 
garden on the office building lot, 
in a steep, tmdeveloped part of 
the community garden. 

Citizen Morgan Mead 
objected, saying he did not want 
anyone telling him how to plant 
his garden. 

Consultant Jonathan Bates 
will hold a workshop in the 
town hall on Monday Jtme 13th 
at 7:00 p.m., and on the after
noon of July 31st there will be a 
community brainstorm, or char
rette, at the town hall to begin 
the process of planning the per
maculture garden. 

Voters created a position of 
facilities engineer, which 
would maintain the complex, 
computerized and troubled 
see LOW CARBON pg 16 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE Greenfield lmporteF~nn~:rafe!IP!1tner ~ LOGOS & BRANDING t: 
Matthew Edward!i 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and UalJility, 

WWW.MATreDWARDSTR.flt:.COM jf' 
Wendell. MA '1 • r 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Cow11ie~ '\•f,(,.:':,:i.t' 

SCAPES BUILDERS 
Your Green Building Company 

110 North Hillside Road PO. Box -t69 South Deerfield. MA 01575 
T: -t15 665.0185 F: -t15.665.0186 

Scapes Builders & Landscaping, LLC 

t!RSATIVS NAIRt!dTTING 
PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

/lllen, Wo,..en S. ~hffd~•n 

I •~j'Nt'S ~ C~O.f:t i 
Gift eetfifieate.s Available 

8'65-2022 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

1,;'r.:.. ;__;.., Brion R. Son Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

28 Mon1ague S1ree1 

• Dead Bolts Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re~Key 86]-24 71 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

•dr.11 PICKLES I 
Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Served at 

The Lady Killigrew, 
Holy Smokes, & 

The Wagon Wheel! 

www .realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

GRAPHIC DESIGN ~ 

ILLUSTRATION ~ 

WEBSITES~ 

COPY WRITING C 
BUSINESS STRATEGY t: 

INTERNET MARKETING ~ 

MISSION & VISION ~ 

M 
BOYSEN KODGsor,:.t· 

4l3 303~93 
www\h2.,ofu.com 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 
otlSUl)" (J. 

C) ~ " 
~5 Millers Falls Road i,£ (413) 863-4331 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 www.pzinc.com 

Visit Our Tip of the Week at www.p2inc.com 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

INSURANCE 

Now Open Sundays! 

Tue - Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Chech out our Great Lunch Menu 

Sundays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Cakes. Pastries, Coffee, Soup and Bread 

Closed Mondays 



14 

from GRADS page 1 what you desire will be 
achieved by the confidence you 
hold within yourself." She said 
she'd been told that the class of 
2011 looks out for one another, 
supports each other, works hard 
to achieve their goals and perse
veres when things get hard. 
They learn from their difficul-

"Trust that what you have 
learned from your teachers, par
ents, family and friends has 
been a good fotmdation for suc
cess in life. Believe in yourself, 
believe that when you work 
hard enough on your goals you 
can achieve anything. Hope that 

Mutton & Mead 
Med" eval Iles ti val 

t&aturday, :June 18 
10:00am - 6:00pm 

COME, Drink and be M.erryl 

See the JOUST! Taste the Foocll 
Play tl.e Games I Browse tl.e Market! 

.,,-;; .Meet Robia Hood a_nd lii3 .Merry .M.enl 
-~~~ 

• www. M.uttonAndMead. co 
at the Millers Falls R&G, 210 Turners Falls Road, 

A fundroiser for the Montague Grange and the Foodbank of Western Mou. 

GRAPHIC ARTS TECHNICIAN 
(Full Time or Part Time, with benefits) 

\Ve make signs, seals and rubber stamps and sell 
them on the web. Our business is expanding. We 
care a lot about giving our customers exactly what 
they want, and we have a great team of professionals. 

Tiris job involves: tech suppo1t for our internet 
customers, typesetting & designing stamps, 
proofreading, invoicing, assembling, shipping, and 
operating our Trotec laser engravers. 
Required skills: 

- Windows XPNista/7 
- ability to pay close attention to small details 
- excellent English language proficiency 
- emotional inte11igence 
- top-notch customer service 
- PhotoShop/CorelDraw or desktop publishing 

Helpful skills: 
- Spanish or French language proficiency 
- internet marketing 

Starting pay is $11.00/hour, with paid vacation and 
holidays, training, bonus program and health 
insurance. 

jobs@simonstamp.com - (413) 863-6800 
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ties and have pride in their 
achievements. 

With that, the graduates were 
applauded and began their pro
cession to be awarded their 
diplomas, accompanied by the 
Turners Falls High School band. 
Awarding diplomas and con
gratulating graduates were 
Fitzpatrick, assistant principal 
William Bertoni, Ekstrom, and 
chair of the Gill-Montague 

from PLANT page 11 
smaller scale in the Long 
Island Sotmd, so tightening of 
regulations for nitrogen 
released into the Connecticut is 
likely on the horizon. 

Trombley said there are 
many sources of nitrogen being 
released into the Connecticut, 
including farm fertilizers, 
em1ss10ns from Midwest 
power plants, and runoff from 
fertilizers on residential lawns. 
But the wastewater treatment 
plants are sites the government 
can control by pe1mit, and so, 

school committee Michael 
Langknecht. There were smiles, 
lots of hugs, grads sharing in the 
moment with each other as they 
took turns moving each other's 
tassels from one side to the 
other of their mortarboards -
and then a party atmosphere 
ensued. 

Ekstrom closed with a quote 
from an tmknown author, "I 
hope your dreams take you to 

in anticipation, Trombley's 
crew is monitoring the month
ly levels of nitrogen now, hop
ing to devise an organic 
process to reduce this aspect of 
the waste stream too. 

A study four years ago said 
it might cost the town of 
Montague up to $4 million dol
lars to reduce the flow of nitro
gen from the treatment plant to 
acceptable levels. As with the 
installation of the Fournier 
press, Trombley said, "New 
technology may modify that 
amotmt somewhat. We're tly-

TOWN OF WENDELL 
Highway Department Employee 

June 9, 2011 

the comers of your smiles, to 
the highest of your hopes, to the 
windows of your oppo1tunities 
and to the most special places 
your heart has ever known." 

High school science teacher 
Bob Pearlman said to a friend in 
the crowd he wished the people 
at the education department 
could see this, saying, 
"Those kids had such a Ii~ 
great experience." II._~ 

ing to sidestep a very large 
expense the town faces 
if we get regulated in 1111■ 
the future." 11.!'4 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE 
tmRITT POLICE LOG 

Accident on Cave Hill Road 
Wedncsc:lay, 6/1 
6:49 p.m. One car accident at Cave 
Hill Road at the Sawmill River Brid e 

t -

ment. Minor injury, refi.ised treatment. 
Vehicle towed. Under investigation. 

The Town of Wendell seeks qualified a.ppli- agree to random drug tests during employment. 
cants for a full-time Highway Department Ability to work with public is essential. Salary 
Employee to work under the direction of the starts at $16.39 per hour. Benefits provided. 
Highway Superintendent. Responsible for all Application and/or resume and cover letter due 
duties involved in road maintenance, construe- by June 24, 2011. 
tion, and repair, including snow plowing, sand
ing and physical labor. Applicant must have a 
valid Class A or B CDL license with an air brake 
endorsement and get a Hoister's License within 
2 months of hiring. Applicant must also have a 
clean driving record, must pass a. town provided 
physical and dmg test prior to hiring, and must 

Highway Superintendent, P.O. Box 187, 
Wendell, MA 01379. For more infonna.tion, call 
Richard Wilder at (978) 544-3735. 

The Town of Wendell is an equal opportunity 
employer. 

TOWN OF WENDELL 
Request For Proposals Sale of Real Property at 78 Wicket Pond Road, Wendell, MA 

The Town of Wendell is seeking proposals for 
the sale of the Town-owned parcel of land, with 
improvements thereon, located at 78 Wicket 
Pond Road, Wendell, MA (the "Property"). The 
Property consists of approximately 30 acres of 
land, swTounded on all sides by conservation 
land, an original fa1m house dating from the early 
1800's, several outbuildings, and a small barn. 

Proposals will be accepted at the 
Selectboard's Office, P.O. Box 41, 9 Morse 
Village Road, Wendell, MA 01379, until 7:00 
pm. on Wednesday, July 13, 2011, at which time 
and place the proposals will be publicly opened. 
A site visit will take place on June 25 at 10 am. 

Questions may be directed to the Town 
Coordinator and copies of the full RFP may be 
obtained at the Selectboard's Office, 9 Morse 
Village Road, P.O. Box 41, Wendell, MA 01379, 
or by calling (978) 544-3395. 

Minimum proposal price is $25,000.00. 
The successful proposer and the Town shall 

enter into a purchase and sale agreement substan
tially similar to the Purchase and Sa.le Agreement 
contained in the RFP. The Property will be con
veyed subject to a conservation restriction limit
ing development to one residential dwelling, and 
restricting the use of the property to residential 
purposes, agriculture, aqua.culture, forestry and 
outbuildings or stmctures ancilla1y to such uses. 

The Town of Wendell, acting through its 
Selectboard, reserves the right to waive any 
infonnality, to negotiate any and all non-manda
to1y contract terms with the successful proposer, 
to select the proposal deemed in the best interest 
of the Town, and to reject any or all proposals if 
it is in the public interest to do so. 

Nancy Aldrich, Town Coordinator 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

Locally owned since 1941 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413-773· 1105 

Ill AboJt-Face We've Moved! 
Computer Solutions Phone: 413-863-5447 

Corrc,uter Sales.&Service 

Find us at: 

~ 

151 Avenue A, Turners Falls! 

www. about-face,com.puters.con1 

Turn yourcomputertroub/es punwe ~ 

• C!@y/SU@D1l® SowiplrOJJre 
• !FoW®cry 

• ~001!® AIT1t DrawoD1lg$ 001!~ 

!Fao01l0o01l~$ 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 
BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: corriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL SmEE1" • TURNERS fAllS, 1-M 01376 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

" P[T[R WAT[R5 -, 
HOUSE PAINTING 

~~
1t!~'::~-978-544-6534 \\:.,~1"

11 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN ENT Second Street Baking Company, Turners 
FaUs: Lovely Red Vega, indie, folk, 1 :30 
- 2.30 p.m 

EVERY TUESDAY in JUNE 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Kidleidoscope, story, activity and 
craft hour for young children ages 3-6, 
10:30 -1130 a.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Great Falls Farmers Market, Turners 
Falls: Great Falls Farmers Market locat
ed at Avenue A and Second Street, 2 - 6 
p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, every Thursday 
ni9ht, Dan, Kip and Shultzy from Curfy 
Fingers DuPree host. All are welcome. 
Instruments provided or bring your own. 
830-11:30 p.m. 

Thrive Project, Turners Falls Ping Pong, 
7 -9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

JUNE 10th THROUGH JULY 17th 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Exhibit featuring the graduating class of 
2011. 

NOW THROUGH JUNE 
Wendell Free Library: exhibition of 
recent paintings by Heather K. Lenz, ten 
oil paintings. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls The Down 
and Dirty Drag Show, Watcher, 9 30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range, 
Classic rock and dance music, 8-10 p.m. 

Greenfield Energy Park: Coop Concert 
Series, featuring Michael Orlen, Tom 
Carroll, and Small Change, 6-8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10th 
and SATURDAY, JUNE 11th 
All of Turners Falls: Water Under the 
Bridge Festival. Music performances at 
several venues in town. See listings 
below and at waterunderthebridge.info. 

Memorial Hall Theater, Shelburne Falls: 
Pothole picutures presents two docu
mentaries, Wild View, about the 
Connecticut River Valley. Also, Atacama, 
the Flowering Desert, 80 min. total for 
both films. Meet the filmmaker, director 

Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
z Turners Falls Josh Wachtel of Radio 
~ Free Earth, Americana, roots, world and 
~ original, 1 :45 - 2:15 p.m. 
3 
i Rendezvous deck, Turners Falls: Ronald 
~ and Adrian Meck, traditional and contem-
~ porary Celtic, 2 - 3 p.m. 

- -· ~ Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
~ Turners Falls: Heather Maloney, pop, 

folk singer, songwriter, 2:30 - 3 p.m. 
Christian Munoz-Donoso from 
Montague. Music featured before each 
showing at 7 p.m. Friday, Small Change 
- acoustic swing, & on Saturday, Last 
Night's Fun - Irish/Celtic music. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10th and 17th 
and SATURDAY JUNE 11th & 18th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Macbeth, 7 p.m. Also, 2 p.m. show 
on June 19th. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10th 

Rendezvous deck, Tunrers Falls: Daniel 
Hales and the frost heaves, indie, 
Americana, 3:- 3:45 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls Daniel Hales, and 
the frost heaves. at the Great Falls 
Coffeehouse, offering a mix of indie 
rock, psychedelic folk. 7 p.m. 

Ristorante Di Paolo, Turners Falls 
Larry Klein Trio, jazz, 6 - 9 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Una 
Jensen, pop rock singer songwriter, 
7 -8 p.m. 

Lovely_ Red Vega will play at 
Second Street Baking Company at 
1:30 p.rn. on Saturday, June 11th 

as part of the Wate1· Under the 
Bridge Music Festival, happening 

at venues a.ll over Turners Falls on 
June 10th and 11th. 

Burrito Rojo, T unrers Falls: Pitchfork, 
rock, 8 - 9 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: The 
Junkyard Dog Variety Show, with special 
guests and cfoor prizes, 9 - 10 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: David Faces 
North, rock, 10 - 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Nobody's 
Fat, funk-jazz, Mountain lnteNal, indie
experimental, 930 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Curly Fingers Dupree, rock, blues, funk, 
r&b, 8:30 - 11 :30 p.m. 

Extra Point Nightclub, Tuners Falls: DJ 
COV, 10 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Equalites, 9:30 p.m. 

Athol YMCA Pool: North Quabbin Films 
presents Toy Story 3, float and enjoy the 
film, 7p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, Acoustic driven originals, 9-11 
p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls All day 
celebration of Mocha Maya's sixth 
anniversary. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Kristin 
Hoffman, singer, songwriter, with special 
guest Elise Hayes, acoustic pop soul, 8 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls GeoP/us River Walk, 9:30 a.m. -
12 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Children's senes: Crayfish and 
aquatic insects, 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls Water Under the Bridge Bike Tour 
along the Canal-side bike path. Learn 
the history of bridges over the 
Connecticut River in T umers Falls, 1 :30 -
3:30 p.m. Free. 

Shutesbury Center: Shutesbury 250th 
Anniversary Parade.3 p.m. 

Second Street Baking Company, Turners 
Falls Heather Maloney, pop, folk singer, 
songwriter, 12 30 - 1 :30 p.m. 

Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
Turners Falls: Dakota Roberts, punk, 
folk, gypsy, 10 - 1 :30 p.m. 

Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
Turners Falls: Green River String Band, 
bluegrass, 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. 

Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
Turners FallsAnd the Kids and the 
Pirates, rock, folk, punk, 4 - 4:45 p.m. 

Brick House, Turners Falls Teen Battle 
of the Bands, anything and everything, 
Youth under age 25, 1-3 songs. PRIZESI 
To register, can 413-863-9559. 4- 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous deck, Turners Falls Green 
River String Band, bluegrass, 4 - 5 p.m. 

Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
Turners Falls: Sun Parade, indie folk 
rock, 5 - 5:45 p.m. 

Tum It Upl Stage in Peskeomskut Park, 
Turners Falls LuxDeluxe, indie rock, 6 -
6:45 p.m. 

Ristorante Di Paolo, Turners Falls 
Markamusic, Latin American, 6 - 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Bella's 
Bartok, 9:30 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Heavy Metal 
Night featuring: The Grave - Metal, 
Metal, and More Meta/-9 p.m. 

Extra Point Nightclub, Turners Falls: DJ 
COV, 10 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: John 
Sheldon and Blue Streak, 9 30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell The Reprobate 
Blues Band, 9-11 p.m. 

Leverett Town Hall: The Veterans 
Education Project and the Echo Lake 
Coffeehouse present an evening of 
songs and stones of war, eerforming will 
be John Sheldon, Al M,ller, Ron and 
Adrian Meck. 7:30 p.m. 

!vfemonal Hall n,eater 

POlH□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

June 10th & 11th at 7:30 p.m. 
WILD VIEW 

& ATACAMA 
Montague Director Christian Munoz-

Music 1/2 hour before movie: 
Fri. Small Change, Sat. Last Night's Fun 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Adam 
Bergeron, classical piano, 1 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Luke 
Mui/ho/land Band, classic blues rock, 
with special guest Glenn Roth, innova
tive finger style guitarist, 7:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY JUNE 12th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Watershed Poets and Watershed 
Wildflowers, 2 - 3:30 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell John Sheldon, 9 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 8 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill: Lovely Red Vega 
with Carrie Ferguson and the Cherry 
Street Band, 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, JUNE 13 
Wendell Town Hall Edible Forest 
Garden Workshop, Learn how to create 
a beautiful, low-maintenance, edible 
landscape for your home or farm. 
Presented by Jonathan Bates, Food 
Forest Farm. 7 - 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: showing of 
Pee-Wee's Big Adventure. Free. 

Gill Commons Denise Gendron, Gill 
Summer Concert Series, 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Quizmaster 
Chad's Quiz Nite Quiz, 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 16th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: How to be a Field Artist, with 
Gordon Morrison, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Peter Siegel 
and Friends, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wai/in Dave 
Robinson & Tommy Fi/ault, blues-based 
roots music, 9 - 10 p.m. 

Greenfield Energy Park Coop Summer 
Concert Series, Green River String 
Band, Barry Higgins, Daniel Hales anil 
the frost heaves. 6-8 p.m. 

Monta9ue Bookmill: Redwing Blackbird, 
The Tna/s and T ribu/ations, and Me/aena 
Cadiz, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY,JUNE 17th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, eclectic har
monic rock, 9 -11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Superkart, 
and Daniel Hales and the frost heaves. 
9:30 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill: Berbere Superstar, 
BWoo, with Kieran Lally, Horseb/adder 
and Plan D. 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Heroes in Trouble, 9 30 p.m 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18th 
Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club: First 
Annual Mutton & Mead Festival, tradi
tionally known as a Renaissance Faire, 
is the first of its kind for Montague and 
will bring together fun, food, ancl enter
tainment with a medieval flair. This will 

111111(1 11151 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER 

UNDERGROWTH FARM 
CSA SHARES 

Get fresh veggies weekly at The Brick 
House. Weekly distribution of fresh 
organic vegetables grown in Gill from 
June 22nd to September 14th. Sign up 
now for a 13 week season. $230 -$290 
sliding scale ($18-$22/week). 
Call (413) 863-9197 or email 

gingerbeet@gmail.com for more info or 
look for our brochures around town. 
Sales support local growers and raise 

funds for the Summer Workshop 
Series at The Brick House (AKA the 
Free School). 

15 

be a day for everyone, kids, teens, and 
adults alike, and dressing up in period 
costumes will heighten the experience 
for everyone. See montaguema.net. 10 
a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Sixth Annual Family Fish Day, 
Including a Visit from the Watershed on 
Wheels Express, Free raffle for every
thing from fishing gear to fishing tripsl No 
need to bring any equipment, we have it 
all. Learn how to tie flies, cast fly fishing 
rods, and go fishing in Barton Cove. 
There will also be face painting and fish 
printingl Call 413-863-3221 to register, 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer with DJ Bex, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Burrie & Friends, 
acoustic rock, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Pry.maul, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Canal-side Nature Walk, Start the 
day off right with an early morning nature 
walkl We will leisurely explore level 
paved bike trails and village sidewalks. 8 
-9:30 a.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Canoe Barton Cove, Join the 
Northfield Mountain Recreation and 
Environmental Center for an intro to 
canoe safety, paddling on the 
Connecticut River and tile magic of 
Barton Cove. Space is limited so regis
tration is encouraged. 413-863-3221. 
Two trips 1-230 pm and 3-4:30 pm. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Pat and Tex 
LaMountain, Americana, free, 7:30 p.m. 

Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Thrive 
Show, 4 p.m. 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 6/10 9 - 11 p.m. 
Ricliard Chase Group 

Saturday, 6/11 9 - ll_p.m. 
The Reprobate Blues ~and 
Stwday, 6/12 8 - 10 p.m. 

John Sheldon 
Thursday, 6/16 1 - 4 p.m. 
Wail.in' Dave Robinson & 

Tommy Filault 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 6/9 9PM $5 
Down & Dirty Drag Show 

Watcher lrock/indiel 

WATER UNDER THE BRIDGE 
MUSIC FESTIVAL-6/10 & 11 

waterunderlhebridge.info 

FRI 6/10 9:30 $5 
Nobody's Fat (jazz/funkl 

Mountain lntenal findie. rock) 

SAT 6/11 $5 
Bella's Bartok !gypsy stomp! 

SUN 6/ 12 8PM FREE 
TNTKARAOKE 

b 
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

AUTO RATES GOING UP? 
Count on us for 
LOW RATES! 

413.863.4373 
.H.ios 
SURANC 

ADE.Ne-I. INC. 
www.ahrlst.com 

159 Ave A Turners Falls 

' 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

c::::.;:i 
CHEVFla.ET 

Avalanche Colorado Suhurban Tahoe ~ulnox Traverse Vans 

Jofiriny·Austin ·sares • 
Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

ontague 

8~~!!~!-L 
413-367-9206 

www.montaguebookmill.com 
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Misfits Welcome to the Prom in Wendell 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - This 
Saturday, dust off your corsages 
and put on your dancing shoes for 
the third annual Wendell Misfit 
Prom. 

Organizer Donna Hom said 
the event is a chance for anyone 
who didn't like their first prom to 
have a do-over. Even if you did 
enjoy your first prom, you won't 
be turned away. 

"You can go any way you like 
for this prom," promised Hom, 
who moonlights as a cashier at 
the Wendell Count:Iy Store when 

she is not organizing community 
events for quirky people. "Take a 
date, take any amount of dates; 
this is a chance to do it right!" 

The all-girl fave band 
Dedicated to Delilah will be per
f01ming live on stage with clas
sics from the 60s, 70s, and 80s, 
with the surprise addition of 
Llama Lasagna, described as a 
theat:Iical cover band. Fire spin
ners will pe1fo1m feats of 
pyrotechnic amazement on the 
town common, and the photo 
booth will be busy snapping 

Powertown Music and Turners Falls RiverCulturn present: 

AL 

FRIDAY NIGHT AND AFTERNOON-NIGHT SATURDAY 
THROUGHOUT DOWNTOWN TURNERS FALLS, MA 

11,fOAl 

prom photos you wished you had 
the ne1ve to take decades ago. 

The Samba D. Love-Us 
Drummers will be rapping out a 
rock steady beat, and Genevieve 
Gaignard has promised to pop by 
for a picture pe1fect lip synch ses
sion. Judges Suzy Polucci, Karen 
Copeland and Paul Richmond 
will be scanning the crowd for 
the most fabulous people in the 
nm-up to crowning this year's 
prom King and Queen. 

"I invented the Misfit Prom," 
Hom declared proudly. "I wanted 
to dress up like Princess Barbie. I 
have a great big pink poofy dress, 
and there are not nearly enough 
opportunities to wear a big pink 
poofy dress in Wendell." Not to 
mention the tiara. 

from LOW CARBON pg 13 
heating systems of the town 
office building and library. 
Voters approved taking 
$70,000 from stabilization to 
buy a new dump huck for the 
highway department and 
$15,000 for site work and con
strnction of a new playground 
next to the library, a process 
that will use volunteer and pro
fessional work. Some money 
for that project will come from 
other sources. 

In accordance with a 100-
year-old state law, the town 
took its second ballot vote to 
create a municipal lighting 
plant, to provide the legal basis 

The amazing Horn sisters. Left: Tina Horn of ''Dedicated to Deliah," 
right, Donna Horn, creator of the Misfits Prom. 

(Photo taken at the first Wendell Misfits Prom in 2009) 

The Misfit Prom starts at 7 p.m. this Saturday, June 11th. 
Be there, even if you are square. 

people who find the town 
office building less convenient 
than the library and the 
Wendell Countiy Store, voters 
approved an article to reduce 
the number of posting places to 
one, the enclosed bulletin 
board at the town office build
ing. 

a quornm. 

4 for facilitating the delive1y of 
broadband internet access to 
eve1y house in town through 
the newly fo1med municipal 
collaborative, Wired West. 

Suppo1ters of the measure, 
members of town committees, 
cited the difficulty created by 
the state open meeting law that 
requires a full agenda to be 
posted for every meeting, 
which has required volunteer 
board members to drive around 
town for every meeting. 
Highway commission chair 
Hany Williston said the com
mission gets about one visitor a 
year. Idoine said the finance 
committee has had only one 
visitor in the seven years he 
has been a member (this time). 

Voters approved an a1ticle 
that would allow residential 
customers to pa1ticipate in the 
Hampshire Council of 
Governments aggregated sup
ply of electricity. Many towns 
and school districts have 
already pa1ticipated in the pro
gram for municipal buildings, 
and have saved money every 
year, if not eve1y month, and 
with the approval of this a1ticle 
residential customers may soon 
have the same opportunity, 
with the further approval of the 
selectboard and the DPU. 
Residential electricity cus
tomers in Wendell will auto
matically participate in this 
program unless they chose to 
opt out using a stamped enve
lope and fo1m the Hampshire 
Council will supply to all cus
tomers. 

1l1o BRICK HOOSE 

On Tuesday, moderator 
Kathy Becker announced that 
the ballot vote to create a 
municipal lighting plant car-
ried 60 votes for, 3 against, 
with one abstention. 

After some objection from 

The town approved reduc
ing the official number of web
site committee members from 
5 to 3, which would allow the 
two members who regularly 
come to meetings to constitute 

Voters approved zoning 
bylaw changes to decrease the 
required distance between a 
single house, or a 
duplex, to a town right 11, 
of way to 35 feet. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

r . . l Rachel J Roy 
lnTUIT QuickBo.oks Works 

Setup <~ Tro11bl1tshaoli11g 

Rt'porl Develapnw/11 & Initial Dara Enfrv 

Training 
Rcaso11able Ratet 

Spec:ializi11g in Small Cantracwrs 

5 Pleasant Street, Turners Falls MA 01376 
racheljroy@comcast.net 413-863-5459 

Turners Falls 
Pizza House 

119 Avenue A 
863-8000 
We Deliver 
Grinders • Dinners • Beer & Wine . 
Open7days•41yearsontheAve It's Pizza Time! 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • t•1 & 3rd Thws Jazz 

Glass 15, Bottle 120, Appelizerr l10 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

~~Ill 
scsc 

SHANWIU CONSTRUCTION 

~uP~cY Co. INc. 
",Rock solid service with levei advice" 

♦• mf>iete Masonry Supply 
Offering a complete line of pavers, 
waU stone, retatntng wall block and more. ~--~ 
298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. MainSt,Brottleboro www.shanahansupply.com 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~~~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Thai Massage 
50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 

Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

Huge Selection of Passenger, 
Light Truck/SUV, Truck, Farm, 
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer, 
Lawn & Garden, ATV 

Bf'GSJ' 
Tires for Work. Tires for Play. 

www.petestire.com 
Northampton• 186 North King St. 413-586-8815 
Brattleboro • 220 Old Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628 
Orange • 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Co-me For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 




