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What Kept the Salmon Away?

JOHN FURBISH PHOTO S

BY JOHN FURBISH

GREAT FALLS - This year was
not a very good year for the
Connecticut River Atlantic
salmon program. Only 41 retumn-
ing salmon were counted at the
Holyoke dam.

Adult salmon live in the ocean
off Greenland, but in spring
attempt to return upstream to
spawn. The eight to ten pound
salmon cannot leap over the dam
in Holyoke. The only way for
salmon to get north of that dam to
upstream waters whose chemical

 Mickey Novak

smells are imprinted on their
noses is to pass through the two
elevators at the Robert Barrett
Fishway at the Holyoke dam.
This year, the count of Atlantic
salmon passing beyond the
Holyoke dam was very low, 41
through May when the spawning
season ended. That’s about two
thirds of last year’s total, said
Mickey Novak, manager of the
Cronin National Salmon Station
in Sunderland during his June
17th address to a small, apprecia-

see SALMON pg 12

BY JOSH HEINEMANN

& DAVID DETMOLD

WENDELL - Wendell resident Dave Reynolds,
president of Atlantic Geothermal LLC, headquar-

tered on River Street in Erving, would like to drill §

the largest geothermal energy plant in New
England, if not the world, six miles below Wendell
Depot. through solid granite.

Critics say the plan is unfeasible. Reynolds told |

the Wendell selectboard on June 23rd it can be done.

Six miles below the surface, the Earth’s temper-
ature is 600 degrees, and Reynolds proposes to tap
that heat to generate electricity. Atlantic
Geothermal would use ten acres of state forest land
on the north edge of town to build a generating plant
and infrastructure, and from that surface lot would
drill down 30,000 feet to reach the high temperature
rock. Six miles down, Reynolds would drill a hori-
zontal system of pipes 3.000 feet by 5,000 feet.
(about 345 acres), and fill the entire system with an
initial charge of 70 million gallons of water.

That initial charge of water would stay in a
closed loop system, and be pumped to the surface
carrying the Earth’s heat with it. At the surface, the

heated water would be used to generate electricity Y

and then returned cold back down to where the hot
rock would heat it again, in an endless cycle. This
system is called a closed loop energy mine.

Wendell lies over the Pelham Dome, a gneiss for-
mation that stretches from Holyoke to New
Hampshire, with a crystal structure that will allow
heat to move into the recharge area from surround-
ing rock at a rate no faster than the heat energy is
pumped out through pipes and up to the generating
plant.

Because of the expense of construction, a 160
megawatt plant is the minimum size that Atlantic
Geothermal expects would be cost effective, at a
price Reynolds estimated at $760 million.
Additional modules could be added later, or in the
original construction, to produce 330 Mw, at a cost
of $1.440 million or 1,330 Mw at a cost of $5.,560
million.

Reynolds told the selectboard construction
would take three years: the vertical shaft taking one
year to drill, the horizontal recharge system another

Baward A Wilson Hlustration

“My last hape, the courage which bad sustained e,
drogped before the sight of this pitiless granite rock!”
— Jules Verne, A Journey to the Center of the Earth

year. The aboveground structures and generating
plant would be built while the horizontal recharge
system is being constructed underground. A third
year would allow for “overcoming challenges of
developing a prototype, and to prove that the system
1s safe and is performing as calculated.”

Drilling noise would be minimal, Reynolds said,
once the vertical shaft has reached a short way
down. and the plant’s generators would be under-
ground as well. so the plant would be quiet to oper-
ate.

see WENDELL pg 11

Quarter M]]llon Dollar Hybrid Fish

Massachusetts to Narrow Eligibility for Biomass Plants

BY DAV]]) )

dozen salmon refui]
season, the Connectict
River Atlantic Salmon
Commission has no prod-
uct to show for the millions
of dollars they invest annu-
ally.”

That’s how writer and
naturalist Karl Meyer
summed up his observation
of the most recent semi-
annual meeting of the
CRASC on June 22nd. The
meeting took place at the
dem Conte Anadromous

am dams, and take
- samples ﬁom

keepmg hatcheie
ing year-in, yeat-out, and
keeping scientists supplied
with little tiny bits of facto-
1y hybrids to study year-in,
year-out.”

Meyer added. “They
never talk about results,

that 1s, the number of
salmon  returning to
spawn.”

Meyer said he posed
this question to the council
members on June 22nd.

. *T like to look at pat-

"

graphic Institute stating
that lobsters are actually
walking north due to cli-
mate change, moving into
deeper. colder spots in the
an due to more and

ays wherc shoreline

mile long

River: 2005 — 132 salmon;
2006 — 115; 2007 — 107;
2008 — 86; 2009 —60; 2010
— 41. In light of this, and
given that the Atlantic
salmon 1s an extinct cold
water fish and the
Connecticut is the south-
ernmost river Atlantic
salmon ever colonized.

Cod_ don’t you think it would be
»a%_-‘iﬁpmpriate to have an

_independent entity take a
loo at-your program and
‘see HYBRID pg 11

BY JOSHUA WATSON
GREENFIELD - In a
development that seems
likely to undercut the
future of Pioneer
Renewable Energy’s pro-
posed 47 megawatt bio-
mass electricity plant in
Greenfield, Energy
Secretary Ian Bowles on
Wednesday, July 7th, sent

a letter to the
Massachusetts  Depart-
ment of Energy

Resources, directing them
to remove Renewable
Portfolio Standards eligi-
bility — and with it the abil-
ity to generate lucrative
Renewable Energy Credits
— from any biomass plant
deriving less than 60%
efficiency in the use of its
fuel, or effecting less than
a 50% reduction in green-
house gas emissions rela-
tive to a similarly-sized
fossil fuel plant over a 20
year cycle.

The directive comes as

a result of the findings of a
study released June 10th
by the Manomet Center
for Conservation
Sciences, which found
that plants like the one
planned for Greenfield
would achieve only about
25% fuel efficiency, and
that the carbon debt, or the
amount of time before a
biomass plant began to
represent a net carbon
emission savings, would
be about 21 years if
replacing a coal plant, and
more than 90 years if
replacing a natural gas
plant.

In light of the Manomet
study, Bowles wrote, “We
have a deeper understand-
ing that the greenhouse
gas mmpacts of biomass
energy are far more com-
plicated than the conven-
tional view that electricity
from power plants using
biomass harvested from
New England natural

forests is carbon neutral.
The findings of the
Manomet study have
changed the policy land-
scape for biomass energy
production derived from
wood fuels.”

For biomass, the ener-
gy efficiency levels the
letter described are likely
only achievable by com-
bined heat and power
plants, which burn bio-
mass to generate electrici-
ty and then utilize the
residual heat generated in
that process to heat homes
and other buildings. The
town of Brattleboro, VT
and the Brattleboro
Thermal Utility are in the
planning stages to con-
struct a 2.2 megawatt dis-
trict heating biomass plant
in the south end of town.

According to the
Bowles’s letter, the new
Massachusetts regulations
would be put in place by
the end of this year.
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PET OF THE WEEK
Outdoor Type

Wildey

My name is Wildey and I'm a
ten-year-old female short hair cat
in need of a good home. They call
me Wildey, not because I'm a
crazy “wild child.” but because I
lived out in the wild for years.

Living outdoors is not easy.
No reliable food source, no laps
to curl up on, no people to talk to.
It’s a rough life! But my new
friends here at the adoption center
have shown me just how great
indoor living can be!

‘When I find my forever home,
I will still have to be an outdoor
cat. But I really want a family to
build my life around. Could that
be with you? For more informa-
tion on adopting me. please con-
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at 413-548-
0898 or via email:
info@dpvhs.org.

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

Ed’s Barber Shop
Now Featuring
Men’s Crew
Hair Care

Products
also
Gift Certificates

74 Avenue A * 863-2085
Ed, Denise & KariAnn
“54 Years on the Ave”

The Hontague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter(@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse advertis-
ing for any reason and to alter copy
or graphies to conform to standards
of the newspaper, such as they are.

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS
Music and Movement Moves to the Carnegie

TURNERS FALLS- The week-
Iy Music and Movement series
with Tom Carroll and Laurie
Davidson is being held at the
Carnegie Library on Thursdays
at 10 a.m. during July and
August. Young children of all

ages and their parents or care-
givers are invited to the free pro-
grams. Registration 1is not
required. The series is sponsored
by the Family Network. For
more information, please call
(413) 863-3214.

SLATE LIBRARY NEWS
Upcoming Workshops on Saturdays in July

GILL - On July 10th, at 11:00
am., Jeannie Hunt, a
Northampton based book artist
will lead a book-making work-
shop: “Hand Crafted Nature
Journals”. Children will create
their own miniature journal and
use them for exploring and learn-
ing about the natural world.
Participants will gather materials
from our local environment and
draw and write in their hand
made books. This workshop is
funded by the Gill Cultural
Council, a branch of the
Massachusetts Cultural council.
Pre-registration is required.

On July 17th, 11:00 am. - A
program on block printing with
natural imagery will be held.
Participants will design a
linoleum print based on drawings

they create from our natural
world. Subject matter can range
from landscape to animal portrai-
ture. After cutting their linolenm
block, students will learn tech-
niques for inking and printing.
Pre-registration is required.

On July 24th, 10:00 am. -
Kelly Flaherty of Henna
Elements infroduces participants
to this ancient art form. Leaves of
the henna plant are crushed and
used as a natural paint in cere-
monies and rituals around the
world. Explore the history and art
of the henna plant and leave with
a beautiful henna tattoo. Pre-reg-
istration is required.

Slate Library is open Mon 2-6
p-m., Thursday 2-8 p.m. and
Saturday 10 - 2 pm. Call 413-
863-2591 for more details.

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS
Upcoming Programs in July

On Monday, July 19th, 4:00
p m. the library will host a pro-
gram on Yu-Gi-Oh, a Japanese
collectible card game.

On Wednesday, July 2lst,
Mandy Roberge will teach chil-
dren ages 6 - 10 (at 2:00 pm.)
and children ages 11 - 14 (at 4:00
p.m.) about Recyclable Art.
Materials will be provided for
these two-hour workshops for
school-aged children.

On Monday, July 26th, at 7:00
p m., join artist Luc Bodin as we
create origami “Wild Things.”

On Thursday, July 29th. at
6:00 pm., Animal Invaders will

swarm through the library when
a traveling program from the
Boston Museum of Science
returns. Leamning to live Green
includes learing to coexist with
the animals that share our planet
Three live invaders will visit
the library, and presenters will
explain details associated with
living in close proximity to them.
The theme for Sunday Swap
Day on July 18th is Tools &
Computer Stuff. Bring what you
are through using and look for
what you need. The library is
located at 17 Moore Street. Call
(413) 423-3348 for more info.

community.org by Friday, July Sth.

Creating Your Haven - A new free program starting Monday, July 12th
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Turners Falls Women’'s Resource Center, 41
Third Street. Registration is required. The class is limited to eight partici-
pants. For more information or to register, contact TFWRC Programs
Coordinator, Christine Diani at (413) 863-2455 or email christine@mcsm-

DETMOLD PHOT! -

Dudleyville Used Car

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS
Summer Reading Programs Update

BY LINDA HICKMAN - The
Montague Public Libraries are
very busy with the summer read-
ing programs for children and
adults. Over 160 children have
already signed up between the
three libraries. The adult program
has also started. Adults may reg-
ister at any of the three libraries.
Paticipants read selected books
and recieve a raffle ticket for each
book. Prizes will be awarded at
the end of the summer.

On Friday, July 9th at 10 am.
is the annual No String’s
Marionette Company’s show,
Field of Faeries held in
Peskeompskut Park or the
Carnegie Library, depending
upon the weather. Amy Donovan
of the Franklin County Solid
Waste District will present two
green programs for children of all
ages and their families. The first
is Reduce, Reuse Recycle on
Tuesday, July 13th, at 10 a.m. at
the Carnegie Library. On
Wednesday, July 14th, at 10:30
a m.. she will demonstrate how to
generate compost by raising spe-
cial worms. Lou of Lou’s
Upcycles will also present two
workshops on creative recycling
at the Camegie Library, both on
Tuesday, July 20th. At 10 am. is
Creating  Upcycled  Plamm:
Making and Using Yam from
Plastic Bags for ages pre-K —2nd
grade. At 2 pm., is Creating
Fabric From Un-Recyclable
Plastic Bags for ages 3rd grade —
adult.

Weekly programs for children

SENIOR GENTER ACGTIVITIES - July 12th to 23rd

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Friday
at Noon. Meal reservations must
be made a day in advance by
11:00 a m. Messages can be left
on our machine when the center
is not open. Council on Aging
Director is Roberta Potter.
Poet's Seat Health Care Center's
Registered Pulmonary
Therapist, Rani Silver, will be
presenting a "Breathe Easy"
Program on Thursday., July 29
that will include a free respirato-
Iy screening, tips on breathing
easier. and information about
pulmonary health. Call the
Senior Center to sign up for the
program and free respiratory
screening.For information or to
make meal reservations, call
(413) 863-9357. Call the senior
center for information on any
programs.

Mondays, July 12th, 19th

9:00 am. Foot Clinic by
appointment (7/12)

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 am. Chair Exercise
11:00 am. COA picnic (7/12)
1:00 p.m. Knitting Group
Tuesdays, July 13th, 20th
9:00 am. Walking Group
1:00 p.m. Canasta
Wednesdays, July 14th, 21st
9:00 am. Foot Clinic by
appointment (7/14)

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursdays, July 15th, 22nd
1:00 p.m. Pitch

Fridays, July 16th, 23rd
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 am. Chair Exercise
1:00 p.m. Scrabble

1:00 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for
activities and congregate meals.
For info and reservations, call
Polly Kiely, Senior Center

Director, at (413) 423-3308.
Lunch is daily at 11:30 a.m.,
with reservations 24 hours in
advance. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping,
or medical necessity.

Monday, June 28th

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi

12:00 noon Pitch
Tuesday, June 29th

8:45 am. Chair Aerobics
12:30 pm. Painting
Wednesday, June 30th
8:45 a.m Line Dancing
12:30 pm. Bingo
Thursday, July 1st

9:00 a.m. Aerobics
Friday, July 2nd

9:00 a.m. Bowling
11:30 am. TLunch - Call the
center for details.

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming programs. Call the
Center if you need a ride.

are held daily Monday thm
Thursday. On Mondays at the
Montague Center Library at 6:30
p m. is the Evening Sing-a-Long
with Linda on guitar and banjo.
The Millers Falls Library Club is
for all ages on Tuesdays at 3:30
p m. at the Millers Falls Library.
It includes thematic stories, arts
and crafts, and snacks. Story
Hour at the Camegie is
Wednesdays 10:15 a.m. with
Ruth. It is designed for young
children and includes stories,
music, puppets, crafts and snacks.
On Thursdays through July and
August at the Carnegie is the very
popular Music and Movement for
young children program with
Tom Carroll and Laurie
Davidson.

All three libraries have air
conditioning and computers with
high speed internet. with wireless
internet available at the Carnegie.
The Carnegie Library, 201 Ave.
A, Tumers Falls, 863-3214, is
open Monday — Wednesday 1 — 8
pm., Thusday 1 — 5 pm. and
Friday 10 am. — 5 pm. The
Montague Center Library, 367-
2852, is open Monday and
Wednesday, 2— 5 and 6 — 8 pm.
The Millers Falls Library, 659-
3801, is open Tuesday and
Thursday, 2 —5 and 6 — 8 pm.

Sustainable Finance

A seminar on “Sustainable
Finance 101" covering financial
planning for personal well-being,
vibrant community and ecological
health will take place at the Brick
House, 24 Third Street, Turners
Falls, Thursdays, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.,
August 5th through September
23rd. Registration information:
please contact Richard Witty at
413-774-2136 or by e-mail at rswit-
ty@verizon.net.

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

e Other Major Brands

e Expert Burner Service
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JESSICGA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

COMPILED BY DON CLEGG - The Deerfield Valley
Art Association Summer Special event will be held on
Saturday, July 10th from 3 - 5 p m. Artists will demon-
strate their technique under tents on the lawn of the
Gallery 38 (next to the Discovery Center) on Avenue A in
Turners Falls. Refreshments served: for more info, con-
tact: deerfieldvalleyart.com

The Montague Community Band will be performing
their last two area sumumer concerts for the season at
Peskeomskut Park in Turners Falls on Mondays, July 19th
and August 2nd. The concerts start at 7:00 p m. Bring your
picnic blanket and chairs.

The weekly Wednesday Great Falls Farmers Market is
holding its second Sunday market on July 18th starting
at noon and continuing until 4:00 p.m. Mid- July is getting
to be good harvest time so there should be a wide selec-
tion of area produce. For more information call Don at
413-336-3648 or go to MontagueMA net and click on the
farmers market selection.

“Christmas in July” returns to Barton Cove at dusk
on Saturday, July 31st. Many area boaters decorate their
vessels with Christmas lights and parade the river in the
area near the old Red Bridge abutments, for the delight of
viewers on the banks in Unity Park and Riverside. As the
boats circle the area a DJ plays old time favorites on a
crack sound system. Or sometimes a crackling sound sys-
tem. Can you imagine Santa piloting a boat with helpers
in bikinis? After the boats are safely back to port, the pub-
lic enjoys a beautiful fireworks display.

Rescheduled on account of rain! Join Discovery Center
staff on Saturday moming, July 24th, for a leisurely
Water Under the Bridge Historical Bike Tour ride
along the Turners Falls Bike Path highlighting the history
of the river bridges in Turners Falls and Montague City.
Leamn about the many challenges associated with getting
over the Connecticut River historically in our villages.
How do they compare with our current Gill-Montague
Bridge construction? Participants will meet outside the
main entrance to the Discovery Center located at 2
Avenue A in Tumners Falls at 11 a.m. Bring your bike,
water, bug repellent, helmet, and sun block. Call 413-863-
3221 for more info.

Jeff Bridges will perform with his longtime close
friend John Goodwin at the Montague Zen Farmhouse,
177 Ripley Road in Montague Center, on Friday night,
August 13th, starting at 7:00 p.m. Goodwin wrote the
opening music for the movie Crazy Heart for which Jeff
won an Oscar for Best Actor. Tickets are $40 each in
advance only and there will be no tickets sold at the door.
For more info call Laurie at 413-367-5272.

Send items to: reporter-local{@montaguema.net

Pipiones
’L\sm
* Fishing supplies; Live bait

e Baseball & Softball Supplies
® Fishing & Hunting Licences

® Paintball & CO, Refills

Open 7 am 7 days a week
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

@__,,,,, Brian R. San Soucie
-‘ Locksmith - CRL

Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified - Bonded « Insured =

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls. MA 01376

863-24N

» Dead Bolts

« Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

Overwhelmed by stuft? Try Franklin County’s Most Convenient
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

174-7775

unRIETL O
Easy in-town location “%‘ ‘B“
Secure 24-hour access

PRICES

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to inquire

{l

Tips for Saving Water Outdoors From the T.F. Water Dept.

Obey water use restrictions:

Local water suppliers know the limits
of their system and will enact voluntary
or mandatory restrictions accordingly.
Always follow the advice or restrictions
provided by your local water supplier.
Don’t water during drought:

Most lawns can survive extended dry
periods without watering — they will turn
brown, but revive once the rain retumns.
Water only as needed:

Frequent light watering can actually
weaken your lawn by encouraging shal-
low roots that are less tolerant of dry
periods. Water your lawn only as need-
ed, generally no more than once or twice

A WeeK.
Timing is critical:

The best time to water your lawn is
early morning (4 to 6 a.m.). Avoid water-
ing at mid-day to prevent high evapora-
tion and sun-burned grass.

Use shut-off nozzles on hoses:

Unattended hoses can use 10 gal-
lons or more per minute. Use shut-off
nozzles to save water. Also, if you have
an in-ground irrigation system, use a
rain shut-off device that prevents the
system from operating during rain-
storms.

Capture and reuse rainwater:
Use cisterns or rain barrels to cap-

Father DiMascola Reinstated

TURNERS FALLS - On Thursday.
July 1st, the Diocese of Springfield
imformed Father Charles DiMascola,
pastor of Our Lady of Czestochowa
in Tumers Falls that the investigation
the diocese had been conducting into
a single complaint alleging
DiMascola had vieolated the dioce-
sean child protection policy had con-
cluded. DiMascola had been placed
on leave during the second week of
June, while the investigation pro-
ceeded. Thursday, he was reinstated.
Here is the statement released by
the diocese in connection with the

GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP

BY BRIDGET SWEET

TURNERS FALLS - Site coordmator
Gail Merkel of the 21st Century
Community Learning Center summer
program at Great Falls Middle School
still has openings for new sixth graders
and current middle school students.

The camp runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p m.
Mondays to Thursdays until August
5th. There is a $65 weekly fee to
Hampshire Educational Collaborative;
some scholarships are available.

Merkel muns the summer program
with head teacher Lee Kanash and
TFHS junior Mark Hudyma, a certified
lifeguard and Eagle Scout candidate.
Franklin County Tech School junior
Holly Doyle also volunteers.

Hudyma and Kanash guide the stu-
dents through the woods, learning
about the local flora and fauna while
keeping cool in the shade. Long socks
or pants are a must. The students pick
blueberries and avoid poison ivy.

Free breakfast (8 am. - 9 am.) and
lunch (11 am. - noon) is served daily
for children under 18 at the school
cafeteria, and students in the summer

matter:

“Springfield Bishop Timothy A.
McDonnell has informed Father
Charles DiMascola that he may
resume his duties as pastor of Our
Lady of Czestochowa Parish in
Turmers Falls effective immediately.
Bishop spoke by phone with Father
DiMascola late on Thursday, July 1st
and informed him of the decision.

“Father DiMascola was placed on
a temporary leave a month ago to
allow for an investigation to take
place in the parish. This review was
deemed necessary because of an alle-

fure
use in your yard. A lid, mesh fabric or
several drops of baby oil on the sur-
face will prevent mosquitoes from
breeding.

Keep your blades sharp:

Keep your mower blades sharp to
prevent tearing of grass and raise your
lawn mower’s blade to 2 1/2". Longer
grass provides shade for the roots and
helps reduce water loss.

Mulch to keep roots moist:

Mulch can serve as a ground cover
that reduces water evaporation from the
soil while reducing the number of weeds
that compete for soil moisture.

gation which came forward to the
diocese alleging certain violations of
diocesan child protection policies and
the Code of Conduct. At no time was
there any allegation of sexual actions.

“The investigation’s findings,
which were reviewed and approved
by the Diocesan Review Board,
found no evidence to support any
serious impropriety. However Bishop
and the review board did cite a lack
of thorough compliance with dioce-
san policies designed to avoid just
such a situation and Father
DiMascola has agreed to address
these issues immediately upon his
return.

“In a letter to be read at all
Masses this coming weekend
Bishop McDonnell writes, “there

program may also take advantage of
this option if they choose not to pack
their own lunch. Students should bring
their own water bottles.

After lunch, Hudyma uses his eagle
eyes to watch over the students as they
swim in the Olympic sized T.FH.S.
pool. And swim they do, with the
weather sooo hot!

The students completed their first
week last Thursday with a car wash
fundraiser at Food City parking lot.
where they eamed $64.60. Many
thanks to Food City and to all who sup-
ported them.

Merkel said, “They need the money
to get out of the building. It costs $185
just to travel to Barton Cove by bus.”

Merkel is already looking into hav-
ing a booth selling baked goods at the
downtown Block Party this August
14th to raise funds for the upcoming
after school program.

For more information on the
Outdoor Adventure Summer Camp at
Great Falls Middle School, please con-
tact gmerkel@gmrsd.org, or at (413)
230-0822.

Sunday, September 19 * MontagueSoapboxRaces.com

1s no question that it is in the best
interest of us all that any impres-
sion of impropriety on the part of
anyone working for the Church
be brought forward, and there is
no question that once brought for-
ward the matter must be investi-
gated.”

Nursery and Garden Center
135 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls

49 Years Growing
Experience

175 Acres of Nursery Plants
Garden Center & Gifts

Gorgeous Specimen
Daylilies
Two for One

Large Assortment of
Shade and Flowering Trees
Field Grown Lilacs,
Hemlocks, Arbor Vitae

Our Yard is

Filled with Color
Yours Should Be Too!

« Landscape Design
* Muich
* Deliveries Available
* Nursery Stock
Arriving Daily

Open Seven Days
Mon to Sat 7am to 5:30pm
Sunday 9am to S5pm

Tel: (413) 863-2510

Fax: (413) 863-3079
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You Got My Number -
g =
Shirley Johnson, of the governor’s hand. z
Greenfield, a senior citizen in a Nevertheless, Patrick gamely Energy Crisis >
T : =
sumimer dress, was sitting at a took the podium flanked by =

picnic table in Unity Park with
her friend from Springfield.
Barbara Erwin, when Governor
Deval Patrick walked up to
shake their hands.

“You look shorter than I
thought,” said Johnson.

“I'm taller on TV.” quipped
Patrick.

But like President Obama,
since taking office Governor
Patrick’s stature seems to have
been continuously undercut by
forces just beyond his reach.

This proved true again on
Friday, June 25th when the gov-
ernor took yet another swing
through Western Massachusetts
to tout the gains of his job cre-
ation efforts and infrastructure
improvements, only to find his
message dimmed by news that
day of eleventh hour budget cuts
on Beacon Hill, brought on by
the inability of Democrats and
Republicans in Washington to
pass another round of unemploy-
ment benefits for workers laid
off for longer than six months
along with enhanced Medicaid

Congressman John Olver, Mass
Department of Transportation
Secretary  Jeffrey  Mullan,
District IT state highway boss Al
Stegemann, and hard hatted
workers in orange security vests
from SPS New England. with
the Gill-Montague Bridge they
are busy repairing as a dramatic
visual backdrop. The governor
and his transportation secretary
talked up the regional impact of
road and bridge improvements
now underway “in every cormer
of the Commonwealth.”

For decades. officials in
Western Mass never tired of
repeating the complaint that all
federal and state highway dollars
in Massachusetts were being
plowed into the Big Dig. while
roads and bridges on this side of
the state fell to wrack and ruin.

That was before a simple trip
from one end of Franklin County
to the other resulted in myriad
detours, sometimes involving
unscheduled side ftrips to

Bemnardston on 1-91 when all

president Chris Janke in Unity Park on June 251h.

payments for the states.

That stalemate resulted in the
loss of $600 million in federal
aid Massachusetts legislators
had been counting on to cushion
the already steep cuts (4% in
unrestricted local aid: 2.5% in
education) in the FY’ 11 budget
that went into effect July 1st. On
June 24th, that loss resulted in a
frantic round of late night budg-
et cuts on Beacon Hill to pro-
grams ranging from child care
for transitioning workers to pro-
grams for senior citizens, like the
ladies at the picnic table shaking

rotary in Greenfield from Route
2.

But hey, when you delay road
projects in one area for that
many years, you have to expect a
little inconvenience.

“Thank you for coming out
today to celebrate a great proj-
ect!” Patrick began.

The microphone was not
working, so a small crowd of
curious bystanders huddled
close.

The $40.7 million Gill-
Montaghue Bridge repair is
“part of over $4 billion in invest-
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ment” throughout the state, the
governor continued, “that is cre-
ating over 20,000 jobs at a time
when we need them.”

He thanked Congressman
Olver (after mistakenly calling
him Oldman; the Congressman
retorted, “I’ve been called
worse!”) for helping to bring
80% of the funding for the Gill-
Montague Bridge renovation
from federal grants.

“We’'re investing in
future,” said Patrick.

And here he tumed to a
young man named James
Biddulph. age 7. with sticky sun-
flower butter on his hands,
whom he had greeted 20 minutes
earlier at the Great Falls
Discovery Center. and displayed
one of a good governor’s win-
ning traits. That is, being able to
recall a constituent’s name even
when he can’t recall a congress-
man’s.

“We're investing in James’s
future.” Patrick said. “Seeing our
stake in each other is a genera-
tional responsibility. Each of us
must do all we can fo leave it
better for the ones who come
behind us.”

Warming to his theme, the
governor continued, “In our
time, we have to step up for the
generations to come. This is
what this bridge project is about.
April saw the biggest rise in job
creation in 17 years in the
Commonwealth. the fourth
straight month of steady gains.
We’re getting it done. It’s mak-
ing a difference.”

Massachusetts, like most
states, has been rolling out road
projects funded with federal
stimulus dollars as fast as the ink
can dry on the checks from
Washington. but the Gill-
Montague Bridge has been in the
pipeline far longer. Locals can
remember talk of the state

the

repairing the bridge back in the
1960s.

The steady job gains associat-
ed with stimulus projects may hit
the wall when the American
Reinvestment and Recovery Act
funding s out, and DoT secre-
tary Mullan noted that only 10%
of the bridges rated deficient in
Massachusetts have  been
repaired under the Patrick
administration so far. And the
impact of cutting 9% from high-
er education funding in the July
1st budget. along with cuts to
programs like childcare for
workers in transition, have yet to
be reflected in this year’s
employment stats.

“TImmensely frustrating,” said
Patrick, asked to comment on
the Washington impasse that so
far has denied Massachusetts
$600 million in enhanced feder-
al Medicaid payments. “Both the
House and the Senate approved
bills,” to extend unemployment
benefits, that also contained the
enhanced Medicaid funding,
“but the two houses could not
agree on a final bill.”

The logjam resulted from the
Senate being unable to gain
approval over the solid opposi-
tion of Senate Republicans,
Patrick noted.

“This is hurting people all
over the country, not just here in
the Commonwealth.”

After his speech, the governor
spent a few minutes talking with
local residents, including
Montague Business Association
president Chris Janke, who
thanked the governor for his
commitment to making the
bridge project happen.

“I liked your focus on the
future,” said Janke, “but some-
times it feels like the entire focus
of the bridge project is the
future. Business owners in town
are depending on traffic coming

over that bridge for the next four
years,” while construction is in
progress, Janke said. “We need
mitigation. I appreciate your
support for signage.” to help
motorists navigate the detours,
“but if we need more help as the
project advances. I want to be
able to call on you.”

Patrick, munning hard for re-
election, has already made more
visits to Western Massachusetts
than any governor in living
Memory.

He assured Janke he could
call on him anytime if he needed
to — in the next four years.
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The Montague Catholic
Social Ministries will hold a
community needs planning
meeting on Friday, July 9th,
from 12 noon fo 2:00 pm.. 41
— 43 31d Street, Turners Falls.

Please help us plan for the
future. We need your input on
what the community needs.
Refreshments will be served.

For further information,
contact Susan Mareneck at
MCSM at (413) 863-4804 or
email susan@mcsmcommuni-

ty.org.
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A Short History of the Richardson Road Beaver Dam

What’s Wrong with this Picture?

During the last Montague
town meeting I voted against a
petition that involved, in part,
asking our Congressional repre-
sentatives to vote against contin-
ved funding for our military
forces from Iraq and Afghanistan.

I did this because I felt that it
was best to fight the Taliban on
their territory rather than in our
streets and cities.

In a recent publication of the
Air Force Times 1 read that our
contracting officers in Iraq and
Afghanistan are to receive
$80,000 in bonuses if they sign
up for four more years at a bonus
of $20,000 for each year.

These are not civilians but mil-
itary officers drawing a rate of
pay with benefits according to
their rank. This includes medical,
housing, food, overseas pay, and
retirement benefits. I could get
into the civilian contractors’ rate
of pay. but that is another story.

Please, readers of this letter,
don’t get me wrong. I am still
firm in my belief that we should
stay, but when the men and
women who are fighting the
Taliban in a small platoon sized
or company sized compound in
the mountains of Afghanistan.
eating K-rations, sleeping wher-

ever they can, facing combat con-
ditions and drawing $100 a
month combat pay, I feel that
there is something wrong with
this picture.

In my almost 30 years of mili-
tary service we called it devotion
to duty, but I guess times have
changed. The following para-
graph fiom the Air Force Times
will explain the government’s
reasolL

“Stetching the Numbers: The
Air Force has more than 900 con-
tracting officers. In the past five
years, the service has brought in
an average of 70 new contracting
officers a year. However,
increased deployments have cre-
ated a strain on the service’s state-
side obligation. That’s why the
service is offering big bucks to
keep the contracting officers with
experience.”

I have a great grandson who
has served three tours in Iraq and
is headed for Afghanistan, proba-
bly this fall, as a sergeant in the
Marines. I don’t believe he will
ever see this kind of reenlistment
bonus, but God bless him and all
the other military who are pro-
tecting our way of life.

Art Gilmore, SMISGT
USAF RET., Millers Falls

An Open Letter to
Assistant D. A. Cynthia Pepyne

This letter is in response to
your request for information
about conversations I may have
had with fellow school commit-
tee members prior to our May
18th, 2010 meeting, at which we
elected a committee chair. You
have apparently received a com-
plaint that a quorum of the school
committee discussed (and in
effect decided on) a chair outside
of a posted public meeting in vio-
lation of the state open meeting
law.

First, I never had conversa-
tions about the election of chair
with a quorum of the committee,
either in person or through the
electronic media. prior to the
May 18th decision. Secondly, I
did have a few brief conversa-
tions about the issue with, I
believe, two individual commit-
tee members. These discussions
primarily involved speculation as
to whether the then cwrent chair,

Mike Langknecht, would choose
to run again (he chose not to do
50).

One of the committee mem-
bers with whom I discussed the
issue was not re-elected and did
not participate in the final deci-
si01.

‘When I entered the meeting on
May 18th, T was not sure who
would run and specifically was
not sure whether the person who
was eventually selected, Emily
Monosson, wanted to be chair.
Actually, she appeared to make
up her mind during the course of
this very public meeting. My
main concermn - expressed at the
beginning of the meeting - was
not who would be chair but the
whole process by which the com-
mittee selected a chair, which I
consider to be deeply flawed.

My main concern at this point
is the open meeting law and its
application. I understand your

A Short History of the
Richardson Road Beaver Dam

Beaver are second only to
humans in the power to transform
an environment. When we began
working here at the top of
Richardson Road more than 30
years ago, as well as building a
house, we wanted to tend sheep.
This required us to do battle with
the beaver and we spent a sum-
mer season dismantling their dam
as it was built. The beavers gave
up and left.

The area to the west of the
creek that runs through the gap
between Chestnut Hill and
Diamond Match Ridge through
our land was a meadow we had
hoped would feed a small herd. It
did not. Sheep are voracious.
And, a local gang of neighbors’
dogs killed our two best ewes.

When the beavers returned ten
years later, we let them stay in
part because the pond decreased
the area we had to keep clear so
the power company would not
spray herbicides, herbicides
bound with fuel oil #2 that would
mun down into Williams Brook, to
the Saw Mill River, to the
Commnecticut River.

The meadow to the west of the
creek - the electric company had
appropriated the east side shortly
before we settled here - had been,

_ during one of its incarnations. a

cranberry bog. The cranberrier
had straightened the creek, dug
lateral camnals leading into the
creek, and built a dam so the bog
could be flooded in winter to pro-
tect the berry plants from frost.
The beaver began their dam at the
dam made by the cranberrier.
Over 30 years ago, there was
already a sizable beaver pond at
the Montague end. just off
Chestut Hill Loop. We used to
skate there in winter. There were

desire to stop efforts to evade the
law throueh “serial conversa-
tions.” However, members of a
democratic and professional
committee charged with over-
sight involving complex policy
issues will have discussions with
one another about those issues
outside of regularly posted meet-
ings. To me this is not only natu-
ral and inevitable, it is often nec-
essary. It is also natural and
unavoidable in a society with
democratic traditions that school
committee members will express
opinions about topics and even

two sets of wooden utility poles
right in the middle of that pond.
Those poles were placed there
going on 40 years ago. The
beavers® first lodge this side of
the loop can still be seen.

The electric company know-
ingly raised five sets of wooden
poles in a wetland. They did noth-
ing about the poles for nearly 30
years.

In 2000 we agreed to allow
them to lower the pond and keep
it lowered, by installing a “beaver
deceiver’ pipe. so they could
more easily access their poles.
But, the power company did not
then try to service their poles. Nor
did they do anything to maintain
the beaver deception.

The beaver piled wood under
the pipe, raising its middle above
the water level, eventually unfas-
tening the entrance of the pipe
from its anchor. The beaver also
built a back-up dam below the
dam containing the deceiver. The
power company has done nothing
in the last ten years to restore the
level of the pond to the agreed
level of 2000.

The environment the beaver
have constructed over the past
nearly 40 years is a community
asset. It is used as an educational
tool by elementary school teach-
ers. A graduate student at UMass
has been studying the behavior of
painted turtles for the highway
department, so tunnels of optimal
shape and lighting can be put
under roads near turtle habitat.

It is also a community recre-
ational resource. We invite our
neighbors to use our canoe and
kayak in warm weather, and to
skate on it in winter.

Finally, it is a much needed
reservoir of water should these
woods dry out and catch fire.

Some neighbors have their

try to convince fellow members
to support their views. Finally it
seems inevitable that such indi-
vidual conversations, although
taking place in a random manner,
might eventually involve a quo-
rum of the committee and influ-
ence a decision the committee
makes. As long as the various
views are also expressed in pub-
lic forums, I really do not see the
problem here. In fact I do not see
how any well organized govern-
mental entity, including your own
office, could operate effectively
any other way.

concems. One neighbor wishes
the Richardson Road connection
between the end of our driveway
and the Chestnut Hill loop might
be restored, though Leverett dis-
continued that connection before
it was flooded. Some complain
about the possibility of West Nile
virus and encephalitis, though the
frogs and toads and birds, even
the few surviving bats, and espe-
cially the large variety of dragon
flies now native to this environ-
ment keep the mosquitoes down.
Giardia? Don’t drink the water or
swim in it. Who would but a
beaver? Other neighbors don’t
want any changes made to the
beaver pond and want to leave the
wetland habitat in its current
state.

The most valid point against
the pond is the concern of down-
stream neighbors who might be
flooded should the dam be
breached.

During the flood of 1997, we
were in China, but we know from
our sons who were living here
that the beaver dam as well as the
over 200 year old human dam in
North Leverett center held, while
Richardson Road and the bridge
where the creek crosses North
Leverett Road were washed
away. And, should the electric
company seek to lower the dam.,
as agreed a decade ago, they will
have to breach it, so it behooves
them to get straight with the
downstream neighbors.

Finally, one last time. We do
not object to the company lower-
ing the pond to the agreed level
so their engineers can reach their
poles. But, we hope they’ll
improve their follow up and
maintain whatever they install.

- Julie Shively
& Dan Bennett,
Leverett

For example, I have spoken to
several members of the school
conmunittee about your letter. I
would not be at all surprised if
such discussions were wide-
spread and involved, in the end, a
quorum of the committee. If
these discussions influence a
decision of the committee have I
been violating the open meeting
law?

These questions are not
intended as an attack on your
office. which in my experience
has tried to show common sense

see PEPYNE pg 12
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NOTES FROM ERVING SELECTBOARD
Unanimous Approval from Town Meeting

BY DAVID DETMOLD - On
Thursday, June 24th, Erving held
a brief special town meeting, that
unanimously approved spending
$22.000 to purchase an all terrain
vehicle, trailer and associated
equipment to be used for search
and rescue missions for hikers,
winter camp checks, and forest
fire fighting in mountainous ter-
rain by the police and fire depart-
ments.

Fire chief Bud Meattey said
his department had to climb to
1600 feet fighting the Bear Loop
forest fire in May. “People were
shocked how far up we had to
get. We had to borrow people’s
private ATV’s for that fire. When
hikers call for assistance, we’ve
had to walk in with all kinds of
gear. This will be a quick access
unit to reach those places.”
Meattey explained.

Town meeting voters also
approved spending $7.000 to
equip all four police cruisers with
defibrillators, moving $10,000 to
supplement the finance commit-
tee’s $30,000 annual reserve
fund, and moving $21,000 to the
town’s stabilization fund.

All four articles
approved unanimously,

were
with

about 20 people in attendance.

The need to allocate $60.000
arose after annual town meeting
when the assessors determined
that amount of money was avail-
able from new growth in FY"10.
The town decided to allocate the
$60,000 before the end of the fis-
cal year, when it would have
rolled over into free cash, and
would have been held there pend-
ing state certification of the free
cash account, a process that can
take months.

Assistant assessor Jacquie
Boyden said the new growth
resulted from a combination of
new personal property equipment
installed at Northfield Mountain,
also at WMECo, along with a
new cell phone tower constructed
to the north of Route 2, and some
new residential construction.

“There was not much on the
residential side, I'll be honest.”
said Boyden.

In other news, the selectboard
received an update from town
administrative coordinator Tom
Sharp on the derelict Usher Mill
property, owned by Patriots
Environmental, a Worcester sal-
vage comparny.

Sharp said after Franklin

County cooperative building
inspector Jim Hawkins wrote to
Patriots Environmental demand-
ing that the company repair a
perimeter fence that had fallen
down around the partially demol-
ished mill property. the company
did, in fact, send someone to sta-
bilize the front section of the
fence.

“We've done what I hoped to
accomplish for now, in terms of
the town’s liability.” said Sharp.
“Now we’ll wait for the next
step.”

This spring, annual town
meeting approved spending up to
$500,000 to demolish the remain-
ing structures at the Usher Mill
complex, since Patriots
Environmental has until now
been slow to respond to ongoing
requests to secure the site and
complete the cleanup of the prop-
erty.

However, former planning
board chair Jeff Dubay has
pushed for the town to preserve at
least the building that once
housed the mill’s boiler, saying it
is structurally sound, has historic
value, and could serve as the
focal point of a future redevelop-
ment of the site, which borders

the Millers River.

Sharp presented the select-
board with a memo from Todd
Brown., from the engineering
consulting firm Tighe and Bond,
answering some of the questions
the town has posed about the
Usher Mill.

Brown wrote on June 18th,
that “the boiler building is the
only structure on the property
that retains some structural
integrity. However, there 1s sig-
nificant water damage apparent
along the western wall, indicating
the need for roof and possible
wall repairs.”

He wrote that the mill’s exist-
ing masonry chimney would be
ten times cheaper to demolish
than repair. The chimney is list-
ing toward Arch Street, and
shows loose or missing mortar
near the top of the chimney.

Brown also advised the town
to leave the existing slabs of any
buildings the town demolishes, to
enhance the ability for future
redevelopment at the site, within
the confines of the Rivers
Protection Act, which grants
broad exceptions for redevelop-
ing former mill sites near rivers.

The memo noted the absence
of town water and the narrow
railroad overpass on Arch Street
as inhibiting factors to redevelop-
ing the mill complex, but listed
housing development within

sight of the river as one possible
future use.

Sharp thanked the town of
Wendell for forwarding a check
for $5,780 to reimburse Erving
for its assistance in the cleanup
effort following a destructive tor-
nado that blew through Wendell
in July of 2006. Wendell had to
wait until this spring to finally
receive payment from the state to
cover costs associated with that
storm, but Erving was glad to
finally receive their portion.

“T thought this was very cool.”
said Sharp.

Sharp updated the board on
the status of the new senior center
project. The $2.2 million con-
struction contract for the new
building will be advertised in the
Central Register on July 28th,
with bids due back by middle of
October. Sharp said the town
hoped to award the contract for
construction in early November.
“We're hoping they can complete
the foundation work before the
winter,” Sharp said.

Bruce Hunter, of the Franklin
County Regional Housing and
Redevelopment Authority has
been retained as the town’s
owner’s agent for the project. A
cletk of the works will soon be
hired. The town is likely to con-
tinue to retain the services of
John Catlin, of Quincy, MA as
the project’s architect.

Montague Proposes to Remove Barriers to appeared o be
Development at Strathmore

BY BILL FRANKLIN -
“Location, location,” the mantra
of the real estate business, cer-
tainly applies to the old
Strathmore Mill in Turners Falls,
with its wonderful views of both
the power canal and the
Connecticut River. But “access,
access” is the problem on the
town of Montague’s agenda right
now for the abandoned mill com-
plex - a problem the town hopes
to solve with a $1.9 million
Public Works and Economic
Development grant for a new

The Board of Directors of the
Montague Reporter, the 501(c)4
non-profit corporation that publish-
es this newspaper, wil hold its
annual meeting on Tuesday, July
20th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at 65 K
Street. You are welcome to attend!
To receive a copy of the agenda in
advance, send an email to monta-
guereporter@gmail.com.

pedestrian bridge and a parking
area.

The town is applying to the
state for a PWED grant to be used
to revitalize the Strathmore site
and make it more attractive to
business investment by replacing
the existing pedestrian bridge.
cleaning up the debris left from
the 2007 arson fire that destroyed
Building #10, and creating up to
214 parking spaces where the
debris pile now sits.

The Strathmore site has had a
varied history. The mill was built
in 1871 by John Keith and oper-
ated as a manufacturer of fine
paper products. First utilizing the
power-generating capacity of the
nearby canal, the mill grew to
employ up to 300 workers in its
prime, and operated until 1992,
when International Paper pulled
the paper making machinery out
and shut the mill down.

By 1996 the complex

reborn as a mixed-

use structure. The
abutting Indeck cogeneration
plant provided heat to the build-
ings and 35 tenants ranging from
artists to small industries were
attracted to the affordable two
dollar per square foot rent. But
when Indeck decided to discon-
tinue its coal fired plant two years
later and end the supply of firee
heat, the nascent business incuba-
tor soon closed its doors.

In 2007 an arson fire
destroyed Building # 10 near the
center of the Strathmore Mill
complex, leaving a huge mound
of asbestos contaminated debris,
an obstacle to redevelopment in
the remaining buildings.

During a public hearing on
Tuesday, July 6th. Montague’s
new town planner, Walter
Ramsay, met with interested par-
ties to explain the town’s strategy
for utilizing PWED grants to
remove barriers to development
at the Strathmore Mill.

The project would proceed in
two phases, said Ramsay: the
first phase would replace the
existing pedestrian bridge, which
has been condemned, with a new
structure at a cost of about one
million dollars. The second phase
would provide funds to clean up
the debris pile ($485,000 -
$600.000) and provide parking
($250,000), Ramsey estimated.

The idea, said Ramsay, is to
“leverage public - private part-
nership” and to get the site desig-
nated as a “priority development
property” by the state. Although
the proposal “doesn’t completely
address the access issue,”
Ramsay said, “it is a step in the
right direction.”

So far, the “soft” work of fea-
sibility studies has been done.
The town has a preliminary
design and a structural analysis of
the pedestrian bridge. In addition,
the Urban Land Institute has
offered free assistance on how to
move forward with the property
and how to market it to investors.

One idea, offered at the meet-
ing by building inspector David
Jensen, is to use part of the site as
a transportation hub. “Greenfield
is developing its transportation
center,” said Jensen, “Montague
should consider a public trans-
portation connection, including a
bus stop.”

One of the problems that must
be addressed in the redesign of
the pedestrian bridge is how and
where to locate the existing water
and sewage lines that cross the
canal suspended from its struc-
ture.

Davis Hobbs, co-owner of
Turners Falls Hydro, which oper-
ates in one of the mill buildings,
made the obvious point that hav-
ing drinking water is important to
his business.

First Light Power Company
currently owns the pedestrian
bridge, but Ramsey said the
power company would transfer
ownership of the bridge to the
town if the grant funding comes
through.
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MONTAGUE CENTER - My
dad was a logger back in the days
when horses were used rather
than heavy equipment. Sometime
after 1926, my mother and father
purchased their own house in
Montague Center and decided to
build a barn.

The barn was built on an
embankment, so the back part
was lower than the front. On the
first floor were four stalls and two
haylofts as well as a large grain
box and pegs for hanging the har-
nesses and saddles. There was a
small opening in the back in the
stall area so that when the stalls
were cleaned, the manure could
be shoveled out onto a large pile
outside. The lower level opened
onto a pasture and provided space
for more stalls that were added at
a later date.

The barn not only housed the
workhorses but over time cows, a
riding horse and at one time, a
goat. It had a sliding door in the
front and was painted the tradi-

The ald barn still stands, _;mz‘ .raxm& .sf Ferg Rmd on Tx;mer.r Falls Road

tional red with white trim.

Over the years the barn
became much more than just a
structure to house animals. At
one time my father put up a bas-
ketball hoop. There was ample
room between the door and the
first stall to shoot hoops. He also
made a trapeze that swung out
over the hayloft. If we were to
fall, we landed in the soft hay.

It also provided many hiding
places for playing “hide and go
seek™ or “sardines” — behind the

grain box, in the hayloft, or in the
mangers. We also engaged in
some activities that were not
approved of by our parents, such
as walking along the broad
beams that supported the bamn.

When we were grown and
returned to visit our parents, the
grandchildren enjoyed playing in
the barn as we once had.

My father owned several
fields that were mown every
summer to provide hay for his
horses. Usually he enlisted my

older brother and one or two men
from the community to help him
with the haying. However. he had
one small field that he always
asked me to help him with.

First he would mow the field
and after it had a day or two to
dry, he would take me to the field
in his pickup truck, and we would
turn the hay over with pitchforks.
‘When the hay was thoroughly
dry, he would hitch the horses to
a wagon and we would go to the
field. Once there we would rake
the hay into mounds. Finally I’d
drive the team around as he
pitched the hay onto the wagon.

As we made our way home I
would ride on top of the load and
make sure it didn’t shift one way
or the other. The last step was to
pitch the hay up to the hayloft in
the barn.

It was hard work and often
very hot, but I loved riding on the
wagon to and from the field and
having my father all to myself.

One summer my father was
logging on a lot that was some
distance from our home. Rather
than drive the horses back and
forth every day, he boarded his

team at a farm that was closer to
the lot he was working on.

When he finished the lot he
took my older brother and me out
to the farm, hitched the horses up
to a wagon and left us to drive
them home. It was a glorious fall
day and we enjoyed making the
leisurely trek from Chestnut Hill
down North Leverett Road,
across Route 63 in Montague and
on home. My brother allowed me
to take the reins for part of the
journey, which made the day
even more special.

People sometimes comment
that T walk quickly. This is a
result of something that happened
in my childhood. When my father
was about to start a new lot the
first thing he did was walk
through it to get an idea of what
the terrain was like and what it
would yield. Sometimes when he
was looking at a new lot he
would take me with him. He
always strode through the woods
at a fast pace. I would have to
scamper to keep up with him. I
never asked him to slow down
because I was just happy to be
there.

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTROARD
Montague Applies for $1.9 Million Strathmore Grant

BY LINDSAY MACE - Calling
the Strathmore Mill the “linchpin
of the downtown and townwide
revitalization effort,”” Montague’s
new town planner, Walter
Ramsey, sought and won select-
board backing for the town to
apply for $1.9 million in grant
finding to remove obstacles to
development at the mill complex.

The town will seek the funds
in two phases from a Public
Works and Economic
Development grant, which is
funded by state transportation
bonds. The state extended the
deadline for Montague to put in
the application, town administra-
tor Frank Abbondanzio said.

In the first phase, Ramsey said
the town hoped to rebuild or ren-
ovate the condemned pedestrian
bridge connecting parking areas
along Canal Street with the
Strathmore complex, and also to
do the design work for a new
parking area where the former
Building #10 stood, up until it
was destroyed by arson in 2007.

In the second phase, the town
will seek to remove the asbestos
tainted debris from that arson pile

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

and build the parking lot.

All these tasks are fraught
with complications around ease-
ment and right of way issues. The
foundation of Building #10 is
built on three levels, accessed
variously by the canal level
access road, or Dbeneath
Southworth Paper Mill.

Patricia Allen was only half
joking when she told Walter
Ramsey, “You've jumped right
into the fire, haven’t you?”

With the board’s approval,
Ramsey mailed off the PWED
grant on Wednesday morning.

Abbondanzio noted the town
had a good track record with
PWED grants, batting three for
three. In 1983, the town received
$300,000 to jumpstart the
Avenue A streetscape improve-
ments, “the first major invest-
ment in revitalizing downtown.”
That was followed soon after by a
similar sum for 3rd Street and 7th
Street streetscape improvements,
and in 2003 by $450.000 for
parking behind the Colle Opera
house. The state has invested
smaller sums in feasibility and
design work at the Strathmore,

and Abbondanzio believes the
state will be inclined to protect
those investments in downtown
redevelopment with further fund-
ing, to make the Strathmore more
attractive to private investment
and promote job growth.

Town employees Tina Tyler
of the water pollution control
facility, Steve Lively and Reggie
Stevens of the highway depart-
ment, building inspector David
Jensen, veteran’s agent Leo
Parent and town administrator
Frank Abbondanzio were all rec-
ognized at the Tuesday night
meeting for their 20 plus years of
service. The board acknowledged
the six employees’ “spirit of
cooperation and support,” with
certificates of appreciation and
cupcakes from 2nd Street
Bakery.

The River Culture program
will hold their 4th Annual Block
Party on August 14th from 2 p.m.
to 8 pm. on Avenue A. between
First and Fifth Street. River
Culture’s theme at this time of
year is Footprints, and coordina-

see GRANT pg 8

DA Investigates Complaint of Open
Meeting Law Violation in Gill Montague
School Committee Chair Election

BY DAVID DETMOLD - A
complaint has been lodged with
the Northwestern District
Attorney’s office over a possi-
ble open meeting law violation
in connection with the recent
election by the school commit-
tee of Emily Monosson as
school committee chair.

On May 20th, the day after
the annual town elections in Gill
and Montague brought two new
members to the committee,
Monosson was elected chair on
a second ballot vote. The school
committee’s first ballot ended in
a 4 — 4 tie between Monosson
and Joyce Phillips, with
Monosson abstaining. On the
second ballot, Monosson voted
for herself, breaking the tie 5 —
4.

As reported at the time (MR
VIII #33. Monosson Elected
Chair of Gill-Montague School
Committee), “There was a little
back and forth between
[Michael] Langknecht and
Phillips, who had served as
chair and vice chair of the com-
mittee last year. The tension

between them was evident as
Phillips suggested an effort had
been made behind the scenes to
prevent her from becoming
chair again this year, and
Langknecht suggesting this was
“the pot calling the kettle
black.” and mentioning several
issues where he felt Phillips had
worked against him. Phillips
responding by attempting to
clarify her actions and denying
Langknecht’s accusations. The
other members listened in
silence.”

This week, Gill-Montague
superintendent Carl Ladd con-
firmed there has been an open
meeting law complaint lodged
with the DA’s office regarding
Monosson’s election as commit-
tee chair.

“The district attorney’s office
is in the process of investigating
the complaint,” said Ladd. “All
the school committee members
have been asked to submit a
statement by July 23rd,” to the
DA’s office.

see SCHOOL pg 8
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Theater Review

Broken Hamlet and Burnt Toaft

Vermont Theater Company presents William Shakespeare’s Hamlet at the Shea

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS - In
Act III. Scene iv, the
Queen (Heidi Fagan)
asks Hamlet, “To whom
do you speak this?”

It’s a reasonable ques-
tion, because her son
seems addled, chatting
with an offstage ghost.
But the question could
have as easily been
asked on behalf of the
entire audience at the
Shea Theater on July
2nd, the opening night of
the Vermont Theatre
Company’s production
of Hamlet in Turners
Falls, since so many of
the actors’ lines were
delivered to the wings,
to the winds, to anyone
but those who sat before
the stage straining to
apprehend them.

As to that ghost. Burt
Tepfer, he was person-
able, and like all ghosts,
we wish we had seen
more of him.

Polonius (Robert

Wellington)
was great, a
study in saga-
cious tempo-
rizing, with
flawless
delivery. But
therein lies
the problem.
When was the
last time any-
one left a pro-
duction  of
Hamlet say-
ing, “Polonius
was great”?
Tarted up
in anime cos-
tumes, sport-
ing anachronistic cell-
phones (as is all the rage
in revivals now, see
David Cromer’s Our
Town) and machine guns
along with their custom-
ary rapiers, the Prince of
Denmark (Colin
Hinckley, showing great
promise, like a thor-
oughbred ridden by an
inexperienced jockey)
and his coevals spit out
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Euwpey, Burt Tepfer, and Greg Phillips

the most famous of the
Bard’s speeches rapid
fire, as if director
Adrienne Major were
hoping by the speed of
their renderings to ren-
der moot the oft repeated
musings on her central
character’s central prob-
lem — delay.

True, the play is
infused with wonderful
life and energy in
Major’s tightly wound
rendition. But by the jar-
ring dislocation of the
playwright’s most pro-
found scenes and solilo-
quies, the director and
her company succeed in
little else than dissolving
the whole of a great
work and slamdancing it
to pieces.

Claudius (Dennis
Molesky), perhaps con-
sumed by guilt over his
regal fratricide, perhaps
chewing horse chestnuts,
mumbles  his  way
through the first two acts
before delivering a rivet-
ing version of his soul
baring “O, my offence is
rank, it smells to heav-
en” speech in Act III,
Scene iii (and delivering
it straight to the audi-
ence, where it belongs).

His queen outshines
him in every respect.

Ophelia, (Johanna

Macri), cannot decide
whether to play the part
for sympathy or horror
and in fact drowns her-
self far too late in the
play for anyone’s satis-
faction.

Let’s not mention
Laertes.

But Rosencrantz
(Katy Emond) and
Guildenstern (Elias
Burgess) are fun to

watch throughout, arch.
wry and witty, and seem
like talented character
actors from an episode
of Miami Vice who wan-
dered onto the wrong
sound stage by sheer
accident.

It was a fascinating
wreck to watch. It was
fascinating to watch
Evel Knievel in his day
jump one more car than
possible. By contrast, no
one was hurt in this pro-
duction, although the
stage was littered with
the customary corpses as
the curtain fell.

Still, despite a fifteen
minute intermission. a
masterpiece was man-
gled in record time.

The Vermont Theater

Company reprises
Hamlet at Patch Park in
Charlestown, NH on

Julv 9th and 10th, at 6
p.m.

« mer reading series,
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tor Lisa Davol said musical
headliner Primate Fiasco,
as well as the Fabrication
Fashion Show featuring
local designers using re-
purposed items will fit
neatly into the Footprint
theme. Davol said the only
thing missing to make the
Block Party complete is
someone to step forward
and organize a parade. Call

| her at 413-230-9910.

As a part of their sum-
the
Carnegie Library will hold
a puppet show in the band-
shell at Peskeomskut Park

~ on July 9th from 830 a.m.
| to noon.

The board approved

| spending $2500 from pro-
Harmiet (Colin Hmrﬂé@ 1) with the Players: (I-r) Veda Crewe-Joseph, Sam

gram income funds to con-
vert historic film footage of
the town’s 200th anniver-
sary parade, along with
numerous halftime events
from high school football
games, to modern media
under the direction of local
filmmaker Steve Alves of
Hometown Productions.
Copies of the resulting
DVDs will be sold to bene-
fit River Culture.

The footage, believed to
be shot by one time Park
Villa drive-in owner Joe
Kurkulonis, has been
unseen for decades.

On Fourth and L streets,
La Bodega’s first anniver-
sary celebration this week-
end is once again in limbo
as the board was unable to
approve the permit due to
outstanding (and unspeci-
fied) permit issues with the
board of health. A second
condition that building

owner Trevor Ladoyt pay
overdue back taxes was
promptly met, board chair
Pat Allen pointed out.

In related news, the
board also received a peti-
tion from a number of indi-
viduals regarding noise
complaints about La
Bodega’s outdoor music
and a store bell. Allen
thanked the public for
bringing the matter for-
ward, and said the board
would study noise bylaws
and policies recognizing a
number of sound issues a
small town may encounter
o “the citizens and the
selectboard can feel more
comfortable knowing
what’s acceptable.”

The town will accept
proposals until August 5th
at 2 p.m. from developers
interested in reusing the
former Montague Center
School building.

Going into executive
session, Turners Falls
Airport manager Michael
Longo and chair Peter
Golrick were in attendance
last night for a discussion
about possible litigation
with the board.

Before the board voted
to go into executive session
to hold the discussion,
member Mark Fairbrother,
who voted against closing
the meeting to the public
and press, but said the
board would have to “tread
carefully regarding what
we can say,” if the discus-
sion were held in open ses-
sion.

The
meet again on July
19th at 7 p.m.

selectboard will

e
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Assistant district attor-
ney Cynthia Pepyne sent a
letter to each of the nine
committee members on
June 22nd, asking them to
detail conversations they
may have had outside of
open meetings with other
school committee mem-
bers regarding the pending
election of committee
chair.

Ladd said the school
committee’s lawyer,

Russell Dupere, advised
the committee members to
“respond as directed” by
Pepyne.

Phillips said she was
first notified of the investi-
gation by Dupere “as we
were going into negotia-

tions,” over teacher con-
tracts.

Pepyne confirmed, “We
have an investigation
ongoing,” but would not
comment on its
progress.

WE
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Gill Approves Energy Performance

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL - There was one point in
the continuation of Gill’s annual
town meeting on June 28th when
it appeared the voters were on the
point of sacrificing a $150,000
grant from the Massachusetts
Department of Energy Resources
in order to avoid borrowing up to
$280,000 more to finance energy
conservation measures in town
buildings.

A motion to enter into an ener-
gy savings performance contract
with Siemens Building
Technologies to perform the
energy upgrades had just been
approved by a vote of 30 - 17,
when town moderator Ray Steele

explained the next measure, to
authorize borrowing for the per-
formance contract, would require
a two thirds vote to win approval.

Various residents and town
officials began doing the math as
the discussion continued. Two
thirds of 47 is....

Even if one person who had
voted against entering into the
contract with Siemens changed
their mind and supported the bor-
rowing it would not be enough.
Two voters would need to switch.
And Beth Greenblatt, from
Beacon Integrated Solutions, the
town’s consultant for the energy
performance contract, made it
clear Gill would sacrifice the

competitive $150,000 grant it had
been awarded by the DOER if'the
measure to finance the energy
improvements fell short.

The $150,000 grant is dedicat-
ed to helping the town remove
and replace an old, inefficient
boiler that is built into the base-
ment of the Gill Elementary
School in a manner that recalls
Mike Mulligan’s steam shovel: it
will be expensive to remove, yet
the town will soon have to
replace it, as it is near the end of
its useful life. So passing up the
$150.000 grant would have only
delayed the day of reckoning for
this capital improvement project.
and forced the town to shoulder

transfer the property.

# In Household

HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM

The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment
Authority (HRA) is administering deferred payment loans on behalf
of the Town of Leverett.

Income eligible applicants who qualify for a full-deferred pay-
ment loan will be able to borrow up to $35,000.00. This is a 0%
interest, deferred payment loan, the loan is secured by a lien
placed on your property, and the loan is due when you sell or

The goal of this program is to enable low to moderate-
iIncome homeowners to bring their homes into code compliance.
Examples of eligible work include: Roof replacement, foundation
repairs, electrical and plumbing, windows, wells, septic replace-
ment and much more!

Homeowners must have an annual gross income equal to
or less than the following amounts:

Gross Annual Income

O ~NO A, WN -

River View Muscl_g: Thcrapg

Muscle Therapy
Swedish Massage
Therapeutic Touch

By Appointment Only
Juhe Lowensburg, RN, LMT
Member, AMTA

$43,800.00
$50,050.00
$56,300.00
$62,550.00
$67,600.00
$72,600.00
$77,600.00
$82,600.00

If you are interested in receiving an information and applica-
tion packet please contact Charity @ (413) 863-9781 ext. 132 or

cday@fchra.org

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU

ONSULT

25 Millers Falls Road &

Turners Falls, MA 01376

Contract with Siemens

the entire cost.

But many voters were dubious
of the cost and necessity of the
other energy improvement proj-
ects that were on the menu for
other town buildings, including
heating and ventilation upgrades,
energy efficient lighting fixtures,
and insulation. In theory, the cost
of these improvements would be
paid for by energy savings result-
ing from the improvements, over
the course of 20 years. What’s
more, Roland Butzke, Siemens’
project manager, was on hand at
the meeting to tell the voters that
those savings would be guaran-
teed by his company, and if the
actual performance of the energy
upgrades fell short, Siemens
would issue an annual check to
the town of Gill to make up the
difference.

Still the doubts persisted. Will
the school district agree to repay
the town for the installation of the
boiler and other improvements at
the town owned -elementary
school, since the energy savings
would appear as reductions in the
district’s operating budget?

“We’re negotiating with the
school district,” said selectboard
member Ann Banash, who
pledged the town would indeed
be reimbursed for those savings.

“What other towns have
agreed to performance contracts
with Siemens?”  Orange.
Leverett, Greenfield, Rowe,
Montague, Charlemont, and
Conway, with other contracts
pending, said Butzke.

“This sounds like a wonderful
project,” said former highway
boss Emnie Hastings. “I don’t
believe it. Your costs are going to
go up. The costs of oil and elec-
tricity will go up. We're going to
pay prevailing wage rates to
come in and do something I tried
to convince the town to do for 20
years."”

Greenblatt said Siemens cal-
culated a 3% escalator in the cost
of energy, compounded over 20
years, in determining how much
financing the guaranteed energy
savings would pay for.

“What if Siemens goes bank-
rupt in that time? Who would
guarantee the savings then?”

Greenblatt admitted the town
would be taking a calculated risk
that that the global giant, with
420,000 employees and 2009
revenues in excess of 96 billion
dollars, would go belly up in the

next two decades. But she point-
ed out the town would still own
the building improvements, even
if that were that case, and would
still be enjoying the energy sav-
ings guaranteed by the corporate
behemoth today.

“Would the savings from the
energy performance contract be
enough in the first years to make
payments on the loan without
impacting the town budget?”

“I'm concerned about the
town budget too.” admitted
Banash. “After the first year,
we’ll be fine.”

It fell to finance committee
member Jim Poulsen to make a
ringing endorsement of the pro-
posal.

“We’re not borrowing for
something we don’t have to do.
We know we need to replace the
boiler.” Poulsen said not only
would the town save money on
its energy bills to repair its build-
ings now. but it would put less
pollution into the atmosphere as a
result.

Hastings left the room before
the vote. The motion carried by a
declared two thirds majority.

In other business, town meet-
ing agreed to leave the positions
of tax collector, treasurer and
town clerk elected. not appoint-
ed, formally approved a bylaw
establishing an energy comimis-
sion, and agreed to pass the vol-
untary energy stretch code, an
emendation to the state building
code that provides for stricter
standards in new commercial and
residential construction in Gill.

Greenfield Savings Bank's
Community Room Events
Free and open to the Public

July 13th, 10:00 a.m. - Mini work-
shop presented by Kerri Lynch,
Assistant Branch Manager on "How
to Balance Your Checkbook." Open
to anyone who wants to learn the
'do's and don'ts" with a few Bank
secrets thrown in! Invite a friend.
Light refreshments will be provided
and the air conditioning is delightful!
Seating is limited so please call
Kerri at (413) 863-4316.

July 16th, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
- Good Dirt Pottery Owner Jaye
Pope will display some of her ele-
gant pieces and for an informal chat
about pottery in general. Please
consider stopping by to say HI to
Jaye, enjoy some light refresh-
ments, cool off a bit, and learn more
about the art of pottery.

(413) 35.3-4331 - . >,
www.pzinc.com B =
38 Main Street, Montague
0155 D)
Mooddirtpottcry.wm

Visit Our Tip of the Week at www.pzinc.com _ .

2 Pridge Street « Shelburne [allse4i a—sij-sgaz or 624-0020
Since 1976
- Garages -Additions
- Decks - Structural Repairs
-Home Improvements -SumpPumps
- Excavating - Concrete
Gill, MA

Licensed - Insured - References
Marinil9@comcast.net 413.863.5099

GREENFIELD
SGUIERS COUPERATIVE EXGiiie-
CLocally Owned Since 1912

Farmer-Owned
Shop with your neighbors
Support local agriculture

Products for your animals,
home, farm, garden & yard

269 High St. Greenfield

(413)773-9639

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

; ! ; 30
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 |

Montague St.

888-763-3143

www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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study whether the Connecticut
was ever an appropriate river to
target for salimon restoration?”

Meyer said this question was
tabled by CRASC chair Wayne
LaRoche as a policy question, not
appropriate for that segment of
the June 22nd meeting. Meyer
said he has posed the same ques-
tion at previous meetings of the
CRASC.

On the 22nd, he pressed the
climate assessment question
again to LaRoche, who responded
with a rhetorical question, “Why
would we go outside the agen-
cies? We have the experts.”

Another attendee, Tony
Demick, a member of Trout
Unlimited from Hancock, MA,
noted there is no real data to sup-
port the goal contained in the
CRASC charter, to restore
Atlantic salmon to historic levels
in the Connecticut.

“So, what is your goal, 70 fish?
Forty fish?” Demick asked.

Reached by phone this week,
LaRoche disputed Meyer’s impu-
tation that the salmon restoration

effort should be judged by the
declining count of returning
salmon over the last five years.

“Given the number of smolt
and fingerlings that are being
placed into the river, I doubt there
is any statistical degree of signifi-
cance in that decline.”

He elaborated, “In relation to
what we’re stocking, 132 salmon
in 2005, 41 salmon in 2010, either
way that’s not many. I would
place no significance that in the
last five years or so there has been
a slight decline. We know we
don’t have the returns we’d like to
have here on the Connecticut.

“However,” LaRoche contin-
ued, “We’ve been engaged for a
number of years in studying the
returns we get and taking samples
from them, and we’ve been able
to use genetics to determine what
families of returning fish are suc-
cessfill. We’re trying to determine
where we're getting success, and
which rivers those families are
returning to. There’s been a long
backlog of data that have not yet
been analyzed.”

LaRoche continued, “This

year, the members of the commis-
sion have come up with funding
to begin the process of analyzing
these samples. We're expecting
the first results of these analyses
to be presented to the CRASC
sometime this winter. This data
will allow us either to edirect or
restrategize the effort, allowing
facts to provide the basis of
changing what we do.”

Meyer allowed, “The CRASC
is now doing some more work
proactively on the other species
they are responsible for: herring
and shad.”

Meyer said on June 22nd, the
Connecticut River coordinator,
Ken Sprankle, reviewed fish pas-
sage numbers and noted the
Tumers Falls fish ladder this year
has passed nearly 14,000
American shad, the most shad
since 1996.

Also at the June 22nd meeting,
Meyer posed the question, “Since
Northfield Mountain had a three
and a half week outage. for the
first time in over a decade, where
they were shut down to dig out
the silt from the reservoir, and

since its pumped storage opera-
tions are the single most immedi-
ate impact on river levels in this
stretch of the Connecticut, have
CRASC or Conte Lab done any
testing or factoring in of that? Did
anyone look into that as the rea-
son for this profound increase in
shad passage at Turners Falls?
No.” said Meyer. “They just
looked at flows through the gate-
house and river temperatures.”
Still, LaRoche maintained this
week, “A lot of good things are
occurring from the Atlantic
Salmon restoration program, with
improved upstream passage bet-
tering the odds for young stur-
geon, blueback herring and shad.”
Meyer countered, “If LaRoche
is defending the salmon program
for helping blueback herring pas-
sage, how would he explain a
total of 92 herring reaching
Holyoke this year, in confrast to
the 310,000 that passed there in
1990? Or returning shad numbers
over the last decade staying at
lows not last seen since 19787
“As a group we’re interested in
all the species,” LaRoche said.

“We have the big picture in
mind.”

But he cautioned, “To make
any major changes in this pro-
gram, we need to move forward
with data. We need to wait for
results. Tt’s our intention to take
those actions that will give us the
best cost benefits in the future.”

Following the meeting, Meyer
said, “The salmon program budg-
et has always been kept obscure,
as it is funded publicly across
three federal agencies and four
state fisheries programs.”

Meyer said he was not chal-
lenged at the CRASC meeting on
June 22nd when he used the fig-
ure $10 million a year for an esti-
mate of the program’s total cost.

This week, LaRoche said, “T
do not have that number at the tip
of my tongue.” when asked how
much the Atlantic salmon restora-
tion program in the Connecticut
River costs annually.

But if Meyer’s estimate of $10
million per annum is fair, then this
year taxpayers paid about a quar-

ter million dollars for Na
<
L=
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Atlantic Geothermal is consid-
ering one other site in
Massachusetts — in Fitchburg —
two sites in Vermont and one in
Maine. The site in Wendell
Depot has the advantage of being
sparsely populated. close to a
transportation corridor and elec-
tric transmussion lines, and mn an
area that could use economic
redevelopment, Reynolds said.
Some financing may come from
pre-selling electricity to commer-
cial customers at $0.04 /KWh.

Reynolds said the plant could
provide electricity for a passen-
ger monorail to Boston.

Ron DiPippo. professor emer-
itus of mechanical engineering at

UMass Dartmouth and an inter-
national consultant in the field of
geothermal energy, reached this
week for comment on Reynold’s
proposal, called it “fantastic.”

“In order to reach the required
temperatures in Massachusetts
you would indeed have to go
something like six miles down.
Geothermal wells have never
been drilled to this depth. It
would require a very large diam-
eter well drilled to that depth —
like drilling the Ted Williams
Tunnel. It is beyond my imagina-
tion. I cannot conceive of that,
especially in Massachusetts,
where the drilling would be very,
very difficult.”

If Reynolds were able to over-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Youths on the Tracks

Tuescay, 6/22

10:22 pm. Report of
three teenagers lay‘i.ug on
the railroad tracks by
Franklin Grocery,
youths gone upon arrival

Friday, 6/25

ing dogs last night.
Sunday, 6/27

6:55 pom. Di.spatd‘)ed to
Unity Park for male sub-
ject trying to jump off
Gill-Montague bridge,
subject transported to

motor vehicle, operating
a motor vehicle with a
suspended license, and
marked lane violations

on Route 2.
Thusesday, 7/1
7:30 p-m.

Citation

come the technical and financial
hurdles of drilling a large diame-
ter shaft to a depth of six miles
through New England granite.
DiPippo said, “Now you would
have to drill horizontally for a
very large distance with off tun-
nels, perpendicular to the main
shaft, and reconnecting to it.,” on
a scale that has never been
attempted, much less achieved,
anywhere else in the world.

But Reynolds insisted in a
phone interview this week that
“more advanced drilling rigs.”
could accomplish the six mile
deep. 345 acre wide project, even
through New England bedrock.

He acknowledged it would
take a two thirds vote of the state
legislature to permit development
in the Wendell State Forest, a
requirement he called “a major
hurdle.”

But he said, “There are facili-
ties of this size, usually encom-
passing separate wells.” (The
largest geothermal system in
operation today is the 955
megawatt Geysers project north
of San Francisco, which takes

Reynolds told the selectboard,
“Now is the time to be develop-
ing new and innovative sources
of energy, before the amount of
available fossil fuel becomes crit-
ically low and the cost of energy
grows suddenly.”

Wendell energy task force
member Jonathan von Ranson
expressed skepticism about such
a large scale project, and how it
might impact the town.

One way it might impact
Wendell is in the revenue depart-
ment. Reynolds said he calculat-

LIVE IN
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EXGAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks
‘Walls Installed - Loam

each returning fish.

ed his geothermal project would
contribute $19 million in annual
tax payments to the town.

Town administrative assistant
Nancy Aldrich said, “That would
be a significant improvement
over what we have.” The town
mns on approximately a $2 mil-
lion annual budget. presently.

Reynolds said his closed loop

see WENDELL page 16
WENDELL

PHOTO CONTEST

A second annual photo
contest will be held coincid-
ing with Wendell Old Home
Day, August 21st.

The theme for this year
will be “Conversations,
Repetition, Revolution.” All
photos should be taken in
Wendell and submitted in
digital format, limit ten sub-
missions per person. The
deadline for submissions is
Monday, August 9th. Photos
should be emailed to: ctex-

8:30 am. Report from Franklin Medical Center. issued to ||| - '
Pratt Street residence Wednesday, 6/30 ‘ advantage of a naturally occur- Tree\:Vonk—Cmqmst—MtﬁdL 1e1; @glnall.clom. ——
regarding barking dogs at  10:13 pm. Arrest of for operating a motor Iing steam field.) Drilling to such | Septic Systems Installed I i i
e Db vehicle with a suspended  depths “has been done in a num- DEMERS esteemed_ Jurors will review
barking dogs. r license and registration  ber of applications for nuclear the submissions and choose a
6:05 pm. Spoke with fourth offense of driving not in possession on tests,” Reynolds maintained. LANDSECAPINGE | |limited number of finalists.
residents at River Street under the influence, West High Street. “We're talking about using the The winner will be voted at
address reparding bark- redkdess operation of a latest technology.” 41 3-863-3652 Old Home Day.
Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 ; 't
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Simple Living Proposal to be Heard by

BY DAVID DETMOLD
WENDELL - On Tuesday, July
13th, at 7 p.m. the board of health
will hold a hearing on an applica-
tion by Jonathan and Susan von
Ranson to be able to construct
and reside in a 750 square foot
non-electric apartment on the
second floor of their recently ren-
ovated barmn.

The von Ransons hope to gain
legal approval for their plan from
all relevant permitting authorities
in order to reduce the environ-
mental impact of their living
space. They have lived before
with a hand pump for well water
and a wood stove for heat and
cooking, and they would like to
live that way again.

Their former home was way
off in the woods, but their pro-
posed apartment would be right

in the center of Wendell, on the
town common. Thus there was no
question of an out of sight, out of
mind approach to relevant build-
ing codes, which presently
require electric wiring, running
water, and a septic system for any
approved living space.

“Tt feels much better using less
energy,” said Jonathan von
Ranson. “We can do a lot better
than being a bigger energy con-
sumer, with relatively little trou-
ble. In fact, it’s an interesting
challenge, finding the appropriate
level of interaction with our
source of heat, our water and toi-
let system. That is all very real to
us. We don’t intend to grow old
without a fight.”

At the same time, von Ranson
said, “We are part of this commu-
nity. We don’t want to be seen as

Board of Health

outside of it in any respect. We
want to have our i’s dotted and
our t’s crossed, bureaucratically.

“Many people would like this
right,”” he added, “and in a sense
we're fighting for them too.”

Toward that end, the von
Ransons have already received
approval from the planning board
for their proposed non-electric
apartment, but that approval was
contingent on their receiving sim-
ilar approval from the board of
health, which had formerly
opposed the idea.

However, the makeup of the
board of health changed in the
spring election, when Jennifer
Fyler unseated Harry Williston.

The planning board, in grant-
ing special permitting approval,
also made that approval contin-
gent on the non-electric apartment

being occupied by Jonathan and
Susan von Ranson themselves.
The planning board’s approval of
the non-conforming apartment
would end when the von Ransons
end their occupancy.

Jonathan von Ranson said the
board of health’s approval would
not be the last stop in their quest
to live simple, legally.

“The board of health is the
most important, but we also have
to get the OK from the building
inspector, the plumbing inspector
and electrical inspector.”

But the von Ransons are not
daunted by the hurdles they still
have to cross. “There is a lot of
support for the proposal.” In a
town of about 1000 people, “We
gathered 230 signatures [from
adults, on a petition supporting
the proposal]. Only a tiny handful
refused to sign it. Most people
said, ‘It’s not legal? Sure, I'll sign

that.” We also have the endorse-
ment of the selectboard,” von
Ranson added.

“We've lost the ability to face
the mechanics of life without the
tools of high technology. People
have to relearn the basics.” He
acknowledged, “Kerosene lamps
are fairly sophisticated things, as
is a masonry cook stove. That’s a
pretty evolved piece of technolo-
gy, and we plan to use a dedicat-
ed flue in the masonry stove
chimney to ventilate the com-
posting toilet, instead of a fan, to
make that system work.”

But in general, a 750 square
foot apartment, well insulated,
with a hand pump connected to a
well, a cook stove, and a com-
posting toilet, call it simple if you
will, “It’s a very suitable and
appropriate way to live in this
society and on this Earth,” von
Ranson said.

Montague Soapbox Races

BY MICHAEL MULLER - The Montague Soapbox Races, to be
held Sunday. September 19th, are gearing up! There are six weeks
left in the racer registration period, which ends Monday, August
16th. We are only accepting 150 racers, so get your application in
soon. We're anticipating a broad range of vehicles, from serious rac-
ers looking to roll the farthest, to carts that resemble bathtubs.

The race rules have changed recently. Cart weights are now grad-
uated based on the age bracket of the racer, and include the weight
of the racer: Kid Racers (8-12) no more than 200 1bs including the
racer; Teen Racers (13-19) no more than 300 Ibs including the racer;
Adult Racers (20+) no more than 400 Ibs including the racer. Racers
are allowed to add weight, such as sand bags, to their vehicles as
long as the total weight is not over the limit.

The track will also be more difficult for all racers...

we have

decided to add hay bale chicanes to the track starting at the bottom
of the hill. Yes, there will be obstacles — zig zags — in the track,
greatly increasing the likelihood of crashes or flips for Adult Racers,
so please, make sure your cart is sturdy and has a low center of grav-

ity.
Good luck to you all!

PEPYNE from pg 5

and flexibility in the application
of the law. However, your origi-
nal request to the committee was
for statements from members
regarding “deliberations,” with
deliberations clearly defined as
“a verbal exchange between a
quorum of members of a com-
mittee.” Yet subsequently, our
lawyer has informed us that
“Ms. Pepyne is requiring said
information even if the conver-
sations occurred without a quo-
rum present at the time of the
conversation.” This would seem
to be a fundamentally different
request that raises the concerns
expressed above.

Such are the complexities of
a well intended law that perhaps

can not be applied to “serial
conversations” without violating
basic norms of free speech and
professionalism.

Finally, T have no doubt that
you are aware of the danger of
the open meeting law being used
as a venue for dragging your
office into petty political con-
flicts involving local officials.
Unfortunately, this appears to be
the case here. Hopefully we can
change the way we elect the
school committee chair so that it
does not become an annual high
stakes melodrama over the sta-
tus of one particular member.
This will reduce the incentive
for complaints like this.

- Jeff Singleton
Montague Center Ng

¢ SALMON from pg 1

tive audience at
W the Great Falls
'Discovery Center.
. The  salmon

- cannot swim
< through the
-aCabot

' Z- W= Station
hydroe]ecmc  turbines in
Montague City to continue up the
canal side of the river, nor can
they leap over the dam. The only
way for them to get north of
Turners is to pass through the fish
ladder located on the bike path

side of the Turners Falls dam.
This year, none did.
Salmon specialist Novak

attributed the diminished salmon
count this year to a lack of winter
snowfall, which meant dimin-
ished spring flooding and less of
a “roadway” for the fish.

Even worse, the 70-77 degree
river temperatures experienced in
our region this spring were too
high, well above the optimal high
50s to high 60s. So when most of
our salmon hit the too-warm
Connecticut River waters, they
just turned around and headed
back to the ocean. Novak said,
where hopefully they’ll survive
to come back during the next
Spawning Season.

Novak said noticeably higher
temperature trends in oceans now
contribute to decreased fish pop-
ulations all across the planet.

Genial and unassuming,
Novak is a Ware native, and he
started his speech with Ware sto-
ries. As a boy, in the era of

unclean water, Novak wondered
why, with all the colors of dis-
charges into the rivers, no matter
where he caught a fish and cut it
open, its flesh was always black.

On Fridays his mom always
said, “No eating fish from the
Ware River.”

Novak developed his boyhood
curiosity into scientific study and
obtained a degree in fisheries
management at Colorado State
University. He went on to work in
national parks and fish and
wildlife facilities. In 1992, he
became manager of the hatchery
in Sunderland.

He described how salmon
instinctually imprint the unique
chemical smells of their home
area, so that years later they can
use their noses to return to the
same waterway to spawn.
Hatchery raised fish are grown in
water at the right temperature,
and get released at the right age
for imprinting to a local area.

Young salmon transform dra-
matically in their second year of
life. They grow larger, and their
kidneys change to be able to
metabolize salt water. Adolescent
salmon head out to sea and travel
to the arctic circle to feast and
double in size. At age four, they
head for their home waters in
North America and Europe.

Novak described how our
original Atlantic salmon popula-
tion declined to nothing and
became extinct in 1798 when the
first Turners Falls dam was built.
By 1961, the Connecticut River
had become an open sewer of

polluted water. Thanks to the pas-
sage of the Clean Water Act, our
waters were restored to relative
health.

With a boost from sports fish-
erman and longtime congressman
Silvio Conte, salmon were re-
introduced into the Connecticut
in 1969 and 1970. In 1974, the
first salmon made it back up
through the Turners Fishway.

Our reintroduced salmon had
started with fish and eggs from
the Penobscot River in Maine,
but with careful management
have developed a gene sequence
1mnique to the Connecticut River
and its tributaries, so they return
here to spawn and nowhere else.

Life is not easy for salimon.
Novak said salmon eggs and
young fall prey to striped bass,
“alpha predators” indigenous to
the Connecticut River, whose
numbers increased dramatically
with a 1985-95 moratorium on
commercial take of the bass in
ocean waters.

Novak believes local salmon
will survive. As he spoke at the
Discovery Center, WGBY public
television broadcast an “Eco-
Exchange” program showing him
speaking to schoolchildren as
they released ready-to-imprint
salmon into Montague’s Sawmill
River, from where they will make
the journey downstream to the
sea.

But how many will survive the
natural and manmade hazards of
the four year round trip to ever
see the waters of the
Sawmill again? !.J
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI

LEONIA, NJ — Q. [ have a
friend who is undergoing radia-
tion treatinents for cancer. I was
wondering how this works.
Doesn't the radiation burn
everything it touches?

Radiation therapy kills can-
cer cells by damaging their
genetic material. This process
prevents the cells from growing.
Radiation attacks all cells in a
targeted area, but most healthy
cells recover when treatment
ends.

When you are given radiation
therapy - also called irradiation,
radiotherapy or x-ray therapy -
physicians attempt to protect the

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Radiation Therapy

good cells by shielding them.
They also limit dosage and
spread out the treatments.

About half of all cancer
patients receive some type of
radiation therapy, which uses
ionizing radiation to kill cancer
cells and shrink tumors. This
therapy can be delivered from
machines outside your body or
from radioactive material insert-
ed into your body.

External radiation is the
most common type used in this
therapy. Internal radiation uses
sealed implants in or near the
tumor. Systemic radiation thera-
py employs unsealed radioac-
tive materials that circulate
throughout the body. In some
cases more than one type of
radiation is prescribed.

External radiation uses a
machine that directs high-ener-
gy rays into the tumor. Most
external radiation is given over
many weeks during outpatient

visits.

Internal radiation (also called
brachytherapy) uses radioactive
metal pellets, seeds, ribbons,
wires, needles, capsules or tubes
that are implanted. In some
cases, patients may have to be
admitted to a hospital for this
procedure. Implants may be left
in the patient temporarily or per-
manently.

Radioactive drugs are used in
systemic radiation. These dugs
can be given by mouth or injec-
tion. Systemic radiation often
requires a brief hospital stay.

Radiation therapy may be
used to treat almost every type
of solid tumor and cancers of
the blood (leukemia) and lym-
phatic system (lymphoma). The
type of radiation used depends
upon many circumstances. such
as the type of cancer and ifs
location.

Radiation therapy also can be
used to reduce pain from cancer.

This is called palliative radia-
tion therapy.

Will radiation therapy make
you radioactive?

External radiation therapy
will not make you radioactive. If
you undergo internal radiation
therapy. your body may give off
a small amount of radiation
briefly.

If the radiation is in a tempo-
rary implant, you will be asked
to stay in the hospital and may
have fto limit visitors during
treatment. Permanent implants
give off small doses of radiation
over weeks. The radiation usual-
ly is confined to the treatment
area: the risk of exposure to oth-
ers is small.

Sometimes doctors recom-
mend that you protect the peo-
ple around you if you have sys-
temic radiation. With this type
of therapy, radioactive materials
can get into your body fluids. In
most cases, safety precautions
must be followed only the first
few days after treatment. Over
time the radiation becomes

Gill Boards Consider Call for Moratorium on [arge Scale Biomass Plants

BY DAVID DETMOLD
GILL - The board of health in
Gill will consider signing on to a
letter calling for a statewide
moratorium on all large scale bio-
mass plants authored by the
Montague board of health next
week, and the selectboard has
asked to look at the letter with of
a view of endorsing it as well.
Randy Crochier, who chairs
the Gill health board and also
serves on the selectboard, distrib-
uted a copy of the letter from
Montague’s health board at the
July 6th selectboard meeting.
Referring to Pioneer
Renewable Energy’s proposed 47
megawatt biomass plant, planned
for the Greenfield industrial park,
on the west bank of the Fall
River, the letter from the
Montague board states,
“Notwithstanding the project’s
reliance upon old standards and
inconsistent  measures, Wwe
believe that particulate matter
impact alone should require con-
siderably more review and base-
line data gathering. Without
knowing where we actually start-
ed, we can only guess at the dete-
rioration in air quality we are
being asked to accept. At a mini-

mum and in the absence of any
larger commitment to analyzing
long term public health impacts,
there needs to be at least a 12
month baseline analysis of ambi-
ent air quality for all pollutants
using on-site and Tumers Falls
monitors.”

The letter was circulated to
boards of health in surrounding
towns, including Bernardston,
Erving, and Wendell, as well as to
state officials.

In other news., highway
department superintendent Mick
LaClaire told the selectboard his
crew had completed oil and stone
work on town roads for the year,
taking advantage of what he
called good weather (Hot!).
South Cross, half of North Cross,
Hoe Shop Road, and a small sec-
tion of Center Road. including
Lyons Hill Road were resurfaced,
with LaClaire returning to spread
stone by hand on some sections
where the oil had bled through.

The board approved
LaClaire’s recommendation to
advance employee John Miner’s
pay rate by 69 cents an hour,
retroactive to the end of April, to
meet a verbal commitment given
Miner by former administrative

assistant Tracy Rogers to meet an
$18 hour pay rate after he passed
his six month probationary peri-
od.

“He’s proven himself” said
LaClaire. “I give him high
marks.”

LaClaire said he had enough
money embargoed from FY ‘10
($289) and enough money avail-
able by “begging and borrowing”
from various projects in his FY
‘11 budget to afford Miner’s raise
without further appropriation
from the town.

Forty five or fifty more
Riverside residents will need to
complete a household income
survey in order for the town of
meet the 95% return rate required
to apply for Community
Development Block Grant fund-
ing to replace pumps and other
mechanicals at the pump house in
the Riverside Water District. The
income range of the households
that have responded so far indi-
cate the town would be able to
qualify for CDBG funds for the
project, but only if the 95% return
rate for Riverside residents is
met. A second letter with the sur-
vey form (which takes about one
minute to fill out, according to

selectboard member Ann
Banash) was mailed out last
week.

The selectboard members said
they would walk the neighbor-
hood and knock on doors encour-
aging residents to fill out the
form. if need be.

“Sooner or later, the work
needs to be done.” said adminis-
trative assistant Ray Purington.
“The more we can get done with
grant money the better.”
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weaker and your body gets rid
of it.

If vou have a question, write
fo fred@healthvgeezer.com

q;ea,t Falls
Mavket

Wednesdays

2 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine
May thru October
Avenue A & 2nd Street
Local Produce, Native
Corn, Grass Feed Beef.
Eggs, Bake Goods, Crafts
& more
New Vendors Contact Don

413-336-3648

Ad sponsored by
the Franklin Community Cooperative

THE

SHAD

= W—J
Breakrast, Lunce & DINNER
DAILY SPECIALS
SEAFOOD
HOMEMADE COOKING

Sours & PiEs
SUNDAY BREAHFAST 7 - 2

7 Avinve A | 863-9636

//M/ciear c?o’.\
O o TG

QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT

{| wiNDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

Mass. Contractor Req.# 107 141
Mass. License #059565

[1

A% Bl JOE GRAVELINE

A——

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.

54 Main Street
P.O. Box 729
Greenfield, MA 01302

Jonathan Abbeott
551/ Disability Attorney

If you can’t work, let
me work for you.

got enlightenment?

we're here to help

JOHNNY AUSTIN

Sales Representative

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678
Fax (413) 774-5746

tel: (413) 253-0052 Ambherst, MA

In Home Appointments
jabbottesq@verizon.net

HIMALAYAN VIEV S

Thur to Sun - 10 - 6
South of MagicWings on 5/10 665-5550 tibetanplaza.com

&TLC *L

TURNS LAWN CARE

Spedializing in all aspects of Lown and Property Mointenance.
Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
“Going Away for Vacation?
Leave the Lawn care to Us
Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured
45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

&

29 G Street, Turners Falls {:‘1
Open Tue, Thurs, Fri
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers i
Gift Certificates ~ 413-863-2888
Available Bougn ;%,'?, %

Private Room /vailable
Tue Courch STREET HoME

24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301

A retirement home for indcpenllcnf senior
women of Franklin County since 1942,

Family—st.\':e n:ea's, beautiful smmun&iugs.
and the security of a hostese on (}uty at all timee.

Visitors ahways welcome!

(413) 713-71252
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BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB-
MASON

MONTAGUE CENTER - By
10:00 in the morning, it was
already blistering hot. Guests
were arriving at the Bartlett
home to celebrate the success of
Beverly’s EcoSprouts clothing
line. Following the walkway to
the back of the house, the
arrivals passed golden balloons
dancing next to easels display-
ing glossy photos of toddlers,
bouncing, playing hopscotch
and catching Frisbees. The
sound of a chamber quartet
playing from seats in the sunken
patio drifted across the lawn,
and caterers circulated with

trays of chocolate-covered
strawberries and raspberry
tartlets.

% GO GREEN FAMILY

Episode 18: Rebellious Daughter
Relieved that all the comn-
had been

struction debris

mers...” Damn, the whole photo-
voltaic system embedded in the

\_ Software Engineer Business Owner

Bartlett Family

3 ) By
p @Y A

!
Beverly, 52

O\
»
)

_._H_

AN
\'\

Jayden, 16 Cbnnor, 14
J

Gerry, 59

cleared away in time for the big
event. Getry stood on the mani-
cured lawn and gazed at the
gleaming new roofs on the
house and garage. As his next-
door neighbor headed his way.
Gerry braced himself for the
question he knew was coming.
“Whoa, Gerry, I can’t believe
you had to replace BOTH those
roofs! Your house can’t be any
older than. what, ten years old?”
the man observed. Gerry tried to
sound matter-of-fact as he deliv-
ered the answer he’d prepared.
“The house roof was starting
to leak—we just decided to bite
the bullet and do both at once.”
But Gerry’s own thoughts
were running along the lines of,
“20-year power output...triple
junction cells... modules encap-
sulated in UV stabilized poly-

new shingles was state-of-the-art.
Inside the garage were lots of
dials and gauges—he was just
itching to show them off. But the
installation wasn’t exactly by the
book—best to keep quiet about it
while the Go Green Family folks
were around.

Meanwhile, as guests arrived
at the canopy tent in the back
yard, Jayden Bartlett. wearing a
sleeveless shift that revealed her
new dragonfly shoulder tattoo,
greeted each one and gritted her
teeth. Helping out at this party
was not her idea of fun. And after
overhearing her dad lie about the
roof she had zero respect for him.
As soon as she saw an opportuni-
ty, Jayden slipped behind the
garage, yanked out her cell
phone, and began tapping out a
text message to Alex Tinker:

“hig? The festival was a

blast! fun 2 meet f2f. be cool
2 go out with u, even tho my
parents would go ballistic.
Im ready to disown them

anyway’

In a minute, Alex’s answer
arrived: “Yeah,lets hookup
again soon. Ruok? Whats
up?”

Jayden answered: “Dad
found out how obscene r
energy use is & we all got
stuck about what 2 do 4 the
challenge. No 1 will listen to
a single suggestion I hav 4
saving electricity!”

Then Jayden added: “My dad
decided 2 tear off r roof 2 put
in solar pv shingles. He
wants us 2 pretend that its
just a replacement asphalt

roof. He's hooking it up him-
self-not legal!!”

Alex replied: “think yll get
caught?”

Jayden texted back:
“Uh,yeah! LOL. U hav my
permission 2 rat out r family
2 Sam 1 & the ggf people. 1
hope he gets caught & ur
family wins. I h8 my family!”

Key to text messages abbrevi-
ations: HIG: How’s it going?;
F2F: face to face; PV: photo-
voltaic; LOL: laughing out
loud; RUOK: are you ok?;
H8: hate; GGF: Go Green
Family; UR: your; YLL:
you'll

Continued next issue

Nature Notes

uly: Things to See, Hear and Do

BY JEN AUDLEY
TURNERS FALLS -
In July, look for:

The new moon on July 11th,
and the full moon on July 25th.
The three brightest stars in the
summer sky form a triangle —
look for them now, when the stars
are bright and the moon is small.
Their names are Deneb, Altair,
and Vega.

The Country Plagens present Lewnen & Lowe’s

Day Lilies. These hardy plants
are in full bloom right now. Look
for them in yards, along road-
sides, and in many of the side-
walk planters on Avenue A in
Turners Falls. They started
blooming early this year, and
each flower lasts only one day.
but healthy plants produce many
flowers, so the show should go
on throughout the month. (Look

Join us at the Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA
Friday and Saturday evenings July 9, 10, 16 & 17 at 8 p.m.
Sunday Matinee’ July 18 at 2 p.m.

www. countryplayers.org

also for other lilies, such as
Turk’s Cap and Wood Lilies,
along the bikepath and on the
Montague Plains, respectively.)
Summer sounds. Notice
changes in the insect chorus —
including katydids, cicadas, and
crickets — as the season wears
on. At might, listen for signs of
animals that are more active in
the dark than during the day: for
instance, raccoons, OpoSSUmSs,
skunks, coyotes, foxes, flying
squirrels, and owls.

Berries. This year it seemed as if
all the berries started ripening at
once: local raspberries, blueber-
ries., and blackberries are all out
there for the picking (or for pui-
chase at your favorite farmers
market) right now. Look for
berries and other types of fruit
forming on wild plants now, too —
and, as beiry season hits its peak,
notice how many different ani-
mals enjoy these sweet treats.
The sunset, happening right now
at about 8:30 p.m., but closer to
8:00 by the end of the month. The
sun rises around 5:15 a m. now,

edging toward 5:30 at the begin-
ning of August

Learn more:
Morning Nature Walks
Fridays and Sundays, 8:00-5:30 a.m.
Start your day off observing
nature in Turners Falls! These are
leisurely explorations of level
paved bike trails and village side-
walks, led by a Department of
Conservation and Recreation
interpreter. Meet outside the main
entrance to the Great Falls
Discovery Center at 8 am. —
leave early if you need to. Free.

Explore the Montague Sandplain Hike
Saturday, July 10th, I-00 a.m.-1 00 p.m.

Here’s a chance to explore a
unique habitat designed by fire
and sand. Join Interpreter Janel
Nockleby for an introduction to
the fauna, flora, and geology of
this amazing and threatened habi-
tat. Find: Sand  dunes!
Blueberries! Wood Lilies! Scrub
oak! Pitch Pine! Easy-to-interme-
diate difficulty. Bring water. bug
repellant, and sunscreen. Free,
but registration is required.
Carpools will leave from the
Great Falls Discovery Center.
Call 413-863-3221.

Water Under the Bridge Bike Ride

Saturday, July 24th, Il 00 a.m.-1-00 p.m.
White bridge, red bridge,
green bridge, one way, which
way, fishway? Join interpreter
Janel Nockleby for a leisurely
bike tour along the Twrners Falls
Bike Path, highlighting the histo-
1v of the bridges in Turners Falls
and Montague City. Come leamn
about the many challenges asso-
ciated with gefting over the
Connecticut River. Free. Meet at
the main entrance to the Great
Falls Discovery Center. For more
information, call 413.863.3221.

A Taste of Industrial Archeology
Thursday, July 15th; 7-00 - 8:30 p.m.

A short walk with Albert
Shane, curator of the Museum of
our Industrial Heritage in
Greenfield, to explore two sites
near the Discovery Center: the
John Russell Cutlery Company
and the Montague Paper
Company foundations. Please
wear appropriate footwear. Meet
at the Discovery Center. Free.

Birds and Poets

Sunday, July Z5th; 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Come learn about the birds of

the Connecticut River Watershed

and the poets who have loved

them. At the Discovery Center.

Free.
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Propane
Filling
Station

ANID

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)

Route 2, Gill —

(L)

Groonﬂeld‘ -
Co-operative g
Bank A

A Great Financial Partner ‘

BestLocalBank.com
Reach All Locations 772-0293

Greenfield « Northfield = Sunderland

MEMEER FDIC
MEMBER SIF

JENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owner

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

Full service market
Fresh Local Produce
Beer & Wine

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105

LOCALSERVICE « NATIONAL STRENGTH
MetlLife

TIMPREVOST - Mortgage Consultant
413-773-8984

tprevost@metlife.com

MetLife Home Loans

Al lans subjec! to approval Certain condifions and fees apply. Mortage fnancing provided by
Mefife Home Loans, a divison of Medife Bank, N.A. Equal Housing Lender £2008 METLIFE, INC.
PEANUTS 2 United Feature Syndicate, Inc. LOS0E6294fxp0S09][Al States][DC]

7 Kimberly Lane
Turners Falls

413-522-6119

LENDER BC1

Christopher J. Morin, owner

¢jmorin2011@yahoo.com

TREE SERVICE

Licensed and Insured
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN

THURSDAY,
JULY 8th

Deja Brew,
Wendell:  Free
Range, 8 to 10
p-m. Rock out with

Betsy, Mark and
Bruce to classic
Rock and Dance
Music.

THURSDAY TO
SATURDAY,
JULY 8th to 10th
All shows begin
promptly at 10:30
am. in Theatre 14, Mendenhall Center for
the Performing Arts, Northampton. Tickets
$7 -at the door. Groups of 25 or more $5
each. Box Office: (413) 587-3933.
www.newcenturytheatre. org/paintbox html

FRIDAY, JULY 9th

No Strings Manonette Company puppet
show performs Field of Faeries in
Peskeomskut Park, Turners Falls, 10 am.

Camegie Library in case of rain. Free. For
children and adults of all ages.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase
Group: 9 to 11 pm. Acoustic driven ongi-
nals.

Millers Pub, Millers Falls: Karaoke with
Dirty John. 659-3391.

still prowdly
BROWN RIC

The Winterpills perform at the free day-iong Peskeomskut Park Festival on
Saturday, July 10th in Turners Falls. See ad page 8 or wuwnmpeskeomskaut.com.

Classical music concert by Mark Fraser,
cello, Sooka Wang, piano in the Warwick
Town Hall Suggested donation $5 to $10.
7:30 pm.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

JULY 9th & 10th

The Counfry Players present Lemer and
Loewe's Brigadoon at the Shea Theater,
Tummers Falls. Directed by Amy R
Connelly, music direction by Amy
Crawford, choreography by Hayley
Descavich. Continues July 16, 17, 18.
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday
at 2 pm. Call (413) 863-2281 ext 1 for tick-
ets; $12/ $10 seniors over 65 and under
18. Group rates available.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

JULY 9th & 10th

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: National
Velvet. Classic “girl-and-her-horse” tale for
all ages. Elizabeth Taylor, 1945, color, G,
123 min. Music before the movie at 7 pm.

SATURDAY, JULY 10th

Explore Barton cove by boat and foot with
Elisabeth Famsworth. 9 am. 10 1 p.m.
Paddle two locations in Barton Cove. For
ages 12 and older. Gall (800) 859-2960 fo
register.

Peskeomskut Park Festival: a day of music
and arts to benefit The Shea Theater,
Tumers Falls. Free admission. Craft Fair
10 to 6 p.m., music noon to 9 p.m. “‘Re-
cycle” bike sale, 10 fo 2 p.m. Local food,
brew and more! www peskeomskut com.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Tobacco
Valley Rollers, old school honky-tonk. 9:30
p.m. No cover.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett Anderson, 9-
11 p.m. Renegade Blues.

THURSDAY, JULY 15th

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wailin® Dave
Robinson, Tommy Filault & Co_, 8 to 10
p.m. Blues Based Roots Music.

IENT

FRIDAY, JULY 16th
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Ghost Quartet, 9:30 p.m. $3.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie,
9 to 11 p.m. Singing all your favorite
Johnny Cash tunes and many more.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,

JULY 16th & 17th

Pothole Pictures, Shelbume Falls:
Midnight Cowboy. Dustin Hoffman,
Jon Voight, directed by John
Schlesinger. Onginal, unique film,
unusual relationship in gntty New
York City. 1969, color, R, 113 min.
Music before the mowvie, 7 p.m.

JACK COUGHUIN ILLUSTRATION

SATURDAY, JULY 17th

Montague Farm Cafe, a free family-
friendly meal with activifies. Noon to
3 p.m. Continues each Saturday till
7/31. Call Karen: 367-5275 if you
want to come, need a nde, or want to
volunteer some time or garden sur-
plus.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Rockit Queer dance parfy. 9:30 p.m.
$3.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love, 9 to 11
p-m. Singing all the great covers from the
‘60s & 70s just the way you remember
them.

SUNDAY, JULY 18th

Great Falls Farmers Market noon to 4 p.m.
on the corner of 2nd Street and Ave A in
Turners Falls. Interested vendors can con-
tact Don: (413) 336-3648 or just show up!
Set up time: 11:30 am.

Sunday Moming Nature Walk. Start your
day off nght, observing nature in Tuers
Falls! Leisurely explore level paved bike
fralls and village sidewalks. Participants
will meet outside the main entrance to the
Discovery Genter at 8 am.

MONDAY, JULY 19th
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: B-I-N-G-
O! Come win stuff! Free, 8 pm.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21st

The Rendezvous, Tumers Falls:
Quizmasah Chad'’s Quiznite Quiz! 8 p.m.
Make a team!

SATURDAY, JULY 24TH

North Orange Day Celebration. Part of
Orange's Bicentennial Gelebration, a day
long schedule of activities beginning with a
parade (11 a.m.) and finishing with Orange
Gommunity Band, 7 p.m. in Goddard Park
fo commemorate the events that led up to

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS — Drop-in, 3 to 6 pm.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3to 6 p.m.
THURS — Drop-in, 3fo 6 pm.
& Movie Night, 6to 8 pm.

Free (exceept some trips), open fo Jocal
teens. Sorme require permission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559,
Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House
24 'Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376

and made possble the formation of the
present Town of Orange two hundred
years ago. Refreshments served in
Goddard Park throughout the day.
Throughout the afternoon children’s
games and pony ndes .

ONGOING

Four young local artists and photographers
exhibit their onginal pieces from their men-
toring work with local artist, Daniel A
Brown. They are Burl Derdenan, age 8;
Liam McRae, age 14; Sierra Waite, age 15,
and Stefan Walker, age 12. At Green
Fields Market, Greenfield through July
31st. Public reception on Tuesday, July
27th, 5 to 7p.m. Info: (413) 774-2814.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Great Falls Farmers Market On the lawn
near the Discovery Center, Avenue
A Tumers Falls. 2 to 6 p.m. Rain or shine
every Wednesday.

FRIDAYS

Early Morning Nature Walk beginning at
the Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls. Start your day off nght, observing
nature in Tumners Falls! Leisurely explore
level paved bike frails and village side-
walks. Participants will meet outside the
main entrance fo the Discovery Genter at 8
am. Continues Fridays through July.

GREENFIFLD
CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main St. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas.net
Showtimes for

Friday, July 9th to Tuesday, July 13th
1. TOY STORY 3 (2D)
G in DTS sound
DATLY 12:00 2:15 4;307:00 9:20
2. DESPICABLE ME (3D)
PG in DTS sound
DAILY 12:00 2:15 4:30 7:00 9:20
3. THE LAST AIRBENDER
in 3D PG
DAILY 12:00 2:15 4:30 7:00 9:20
4. GROWN UPS PGI13
DAILY 12:15 3:15 645 9:15
5. KNIGHT AND DAY PGIl3
DATLY 12:15 3:15 645 9:15
6. TWIGHLIGHT SAGA:
ECLIPSE PGI13 in DTS sound
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30
7. PREDATORS
R in DTS sound
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30

Sunday Farmers Market
Avenue A and 2nd St.
Great Falls
Fresh from the Grower
to You!

July 18th
Noon -4 p.m.

Info call: 413-336-3648

A Taste of ltaly

We Deliver Now
Thursday - Sunday
Nights

Frioth 7:30 pm The Relics
Jimmy Buffet - style songs of the 7oy and sos

) p.m.
Frlduys and Sutur{inys nl 10:00 p.m.

413-423-3100
20 French King Highway (Route 2) Erving

Full Liguor License

Memorial Hall Theater

POIHOLE PCTURES

July 9th & 10th
NATIONAL VELVET
A sweet tender film about coming of age and
breaking bammers. Elizabeth Taylor, Mickey
Rooney. 1974. Color. G. 123 min.
July 16th & 17th
MIDNIGHT COWBOY
Unusual relationship in gritty Mew York. Dustin
Hoffman, Jon Vight 1969. Color. R. 113 min.

Music 1/2 hour before the movie

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

I B EEEE R

Friday, 7/9 9 to 11 p.m.
| Richard Chase Group, Acoustic

Eric Love, *60 & *70’s Covers

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the chdcﬂ' Country Storc

GOAAAAL!

Friday 7/9
FASHION PEOPLE - 9:30PM | FREE

Saturday 7/10
TOBACCO VALLEY ROLLERS
[old school honky-tonk) - 9:30 | FREE

Sunday 7/11
TNT Karaoke 8pm-12am FREE

WORLD CUP
WEEKEND!

i Uruguay

Germany ™4
July 10 | 2:30PM
Finak

= Metherlands VS, Spain =
July 1112:30PM

® games onthe BIG SCREEN @

22 | 78 THRD STREET
TURNERS FALLS, MA

RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM
TEL:413-863-2866

CALL 863-8666

Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

Tree Climbing Specialist + Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding + Practicing Fine Arboriculture
Residential / Commercial / Municipal

60 Ft. Aerial Lift « Brush Chippina
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. *Insurance and Liabilitys

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM ,’:,

Matthew Edwards
Certified Arborist

Wendell, MA

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Comrfies Vg

TeLerHONE 413.863.9299
email: camagehouse@signedinstone.com

65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

+ Clay/Stone Seculpture

« Potfery

« [Fine Art Drawings and
Paintings

BY CHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

People often come to see us
hecause their parents

and their grandparents did.
We're proud to have

that kind of loyalty,

and we wark hard to keep it. —
- Gary and Nancy Melen

*‘The perfect remembrance®

Negus & Taylor, Inc.
Monuments ng*

L% engrave
meniories

I that last Sforever

"lnboujt Face

Computer Solunons

omputer Repair

413.367.0025

Network Installation/ Maintenance

info@about_facecomputers.com

Ij(:'ustom PCs
T Support & Consulting

p e
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

D —
I_E COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

_ _ Shocks + Tires ¢ Batteries + Starters
B ~w Struts* Tune- -ups * Brakes ¢ Qil Change
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

¢ 413-863-2236
FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051
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WENDELL from page 11

for new home
purchases June-July

i

est deal around!
today for more details.

Franklin Countys #1 Lender

413-774-3191 or 413-549-3660
apply online: www.greenfieldsavings.com

energy mine would have a poten-
tial life expectancy of thousands
of years. Once the plant is in
operation. it would mn off the
system’s own power, a sort of
grand perpetual motion device,

More information is at the
Atlantic Geothermal website,
AtlanticGeothermal.com.

In other news, the selectboard
signed appointment slips for fis-
cal 2011, including five members
of the newly constituted energy
committee: Laurie Didonato,
Gloria Kegeles, Paul Costello,
Betsy Ames. and Mary Thomas.
Alternates are Joe Laur, and Nan
Riebschlaeger.

The Friends of the Wendell
Library made a $10,000 donation
to the library, half of which librar-
ian Rosie Heidkamp said would
be used to fund start up costs for
automating the library’s circula-
tion system, to allow for more
efficient tracking of materials.

The rest will support museum
passes, programming, DVDs,
books and books on CD, the
Teens and Tweens program, and
maintenance for the public access
computers.

The selectboard renewed the
town’s energy contract with the
Hampshire Regional Energy
Collaborative. That contract is
still saving the town money on its
electric bills.

Selectboard member Dan
Keller said New Salem does not
seem to be interested in a North
Quabbin equipment sharing
cooperative, but Warwick has
expressed interest. Road boss
David Bock has been going to
meetings about equipment shar-
ing at the FRCOG and reports
FRCOG is “one step ahead” of
the North Quabbin region in this
regard.

Do they have any drilling rigs
that can reach 30.000
feet?

BRIGADOON from page 9

interlopers from the 20th century
who wander into this town caught
in time. His traveling companion
Tommy (Warren) is plays the
thoughtful romantic to Jeff’s
cynic, the two play off each other
in other ways, with Tommy strug-
gling to have faith in what he
believes and Jeff arguing for
rationality, even in the midst of
their tryst in what must be a
never, or at least a hardly ever
land.

The cast ranges from elders
who have been part of the
Country Players for many years,
to young people who have just
started performing. Jack Amot,
playing a village elder, M.
MacLaren, has been with the
Country Players for almost 30
years. We are lucky to have as our
musical director the talented Amy
Crawford, whom I have known in
the past as the accompanist for
the GCC Chorus. She has worked
as musical director for many pre-
vious shows. Also, I must give
credit to the talented choreogra-
pher, Haley Descavich, who has
worked tirelessly to make us all
look good while we dance.

I must say something about the
kids who are taking part in the
show. They are serious minded
and professional in their approach
to the show even as they lend a

ualifying guidelines: For the purchase of owner occupied one family primary residences '@Equal Housing Lender spirit of carefree fun to our
28 P P Y P Y P

in Franklin and Hampshire County. Excludes second homes, blanket morrgages, new con-
struction and refinances. Applications must be received by the Bank no lacer than July 31st.
All deadlines firm. This offer is subject to change or cancellation at any time.

Member FDIC
Member DIF

rehearsals and The young people
in the cast demonstrate the kind
of joy in performance that only

the unselfconscious can display.
Among them, Stone Dresser, a
fine dancer and charming young
man, helps lend a spirit of care-
free fun to our rehearsals.
Spencer Hubert, an eighth grader
at Great Falls Middle School,
sings and dances like a pro.
Eighth grader Sarah Rose Aden
from Erving and seventh grader
Hannah Winans of Conway are
already old pros at musical the-
ater, while William Anderson
Gregory, whose love of dance is
infectious, will be taking the stage
for the first time. His father,
Weldon Gregory, is returning to
the stage for the first time in 20
years, since high school.

Meanwhile, Gail Villieneuve
has been busy working on cos-
tumes for the players, assisted by
Sharon Weyers and Judy Delany.
Judy is married to Bob Delany. a
veteran of many Country Players
performances, who plays Mr.
Lundy in the show.

So it seems that I have now
joined a very large family, one
that loves to sing and dance and
play. We are in final rehearsals
this week, opening in just a few
days. I hope you all will come to
see the show.

There will be five performanc-
es, Friday and Saturday evenings,
July 9th and 10th, 16th and 17th
at 8 pm. at the Shea Theater in
Tumers Falls, with a matinee on
Sunday, July 18th at 2 pm.
Reservations can be made

by calling 413-863-2281.
L

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist
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COMPANY
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Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 » Home: 413-863-4568

EmaiL: MARYLOU@C OHNANDCOMPANY.COM

LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11:30 - 2:30 * DINNER TUES - SAT, 5 -9
SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER S - 8

Terry Sicard

PHONE 413-774-3150 * 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD Sales Associate
WWW.HOPEANDOLIVE.COM

Bics,

159 AVENUE A
TurNERS FALLS, Mass. 01376

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
HOME (413) 863-2191
FAX (413) 863-9658

B\ YourLocal John Deere Dealer
for49 Years

JoHN DEERE 413-367-2481

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.
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Wednesday Wine Specials

MOVIES

GREAT ITALIAN FOOD
Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441

Glass §5, Bottle $20, Appetizers $10






