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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

BY FLORE

MONTAGUE CENTER - You
might think you were dreaming
when you meet Leela Whitcomb-
Hewitt! It’s like experiencing one
of Winslow Homer’s breathtak-
ing pamtings, stepped down from
the canvas. You know the one I
mearn.

The light throws its summer
tones. The only figure, on the left
side of the canvas, carrying a bas-
ket., climbs the deserted land-
scape of sand dunes. The
painter’s  choices  oscillate
between dried golden hues and
blues. Here we saw the same
image for real, as if the painted
form had taken corporeality.

The group, meeting in the
Montague Conservation Area
under the guidance of Leela

Whitcomb-Hewitt
on Satuwrday, May
27th, was admiring
the intricate pattern
of a clover’s blos-
som! Perhaps |
growing up on the |
family-operated ¥
organic farm in
Whately she devel-
oped her intuitive
and keen observa-
tions about weeds.

Her interest was
later confirmed through an appren-
ticeship with the knowledgeable
Susan Weed (appropriate name for
a wild plant specialist)!

The purpose of the walk?

To discover the potential edi-
ble value of wild plants, though
we may still refer to them, pejo-

Meet the Weed Lady

1 cela W hitcomb-Hewitt
ratively, as weeds. We learned, in
Whitcomb-Hewitt’s words,
“They are actually the humble
workers of the land.” In areas,
where plants have the least abili-
ty to bond with the earth, they
hold on! In fact, little do we real-
ize how they prepare the ground,

J:HOTO BY-;F.I-,IDR;E'

then move on.

Someone jokingly
declared: aren’t they
sort of the “hoboes of
the plant kingdom?”

Yes. hoboes they
are, doing their jobs
as preparers of the
soil wherever birds or
the wind may take
them, plus they are
succulent to taste!

But be aware,
some weeds are poi-
sonous, resembling edible ones
like a twin.

The safest season to gather
them for cooking or to decoct
them for your medicine cabinet is
at blossoming time, when you
can notice the difference.

‘Whether you are dreaming of

serving dandelion tea for a spe-
cial treat, a dish of cow pea, a
spicy salad of cattail, or of deco-
rating your wildest dreams of for-
est strawberries with a canape of
violets, or of floating Johnny
Jump Ups on your favorite iced
tea: tout est permis (everything is
permitted) as long as you accu-
rately ascertain their edibility
first!

Should you want to plan a
“Seminar on Playing with Wild
Plants” or a “Weed Walk™ like
the recent one organized under
the auspices of the Montague
Grange, contact: Leela
Whitcomb-Hewitt at center-
play@hotmail.com. MCTV will
be broadcasting a video of her
guided tour of the weeds in the
2nd week of June. Stay tuned!

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS - With the
able assistance of director
Rowena Rantanen, the students
from Sheffield School put on a
rollicking production of the

zard of Oz on Friday, May
26th, as part of the Step-Up day
ceremonies welcoming Second
Graders from Hillcrest to visit the
school they will attend next year.
The cast threw themselves into
their roles with enthusiasm; they
kept the auditornum entranced,
especially the pre-K and
Kindergarten students from
Hillcrest, who were also in atten-
dance. The production was coor-
dinated by Sheffield’s after school
program director, Tova Neuget,
who thanked parent volunteers
for working with the “40 kids act-
ing, singing and dancing and cre-
ating the sets.”

Kiara Sampson was a very
self-possessed, engaging
Dorothy, who sang the crowd-
pleasing favorite “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow,” in a sweet,
plaintive voice. as she clutched
her cute stuffed pooch. Toto.

When she hit the last
note, wondering
“Why, Oh Why Can’t
1?7 a hushed silence
filled the auditorium,
followed by wild
applause.

This tranquil
moment, with the
taciturn Uncle Henry
(Kolbe Martineau)
and Auntie Em
1% abee 10T &6
Zantouliadis) seated
at the kitchen table in the back-
ground. was interrupted by an
unexpected visit from Kansas’
least neighborly neighbor, the
screeching Miss Gulch (Megan
Foster). Pointing a bony finger at
Dorothy and her cute little canine.
she declared, “That dog’s a men-
ace,” and, with great glee. “T'm
going to make sure he gets
destroyed!” Henry and Em’s
downcast glances suited their
characters (and allowed them to
follow along with scripts presum-
ably lying on the tabletop) as they
offered stoic responses to their
unwelcome guest.

‘Tbere.f #o p[ace like S.b.gﬁ" e .S chool.”

Fortunately, a tomado inter-
venes.... Well. you know the
story. Transported to Oz, Dorothy
is suurounded by some very sweet
little munchkins, one of whom,
Gabrielle Santucci, was particu-
larly pleased to be wearing a pink
chiffon gown, which she continu-
ously swished back and forth
while lip-synching everyone
else’s lines.

Dorothy meets up with a win-
some Scarecrow, played by Mike
Wells, an enthusiastic Tin Man,
Jonathan Rawls, (who does a
pretty limber do-si-do with
Dorothy after the scarecrow

applies some WD-40)
and a wicked cute
Cowardly Lion. Ian
Lang... and they re off to
meet the wizard (Kolbe
Martineau). The lion was
a particularly big hit with
the young audience, as
he leaped  ‘faux’-
rocioiusly out from
behind an apple tree with
a roar, g:iving the pre-

As they amrive at the
Emerald City, where more people
than a corn-fed country girl like
Dorothy has ever seen go parad-
ing by, the Tin Man offers a bit of
wisdom that Montague voters
would do well to ponder as they
approach the ballot box to vote on
the override next Tuesday. “Of
course there’s lots of people.” he
tells Dorothy. “A city can’t func-
tion without lots of people.” Or
even a towi.

The residents of Oz restuff the
Scarecrow, polish up the Tin
Man, braid the Lion’s mane, and
give Dot a makeover. A long
pause for the curtained wizard to

find his lines, then he intoned, “I
Have (Finally) Spoken!” and
they’re sent off to bring back the
witch’s broomstick.

After a hair-raising encounter
with the winged monkies.
Dorothy and company land in the
dungeon of the witch’s castle. The
wicked witch threatens fire to the
Scarecrow, and Dorothy pours a
bucket of water over her, melting
all her beautiful wickedness away.

Oh, well. That’s what you get
for not realizing what any 3rd
Grader at Sheffield School could
tell you: Kindness is Spoken
Here.

After the show, the 3rd
Graders got together with the
Hillcrest 2nd Graders and planted
wild lupine seeds to create a but-
terfly garden along the mural
pathway Dbetween the two
schools, under the tutelage of
Annelise Bishoff from the UMass
School of Landscape
Architecture. By the time they
finished with that, the second
graders must have realized
“There’s No Place Like Sheffield
School.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

ATTENTION HOME OWNERS

Consolidate Now - Pay off your adjustable

Windy Hollow

Locally owned since 1941

mortgage, credit cards, installment loans and replace
them with ONE [ OW FIXED MONTHLY PAYMENT.

Call 1-413-773-8984
Tim Prevost Loan Officer

NATiIoNAL €CITY MORTGAGE

Only homeowners are eligible. All loans are

S subject to credit approval & property review.
LENDER Programs subject to change without notice.

Veterinary Clinic

Amy Plavin, D.V.M.
¥ Route 47 » Montague Center

413-367-0062
www.windyhollowvet.com

Small Animal Medicine * Surgery * Dentistry

Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture
Providing a holistic approach fo velerinary care for your pet
in a elient friendly atmosphere.

Full service market

Rear ESTATE

BENCHMARK

&ERAT"T

YETTER Business CENTER
525 Bemardston Road
Greenfield, MA 01301

(413) 774-1221
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com

Bernie Monkiewicz
Realtor

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored

49 So. Pleasant 5t., Amherst, Mass. 01002 i
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Local Produce in Season
70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105
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Cleaning
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540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992
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