
BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE
TURNERS FALLS - After years of
concern about its structural integrity, the
two story brick wall in the rear of 62
Avenue A came crashing down Sunday
night, June 19th, leaving tenants to
scramble for shelter in the middle of the
night. No one was injured, but the
attached fire escape collapsed with a
thunderous roar leaving the residents
with no secondary means of egress. On
Wednesday, while first floor tenants
were allowed to return, residents of the
second and third floors awaited
promised repairs that could take some
time to complete.

The wall itself, which was part of an

BY DAVID DETMOLD
Most people in town

breathe a sigh of relief
when the annual budget
cycle is over. This year a
$2 ,280 ,000
debt exclu-
sion vote still
looms, to pay
for 40% of
p l a n n e d
s e w e r
upgrades, but
other than
that, most
residents can
put thoughts
of town
f i n a n c e s
behind them
for another
year. Most
residents, but
not the intre-
pid members
of the capital
i m p r o v e -
ments com-
mittee (CIC).
They take a longer view.

The CIC normally

labors far from the public
eye, looking over the
long term needs of the
major town departments
for equipment and facili-

ties. Years of extremely
tight budgets have left

c a p i t a l
needs going
b e g g i n g .
P a v e m e n t
on side-

walks and roads through-
out town are cracked,
pocked and crumbling. A
number of departments
are working in cramped,

antiquated quarters, ham-
pering employees' ability
to do their jobs and serve
the public. In May, CIC
member Mike Naughton

BYZACH SCHONBRUN
WORCESTER - The
two teams were so alike it
was scary. Luckily for

Western Massachusetts,
the local girls played just
a little bit better.

The Turners Falls High
School softball team beat
Amesbury 2-0 in the
Division II State champi-
onship game on an over-
cast Saturday afternoon at

Worcester State College.
For Turners, it marked an
undefeated 25-0 season,
and their second consecu-

tive state crown. 
Amesbury (25-1) also

entered the game unde-
feated, and were the
Northern sectional cham-
pions, back
in their first
title game
appearance

since beating Turners 5-0
in the Division III finals
in 2000. 

But the Indians in blue
were able to
outplay the
Indians in red,
scoring early
in the 1st
inning on a
double by
senior third
b a s e m a n
Katie Kidder
and an error
by Amesbury
second base-
man Talia
M o n d a l t o .
They then
added another
run in the 5th
on an RBI
triple by
senior first
b a s e m e n
Kellie Brown,
but one run
was all pitcher

Julie Girard needed.
"She's a junior, and

she's not leaving," said a
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THE SAWMILL RIVER 
By student authors 
/ Page 6

WELCOME TO ERVING 
Bryant Stewart’s Mural
/ Page 7

CHAMPS AGAIN!

Owner
Promises
Quick Fix

for Collapsed
Egress

see SOFTBALL pg 10

Turners Falls Girls’ Softball team members revel in their Saturday victory 

DETMOLD PHOTO

Capital Projects Go
Begging in Montague

see CAPITAL pg 13

In the midst of its 114th season, the
Montague Community Band held its first
concert on Monday at Peskeomskut Park
in Turners Falls. The band is sponsored
in part by the town of Montague and by
a grant from the Montague Cultural
Council, a local agency that is supported
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
Upcoming concerts include:

June 27th • Masonic Lodge,

Montague City, 7 p.m.
July 11th • Peskeomskut Park,

Turners Falls, 7 p.m.
July 25th • Peskeomskut Park,

Turners Falls, 7 p.m.
August 1st • Buckley Nursing Home,

Greenfield, 6:30 p m.
August 8th • Peskeomskut Park,

Turners Falls, 7 p.m.

Gill Store 
will Reopen 
to a Green

Future

see COLLAPSE pg 14

BY KATHLEEN LITCHFIELD
GILL - Town residents Alden Booth and
Lissa Greenough have purchased the
202-year-old Gill Store and plan to
maintain its historical integrity while
continuing to build community the way
Susie Maddern did for the last 28 years. 

Booth and Greenough, who own The
People's Pint in Greenfield and run a
market garden from their Main Road
home, bought the Gill Store building
from Maddern on Friday, June 17th.  

"Susie has built up an amazing
amount of good will for the town center.
The store is a very important focal point
for the community and we wanted to
keep it as a locally owned store," said
Greenough. The purchase has been in
the works since last fall. 

see GILL pg 3

Shutterbug Ariel Jones poses in the slammer. The town has put off build-
ing a new police station for over 30 years. 

PHOTO: RAY ZUKOWSKI

Montague Community Band
Concerts In Full Swing

ARIEL JONES PHOTO
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PET OF THE WEEK CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS 
Worth the Drive Dog Visit and Pet Toy Making 

Miles 
Miles is a black domestic 

sho1t hair cat in need of a good 

home. While some cats may give 

you the cold shoulder, Miles will 

likely wind around your ankles 

and jump up beside you to enjoy 

your company. He's friendly and 

gentle and he'd make a wonder­

fol family pet. 

To leam more about adopting 

Miles, please contact the Dakin 

Animal Shelter in Leverett at 

548-9898 or via email at 

info@dakinshelter.org. 

TWO WEEKS OF FUN 
or a whole summer 

of safe, exciting child care 

7 Day Camps 
for ages 3-14 

451 M!!¥.enfield 

11,-3646 
We Build Strong Kids! 

Carriers 
Needed! 

Three different paper 
routes are available for after 
school hours on Thursdays on 
the Hill section of Tumers 
Falls. Contact the Montague 
Reporter at 863-8666 for 
more details. 

'Qt:be ;fflontague 
l\eporter 

at Carnegie Library 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Monday, June 27th, at 2 p.m., 
Martha Cutt of the Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society is bring­
ing two dogs and pet toy making 
to the Carnegie Library in 
Tumers Falls. Athena the Great 
Dane and mixed breed Maggie 
will visit with children of all 
ages and their families. Ma1tha 
will discuss pet care responsibil-

ities and talk about her pets. The 
children can make cat and dog 
toys for their own pets or for 
animals in the shelter. 
Donations of pet food, old bed­
ding and towels for the dogs and 
cats in the Greenfield Animal 
Shelter may be brought to the 
program. For more info1mation, 
please call the Camegie Library, 
863-3214. 

ERVING llBRARY NEWS 
Summer Reading Program Kickoff Event: 

Books are Celebrations 
Minstrel and Storyteller 

Ma1y Jo Maichack will lead her 
hilarious Books are 
Celebrations program at the 
Erving Public Libra1y on 
Tuesday, June 28th from 7 tp 8 
p.m. Children of all ages will 
enjoy this interactive show of 
folktales, ttmes, fiddling, cos­
tumes, and a paper folding sur­
prise sto1y. Pruticipants with a 
flair for drama will also help 
enact The Paper Bag Princess 
by Robe1t Mtmsch. This pro­
gram is free of charge. 

This fabulous perfo1mance is 
the kick-off event for the 
Library's Summer Reading 
Program series. Erving will cel­
ebrate the MA Summer Libra1y 

Adventure Theme "Going 
Places @ your libra1y", with 
biweekly programs. Story­
tellers, like Ms. Maichack and 
Davis Bates and live animal 
programs like Reptiles from the 
Boston Museum of Science and 
Out of Africa from Teaching 
Creattrres will get people think­
ing about places both far and 
near. The Erving Public library 
is located on Route 63 just south 
of Route 2. Libraiy hours are 
Mondays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 
to 8 pm., Tuesdays 3 to 6 pm., 
Wednesdays 1 to 4 p.m., and 
Thursdays 5 to 8 p.m. For more 
information, call the Libraiy at 
413-423-3348. 

Gill Montague 
Community Picnic 

Join your friends and neighbors for the closing event of the 

six villages "Raising Our Children" program 

featuring: Middle School Principal Jeff Kenney 

& the fabulous band Haven't a Clue. 

at Unity Park, June 27th, 
6 to 8 p.m. 

Free hotdogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers & soft drinks, prizes. 

In case of rain, the picnic will be held on June 30th. 

Call The Brick House at 863-9576 to check. ~ 

Sponsored by the Gill-Montague ,:-
Community/School Partnership I") L 
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FACES & PLACES 

Cellarholes are all that remain of old jarms on Dry Hill Road. 
See story, pg 5 
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' Congratulations to 
Mr. Michael Bosworth and 

Ms. Naomi Bosworth lindenfeld 
from all of us at 2.4 Third Street 

STRAWBERRY SUPPER 

"

June H • 6 P.M. 
Montague Center 
Congregational 
Church 

BAKED STUFFED CHICKEN 
BREAST • RICE • GRAVY 
• SALAD • HOT VEGGIES 

Homemade Breads • Strawberry 
Shortcake on Homemade Biscuits 

Price: $9 (children 10 & under $4} 

Reservations: 367-2736 

Special Town 
Meeting 

7:30 p.m. Monday, 
6/27/05 
Erving 

Elementarv 
School 

Zoning Bylaws will be voted on. 

"It's jrrst a 11tanc'11 ihrow from reaffty.' 
Groceries • Videos • Home B'a~ed Goods­

Beer - Wlne • Uqvor 

MON•SAT711SUNDAY8~ 
978·5--8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1 /2 mile s~uth of Wendell Center 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

NANCY L. DOLE 

B□□KS & EPHEMERA 

lll 

- -
BUYING AND SELLING 

USED BOOKS 
32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR 

SHELBURNE FALLS 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

SATURDAY SPECIAL 

ARTISTS 
CANVAS 

ROLL, STRETCHED, BOARDS, PADS 

1/3 OFF 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls• 863-4346 

Celebrating 95th Anniversary! 

Published weekly on Thursday 
24 3rd Street 

Twners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema net 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES June 21th -JUIV 1st 
Brick House News 

.Tum. 
Create & Record Your Own 

Music 

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to 

The Montague Repo1ter 
24 3rd Street 

Twners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy dead-
line is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for e1rnrs in adve1tise­
ments, but will print without 
charge that pa.it of the adver-
tisement in which an e1rnr 
occw1·ed. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse 
advertising for any reason 

and to alter copy or graphics 
to confonn to standards of the 

newspaper 

Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a m. to 2 p m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. Meal reservations need 
to be made a day in advance by 
11 a.m. Messages can be left on 
the machine when the center is 
closed (863-9357). Mealsite 
Manager is Chris Richer. The 
center offers a hot noon meal 
weekdays to any senior. 
Transportation to the center can 
be provided. Trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reserva­
tions by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 27th 
9:45 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. "Drug Benefit" pro­
gram by Lonaine York-Edberg 

and Daniel Moraski. 
Tuesday, 28th 
9:30 am. Tai Chi 
11 :30 a.m. Sing Along with 
Sylvia 
Wednesday, 29th 
10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 30th 
1:00 pm Pitch 
Fliday, 1st 
9:45 a.m Senior Aerobics 
11:00 am PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
reservations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at (413) 
423-3308. Lunch daily at 11 :30 
am. with reservations a day in 

advance by 11 a.m. 
Transpo1tation can be provided 
for meals, Thursday shopping, 
or medical necessity by calling 
Dana Moore at (978) 544-3898. 

Monday, 27th 
9:30 am. Exercise 
9:45 am. Library 
12:30 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, 28th 
9:00 am. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Oil Painting 
Wednesday, 29th 
10:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 30th 
9:00 am Aerobics 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

Every Tuesday & Wednesday thru summer 

Direct & Produce Video 
Productions 

Every Tuesday & Thursday thru sum­
mer 

Paint, Sculpt, Write, & More 
July 7, 8, 11, 12, and 13 

Draw, Paint, Make Prints & 
Collages 

August 8-12 

All Ages 
Create a Garden ~ Sat, 

July 2nd 
Be a Clown ~ Sat, July 9th 

Carve a Wooden Sign~ Sat, 
July 16 

Seniors 
Create a Video Memoir 
August 16, 23, 30, and 

September 6 
Paint in Watercolors 
August 18, 25, and 

September 1, 8 

For More Information 
The Brick House 

24 Third Street. Turners Falls 

413-863-9576 
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Notes from the Gill Town Hall POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST 

The Grove TOWN HALL 
CONSTRUCTION 
Due to reconstmction of the front 
steps of town hall, citizens and 
visitors must use the side or hand­
icapped entrance into the town 
hall through Friday, June 24th. 
Look for updates on www.gill­
mass.01g 

RECYCLING CHANGE 
Effective July 1st, the town of 
Montague will no longer pick up 
recycling for the town of Gill or 
accept refuse at their transfer sta­
tion from Gill residents. Duseau 
Trucking will pickup both trash 
and recycling on Friday mornings. 
Trash and recycling must be 
placed cw-bside by 7 a.m The 
selectboard is cturently negotiat­
ing access to a recycling transfer 
station for residents' use and will 

GILL 
continued from pg 1 

While Booth and Greenough 
own the building, which 
includes an apartment above 
the store space, Vicki Van Zee 
of Main Road in Gill is the 
main owner and manager of the 
Gill Store business venture. 

The three are working as a 
team to complete the interior 
renovations and necessary 
maintenance on the building, 
which includes updating the 
electrical wiring, replacing a 
walk-in cooler, increasing the 
retail store space and putting a 
fresh coat of paint on the walls, 
said Greenough. 

They hope to reopen the 
store by late summer. 

Under Van Zee's manage­
ment, the Gill Store will feahire 
a fresh inventory of goods, 
with a special emphasis on 
locally grown vegetables and 
locally produced fa1m products 
as well as arts and crafts. 

"Gill is rich in local faims 
and farming products and Vicki 
wants to emphasize the Green 
aspects of it, such as selling 
local honey, cheeses and fresh 
vegetables," said Greenough, 
who initially met Van Zee 
while sharing Gill farmer Cliff 

repo1t as soon as an agreement is 
reached. Rubbish stickers are 
available 24/7 at the Gill Mobil 
Station and at the town hall, 
Monday through Friday, 9:30 am 
-4:30 pm. 

WANTED 
Gill residents to se1ve on town 
boards and committees. There are 
cunently openings available on 
the finance committee, zoning 
board of appeals and board of 
assessors. Community is defined 
as sharing, paiticipation and fel­
lowship. Getting involved is a 
wonderful way to find out what's 
happening in yow- community. 
Town government cannot stuvive 
without it. So, if you feel you may 
have time to offer, talent to shai·e 
or perspective to contribute, 
please contact the town hall at 

Hatch's equipment and con­
versing about raising chickens. 

Van Zee said she feels 
blessed to live and work at 
Hatch's Upinngil Farm, where 
her passion for "locally pro­
duced, good quality food and 
sustainable agriculhire" is ful­
filled. 

"This is my first shot at hav­
ing my own business," said Van 
Zee, who is excited about 
"sta1ting a new venhire and liv­
ing in a community like this, 
such a special commtmity. 

"We really want to honor the 
spirit that (Susie Maddern) has 
created there. She is such a 
draw to the community," said 
Van Zee. "We plan to offer 
some really good quality foods. 
We'll have a seating area, and a 
deli, and be open in the morn­
ings for coffee and some baked 
goods .... It will evolve as we 
go. We're open to hearing ideas 
from people, of what they'd 
like to see there. We want Gill 
residents to feel like it's their 
store." 

Maintaining the store's his­
torical qualities is also impor­
tant to the new owners. 

"You look at Gill and people 
love it because it's so beautiful 
and has a rural character and 
small town (charm)," said 

flt fl£,14r4?f 
~s'1apm5 Your Uf~ 

30-Minute Fitness Center 
In the French King Entertainment Center 

413-423-3954 (ask for Fit Figures) 

Sl-tmm~ Sp~cial 
Save $25 off Enrollment 
When you want more than just curves! 

Daily Nutrition, Fitness 
Classes, Cardio-Ramp 
Classes, Yoga & more. 

Expires July 9th (with this ad) 

863-9347. 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
Monday, June 27th, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. There are six aiticles on 
the wairant. Three questions look 
to town meeting for direction on 
paving of Barney Hale Road, 
future use of the NMH gift 
accotmt and the sale of the 
Mariamante pai·cel. The remain­
ing tlu·ee aiticles request transfer 
of existing funds to supplement 
Fire Depa1tment expenses to 
cover payroll, repair or replace­
ment of the Jaws of Life and 
replacement of the boiler at Gill 
Elementaiy School. 

For more information on Gill 
town news, call the town hall at 
863-9347, stop by325 Main Road 
in Gill, or send email to: adminis­
trator@gillmass.org. 

The Picnic Grove in Lake Pleasant 
COURTESY OF THE MONTAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Greenough. "We wanted to take 
what has been working, and 
keep it going." 

Maddern, who closed the 
Gill Store on April 30th and 
would love to work as a retail 
clerk for Van Zee when the 
store reopens, couldn't be hap­
pier with the new owners as she 
looked toward the fuhire of the 
business she grew for almost 
three decades. 

"I started praying in October 
that a Gill family would be our 
buyers. I said, 'Lord, it's up to 
you,' and it's pretty precious. 
They have a love of this little 
old store and they like old," she 
said in a recent inte1view. "I'm 
relieved that it will remain 
much the same as it has been 
and I'm excited about the 
changes that will happen, too." 

II 

BY LIONEL GIRARD 
LAKE PLEASANT - A pine 
grove between Barber Avenue 
and the lake formed a nahu·al 
amphitheater that was made 
into a picnic site with a band­
stand by the Fitchburg Railway 
Company in 1872. Later a 
speaker's platform was built 
and the hillside above it was 
ranked with wooden benches 
for the htmdreds of people who 
came to hear the lech1rers. 

Weekend trains delivered as 
many as 2,000 visitors to picnic, 
dance, listen to band conceits 
and to hear such speakers as 
Elbert Hubbard, William 
Jennings Bryan and Robert 
Ingersoll. One witness remem­
bers sitting enthralled as 
Ingersoll waved his clenched 
fist at the sky and declaimed, "If 
there is a God in heaven, let him 
strike me dead on this spot." 

The Lake Pleasant 
Spirih1alists were free thinkers. 
At a time when the Battle of the 
Little Big Hom waited to be 

Abolt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
PC REPAIRS AND UPGRADES 

QUlCKBOOKS SUPPORT & TRAINING 

MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE 

VfRUS REMOVAL 

PC SETUP AND TRATNrNG 

413-367-0025 
abtface@bellatlantic.net 

Office Hours by Appointment 

surEE~ KOWSPORTIIIG ~ 
WIREJESSINTEBIIEJ: ~ 

(Whoawhoawhoa.) 

A]wavs Hot Dryers! 
Suzee's Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

fought, they advocated 
women's liberation. Lake 
Pleasant rode the crest of a 
wave of earnest inquiry that 
swept the nation between 1870 
and 1920. The Chautauqua 
movement of education camp­
meetings started in New York 
state spontaneously in 1874, the 
same year that the Spirimalist 
and Liberalist Campmeeting 
Association of Massachusetts 
was fo1med at Lake Pleasant 
and held its first convocation. 

Eat In or Take Out! 

BURRITOS. 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUESADILLAS 

Now serving 
Peoples Pint Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

~ 
~ -

·45 Years of Growing 
Experience 

·200 Acres of Nursery 
Plants 

·Garden Center & Gifts 
·Container Plants 
• Landscape Design 
• Residential Plants 
·Trees & Shrubs, Mulch 
·Annuals & Perennials 
• Delivery Service 
Available 

Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am - 7pm 

Saturday 7am - 5:30pm 

Nursery and Garden Center 
135 Millers Falls Road 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Tel: (413) 863-2510 
Fax: (413) 863-3079 
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Capital Plans 
We applaud the work of the 

capital improvements commit­
tee, outlining the needs of the 
town of Montague for major 
new facilities and infrastructure 
improvements over the remain­
der of the decade. The CIC has 
advanced a proposal for a com­
munity center to combine the 
libnuy, the senior center, and the 
parks and recreation department 
near town hall and Unity Park. 
They have proposed a safety 
complex combining the police 
and fire departments in the cen­
ter of town. 

Putting these concepts on the 
table is a welcome step. The 
next step is getting the various 
departments to agree to them, 
and winning the suppo1t of the 
townspeople to pay for them. 

We are impressed with the 
foresight of smaller towns, like 
Wendell, who wisely identify 
capital needs far in advance and 
put aside money at each annual 
town meeting to pay for them. 
By so doing, they hope to avoid 
painful and divisive Proposition 
2½ override attempts. 
Wendellites have been salting 
away $10,000 a year for a new 
libraiy for the last five years, 
and a similar sum for a new 
pumper for the fire depa1tment 
for nearly a decade. Perhaps 
smaller towns have more flexi­
bility, and pay less per capita for 
services like police and road 
maintenance than Montague, 
with its urban center and 100 
plus iniles of public roads. 

Still, when it comes to major 
capital projects, particularly 
those that will alter the use of 
landmark public buildings like 
the Carnegie Libra1y, which has 
served its original purpose now 
for a centmy, we think 
Montague could take a leaf from 
the playbook of some of its 
neighbors. It was the town of 
Erving that first introduced us to 

the concept of the public 'char­
rette.' Charrette is a 19th 
Centllly French te1m adopted by 
planners in the 21st Centtuy to 
refer to a community brain­
sto1ming session. Erving held a 
chaiTette to discuss the future 
use of one of its old inill build­
ings. Wendell called a charrette 
last year, in December, to see 
where residents wanted to locate 
a new libraiy. More than 40 peo­
ple packed the senior center to 
discuss the matter. A week later, 
Gill saw 60 residents tllln out 
for a charrette at town hall to 
consider options for the use of 
12 acres of open land the town 
had recently purchased on Main 
Road. Residents came away 
from each of these meetings 
energized by the experience of 
participating in fundamental 
decisions that would alter the 
makeup of their towns, and 
shape the use of public space 
and buildings in their towns for 
their future, and their children's 
futtu·e. And, equally impo1tant, 
they came away with a sense of 
responsibility for the plans they 
helped to make. 

There's a world of difference 
between a small committee of 
elected or appointed officials 
choosing where a library, a 
police station, or a senior center 
is going to be located, and a 
decision-making process that 
invites and involves as many 
citizens of the town as possible 
in ftmdamental public questions 
like these. Montague will find 
this especially true if the town is 
tmable to put away sufficient 
ftmds to pay for these projects, 
and is forced to evenmally ttun 
to its citizens for a tax ovenide 
to pay for them. Now is the time 
to bring together as wide a circle 
of residents in the planning for 
our long delayed capital projects 
as possible. 

The Montague Reporter is a nonprofit, independent newspaper; a 
project of Montague Community Cable, Inc. We welcome and encour­
age letters, editorials, and a1ticles from all residents of Montague, 
Gill, Erving, Wendell, and swrounding communities, for publication 
on a space available basis. We reserve the right to edit submissions. 
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Downtown 
Turners is Filled 
:with Aging Brick 

Buildings 

Condemnedl 

~✓ 

~ 
Fortunately, we maintain an aggressive inspection program. 

LETTER uf.Ji1HE EDITOR 

Shut 'etn Down 
Growing up on suburban 

Long Island in the 50s, I had no 
idea what to do with "nattrre". 
No one ever told me, and I 
guess I never asked. Kids only 
know what they ai·e taught. So, I 
did things that were kind of 
weird. They weren't weird then, 
they were just the stt1ff of boy­
hood. "I" and sometimes "we" 
(the boys I hung out with eve1y 
day) would shoot at squinels 
using marbles and a Whamo 
slingshot. We also would pull 
the feet from the bodies of frogs 
and salamanders. I suppose you 
could call our behavior "scien­
tific experiments" to be kind 
and forgiving. But, what was 
really going on then was com­
plete ignorance. We didn't have 
a clue, and no one ever told us 
what was right and wrong, the 
mles so to speak, about how we 
should act in the nattrral world. 
Today, we have the clues, we 
have the knowledge, and we 
know what is right and wrong. 

In the 1950s and 60s, another 
"scientific" experiment was tak­
ing place in America. Nuclear 
power, the splitting of the urani­
um atom to boil water, make 
steam, and produce electricity, 
was sold to us as "atoms for 

peace," and in our ignorance, 
we were told that it would pro­
vide us with "electricity too 
cheap to meter." Nuclear power 
was the key to "the world of 
tomonow." But, we were never 
told that our air, our land, our 
rivers and our bodies would be 
contaminated by the radioactive 
waste released relentlessly from 
these reactors. We were never 
told that we would have to deal 
with 77 ,000-plus tons of high­
level radioactive waste that is so 
toxic it must be isolated from all 
life forms for 100,000 yeai·s and 
more. We were never told there 
would be a plague of cancers as 
a result of exposure to radiation. 
We were never told we would 
be living next to a tenorist tar­
get. We were never told that if a 
nuclear accident occured there 
would be no one to sue, we 
would have to abandon our 
homes and there would be no 
insurance coverage (just read 
the nuclear exclusion clause in 
your homeowners policy). 

Right now, the Senate is 
debating the furore of nuclear 
power. The Bush/Cheney power 
block, owned by the nuclear 
industry, is pushing for an 
expansion of nuclear power. 

We welcome your letters. 
\lrbe ;!fMontague l\eporter 

24 3rd St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 reporter@montaguema.net 

This time, we're not the ignorant 
children we were when nuclear 
power was first sold to us. This 
time we know the scientific 
experiment failed with a devas­
tating legacy of cancer, toxic 
waste, and the "taking" of our 
land, air, and water. This time 
we can speak up and be heai·d. 
This time we can act as if there 
is a tomonow. Call the Senate 
switchboard at 202-224-3121 
and tell your Senator, "No 
expansion of nuclear power, no 
billion dollar subsidies to a 
failed technology, shut 'em 
down!" This time, we know 
what is right and what is wrong. 

- Harvey Schaktman 
Citizens Awareness 

Network 
Shelburne Falls 
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' Day Ttrip 
Through Montague's Past 

the rocky streambed. 
This went on for at least 
half an hour. Dori and 
Daniel took it very well, 
with only one brief near 
meltdown and only one 
"why are we doing this?" 
My response was the 
classic, "It's Fathers Day" 
look. 

Then we suddenly 
came upon a large, old 
stone foundation. This 
was clearly a farmhouse 
that was inhabited in the 
early pa1t of last centwy. 
I told Dori and Daniel 
there was once a commu­
nity on top of Dry Hill, 
with its origins in the 
eighteenth cenhuy. We 
looked at a reproduction 
of the 1 794 map that 
shows the road as a major 
east-west county road. 
(See www.montague­
ma.net; photo essays: 

Hill farmers on Dry Hil4 as in other parts of Montague, planted sugar maples 
beside the roadwqy for ease of harvest The old county road has 

Dry Hill Road History.) 
An 1858 map shows a 
community, including a 
schoolhouse, at the top of 
the hill. It lists the names 
of each householder. But 
seeing the old fotmdation, 
after climbing a mile of 
nearly impassible road is 

long since washed out, as seen here. 

BY JEFF SINGLETON 
DRY ffiLL - "What would you 
like to do for Father's Day?" Dori 
asked. I thought about it for a 
few days before the perfect plan 
occuned to me: a trip up Thy Hill 
Road, where signs of one of the 
earliest settlements of Montague 
can still be found. By "up D1y 
Hill Road" I did not mean the so­
called "Thy Hill Cross Road" 
which begins at Chestnut Hill 
and heads west into Montague. 
Nor did I mean the disputed 
sho1t route up the hill through 
Jim Senn's prope1ty to the old 
graveyard. Father's Day is not 
the time for litigation or political 
controversy. 

about half the way; the upper 
half is a dirt road, a large portion 
of which is in fact now a 
st:reambed. We decided to take 
mountain bikes to the top and 
ride back down the long route 
via Chestnut Hill. 

Pushing a bicycle up a rocky 
streambed is, well, what you 
might call an acquired taste. 
"Are you sure you want to do 
this?" I asked rhetorically. I had 
already made it clear that this 
was Father's Day and Thy Hill 
Road was my call. 

different. It gives a dramatic, 
almost physical sense of time 
and histo1y. 

Dori and Daniel instanta­
neously got it. There were no 
more "why are we doing this" 
glances in my direction. 

Settlers in Montague in the 18th 
Century established farms and 
sawmills on Dry Hill, Taylor Hill 
and Chestnut Hill in order to 
escape the buggy, marshy low­
lands then called "Swampville" 
(now called Montague Center). 
The descendents of the original 
farm fatnilies evolved a hard­
scrabble culmre that included 
subsistence fanning, cattle rais­
ing, maple sugar production and 
lumbering. 

The independent, adaptable 
Yankee hill fa1mer evenh1ally 
fell victim to economic and cul­
hiral change. Cattle and daiiy 
products ceased to provide the 
margin that small fa1mers need­
ed to buy consumer products. 
And there were more of those 
consumer products available to 
those who might prefer to work 
at a gas station, at the Millers 
Falls Tool Company, or even to 
attend the state agricultw·al col­
lege in Amherst, a mere ten miles 
down the road. 

So the commtmity on Dry 
Hill began to decline, and with it 
went the road. The hill faimers 
had no doubt banded together to 
maintain the road. By the Second 
World Wai· there were very few 
farmers left neai· the top of the 
hill. The Tumers Falls Water 
District bought up the land of 
departing residents and, along 
with private landowners, en­
gaged in logging operations with 

heavy trncks. These vehicles 
may have helped destroy the cul­
ve1ts that kept the spring rains 
off the road. Then, in the late 
1990s, a major flood event - a 
huge "microburst" - washed out 
the westem section of the road 
down to rock and ledge. 

Near the top of Thy Hill, the 
road, maintained by the water 
district, improves dramatically. 
We were able to bike past 
numerous foundations and cellar 
holes, remnants of a community 
long gone. We imagined that a 
large fotmdation might have 
been the stop for the old stage­
coach heading east to Boston. 
Another seemed to coincide with 
the map location of the one-room 
schoolhouse. We visited the old 
graveyai·d, and fotmd the broken 
stones bai·ely visible amidst the 
late spring brush. 

Then it was a fast mile down 
the other side of the hill, a right 
on Chestnut Hill Road, through 
the woods, splashing through 
mud puddles, jumping the rocks 
and past another old schoolhouse 
(still standing). Another right at 
the old sawmill and we were fly­
ing down No1th Leverett Road. 
No peddles necessaiy. Even if 
you do not have a taste for histo-
1y, even if you are not a dad, this 
pa1t of the trip is total compensa­
tion for the hard slog up D1y Hill 
Road. 

No, I was talking about the 
road that sta1ts at Route 63 and 
climbs n01theast. It is paved 

Dori and our nine-year-old 
son Daniel took the concept in 
stride and enthusiastically ped­
dled the mile or so of pavement 
to where the dirt "road" starts. 
Then we began to push our way 
up through the mud, the bugs and 

The famlhouse fotmdation 
raised two other questions, how­
ever. Why did people settle on 
Dry Hill over 200 years ago and 
why did the road decline so dra­
matically in the middle of the 
20th Centwy. The answer to the 
first question used to be that the 
original inhabitants of many 
New England commtmities set­
tled on hills to watch out for 
Indians. Now it appears that the 
true answer has more to do with 
ecology than frontier warfare. 

One of the Je111 remaining culverts that once kept spring rains from 
washing out Dry Hill Road. 
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The ~ge Basketball Clinic 
at Pioneer Regional High in Northfiel 

David Hastings, Coach 

July 11 to 13 9am-3pm Grades 3-6 
July 18 to 20 9am-3pm Grades 7-10 
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Home: (413) 648-8959 
Email: CoacbHastings@aolcom 
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Local Authors Score with Latest Book 
BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
School's out for summer, but 
for students in Maureen 
Keating's 3rd grade class at 
Montague Center School it 
has been an unforgettable 
year. After all, they are some 
of the youngest authors 
around, and they have written 
and photographed and pro­
duced a book that is both 
valuable and wonderful. 
Entitled The Sawmill River: 
Now and Long Ago, the richly 
illustrated 1 7-page text 
explores the historical devel­
opment of the river, explained 
in the children's own words. 

Grounded in a year-long 
multi-seasonal sh1dy with fre­
quent visits to the river, the 
children wrote the words and 
created the artwork contained 
within the large bound pages. 

The resulting tome is a 
tribute to their hard work, to 
the dedication of Keating and 
art teacher Ann Larsen, and to 
the support of local historian 
Richard Colton and others 
who shared their time and 
knowledge with the young 
authors. 

After completing each 
piece of their research, the 
third graders came together 
for a 'scientific symposium' 

Along the Sawmill River 

~r~1 
I !rt! . ll ~~::la"-~~ 

For thousands of years up to the L 600'5, the 
Pocumtuck Indians lived by Lhe river. Their 
village was called Maltampash. Today we know 
thal village by the name of Montague Center 

run by one of 
the students in 
collaboration 
with Colleen 
Kelley, elemen­
tary science 
coordinator for 
the Hitchcock 
Center in 
Amherst. They 
would review 
what they had 
learned and 
examine what 
they needed to 
include in their 
notebooks. 
Then they 
would write the 
text and create 
the beautiful 
illustrations to 
accompany it. 

Pictured above, the students in Maureen !.<:eating's third grade class at Montague Center 
School proud authors of The Sawmill River: Now and Long Ago 

The project 
was part of a two-year study 
of the river funded by grants 
from the Massachusetts 
Environmental Institute, 
under a school community 
program called Environment 
as an Integrating Context 
(EIC). The underlying 
premise of the program is to 
utilize local learning opportu­
nities like the Swift River, 
and local resource people to 
provide an inter-disciplinary 

L_, n I ral 

approach to learning. The 
children put together their 
exploration of reading, writ­
ing, science, history and art to 
complete the project. In tum 
the experience provided a 
whole approach to learning, 
one well suited to their devel­
opmental process. 

Although the fifteen chil­
dren originally wanted to pro­
duce a book for kindergarten­
ers, they came to realize that 

The Dyke Mill on 
Central Street has been 
1 here since the l 700's 
It started out as a forge 
for making things out 
of iron. Later a water 
wheel was put on the 
building and it was used 
as a grist mill and then 
a saw mill. 

the complexity of the project 
would be more suitable for 
their own age group. 

The book is dedicated to 
the children of Montague 
Center; it is a great read for 
all ages. 

The Sawmill River: Now 
and Long Ago will be on dis­
play at the Montague Center 
Library in July. 

Don't miss it! 

Some of the handsome!J illustrated pages from the Montague Center 3rd Grader's book entitled, 
The Sawmill River: Now and Long Ago on display at the Montague Center Library in July. 
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH 
DINNER on Friday & Saturday Evenings 

104 4:h Street • Tumers Fc1]Js • Tel: 413-863-4064 

~issance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

Richard Mascavage (413) 863-4246 
Owner Open 7 Days A Week 
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CO. Fills - T-Shirt, Uniform & Cap Printing 

101 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Pam Veith Real Estate 
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75 Main Stre 
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Office: 413-498-020 
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Barbara A. Ectson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-91 
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SINCE 1888 

Daniel J. Snyder 
Agent/Broker 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: dan@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

863-4373 

FIT FIGURES 
30-Minute Fitness Center 

For \.Vomen, Senior Citizens & Youth 
Coed Hours Available 

Fitness Classes, Massage & More 
We make exercise Fun!! 

Located in the French King Entertainment Center 

413-423-3954 lasll ter Fit Fi1ures1 



June 23, 2005 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 7 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Treatment Plant Concerns Aired 
BY IVAN USSACH 
ERVING - The selectboard 
received a letter from the state 
Depa1tment of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) concerning an 
inspection made in March of 
2005 at the town's publicly 
owned water treatment facility 
in Elving Center (POTW) #2, 
operated by Erseco, a division 
ofEiving Paper Mill. The board 
appeared to be familiar with the 
contents of the letter from pre­
vious communications. The let­
ter, dated June 10th, began by 
summarizing the characteristics 
of the plant's wastewater (efflu­
ent), based on the plant opera­
tor's own reports from 2004. 

According to the letter, "The 
facility met the pemlitted para­
meters overall with the excep­
tion of BOD (biological oxygen 
demand) average monthly 
exceedences for the months of 
April and May and TSS (total 
suspended solids) average 
monthly exceedences for the 
months of April. In addition the 
monthly average phosphorus 
limit was exceeded during the 
months of August, September 
and October." An enor in calcu­
lating the amount of fecal col­
ifo1m present was also noted. 

The DEP noted the following 
concerns from the March 
inspection: A damaged baffle 
had been fotmd, that was not 
containing scum, and had been 
repaired since the inspection; 
pH (acidity/alkalinity) was not 
being properly analyzed; the 
facility was deficient in subnlit­
ting several reports required by 
its discharge (NPDES) pernlit, 
including a technical report 
"analyzing local limits," an 
annual sludge report, and a plan 
to monitor "ambient river tem­
perature upstream of the out­
fall;" and there was a discrepan­
cy in the analytical procedure 
used in the dete1mination of 
BOD. 

In the letter the DEP also 
stated that the facility's plans to 
conve1t its existing chlorine gas 
disinfection system to liquid 
sodium hypochlorite (which are 
cunently being reviewed by 
DEP), must include "provisions 
for an alarm system" and that 
DEP approval is required for 
both the facility's possible 
upgrading of the aeration sys­
tems for its lagoons - if tllis 
would be considered a "major" 
modification - and the renewal 

of the cunent 30-year contract 
between Erseco and the town. 

Millers Falls Mill Sale 
Confirmed 

Mark Abramson of 
Benchmark Pratt Realtor con­
fumed that International Paper 
Company has accepted the bid 

historic preservation?" asked 
Skelly in conclusion. 

Parks and Rec Procedures 
Outlined 

Jacquelyn Boyden, repre­
senting the town recreation 
comnlittee, met with the board 
to update them on a meeting 

will be clearly posted at all the 
parks listing closed/quiet hours 
from 9 p.m. to 5:30 am. The 
signs are needed for the police 
department to enforce com­
plaints by residents against 
youths who nlight be hanging 
out and making noise. 

There is one open slot on the 
recreation committee to be 

filled, for 
a term 
through 
May of 
'06. 

Welcome 
S i g n 
Complete 

made at auc­
tion on Jtme 
13th, for the 
Millers Falls 
Paper Mill, 
f r o m 
Northern 
California's 
To w e r 
Investments, 
f o r 
$500,000, 
with a 
$50,000 
buyer's pre­
mium. 
According 
t 0 

Abramson, 
the closing 
on the 44-

Arlist Bryant Stewarl puts the finishing touches on the new 
Welcome to Erving 

Artist 
Bryant 
Stewart 
stopped by 
to inform 
the board 
the new 
Welcome 
to Eiving 
"mural" 
has been 
installed 

mural on the east side of the French King Bridge. 
acre proper­
ty, located 
mainly in Eiving with a thin 
strip along the Millers River in 
Montague, will take place by 
the end of July. Included in the 
sale is the cenhuy-old, 220,000 
square foot null building, which 
Tower intends to lease out "for 
appropriate uses," as an invest­
ment property. 

Historic Commission Inquiry 

The board also received a 
letter from Christopher Skelly, 
the state Historical 
Comnlission's director of local 
government programs, concern­
ing the need for historic preser­
vation activity in the town. 
Spuned by publicity over the 
possible demolition of the his­
toric train station (which 
housed the recently closed Box 
Car Diner), Skelly noted in his 
Jtme 14th letter, addressed to 
Dennis Rindone of Briggs 
Street, that "at the present time, 
Erving does not have an active 
local historical comnlission and 
is not in a good position to pre­
serve its historical resources." 
Fmther, Skelly wrote, the town 
"has outstanding needs in iden­
tifying and documenting its his­
toric resources. Do you sense 
an interest in Eiving regarding 

that included Dave Labelle, 
who does park maintenance 
work, Paul Prest (highway 
supervisor) and Linda Downs­
Bembury (selectboard mem­
ber). Boyden reported it was a 
ve1y constructive meeting, with 
"everyone speaking the same 
language." 

A process for submitting 
work requests was clarified. 
When the comnlittee identifies 
something needing attention, it 
will contact the board (through 
Jeff Dubay, the recreation com­
nlittee liaison), who will autho­
rize Prest to direct LaBelle to 
perfo1m the task. Simple, right? 
Hopefully this anangement will 
avoid the confusion that has 
occasionally maned the work­
ing relationships of those 
involved. 

Boyden mentioned a few 
other items discussed at the 
meeting. For one, she said it 
was decided that any organized, 
regular use of park facilities 
must be signed for. Recently, 
she said, a men's softball team 
had not signed up and had made 
a mess of the field at Zilinski 
Park. The other town parks 
include Veterans Field, and the 
two small parks at Church 
Street and Park Street. Signs 

on the east 
side of the French King Bridge. 
Several board members compli­
mented him for his work, and 
board member Andy Tessier 
added, "Pete is happy," refer­
ring to Pete Cavanaugh, an 
advocate for replacing the old, 
worn mural painted by Stewa1t. 
"You gotta' look at it close," 
Stewa1t said. 

Stewa1t also inquired about a 
call he received from engineer­
ing consultants Tighe & Bond 
regarding a monitoring well on 
his property. Tessier explained 
the monitoring well is one of 
several required by the DEP as 
pa1t of the process of closing 
the Maple Avenue landfill. The 
wells are intended to monitor 
pollutant nligration from the 
landfill. If the level of pollu­
tants detected is low enough, 
the landfill can be closed to 
197 6 standards, rather than the 
more expensive measures 
required by today's standards. 

In Other News 

The board opened three bids 
received for the contract for 
roof and skylight replacement 
at Fire Hall #2. The lowest bid 
was subnlitted by Greenwood 
Industries, Inc., of Worcester, 

for $78,790. The company's bid 
materials will be reviewed by 
Tighe & Bond. 

The board approved the bid 
from Advance Corp. of 
Chicopee for $43,890 for a fuel 
storage system, based on the 
recommendation of highway 
supervisor Paul Prest. 

In response to a request from 
Kenneth Mitzkovitz concerning 
long-term access to the proper­
ty he cunently owns and the 
town is about to purchase, the 
board has informed him he will 
not be allowed any access to the 
prope1ty after the sale closing 
date, which is expected on or 
around July 29th. 

The town will try to lock in 
its fuel cooperative bid this 
week at $1.35. 

Administrative Coordinator 
Tom Sharp was resotmdingly 
reappointed as town rep to the 
Franklin Cotmty Solid Waste 
Management District. Sharp 
thanked the many people who 
have supported him and vowed 
to make this year the best one 
yet for the town's solid waste. 

The board will convene at 7 
p.m. next week at the Erving 
Elementa1y School, prior to the 
scheduled 7:30 p.m. special 
town meeting. New zoning 
bylaws will be considered at 
that meeting. 

The Eiving Historical 
Society is holding open houses 
on Stmdays from 1-3 p.m., from 
July 10th - 31st. Their office is 
located on Main Street, west of 
the fo1mer Box Car Diner. 

WEDIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 
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to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

-William Carlos Williams 

Poems from the 8-Blue Team, Great Falls Middle School. 
Teachers: Dave Hoitt, Laura Moore, Amanda Kaczenski and 

Nancy Champoux. 

Sun spills over me 
when drinking my tea 
on a day so bright 
tea tastes light 
on my tongue 
wind swooshes 
through my wavy hair 
scent of fresh grass 
touches my nose 
vivid colored 
flowers' petals feel 
soft against my 
rough feet 
silent pond 
my lonely yard 
you can hear tiny 
frogs' musical croaking 
flies buzz 
with their sticky 
wings right in front 
of my nose 
wind so unexpected 
soft and gentle 
bends tops of 

Fishing 

I cast out my line, 
The reel screeched, 
going, going, going 
going like a football being thrown 
until I couldn't see it, 
Lost in the shadows, 
The bait I fought to see, 
SPLASH 
It hit the water 
Sinking, sinking, sinking, 
It hit bottom, 
A bewildered look upon the fish 
Staring, staring, staring, 
Curiosity caught the fish, 
I started to reel in, 
He wriggled off the hook 
I'll get him again I said, 
I'll get him again. 

--Teddy Dunbar 
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A mosquito chomps on my arm 
the first time tonight 

the fire spitting sparks 
into my face 

making me sweat 
My dad heaves more wood 

into the fire 
All I can hear is the 

snap, crackle and pop 
of the hissing fire 

almost reaching the tree 
limbs above 

Such a beautiful sight 
on such a peaceful night 

-- Emma Banning 

Cool air strokes my sweaty face 
The sun hammers down on my head 
It is on fire 
my skin 
getting redder and redder 
riding by a house 
smelling barbecue ribs 
hot dogs 
everything smelling so .. 
scrumptious 
my dry mouth 
waters 
my mind 
flutters away 
looking out at the 
sparkling lake 
calling me to jump in 
birds chirp 
fish jump 

--Shelby Sayer 
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from Sandy Kosterman's Second-Third Grade Class 

at Gill Elementary School 

Scent of hamburgers and hot dogs drifts 
steadily 
Birds sing their last songs before crickets take over 
with a new tune 
Clothing is yanked from the line 
Light becomes dark 
Stars fill the sky 
The moon is now in charge 

--Chelsea Bocon 

trees like they are bowing 
my back starts to 
hurt from the rough 

Tributes to Family - from the Hillcrest School 
and uncomfortable chair 
I slip out of the chair 
and on to grass 
I sit on grass 
soft as a kitten's fur 
bright as an "A" in my grade book 
enjoy the evening 
on earth everything starts 
to live again 
everything has a new beginning 
to me it's like life starts over 
like having a new beginning 
but to others life never has 
beginnings only the endings. 

--Nadia Filobokova 

The birds are chirping 

As we all sit here 
almost like fake puppets 
we start to drift off into 
Lala Land 
No one quite pays any attention 
to much of anything. 
It all feels as if it's gray 
like in an old English movie 
Then everyone is frozen in place. 
It's just as if 
we're all a part of a gray 
painted 

picture 

--Lacy Cardaropoli 

The soft breeze blowing through my hair 
Then on my body cooling me from the warm 
sun which I haven't felt for the longest time. 

As I look around in this almost unfamiliar 
environment I see leaves beginning to tum 
the everlasting green that warms my heart to see. 

I look towards the mountains. 
I can see them waving in the heat 
of the first day without snow 
covering the beautiful green peaks 
of them. 

Once I see the signs of a 
new incoming season I am 
ready for the change. 

Family Time 

Mothers, brothers, fathers and sisters help us 
when we are down. 
When we are hurt. 
When we are sick, they help us too. 
They are kind and nice and sweet! 
When mothers, brothers, fathers and sisters 
get sick , we help them. 
Family time is all the time. 

--Victoria Dalton & Danielle Conant, Grade 2 
-Teacher: Jane Oakes 

Families. 

A family cares for you when you need 
a helping hand. 
If you get hurt , they are there for you. 
Helping and caring all the time. 
Friendly to everyone. 

--Matteson Heath, grade 2 
-Teacher: Gloria Funkhouser 

Families 

Families help each other 
Being fair and kind. 
Playing and working, working and working 
For fun. 

-- Liam Ellis, grade 2 
-Teacher: Gloria Funkhouser 

Renaissance 
Excavating . 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CO. 

COMPLETE SITE 

WORK 
--­ " • SEPTIC 8c DRAINAGE SYSTEMS• SAND, GRAVEL 8c LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

scsc 
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Tired of that ugly patch of 
yard the grass just won't 
grow on? Beautify your 
property with a patio or 
walkway ofpavers by Ideal. 

Parents Are Very Special 

Parents are very special 
They take us places that put smiles on our faces. 
They take us to the Creemee to buy us 
an ice cream cone 
That is extra gleemee. 

Grandmas and grandpas, uncles and aunts 
take us to school while our parents work. 
That makes them cool! 
When they drive and walk us to school. 

--Allison Cooke, Grade 1 
Teacher: Betsy Burnham 

A Family Poem 

Families are great. 
Brothers, sisters, dads and moms too. 
Family members there for you. 
They always help you when they're hurt. 
Arguments and agreements, too. Families are 
always around you. 
Families! Families! Families! 

-- Alexander Fitzpatrick, grade 2 
-Teacher: Gloria Funkhouser 

56 4TH STREET • TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 013 76 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
B.ROKER 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

fAX (413) 863-4949 
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More poems from the 8-Blue Team, Great Falls Middle 
School. Teachers: Dave Hoitt, Laura Moore, Amanda 

Kaczenski and Nancy Champoux. 

Pools are opened 
Motorcycles are put on the road 
The sight of that red '69 
Mustang 
Makes me want to jump in 
And drive away 
as fast as I possibly can 

The sun is shining 
There's not a cloud in the sky 
I can't wait 
For class to get out 
I have a game to go to 

I woke up this morning 
The sun shining in my eyes 
I had to hide my face 
under the covers 
I heard blue jays and robins 
Chirping endlessly 
I could tell 
By the sound 
This was going to be 
a wonderful day' 

--Jodi Hallett 

The Night Before Baseball in April A Day at the River 

We arrive at 2:30, She stands on a cliff, A new spring day 
birds chirping 
Deep ridges in the sand 
The waves splashing 

It's almost too cold for short sleeves, 
Until we start playing. 

Sacred, as if from the window of an airplane. 
Her feet are moist 

The game starts, as if she were standing in a puddle of mud. 
Just like the wild night before. 
Seagull poop all over me, 

The sun is still high in the sky like a 
juicy lemon, 

Fresh air swirls around her. 
She jumps. 

My head hurt 
A broken beer bottle next to me 
And I remember a strange figure 
Hitting me with it the night before 
It must have knocked me out cold 
Well what's done is done. 

The ground is all muddy and wet like 
a half-cooked brownie. 

Into the water she goes. 
When she lands the water splashes 

Up and around her body. We let up 18 runs in the first inning 
and lose the game 24-3, She is like a fly caught in the web of a spider. 
But at least I'm outside in the fresh 
air again. 

Little bubbles swirl through her hair, 
Like fish swimming through the sea, 

Trying to make their way through the seaweed. It brings you back to the college days 
Doesn't it? 

--Kyle Christenson 

Prisoner of the Oak 

I lay against an oak tree 
The bark rough 

--Joey Gaida 

knots and cracks form an old face 
The Merlin peering out after 
his judgment, traitor to the old religion 
The Moragan bound him to the tree 
He can't harm us any more 
So I lay against the tree 
with my book 
Reading of his imprisonment 
his legs outstretched around me 
his face against my own 
His arms hang low to embrace me 
I drift into a sleepy trance 
I feel the power in the tree 
It hums with nature's song 
I lay asleep next to Merlin 
THE PRISONER OF THE GREAT OAK TREE 

--Nick Imbimbo 

It's Finally Here! 

You wake up in the morning 
and for the first time in a long time 
you can hear birds chirping. 
the sun's warm rays hit your face through the window. 
walk outside and smell the fresh air. 
the scent of blooming flowers. 
you can hear the bees buzz 
all around you and up above 
the geese are soaring from the south. 
the soft grass poking in between your toes 
carries a smile to your face. 

It is finally here! 

TIM PREVOST 
Residential Loan Officer 

• VA Loans· Construction Financing· Stated Income· Low 
and No Money Down Programs • No Documentation Loans 

Call now for free consultation and pre-approval! 

National City 
Mortgage ® 773-8984 
A Clivision of National City BanK of lneliana 

Gliding down the trail 
Wind flying by 
The earth shaking 
Gray-blue sky 

Mud soaring from the tire treads 
through the air 
making turns oh so careful 

Over the hills, 
across the streams, 
climbing the rocks 
that washed up from the rain. 

Spitting mud through 
the trees like pollen 
floating off of 
bumblebees 

--Stephanie Scopa 

Newborn animals scared 
of the sound 
well aware of what's around 

Breaking in the overgrown trails 
back and forth, side to side 
climbing slopes in overdrive. 

Through the creeks, 
Water splashing 
Stones flying ATVs crashing. 

It must be spring. 

--Tyler Hagmaier 

How Fast Do Smiles Fade? 

Sometimes I come to school with a grin, 
Some people wonder: Where has that person been? 
But deep down inside, it hurts really bad. 
Not many know what experiences I've had. 

I come into classes sometimes with a smile, 
And most of the time, it stays for a while. 
But then it can quickly fade, 
When somebody throws a sharp-pointed blade. 

This blade is the words that someone has said, 
Had thrown at my heart, and there it is-dead. 
The smile has faded, the happiness gone, 
That grin didn't stay there for very long. 

So watch what you say, it might really sting. 
Remember that words are a powerful thing. 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

Jujt ~fnp 
We Buy Anything From a Pin 

To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360 

9 

~the poetry page 

When 

When I see you, it feels like 
my heart cries out to you 

When I'm next to you, 
I get so nervous that sometimes words stay locked 

in me. 

When you hold my hand I feel like I am 
floating and when you let go of me tears begin to fall, I 

begin to melt. 

When we talk on the phone I feel like I can tell 
you everything but when I stand next to you, I hide 

what's inside. 

All I want to tell you but never can is, 
I Love You 

--Julissa Ruiz 

Walking down the street with my mother 
So radiant 

We look at the sky, a bright glorious sun that goes with 
some soft white fluffy clouds 

We walk and we hear a sound so uplifting it sounds like 
birds chirping 

I whistle and they respond to me 
Then I hear some kid yelling. It wasn't delightful but it seems 

they are having fun 
We stop all of a sudden and when I look around I see the 

Creemee and we get a nice cold ice cream 
Ice cream runs down my face like I was running in a race 

I stop and I am sweating like Niagara Falls' 
We continue walking back home and I smell some fresh 

cut grass 
I start sneezing like one of the Seven Dwarves 

So we get home and we sit on the porch watching the gold 
streaked sunset 

The purple clouds gather with pink tips like whitecaps on waves 
A cold wind blows and the rain begins 

We retreat to the house 
What a day it has been' 

--lmmaculata Gonzalez 

from Sandy Kosterman's Second-Third Grade Class 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • P.O. Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 
Mary Lou Emond HOME: 413-863-4568 

CRS, GRI. CSR EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com 



10 

SOFTBALL 
continued from pg 1 

smiling head coach Gary 
Mullins. "She just got stronger 
and stronger as the game went 
on. It was matvelous." 

Girard struck out four of the 
last seven batters she faced, total­
ing nine on the afternoon, surren­
dering only four hits and walking 
none for the complete game 
shutout She allowed only two 
runs on 18 hits in five games this 
postseason, raising her playoff 

down Allison Murphy on a tag­
up play at home plate, ending a 
Turners Falls scoring opportunity 
after Murphy's leadofftriple. 

Waters, a three-time league 
player of the year, finished the 
game 2-3 and took the loss on the 
mound, surrendering two runs 
( one earned) on four hits, one 
walk, and three strikeouts. 

Turners has now won 31 
straight games, and becomes the 
first team since Monson to win a 
state title and finish undefeated, 
as Monson did in Division III in 

~ 
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Kidder, Jillian Sicard, Sara 
Girard, Jaclyn Bastarache, 
Shelby Landeck and Marissa 
Sicley, it will be their last hoorah 
in Indian blue, and what better 
than to go out on top? 
Undefeated in two straight play­
offs, unbeaten in 31 consecutive 
games, unrivaled at the head of 
the state, these girls have a lot to 
be proud of. 

"We all kind of believed that 
softball was our sport," said 
Brown, who is headed to 
American International College 

in Springfield where 
she hopes to keep dig­
ging in at first base. 
"Mr. Mullins has told 
us to play with our 
hearts, and if he wants 
it, we all want it. 

"I'm going to miss 
everyone, every­
thing," added Brown. 
"Winning is fun." 

But it isn't easy. 

Team co-captain,first baseman Kellie Brown, exults in victory efter Turners' 2-0 defeat 
of Amesbury High on SaturdC[J) June 18th. Brown's RBI triple in the fifth added 

Winning once, maybe, 
as sports and leagues 
and competition has 
seen through its ages, 
can be a fluke, a 
whim, a stroke of luck 
or a twist of fate. The 
worst teams lose, but 
the winners aren't 
always the best As the 
Yankees and their 
fans, in their jealousy, an insurance run, but one was all pitcher Julie Girard needed 

unbeaten streak to l O dating back 
to last year. 

"The defense behind me has 
just become so incredible," said 

1991. They join Smith Academy 
as the only Western 
Massachusetts team to win back­
to-back titles. 

" 

• 

have remarked toward 
the Red Sox, "even Idiots can get 
lucky once". But to win twice, 
now there is something you just 
don't find in every backyard dia­

mond. 
Over the course of 

the year, or perhaps 
years, this team has 
become a symbol of 
the county. One could 
see it in the throngs of 
fans who drove the 
distance to Worcester 
or Springfield to 
watch and to cheer. Or 
the headlines in the 
daily newspapers. Or 
the proud sign posted 
outside the high 
school. 

Left to right Third baseman Katie Kidder, left .fielder Sara Girard and right fielder 
Allison Murpf?y don their victory medals. Kidder and Murpf?y each had extra base-hits, 
and Girard's diving catch on Kati Corrigan 's line drive to left in the fifth inning was the 

defensive highlight ef the game. 

And you get the 
feeling that, win or 
lose, they've been 
immortalized, etched 
into Turners Falls his­
tory based purely on 
not why or when they 
did it, but how. 

Repeat champions, 
those who start and 

Girard. "They have given me the 
confidence to throw all my pitch­
es." 

True to her word, the Turners 
Falls defense backed Girard 
superbly, highlighted by a diving 
catch by Sara Girard on a hard-hit 
line drive by Kati Corrigan in the 
5th inning. 

Amesbury did not surrender 
their first loss without a fight. In 
the 6th inning, Girard pitched out 
ofa first and second jam, as well 
as an early pressure situation in 
the 1st inning after a triple by 
pitcher Ashley Waters, leaving 
her stranded. A great throw from 
Amesbury centerfielder Lindsay 
Miller in the 6th inning gunned 

Offensively, Turners was led 
by Brown, who went 1-2 with a 
walk, stolen base, and RBI triple, 
as well as Girard, who helped out 
her own cause with a single and a 
run scored. Katie Kidder (double) 
and Allison Murphy (triple) each 
had extra-base hits. 

For Mullins, it was win num­
ber 400 for his career, but he 
knows it means more for the sen­
iors. 

"I guess that's the worst part of 
this day," he said. "It's the last 
time you'll get to see them. They 
have been just matvelous. Three 
of them have started as freshmen, 
and they are an incredible group." 

For Kellie Brown, Katie 

end with the target on their backs, 
are built on work, pride, determi­
nation, and usually some talent. 
Or so they say. 

Luck has positively 
nothing to do with it. 

Unless, of course, 
it's in regard to the 
skies, which began to 
truly open up and pour 
its showers only after 
the Turners girls had 
their trophy in their 
grasp, again. 

II 
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TFHS Girls Softball Team 
2004-05 Division II MIAA 

State Champions! 

Turners ace Julie Girard bears down for the final out. 
And Congratulations to Coach Mullins on his 400th Career Victory! 

Judd Wire 
124 Turnpike Road, Montague 
863-4357 

Renaissance Builders 
P.O. Box 272, Turners Falls 
863-8316 

A.H. Rist Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
159 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4373 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse 
32 Federal Street, Millers Falls 
659-3384 

St. Stanislaus Society 
6 K Street, Turners Falls 
863-0187 

Montague Elks Lodge 
1 Elks Avenue, Turners Falls 
863-2521 

Alternative Health 
Consulting 
Roxanne Bonnette 
181 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 
413-824-9826 

Hillside Plastics 
262 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 
863-2222 

Country Oil 
540 Northfield Road, Bernardston 
648-9912 

Sweeney Ford Lincoln 
Mercury, Inc. 

Greenfield Savings Bank 
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4316 Rooted in Turners Falls 

773-5453 
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1 
The Turners squad lines up to receive the championship tropf?y. 

Carroll's Supermarket 
33 East Main Street, Millers Falls 
659-3312 

Ink & Paint Printing 
40 Industrial Blvd, Turners Falls 
863-8615 

HallKeen Management Inc. 
Powertown Apartments 
152 Avenue A/PO Box 48, Turners Falls 
863-9433 

Jay K's Liquors 
59 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-9900 

Connecticut River Internists 
9 Burnham Street, Turners Falls 
774-5554 / 774-3751 

Equi's Candy Store 
125 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-9588 

Plow Frau & Bow Wow 
Sita Lang 
834-PLOW (7569) 

Rau's Auto 
531 Turners Falls Road, Montague 
367-2475 

Couture Bros. 
187 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4346 

Green Fields Market 
144 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

Food City 
250 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-9591 

bellybowl 
104 4th Street, Turners Falls 
863-4064 

Pipione's Sport Shop 
101 Avenue A 
863-4246 

Montague Police Association 
863-8911 

Al and "Puff" Dray 
Your Dedicated Fans from Deerfield 

Gill-Montague School Committee 
863-9324 

www.montaguema.net 
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Turners Falls Permanent Firefighters 
863-9023 Congratulates the Girls' Softball Team 

(413) 320-5336 

Montague Bookmill • The Holbek Group • Eastern 

Weatherization • Canal Street Studios• Cup 0' Joe• Dolan & 

Dolan Attorneys • The Brick House • The Langknecht Fami.ly 

Thanks tor 
another great 

victorvand 
another great 

season! 

BORDEAUX CARTOON 

You make us 
proud! 

"Simp½'the.t~ ~ CUAXche.l,t; ~ badde4it'~~0-ntthe.tpl.anet: PerlbtL" 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SEELCTBOARD 

Free Cash, Ford Parts and Fiske Pond 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN 
WENDELL - At its June 15th 
meeting the Wendell select­
board scheduled two special 
town meetings, held a hearing 
for a Class III auto salvage 
license, and began to deal with 
the town's ownership of Fiske 
Pond. 

The finance committee 
shows a free cash balance of 
$218,696, which needs to be 
ce1tified by a town meeting in 
this fiscal year in order to make 
it available for use. Because the 
wanant must be posted two 
weeks before a town meeting, 
selectboard member Dan Keller 
asked town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich to have the one article 
wanant written the next day, 
June 16th so that as assistant 
constable he could post it in 
time for a town meeting on June 
30th, the last day of this fiscal 
year. Aldrich also made calls to 
town moderator, Kathy Becker, 
and town clerk, Anna Hartjens, 
to make sure they were avail­
able that evening. 

The finance committee rec­
ommended that $80,000 of the 
$218,696 be used to lower the 
tax rate, and the rest be put into 

the stabilization fond. 
Another special town meet­

ing will be held July 13th for the 
proposed new library, the town 
septic system, and the proposed 
new town office building. The 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) will 
notify the town about its grant 
application on July 7th. In order 
to continue with the library 
building project, the town has to 
approve its share of the cost. A 
preservation easement on the 
front two thirds of the cunent 
town office building would 
allow the town to be eligible for 
a grant from Mass Historic to be 
applied towards restoring that 
part of the building. Librarian 
Rosie Heidkamp was appointed 
project coordinator. 

At the July 13th town meet­
ing the town will be able to 
approve money for the final 
design of the Center septic sys­
tem. The selectboard appointed 
a septic design and constmction 
committee consisting of 
Christine Heard, Jim Slavas, 
Bob Leet, Dan Keller, Sharon 
Genzler, and Rosie Heidkamp, 
all of whom were members of 
the original town center septic 

study committee. 
Mark Fontaine, Andy Rice 

and Brian Shepherd, of Andmar 
Industries, met the board at 7:30 
to apply for a Class III license 
for the automobile salvage yard 
at Mo1mon Hollow. They plan 
to purchase the business from 
the cunent owner, Bill Landiy, 
lease the prope1ty, and continue 
operating much as Landiy had. 
Landiy said they wanted to get 
the license in place before they 
sta1ted the pape1work for trans­
fening the business. Conditions 
were set that continue the cur­
rent operations, with an EPA 
ce1tified fomace that bums all 
the drained fluids except 
antifreeze, and a limit of 350 
vehicles on the site, although 
Fontaine and Shepherd hope to 
keep that number lower. Hedges 
will be maintained along the 
property sides, and vehicles in 
front will be few and orderly. 
Hours will be 8:00 am. to 5:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 
with extended office hours until 
8:00 pm. to catch internet busi­
ness from California, and 8:00 
am. to 4:00 pm. on Saturday. 
Fontaine hopes to take advan­
tage of Mo1mon Hollow's exist-

HIGHllGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POUGE lOG 
Wrong Place to Run a Red Light 

Thursday 6-16 
3:55 pm. Report of illegal 

dumping at Poweitown Apartments. 
Subject notified and trash removed. 

6:20 p.m. Report. of shoplifting 
at Food City. Subject told not to 
enter store again. 

Fliday 6-17 
7:23 pm 

-was airested on a straight wai·­
rant 

was airested 
on Avenue A by Subway and 
chai-ged with operating a motor 
vehicle undei· the influence of liquor 
(3rd offense), driving with an open 

container of alcohol in the motor 
vehicle, and a red light violation. 

Saturday 6-18 
3:38 pm. Report ofa domestic 

disturbance at a 3rd Street address. 

was airested and charged assault 
with a dangerous weapon and 
assault with intent to murdei·. 

Stmday 6-19 
7:31 pm. After a 911 call from a 

Vladish Ave address, -I, ofVladish Avenue was airested 
and chat-gee! with trespassing. 

Monday6-20 
5:38 pm Report of a motor 

vehicle accident at TFHS, no 

injmies. Male subject summonsed. 

6:43 p lll. Aftei· a motor vehicle 
stop on Central Street,_ 

was ai1-ested and 
charged with no inspection sticker, 
seat belt violation, operating a motor 
vehicle with a 1-evoked license, and 
possession of a class D drug. 

Tuesday 6-21 
I I :00 am. Report of a loose dog 

on 2nd Street. Refell'ed to Animal 
Control officer (the complaint, that 
is, not the dog). 

I 0:35 pm Repo1t of a domestic 
disnu·bance at a B1idge Street 
address. Found to be verbal only. 
Report taken. 

ing reputation as a supplier of 
Ford parts. 

Police Chief Ed Chase, 
finance committee members 
Michael ldoine and Lee 
Trousdale, and conservation 
commission member Charles 
Smith met the selectboard to 
discuss issues of parking and 
enforcement at Fiske Pond. A 
family whose property abuts 
Fiske Pond has complained 
about parking along their fence, 
and those present decided to 
post both sides of the road from 
the comer of West Street and 
Locke Hill Road to 100' beyond 
the vehicle entrance with signs 
saying, "Vehicles subject to 
towing." The conservation com­
mission will pay for the signs 
and the highway department 
will install them. The highway 
department is building an eight­
vehicle parking lot on the prop­
erty, close to the road, behind a 
stand of white pines. Vehicles 
parked there after dusk or 
before dawn will be towed. 

Trousdale said the police 
could not use conservation com­
mission money for the extra 
patrols and responses, and 
ldoine added that the police 
should contact the finance com­
mittee if they need more money. 

The conservation commis­
sion has contacted Mark Stuart 
to build a 4' x 5' info1mational 
kiosk just inside the parking 
area. 

Keller told Smith the conser­
vation commission needs to 
contact the board of health 
about testing the water at Fiske 
Pond, and to look into who will 
do the testing and and who will 
pay for it. The board of health 
has the regulations; in a public 
swimming area water needs to 
be tested weekly, and each test 
costs $100. 

Idoine went on to say that the 
finance committee had devel­
oped the position that the town 
meeting vote, which had 
Wendell paying more than its 
share of the Swift River School 

budget for the third year in a 
row, does not waive the original 
contract between Wendell and 
New Salem. That contract states 
that each town will pay its share 
based on the number of students 
attending from each town. He 
said the contract should be 
enforced, and a town meeting 
should add language stating that 
extra money approved at town 
meeting was not withstanding 
the contract, and was taken 
without regard to the vote in 
New Salem. Without that lan­
guage, the town that votes the 
lower amotmt of money sets the 
Swift River budget. The addi­
tional language can be added at 
the July 13th special town meet­
ing. 

Neither the town accountant 
position nor the pait time pro­
fessional assessor's position has 
been filled yet. Aldrich reported 
she had received only one 
response to the ad for a one-day­
a-week assessor, and that not 
promising. Six or eight other 
towns are looking to fill similar 
positions. The Franklin County 
Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) may be able to pro­
vide an accountant, but that 
would cost the town $16,000 a 
year. There may be a possibility 
of sharing an accotmtant with 
Buckland, and the selectboard 
asked her to talk with someone 
from Buckland about that. 

Aldrich has already been 
talking with Buckland about the 
newly authorized professional 
assessor position. There is a 
possibility that Buckland and 
Wendell could hire one person 
to fill both towns' needs. A job 
description that was taken from 
Leverett's half-time professional 
position satisfied assessor Paul 
Sullivan, and both he and the 
other assessor, Ma1y McBride, 
were willing to interview candi­
dates. The acting clerk offered 
another possibility, a consulting 
firm, Coliere and Trumbell, that 
could do the job, or even hire 
and train a person to do the job. 
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Trust Fund Honors Montague Conservationist 
BY AMANDA GARRISON 
MONTAGUE - The town of 
Montague's Conservation Trnst 
Fund has been renamed in honor 
of Herny Waidlich, Montague 
fanner, long-time conservationist 
and resident of East Mineral 
Road. It will now be known as 
the Henry G. Waidlich 
Conservation Trnst Fund. 

According to town planner 
Robin Shennan, this trust fund 
"is dedicated to the purpose of 
protecting land and resources," 
in the town of Montague. Over 
the years, Waidlich has encour­
aged town meeting members to 
budget money for the fund. 

Waidlich was one of the 
founders of the Millers River 
Watershed Council in the 1960s, 
and served on the Montague con­
servation commission for over a 
decade. He has also been a town 
meeting member and a select­
board member, as well as a mem­
ber of many other town organiza­
tions and committe.es. 

According to Shennan, "this 
fund has contributed to the per­
manent protection of more than 
300 acres of farmland m 
Montague." 

Waidlich remembers when the 

CAPITAL 
continued from pg 1 

pointed out to town meeting that 
this year even nonnal annual req­
uisitions for capital projects like 
hazardous waste removal, a new 
police crniser, and a new trnck 
for the highway department were 
funded out of the town's stabi­
lization fund rather than the gen­
eral tax levy. "That's like using 
your savings account to buy gro­
ceries," Naughton said. 

This year, the CIC decided to 
trade their green visors for a bit 
of the limelight, delivering a 
report to town meeting prioritiz­
ing Montague's capital needs for 
the next five years. (See table) 
The committe.e also offered a 
rough estimate for what these 
projects would cost: "somewhere 
between $10 million and $20 
million." For a town like 
Montague, that's a pretty rough 
neighborhood. 

"We are well aware of the 
town's financial situation," said 
committee chair Les Cromack. 
"But we are tiying to make peo­
ple aware of all the things that 
are facing the town. We know not 
all these things can be done at 
once." 

In fact, the town has been put­
ting most of them off for 
decades. "We're living with a ter­
rible situation," said Naughton. 

money in the trust fund totaled 
only $1,500. Now, Sherman said, 
the fund totals $65,592, but that 
is not nearly enough to perma­
nently stave off development on 
even a small fraction of the 
remaining unprotected farmland 
in town. 

One of the main purposes of 
the trnst fund is to provide 
matching contributions to the 
state for Agricultural 
Preservation Restrictions (APRs) 
on local farms. Recently, the 
conservation commission 
approved the expenditure of 
$25,000 to protect approximately 
17 acres of farmland m 
Montague Center. 

However, according to 
She1man, there are approximate­
ly 1 700 acres of farmland in 
Montague that are not enrolled in 
the APR program. 

"Opportunities to protect 
fannland often come up quickly, 
so it's ve1y important to have the 
funding on hand," said She1man. 
There are farmers in town who 
have shown interest in participat­
ing in the APR program, but 
there are cw1'ently none on the 
waiting list from Montague. 

The APR program, statewide, 

We haven't spent any money on 
the police station in 20 years. No 
money for the libra1y in 100 
years. No money from town cof­
fers on the sidewalks in five 
years. The town hall needs more 
work, the roof needs replacing, 
the top floor storage area has 
been declared unsafe, the air con­
ditioning is old and expensive." 

Naughton said the committee 
ti-ied various approaches to prior­
itizing the major projects, "What 
will benefit a lot of people? What 
won't cost a lot of money? What 
already has a plan?" But in the 
end the committee members dis­
regarded these measured 
approaches, and voted their gut 
feeling that the town needed to 
build a new police station even 
more than it needed a new 
library, renovated elementary 
schools, or any of the other 
pressing capital needs. 

"The police station is a law­
suit waiting to happen," said 
Cromack, who has been a town 
meeting member on and off for 
nearly 40 years. The town has 
been studying where and how to 
build a new station for almost 
that long. 

"When I first got on the job 
here in 1976, they were talking 
about a new facility then," said 
Monmtague Police Chief Ray 
Zukowski. "Back then it was 

Henry G. Waidlich 

has been generally successful in 
putting restrictions on farmlands 
so that development will not 
eliminate their agricultural use. 
Land is usually worth more for 
development than it is for farm­
ing, so by paying the fa1mer the 
difference in exchange for keep­
ing the land in production, the 
program provides essential sup­
port for conserving working 
fanns. 

However, according to 
She1man, state and federal fund­
ing has always been insufficient 
in meeting fanners' needs to pro-

deemed too small and too anti­
quated. It's old. It's ve1y crowd­
ed. There's no storage space, no 
room to conduct investigations. 
When you get victims and defen­
dants in here, they meet at the 
door. There is no room for 
female police officers to change. 
This is the third committee that's 
recorrunended a new station, and 
we still haven't moved." 

CIC member Pat Allen said, 
"The police station may go up 
with the fire station, to make a 
logical safety complex in the 
center of town." She said Ray 
Zukowski and Ray Godin are 
working on a fi-iendly, first name 
basis to advance this plan, and 
smooth out w1-inkles with the fire 
deparnnent's prndential corrunit­
tee and the nearby diocesan land. 

Allen said the committee was 
also working on a concept to 
build an addition to town hall for 
a joint community center to 
house the libra1y, the senior cen­
ter, and the parks and recreation 
deparnnent, but that concept was 
in a very prelimina1y phase. 

Naughton asserted the depart­
ment of public works building "is 
in ten-ible shape," and he said 
that department would be easier 
to manage if it was headquar­
tered near the recycling center, 
gravel and sand depot by the old 
landfill, off Tumpike Road. He 

tect fa1mland. There is cw1'ently 
a waiting list for APR funding 
statewide, with over 30 fa1ms in 
the pipeline. Ve1y often, a farmer 
cannot afford to wait to receive 
funding, and prime agricultural 
land is lost developers. 

Recently, the state has been 
asking for a 20 percent matching 
contribution from towns, in order 
for fanns to receive APR fund­
ing. 

"Good fannland is a valuable 
natural resource. There is a limit­
ed amount of land suitable for 
the production of agricultural 
products," said Shennan. "The 
land along the Connecticut River 
is some of the state's best fa1m­
land." 

Waidlich agrees. Fa1mland in 
Montague is ve1y fe1tile. Open 
land of this quality is highly 
favored for preservation by the 
state. 

In 1988, Waidlich and his 
family placed a conservation 
restriction on their 234-acre 
farm, long the home of the 
Waidlich dairy operation. 
Waidlich considers the farm, 
which can be seen from the 
French King Bridge, to be "one 
of the most beautiful places in 

also pointed to the continuing 
dete1-ioration of the town's roads 
and sidewalks, and called for a 
complete "pavement evaluation" 
prior to any more piecemeal 
repair work. He said the town 
used to set aside $50,000 a year 
for sidewalk repair, which fell to 
$25,000 a year, and then to noth­
ing for several years, until this 
May, when $25,000 was again 
appropriated, for a townwide sur­
vey of roads and sidewalks, and 
some repair work. 

Cromack said, "A lot of peo­
ple don't realize the town owns 
three of the school buildings: 
Hillcrest, Sheffield, and 
Montague 

Montague." 
Waidlich said that Montague 

has shown suppo1t for agricul­
tw·e recently by supporting the 
establishment of a town agricul­
tw·al commission. He said the 
commission's main goal will be 
to support farmers and help to 
preserve fannland. 

"Agricultw·al land is ve1y lim­
ited, and should remain in agri­
cultw·e," he said. 

According to Montague agri­
cultw·al commission member 
Dan Rosenberg, "There is a real 
threat of development facing 
agricultw·al land in our town, 
which relates to the way people 
are prioritizing land use, and how 
they value local agricultw·e. Pait 
of our job is to raise people's 
awareness of this," he said. 

Waidlich encouraged people 
who care about farms and the 
future of farming in Montague to 
contribute to the fund by writing 
a check to: the Town of 
Montague, with a memo stating 
the donation is for the Herny G. 
Waidlich Conservation Fund. All 
contributions are tax-deductible. 

Cromack, who has chaired the 
CIC for the past four years. "We 
are faced with the implications of 
sewer upgrades now and the 
annual budget problems. The two 
combined will be the kiss of 
death for these projects. But the 
facts remain." And, as the CIC 
summed up their repo1i to town 
meeting, "We would like to 
emphasize our belief that failure 
to address the needs that these 
projects represent will not make 
those needs go away; if anything, 
it will make the eventual solu-
tions more expensive." 

II 
Center, and 
we are 
responsible 
for their 
maintenance 
and upkeep. 
He said a pro­
posed expan­
sion at the 
Tech School 
would prove 
a further 
drain on local 
taxes. 

Montague Capital Projects 

"Our work 
could not 
come at a 
worse time," 
s a d 

Project 
Peskeomskut Park 
Shea/Colle completion 
Sidewalks 
Highway Garage 
Police Station 
Water Pollution Control Facility 
Town Hall, Phase II 
Carnegie Library 
Recreation Facility 
Senior Center 
Industrial Park 
School Buildings 
FCTS 
Airport 
Town Swimming Area 

Estimated Start 
2006 
2006 

immediate 
2006 
2007 
2007 

2008? 
2008? 
2008? 
2008? 

progress by 2008 
not before 2010 
not before 2010 

?? 
?? 
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COLLAPSE 
continued from pg 1 

addition to the main building 
added on shortly after its original 
construction served to provide 
storage space and was not essen­
tial to that strncture's integrity. 
Over time water leaked through 
the roof into a cavity in the brick 
wall causing extensive damage 
and resulting in a clearly visible 
bulge. This prompted town 
building inspector David Jensen 
to cite the wall as 'unsafe' in 
2002. However, the situation 
continued to deteriorate, and 
nothing was done to address the 
problem. In 2004, Jensen's office 
sent the first official notice to co­
owner Karen Bassett directing 
her to "do something." Bassett, 
owner ofDoggie Dips and Clips, 
on the building's first floor, said 
she purchased the building in 
2001 but was unsuccessful in 
acquiring financing and could 
not complete the required 
repairs. By 2005, the wall and 
attached fire escape were listing 
dangerously, leaving tenants 
with a dubious emergency exit 
strategy. 
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This twtJ-story brick waU in the rear of 62 Avenue A came mnhing down Sundqy night, 
kaving knants to scramble far shelter in the middle of the night. No one was injured. 

June 23, 2005 

tumaround and other issues, but of the building, as well as a brick 
seemed confident a.bout her archway over the door. 
application this time. "I wasn't However, with the Powers 
expecting this to happen," said Block, Jensen said, "Stmctural 
Bassett. "It was going to be tom failure is not an issue." 
down in a week or two," she Over in Montague City, the 
added, refen-ing to her plans to former Rod Shop factory has 
move ahead with the demolition been taken over by the town 
of the rear addition. She added because of a ten-year tax delin­
she had spoken with tenants quency on the part of the owner. 
since retuming from vacation. Now the town is legally respon­
"Everybody's been pretty good sible for its condition and main­
about 1his," she said tenance. "We inherited it as is," 

Asked whether there were said Jensen. 
any other buildings in danger of According to Ray Godin, fire 
a collapse like this in Montague, chief for the villages of Tumers 
Jensen pointed to the former Falls, Millers Falls and 
Railroad Salvage building in Montague City, there have been 
Turners Falls. "It is in the issues with the Strathmore Mill 
process of collapsing in on itself which he has had to address with 
unless action is taken soon" he the owner conceming fire code 
said, adding that the building violations. However Godin is 
could remain in a state of partial not aware of other structures fac­
collapse until next winter. ing code enforcement violations 
"Railroad Salvage is really dan- at this time. He added that 
gerous," he added. Asked if he addressing such issues is the 
was concemed about the Powers shared responsibility of his 
Block in Millers Falls, Jensen office, the building inspector and 
said there were issues, but that the health department. Con­
"90% of the work required to sequently, he may not be a.ware 
stabilize the stmcture has been of current efforts by other 
done." He said the building can- depa1tments. 
not be occupied in its cunent In the meantime, those who live 

With the rear addition demol­
ished, "We just need to repoint 
some of the bricks (in the main 
pa1t of the building) and rebuild 
the fire escape," said Bassett, 
who has retumed from vacation 
to address the issue. According 
to Bassett, the extent of the prob­
lem was not fully disclosed by 
the previous owner. "He told me 
a few bricks needed to be 
repointed, but didn't tell me it 

ing a1rnngements. On Tuesday 
aftemoon, one of the displaced 
tenants, Fred Rusher and his 
girlfriend, Trndi Willis, said they 
had exhausted all their resources 
trying to find tempora1y hous­
ing. Willis spent the night in 
Respite care in Greenfield while 
Rusher disregarded orders by the 
fire chief and stayed in his own 
apa1tment. "Hey, there's no fire 
escape, but there was no fire 

about this situation since at least state and that the owner is cur- at 62 Avenue A a.wait someone's 

was a major issue. The 
building has been like 
that for over 20 years," 
she said. Bassett is 
awaiting bank financ­
ing which she said she 
expects to have con­
finned sho1tly. Young's 
Excavating has com­
pleted the work of 
cleaning out the debris 
in anticipation of con­
stmction. 

2002, but they've been pleading rently under orders to fix a brick OK to go home. Ii~ 
poveity to avoid fixing it," he bulge on the Bridge Street side 11!1 added. ______________________ ;;;;;,.;~ 

Neighbors Jan and Vem Summer Programs at Brick House 
Mcclish, owners of Pure Light No Experience Necessary! 
Galle1y on Third Street, said 
they had become concemed 
about the condition of the rear 
wall of the building at 62 Avenue 
A recently. "I walked my dog 
past there tv.10 days before it col­

lapsed," said Jan. "The 
bricks were bowing 
out so far I told my 
husband not to park 
near there any more, 
and decided not to 
walk my dog past 
there again," she 
added. 

According to 

Housed in the original Turners 
Falls Fit·e Department at 24 Third 
Street, The Brick House Collllllunity 
Resource Center is ready for a sum­
mer of exciting programs for teens, 
families, and seniors. No prior expe­
rience is necessa1y for participation 
in any of The Brick House's pro­
grams or events, although pre-regis­
tration is sometitnes required. 

The Brick House is also launch­
ing Brick House AIR, a new a1tist-in­
residence program, which will bring 
artists from various specialties to The 
Brick House for workshops with 
Montague and Gill residents. 
Offering one-day workshops for all 
ages in gardening, clowning, and 
wood carving; week-long multi­
media workshops for teens; and 
multi-week workshops in watercolor 
painting and video memoirs for 
seniors, the AIR program offers 
something for eveiyone. 

In the meantime the 
first floor tenants were 
allowed home on 
Wednesday. Second 
and third floor tenants 
will have to wait until 

Kann S finch.field, right, tried to assist third floor tenant Fred Rusher on 
to find kmj>orary housing on T uesdqy. S finch.field said, "You re getting 

the fY!Yal nmaround," after calls to the Red Cross, Salvation Amry and 

Jensen there was no 
immediate danger to 
the tenants. "The rest 
of the building is 
stmcturally sound," he 
said. He stated that 
Bassett has been fo1th­
coming with infonna­
tion about the status of 

The Avenue A Music Project 
(AAMP), which is entering its third 
year, gives local teens, ages 13 to 21, 
the opportunity to create their own 
music and then use specialized 
equipment to record their work. 
AAMP recently celebrated the pro­
duction of its third compilation CD, 
and it is the hope of BH Youtli 
Programs Coordinator, Jared Libby, 
that the stllllJlle.r session will give 
participants the oppo1tunity to record 
individual CDs. 

Montague teens between tlie ages 
of 13 and 21 can also take pa1t in the 
Third Street Digital Alts Project, 
which will be offering a Video 
Production W01kshop. Participants will 
learn to dit·ect and produce a multi­
camera video production, edit video, 
and create exciting graphics using 
anitnation software. 

The Teen Center hosts Open Mies 
the last Friday of eve1y month and 
Movie Nights eve1y Thursday; along 
with special trips to skate parks and a 
local swimming hole. The Brick 
House and bellybowl restam·ant co­
sponsor Open Mies the second 
Friday of eve1y month, with the goal 
of drawing in a wider range of ages 
in both perfonuers and audience. 
People share music, poetry, and great 
food ..... a fun night out for all ages! 

permits to complete the 

the b11ilding 01J111m' inmrana tompa'!)' produad no response. 'Tj yo11 
wen victims of a fin, it would be a different story." 

slated work are acquired and the 
work completed. Until then they 
have had to find altemative liv-

escape we could use before," 
said Rusher. 

her effo1ts at acquiring 
financing. According to Bassett, 
she was not able to acquire bank 
financing last year due to tenant "The landlords have known 
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BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
June's green foliage seems to 
have fully hidden any trace of 
the black and white world of 
winter. The leaf-laden branches 
bend tillder their load; the showy 
iris and peonies replace the 
advance guard of narcissus and 
violets. This mid-June even 
brought a series of mimic August 
dog days. And then, the sharp 
retrograde to almost winter chill 
seemed hardly fair, even for a 
wicked world. It is a tribute to 
the elasticity of the human spirit 
that folks handled the change so 
well. 
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Celestial Sights 
Late Jtille may make amends 

by offering some items on the 
calendar worthy of note. On Jtille 
21st, we had the longest day of 
the year. Here at 42 plus degrees 
latitude, we enjoy fifteen hours 
and about eighteen minutes of 
light. The summer solstice 
occurs when, as the Old Faimers 
Almanac describes in pictures 
and word, our No1th Pole is 
tipped toward the Still and spends 
its whole day in the light and we, 
halfway down the Northern 
Hernisphere, do not see sunset 
until 8:25 eastern daylight time. 
The Old Fa1mer gives the vigi­
lant reader the data to figure out 

the length of twilight and stan­
dai·d times that might affect their 
evening plans. 

This Jtille brings hope of plan­
et sightings that are something to 
remember. Like many events, its 
appreciation is dependent on 
weather and opportunity. Right 
after stillset on June 24th, Venus, 
Saturn and Mercwy will be ve1y 
close above the western horizon, 
visible for 30 to 60 minutes. The 
next night, Venus and Mercwy 
will be in such close conjunction 
that the almanac suggests that 
they may look like a single star. 

To spot Mercwy is always a 
challenge, not only because it is 

Learning to FIV Fish Part 11 

low in the sky, but because it is 
often viewable just at supper 
time. My first sighting was in 
Ledyard, CT where we were liv­
ing in those days. My family was 
adamant about supper by six. 
With apple pie as a bribe for a 
late meal, we made a date to 
meet at a cliff that looked down 
on the river valley. This assured 
us of an open sky and low hori­
zon. The weather cooperated. 
Mercwy, closest to the still of the 
planets and hardest to see of 
those visible to the tillaided eye, 
was glorious, and we joined 
those who had bothered to look. 
It made our day. 

A Good Day of Fishing 
BY ARIEL JONES 
MONTAGUE - Non-fly fish­
ing people generally look 
amused to hear me talk about 
going out, catching nothing, 
over and over, or finally catch­
ing a nice sized trout only to 
release it. It is impossible to 
explain. It's just how it is. Even 
as a beginner I understand and 
accept these conditions without 
question. It's not that I don't 
fervently wish to catch fish. It 
is that I know it's not easy, that 
I have a lot to learn, and that 
catching is not the same as fish­
ing. I suppose I could say, I am 
mad about fly fishing, and I 
love to catch trout also. 

Getting frustrated is just pa1t 
of it, and it usually happens to 
me when I am over eager, 
wanting to catch more than to 
fish. 

The Y Pool 

Late afternoon last Saturday 
Tom finally took me to the Y 
Pool on the Swift River. 

As we walked along the path 
above the river the sun was get­
ting low. The ve1y bright high­
lights glittering off the foliage 
and the deepening shadows 
enfolded us along the path. I 
felt like I had fallen into a C.S. 
Lewis novel about two children 
who go fishing and find them­
selves in a magical wood. 

Fog was rising from the 
river's surface, softening the 
outlines of a fisherman in the 

water. Wading down into the 
probably 58 degree, crystal 
clear Swift felt like heaven 
after the hot and hwnid after­
noon. We saw some rises and 
waded in two different direc­
tions. This wonderful feeling of 
being out on the river with a 
good friend in a beautiful place 
released the frustrations I'd had 
the week before, and they van­
ished into the fog. I began to 
watch the water, perhaps even 
reading it, and took my time to 
cast. I caught several tiny 
brookies. Lively as school­
children released at the end of 
the day, they practically leapt 
off my line and swam away. 

Who's Your Mama? 

We worked our way down­
stream, had a few strikes but 
caught nothing else and decid­
ed to cross Route 9 and fish the 
other side. The bank was steep 
and slippery, and the water 
deeper than it looked from 
above. By the time we were in 
the middle of the river I was up 
a bit past my waist and my vest 
was getting soaked. It was 
beginning to darken quickly 
now. A small hatch was on. 
These are conditions ripe for 
causing Time Panic. 

Time Panic can cause you to 
not change a tippet or fly 
because it will be dark soon. 
Time Panic can make you cast 
too quickly to the wrong 
places, because it will be dark 

soon. When you feel Time 
Panic coming on, you must 
take a deep breath and do your 
damnedest to ignore the quick­
ly fading light. Put on the fly 
you believe is the right one, 
and cast to the chosen spot with 
nonchalance. I managed to do 
this, except I also began calling 
out to the trout, "Who's Your 
Mama? Who's Your Mama?" 

Of course, that was too 
much even for the subtle trout. 
I caught a brightly colored fat 

rainbow who put up a good 
fight. Once I had pulled him in 
close he made another leap 
right up at me. Tom thought he 
had landed in my waders. 

He did not, but the feisty 
clever fellow did jump free of 
the hook and took off. I saluted 
him and waded back to the 
bank tillder the darkened sky. 

It was a good day of fishing. 

More fish stories next week. 

GET INVOLVED. GET AHEAD. 
FOR EXISTING & NEW BUSINESS OWNERS 

Business Technical Assistance , Consulting, Referrals & Classes 
Business Lending , Food Processing Center , Business Incubator 
For information call: (413) 774-7204 or visit www.fccdc.org 
324 Wells Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts 
Now available - support fundin9 
from a Montague Community 
Development Block Grant FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Growing Sustainable CDC c O M Mu N I T" 
Businesses & Communities o1:veLoPMENT 
Since 1979 coRPORArroN 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

FuHy Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
ffonest Prices! 

Mas.9. contranor Reg.4 107141 
Mu,;,;. Llcen,c ¥059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 
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Writing the dates and places 
of these events makes a happy 
record, allowing us to maybe 
relive them a bit, as photographs 
do. And these celestial events are 
not always scheduled in 
advance. One midnight in the 
1940s, we came out of a movie 
theater to the clear brisk air that 
comes after a summer rain. High 
in the sky through the city's trees, 
a rainbow halo encircled a full 
silver moon. Fabulous in itself. 
As we watched the ltillar rain­
bow, a meteor streaked into the 
halo and shattered. 

Tell them you saw it 

in the 
fflontaaue 3&.eporttr 

1/JIIJO•l•I •••I• 
Ill II• l:0-011/ 

Thursday, July 7th 
from I I a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Celebrate Co-Ops! 
Join us for food sampling, 

music, door prizes, free 
blood pressure testing and 

children's activities. 
We'll be on the air with 

WRSI from 1-2 p.m. 
Stop in any time! 

Saturday July 9th 
One Dog Cose lot 

Sole 
Check out in-store 

flyers for details! 

~~ Ffe. 
~g~ 
1iAtARKt,r 

773-9567 
144 Main Street• Greenfield 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Shared Studio for Independent Study • Classes & workshops 
Private Lessons• sculpture• handbuildfog •throwing• raku 

ADULTS • TEENS • CHILDREN • FAMILIES 
Stutlio: 413•548-3939 • mtulpiepotters@crocker.com 
Office/home: 413·367-0047 

liJ:~LE & 
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• books Tel: (413) 863-9543 
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Web: WWW.NCYCLE.COM 
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WEST ALONG THE RIVER 

Knee Deep in June 
BY DAVID BRULE 
MILLERS FALLS -

Tell you what I like the best­
'Long about knee-deep in 

June, 
'Bout the time strawberries 

melts 
On the vine - some afternoon 
Like to jes'git out and rest, 
And not work at nothin' else. 

June just happened this year, 
popped open like an umbrella, 
after a long damp cool May. 

Deep, green vegetation huned 
the woodlands rain forest-like, 
with bejewelled birds calling 
and swooping through the green 
canopy. Trees and grasses 
crowd to the river edge, water 
now laughing bright and full 
over the wanning stones. 

Sometimes though, you just 
have to be patient with June. 
Tropical heat can send you 
indoors where it's dark to sit 
near the fan. A walk to the river 
is a mission of mercy for the 
dog who needs to stand in the 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 39 

weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

carpentrv 
No job too small - General Carpentry 
and Home Repairs Custom shelves a 
specialty. Call David, 863-9296 

computers 
Tracknology Custom software. data 
base development and web design Call 
413-367-0149. 

Real Estate 
Reynolds Properties - A friend for the 
buyer; someone to represent you' 
Consulting, buyer representation, 20+ 
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR, 
CRS, GRI. Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553. 

Help Wanted 
Cook: Professional cook to pre-

pare fresh high quality dishes 
from scratch for our natural 
foods cafe. Full-lime, 
days/evenings, including 
Saturday. We offer compelitve 
pay and benefits. Please fill out 
an application at Green Fields 
Market, 144 Main Street, 
Greenfield, MA 01301. 

Can You Sell? The Montague Reporter 
is looking for an Advertising 
Director. Can you help us grow? 
Display, Business Cards, and Classified 
Ads, Work by commission. Submit 
resume and work history: reporterAds@ 
MontagueMA.net or (413) 863-8666. 

COHERENT CONSULTING - Develop 
your vision for healthy communities, 
ecosystems and businesses. 
Grantwriting, strategic planning, 
Ecological Footprinting, technical and 
project support 978.724.0108. 

pool of icy spring water to soak 
his fur coat - his panting mak­
ing circles and waves spreading 
out from his submerged belly 
and back. 

Just as quickly the heavy 
weather can break, and did, one 
afternoon, as the front moved 
through, twisting and huning 
branches, huge trees swaying 
and bending under turbulent 
skies. The temperahll'e plum­
meted. In just a few hours we 
were contemplating whether or 
not to tap into next year's wood­
pile and fire up the stove again! 

June is the month of new 
life. All of the inhabitants of the 
river and woods are raising 
young. This year's generation 
of muskrat and beaver paddle 
around with the grown-ups, tad­
poles keep an eye on the canni­
balistic bullfrog. The redtail has 
a hard time holding onto his 
favorite sunning perch, with 

bluejays and redwings dive­
bombing to get him to leave 
their tenitory. The winter resi­
dents already are bringing their 
young to the feeder; the downy 
woodpecker gives his yotmg­
ster a lesson in how to whack a 
dead branch just right. The 
snapping dinosaur retraces pre­
historic steps to the exact spot 
in the floodplain where our gar­
den now is, to lay eggs. 

Flowers are everywhere: 
wild blue flag, autumn olive, 
multiflora rose, motmtain lau­
rel, domestic roses of the gar­
den. The explosion of renewal 
and exuberance of the cycle is 
impossible to inventory. 

Pick anytime of the day to 
walk out and down to the river, 
and you'll not be disappointed. 
In the early morning the concert 
of birdsong is as stimulating as 
the first jolt of coffee of the day. 
In the afternoon, the wanning 

stm coaxes off the jacket, the 
bees hum loudly in the flower 
bank, emerald green dragon­
flies glitter, the vireo endlessly 
recycles his song. In the dusk, 
vee1y and wood thrush echo 
their best ornamentations and 
vibrato, the heron rows home 
through the darkening air, bats 
tumble about and whip-poor­
wills question the night. Just 
about the best time of the year 
for a body to be alive and thriv­
ing! 

But when June comes - clear 
my throat 

Wzth wild honey! Rench my 
hair 

In the dew! And hold my 
coat! 

Whoop out loud! And throw 
my hat! 

June wants me, and I'm to 
spare! 

- James Whitcomb Riley 
1849-1916 

Potential Knitters & Crocheters Wanted 
"Can you spare a square?" Stephanie Conrod is holding instmctional drop-in hotll's for knitters 

and crocheters of all ages and all skill levels at Montague Catholic Social Ministries for her Fiber 
Arts Program. Stephanie will be on hand Wednesdays, July 6th and 13th from 5:30-7:30 pm. during 
Women's Center drop-in hotll'S for commtmity women, on Thursday, July 7th, from 6-7 p.m. during 
the Parent Led Parent Support group and Tuesdays, July 12th and 19th from 1-2:30 p.m. for area 
families. Children are welcome. Instruction and a knitting circle will take place in the air-conditioned 
comfort of the Family Center at MCSM. Bring knitting needles or crochet hooks if you have them. If 
not, they will be supplied along with the yam for the squares. 

"Can you spare a square?" is a Creating Art/Creating Community program ftmded by the 
Community Development Block Grant from the town of Montague. Members of the commtmity are 
being asked to knit, crochet or weave 5" X 5" squares. The completed squares will be assembled and 
raffled off as a fundraiser for future art programs at MCSM. Knit with us or create the squares at 
home and drop them off. Be a part ofthis community effort! 

Montague Catholic Social Ministries is located at 148 L Street, Turners Falls. The parking lot and 
entrance are on T St. off of Seventh St. Questions? Call Stephanie at 863-4805. 
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Specializing in unique hair design~ 

~~Ila 
THE SALON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAO 774-4003 

r----------, 
I • BAKER~> I 
I Office Supply I 
I Bring in this ad and receive I 
I one free reani of copy paper! I 

www.bakerofficesupply.com 
I 31 O Main Street • Greenfield I 
L ~~5- __ C!!!_ B!!ni!!o'!!!! .J 

65 CANAL STREET 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 tTKtlffi'l;iJ-Z. _.,.-,\Ji- Su.ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 
e,u,. • ., .. ~ ,4 ,.,..,., 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413..(,48-9912 

Waldron 

~ Annual 
·i;s Heatllt1 

svsrem 
C1ean1Iu 

~ Plumbl11g 
•i~ Repairs 

%l¼ llCINSm 
'i~ Ilctl­

NICIANS 
#M10588 (MA) 

Building & Remodeling 
Kitchens • Baths • Replacement 

Windows • Additions • Sheet Rock • 
Painting • Decks & More .... 

FREE ESTE\L\TES • RE..\SOK..\BLE RATES 
CS#ossggg FULLY INSURED 

PHIL 413-422-2252 • PAUL 413-863-9621 

~ BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 

Sales ~ Service. • Re.11tals 

ROAD• MOUNTAIN• TANDEMS 

• Rans + Vision • Fuji 
+ Burley • Jamis • KHS 

Expert Repair 011 all typeg of bikeg 

On the web at: www.BasicallyBicycles.com 
88 3rd Street, Turners Falls• 413-863-3556 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

Oooh ... My Aching Bones 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ-
Q. I'm pretty sure I have arthri­
tis in my knee. Is there any dan­
ger this will spread? 

First, anyone who thinks they 
may have arthritis should see a 
doctor. Self-diagnosis is haz­
ardous to your health. Now for 
some info1mation about arthritis 
all geezers should know. 

Arthritis, which comes in dif­
ferent fo1ms, is inflammation of 
the joints. Osteoarthritis, 
rheumatoid a1thritis and gout 
are the three most common 
forms of arthritis among 
seniors. Osteoarthritis is the 
most prevalent. None is conta­
gious. 

Osteoarthritis 
You get osteoarthritis when 

caitilage - the cushioning tissue 
within the joints - wears down. 

This produces stiffness and 
pain. The disease affects both 
men and women. By age 65, 
more than 50 percent of us have 
osteoarthritis in at least one 
joint. 

You can get osteoarthritis in 
any joint, but it usually strikes 
those that support weight. 
Common signs of osteoarthritis 
include joint pain, swelling, and 
tenderness. However, only a 
third of people whose x-rays 
show osteoarthritis report any 
symptoms. 

Treatments for osteoarthritis 
include exercise, joint care, 
dieting, medicines and surge1y. 
For pain relief, doctors usually 
sta1t with acetaminophen, the 
medicine in Tylenol, because 
the side effects are ininimal. If 
acetaminophen does not relieve 
pain, then non-steroidal anti­
inflammatory drugs such as 
ibuprofen and naproxen may be 

used. 
The dietary supplements glu­

cosamine and chondroitin sul­
fate are used by many who say 
the supplements can relieve the 
symptoms of osteoaithritis. 

Rheumatoid Arthritis 
Rheumatoid arthritis, which 

is characterized by inflamma­
tion of the joint lining, is very 
different from osteoarthritis. It 
occurs when the immune sys­
tem ttuns against the body. It 
not only affects the joints, but 
may also attack other pa1ts of 
the body such as the lungs and 
eyes. People with rheumatoid 
arthritis may feel sick. 

There's a symmetry to 
rheumatoid arthritis. For exam­
ple, if the right knee is affected, 
it's likely the left knee will suf­
fer, too. Women are much more 
likely than men to get rheuma­
toid arthritis. 

Treatments for rheumatoid 
arthritis include exercise, med­
ication and surge1y. Reducing 
stress is impo1tant. 

Some drugs for rheumatoid 
arthritis relieve pain. Some 
reduce inflammation. And then 
there are the DMARDs (dis­
ease-modifying anti-rheumatic 
drugs), which can often slow the 
disease. New types of dmgs 
called biological response mod­
ifiers also can help reduce joint 
damage. 

Gout 
Gout usually attacks at night. 

Stress, alcohol, diugs or an ill­
ness can trigger gout. It's caused 
by a build-up of crystals of uric 
acid in a joint. Uric acid is in all 
human tissue and is fotmd in 
foods. 

Often, gout affects joints in 
the lower pa1t of the body such 
as the ankles, heels, knees, and 

especially j 
!:~s. ~fe ~w··. ' 
disease is 
more com-
mon in men. 
Early 
at t a c k s 1LLusTRAnoN J. HARMON 

usually subside within 3 to 10 
days, even without treatment, 
and the next attack may not 
occur for months or even years. 

Most people with gout are 
able to control their symptoms 
with treatment. The most com­
mon treatments are high doses 
of oral non-steroidal anti­
inflammato1y diugs, or co1ticos­
teroids, which are taken by 
mouth or injected into the 
affected joint. Patients often 
begin to improve within a few 
hours of treatment. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com 
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MATTHEW EDWARDS 
OWNER • CLIMBER 

INSU~ED 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

62 Mormon Hollow Road • MltefS Falls. tviA 013'19 

978 544 7A52 

Cup a• Jae 
Espresso• Cappuccino• Lattes 
• Grt1at Casua( Armo~fiel'e 

New Hours, 
Wireless 
Internet 

• Cre~t •~ffee,_pastries, Mon. Fri 
and breaifast scrvul a([ ilt13. 6 to 4 

• Ddi Hmdiviches and wr'!Ps arc Sac & Sun 
avai(ablcfor (unch. a to 4 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 I (413) 863-2800 / Zach FeUcws -Owner 

Locally owned since 1941 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Full service ntarket 
Fresh Local Produce 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413· 773-1105 

&~'a ~ Stotte 
SINCE 1897 

Homemade Candy • Sales of Beer & Wine • Lotte1y 

125 Avenue A • Turners Falls • 863-9588 

11 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
MASS INSPECTION STATION 

NO. 13051 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. 
413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

c •• Cotton• Silks • Polyeete-rs • Vinyls • Upholstery M...'lrerial -

• Quilting Snpplic• • P~ttcm• • Calicos • Notions 
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BY LEE CARIGNAN
TURNERS FALLS - Major
League baseball did a good job
scheduling the Boston Red Sox
interleague opponents this sea-
son. The Sox have had some
interesting matchups with
National League teams they
faced in some historic World
Series over the years, including
the Pirates (1903), the Reds
(1975), the Cubs (1918), and the
Cardinals (1946), (1967), and
(2004).

The Red Sox kicked off inter-
league play losing two out of
three games in St. Louis on the
very same field they won the
World Series last season. The
Cardinals looked like a totally
different team from the one the
Sox faced in the World Series.
The Cards got some revenge
beating up on the Red Sox 7-1,
and 9-2 in the first two games.
The Sox managed to salvage the
last game of the series behind a
great pitching performance by
David Wells to overcome their
opponents 4-0. 

The Red Sox went to Chicago
next, to play the Cubs in a three-
game series that had historical
significance. The Boston Red
Sox had not played the Chicago
Cubs since the 1918 World

Series, which the Red Sox won
in six games. The Red Sox had
never played at Wrigley Field
before. The 1918 World Series
was moved to Komiski Park
because it had more seating
capacity to handle the bigger
crowds. The Cubs also have a
curse of their own. The Chicago
Cubs have not won the World
Series since 1908. The Red Sox
winning it all last season defi-
nitely changes the dynamic of
the series a bit, but the fans of
both teams can relate to each
other. The Cubs won the first
two games 14-6, and 7-6. The
Sox again avoided being swept
by winning the third game, 8-1. 

The Red Sox gave Chicago
Cubs shortstop Nomar
Garciapara a World Series ring
during the series in a private cer-
emony, even though he was trad-
ed in the middle of last season.
Ironically the Garciapara trade
to the Cubs was what got the
Red Sox going last season.
There has been some controver-
sy about whether he really
deserves the ring. Garciapara,
who was one of the most popu-
lar Red Sox players during his
time in Boston, said all the right
things even though he may have
some resentment over the trade.

The Sox then went home to
open up a three-game series
against the Cincinnati Reds. The
Reds have not played at Fenway
Park since the famous 1975
World Series. Fortunately for the
Sox, the 2005 Reds don't resem-
ble the big Red Machine of the
'70s, as the Sox beat up on
Cincinnati, sweeping the entire
series. The Sox also used the
series against the Reds to offi-
cially name the left field foul
pole Carlton Fisk pole in honor
of the memorable home run he
hit down the left field line to win
game 6 in the 1975 World
Series. Fisk was very honored to
have the pole named after him.
The Sox, who already call the
right field foul pole Pesky pole,
felt it was time to honor Carlton
Fisk for his dramatic home run
with the Cincinnati Reds in
town.

The Red Sox faced the
Pittsburgh Pirates over the
weekend. They won Friday
night's game 6-5 on a bases-
loaded single by Johnny Damon
in the ninth inning. The game
featured one of the biggest plays
of the season. In the top of the
eighth the Pittsburgh Pirates had
players on first and second base
when Freddie Sanchez got a

base hit. The Pirates' Jack
Wilson, who was on second, had
the throw to the plate beaten.
But Red Sox catcher Jason
Varitek blocked the plate caus-
ing Wilson's slide to miss it. The
alert catcher applied the tag to
get the out and keep the score
tied.

On Saturday, the Red Sox
were shut out 2-0. This was the
first time the Red Sox have been
shut out at home since 2003.
Pirates' pitcher Dave Williams
stymied the Sox all night. On
Sunday, the Red Sox shut out the
Pirates 8-0 to close out the home
stand with a 5-1 record. The win
gives Matt Clement his eighth
win on the season and the Sox a
7-5 record in interleague play.

The Red Sox have been get-
ting consistent starting pitching
lately and have now won seven
out of their last eight games.
Their offense has been solid,
scoring six or more runs in nine
of their last ten games. The Sox
continue to play well at home
(22-10), but need to play better
on the road if they hope to catch
the Baltimore Orioles. They
have one more interleague series
against the Philadelphia Phillies
starting on Friday night. 

Newt Guilbault League

In local sports, the Newt
Guilbault League regular season
has come to a close. The
Montague Elks finished out their
season by defeating Pipione's by
a score of 7-4 to lock up first
place in the Collins Division,
and the first round bye in the
playoffs. Pipione's finished in
second place in the Collins
Division, followed by
Greenfield Savings in third. In
other action, St. Kaziemerz beat
Turners Falls Fire Dept. 14-3. St.
Kaziemerz clinched first place
in the Guy Division along with
the first round bye in the play-
offs. The Turners Falls Fire
Dept. finished in second place in
the Guy Division, followed by
St. Stanislaus Society in third. 

The first round of the playoffs
will be held this week, through
Friday. Greenfield Savings will
face Turners Falls Fire Dept. and
Pipione's will take on St.
Stanislaus Society. The winners
will take on the Montague Elks
and St. Kaziemerz in the semifi-
nals.
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Red Sox Face National League

BY LISA DAVOL
NORTHAMPTON - Rebecca
Muller and Rick Barnhart have
their fingers on the right vibra-
tion. A creative collaboration on
their current show, Visual
Harmonics: Texture and Rhythm
in Color, at the Northampton
Center for the Arts moves us
through Barnhart's abstractions of
elemental sound, color and geom-
etry to Muller's use of those same
elements to comment on life
experience. 

Harmonics is the theory or
study of the physical properties of
musical sound. In translating
musical characteristics, Barnhart
visualizes the raw elements of
music through his use of color,
form and spatial relationship.
Emerging inductively, his compo-
sitions do not adhere to logic or
vision, nor do they suggest a nar-
rative or ideology. They material-
ize as the composition takes form,
guided by the shape of the frame
with little reference to life outside
of it. Similarly, music employs a
set of frequencies within the
framework of a key signature, a
series of relationships between
the notes of a scale. The possibil-
ities are endless within the scale,
and, in Barnhart's case, the frame.  

Differing frequencies produce
color as well as sound and initiate
movement when combined in
certain multiples. Barnhart's col-
ors are dynamic - bouncing off
one another and moving forward.
While keeping within his work-
space, he starts with a color-chord
and then derives a grid on which
his geometric shapes are formed,
analogous to the staff on which
notes of music are placed in rela-
tion to one another. His composi-
tions unfold with each shape

building on the last
and anticipating
the next. On a blue
background of
contrasting round-
ed and angled grid-
ded planes,
C o m p o s i t i o n
2002n06a uses
geometric shapes
of strong color that
circle and weave in
and out of each
other. His mixture
of similar and com-
plementary colors
helps to keep the
piece in motion along with repet-
itive  and connecting curves.
Little evidence remains of the cre-
ator, as the lines are sharp and
clean, and the application of color
almost of machine quality.

His 3D work is comprised of
reliefs, layers of shapes and col-
ors shifting in perspective
between the layers and the whole.
In Composition 2005n01a
(1985n09b):  First Construction,
the focal point is at times the
image on the top layer and at
other times is the layer's negative
space, shaping the strata beneath.
The layers come together like
musical chords producing one
sound comprised of separate
notes. 

As an entire work of music
cannot be apprehended in an
instant, Barnhart's digital anima-
tions unfold chromatically, with
colors, grids and lines chronicling
each step of the scale from intro-
duction to resolution. Amid the
stationary pieces, video monitors
show grids with color and shapes
emerging on top of each other to
the final completed image.
Composition 2004n04a is experi-

enced as a piece of music is: grad-
ually, attentively, intuitively.  

For Rebecca Muller, color is
about surface and matter is about
color. The materials she uses are
meaningfully shaped by percep-
tion and perspective, drawing on
human experience and events
outside the workspace. Her work
is subtle, yet it makes a powerful
connection to the viewer, suggest-
ing space and atmosphere as well
as traces of unidentifiable events,
while faithfully remaining
abstract compositions.  

At first glance and from a dis-
tance, Refrangible appears to be a
two dimensional painting or
drawing. As it is viewed more
closely, one can see the complex
intersection of lines being formed
by part of a wire cage attached to
a paper backing, with drawn lines
to echo the cage. Upon even clos-
er inspection, one can see that
some lines are drawn in red and
brown, some are of a gray raised
material to resemble shadows.
Other lines are the actual shadows
from the caging appearing only if
lighting conditions in the room
are sufficient.  Clinching the com-
position in the upper left is a raw

element of rusted
metal picking up
the brownish
drawn lines and
hinting at the pas-
sage of time and its
effects on the
appearance of
objects as they age.
The condition of
the object will pro-
duce a different
color and surface-
gray and smooth
when new and
brownish and tex-
tured when aged.

Her use of repeating squares of
caging provides additional pattern
and texture to her pieces. 

Memories outlive actual
events that have taken place and
are re-colored as experiences and
perspectives change.  Firmly
Grounded is an enhanced photo-
graph of a sculptural piece Muller
created in 1985 of the same name.
The photograph reflects its
vibrant original colors and its
stark black background recalls its
elegance. The image is fixed in
space and can only be viewed
from the perspective of the cam-
era. The actual sculpture is also in
this exhibit in its naturally aged
form and in new context. The
almost 4-foot-high piece stands
on the floor and is comprised of
three smaller pyramid forms
stacked to create a larger pyra-
mid.  Made of wire caging, the
form is airy and allows one to see
inside and through it with a new
vision from each viewing angle.
Each of its three segments is a dif-
ferent color - yellow, red or white,
and at points where they overlap
the colors and layers float in and
out of each other. These colors are

faded as the piece was stored out-
side for several years. Here it now
stands in front of another large
reworked photograph of itself, but
this time in an outdoor landscape.
When it is first approached, there
is a moment of confusion before
the realization that one pyramid is
real and one is photographed. The
photograph can additionally be
seen through the spaces of the
sculpture itself. Muller uses her
materials to suggest time, memo-
ry, sense of place and self rein-
vention. 

Working in an opposite dimen-
sion from Barnhart's interactions
of clean edges, solid forms and
saturated color, Muller's mutating
colors and surfaces examine evo-
lution and reinvention as part of a
constant and changing process.
Her work is understated, layered
with complexity. Initially more
tranquil than the overt color and
movement of Barnhart's pieces,
they then take us off guard as they
invade our space and challenge
our perceptions. 

In Visual Harmonics: Texture
and Rhythm in Color, Barnhart
unleashes color and sets his
vibrant geometric creations in
motion.  Muller then takes the
baton and fleshes out the orches-
tration by harnessing and giving
meaning to these raw elements
that color our human existence.
These artists assert the richness
and dynamism under the surface
of our textured lives.

Visual Harmonics: Texture
and Rhythm in Color is on view
until June 28th at the
Northampton Center for the Arts,
17 New South St., Suite 303,
Northampton.

ART REVIEW: Visual Harmonics at the Center for the Arts

“Refrangible” by Rebecca Muller
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ARTS & ENTERTAI 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24TH 
The Montague Bookmill pres­
ents We Aren't Blocking Traffic. 
We Are Traffic! at 8 p.m., a free 
documentary film chronicling 
the histo1y and development of 
the legendaiy "Critical Mass" 
bicycle movement to be shown 
free of charge, with director Ted 
White in person. Presenting both 
the successes and failures of this 
unique movement, the film 
shows how Critical Mass has 
brought together complete 
strangers in an exuberant, com­
mercial-free public space filled 
with creativity and unpre­
dictability. Jfe Are Traffic! is a 
fascinating analysis of a modem 
political movement that chal­
lenges the very notion of what a 
political movement should look 
like and how it should function. 
The film mns 50 minutes, with 
discussion afte1wards. For more 
info on the film and filmmaker 
visit: www.tedwhitegreenlight.com 

FRI, SAT AND SUN 
JUNE 24TH, 25TH & 26TH 
Ja'Duke Center for the 
Performing Arts (JCPA), 
Kimberly Waynelovich and Lisa 
McCarthy are proud to present 
the JCPA Showcase Your Style 
on June 24th and 25th at 7 pm. 
and Jtme 26th at 2 p m. This the­
atrical extravaganza combines 
the talents of over 130 singers, 
actors and dancers who will 
ente1tain you in Grand Style. 
The JCPA Showcase will begin 
with the Ja'Duke Singers per­
fonning an original composition 
by John Waynelovich called 
Your Style and will move into 
four distinctly ente1taining sec­
tions which include: Just Like 
the Old Days, Can You Dance?, 
Preiniering on Broadway and 
All About Love. Combining the 
talent of Ja'Duke Productions 
and showcasing the joy and exu­
berance of JCPA will prove to be 
a musical night to remember. 
This evening of drama, song and 
dance will be a magical way to 
begin Ja'Duke's Summer 
Season 2005 which continues 
with John Waynelovich and 
Friends, July 23rd & 24th; Elton 
John's AIDA, July 29th & 30th, 
August 5th, 6th, 7th; John and 
Nick Waynelovich's original 
musical The Cave of Fish, 
August 12th, 13th, 19th, 20th, 
21st. Ticket prices for all shows 
are $12.00 adults, under 12 and 
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over 65 $10.00. For reservations-, 
please call 413-863-2281 ext 2. 
Tickets are available at the 
World Eye Bookstore in 
Greenfield. For more info1ma­
tion please visit 
www.jaduke.com. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH 
Millers Falls Rod and Gtm Club 
annual CLAM BAKE with 
music by the Mark Snow Band. 
Chowder at 11 a.m., bake at 2 
p.m. Full bake - lobster, chicken, 
clams and chowder, $32.50; 
Chicken and chowder, $10. For 
tickets call 863-3748. 

Western MA Highland Games 
and Celtic Festival at Franklin 
County Fairgrotmds, 89 Wisdom 
Way, Greenfield. 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. rain or shine. The Opening 

Ceremonies of 
the Festival 
with a calling 
of the clans is 
not to be 
inissed at 

• 11 :30 sharp. 
Competitions in 

dance, p1plllg, 
snare dmm and heavy 

athletics begin at 9 
a.m. and and the pipe 

band competition begins at 3 
with an excellent view from the 
grandstand. Sheep herding 
demonstrations as well as work­
shops in genealogy, harp, fiddle, 
bagpipes 101, Celtic Folk guitar 
and fakoruy will take place at 
intervals throughout the day. 
Live entertainment includes The 
Bards, Shays Rebellion, Susan 
Hamlin and Rathkeltair. For 
more info and directions go to 
the Western MA Highland 
Games website at 
www.wmhg.org. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffe.e 
House features Mark Erelli, 
whose music has been described 
as eve1ything from "jumpin' 
Memphis rock" to Western 
swing. Proceeds to partially ben­
efit the Wendell Open Space 
Cominittee. For more info and 
directions go to www.wendell­
fullmoon.org. 

Open Mic and Game Nite at the 
Gathering Place, Northfield's 
flllest, funnest coffee house. 
Drop in for mah-jongg lessons, 
card and board games for all 
ages, open inic for readers, sto-

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK'S CROSSWORD PUZZLE UNDER THE SEA 

Across 
2. CAPTIAN COOK 
4. BLUE WHALE 
5.KRILL 
7.MERFOLK 
9.SCUBA 
10. URCHIN 
11. TSUNAMI 
13. SEABEE 
14. SEAL 
IS.MEDUSA 
18.CORAL 
19. BEAK 
20. EEL 

22. NAUTILUS 
23. RED TIDE 

Down 
I.MOLLUSK 
3.MARLIN 
6. SQUID 
7. MARINE BIOLOGY 
8. BERMUDA TRIAl'IJGLE 
12. GREAT WHITE 
13. SEAWEED 
16. PACIFIC 
17.DOLPHIN 
21.RAY 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

WESTERN Mt\SS 

HIGHLt\ND Gt\MES 

t\ND CELTIC fESTIVt\L 
S/\TURD/\Y. JUNE 2STH 
9 - 6, Rr\lN OR SHINE 
fRr\NKLIN COUNTY fr\lR<iROUND,c,~ 
see details below ~ 
~~~~~· ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1yte ers as well as musicians. old get in free. July 9-10th & 16-
Good snacks, coffee, conversa- 17th VTRF is hosting a Free 
tion. From 6-l0ish at First Coin - Food Drive: Patrons will 
Parish Unitarian, 72 Main receive a free replica coin for 
Street, Northfield. Side each non-perishable food item 
entrance, tell 'em Mo sent ya. donated to benefit the 
498-3009. Brattleboro Women's Crisis 

The Nields will perform a spe­
cial concert at Memorial Hall in 
Shelburne Falls at 7:30 p.m., 
based on the release of Nerissa 
Nields' new book, Plastic Angel. 
Travel into the world of Nerissa 
Nields' imaginary characters as 
she and sister, Katryna, bring 
them to life through song and 
sto1y in the debut of her novel 
about teenage independence and 
creativity. The album (and per­
fo1mance) that accompanies the 
book is a stirring folk-rock affair 
surging to life in the engaging 
lyrical explorations and expres­
sive vocal harmonies. This 
evening is ce1tain to make you 
laugh, give you food for thought 
and leave you humining. Tickets 
are $15 in advance, $18 at the 
door, and tmder 18 are half 
price. You can buy tickets at 
Dynainite Records, Boswell's 
Books, World Eye Bookshop, 
and on-line at www.hilltown­
folk. For more info1mation, call 
(413) 625-6878. 

The Vermont Renaissance 
Festival annotmces the opening 
of its fifth season in Guilford, 
VT to be held at The Guilford 
Fairgrotmds on June 25-26th, 
July 2-3rd, 9-lOth & 16-17th. 
The Festival is a lush and talent­
filled re-creation of an English 
village festival in the 1580s; an 
exciting, diverse and fainily­
friendly event. July 2-3rd is 
Kids Free Weekend: for each 
adult ticket purchased, as many 
as three children up to 13 years 

Center and The Drop In Center 
of Brattleboro Food Shelf, up to 
5 coins per person. Adinission 
prices: Adults - $12, Children 
(5-13) -$6, babes in arms are 
free, no pets please. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH 
Falltown Players present 
America the Beautiful, a tribute 
in song and readings to 
America's finest hours. Bring 
the fainily to hum, sing, and 
reminisce along with the high­
spirited Falltown Players, 
Franklin County's best-loved 
home-grown group of toe-tap­
ping minstrals. Perfo1mance at 
3pm, at First Parish Unitarian, 
72 Main Street, Northfield. 
Adinission by free-will dona­
tion: $5 per adult or as able. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28TH 
Remember Stonewall: 

Out and Proud 
Rally and speak-out on the 
Greenfield Town Common, 4:30 
p.m., to commemorate and cele­
brate the 1969 "days of resist­
ance" to homophobic violence 
and oppression; focusing on 
issues of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer pride, 
and the histo1y and current sta­
tus - and links between - our lib­
eration movements. The rally 
will feature a sing-a-long led by 
Aml Ferguson, Annie Hassett, 
and Katie Tolles; and songs and 
poetiy by Aljtma Greist. Signs, 
banners, instruments, and song 
sheets are welcomed. Late 
Friday evening, June 27th, 1969, 

Mab~I Zob~I 
By 

Sandro Facto 
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Chocolate is my favorite food group . 
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the New York City tactical 
police force conducted one of its 
regular raids on a Greenwich 
Village gay bar, the Stonewall 
Inn. This time, the pati·ons of the 
bar and people from the commu­
nity fought back. The four 
nights of protest now known as 
the Stonewall Rebellion are con­
sidered to be the inauguration of 
the gay liberation movement in 
the United States. Info: Susan 
Dorazio, 413-367-9356 or 
susandor@crocker.com. 

ONGOING 
Now through July 29th - MUD­
PIE HITS THE WALL, a travel­
ing show of cerainic wall pieces 
by the members of Mudpie 
Potters Commtmity Clay 
Center's shared studio can be 
seen at the Northampton 
Cooperative Bank, 245 Triangle 
St., Amherst during bank hours. 
For more information about 
Mudpie Potters or the exhibit, 
call (413) 548-3939. 

Nol Spol 
Teen Cenle• 

Mondaps - Ongoing Digital A1ts 
Project, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Tues & Weds • Ongoing Music 
Project, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Fridap, June 24th • Open mic, 
6to 9 p.m. 
Thursdap, June 10th • 
Technology Drop-in hours, 4 to 6 p.m. 
and Movie night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

These programs are free (except some 
skate trips) and open to local teens. Some 

require permission slips. For more info 
about any of these events or programs 

please call 863-9576. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
Community Resource Center 

24 Third St, T umers Falls 

-6~~~ Main St. Greenfield. MA 
413-n4-48B1 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SHOWTIMI:S FOR 

FRI. JUNE UTH - Till:S. JUNE 28TH 

L HElU!IEFtllll'LOADID G 
IWIY 1200 300 600 900 

l SI'\R\'\l.\RSWRE\<INGEOFDIESIIH 
IWIY 1200 300 600 900 PG13 ilD!Ss:un 

3. MR. & MRS s.\f!IH PG13 
IWIY 1200 300 600 900 

4. IHEl.a'iGESIY<\RD PG13 
IWIY 12:15 3:15 6-15 9:15 

5. i\iIDAGA'lC.'\R PG 
IWIY 12:15 3:15 6-15 9:15 

6. BE\\>IlCBED PG13 ilD!Ss:un 
IWIY 12:ll 3:30 6:30 9'30 

7. RfiliANBEGINS PG13 
IWIY 12:ll 3:30 6:30 9'30 

Friday June 24th 

J.ittl~ Mor,st~rs 
It's rock and roll and Friday is 

ladies night, no cover 
Saturday, June 25th 

FAT TUESDA!:.I 
Great dance band, 9:30 p.m. 

Sundays in June 

Bluegrass Blast 
1 to 5 p.m. Horshoe lawn. picnic 
lunches welcome and we now have 

an outdoor liquor license 

Kaiaoke T-N-T - 8 to Midnight 

Wed- Open MicatB30pm 

Thurs - Kataokc T-N-T 
Promo night, givaways, a p.m. 

www.rt63roadhouse.com 
32 Federal St., Millers Falls 

(413) 6S9-3384 
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A Visit to Chase Hill Farm 
scratched 
deep into the 
soil f01· a com-
fortable rest, 
thei-eby lightly 
tilling the Slll'­

face as all 
good gru·den­
ei·s do. 

tainly bucolic, knew she would have if the ownei· 
in the spill of had let hei·. Wondeintl memo11es 30 
wild roses and yeai-s apart, connecting ovei· a cen-
other plants tury of expeiiences. 

BY PAM HANOLD 
WARWICK - I should have 
known this would be no common 
visit to a farm when Whisker spot­
ted me crossing the ch-iveway and 
made a beeline through the gath­
ered people to greet me with a 
warm "grin" and gently wagging 
tail. We had an-ived at the Chase 
Hill Farm in Warwick to learn 
about the dairy frum and their 
cheese-making operation. The 
beautiful ch-ive up, the Celtic-style 
musicians playing in the back yai·d, 
families strolling around eve1y­
where, and the friendly canine wel­
comers promised an interesting out­
ing. 

Dairy frumers and cheese mak­
ers Mruk and Jeannette Fellows of 
Chase Hill Farm ru-e the 2005 recip­
ients of the Local Hero Frumer 

Ftu1hei· up 
the slope in 
anothei· pait of 
the field, the 
cows and 
calves were 
contentedly 
grazing. Tan­
brown Jei-seys 
with darker 
outlines, black 

A cow grazes at Chase Hill Farm in Warolick. 

from the woods Jeannette Fellows speaks of 
ovei· the fences. wanting people to "come and see 
Not here the what we do and how we fann." We 
11gidly defined, did, and we took away more than I 
geometrical could have imagined - all the day 
fields imposed offered and the shai·ed memo11es of 
on the land. other farms in othei· places. Should 
Then I 1-ealized you have time for a beautifttl ch-ive 
that the restfttl- to buy excellent cheeses, organic 
ness I felt, the raw milk, grass-fed beef and veal, 
satisfaction of a and fresh eggs from the only ceiti­
landscape that fied organic daily fa1m in 
drew the eye Massachusetts, I ceitainly 1-ecom­
r an d o m I y mend a tiip to the Chase Hill Farm 
along, was the and our neighbors, the Fellows 

Awru·d. They and CISA 
(Community Involved in 
Sustaining Ag11culture) hosted last 
Stmday's open house to celebrate. 
VISitors wei-e invited to wandei· 
ru·ound the faim, taste the cheeses 
and milk, 11de behind a Belgian 
team in a wagon, watch a video on 
cheese-making, and leain about 
both the farming operation and 
CISA activities. 

Our first stop was to check out 
the activity undei· the canopy where 
we fmmd delicious cheeses, books 
and inf01mation, cidei·, strawber-
1-ies, milk and cookies, and good 
conversation. After sufficient rub­
bling, we wande1-ed across the road 
to see the chickens. Housed in a 
chaiming 1-efitted wagon for mov­
able nesting inside a light fence, 
they were busily scratching in the 
tall grass. Industi-iously they 

and white Holsteins, 1-ich brown 
Normandes, and their crossbreeds 
paid no attention to the stl'fillgers -
except for one aleit Jei-sey who was 
watching eveiybody. And that sent 
me down mem01y lane. 

I hadn't thought about Daisy in 
yeai-s, but she had exhibited that 
same intei-est in the w01·ld on a farm 
half a countly away. Gentle, except 
with a new cal( biddable for milk­
ing, able to hold hei· place with the 
white-faces, she stands out in my 
memory for a paiticulai· act of kind­
ness she granted day after day. I 
always saved the milking for aftei· 
chopping and throwing down the 
silage and feeding the hay and 
water, and she unflinchingly 
warmed my half-frozen finge1-s on 
hei· udder, never kicking even when 
it took several milking pulls to get 
the stiffuess out. What a waim cr-ea­
ture she was to lean on in the cold 
Minnesota winter - and even genei·-

ous to the cats that waited close fm­
the occasional stream of milk 
directed their way. 

So I looked at the cattle with 
renewed interest, thinking that 
Holsteins still seemed more phleg­
matic than Jerseys, though this herd 
all seemed ve1y contented. Well 
they should be, with 11ch native 
grass up to their knees and quiet 
conve1-sation and music wafting 
their way. The rotational grazing 
system tISed by the Fellows moves 
both the cows and chickens through 
different po1tio11S of the field in 
smallei· fenced ru·eas. This system 
provides healthy natmal grass with 
all its divei-sity for the stock, letting 
the grass grow undisturbed 
between rotatio11S. 

Standing above the frum look­
ing out ovei· the fields, woods, and 
farmyaid I thought how diffei-ent it 
was from the frums of my past. At 
fu-st it seemed almost untidy, cei·-

beauty of a fumily. 
frum existmg in balance with Chase Hill Frum is located at 74 
nature. Not free from human Chase Hill Road in Warwick. F01· 
impact, but interacting 1-espectfttlly info1mation on CISA and their 
and working with the natural activities, and on the frum (includ­
ecosystem ing directio11S), visit www.buylo-

One last memory I take away calfood.com Jeannette suggests 
withme,prutofthatdayandprutof that if you are coming from a dis­
an earliei· time: The small child in tance, you might want to call ahead 
the backpack reaching out to btunp to make sure they have a paiticulru· 
the nose of the big Belgian ho1-se item available in their self-seive 
standing quietly waiting for the farm stand. Phone: 978-544-6327. 
next nip down the lane, both cahn, Although the milk can only be sold 
secure, and mildly interested, at the faim, they do sell some to 
1-eminded me of another day long Our Fainily Farms. Their eggs, 
ago. On a tI-ip from Minneapolis cheese, beef, and veal ru-e available 
whe1-e she had lived for decades, at the Amherst Farmei's Maiket 
our 92-yeai·-old grandmother, Sattuday mornings. Their hand­
dwru-fed by another team of crafted cheeses O1-iginal 
BelgiaIIS, also reached out to touch Frumstead, Chive, Gru·lic, and 
a velvety nose. Speaking of hei· Cheddar - are available in several 
childhood love of visiting the hors- local sto1-es and farmstands includ­
es in the stables in Illinois in the late ing Green Fields Mru·ket, the 
1800s, she turned and asked, half People's Pint, Red Fire Farm, 
mischievously, and half se110usly, McCuske1-s, and Whole Foods 
"Which one can I 1-ide?" - and we Mruket. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Michael Fleming 
Montague, MA 

Lawn Renovations 

Shrub Installation 

Fully Insured 
Loam 

Mulches 
Mowing, Pruning, 

Cleanups 

Stockbridge Graduate 

Ph: 413-367-0129 Cell: 522-5075 

Lynn Reynolds 
"Aiming for Astonisltt11g Se.rviC<'" 

• Specializing in Buyer Agency 
• Professional Consulting 
• Let us discuss the advantages! 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 Norlh Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002 

413-367-2425 lynnreynoltls-@vc.rizon.net 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
4 Dell St. 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

www.mccarll1yf11n1·mlho111€;.rn111 

Si11ce 1895 

On the Common 
Crean.field, ,\t111ssncl11tsetts 

li1me1-:< Falls, M,tssadw.~ctts 

(413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Direct,,, 

S,,C,itmzing i• "" ,._,,. ol town o..J l'ropc,ty Mainlc,..,,u,. 
Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 

If you're near us, 
we want to be there for you. 

Ro,]lkntlal & Commenlal • fuf/r ltuvllfd 

45 Main Street, PO Box B·6 Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell: 522-2563 

COUNTRY 
DRIVE•IN 

RESTAURANT 

.D41!o,,, 

'Reat ~ 'Jodi 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
Closed Tuesdays 

Beer& Wine 
Soft Serve Ice Cream 
Rte. 2 • Gill, Mass. 

Order ahead: 
863-8210 

,, We Do Catering! 
I 741,e ~,a M Sae 1,. ~,a 
\ 'f °" de-P4ti6! 

CHARLENE MARTIN 
Sales Representatit~ 

CHEV~OLE~----------
54MAINSTREEr•P.O. 8-0s 729 (413) 773-3678 

GTU!ENFTT.J.D, MA 01302 

531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 




