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Biomass Opponents 
Gearing up for 
Greenfield Vote 
BY JOSHUA WATSON 
GREENFIELD - Biomass 
opponents are urging 
Greenfield voters to the polls on 
Tuesday to decide on referenda 
which could block the sale of 
treated wastewater to Pioneer 
Renewable Energy for use as a 
cooling agent for PRE's pro
posed 47-megawatt biomass 
plant, to be constmcted in the 
Greenfield industrial park. 

Though the Greenfield Town 
Council voted to approve the 
proposal to enter into a contract 
with the plant's owner to sell 
the wastewater, Questions 1, 2 
and 3 on the June 8th ballot 
could ove1tum that vote. 

In order to do so, 25% of 
Greenfield's registered voters 
must participate in the election, 
and a majority of these voters 
must vote "no." 

Pioneer recently withdrew 
its application for the 
Reclaimed Water Pe1mit it had 
submitted to the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, citing "timing con
straints" and concerns that 
delays in the application 
process would hinder progress 
in the plant's planning. 

Matt Wolfe, principal of 
Pioneer, said in a press release 
the plant would use "diy cool
ing," with air di-iven by large 
fans to cool the steam from the 
turbine, rather thai1 use the 

see BIOMASS pg 13 

Town Meeting to 
Decide on GMRSD 

Assessment 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Although the 
Gill-Montague school commit
tee has approved superintendent 

• Carl Ladd's $16.53 million level 
funded budget request for the 
coming fiscal year, as it tums 
out, that level funded budget 
would cost the town of 
Montague $401,255 (5.6%) 
more on the FY ' 11 assessment 
thai1 the town spent for the 
GMRSD in FY '10. 

Yvette Dodge stands lqy one of ma'!)' tall pines that blew down on herproperty on Mountain Road last Wednesdqy. 

Gill Hit Hard by Last Week's Storm 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH cleairing up for the next two st01m. "The wind was blowing 
GILL - The severe thunder- weeks. River Road and Mountain and the kids were upstairs yelling 
sto1ms that ravaged the ai·ea on Road were hit the hardest." they could hear trees cracking. I 
Wednesday night last week did On Mountain Road, more than was afraid one of the tall pines by 
not spare the town of Gill. Most 50 tall pines were blown over in our house would fall on us. One 
Gill roads were blocked with a wooded area off of Main Road, tree is already leaning toward the 
fallen or broken trees. owned by the Dodge family. Five house." 

"Mountain Road, Main Road, trees came down across power The trees on Mountain Road 
West Gill Road, Ben Hale Road, lines, knocking over a light pole were blown over in a swath, par
Pisgah Mountain Road, River with a transfo1mer on top and allel to Main Road, in the mid 
Road, Hoe Shop Road and blocking Mountain Road. The section of the grove of trees. Not 
Bascomb Hollow Road on the power is back on, but the trans- all made it to the ground. Groups 
Greenfield side were all closed," fo1mer is still sitting by the side of three or four are still hung up 
highway supe1111tendent Mickey of the road. on other trees. They creak and 
Laclaire said. "We've got all of "It was sca1y," said Yvette crack in the wind, showing signs 
them open now, but we'll be Dodge, recalling the late night 

see GILL pg 8 

Town adininistrator Abbon
danzio said that increase is due 
"mainly to the loss of state aid 
and the reduction in the amount 
of excess and deficiency mo1ries 
the school disti-ict has allocated," 
to meet operating costs this year. 
"They've committed half of their 
projected E&D money for FY 
' 11, and they want to save the 
other half for FY '12," 
Abbondanzio said. 

The excess and deficiency 
account is the school disti-ict's 
free cash rese1ves, left over from 
unspent line items annually, or 
unanticipated revenues. 

Abbondanzio said the school 
committee would likely seek a 
small increase to the proposed 
$7,602,878 assessment for 
Montague at annual town meet
ing on Saturday, because the per
centage of students from 
Montague attending disti·ict 
schools has 1-isen slightly in com
pa11son to Gill. 

see GMRSD pg 12 

FURBISHING THE A VE 

Around Brook's Bend Growing for the Future at Bloody Brook Fann 

;\: , ... 
Laurie Callahan staffi Blklc!J Brook FarmJ stall at the Great Falis Farmers Market 

BY JOHN FURBISH 
GREAT FALLS - The 
Bloody Brook Frum is a 
pillai· of the Avenue's 
weekly Great Falls 
Farmers Market, wlrich 
takes place on Wedi1esday 
aBemoons from 2:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at the comer of 

2nd Street. 
Last summer we got to 

know their cheerful worker 
Laurie Callahan. The 
fa1m's delicious offerings 
are produced the old-fash
ioned way, with 25 acres of 
good tillable soil, hard con
scientious work, and help 

from nature. No pesticides, 
growth ho1mones, or 
chemical fe1tilizers are 
used at Bloody Brook, 
which distinguishes their 
produce from much you 
may find at the groce1y 
stores. 

see AVENUE pg 9 

Shetland lambs at BrookJ Bend Farm 
BY ANN FEITELSON 
MONTAGUE CTR - Old 
Sunderland Road rises out 
of Montague Center, and 
rolls along a pasture or two 
on its way to a steep 
descent to the Connecticut 
River. Between town and 
river, past a small bridge 
over Cranbeny Pond 
Brook, at tl1e summit of a 

hillock, lies Brook's Bend 
Fa1m, owned since 2003 by 
Suzanne Webber and Al 
Miller. 

Skitte11ng in their yai·d 
ai·e chicks and poults (baby 
turkeys). Out in the field 
ai·e 23 shaggy Shetland 
ewes accompanied by 35 
month-old lambs. The 
flock creates a symphony 

of low-pitched calls (from 
the adults) and high
pitched bleats (from the 
lambs): "ma, me-uh," 
answered by "da, ah, 
eh,"an arrhythmic call and 
response sounding some
what like ''Mommy" and 
"darling." 

The flock is flicke11ng 
see BROOK'S pg 14 



GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a m. to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Friday
at Noon. Meal reservations must
be made a day in advance by
11:00 a m. Messages can be left
on our machine when the center
is not open. Council on Aging
Director is Roberta Potter. For
information or to make meal
reservations, call (413) 863-
9357. Call the senior center for
information on any programs.

Monday, June 7th
10:00 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
10:45 a.m.  Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m.  Knitting Circle
Tuesday, June 8th
9:00 a m.  Walking Group
1:00 p.m.  Canasta
Wednesday, June 9th
9:00 a m.  Foot Clinic

10:00 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
11:15 a m.  Friends Meeting
12:45 p m.  Bingo
Thursday, June 10th
10:00 a m.  Coffee and conver-
sation
1:00 p.m.  Pitch
Friday, June 11th
10:00 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
10:45 a.m.  Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m.  Scrabble
1:00 p.m.  Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for
activities and congregate meals.
For info and reservations, call
Polly Kiely, Senior Center
Director, at (413) 423-3308.
Lunch is daily at 11:30 a.m.,
with reservations 24 hours in
advance. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping,

or medical necessity. 

Monday, June 7th
9:00 a.m.  Tai Chi
12:00 noon  Pitch
Tuesday, June 8th
8:45 a.m.  Chair Aerobics
10:15 a m.  Senior Business
Meeting
12:30 p m.  Painting
Wednesday, June 9th
8:45 a.m  Line Dancing
12:00 p m.  Bingo
Thursday, June 10th
8:45 a.m.  Aerobics
Friday, June 11th
11:30 a m.  LUNCH - Out to eat
at Old Time New England
Seafood Restaurant, Athol 

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming programs. Call the
Center if you need a ride.
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Awesome Personality

Kiko

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES – June 7th to 11th

PET OF THE WEEK FFFF AAAA CCCC EEEE SSSS     &&&&     PPPP LLL AAAA CCCC EEEE SSSSMONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS

Genealogy Gathering at the Carnegie Library

Writers Wanted
The Montague Reporter

is seeking to hire
committed reporters

to cover local
school committee and
selectboard meetings.

If you aren’t committed yet,
we can get you committed.

For details call
(413) 863-8666.

My name is Kiko and I’m a
three-year-old short hair cat in
need of a good home. Who’s
black and shiny and fun all
over? Kiko! That’s me! You can
probably tell from my picture
that I’m handsome, but what
you can’t see is that around the
adoption center I’m known for
my awesome purrsonality! I’m a
bit of an attention hog. But I
can’t help myself! I just love
people so much. What I need  is
a family of my own to give me
the love and attention I so des-
perately need. Black  cats are
sometimes overlooked, but
please come see me! You won’t
regret it! For more information
on adopting me, please contact
the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email:

413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com   closed Mondays

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor

Shelburne Falls

BY SARA CAMPBELL
ERVINGSIDE - Local
researchers will gather at the
Carnegie Library on Tuesday,
June 8th, at 6:00 p.m. to share
their research successes and
struggles at the monthly meet-
ing. Plans are being made for a
speakers’ series later in the sum-
mer, as well as a group project to
increase awareness of the value

of preserving historic family
records. Come share the fun of
genealogy!

Meetings are posted at
rememberingancestors.blogspot.
com, along with a dialogue con-
cerning genealogical resources.  

Contact rememberingances-
tors@yahoo.com to be put on
the mailing list.

EXCAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks -

Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Septic Systems Installed

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING

413-863-3652

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS

Swing Dancing for Teens and Tweens
On Sunday, June 6th, from

3:30 p m. to 5:30 p m., dance
instructor Tricia Lea will
demonstrate some sweet swing
dance and lindy hop moves,
before teaching basic steps to
the group. No partners or experi-

ence necessary. Go to tnt.wen-
dellmass.us to watch videos of
the styles. The library will be
open from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m. that day.

For more information, call
978-544-3559.

HIGH SCHOOL ART SHOW - The Turners Falls High
School Art Show and Open House has been rescheduled for
Thursday, June 3rd from 6:30 - 8:30 p m. The show features the
work of students from grades 9 through 12 in fine arts to graphic
design, from video to sculpture and ceramics to music.

TURNERS FALLS -
PowerTown Music presents the
Water Under the Bridge Music
Festival next weekend, Friday,
June 11th and Saturday, June
12th in downtown Turners Falls.

Water Under the Bridge is
a two day festival of music at
12 different venues, with
over 40 artists from the
Pioneer Valley and beyond.  

Venues include The
Rendezvous, the Shea
Theater, Burrito Rojo,
Ristorante DiPaolo, Round
Here Café, 2nd Street
Bakery, Jakes, Peskeomskut
Park, the Hallmark Gallery,
Great Falls Discovery
Center, and the Brick House.

Full information and
schedule is available at
www.turnersfallsrivercul-
ture.org and www.power-
townmusic.com.

Acts scheduled to appear
include Naia Kete, Stone

Coyotes, Rusty Belle,
MarKamusic, Boxcar Lillies,
Ray Mason, Heather Maloney,
Ghost Quartet, The Banjo
Queen with Jared Libby,
Owiehops, Darlingside, Bellas

Bartok, Daniel Hales and the
Frost Heaves, The Warblers,
Dakota Roberts, Katie Sachs,
Phantom Fairlane Eric D’ambra,
Brooke Brown Saracino, Jamie
Kent, Trials and Tribulations,

MarKamusic, Box Car
Lillies, Micheal Orlean,
23 Enigma Horrible,
Appettite Who Da Funk
It?, Tom Woodbury,
Steve Nelson, The
Mitchell’s, Opel, Space
Captain, Dave Dersham,
Carrie Ferguson, Paul
Root, Ronald Meck,
Presentense, Sue Kranz,
Chris Scanlon,
D a r l i n g s i d e ,
GrooveShoes!

This downtown
music festival takes
place in partnership
with Turners Falls
River Culture and is
sponsored by Turn it
UP!

The Stone Coyotes will appear at 9:30 p.m.
on Saturday, June 12th for a CD release

performance at Burrito Rojo

“54 Years on the Ave”
Ed, Denise & KariAnn

74 Avenue A • 863-2085

Now Featuring
Men’s Crew
Hair Care
Products

also
Gift Certificates

Ed’s Barber Shop

HOME REPAIR
COUNSELORS WANTED

Franklin County Home Care
(FCHCC) is looking for volun-
teers to help elders access the
FCHCC online Consumer
Home Repair Guide.
Counselors will also help eld-
ers access funds to pay for
home repairs and weatheriza-
tion.

Training will be June 8th &
14th from 4:00 to 6:30 p m. at
Franklin County Home Care,
330 Montague City Road,
Turners Falls.

Please call Ms. Chris
Baronas at (413) 773-5555,
extention 2229 or (978) 544-
2259, extention 2229 or via
email at cbaronas@fchcc.org.

WATER UNDER THE BRIDGE MUSIC FESTIVAL
Friday, June 11th and Saturday June 12th

Learn to “Grow Food
Everywhere” at a free tour and
workshop on Saturday, June
12th at Seeds of Solidarity, 165
Chestnut Hill Road in Orange.

The morning tour is from
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. followed by
an optional optional potluck
lunch. The afternoon workshop

is on No-till Gardening from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m..

This event is free, no pre-reg-
istration. For directions and
more information visit
www.seedsofsolidarity.org or
contact Deb Habib at (978) 544-
9023.

Seeds of Solidarity consists

of a farm, home, and non-profit
organization with educational
programs and a mission to
“inspire people to grow food
and use renewable energy in
their communities.” The tour
features solar hoophouses, ener-
gy efficient buildings, abundant
market gardens and more.

Seeds of Solidarity Offers Free Tour and Workshop

Kimberly Santiago, Linoleaum Block Print
Grade 9, TFHS            Anne Harding Photo

NANCY L. DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

A§o!I. 

BRFAKFASr' LUNOI & DINNER 
OAIL V SPECIALS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

Soups & Prns 
sunoAY BR[AHfAST 7 - ~ 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON the power went out. 
CLEGG - The fast moving thun- And there was the 
derstonns that hit the area on omnipresent, quaint old stand-by, 
Wednesday night, May 26th, people listening to small batte1y 
brought more than just downed powered radios to find out what 
trees, branches, power lines and was going on. 
property damage. The storm had The sto1m did cause signifi
a definite impact on the human cant damage to homes and cars. 
relations as many of our villages Chain saws will be growling for a 
went days without power. while yet cutting up those trees 

Neighbors could be seen that used to shade the yard. But 
checking in on and helping each sometimes, when "Mother 
other. In many cases, generators Nature" comes calling in this 
were being shared between manner, it helps folks to remem
homes, with extension cords ber all the conveniences we have, 
strung over fences and through and how they sometimes distract 
windows. Children, freed from us from the simple pleasures of 
the tether of video games, were to spending time with fainily and 
be seen outside running through friends, and the satisfaction that 
sprinklers or zipping around on can be gained from helping out 
scooters and bikes. Barbecues our neighbors. 
sprang up eve1ywhere, with The Great Falls Fa1mers 
friends and neighbors sharing Market will hold its first Sunday 
food before it spoiled in warm market on June 13th from noon 
refrigerators and conversations until 4:00 p.m., on the comer of 
about what they were doing when 2nd Street and Avenue A. 

f5ike Races! 
BY ANNE HARDING 
MONTAGUE - The first of five 
Montague Training Criterium 
bike races went off without a 
hitch Wednesday evening, May 
26th, at the Turners Fall 
Industrial Park. 

Montague resident and race 
organizer Greg Garrison was 
pa1ticularly excited about the 
event since the nearest siinilar 
races are in Plainfield, CT and 
eastern Massachusetts. 

About 40 racers and their 
fans convened just past the 

Franklin County Technical 
School at the juncture of the one 
kilometer loop, toward the end 
of Industrial Boulevard. The "B 
Race" started at 6 p.m. and rid
ers did 25 laps around the loop. 
The more experienced riders 
took pa1t in the 35 lap "A Race" 
at 7 p.m. 

The series is hosted by the 
No1thampton Cycling Club, for 
the next four Wednesdays. For 
more info1mation, potential rac
ers should contact Ganison at 
413-863-8616. 

Racers round the bend at the first Wednesdqy night Ctite1ium 
at the Montague Industrial park. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Interested vendors should call 
Don at 413-336-3648. 

A trip to downtown Turners 
Falls that Sunday could be well 
wo1th your time. The Great Falls 
Discove1y Center will also be 
open until 4:00 p.m. and the 
Turners Falls Fishway at Unity 
Park is open until 5:00 pm 

Fish p1int your ve1y own T
shirt or create other great works 
of art on Saturday, June 12th 
from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. at 
the Turners Falls Fishway. You 
will be able to use accurate repli
cas of Connecticut River fish to 
design you T-shiit or make a great 
Father's Day present. The event 
is free and recommended for chil
dren over the age of six. Please 
wear clothes that can get stained. 

And speaking of great works 
of art, score another point for 
Turners Falls as a cultural center. 
The latest issue of the New York 
literaiy magazine, Zen Monster, 
contains an entire section ofpoet-
1y entitled "Turners Falls 
Feature." It even displays the pro
nouncement prominently on the 
cover. The feature contains 
poelllS from a group reading at 
The Rendezvous in June of 2008. 
The local poets featured include 
Turners Falls residents Pati'icia 
Pmitt and Chi'istopher Sawyer
Laucanno, and Greenfielder 
Edward Foster. The other poets 
were Lisa Bourbeau from New 
HampshiI·e and New Yorkers 
John High, Andrea Libin, Murat 
Nemet-Nejat and Simon Pettet. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@Jnontaguema.net 
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Relay for Life a Network 
of Miracle Workers 

BY JOLINA BLIER & 
KAT PALSO 
GREENFIELD - Relay for 
Life is more than just an event, 
it is a network of "miracle 
workers" coming together to 
tiy to save the lives of cancer 
victims all over the countly. 

Relay for Life raises hun
dreds of thousands of dollars 
every year, and gives 100% of 
the money raised to the 
American Cancer Society for 
cancer research. Each individ
ual who participates gains a 
sense of accomplishment, ful
fillment, and pride. 

Every year, Relays take 
place all over the country. We 
are fortunate enough to have a 
Relay for Life in our ve1y own 
Franklin County. 

The relay takes place at the 
Franklin County fairgrounds in 
June. This year, the relay will 
take place on Jtme 11th and 
12th, and participants will be 
celebrating the 15th anniver
sary of the Relay for Life. 

Over the course of the week
end, thousands of people will 
walk laps arotmd the half mile 
lumina1y lit track to help raise 
money and awareness for the 
fight against cancer. 

Last year, over 350 cancer 
survivors joined us to celebrate 
how far research has come, and 

to express hope that scientists 
soon find a cure for cancer. 

People from all over 
Franklin Cotmty create relay 
teams and ftmdraise htmdreds 
of dollars for this very impor
tant cause. In the hours people 
spend at the Relay, they form a 
joyful bond with each other. 

They are all there for the 
same reason: they want to find 
a cure for cancer. Eve1yone 
greets each other with a warm 
smile. We hope to see even 
more people on the track this 
year than we have in any previ
ous year! 

The Relay for Life is a wor
thy cause and ftmdraiser where 
all ages have the time of their 
lives. We hope more commtmi
ty members will want to 
become a part of this amazing 
fundraiser, helping to raise 
money and spread the word 
until that long-awaited day 
when we finally find a cure. 

Call 413-863-3167 for more 
info1mation on the Relay for 
Life. 

Jolina Blier is a sophomore, 
and Kat Palso a senior at 
Turners Falls High School. 
They are the children s activity 
co-chair and chair for the 
Relay for Life. 

Berkshire Botanical Garden Visits Sheffield School 
BY SUSAN PELIS 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Wednesday, May 5th, the three 
first grade classes at the 
Sheffield Elementa1y School in 
Turners Falls were treated to a 
visit by youth education coordi
nator Judy Boschetti, from the 
BerkshiI·e Botanical Garden. 

Boschetti spent an hour in 
each classroom presenting a 

program entitled "the Science of 
Spring." She taught students 
about the different pa1ts of seeds 
and their purpose. Boschetti led 
an activity using articles of 
clothing to teach the boys and 
girls how each seed pa1t ftmc
tions. 

Boschetti helped each sh1-
dent plant a tomato plant 
seedling. She discussed the 

Leverett Coop Spring Fling 
MOORES CORNERS - Road. The party will be 
The Leverett Village Coop going on from 10 a.m. to 5 
Spring Fling is coming on p.m., with live music featur
Saturday, June 19th, at the ing John Sheldon starting at 
coop on Rattlesnake Gutter noon. Delicious food will be 
Road, just a few miles east of available for purchase. 
Route 63 off North Leverett Vendors are welcome: $15 

roots, stem, and leaves, teaching 
the purpose of each plant part. 
Each student was able to take 
his or her seedling home to plant 
in the fainily garden. 

The program was suppo1ted 
in pa1t by a grant from the 
Montague Cultural Cotmcil, a 
local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Culhrral 
Council, a state agency. 

in advance, or S20 at the 
door; kids set up for free. 
(Please bring your own table 
& shade). Questions? 
Contact: Roxanna at 413-
367 -2084 or roxanna
keen@earthlink.net. 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~aissance lil:nders 
~alitp, friftsmanship, ©rginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 I] 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MAO 1360 

Office: 413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498·0208 

BarbaraA.Edson-Greenwald HomePhone:413-863-9166 
ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413-863-0218 
REALTOR' Email ~son1@comcast.net 

/::-?-~ Brian R. San Soucie 
~- Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Stri:e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

-Pipion!f.!_ffSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Baseball & Softball Supplies 
• Fishing & Hunting Licences 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Anancial Partner 

BestLocalBank.com 
Reach All locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

~ = MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 
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Our Schools, Our 
Community will Endure 

BY PATRICIA CROSBY 
GILL - Any Massachusetts 
public school still standing in a 
working class or poor neigh
borhood these days is a sur
vivor - not just literally, hav
ing evaded the wrecking ball or 
the decisive stroke of the 
downsizer 's pen, but also in the 
modem day emotional sense of 
the word: tough, scrappy, and 
enduring. 

Gill-Montague, or more 
specifically and historically, 
the Turners Falls school system 
and the Gill Elementary 
School, have long been sur
vivors in those senses of the 
word. They have endured 
much, including experiments, 
meddling, political footballing, 
neglect and abuse, and they 
have given up little (school 
buildings, grade levels, Latin 
classes, late buses) without a 
heck of a fight. What they have 
kept is a steady belligerence, 
and despite all odds, and in the 
face of tmwananted disdain, a 
persistent pride. 

Maybe it's the immigrant in 
them that makes Turners and 
Gill citizens, especially ctll1'ent 
and fonner students (many of 
the latter now town fathers and 
mothers) persevere the way 
they do. French, Irish, Polish -
I don't know which ethnicity 
was here first (well, after the 
Native Americans and the 
industrialists, that is) nor if it 
matters, but I do know that I 
see myself, my father and 
mother, and my grandparents in 
the faces of many of these 
Turners and Gill residents, 
including in faces a different 
color than my own. 

I see my parents' and grand
parents' forbearance and digni
ty; the weariness of long work 
hours in the set of their shoul
ders, their delight in a hard
earned patch of vegetable or 
flower garden; their mischie
vous and defiant planting of a 
clothesline, a plaster stah1e, or 
a trailer right where their tonier 
neighbor would have much 
prefened they not. I feel some
times like I see all of this when 
I walk down the side streets off 
Avenue A, sit in a Gill town 
meeting, or drive through a 

succession of lovely though 
humble streets to Yelena's for 
an ice cream. 

Perhaps it's my imagination, 
but I think it's this heritage, this 
kind of village ethos, that will 
allow Turners and Gill, includ
ing their public schools, to out
last and even triumph over the 
cavilers and the naysayers. The 
long-time citizens, the ones 
that never strayed very far and 
aren't going any place now, 
will quietly join hands with the 
newcomers, especially the ones 
who appreciate the area's 
homely beauty and quiet cha1m 
- not just its 'potential' or its 
'pristine-ness' - and will find a 
way to keep the streets clean, 
support appropriate business 
growth, nurture neighbor
hoods, preserve common 
spaces, and yes, save the 
schools. They will do it despite 
some ridicule and some impa
tience, and perhaps have to 
endure some roughing up along 
the way, but they will do it 
because it's the right thing to 
do, and because it's theirs. 

And when the zeal for edu
cation 'reform' has burned 
itself out or been dive1ted else
where, there will be left behind 
the same solid group of sh1b
bom people, supporting their 
kids through schools that have 
never been short of profession
als of tremendous good will 
and considerable talent, huning 
out citizens who give back to 
their commtmities from near 
and far. Citizens who don't 
have to remember as a long
ago and faraway dream a time 
when we provided our educa
tion the old-fashioned way -
locally, democratically, and 
honestly. Instead we will know 
it as a persistent and enduring 
reality, here and now. 
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The last three chairs of the Gill-Montague School Committee have all been elected from North 
S tree!. The trend can't continue for long, ho1vever. N orlh S tree! is on!J about one block long. 

UTTER TOOTHE EDITOR 

Greenfield: Vote No on Biomass 
We should all have a healthy 

mistrust of government and big 
business, considering recent 
radioactive leaks at Ve1mont 
Yankee and the oil spill in the 
Gulf. As Gary Sanderson put it 
in a recent column in the 
Recorder, "And, yes, hate to 
say it (not really) but that 
includes snake-oil salesman 
Matthew Wolfe, our friendly 
biomass man - you know, the 
one who supposedly has 
Franklin Cotmty's best interests 
in mind. It's a joke, not just 
toxic smoke, something else he 
has no sho1t supply of." 

Mr. Wolfe now says he will 
be using dry cooling, instead of 
sewer effluent, to cool the 47 
megawatt biomass plant he pro-

poses to build in our industrial 
park. But he can change his 
mind at any time, tmless we 
vote no on Jtme 8th. In terms of 
revenue for Greenfield, the bio
mass plant would generate 12.8 
cents per person per day. Using 
sewer effluent would add 
another 7.6 cents. That equals 
20.4 cents per person per day ... 
not worth the negative health 
and environmental issues asso
ciated with biomass. We will be 
spending more than that on 
medical bills if this plant gets 
built. 

The number of permanent 
jobs for the plant is between 12 
and 20. The biomass industry is 
taking subsidies away from 
tndy green energies. The same 

money spent on conse1vation 
and public transpo1tation would 
create more jobs than biomass, 
and create less air pollution and 
cause fewer negative health 
impacts. 

It's crucial that 3,000 
Greenfield voters (25% of the 
registered voters) vote on these 
questions. Listen to the doctors 
and medical associations. They 
are urging all voters in 
Greenfield who share our con
cerns to vote 'no' on questions 
1, 2 and 3 on June 8th. 
Encourage eve1yone you know 
in Greenfield to do the same. 

This is your chance to be 
heard on this issue! 

- Sandra Kosterman 
Greenfield 

Montague Receives Green Community Designation 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Montague is one of35 commtmi
ties statewide that has received 
Green Commtmity status under 
Massachusetts' Green Commtmi
ties Act legislation, the Montague 
selectboard annotmced on 
Tuesday. 

"Congratulations to all who 
worked so hard," on the designa
tion, said Montague selectboard 
member Mark Fairbrother, 
"especially the energy committee 
and [temporary town planner] 
Walter Ramsey." 

Energy committee chair Chris 
Mason said the town is now eligi-

ble to apply for a grant to assist 
the town in making forther ener
gy conse1vation improvements to 
buildings and infrastiuctme. 

Mason, Ramsey and others on 
the energy committee worked 
with department heads to prepare 
a competitive grant application 
highlighting a number of projects 
the town intended to pursue, 
including developing an energy 
management system at the 
Sheffield and Hillcrest elemen
tary schools, and the installation 
of a photovoltaic army on the 
new police station. 

But Mason said at the last 
minute, the state changed the for
mat of the grant program from a 
competitive approach to a fo1mu
la-based allocation of funds. 

"A week before the grant was 
due, instead of competing for the 
best ideas for the fi.mds, eve1y 
Green Commtmity will be given 
a certain ammmt, as long as they 
can come up with a proposal 
idea," Mason said. 

Montague has been told by the 
Department of Energy Resources 
to expect a grant in the amount of 
$155,000, which Mason said the 
town would direct toward 
upgrading the aeration system at 
the town's wastewater treatment 

plant, a major consumer of elec
tricity. 

"It will make the most sense to 
apply it to the wastewater ti·eat
ment plant," Mason said. "That 
will get the highest rehun for the 
town," and will help pay down 
the energy performance contract 
the town is entering into with 
Siemens Building Technologies 
for energy conse1vation measmes 
at a number of other town build
ings. 

The rehun from energy sav
ings at the treatment plant "will 
be used to purchase more energy 
efficiencies, so it will have the 
greatest multiplied effect," 
Mason said. 

Ramsey said the specific 
improvements to the wastewater 
treatment plant will include 
replacing existing centrifugal 
blowers with more efficient turbo 
blowers, and installation of a fine 
bubble aeration system for further 
energy savings. 

Montague will also receive 
four Green Community signs, 
along with a solar· trash com
pactor valued at $4,000 for use in 
Unity Paik, and the offer of tech
nical assistance on energy conser
vation as part of its Green 
Commtmity designation. 
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Reject Casino Gambling 
State sponsored gambling rep

resents a "something for nothing" 
philosophy that is ham1ful to the 
state as well as to many individu
als. Mount Toby Friends Meeting 
opposes the most recent propos
als to bring casinos and slot 
machines to the Commonwealth. 

We must accept the responsi
bility as citizens to tax ourselves 
for the se1vices we require. We 
must not depend on or prey on the 
weaknesses of some to finance 
our common welfare. We are 
called to love our neighbor, and 
we express this love in our 
acceptance of our responsibility 
to provide for our neighbor 
through taxation as well as 
through service. 

We reject the argument that the 
gambling instinct is too strong to 
be outlawed and therefore the 
state should legalize it and raise 
revenue from it. 

Indulgence in gambling not 
only causes the material ruin of 
many individuals, but dwarfs and 
warps their moral and spiritual 
lives as their hopes are focused on 
financial gain for which they will 
have rendered no se1vice to the 
community. 

The leadership of our state 
government must recognize the 
danger of becoming addicted to 
gambling revenues. It is wrong to 
encourage our citizens to be cov
etous, to make a profit out of the 
inevitable loss and possible suf
fering of others. 

Using gambling in this way is 
unethical. We call upon our elect
ed officials to recognize the dam
age it would inflict on our neigh
bors and to reject casinos and slot 
machines in Massachusetts. 

- Don Stone, Clerk 
Mount Toby Friends 

Meeting 

Broadband and 
Local Economy 

BYJONATHAN 
VON RANSON 
WENDELL - In response to my 
friend Robbie Leppzer's opinion 
piece about the WiredWest initia
tive, (MR VIII# 33) I would say, 
I understand the appeal of broad
band. The internet practically 
demands it. In the context of our 
present lives, it can feel frustrat
ing to be without it. 

There are other considera
tions, though. As Pete Seeger col
orfolly told a friend recently, "All 
this technology that's supposed 
to free us up doesn't give us time 
to take a dump." Speed and 
power captivate us, and often bite 
us. I myself tend to get snared in 
the crazy pace of dial-up ema.il. 

Even our econoinic desires -
especially our econoinic desires 
- and the job possibilities that 
universal broadband holds for 
our commtinities don't excuse us 
from looking at the other edge of 
this double-edged sword. 

The idea of the computer was 
to serve a complex system that 
required the unique, ineplaceable 
power of oil (and a stable cli
mate). Because of the backlash of 
global climate change and the 

poised hammer of peak oil -
consequences of a specialized 
economy that won't yield to nor
mal patterns of conection - we 
need in our eve1y choice to be 
descending rather than climbing 
the econoinic and job ladder. 

Broadband won't get food out 
of the earth or hold off the cold 
and wet. To those who've studied 
the situation openly, it appears 
inescapable that our cultural con
tinuity and even our lives depend 
on urgently developing actual, 
local econoinies. That implies 
fresh imagination, persistence 
and difficult choices that don't 
involve imported foels or elec
tricity with their many hidden 
costs. 

Higher technologies, which 
have become practically our reli
gion, interfere with basic subsis
tence. This is a bad time to be 
creating more desk work or split
ting our focus between two 
worlds: fast and slow, cyber and 
real. It's time to begin gardening, 
fanning and offering our skills to 
each other locally - the heir
loom seeds of local economy. 

- Jonathan von Ranson 
Wendell 
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Erving Agrees to Conservation 
Restriction on Murdoch nm 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - Paul 
Daniello, conservation project 
manager for the Mount Grace 
Land Conse1vation Trust, and 
landowner Verne Fellows got 
together at the Eiving select
board on Thursday, May 20th, to 
pitch a plan for pe1manently con
se1ving Fellows' 133 acres on 
Murdoch Hill Road, bordering 
state forest land in Northfield 
and Eiving. 

The deal, which would 
involve the town of Erving 
accepting responsibility for man
aging a pe1petual conservation 
restriction (CR) on the land, is be 
arranged with the help of the 
U.S. Forestiy Service, which is 
paying 75% of the cost of the 
CR, as part of Mt. Grace's three
town, ten landowner, 1184 acre 
Forest Legacy project. 

Leigh Youngblood, director of 
Mt. Grace, said this is the second 
landscape project the land trust 
has taken on with the assistance 
of the federal Forest Legacy 
project. In 2009, the land trust 

completed a four year, 2000 acre 
project pe1manently conserving 
land around the Quabbin 
Rese1voir, mainly in the town of 
Petersham. 

Youngblood said the cmTent 
project, including Fellows' land 
on Murdoch Hill Road, would 
add important parcels contiguous 
to state forests in Wa1wick, 
Eiving and No1thfield to better 
secure a north - south wildlife 
con'idor, protect forest land, and 
conserve acreage on the popular 
Monadnock - Meta.comet Trail, a 
new national scenic route, one of 
only 11 in the countiy. 

"I bought the land when I was 
18 years old," said Fellows, who 
owns the acreage with his wife, 
Caroline. "I've owned it for 57 
years. My fainily has owned it 
for 97 years. I have a good histo
ry with the prope1ty. I have a 
good reason to protect it. My 
children don't want it, and that's 
fine with me." 

Under the tenns of the conser
vation restriction, Daniello 

New England Conservation Conference to 
Highlight Forest Protection 

The New England Forestry 
Foundation is hosting a one day 
conference on June 4th featt111ng 
the Ha1vard Forest repo1t co
authored by scientists from across 
the region, "Wild/ands and 
Woodlands-A Vision for the New 
England Landscape. 

Motmt Grace Land 
Conservation Trust director Leigh 
Youngblood and fotmder Keith 
Ross will lead a discussion on 
land aggregation: working 
together with multiple landown
ers to protect their prope1ties as 
pait of one lai·ge 'aggregated' 
project. For more info on the con
ference, call: 978-248-2043 x 19. 

The "Wild/ands and Woodlands 
vision calls for an tmprecedented, 
long-te1m conse1vation effo1t to 
retain the majority of the New 
England landscape in forestland, 
pe1manently free from develop
ment, and capable of supporting 
people and nature. Since most 
forests in New England are pri
vately owned, usually in relative
ly small parcels, by fainilies and 
individuals, achieving landscape 
scale conse1vation locally 

requires adaptable land t111sts that 
are willing to create and refine 
new conservation techniques 
such as aggregation .. 

Mount Grace, based in Athol, 
Massachusetts, has been a nation
al leader in land aggregation. The 
t111st's completed aggregation 
projects, including the Tully 
Initiative and Quabbin Con'idor 
Connection, have protected 
11,000 acres of land. 

While the Tully Initiative, 
beginning in 2000,was the first 
aggregation project in the n01th
east, today many of the largest 
proposed conse1vation projects in 
southern New England ai·e aggre
gation projects. 

The conference aims to b11ng 
new sti·ategies like this to bear on 
the rapid, unorganized develop
ment of productive forestland, so 
that New England will retain the 
vibrant, sustainable landscapes 
that shape its identity and suppo1t 
local econoinies, communities, 
and quality of life. Info1mation on 
Wildlands and Woodlands is 
available at www.wildlandsand
woodlands.org. 

explained, the landowner retains 
ownership of the land but gives 
up development rights. 

"I can continue to faim it," 
said Fellows. "I can do anything 
I want on this propeity except 
build homes." 

Daniello said the land would 
remain on the tax rolls. Fellows 
plans to pursue Chapter 61-A 
designation for the land, to add 
another level of protection to it 
and make sure it remains in agri
culttual production, in which 
case, the land would be assessed 
at a lower valuation locally in the 
futtue. 

The land has 16 acres of hay
fields, and the rest is forested. A 
woodlot management plan is part 
of the deal 

Additionally, the land has 
beautiful views, a pond, and 
stone motmds that Inight be of 
Native American origin, 
Daniello said. 

Fellows said that Inight be the 
case, or Inight not. 

"They're just piles of stone, 
laid up we're not really sure by 
whom," Fellows said. 
"Neve1theless, we're protecting 
them (as pait of the CR), so in 
the futtue," a dete1mination of 
their 011gin may be made. 

The conservation cominission 
has walked the land already, and 
signed off on the proposed CR, 
which the cominission would 
monitor over time. The select
board also signaled their 
approval for the conse1vation 
plan. 

"As long as Mr. Fellows is 
being taken cai·e of, I'm happy," 
said board member Jaime 
Hackett, whose fainily owns 
neighboring parcels in 
No1thfield. 

In other news, the selectboai·d 
heard from Jacquie Boyden, 
assistant assessor, about town 
hall workers' security concerns. 
There ai·e a number of depart
ments at town hall that keep 
evening hours, including the 
town clerk, the tax collector and 
the assessors. Given the town 
hall's proxiinity to the busy east
west thoroughfare of Route 2, 
Boyden said there ai·e often times 
when workers at town hall feel 

see ERVING pg 16 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD warden Mark Stevens to cut 
down five to ten trees on public 
prope1ty that were severely dam
aged in the storms, without hold
ing the n01mal public hea1mgs. 
The boai·d asked that abutters 
first be notified, and a list of the 
damaged trees provided to the 
board. 

will seek a community-based 
solution to the problem faced by 
the utility, which needs a method 
of accessing and maintaining 
wooden utility towers, whose 
bases ai·e presently submerged in 
the waters of the beaver lake. 

Cut off for War Funding Sought 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - "This 
isn't about leaving the troops 
there without funding," said 
Elliot Tany. "This is to bring the 
troops home." 

A few days after the United 
States' combined spending for 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
climbed past the $1 trillion mark, 
Tany, a massage therapist from 
Montague Center, came before 
the Montague selectboard to 
explain the purpose of a peti
tioned article he initiated for the 
town meeting wa1nnt for 
Saturday's annual town meeting. 

If passed, the article, which 
will come up last on the 27 article 
waffant, would direct the select
board to call on Massachusetts 
senators and Montague's con
gressional representative to 
oppose any forther troop increase 
in Afghanistan and to cut off 
funding for the wars in the 
Middle East. 

The article also calls for a pub
lic discussion to be held in 
Montague about the cost of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in 
te1ms of the availability of 
resources to ftmd education, 
transpo1tation, security and 
human needs. 

Tany said not counting pend
ing appropriations for the wars, 
Montague citizens have already 
paid, or become indebted to pay, 
$26.4 million in federal tax dol
lars to suppo1t the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, a statistic he 
gleaned from the Cost of War 
calculator on the nonpa1tisan 
National Priorities Project web
site (www nationalpriorities.org). 

Tany said mayors from 
Boston to Binghamton, NY are 
working to educate their citizens 
about the cost of these wars, and 
the way the allocation of tax dol
lars to ftmd war deprives their 
commtmities of resources for 
vital services. 

"This resolution is not coming 
in a vacuum. It's pait of a fonun 
to info1m our elected leaders in 
Congress." 

Selectboard chair Pat Allen 
thanked Tai-ry for bringing the 
discussion forward, but also said 
she had received "a couple of 
phone calls" questioning whether 
town meeting is the proper fonun 
for such a resolution. She asked 

whether Tai1y had considered 
putting the question of cutting off 
ftmds for the ongoing wai·s on a 
townwide election ballot, to get a 
more accurate sense of the com
mtmity' s opinion. 

But Tai-ry said organizers 
were not interested in a non-bind
ing public opinion question. 
"We're interested in a binding 
resolution, which would mean 
something more to legislators." 

Tai-ry added, "Just like in Viet 
Nam, when Congress cut off 
ftmding for the war, that's when 
we finally brought the troops 
home. Also, there would be more 
money to ftmd veterans services, 
which are not getting enough 
ftmds now," Tany claimed. He 
said troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan ai·e facing "an unten
able situation," of repeated tours 
of duty in wai·s that have already 
lasted eight and a half yeai·s in the 
case of Afghanistan, and seven 
years, in the case of Iraq. More 
than 4400 U.S. troops have died 
in Iraq, and more than 1,000 in 
Afghanistan. 

Tai-ry said, ''This past week
end was Memorial Day. People 
were going to patties, fainilies 
were celebrating. Government 
officials and veterans were hon-
01mg the sacrifices of veterans. 
The only other people who are 
paying attention to the sacrifices 
our troops are making are the 
peace activists. For eight years 
we have been saying, 'Bring 
them home. See what peace is 
like for once."' 

"I thank you for coming and 
presenting this so people can 
think about it," said Allen. 

The selectboai·d thanked the 
department of public works and 
other emergency responders who 
helped the town deal with the 
punishing effects of the severe 
thtmdersto1ms that blew through 
central Franklin Cotmty on 
Wednesday night, May 26th, 
from n01th to south ai·ound 11 :00 
p.m., leaving 24,000 customers 
without power. Power was not 
restored in downtown Turners 
Falls until about 6 pm. on Friday, 
and up to 24 hours later in some 
outlying neighborhoods in Gill 
and Montague. 

Allen said the town transfer 
station had remained open all 

weekend for residents to more 
easily dispose of downed limbs 
and bmsh, and would be open 
again on Wednesdays from 7 
a.m. to 2:30 pm., and on 
Saturdays from 7 am. to noon. 
She asked residents not to leave 
tree limbs on the side of the road, 
as the highway depaitment does 
not have enough personnel to 
deal with downed limbs from pri
vate prope1ty. 

The board authorized tree 

The board approved Mark 
Fairbrother and another member 
of the conservation commission 
to join a soon to be fo1med com
mittee with representatives from 
the town of Leverett, Northeast 
Utilities, and landowners abut
ting a beaver lake at the top of 
Richai·dson Road. The committee 
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HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority (HRA) is administering deferred payment loans on behalf 
of the Town of Leverett. 

Income eligible applicants who qualify for a full-deferred pay
ment loan will be able to borrow up to $35,000.00. This is a 0% 
interest, deferred payment loan, the loan is secured by a lien 
placed on your property, and the loan is due when you sell or 
transfer the property. 

The goal of this program is to enable low to moderate
income homeowners to bring their homes into code compliance. 
Examples of eligible work include: Roof replacement, foundation 
repairs, electrical and plumbing, windows, wells, septic replace
ment and much more! 

Homeowners must have an annual gross income equal to 
or less than the following amounts: 

# In Household 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Gross Annual Income 
$43,800.00 
$50,050.00 
$56,300.00 
$62,550.00 
$67,600.00 
$72,600.00 
$77,600.00 
$82,600.00 

If you are interested in receiving an information and applica
tion packet please contact Charity@ (413) 863-9781 ext. 132 or 

cday@fchra.org 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD Wanted: 
Wendell Repays Neighboring Towns for 2006 Tornado Cleanup Haunted Houses 

Is your house haunted? 
Researchers are looking 

far ghost stories of 
Turners Falls and the 

sutrounding area. 
Send your tales to: 

remembering ancestors 
@yahoo.com 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN - The 
first fuing Wendell did with the 
recently received $150,000 state 
reimbw-sement for cleanup from 
the July 2006 tornado was to pay 
back the 11 towns that came to 
Wendell's aid in the sto1m's 
a:fte1math. 

Orange was owed the most, 
followed by Erving, Turners 
Falls, New Salem and Montague. 
Wendell rehrrned a total of 
$37,782.43 to sunounding towns 
for their help clearing Wendell's 
roads and checking on Wendell's 
citizens. 

Board members signed letters 
to state representative Steve 
Kulik, senator Stan Rosenberg, 
and secretaiy of Administration 
and Finance Jay Gonzales, thank
ing them for achlally getting the 
authorized tornado money to 
Wendell, nearly four years after 
the sto1m blew through town. 

Aldrich said there is no word 
yet from the state Department of 
Revenue on how Wendell can 
use that money beyond repaying 
sU1rnunding towns for muhial 
aid. 

Most of the selectboard's 
agenda for the May 26th meeting 
was devoted to a discussion of 
the wainnts for the special town 
meeting and the annual town 
meeting which will take place at 
7:00 pm. and 7:30 p.m., respec
tively, on Wednesday, June 16th. 

Six a1ticles on the special 
town meeting warrant would take 
$40,000 for the pension rese1ve 
fond, $20,000 for the unemploy
ment compensation fond, 
$20,000 for the insw-ance rese1ve 
fond, $9,000 to replace the town 
hall oil tanks with double wall 

tallks, $6,000 to paint the interior 
of the town hall, and $10,000 to 
paint the exterior of the police 
station - a total of $105,000 -
from free cash. 

Article seven, to transact any 
other legal business that may 
come before the meeting, would 
put any remaining free cash into 
the stabilization fond. 

The anmial town meeting war
rant is not finalized yet. 

Ray Didonato and Robbie 
Heller, representing the website 
committee, met the selectboard 
next with ideas to help some 
departments keep their section of 
the website updated. Didonato 
suggested a buddy system by 
which a person who is comfort
able with computers and fainiliar 
with the process of updating the 
website works with a depa1tment 
or board to help keep their post
ings updated. 

The energy task force, repre
sented by Jonathan von Ranson, 
Paul Costello, and Lamie 
Didonato, met the selectboard 
with written and verbal sugges
tions for fow-anmial town meet
ing waffant articles. 

One article would create a 
position called gardening coordi
nator, who would be paid a 
stipend to foster local food pro
duction by offering workshops 
and advice, connecting people 
needing space with available 
land, and assisting marketing 
effo1ts. The task force believes 
Wendell is vulnerable to dismp
tions in the ctlffent food distribu-
tion network, made more press
ing by peak oil production, 
investor anxiety, shifting energy 
markets, environmental woes, 

GILL-MONTAGUE 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SUMMER MEALS PROGRAM 
Free breakfast and lunch for 

eve1yone ages 18 and under is 
available. Meal Sites: TU1ners 
Falls High School & Great Falls 
Middle School Cafeteria, 
Sheffield Elementa1y School 
and Unity Park Field House 
breakfast 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. and 
lunch 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon. On 
days with Inclement weather, 
meals will not be served at 
Unity Park Field House. 

The program is sponsored by 

the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District with fonding 
from the Massachusetts 
Depa1tment of Education and 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture and assistance from 
Project Bread. 

For more info1mation please 
contact Teen Health Project, 
Gill-Montague Community 
School Pa1tnership at (413) 863-
7310. 

inilitary over-extension and 
national debt. 

Keller said he thought the pro
posal needed to be more defined. 
The town's new personnel policy 
requires a precise job description, 
and with town meeting so close, 
he recommended waiting to put 
that aiticle on a special town 
meeting wainnt. 

Pooser said if the salaiy or 
stipend were removed it inight be 
possible to bring the measure 
before the annual town meeting. 

The second aiticle would have 
the town receive the energy task 
force's repo1t, created over the 
last year. The third aiticle would 
replace the energy task force, 
whose te1m expires with the end 
of the fiscal year on June 30th, 
with a permanent energy com
inittee that would coordinate 
town effo1ts toward energy secu
rity and conservation in both the 
public and private sectors. 

The fomth a1ticle would have 
the town request from National 
Grid a record of the town's elec
tricity use by customer type, resi
dential, commercial, and industri
al, going back to inid 2008. This 
information is available, and 
would help track the town's ener
gy use, and help the town track its 
effo1ts to reduce energy con
sumption. 

Stan Tech Engineers need to 
step foot on land belonging to 
abutters of the Cooleyville Road 
Bridge in order to evaluate the 
bridge for replacement or repair. 
Aldrich sent out letters asking 
those abutters for pe1mission. 

The selectboard appointed 

Melissa Grader as a libraiy 
tmstee. 

The finance committee met 
with the selectboard to discuss 
the financial aspects of the town 
meeting waiTant 

If the town uses stabilization 
money to pay off the new fire 
tmck note, the Fiske Pond note, 
and the note for the purchase of 
the town office building lot, the 
savings in interest would be con
siderable. 

If the town pays $300,000 
from stabilization toward the 
USDA building loans, savings in 
interest over the life of the loan 
would be $700,000, although 
there are complications that 
inight decrease those savings. 

The finance committee is rec
ommending a 2% cost of living 
allowance for town employees, 
paitially making up for the 0% 
COLA last yeai·. 

Finance committee member 
Jim Slavas said he was inclined 
to recommend the town vote an 
assessment amount for Mahai· 
Regional High that would repre
sent an eqtial per student assess
ment with the other three mem
ber towns in the district. 

But finance member Doug 
Tanner said, "We are not all of 
one mind on that issue." Tanner 
may go along with the present 
stahltory method of assessment 
for Mahar, which requires 
Wendell to pay higher per pupil 
costs than Orange, Petersham or 
New Salem. He said there ai·e 
two issues to consider: - a rea
sonably fair assessment, and the 
qtiality of education. 

~t clear Choi 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-43 J 8 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 0714 I 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

~and Garden Center 
135 Millei-s Falls Road, Tumers Falls 

49 Years Growing 
Experience 

175 Acres of Nursery Plants 
Garden Center & Gifts 

Hanging Plants, 
Vegetable Plants, 

Annuals, and 
Petennials 

Large Assortment of 
Shade and Flowering Trees 

Field Grown Lilacs, 
Hemlocks, Arbor Vitae 

Our Yard is 
Filled ,vith Color 

Yours Should Be Too! 

• Landscape Design 
• Mulch 

• Deliveries Available 
• Nurserv Stock 
Arriving DailY 
Open Seven Days 

Mon to Sat 7am to 5:30pm 
Sunday 9am to 5pm 

Tel: (413) 863-2510 
Fax: (413) 863-3079 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PhD & Paal Wlldroa 

Jlalllnn Bulldlng & Remodelng 
A Name You Can Trus~ 

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows 
Additions, New Construction 413-422·2252 Phil 
S~e~tro1~. Painting ft Nore.. 413-834·0534 Pau\ 

Fully Insured, CS #088999 & HIC 145293 

Fr~ Est\mates ft Reasonable Rates 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 

COJ11A.,'j>as.s~ol"vate al"vc( PY-ofe.s.si.ol"vaL CaY-e 
fol" yoL-<.Y' SlM..aLL AJ;\,tJllA.,aL 

EXPANDED HOURS WITH DR. AMY RUBIN, OVM 

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 

DOLAN & tlOt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Bl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'~ mmP 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
I www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

----· Annual 
MeaUng 
System 
Cleaning 

s 
Off with 

this 
coupon 

EXJllres 
April 31 ·---------------------

Greenfield lmporte!r:!~!~el=~itner ~ 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS ~ 
AUDI VW VOLVO BMW 

Now Specializing in Toyota and other Asian Cars 

;~--~ 

413-774-5517 
f!!' 335 High Street, Greenfield 

greenfie Id imported ca rs .com ( sa I es} 
~ GICP.com (parts: 774-2819~ l 
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BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH -
Pastor Gaiy Bourbeau led a 
memorial se1vice at the Gill 
Congregational Church on 
Sunday at 10 a.m. William 
Burnham, Lynda Hodsdon-Mayo 
and Paul Seamans spoke of past 
Gill residents ai1d the love, devo
tion and motivation of the men 
and women who se1ved our 
countiy, sometimes making the 
ultimate sacrifice with their lives. 

Bourbeau pointed out that it 
wasn't just men who se1ved, as 
Chris Kovalchick had se1ved in 
both Viemam and Korea. 

Bum.ham spoke about his 
friend, Harold Schechterle of 
Shelburne Falls, who was on the 
USS Indianapolis in the South 
Pacific during World Wai· II when 
a Japai1ese submarine torpedoed 
the ship. Only 316 of the 1200 
men aboard smvived. 
Schechterle stayed afloat in the 
oily water as best he could, and 
was finally rescued. 

Bm1lham read a poem he'd 
written about Schechterle's 
ordeal. 

Hodsdon-Mayo spoke of the 
love of countiy that inspired peo
ple to join the aimed seivices in 
time of wai·. She also spoke of 
local minister ai1d poet Josiah 
Canning, ai1d local writer 
Williain Glen Boyle, reading one 
of Boyle's Memorial Day poems. 

Seainans spoke of the inspira
tion he got from a plaque honor
ing Robin Haitmai1 that read, 
"Do yom best," and gave a few 
pointers about really looking at 
an audience when speaking, 
rather thai1 just looking up. 

After the church se1vice, 
Bourbeau invited the congrega
tion to walk across the common 
to the veterans memorial next to 

GILL from pg 1 
of breaking free or taking other 
ti·ees to the ground with them. 

The power went off in most 
of Gill a little past 11 :00 p.m. on 
Wednesday and came back on at 
8:30 p.m. on Friday. In the 
meantime, food was getting 
wa1mer in tl1e refi-igerator and 
private water systems were los
ing pressure fast. 

No one nlisses their water 
m1til the faucet stops gurgling. 

Fosters Supermarket in 
Greenfield was generous with 

the Slate Memorial Libraiy for a 
ceremony honoring vetei·ans who 
se1ved their countiy, and those 
who lost their lives in doing so. 

The granite monuments list, 
on bronze plaques, Gill residents 
who se1ved in vai·ious wars 
beginning with the Revolutionaiy 
Wai·, when 37 Gill men se1ved. 

Caleb Combs was the sole Gill 
Revolutionaiy casualty. The wai· 
with the British lasted eight 
yeai-s, beginning in 1775 and 
ending in 1783. Ahnost as long as 
the war in Afghailistan today. 

In the war of 1812 with 
Englai1d, 16 Gill men se1ved; 
none died in battle. The war 
ended less thai1 three yea1-s later 
in 1815. 

Next on the plaque is the 
Grand Army of the Republic, list
ing 37 men from Gill. This fratei·
nal orgailization was fo1med by 
fo1mer Civil Wai· veteraiis after 
the wai·. Four Gill men died figl1t
ing in the Civil War: Dennis 
Carter, John Hale, Oscar Hale 
and David Sai1comb. 

The Spanish American wai· 
was fought over possession of ai1 
asso1tment of islai1ds, mainly 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, the 
Philippines ai1d Guam. The wai· 
was largely fueled by the unex
plained destiuction of the wai·
ship Maine in the hai·bor of 
Havai1a. It wasn't the best excuse 
for a war, but close enough. The 
U.S. gained possession of Pueito 
Rico, the Pllilippines and Guam. 
Cuba becaine independent. The 
only Gill man to serve was 
George Blackmer, in a war that 
lasted less than six months. 

World War I claimed only one 
mai1, Hector Munn, out of34 Gill 
men who seived. 

World War II, 1939-1945, 

their cooler space, allowing the 
Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Gill 
to store food there until power 
was restored. 

Postal can-ier Joai1 Schacht 
delive11ng mail in her little green 
Jeep on Thm-sday said she was 
able to make it through the fall
en ti·ees on West Gill Road, but 
had to go as fai· as she could 
from one way, then circle ai·ound 
and deliver mail on the otl1er 
side of the blocked roadway. 

Apparently, Schacht takes 
se11ously the postal motto of, 
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claimed five Gill men: Ellwyn 
Bogue, Stephen Krejmas, 
Richard Men-itt, Gordon 
Fferdisich and Phillip Tuttle, out 
of 117 men who se1ved. 

In the Korean war, 1950-1955, 
30 Gill men se1ved, with no 
deaths ainong them. 

In the Viet11am Wai·, 1955-
1975, 87 Gill men served. Two 
men, Stephen Davis ai1d Wmston 
Pai·ker died in the service of their 
countiy and were recipients of 
roses, as were all the other men 
who made the ultimate sac1ll1ce. 

Gill veteran Douglas Smith 
called out the naines of recipients 
ai1d his wife, Elaine, passed out 
roses to Boy Scouts to present to 
gold stat· mothe1-s or to be inse1t
ed into a wreath placed in front of 
the memorial monmnents. 

Though more than 58,000 
America11S and millions of 
Vietnamese died in Vietnam 
warding off the "domino effect," 
when it was feai·ed all countries 
adjacent to Viet11ain would fall to 
Communism, that didn't happen. 
Viemam, today, is flourishing, the 
economy is growing, slums ai·e 
being razed to make room for 
decent housing constiuction, and 
the countiy is abuzz with capital
istic enterprises. Vietnam has 
become a desirable tourist desti
nation with ads and publicity 
recently published in the Boston 
Sunday Globe. 

At present, there are no monu
ments in Gill to honor those who 
have se1ved in the Iraq or 
Afghanistan wa1-s. 

Charles Neff, member of the 
Oak Ridge Detachment Ma1-ine 
Corps offered a closing memorial 
prayer, and the U.S. flag was 
raised to half mast for a salute. 

Joyai1a Damon played taps 
ai1d her husbai1d Steve played a 
faint echo from behind tl1e chmch 
for a touclling finale to the 
memorial se1vice. 

''Neither snow nor rain nor ... 
gloom of 1light .... " or something 
like that. Maybe it even men
tions getting ai·om1d uprooted 
ti·ees in the roadway. But she got 
the mail delivered to most, if not 
all, of the mail boxes even if 
folks didn't have lights to read 
the mail that nigl1t. 

Electric company utility 
tiucks teamed up with ti·ee crews 
to facilitate cleaimg of the elec
ti·ical lines. Cities ai1d towns to 
the south were in worse shape 
than we were, ai1d didn't have 
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Art'!)' Specialist 4th class Jessica Jensen laid a 11'reath at the n1em0Jial for 
soldiers lost in Iraq and Afghanistan on Avenue A on Mondq;1• 

Jensen returned last ll'eek from serving in Iraq. 

utility crews to spare. They had 
their hai1ds full getting their own 
power ai1d telephones back on. 

Many trees were uprooted 
ai1d blown over, but others were 
snapped off 20 or 30 feet above 
the ground, apparently from 
nlicro-bmsts that send the wind 
straight down, snapping trees 
high off the ground in the 
process. Winds up to 70 nliles 
per hour were reported in 
Franklin County that 1light. 

Scientists have predicted that 
global wanning will result in 

more violent weather. Climate 
scientists ai·e the target of threats 
ai1d defamation. Ben Santer, a 
climatologist who warned of 
global warming fom1d a dead rat 
on his doorstep when he 
ai1swered the doorbell. 

Maybe the person who 
deposited the rat hopes the sci
entist will chai1ge his 1nind ai1d 
global waiming will go away. If 
it works, I've got a dead mouse 
to contI-ibute because I've got 
big trees growing awful II 
close to my house. ■ 
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PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 

[HioIPI1I&IoILI1IvI1] 
LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11 :30 - 2:30 * DINNER TUES - SAT, 5 - 9 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER 5 - 8 

homegrown, farm-inspired 
food and drink 

PHONE 413-774-3150 • 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
WWW,HOPEANDOLIVE.COM 

F.M. KUZMESKUS INC. 

le■ 
• f arlT) fres!, tggs , 
• W!,ole Roastir,g C!,id~ei, 
•Pot Pies 
• Hon,eMede $oupg 
• 'Desserts 

Produ,ts Vary Wee~ly 

Form Store Hours: Monday• Saturday, 6 o.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

TheYi11 TaveRTI 
Come FOR a dRink, sTay FOR a meal 

New Summer Menu! 
www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Rd, Gill, MA 

Open Wed ~Sun at 5 PM 

"fi' 413.863.9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 
Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

Lino 
Carpet 
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BY ANNE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - The next 
time you're in the vicinity of the 
Turners Falls High School, take a 
few minutes to walk behind the 
school and seek out the latest 
addition to classroom space. 

You will find a 5½ foot tall, 12 
foot diameter stmcture with a 
metal framework woven with 
native saplings to resemble, at a 
distance, a giant bird nest. This 
cooperative venture between stu
dents in the TFHS 'Foundations 
of A1t' classes and Montague 
sculptor Joe Landiy is well worth 
the visit. 

Cross the passageway into the 
nest and you will find ample seat
ing for a class of 15 or 16 stu
dents, about the average class 

AVENUE from page 1 
Locally owned and operated, 

the farm is headed by a brother 
and sister, Pudge and Poppi, who 
grew up on the South Deerfield 
dai1y faim purchased by their 
father Walter Yazwinski Sr. in 
1950. Pudge is Walter, Jr. He 
lives and works on the fa1m. 
Poppi Yazwinski Kelley has 
brought in more Kelleys and 
Rourkes to the family enterprise. 
There is a cooperative spirit at the 
Brook, ai1d much of what is done 
there is conducted with the idea 
of what can be passed down to 
granddaughters Chloe and 
Sydi1ey Kelley, ai1d in time to 
come to their grandchildi·en. 

The 60-plus acres of Bloody 
Brook ai·e hai1dsomely situated. 
At the front is a beautiful sign 
made from two trees by the 
farm's 'resident a1tist,' noted 
No1thfield sculptor Jamie 
(James) Rourke (who man'ied 
Poppi's daughter Sai-a). 

Also on the roadway end of 
the farm is the old, slow-moving 
Muddy Brook, which on 
September 19th, 1675 turned 
c1unson red with the blood of71 
British colonial soldiers from 
Essex Comity ambushed by 
Pocmntucks and their allies dur
ing King Phillip's War (hence the 
commemorative name Bloody 
Brook). 

At the back of the 60 acres of 
fields ai·e almost 20 acres of 
woodlai1d at the base of Mount 
Sugarloaf. 

The Bloody Brook Fann has a 
beautiful attitude, first aiticulated 
by Poppi's daughter, Dr. Sara 

size at the high school. 
Landiy di·eamed up the idea of 

fabricating an outdoor classroom, 
in consultation with principal Jeff 
Kenney and a1t teacher Heidi 
Schmidt. Landiy received a 
$300 grant from the Montague 
Cultural Com1cil, which covered 
about 50 per cent of the materials 
costs for the project. 

Schmidt's students worked 
collaboratively on the project 
with Landiy, who has previously 
worked with private entities to 
create cooperative ait. The stu
dents were introduced to many 
aspects of a career in ait when 
they visited his studio and talked 
with Lai1diy about the business 
side of a1t, the creative process 
(bringing ideas into physical 

Rourke, a family practitioner in 
Greenfield, who has two girls of 
her own. It's not enough just to 
grow things, she said, but eve1y
thing on the fa1m should serve to 
work for the next generation. 

So now, Bloody Brook ti'ies to 
conduct sustainable fa1ming with 
organic practices. Pudge has 
brought cows back to the fa1m, 
three so far, ai1d they are entirely 
grass fed. 

Poppi 's son Justin worked 
tirelessly through 2008 and 2009, 
helping redefine Bloody Brook 
as a fainily farm with a sustain
able, organic approach. Presently, 
Justin is studying Buddhism in 
India. 

Rourke does a lot of work on 
the frum. Last year, he planted a 
bluebeny patch, apple ai1d peach 
trees to strut up ai1 orchru·d. This 
yeai· he helped introduce sti-aw
ben'ies and raspben'ies. (Great 
Falls denizens know Rourke 
from his "Powe1town" public 
sculpture, mru·king the strut of the 
caiialside bike trail by Unity 
Park.) 

The Conway School of 
Design came up with a five ( or 
will it be 25?) year plru1 to con
ve1t the fa1m to renewable energy 
sources. Conway grads Amy 
Livingston ru1d Jessie Froehlich 
advised the frum how to become 
ce1tified orgrulic. They suggested 
greater use of the existing grazing 
ru·eas, a compost system in the 
back, ru1 i1rigation pond, and the 
development of trails on their 
woodlands at the base of the 
mountain to feed into the trails of 
the Mt. Sugarloaf State 

form) ai1d the funding of public 
ait. 

From there, the students set to 
work assisting with stmcture 
design, dimension calculation 
ai1d bending steel for the frame
work of the outdoor classroom. 

Landiy completed the welding 
of the steel rods, built the seats 
ai1d delivered the 'nest' to the ' 
school. Meanwhile Schmidt's 
students cut ai1d stripped saplings E LANDRY PHOTO 

~ a. LA..' 
to weave into the framework and 
plan to paint seat panels with a 
theme of rivers ai1d birds. 

The project is a perfect exam
ple of the authentic application of 
learning - where teachers help 
students to connect learning to 
real life experiences ai1d projects 
rather than homework assign-

Reservation and its commru1ding 
views of the 1-iver, the Valley and 
neai·by hills. The main advice 
from the Conway students was to 
"go green" in te1ms of energy 
use, by conservation and conver
sion to biomass, photovoltaic and 
geothermal sources of energy. 

One of the last remaining fam
ily fa1ms in South Deerfield, 
Bloody Brook has been placed 
under ru1 agdcultural preservation 
resti'iction, to ensure that it will 
remain frumlru1d in pe1petuity. 

To help it realize its potential, 
the Bloody Brook Frum has 
aligned itself with the 
Community Supp01ted Agi'icul
ture movement that began in 
Switzerland and Japan. CSA 
shai·eholders provide financial 
help, especially for innovations at 
the frum, in the months between 
hru-vest ru1d next year's planting. 
Dm'ing the frum season, share
holders receive quite a 'retm11 on 
their investinent' in the form of 
fresh produce. 

Linda Sru·age ai1d her extend
ed fa1nily joined the Bloody 
Brook CSA because they love 
summer greens. And reds and 
yellows ru1d pmples ai1d orru1ges. 
Eve1y Tuesday, Sru-age ai1d her 
fainily look fo1ward to receiving 
their box of produce and bags of 
chilled items. With all the cool 
weather crops coming now, they 
had to leain the difference 
between mustard gi·eens, tm1lip 
gi·eens, three kinds of kale, col
lards, several spinaches, mesclm1, 
ru1d a number of Asian gi·eens. 
Scouting out recipes, Sarage said, 
they "made pesto from the basil, 

Students in TFHS 'Foundations of Art' class in their outdoor classroom 

ments students may not consider bent metal, cut saplings (while 
relevai1t. leaining about forest ecology), 

The Foundations students wove the saplings and will soon 
received ai1 introduction into the be painting. 
practical side of an ruts career, The end result is a unique out
helped with design, used math door classroom that can serve 
skills to calculate material needs, many purposes. 

put mustard greens on sandwich
es, sauteed kale in bacon and 
muons, and shru·ed steamed baby 
beets ru1d their gi·ee11S with an 
appreciative neighbor." 

Mid-summer bdngs a dozen 
vru'ieties of tomatoes, red, orange 
ru1d even green tomatillos, along 
with ti·aditional summer squash 
varieties, peppers, zuccllini, 
Italian and Oriental eggplant, 
he1bs and seasonal beITies. By 
September, CSA shru·eholders 
will see winter squashes and 
potatoes, and many kinds of 
gi·eens. Leeks, onions, and pars
ley will add zing to hot soups and 
hearty meals. And all along dur
ing the end of summer there will 
be com, sweet and delicious. 

At the Great Falls Fa1mers 
Market, we all have a chance to 
take home vegetables, herbs, 
fmits, and flowers gi·own loving
ly at the Bloody Brook Frum, ru1d 
by other local farmers ru1d ven
dors. A c11sp cmnch ai1d the actu
al flavor of the produce comes 
through, without the chemical 
mask of prese1-vatives. Family 
reunion plrumers note: wholesale 
orders can be placed through 
bloodybrookfa1m.com. D11vers 
ai1d cyclists cai1 get their produce 
from any of Bloody Brook 
Frum's three fa1m stands: 144 
No1th Main Street in South 
Deerfield, and in No11hfield on 
Main Sti·eet ru1d Route 1■■"" 
142. !I 
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GTurn It Up In Turnersl:3 every 
Tuesday. highlighting businesses in the 

ffiontague area 

To advertise contact Wendy Gaida 978-
S44·S33S or wendy@wjdf.com 
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~ .. SHA i CONSTRUCTION 

~~Im -SuP~BY Co. INc. 
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News from Franklin Home Care J-fe(ping vVomen Care for Tliemse[ves 
vides care and treatment for eli
gible clients who have breast or 
cervical cancer or a pre-cancer
ous condition. 

BY TERRIE EDSON 
MONTAGUE CITY - The 
Women's Health Network Care 
Coordination Program is a pro
gram offered by Franklin County 
Home Care Corporation 
(FCHCC), helping to provide 
free healthcare, suppo1t, and edu
cation to women in 30 towns 
located in Franklin County and 
the No1th Quabbin area. 

This program provides med
ical services for women between 
the ages of 40 - 64 who are unin
sured and underinsured, and 
offers them a free comprehensive 
approach to women's health 
issues, with a focus on preventa
tive healthcare. 

Care Coordination provides 
help if you need assistance with 
healthcare options, educates you 
about medical se1vices, and 
ensures you receive quality care 
in a timely manner. 

This year more services are 
offered and care focuses on the 
whole person. The Care 
Coordination Program continues 
to work on prevention and early 
detection of breast cancer, ce1vi
cal cancer, colorectal cancer, 
heart disease and stroke. 
Changes in the program help you 
to use preventive services and to 
ensure you have a prima1y health 
care provider in place. The Care 
Coordination Program offers 

case management, patient navi
gation, risk reduction education, 
and lifestyle inte1vention se1vic
es. 

Some of the medical se1vices 
offered are: complete physical 
exams, including yearly pap 
smears and breast exams; yearly 
mammograms for women over 
40; cardiac screening including 
cholesterol and blood sugar tests; 
colonoscopies for those 50 years 
of age, or younger if there is a 
family histo1y of colon cancer. 

If you are between 40 to 64 
years old and are a 
Massachusetts resident, you may 
be eligible for our program. 
Under ce1tain circumstances, the 

Inconclusive Talks on Mahar Assessment Method 
BY KATIE NOLAN 
ORANGE - The Mahar regional 
school committee's subcommit
tee studying methods for assess
ing costs to the member towns of 
New Salelll, Orange, Petersham, 
and Wendell met on May 27th. 
Mahar superintendent Michael 
BaldassaiTe had invited finance 
committees and selectboards 
from each member town to the 
meeting. New Salem failed to 
send a representative. 

Attending from Orange were 
selectboard member Bob 
Andrews, town administrator 
Rick Kwiatkowski, Mahai· school 
committee member Peter Cross, 
and interested citizen Kathy 
Reinig. Peterhsam selectboard 
member Rick Marsh attended. 
Selectboard member Jeoff 
Pooser, finance committee mem
bers Michael Idoine and Jim 
Slavas, and Mahai· school com
inittee member Dick Baldwin 
attended from Wendell. 

Slavas presented an overview 
of the cunent method of assess
ing costs to the towns, called the 
statuto1y method. This assess
ment method was developed by 
the state Department of 
Elementa1y and Seconda1y 
Education (DESE). 

DESE uses a model called the 
"aggregate wealth model" to 
dete1mine the total value of prop
e1ty and the total income of citi
zens in a town. Each town is then 
assessed 0.2956% of prope1ty 
value and 1.3682% of income for 

regional school costs, regardless 
of the number of students that 
town sends to the regional 
school. 

This method of assessing 
regional school costs to member 
towns differs from the contractu
al method, which the four towns 
used when the Mahar region was 
formed and the towns signed a 
contract stating each would pay 
the same ammmt per pupil. 

According to Slavas, for FY 
' 11, using the statuto1y method 
Wendell will pay approximately 
$10,000 per student attending 
Mahar, while the approximate 
per student costs for the other 
towns will be $8,500 for 
Petersham and New Salem and 
$5,000 for Orange. 

Using DESE criteria for deter
Illllllllg wealth, Slavas said 
Petersham ranks as the wealthiest 
of the four towns, followed by 
New Salelll, then Wendell, then 
Orange. 

Slavas noted Wendell's higher 
per-pupil assessment results from 
the low percentage of high school 
students in Wendell's population
compared to the other towns. 

Slavas presented a "modified 
aggregate wealth model" as an 
alternate assessment method. He 
said the modified model factors 
in both enrollment and the wealth 
of a community. Using this alter
nate method, FY ' 11 per pupil 
costs would be: $8,800 for 
Petersham, $8,200 for New 
Salem, $7,200 for Wendell, and 

$5,800 for Orange. 
Slavas commented, "There are 

winners and losers. But it's fairer 
to consider the number of kids 
each town is sending. The school 
committee has refused to engage 
on this. We need to discuss what 
we think is fair." 

Baldassaffe said whatever 
assessment method was used, 
"My job is to get the kids the 
resources they need." 

Commenting on the fact that 
Wendell town meeting has initial
ly turned down the requested 
assessment for Mahar for the past 
several yeai·s, as a way to bring 
attention to the inequity in the 
statutory assessment method, 
BaldassaITe said, ''Not ftmding 
the budget goes on the backs of 
the kids." 

Marsh, the Petersham select
board member, said just because 
a community is richer in prope1ty 
values, the individual citizens 
don't necessai'ily have a lot of 
money. "Costs should be distrib
uted equally," he concluded. 

Reinig responded to Slavas's 
mention of fairness, saying, 
"What do you tell a taxpayer who 
has no children who is paying for 
neighbors who have four chil
dren?" She added, "Each of us 
provides for eve1yone's students. 
Equal student assessment is not 
fair. The purpose of taxes is to 
support the whole society." 

Kwiatkowski said the alter
nate method Slavas presented, 
"shifts the responsibility of pay-

program will enroll 21 to 39 year 
olds who may have an abnonnal 
breast or ce1vical screening. 

Please contact the Women's 
Health Network Care 
Coordination Program at 413-
773-5555 or 978-544-2259 or 
info@fchcc.org to learn more 
about this impo1tant free pro
gram. 

Our Woman's Health 
Network Care Coordination 
Program is the only access point 
into the Massachusetts Health 
Breast and Ce1vical Cancer 
Treatment Progralll, a Medicaid 
funded Program implemented in 
2004. 

This treatment program pro-

ing more to New Salem and 
Petersham." He suggested that 
because Orange has the highest 
number of low income students 
at Mahai· and the state provides 
$3,200 extra in Chapter 70 school 
aid per low income student, ''You 
[Wendell] want to benefit from 
the Chapter 70 money given to 
Orange. You want other towns to 
pick up the tab so you can pay 
less." 

Baldwin commented, "It's not 
Wendell against the other three 
towns." 

Slavas said, "Wendell and 
Orange bring in an equivalent 
amount of Chapter 70 money on 
a per person basis. The data don't 
support that Orange is bringing in 
a dispropo1tionate amotmt of 
Chapter 70 aid." 

He said 44% of Orange stu
dents ai·e considered low income 
and 42% of Wendell students ai·e 
considered low income. 

Kwiatkowski replied, "We're 
bringing in more money than 
New Salem and Petersham from 
Chapter 70. But that doesn't 
address that for New Salem and 
Petersham there would be a new 
inequity of paying more per stu
dent," using the alternate method 
Slavas outlined. 

Pooser asked whether Orange 
was happy with the DESE's 
statutory assessment method. 

Kwiatkowski replied, "In my 
personal opinion, the consensus 
would be they enjoy the system 
because the town benefits." He 
continued, "How do you get 
along in the sandbox is the ques-

Terrie Edson is the director of 
the Women '.s Health Network 
Care Coordination Program. 

Town Ambulance 
Informational 

Jleeting 
Rescheduled 

The Turners Falls Fire 
Department Prudential 
Committee has rescheduled its 
downtown Turners info1mation
al meeting on their proposal to 
start a townwide ambulance 
se1vice for Tuesday, Jtme 15th, 
at 3:30 p.m. at the Gill
Montague Senior Center. 

tion." 
Pooser said, "Either you agree 

with the original contract: equal, 
or the state: wealthier pay more. 
Maybe that's the first question to 
ask." 

Cross recommended consider
ing an incremental system to 
bring the assessments to equal 
per student over a long time 
frame. He said returning to a for
mula that calls for equal per stu
dent assessments all at once 
"would devastate Orange." But 
he said, 'The fair answer in the 
end is same rate per student. It's 
easy to understand. That would 
be the goal. It could take yeai·s to 
reach that goal." 

Cross said the subcommittee 
meeting was educational, but "a 
nice education is not going to go 
anywhere. We could see this as a 
good strut. Some of the pieces ai·e 
inissing. No one from New 
Salem came and only one person 
from Petersham, and he left 
early." 

Slavas agreed that, despite the 
invitations to boards in the four 
towns, "some of the people we 
need to talk to aren't here." 

Kwiatkowski suggested the 
subcommittee talk with the New 
Salem, Orange and Petersham 
finance committees, adding, "the 
Orange fin com will be a tough 
group to convince." He said the 
subcommittee needs to find "peo
ple in the towns that hold some 
credibility" in order to convince 
the towns to make changes. 

"Wendell walking into the 
room doesn't get there." 
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BY BRAD PETERS &
JAN ROSS 
ERVING – With this installment,
we complete our retrospective on
the history of the 300th Combat
Engineers as they made their way
across Europe 65 years ago, as
told in their own words. Jan
Ross’s father, Donald Ross,
served in the 300th.

Beginning on April 30th,
Company C of the 300th built a
Treadway bridge across the Isar
River in Moosburg, Germany
near the Austrian border, shortly
before VE-Day.

Randy Hanes remembers the
obstacles faced by the 300th
Engineers in building the bridge
at Moosburg. “The bridge was
built for General Patton’s 3rd
Army across the Isar River. The
current was swift and vicious.
The Isar River was an important
link to the rapidly advancing
front.

The press, official photogra-
phers, and newsreel cameramen
were there to capture the event
while three generals (one-star
Brigadier General Smith,
Armored Division Commander;
two-star Major General Van
Fleet, Corps Commander; three-
star Lieutenant General Patton,

3rd Army Commander) looked
on, as we assembled the 280 foot
floating span. Dozers had started
breaking the earthen levee clear-
ing the way for the launching
ramp.

“Everywhere there was activi-
ty. Crews assembled the rubber
floats, inflating them with huge
compressors, and a crane was
lifting the steel treadways upon
them as each section was floated
into position. Guy lines were
being secured to the blown
wreckage that remained of the
original bridge upstream.
Infantrymen of the 395th
Regiment, 99th Division, per-

ilously walked its twisted trestles.
Several tanks, with their guns
pointed beyond the far shore,
stood by in an emergency posi-
tion. Overhead, 155mm shells
whizzed toward the forward
enemy lines with a loud ‘crack’
as the noise rolled over the hills.

“The engineers had connected
the first two floats without
mishap, putting the two, sixty-
five pound pins through the link-

ing Treadway while the little
power boat slowly made its way
against the river pulling another
section into position. As the boat
neared the center of the river, the
current won its first battle. A float
was swept broadside into the cur-
rent, ropes snapped from the
men’s hands and down the angry
Isar it went. The power boat
wheeled sharply about, rapidly
closing the gap to catch the float
and move it safely to shore.

“Victory number two for the
river came one hour later. As the
power boat could no longer haul
its load against the tireless cur-
rent, a crane was run onto the

bridge in hopes of pulling the
sections to the head of the bridge
where it could be connected.
Suddenly, a float capsized from
the pulling action of the crane.
The heavy Treadway hung verti-
cally on its side and two men fell
sprawling into the river.
Frantically, they swam ashore
while the third man still clung to
the upper side of the float. All
were saved. 

“At last the far shore was
reached and the last section was
pulled into place. Waiting
columns of vehicles began to
warm their engines. Gesturing to
our company commander,
Captain Swartz, General Patton
said to General Smith, ‘You can
thank his men for getting your ass
across this river.’”

Warren Chancellor recalls the
bridge at Moosburg. “I had been
temporarily assigned to
Company C as an aid man at the
bridge site. The Isar River was a
mountain stream with extremely
rapid currents. There were quite a
lot of large boulders in the river
and this was a great aid in anchor-
ing the ropes that held the pon-
toons in place.

Company C did a tremendous
job in constructing this Treadway
under adverse conditions. They
definitely should have received a
unit citation for this job. As you
know, General Patton appeared
(standing in his command car)
shortly after the bridge was com-
pleted and exclaimed, ‘Damn
good bridge.’ This was the only
time I ever set eyes on the gener-
al.”

William Lakey remembers
General Patton. “The only time I
saw the old man, you know,

General Patton, was at the bridge
we were building at Moosburg.
Our lieutenant, we called him
Junior but his name was
Mellencamp, was the platoon
commander. Those pins that you
put those Treadway’s together
with, they weigh about 50 pounds
each and you drive them in with a
sledgehammer.

“He was over there driving his
pin in and he didn’t have his hel-
met on. General Patton walked
up and he told him to stand up.
He stood up, and Patton could see
the Lieutenant’s bars. Patton told
him, ‘Lt., I’m going to tell you
right now you better put that
blank-ety blank hat on.’ He said,
‘Don’t let me ever catch you
again, or any of your men with-
out that hat on.’ I can’t repeat the
exact words he used.”

James Kennedy also recalled
General Patton at the bridge in
Moosburg. “When we were
building that bridge on the river,
General Patton came up and
walked over the bridge, looked it
over, and I made a picture of him
leaking on the river.”

Building the bridge over the
Isar River was the last major task
performed by the 300th prior to
the end of the war in Europe on
May 8th, 1945.
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300th Combat Engineer Battalion
repairing the under piling of a bridge

destroyed by enemy fire along the
Carentan – Cherbourg Road in

France – June 30, 1944.
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Professional Painting & Decorating
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The 300th preparing to build a bridge over the Isar River
beginning April 30th and finished in early May 1945.

Near the end of the war in Europe, the 300th Engineers built this bridge over
the Isar River in Moosburg, Germany as General Patton observed their work.
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Bridge Progress from All Sides 
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and mst. Magnetic collectors 
will pick up the steel shot 
which will then be passed over 
a screen to eliminate the shot 
that has worn too small. 

Salvaged steel shot is 
returned to the supply hopper 
for another trip back to the 

.. blasting nozzle. The recycling 
unit is powered by a huge 
diesel engine. 

illllliMil&..11~ 
Jobn Tiliakos of Al/Set is prepared to begin 'sandblasting' on tbe Gill-Montague Bridge 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH - enclosed in canvas with nega
GREAT FALLS - AllSet from tive air pressure inside. The air, 
Georgetown, MA is all set to laden with lead paint dust, mst 
begin "sandblasting" the Gill- particles and spent shot will be 
Montague Bridge. Except they vacuumed to the recycling unit 
won't be using sand. parked on the blocked off exit 

"We don't use sand any- to Riverside on the Gill side of 
more," supervisor John the bridge. Dust collectors will 
Tiliakos said. "We use steel scavenge the dust of lead paint 
shot and recycle it." 

The steel shot is about the 
size of poppy seeds. 

The work area of the tmder
side of the bridge will be 

Open for the season 

Great f cul,,, 
far~ 
M~ 
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May thru October 
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COUNTY 
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IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Workmen will be required to 
wear protective clothing and 
respirators. 

"We'll be here about six 
months cleaning and painting," 
supervisor Tiliakos said. "Then 
we'll move to the Turners Falls 
side for another six months." 

Painting will be a three step 
process. The first coat will be 
zinc primer in place of the lead 
primer of old. The second coat 
will be epoxy, followed by a 
final coat of urethane. Tiliakos 
said he does not know what the 
bridge's final color will be. 

First a work platform needs 
to be installed. According to 
Mimosa Constrnction employ
ees who will install the plat
form, the first step is for some 
brave soul to string ropes cross 
way under the girders about 
eve1y 20 feet. 

Once the suppo1t ropes are 
in place, longitudinal ropes will 
be strung the length of the 
bridge in a loop to serve as an 
endless belt attached to a 
winch. This will allow work
men to attach wire rope (cable) 
to be stnmg the length of the 
bridge in three or more rows. 
The next step is to attach steel 
panels for a working platform, 
secured to the wire ropes with 
clamps. 

Once the work platfo1m is in 
place, workmen will enclose 
the work area with canvas to 
keep lead dust and debris out of 
the atmosphere and the river 
below. According to Tiliakos, 
the shrouded area will have 
windows to allow air to enter 
for ventilation to be drawn back 
to a large dust collector beneath 
the bridge in a negative air situ
ation. 

The bridge railings are slat
ed to be replaced so cleaning 
and painting them will not be 

Please shop locally 
Support 

;!llonta~uc Reporter 
advertisers 

an issue. 
Once the bridge is cleaned 

and painted, the painting crew 
will return later on to paint new 
girders, installed to replace 
rusted girders. Which raises an 
interesting question: why not 

GMRSD from page 1 

The finance committee and 
selectboard recommend a small
er sum - $7,230,327 - for the 
FY' 11 assessment for the dis
trict. This number would repre
sent a $24,788 (.34% increase) 
over last year's assessment. 

On the town side of the budg
et, Abbondanzio said town meet
ing would be asked to approve a 
$7,164,447 appropriation to fond 
operating budgets for town 
depa1tments, an increase of 
$349,071 (5.1 %). He said two 
thirds of that increase (about 
$220,000) was due to the debt 
exclusion spending for the new 
police station, payments for 
which begin in earnest in FY' 11. 

Additionally, Abbondanzio 
said a $45,000 increase in veter
ans se1vices would add to FY' 11 
outlays. Seventy five percent of 
veterans se1vice spending will 
eventually be reimbursed to the 
town. 

If those two items were fac
tored out, the town administrator 
said the town side of the budget 
would be increasing by only 
1.2% for FY '11. 

Abbondanzio said the town 
expects a 4% cut in state aid for 
the coming fiscal year, on top of 
the half million loss in state aid 
the town has experienced over 
the past two years. 
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wait tmtil the steel work is 
complete to paint the bridge 
superstructure? 

Stay tuned for more answers 
to this and other questions 
about the mysteries of state 
government and bridge repair. 

He said it would probably be 
2014 before the town could rea
sonably expect to see an uptick in 
state aid, and even then legisla
tors have signaled their intent to 
sock more money away in a 
'rainy day fond' to smooth out 
foture boom and bust cycles in 
the capital gains tax. 

Abbondanzio said the town 
presently holds a balance of 
$736,000 in rese1ves, before 
committing $175,000 to capital 
items, like a new police cmiser, 
on Saturdays' town meeting war
rant. The town will also have 
about $129,000 set aside in a spe
cially designated Gill-Montague 
education ftmd rese1ve. 

Finance committee chair John 
Hanold said his committee is rec
ommending moving $100,000 
from free cash and about $70,000 
from unexpended balances from 
old wa1rnnts to augment the 
town's stabilization fond. 

Even so, the town administra
tor said if town meeting approves 
the town's capital requests and 
votes in favor of the assessment 
request for the GMRSD as it now 
stands, funding the additional 
$401,255 from rese1ves, that 
would exhaust more than half of 
the town's available rese1ves in 
one budget year, a prospect 
Abbondanzio called unsustain
able. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Malicious Destruction and Assault Arrest 

Wednesday, 5/26 derstorm in the area. 9:21 p.m. Assisted 
2:56 p.m. Report of Tiwisday, 5/27 Bernardston Police with 
speeding vehicle driving 3:33 a.m. Assisted domestic issues on Eden 
erratically on Walnut Bernardston police with Trail Road. 
Street. Gone on arrival structure fue on Turners II:13 p.m. Report of a 
9:20 p.m. Report of Falls Road. suspicious subject at the 
past domestic distur- 6:15 a.m. Alarm activa- corner of Boyle Road 
bance on Mountain tion on Barton Cove and Cross Road. 
Road. Road. Checked area, subject 
I 1:15 p.m. Arrested 7:20 a.m. Medical emer- gone on arrival. 

C arge wi 
destniction of property 
and domestic assault and 
battery. 
I 1:30 p.m. Numerous 
power outages and power 
lines down with road

ways blocked throughout 
town due to strong thun-

gency on Mount Friday, 5/28 
Hermon Campus. II:13 a.m. Report of 
4:10 p.m. Report of larceny on Boyle Road. 
suspicious vehicle and 7:26 p.m. Assisted 
person on Green Hill stranded motorist near 
Road near South Factory Hollow 
Cross Road. All checked Saturday, 5/29 
OK. 12:55 a.m. Report of 
5:20 p.m. Report of loose cows in the road
roadway hazard on Main way on West Gill Road. 
Road, tree in lane. 

Mike Fuller, Owner PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
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NOVV ACCEPTING NEVV PATIENTS 

:- LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
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Geri Johnson 
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(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

8 
G} 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
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MA Reg# I 05027 
MA Construction 
Supervisor's Liscence # 7543 

Since 1970 

Bob Edwards 
603.239.8389 
413.834.3902 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
Treatment of Prostrate Cancer 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. What are the 
options for treating prostate can
cer? 

Prostate cancer is one of the 
most common types of cancer 
among American men. Treatment 
for prostate cancer works best 
when the disease is fotmd early. 

There are many options for 
treating prostate cancer: 

• Observation. If the cancer is 

BIOMASS from pg 1 

wastewater for coolant as origi
nally planned. 

Pioneer's decision would 
seem to render the three voter ini
tiated referendum questions iITel
evant, but the Concerned Citizens 
of Franklin Cotmty, who oppose 
the biomass plant, continued their 
get-out-the-vote campaign this 
week in hopes of finalizing the 
issue and shutting down any pos
sibility of Pioneer's reconsidera
tion of the matter. 

"What [Matt Wolfe and 
Greenfield Mayor Bill Maitin] 
have failed to disclose," said 
opponent Wendy LaPointe, who 
is also an abutter to the industrial 
park where the plant would be 
built, at a press conference on 
May 20th, "is that Mr. Wolfe can 
reapply to use the wastewater at 
any time." 

On Wednesday, opponents of 

growing slowly, you may decide 
to wait and watch. 

• Hormone therapy. This stops 
cancer cells from growing. 

• Surge1y. There are several 
surgical options. These include 
radical prostatectomy or removal 
of the entire prostate, cryosurgery 
that kills the cancer by freezing it, 
radiation therapy to shrink 
tumors, and implant radiation 
that places radioactive seeds into 
the prostate. 

Surge1y can lead to impotence 
and incontinence. Improvements 
in surge1y now make it possible 
for some men to keep their sexu
al ftmction. 

Q. What exactly is peri
menopause. 

the biomass plant, including 
LaPointe and abutter Lenny 
Weeks, held a press conference to 
announce their filing of a legal 
"Request for Adinissions" to 
Pioneer, to highlight the change 
in circumstances of the plant 
from water-cooled to dry-cooled, 
and demand that the special per
Init granted to the plant from 
Greenfield Zoning Board of 
Appeals be withdrawn. 

Wolfe was not available to 
respond to a request for comment 
on the matter. 

On a related note, Ha1vard 
Forest on May 19th unveiled its 
"Wtldlands and Woodlands" plan 
to double the present rate of for
est conse1vation, to keep 70% of 
New England forests permanent
ly free from development by 
2060. 

Alaimed by declining forest 
cover caused by in part by "shift
ing land ownership," residential 

The process of reproductive 
aging begins arotmd age 40. 
Declining levels of the hormones 
estrogen and progesterone 
change a woman's periods. These 
hormones maintain the health of 
the vagina and utems, and regu
late the menstrual cycles 

Menopausal transition, called 
perimenopause, is the time when 
a woman's body is close to 
menopause. Periods may become 
iITegular. A woman may start to 
feel hot flashes and night sweats. 

Perimenopause usually begins 
about two to four years before the 
last menstmal period. It ends 
when menopause begins. A 
woman reaches menopause when 
a year has passed since her last 
period. 

and commercial sprawl, Haivai·d 
Forest hopes to encourage con
se1vation through easements to 
private landholders, low-impact 
development, and public ftmding 
for forest conse1vation projects. 

Kathy Lambe1t, science and 
policy director for Ha1vard 
Forest, said forested land reached 
its post-Colonial peak in 
Massachusetts after about two 
centuries of steady increase at in 
1970, when about 70% of the 
state was covered in forest. 

"Massachusetts forestland has 
been pretty steadily declining 
since then, to 59% in 2006," said 
Lambert, who attributed the loss 
of forest land in the 
Commonwealth to development. 

Asked about the effect the 
plan Inight have on 
Massachusetts green energy proj
ects, Timothy Fahey, a forest 
ecologist at Cornell University 
and co-author of the report, said, 

dle-aged 
m a n 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUCE LOG 
Unsupervised Children on the Tracks 

walking 
Wednesday, 5/26 7:30 a.m. Assisted dog at 
ll:45 p.m. Responded to Northfield police with Veteran's Park making inap
Bernardston with Northfield stnicture fue at Main Street. propriate comments to 
police for a domestic sit:ua- Friday, 5/28 yo,mg females. Report taken. 

tion near Fall Town Spirits. 6:29 p.m. Report of two Saturday, 5/29 

and entering into a motor 
vehicle with intent to com
mit a felony. 
Monday, 5/31 
5:15 .m. Arrested 

speeding, operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended 
license, operating a vehicle 
under the influence of 
liquor. Citation issued to 

Both subjects located. No children ,mder the age of 8:21 p.m. Report of teenage 
physical abuse detected. seven playing on the train male inside vehicle on 
Thunday, 5/27 tracks in Millers Falls. Dorsey Road. Advised four 
6:50 a.m. Tree blocking Advised Montague police. 
roadways at Dorsey Road, Found a four year old and a 
Route 2, Old State Road, seven year old playing tmsu
Wheelock Road. Removed pervised on train tracks by 
tree or appropriate agencies the river. 
notified. 8:53 p.m. Report of mid-

for attempt to for allowing improper opera
commit crime, larceny of a tion of a motor vehicle. 
motor vehicle, and breaking 
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Q. I'm 67 years old. Should I 
expect to get cataracts eventual
ly? 

A cataract is a clouding of the 
lens, the clear pait of the eye that 
helps focus images like the lens 
in a camera. 

Most cataracts ai·e related to 
aging. By age 80, more than half 
of all Americans either have a 
cataract or have had catai·act sur
ge1y. There ai·e other causes of 
cataracts such as diabetes, eye 
injury, radiation and surge1y for 
other eye problems. 

of a catai·act are: bluffed images, 
faded colors, glare, poor night 
vision, double vision, and fre
quent prescription changes in 
your eyeglasses or contact lenses. 
If you have any of these symp
toms, see your doctor, because 
they can be signs of other eye 
problems. 

Catai·acts tend to worsen grad
ually. The clear lens slowly 
changes to a yellowish/brownish 
color, adding a brownish tint to 
vision. If you have advanced lens 
discoloration, you may not be 
able to identify blues and pmples. 

If you are 60 or older, you 
should have a comprehensive 
dilated eye exam at least once 
eve1y two yeai·s. In addition to 
catai·act, your eyecare profession
al can check for signs of age
related macular degeneration, 
glaucoma, and other vision disor
ders. Early treatment for many 
eye diseases may save your sight. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

The most common symptoms 

"We did a fairly carefol analysis 
of the potential for solid biofoels 
from sustainably managed wood
lands to offset fossil foel einis
sions, and the potential is there if 
it's done carefolly. The challenge 
is to make sure it's 
done in a sustainable 

Please shop locally and 

suppo11 our adve1tisers. 
and thank them for 
adve1tising. in the 

:fllonta~uc l\cportrr 
way." 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Three Hit and Run Accident Reports 

Wednesday, 5/26 
5:16 p.m. Pedestrian 
accident at Unity Street 
and Hillside Avenue. 

battery on L Street. 
Juvenile arrest. 
5:46 p.m. Bnish fue on 
Fifteenth Street. Referred 

Report taken. to another agency. 
Wcdnaday and~ 6:03 p.m. Burglary/ 
5/26 md 5/27 breaking and entering on 
Safety hazards due to West Mineral Road. 
stormy weather on Third Report taken. 
Street, Wentworth 7:56 p.m. Suspicious 
Avenue, Vladish Avenue, auto on Randall Wood 
Turnpike Road. Drive. Referred to an 
Wcdnaday and~ officer. 
5/26md5/27 8:II p.m. Shoplifting at 
Alarms due to stormy Cumberland Farms. 
weather at Turners Falls Summons issued. 
High School, Sheffield 8:57 p.m. Fire on 
Elementary School, Swift Wentworth Avenue. 
River Hydro Electric, Services rendered. 
Millers Falls Rod and Friday, 5/28 
Gun Club. 3:26 a.m. Suspicious 
Thunday, 5/27 auto near the Crocker 
3:31 a.m. Unwanted Building on Avenue A. 
person on Grand Avenue. Investigated. 
Services rendered. 5:46 p.m. Structure fue 
8:15 a.m. Fight on on Chestnut Street. 
Griswold Street. Report Referred to other agency. 
taken. 7:39 p.m. Domestic dis-
3:07 p.m. Assault and turbance on Avenue A. 
battery on Fourth Street. Subject removed to hos-
Referred to an officer. pital 
5:12 p.m. Assault and I I:00 p.m. Accident 

with personal injury on 
Alice Street. Referred to 

other agency. 
Saturday, 5/29 
9:30 a.m. Suspicious 
person at the Canal Road 
footbridge. Investigated. 
12:54 p.m. Hit and nm 
accident m Montague. 
Services rendered. 

I I:00 p.m. Hit and nm 
accident at Hillside 
Plasctics on Millers Falls 
Road. Unable to locate. 
Sunday, 5/30 
7:56 p.m. Assault and 
battery at the Cutlery 
Block on Third Street. 
Peace restored. 
Monday, 5/31 
3:28 p.m. Shoplifting at 
F.L. Roberts on Third 
Street. Investigated. 
6:06 p.m. Arrest of 

, for disordedy 
con uct on L Street. 
Tuesday, 6/1 
3:18 p.m. Shoplifting at 
Food City. 
5:42 p.m. Hit and nm 
accident on Davis Street. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MARK OP EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WINNER 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Professional 

OIi.LON <.:HEVROUIT INC. 
54MAIN ST 
PO BOX 729 
GREENFIELD, MA0130I 

Phone (413) 173-3678 
. Fax (413) 774-5746 

DILLON@CROCKER.COM 
Toll Free 1-800-698-3678 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn care to Us " 
Residential & Commmial - Fu/Iv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

Jonathan Abbott 
551 I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

t Carol's Beauty Nook 
";/7 29 G Street, Turners Falls ~-6-
(~ Open Tue, Thurs, Fri ~ 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 
(jift Certificates 413-~63-2 
7Lvaifabk 

got enlightenment? 
we're here to help 

HIM/\LA Y /\N VIEV5 
Thur to Sun • IO - 6 

South of Magic Wings on 5/ IO 665-5550 tibetanplaza.com 

~ ~OCUH J4U<UtaJle 
THE (HIJRCH §JREEI HONE 

24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A retirement home for independent senior 

women of Franblin County since 1942. 

f-amily-style meals, beautiful surroundings, 
and tl,e security of a lrnstcss on duty at all ti mos. 

Visitors always welcome! 
(413) 773-7252 
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.-.. 
BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
WGBJ host Sam Lively, brim
ming with ne1vous energy, gave a 
signal to the TV cameras, and 
ascended to the podium. He 
spoke to the small crowd that had 
assembled to hear the results of 
the Go Green Family contest's 
Eating Green challenge at the 
Strawbeny Festival. 

"The Tinker, Ba1tlett and 
Robbins-Levine families have 
taken different approaches 
towards this challenge-I have a 
feeling this one may not have 
been easy to decide. On that note, 
let me introduce our three judges: 
we have Judy Newton, with 
Citizens for Climate Protection 
(CCP), Jill Beber with Suppo1t 

BROOK'S from page 1 

with activity, the adults wiggling 
their ears rapidly to deter flies, 
the lambs wagging their tails 
when nursing. 

At this point in their new lives, 
the lambs both nurse and graze, 
and will phase out nursing over 
the summer. Today, a sunny, 
breezy day, when the threat of 
strong winds seems to have 
receded over the horizon, the 
flock is herded by two English 
Shepherds, Gemma and Joe. 
They move from the open pastw·e 
where the breakfast menu con
sists of grasses, clover and plan
tain (not the banana, but low
growing leaves of the genus plan
Iago) into a smaller temporaiy 
paddock. 

In the tree-shaded roadside 
swath where they regather, the 
menu is different: brush such as 
poplar, maple, birch and shrub 
saplings. 

Webber said, "Shetland sheep 
are more like goats in what they 
eat, which is to say, they eat 
almost eve1ything, even multi
flora rose and bai·beny!" 

The sheep shift locations 
eve1y few days in a system 
known as Management Intensive 
Rotational Grazing, or MIRG, so 
they thoroughly eat and fe1tilize 
an area, and vary their diet. 
Lightweight po1table flexible 

our Family Farms (SOF), and 
Peter Gomez with the US 
Organic Growers Association 
(OGA). Jill, who do you think 
should be taking away the prize?" 

"I'm impressed by the Tinker 
family's locavore commitment. 
The food they're eating comes to 
their house with the lowest miles 
traveled, a big savings in fuel. 
And even more important, nearly 
all of it is organic, so they're sup
po1ting sustainable fanning prac
tices. Of course I understand the 
Baitletts recently began a con
certed effo1t to eat local food as 
well." 

"But Jill, what about all the 
fuel and time they spent driving 
arotmd to find those foods?" 
asked Sam Lively. 

"And how practical is this 
approach during the winter in the 

fences, or flexinets, reposition 
readily. 

Webber is selling wool from 
these sheep at the farmers mai·ket 
in Montague on Monday after
noons. The yam is extraordinari
ly soft. She saved raw, lanolin
drenched fleeces for three years 
to send to be washed, carded and 
sptm at Still River Mill in 
Connecticut, which gave her 
back 140 pounds of yam, roving 
and batting. 

The yain is for knitting and 
weaving; the roving can be spun 
into yam by spinners; the batting 
is for felting. It comes in all the 
shades of Shetland sheep: black, 
brown, white and several distinct 
colors in between, for example, 
emsket (a Shetland word for 
grey), moorit and miogit, which 
are browns, and fawn, a beige. 

There's much more to this 
pleasant faim than meets the eye. 
Not just an experiment in agricul
ture - and it is an experiment in 
many ways, with, for example, a 
wild turkey inse1ting his genes 
into two generations of heritage 
breeds - it is also educational. 
The Vermont Wilderness School 
nms several programs at Brook's 
Bend for children during the 
school yeai· and dwmg the sum
mer. Wendell master herbalist 
Chris Mai-ano grows an apothe
cary of herbs there; he will be 
teaching at Brook's Bend on 
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Northeast when nothing green 
grows outside of a greenhouse?" 
intem1pted Judy Newton. 

Without giving Jill Beber a 
chance to respond, Sam Lively 
directed his attention to Peter 
Gomez. "And you, Peter? Who 
received your highest score?" 

"All three families have really 
done their best to choose organ
ics. But I do question both the 
purity of the organic label and the 
nutritional content of some of the 
foods the Robbins-Levine family 
purchases at Whole Fai·e and the 
Ba1tlett family buys at Shop and 
Save. The produce is more often 
than not trucked in from 
California or faither, and it loses 
nutritional content along the way. 
Plus, foods labeled 'made with 
organic ingredients' may be only 
70% organic. So, although the 

Herb Gathering and Medicine 
Making on Jtme 19th (see 
www.cleaipathherbals.com). 

A Shea1mg Day will also be 
held on Jtme 19th; children and 
families are welcome to watch 
hand shearer Kevin Ford, who 
can shear a sheep using hand held 
blades in less than ten minutes. 

It is a farm of many ideals
diversity, commtmity and sus
tainability. "Our vision of the 
faim at Brook's Bend is to be a 
place for many people to work 
and leain together," said Webber. 

That vision is fueled by 
Webber and Miller's enthusiasm, 
and also by an alphabet soup of 
organizations. First, the 
Agricultural Prese1vation 
Restriction Program, APR, has 
prese1ved the land for future agri
culhrral use, eliminating the 
threat of development. The 
USDA, the United States 
Depa1tment of Agriculhrre, 
through its Nahrral Resource 
Conse1vation Se1vice, NRCS, 
which ensmes that private lands 
are conserved, restored, and 
made more resilient to environ
mental challenges like climate 
change, has given Brook's Bend 
a grant from the Grasslands 
Reserve Program, GRP, to main
tain and increase open land and 
create habitat for ground-nesting 
birds. One way they do this is 
through silvi-pashrre, thinning 

Robbins-Levine family's receipts 
show the most organic foods, I 
like the Tinker family's approach. 
We know in most cases how their 
food is being raised." 

"But Judy-which family's 
strategy has the greatest reduc
tion on their cai·bon footprint?" 

"Unquestionably, the Bartlett 
family-they've completely 
eliminated meat from their diet. 
Growing two pounds of beef cre
ates more greenhouse gas emis
sions and other pollution than 
driving for three hours while 
leaving all the lights on back 
home. By giving up meat, 
they've shrunk their cai·bon foot
print by at least 1.5 tons of carbon 
dioxide a yeai·." 

Sam summed up the panel's 
decision. "Since reducing cai·bon 
footprints is the focus of the Go 
Green Family contest, our judges 
have decided that the Ba1tlett 
family, with their strict commit
ment to a vegetarian diet, wins 
the food challenge." 

"So, ymmg lady, how does it 

the forest edge to make the shade 
sheep crave, and increase habitat 
for deer, rabbits, birds and foxes. 

Eight chickens were killed last 
week, though, by an tmknown 
predator. So, maybe it's not wise 
to foster foxes. 

The culprit could have been a 
raccoon, a coyote or a weasel. 
The chickens have been provid
ing eggs to the residents and 
neighbors, but maybe not so 
many anymore. 

Webber and Miller work with 
the North American Shetland 
Sheep Association, NASS, to test 
and refine their wool, micron by 
micron; and with the American 
Livestock Breed Conse1vancy, 
ALBC, to conse1ve rai·e breeds 
and genetic diversity in livestock. 
Their heritage hrrkeys are on 
endangered and threatened lists 
but seem to be thriving on this 
verdant, fe1tile hilltop. 

The farm will be selling lamb 
and mutton in July, slaughtered in 
Athol and retwned frozen. About 
20 families subscribe to a version 
of a commtmity supported agri
culture faim, selling vegetables 
grown at the fa1m and other local 
produce (bread and goat cheese). 
If interested in joining, email 
suzanne@brooksbendfa1m.com. 
More info1mation on mid-week 
pick-up of produce is available at 
montaguema.net. Webber is look
ing for baiter to help set up the 
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feel to have won the food chal
lenge?" WGBJ host Sam Lively 
asked Jayden Baitlett, the only 
member of her family he spotted 
in the crowd. 

"Awesome." Jayden said. 
"You should try my dad's cook
ing-as far as I'm concerned, we 
can just keep this challenge 
going." 

"Well, it's time for anew chal
lenge!" aimotmced Sam. ''Now 
it's time for the Go Green fami
lies to show our audience how to 
save electricity. And to 'spai·k' 
you all on (Jayden winced at this) 
we will awai·d the winner of this 
challenge 3,000 kilowatt hours of 
renewable energy, cowtesy of 
GreenValley Power Utility 
Company. Of course, the more 
you reduce your electric use, the 
longer it will last! If you're ve1y 
frugal, it could be a couple 
yeai·s." 

"Fat chance for us on this 
one," Jayden thought to herself. 

Continued next issue ... 

farm's website. 
The fa1mers mai·ket on the 

Montague town green is held 
eve1y Monday tmtil October 31st, 
3-7 pm., to coincide with the 
hours of the Montague libraiy, 
which is open from 2-5 p.m., and 
from6-8 pm. 

CtuTently pa1ticipating ai·e the 
following faimers: 

• Suzanne Webber, with wool, 
flowers and vegetable starts. 

• Pinnie Sears and partner 
Billye Davis, selling free range 
eggs, in a delightful asso1tment of 
blues, greens and shades of 
brown from Americana chickens, 
also known as Easter egg chick
ens; also perennial plants. Later 
in the season they will have veg
etables. 

• Suzanne Kretzinger, of 
Hunting Hills, with greenhouse 
hanging baskets, flowers, herbs, 
and tomato plants. 

Faimers impatient with wait
ing lists at other local faimers 
markets ai·e slated to join; anyone 
with produce to sell is welcome. 
Call Pinnie Sears, the organizer, 
367-9746. The market, said 
Seai·s, is "a low-key affair," with 
no fee for paiticipants, and flexi
ble hours. 

One of the advantages of this 
small market, said Webber, is you 
can "sit ai·otmd and shai·e stories 

and get to know one 1!1111■.., 
another." !II 
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.ADIATOR • ::. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illi~g 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 

Locally owned since 1941 
Jt. 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413-773-1105 

LOCAL SERVICE • NATIONAL STRENGTH 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metl ife .com 

/'I loans s.tljed b approval. Cef1ain cxnlitioos 111d fees~- Mo!1age inarong proo.;ded by 

MeCife ttme Loans, a dMsooof Mellfe Bart, NA 8'.cal Hex.sing lender. ©2!XBME1l.FE. INC. @ 
PE.AJIJLJTS©l.lniled Fea1Lle S)mcate. Inc. L<rof6294{elcpO!XAJ Strtes]lDCJ UNDER SC 1 

"Helping 
Seniors 
stay 
comfortable 
in their 
homes 
a specialty• 

Robert Schmid 
Home Repair 
25 years experience 
Licensed and Insured 

Senior Discount 

Carpentry, Painting and Handyman Services 
413-548-9360 rs.home.repair@gmail.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 cjmorin2011@yahoo.com 

• Paving 
• Excavating 

--• Demolition 

• Power. Sweeping 
• andscaping 
• Seal Coating 

~Septi Turpers:Falls,,, 
41!3. 772.2155 

cell: 325.5596 
WVfW • .J>arlowpavingexcavating.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN Deja Brew, Wendell: Pat & Tex 
LaMountain with John White on 
bass, 8 to 10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 3rd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Nobody's 
Fat, jazz trio, 8 to 10 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Falltown String Band 
730, no cover. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: 

z At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
~ Bryan's Birthday Partyl $5 suggest
"' ed donation. Happy Jawbone 
~ Family Band, Zach Zucker Band, 
~ Jeez Louise 
:::; 

I MONDAY, JUNE 7th 
"' Transition Montague Presents 
~ Valley Time Bank Introduction, 7 to 

8 30 p.m. at the Montague Center 
Congregational Church. As the 
economy wobbles and money is 
harder to come by, it makes sense 
to explore alternate ways to meet 
our needs. The Valley Time Bank 
system is already in place and run
ning. 

Margo Valiante, singer song
writer, 7:30 p.m. 
www.myspace.com/margov. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 4th 

Cellist Stephen Katz. Fridqy, June 4 al the Monla!l'e Bookmil~ 8 
p.m. Arrivt ear!J far co11chu, armchairs, and to browse the books. 

North Star in Hadley will be the ben
eficiary of Hope and Olive's month
ly Free Soup and Games nighl 5 
p.m. Open to the public and free; 
snacks and goodies will be for sale 
and donations will be warmly 

Ferd's Amazing Card Party held 
at the Grange hall, Montague Center. 
Hearts, Spades, Oh Hell, B.S., Go Fish, 
Bridge, and other favoritesl Kid friendly. 
Bring a dish and beverage for dinner. 
Music, chairs, tables and wonderful 
neighborly interactions. $5 donation sug
gested, 6 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Stephen Katz. A cellist, vocalist, guitarist 
and award winning composer. 8 p.m. $15 
www.stephenkatzmusic.com. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, reg
gae, 9 to 11 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls Tracy 
Grammer, Jim Henry, Dave Chalfant, and 
Ben Demerath, 9 30 p.m. $5 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5th 
Family Fish Day at the Great Falls 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls. Fifth 
Annual Family Fish Day event from 10 to 
2 p.m. Free raffle for everything from fish
ing gear to fishing trips! No need to bring 
any equipment, we have it all. This year, 
we're adding face painting and fish print
ing1 

Violin Recital 
by students of 
S u s a n 
Conger, 4 to 6 
p.m. at the 
Montague 
Grange, 
Montague 
Center. 

accepted. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Best In 
Show on the Big Screen, 9:30 p.m. 
Free. 

WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 9th 
Great Falls 
Farmers Market. 
On the lawn near 
the Discovery 
Center, Avenue 
A.Turners Falls. 2 
to 6 p.m. Rain or 
shine every 
Wednesday. 

M O n t a g U e Boxcar LiUies perform al the Great fulls Discovery At the Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls B O Ok m i 11 , Center Coffie House on Fridqy, ]11ne 11, 7 p.m. 
Berkshire Jazz Montague 

Center: Long Time Courting. Bookmill Underground, 8:30 p.m. no cover. 
favorites: four individually accomplished 
traditional musicians and singers with 
fresh attitudes. Ellery Klein on 
fiddle/vocals, Liz Simmons on 
guitar/vocals, Shannon Heaton on 
flute/vocals, and Ariel Friedman on cello, 
this Boston-based band shares a love of 
traditional Irish and American music, as 
well as contemporary folk and pop. 
www.longtimecourting.com. $10 advance 
/ $12 door. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ghost Quartet, 
Jazzy Blues with a taste of fist fight swing I 

9 to 11 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls 50s 
Prom Night_lllll FREE (if you come in 
costume) 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6th 
Monthly Scandinavian workshop/dance 
series at the Montague Grange, always 
with great live musicl Open request danc
ing follows teaching. All levels of experi
ence are welcomel No partner necessary. 
$10 I $8 students, seniors, low income. 
Info (802) 451-1941 httpllmontaguescan
dia.org. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 10th 
Miles Orgasmic celebrates the release of 
their CD,Clouds, at the Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls. Percussive polyrhythms, 
pulsating pulse of electric bass, a 
panoramic spectrum of melodies are 
summoned by flute and electronically 
enhanced guitar. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11th 
Boxcar Ulies at the Great Falls 
Coffeehouse, 7 p.m. An evening of 
Americana music with a folk and rock 
influence. Doors open at 6:30. Museum 
and store open at intermission. Donations 
accepted to benefit the Friends of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
JUNE 11th & 12th 
Water Under the Bridge Music Festival at 
various sites in Turners Falls. Twelve dif
ferent venuesl See www.tumersfallsriver
cuffure.org for musicians. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls, 
Riverfest Weekend: Rivers of a Lost 
Coast on Friday at 7:30 p.m. Award win-

ning director and producer Joe DeFelice 
from Newfane, VT will be discussing the 
film. The Deerfield-A Working River on 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. Northampton resi
dent Elinor Lipman, who wrote the novel 
upon which the film is based will be guest 
speaking. Music before movie at 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 12th 
Arena Civic Theatre 40th Anniversary 
Gala at the Moose Club, Greenfield. The 
semi-fonnal event will provide a buffet 
dinner with a variety of meat and vegetar
ian dishes, dessert, a cash bar and a 
musical presentation of various show 
tunes spanning their 40 years of perfonn
ance in Franklin County. The Gala event 
begins at 5:30 p.m. with cocktails, dinner 
and performance. $30 tickets, pur
chased by June 5th. www.are
nacivictheatre.org/gala or call Sondra 
Radosh: (413) 549-1511. 

The Sirius Community Coffee House: 
Open Mic and featured performer Uz 
Rogers, singer songwriter. Accompanying 
herself on guitar, her voice has been com
pared to Joan Baez and Joni Mitchell; her 
songs speak of love, courage, beauty and 
the search for home. www.eliza
bethrogers.com. 8 p.m. $5 - $10, (413) 
259-1808. 

Bev Grant Concert and Dissident 
Daughters present radical social com
mentary in 3-part soprano and alto har
mony at the Echo Lake Concert Series in 
the Town Hall, Leverett, 7:30 p.m. $10 -
$12. (413) 548-9394. 

ONGOING 
On display at The Wendell Free Library: 
exhibition of work by Morgan Mead of 
Wendell. On display thru June 30th. 

Turners Falls Fishway open thru June 
20th. At Turners Falls Dam, behind Town 
Hall, 9 to 5 p.m. (413) 659-3714, free. 

Ill SPIT THI CHTH 
MONDAYS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Free ( excq,I some trips), open to lo,al 
tuns. Some nquire permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiw:d Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 

GREENFIELD 
f;,&.1)1)1:~ 

CINEMAS 
Main Sl Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri . June 4th to Thurs., June 10th 

1. PRINCE OF PERSIA PG13 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. MARMADUKE PG in DTS sound 
DAILY 6:40 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3 00 
3. SHREK FOREVER AFTER 3D 
DAILY 6:40 9:00 PG 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3 00 
4. ROBIN HOOD PG13 
DAILY 9:30 FRI, SAT, SUN 3:15 
4. IRON MAN 2 PG 13 
DAILY 6:30 FRI, SAT, SUN 3:15 
5. SEX IN THE CITY R 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. KILLERS PG!3 
DAILY 6:50 9:20 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. GET HIM TO THE GREEK 
DAILY 6:50 9:20 R in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN, MON 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 
Friday, 6/4 9 to 11 p.m. 

The Equalites, reggae 
Saturday, 6/5 9 to 11 p.m. 

A Ghost Quartet, jazzy blues 
Sunday, 6/6 9 to 11 p.m. 

Pat & Tex LaMountain with 
John White on Bass 

textmed acoustic folk-pop 

9 78-5 44-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Countzy Store 

www.DejaBrewPuh.com 

CHECK 

THEV00.NET 
for our 

NEW PUB MENU! 
and 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS! 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS 
TNEYOCIJET413·863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monument.s ¥-1fiYJVC 

~~ ~ People often come to see us 

because their porents 
ond their grondporents did. 
We're proud to hove 
1h01 kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 

- Goryond Nancy Melen 

~" We engr'!ve cf 
memories 

J that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, UA 

The perfect remembrance· ••"" 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist , Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREE.COM .it• 
Wendell, JIIA , • ~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie1 ""· , (t,~ 

Abo.ft Pace 
Computer Solutions 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair 61'.J" Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• C~@y/SlloM Smi~~Wlll'8 
• P@W®try 

• ~001Je Ari Dw@wo01Jg$ a01Jd 
IF@omillo01l~$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET • lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

111111 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 

., 
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Local Nature Notes·, 
BY JEN AUDLEY birds take a while to get the 

hang of flying. Look for 
birds taking short flights, making 
wobbly landings, and delaying 
tak~off until the last possible 

Things to See, }{ear and Do 
TURNERS FALLS - In June, 
look for: 

The new moon on June 12th, 
and the full moon on June 26th. 
For the first ten days of the 
month, look for the orange plan
et Mars and the blue star 
Regulus, about equal in bright
ness and very close to each other 
in the night sky. 

Wild grape leaves. You can 
make dolmas, or stuffed grape 
leaves, with the tender new 
leaves of wild Fox Grapes. Wild 
edible expe1t Russ Cohen writes 
"blanch the leaves in boiling 
water for 20 minutes, then wrap 
each leaf around a spoonful of 
filling and bake for around 45 
minutes." 

Baby birds. Look for duck
lings, goslings, and cygnets near 
water. These birds can swim, 
walk, and find their own food 
right away when they hatch, but 
their parents still stay close until 
they can fly. On the other hand, 
many songbird babies hatch 
naked, blind and totally depend
ent. Listen for the high-pitched, 
shrill som1d of them squeaking, 
and you may be able to find a 
nest. Stand quietly a safe distance 
away to see the hani.ed parents 
deliver tidbits of high-protein 
food (insects, gmbs, caterpillars, 
womis) to the nestlings. If you 
watch for a while and the adults 
don't return, back up! Ne1vous 
parents may refuse to visit the 
nest if you are standing too close. 

Birds learning to fly. Young 

ERVING from pg 5 
afraid to be working in the 
building by themselves. 

"It's eerie here when we're 
here all by ourselves," said 
Boyden. "If we're in om offices, 
we don't always hear the [front] 
door open. A lot of people stop 
here to use the bathroom." 

Boyden asked the board to 
consider spending money from 
$10,000 set aside six years ago 
to improve secmity at the town 
hall. She proposed installing a 
security camera that would 
allow workers to view the front 
door on their computer screens. 
She also proposed keeping the 
door locked at hours when 
workers are by themselves in 

The frogs of summer. The 
sounds of sp1i.ng peepers and 
wood frogs have mostly given 
way to the tri.ll of gray tr·ee frogs, 

Spring brings ma1!Y hungry mouths to feed. 

minute. You might also hear 
newly fledged birds making beg
ging som1ds, and see their par
ents bring them food. 

Lightning bugs, also called 
fireflies, flashing at dusk in 
grassy areas. The insects you see 
in the smnmer ( actually a kind of 
beetle) have only recently gained 
their flashy, flight-enabled adult 
f01m. They spent their youth as 
ground-dwelling larva, eating 
earthw01ms and slugs! This sum
mer's fireflies will live for only a 
few montlis more. The feitilized 
eggs they leave behind will 
become the next generation. 

the building, and after 5 p.m., 
and to install a buzzer system to 
allow workers to buzz people in. 

"I was with you all the way 
up to the buzzer," said board 
chair Andrew Goodwin. "There 
will be a lot of pushback," he 
said, from residents used to 
being able to walk freely in and 
out of town hall when depa1t
ment staff hold office hours. 

Hackett agreed to work up a 
secmity plan for town hall with 
police chief Chris Blair, and 
bring it back to the full board for 
consideration. 

Town clerk Richard Peabody 
said the town was proud to have 
received attention from Boston 
news media for being the first 

the "uh-oh" banjo twang of green 
frogs, and the insistent groaiis of 
bullfrogs. Keep an eye out also 
for toads - the adults in window 
wells ai1d gai·de11S, and tiny juve
niles emerging from ponds 
ai·om1d the end of the month. 
(Look for them on <lilt roads near 
water.) 

Strawberries. One of om 
region's eai'liest cultivated fiuits, 
mai1y local str-awbeny plants will 
beai· fiuit in June. Look for them 
at farm stands, faimei·'s markets, 
and groce1y stores neai· you! 

The sunset, right now at 
about 8:15 pm., and by the end 

town in the state to have 
achieved a I 00% rate of retum 
for census fo1ms for the 20 I 0 
federal census. But he said there 
was more to the story than the 
Boston Globe picked up. 

"I think what they're really 
saying is, 'Eve1ything we 
mailed out to zip code 01344 
came back."' 

But as residents know, many 
of the census fo1ms for Eiving 
came through Tmners Falls or 
Millers Falls zip codes, giving 
rise to concern that Eiving's 
population would be under
com1ted in the census. 

Newton said he knew of 
cases where residents called to 
try to str·aighten out the zip code 

of the month ai·om1d 8:25. The 
sun rises ai·ound 5:00 a.m. 
throughout the month, as we 
approach ai1d then pass the sum
mer solstice on the morning of 
Jtme 21. After this date, the 
amom1t of daylight we experi
ence begins to decrease a bit each 
day. June 24th is Midsmnmer 
Day - traditionally the halfway 
point between sowing ai1d har
vest for faimers. 

LEARN MORE: 
Water Under the B1idge Bike 
Tour 
Saturday, June 12th, 11:00 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. 

White bridge, red bridge, 
green bridge, one way, which 
way, fishway? Join Discove1y 
Center interpreter Janel 
Nockleby for a leisurely 90 
minute bike tour along the 
Tm11ers Falls Bike Path high
lighting the history of tl1e b1i.dges 
in Tm11ers Falls ai1d Montague 
City. Come leain about the mai1y 
challenges associated witl1 get
ting over the Connecticut River. 
Free. Meet at the birdbath out
side the main entrance to the 
Discove1y Center. For more 
info1mation, call 413. 863 .3221. 
Summer Evening Stroll 
Thursday, June 17th; 6:30 - 8 
p.m. 

Enjoy ai1 evening walk along 
the Canalside Bike Trail in 
Tm11ers Falls. Take advai1tage of 
the extra daylight homs ai1d get 
some exercise after diimer. Along 

confusion, with unce1tain 
results. Neve1theless, he said, 
"We'll take the accolades 
whether we dese1ve them or 
not." 

The Eiving recreation com
mission met with the select
board to update them on the 
summer park program, and 
other programs. Field tii.ps are 
planned to the butterfly musemn 
in Deerfield, the Pratt Musemn 
in Amherst, hiking trails on 
No1thfield Mountain, and 
Laurel Lake, among other desti
nations. Chair Rebecca Leclerc 
said it was not too late for more 
children to sign up, by calling 
413-522-0401. u 

the way, we'll explore the his
t01i.c village ofTmners Falls ai1d 
the watchable wildlife oppo1tmli
ties along the 1i.ver, including 
migrating fish and nesting bald 
eagles. Meet at tl1e pai·king ai·ea 
for the bike tr-ail on First Str·eet, 
next to the 1i.ver at the nortl1 end 
of the tr·ail. Sponsored by 
No1thfield Mom1tain. Free, but 
pre-registei· by calling 800-859-
2960. 
What's Happening with Fish in 
The Connecticut River? 
Thursday, June 17; 7:00 - 8:30 
p.m. 

Hatchery manager Mickey 
Novak will talk about the chai1ge 
in population numbers of 
Atlai1tic salmon, shad, blueback 
heni.ng ai1d stri.ped bass in the 
Connecticul. Free; Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, Tmners Falls. 
Sunset - Moowise Kayak 
Friday, June 25th; 5:30- 9 p.m. 

Float into the sunset ai1d 
almost full moon on a leisurely 5 
1/2 mile paddle from Rive1view 
to Bruton Cove sponsored by 
No1thfield Mountain. Travel past 
sites rich in cultm-al ai1d natm-al 
llist01y as we enjoy quotes from 
past river lovers, adventurers, 
ai1d log drivers who have had a 
c01mection to tllis sti·etch of the 
Connecticut. We'll stop along the 
way to enjoy om own brown bag 
dinners. For ages 12 and older. 
$5 witl1 own kayak; $30 with 
kayak rental. Pre-register by call
ing 800-859-2960. 

Montague 
Reporter T's 

Cool cotton gray T-shirts with the 
undernated blacb logo. Tell the 

world you subscribe to elegance in 
fashion and local journalism. All 
sizes available, from bids to XX
large. Long-sleeved: $14. Short-

sleeved or women's sleeveless T's: S12. 
Send checb or money order to: 

Montague Reporter, 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. On sole at 

the Great Falls Farmers Mamet, 
Wed afternoons on Avenue A. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. J 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

s 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.•fri. 10·6, Sat. 10-5 

Farm Store Open 
Thu. Fri. Sat. 12 - 5pm 

Emu Meat, Eggs & Oil Products 

66 French King Hwy. 
Gill Ma 01354 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials Gia,, 15, &111,120, App,1iz.tr1110 

Upcoming June 11'" - 12th MarkaMusic 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 




