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BOB MAHLER 
Moving On 
see page 7 \ 

GLAMOROUS MUNCHKINS 
At Sheffield's Wizard of Oz 
see page 16 
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HELPING IMMIGRANTS 
IN FRANKLIN COUNTY 
BY RUTH WITTY 
GREENFIELD - Imagine 
you had to move to a new 
country where you did 
not speak the language. 
Your cousin invited you 
to the small town where 
he lived, but he could not 
help you much to get set­
tled as he worked full 
time and had children. It 
was very cramped in his 
apartment but you had no 
idea how to go about 
finding your own place or 
the money to pay for it. 
Just going to the super­
market was a struggle. 
You could tell what the 
can of green beans con­
tained from the pichll'e 
but a medical condition 
meant you should eat low 
salt, and you didn't know 
the words for low salt in 
the new language. How to 
learn the language, find a 
job, make friends, and 
become a pa1t of the com-

munity? 
The above scenario, 

with minor differences, is 
real to many people who 
move to Montague and 
Franklin County as legal 
immigrants. The Center 
for New Americans on 
Sanderson Street in 
Greenfield steps in and 
helps them to learn 
English, and offers com­
puter workshops, job 
placement and the help 
and friendship of dedicat­
ed community volun­
teers. 

Jim Ayres is the execu­
tive director of the Center 
for New Americans. He 
said the volunteers either 
help in the classrooms or 
work one on one with sh1-
dents who request men­
toring. With mentors, sh1-
dents can learn in a more 
informal setting, Ayres 

see CENTER pg 12 

Metnorial Parade Returns to Montague 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - In 
the morning, rain tlll'eat­
ened. By 10:30, when the 
first Montague Memorial 
Day parade in more than a 
quarter cenhuy stepped 
off from the parking lot of 
the Discove1y Center, the 
stm broke through for a 
minute or two. But the 
weather remained poised 
between humidity and 
clouds, as if a thtmder­
sto1m were brewing some­
where down the valley. 

A few families were 
seated on the Avenue in 
lawn chairs, in front of 
Power Town Apa1tments. 
Children were dancing in 
the street by Spinner Park. 
As the tattoo of the drum­
mers from the Turners 
Falls High School march­
ing band rounded the cor­
ner of 2nd Street, more 
children came flocking 
from the alleyways to 
watch the parade go by. 

Officer John Dempsey 
led the procession, the 
lights on his cruiser flash­
ing. Michael Dale fol-

lowed, carrying the banner 
of the VFW Post 923, 
Turners Falls, followed by 
a color guard of fellow 
VFW members, including 
commander John Murphy. 

A black and white kitty 
cat scampered across the 
street, and da1ted between 
two buildings near the cor­
ner of 5th. A young man 
on a bicycle tore down the 
Avenue in front of the 
parade. One woman sat by 
herself near the new 
Italian restamant, the only 
spectator on that side of 
the block. Diagonally 
across from where she sat, 
a tag sale in front of the 
old Turners Falls Inn wait­
ed for customers. 

Two members of the 
Montague selectboard 
marched in the parade, 
Patricia Pruitt and Pat 
Allen. A contingent of 
Korean War veterans 
marched, along with the 
Montague Elks, in full 
regalia. The Turners Falls 
fire department sent a fire 
truck. Don Girard drove 
Chris Boutwell in a golf 

cart. Mr. C. led the march­
ing band one last time 

As the parade passed 
St. Kaziemerz Hall, the 

Dave Thurber and Richard Reil stand at attention 
during Monday's Memorial Day Ceremony 

down the Avenue, as he 
has led them in parades 
and concerts for 33 years. 
A troop of boy scouts and 
girl scouts followed. 

crowd lining the Avenue 
suddenly swelled in mun­
bers. Across from the 
stone markers listing 

see HOLIDAY pg 8 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Sahll'day afternoon, May 
27th, at 6:21 p.m. a walk­
in to the Turners Falls 
police station reported 
part of the Railroad 
Salvage building had just 
collapsed into Power 
Street. By the time select- ' 
board member Pat Allen 
pulled up to view the 
damage, at about 7:30 
pm., a second section of 
the wall had fallen, and a 
cloud of dust was still 
settling. The Montague 
police responded, and 
called in a crew from the 
Montague DPW to install 
more ban'icades. 

At both ends of Power 
Street, by the Bailey 
bridge crossing the canal, 
and at the south of the 
building temporary ban'i­
ers has been set up in 
Februa1y, when officials 
feared the imminent col-

lapse of the building's 
outer wall. The tempo­
ra1y wooden bairiers in 
the middle of the road 
were meant to permit 
fire trucks quick access 
to that end of the Patch, 
but Captain Jim Brutus 
of the Turners Falls fire 
department said they 
had been replaced with 
Jersey ba1riers. "It's a 

..;.,,.,,.._" bai11cade for us to get 
to that side of the Patch, 

7IJ""';;-:¥,i3',il~,..1 as it is. If there was a 

Part of the northwest wall of the Railroad Salvage building 
collapsed into Power Street on Saturday 

problem with the 11th 
Street bridge, we'd 
remove them, but it 
would be time constun­
ing. We're defmitely 
looking for a better 
solution." 

DPW chief Tom 
Bergeron said some 
people had been mov­
ing the wooden bai1·iers 
and slipping through, 

and the remaining wall 

see SALVAGE pg 11 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Put a Tiger 
In Your Lap 

Lena 
Lena is a curious, friendly 5 

year old brown tiger cat in 
need of a good home. She's a 
very sociable girl who will 
make you feel welcome when 
you enter the Dakin Cat Room. 
She will probably want to sit 
right up on your lap! She will 
just love being someone's best 
buddy. For more info on adopt­
ing Lena, please contact the 
Dakin Animal Shelter in 
Leverett at 548-9898 or via 
email at info@dakinshelter.org 

Fresh Organic 
Produce 

Community 
Supported Agriculture 
Shares Available • Delivered 
Weekly • May 31st - Oct 25th 

LAUGHING DOG FARM 
Call: 863-8696. 

www.laughingdogfarm.com 

Writers Wanted 
crnr~ ~~ 

t~p-orler-
is looking for writers to 

cover news events, 
arts, features, etc. 

Please call 863-8666 

'Qt:be ;fflontague 
l\eporter 

Published weekly on Thursday 
24 3rd Street 

Twners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema net 

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to 

The Montague Repo1ter 
24 3rd Street 

Twners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy dead-
line is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for e11'ors in adve1tise­
ments, but will print without 
charge that pa.it of the adver-
tisement in which an e1rnr 
occw1·ed. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse 
advertising for any reason 

and to alter copy or graphics 
to confonn to standru·ds of the 

newspaper 

Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER June 1, 2006 

CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS FACES & PLACES 
New DVDs at Montague Public Libraries 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MONTAGUE- A wide variety 
of new release DVDs were 
recently acquired for the 
Montague Public Libraries. 
New title include Bambi 2, 
Brokeback Mountain, Capote, 
Cheaper by the Dozen 2, 
Chicken Little, The Chronicles 
of Narnia, The Dreamer, 
Greatest Game Ever Played, 
Hany Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire, Jarhead, Just Like 
Heaven, Kids in America, King 
Kong, Lady and the Tramp, 
Last Holiday, Match Point, 
Memoirs of a Geisha, Munich, 
Nanny McPhee, Nausicaa, 
New World, Producers, Pride 

and Prejudice, Rent, Stay, 
Tristan and Isolde, An 
Unfinished Life, Walk the Line 
and We are the Laurie Berkner 
Band. The Carnegie Library in 
Turners Falls is open Monday 
- Wednesday, 1 - 8 p.m., 
Thursday 1 - 5 p m. and Friday 
10 am. - 5 p.m. The Carnegie 
Library is closed on Saturdays 
for the summer. The Montague 
Center Libra1y is open Monday 
and Wednesday, 2 - 5 and 6 - 8 
p m. The Millers Falls Library 
is open on Tuesday and 
Thursday 2 -5 and 6 - 8 pm. 
For more info1mation, call the 
Carnegie Library, 863-3214. 

SLATE llBRARY NEWS 
Poetry Reading June 7th 

GILL - Slate Roof Poets chapbook design, publishing 
Susan Middleton and Art and promotion will also be dis­
Stein, will be reading their cussed. The reading is fre.e and 
poems at 7:00 p.m., on open to the public. The build­
Wednesday, June 7th in the ing is wheelchair accessible. 
Slate Memorial Libra1y, Main For more information call: 
Road, Gill. Some aspects of 413-498-4451. 

Log Drive ol One 

J • • 

DETMOLD A-IOTO 

Tim Wirt of Canada Hill in Greenfield followed the tradition of log 
drives of yore on Barton Cove Wednesday afternoon. 

Congratulations, Rvan Wilderl 
Ryan Wilder of Turners Falls with Nathan Crocker of 

scored a 915 in the Pepsi Major Bernardston, Ryan Mooney of 
League Baseball Pitch, Hit & Charlemont and Jesse Breiwick 
Run competition hosted by the of Greenfield, Wilder is eligible 
Montague Parks & Recreation to advance to the Boston Red 
Deprutment on May 20th. Along Sox team championship. 

Great Falls 

Farmers Market 
Wednesday, June 7th 

Avenue A & 6th St 
Peskeomskut Park 

3 - 6 P.M. 
Annuals, Perennials, Grass 

Fed Local Beef 
Maple Products 
Baked Goods 
Asparag11s! 

New Vendors Welcome 
Call 863-9026 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

9uvin& ond selliog us«l books 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
SHELBURNE FALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndolE@crocker.com closed Mondays 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES June 5th - 9th 
MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Mon. - Fli. from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Make meal 
rese1vations a day in advance by 
11 a.m. Messages can be left on 
the machine when the center is 
closed (863-9357). Mealsite 
manager is Clnis Richer. The 
center offers a hot noon meal 
weekdays to any senior. 
Transpo1tation to the center can 
be provided. Special tlip coordi­
nator is Jean Chase. Make tlip 
rese1vations by calling 772-
6356. Payment and menu 
choice is due three weeks p1ior 
totlip. 

Monday, 5th 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :30 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
Tuesday, 6th 

9:30 a.m. Aerobics 
Wednesday, 7th 
10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 8th 
I p.m. Pitch 
Ftiday, 9th 
10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Elvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
inf01mation and rese1vations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at (413) 423-3308. 
Lunch daily at 11 :30 a.m. with 
rese1vations a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transpo1tation can 
be provided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical necessity 

by calling Dana Moore at (978) 
544-3898. 

Monday, 5th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libraiy 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 6th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 7th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 8th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate u·ansportation. 
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""""""'-·45 Years of Growing 
Experience 
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·200 Acres of Nursery 
Plants 
·Garden Center & Gifts 
·Container Plants 
• Landscape Design 
• Residential Plants 
·Trees & Shrubs, Mulch 
·Annuals & Perennials 
• Delivery Service 
Available 

Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am • 7pm 

Saturday 7am • 5:30pm 
Sunday 9am•5:30 pm 

Nursery and Garden Center 
135 Millers Falls Road 

Turners Falls, ,l\,lA 01376 
Tel: (413) 863-2510 
Fax: (413) 863-3079 

We've Got You Covered! 

SATURDAY SPECIAL 

BEADS & BEADS 
Clear Waterproofer 

$3 4. 9 5/sgal. 
While supplies last. 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 863-4346 

THE 
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PROl1llfl0fil 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Serving homemade 
soups, fresh seafood, 

homemade desserts and 
homestyle cooking. 

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A 

B63-9636 



June 1, 2006 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Seven More Arrests at 
Vermont Yankee 

BRATTLEBORO, VT - After 
painting warnings on the street 
and posting warnings at the 
Ve1mont Yankee nuclear reac­
tor driveway in Vernon, six 
women and the videographer­
accompanying them were 
arrested Tuesday morning, May 
29th, at Entergy headqua1ters 

its output, asking for a 20-year 
license extension and storing 
nuclear wastes on site in a non­
secure fashion. 

Comerford used the head­
quarter's lobby telephone to 
contact Entergy Vermont presi­
dent Ted Sullivan, who 
answered his own phone. 

Photo of the seven arrested, including Harvry Schaktman of Shelburne 
Falls, who was videoing the action and had not anticipated risking a"est; 
Dorthee of Wendel4 Frances Crowe and Jo Comeiford of Northampton; 
Claire Chang of Gil4· Marcia Gagliardi and Harriet Nestel of Athol 

on Old Feny Road. 
Do1thee (her full name) of 

Wendell, Frances Crowe of 
Northampton, and Hattie Nestel 
of Athol, painted the words 
Danger Zone, Do Not Enter, 
and the universal symbol of 
nuclear danger in the driveway 
of the Vernon reactor while Jo 
Comerford ofN01thampton and 
Marcia Gagliardi of Athol 
draped a banner reading 
Vermont Yankee, Weapon of 
Mass Destruction, over the 
granite Entergy reactor sign. 

An armed security officer 
told the women to leave. They 
went with Claire Chang of Gill, 
to Entergy's Brattleboro head­
quarters to deliver a People's 
Indictment charging Entergy 
Corporation with putting 
"greed and lust for profit above 
the common good" by purchas­
ing an aging reactor, increasing 

Comerford told him the women 
wanted to deliver an indictment 
to him. He said he would send 
someone down for them. They 
waited fifte.en minutes and 
Comerford telephoned again 
but was redirected to voice 
mail. Soon, Brattleboro police 
officers an-ived. 

Told they would be an-ested 
if they did not leave, the 
women began to read the 
indictment aloud to security 
personnel but were intem1pted 
by Brattleboro police who 
began handcuffing them. 

The seven were ordered to 
appear in court July 11th, 2006, 
to answer charges of unlawful 
trespass. Monthly civil disobe­
dience demonstrations have 
been undertaken at Vermont 
Yankee since November of 
2005. 

Montague Elks #2521 

Flag Day 
Ceremony 

Wed. June 14, 6:30pm 
1 Elks Avenue TF 

Traditional ceremony to include 
the retirement of flags. The 
Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks designated June 
14th as Flag Day in 1907. 

If you have any flags in need of 
retirement, please bring them, 

folded appropriately, to the 
lodge to be included in this 

event. If you need help folding 
your flag, we will gladly assist 
you. A complimentary cook-out 

with hamburgers, hot dogs, 
potato chips and soft drink 

refreshments will be served fol­
lowing the ceremony. 
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New Summer 
Hours: 

Monday - Saturday 
Open til 8:30 p.m. 

Bart's Premium 
Ice Cream 

Main Road, Gill 
863-9006 

WEDIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• Washed Stone, Asso11ed Sizes 
• Sand - Title V & Mason 
• Red Rock Stone -

in 501b. bags or bulk 

• Brick Red Bark Mulch 
• G1·avel, 3", 1-1/2", 3/4" 
• TRG - Dense Grade 
• Loam, screened/unscreened 

1413) 114-1285 

TIRED OF LATE FEES? 
Ask us about our Movie Lover's Membership 

No Due Dates• No Late Fees 

The Valley's Best Selection of Classic, Foreign, 
Independent & Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles 
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE 

50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701 

~" clear Cho1. 
4..0 /1);, ("$ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.ttJ 0714 .1 
Mu.,,;. Llc.cn,c #059505 

JOE GRAVELINE 

JOHN DEERE SAFES 
ULTIMATE SECURITY IN THE 

CONVENIENCE OF YOUR HOME 

• Good for 30 minutes in 
1200 degrees 

• Heat Adivated Seal Door 
UL listed for Residential 
Security 

• Pre-Drilled for Bob-Down 
Security 

• 23 cubic feet to 35 cubic 
feet in stock 

• Range of Colors; 
Adiustable Interiors 

• JOHN DEERE 

SIRUM EQUIPMENT 
Route 63, Montague 

413-367-2481 

11111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. HJ:~LE & 

R1200RT 

Sm.okin' H~ppo 
A Family Restaurant and Baroecue 

20 ¥rcnch King Highway 
Erving, Ma 01344-4444 
Phone, (4B) 42,-~220 COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

lK 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

274Rt. 2,Gill,MA01376 new available 

• parts & accessories ~ lltl§JOOD(fflm) 
• helmets ALLAN· DAVID• MELANIE 

• books Tel: (413) 863-9543 

• apparel 
£.mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.A/CYCLE.COM 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pztnc.com 

Barbecue and Full Traditional Menu 
Full Liquor License 

Hours: Tue/Wed/Thu: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Fri/Sat: 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun: noon-4 p.m. 

/,ocal Photographs and Hippo Paintings also available 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRI CRS 

"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 lynrueynolds@verizon.net 
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Invest in Our Children 
BY HYRUM HUSKEY JR. 
THE PATCH - I suppo1t the 
ovenide for school fonds, to be 
voted on June 6th in Montague. 
The issue, for me, is that our 
community's children deserve a 
foll range of subject matter and 
quality learning experiences, 
even if our own children are no 
longer in school. Looking back 
at one's own school days is no 
way to compare educational 
systems now. Today's school­
age children do not compete 
with other children attending 
one-room schools, and our 
school administrators and 
teachers can no longer make do 
on a similar level of expendi­
ttu-es. Six decades have passed 
since those days. 

Do I like my own personal 
property taxes to rise? Of 
course I don't. Still, money 
doesn't fall from the sky. 
Citizens provide it. So, if we go 
bleatingly along after federal 
and state politicians who prom­
ise us tax cuts, why would we 
be surprised if federal and state 
support for schools and towns 
fail to keep pace with inflation 
and growth? Fixed costs and 
unfonded mandates continue 
while the school budget is 
expected to remain level. We all 
know what happens when 
prices continue to rise and we 
don't get any raises at work. 

For three years in a row, the 
school district has tried to 
bounce back from the devastat-

ing cuts of 2003, when we were 
forced to lay off 24 teachers. 
The continuing school budget 
struggle is not the fault of our 
school personnel or teachers, or 
the fault of the children in their 
classes. 

Funding the requested 
600,000 additional dollars 
needed by our school district 
this year works out to an annual 
increase of arotmd $158 from a 
homeowner of a $175,000 prop­
e1ty. Extra ftmds in the school 
debt reserve accotmt for the 
high school renovation will 
allow a $63 savings this year 
and next on that average tax 
bill. Meanwhile, most home­
owners have seen their property 
nearly double in value over the 
past decade. So why wouldn't 
prope1ty taxes rise? Senior citi­
zens on a fixed income can 
apply for a circuit breaker 
reftmd if needed. For the rest of 
us, consider it a simple reinvest­
ment of that $300 tax reftmd 
check most ofus received a year 
or so ago. Or, a reinvestment of 
the reduced federal and state 
income tax breaks we accepted 
so willingly. Or, a payback for 
the increased value when we 
evenmally sell our home. 

Vote Yes on the override. 
Then, in November, vote for 
responsible federal and state 
legislators who will support 
quality education and infra­
structure improvements on a 
long te1m basis - not just baa 
baa along after anyone who 
proinises to cut our taxes to get 
elected! 

In the end, we are the ones 
who provide the money, one 
way or the other. Ifwe don't, we 
abrogate the heritage we owe 
local children. 

We welcome your letters. 

11tbt :flontagut 
l\tporttr 

24 3rd St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863■3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

·~-----------------------· 
:~ SIGN ME UP ! : 

Now only $20 for 26 issues! 

'{[be fflontague 3Reporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name 

Address -------------------
Town _________ State __ Zip ___ _ 
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School Override and Beyond 
BY PAT ALLEN 
MONTAGUE CITY - As you 
may know, I had a difficult time 
at our recent finance meeting 
reaching a decision on my vote 
concerning support for the 
school ovenide question. Here 
are my thoughts. 

First to address the emotion­
al rhetoric with a bit of my own: 

I am offended when people 
state that not voting for the 
override means you don't care 
about the schools. That is not 
true - there are too many per­
sonal and fiscal factors at work 
here to make that cavalier state­
ment. Our voters are thoughtfol, 
concerned people who will take 
into accotmt not only their own 
personal financial simation but 
also that of the town in general. 
Town meeting has always been 
supportive and worked for the 
greater good. 

I am disgusted with our fed­
eral government's lack of sup­
po1t for its own public educa­
tion system ( among other areas 
of neglect) to the point where it 
seems we should apply to Iraq 
for grants from our own govern-

ment. I don't think our state has 
done much better, either. 

Someone in state govern­
ment needs to have the courage 
to recognize the need for a sys­
tematic look at public education 
in Massachusetts, to think out­
side the box, and to come up 
with significant changes to the 
entire system - tinkering with 
fo1mulas isn't going to change 
the stmctural gap that has exist­
ed and is growing each year. 

Two years ago several towns 
met with their school cominittee 
members, finance boards and 
selectboards - it seemed to be 
the sta1t of a unified collabora­
tion - a recognition that this is 
too large a burden to be handled 
by any one individual school 
district. No Child Left Behind, 
school choice, charter school 
reimbursements - these pro­
grams are not working as they 
were envisioned (I'm assuining 
there was a vision to begin 
with). They are killing our pub­
lic schools rapidly - that death 
spiral reference isn't just rheto­
ric. But where has that energy 
and time gone? 

We need leaders within the 
school community who know 
the players - finance and select­
boards have talked about strnc­
tural gaps for four or five years, 
have urged these folks to tinite 
and work for a common good, 
and are ready to put their weight 
and suppo1t behind significant 
changes. We need the educa­
tional community to coordinate­
and lead the initiative. 

At our finance meeting the 
other night, it was emphatically 
stated by some that there can be 
no override next year - the 
schools cannot add $600,000 or 
so to the base this year and 
expect the town to be able to 
absorb another increase of that 
scale in the forure. We have 
town capital projects that must 
move forward - the police sta­
tion must be built in the next 
couple of years. In addition the 
town cannot make $600,000 in 
cuts this year without disman­
tling major programs or ham­
stringing our police and high­
way departments. This is unac-

see ALLEN pg 5 

Steve Ciechomski (left) leads the Turners Fa/1.r High Schoof Band at the Montague Memorial Dqy Parade. 
"Mr. C~ the TFHS / GFMS Band and Chorus Director far 3 3 years, is retiring in June. All those who wouki like to send 

him off in fine fashion are invited to a retirement party on June 22nd, at the Sch11et-z.en Verein in Gill. For information as to 
time, etc. please call Steve Prokowich at 863-8794. Spread the word around! 

Mr. C has done a lot far the school community and it is time to sqy 'Thanks and good luck!" 
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Override Delays Hard Work of Balancing the Budget 
BY MIKE NAUGHTON 
MILLERS FALLS - After 
watching last week's joint 
Montague finance committee -
selectboard meeting, which 
focused on the Jtme 6th ovenide 
vote, I had a number ofve1y dif­
ferent reactions. 

minute (possi-
bly hoping for 
some windfall 
from the state) 
to decide that 
Montague 
couldn't possi­
bly afford the 
requested 
assessment, and 
they offered the 
ovenide as a 
possible way of 
funding it. In 
doing so, they 
sent the message 

The Montague finance committee and the Montague selectboard voted 
unanimous!J to back the school override on Wednesdqy Mqy 24th. 

make. 
According 

to the figures 
I've seen, 
from FY2004 
(the year of 
the failed 
override, 
when the 
school budget 
actually went 
down) to FY 
2006, the Gill­
Montague 
school budget 
(not including 

that average about 10% per 
year. I don't think there ai·e a lot 
of other sources, and while I'm 
all for pushing for more state 
and federal money, I'm not sure 
it's realistic to cotmt on double­
digit increases eve1y year. 

On one hand, I agree with 
Doug Dziadzio's comment that 
the ve1y fact the two boards 
held that meeting and invited 
the school committee shows 
they are tlying to be leaders in 
the community. I thought some 
of the speakers made very good 
points, and I think important 
issues were brought out. I also 
applaud the committees' com­
bined resolve to work very hard 
during the next budget season to 
make sure no further ovenides 
are necessaiy. 

On the other hand, I can't 
help wondering why it took so 
long to get to that point. It has 
been clear for several years that 
the GMRSD assessment has 
been rising faster than the 
towns' abilities to pay, and it 
was only a matter of time before 
that led to a crisis. When the 
district presented a draft budget 
in Feb1uary that was more than 
$1 million higher than last 
year's, I think a lot of people 
should have realized this could 
be the year. 

they didn't think a tax increase 
was a pa1ticularly good idea, 
while at the same time offering 
no other ideas about how to 
solve the problem. I get the 
impression that it was the per­
ceived inadequacy of this 
endorsement that sparked last 
week's meeting. Dziadzio's 
praise for the committees' lead­
ership at the end of the meeting 
came after some pointedly dif­
ferent comments earlier on, by 
Dziadzio and others. 

ovenide won't solve the basic 
problem. I was also hea1tened 
by the solemn pledges to sit 
down "the day after the vote" 
and begin working to find a bet­
ter solution. It's been a long 
time coming, but better late than 
never. 

The pessiinist in me, howev­
er, can't shake the thought that it 
is always easier to proinise to 
solve a problem tomonow than 
it is to actually solve it today. As 
Pat Allen observed, that prom­
ise has been made before, and it 
wasn't kept; is there any com­
pelling reason to believe this 
time will be different? The rea­
son the budget problem hasn't 
been solved isn't too hai·d to fig­
ure out - there are no easy 
answers, and the only options 
entail tough decisions that 
nobody yet has been willing to 

debt) has risen by an average of 
about 9.5% per year 
($ll,897,082 to $14,262,104). 
Their cunent request for FY 
2007 of$15,351,505 would be a 
7.6% increase, for a four-year 
average of about 8.9% per year. 
If the ovenide were to fail and 
the district were to accept a 
reduced budget, it would still 
represent a 2.6% increase and a 
four-yeai· average of about 7 .1 %. 
During the same period, 
Montague's operating budget 
has increased on average by 
about 5% per yeai·. 

The remaining alternatives 
are to continue to shift more 
money from the town's operat­
ing budget to the district, with 
the likelihood of more ovenide 
requests along the way, or to cut 
expenses. When people talk 
about working to prevent future 
ovenide requests, I think that is 
what they mean, and I don't 
blame them for being reluctant 
to begin. (That, of course, is 
what has brought us to the cur­
rent situation.) The difficulty is 
that the problem isn't going to 
go away unless something is 
done, and in my opinion the 
sooner something is done the 
better. I think we should all join 
in urging the finance committee, 
the selectboai·d, and the school 
district to keep their proinises to 
find a solution, and we should 
wish them luck. 

Instead, it appears the com­
mittees waited tmtil the last 

As it was, the tmanimous 
votes to support the ovenide 
seemed largely based on the 
original preinise: a tax increase 
is necessa1y because nobody 
has any better ideas and time 
has run out for coming up with 
any. The optiinist in me was 
hea1tened by the general recog­
nition that even if it passes, this 

ALLEN 
from pg 5 

ceptable. 
There must be a 

decision made on ele­
mentary school config­
uration - the reluc­
tance over the last sev­
eral years to reach any 
decision has only 
fueled frustration and 
lack of confidence in 
the administration and 
school committee's 
ability to make deci­
sions of significant 
magnitude. There must 
be concerted effort to 
work towards major 
changes in the state 
public education sys­
tem. There should have 
been a working com­
mittee months ago to 
deal with a potential 
override - it certainly 
wasn't a secret we had 
a huge gap. And the 
statewide system is a 
much larger problem 
that will require even 
more focus and energy. 
Time is critical. I 
would suggest that 
whatever happens with 
the vote on June 6th, 
the school community 
must address these 
concerns immediately 
(by that I mean within 

two or three weeks, not 
six months or longer). 

Consider moving 
the sixth grade to the 
middle school com­
plex, which will reduce 
the size of the remain­
ing elementary popula­
tion, will allow access 
to more advanced pro­
grams, and yet will still 
protect them from the 
high school. 

Consider consolidat­
ing the elementary 
schools in Montague 
and reallocating any 
monies realized by the 
consolidation to the 
middle/ high school 
programs to retain stl1-
dents and to the ele­
menta1y school to build 
up math, art, music and 
gym. 

Consider consolidat­
ing with other cotmty 
school systems health 
and welfare services 
and perhaps create a 
countywide special 
education facility for 
those students our 
schools are trying to 
bring back within the 
system. 

Consider consolidat­
ing with other cotmty 
school systems other 
services as well: art, 
music, etc. 

Work with other 
county school systems 
to present options to 
the state that will force 
major structural 
changes in the state 
public school system, 
allowing it once again 
to become a viable and 
enviable system. 

To the school com­
Inittee and adininistra­
tion: You have worked 
hard and diligently tiy­
ing to overcome what 
the federal and state 
governments have 
thrown your way. I 
know it's been 
extremely painful, 
there's never enough 
time and it appears as 
though there is no bot­
tom to the abyss. If you 
can make these com­
Initments, we can vote 
with you. 

To the voters: I 
applaud each of you 
who takes the time to 
vote, knowing this has 
not been an easy deci­
sion for you, and I 
respect whatever your 
decision may be. 

Pat Allen is a mem­
ber of the Montague 
Selectboard and a town 
meeting member from 
Precinct 6. II 

As I remember, Montague's 
revenues tend to increase by 
about 5% per year, so simple 
ai·ithmetic tells us the only way 
the district can sustain that rate 
of growth is by finding other 
fi.mding sources or by getting 
state and federal aid increases 

Mike Naughton has been a 
Montague resident since 1974, 
a Capital Improvements 
Committee member since fiscal 
2002, and a Precinct 2 Town 
Meeting member before that. He 
also served on the finance com­
mittee for several years. 

I Support the Override 
BY JOHN HANOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Montague voters go to 
the polls Monday after­
noon June 6th to 
decide if they will 
approve a Proposition 
2 ½ override. The 
theme is "support of 
education," but this 
affects far more than 
school support. Here is 
how I decided to vote 
Yes. 

1. State and fed-
eral mandates, funded 
below promised levels, 
have caused local 
funding requests for 
schools to rise faster 
than for other services. 
We need to correct this 
dilemma, though that 
is not within our con­
trol by the time budg­
ets must be finalized. 
But we can address the 
symptoms of the 
dilemma by voting for 
the override. 

2. A Yes vote sim-
ply funds town depart­
ments at the still aus­
tere level approved at 
the annual town meet­
ing in May, and the 
Gill-Montague district 
up to their estimated 
assessment. The town 

is not adding staff or 
programs, and the dis­
trict will preserve last 
year's level of service 
plus restoring a small 
part of a significant 
prior year cut. The 
majority of the short­
fall reflects utility, 
insurance and special 
education cost increas­
es. I listened, as a 
member of the town 
finance committee, to 
presentations by town 
and school depart­
ments, and am satisfied 
their requests are pru­
dent. A Yes vote main­
tains current services, 
and little more. 

3. There is no 
way to duck the effect 
of an override on prop­
erty taxes, which all of 
us would feel, directly 
or through our rent. 
But all of us benefit, 
from both the range of 
town services and edu­
cation's value to our­
selves and our fami­
lies, past, present and 
future. Circuit-breaker 
relief exists for eligi­
ble owners just as it 
has in the past. 

4. It is uncertain, 
even at this late date, 

whether the amount on 
the ballot is too big, 
too small, or just right. 
The school has com­
mitted to spend no 
more than the request­
ed budget, and to 
assess less if state aid 
exceeds their estimate. 
I believe them, and I 
expect to be here next 
year to see how they 
meet that commitment. 

I ask Montague vot­
ers to do three things: 

1. Vote Yes with 
me June 6th to support 
town and school serv­
ices. 

2. Urge your state 
legislators to fully 
fund state mandates, 
and to ensure the fund­
ing is available by 
whatever means are 
necessary. Transferring 
state-imposed costs 
from income taxes to 
property taxes is 
regressive and bad 
public policy. 

3. Volunteer 
through your local 
Parent Teacher 
Organization or school 
administration to pro­
vide what state funding 
does not yet support. 
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BY JAN ATAMIAN 
LAKE PLEASANT 

I would like to thank Patricia 
Pmitt for her insightful editorial 
and honest appeal to Montague 
voters in last week's Montague 
Rerpoter to come out and sup­
port the Proposition 2½ over­
ride on Tuesday, Jtme 6th. 

As I tum on the television to 
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Vitamins 
Natural Supplements 

& Body Care 
Organic & Locally 

Grown Produce 
Full Line of Natural 

Groceries 
Regional Specialties 

Full Deli: 
Entrees, Sandwiches, 

Soups, Salad Bar 
European Bakery: 

Artisan Breads, Pastries 
& Occasion Cakes 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

144 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

Proud of our roots on Avenue A! 
(Formerly the Montague Food Coop) 

25 Years and Growing 
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GUESTtJiEDITORIAL 

Build a Solid Foundation 
see a fence being constrncted 
arotmd our country's borders, I 
can only feel anxious, restricted, 
and less safe. What does make 
me feel at ease, though, is the 
idea my daughter's school is a 
safe haven for learning, grow­
ing and thinking critically. It is 
truly sad that my tax dollars are 
contributing to putting up super­
ficial ba1riers while my daugh­
ter's school system continues to 

operate on a "level services" 
budget. As a parent from the 
baby boomer generation, 
attending a fully ftmded school 
system with advanced place­
ment, many sports, art and 
music, I find myself always vot­
ing in favor of public education. 
And I recall my parents who 
learned to speak English in pub­
lic school at age five, going on 
to become successfol contribut-

ing citizens. 
My daughter attended the 

Montague Center School before 
the devastating cuts demolished 
a school with a wonderfol cur­
riculum that integrated a1t and 
music while addressing state 
standards and the MCAS. 

During this time, I felt truly 
forttmate she was able to have 
such an inspiring educational 
experience, which has con-

HIGHUGHTS IROM THE Gill NUCE LOG 

Naked Man Missing on Arrival 
Wednesday 5-24 

10: 10 a m. Fawn recovered and 
rescued in Main Road area. 

12:02 pm. Repo,t of a naked man 
in the Bruton Cove area. Officer sent 
and same was gone on an-ival. 

5:02 pm. Mutual aid for Erving 
Police - 22 Pratt Street - for a verbal 
dispute. 

Thursday 5-25 
12: 15 p m. General bm·glar alaim 

at a South Cross Road residence. All 
was found to be sectu·e. 

F1iday 5-26 
9:20 am. Unknown disturbance at 

a Lyons Road residence. Officer was 
sent, no issues were fmmd on arrival. 

1: 15 p m. Report of a restraining 
order violation on the Motmt He,mon 
Caiupus. Officer investigating will be 
seeking charges in comt. 

7:00 pm. Be on the look out call 
from Montague police. Male subject 
stated he wanted to jmup off of the 
French King Bridge. Officers 
searched the area for the individual, 
located later in a different location. 

8: 10 pm. Stuumoned for c,-iminal 
motor vehicle violation. Te1Tence 
Scantlehmy, 57, of Pleasant Street, 
Orange, chai·ged with operating after 
suspension. 

Saturday 5-27 
8:40 pm. Suspicious person on 

the French King Bridge. Moved 
along. 

9:45 pm. Repo,t of a loud party at 
a Franklin Road residence. Noise qui­
eted. 

12:50 am. Mutual aid to 
Bemardston for an assault at the 
Sunoco gas station. 

Sunday 5-28 
6: 10 p m. Mutual aid to 

Montague. Anest made, -
for tres­

passing and disorderly conduct. 
7:25 p.m. Responded to a West 

Gill road residence. Domestic dis-

, charged with 
threatening to commit a crime and 
vandalism. 

Monday 5-29 
1:15 p.m. Repo,t of a restraining 

order violation on the Mount Hermon 
Campus. Incident tmder investiga­
tion. 

Tuesday 5-30 
2:52 pm. Report of a three-car 

accident involving a school bus on 
the Gill-Montague Bridge. 
Responded, unable to locate. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE WENIBl NUCE LOG 

Two Lake Grove AWOLs in May 
Saturday 4-15 

Lockes Village Road resident 
repo1ted receiving over 20 
tmwanted collect calls from 
Worcester Cotmty Jail. 

Fliday4-21 
Complaint of four-wheelers 

chiving on Motmtain Laiu·el Dtive. 

Wt>doesday 4-26 
Boxes of roofing debris report­

ed beside road at Farley Road 
Bridge. 

F1iday4-28 
Full gas cans and logging 

chains stolen from logging site on 
Bear Motmtain Road. 

SundayS-7 
Domestic situation on Farley 

Road, involving a juvenile. 

Thursday 5-18 
Wendell Depot Road resident 

repo1ted four-wheeler speeding 
down road and into her chiveway. 

F1iday 5-19 
Lake Grove Maple Valle 

rep01ted mnaway student. Latei 
picked up on Route 2. 

Sunday 5-21 
Break reported at camp o 

Kentfield Road. 

Saturday 5-27 
Lake Grove Maple Valle 

repo1ted mnaway student. 

June 1, 2006 

tributed to her development as a 
writer, poet and musician. This 
love of learning combined with 
caring teachers gave her the 
strong fotmdation she needed. 
When the budget was slashed 
over three years ago, I felt a loss 
for what I knew had shaped a 
young mind. 

Please come out and vote on 
Jtme 6th for the override in 
Montague. 

CAPOTE DIRECTOR 
TOAPPEARAT 

POTHOLE PICTURES 
Bennett Miller, the director 

of the academy-award winning 
2005 film Capote will make a 
personal appearance at Pothole 
Pictures on Saturday, June 3rd. 

Capote is the haunting story 
of Truman Capote's visit to 
Kansas to research his ground­
breaking novel In Cold Blood and 
his troubling, conflicted rela­
tionship with the quiet, articu­
late killer Perry Smith. 

Capote was nominated for 
five Academy Awards, including 
Best Picture and Best Director 
and its star, Phillip Seymour 
Hoffman, won the Oscar as 
Best Actor for his stunning per­
formance. 

The film will be shown on 
Friday and Saturday June 2nd 
and 3rd, but Miller will only be 
present at Saturday's show. 
Miller, a frequent visitor to the 
Vipassana Meditation Center in 
Shelburne, will give a brief 
introduction to the film and will 
answer questions at the film's 
conclusion. Showings are at 
7:30 both nights. 

Pothole Pictures, 51 Bridge 
St (above Town Hall) m 
Shelburne Falls. Admission: $6 
at the door .. Seating for this film 
is first come, first served. 

For information or to pur­
chase advance tickets, call 413-
625-2896. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Mahler Heads to Shutesbury Eleinentary 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER-After 
13 years as principal of the Gill 
Elementa1y School, the last three 
years sharing the position half 
and half as principal of the 
Montague Center School, Bob 
Mahler is leaving the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
District to take a job as principal 
of the 150-student Shutesbmy 
Elementaiy. While some might 
say he is getting out while the 
getting is good, with both Gill 
and Montague Center mentioned 
as possible candidates for school 
closing if the Montague ove1ride 
fails on June 6th, Mahler said 
leaving the district where he has 
made his career is "bittersweet." 

'There was a solid foundation 
of student-centered education 
when I came to Gill," after a half 
yeai· teaching at Sheffield ele­
mentaiy, Mahler said. "Gill fos­
tered an educational climate 
based on student intellect and 
growth. That's a philosophy I've 
always embraced and believed 
in. In the face of demands from 
the state and the federal govern-

ment, education 
still needs to be 
about the kids ... 
School should be a 
place kids love to 
be." 

This Wednesday 
at Montague 
Center found 
Mahler demon-
strating his child­
centered pedagogy 
in the middle of a 
circle of neai·ly 100 Bob Mahler at his usual spot in Montague Center 
students, who sat 
cross-legged on the floor of the and ecology cuniculum (see next 
auditorium for a solid hour, lis- week's issue for a repo1t on the 
tening to students from each results of their study). Mahler 
grade level explain what they had stood in the middle of the lai·ge 
leained this year in the Sawmill circle and grilled the 3rd graders 
River Project. This program, on what they had leained about 
which has nm for three yeai·s at water temperatm·e, pH, oxygen 
Montague Center in collabora- content and the health of the 
tion with educators from the ecosystem, while the younger 
Hitchcock Center for the students listened, waiting their 
Environment in Amherst, allows tum to make presentations. 
teachers to work with their stu- 'The pressure is on budgetari­
dents in the classroom and the ly. Nationwide we ai·e seeing a 
field to study all aspects of the nanowing of cuniculum. But 
Sawmill River watershed, using what we're seeing here is a 
a combined math, science, art broadening of cmriculum. It's 25 

steps to the pond, 50 steps to the 
river ... We're using the watershed 
as a classroom and the village as 
an extension of the school." 

In Gill, students have been 
working all year on a similai· 
environmental project with 
Antioch grad students. They ai·e 
in the process of registering a 
nearby vernal pool with the local 
conservation commission. 

"How is this going to help 

with their MCAS tests?" asks 
Mahler rhetorically. "It gives 
them a base of knowledge that 
will pay dividends in the foture. 
Can they work with other peo­
ple? Can they commtmicate and 
get their point across? Can they 
do something that will be good 
for the commtmity?" 

Last yeai·, Montague Center 
students were instmmental in get­
ting the town to put a sign up 
mai·king the Sawmill River. This 
yeai·, they have produced a com­
prehensive field guide to the river, 
along with a Mysteiy Quest, with 
clues leading on a mercy chase 
through the conse1vation area. 

Mahler said teachers ai·e now 
spending 15% of classroom time 
on MCAS testing. "It's hai·d to 
find the benefits of that much 
testing. It gives the teaching com­
munity a snapshot of where the 
kids are at," he said. ''Unfo1tu­
nately, it's becoming the only 
snapshot." 

He called the Sawmill River 
presentation an example of 
authentic assessment, "delving 
into what kids know." 

He spoke highly of the aitists 
in residence program he has fos­
tered at the elementaiy schools, 
which have brought sto1ytellers 
like Eshu Bumpus and theater 
workers like Court Dorsey in to 
work with the students each yeai·. 
"It may be a sacrifice of class­
room time. But it gives eve1y stu­
dent a chance to excel. Not eve1y 
child is going to be a great scien­
tist or a great mathematician. But 

how can you tell me this kid is 
not going to grow up to be a great 
a1tist, or a great graphic designer, 
or a great actor?" 

Superintendent Sue Gee said 
Mahler's departure gives the 
school committee a chance "to 
look at what we need and pro­
pose two or three different sce­
narios that could se1ve the needs 
of our schools - and our students 
- as well as or better than they 
were se1ved before. I am looking 
at different ways of providing 
administrative support for the 
two schools. 

She said she would work with 
the parent - teacher organizations 
at Gill and Montague before 
making a decision on hiring a 
replacement for Mahler. 
Montague votes on a $600,000 
school ove1ride June 6th. 

congratulations, 
Dominic Viadero! 

Dominic Viadero 
of Montague, a 
pitcher for 
Deerfield 
Academy Varsity 
Baseball, was 
awarded the 

Williams Cup, given to a var­
sity player who the coaches 
believe displayed "competi­
tive spirit and devotion to the 
game and who made unselfish 
efforts on behalf of the team." 
Viadero was also elected to 
captain the varsity baseball 
team for the 2006-2007 sea­
son. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Voted the best 
two-year colllege 
in the Valley 2006. 

GREENFIELD 
Communl9' College 

Accepting applications for the I all Semester 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
THE S~LON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

Safety Hazard on Power Street 
F1iday 5-26 

10:04 p.m. Repo1t of a pos­
sible fight at an East Main 
Street address. One subject was 
injured tiying to get away from 
the other. Removed to hospital. 

11 :56 pm Repo1t of a loud 
noise dishirbance on Dell 
Street. A car alaim was sotmd­
ing. Owner located. 

Satw·day 5-27 
2:07 a.m. Report of a dis­

hubance on Montague City 
Road. Verbal altercation 
between mom and son. Peace 
restored. 

6:21 p.m. Walk-in to station 
reports a safety hazard on 
Power Su·eet. Pait of Railroad 
Salvage building collapsed into 
the street. 

11 :39 p m. Repo1t of a 
domestic disturbance at an 0 
Street address. Fotmd to be 

• Quilting Supplies• Patterns· Calicos • Notions 

CA.Sll 6- ClJECKS ONLY 

verbal only. 

Sunday 5-28 
11 :45 a.m. Report of a 

minor motor vehicle accident 
in Cumberland Farms pai·king 
lot. One cai· backed into anoth­
er. Damage tmder $1000. No 
injuries. 

6:07 p.m. Report of n·es­
passing at a 4th Sn·eet address. 

, was 
anested and chai·ged with n·es­
passing, disorderly conduct, 
and resisting anest. 

Monday 5-29 
4 :09 am. Report of a dishu­

bance at a Chestnut Lane 
address. 

was atTested and chai·ged 
with disorderly conduct. 

7:41 pm. While on routine 
pau·ol, officer confiscated a 

nunchaku ( a martial a1ts 
device) from an individual at 
the Exxon on 3rd St. 

was aITested on a warrant 
charging escape from a penal 
instih1tion or comt. 

11:48 a.m. Pioneer Aviation 
reported a plane had indicated 
it was in disu·ess. Police on 
ale1t. Plane landed safely. 

5:57 pm. 

was anested in the alley behind 
the Pizza House and chai·ged 
with failure to register as a sex 
offender. 

IT'a .. •AA.- ....- CHARLENE MARTIN 
~~ Sales Represe11tatti·e 

CHEV OLE~---------
54MA.,,vSr=•P.O. B<>x729 (413) 773-3678 

GK£t.\'tJUIJ, JfA 01302 

ll'l1' on ... SQ.c. 9.5:20, Fti. til 8:20 • C106ed Mon ... June, July, Augt1s1 

"' Power Square 
• 
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HOLIDAY 
continued from pg 1 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

crowd 
across the 
Avenue. 
Soldiers 
Memorial 
Trustee 
C hr i s 
Boutwell 
led Boy 
Scouts 
f r o m 
Troop 6 in 
the ritual 
of retiring 
the Ame­
rican flag, 
and the 

June 1, 2006 

Montague's casualties in WWII, 
Korea, and Vietnam, families 
lined the sidewalk on both sides 
of the main drag. Many waved 
American flags. Many had their 
hands on their hea1ts as the vet­
erans marched up and formed a 
semicircle around the podium at 
the center of the memorial. The 
marching band fo1med ranks in 
the middle of the street. More 
than four hundred people, com­
ing from every village of 
Montague, gathered around. 

Veterans agent Leo Parent 
called for quiet. "Thank you for 
being here," he said. "It's been a 
long time. We hope to have [the 
parade] continue every year." 

Specialist 4th Class John Callahan will return to active duty POW -
in Iraq next week. His 1llije Laurie stands in the background. MIA flag, The Montague Elks march down Avenue A in the Memorial Dery parade. 

the Oak Ridge Detachment of ceremony. The marching band 
the Marine Corp Leagt1e denot- closed the day with a rendition 
ing America troops killed and of God Bless America. 

He introduced JoAnne 
Brown, chaplain of the 
Montague Elks, who led a brief 
prayer honoring the fallen, 
beginning, "Father, we thank 
you for the lives of seivicemen 
and women ... May we never 
forget them." Behind her, the 
2,460 flags for American sol­
diers killed in Iraq, and the 225 
for those who have died in 
Afghanistan hung in serried 
ranks. 

The Turners Falls band 
played the national anthem. 

Patricia Pmitt, speaking as 
chair of the selectboard, stood 
before this backdrop to address 
the crowd. "This is one of the 
most solemn occasions we cele­
brate here in Montague, as we 
remember those who have given 
their lives for our freedoms. We 
are a nation at war. We have 
seen the numbers on this display 
grow day by day." 

She read a quatrain she had 
penned for the occasion. 

"I wish the war were over. 
I wish the troops were com 

ing home. 
I wish peace had been 

restored forever. 
I wish war itself, and not our 

young people, were in 
the tomb." 

John Murphy, commander of 
the VFW Post 923 spoke next, a 
eulogy "consecrated to our 
heroic dead." He said, "These 
monuments represent the rest­
ing places of departed com­
rades. They are hallowed 
grotmd, dedicated to the duty, 
courage, and patriotism," of the 
fallen. 

WWII veteran Walter 
Kostanski, Korean War veteran 
Nick Prokowich, and Vietnam 
veteran Russell Dean laid black 
wreaths on the memorial stones. 
Dave Thurber and Richard Reil 
fired three shots from their 
rifles. A baby wearing a Boston 
Red Sox cap began c1ying loud­
ly, as the sharp reports rang out 
and the whiff of gtm powder 

drifted 
through 
the open 
space. 

Junior Girl Scouts listen careful!J to Memorial Dqy speeches. 

Sadly, 
solemnly, 
Ethan 
Kociela 
played 
"Taps", 
echoed by 
the tmm­
pet of Ben 
Garber, 
facing the 

from the central flagpole, and 
re-placing them with new flags. 
The junior girl scouts, standing 
by in single file, watched with 
evident concern as the young 
boys folded the flags into neat 
triangles. They took their duty 

Att Gilmore of the Soldiers 
Memorial T mrt was the prime mover 
behind bringjng the Memorial Dqy 

Parade back to the Avenue. 

very seriously. 
Exalted Ruler of the 

Montagt1e Elks Mike Blanchard 
tolled 11 chimes on a thumb 
piano, marking "the hour of rec­
ollection." District Deputy 
Grand Exalted Ruler Kevin 
Hastings said the chimes were 
meant to signify, "the tender 
significance" with which "the 
great hea1t of Elkdom swells 
and thrills to the mystic call of 
those who will come no more." 

As Lauren Grimard and 
Danielle Bassett of jtmior Girl 
Scout Troop #79, helped by Art 
Gilmore, updated casualty num­
bers on the sign maintained by 

wotmded in the cunent con- As they played, Callahan 
flicts, Leo Parent called comfo1ted his wife, Laurie, who 
Specialist Fourth Class John sobbed in his aims. A solidly 
Callahan, home on leave from built ymmg man, he said he was 
Iraq, to the podium. Callahan, stationed in Al Asaad, in Anbar 
from Greenfield, said the troops Province, near the city of Hit, 
in Iraq, "All recognize your sup- since being deployed out of 
po1t. We don't like what we're Kuwait in October of 2005. His 
doing. It makes it easier for us company handles foel and sup­
to do what we've got to do. plies for American troops in that 
Keep up the good support and most violent comer of Iraq. In 
we'll all come home alive." the course of his deployment, he 

As he finished speaking, the said, "We have seen people 
little girls had increased the planting IEDs (improvised 
number marking the American explosive devices), IEDs going 
dead in Iraq by six, to 2,466. off .... " His blue eyes take on a 

Soldiers Memorial Tmstee hard look, remembering. "At 
Alt Gilmore thanked Leo Parent this point we have excellent 
for stepping in as master of cer- a1mor, flak jackets with titani­
emonies, as Tmstees' chaiiman um shells." He said his compa­
Mike Cenzano was forced to ny had taken "no heavy casual­
miss the occasion due to a ties." But Callahan said, "We've 
recent illness. Gilmore thanked seen all the action you'd want to 
the Montagt1e police for provid­
ing cruisers at both ends of the 
parade, and thanked the htm­
dreds of townspeople who 
turned out for the parade and 

see." 
Callahan returns to active 

duty in Al Asaad next 
week. 

Wendell Memorial Day Observance 
Stmday, at one o'clock a 

small crowd gathered by the 
bandstand at the Wendell 
common for a Memorial Day 
observance. The Orange 
VFW sent a color guard who 
stood in memory of those 
who died in the service of 
this country, while comman­
der Steven Rowe said a 
prayer, Kate Nolan read 
General Hogan's orders on 

the day's observance, Josh 
Heinemann read the 
Gettysburg Address and 
Michael Hartjens read "In 
Flanders Fields". Annie 
Diemand spoke of her son 
Jacob's time in Iraq, and of 
his friend who did not reh1m. 
A three-gun salute was fo·ed 
over the cemetery, and a 
wreath placed on the 
Veterans Memorial. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Ted Graveline 
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"TALES OF A FIREFIGHTER" 

$12.00 at bookstores 
or 

413 863 8057 1 EDIEIEIO@COMCAST.NET r----------, 
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to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

Psalm 3: The Temple 

This psalm has crawled 
beneath the house, 
maybe to whistle. 

Are you whistling too? 
Or are you carving hieroglyphs 

into your arm? Are you sending 
your 
arm to the arm museum? 

Will you take up a blue tarp 
and wave it? All noise 

comes from somewhere. 
Your voice. Where did it 
become 

a train out of a mouth. 
I can't hear you 

unless I'm up against your lips. 
Insect 

caught in my teeth. 
You tear me apart 

like biology, 
those worms. 

-Christopher Janke 
Turners Falls 

So ya 

coolness. 
ya, 
ill go tell mars/micah 
newish. 
cool, 
so ya. 

-Imogene Pruitt-Spence 
Greenfield 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Excerpts from the Brick House 
poetry reading on Sunday, 
May 7th. All photographs of 
Authors by Emily Brewster 

A seal pup walks into a bar and 
the bartender asks; "What'II you 
have?" the seal says, "Anything 
but a Canadian Club" 

Thanks to everyone who 
attended. 

Hospital 

As I lie on the white sheet, the blood stains everything. 
There is no more white, it is all red. 
Even the whites of my eyes are emerged with blood. 
Soft tears, people are trying to amuse me. Trying to get me to smile, but 
nothing seems to be working. Nothing is WORKING! I just lie there. 
Blind, and deaf, I only have my thoughts to calm me from going crazy. Going 

The Hunt 

We speak the same tongue, 
you and I, 
the language of adrenaline. 

You sing a fleeting song 
of escape, 
I chant a mantra in harmony. 

When our songs are broken 
by the echoed report, 
there follows a silence as you fall. 

We speak the same tongue, 
as I approach, 
but our solemn hymns diverge. 

-R. J. OiOonato 
Wendell 

CRAZY I think, but I don't even have enough memory to learn what that is, or remember. 
My teddy bear by my side, he is an angel to me. 
I can only feel the warm love he is giving to me, the only thing in my life 
that ever seemed to LOVE me. I stitched up his eyes and cut off his ears, so 
teddy knows how I feel, and I don't feel so alone. The hospital is so loud. 
But I cannot hear anything. 
I only feel the nurse giving me random prescriptions, ones that may be 
DEADLY. This hospital is like no other, I don't even know where I am. I 
cry ... But I feel like I have no eyes. I don't, do I? 
Pain is the only thing I feel... The only thing I've ever felt my whole life. 
Beeping noises around me are the only way I can tell that I am not dead-not 
yet at least. I have no family, I have no home! I am just going to be in 
this hospital bed FOREVER, with no one to understand how I FEEL, except 
Teddy ... But he could be dead too. 

- Marisol Duplisea 
Lake Pleasant 

Swamp Cache 

One tupelo harvest Smiley awakes in the middle of the heavy, dark seventies. The 
menus are crowded with crawfish. Smiley drives by the high school until eleventh 
grade shifts to endless sandy shadows. He remembers his oysterman's fingers, phasing 
out of bivalves and into 1987. Easing up the Emerald Coast by barge, drop by drop, 
soaking up pools of aftershave, Smiley moves his blinking road sign into the soft fluff 
that is the tupelo flower. 

-Elizabeth Hughey 

Marisol Duplisea 

(pictured at right) being introduced by 

Christopher Sawyer Laucanno 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Four from Variations from the Red Room 

The I 
but not-I 

A rubber man 
pliable 
with a lump, 
no mirror 
that smile 
lacks eyes 

The hard scrub 
life around 
here 

Counts on 
the trees 
to stand and 
withstand 

in all 
directions 
at once 
to appease 
the wind 

2 

She intrudes, 
must ask 
for surgical tape 
Will a band-aid do-­
rubbery 
like bubblegum 

Fair and idle 
hands fly up 
in a clutch 
at broken frames 
the angles of her wrists 
despair 

She tests for care 
band-aid 
or bubblegum 

No other 
help 
in this world 
does she 
know 

3 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Once words of air 
were sweet to hear 

Vowels bread 
to consonant wines 

Now we who hear 
refuse while moments roll 

There's a veil 
in the mind's way 

What will you do with it? 

4 

Meaning-the music 
Meaning-the flower sprouting 
from the sand dune 
Meaning-the small window 
where the eye strains 
for a greater view 
Meaning- the narrow way of one 
Meaning-the poem's suffering, 
from richness and want 

Mayakovsky's cry: ... 
'my "I" is too small for me.' 

-- Patricia Pruitt 
Turners Falls 

June 1, 2006 

the poetry page 

WINTER IN BYZANTIUM, AND 
THE YOUNG PRINCE VIEWS HIMSELF 
IN A MIRROR OF POLISHED STONE 

Constantine VIII (born c. 959, emperor 1025-1028) "was a coward 
and weak in wars but in the vulgar enjoyments he was supreme." 
- Theodoros Skoutariotes, Synopsis Chronika 

Wrth severance they pay. They give enough if 
what they're left is what you see. 
I flowered as a child: corona made of 
steel, doors closed and locked, the windows 
checked, insuring there was no one looking in. 

Clothes make the man: they made me what 
I am. I'd like to bring attraction to young men 
in the street, but truly in the frost and ice, 
no reflection's true. How tell this audience 
of drifters what I found the day they 
severed me from all of you 
was dark corona, blessed skin, 
the secret of Byzantium. 

Ladies never look away; the young men fight 
for me. They know I am alone, severed from 
their blight. I watch them from my walls and 
bring the curtains down, thus leaving me alone. 
Such is my right. 

-Edward Foster 
Greenfield & Jersey City, NJ 

The Editors of the Poetry Page of The Montague Reporter are seeking submissions for a special June Issue 
featuring work by students in the Gill-Montague Schools and neighboring districts. All ages and grades 
are invited to submit their best original poetry and/or artwork for this special poetry page. 

The deadline for submissions is June 10, 2006. Please indicate school, name and age with each contribu­
tion. For electronic submissions: reporter-poems@montaguema.net For snail mail: Poetry Page, The 
Montague Reporter, 24 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

Poems; The Angelus Bell; 
and Mahrem: What Men 
Should Do for Men. 

Christopher Janke is per-

Janel Nockleby is a stu­
dent in the MFA Program for 
Poets and Writers at 
UMass. 

haps the only poet who runs l 
a laundromat. t 1e poetry page 

The Poetry Page is always looking for submissions 
from new writers. We know you are out there, it's time 
to be discovered! 

We welcome new sul:imissions every montti. The Poetry.Page 
will return in June with our Annual Student Poetry Issue. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Tue Editors of the Poetry Page ofTI1e Montague Reporter 

are seeking submissions for a special June Issue featuring 
work by students in the Gill-Montague Schools and neighbor­
ing disti-icts. All ages and grades are invited to submit their 

best original poetry and/or artwork for this special poetry page. 

Deadline: June 10th, 2006. Please indicate school, name 

and age w-ith each contribution. For electronic submissions: 

reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

For snail mail submissions: Poetry Page, TI1e Montague 

Repo1ter, 24 Third Sti-eet, Ttuners Falls, MA 01376. 

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating 
& Paving, Inc. 

Bryon Borlow, CE.~ 
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Construction Services 4 Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Paving Emergency Mai box 
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IDOL 
continued from pg 1 

five. Dave Peck, of Greenfield, 
thrilled the crowd with a fantastic 
rendition of "Sweet Caroline." 
He topped it with Billy Joel's 
"the Downeaster Alexa," proving 
he's got the wind - and the pipes 
- to cany the 
final chorus. But 
it couldn't cany 
him to the finals. 

hot and bothered ( especially Kim 
Morin; the third judge, Ken 
Adams had to fan her with his 
scorecard) after buming through 
the Black Crowes' "Mama I'm 
Sure Hai·d to Handle." Alana 
Martineau generated wild audi­
ence suppo1t with Brenda Lee's 
"Break it to Me Gently" and 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Tumers, seemed to be stretching 
his vocal talents on the Doobie 
Brother's "Takin' It to the 
Streets," and Vicki Stankiewicz, 
of Hadley, snuggled against a 
false start in the wrong key, a 
technical breakdown in the 
karaoke machine, and some real­
ly bad eyeliner in her poorly 

delivered horn-
age to 
Radiohead 's 
"Creep." But the 
judges gave 
them both a 
pass, and tossed 
out Marlboro's 
Kelly Hall, and 
Jody-Lynne 
Boudreau of 
Warwick, who 
quoted Patsy 
Cline note for 
note on "Crazy", 
while command­
ing the spotlight 

11 

Town personnel respond to clear the rubble off the road as the second 
section of the wall jell Saturday evening. 

SALVAGE 
continued from pg 1 

In otht>r news, Jensen said he 
met with Ed Voudren, acting as a 
representative of Belche1town 

was now so tmstable it would developer Mark Kislyuk, at the 
be dangerous even for a fire propeity Kislyuk owns at 181 
tl11ck to pass by. Avenue A on Tuesday aftemoon. 

Building inspector David Kislyuk, working without a pei·­
Jensen said he had contacted mit, had attempted some repair to 

Frank Zimm, 
of New Ipswich, 
NH, wearing an 
understated 
flourescent 
orange tie, failed 
to make the final 
cut after belting 
out a no-holds 
baiTed version of 
the Brooklyn 
Bridge's "Girl I 
Hear You're 
Getting 
MaITied," fol-

Brandee Simone of Colrain Abraham Oloya of Charlemont in her shimmer-

the building's owner, Fort 
Lauderdale developer Ga1y 
Kosuda, by mail the week 
before the wall collapse, and 
had spoken with him by phone 
following the incident. 

the cindei·block foundation wall 
on Memorial Day, working with 
two helpers to demolish and 
replace much of the top cotu-se of 
blocks. Voudren, a mo1tgage 
tmderwriter for First Source 
Financial, has expressed intei·est 
in backing Kislyuk's proposed 
three-st01y, twin storefront, eight 
apaitment building on the site, 
which stalled in September of 
2005 ovei· financial disputes. 

lowed by a resotmding cover of 
Jimmy Webb's "Galveston." 
Which caused one of the judges, 
Phil Simon, to tell him, "Your 
song choices are perplexing. You 
have a vision, I think, and you 
should stick with it and help me 
find out what it is." 

But Tim won't be back next 
week to make a believer out of 
him. 

Jocelyn Roberge pulled a teai·­
jerker out of her cowboy hat, 
with Sherrie Austen's "Streets of 
Heaven," but it left the judges 
cold. 

Abraham Oyola of 
Charlemont managed to get them 

Linda Ronstadt's "You're No 
Good," prompting Morin to 
cheer her on with, "He may be no 
good. But you're good!" And 
Brandee Simone of Colrain near­
ly brought down the house with a 
heartfelt rendering of Lee Ann 
Womack's "I Hope You Dance," 
which Simon called, "a break­
through perfo1mance." 

No one in the house could 
pick a quaITel when the judges 
advanced these three to the 
finals. 

But the audience ballots may 
not have matched up entirely 
with the judges' on the other two 
picks. John Waynelovich, of 

ing black 
sequined gown. 

From where we sat, there 
seemed little doubt the contest is 
now between the top three, and 
Waynelovich and Stankiewicz 
will have their work cut out for 
them next week if they hope to 
dislodge hometown queen Alana 
Ma1tineau, sexy Charlemont 
crooner Abraham Oloya, or the 
indomitable dynamo from 
Coh·ain, Brandee Simone. All ai·e 
great, and delight to watch. 

Going in, we give Simone the 
edge. But be there next Saturday, 
Jtme 3rd, at 7 p.m. to cheer your 
own favorite on to victo1y as this 
year's Valley Idol. 

"I told him he needed to get 
his stmctural engineer and his 
contractor out here and tell me 
what he's going to do about it. 
He seems to be nmning out of 
options," said Jensen. 

G Street resident Hymm 
Huskey, pait of an ad-hoc proper­
ty owners group that expressed 
concem over the building's dete­
riorating condition to the select­
boai·d on May 22nd, said, ''It's a 
pretty dangerous situation. Eveiy 
time I walk by there, I find the 
doorways open. You know how 
kids ai·e. My fear is one of these 
days we're going to lose a kid, 
and everyone will be up in aims." 

Jensen said he would be set­
ting a deadline for Kosuda to 
take action to secure or demol­
ish the building, in the next 
week or so. "Before the col­
lapse, I had asked him to price 
out fencing to sunmmd the 
entire building." 

Jensen said, "He has claimed 
all along his intention is to rener 
vate the building, and in otn· most 
recent conversation he stuck to 
that line. Tue interior demolition," 
with debris leaning against the 
walls whei-e the roof had fallen, 
''was actually an impediment to 
1-enovation. Tue stl11Cttn'al engi­
neer had recommended taking 
down an exterior wall, to get 
equipment, a crane and grapples in 
there. Ironically, if 1-enovation is in 
the works, they're halfway thei-e." 

After inspecting the fotmda­
tion, Jensen said Kislyuk, 
"Didn't do the work I'd asked 
him to do, and what he did do 
made the problem worse." He 
cited improperly sealed steel 
rebai· tying the top course of 
blocks to the base of the fotmda­
tion. "I'm waiting for a proposal 
from a sn11ctural engineer and a 
permit from a qualified contrac­
tor," said Jensen, before allow­
ing the project to proceed. 

Otht>r building projects that 
have been in the news locally 
have fared better in recent 
weeks. The zoning boai·d of 
appeals gave the Montague Elks 
a green light to build a new 
20,000 square-foot, 600-seat 
lodge and banquet facility on the 
comer of East Mineral Road and 
Mille1-s Falls Road. The plan­
ning board approved plans by 
Ja' Duke Productions to con­
sn11ct a pe1fo1mance ruts class­
room facility and, eventually, a 
400-seat perfo1mance space 
next to the Tech School on 
Industrial Boulevai·d. The new 
classrooms, to open in summer 
2007, will relieve overcrowded 
conditions at Ja'Duke's base­
ment quarters in the Colle. II 

* l(LONDIKE 
c_SOUND~. 
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GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

VOX: 413-772-2900 • FAX: 413-772-2199 
wwwcklondikesound.com 

~issance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

COMPLETE SITE 

WORK 

- SEPTIC & DRAINACE SYSTEMS• SAND, GRAVEL & LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

Pam Veith Real Estate 
@!RESyCD~9~ 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA O 1360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-9166 
ABR, CR$, e-PRO, GRl SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413-863-0218 
REALTOR• Email bedsonl@comcast.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

CONVERTED TO DVD, VHS 
& OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

159AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: dan@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Daniel J. Snyder 863-4373 
Agent/Broker 
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continued from pg 1 

Oleg Loginev is a yotmg man 
from Kalinagrad, Russia who has 
lived in Turners Falls for the last 
five months. He came over with 
his family, although one sister 
stayed in Russia. A high school 
graduate, Loginev said he hopes to 
go to Greenfield Community 
College to continue learning 
English and to study computers. 
Although Loginev misses his 
friends in Russia, he likes Turners 
Falls, especially the river. He 
believes eve1ywhere there are 
some good and some bad people, 
but that the government in the 
United States is better for the peo­
ple than the one in Russia. 

Fishing Event in Turners Falls 
said, for example going places and 
using English in context. Many 
students and volunteers end up as 
friends and stay in touch long after 
the English learning part of their 
relationship is over. The vohm­
teers also gain a valuable knowl­
edge of other ethnicities from the 
people they help to tutor. 

Why do immigrants come to 
Franklin Cotmty? The reasons are 
diverse, but Ayres said it is often 
because they have family or 
friends already here. Many of the 
immigrants to our area from 
Moldova are Christian 
Evangelicals who suffered reli­
gious persecution in their home­
land, where the dominant religion 
is Russian Orthodoxy. Tibetans 
come to escape persecution due to 
the Chinese occupation of their 
homeland. Many people come 
because there are few opporttmi­
ties for employment in their home­
lands. 

BY SUSAN RUSSO 
GREAT FALLS - On Jtme 
3rd, the National Fish and 
Wildlife Refuge and Mass 
Wildlife will present a free 
fishing day with hands-on fly 
tying and spin cast demonstra­
tions, free raffles throughout 
the event for fishing poles, 
tackle boxes, fishing tools and 
gift cards, and education for 
all ages. Boy Scouts can earn 

through the fishways arotmd 
the dams in Holyoke and 
Ttrrners, as they recover from 
the manmade barriers that 
blocked passage to their 
spawnmg grotmds. For exam­
ple, the recovery of American 
Shad is outstanding. While 
significant challenges face 
eels, salmon and mussels, 
many feattrres, including 
water quality of the river 

many organizations now work 
together to help migratmg fish 
pass up the Connecticut River. 
From Native American har­
vest, to recreational catch­
and-release, the amazement 
people have with fish in the 
Connecticut River watershed 
is growmg eve1y day. 

As part of the first armual 
fishing event, Books and 
More on Avenue A will be fea-

John Preston is one of the vol­
unteers at the Center for New 
Americans. He works as a 
teacher's aide. Preston said he was 
seeking something useful to do in 
his retirement and happened to be 
walking past the Greenfield public 
libnuy, which used to house the 
Center. He has enjoyed meeting 
people from a wide variety of 
places including Moldova, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, China and 
Japan. Preston said the English 
teaching is always done in the con­
text of learning about American 
culttrre. The teacher and vohmteer 
aide have conversations with the 
students about going to the super­
market, going to get your car 
repaired or many other practical 
situations. They discuss American 
holidays the stt1dents may not be 
familiar with, such as 
Thanksgiving. Preston said he has 
been impressed by seeing how 
closely knit immigrant families 
are, and how much they t:Iy to help 
each other. Many are quite reli­
gious and have established their 
own churches here. There are now 
two Korean churches in 
Greenfield and one in Millers 
Falls. Moldovan immigrants start­
ed a Baptist church in 
Bernardston. 

Nina Richards came from 
Moldova seven years ago and first 
lived in Greenfield, but now lives 
in Turners Falls. She is man-ied to 
an American. Richards came from 
a small Moldovan village named 
Hiitop. She said the weather is 
siinilar there as in her new home, 
with hot summers and cold win­
ters. Richards says people have 
been friendly to her in Turners 
Falls. She learned English at the 
Center for New Ame11cans and 
then took more advanced classes 
at GCC. She now works as a cus­
todian at the Greenfield Corporate 
Center. On May 1st she got her 
U.S. citizenship. The test con­
tained one htmdred questions on 
U.S. history and government, but 
she stt1died 1200 possible ques­
tions and answers to prepare for it. 

credits towards 
a fly fishing 
merit badge at 
this event as 
well. The 
Massachusetts 
free fishing 
weekend (no 
fishing license 
needed) is the 
kickoff week­
end celebrat­
ing National 
Fishing and 
Boating Week. 
Meet at the 
Great Falls 
Discovery 
Center at 10 
a.m.The 
Tmners Falls 

The fish ladder in Turners Falls. The current is strong and the concrete is 
rough, but, hey -- it beats trying to leap over the dam! 

When asked why she left her 
homeland, Richards replied she 
was cmfous to see the world and 
how other people live. She admit­
ted the economy was very bad in 
Moldova. Many people had to go 
elsewhere to work, leaving their 
children with relatives and sending 
money back from Italy, Israel or 
wherever they could find employ­
ment. 

Richards likes living in Turners 
Falls. It is quiet and peaceful, she 
said. 

The phone number for the 
Center for New Americans is 413-
772-0055. It is located in the same 
building as the Teen Center on 
Sanderson Street in Greenfield. 
English classes are ongoing. They 
are always looking for vohmteers. 

Fish Ladder 
will also be open through Jtme 
18th, Wednesday - Stmday, 9 
am.-5pm. 

Fish have always been of 
great importance to Ttrrners 
Falls. The jotrrney through the 
life cycle of migratory fish 
and the people who have 
depended on them for food 
goes back thousands of years. 
From the days of the Native 
Americans, to the world­
renowned research scientists 
studying the movement of 
anadromous species and 
working to develop new meth­
ods to sustain endangered fish 
populations - such as the 
sho1tnose sturgeon - fish have 
been pa1t of the way of life at 
Great Falls. There were pe11-
ods when 10,000 salmon 
would migrate past the Falls, 
and pe110ds when not one of 
these great fish would be seen. 

Today, we are seeing some 
species rebound and pass 

water, have improved tremen­
dously over the past 50 years, 
and future improvement will 
be seen by our children and 
grandchildren. 

Although fish are impor­
tant to humans for our recre­
ational and economic needs, 
we are not the only ones who 
enjoy fishing. The American 
bald eagle is a large harvester 
of migrato1y fish that pass 
through Tmners Falls; this is 
the main food sotrrce they 
need in order to stay st:I·ong 
and feed their ymmg. When a 
bald eagle's newborn enters 
the world, the parents load 
their nest with fish. Bald 
eagles ar·e so dependent on 
migratory fish, they have 
adapted to nest in mid-winter, 
so their ymmg hatch at the 
beginning of the fish migra­
tion season when the eating is 
good and plentifol. 

After centuries of change, 

turing the book Founding Fish 
by John McPhee, and ar·ea 
restaurants will be feattrring 
fish specials including Sesame 
Seared Tuna with a Cuny 
Coconut Sauce at Ristorante 
DiPaolo, Ban-amundi 
Francaise at Smokin' Hippo, 
Haddock Cakes and Parmesan 
Stmdried Tomato Crusted 
Baked Haddock at bellybowl, 
as well as eve1yday fish selec­
tions at the Shady Glen and 
the Wagon Wheel. 

The first annual fishing 
event is being organized in 
pa1tnership with the 
RiverCulture Project, a com­
munity and economic devel­
opment project designed to 
promote and sustain Turners 
Falls and the Connecticut 
River area as a great place to 
live and enjoy the arts, nature 
and outdoor recreation. 

Call 413-863-3221 for any 
questions. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Montague Webworks 
Easy to use Community & Business Websites 

• Multiple designs, or custom made f 
• Built-in page editor, do it yourself! 
• Messages, calendars, downloads Jl 
• Private customer areas w/ login 
• Multiple •group· areas for users 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

DOLAN & 01

btAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUE A 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfR~~~Hl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR1

~ mmP 

Negus Bt Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments Af!ll'Jfd~IJVC 

~~~ pt~ People often come to see us 
becouse their porents 
ond their grondparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot kind of loyolry, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
- Gory ond Noncy Melen 

,~ Where your purchase •f 
of a ,rumwrial is truly 

} a. tertam&nt of love 

omce Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

D•D•S '-' 

Dentistry by Dr. Mark 
Comprehensive Dentistry 

Minimally Invasive 
Totally Esthetic 

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D_s_ 

78 Country Club Road • Greenfield 
774-5591 

dentistrybydrmark.com 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 

Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

131 Avenu~ A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I get a lot of 
stomach aches. Do you have 
any tips to prevent them? 

If you are having recuning 
abdominal pain, you should see 
a doctor immediately. This kind 
of discomfort can be a symptom 
of a serious ailment. However, 
if you're talking about the kind 
of stomach aches we all get 
occasionally, there are some 
things you can do to prevent 
them. 

• Eat small meals more 
frequently. 

• Make sure your meals are 
well-balanced and high in 
fiber. 

• Drink plenty of water each 
day. 

• Exercise regularly. 
• Limit foods that produce 
gas. 

The following are gas-gen­
erating foods: Legumes, espe-

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Abdoininal Pain 
cially dried beans and peas, 
baked beans, soy beans, liina 
beans; Dairy products such as 
milk, ice cream, cheese; 
Vegetables such as cabbage, 
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cau­
liflower, cucumbers, sauerkraut, 
kohlrabi, asparagus, potatoes, 
rutabaga, turnips, radishes, 
onions; 

Fruits such as pnmes, apri­
cots, apples, raisins, bananas; 

Foods containing wheat such 
as cereals, breads and pastries; 

Fatty foods such as fried 
chicken and anything in cream 
sauces and gravies; 

Any carbonated beverage. 
Abdominal pain is often 

caused by overeating. 
Sometimes an infection is 
responsible. But pain may be a 
symptom of something that 
requires emergency treatment; 
there are quite a few organs in 
your abdominal area. The loca­
tion of the pain is info1mative to 

ILLUSTRATION: JESSICA HARMON 

your doctor. 
Pain near your navel can be a 

sign of appendicitis or some­
thing wrong in your small intes­
tine. 

Stomach problems are fotmd 
in the upper middle section of 
the abdomen. 

Persistent pain in this area 
may also signal a problem with 
your gallbladder, pancreas or 
the upper pa1t of your small 

intestine. 
It's unusual to feel pain in the 

upper left abdomen. Pain in this 
area may be caused by a prob­
lem in the colon, stomach, 
spleen or pancreas. 

Intense pain in the upper 
right abdomen is often related to 
inflammation of the gallbladder. 

Pain in the lower middle 
abdomen may be caused by the 
colon. Women with pelvic 
inflammatory disease or a uri­
nary tract infection may experi­
ence pain in this area. 

The lower right abdomen is 
where inflammation of the 
colon may cause pain. 
Appendicitis pain may also 
spread to this region. 

If you feel pain in the lower 
left abdomen, you usually have 
a problem at the end of the 
colon. 

Don't rely on self-diagnosis 
based upon these pain guide­
lines. Abdominal pain has a way 

RNDING BALANCE: HEALTH TIPS FOR A HAPPY LIFE 
Sacrificing to the Sugar Devil 

BY JENNY CHAPIN 
MO"'\TTAGUECINIER-Although 
I can't prove it by the medical 
textbooks, I have always sus­
pected we actually have two 
stomachs: one for dinner, and 
one for desse1t. This separate 
organ guarantees no matter how 
much 'real food' we eat, there is 
always room at the end for ice 
cream, cake, cookies, and such. 
For many of us, a meal isn't 
complete tmtil we've had some­
thing sweet to rotmd it out. 

We are a nation of sugar 
addicts. If you have ever cut 
sugar out of your diet, you've 
immediately noticed two things: 
it's viitually iinpossible to find 
processed foods ( even organic 
or 'nahrral') made without some 
fo1m of sweetener; and, it's 
really hard to stay off the sh1ff. 
A friend of mine, no stranger to 
quitting addictions, said she 
"white-knuckled" her first week 
off sugar. 

The list of problems caused 
by refined sugar is frightening, 
and sobering. Its effects are 
encompassing and pervasive 
enough to show the need to rid 
it from our diet. 

A sho1t list includes diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, cancer, 
tooth decay, obesity, gallstones, 
mood swings, depression, 
hyperactivity, stomach acidity, 
migraines, acne, weight gain, 
menopausal symptoms, men­
stmal problems, allergies, low 
blood pressure, inability to han­
dle alcohol, mental chatter dur­
ing the day, insomnia. 

Sugar in the bloodstream 
attracts mosquitoes, microbes, 
and parasites. The Black 
Plague, beriberi, pellagra, 
scurvy, h1berculosis - all flour­
ished among groups of people 
with a sugar-rich diet. (See 
William Dufty's fascinating 
Sugar Blues for the history of 
sugar in commerce, slave trade, 

disease, and the medical estab­
lishment.) 

Not only does refming cane 
or beet sugar strip it of its nutri­
ents (a 1973 U.S. Senate com­
mittee called white sugar an 
"antinutrient"), but to add insult 
to injury, refined sugar leaches 
important nutrients, vitamins, 
and minerals from the body, and 
paves the way for disease. 
Calcium, vitamin B, protein, 
chromium, and manganese defi­
ciencies have been associated 
with depression, fatigue, and 
low blood sugar. Vitamin C 
deficiency leads to scurvy. 
Magnesium deficiency pro­
duces hair loss, muscle cramps, 
irritability, tremors, disorienta­
tion, and confusion. Low potas­
sium decreases neuromuscular 
ftmctioning, giving us a weak 
body, loss of muscle tone, and 
poor reflexes. The adrenals, 
pancreas, liver, and brain are all 
monumentaUy adversely affect-

ed. 
Sugar devastates the immtme 

system. A 1976 shldy on sugar 
and disease resistance showed 
that the average person loses 
more than 90% of their immtme 
ftmction within 15 minutes of 
ingesting sugar, and this defi­
ciency lasts for about two hours. 

Refined sugar is an 'empty' 
food, refe1ring to its effects on 
the body, the quality of feeling 
empty. Herbalist and acupunc­
hlrist Leslie Tiena calls sugar 
an 'extreme' food, along with 
salt, alcohol, caffeine, and 
tobacco, because eating one 
usually sets up a craving for 
another, creating an endless 
cycle. Meat eaters often crave 
sugar because its emptiness off­
sets the fullness of meat. Sugar 
causes salt cravings; salty foods 
cause sugar cravings. 

What's the pull of sugar? 
When life doesn't feel sweet on 
its own, we try to add it from 
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of moving arotmd. For example, 
gallbladder pain can move to 
your right shoulder. 

Abdominal pain can be 
caused by the hmgs and hea1t. 
Or, it may be caused by muscle 
strain. 

The following are some of 
the danger signs associated with 
abdominal pain. If you experi­
ence any of the following, get 
immediate medical attention: 

• Sudden and sharp pain 
• Pain that radiates to your 

chest, neck or shoulder 
• Severe, recurrent or 
persistent pain 

• Pain that worsens 
• Vomiting blood 
• Blood in your stool 
• A swollen and tender abdomen 
• Shortness of breath 
• Dizziness 
• High fever 

If you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com 

•• 

outside ourselves. We use 
sweets to cotmter feeling sad or 
lonely, or as a reward after a 
hard day. But while we may not 
want to iinagine life without 
suga1y indulgences, we need to 
acknowledge that rather than 
soothing our soul, in reality we 
are choosing our own destruc­
tion. As Leslie Tiena writes, 
"What seems expedient to 
ignore in the present may cause 
more grief, pain and expense in 
the long nm." 

The sacrifice we make, lay­
ing sweet treats on the altar to 
the Sugar Devil, is our good 
health - and, as my grandmother 
used to say, "If you've got your 
health, you've got eve1ything." 

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc­
turist, Zero Balancer, and yoga 
teacher in Greenfield. Suggest 
a topic or question for her col­
umn at jgchapin@crocker.com. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~~-
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

(up a· Jo£ Ne~~~~~ 
~ Internet 

Espresso• Cappuccino• lattes j1J{ ]) 
• Great Casua{ Atmo~nere ~ 

• Crcat c~ff_cc, yastt·ics, Mon. Fri 
anJ breaifast serveJ 11(( ifay. 6 to 2 

• Dcfi sandwiches and wr~ps are Sac & Sun 
11vai(aMcfm· (uncfi. a to 2 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA01376 / (413)863-2800 / Zach Fellows-Owner 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 

Teachers: 
20% off educational materials 

15% off all other books 

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6; Sac 9-6; Sun 12-5 

863-9417 
74 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners falls, MA 
Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELER.a 
• Tradilional and ConLempornry Jewelry 

'IJ) Diamonds 

C11stom repair 
worf tfo1·1e 0>1;n·emises 

<I)} Watches 
~ A1miversary Bands 

OMjasl,ioued·service! 

Corner of Main & 

Larry Pfeffer 
772-0859 Mon.-rri., 9::~0-5::{0 

Sat. 9:00-5:00 
www.countryjcwcler.com Chapman Slreets, Greenfield 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

Jujt ~fnp 
We Buy Anything From a Pin 

To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360 
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 

39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

carpentrv 
No job too small - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW: Sita 
Lang, (413) 834-7569. Hauling 
your used goods to people and 
places in need, and not 
necessarily to the landfill. Free 
Estimates. 

CSA Shares 
CSA Shares 2006 CSA Shares 
Available from Laughing Dog 
Farm. Support local farmers and 
sustainable practices. Shares 
delivered weekly to Turners Falls, 
Montague, Wendell and Gill 
regions. Cost for 22 consecutive 
weeks of fresh, high quality 
bounty is $550, plus a delivery 
fee. Call today. CSA lasts May 
31st - Oct 25th. 863-8696 

CLASSIFIEDS: $5 FOR 20 WORDS 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.10 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for for weeks. -- --
Name Phone -------

M~IZoh£I 
By 

Sondra Facto 

Some people drink at the fountain of knowledge, 
so~--- like you, ·ust lelll 
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Heidi Chronicles at PVRS 
The Northfield Mount Wendy Wasserman's play the 

Hennon Theatre program's June Heidi Chronicles will be staged 
2nd and 3rd pe1fonnances of at Pioneer Valley Regional 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17 

Friday, June 2 
Eagle All Day From 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM Finance Committee 
Meeting 
9:00 PM Montague Update 
10:00 PM GaiaVision 
11 :00 PM From the MCTV 
Archives 

Saturday, June 3 
Eagle All Day From 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM GMRSD Meeting 
5/23 
9:00 PM Montague Update 
10:00 PM Mother's Day 
Peace March 
11 :00 PM From the Discovery 
Center 

Sunday, June 4 
Eagle All Day From 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM Franklin County 
Democrat7:30 PM There and 
Back 
8:30 PM The Jamaican 

RN's & LPN's with 
PSYCH/HOMECARE 

Experience a Plus! 
Come join a great team! 

ServiceNet HomeCare 
Resume to Search # 560 
jobs@servicenetinc.org 

ServiceNet, 129 King St., 
Northampton, MA 01060 
or call (413) 582-9500 for 

info. 
www.servicenetinc.org 

Troubadour 
9:00 PM Brick House Poetry 
Reading 

Monday, June 5 
Eagle All Day From 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM Montague 
Selectboard LIVE 
9:30 PM Montague Update 
10:30 PM It's Dan Seiden's 
Show 
11 :00 PM GaiaVision 

Tuesday, June 6 
Eagle All Day From 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM GMRSD Committee 
Meeting 5/23 
9:00 PM Montague Update 
10:00 PM GaiaVision 
11 :00 PM From the MCTV 
Archives 

Wednesday, June 7 
Eagle All Day from 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM Montague Select 
board 6/5 
9:30 PM Franklin County 
Democrat 
10:00 PM It's Dan Seiden's 
Show 
10:30 PM From the Discovery 
Center 

Thursday, June 8 
Eagle All Day from 6:00 AM 
7:00 PM Finance Committee 
Meeting 
9:00 PM Montague Update 
10:00 PM The Truth About 
Alcohol 
10:30 PM From the MCTV 
Archives 

~ 1Uit(J 'Boo~YIJ 
Bookkeeping for Small Business 

rwiffJficro&er.com • 413 7742(36 

School at 7:30 pm. instead of at 
Silverthorne Theater in Stone 
Hall on the Northfield c.ampus. 

On Friday night, June 2nd, 
parking will be at the Mount 
He1mon campus and a bus will 
take audience members across 
the road at 7 p.m. Saturday night, 

June 3rd, audience members may 
park at Pioneer. Because of the 
larger space, reservations are no 
longer required. Tickets are $2 
for NMH students/faculty/staff 
and $5 for eve1yone else. 

Call 413-498-3357 or email 
ksnyder@nmhschool.org with 
any questions. 

on1ague Parks 
& Recrealion 

~ijrnrntr ~rograrns 
Your place for summer fun! 

Youth Programs 
• SUMMER PLAYGROUND 

PROGRAM 
Pre-school Playgroup • Ages 3-5 
Discovery Program • Ages 5-12 
Sports & Adventures • Ages 9-14 

• TENNIS LESSONS 
• SOCCER MANIA CAMP 
• BABYSITTING COURSES 
• INTRO TO TAE KWON DO 

Teen Programs 
• BABYSITTING COURSES 
• TENNIS LESSONS 

Adult Programs 
• TENNIS LESSONS 
• YOGA CLASSES 
• DOUBLES/MIXER LEAGUE 

For more info and to receive a 
Summer Programs Brochure 

contact MPRD at: 
(413) 863-3216 

56 Fist St /Unity Park Fieldhouse 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

www.montague.net 
The Summer Programs Brochure 

is also available at Montague 
Town Hall, all libraries,Food City 
and numerous other locations. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 

Secure 24-hour ac.c.ess ij 
OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

65 CHW. 5TREEr • TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

Clay/Stone Smlpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawings @nd Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 
FAX 413.863. 9099 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

EMAIL: JACK@SEEJACKWORIC.COM 

• Glass Replacement 
uscle Car Repair & Res 

\Y~ntOFJ;if-Z't;Af 
,...\)- Su,ee 1910 ....... -. 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING . SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

f1dJc•«-, ~ 9" ~I 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

[) • The Gas Experts 

-!11QJII!. lMCi:M<. 
H,,,,omg&~S,.:... 413-863-2295 c....r.iAir-Any,--ba-e 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB, CRS, GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ger I Johnson & AssonarEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
award-winning chef and author, 
host of the evening. Book signing 
too. Benefit for CISA, $SO/person. 
Limited seating. Order tickets 
online wv.rw.buylocalfood.org or 
call (413) 665-7100 

FRIDAY, JUNE 2ND 
Arielle Silver Band at the 
Montague Bookmill, (413) 367-
9206. $10, 8 p.m,. presented by 
The Montague Bookmill. The 
band's web site: www.ariellesil­
ver.com 

CD release party/open mic Avenue A 
Music Project at the Teen Center 6 -9 
p m.. CDs will be available for sale 
and featured bands pe,fonning. For 
more info,mation about ptu·chasing 
copies of the CD or the Avenue A 
Music Project in general, contact 
Jare-d Libby, Brick House Youth 
Programs Coordinator at (413) 863-
9559. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Tracy & Company, rock! Come to 
dance! 9:30 pm (413) 659-3384 

Ashfield Community Theater will 
present "Lend Me a Tenor" At the 
Ashfield Town Hall located on 
Route 116 in Ashfield Center.7:30 
p.m. 413-628-4691 Or visit 
ACTh.org. 

Free Film: "Fidel" Media 
Education Foundation (MEF), 60 
Masonic St, Northampton. Film 
maker Estela Bravo presents a 
biography of the Cuban leader. 7 
p.m. \¥ww.northamptoncommit­
tee.org 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3RD 
Media Arts Cinema presents "Free 
Spirits." The incredible sto,y of the 
Massachusetts' Brotherhood of the 
Spirit/Renaissance Commm1ity and 
its founder, Michael Metalica 
Raptuizel. One show only at 8 p m., 
tickets $8 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3RD 
Valley Idol competition FINALS! 
Held at the Shea. For infonnation or 
tickets call ( 413) 863-2281 or 
www.theshea.org. All proceeds bene­
fit the Shea Theater in Turners Falls, 
a non-profit organization. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Stone Crazy-D.K. of J. Geils Band, 
rockin' blues. Come to dance! 

Starts at 9:30 pm (413) 659-3384 

Biodiversity Days - Wild about 
Ponds Spring ponds have a riot of 
life lurking just 
beneath the sm-­
face - from tad­
poles to newts to 
diving beetles. 
At Northfield 
Mountain 
Recreation Area 
located on Route 
63 in Northfield. 
Suitable for ages 
5 and older. 9:00 
to 11 :30 a.m. 
Pre-register at 
(800) 859-2960 

The Night Kitchen's chef Max 
Brody and his crew will prepare a 
sumptuous four-course meal based 
on re-cipes from Deborah Madison, 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7TH 
Great Falls Farmers' Market. Shop 
for local plants and produce. Held 
at Peskeomskut Park at the comer 
of Avenue A & 6th Street m 
Turners Falls. 3:00 to 6:00 pm. 

Mid-Week Music Featuring 
Limited Edition Standards to light 
rock and everything in between 
Perfonnance at All Souls Chm-ch 
located on the corner of Main & 
Hope Streets in Greenfield. 12:15 
to 12:45 p.m. 

Wild Edible Plants of 
Massachusetts at Gill Elementa,y 
School. Hands-on interactive and 
intergenerational introduction 
native plant identification and uses 
presented by naturalist/educator 
John Root. Free; funded by the Gill 
Cultural Council and the Mass. 
Cultural Council. 7 -8:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8TH Open Hearth 
Cooking 
Demonstrations 
Savor the deli­
cious sights, 
sounds and 
smells of hea,th 
cooking while 
learning about 
colonial foods 
and diet. Held in 
Hall Tavern 
kitchen located 
at Historic 
Deerfield locate-d 
m Deerfield. 
9:30 a m. to 4:30 
pm. 413-774-5581 

John Waynelovich 1vill perform again on 
Saturday, June 3rd as a Valley Idol finalist! 

COOP Concerts Franklin Comity 
Musicians' Cooperative perfo,ms 
folk, alternative rock, classical, 
Celtic, blues and more. 3 Great 
acts eve,y Thursday evening 
(through September 14). Featuring 
Jennie McAvoy, Tom Carroll, 
Laura Siersema. Bring a picnic 
dinner, a blanket or chair and enjoy 
the music. At the Greenfield 
Energy Park locate-d at the end of 
Miles Street in Greenfield. 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. 413-772-1553 

"Lend Me a Tenor" see June 2nd 
listing. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 
3RD & 4TH 
Family Activities: History 
Workshop - All About Bees and 
Honey. Learn how people have his­
torically used honey and its 
byproducts. Make a beeswax can­
dle to take home. At Historic 
Deerfield located in Deerfield. 
Noon to 4:00 p.m. 413-775-7214 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH 
"Dinner with Deborah" at The 
Night Kitchen, Montague Center. 

Upcomi■ Eve.-s at the Discoverv Genter 
New seasonal hours: Open Tuesday through Sunday 

IO am. to 4 p.m. June 1st to October 9th 

JUNE 1ST TO JULY 10TH 
Nature Landscapes by Elisa 
Campbell on display. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 2ND 
lla m. Eagle Talk 
Join Center staff to learn about the 
Barton Cove bald eagles and 
receive updates on their progress. 
Craft activity for children. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3RD 
10 to 2 p.m. 1st Annual Fishing 
Event FREE fishing day! 
Hands-on fly tying, spin cast 
demonstrations, FREE raffles. 
Massachusetts FREE fishing week­
end. (no need of a fishing license ) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 6TH 
7 pm. Mammal Tracking. Pictures 
and stories focusing on how to 
identify animals using their tracks 
& sign. Preston Taylor is an enthu­
siastic tracker/naturalist. He has 
spent the past four years tracking 
animals in their southern New 
England habitats. Sponsored by the 

Friends of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8TH 
7 p m. Importance of Pollinators 
and Plants: Travel 200 Million 
Years in One Hour! Learn about 
the challenges our country's polli­
nation champions are facing and 
the impact they have on the farm­
ing industry. Lectm-e led by Dan 
Conlon of Wann Colors Apiary, 
South Deerfield. Geared for adults. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center. 
Introducing the Turners Falls Fish 
Quest. Students working with 
Jessica Greene at the Middle 
School will present their Quest 
project this evening. Join us in 
finding out about this treasure hunt 
and thank the students for their 
work. 6:30 - 7:30 pm. 

Great Falls Discovt>ry Center 
2 Avt>nut> A, Tw·nt>rs Falls 

413.863.3221 
www.greatfallsma.org 
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!vfemonal Hall n,eater 

mrn□lf PICllJRES 
June 2nd & 3rd 7:30 p.m. 

Nominated for 5 Oscars including Best 
Director and Best Picture, this is the 

haunting story of Truman Capote's visit to 
Kansas to research his groundbreaking 
novel In Cold Blood and his troubling, 
conflicted relationship with the quiet, 

articulate killer Perry Smith. Philip Seymour 
Hoffman in a spectacular perfonnance, 

Catherine Keener, Chris Cooper. Directed 
by Bennett Miller. 2005. R 114 min. color. 

Director Bennett Miller will be present at 
Saturday's show to discuss the film 

Music before movie at 7 p.m. 
Friday: Kate Correie~iano/vocals 
Saturday: Seth Glier-piano/vocals 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

Ill §PIT [HI CHIii 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3-6, • TUES 
& WEDS -Ongoing Music Project, 

3 -6 • THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6, 
Movie Nigh~ 6 -8 

•Free (except some trips) and open 
to local teens. 

Some require permission slips. 
Iefo: Jared at 863-9559. 

Hot Spot Teen Center is in 
The Brick House 

24 Tbird Street. 'Tu!nen Falls, 01376. 

Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

FRIDAY 6/2, 9-11: 
Wrangler Lite 

SATURDAY 6/3, 9-11: 
Blame it on Tina 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Countzy Store 

e 
GREENFIELD 

:~~!:i~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for Fri, June 2nd • Mon, June 5th 

Contact Famous Bill's for a 
Dinner & Mode Deal! 

1. OVER THE HEDGE 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 PG 

MAT SAT-SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
2. THE DA VINCI CODE PG 13 

DAILY 6:30 9:30 DTS sound 

MAT SAT-SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
3. MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 

DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG13 

MAT SAT-SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 
4. UNITED 93 PGB 

DAILY 6:45 9:20 

MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 

5. AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
DAILY 6:45 9:20 PG13 

MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 
6. X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 

DAILY 7 00 9:15 PG13 DTS sound 

SAT, SUN, WED 12:00 2:15 4:30 
7. THE BREAK-UP 
DAILY 7:00 9:15 PG13 DTS sourul 

SAT, SUN, WED 12:00 2:15 4:30 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

(b~~~/1/J~ ~ fb~t!rt!l!J~fr 
Attto~a/e~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

The ~ge Basketball Club 
David Hastings; 

Coach 

Contacts: Only 
Home: (413)648-8959 $125.00 
Fax: (413)863-0157 
Email:CoachHas ings@aol.com 

Summer Basketball Skill Clinic 
At PVRS Notthffeld 
July 3-7 Mon-Fri 09:00-3:00 Grades 3-6 
July 17-21 Mon-Wed 09:00-3:00 Grades 7-10 

::= ~ 
413-~~-28~ 

arol's Beauty !Mook 
29 G Street 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demets 
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BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE CENTER - You 
might think you were dreaming 
when you meet Leela Whitcomb­
Hewitt! It's like experiencing one 
of Wmslow Homer's breathtak­
ing paintings, stepped down from 
the canvas. You know the one I 
mean. 

The light throws its sununer 
tones. The only figure, on the left 
side of the canvas, cariying a bas­
ket, climbs the dese1ted land­
scape of sand dunes. The 
painter's choices oscillate 
between dried golden hues and 
blues. Here we saw the same 
image for real, as if the painted 
form had taken corporeality. 

The group, meeting in the 
Montague Conservation Area 
under the guidance of Leela 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Meet the Weed Lady 
Whitcomb-Hewitt 
on Saturday, May 
27th, was admiring 
the intricate pattern 
of a clover's blos­
som! Perhaps 
growing up on the 
family-operated 
organic fa1m in 
Whately she <level- -
oped her intuitive 
and keen observa­
tions about weeds. 

Her interest was 
later confumed through an appren­
ticeship with the knowledgeable 
Susan Weed (appropriate name for 
a wild plant specialist)! 

The purpose of the walk? 
To discover the potential edi­

ble value of wild plants, though 
we may still refer to them, pejo-

Leela Whitcomb-Hewitt 
ratively, as weeds. We learned, in 
Whitcomb-Hewitt's words, 
'They are actually the humble 
workers of the land." In areas, 
where plants have the least abili­
ty to bond with the earth, they 
hold on! In fact, little do we real­
ize how they prepare the ground, 

then move on. 
Someone jokingly 

declared: aren't they 
s01t of the "hoboes of 
the plant kingdom?" 

Yes, hoboes they 
are, doing their jobs 
as preparers of the 
soil wherever birds or 
the wind may take 
them, plus they are 
succulent to taste! 

But be aware, 
some weeds are poi­

sonous, resembling edible ones 
like a twin. 

The safest season to gather 
them for cooking or to decoct 
them for your medicine cabinet is 
at blossoming time, when you 
can notice the difference. 

Whether you are dreaming of 
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serving dandelion tea for a spe­
cial treat, a dish of cow pea, a 
spicy salad of cattail, or of deco­
rating your wildest dreams of for­
est strawbenies with a canape of 
violets, or of floating Johnny 
Jump Ups on your favorite iced 
tea: tout est pennis ( eveiything is 
pe1mitted) as long as you accu­
rately asce1tain their edibility 
first! 

Should you want to plan a 
"Seminar on Playing with Wild 
Plants" or a "Weed Walk" like 
the recent one organized under 
the auspices of the Montague 
Grange, contact: Leela 
Whitcomb-Hewitt at center­
play@hotmail.com. MCTV will 
be broadcasting a video of her 
guided tour of the weeds in the 
2nd week of June. Stay tuned! 

Wizard ol Oz Wows 'Em at Sheffield 
BY DAVID DElMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - With the 
able assistance of director 
Rowena Rantanen, the students 
from Sheffield School put on a 
rollicking production of the 
Wizard of Oz on Friday, May 
26th, as pait of the Step-Up day 
ceremonies welcoming Second 
Graders from Hillcrest to visit the 
school they will attend next yeai·. 
The cast threw themselves into 
their roles with enthusiasm; they 
kept the auditorium entranced, 
especially the pre-K and 
Kinderga1ten sh1dents from 
Hillcrest, who were also in atten­
dance. The production was coor­
dinated by Sheffield's after school 
program director, Tova Neuget, 
who thanked parent volunteers 
for working with the "40 kids act­
ing, singing and dancing and cre­
ating the sets." 

Kiara Sampson was a ve1y 
self-possessed, engaging 
Dorothy, who sang the crowd­
pleasing favorite "Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow," in a sweet, 
plaintive voice, as she clutched 
her cute shrffed pooch, Toto. 

When she hit the last 
note, wondering 
"Why, Oh Why Can't 
I?" a hushed silence 
filled the auditorium, 
followed by wild 
applause. 

This tranquil 
moment, with the 
tacihun Uncle Heniy 
(Kolbe Ma1tineau) 
and Atmtie Em 
(Isabelle 
Zantouliadis) seated 'There's no place like Shejjield School" 
at the kitchen table in the back- Fortunately, a tornado inter­
grotmd, was intem1pted by an venes. . . . Well, you know the 
unexpected visit from Kansas' sto1y. Transpo1ted to Oz, Dorothy 
least neighborly neighbor, the is surrotmded by some ve1y sweet 
screeching Miss Gulch (Megan little mtmchkins, one of whom, 
Foster). Pointing a bony fmger at Gabrielle Sanh1cci, was paiticu­
Dorothy and her cute little c.anine, lai'ly pleased to be wearing a pink 
she declared, "That dog's a men- chiffon gown, which she continu­
ace," and, with great glee, "I'm ously swished back and fo1th 
going to make sure he gets while lip-synching eveiyone 
destroyed!" Herny and Em's else's lines. 
downcast glances suited their Dorothy meets up with a win­
characters (and allowed them to some Scarecrow, played by Mike 
follow along with scripts presum- Wells, an enthusiastic Tin Man, 
ably lying on the tabletop) as they Jonathan Rawls, (who does a 
offered stoic responses to their pretty limber do-si-do with 
unwelcome guest. Dorothy after the scarecrow 

applies some WD-40) 
and a wicked cute 
Cowai·dly Lion, Ian 
Lang ... and they're off to 
meet the wizai·d (Kolbe 
Martineau). The lion was 
a pa1ticulai·ly big hit with 
the young audience, as 
he leaped 'faux'­
rocioiusly out from 
behind an apple tree with 
a roar, giving the pre­
schoolers quite a start. 

As they an'ive at the 
Emerald City, where more people 
than a com-fed country girl like 
Dorothy has ever seen go parad­
ing by, the Tin Man offers a bit of 
wisdom that Montague voters 
would do well to ponder as they 
approach the ballot box to vote on 
the oven'ide next Tuesday. "Of 
course there's lots of people," he 
tells Dorothy. "A city can't ftmc­
tion without lots of people." Or 
even a town. 

The residents of Oz reshiff the 
Scarecrow, polish up the Tin 
Man, braid the Lion's mane, and 
give Dot a makeover. A long 
pause for the ctutained wizai·d to 

find his lines, then he intoned, "I 
Have (Finally) Spoken!" and 
they're sent off to b1'ing back the 
witch's broomstick. 

After a hair-raising encotmter 
with the winged monkies, 
Dorothy and company land in the 
dungeon of the witch's castle. The 
wicked witch threatens fire to the 
Scarecrow, and Dorothy pours a 
bucket of water over her, melting 
all her beautifttl wickedness away. 

Oh, well. That's what you get 
for not realizing what any 3rd 
Grader at Sheffield School cottld 
tell you: Kindness is Spoken 
Here. 

After the show, the 3rd 
Graders got together with the 
Hillcrest 2nd Graders and planted 
wild lupine seeds to create a but­
terfly garden along the mural 
pathway between the two 
schools, tmder the hltelage of 
AmleliseBishofffrom the UMass 
School of Landscape 
Architechrre. By the time they 
finished with that, the second 
graders must have realized 
'There's No Place Like Sheffield 
School." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

ATTENTION HOME OWNERS 
Consolidate Now - Pay off your adjustable 

mortgage, credit cards, installment loans and replace 
them with ONE LOW FIXED MONTHLY PAYMENT. 

Call 1-413-773-8984 
Tim Prevost Loan Officer 

NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE 

@ EQUAL 
HOUSING 

LENDER 

Only homeowners are eligible. All loans are 
subject to cred~ approval & property review. 
Programs subject to change without notice. 

YETTER BUSINESS CENTER 
525 Bernardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 774-1221 Bernie Monkiewicz 
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com Realto1· 

Windy Hollow 
Veterinary Clinic 

Amy Plavin, D.V.M. 
Route 47 • Montague Center 

413-367 -0062 
www.windyhollowvet.com 

Small Animal Medicine • Surgery • Dentistry 
Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture 

Providing a holistic approach to veterinary care for your pet 
in a client friendly atmosphere. 

Locally owned since 1941 
,!Ii 

Full service market 
Local Produce in Season 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413-773-1105 

HEATING-COOLING-PLUMBING 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

~ Annual 
'~ Het11111 

System 
C1ean11u 

~ PlumblllU 
'&'S Repairs 

~ UCENSm 
•i~ Hctl­

NICIANS 

#M10588 (MA) 




