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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
CONWAY, NH - They 
might not call themselves 
the Clamshell Alliance 
any more, but the New 
England-wide network of 
organizers who once used 
Gandhian tactics of non
violent direct action to 
mobilize tens of thou
sands to stop the Seabrook 
nuke in the mid-70s 
decided last weekend to 
reactivate to shut down 
Vermont Yankee. 

Gathering last week
end at a retreat at the 
World Fellowship Center, 
neai· Conway, NH, in the 
foothills of the White 
Mountains, former 
Clamshell organizers wel
comed a delegation from 
the Safe and Green 
Cainpaign, activists who 
live in proximity to 
Vermont Yankee. 

The Safe ai1d Green 
Cainpaign (safeandgreen
campaign.org) has been 
working for several years 
in towns within a 25-mile 
radius of the plant to build 
support for the decommis
sioning of the Vernon, VT 
nuke at the expiration of 
its original 40-yeai· oper
ating license. 

First, a little history. 
In 1977, tl1e grassroots 

Clamshell Alliance found 
itself squarely at odds 
with the administration of 
New Hamsphire governor 
Meldrim Thompson, the 
editorial board of the 
statewide Manchester 
Union Leader, and the 

powerful apparatus of the 
state police, aimories and 
comts, all deployed to 
stop Clamshell's peaceful 
takeover of the site of 
planned twin nuclear 
reactors in Seabrook, next 
door to Hampton Beach. 
Two thousand people, 
trained in non-violence 
and organized into affinity 
groups, occupied the site 

• of the Seabrook nuke on 
May 1st of that year. The 
next day, Thompson 
ordered the state police to 
cleai· the site, and 1414 
Clams were airested and 
locked up in armories 
around New Hampshire 
for the next two weeks. 

''I 111ill block out time... to be there in solidarity with my brothers 
and sisters in Greater Vernon. " - Ren'!)' Cushing (above, center) 

former NH state legislator from Seabrook, NH 

In the glare of publici
ty that followed, a world
wide anti-nucleai· move
ment was born, which 
gained strength following 
the core melt accident at 
Three Mile Island in 
Hanisburg, PA in March 
of 1979. 

In America, following 
Three Mile Island, more 
than a hundred planned 
nukes were cancelled 
(including Seabrook Unit 
II), ai1d no new nucleai· 
plants were ordered until 
the effort to revive the 
moribund commercial 
nuclear power industry 
began in eai·nest under the 
second George Bush and 
Obama administrations. 

Now, in Vermont, anti
nuclear activists find 
themselves for the first 
time in alliance with the 

Ekstrom Optin1istic 
About District Improvement 
BY ELLEN Ekstr·om by Lynda Foisey 
BLANCHETTE & of DESE that it could 
CHRISTOPHER take as long as three yeai·s 
SAWYER- to move from Level 4 to 
LAU<;ANNO Level 3 status. They 

The towns of Gill ai1d added that the conditions 
Montague sent letters required to show 
signed by members of tl1e improvement continue to 
selectboai·ds to the school change and that the 
committee expressing school district and towns 
concern over the continu- have already worked hard 
ing Level 4 status of the to improve. The town 
school district. (The full leaders expressed their 
text appears on page need for a better under
four.) The content of standing of this process 
these letters was dis- and asked that the school 
cussed at the July 19 committee ask DESE to 
school committee meet- respond by having a 
ing and led to a wide dis- meeting with them in a 
cussion of options of how large venue so town resi
to respond. dents and interested par-

The town officials ties could attend. 
asked that the school Members of the school 
committee request a visit 
from Department of 
Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
(DESE) officials. In their 
letters, the town officials 
said, "We believe the 
school committee, district 
administration, town offi
cials and the community 
as a whole all have an 
obligation to be better 
informed and more 
involved in improving the 
educational qualities of 
our district." Selectboard 
members said they con
tinue to feel that they 
have not gotten sufficient 
explanations from DESE 
regarding why the district 
continues to be consid
ered Level 4 and espe
cially responded to a 
statement made to interim 
superintendent Nadine 

committee were sympa
thetic to the position of 
the towns but, as Jennifer 
Waldron of Gill put it, 
"We've already asked 
DESE to meet with us 
and they've said no." Jeff 
Singleton said he agreed 
with the town officials 
and felt the state should 
meet with the towns as 
requested. There was 
consideration of the 
school committee 
responding to the letters 
from the towns by sug
gesting they request the 
meeting themselves since 
the school committee's 
request had been rejected. 
Singleton introduced a 
motion that the school 
committee join with the 
towns in requesting a 

see EKSTROM pg 9 
see CLAMS pg 18 
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Wendell Welcomes Kemsley Academy Students 

BY SAM LETCHER 
TURNERS FALLS - Not 
many people know The 
Trip to Bountiful as a play, 
but rather as a movie. But 
that didn't stop the actors 
from tl1e Thespis Theatre 
Compai1y from producing 
and performing the origi
nal. In actuality, the play 
came first, but did not 
receive nearly as much 
renown as the movie. The 
Thespis Company, out of 
lower Vermont, first pro
duced Bountiful last 
March and has recently 
brought their troupe down 
to the Shea Theatre in 
Turners Falls. 

The show itself is only 
an hour-and-a-half long, 

The Bountiful Stars (I tor) Nancy Stephens, Jim Bombicino 
and Nan Mann 

and rnns without a break. fact, because tllere are 
This is, however, not a very few scene changes, 
problem because the pace Bountiful can easily be 
at which the production viewed without an inter
moves ai1d the flow of mission and still leave the 
action within scenes is 
extremely enjoyable. In see SHEA page 14 

Barbara Caruso, Jenf!J Kemslry and Jayme Dwan-Clem 

BY CHRIS QUEEN some fancy maneuvers Pioneer Valley. The setting 
When the founder of with the town's jester-in- was a welcome reception 

Wendell's new multi-cul- chief, Paul Richmond, it and potluck at the Wendell 
tural school, Mai·k looked like Kemsley Free Library on Sunday 
Kemsley, picked up jug- Academy had made a suc-
gling balls and traded cessful landing in the see KEMSLEY pg 16 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

Dreamy 

Kingdra 
My name is Kingdra and I'm a 

two-year-old domestic long hair 
cat in need of a good home. I'm a 
pale orange girl with the broad 
blunt face and fluffy coat that sug
gests some Persian in my lineage. 
I was a stray found in a basement, 
but you can see I am in this world 
to be your best girl. I'm a cheerful, 
affectionate little gal - I give 
head-butts and kisses; I love to be 
held; and I will pun and ptlff until 
I fall asleep snuggled up with you. 
I know we are going to be so 
happy together - we'll play and 
laugh, I'll show you how I pounce, 
and you can tell me about your 
hopes and dreams. I'm ready to 
bring you all the joy a cat can 
bring, and believe me, that is a 
huge amount of joy. I will take 
such good care of you! To find out 
more about adopting me, please 
contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-9898 
or via email:info@dpvhs.org. 

APER! 
17th 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~ 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 
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(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
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ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Civil War Presentation to be Rescheduled 

The special presentation by 
Jan Ross and Brad Peters about 
Civil War Battlefields and 
Artifacts, originally scheduled for 
July 25th at 7:00 pm. had been 
postponed. The event to be hosted 
by the Friends of the Erving 
Public Library will be resched
uled later this year. Other upcom
ing Erving Public Library pro
grants include: sto1y hours, junior 
book club, Mad Science's Fire 

and Ice, a John Root Concert, 
Natural Cosmetics by cosmetolo
gist Luc Bodin, and more. For 
more info1mation about progrants 
ai1d the summer reading program, 
visit the library, call (413) 423-
3348, or visit our blog at e1ving
publiclibrary. wordpress. com. 
Now Open Sunday, 1 to 4 pm, 
Monday, 1 to 7 p.m, Wednesday, 
l O a.m. to 4 p m. and Thursday, l 
to 7p.m. 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 

Stratealc Plannln Survey, Summer Hours 
Take our Planning Smvey: 

Eve1y five years the libraiy is 
required by the Board of Libraiy 
Commissioners to update its 
Strategic Plan. Please pick up a 
sruvey at the libra1y or find a 
copy on the MontagueM.A web 
site (www.montaguema net). We 
thank you for your help. 

The Cainegie Library in 
Tmners Falls is now closed on 
Saturdays until after Labor Day. 
We ai·e open Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday 1:00 to 8:00 pm, 
Thursday 1:00 to 5:00 pm and 
Friday 10:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. 
Visit montaguepubliclibrai'ies.org 
for more infonnation and events. 

LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 

Music and Art on Display 
Thursday evenings are musi

cal outdoors on the beautiful 
libra1y patio (and indoors if 
rainy). Bring a lawn chair if you 
have one: July 28th, Jazz with 
Masala, a trio of SiriNam Khalsa, 
Dhai·am Bir Khalsa, and Jahian 
Cooper Monize; August 4th, 

musical perfo1mance TB.A; 
Alle,oUSt 11th, blues with Dennis 
Shapson, Jon Lawless, and Alan 
Kmtz. 

Art exhibit now through 
August: black and white photo
graphs of Leverett landscapes by 
Judith Davidov. 

Summer Soul Food 
The public is invited to attend 

Soul Food: An Interfaith 
Join a lively conversation 

about matters of the soul. The 
Conversation Cafe spon
sored by the lnte1faith 
Council of Franklin 

,,,,., ' . 
"'9 -

conversation cafe takes 
place Thursday, August 
4th from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm. at First United 
Methodist Church, 25 
Church Street in 
Greenfield. A light sup

- /} 
-tl ~, County. 

In the midst of change 
and challenge ... 

From 9/11 to devastat-
~-

ing tornadoes: How have world 
events affected your spiritual or 
religious life? Your community? 
Has religion helped or hindered 
or responses to crisis? 

per will be provided. 
For more info1mation on Soul 

Food contact Sue Bowman at 
(413) 772-6321. www.inteerfaith
counciloffi:anklincounty.org 

"' 

" • ... 
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Boston Sci.ence Museum Education Associ.ate far Traveling Programs, Aaron 
Weinblatt, and an approximate!} three~ear-old alligator at the Great Rills 

Discovery Center rm Ju!J 22nd far a speci.al program on reptiles. 

Montaaue Old Home Days Auaust 20th and 21st 
This is a reminder to mark 

your calendars for Montague Old 
Home Days, August 20th and 
21st. 

Saturday the 20th will be the 
day during which all the fun 
activities ai·e held: road races, the 
parade, dance numbers, rafiles, 
games, mttsic, the white elephant 
sale, the Historical Society's 
handicraft display, food and of 
course Ed the Wizaitl. 

New this yeai· for Old Home 
Days ·will be a silent auction, pie 

"Children's books are written 
far upbringing ... but upbringing 

is a great thing; it decides the 
fate of the human being. " 

~ Vissarion 
Grigor'evich Belinskii 

sold by the slice, the second 
chance boutique and the intro
duction of dancing by perfo1mers 
from Ja 'Duke. 

Sunday morning begins with 
the popular countiy breakfast fol
lowed by a worship se1vice at 
11 :00 a.m featuring guest speak
er Tina Clai·k, Traitsition Town 
Trainer and jazz worship music 
by Willie Sordillo. 

For ftuther information, or if 
you have any questions, call 
(413) 367-2061. 

Feel like a 
Brand New Personl 

N ~ 

W-nh a Haircut 
at ~d's 
Barber 
Shop 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - August 1st -12th Crew Products • Gift Certificates 

"56 Years on the Ave" 
GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tmners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. The meal 
site manager is Keny Togneri. 
All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntaiy donations are accept
ed. Council on Aging director is 
Roberta Potter. 
• The Senior Center annual Ice 
Cream Social is on Tuesday 
8/23 at 1:00 p.m. with special 
entertainment by the 
ROMEOs. Call the Senior 
Center to sign up. The event is 
free but small donations are 
accepted. For more infom1ation, 
to make meal reservations, or to 
sign up for programs call (413) 
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. 

Monday, August 1st and 8th 
8/8 - 9:00 am. Foot Clinic by 
appointment 
l 0:00 a.m . .Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
l :00 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, August 2nd and 9th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
Wed., August 3rd and 10th 

8/10 - 9:00 am. Foot Clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
8/10 - 12:00 p.m. Birthday 
Lunch with cake by Food City 
12:45 Bingo 
Thurs., August 4th and 11th 
8/4 - No Tai Chi 
8/4 - 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon 
Brown Bag 
9:00 a.m Tai Chi 
8/ll - 10:00 am. Coffee & 
Conversation 
1 :00 p m. Pitch 
Friday, August 5th and 12th 
10:00 a.m . .Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 am to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For infonnation ai1d rese1va
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jirn 
Sai·acino. Lunch is da.ily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations 24 hours 
in advance. Traitspo1tation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center to confam 
smmner activities schedule and 
to find out when the next blood 
pressure clinic will be held. 

Monday, August 1st and 8th 

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 am. Osteo Exercise 
12:00 Pitch 
Tuesday, August 2nd and 9th 
8/2 - 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. Foot 
Clinic 
8:45 a.m. Chair .Aerobics 
10:30 am. Brown Bag 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wed., August 3rd and 10th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
8/3 - 10:00 to ll :00 am. Blood 
Pressure Clinic 
Thurs., August 4th and 11th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
F1iday, August 5th and 12th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 am. Ltmch - Call the cen
ter for details. 

LEVERETT Senior .Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, l 0:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Ltmch - Fridays, 12:00. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 
• For more information, contact 
the Leverett COA at (413) 548-
1022 (x 5) or 
coa@leverett.ma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 
544-6760 for hours and upcom
ing progrants. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business ltstings 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-~IcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 



July 28, 2011 

Local Briefs 
JESSICA. LARKlN ILLUSTRATION 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - "Christmas in 
July" fireworks and boat 
parade are on for Saturday, July 
30th, at the far end of Unity 
Park in Turners Falls, adjacent 
to beginning of the bike path. 
Though the parade doesn't sta1t 
until dusk and the fireworks 
after 9:00 p.m. it is always a 
good idea to get to the park and 
riverside early for a great view 
and choice seat. Don't forget to 
bring chairs, blankets and some 
bug repellant. 

Everett Hatch of 
Greenfield is at it again. Last 
year Hatch grew more than 
11,000 lbs of squash, tomatoes, 
peppers and cucumbers and 
donated it all to the Franklin 
Area Survival Center in 
Turners Falls, The Center for 
Self-Reliance in Greenfield 
and the Franklin County 
Community Meals Program. 
The FASC received Hatch's 
first donation of more than 
200lbs of produce this past 
week. No tomatoes yet but they 
will be coming. 

The Friends of the Great 
Falls Discovery Center are 
having a very special evening 
on Saturday, August 6th, start
ing at 7:00 pm with David 
Brule reading from his new 
book, "West Along the River" 
along with entertainment by 
Banish Misfortune playing 
Irish roots music. Bmle will 
also be available for questions, 
book signing and some sto1y 
telling to go along with the 
readings. This eventful evening 
will be held in the Great Hall of 
the GFDC, 2 Avenue A, in 
Turners Falls. Don't forget to 
bring your previously pur
chased book for signing. 

The organizers of 
Montague's Old Home Days 
are looking for some people to 
bravely take the stage in a mini 
Variety Show, on Saturday 
night, August 20th. If you're 

able and willing, please contact 
Peg Bridges at (413) 367-2061. 

Join in a virtual walk 
through Historic Downtown 
Turners Falls (1866-1914) with 
Frank Abbondanzio of the 
Town of Montague on 
Thursday, August 18th, starting 
at 7:00 pm. Learn about the 
power of the Connecticut River 
on the location and fonnation 
of manufacturing and milling 
within the community. This 
program is free and is adult
oriented, but families are wel
come to attend. The vihial walk 
all takes place in the Historic 
Great Hall at the GFDC, 2 
Avenue A, in Turners Falls. For 
more information call (413) 
863-3221. Info on coming 
events is also available at 
greatfallsma.org or on 
Facebook at Friends of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center. 

The 31st Annual Montague 
Mug Race will be held 
Sah1rday, August 20th. This is a 
5.5 mile road race. There is 
also a 2 mile nm/walk. The 
race sta1ts at 8:30 am. at the 
village green in Montague 
Center. Entry forms are located 
at the Montague Center Post 
Office/Libra1y or by email at 
shollow@crocker.com. Tee 
shirts are awarded to the first 
75 entries, mugs awarded to 
top finishers in each division 
and all participants are entered 
in a raffle. 

The 28th Annual Greenfield 
Lightlife Triathlon will be 
held at the Greenfield 
Swimming Area off of Nash's 
Mill Road in Greenfield on 
Sunday, August 6th, starting at 
8:00 a.m. The event will 
include a .63 mile swim, 30.4 
mile bike ride and a 7.2 mile 
nm. For more information, 
directions or registration go to 
www.greenfield-triathlon.com 

Send local briefs to: reporter
local@montaguema.net. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 3 

Brick House Holds Summer Workshop Series 
BY MEG LITTLE AND 
SARAFINKLE 
TURNERS FALLS - "This is 
the pamphlet stitch," explains 
Erika Linenfelser, as she holds 
up a needle and thread. It's a 
Wednesday afternoon in mid
July and I'm sitting in the Brick 
House at the free Summer 
Workshop Series Bookmaking 
class. Colorful homemade 
books are being passed around 
as twelve eager participants and 
I constmct our own, original 
books with help from 
Linenfelser and her co-facilita
tor, Erin McKelvy. We search 
through piles of paper, select 
thread colors, and grapple for 
few pairs of scissors. 

"How did I come to be 
here?" I think to myself as I'm 
practicing my stitch. It's the 
middle of the summer and I feel 
as though I'm learning more 
than I do during the academic 
year. After attending a few 
classes at the Brick House, I 
have ah-eady learned about bike 
maintenance, woodworking, 
diystone masonry, bookmaking, 
as well as practiced yoga and 
gardening. And the most excit
ing pait: I haven't paid a dime. 
How did this come to be? 

The idea started in the depths 
of winter, when Erin Myers, 
Programs Coordinator at Brick 
House brought together a group 
to discuss the possibility of a 
"Free School"; somewhere that 
children, teens and adults alike 
could learn practical, hands-on 
skills, all for free. The Brick 
House would serve as the home 
base for the project, but volun
teers from Undergrowth Frum in 
Gill, Summer of Solutions 
Pioneer Valley, and other 
Turners Falls community mem
bers came together to fo1m the 
organizing body. This group, the 
Smmner Workshop Series col
lective, brainstormed content 
for classes, worked on outreach, 
and discussed the ideology 
behind the school. "Through 

regulai· meetings, we were able 
to build a shai·ed vision and start 
connecting with facilitators and 
others in the community to help 
make it happen," said collective 
member Maitha Pskowski. 

Many months later, the work-

~--------

pa1ticipant Mackenzie Klema, 
18, of Turners Falls, "some of 
the people had made books 
before and were able to help 
those sitting next to them." 

Still to come are four weeks 
full of exciting courses includ-

~ 

Ma rt ha Pskowski and Meg Little plant seeds with kids. 
shop series was realized. It now ing wild edibles, making herbal 
boasts more than thirty work- medicine, self defense, video 
shops spread over seven weeks. production, food preservation, 
The workshops allow cotmnuni- model airplane flying, pizza 
ty members to share their skills. making, as well as the continua
The mission of the Summer tion of the Grow Your Own 
Workshop Series, listed in the Food, yoga, and bike mechanics 
catalog, is to "Develop opporh1- series, plus many, many more. 
nities for leadership and giving The Workshop Series will con
back, so that sh1dents can elude officially with a paity on 
become teachers." Moreover, it September 3rd, feahumg pizza 
provides pa1ticipai1ts a chance baked in an oven that will be 
to gain new skills, practice self- built at the Mud-oven building 
sufficiency and interdepend- workshop on August 1 and 8. 
ence, practice sustainability, However, this does not mark the 
encomage alternative econ01nic end, but the beginning, of edu
models, and have fun with new cation prograins at the Brick 
hobbies and new friends. House. Ah-eady, volunteers are 

The Workshop Series has compiling feedback from the 
been a way to develop cotmnu- workshops and reaching out to 
nity, both within and without the potential paitners for more 
Brick House. While the Brick classes in the fall, winter ai1d 
House is most known for it's beyond. 
Teen Center, the Workshop You can leain more about the 
Series has helped to bring in Summer Workshop Series, 
people of all ages. It has also including a version of the full 
allowed community members to course catalog and registration 
meet other people who may live fo1m, at www.brickhousework
just down the street. "At the shops.wordpress.org. 
bookmaking workshop, there 
were people ranging in age from 
eighteen to sixty-four," says 

~ YlAed _Fire Farm 
Restaurant Oil Collection Campaign Kick-off 

Organic Vegetables, 
Flowers1 Eggs1 Fruit! 

Our Farmstaod stocks fresh 
GREENFIELD BIODIESEL 
PLANT - Restaurant Oil 
Collection Campaign Kick-off 
will take place at Brickwall 
Burger, 286 Main St., 
Greenfield, the evening of 

Tuesday, August 2. Come eat 
fries and learn how to help 
make biodiesel fuel a reality in 
our region! For time and 
details call Coop Power at 
772-8898. 

produce, plus honey, specialty 
cheeses, pickles, jams, and more 
from excellent local producers! 
Old Depot Gardens 413-467- 7645 
504 Turners Falls Rd, Mo111ague 
1 I 4 mile from the .8ookmil/ 

www.redfirefarm.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Domestic, Asian & European Ron Kelley, Owner 

- \.'\ 

ri~F,. . • 
;,'I " 

Eagle Automotive 
147 2nd Street, Turners Falb 

(413) 824-8111 
Engine Light 
ABS/Brake Light 
SRS/Air Bag light 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

complete Car and Truck Repair 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultatfon 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

""'0,,6J11i11(f 
. • Homemade 'fee Cream 

• Daily Specials 
·esh Salads 
elicious Burgers 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-821 O 

~ 
McCarthy 

FUNERAL HOME 
ww1u.111c,·11rtl,y_fwtt .. 'r11Jlu1m,·:-.nm1 

Si11ce 1895 

On the Common 
Gree11fiP.lrl, Nln.ss,idwsew 

Tunun:f Falls, lv/assack11u/ls 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 
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A Tale of 
Two Healthcare Systems 

Guest Editor Christopher 
Sawyer-Laucanno 

Last October I an-ived in 
Istanbul to teach at a university 
there. During my first weeks in 
residence, I spent a great deal of 
my time filling out forms and get
ting official stamps on official 
papers. At some point I was 
escorted by one of the graduate 
assistants, who was kindly acting 
as my interpreter, to the account
ing office. A stem balding man sat 
at a large desk heaped with 
papers. At this point I was becom
ing rather fatigued by what 
seemed to be an endless amount 
of pape1work, but Guldeniz, the 
graduate assistant, assured me 
this was the last stop. This man, 
she info1med me, processed the 
national health insurance applica
tion for my wife, Patricia, and 
me. Again, this required filling 
out the same info1mation, in trip
licate, on several different fo1ms. 
During the entire process the 
accotmtant said few words. 
Finally, I was info1med that the 
university would deduct 130 
Turkish Lira (about USD $90) 
from my first paycheck to pay for 
our insurance. I assumed this 
would be a monthly deduction, 
and told Guldeniz that compared 
to what I paid in the states, this 
was quite a bargain at $90 a 
month. "Oh no," she said. 
"That's for the whole year, for 
both you and your wife." 

I was clearly astonished but 
managed to ask what the insm·
ance covered. Guldeniz asked the 
gentleman to explain the cover
age. He responded with two 
words: ''Hershey." "What's that 
mean?" I asked. "Eve1ything." 
She then went on to explain that 
in Turkey national health insm·
ance pays for eve1ything:doctors' 
visits, hospitalization, ambulance 
se1vice, intensive care, outpatient 
services. It does not, however, 
cover prescriptions, though low 
income people can get any medi
cine they need for free. I told her 
to tell the accotmtant that I was 
ve1y pleased to be covered under 
the plan. She relayed my mes
sage. He then looked up at her 
and asked if he could ask the 
American professor a question. 
Of course I said yes. Guldeniz 

translated: "Would the professor 
explain why Americans do not 
want eve1yone in their cotmtly to 
have inexpensive and compre
hensive health care?" I looked 
straight at him, then at her. ''Do 
you have an equivalent in Turkish 
for 'having one's head up one's 
ass?"' I asked. "Oh sure," she 
said: "Kishinin kichina bir kafasi 
var." The acountant shook with 
laughter. "I thought that was the 
answer," he told her. "We can't 
understand Americans. I guess 
the professor can't either." 

No, the professor doesn't 
understand either. In fact, the pro
fessor was embanassed. How do 
you explain that your colllltly, 
among the most advanced on the 
planet, is among the more back
ward when it comes to taking 
care of its citizens? 

Forttmately during our stay 
there neither of us had to make 
use of the insurance, though we 
knew many who did. We also 
heard some h01rnr stories about 
health care. In the U.S. One 
friend, an American, on a visit 
home to Texas ended up in the 
hospital in Austin with a kidney 
stone complication. He presented 
his Turkish insurance card but 
was told by the hospital that "it 
was as useless as a coupon for an 
oil change." But since he was in 
extt·eme pain, he agreed to pay 
the bill, himself. A day later he 
was looking at a charge of 
$10,000. He was sttumed, not 
only at the charge but that the 
tt·eatment had been ineffective. 
He was told the right treatment 
would cost more than he could 
possibly pay. He decided not to 
pursue the matter as he was 
returning to Turkey in a few 
days. Payment, however, was 
demanded. He maxed out a cou
ple of credit cards and settled a 
po1tion of the bill. He changed his 
rettllll to Istanbul for the next day. 
On anival, he called his doctor 
who told him to go imediately to 
a special clinic that tt·eats only 
kidney stone problems. A day 
later, he was free of pain. His bill 
was zero. He told his doctor about 
his American expe11ence. He told 
him to submit his American bill to 
the National Health Insurance. He 
did. They reimbursed him for 
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UII01ltNJ)lillMll1lil 
From the Selectboards of Gill and Montague to 
the Gill Montague Regional School Committee 

July 18, 2011 

Michael Langknecht, Chaimian 
Gill Montague Regional School 
Committee 

Dear Chairman Langknecht: 

The Gill and Montague 
Selectboards remain deeply 
concerned by the continued 
Level 4 statt1s of our school dis
trict, for perhaps as long as 
three more years. We believe 
the School Committee, Distt·ict 
administration, Town officials, 
and the commtmity as a whole 
all have an obligation to be bet
ter info1med and more involved 
in improving the educational 
qualities of our District. 

More specifically, without 
additional information from the 
Department of Elementa1y and 
Seconda1y Education (DESE), 
we do not accept Level 4 starus 
as a foregone conclusion for the 

what he had put out of pocket, 
and paid the remaining amom1t 
due the hospital in Austin. 

Is it a perfect system? No. In 
mral areas, there are fewer clinics 
than there need to be, and medi
cine isn't quite as advanced as it 
is in Western Europe. But does it 
work? Yes. And it works ve1y 
well. No one I talked to who had 
experience with healthcare in 
Tm·key had anything negative to 
say about it. Doctors, particularly 
in urban centers, are available 

next three years. There has not 
been enough public discussion, 
by DESE and with the commu
nity, to understand the reasons 
our District is at Level 4. 
DESE's criteria for labeling 
schools as Level 4 seem to be 
ever shifting, and without any 
dete1mined exit strategy. 

We call upon the School 
Committee to invite senior rep
resentatives from DESE to 
attend a special purpose limit
ed-agenda meeting, convened 
in a suitably sized venue, to 
discuss the following: 

What are the reasons our 
District is a Level 4 statt1s? 

What actions must we take 
and what results must be 
achieved in order to get out of 
Level 4? 

Why will it take three years? 
How do we expedite this 
process? 

Additionally, we ask that the 
Selectboards of Gill and 

24/7 with little waiting time. 
Even emergency rooms have 
large staffs of both nurse practi
tioners and doctors on call. And 
individuals do have free choice in 
dete1mining who will be their p11-
mary care physician. But do the 
Turks feel as if they are compro
mising their liberty by not having 
to pay an exhorbitant cost for 
their health care? Apparently not. 
No one I talked to could even 
tmderstand the concept. And do 
they pay excessive taxes in order 

Note to Readers: 
summer Print Schedule 

As a small t0\\'Il weekly, 
The Montague Reporter 
follows the news of local 
boards, many of which switch 
to summer schedules this time 
of year. 

We follow suit, and print 
eve1y other week in the months 
of July and August. There will 
be no paper on 
August 4th or 18th. 

We wish eve1yone a peace
ful and relaxing summer. 

Montague be specifically invit
ed to attend this meeting, and 
that at least one representative 
from each board be allowed 
active participation in the meet
rng. 

The taxpayers of our town 
and the parents of our children 
deserve an opportunity to 
understand, first hand, exactly 
what challenges our District is 
facing, so that they may togeth
er be pa1t of the solution. 

Sincerely, 

TOWN OF GILL 
Randy P. Crochier, 

ChairAnn H. Banash 
John Ward 

TOWN OF MONTAGUE 
Mark E. Fairbrothe1; 

Chair Patricia A. Allen 
Christopher M Boutwt>II, S1: 

to have quality, highly affordable 
health care? No. The individual 
tax rate in Turkey is about the 
same as in the U.S. 

Turkey has far less GDP than 
the U.S., is a ve1y pro-capitalist 
cotmtly, has even a 11ght-leaning 
government, but healthcare for all 
is a given. The Turks, including 
members of parliament, consider 
it a right, not a p11vilege. So 
what's the problem in the U.S.? 
Why are Ame11cans so scared of 
the government providing health
care to the average citizen? And 
why do our politicians continual-

see HEALTHCARE pg 5 

We Welcome Your 
Leffers! 

;flflontague l\eporter 
58 4th St Tumers Falls, 

MA 01376 
FAX (413) 863-3050 
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G-M Bridge on Target Wendell Depot and lake Pleasant Post Offices Mav be Closed 
KATHERINE KUKLEWICZ 
Through the diligent work of SPS 
New England Constrnction, the 
eighty year old Gill-Montague 
bridge is complementing the his
toric essence of Turners Falls. 
Rather than a sterile, simple span 
over the Connecticut River, the 
deck trnss bridge is being recreat
ed to match the rnstic and elegant 
image of the town. 

Each day, 16-18 steel workers 
are on site painting, welding, cut
ting, and cementing the bridge. 
"The quality of the steel is in 
good shape," reports Robert 
Demers, Resident Engineer. "The 
process is ve1y linear." First the 
constmction crew must repair the 
sub-stmcture of each section 
before work can be done on the 
super-structure. The sub-struc
ture is polluted with pack mst, 
mst in between steel connection 
plates, which need restoring and 
welding. 

Now, 19 months into restora
tion, the workers are installing 
railings and lamp posts on the 
west side. Demers believes that 
traffic will be switched to the 
new side in late September. "The 
project is roughly 35% com
plete" Demers estimates " ... but 
the most important thing is that 
we are on schedule." The bridge 
will be completed by April 25, 
2014. 

HEALTHCARE from pg 4 
continually dodge and weave 
when the issue of universal 
health care comes up in 
Congress? It's not really the cost, 
for studies have pretty consistent
ly shown that universal health 
care would actually cost less than 
our cmrent system of paying pri
vate insurers to administer for
profit health se1vices. Even 
Obamacare-which in my opin
ion does not go neai·ly fai· enough 
to cover all Americans at a rea
sonable price - will save 
American taxpayers money in 
the long nm. So if it isn't money, 
what is it? For one, a fair munber 
of those in congress receive hefty 
campaign contributions from 
insurance and phannaceutical 
companies. And big money talks 
big. Two, there is an ideological 
problem. Socialized medicine is 
still a pejorative. But why? The 
wall has been down for for more 
than 20 years; whatever commu
nists ai·e left ai·e not about to take 
us over. Even our favorite com-

The U.S. Postal Se1vice is 
considering closing 43 
Massachusetts post offices as pait 
of a plan to cut costs that could 
lead to closing more than 1 in 10 
of its retail outlets ai·ound the 
countiy. The financially-ti·oubled 
agency announced Tuesday that 
it will study 3,653 local offices, 
branches and stations for possible 
closing. The Wendell Depot and 
Lake Pleasant post offices are 
among those under review. 

The USPS uses its own rev
enue from stamps and other 
postage sales for operating 
expenses, and not taxpayer dol
lai·s. So it makes sense that its 
retail network - neai-Iy 32,000 
locations across the countiy -
needs some tightening as an 
increasing number of people cor
respond online instead ofby snail 
mail. 

According to the USPS, 
16,000 Post Offices (half of the 
cotmtly's Post Offices) ai·e are 
mnning up deficits. The USPS 
wants to close the least profitable 
offices but would need 
Congressional approval. 

"It's no secret that the Postal 
Service is looking to change the 
way we do a lot of things," 
Postmaster General Pati·ick 
Donahoe said at a briefing. "We 
do feel that we are still relevant to 
the American public and the 

munist cotmtry, China, is our best 
friend when it comes to ti·ade. 
And yet, Boehner can weep on 
the floor of the house because 
Obamacare will compromise our 
liberty and freedom. And some 
Americans somehow believe it. 
But it's a charade, a stupidity. 
Even if Boehner and the 
Republicans succeed in gutting 
social security, medicai·e, medi
caid and Obamacare under the 
guise of cutting spending, 
Boehner and his cronies ai·en't 
giving up their government-pro
vided health cai·e. And I doubt if 
Boehner feels each time he goes 
to the doctor that he's stmender
ing his freedom. It's time 
Americans told Congress that we 
want the same health care as 
Bohner and McConnell and 
Obama and.... Having the gov
ermnent provide excellent 
affordable healthcai·e for all is as 
much our right as it is for the 
Turks, Canadians, Europeans, 
Japanese or most of the II 
rest of the world. ■ 

~ 

economy, but we have to make 
some tough choices." 

2,000 Post Offices will be shut 
down beginning next Mai·ch. The 
USPS says it hasn't made a final 
decision on these closings. The 
agency is conducting studies of 
each location, and will solicit 
c01mnunity input. 

Many of the closed branches 
may be replaced by village post 
offices in which postal se1vices 
are offered in local stores, 
libraries or government offices. 

Once an office is selected for 
review, people se1ved by that 
office have 60 days to file their 
comments. If an office is to be 
closed, they will be able to 
appeal to the independent 
Postal Regulatory Commission. 
The Postal Regulato1y Website 
has this notice from its chair-

The Montague Study 
Cormnittee to study the size 
and form of Montague town 
meeting is seeking additional 
members to join the cormnittee. 
The Study Committee is in 
need of town meeting members 
from Precincts 3 and 6, as well 
as non-town meeting members 
to fill "at-large" seats. The 
next meeting is August 10th at 
Town Hall at 6:30 pm. 

man Ruth Goldway: Dear 
Postal Consumers: The Postal 
Se1vice has indicated that it 
intends soon to file a request 
for an Advisory Opinion on a 
nationwide plan to review post 
office facilities for closure. 
The Co1mnission will welcome 
comments from the public and 
will take prompt action on the 

Deli, eat in or Lake oul., 

Bakery SpeC'ialLics, 

request for an Advisory 
Opinion. Once we receive the 
Postal Se1vice's formal request 
for our Opinion, we will post 
instructions in this colmm1 on 
how to submit cormnents 
either formally for the record or 
info1mally for our public com
ment file at: www.prc.gov/prc
pages/default.aspx. 
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September 6th 
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Take a class, try a worl<shop! 

0. r:,l•na 's hours: fri. 2-5, sat. l·S 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 

Bryan G.Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

J V l or by appointment 

n.. t:oo ,_4_1_3 ·-n~~-n!_:~--~~_.1 Retail Fabric Store 
'° • Cotton• Silks • Polyester•• Vu,yls • Upb,ulstcry Matcnill 

• QuiJti.ng Supplies• Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

o,.sit & CII.ECKS OIYU' 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5. Fri. til 8 
PowerSquare (413) 773-7516 

Greenfield 
-~~ ..... •

0

l.-,.....,-rrTTr;;r';T'-;J;;'TiJi'J;r:~r.r:-r:r11'fir!i/ 

Greenfield 
Co-operattv 

Bank 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772,0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

@ 

= 
UEMBERFDIC 

MEl,\BERSIF 
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Call Now for Free 
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Bryan G. Hobbs 
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Millers Falls 
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TURNS LAWN CARE 
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Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
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Leave the Lawn Care to Us" 
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125a Avenue A Paintings . Sculpture 
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Home to the 'Omnium Gatherums' and more in a tiny 
story collection project 
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"'• Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

It's the Small 
Projects that Count 

NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 

New Pumps, New Window 
Inserts, No More Asbestos 

BYMATTHEW 
LEGER-SMALL 
The volunteer gardeners 
who tend the beds on 
Avenue A in Turners will 
be pleased to hear that the 
selectboard, at the sugges-
tion of Town 
Administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio, approved 
$4,000 for improvements 
to the way water is deliv
ered to the beds on Avenue 
A. "This is an impo1tant 
program," Abbondanzio 
said, "because when we 
didn't have it, the Avenue 
was in pretty sony shape." 
The $4,000 will cover the 
cost of new faucets as well 
as replacing old utility 
boxes on the avenue. 

The original request for 
downtown beautification 
was for $5,000, but 
$1,000, originally intend
ed to cover special plant
ings, compost or similar 
associated items used in 
the past, was objected to 
by Chainnan Mark 
Fairbrother. Fairbrother 
took issue with the addi
tional funds noting that he 
had recently discussed a 
beautification project with 
a resident of Lake Pleasant 
concerning a belltower
type stmcture in that vil
lage that could use work. 
Though he "applauds the 
efforts and thanks [the 
gardeners] ve1y much" for 
all their ha1·d work on 
Avenue A, Fairbrother 
pointed out that Turners 
Falls receives the "lion's 
share" of beautification 
funding in town and 
would like to see an effo1t 
made to spread the ftmd
ing around between the 
villages a little more even
ly. 

$15,000 was dedicated 
to the unsafe/unhealthy 
buildings line item. This 
money is tapped for vari
ous uses such as boarding 
up condemned buildings 
and other costs related to 
buildings that have fallen 
into disrepair or pose a 
risk to public health. 
Mainly because of 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

expenses incuned by the 
arson at Stratlunore Mill, 
the ftmd has been drawn 
down and needs an injec
tion of cash to cover the 
town in the event of emer
gencies. 

A feasibility study and 
space evaluation for the 
Department of Public 
Works was ftmded at a 
cost of$13,000. The study 
will focus on the needs of 
the DPW and will be used 
to make recommendations 
on the best design concept 
and price tag for a new 
facility. 

Abbondanzio requested 
that $24,000 be applied as 
a Brown Fields grant 
match assuming a 
$200,000 Brown Fields 
grant is awarded to the 
town and that Town 
Meeting approves taking 
out a loan of $112,000. 
The combined ftmds will 
be used to remove the 
remains of Building 10 at 
the Strathmore Mill. 
Fairbrother specifically 
endorsed ftmding this item 
saying that "it should be 
noted 'the pile', sooner or 
later... because we own it, 
we are going to pay to 
remove it." 

In order to ftmd these 
small projects, the board 
voted for the rescission of 
over $111,000 in lmused 
program money from 
town projects that have 
been completed or are oth
e1wise inactive. 

In other news, Pat 
Allen read a citation from 
the selectboard congratu
lating the Turners Falls 
girls softball team in light 
of their recent sweeping 
victo1y of 25 wins and 
zero losses for the season. 

The town has received 
a response to its letter to 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency con
cerning idling trains while 
refueling in Millers Falls 
and Lake Pleasant. The 
letter acknowledges the 
problem and offers to 
meet with town officials 
and the railroad to ftuther 
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For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 
Now accepting new accounting clients 

Site Work 
• Bulldozer and Backhoe 

Work 
• Driveways 
• Land Clearing 
• Septic Systems 

Residential a.od Commercial 

L & D Builders 
413,648,0110 

discuss the situation. The 
Town Administrator and 
the Board of Health plan 
to meet with officials from 
the EPA before meeting 
with representatives of the 
railway. 

Brian Dolan and Sarah 
Pearson presented plans to 
extend the area of the 
upcoming block party up 
to, but not obstmcting, the 
entrance to Di.Paolo's for a 
BMX demonstration to be 
put on by the AXO BMX 
Team, a professional bik
ing group based out of 
Petersham. The demon
stration would consist of 
three twenty-minute ses
sions. 

Fire Chief Robert 
Escott, Jr. attended the 
selectboard meeting as a 
representative of the 
Turners Falls Firemen's 
Association to request the 
use of space in a town
owned garage to house an 
antique 1920s Lafrance 
Brockway fire tmck. The 
truck will be acquired as a 
gift from several members 
of the Millers Falls 
Firemen's Association 
who have maintained the 
truck privately for some 
years. Chief Escott noted 
that the truck was wo1th 
saving since it is the first 
motorized piece of fire 
apparah1s that the Millers 
Falls fire department ever 
had, and that it would be a 
shame if this "piece of the 
town's histo1y" were lost. 
Unfornmately, keeping the 
truck does require a cre
ative storage solution 
since housing the buck 
would present a signifi
cant financial burden on 
the Association. The 
selectboard endorsed the 
concept of using the space 
pending the creation of a 
memorandum of lmder
standing to be worked out 
between the Town and the 
Association. 

WPCF Superindendent 
Bob Trombley gave the 
board a brief overview of 
the ongoing combined 
see MONTAGUE pg 8 

BY CHRISTOPHER Environmental. This is the Beaubien presented the 
SAWYER-LAUCANNO same company that provid- board with the new Tri-
At the meeting on July ed abatement services to State Muhial Aid 
18th the selectboard the town in 2009. Their bid Agreement. This agree
a11110lmced that R.H. White of $4,200 was less than ment provides fire depait
Construction was the low half that of the highest bid- ments muhial aid and reiin
bidder among five bids der. The boiler and bursement for covering 
received for the upgrade asbestos removal should lai·ge fires in Franklin 
project at the Riverside be completed before COlmty and in ce1tain 
Pump Station. According school begins. A new five- towns in southern New 
to Ray Purington, town section boiler for the Hampshire and southern 
administi·ator, there was school has also been Vermont. The new agree
considerable interest in the ordered and will replace ment will be in effect for 
project but the R.H. White the inefficient and ancient three yeai·s. 
bid of $46,000 was the nine-section boiler cunent- The Boai·d also issued 
lowest. R.H. White was ly in place. It is hoped that guidelines for obtaining a 
also endorsed by the well maintenance can special permit for auto 
Tighe&Bond who will also be completed before sales. Among the provi
design and engineer the school is in session but at sions is the owner of a pro
project. The selectboard the ve1y least it can be posed used car lot be in tax 
agreed to awai·d White the inspected. compliance with both the 
contract contingent upon The Riverside munici- state and the town. The 
receipt of pe1formance and pal building will get some new regulations came 
payment bonds, and cer- needed energy improve- about in response to an 
tificates of insurance. The ments. The selectboard application by Robert 
upgrade is needed at the voted to award a contract Miller to open a small used 
pump station because the to Brian Nugent of Orange cai· lot at 277 French King 
present pumps are more who will fabricate indoor Highway. The ZBA has 
than 30 years old and in stonn windows that are already approved his spe
danger of breaking down at expected to greatly cut heat cial permit. The select
any moment. loss in the building. The boai·d will schedule a pub-

Gill Elementary will design consists of two- lie hearing within the next 
also see some needed work piece hinged wooden few weeks. Miller intends 
soon. The selectboard frames with spines to seal to have no more than 10 
asked the conservation the transparent heat shrink unregistered vehicles on 
commission to supply the film. The cost for each the lot at any one tune. 
state with a notice of intent inse1t for the 15 large win- Finally, the selectboai·d 
to perfonn maintenai1ce on dows is $91. These new issued a statement to be 
the well that supplies the inse1ts will replace the delivered to the school 
school with water. The present plastic sheeting on committee in response to 
selectboard also agreed the outside. The town the letter of Mike 
tentatively to award the expects that they will pay Langknecht that appeai·ed 
contract for asbestos abate- for themselves in two in the Recorder on July 
ment and boiler removal at years. 15th. The full text appears 
the school to American Fire Chief Gene as a letter to the editor. 

Montague Plains Brush Fire 
r:-. 

ednesday Ju!J 20th, 1vith fa low up needed on the 21st and 
22nd. (page 11) 
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PatrickSmith Montague, MA01351 
CSSL II 100236 
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• EASTERN 

• Sp~,~;~;,~!:! ~!9.~n 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

Negus & Taylorl Inc. 
Monuments ;f!!!!iffi'IJVC. 

~~ , People often come to see us 
because their parents 
and their grondporents did. 
We' re proud to h<1.ve 
lhot kind of loyolty, 

, We e11grc:,ve -~ 
,mmones 

J tbat last forever I z 

MAIN OFACE 773-96&2J 
10 Mill~ Greenfield, Mc\ 

The perfect remembrance' 

and we work liard to keep it. 
- Gory ond ~ncy Melen 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Erving Owes State Money, 
Montague Owes Erving Money 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Herrick Property 
Proposal Received 

BY DAVID BRULE -
The Selectmen sta1ted out 
their meeting with an 
unpleasant surprise: the 
Cheny Sheet fo1warded to 
the Town by the State 
reversed a trend that had 
become commonplace 
over the years. This time 
instead of rece1vmg 
money from the State, the 
town will be owing money 
to the State. The single
most important increase 
came from School Choice 
assessments. Etving resi
dents who choice their 
children out to other 
school districts will be 
costing the Town $43,000 
this fiscal year, money 
which the Town will be 
required to pay the State. 
Much of this cost is due to 
increases in SPED place
ments in other districts. 
Town Administrator Tom 
Sharpe said "This will not 
break the two-week-old 
budget. But this is the first 
time I've ever seen this in 
Etving. They'll be send
ing us a bill, instead of a 
check." The feeling is 
that new Etving residents 
are choosing to send their 
children to other school 
systems, perhaps their 
previous schools, and that 
may change over time. 

There was good news 
concerning the Senior 
Center update. The build
ing is on schedule and 
now 80% complete. It is 
expected that a Certificate 
of Occupancy will be 
issued on September 15. 
With that prospect in 
mind, the Selectmen 
approved the draft job 
description for a part-time 
Building Maintenance 
position. It will involve 
10-12 hours a week. The 
description will soon be 
finalized and posted . 

Megan M. Niedwiedz 
has been appointed to the 
Cultural Council. Also 
Bmce Fellows was grant
ed a business license to 
sell fann products (maple 

sugar, honey, apples, etc.) 
from the Fellows Apple 
Fa1m Stand at 220 No1th 
Street in Etving. 

Of the utmost impor
tance to Erving taxpayers 
is the appraisal of the 
Northfield Mountain 
Pumped Storage Project. 
This project represents 
80% of the Etving tax 
base, making the choice of 
an appraisal firm a key 
part of the process. The 
Board of Assessors 
proved to be ve1y diligent 
in researching and propos
ing two firms to compete 
for the evaluation. The 
low bidder was 
Mainstream Associates, 
for the third time in a row. 
Sharpe mentioned that the 
Town has been quite satis
fied with their work in the 
past, and they will be 
awarded the $32,000 con
tract. The full evaluation 
takes place every three 
years and will take 6 
months to complete. 

At 7 PM, the Etving 
selectmen met with the 
Montague selectmen to 
discuss their mutual con
cerns and interests in the 
sewage treatment plant the 
towns share, POTW#l. 

The bone of contention 
concerns capital improve
ments undertaken by 
Etving at a cost of 
$5,600,000. Belatedly, 
Erving has asked 
Montague to pay its share 
as per their contracted 
agreement. The Etving 
Selectmen proposed that 
they could make conces
sions in the sum they were 
asking for from 
Montague, suggesting that 
Montague pay a reduced 
amount of $64,000 per 
annum over 16 years as 
their fair share of the cap
ital improvements and the 
loan to finance the project. 
After a first meeting in 
December, the second 
meeting on Monday led to 
a stalemate in which 
Montague Chairman 

Mark Fairbrother indicat
ed that Montague would 
continue paying $149,000 
each year to Etving for 
shared use of the treat
ment plant, but that they 
would not consider the 
$64,000 per annum pay
ment, since they were not 
pa1t of the planning for the 
project, and were not con
sulted. Montague suggest
ed that they may build 
their own treatment plant 
to handle the sewage from 
the village of Millers 
Falls, instead of continu
ing the pa1tnership with 
Erving. Administrator 
Tom Sharpe expressed 
hope that the towns could 
continue to work together, 
and find a compromise. 

At 8 PM, the Usher 
Plant Reuse Committee 
met with Selectmen and 
Town Legal Counsel 
Donna MacNicol to 
review plans for the 
town's take-over of the 
site for non-payment of 
taxes. Committee mem
bers Linda Downs
Bembry, Sara Vega
Loris, Gary Burnett and 
Jeannie Schermesser 
heard Town Legal 
Counsel explain that the 
property would belong to 
the town after the fmd
ings of the Court of 
Redemption were known. 
This fo1mal process of 
foreclosure would likely 
take another 7-9 months. 
Ms. MacNicol advised 
the town not to proceed 
with spending money for 
the clean-up of the site 
until the court issued its 
mling that the town could 
definitely enter into pos
session of the property. 
The Usher Plant Reuse 
Collllnittee plans on fur
ther study of the site in 
dete1mining which parts 
of the plant would be pre
se1ved and which parts 
razed. They will now 
have until March to con
sider future uses of the 
site. 

BY JOSH HEINEMAN 
July 13, 2011 

The Wendell 
Selectboard scheduled a 
special meeting on July 
13th to open proposals for 
the Herrick house on 
Wickett Pond Road. The 
town owns the property 
now because after Marion 
Hen-ick passed away, her 
heirs paid no taxes and did 
nothing else to contact the 
town. Because the house 
is one of the oldest in 
town, dating to around 
1820, townspeople have 
shown interest in what 
happens to it, and rather 
than sell it at auction, the 
Selectboard chose to issue 
a Request for Proposals 
(RFP); responses were due 
July 13th. Only one came 
in, from Alistair 
MacMa1tin of Thompson 
Road, and Judy Hall of 
Blairstown, New Jersey. 

Their proposal included 
a purchase price of 
$32,000, and three phases 
of work: stabilize the 01-ig
inal house; build a hoop 
house and pennaculture 
garden; and then build a 
1200 square foot net zero 
energy house. The majori
ty of the prope1ty, a horse
shoe shaped piece abutting 
state land and including 
two wetlands, would be 
under a conservation 
restriction. 

Dennis Hudson and Joy 
Gorzocoski had also 
shown interest in the prop
erty and attended this 
meeting although they did 
not submit a proposal. 
Hudson said they were put 
off by the fees and the 
numerous details required 
in the RFP. Gorzocoski 
said, "We blinked." 

Selectboard Chair 
Christine Heard was on 
vacation, and the select
board intention for this 
meeting was only to 
accept proposals to review 
before discussing them at 
the regularly scheduled 
July 20th meeting. 

Treasurer Carolyn 
Manley came to this spe
cial meeting and told 
selectboard members Dan 
Keller and Jeoffrey Pooser 
that she had been subpoe
naed to a Connecticut 
comt regarding the case of 
fo1mer tax collector Judy 
Wilder. The District 
Attorney has filed a 
motion that Wilder has 
repaid the town all she 
owed and that her case is 
complete. She has repaid 
the entire amount she took 
from the town, but not 
comt costs; Manley said 
that trying to collect any 
additional amount would 
cost the town more than it 
would earn and she would 
rather avoid the comt trip. 

Keller said he had gone 
to the Diemand faim when 
they had a visit by a fum 
that is considering 
installing a ve1tical axis 
electricity generating 
windmill there. His inter
est was the possibility of 
installing one near the 
town center to supply 
town buildings. The com
pany has two sizes, a 5 
kilowatt model that costs 
$24,000 with an expected 
payback period of 5 years, 
and a 1. 8 kw model that 
costs $13,000 with an 
expected payback period 
of 10 years. Fin Com 
member and engineer Jim 
Slavas said that he had 
looked at the design, and 
concluded that its blades 
had a low stall speed, and 
so would not be able to 
take advantage of higher 
wind speeds; he was not 
enthusiastic about the 
value. 

Pooser said he had 
looked at the website and 
thought the company was 
oriented more to urban 
sites than to mral sites. 

July 20, 2011 
Safety Officers 

Salaries Discussed 
By the July 20th meet

ing the selectboard mem-

bers had been able to 
review and think about the 
Hetrick property proposal. 
Alistair MacMartin, who 
attended both meetings, 
was there to heai· their 
decision. Heai·d said she 
liked the way the proposal 
was written as a step by 
step process. Pooser said 
the couple (MacMartin 
and Hall) seem a great 
match for the town's 
needs, and Keller said it 
met all the qualifications 
set out in the RFP. It puts 
the prope1ty back on the 
tax rolls, it ensures only 
one dwelling on the prop
e1ty, and that it is a sus
tainable dwelling, and it 
allows a conservation 
restriction on the bulk of 
the land. Details of the CR 
are still to be wi-itten, and 
it may allow or restI-ict 
agriculh1re, forestry, or 
hunting. Voters will get a 
chance to see the proposal 
and give their opinions at 
the next special town 
meeting. Wendell needs a 
special town meeting 
soon, and the selectboard 
set the date tentatively for 
Thursday, September 8th 
to avoid the clerk's 
Wednesday office hours. 
Pooser said he would post 
the proposal on the town 
website leaving out priva
cy details. 

Open Space Chair 
Marianne Sundell, who 
was at the meeting waiting 
to discuss the pe1macul
ture project, also 
expressed some disap
pointment that the propos
al stopped at stabilizing 
the old house, and did not 
go fmther to restoration. 
She said the national his
toric community has 
money that might be used 
to bring the house back 
into shape. 

She said she had 
reworked the contract that 
Wendell used with its 
town forester to fit 
Jonathan Bates, who is 
see WENDELL page 8 
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Ferry Meadow Fann - Part D 
Turners Falls, Massachusetts - 2017 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL - I 
have not seen Jason since the 
summer after our high-school 
graduation, but he looks exact
ly the same ten years later. I 
can tell this because he is more 
than a head taller than the 
crowd around him. He must be 
standing up on something, I 
realize. He is backed against a 
high chain-link fence, giving a 

WENDELL from pg 7 
helping the town develop a per
maculture plot as pa1t of the 
community garden. There will 
be a charette at the town hall, 
Sunday July 31st from 2:00 to 
6:00 with a potluck meal fol
lowing, to get input on what 
people want there. Selectboard 
concerns were that no tree 
planted should have the poten
tial to grow tall enough to 
threaten the office building or 
drop branches on cars parked in 
the lot. 

Sundell also mentioned con
trol efforts for Japanese 
knotweed including possible 
spraying, with Conservation 
Commission oversight. Pooser 
cautioned against, "shooting 
the messenger," and said 
knotweed root was high in a 
sterol useful against lyme dis
ease, and the emerging shoot is 
edible. Eve1y plant has its les
sons. 

Gretchen Smith, the town's 
new clerk scheduled time for 
some questions, concerns and 
initiatives. She showed board 
members a list of fees including 
reducing the late fee for a dog 
license to $10, but charging that 
fee eve1y time a payment is 
late. She said that an expert 
from the Northeast Document 
Conservation Center (NDCC) 
thought poorly of the plan to 
have Wendell Firefighters with 
turnout gear and air packs to 

speech. Shouting a speech, 
really. It's hard to hear, since 
the microphone is mounted, 
with the camera, on a building 
somewhere above the crowd. 
People figure out where the 
best StreetLevel cameras are 
located and choose those spots 
to give speeches, or perfonn, 
or stage demonstrations
whatever they want the public 

remove moldy documents from 
the town vault, blow them off 
with compressed air, and leave 
them in boxes to air out while 
vents are put in the vault to 
allow air flow and avoid fuh1re 
mold. She said that the NDCC 
expert will come to town, look 
into the vault with her and give 
the town an estimate for the 
cost of cleaning out mold from 
the vault and its documents. 

Keller said that Gregor 
Trinkhaus of the Massachusetts 
Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) had 
reviewed the firefighter plan 
and his opinion was that it 
would be adequate. 

Fin Com Chair Michael 
Idoine met the Selectboard with 
concerns about the fuh1re of 
Wendell's public safety, the 
police and fire Departments. 
Wendell's entire budget for 
public safety is less than the 
salary of a single police chief in 
a neighboring town; both the 
police chief and fire chief serve 
essentially as volunteers. 
Neither Ed Chase nor Everett 
Ricketts will be able to do that 
forever. ldoine questioned if 
Wendell can afford a stand
alone police or fire Department, 
and how well a shared depart
ment would work. He suggest
ed forming a shldy committee, 
similar to the money manage
ment sh1dy committee, to see 
how other towns have dealt 
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It's six years .into the future in Montague, Massachusetts. The recess.ion has turned .into an all
out Depress.ion. Our protagonist, Theresa, is one of the few people st.ill making any money. ... 

to see. 
Now that I am paying atten

tion I can tell that Jason is talk
ing about the French 
Revolution. He speaks in 
English, then pauses while a 
woman next to him interprets 
for him. He is calling for the 
people to rise up again. "In 
1857 ," Jason shouts, 
"Frederick Douglass spoke 
these words." He pauses; the 
woman says the same thing in 
French. He raises a piece of 
paper and reads from it, "Find 
out just what any people will 
quietly submit to and you have 
the exact measure of the injus
tice and wrong which will be 
imposed on them." He passes 
the paper to the woman. She 
speaks. "We will no longer 

with the increased demand put 
on public safety officials and 
how they have dealt with fire 
chief and police chief succes
sion. 

The owner of a parcel of 
land, #2 New Salem Road 
wants to take that land out of 
Chapter 61 protection, and 
offer it for sale. Town bylaws 
give Wendell the right of first 
refusal, but Selectboard mem
bers felt the town had no need 
to exercise that right in this 
case. They will hold a public 
hearing at their next regular 
meeting to see if any person in 
town objects to the change in 
tax stahls and the possible sale 
of that land. 

After two weeks of thinking 
in circles, Heard said that she 
was leaning toward accepting 
the low bid, $3.39 a gallon 
from Orange Oil, for 2011 to 
2012 heating oil. No member of 
the Fin Com and no member of 
the selectboard could offer a 
certain prediction that the price 
would go down not up. Other 
selectboard members agreed 
with Heard and the selectboard 
voted to accept that bid. 

Heard also said that the 
Swift River School green repair 
schedule might be impacted by 
tornado repairs in Springfield 
which is keeping contractors 
busy. In addition, insulation 
orders are backed up 40 IJ· 
weeks. 

""" 

submit!" Jason shouts. The 
crowd is cheering and chanting 
before the woman has finished 
interpreting. 

Jason sinks to the level of 
the crowd around him and dis
appears. Someone takes his 
place on the improvised stage 
and addresses the crowd in 
French. I watch another 
minute. My French is not good 
enough to understand what this 
person is saying, though. 

I go to check the news on 
desktop 1, wanting to discover 
what brings Jason to Paris. It 
looks like there has been a 
strike on for three days. The 
strikes happen so often, and in 
so many countries, that it is 
hard for me to keep track. As I 
am skimming someone's blog 
about the Paris stl'ike, I glance 
over at desktop 2, my work. I 
have emails and work piling up 
agam. 

It's the end of the day 
before I even feel like I have 
time to breathe. I have forgot
ten about the strikes in Paris 
until now. It was really Jason I 
was interested in, not the polit
ical sih1ation. At this point all 
I want to do is get away from 
the computer, so I go to the 
kitchen. 

I look out the window at the 

MONTAGUE from pg 6 
sewer output (CSO) project, 
reporting that the project was 
proceeding as planned and that 
operational testing was on track 
to begin as scheduled next week. 

WPCF Superindendent Bob 
Trombley gave the board a brief 
overview of the ongoing com
bined sewer output (CSO) proj
ect, rep01ting that the project 
was proceeding as planned and 
that operational testing was on 
track to begin as scheduled next 
week. 

Greg Roy of CDM presented 
an overview of his recent work 
concerning the financial viabili
ty of building a pump station for 
Millers Falls and the associated 
upgrades to the sewer system 
that would need to be made to 
accommodate the increased 
usage. According Roy's repo1t, 
Montague stands to benefit from 
huge savings projected for twen-

street and wonder why I am 
still living here. Diana is right, 
of course. There is nothing for 
me in Turners Falls. The house 
belonged to my mother's 
father, a man I saw less than 
once a year before he died. I 
have no particular attachment 
to my grandfather's house, and 
what is worse, I lived here with 
Rick. The house is full of 
memories of him. 

As I look in my nearly
empty refrigerator, I wonder 
what it would be like to live in 
a place where I could buy food 
without having to drive twenty 
minutes to Hadley. When peo
ple here couldn't afford their 
cars anymore, the big super
markets closed. Anyway, most 
people can't afford produce 
either. 

Still there is something 
about this town that has grown 
on me. It feels real compared 
to the rest of my life. I think 
my co-workers don't even 
realize that people are hungiy, 
living without electricity and 
cars. It's not like I am helping 
the situation, I remind myself, 
by living here, driving my 
Prius through the middle of it 
all. Jason comes into my mind 
again. What would he think, if 
he could see me now? 

ty years out if they go fo1ward 
with plans to treat the waste of 
Millers Falls rather than contin
uing the cunent treatment 
through the Town of Erving. 

David Jensen repo1ted that 
demolition of the Raih-oad 
Salvage building is set to begin 
soon after the full removal of 
asbestos from the premises is 
complete. 

The selectboard requested 
additional infonnation from the 
Town Administrator concerning 
repo1ts of metal objects being 
dropped from tmcks along the 
Route 63 area of Millers Falls 
allegedly due to increased use of 
the road for tmcking as a result 
of the closure of the Gill
Montague bridge. 

The next selectboard meeting 
is scheduled for August 1st, 
2011 at 7:00PM at the 
Montague Town Hall. 

II 
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Turners Falls Fish Factory 
Featured in Time Magazine 
Australis Aquaculture, the 

state-of-the-art barramundi fish 
fann located in the industrial 
park in Turners Falls, was fea
tured in the July 7th issue of 
Time magazine. The article, 
entitled "The End of the Line," 
focused on fish fanning as pos
sibly the only way of preserv
ing our supply of fresh fish. 
Montague Center's Josh 
Goldman, the founder of 

Australis, was quoted as say
ing "We're producing great
quality fish without harming 
the oceans or anything else." 
Time concluded that factories 
like Australis "might represent 
the last, best chance for fish to 
have a future." You can read 
the article at: 
www.time.com/time/health/arti 
cle/0,8599 ,2081796,00.html#ix 
zz1SnO1S9Ls 

Australis specialize.r in growing ba"amundi, or Asian sea bass. Larval ftsh 
are flown from Australia to the U.S. The compa'!Y is researching spawning 
techniques. Batramundi live in fresh water, salt water and estuaries (where 

fresh and saltwater meet). 

EKSTROM from page 1 
meeting with DESE. Ekstrom 
suggested they wait until the 
Accelerated Improvement Plan 
(AIP) is completed and see what 
kind of response they get from 
the state first. She said the AIP 
will be sub1nitted to DESE by 
July 26 and was being prepared 
with the help of Christine 
LeBarge, the newly hired Level 
4 Planning Manager for the 
school district. The state has 
offered the district several se1v
ices to help with the process of 
improving status, including pay
ing the salaiy for the planning 
manager. LeBarge was hired 
through DESE for a position 
that is expected to last for the 
next two to three years, in 
prepaiing to move the district 
out of Level 4 status into Level 
3. Ekstrom said she understands 
eve1yone's fmstration. Saying it 
can't all happen at once, that the 
district is moving fo1ward, she 
asked for patience. Ekstrom 
pointed out that the district had 
ah-eady made progress over the 
last year since the district 
review was completed and that 
the three years is not set in 
stone. She expressed confidence 
that the district can achieve the 
improvement required more 
quickly and said "it is up to us 
how fast it happens." 

When the vote was finally 
called Singleton's motion was 
defeated 4-3. Voting in favor 
were Singleton, Sandy Brown 
and Marge Levenson; voting 
against were Waldron, Joyce 

Phillips, Jane Oakes, and Kristin 
Boyle. Chair Mike Langknecht 
abstained. 

On the day following the 
School Co1mnittee meeting the 
superintendent did meet with 
representatives from both Gill 
and Montague. As a result of the 
discussions, Ekstrom contacted 
a representative from DESE 
who is willing to meet with the 
School Committee and the 
towns toward the middle of 
August, though an exact date 
has not yet been fixed. 

Ekstrom announced the hir
ing of Travis Yagodzinski as the 
new assistant principal for 
Montague Elementary School. 
He will join the newly hired 
principal Maureen Donelan. 
School committee members 
asked about the new Gill 
Elementa1y principal, Kathleen 
Adams, and Ekstrom said she 
would invite her to join them at 
the next meeting so the co1mnit
tee members can have a chance 
to meet her. 

Lynn Bassett presented the 
new guidelines for food se1vices 
that include tightening control 
over payment so that parents do 
not end up owing large amounts 
of money to food se1vice. They 
ask that parents pay ahead for 
breakfast and lunch if they can, 
or make sure that the children 
have money to pay for meals. 
Free breakfast/lunch or reduced 
ltmch fees are available to those 
who qualify and parents are 
encouraged to apply. Eve1y 
effo1t will be made to communi
cate with the fa1nily and Bassett 
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reminded them that at any time 
during the yeai· a family can fill 
out fonns requesting free or 
reduced fees for meals. 

The new guidelines in place 
since April 2011 are as follows: 
Turners Falls High School stu
dents are presumed to be 
responsible enough to have 
money to purchase meals with 
them daily. High school stu
dents are not allowed to charge 
meals in the cafeteria if they do 
not have a balance on accOlmt or 
cash. Middle school students ai·e 
also presumed to be responsible 
enough to bring money with 
them daily. However, should 
they forget money on occasion, 
parents will be notified by food 
se1vice and their child will be 
fed that day and their account 
billed accordingly. The next day 
without payment, the child will 
be given a cheese sandwich and 
1nilk. The account will be billed 
and an additional charge of 
$2.00 will be made to the stu
dent's account. Pai·ents will then 
be notified by food service to 
have their child bring lunch 
from home the next day or sub
mit payment to restore the 
accOlmt balance. 

For students at Gill and 
Montague Elementa1y schools, 
should a student forget their 
ltmch money, parents will be 
notified by food service and 
their child will be fed that day 
and their accotmt billed accord
ingly. On the next day without 
payment the child will be given 
a cheese sandwich and 1nilk. 
There will be an additional 

charge of $2.00 made to the stu
dent account. Parents will be 
notified by food se1vice to have 
their child bring lunch from 
home the next day or submit 
payment to restore the balance 
to their account. Bassett 
assured the committee members 
no child will be denied food 
because of lack of money. 

Bassett said that food se1vic
es is a non-profit business and 
is not supported by local tax 
dollars. The daily operational 
budget comes from fees paid 
and state and federal subsidies. 
At one point the total of over
due balances was $3500. With 
the new policy, she repo1ted 
that the overdue balance is 
down to $400 since January 
2011. She said there was a big 
effort to get this solved. They 
looked at the Greenfield 
schools to see what they do 
because they seem to do this 
successfully. Waldron said she 
didn't feel it was right to punish 
a child or put them in a situation 
of being embarrassed because 
they didn't have money to pay 
for ltmch and asked if there 
wasn't another way to do this. 
She said she appreciated the 
effo1t to improve communica
tion with parents, with letters 
sent through the mail and per
sonal phone calls to parents 
replacing the ineffective 
method of sending a note home 
with the children. Other mem
bers of the school committee 
agreed in te1ms of following 
their own guidelines of provid
ing a good nutritional meal to 
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children which a cheese sand
wich and 1nilk did not seem to 
provide. As these are adininis
trative guidelines the school 
committee did not vote on this 
but expressed support for 
changing the policy to let chil
dren get the regular meal and 
deal directly with parents 
regarding collection of fees. 
Ekstrom said she would discuss 
it with Jim Lloyd of Food 
Se1vices when he returns in the 
fall. 

The school coimnittee did 
approve the request by Bassett 
that Russell Dupere, attorney 
for the school district, be direct
ed to send a letter to the seven 
families who still owe between 
$20 and $200 to food se1vices. 
The school committee also 
approved a ten cent ($. I 0) 
increase in elementa1y school 
lunch fees, raising the price 
from $2.25 to $2.35 for FY12 in 
order to make sure that schools 
are providing the same level of 
suppo1t for students paying for 
lunch as they are for students 
eligible for free lunches. 
Adjustments can be made incre
mentally and so for this year it 
will be just ten cents. 

School co1mnittee members 
expressed interest in attending 
the Block Paity in Turners Falls 
on August 13. Ekstrom said she 
intends to be there. 

The next regular Gill
Montague school committee 
meeting will be held on August 
16, 2011 at Turners 
Falls High School at 111 
7:00p.m. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

4H MArn RoAD, G,u 
OPEN 7 DAYS, 8 AM - 7 PM 

,113-863-2,:1,97 

WWW. UPINNGlL.COM 

UPINNGIL 
Food You JVeedfrom the Land You Love 

ltJIMI PICKLES I 
Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Available by the jar at 
Old Depot Gardens 

in Montague! 

www.tealpickles.com 
( 413) 7 7 4-2600 G reeofield, MA 

ontague 

BOC!~!:!~!-L 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

413-367-9206 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

Lunch Deliveries! 
for orders over $50 

Tuesday-Friday, between 10am - 2pm 

Tue - Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Check out our Great Lunch Menu 

Now Open Sundays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Cakes, Pastries, Coffee, Soup and Bread 

Closed Mondays 

CRULSE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

l!RSATIVS NAIRl!IITTING 
PSRMC a. eo,ou 

Men, Women a. ~hffd~•n 

%•.Pls-t~'S ~ C~D,l(y~ 
Gift l!ettifieate.c Available 

8'6.5-2022 
Matle f?asflne 74 PIIOtP~f?T ff. 
lllehal'cl DIGeotge (Thursdays) TUIIN~U FAllt 



10 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

{jJJ)e,u{Jl §go/ .a,!-Charette onJuly 31 
. ·.~ .. ' . .,) ' . \ , .. 

Neighborhood Farm website 
refers to the Wi.kipedi.a entiy, 
which defines forest gardening 
as "a food production and 
land management system based 
on woodland ecosystems, but 
substituting trees (such as 
frnit or nut trees), bushes, 
shrubs, herbs and vegetables ' ) 

BY KATIE NOLAN 
Wendell's food forest garden 
charette on July 31st will help in 
setting goals and analyzing the 
site for a proposed town garden, 
according to Lisa DePiano, one 
of the founders of Montview 
Neighborhood Fa1m in 
N01thampton. Montview raises 
food crops using hand tools and 
human power and sells the pro-

, ' 
.j· i 
;-·., ,:. 
"; •• J J , i' ! . : .,. . 

, \ which have yields directly use-

Site of proposed food garden in Wendell 

duce in the neighborhood from and supporters of the Wendell 
an on-site fannstand as part of a Community Garden, Wendell 
movement to reduce the use of Good Neighbors, the Wendell 
fossil fuels in food production Energy Committee, and the 
and distribution. Open Space Committee are 

A charette is defined as "a encouraged to attend this ses
collaborative session in which a si.on. 
group of designers drafts a solu- DePi.ano will start by 
tion to a design problem." explaining what forest garden
Wendell residents, people inter- ing is to the charette collabora
ested in food forest gardening, tors. The Montview 

Farm Neiahhors 

ful to humans. Making use of 
companion planting, these can 
be i.nte1mixed to grow on multi
ple levels in the same area, as do 
the plants in a forest." 

The charette will break up 
into small groups and develop 
specific goals for the garden. 
This is where the forest garden 
collaborators tiy to answer the 
question "What are we really 
tiyi.ng to do?" said DePiano. 
Some examples of goals might 
include raising seed crops for a 
local seedbank, growing medic
inal herbs, raising the most food 
possible in a small space, raising 
fruit to pick from May to 
October, or experimenting with 
novel crops. The charette pa11i.c
ipants will also walk over the 
proposed garden area and inven
to1y the space. According to 
DePi.ano, an important food for
est concept is "working with 
what's already there." 

As well as working with the 
garden space and plants, 
DePiano hopes that collabora-

Hip on Chicks 
'J,:-. are 5 chickens 

(Hope, Petali., 
Cometa, Soleil, 
and Friendly). 
These chickens 
were hatched 

.: ~ :·:·. on the farm 
, . ::-; with the help of 
·~ - an incubator 

bragged. When I inquired about a 
"passive solar chicken coop," 
Chloe explained that it is southern 
facing, so the chickens will keep 
wann into the fall and keep produc
ing eggs at their summe1ti.me rate. 
"It's like a big chicken aquarium!" 
giggled Chloe. 

from Craig's 
list and know

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK how of her dad, 

BY STEVE DAMON 
Ted. She and 

It's a weakness of mine - whenev
er I see a photo of a young lady 
with a chicken on her head, I have 
to ask questions. The youngster 
was Chloe Castro-Santos, the pro
prietor of Hippy Hill Fa1m. She 
answered all my questions. 

her little sister, Maya, named the 
chicks. The chickens, which are fed 
organic feed, are free-range "most 
of the ti.me." The eggs, which she 
has been selling for just a few 
months, can be purchased at 
Upi.ngill Fannstand. 

As for the future, she hopes to 
get more hatching eggs from Sonel 
Hatch to fill the big chicken aquar
ium with clucking birds. When not 
taking care of feathered creatures 
or practicing her piano and flute, 
Chloe prepares to be a 7th grader at 
Four Rivers Charter School. 
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tors will build relationships that 
will suppo11 the forest garden 
through its periods of prepara
tion, planting, and maintenance. 

For the Wendell project, 
DePiano is working with land
scape designer Jonathan Bates 
in designing a pe1maculture/edi.
ble food forest garden near the 
Town Offices parking area. 
The Open Space committee 
hi.red Bates after the expense 
was approved at Wendell's 
annual town meeting. Based 
on the goals and site info1ma
tion that the people attending 
the charette and DePiano pro
vide, Bates will develop the 
final design for the garden 
space. 

Volunteers working with the 
Open Space committee will pre
pare the soil and use donated 
plants and plants bought with 
donated money to create the 
design on the ground. 
According to DePiano, one of 
tl1e goals for the charette will be 
providing an understanding of 
how to implement tl1e design 
once it has been created. 

The design charette will be 
held Sunday July 31st from 2:00 
to 6:00 p.m. starting with an 
introduction at the town hall and 
continuing with a walk to look 
over the future garden space. 
There will be a potluck dinner 
following the charette. 

Chloe has been raising chickens 
since she was nine; she turned 12 
on 7 /21. At the current time, there 

Chloe and Ted recently complet
ed a new chicken coop. "It's the 
only passive solar chicken coop I 
know of," Chloe's mom, Jocelyn, 

Steve Damon is the Chairperson 
of the Gill Agricultural 
Commission. His monthly column 
(Farm Neighbors) for The 
Montague Reporter features Gill '.s' 
agricultural personalities. Chloe Castro-Santos, the pt-oprietor of Hippy Hill Farm 
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Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 
Thai Massage 

50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 
Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by Rocketfusion 
413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 181 & 3rd Thws Jazz 

Glass 15, Bottle 120, Appetizerr 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. - 1 ,m. 
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ELEVEN WAYS TO WALK Tenth in a Series of Walks around West Gill 

West Gill North and Onto Dole 
BY P.H.CROSBY not quaint. This farm's got atti

tude. It makes a silent state
ment to those who think faim
ing a carefree and delightful 
alternative to what has now 
become the "ordina1y" life and 
work of office, store or school. 
This farm suggests fa1ming is 
hard, continuous, taxing, often 
monotonous work, however 
wo1thwhile, but at least you cai1 
make the best of it by doing it 
faithfully, properly, and well. 

must have had a jumper cow on 
his hands. As with sheep, all it 
takes is one jumper in a group 
to lead to headaches for a 
farmer. Till its misbehavior is 
prevented ( or terminated by a 1 

tiip to the auction), such a cow 
will lead its otherwise placid 
companions over the fences 
and about the town till the con
stables come a-calling. 

I am staring at a pile of suds in 
a little creek that mns 1101th to 
south under Dole Road and into 
Otter Swamp. This is a pa1ticu
larly large pile of suds, but 
there are many such scattered 
along this brook, wherever the 
flow comes up against a log or 
rock or bank. It is above where 
a herd of cows are pastured, so 
it doesn't seem to have any
thing to do with their activities. 
I have yet to figure out what it 
is, but maybe it has something 
to do with Bouncing Bet. This 
pale, round-clustered flower is 
in bloom now along our road
sides just about everywhere. 
And its other common name is 
soapwort, because its leaves 
will lather somewhat, my spin
ner-friends tell me, and actually 
wash things. I would like to 
think this is nothing but the 
nm-off of a soapy wildflower 
coming down from above. 

Along the way I passed 
banks ai1d battl<s of the aptly
named Queen Anne's Lace, 
orange day lilies next to traffic
light, yellow goldenrod, St. 
John's wort all but gone by, 
accented by the hardened 
plumes of dock in sculpted bur
gundy--tempting for flower 
aiTangements, but you'll regret 
it if you spread that seed! 
Rabbits-foot clover dusts the 
west shoulder of the road with 
pi1tl< and violet, and eastwai·d 
the dips and bands ai1d ribbons 
of the swainp and its surround
ing valleys and hills contain 
more shades of green-mint, 
lime, cha1treuse, olive, high
way-sign green, forest ai1d 
more-than the most deluxe of 
Crayola boxes. 

Just happened to my family 
last weekend, as a matter of 
fact, when they spent several 
hours of a Sunday afternoon 
tracking stray cows through the 
shrubbe1y, only to find the 
cows were someone else's, not 
our own. There's some justice 
in this. Each yeai·, my husband 
is dutifully nominated and 
elected in Town Meeting to the 
uncompensated but noble
sounding position of Field 
Driver, a tradition townspeople 
have been reluctant to let fall 
from the Wairnnt. This year he 
actually perfo1med the func
tion. 

Bouncing Bet or soapwort-Is this the beautiful jlo111er lathering up the brook 

I reached here by travelling 
north on West Gill again, from 
Center Road past the meadows, 
long-legged birds, ghostly 
trees, varicolored grasses, and 
damp, 1ich scents of the great 
swamp. It is a soft, gray, moist 
morning; in a few hours the 
heat will make it unwalkable 
for all but the most hardy. I'm 
in the land of the farm with tl1e 
hardy fences, a spare and 
unsentimental place without 
any apparent name or many of 
the other accessories we use to 
dress up fa1ms for company. It 
has barns, livestock, fodder, 
fences, equipment and vehi
cles, and the pains it takes go to 
keeping things functioning, 
orderly, and productive, not 
overtly charming and certainly 

Turning left on Dole to fin
ish the fifteen minutes, I travel 
next to a cowpath the fa1mer's 
heifers have beaten into the top 
of the baitl<, just the other side 
of a stone and steel-cable guai·d 
rail. You don't see many guai·d 
rails built like this any more. In 
fact, it's surprising someone 
ever found it necessa1y to 
string bai·bed wire tautly six 
inches above tl1e top of it, it 
looks so solid and effective a 
ba1Tier on its own. The farmer 

As I reach home, I run sur
rounded once again by baitl<s of 
escaped day lilies, putting this 
recent poem in mind, reflecting 
on how much the daylilies see, 
even if they do only live a day ... 
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LAMORE LUMBER 
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Sheds • Barns • Garages 

Additions • Screen Porches • Kits 

Bork Mulch 

25 Year Guarantee 
We Custom Build on Your Property 

www.post-beam.com 
Email: l.amore@post-beam.com 

Phone (413) 773-8388 

Fax: (413) 773-3188 

724 Greenfield Road, Rte s lt 1 o 
Deerfield, MA o 1342 
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ThcYi11 TaveRn 
Co-me For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat.10-5 

SHA NSTRUCTION 
UP~L'Y Co. INc. 

"Rock solid service with level advice .. 

♦• mptete Masonry Supply 
Offering a complete line of pavers, 

all It.one, retaining wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 

and at 011r new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. MainSt,Brottleboro www.shonahansupply.com 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

4 l 3-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Turners Falls 
Pizza House 

119 Avenue A 
863-8000 
We Deliver 
Grinders • Dinners • Beer & Wine 
Open 7 days• 41 years on the Ave It's Pizza Time! 

Huge Seledion of Passenger, 
light Trud</SUV, Trude, Farm, 
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer, 
lawn & Garden, ATV 

Pfllll 
Tires for Work. Tires for Play. 

www.petestire.com 
Northampton • 186 North King St. 413-586-8815 
Brattleboro • 220 Old Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628 
Orange • 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811 

Fine used and antiquarian books, 
ephemera, antiquarian maps, sm11/ls, and more 

Qi-JIIOl6'ji1 --Bookse;Eers 
Hours: 711i..1t.-S1m. 11 to 5, mid 'mj chance 

P/1.: (413) 625-3311 - unvw.shelburnefnllsbooks.com 
5 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls, MA 0I370 

Ertter in back c>f building, off Deerfield Ave, 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 X142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 
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to get the news from poems The editors would like to thank 
the following for their generous 
financial underwriting of The 
Poetry Page: -

yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, 
and Janel Nockleby 
design by Boysen Hodgson & 

Claudia Wells 

In spite of myself 

I love myself; 
piggy-backed pride; 

top-heavy, 
waterlogged 

remains of someone 

I can't remember. 

Water bubbles rise to the top, 
as I grasp 

for a life preserver 

with the trepidation 

of a frantic, questionable 

king. 

What to rule, 

and when, 

if at all, 
while the subjects are sleeping 

the sleep of malice, 

and dark dreams lurk 

for their moment 

of frail fame. 

Verdant hills 
hide the scorched underbelly 

of the land I knew; 

and a volcanic uneasiness 

threatens to expose 

the lie 
and, with it, the truth. 

But who can tell the difference, 

anyway, if there is one? 

All of it hot ash, 

the final reminder 
of character's swirling illusions 

in a palatial puddle 

-Kevin Smith 
Turners Falls 

- William Carlos Williams 

Readers are invited to send poems to the 
Montague Reporter at 58 4th Street. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376; 
or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

Conception 

Klondike Sound, 
Carlin Barton, Joe Graveline, 
Montague Dental Arts, 
Dr. Robert Koolkin, 
Green Fields Market, and 
Michael Muller 

It happens beneath our notice. 

Single cells intend 

no secrecy, though. 

Microscopic pollen meets tiny egg 

in broad daylight with the consequence 

of an apple falling 

ripe from the tree- its flesh bruising 

on impact, juice running--

only much smaller, 

and quiet. 

We begin to suspect, 

look for signs 

that something is growing-

the potential that we might realize 

when it is round 

and ready-and screaming, 

we may later bear it into the world, 

birth a loud announcement of 

something begun months before. 

Now I invest hope 

in a microscopic inception-

the concept that I might nourish, 

with what runs in my blood, 

potential. What will come is becoming 

whole in quiet darkness, ripening, 

its fruition an end 

of growth in silence 

and a beginning. 

-Eloise Michael 

Turners Falls 

everything supports everything else 
four plates 

blood brown to scab red 
to ochre 

July 28, 2011 

house not collapsed 

lead antinomy: one ton: 
48 inches by 48 inches by 1 inch 

rigidity real 

fixity askew 

plates incline at top 
outcline at bottom 

nothing supports anything 

convergence in corners converges 

grace is groundedness 

fluxed scuff shines brighter than bile 
left out in rain and snow 

enclosure an opening 
as closure a beginning 

destitute rust in progress tells time 

another center 

land locked horizon 

scars shine and scratches cower 

left of absolute center 

gravity: a threat 
defiance: a gesture of optimism 

no ships no waves 

as if we had never been airborne 

or never pinned our hopes on some dream of sky 

in earth to earth transcendence 
transmittal is elemental 

house not collapsing but could 

decline 
descends 

blinds fold 

anything supports nothing 

temporality a myth 
transit gone 

years flap 

just a hint of a future 

push the lead 
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While 

Icebergs are 
melting 

Eskimos are 
contemplating 

swimming pools 

Will Dinosaurs 
respond 

to the return 
of moisture 

If there is a tree 
will the rarest 
butterfly roost 

in a radiated rose 

My heart or 
yours, his, or hers 
Even theirs may 

attain true 
understanding 

Will the world 
turn back on 

its way 
to the next 
universe 

-Patricia Pruitt 
Turners Falls 

brother 

the wheel in your hand 
across this fertile land 
so many songs you've sung 
so many hours ground down 
lenses scoping out the action 
the reactions, surprised 
parties averted gazes and 
the twelve steps to nowhere. 
vice grip pliers held that 
wheel in place, a two-tone 
bus with us half grown 
steering our way, off to 
the highway, the long, long 
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winding road home, the stolen flag 
a bartender's gift, like a 
splash in the plaza fountain 
without all that fame to 
distract us, to grab the wheel 
coming loose in our hands. 

-Don Ogden 
Leverett 

Penelope 

Whose is the greater bravery then? 
Yours: Lured by sirens, 
Lulled by zephyrs, 
Lashed by storms. 
Or mine: steadfastly sewing, 
Breathless for your return. 

-Leslie Brown 
Montague City 

So That. .. 

A decision could be made 

The decision could be made 

The way ahead charted 

Out of night into day 

Night into day 
Out of time into travel 

A decision could be made 
Is it late? Are we late? 

A way ahead charted 
Beyond all impossibility 

Out of time into travel 
What remains to be seen? 

Beyond all impossibility 
Or an alternative created 

An alternative created 
As if the sky did not rain 

As if no one was lost 
And the sea was not rising 

~the poetry page 

And the sea was not rising 

Churning water and salt 

Off in the distance 
What remains to be seen? 

Had a decision occurred? 

Did a boat set sail? 

Off in the distance 
it had seemed far away 

It had not seemed real 
As if a sky did not rain 

The way ahead was charted 
As if no one was lost 

And the boat set sail 
churning water with salt 

It had not seemed real 

beyond all impossibility 

Off in the distance What remains 

to be seen? 

-Patricia Pruitt 
Turners Falls 
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GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
4th QUARTER HONOR ROLLS 

GRADE 6 

First Honors 
Tyler Akey 
Gabrielle Arzuaga 
Tionne Brown 
Nolan Courtemanche 
Keara Deery 
Savannah Donahue 
William Doyle 
Jordyn Fiske 
Tess Hunter 
Nathaniel Hurley 
Madelyn Johnson 
Ian Moriarty 
Daniela Parpalov 
Haleigh Paulin 
Will Roberge 
Patrick Salls 
Amanda Savinski 
Clarissa Schotanus 
Nicole Thibeault 
Luis Torres 
Hailey Trott 
Michelle Vassar 
Mark Waite 
Jordan Wyman 

SHEA from page 1 

audience feeling that it was just 
the right length. 

Similar to the length of the 
show, the cast required is ve1y 
small. Bountiful contains seven 
roles, only three of which 
appear in more than one scene 
and are achially referred to by 
name more than once. In fact, 
this anti-personalization lends 
more credence to the reality of 
the sto1y and the flow of the 
show; a ticket agent would not 
be referred to by name and a 
stranger met on a bus would not 
stick around to keep an old 
woman company for hours on 
end. 

Second Honors 
Jeremy Anderson 
Michael Babcock 
Timothy Black 
Tommy Bocharnikov 
Nicholas Croteau 
Jemma Rose Dickson 
Melissa Hersey 
Regina Hope 
Michelle Leh 
Dylan Mailloux 
Veronika Sankova 
Alysha Wozniak 
Jacob Wright 
Dimitrios Zantouliadis 

Third Honors 
Richard Craver 
Madison Currier 
Jack Darling 
Holley De Varney 
Calley Hubert 
Jonathan LaClaire 
Trayanna Santiago 

GRADE 7 

First Honors 
Rileigh Carlisle 

the town at a very young age. 
At some point Jesse Mae (Nan 
Mann), Ludie's over-control
ling and extremely 
bossy wife, wakes 
to find, to her utter 
disgust, the both of 
them ve1y much 
awake. 

Inevitably, an 
argument com-

Ivy Cross 
Tarrah Dempsey 
Colby Dobias 
James Fritz 
Ryan Lenois 
Riley Palmer 
Jenna Putala 
Nevan Shattuck 
Sydney Upham 
Alexandra Vieira 
Alexxis Young 

Second Honors 
Fallyn Adams 
Jacob Barboza 
Jarod Brown 
Allison Cooke 
Kamryn Frost 
Nadia Hasan 
Seth Leamy 
Lindsey Mailloux 
Mitchell Mailloux 
Timothy Momaney 
Sadie Pelletier 
Mackenzie Phillips 
Allyson Renaud 
Tanner Richardson 
Seth Rider 
Margaret Sroka 
Rachel Waldron 

translated through superb act
ing by every character. In the 
main role, Stephens does an 

Hailey Whipple 

Third Honors 
Courtney Crafts 
Patrick Gamache 
Alison Ovalle 
Marissa Sierakoski 
Ciara Staiger 

GRADE 8 

First Honors 
Haleigh Bassett 
Ryan Bezio 
Sara Bradley 
Amber Caouette 
Danielle Conant 
Malcolm Crosby 
Teagan Deery 
Cheyenne Edwards 
Liam Ellis 
Lexi Griffin 
Melanie Howard 
Emily Kells 
Andrew LaPenta 
Ken Leng 
Jacqueline MacConnell 
Ian MacPhail 
Alexander Morin 

bickering as if they were ach1-
ally man-ied and filling the the
atre with the tension of a some-

Kelly Rehorka 
Mackenzie Salls 
Serena Smith 
Zachary Wright 
Nicholas York 
Charles Zilinski 

Second Honors 
Trenton Bourbeau 
Aidan Connelly 
Alexander Fitzpatrick 
Jessica Gaines 
Matteson Heath 
Brittany Miller 
Alexandra Wing-LaClaire 

Third Honors 
Zachary Battistoni 
Lisa Callahan 
Alex Carlisle 
Samantha Currier 
Zachary Demars 
Joshua Gonzalez 
Nicole John 
Connor Kelley 
Andrew Renaud 
Rachel Savinski 
Liam Theis 
Cole T ognarelli 

ing to a shout, is almost grating 
at times, but perfectly in keep
ing with her character. Mann's 
portrayal of the 50's control 
freak is almost resonant of 
some of the characters from 
Grease, but at the same time is 
completely original. 

The other characters, too, 
embody their roles perfectly, 
embracing Texas accents with 
varying degrees of intensity. 
Especially striking was Laura 
Casey, who played Thelma, a 
yom1g woman who Mrs. Watts 
becomes acquainted with while 
on the bus. Mostly a quiet char
acter, Thelma is the wife of a 
recently deployed navy mem
ber. Through her initial reserve, 
and later enthusiasm, Casey 
brings a light to the middle por
tion of Bountiful which is hard 
to miss. 

Bountifitl begins simply 
enough; the setting is a two 
room apartment in Houston, 
during the mid 50's. Ludie (Jim 
Bombicino), a middle aged 
manied man, gets out of bed in 
the middle of the night and 
heads to the living room only to 
find that his mother, Carrie 
Watts (Nancy Stephens) is still 
awake. The two begin remi
niscing about their home town, 
Bountiful, with Ludie claiming 
he remembers nothing as he left 

mences and the 
precedent for the 
show is set; Jesse 
Mae hates having 
Mrs. Watts arnund 
and only tolerates 
her for her pension 
check; Ludie is 
extremely over-pro
tective of his moth
er, yet at the same 
time trnsts her a lit
tle too much; and 
Carrie Watts only 
wants to rehlrn 
home to Bountiful. 

Jim Bombicino as udie, and Nan Mann as Jesse Mae in Thespis Theater Compaf!J's 
production of The Trip To Bountiful at Shea Theater in Turners Falls this 111eekend 

If you were unable to go to, 
or unaware of Thespis' terrific 
production, do yourself a favor 
and take a trip to Bountiful for 
one of the following perfom1-
ances: Friday and Saturday, 
July 29th and 30th at 7:30 p.m., 
or the Sunday, matinee at 2:00 
p.m. on the 31st. LI 

Without revealing too much, 
the rest of the show is Carrie's 
escape and journey to 
Bountiful. These scenes are 
filled with heartwarming anec
dotes, life lessons and many 
semi-cliches. All of this is 

excellent job of po11raying the 
puttering, forgetful and yet, at 
the same time, scheming grand
mother. 

In the supporting roles, 
Bombicino and Mann have 
extremely good chemistry, 

times strained marriage. 
Though Bombicino is a solid 
actor, and portrays the straight 
character very well, it is Mann 
who truly gets into her charac
ter, and under the audience's 
skin. Her shrill voice, often ris-
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REMEMBERING HISTORIC NORTH LEVERETT SAWMILL 
Wzth the dam at the North Leverett sawmill under emergency 

repair, readers might be interested in reading this story (which first 
ran on May 1st, 2008). It includes Lee Glazier's reminiscences of 
the old mill - and many other facets of local lore. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - More 
than 60 people turned out to hear 
Lee Glazier give a talk on local 
histo1y at the Leverett Public 
Libra1y last Thursday, [April 
24th, 2008]. The meeting room 
didn't hold them all. 

The histo1y buffs, young and 
old, were there to hear Glazier 
speak about the water-powered 
sawmill in North Leverett, 
which his family owned from 
1919 to 1965. The mill roof col
lapsed a few years back, but on 
Saturday the town of Leverett 
voted to fund renovations to the 
building at annual town meeting. 
Work has already commenced. 

But on Thursday, it took Lee 
the better pait of an hour to 
waim up. Before he got to the 
sawmill, he recotmted tales of 
fires at the charcoal kilns, barn 
fires, and Leverett's first fire 
truck (a '34 open cab Ford from 
the city of Natick, "pretty nice in 
the winter"), and other facets of 
local lore. 

Lee staited his talk by offer
ing, "If any of you want to walk 
out, go ahead." 

Up on Hemenway Road, 
Walter Jones had bought out the 
previously bankrupt owner of 
several charcoal kilns. Walter 
was in the habit of buying any 
distressed property in those 
days, "buying low and selling 
high," said Lee, and in fact he 
wotmd up buying the sawmill 
from Lee's dad, Peny, in 1965, 
although he never operated it, 
and sold it again soon after. 

One of the brickwork kilns on 
Hemenway Road had been poor
ly constrncted, and when the 
person tending it lit the 75 cords 
of wood on fire, things got out of 
control and the fire depaitment 
had to be called in. 

"We got down there," said 
Lee. "The fire was going pretty 
good. It blew the door right over 
our heads." 

Gordon King used to be the 

fire chief in Leverett in those 
days. Lee said the volunteer fire
fighters showed up and fo1med a 
bucket brigade, and set up a 
po1table pump to establish a 
water supply to fight the blaze. 
But a fire with that much fuel 
can bum for a while, ai1d along 
about 7: 10 in the morning, peo
ple staiting saying, "I've got to 
get to work." 

"Leave 75 cord of wood for 
me to put out. That's our volun
teer fire department," said Lee. 
"Don't ask me. Volunteer to go 
home, I guess." 

Lee said he adjusted the noz
zle on the hose to a fine spray 
and tended the hot spots of the 
fire that way, all by himself. "I 
had it tmder control pretty 
good." 

A few hours later, Walter 
Jones himself shows up. 
"Where's the rest of the fire 
department?" he asked. Then he 
told Lee he'd go and get him 
some coffee and doughnuts. ''I'll 
be right back," Jones told him. 

"I'm still waiting," Lee said. 
David Field broke in at this 

point in the talk to re1nind him, 
"We flooded that thing with 
about three feet of water before 
we left." 

That's the way sto1ytelling 
goes in Leverett. But as Lee 
would say, and did, at eve1y 
opportunity, "That's all right." 

With place names like Coke 
Kiln Road, it's plain No1th 
Leverett used to be a center of 
charcoal production, but Lee 
recalled someone along the 
Sawmill River complained to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency about the smoke and the 
runoff from the kilns in the 70s. 
A bureaucrat came by to investi
gate, took one look, and told 
whoever was operating the kiln, 
"Shut that thing off!" 

"Seventy-five cord of wood," 
said Lee. "How do you shut that 
thing off?" 

Told they would need to 
install million-dollar air filters 
to continue operating the kilns, 
the owners said they weren't 
interested, and chai·coal produc
tion passed into local legend. 
They still produce charcoal in 
Union, CT. 

Ma1jorie, Lee's wife, recalled 
her grandfather telling her that 
during World War II most of the 
charcoal produced in North 
Leverett was sold to the a1my 
for use in gas mask filters, iron
ically. "We had three kihis going 
all the time," she said." 

Lee remembered they used to 
make chai·coal over in North 
Dana, too, before that town was 
flooded to make way for 
Boston's water supply. "I go 
back a ways." 

Lee is 80, and still cuts a 
prodigious amotmt of cord
wood, even if there're no kihis 
left in Leverett to supply. Like 
Lee himself, the Glazier family 
goes back a ways in Leverett. 

"Glaziers were one of the 
first settlers on Brnshy 
Mountain, over here," said Lee. 
"Jonathan Glazier, who came 
from Oakham, down by 
Worcester, built the house in 
1790. Jonathan had ten children, 
and one of his children, 
Ebenezer, had eight, all on that 
Brushy Mountain. 

"I went to a one-room 
schoolliouse, down by the coke 
kilns on Hemenway Road." It 
was later pulled a half mile up 
the hill by 16 team of oxen, and 
Lee lives in it now, with his wife 
Ma1jorie. 

His father, Peny, had a 
po1table sawmill up on Brushy 
Mountain, and used to truck the 
hunber down to the Box Shop 
on No1th Leverett Road, near 
the railroad trestle. According to 
Dan Bennett, who styles himself 
the Leverett Historical Society's 
'Official Roustabout,' the Box 
Shop is located at the site of the 
oldest of the many sawmills that 
one time lined the river from 
Lake Wyola down to the 
Connecticut. 

That sawmill was established 

in 1716, "before Swampfield 
was divided, first into 
Sunderland, 1718, then 
Montague, 1754, Leverett, 
1774, and, finally, Wendell." 
The privilege of using the water 
power at that site was granted to 
Daniel Beeman, Edward Alling, 
Benjamin Mtlllll, and Nathaniel 
Fra1y, but the sawmill apparent
ly pre-existed the deeding of 
that privilege in 1716. 

After a lengthy digression on 
the topic of power lines along 
the M&M Trail, and how the 
power company managed (by 
helicopter) to put up the huge 
poles that cany the lines, Lee 
finally brought his talk around 
to the No1th Leverett Sawmill, 
as the clock advanced toward 
8:30 pm. The number of the 
crowd had swelled; no one had 
gone for a walk. 

"I probably worked there 
longer than anybody else," said 
Lee. "I staited there in '42 or 
'43. Ifl was old enough to drag 
a slab of wood, I was old 
enough to work there." 

Lee recalled in '43 how the 
mill took on ai1 order for the 
Boston shipyai·d, where mine 
sweepers were under construc
tion for the war effort. The keels 
were constructed from 45-foot
long lengths of oak, milled from 
huge oak logs bucked down 
from Shelbmne Falls. 

"There'd be three logs on a 
b11ck. I remember they had big, 
husky boys offloading them." 

Trouble was, the sawmill's 
ca1riage was only 40 feet long, 
so the mill workers had to exe
cute a complicated pirouette to 
get the huge logs seated proper
ly and squared off. "There was 
no high tech loaders in those 
days." 

Lee used to get off the bus 
from high school and walk 
down and help his father at the 
mill tmtil late at night. With all 
the men off to war, "He didn't 
have no help, and there was no 
getting help." 

Ma1jorie recalled the kids in 
North Leverett did a lot of walk
ing in those days. On winter 

afternoons, they would walk all 
the way past Moore's Comer to 
Lake Wyola to go skating in the 
afternoon, and walk back home 
by moonlight. 

Winters at the mill were 
waimed by a round three quaiter 
inch thick top-loading stove, 
fueled by half bushel baskets of 
wet shavings. That produced 
clouds of smoke enough to fill 
the whole valley. 

One time, a bureaucrat 
dropped by to tell his father he 
could no longer dump sawdust 
into the river. 

"That's all right." 
Peny would pile the sawdust 

up until dusk settled at 5 
o'clock, and then open the trap 
door and shovel it into the river, 
with no one the wiser. "Same 
with the shavings. Remember 
that, Arnold?" he asked his 
brother. 

Arnold said, ''No." 
The mill was equipped to 

make clapboai·d siding, and had 
a planer and edger to produce 
tongue and groove pine boards. 
But Lee mostly remembers ttun
ing out tobacco lathes for diying 
tobacco in the fa1ms along the 
Connecticut, and similar useful 
stock. One time his brother, 
Arnold, ttm1ed out a baseball bat 
using the sawmill's equipment. 
"But it was too heavy to swing." 

The mill was always pow
ered by the flow of the river, just 
below the dam, where the bridge 
carries the cross road up to Cave 
Hill. Flotsam carried down the 
river in the flood of '36 took out 
pa1t of the dam, Arnold recalled, 
but the mill survived. 

The mill was never a noisy 
place; only the whine of the saw 
ca1ried across the valley. 

In sullliller, village childi·en 
would prop a boai·d against one 
side of the pitched roof, nm up 
to the ridge and prepare to dive 
into the mill pond. The far side 
of the roof was always hot from 
the stm, so once you started 
down there was no ttuning back. 

"It was a ruce dive," Lee 
recalled. 
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Free Program 
Starting at Turners Falls 

Women's Resource Center 
A Women's Journaling 

Group will be rnnning for the 
five Tuesday evenings in 
August from 6-8pm. This is a 
new offering from Turners 
Falls Women's Resource 
Center (TFWRC). Journaling 
is a way to process and reflect 
on what gives meaning to our 
lives. Writing allows us to 
discern our deeper thoughts 
and feelings. In a confidential 
circle of women, pa1ticipants 
will be given a prompt to write 
from and will be given the 
opportunity to sha1·e their 
writing with the other women 
in the writing circle. Listening 

KEMSLEY from page 1 
aft.ernoon, July 24, sponsored by 
the Libraiy's Teens and Tweens 
program and attended by more 
than a hUI1dred townspeople and 
academy members. 

As tables under the libraiy's 
giant maple tree filled up with 
American and Asiai1 comfort 
food, librarian Rosie Heidkamp 
welcomed the academy's staff 
and twenty-four Chinese youth -
university students on a work 
program to prepai·e the Farley 
Road campus for future 
generations of students, both 
Chinese and American. Along 
with his genial team of 
mai1agers, we met John Marquis, 
Kemsley's new headmaster, who 
brings twenty years of 
experience as a seconda1y school 
dean and educator. 

"What a surprise it was to 
meet these kids in our Countiy 
Store," recalls Jayme Dwan
Clem, a cashier at the store and 
co-organizer of the librruy event. 
"They have been walking up the 
road with their laptops to get e
mail on our \Vi-fi, since their 
campus Internet wasn't hooked 
up yet." The academy is 
ti·ansfomling the classrooms, 
domlitories, dining hall and 
gymnasium of the fonner Maple 
Valley School for use as an 
institute where Chinese students 
can polish their English, and 
where Americans, including 
Wendell residents, can learn 
Chinese for the first time. 

Recalling their search for a 

to others as they share their 
writing allows us to more fully 
understand others and 
ourselves perhaps 
discovering how their truths 
mirror our own. This is a free 
program open to all women. 
The size of the group is limited 
to eight women so please call 
Christine at 863-2455 or email 
christine@mcsmcommunity.or 
g soon to reserve a space or for 
more information. You can also 
check out our website for more 
upcoming events and programs 
www.mcsmcommunity.org/pro 
grams/turners- falls-womens
resource-center. 

suitable location for the school, 
Kemsley said, "We visited 
several towns where private 
school campuses were for sale, 
but Wendell was the friendliest 
of all. Now, thanks to Rosie, 
Jayme and the Libra1y, we ai·e 
meeting our new neighbors." 
Giovaima McKenna, one of the 
Wendell youth who attended, 
remarked that some of the 
Chinese students had taken 
western nicknames to make 
pronunciation easier for 
Americans. As a graduate of 
Swift River Elementaiy School 
and Amherst High School, and 
cmTently a rising senior at the 
University of Redlands in 
California, Giovanna will be in 
Argentina on a study-abroad 
program this fall. "I hope they 
throw a neighborhood potluck 
this nice for us." 

Two of the Chinese students 
spending their summer in 
Wendell are 22-year-old Yj 
"Jay" Mao, and 20-year-old 
Yang "Elia" Sun. Jay is a 
business student who hopes to 
add Spailish to his already-fluent 
English when he returns to 
China. "I was hoping there 
would be a party in Wendell so 
that we could meet other kids," 
Jay said. "This is really great. 
I'm hying out new foods. My 
favorite is the cookies with the 
little brown things. Yeah, that's 
it - chocolate chips!" Asked 
what Chinese and Americai1 kids 
have in common, Jay says, "Lots 
of things: basketball, soccer, 
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Pictured left to right, Karen Downs, Janice Sorensen and Chri.rtine Diani, program coordinator of the Turners Falls 
Women i Resource Center accepting a donation check far $1000 from Bt Y, given to them here by Assistant 

Manager Mike Fleury in Greenfield. Diani said that the approach of the Womeni Resource Center is women 
helping women, peer to peer. Sorensen said that their work is trauma informed, with an extra gentleness and 

friendliness, bringing it into their dai!J lives to be more compassionate. Thry credit the Sisters of St. Joseph in 
Springfield 1vith recommending them far this donation and giving them support in their project. The women thanked 

Fluery and Bt Y for the generous contribution and said it will help them invest in more programs far the community. 

music and dancing." How did he 
do on the libraiy's basketball 
court with the ''ve1y tall" 
Wendell kids? "Considering I 
was in flip-flops, not too bad!" 

Elia is from Qing Dao and 
attends Beijing Nonnal 
University. When info1med that 
Tsingtao beer, made in her 
hometown, is very popular in 
the States, she was delighted. 
Was Mr. Kemsley working his 
summer building-and-grounds 
crews ve1y hard? "Oh no," Elia 
replied, "compai·ed to the school 
work and pa1t-time jobs we have 
back home, this summer is like a 
vacation." Hoping to study 
jomnalism in graduate school, 
Elia repo1ted her interview with 
Charles Cooper, a Wendell 
acupuncturist and healer. "He 
said Americans have already 

leained a great deal from China 
- how to listen to nature and 
how to use the energies of the 
body to promote health and 
wellness." 

Among the Wendell town 
officials in attendance, 
selectman Dan Keller said that 
Kemsley Academy is "a good 
fit" for Wendell, bringing 
cultural riclmess and matching 
the town's c01mnitment to 
education and community. Fire 
chief Everett Ricketts was glad 
to meet Mark Kemsley in 
person, lauglling that they had 
been exchanging official 
messages about the inevitable 
fire drills and unannounced 
inspections that the chief would 
be conducting in the yeai·s to 
come. 

Barbara Caruso presented 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE DVING POUGE lOG 
Unlicensed Operation, Break In, Assist Other Police 

Tuesday, 7 /19 heading toward Erving. Checked area. 
4:20 p.m. Criminal application issued Unable to locate same. 
to a Juvenile from North Street, I I :20 p.m. Suspicious person in Erving 
Erving, for operating an tmregistered Center. Person walking through town. 
motor vehicle without a license. Thui:sclay, 7 /21 
W cdnesday, 7 /20 4:00 a.m. Advised by motorist of a tree 
12:15 a.m. Civil citation issued to a blocking west bound lane on Route 2. 
Juvenile in River Street area. Mass Highway removed same. 
1:45 a.m. Arrested 11:30 p.m. Report of people in pool at 

- Weatherheads. Found to be tenant's 
operating a motor ve i e daughter. 
suspended license on Route 2. Friday, 7 /22 
1:00 p.m. Two car crash on Route 2 at 9:00 a.m. Report of vandalized 
River Road. No injury. property on Highland Avenue. 
3:38 p.m. Motor vehicle lockout on 10:00 a.m. Report of dog barking that 
Prospect Heights Lane. Entry gained. has no water on Gunn Street. Checked 
10:00 p.m. Report of erratic operation same. Dog had fresh water and food. 
of a motor vehicle on Route 2 in Gill, Spoke with owner about barking. Dog 

Jenny Kemsley with a bouquet 
of garlic from her garden next 
door, as Jayme Dwan-Clem 
looked on. Xiaowei Li, ai1 
econo1nist from China who 
currently resides in Wendell, 
helped to orient several of the 
Kemsley students to the 
folkways of western New 
England, as Jonathan von 
Ranson took in Lynn Zhao's 
dilemma about pursuing 
graduate study in insurance (her 
parents' preference) or clinical 
psychology (her own). Von 
Ranson's advice: "Follow your 
hea1t!" 

Paul Richmond summed up 
the feelings of all the jugglers, 
food-tasters, comparative 
linguists, and cultural 
Inissionaries when he said, 
"This is a great event." II 

warrant an 1gitive 
Sunday. 7 /24 
6:15 p.m. Disabled motor vehicle on 
Route 2 at Farley Flats. San1e towed. 
6:35 p.m. Property found on Route 2 
in Erving Center - motorcycle plates. 
Returned to owner. 
10:30 p.m. Assisted Bernardston police 
with a warrant ar1-est. 
Monday, 7/25 
1:00 p.m. Suspicious persons at Pratt 
Street Area. Area checked. Found to be 
breaking and entering from area 
business. San1e under investigation. 
8:20 p.m. Assisted Northfield police 
with a warrant ar1-est on Millers Falls 
Road. 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. ~ ~OOIN- Att4,"'4dte 

IHE (HIJRCH 5TREEI HONE 
.. :-. 

.ADIATOR = • 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS fol' CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gil 

illi~g 863-4049 1-~00-439-404 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 
Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

eptic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 

Main Road, Gill 
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

Omnibus Designs 
Plans & De-signs for Re,idential Con:stru-ction 

Charles Bado C.A.D.D. Certified Drafter 

PRACTICAL DESIGN SOLUTIONS FOR NEW HOMES 
REMODELS & ADDITIONS 

22 Checkerberr,- Lane. Wendell MA 

Phone: (978) 544-9922 Cell: (413) 824-231 S. 
Email: bado@crocker.com www.omnibusdesigns.biz 

24 Churd, Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A retirement home for inJepcndent senior 
women o/ Franblin Coornty since .l 942. 

Family-style meal~, beautiful surroundings, 
and tl,e security of a lwatess Cln Juty al all 11 mes. 

Vis,1ors always welcome! 
(413) 113-1252 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ '4-\lfl Of 
Easy in-town location -ntl1Bst -~ f 
Secure 24-hour access ptl\(lS 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~ 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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THE HWTHY GEEZER: 

Brain Cancer and Cell Phones 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Can you get 
brain cancer from using a cell 
phone? 

The best answer I can give 
you is from a statement by The 
National Cancer Institute, which 
is pa1t of the National Institutes 
of Health: 

"lnterphone, an international 
collaboration, and the largest 
study of its kind to date, repo1t
ed that overall, cell phone users 
have no increased risk of two of 
the most common forms of 
brain cancer-glioma and 
meningioma. Furthennore, there 
was no evidence of risk with 
progressively increasing num
ber of calls, longer call time, or 

time since the stait of the use of 
cell phones. However, for the 
small propo1tion of study pa1tic
ipants who used cell phones the 
most -measured as cumulative 
call time over their lifetime
there was a suggestion of 
increased risk of glioma, though 
the authors call this finding 
inconclusive." 

The study was published 
online May 17, 2010, in the 
International Journal of 
Epidemiology. 

The 13-country Interphone 
study looked at cell phone use 
among more than 5,000 people 
who developed brain tumors 
and a similar group of people 
without tumors. Overall, the 
study found no link between 
brain tumor risk and the fre
quency of calls, longer call time, 
or cell phone use for 10 or more 
years. The researchers noted 
that sho1tcomings of the study 
prevented them from drawing 
any fum conclusions, and that 
more research was needed. 

There have been about 30 
studies into cell phone use and 
tumors. These studies have pro
duced similai· results. In most 

HIGHUGHTS FROM DE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 

studies, patients with brain 
tumors do not report more cell 
phone use. Most studies do not 
show higher risks of brain 
tumors with increasing cell 
phone use. 

Cell phone use began in 
Europe in the 1980s. It came 
into widespread use in the 
United States in the 1990s. The 
number of cell phone users has 
increased rapidly. As of 2009, 
there were more than 285 mil
lion subscribers to cell phone 
service in the United States, 
according to the Cellular 
Telecommunications and 
Internet Association. This is an 
increase from 110 million users 
in 2000. 

Cell phones use low levels 
of radiofrequency energy (RF). 
The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and the 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) have 
developed guidelines that limit 
the amount of radiofrequency 
energy that cell phones are 
allowed to give off. 

The RF exposure from cell 
phones is measured in Specific 
Absorption Rate (SAR). The 

SAR measures the amount of 
energy absorbed by the body. 
The SAR permitted in the 
United States is 1.6 watts per 
kilogram (1.6 W/kg). 
According to the FCC, this 
amount is much lower than the 
level shown to ca.use any 
changes in laborato1y animals. 

Eve1y cell phone manufac
turer is required to report the 
RF exposure of each of its 
phone models to the FCC. 

The RF waves given off by 
cell phones don't have enough 
energy to damage DNA, the 
nucleic acid that carries the 
genetic information in cells. 
Because of this, many scien
tists believe that cell phones 
a1·en't able to cause cancer. 
Most studies done in the lab 
have supported this theo1y. 

There have been other 
health concerns a.bout cell 
phone use. For example, there 
is a concern that RF waves 
from cell phones might inter
fere with medical devices such 
as heart pacemakers. 

According to the FDA, cell 
phones should not pose a major 
risk for the vast majority of 

Monday, 7 /25 

Unlicensed Driving, Break In, Assault, Intimidation, Harassment 
S.turday. 7 /23 
12:35 a.m. 
Suspicious odor on 
Turners Falls Road. 

I 0:09 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on East Taylor 
Hill Road. Wednesday, 7 /13 ~day, 7 /16 arrest of 

4:50 p.m. Animal stuck at I0:41 p.m. General distur
Colle Opera House on Third bance on Broadway Street in 
Street. Services rendered. Lake Pleasant. Referred to 
9:27 p.m. Default warrant other agency. 

of Sunday, 7 /17 

3:35 p.m. Harassment on 
Church Street. Services ren
dered. 

ving 
o a vehicle with a lights vio
lation and resisting arrest. 
Friday, 7/15 
1:11 p.m. Probation warrant 
arrest of 

p.m. T ireatening, 
harassment on East Main 
Street. Peace restored. 
7:38 p.m. Suspicious person 
at Springdale Cemetery. 
Unable to locate. 

12:36 a.m. Default warrant 

a.m. Arrest o!.JII 
, ! l!'rde!Pr 

con uct. 
8:46 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Church 
Street. Report taken 
Tuesday, 7 /19 
2:06 a.m. Default warrant 

4:21 p.m. Assau ton Veteran's 
Street. Report taken. 
7 :26 p.m. Illegal dumping on 
Cemetery Road. Investigated. 
Wednesday, 7 /20 
9:18 a.m. Default warrant 

4:38 p.m. Brus 1 re on the 
Montague Plains. Referred to 
other agency. 
Thuoday, 7 /21 
1:59 p.m. Brush fire on the 
Montague Plains. Referred to 
other agency. 
9:03 p.m. Breaking and enter
ing into a motor vehicle on 
Meadow Road. Report taken. 
10:10 .m. Arrest of 

ness. 
Friday, 7/22 
12:29 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment at Heat Fab, on 
Industrial Boulevard. Advised 
of options. 
5:11 p.m. Brush fue near 
Lake Pleasant Road. Referred 
to otl1er agency. 
6:54 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Central 
Street. Report taken. 

Referred to other agency. 
1:15 a.m. Arrest of ■ 
---• for operating 
~icle with a 
revoked license, operating a 
motor vehicle under the 
influence of liquor, marked 
lanes violations, and giving an 
officer a false nan1e or 
address. 
2:32 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Randall Road. 
Referred to other police. 
8:54 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on Fourth Street. 
Sunday, 7 /24 
2:09 a.m. Fight on Avenue A. 
Investigated. 
4:1 I p.m. Missing medica
tions, larceny, on Fourth 
Street. 
6:06 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Dry Hill 
Road. 
7:02 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Fourth Street. 

Default warrant 

:33 p.m. Burg ary, re ing 
and entering on Park Street. 
Report taken. 
8:18 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Millers Falls 
Road. Report taken. 
Tuesday, 7 /26 
12:56 a.m. Domestic distur
bance on K Street. Services 
rendered. 

I :08 a.m. Arrest of -
-forapr~ 
cause arrest for an outside 
agency. 
11:36 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Old 
Sunderland Road. Report 
taken. 
1:12 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Bridge Street. 
5:33 p.m. Default warrant 
arrest of 

pacemaker wearers. However, 
people with pacemakers may 
want to take some simple pre
cautions to help ensure that 
their cell phones don't cause a 
problem, such as not putting 
the phone in a shi1t pocket 
close to the pacemaker. 

Jfyou have a question, please 
write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. Please 

email: reporter-poems@mon-

taguema.net for consideration in 
the monthly Poetry Page. Include 

25-word bio. Poems may also be 
posted to Montague Reporter, 58 

4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience necessary, 

as a poet .. 

Is Seekin, h Aire 
Co11111iHed Reporten 

to Cover 
Loe.al School Committee 

and Seledboard Meeti11fs. 
If You Aren't Committed Yet, 
We Can Get You Committed. 

Jor Detail,: CaU 413-863-8666 

nontagueso;ipboxraces:-com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ~- Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured \\'iU1 Workers Comp. ·Insurance and Liability, 

www.MATIEDWARDSTREE.coM :Ir ... 
\~endell, MA ..,. '~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie~ '\·~l.!,~ 

$CAPES BU-ILDERS 
Your Grun Building Company 

110 North Hillside Road PO. Box -t69 South Deerfield, MA 01575 
T: -t15 665.0185 F: -t15.665.0186 

Scopes Builders & Landscaping. LLC 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

Brian R. San Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Ma$ter Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Mon1a91Je S111:e\ 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 

LOGOS & BRANDING t: 
GRAPHIC DESIGN C 

ILLUSTRATION t' 
WEBSITES~ 

COPYWRITING C 
BUSINESS STRATEGY f: 

INTERNET MARKETING C 
MISSION & VISION t' 

M 
BOYSEN HODGSQr,.;f. 

413 303-2193 
www. · 2-om.com 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)'- (,. 

,. • .,,.~,_,.,,.,.~ ~ IS' 
Turners Falls, MA01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Visit Our Tip of the Week at www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 



state government in seeking to
shut down an operating nuclear
plant.

In February of 2010, the
Vermont Senate voted 24 – 6
against granting a certificate of
public good to allow Vermont
Yankee to extend its operating
license for 20 more years beyond
its scheduled expiration date of
March 21st, 2012. 

In November, bucking the
national tide, Vermont elected a
Democratic governor – Peter
Shumlin – to take the place of
retiring pro-nuke Republican Jim
Douglas. Shumlin lives in
Windham County in the south-
east corner of Vermont, the same
county where Vernon is located,
and before he was elected gover-
nor he led the debate to close
down Vermont Yankee as state
senate president pro tem.

New Orleans-based Entergy
Corporation, the owner of
Vermont Yankee, sued Shumlin
and the Vermont Public Service
Board in April of this year in fed-
eral court, claiming the federal
government can pre-empt any
state law that may seek to halt the
operation of a federally licensed
nuclear power plant.

On March 21st, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission had
ruled in favor of Entergy’s

request for a 20-year extension of
VY’s operating license – ten days
after an earthquake and tsunami
in Japan triggered the multiple
reactor meltdowns and explo-
sions in Fukushima. 

Activists gathered in New
Hampshire last weekend noted
that Vermont Yankee is the same
era make and model – a Mark I
GE boiling water reactor – as the
Fukushima reactors. A top
inspector for the NRC’s prede-
cessor agency – the Atomic
Energy Commission, warned that
Mark-I reactors would be suscep-
tible to hydrogen explosions and
containment failure as far back as
1971, yet the NRC has allowed
the 23 aging Mark-I reactors in
America to continue to operate
regardless of the ongoing catas-
trophe in Japan. Not only to con-
tinue to operate, but to extend
their lifetimes and ramp up their
power production.

Since 2006, for example, the
NRC has permitted Vermont
Yankee to operate at 120% of its
original design capacity.

Last weekend, in New
Hampshire, Linda Gunter, of the
Washington DC-based organiza-
tion Beyond Nuclear (beyondnu-
clear.org), put the struggle to shut
down Vermont Yankee – and the
rest of the Mark-I reactors in
America – into global perspec-
tive.

In Italy, Gunter said, a popular
referendum following Chernobyl
called for the phasing out of that
country’s three nuclear plants,
and banning future reactors. The
Berlusconi government tried to
go against that vote, so a second,
binding, nationwide referendum
was held following the melt-
downs in Fukushima. Last
month, 54% of Italy’s voters
turned out and by a 95% margin
they called a permanent, binding
halt to the government’s plans to

build any more nuclear plants.  
In Japan, local governors are

exerting their power to keep the
reactors in their districts from
reopening as they shut down for
routine annual maintenance.
Thirty-five of the country’s 54
reactors are now offline, and the
rest may soon follow suit.

After hundreds of thousands
of people took the streets in
Germany this spring, the govern-
ment of Angela Merkel agreed to
close that nation’s 17 reactors by
2022. Gunter said Germany was
able to make that decision not
only due to decades of organizing
by the anti-nuclear movement,
but also due to the commitment
of national and state governments
to promoting alternative sources
of electric power.

Gunter said 19% of electric
power in Germany is now pro-
duced by solar, wind, and other
renewable forms of energy.
Studies also show that renewable
energy has produced 370,000
jobs in Germany, she said, com-
pared to 30,000 jobs in the
nuclear industry, and 22,000 in
coal. 

As the discussion turned from
the global effort to shut down the
nuclear power industry and pro-
mote a solar powered future, the
activists in New Hampshire still
did not know that Entergy had
already made a decision to defy
the state of Vermont.

On Monday, July 18th, federal
district court judge J. Garvan
Murtha had denied Entergy’s
request for an injunction to keep
the Vernon reactor running while
the corporation’s lawsuit against
Vermont is adjudicated.

Not until Monday, July 25th,
did Entergy issue a press release
from New Orleans stating their
intention to go ahead and spend
to order new fuel rods and pro-
ceed with an October refueling,

as part of their plan to continue
operating the Vernon nuke past
the state’s March 21st, 2012
deadline. 

Although this news was not
yet known, the activists gathered
in New Hampshire made their
plans based on the assumption
that Entergy would continue full
speed ahead, despite Entergy’s
prior written agreement to abide
by Vermont state law in seeking
an extension of VY’s license.  

“We’ve done the groundwork
in Vermont,” said Safe and Green
organizer Bob Bady, of
Brattleboro. “There’s an incredi-
ble amount of public opinion in
support. Seabrook will look like
just a warm-up if Vermont
Yankee operates beyond next
March. We’re hoping to build a
non-violent campaign to shut the
plant down.”

He added, “I’m hoping it will
serve as a magnet nationwide for
the anti-nuclear movement.”

In order to prepare for that,
former Clamshell organizers like
Arnie Alpert, director of the
American Friends Service
Committee in Concord, NH and
others are planning to hold a
‘Training for Trainers’ workshop
soon in the Brattleboro area, with
the help from the Safe and Green
campaign, to rebuild the network
of people sufficiently trained in
the skills of non-violence to be
able to train others. 

Although an overarching
organization has yet to be named
or formed to guide the direct
action campaign being contem-
plated, all present at the New
Hampshire gathering took it as a
matter of course that it would
abide by the same principles of
active non-violence that guided
Gandhi in the March to the Sea,
Martin Luther King in the march
from Selma to Montgomery, and
the young Egyptian organizers in
Tahrir Square in their overthrow
of Mubarak’s regime.

Others present at the World
Fellowship gathering took on
tasks ranging from mapping out a
geographic chart of supportive
organizations and individuals to
forming affinity groups – from
the seacoast of New Hampshire
to Gloucester to Boston.

Former New Hampshire legis-
lator and longtime Clamshell
mainstay Renny Cushing said, “I
will block out time from March
22nd to 25th to be there in soli-
darity with my brothers and sis-

ters in Greater Vernon.”
Questions were raised about

what it would mean to be sitting
down in front of a nuclear power
plant gate, or occupying the
offices of a corporate entity like
Entergy, in a state that is an ally
rather than an opponent of the
effort to shut down a nuclear
reactor. Could outreach to the
Vermont attorney general or state
police persuade authorities to let
protestors remain where they
were rather than arrest them?

Some suggested trying to
bring the legislators who voted
against the continued operation
of Vermont Yankee to join in the
direct action campaign.

Others talked of organizing
the nitty-gritty details of what
could be a protracted effort –
everything from food and medi-
cine to portable toilets – to sup-
port projected waves of occupiers
sitting in at an as-yet-to-be deter-
mined site at an as-yet-to-be
determined date.

Some talked of letting the
locals take the lead in planning
the campaign. 

But Vermont Yankee
Decommissioning Alliance
member Eric Bachman, of Barre,
VT said when he was living in
Germany, “I was 900 miles from
Chernobyl,” when that reactor
exploded, showering northern
Europe with radiation – keeping
children from playing outdoors
and making water and milk
unsafe to drink, produce unfit to
eat, and causing livestock to be
slaughtered rather than sent to
market.  Under those circum-
stances, Bachman asked, “What
does local mean?”  

Safe and Green organizer
Randall Kehler, of Colrain, said,
“If those of us who are trying to
form a steering committee send
out an initial draft of guidelines to
a larger group, we will ask, ‘Do
you want to be kept informed, do
you want to be part of it, do you
have resources or time to give?’”

A straw poll was taken of
those 40 or so in attendance in
New Hampshire, to see how
many of them would be willing to
work together on a grassroots
campaign to shut down Vermont
Yankee. All of the long time
organizers raised their hands; no
opposing voices were raised. The
consensus was clear. 

Now, as Bob Bady put it, “The
Nantucket Sleighride
begins.”
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TELEPHONE 413.863.9299  
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• CClayy//SStone  SScculppturree  
• Pootteryy

• Fine  AArt  DDraawwinggs  aand
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email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road 
Montague

Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owner

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666

CLAMS from page 1

EXCAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks -

Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch

Stump Grinding &
Septic Systems Installed

81 Years of Combined Experience

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING

413-863-3652

DON,T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK THEManKind 
PROJECT· 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Prodltce 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1700 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

Ill AboJt .. ·Face We've Moved! 
Computer Solutions Phone: 413-863-5447 

Corl1)uter Sales & Servlce 

Find us at: 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN E N T dance partyt Bring your own tunes to 
dance, 9 p.m. 

TUESDAYS, AUGUST 2 & 9 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope, story, 
activity and craft hour for young chil
dren ages 3-6, 10:30 a.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Great Falls Farmers Market, Turners 
Falls: Great Falls Farmers Market at 
Avenue A and Second Street, 2 - 6 
p.m. 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: 
Franklin County Drawing Posse, 4 
p.m. Free. Draw for fun! No previous 
drawing experience necessary. 

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, every Thursday 
night, Dan, Kip and Shultzy from 
Curly Fingers DuPree host. All are 
welcome. Instruments provided or 
bring your own. 8 30 - 11 :30 p.m. 

Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Ping 
Pong, 7 - 9 p.m 

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW THROUGH JULY 31st 
Great Falls Discovery Center: Artist 
Norm Vexler presents Underwater 
Life, a photographic exhibition. 

NOW THROUGH AUGUST 30th 
Leverett Library: Photography exhibit 
of landscapes by Judith Davidov. 

NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4th 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 

. z Deja Brew, Wendell: Nobody's Fat, 
g acoustic rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 
< 
~ 
;! SUNDAY, JULY 31st 
~ Wendell Edible Forest Garden 

~ § Design Workshop, 2 to 6 p.m. Meet 
·-· 5 at the Wendell Town Hall. Led by Lisa 

~ 

Exhibit A Space for 
Faith, The Colonial 
Meetinghouses of 
New England, 1 to 
5 p.m. 
Photographs by 
Paul Wainwright. 

THURSDAY, JULY 
28th 
Coop Concert 
Series presents: 
Austin and Elliot, 
Seven Mile Line, 
Haiku Handshake. 
At the Energy 
Park, Greenfield, 
6 to 8 p.m 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: Larry 

String-rock quintet, Da1w1gside, performs a.t the 
1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem 011 Sat111·day, 

July 30th, 7:30 p.m. 

Kopp, Country & 
City Blues Guitar and Vocals, 8 to10 
pm 

FRIDAY, JULY 29th 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Ray 
Mason. No cover. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Now & Then, 9 to11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Teens 
Across The North & King Falcon, 9 
pm 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, JULY 29 -
31st 
The Shea Theater, Turners Falls 
The Trip to Bountiful presented by 
the Thespis Theater Company, 7:30 
p m Sunday matinees at 2 p m 

FRIDAY and SATURDAY, 

DePiano, certified Permaculture 
designer and co-founder of the 
Montview Neighborhood Farm, 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4th 
Coop Concert Series presents: 
Jennie McAvoy, Katie Clarke, Small 
Change. Energy Park, Greenfield, 6 
to 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lenny 
Zarcone, 7 p.m. then Shagt 9 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

J,!emonal Hall nwater 

POlHOlE P!ClURES 
Friday & Saturday 

August 12th & 13th at 7:30 p.m. 
Elegant Dgression-era Escapism 

TOP HAT 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers 

dance smoothly "cheek to cheek". 

Music 1/2 hour before movie: 
Fri. Bart Bales, show tunes 

Sat. Last Night's Fun, Irish/Celtic 
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51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

TJ. & the PEEPERS, 9:30 p.m. : ........................ ·. 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 

rne Britll House 
commanllJ Resource cenler 

r-e.s~,t.s, 

fhe Summer 
Workshop Series 

T umers Falls: David Brule reading 
from his new book West Along the • 
River and music by Banish 
Misfortune, Irish roots, 7 p.m. : The Summer Worl<shop Series ,s : 

, hosting a number of free classes & : 
: workshops ranging anywhere from bike • 
• mechanics to gardenin9. book-making : 
: to food preservation. skateboarding, : 
: and lots more. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Psycho Magnetic, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, • 
Turners Falls: Watershed Poets and • 
Watershed Wildflowers, 2 p.m. Learn 
about the wildflowers of the 
Connecticut River Watershed and 
the poets here who have loved them. 

FOf the complete • 
listing or classes and : 
workshops-and lo • 

register our website 
orema•: 

tbhworkshaps@gmaH.com 

(413) 863-9576 
24 Third SI., Turners Fall, 01376 • 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Pamela Means 
jazz trio, 8 to 10 p.m. ' 

: WWWbCICKhOI ,sewrkshops wordru:ass..co.m : 

MONDAY, AUGUST 8th 
Peskeomskut Park, Turners 
Falls Montague Community 
Band, 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Le 
Cheile, An Irish session with 
Amanda Bernhard, Jonathan 
Hohl Kennedy & friends, 8 to 
10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11th 
Coop Concert Series pres
ents Sue Kranz, Daniel Hales 
& The Frost Heaves, Green 
River String Band. Energy 
Park, Greenfield, 6 to 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12th 

. ......................... . 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 7 /29 9 -11 p.m. 

Now &Then 
Saturday, 7 /30 9 - 11 p.m. 

Nobody's Fat AcousticRock 
Wednesday, 8/10 8 - 10 p.m. 

Le Cheile, Irish music 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Nexl to the Wendell Country Store 

www.DeJtdJrewPul,.com 

JULY 29 - 30th & AUGUST 5 - 6th 
JaDuke Black Box Theatre, Turners 
Falls The Guys written by Anne 
Nelson, 8 p.m 

SATURDAY, JULY 30th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Pe sty-Plant-Pulling 
Day, 9:30 a.m. to noon. Pre-register 
(413) 548-8002 ext. 115. For ages 12 
and older. 

Katie Cla1-ke peiforms along with Je1111ie 
McA voy a.11d Small Change at Coop 

Co11ce1t a.t the Energy Park, Greenfield 
011 Thiu-sda.y, August 4th, 6 to 8 p.m. 

The Friends of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center Coffee 
House: Al Canali & Small 
Change, 7 to 9 p.m. In the 
Great Hall, Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls. FRI. 7/29 $3~~__,,..,_ 

TEENS ACROSS 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls Watershed History. 
The Grand Trunk Hotel, 2 to 3 p.m. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem 
Darlingside, 7:30 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill: Heather 
Maloney and The Parade, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: BYO 

Northampton. Wendell Edible Forest 
Garden-a public perennial food gar
den for the Town Office Buildings. 
More info, contact: 
wendelUocal.foods@gmail.com . 

Arts Eclective, live music, poetry, fic
tion, theater and Small Press Fair, 2 
to 9 p.m., Energy Park, Greenfield. 
selahsongs@hotmail.com. 

AUGUST 1st to 31st 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Photography by Rollin 
Atkinson. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 12 & 13th 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: 
Top Hat. Music 1/2 hour before the 
movie, 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13th 
T umers Falls Block Party! 

AUGUST 20th & 21st 
Montague Old Home Days, 
Montague Center. Silent auction 
road race, parade, games and more! 
Info: (413) 367-2061. 

THE NORTH 
KING FALCON 
(poplrocklindieJ 

SAT. 7/30 FREE 

BYD dance party! 
(The DJ can't make it. so 

it's your itunes list/ipod, 
your friends, your shakin' 

booties. Brinq it on down!) 

71 T1IIID STREIT 
1IIIIEIIS ,w.s ............... 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM. CAL _ 

Beijing Station 
Chinese Restaurant Eat In, Carry Out & Catering 

r.:;[ree Delivery 
Cti.: . . Ob 1_o% off for 

· j# Pick up Only 
51 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

413-863-8988 I 413-863-2666 

BASICALLY BICYCLES ~ 
,_J 

New England's 
Recumbent 

Headqnarters 

41 J-863-3556 
88 rl,wd Sf11•1•1, 

"/i,111m (·,11/s, ,\(, l II/ )71, 

Electric Bikes 
starting at $499.95 

01'der 011/ine at www.BasicallyBicycles.com 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

fJRECISION 
£ 1 • REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill, MA 01354 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY -

Dog days: 
1) sultry part of summer 

which occurs during the period 
that the dog star Sirius rises at 
the same time as the sun (7/3-
8/11) 

2) period marked by lethargy 
or indolence. 

If there is ever a time appro
priate for gardening indolence, 
it's these dog days of heat and 
humidity. While the weeds may 
grow legion, so also do the 
plants, evening the competition 
for soil room and moisture. 

The past seasons of major 
tomato blight have engendered 
gardener vigilance. During the 
heavy rains earlier in the month 
(how soon we forget), I noted 
with dismay that the bottom 
leaves of my plants were spotted 
and yellowing. One moming 
one plant while still green was 
totally limp from top to toe. 
Both of these symptoms are 
often the result of soil bome 
tomato disease. The fungi 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

Fusarium and Verticillium wilt 
are encouraged in their develop
ment by high moisture and bad 
drainage. In order to resist these 
diseases many gardeners use 
newly developed sprays which 
seem to insulate plants from 
infection. Other gardeners 
choose the newer varieties of 
wilt resistant plants. 

Sadly, my favorite heirloom 
tomatoes are the least resistant 
and once in the soil, these fungal 
diseases generally remain pres
ent. I have waited since late 
Febmary, dreaming of the first 
wa1m, vine-ripened tomato 
fresh off the vine. I read the 
labels on the chemicals guaran
teed to manage these wilts and 
leam of course that they are not 
only toxic to the development of 
fungal disease but toxic to 
humans when inhaled or taken 
in through the skin. I search the 
shelves for several minutes until 
I find a spray bottle safe for pets 
and children. I buy it assuming 
that what is safe for children and 
pets should also prove nontoxic 
to the older gardener. 

At home I remove all affect
ed leaves and spray liberally all 
of the healthy plants. Soon the 
garden smells pleasantly of win
tergreen. I wait. 

Since I have used black plas
tic to mulch and heat my toma
toes, I have also created an envi
ronment of standing water and 

reduced drainage during our 
past monsoon. Many years ago 
when we had a serious outbreak 
of Fusarium and/or Verticillium 
wilt, we pulled and destroyed 
these non-fiuiti.ng plants and 
treated the bed with a heavy 
dose of hydrogen peroxide, cov
ering it with clear plastic and 
baking it for the entire rest of 
the season. We left the plastic 
on until the spring thaw and 
then used the plot for crops not 
affected by wilt for many sea
sons. 

This is the first year I have 
once again planted tomatoes 
here so I am doubly concerned. 
Now in the summer heat my 
plants are green and some of the 
tallest I've ever grown. Unlike 
people and dogs, tomatoes love 
this sultry season. Now follow
ing a much needed rain, I spray 
them again with the mixture of 
Rosemary oil, sodium lauryl 
sulfate, wintergreen oil and min
eral oil. These huge plants sport 
healthy leaves, many blossoms 
and, the earliest varieties, 
Sungold and Early Wonder, 
many green fmits. Once again I 
dream of picking the fmit of 
summer I savor most. 

The pepper plants are also 
large, many spo1ti.ng sizable 
fmi.ts. I am leaving those of 
picking size because while all 
peppers begin green, if the gar
dener has patience, he will be 

der $10. 

rewarded with 
yellow, red or 
orange fruit 
depending on 
the variety. 
These ripe pep

pers will be all the sweeter, 
waiting only for the heat of the 
pan or the grill to render their 
strongest flavors. 

The pmnpkins and cucmn
bers are lush, way outstripping 
any weeds in the bed. The beans 
are twirling their leaders up the 
poles of the teepee. It's fine for 
the gardeners to retreat to the 
shade and the hammock, to seek 
out the cooling waters of the 
lake, to put the canoe on the 
river in the cooler hours of the 
late afternoon. 

I'm glad the beds of pumpkin 
and bean are fenced. We planted 
a second hill of pumpkin seed in 
a bare space in the lawn, adja
cent to the garden shed which is 
alas the home of the fattest 
woodchucks I've ever seen 
since the last one. He/she has 
not ventured across the open 
lawn much except once to sam
ple asparagus fem which was 
not found to be tasty, and a sec
ond ti.me to ti·iin the top leaves 
off this second pumpkin patch. 
After I poured liberal quantities 

July 28, 2011 

of human urine down both the 
front and back doors to the lair, 
he left the pumpkins alone and 
foraged elsewhere until I 
became lazy about collecting 
speciinen bottles for his review. 
We recommend the ti·eatment 
but acknowledge that no doubt 
once we are iI1 MaiI1e next week 
all bets are off. Maybe after he 
polishes off this extra plantiI1g 
of pumpkins, he'll meander off 
to greener pastures across the 
field and stay there m1der my 
neighbor's bam. 

It's tune to take the prover
bial dog and the gardeners to the 
oceanside with books to read, 
hikes to take, boats to ride and 
fresh fish to eat every day. The 
refreshing sea breeze will invig
orate and the lack of tasks will 
make space for vi.ewiI1g old 
haunts and discoveriI1g new 
ones. And if the landlord will 
accept help with the lawn, we 
will leap like refreshed dogs to 
the sho1t task of mowiI1g the 
grassy hills extending to the 
water. We'll let the tides mark 
the time not the clock and move 
with the rhythms of the summer 
season, returning refreshed to 
whatever the garden will bring 
next. 

Happy gardening! 

: '91 ;\ brought to you by 
munity School Pa11nershlp 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

em 
• ram, fres!) e.ggs 
• \v!)ole ~oasfir,g C!,i,k er, 
• Pot Pies 
• Mon,e Made Soups 
• "Pesserfs 

Products Vary ~eekly 

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunda s 

Mormon Hollow Road Wendell • 978-544-3806 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

gr 'Ii Jo/111~1011. '1?r.n Orm 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41 '3-fh "3-,)7 "36 • Geri Johnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certitled Residentin Specialist) 

Onl) ~% of all REALTORS hold this prestigirus deigna1ioo. 
The CRS is l1l) rudge of ex~ise and )OUr shield of 
a5$Uli111Ce. Put )llUr IIUSl in the Ix-st to get !ht job done. 
Whdh..-b.,yini selling or rcfcrrng, alwa1-s ,~oose 
CERI JOHNSON, CllS 00 ~' m<: ~i II J""lifllf'!. 

66 French King Hll'y., Gill 
■11-■1111n (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COA 

Lino 
Carpet 

-. 
We Specialize In Impossible DeadlinesJ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774·3500 I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and online services: 

copycatprintshop.com ... 
UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY 

OU>-fASHIONU> PERSONAL SERVICE 




