
CONCERNS RAISED IN Gill 
On NMH construction 
I Page 7 

ARIEL JONES PHOTOS 

■DNTIIIE SEWEI VITE 
Looms: August 1st 
I Page 5 

LAKE PLEASANT MILLERS FALLS MONTAGUE CENTER MONTAGUE CITY TURNERS FALLS GILL ERVING WENDELL 

Year] 
No. 39 

50¢ 

REPORTER@MONTAGUEMA.NET THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES JULY 28, 2005 

Measuring Strontiuni-90 
in Baby Teeth 

BY DAVID 
DETMOLD 
SOUTH 
DEERFIELD
Local activists 
participating in a 
study of Lhe levels 
of radioactive 
isotope 
Strontium-90 in 
baby teeth around 
the Vermont 
Yankee nuclear 
power plant in 
Vernon, VT 
released prelimi
nary results at a 
news conference 
at the Frontier 
Regional High 

"I pray every night that Vermont 
Yankee will close." 

School in South 
Deerfield on Tuesday, 
July 26th. Agnes 
Reynolds, a nurse special
izing in women's health at 
Hartford Hospital and a 
research associate for the 
New York-based indepen
dent, non-profit Radiation 
and Public Health Project, 
admitted the number of 
baby teeth collected from 
volunteers in the 
Windham County, VT and 
Cheshire County, NH 
areas near the Vernon 
reactor - 9 - compared 

-- Sandy Streeter, Bernardston 

with 17 baby teeth col
lected from areas further 
away in those two states, 
was too small to make a 
statistically significant 
sample. Still, the prelimi
nary findings showed ele
vated levels of Strontium-
90: 61 % higher, on aver
age, than the baby teeth 
sent in from areas in 
Vermont and New 
Hampshire further from 
the reactor. The average 
picocurie count of 
Strontium-90 per gram of 

calcium in the 9 teeth col
lected near the reactor 
was 4.29, compared to an 
average count of 2.65 for 
the .17 teeth gathered fur
ther away. 

Jra 1-lelfand, an emer
gency room physician at 
Cooley Dickenson and a 
member of the Nobel 
Peace Prize winning orga
nization Physicians for 
Social Responsibility 
called the preliminary 
results "quite limited but 

see TEETH pg 9 

Emalrdlnan e1111ra CDIIIS II TIWI 
BY CHRIS SAWYER
LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS -
Wl1at do New York, 
Prague, Paris, Tokyo 
and Milan have in 
common with Turners 
F al Is? Lf you answered 
a river, you're right. 
But these cities, and 
Turners Falls, are also 
borne to a rare camera, 
one of only a dozen in 
the world. Turners, of 
course. is already 
prominent on the map 
of international pho
tography owing to the 
presence of the 
Hal.lmark lnstitute and 

Ch1is Sm1::J1cr-L11ca11no ,vith a11 i111age qf 
hi111se!f taken 0, To'!} DolJJner 1vith the 

r/1/"isner large_farmat ca111ora. its Museum of 
Contemporary 
Photography. But now, 
with this unique, camera 
making its home on Third 
Street, Turners has 
increased its fame in the 

Wisner large for
mat camera that 
shoots Polaroid 
film - is due to the 
eff01is and connec
tions of Vern 
McClish, director 
of marketing at the 
Hallmark Institute, 
and himself a dis
tinguished photog
rapher. Before join
ing Hallmark, 
McClish was an 
executive at the 
Polaroid 
Corporation for 
over 20 years, and 
still maintains con
nections with the 
Cambridge-based 

world of photography and 
photographers. 

That Turners Falls 
should have this extraor
dinary camera - a 20 x 24 

firm. When 
McClish learned from 
Polaroid that one of these 
cameras was available on 

see CAMERA pg 14 

Wendell Meetinghouse 
Gets New Roof 

BY MOLLY KAYNOR 
Wendell resident Ed 

Tolzdorf and bis crew 
removed the old leaky 
roof, replaced all of the 
sheathing, put down a 
layer of cedar breather 
and re-roofed the Wendell 
Meetinghouse with beau
tiful cedar shi.ngles in 
June of this year. The 
extra sheathing added 
$1,000 to the project, 
which Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse 
would have had to raise, 
but Tolzdorf waived the 
extra cost as a donation 
from his firm, Tolzdorf 
Construction. Appreci
ation also goes out to 
community contributors 
and the Mass Historic 
Commission who made 
the new roof possible. 

Volunteers have com
pleted some irnportaot 
final touches. Local 
woodworker Charlie 
Davico from Turners Falls 
noticed how dilapidated 
some of the Meetinghouse 
molding and trim was 
looking. He borrowed a 
sample and with the help 
of fiiends the trim was 
rep I icated 111 Josh 

Heinemann's basement 
and now awaits for volun
teers to paint at1d properly 
install under the eaves. 

Now the roofers have 
been paid, the Meeting
house bank account needs 

to be revived. Funds must 
be raised for the building 
to stay iJ1Sured, and to 
afford to supply materials 
to volunteers. Several 
thousand dollars are need
ed to repair the bell tower. 

The Wendell Meeting
house is not a town owned 
building. It depends on 
volunteers and private 
donations to survive. 

Look for the Friends of 
the Wendell Meeting
house bootb Saturday, 
August 6th on the 

Wendell Common. There 
will be historical infonna
tion, newsletters, refresh
ments, Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse !

shirts, postcards of the 
building, FWM note card 

packets, and the "new" 
1949 Wendel I Cookbook 
will be available as well. 

Inquiries and donations 
may be sent to: Friends of 
the Wendell Meeting
house P.O. Box 171, 
Wendell, MA 01379. 

The Wendell Meeting
ouse, listed in the State 
Register of Historic Places, 
has received a matching 
grant from the Mass 
Preservation Fund through 
the Mass Historical 
Commission. 

Wendell Approves Construction of 
New Library, Town Office Building 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN 
On July 13th, at special 
town meeting, 150 resi
rients filled the hall to 
capacity and then some, 
debated long, and passed 
the entire warrant, autho
rizing the construction of 
a new library to be built 
on the site of the present 
town office building, and 
a new town office build
ing to be built on the 
property recently pur
chased from Anne Marie 
Meltzer. The total amount 
spent at this special town 
meeting was $2,996,591, 
of which $926,566 will be 
paid by a grant from the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners 
(MBLC). Other grant 
applications are pending. 
The town has anticipated 

these expe11ses and, for 
years, has been setting 
money aside into a stabi
li:rntion funri to help 
defray their costs. 

In addition, townspeo
ple voted to add wording 
that allowed the Swift 
River School funding 
from the annual town 
meeting, and to form a 
committee to discuss 
Swift River School con
tract issues with New 
Salem. Wendell has cov
ered some ofNew Salem's 
obligation to the school 
for three consecutive 
years. 

The first article autho
rized a clerk of the works 
for the Ubrary project, the 
second article authorized 
a clerk of the works for 
the town building project. 

The two projects are 
linked because the library 
project as accepted by the 
M RI.C will displace the 
present town office build
ing, leaving the town 
offices and senior center 
homeless. 

After over an hour of 
discussion, Article 1 
passed l 05 to 12, and 
Article 2 passed unani
mously. Discussion most
ly supported both pro
jects, but some people 
brought up financial con
cerns. Cheryl Richardson 
and others asked about the 
expense these buildings 
would incur for mainte
nance, and Brian 
Anderson said he was not 
sure other less ambitious 
alternatives might be 

see WENDELL pg 12 



2 

PET OF THE WEEK 

Twice 

as Nice 
We have many kittens 

and young cats in need 
of good homes. To learn 
more about adopting 
these wonderful little 
guys and gals, please 
contact the Dakin 
Animal Shelter in 
Leverett at 548-9898 or 
via email at 
info@dakinshelter.org. 

Your Preschooler 
lllserves the Best 

• Quarrty Staff 
• Quality Facility 
• 2 new classrooms 
• Weekly Swim"& Gymnastics 

LeSSOQS 

• Early & Late Care Available 

451 Ma~ st. • Greenfield 
113-3146 

Carriers 
Needed! 

For paper routes on the 
Hill near Sunrise Terrace, 
and for the Central Street -
Prospect Street neighbor
hood. Routes take approxi
mately I hour on Thw-sday 
afternoon or Friday morn
ings. Contact Montague 
Repotter, 863-8666 for more 
details. 

m;be ;fffilontague 
l\eporter 

Published weekly on Thursday 
24 3rd Street 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to 

The Montague Reporter 
24 3rd Street 

Tltrners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy dead-
1 ine is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for errors in advertise
ments, but will print without 
charge that part of the adver-

tisement in which an error 
occurred. The publishers 
rese1ve the right to refuse 
advertising for any reason 

and to alter copy or graphics 
to conform to standards of the 

newspaper 

Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

MILLERS FALLS LIBRARY NEWS 
Volcano Worlds at Millers Falls Library 

BY LINDA HICKMAN - On Thursday, August 4tb, at 3:30 p.m., 
children of all ages will make volcano worlds out of clay with 
artist Ruth O'Mara at the Millers Falls Library. Participants will 
make their own volcanoes to take home. At the end of the hour
long program, the volcanoes will erupt. The session is free and all 
of the materials will be supplied. For more information, please 
call the Carnegie Library, 863-3214. 

PHOTO BY LINDA HICKMAN 

Can you identify this Turners Falls Landmark? If you 
can> stop 01 the Carnegie Library and enter our rciffle 
drawing. Prizes include a six month subscription to 

The Montague Reporter. 

The Franklin County Boat Club announces 

Christmas in July 
an annual festively decorated boat parade 
best viewed at Unity Park in Turners Falls 
where there will be plenty of parking and a 

floating DJ beginning at 7:30 p.m. on 

Saturday1 July 30th. 
Fireworks will follow the evening parade. 
Franklin County Boat Club Commodore Chuck 
Reum is pleased to announce that the cost for 

this year's fireworks has been met thanks to hard
working volunteers and generous donors. Anyone 

wishing to contribute towards next year's event 
can send donations to the FC Boat Club, 
P.O. Box 217, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 
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Great Fall Discovery Center 
Schedule of Events 

Most are held at the 
Great Fall.s Discovery Center. 

August 6, Saturday 8:45 am -
1 :00 pm Canoe the 

Connecticut River to Rainbow 

Beach. Come paddle with 

Tom Gonzalez of the 

Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Reci:eation, 

& Nei_L KapituJjk of tbe United 

States fish and WildJi fe 

Service's Silvio 0. Conte 

National Fish & Wildl.ife 
Refuge along the Connecticut 

River to Rainbow Beach to 

learn about the Ct .River 

Watershed and the conserva

tjon efforts for the endangered 

Puritan tiger beetle. Canoe 

experience preferred; ages 10 

ee xposure. 
A web site could be 
just what you need! 
Deepwoods Software 

can help. 
978-544-6933 
http://www.deepsoft.com/ 

sales@deepsoft.com __ ,..,.... 

NANCY L. D□LE 
B□□KS & EPHEMERA 

-0~ 
- -

BUYING AND SELLING 
USED BOOKS 

32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR 
SHELBURNE FALLS 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

& up. Meet by 8:45am, return 

by l :OOpm. Children must be 

accompanied by an adult.Call 

the Great Falls Discovery 

Center at 413-863-3221 to 

register for this FREE pro

gram. Regi~tration Limited. 

Native American Art Exhibits 

at The Great Falls Discovery 

Center, Turners Falls, 

August 5th -27th - Indian 
Images: What Do They Tell 
us? Sponsored by the Pioneer 

Valley Jnstitute 

August l 9th - 27th - Photo

realist presentation by Barry 

Higgins of Nature Reflections 

Studio. 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

SIGNMAKING 
SUPPLIES 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls• 863-4346 
Celebrating 95th Anniversary! 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Aug. 1st -12th 
MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth SL, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. Meal reservations need 
to be made a day in advance by 
11 a.m. Messages can be left 
on the machine when the cen
ter is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite Manager is Cbris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. Trip 
coordinator is Jean Chase. 
Make trip reservations by call
ing 772-6356. Payment and 
menu choice is due three 
weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 1st 
CLOSED FOR VOTING 
PROP 2- 1/2 
Tuesday, 2nd 
9:30 a.m. Tai Chi at St. Anne's 
10:00 a.m. BROWN BAG 
Wednesday, 3rd 
I 0: I 5 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 4th 
l :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 5th 
I 0: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11:00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
Monday, 8th 
9:00 a.rn. Foot Screening 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

I ;00 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 9th 
8:00 a.m. Lobster Bake 
9:30 a,m. Tai Chi 
l 0;00 a.m. W1iting class at St. 
Anne's 
Wednesday, 10th 
9:00 a.m. Foot Screening 
10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
I I : 15 a.m. Mealsite meeting 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 11th 
l 0:00 a.m. Coffee and 
Conversation 
11 :00 a.m. Hospice Services 
I :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 12th 
I 0: 15 am. Senior Aerobics 
l l :00 a.m PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, I st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Tirnrsday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
reservations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at (413) 
423-3308. Lunch daily at 11 :30 
a.m. with reservations a day in 
advance by 11 a.m. 
Transpo1iation can be provided 
for meals, Thursday shopping, 
or medical necessity by calling 
Dana Moore at (978) 544-
3898. 

Monday, 1st 

9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, 2nd 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Oil Painting 
Wednesday, 3rd 
10:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 4th 
9:00 am. Aerobics 
I 0: 15 a.m. Craft class with Tina 
Monday, 8th 

9:30 a.m Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, 9th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Oil Painting 
Wednesday, 10th 
I 0:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 11th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 

Abolt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
PC REPAIRS ANO UPGRADES 

QUICKBOOKS SUPPORT & TRAINING 

MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

PC SETUP ANO TRAINING 

413-367-0025 
abtface@bellatlaotic.net 

Office Hours by Appointment 
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WENDELL 
continued from pg 1 
alternatives might be more 
appropriate for Wendell. The 
finance committee predicted 
taxes would go up initially but 
then drop as other debts are 
retired; tax impact on an average 
household could be as low as 
$100 a year, or as high as $ I 80, 
depending on how much sup
porting grant money the town is 
able to secure. 

Sarah Schley said the cost 
would be less than a daily copy 
of the New York Times. and Anna 
Wetherby said it was less than an 
internet account. Margo Culley 
said what is really pinching the 
town is not projects like this but 
the state's failure to make fuU 
Payments in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT), as promised. 

Jan Stiefel brought up the 
town of Hamden which failed to 
fund a library project, and whose 
library lost state certification. 
Surrounding towns now require 
Hamden residents to pay for 

library use. Patty Scutari, co
owner of the Wendell Country 
Store, said she pays $7,000 a 
year in taxes, but with Wendell's 
current library facilities she has 
to drive her children to Amherst 
to do research for scbool pro
jects. Myron Becker said a good 
library in town would increase 
property values and assessments, 
and decrease the tax. rate. "l think 
it is good business." 

A motion was made and sec
onded for a paper ballot, but tbat 
motion was defeated. 

Before the vote, moderator 
Kathy Becker reminded every
one that citizens should vote 
with the best interest of the town 
in mind, and she asked people to 
look down discretely during the 
vote. The article carried, 105 to 
12, and people began to filter out 
of the town hall, as most of the 
remaining warrant articles were 
predicated on the first vote. The 
evening was hot and windo"\>VS 
without screens were open, so 
mosqujtoes hatassed the hall. 

The towll now has no offices 

Wendell Old Home Day 
Saturday, August 6th 

BY KAREN COPELAND 
Saturday. August 6th is the 

date for Wendell Old Home 
Day. the annual celebration of 
Wendell's unique, creative and 
wonderful community. 
Festivities begi·n with the Kids 
Parade at 11 :00 a.m. This 
year's parade will include 
giant puppers by the incompa
rable Sally Ally Muffin 
Stuffin, a kazoo band, and 
bikes! 

A special display and 
demonstration of antique bicy
cles sponsored by the Wendell 
cultural council will be an 
added feature this year. As 

always, there wiJI be lots of 
kids games. 

Creativity abounds in 
Wendell. Old Home Day 2005 
will include an art gallery fea
turing local artists and a farm
ers market with local goods 
and produce. 

Wendell is aJso a musicians' 
paradise. This year, Old Home 
Day will include local musical 
heroes the Perry Howarth 
Band, Fran Doughty, Mother 
Turtle featuring Marsia 
Shoron-Hanis, Mafanti, the 
Steve Crow Band, and Tao 

Jam. A special performance by 
Moonlight and Morningstar, 
and the Spirit Ensemble: Dave 
Wertman, Lynne, Meryl, Ken 
LaRoche and Karen Copeland, 
at 2 p.m., sponsored by the 
Wendell culturaJ council, will 
be among the highlights of the 
day. 

As always, surprise appear
ances by local musical stars 
are to be expected. 

Old Home Day festivities 
on the town common will 
include tag sales, raffles, a 
kayak raffie for the library, 
food, food, and more food (not 
to mention Lorraine's famous 

egg rolls), the often imitated 
but never equaled Free Box 
Fashion Show. And, for rejects 
from the fashion show. there 
will be a Make a Pree Box 
Scarecrow activity, perfect for 
harvest time. 

Come celebrate community 
and creativity at Wendell Old 
Home Day, Saturday, August 
6th, from 11 :00 a.m lo 7:00 
p.m. 

For more info; call 978-
544-7352 or email kckeepthe
beat@yahoo.com. 
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for the assessors, the town clerk, 
and many boards. There are 
often conflicting needs for the 
meeting room, whjch is also the 
senior center. The goal for the 
proposed new office building is a 
simple, efficient structure that 
would include a clean burning 
wood fired furnace. Selectboard 
member Dan Keller said it would 
be sited so that solar panels could 
be retrofitted, if they cannot be 
part of the original construction. 
A $5,000 award from Greener 
Watts is covering solar panels for 
the library. 

Doug Tanner was skeptical of 
using so much of the stabiliza
tion fond for the building pro
jects, but finance commjttee 
member Lee Trousdale said such 
projects are the whole purpose of 
the fond, and the town has been 
anticipatii1g these expenses for 
years. Keller added there may be 
block grant funding available for 
the senior center part of the 
building, as well as USDA grants 
to cover other parts of the pro
ject. He said the back of tbe lot 

has good soil and would make a 
fine community garden. 

Laura Doughty asked if it 
would be possible to do these 
projects in separate steps, but 
Keller said it is cheaper to do 
them all at once. Article 2 passed 
unanimously. 

Article 3 called for appropri
ating, transferring, or borrowing 
$235,000 to pay for the final 
library design, and passed unani
mously. Article 4 sought 
$125,000 for final design of the 
town office building, and passed 
unanimously. Article 5 called for 
$1,485,466 for construction of 
the library, and passed unani
mously. Article 6 raised 
$1,375,000 for construction of 
the town office building and also 
passed unanimously. Atticles 7 
and 8 appropriated $10,000 each 
for the libra1y and town otlice 
planning accounts. Article 9 
amended a vote taken at the 
annual town meeting from 
$16,000 to $22,125, for debt ser
vice for the town office site, 
which was required because the 
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latter figure was the actual 
ammmt requited. 

The finance committee rec
ommended against a1ticle l 0, 
which added wording to allow 
the Swift River School funding 
from the annual town meeting. 
Michael ldoine said adding these 
words "fails to deal with the 
chronic problem of our pa1tner in 
the school (New Salem) not pay
ing its fair share." The article 
passed by majority: 

Phil Delorey of the school 
committee submitted Article 11 
to create a committee to meet 
with New Salem and deal with 
that town's repeated faiJure to 
fully fund tbe agreed upon pro
portion of Swift River School 
assessments. Tim Robinson said 
a representative from the 
Department of Revenue should 
be at those meetings, and that 
New Salem might be required to 
match Wendell's appropriation in 
proportion to the number of stu
dents they are sending to the 
school. The article passed unan
imously. 

Meetinghouse Mystery Cook Book 
BY MOLLY KA YNOR 
WENDELL - More than 30 
years ago, a historic recipe book
let was found by Helen Haddad in 
the pantry of her old house on 
Jennison Road in Wendell. 

Judging from a handwritten 
note on tbe cover, Nellie Lewis 
had given this copy of the cook
book to R,uth Jennison. The col
lection of "recipes used and rec
ommended by the good cooks of 
Wendell" included sucb unusual 
items as "Pork Cake" and 
"Homemade Soap". It became 
one of Haddad's favorite cook
books, as she used its recipes for 
eve1yday meals as well as holiday 
fare. 

The cookbook had a sketch of 

lhe Wendell Meetinghouse on the 
cover with the carriage shed and a 
cap on the bell tower. Along with 
traditional Wendell recipes, there 
were adve1tisements from the 
Wendell area inside the book. 

What was the meetinghouse 
connection? And when and why 
was it published? 

The answers were found in my 
history tiles, where a June 1949 
newspaper article in the Orange 
Ente,prise and Journal ( donated 
by Ed Hines) revealed both bits of 
information. 

The cookbook was sold in the 
summer of 1949 as a fundraiscr to 
put a new roof on the Wendell 
Meetinghonse (then called the 
Wendell Church). So we now 

know that the Wendell 
Meetinghouse got a new roof 
exactly 56 years ago with the help 
of this little old Wendell 
Cookbook that Helen found! 

Friends of the Wendell 
Meetinghouse will be selling lim
ited copies of that 1949 Wendell 
cookbook for $8.00 at Old Home 
Day (Aug1,1SI 7th). In view of the 
fact we still owe the state match
ing funds for the roof, proceeds 
from the book will - once again -
help pay for a new roof on the 
Wendell Meetinghouse! 

You may order the cookbook 
by sending $8 with your name, 
address and phone number to 
FWM Cookbooks, P.O . .Box 171 
Wendell, MA, 01379. 

Montague Summer Rec Programs 
Registrations are still being 

accepted for the following programs: 
Children/Youth Programs -

Summer Playground Program, 
Tennis Lessons, Soccer-Mania 

Gerald Kennedy 
Fund raiser 

There will be a fundrais
ing benefit in honor of 
Gerald M. Kennedy of 
Bernardston on Sunday, 
July 31st, 1 - 5 p.m. at the 
Schuetzeo Verein, off the 
French King Highway in 
Gill. This event is being 
hosted by friends and fami
ly to help defray the med
ical costs incurred for 
Jerry's hospitalization and 
medical care for ovet the 
last five months. There will 
be music provided by a DJ, 
hors d'oeuvres, a Cbinese 
action with door prizes and 
a cash bar. The cost for tick
ets is $ T 5 per person or $25 
per couple. To reserve tick
ets or for more info, please 
contact Sue Cypher at 773-
9575. Tickets will be avail
able at the door. 

Soccer Camp, Am. 
Babysitting Course. 

Teen Programs 
Lessons, American 
Babysitting Course. 

Red Cross 

- Tennis 
Red Cross 

Adult Programs - Tennis 
Lessons, Tennis Doubles-Mixer 
League. 

For more info: 863-3216. 

GET INVOLVED. GET AHEAD. 
FOR EXISTING & NEW BUSINESS OWNERS 

Business Technical Assistance • Consulting, Referrals & Classes 
Business Lending , Food Processing Center , Business Incubator 
For information call: (413) 774-7204 or visit www.fccdc.org 
324 Wells Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts 
Now available - support funding 
from a Mon/ague Community 
Development Block Grant FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Growing Sustainable c DC c O 

M M u N 
I

T "V 
C DEVELOPMENT 

Businesses & ommunities co RP O RAT 10 N 
Since 1979 

Serving 
Franklin County ~t clear Cho1. 

-4,,0 ltJI' ("~ 
QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413) 498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Worl~ 
Honest Prices! 

Since 1986 

JOE GRAVELINE 



4 

Editor 
David Detmold 

Assistant 
Editor 
Kathleen Litchfield 

Layout & Design 
James Damon 
Boysen Hodgson 
Katren Hoyden 
Karen Wilkinson 

Photographers 
Sarah Swanson 
Joseph A. Parzych 
Anne Vadeboncoeur 
et aL 

Circulation 
.Jean Hebden ''The Voice of the Villuges" Technical 

Administrator 
Michael Muller Julia Bowden-Smith 

Founded by 
Arthur Evans Harry Brandt David De/mold 

August, 2002 

Toward A Theory of the World 
BY PAUL KAUFMAN 
MONTAGUE CENTER -

"Here is the world so1md as a nur. 
petfect. not the smallest piece of 
chaos kji, never a stitch nor an end, 
not a mark of haste, or bo1d1ing, or 
second thought; but the theory qf the 
world 1s a thing qfshrednmd patch-
es." 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

I make my own sony attempts to 
come up with a theo1y ofthe world. 
but more often than not they come lo 
nothing, only "shreds and patches." 
Who can make sense of the sense
less? l suppose only a fool would try. 
Yet here 1 sttive, wanting nothing 
more than to come up with a unified 
picture that can encompass all oftbe 
conflicting data, a:u of !he absurdities. 
More often than not ['m left ernpty
handed. Perhaps empty-headed 
would be more correct 

Daily, the list ofindicatol"s for the 
disintegration of the world grows, 
from tenor to eco-destruction, from 
insatiable empire-building to govern
ment comtption, from the tyranny of 
religious ideologues to the disappear
ance of an independent press. The 
signs are eveiywhere. And, yet at d1e 
same tirne, each day another neigh
bor commits herself to supporting the 
local PTA, another congressman 
questions the prevailing wisdom of 
continuing to make war for no better 
reason than 01af it would beawkward 
to stop, another volunteer shows up 
at Oie Food Bank. or the local libm1y 
to see what he can do to help. I search 
for trends where there may be no 
trends, or simply a million con.flict
ing ones. I search .for meaning like a 

blind pilgrim in a foreign 'land where 
eveiyone is speaking another lan
guage. 

For years l subsctibed to the tbeo
lY of the political pendulum. In the 
tick - tock of that giant clock, civi
lization swung back and forth fium 
one extreme to the other with only 
brief respites fium those insanities. 1 
no longer hold to that idea. It is 
supremely over-simplified and, 
besides which, too depres.sing. 1liere 
are no thin straws for a good-heaited 
middle-aged hippie to grasp at as the 
world swings further and llJJther 
1ightward, only the vague hope that I 
may Live long enough to someday 
ride the pendulum back in the other 
direction. No, d1e pendulum idea, 
small enough comfort as the seven
ties became Oie eighties, as Nixon 
became Reagan, o1fe,:s no comfo1t at 
all as !he nineties have become the 
twenty-first century, as Gingrich has 
morphed into Hastert, and Haldeman 
into Rove, and Erlichman into 
Cheney, and Reagan into Bush 11. I 
can no longer abide the pendulum 
metaphm: We're swinging into obliv
ion. 

Neither have I ever been comfort
able with any of tl1e various conspir
acy theories that come into fashion 
and go and then reappear again as die 
political winds blow: neither the con
spiracy of the Right nor the Left, not 
of the Co1pomte or the United 
Nation-ed, not of the Rockefellers or 
~,e Saudis, not of the Bushes or the 
bankers, not of (he lawyers or the 
Russian meteorologists, not of the 
Axis of Evil or die Kennedys, cer
tainly not of the Hollywood lefties, 
and not even of Rush Limbaugh, Pat 
Robertson and all of their dim-witted 
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The Paper is a Pleasure 
Dear Montague Reporter paper 
friends: Please find enclosed our 
sttbscription for the ne.xt 26 
issues. Your paper is a pleasure. 
We appreciate the precise 
reporting, as well as your sin-

cere compassion, whether it be 
for the Earth or its people, espe
cially the commonwealth of our 
towns. Plus, you make us laugh! 

- Susie Maddern 
Gill 

Notice to Readers 
As in past years, the Montag/,/f &porter will publish biweekly 

during the months of July and August 
There will be no paper ne:u week. 

rr=,-,,-----------------------• 
:oo SIGN ME UP! 

Now only $20 for 26 issues! 

~be ;ffElontague la.eporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name 

Address ------------------
Town _________ state __ Zip ___ _ 
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With a number of Montague's gatewav bridges 
scheduled for repair in vears ahead, 
a creative solution 10 the Orv Hill Road 
controversv has arrived in the nick of time. 

beLievers. No, [ don't beLieve d1ere is 
a "d1em" t:ryingto do itto "us" before 
we do it to "them." That is nothing 
but.a dream, and the stutf ofbest sell
ers and sw,lJense movies. ll1at is 
nothing but the geniuses at the 
Pentagon dreaming up ways to make 
us leel insecure. Star Wars is only a 
movie, no matter how many similar
ities you might see between Vader 
and Rumsfeld, and the E vii Empire is 
nothing more than a construct of our 
own tears and anxieties. 

At times I am left with no theoiy 
at all. no picture on the puzzle box 
showing how the pieoes fit But if it's 
all random., l think, then there is noth
ing but chance and circumstance ele-
vatirlg Bush over Gore or n,11e 
Magazine over The Nation. Jf it's all 
random., then in another time, in a 
parallel universe, perhaps Nat 
Hentofl's voice drowns out Thomas 
Friedman's and Howard Zinn trumps 
Irving Kristo!, but in that lllliverse all 
would appear just as chaotic as in 
this. ln that universe. just as in this, 
chaos would reign and a man could 
only wince as he opened the paper 
each morning not knowing what to 
expect. In die end, would he be any 
better off? 

Lately I've been finding some 
solace in a new model of the world, 
one more hopeful and, if not any less 
chaotic, then al least moving in the 
right direction. It is - and f hardly dare 
admit this publicly when only card
canying liberals are foolish enough 
to put any stock in Darwin - an evo
lutionary model. By this theo1y of the 
world, the slow march of humanity 
towards enlightenment may have its 
chafing detours, yes, its FalweJJs, 
Dobsons, and Robertsons, its Bushes 
and Scalias, but always and above 
all, an over-arching and inevitable 
progress towards humanism, 
towards open-mindedness, towards 
acceptance and non-judgment and 
understanding. 1n that world, for 
eveiy Congressman willing to sell 
his soul for a ban on gay marriage 
!here are four otl1ers fighting for 
higher funding for affordable hous-
ing, and for eveiy bulldozer ripping 
up a wetlands there are a thousand 
volunteer.s out planting trees. Jn that 
world, the ranting of Limbaugh and 
Coulter, while still annoying, can't 
stop our inescapable 111arcl1 towards 
a more just Depadment of Justice, 
and an illegal and ill-conceived Bush 
invasion of .Iraq, while still tragic, 
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will not pre;;age a series oflike-rnind
ed invasions, but will instead be 
plainly exposed for what itis, aghast
ly crime against humanity. ln the 
Druwinian model of evolution, tl1ere 
are many dead-ends, and seen from 
that vantage point, die political night
mare we are living through today and 
fur die last fifty years is nod1ing more 
than a circuitous path to nowhere, 
towards an eniginatic question mark 
(?) or a final exclamation point(!) or 
perhaps just a few dots at the end of 
the sentence ( ... ) as in "What the 
Hell was tl1at'?! Well, never mind ... " 
A hundred years hence, from the 
comfort of a world where justice is 
not only a buzzword in a presidential 
speech but a global reaLity, where 
health care is universal. where "clean 
water" means clean water and "clear 
ai1" means clear air and "healthy 
forests" means healthy forests, where 
peace is really peace and not just a 
war called "peace," - from a world 
still "sound as a nut'' - people will 
look back at our time and see it clear
ly for what it was, a stumble. a tem
ponuy setback, or just the death 
throes (thank you, Dick Cheney) of 
an old way of doing things giving 
way to anew. 

Help Appreciated 
"Ricky has leukemia." Those 

were the first words uttered by my 
son, Todd Koscinski, Ricky's 
father, in his call home last 
October. 

Some of you might remember 
Todd. He lived in Millers Falls and 
attended Erving Elementary 
School (K -5) before moving to 
Keene, Nl-1. Todd graduated from 
Keene State and Bentley College, 
married, and moved to 
Connecticut. 

He and bis wife, Betli, have one 
son - R.icky, 

On October 6th, 2004, Ricl-y, 
our five-year old grandson, was 
diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphocytic Leukemia. We were 
stunned and heartbroken by the 
news. Later, through research and 
from his doctors, we learned that 
this type of leukemia is very 
responsive to lreatment, with aD 
80% rate of recovery for children 

battling the disease. 
Now, nine months late,~ Ricky 

is well into a three-year treatment 
protocol that requires bone man-ow 
taps, blood work, and an asso,1-
ment of other invasive procedures. 
His immune system is compro
mised and he is susceptible to 
many illnesses when in a neu
tropenic state. He .is no longer able 
to play with his little friends at day 
care and his mother put her career 
on hold to become a stay-at-home 
mom. Reduced to a one-income~ 
family, with mounting medical 
bills not covered by insurance, 
their bank account bas evaporated. 

ft's times like these tl1at make us 
stop to cmmt our blessings. If you 
would like to help Ricky, please 
send contributions to: Richard 
Koscinski Leukemia Fund, 
Savings Bank of Walpole, c/o 
Wally Reney, 84 Marlboro Street, 
Keene, NH 03431. Your help is 

We welcome your letters. 
'<!Cbe ;flflontague 3Reporter 

24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 reporter@montaguema.net 

deeply appreciated. 
Hea1ifelt thanks, 

- David and 
Nancy (Lane) Stone 

Keene, NH 
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Support the Debt Exclusion on Aug. 1st 
Dear Citizens of Montague, 

I'd like to share my views as 
a sewer user and a taxpayer on 
the Combined Sewer Overflow 
project. As you know, the sewer 
users will bear 60% of the cost 
of the project, while tbe taxpay
ers will take on the remaining 
40% of the cost, if we vote for 
the debt exclusion on August 
J st. J f we vote it down, either 
the sewer users will pay 100% 
of tbe project, or 40% of the 
project will remain undone. 

Thinking about these alterna-

tives from the point of view of 
one who will have to pay no 
matter which way tbe town 
votes to finance this work, I 
have been persuaded by the fol
lowing considerations to believe 
it is better to vote for the debt 
exclusion now than to either 
drop 40% of the project, or fund 
it entirely by raising sewer user 
fees. 

I fwe drop the $2,280,000 by 
voting against the debt exclu
sion, we postpone the major 
thrust of doing the Combined 

Sewer Over.flow project, i.e. 
eliminating the excess runoff 
from rain and sewer into U1e 
Connecticut River. Postponing 
it will lead eventually to our 
being fined. Fines are charges lo 
the Town from which the Town 
will receive no benefit. 

Secondly, i:n the future the 
Town will have to complete the 
CSO project under less advanta
geous financial circumstances 
than it has right now. We all 
know the cost of construction 
does not go down over time. We 

EYE ON MONTAGUE TOWN FINANCES 

all know that the low cost loan 
funding we have available right 
now is not guaranteed for the 
unforeseeable future. 

Thirdly l will vote for the 
debt exclusion because it is a 
temporary increase in the tax 
rate. limited to this project as 
named on the ballot. Once the 
debt is paid, the tax rate 
decreases proportionately. Also 
don't forget that we can claim 
our prope1ty taxes on our annu
al income tax filing. 

Finally, we cannot use our 

Present and Former Finance Committee Chairs 
Discuss Sewer Override 

T here was some interesting 
back and forth on the 
Montaguema.net cork.board 
over the last few weeks about 
the upcoming $2,280,000 debt 
exclusion vote for combined 
sewer ove,:flow (CSO) abate
ment. 

Here are some excerpts .frorn 
current finance commillee chair 
Jeff Singleton:~ and .finance 
committee member John 
Hanold:~· remarks, and former 
_finance committee chair Mike 
Naughton 's postings in 
response. 

Singleton: Regarding Mike 
Naughton's article in the 
Montague Reporter Vlll #38 
·'What if the Sewer Override 
Fails?": 

1 was pleased to see that 
Mike supported the r.ationale for 
the project and the financing, 
including paying a portion out 
of taxation rather thaJ1 only 
sewer user fees. At least he did 
not challenge these central 
assumptions. Rather, he seems 
to be arguing that the tax-funded 
portion of the project should be 
financed through the regular 

The site JI/here 1111treated sewag11 rNns into the Connecticut River 

in l\1ot1tdg11e. City dmi11g 11N!}or 1-a;nstom1s 

town budget rather than tbrougb 
a debt exclusion - a Proposition 
2½ temporary override to 
finance debt for a specific proj
ect. 

As far as J can remember, 
this point was not raised at town 
meeting or during the discus
sions of the selectboard or 
finance committee. If it was, no 
one seems to have noticed. l 
think the reason it was barely 
mentioned, if at all, is that town 

meeting bas been struggling for 
years to tind sufficient funds for 
a police crniser, some new com
puter software, art and music in 
our the schools and so forth. 

The idea of financing a 
multi-million dolJar CSO proj
ect out of these same revenues 
probably did not make it onto 
anyone's radar screen. 

The reality is, without signif
icant increases in state aid, the 
town's "fixed costs" - for health 

insurance, retirement, 
negotiated wage 
increases, a few capital 
projects - equal or 
exceed our revenue 
increases. Mike him
self has often com
plained - as he does in 
his article - that insuffi
cient funds are dedicat
ed to capital projects 
that come before the 
Capital Improvements 
Committee. I agree, but 
how much would be 
available forthese proj
ects if the CSO were 
financed without an 
override? Even less 
than now! 

This is precisely why the 
Prop. 2½ law contains a debt 
exclusion for large capital proj
ects. It is simply unrealistic for 
towns to finance them within 
the confines of the tax limit 
when we can barely fund exist
ing programs. l ce,tainly would 
not support (such an approach) 
withoul a better sense of where 
the money would come from. 
Pointing t-o the need to make 
"hard choices." while true, does 

facilities indefinitely and 
increase tbe demand on our 
equipment without upgrading 
those facilities. Nor can we con
tinue to allow our sewage to 
pour into the rivet during heavy 
rains. Voting for the debt exclu
sion means to this citizen there 
will be both an improved waste
water treatment facility and a 
cleaner river to show for the 
money going out of two of my 
pockets. 

- Patricia Pruitt 
Turners FalJs 

1(1.JJ,'/J:.lac-r,..... 

not create that money. 
Thus Mike's argument, white 

interesting, is not realistic. If 
this debt exclusion fails, either 
the project will not go forward 
as planned or it will be financed 
by sewer user fees. That is the 
reality. I think town meeting 
made tbe right decision. I hope 
voters will support it (and actu
ally come out and vote!) on 
August 1st. 

Hanold: This relates to Jeff's 
supposition on why the finance 
committee and selectboard did 
not discuss funding the taxpayer 
share of tbe Combined Sewer 
Overflow project from operat
ing budgets. I sit with him on 
the 6r1aoce comJnittee, and the 
deliberations of the last budget 
cycle are fresh in my mind. n 
was clear to me that a very 
desirable (even essential) sewer 
upgrade would not be possible, 
within the constraints of annual 
revenue growth, if the operating 
budget were used. The town is 

see SEWER pg 6 
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SEWER 
continued from pg 5 

only gradually recovering from 
the shrinking resources of sev
eral years ago, and the CSO pro
ject is more like. an "occasional 
major capitaJ project" than the 
ongoing operations already 
borne by user fees. 

For my part, the debt exclu
sion avenue is the best choice: 
the increased tax revenue is 
sequestered and has its own 
clear sunset date, so no perma
nent rate increase is involved. 

The issue of what the propor
tions should be, between users 
and taxpayers. has really been 
settled: the finance committee 
and selectboard recommended 
60% users and 40% taxpayers. 
The topic was discussed at the 
pre-meeting_, and town meeting 
approved it. Under this 
approach sewer users "share" in 
the taxpayer portion and bear 
the user-fee portion in its entil-e
ty. The important step before us 
now is to support the debt 
exclusion on August 1st, so the 
CSO project can be started 
promptly and pursued in the 
most economicaJ manner. 

Naughton: Regarding Jeff 
and John's comments, I wasn't 
so much making a case in my 
article as raising some questions 
l hoped would be discussed 
before the vote. I'm happy to see 
that starling to happen. 

One question was, "Why 
aren't we funding the sewer pro
ject out of the regular budget?" 
The answer seems to be, 
"Because obvimlsly there's no 
money to do it". Well, what 
bothers me is that's always the 
answer when it comes to capital 
projects, but it doesn't seem to 

apply to other types of spend
ing. I mean, yes, the project will 
cost millions of dollars, but we 
don't have to come up with that 
all at once. f think we'll have to 
pay about $150 thousand a year 
to cover the debt payments. 
Same with other large projects -
we don't pay for them in a lump 
sum, we pay for them out of 
yearly debt service. 

So, what I'm bearing is that 
coming up with $150 thousand 
a year is so obviously impossi
ble that it doesn't even bear dis
cussing. Well, if that's ti-ue, how 
come we could add $125 thou
sand to the budget for pay and 
classification upgrades without 
needing a tax increase? I'm not 
opposed to the upgrades, but the 
dynamic bothers me: propose 
$100 thousand for a capital pro
ject and the automatic answer is 
"no way"; propose $ l 00 thou
sand for personnel costs and d1e 
answer is "let's try to find it 
somehow". Why the difference? 

Singleton: l'm also glad to 
see there is some discussion 
going on about this important 
CSO projecl. You raise an inter
esting question. I suppose on a 
philosophical level there is no 
reason why a large capital pro
ject should be funded by a debt 
exclusion vote but wage 
increases. like the recent wage 
and classification implementa
tion, should come out of the reg
ular budget. But l believe this is 
the way it is done in most cities 
and towns and there are some 
good reasons for it. 

Wage and benefit increases 
are annual even.ts, except during 
times of extreme fiscal crisis. 
It's a reality everywhere. As you 
know this can add up to a lot of 
money (right now it is a major 
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cause of the local fiscal crisis 
across the state). But if we tried 
to raise taxes over the 2½ limit 
every time, taxes would be 
totally out of control. So we try 
to wedge them into the regular 
budget, often putting local 
finances at risk. To try to 
finance large needed capital 
projects on top of this is just 
plain unrealistic in my view 

I think this is exactly the sit
uation m Montague. As you 
suggested in your article, imple
mentation of the wage and clas
sification study was iffy, to put 
it mildly. In effect we wound up 
funding smaller capital projects 
out of our reserves, putting the 

"If 
about 
can't 
those 

we 're serious 
saying, "We 

afford to pay 
kind of taxes.,. 

we need to sit down as 
a town and talk about 
what we really want to 
buy with the money we 
think we can spend." 

-Mike Naughton 
Millers Falls 

budget at risk. To add yet anoth
er $140,000 or so onto the bud
get would not be responsible at 
all, in my opinion. 

This is a concrete example of 
why the debt exclusion provi
sion is in the Prop 2½ law. Keep 
in mind that a debt exclusion for 
a capital project is temporary, 
while an override for a wage 
increase would be pe1manent. 

Naughton replies: A couple 
of points. 

First, you're right, "[w]age 
and benefit increases are annual 
events." But the adjustments 
based on t11e pay and classifica-

tion study were nol an annual 
event -- they were one-time 
increases intended (as r under
stand it) to bring our employees 
more in line with "comparable" 
towns, and - at least according 
lo the presentation at town 
meeting - tbey were long over
due. As such, they were just the 
sort of thing that should have 
sparked a discussion over the 
need to either raise taxes or cut 
somewhere else ... as clearly we 
hadn't been able to afford them 
before now and equally dearly 
nothing much had changed this 
year. lnstead, we chose to go 
ahead and build them into the 
budget, while funding things 
like the household hazardous 
waste program, the police cruis
er, various DPW lease pay
ments, etc. (all bona.fide "annu
al events'') out of the stabiliza
tion fund. I'm not blamjng you, 
but l do wonder why 'the pow
ers that be' - meaning the select
board, the finance committee, 
and the town administrator -
were so willing to support a 
budget that .is based on the 
vague hope that things will be 
better in the future. No offense 
to auyone, but as someone 
famously said, "hope i.s not a 
plan". Call me what you will. 
but I much prefer having a plan. 

1t would have been much bet
ter if the 'people on the stage 
had said, basically, "we need to 
fund these increases, and we 
can't do so unless we either raise 
tax.es or cut somewhere else, 
and so here's our plan." That 
didn't happen, and I'm disap
pointed - not in anyone person
ally, but in the process that got 
us here. 

Second, you're also right: "a 
debt exclusion for a capital pro
ject is temporary," but let's be 
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realistic. A few short years ago, 
we voted a debt exclusion for 
the middle school/high school 
project, and taxpayers were 
told, ''but it's just temporary." 
Well, we're still paying for it, 
and now, we're being asked to 
vote for one for the sewer plant. 
lf pi'esent trends continue, we'll 
be asked to vote for exclusions 
for a highway garage, a police 
station, and probably other town 
facilities -- all in the next 5 or I 0 
years. Co1Tect me if l'm wrong, 
but if we're always paying off 
some debt exclusion (or sever
al), there's a certain air of per
manence, isn't there? 

My point is, Montague does
n't use debt exclusions for 
"extraordiuary" expenses; we 
use them for the sorts of things 
we should expect to be paying 
for anyway. I think we'd be bet
ter off as a town if we simply 
admitted that and built that 
money into our tax base. Then 
we could apply it either to cur
rent long-tenn debt payments 
(as debt exclusions are applied) 
or we could augment our stabi
lization fund in anticipation of 
Future debt payments (and save 
on interest). Either way, we'd be 
being honest witb ourselves 
about what we're in for, and we 
might end up savmg some 
money. 

And if we're really serious 
about saying, "no. absolutely 
not -- we just can't afford to pay 
those kinds of taxes," then we 
need to sit down (figuratively) 
as a town and talk about what 
we really want to buy with the 
money we think we can spend. 
That's my basic point: we need 
to have that discussion, instead 
of just lurching along one debt 
exclusion at a time. 

Just my $.02 ... 

TIM PREVOST 
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
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C4SH & CllECKS ONLY 
on.-Saf. 9-5:20, Fd. tif 8:20 • Closed Mon. • June, July, AuAu•l -

Power Square 
Greenfield 

FIT FIGURES 
30-Minute Fitness Center 

For Women, Senior Citizens & Youth 
Coed Hours Available 

Fitness Classes, Massage & More 
We make exercise Fun!! 

Located in the French King Entet1ainment Center 

413-423~3954 lask for fit fiuuresJ 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

Erving Completes 
Mitzkovitz Purchase 

BY IVAN USSACH - On 
Monday, July 25th, the select
board signed a purchase and sale 
agreement for $ I 65,000 for the 
8.23 acre Mitzkovitz property, 
located near the French King 

County bikeway. 
TI,e board signed rhree water 

commitments. The town water 
department will bi 11 the fire 
department $5,900 for hydrant 
inspections. Also, $7,500 will be 

The twv/y completed pedes//ian bridge a11d hike path link 
bet1Peen F.rving and lvW/ers Falls. 

Bridge. The closing was expect
ed July 27th. The acreage abuts 
the Erving Elementary School 
and the Erving Police Station. 

With police chief Chris Blair 
retiring for medical reasons, the 
board put together a timeline for 
a police chief search committee. 
Adve1tising for the position is 
expected by mid-August, with 
applications likely to be due by 
the end of September. From 
seven to nine members are 
expected to serve on the com
mittee to review applicants. 

The board received a letter 
from Mass Highway stating that 
the replacement of the pedestri
an walkway and bikepath over 
the Millers River, from Erving to 
Montague, bas been completed. 
The bridge, closed to auto traffic 
for years, connects to Dorsey 
Road via a footpath on the 
Erving side of the river, and to 
East Mineral Road on the 
Montague side. It will be the 
point of crossing on the Millers 
River for the bike path that will 
eventually connect Northfield 
Mou11tain Environme11tal Center 
to the rest of the Franklin 

billed to the town for testing 
charges at town ball and Zilinski 
field. An additional $236 wiJI be 
billed to two homes that required 
a new hookup. 

The Franklin County Solid 
Waste District will hold a coun
tywide Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day on Saturday, 
September 24tb, at the Route 2 
park and ride area. 

The board issued a live enter
tairnuent license to the Copper 
Angel restaurant, located on 
Route 2A. 

Jeff Dubay responded to a 
complaint on the condition of a 
section of the French Kfog 
Bridge. He said be believed the 
damage was largely cosmetic, 
but thought it best to notify Mass 
Highway for them to inspect it. 

TI1e board reviewed an appli
cation to Mass Electric by the 
town's Publicly Owned 
Treatment Works (POTW) #2, 
operated by the Erving Paper 
Mill, for an upgraded aerator. 
Under its cooperative program, 
Mass Electric will ftmd up to 
45% of the cost of equipment 
upgrades. 
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NMH Constuction Concerns Aired 
BY DAVll> DETMOLD 

Fonner highway superinten
dent Ernie .Hastings brought 
concerns to the selectboard on 
Monday, July 25th regarding the 
progress of construction at the 
Mount Hermon campus of 
Northfield Mount Hermon. 
Responding to the sight of earth 
moving equipment preparing the 
ground on the east side of Maia 
Road for playing fields. Hastings 
said, "It was farmland six 
months ago; it wou't be farmland 
again." He said he was unaware 
of hearings before the conserva
tion commission or planning 
board for a change of use on the 
laod. Town administrative assis
tant Deb Roussel assured 
Hastings there had been a hear
ing before the planning board to 
which other departments had 
been invited, about a month ago. 

Hastings, wbo had spoken in 
favor of paving roadways at a 
recent town meeting "without an 
act of Congress or a meeting 
with the environmentalists," said 
he felt the scope of construction 
at NMH should bave reqLtired an 
envirornnental impact study. 

"They've changed intersec
tions on town roads, with no per
mits; they've covered up catch 
basins, with no permits; they've 
put in sidewalks, diverfing water 
away from the culverts and 
down the road. This is where 
two thirds of the water on the 
campus drains off," he said. 
Hastings noted the old town 
dump was in the vicioity of the 
under construction playing 
fields, and wanted to know 
whether this fact had been con
sidered in light of additional 
runoff from parking lots and 
reconfigured roadways. 

Board member Phil Maddern 
said he had directed questions 
about the construction to Jim 
Hawkins at the Pran.kJin County 
cooperative building inspectors 
program, and Ami Banash said, 
"He's the person we pay to make 
sure our bylaws are being fol
lowed. We need to make sure 
we're on the same page." 

Maddern said he had spoken 
to Hawkins and said, "Hawkins 
was under the assumption that 
Mount Hermon Road - the loop 
up around - wasn't a town road." 

ln addition to playing fields, 

Northfield Mount Hem1on 
School, wl1ich is consoUdating 
its operations to the Gill campus 
and closing its Northfield cam
pus in the coming year, plans to 
build an art building and two 
"cottages'', Banash said. 

Ln other news, the board dis
cussed a letter received from 
Paul Seamans, of Munns Ferry 
Road, regarding the recent 
change in property tax assess
ments on his riverside property. 
Seamans asked the board to 
assist in petitioning tbe state leg
islature and the governor for 
property tax refief, "protesting 
the punitive damages done to 
some of us residents, and asking 
redress in the matter of taxa
tion." Seama□'s tax bill jumped 
from $2,036.84 in 2004 to 
$5,041.4 l ia 2005, following the 
creation of a new tax district 
along the Connecticut R.iver, 
where recent property transfers 
had indicated values were 1ising 
steeply. The three assessors who 
bad worked on delineating the 
boundary of that new 

"Riverview" tax district have all 
since resigned. 

"Where does someone on a 
fixed iDcome come up with an 
extra $3,000?" asked Banash. 
''lt's devastating." 

"He's ljved here his entire 
life, fought wars for bis coun
try," said Roussel. The board 
agreed to send a letter to the gov
ernor and legislative leaders 
decrying the burden of local 
property taxes and seeking 
relief. Seamans said he was not 
the only World War II veteran 
living in the 11arrowly defined 
tax district to face a sudden, 
steep increase this year. 

Newly el.ected assessor Greg 
Snedeker said he aDd even more 
recently elected assessor JoAnn 
Greenleaf "are definitely going 
to sit down and take a fresh look 
at the Riverview district. I have 
to wake sLu-e everybody in town 
is at Full market value," he 
added. He noted a number of 

AJRED 
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Diemand Farm 
Wendell, MA 

Roasted Turkep 
with $ I 00 purchase* at the 

Diemand Farm Store 
A great time to stock up on all your favorites 
like pot pies, chili and soups. Come and see 
what's new and don't forget to pick up 

fixings for the free oven roasted turkey! 

*918-544-3806 call for details!* 
* $100 must be spent in a single visit. Offer ends 
August 31, 2005 or while supplies last. All roast
ed turkeys must be picked up before Sept. l, 2005. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Community Clay Center 
at Leverett Crafts and Arts 
P.O. Box 3 
13 Montague Road 
Leverett, MA 01054 

Shared Studio for independent Study • Classes & workshops 
Private Lessons • sculpture • handbuilding • throwing• raku 
ADULTS • TEENS • CHILDREN • FAMILIES 
Sl11dio: 413·548-3939 • 111wipiepotters@crocker.co111 
Officejlmme: 413·367-0047 

0:..:_ __ ,., Brian It San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving /he Area (or ove1 25 years Certified• Bonaed• lnstlr,•rl 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Bupvr 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fax 863-8022 

1\J:~LE & 
R1200RT 

27 4 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 0137 6 now avallable 

• parts & accessories ~ l?J.lWQ)CHVml 
• helmets ALLAN• DA VU>• MELANIE 

• books Tel: (413) 863-9543 

• apparel 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.NCYCLE.COM 

Negus l!t. Taylorl Inc. 
Monuments p_!f!"!ff'!}'C 

~J;-s. p~ 

,. ll7e mgrr:1ve '~ 
People often come lo,see us 
because their parents 
and their grandparents dia. 
We're proud tona,,,e. 
lnat kind ol loyolty, 
and we work hard to keep ii. 
- Gory and Nancy Melen 

tJJttnones 
that lllst.fortvqr 

ADIATOR =_. 
Plastic -Aluminum - Copper - Brass 

IA TORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic . 
ooling Rte. 2, Gt 
. tem 863-4049 1-800-439-40 

CALL MARK & DULCIE LARANGE 
AND BE ... 

"LMN' EASY" 

-~ill 

SPA SALES 8c SERVICE 
SINCE 1976 
SERVICE ALL BRANDS 

CUSTOM BUILDING 
AND REMODELING 
SINCE 1970 
LIC#083647 

OFFICE: 413-774-2633 
CELL: 413-522-0366 
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Montague Adopts N eW" Fees for Bulky Waste 
BY JOHN HANOLD 
MONTAGUE CITY - The 
selectboard's summer toUI oftbe 
villages arrived at the Masonic 
Lodge in Montague-City on July 
25th, where the board conducted 
business beneath tbe portraits of 
past Grand Masters and mounted 
insignjae, sustained by various 
fans. The next meeting will find 
the selectboard back at its usual 
roost in town hall in Tm11ers 
Falls; one hopes for cooler 
weather to inspire a larger audi
ence. 

Department of public works 
supenntendent Tom Bergeron 
received the board's approval to 
increase the transfer station fee 
schedule for bulky waste, lo 
bring program revenue in line 
with costs levied by tbe town's 
Springfield processor. Clean 
metal and motor oil are still free, 
and the annual pennit for con
struction and demolition (C & 
D) debris is stiU $ I 0, but the per
item charges for sofas, mattress
es, large appliances, tires, etc. 
will be about $5 higher and the 
cubic-yard cbarge for C & D 
debris brought to the station will 
rise from $50 to $60, effective 

Al.RED 
continued from page 7 
added. He noted a number of 
properties in other parrs of town 
bad sold at above thier asssessed 
value recently. He. also said, ·'tf 
we could find one more assessor 
from Riverside, that would be 
wonderful. Jt would make for a 
real nice balance of viewpoints." 
Sne-deker lives in the new 
Riverview district and Greenleaf 
is from the center of town. 

The board took under advise
ment an estimafe from M.J. 
Moran lo dehwnidify and air 
condition the basement of the 
town hall, where damp condi
tions endanger record storage 
and make working eonditJous for 
the assessors and the board of 
healtl1 chaJlenging. They dis
cussed the partitioning of 
upstairs offices in town hall as 
well, to increase security and 
provide some privacy for town 
hall workers a.nd the citizens 
who meet with them. A meeting 
wiU be called for the building 
committee to review both ma~
ters. 

immediately. A printed fee 
schedule will be available at 
the transfer station. 

Bergeron emphasized that 
yard waste, accepted at no 
charge for composting, must 
not include brush and other 
fee-schedule materials, 
which have been found 
mixed in some compostable 
loads. [n response to board 
chair Allen Ross' question 
about enforcement of laws 
on "improper dumping'' 
police chief Ray Zukowski 
confirmed that arrests are 
made periodically, and viola
tors are prosecuted when 
property owners or the town 
request this action. Ross 
commended DPW personnel 
for their attention to blow
down debris after recent 
windstorms, and for continuing 
sidewalk and pothole repairs. 

The next hazardous material 
collection by the Franklin 
County Solid Waste District will 
be Saturday, September 24th, at 
several locations around the 
county including the Montague 
DPW Garage, at the south end of 
Avenue A. 

Lynda Hodsdcm Mayo has 
been hired for the position of 
assessors clerk, the post from 
wbicb Harriet A. Tidd has 
recently retired. Tidd has agreed 
to stay on a part time. basis to 
heJp train her replacement. 

Fire. cltief Gene Beaubien 
wrote to the board inquiring 
whether part time firefighters 
could be elig'ible for longevity 
pay bonuses, under the terms of 
the recently approved personnel 
policy. The board referred the 
matter lo the personnel board. 
The board also noted a ceplace
ment needs to be found on the 
personnel board to oversee 
implementation of the town's 
harassment policy, since Deb 
Edson, the fortner poin1 person 
01.1 harassment, is no longer on 
the pers0nnel board. 

Comcast will hold a public 
hearing on a 1\ew cable access 
contract, on Monday, August 
8th, at 7 p.111. at tJ1e town hall. A 
senior citizen rate discount and 
the possibility of wiring new 
roads for cable are up for discus
sion. 

DETMOLD PHOTO 

Phil Przyl?)rla,.flvm the DPll7, repairs potholes 011 Third Street 
earlier this .reason. 

As part of the implementation 
of the pay and classification 
study authorized at the annual 
town meeting, water pollution 
control facility head Bob 
Trombley has met with represen
tatives of the involved onion to 
revise job descriptions and 
assign jobs and individuals to 
appropriate grades and salary 
steps. A paraUel examination by 
Trombley and town administra
tor Frank Abbondanzio con
firmed the grade assignments, 
and Abbondanzio observed that 
the factor-evaluation system 
generates clear, reliable results 
that fit with comparable jobs 
elsewhere in town departments. 

The results of that effort were 
endorsed by the selectboard 
retroactive to the start of the cur
rent fiscal year, witb the under
standing that the union still must 
sign off on the plan. The actual 
cost impact falls within the fig
ure forecast in May for Fiscal 
Year '06. 

Approval was given to adver
tise for a custodian position to 
relieve other staff members at 
tbe WPCF, and for the time 
being duties normally performed 
by the lab technician, a position 
now vacant, will be handled by 
three other members of the 
WPCF staff, on a revolving 
basis. Those individuals are cer
tified to perform the required 
tests, and Trombley will assess 
the adequacy of this arrangement 
periodically during the year. He 
observed the treatment plant is 

still been staffed below the state 
Department of Environmental 
Protection guidelines. 

Ross commended WPCF per
sonnel for ensuring that water 
quality near their plant has been 
clean enough to attract eagles, 
though he described them as 
"less photogenic" than the eagles 
of Barton Cove. 

Looking forward, Trombley 
requested a public informational 
meeting to distribute the updated 
sewer regulations (formerly 
bylaws). The conversion from 
by.laws to regulations enables the 
selectboard and WPCF to 
respond more promptly to either 
mandatory state regulatory 
changes or changed user-types in 
the district. This change has no 
effect on the current fee-sched
ule for users. Tbe informational 
meeting can be expected during 
September or October. 

On a similar topic, 
Abbondanzio reminded the pub
lic of the upcoming town elec
tion on the $2,280,000 debt 
exclusion portion of the 
Combined Sewer Overflow pro
ject, from noon to 7:00 p.111. on 
Monday, August 1st, in the usual 
precinct polling locations. 

A rather unusual agenda item 
concerned the abatement of bills 
issued in past years by the air
port commission, amounting to 
about $8,500. A unanimous vote 
by the airport commission, and 
concun-ence from tax col.lector 
Patty Dion, will clear the books 
of long-donnant items, some of 

wbich are ten years old. ln sup
po1i. of the request, commission 
member Peter Go!Jick explained 
that some bills were issued in 
error, and that others have 
proven uncollectible and involve 
people no longer in the area. 
Recent procedural changes in 
billing hanger owners have cor
rected the problems that led to 
the abated bills, Golrick said. 

Planning department issues 
included a request for a 
Brownfield evaluation by the 
county's Regional Council of 
Governments on land that may 
pose a threat to drinking water 
quality. The land is owned by 
Rodney Beauchesne in 
Montague Center, and the 
Turners Falls Water Department 
and Montague planning board 
have asked the town to consider 
acquiring the land for water sup
ply protection. Town planner 
Robin Sherman also obtained 
approval for a letter to the COG 
requesting inclusion of a part of 
the Montague Plains - across 
Millers Falls Road from the air
po1i - in a county study of possi
ble industrial park sites, includ
ing archaeological and endan
gered species considerations. A 
recent study by the Council of 
Governments shows it is time to 
consider where another jndustri
al park should be located in the 
future. During t11e discussion of 
this issue Sherman reassured the 
board that only the northern third 
of the Plains was eligible for 
consideration for development -
the remainder is permanently 
protected. 

Jn other business the board 
discussed surveying services for 
Dry Hill Road and eventual town 
ownership of the parking lot near 
the Grear Falls Discovery 
Center, and formally approved a 
protocol for town staff to follow 
when dealing with difficult peo
ple. Jeanne Golrick's suggestion 
that the term "customer" be 
replaced by "visitor" was adopt
ed; it was mentioned that 
although difficult encounters are 
rare, the most recent one 
occurred only a week ago. 

The board finished the 
eve.ning by going into executive 
session on litigation and collec
tive bargaining issues. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

fb@~@!!!I@ ~ fb@tf1£(l!J@(? 
At1to~ales 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

Renaissance 
Excavating >'• ~~ 
COMPLETE SITE ~,- .A 

WORK ~ 
• SEPTIC & DRAINAGE SYSTEMS • SAND, GRAVEL & LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

Geri Johnson 
~BB,CRS 1 GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Suppotl 
Gen jon111on 1i ~s5oc1a1es 

REALI ORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) ~63-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9DQ rlfa1 iiiiJ !~m 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CO. 

scsc 
Complete 

Tired of that ugly patch of 
yard the grass just won't 
grow on? Beautify your 
property with a patio or 
walkway of pavers by Ideal. 

.,.,_ oev._,..,,,. u 
•oev·a,oev 

l(TAI.ANO 

(4ll) 834-7569 
CUM-OUIS MIO IMUUlfff 

We help you sort through or haul ENi8'f unwanted stuff in your 
attic, balement, garage, bam, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

of just about anything\ FREE estim§ws. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 

C' 

M I 

I 

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, /\BR 
BROKER 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 
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extremely suggestive." 
Strontiwn-90, one of many 

radioactive isotopes release.cl from 
nuclear reactor steam venl'I on a 
routit1e, daily basis, is dispersed 
over the countryside by wind and 
rain. It has a radioactive ha11:1ife of 
roughly 28 years. The human 
organism treats Strontiwn-90 as if 
it were calcium, incorporating it 
into bones - and teeth. Strontium-
90 can pass through the placenta of 
a pregnant woman to her fetus, and 
through breast milk to a nursing 
infant. Reynolds said developing 
infants and children are at particu
lar risk for Strontium-90 intake, as 
are people with low calcium intake 
in their diets. Strontiurn-90 is a 
known carcinogen. The U.S. 
Academy of Sciences, in a JO-year 
study released earlier this tnonth 
(the BElR-7 report), stated "There 
is no sate threshold of ionizing 
radiation." Reynolds said. 

The teeth were analyzed for 
Strmitium-90 content by Dr. Hari 
Sharma, who holds a PhD in radio
chemistry, at an independent lab in 
Waterloo, Ontario called REMs, 
Inc., which has tested over 4,400 
baby, or "deciduous" teeth, for the 
Radiation and Public Health 
Project since the mid-1990s, when 
the so-called "Tooth Fairy" project 
began. Activists at Traprock Peace 
Center and the Citizens Awareness 
Network sponsored the local study, 
and aided with tooth collecting. 

Among the researchers working 
with the Radiation and Public 
Health Prqject is statistician Joseph 
Mangano, of Nonistown, PA, who 
helped analyze Strontium-90 levels 
in baby teeth in seven reactor com
munities around the country. 

"We found a link between ele
vated levels of Strontium-90 and 
childhood cancers in two areas, on 
Long Island and in Central New 
Jersey," near the Brookhaven 
National Lab on Long Island and 
the Oyster Creek reactor in Toms 
River, New Jersey. Oyster Creek is 
the oldest operating civilian 
nuclear reactor in the country, 
Magnano sa.id. "Imagine a graph 
with two lines, one for Strontium-
90 and one for incidence of child
hood cancer. They both rise and 
decline simultaneously," in these 
two geographic areas, he said. Like 
Helfand, Magnano called this evi
dence "suggestive" of a causative 
effect between proximity to 
nuclear reactors and an. increase in 
childhood cancers, and called for 
fiuther study. 

The 4,400 baby teeth analyzed 
so far around seven reactor com
munities reveal 30% to 50% high
er Strontium-90 levels in counties 
near operating reactors than in 
counties fhrther away, Magnano 
said. 

Among the other researchers 
working with the Radiation and 
Public Health Project are epidemi-

ologist Jay Gould, and Professor of 
Radiological Physics Ernest 
Stemglass, whose methodologies 
in compruing health statistics for 
populations living near nuclear 
plru1ts have been targeted as inac
curate by the nuclear industry and 
its proponents for decades. 

Nevertheless, in recently pub
lished remarks, Stemglass main
tains, "The Strootium-90 measure
ments have shown that, in areas 
near nuclear plants, this short-lived 
fission product thal concentrates in 
bone, like calcium, and destroys 
the cells of the immune system 
originating in the bone marrow, bas 
been rising in the bones and teeth 
of newborn babies to levels seen at 
the height of nuclear bomb testing 
in Nevada in tne I 950s, when 
it should have decayed to 
undetectable concentrations 
by now." 
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Man,gano said the Radiation and 
Public Health Project had reviewed 
the Connecticut Cancer Registry's 
statistics (Connecticut was the only 
state to maintain a comprehensive 
cancer registry during the bomb 
test years) and found a decline in 
cancers 'in cbildren under 5 during 
the morato1iwn years, followed by 
a short peak in 1964, tben drop
ping. But in the 80s and 90s, the 
rates of cancers for ti1is age group 
rose again in Connecticut, 50% 
higher than they were in the 1940s. 

According to Gould. the figmes 
in the Connecticut Cancer Registry 
show that tbe highest female can
cer rates in the state are concentrat
ed in the l2 towns within 15 m.iles 
of the Millstone nuclear reactors in 

the local infant death rate rose in 
the two years after Rancho Seco 
began operations in l974." 

Speakjng of the Tooth Fairy 
project, Helfand said, ''If indeed 
we can show children are accumu
lating extremely toxic material in 
their bones and experiencing an 
increased risk of cancer, that would 
be an extremely powerful argu
ment for shutting these plants 
down completely." 

Reynolds said she began to 
search for the causality of child
hood cancers and leukemias when 
her son Jon was diagnosed with 
leukemia in 1996. He bas success
fully battled the disease, and 
Reynolds has taken her research 
into the effects of ionizing radiation 

to her sister nurses 
nationwide, and to 
the public at large. 

An earlier tooth study by 
researchers at Washi.ngton 
University in St. Louis, 
begun in the late 1950s, 
showed elevated levels of 
Strontiwn-90 in baby teeth 
and led to a public outcry 
against above ground nuclear 
weapons testing. The study, 
complemented by similar 
studies in Europe, was influ
ential in gaining President 
Kennedy's and other leaders' 
suppo1i for an international 
ban on the practice of above 
ground testing. 

Cruelty Masqurading as Safety, om of Sanrfy 

She had her son's 
baby teeth tested, and 
found only moderate
ly elevated levels of 
Strontium-90, around 
3 picocuries, and 
speculated that other 
causative factors 
could have been 
involved in the onset 
of his illness. The 
nuclear plant nearest 
to Iler home was in 
Haddam, CT. That 
plant shut down in 
1996. A friend of 

The St. Louis study 
showed a marked correlation 
betweell levels of Strontium-90 in 
baby teeth ( over 320,000 baby 
teeth were ultimately collected by 
the researchers at Washington 
University, though not all were 
tested) and fallout from above 
ground testing. After a three-year 
moratorium between 1958 - 1961, 
the major p<)Wers resumed above 
ground testing following the shoot
ing down of Gary Powers' spy 
plane, until the test ban treaty was 
approved in 1963. The St. Louis 
study showed Strontium0 90 levels 
near O in the early 1950s, inching 
up to an average of 3 picocuries of 
Strontium-90 per gram of calcium 
in baby teeth by 1958, a drop dur
ing the moratorium, and then a 
sharp spike to 11.03 picocuries in 
1964, according to Mangru10. He 
said the Washington University 
researchers never attempted fol
low-up health studies to determine 
whether elevated levels of 
Strontium-90 led to an increase in 
childhood cancers or leukemia. 

Radiation was not disttibuted 
evenly across the North A111erican 
continent dwing the above ground 
testing years. Upstate New York 
and Vennont, frll' example, 
received relatively b.igb concentra
tions of airborne radioactive iso
topes from prevailing westerly 
winds from the Nevada Test Site, 
while Califomia, for example, had 
comparatively low levels. 

Streeters nuclear-themed painti11,.g.r Reynolds wbo lived 
Phot~~hlpbMI lty .\IM,ur!Mn/lrr closer to the Haddam 

Waterford. 
Mangano published the results 

of another study, in the spring of 
2000 in the scientific journal 
Environmental Epidemiology and 
Toxicologi, ex.an1ining infant death 
rates in counties within 50 miles 
and in the prevailing_ wind direc
tion of five reactors: Fort St. Vrain 
(located near Denver, CO), 
LaCrosse (near LaCrosse, WI), 
Millstone/Haddam Neck (near 
New London, CT), Rancho Seco 
(near Sacramento, CA) and Trojan 
(near Pmtland, OR) qfter the reac
tors closed down. 

According to a release from tbe 
Radiation and Public Health 
Project, "ln the first two years after 
the reactors closed, infant death 
rates in the downwind counties 
under 40 miles from the plants fell 
15 to 20 percent from the previous 
two years, compared to an average 
U.S. decline of just six percent 
between 1985 and 1996. In each of 
the five areas studied, no nuclear 
reactor operated within 70 miles of 
the closed reactor, essentially creat
ing a 'nuclear-free zone.' 

"The study detailed the plunges 
in newly-diagnosed leukemia and 
eancer cases and birtl1 detect 
deaths in children under five years 
in the fom-county local area down
wind from Rancho Seco. This 
excessive decline has continued 
through the first seven years after 
the June 1989 closing. In contrast, 

plant lost her son to cancer at about 
the same time; his baby teeth tested 
at 10 picocuries of Strontium-90, 
Reynolds said. Reynolds also lost 
an tmcle to a rare fom1 of cancer, 
Rhabdo-Myosarcoma (essentially 
a childhood fonnofcancer, charac
terized by fast-growing, highly 
malignant tumors which account 
for over half of the soft tissue sar
comas in children). Her uncle, Paul 
Servansky, lived near Hrurisburg, 
PA, and was working outdoors on 
the railroad du1ing the core mel! 
accident in 1979 at the Three Mile 
lsland plant. He was "a robust, 
healthy man in his early 50s" at the 
time of the accident, Reynolds 
said, but be died of the iare adult 
sarcoma a year and a half later. 

At Tuesday's press conference, 
Reynolds said the total amount of 
radioactivity released by Vermont 
Yankee between 1972 and 1987 
equaled 342 curies, d1e 17th high
est amount of the 103 nuclear reac
tors in the country. Mangano said, 
by comparison, during the Three 
Mile Island acciden~ a total of 4 
<:uries of mdiation were t'ele.ased, 
insofar as damaged measuring 
devices were able to determine. 

Reynolds said cancer deaths io 
Windham County, VT (where 
Vermont Yankee is located) began 
1ising in 1988, while falling in the 
rest of Vennont. She said breast 
cancer statistics in Windham 
County in 1990 were 15.4% high-

9 

er than the U.S. average, while the 
rest of Vermont's counties 
sbowed breast cancer rates 
19.1% below the U.S. average 
in tbe same year. Reyuolds said 
miscan-iage ('ates and infant 
deaths in Windham County 
were also well above the levels 
in other Vermont counties, 
Mangano said these statistics 
were taken from the National 
Center for Health Statistics 
(http://wonder.cdc.gov,_ cause
ofdeath ), and gathered by the 
individual Vermont counties. 

Departing from her clinicaJ 
poise, Reynolds closed her part 
of Tuesday's presentation pas
sionately. 'There is no accept
able radiation exposure or can
cer death," she said. 

Vermont Yankee plant 
spokesman Rob Williams 
failed to return a call asking for 
comment on the baby tooth 
study by press time. 

At the press conference, 
Bernardston resident Sandy 
Streeter spoke of an unusual 
incidence of illness in her 
town, which lies entirely with
in the I 0-mile radius of 
Vermont Yankee. "Over 400 
curies of radiation have been 
released into our home envi
ronment since Yankee began 
operating in 1972," Streeter 
said. "Every home in 
Bernardston has illness of 
some kind. I have many family 
members lost to cancer. The 
people. most affected seem to 
live on tops of liills. Neighbors 
who grow their own rood and 
vegetables seem to be the most 
unhealthy. That's not the way it 
should be. 

"l only have one grandchild. 
I intend to get one of his baby 
teeth and send it to the project. 
l pray every night that Vermont 
Yankee will close. Every time I 
go outside I check to see which 
way the wind is blowing. I 
think it is that dangerous." 

Reynolds said people wor
ried about Strontium-90 uptake 
might consider adding calcium 
supplements to their diet, 
though she stressed Stontium-
90 is only one of a "cornu
copia" or radioactive isotopes 
routinely emitted by nuclear 
plants. Mangano Urged local 
residents to send in baby teeth 
to the Radiation and Public 
Health Project. Call l-800-
582-3 716 to request the proper 
envelope. He said 26 baby 
teeth from Franklin County, 
MA have been collected so far, 
and the results from the study 
ofthose teeth should be avail
able by the end of the year. 

Special Thank You to 
About Face Computer Solutions 

and Veronica "McGyver" Phaneuf for sav
ing this issue of the Montague Reporter 
with miraculous 11th-hour computer repair 
in the face of our despair. 

Kep Montague Groivin9! 

HOWARD BLODGETT 
SPECIALTY GARDEN SUPPLIES 

• Soils 
• Fertilize.rs 

GREAT FALLS FARMERS MARKET 
Avenue A & 6th Street 

Carpentry and Home Repair 

44 Main Street, Montague Center 
(413) 367-9959 

• Hydroponic Systems 
• Grow Lights 
• Mushroom Cuhiv:uion Kits 
• Greenhouses - 2'.'12' - 30'x96 1 

fus, in: 
Cnnuvorous Plants: Venus Fly Trnps & Ncpcmhesl 

J 12 ;he A 8634622 Mt1ff Farrick 
enuUJ: ... 'lmt1ndtu1ndmr,ttl@treriz.on 

at PESKEOMSKUT PARK 

farm fresh produce • organic produce 
fresh eggs • grass fed local beef 

perennials • maple products 
honey • baked goods 

WED 3-6 p.m. thru OCT. 
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Just Things Thrives in Gill 
BY LISA DAVOL 
GJLL -Arthur Cohen's wife, preg
nant with their first child, decided 
she didn't want to live in New 
York City anymore. Cohen called 
his brother, who was living in 
Boston at the time. His brother's 
wife knew some people out in 
Western Ma!)sachusetts. She put 
him in touch with them, and so it 
happened that in 1973 Cohen 
moved his family up to the little 
town of Gill. He dosed up his 
store - Just Things - on 34th and 
2nd Avenue in the Lower East 

·45 Years of Growing 
Experience 
·200 Acres of Nursery 
Plants 
·Garden Center & Gifts 
·Container Plants 
• Landscape Design 
• Residential Plants 
·Trees & Shrubs, Mulch 
·Annuals & Perennials 
• Delivery Service 
Available 

Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am - 7pm 

Saturday 7am - 5:30pm 

Nursery and Garden Center 
135 Millers falls Road 

Turne.rs Falls, MA 01376 
Tel: (413) 863-2510 
fa.'(: (413) 863-3079 

Side of Manhattan and moved the 
contents up to Gill on weekends. 
He officially moved in a year later, 
and reopened Just Things in Gill. 

A few years later, Cohen's mar
riage bad ended in divorce, but his 
children were thriving in the local 
schools and he was involved in the 
community, so he decided to stay 
put. Through the years, Cohen 
served on the Gill school commit
tee, board of health, energy task
force, and the solid waste commit
tee, among others. 

Just Things, iD its ru.ral incama
tion, has several components. 
Cohen sells misceflaneous hard
ware, sheet metals, lamps and 
lamp pa.its. He makes lamps from 
odd materials such as fumiture 
legs, statues or a mixture of parts 
he assembles aesthetically and 
wires for home use. Antique deal
ers bring him items that he makes 
into lamps the dealers in tum b1ing 
to high-end antique shows. He also 

1IO 

.Joint ;111d , J ,.,.,rlt· P:1i11 

P,oria,i, and I· U\'IJl:1 

\nli- \~in:! Prod11rb 
Sun Burri... :ind l{a,h(·, 

Songline Emo Farm 
66 French King H.wy 

Route 2 
Gill MA - 863-2700 

Thu. Fri. Sat 12n-6pm 

fixes lamps people bring in to his 
'lamp hospital.' He pointed to his 
favo1ite lamp creation, consisting 
of a cast iron machine part sol
dered to a base and artfully recon
structed as a lighl 

New York City was the hub of 
electrical lighting, and many light
ing stores statied there and failed, 
creating a stu-plus oflighting mate
rials Cohen would buy at close
oulS. He gravitated toward lamps 
as his particular specialty. 

Cohen's father was in the sur
plus business and had warehouses 
all over; his dad did business on a 
very large scale. He grew up 
attending auctions with his father, 
who would buy freight car loads of 
surplus goods at a time. He once 
bought freightloads of industrial 
wire, which he in turn sold to foci)~ 
itate Taiwan's breaking olf from 
mainland China. From his father, 
he learned the value of recycling 
materials. Cohen wanted to carry 
on the tradit.ion, but on a Franklin 
County kind of scale. 

Cohen's yard is full of piles of 
scrap and asso1ted materials. He 
knows where everything is 
though. People call him looking 
for obscure pieces, and not only 
does he have what they're seeking, 
but he can point them to the exact 
pile to find it. He has piles of cor
rugated steel roofing, old wheels, 
and other unimaginable items. 
During the course of a humid 
Tuesday moming, the phone rang 
steadily as customers tiickled in 
looking for items they could not 
readily find anywhere else. 

One such customer is Ed 
Hallen of Conway, who has been 
going to Just Things for at least ten 
years. "1l1ere is no other place like 

The hofl!f of 'Just J'hing.r" i11 Ci// 

it,'' he said as he gathered a hand
ful of long wires from which he 
planned to make drawer pulls for a 
cabinet he was making for his son. 
He paid less than half of what he 
would have paid for brand new 
wires at a retail store, without sac
rificing quality. 

Cohen is passionate about recy
cling and energy conse1vation and 
sees his work as a community ser
vice to the planet. He believes our 
society is the most wasteful that 
ever existed and says we need to 
look ahead to what we are going to 
leave the next generation to deal 
with. Trash disposal is a serious 
problem on our planet, opines Just 
Things' curator. Space for dtm1p
ing stuff is rapidly diminishi11g, 
and toxins are leaking into the soil 
from existing dumps. 

Cohen enthused about the pos
sibilities of recycling almost 
everything - leaving only small 
amounts of "trash" behind. He 
advocates lumping metals togeth
er, pulverizing them and melting 
them down to reprocess. The same 

could go for organic materials 
such as cotton and wools. which 
could be broken down and used 
for soil additives. Organic matter 
could be added to desert lands in 
the west, to create suitable land for 
gardens while saving land now 
used for dumping. He added that it 
takes less energy to reprocess 
materials than to make them from 
scratch. Melting down metal, for 
example, is less expensive than 
mining it and processing it. 

Cohen's efforts promoting 
recycling - locally and regionally
have earned him an award from 
the Springfield Materials 
Recycling Facility in 2004 for his 
20-year commitment. 

Cohen's work and wisdom 
spotlights the finity of the earth's 
resources. TI1ere will come a day 
when there are no more raw mate
rials left, he says. "So better we 
sbould recycle today." 

Stop in and see him at Just 
Things Lamp Hospital, on Mount 
Hem1on Station Road in Gill, 4 J 3-
498-5043. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
I :\2 t\venut /\ 
P.O. Box 48 
Turners Falls. MA 
413-863-943,3 

professionally managed by: 

Hall.Keen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th SL 

Sharan Cattrell 
Property Manager 

DON SKOLE 
PRESIDENT 

D 

2 Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 774-6938 (508) 544-5431 

11:fflM'SiifmttiioE 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

:,~~:~~~:. ·~ ~ 
Secure 24-hour access lrJ\ll\i m( 
OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREcNFIELD, MA 1.) f /(\j 

Contractors. Fle;i Marketers, Tradeshow Veodors ~~ \ 
a11d Artists encouraged to inquire 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, DMD. 
4 Dell St. 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

THE 
COUNTRY WELE~l 

'Vi Tmctilional and Conlemp01·n1y Jcwch,y 
<ii' Oiamoucts 

[1~<fOIII repair 

,vo,-/i d"o11~ on_prc111iscs 

<ii' Walches 
<ij> An11iwrsary Jlands 

O(d"jnsniona,I scn,icc! 

COrtlCI' of Main & 

Larry Pfeffer 
772-0859 Mon.-F1i. 9:30-6:30 

•Sommer Sn I. !l:30-1 :00 
www.count1yjewelor.co111 Chupma11 Slrects, Greenfield 

413-863-3780 

COUNTRY 
DRIVE•IN 

RESTAURANT 

~eat(Jod?oadl 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
Closed Tu.esdays 

Beer& Wine 
Soft Serve Ice Cream 
Rte. 2 • Gill, Mass. 

Otder ahead: 
863-8210 

We Do Catering! 
7ak Ora .. ~ &at 1,. Ora 

utkPau,,! 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
.we Accept All 

Insurance Companies 
eAuto Glass Replacements 
oShop Rental Car 
.Frame & Unibody 

Straightening 

LOCAL PICK-UP 
& DELIVERY 

Mass Repair Shop #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 

Quality Work on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

~ 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING AND COOLING 
Sf)l!cin/izi11g /11 Repair ,111d l11s1t1//<11io11 Q(Gos mu/ Oil 

...-,~,..._, Boilers. Water Heaters, R/111ges, Fire l'lam 1111d Piping 

\~SIT OUR SMOWROOM hT 
,1/ii<lerl.1,, #J,150 123 Ave A• 863-2295 • Turners Falls 
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Major League Baseball Getting More Cotnpetitive 
BY LEE CARIGNAN 
TURNERS FALLS - It used to 
be the New York Yankees and 
the Boston Red Sox dominating 
theAmerica11 League by beating 
up on small market teams with 
small player payrolls. But now 
the league is starting to gel more 
competitive, thanks to the last 
collective bargaining agreement 
signed in September of 2002. ft 
has taken a few years for the 
economics to trickle down, but 
the league is starting to see the 
results. 

Unlike other professional 
sports, Major League Baseball 
has never had a salary cap. This 
has always allowed teams that 
make the most revenue to be 
able to spend more money on 
their players and create an 
unfair competitive balance. 
With player salaries skyrocket
ing in tbe last IO to 15 years, the 
gap between big market and 
small market teams has contin
ued to widen. It got to the point 
where you had teams like the 
New York Yankees - with a 
$200 million player payroll -
going up against the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays, with a $25 million 
player payroll. 

cent on a first violation and as 
much as 40% for a second 

In 2002, when the old collec
tive bargaining agreement 
expired, Major League 
Baseball had lo address 

G~J 

SPORTS? the unfair competitive 
balance issue. The own

violation. The tax 
money raised gets 
divided by the small 
market teams and 
included with the ers originally wanted 

more revenue sharing 
among the teams, along with 

T 
a fim1 salary cap. With a player 
strike pending and a very stTOng 
players union not wanting any
thing to do with a salary cap, the 
owners had to be creative and 
find other ways to fix the prob
lem. The one-year anniversary 
of9/ 11 also put pressure on both 
sides to get a deal done and 
avoid a strike. 

Surprisingly, both sides made 
concessions and a historic 
agreement was reached. The 
creative deal included more rev
enue sharing - amounting to 
over $1 billion over the term of 
the four-year agreement. The 
agreement also included a luxu
ry tax for teams that spent above 
defined payroll thresholds. The 
luxury tax is a less restrictive 
alternative to a salary cap. If a 
team spends over the luxury tax 
cap number - $128 million in 
2005 - they will be taxed 17 per-

revenue sharing 
money. ft has given 

these lower revenue teams $10 -
$20 million more to spend each 
season since. This has allowed 
tbese teams to be more compet
itive in free agency. The system 
will never be as effective as the 
NE<L salary cap, for example, 
but it is helping Major League 
Baseball to narrow the gap of 
economic disparity. 

The Boston Red Sox are feel
ing the extra heat this season. J n 
the past, the American League 
East was the Yankees against 
the Red Sox, with eve1ybody 
else competing for runners up. 
Tbis season the Baltimore 
Orioles are threatening to win 
the division. Even the Toronto 
Blue Jays have stayed within 
striking distance at only five 
games out, and have beaten up 
on the Sox this season in head
to-head action. ln fact, the Red 
Sox are six games below .500 

against American League East 
teams, and lost an opportunity 
to take a commanding lead in 
their division when they lost 
three of four games to both the 
Orioles and the Yankees around 
the All-Star break. ff the Red 
Sox continue to play poorly 
against their divisional oppo
nents it will be difficult for them 
to make the playoffs. 

The additional competition 
could cause the Red Sox and the 
Yankees to both miss the play
offs this season. With 9 teams in 
contention for the playoffs, the 
wild-card spot won't be as easy 
as it has been in the past. The 
Central Division Minnesota 
T,vins and the Western Di.vision 
Oakland A's and Texas Rangers 
are battling it out with the Red 
Sox, Yankees, Blue Jays and the 
Orioles for the one wild-card 
spot. The Chicago White Sox 
have a commanding first-place 
lead in the Central Division and 
the Los Angeles Angels in the 
West. The Red Sox still hold a 
small lead in the East. 

With so many teams still 
alive for the playoffs, the trade 
market has been affected as the 
July 31st trade deadline 

approaches. There are more 
buyers than sellers and the com
petition has heated up as teams 
try lo improve themselves for 
the home stretch. Like eveJy 
season, pitching is the hot com
modity. The only upper echelon 
pitcher available is A.J. Burnett 
of the Florida Marlins, and 
teams are scrambling to put 
together the most attractive deal 
to land him. In the past. there 
would be more players available 
for trade because more teams 
would be out of the playoff pic
ture by this point in the calen
dar. The small market teams, 
betting on future prospects, 
would give up on the season and 
trade good players who were 
about to become free agents. 

The increased competition 
this season has been good for 
baseball. There is more excite
ment for the fans and it can only 
help to further improve revenue 
for the smaller market teams. 
The cun-ent collective bargain
ing agreement is going to end in 
2006. Hopefully, for the good of 
the game they wi 11 work out a 
deal that continues to improve 
competition in the league. 

Lance lrlDlll'III Ends Career II TIP 
BY ZACH SCHON.BRUN 
GREENFIELD - Sometimes I 
think, in a country filled with 
non-cycling fans, there is not 
enough media attention on the 
Tour de France, too .little love 
for I.,ance. Other times I tbink 
there is too much, with articles 
every day in eve1y newspaper 
across the nation, circulating a 
name as recognizable world
wide as Michael Jordan or Tiger 
Woods. And then there are 
rimes, like now, when tOb much 
or too little does not really mat
ter; the accomplishments Lrnly 
overshadow everytlling else. 

With his seventh (and final) 
consecutive Tour de France vic
tory in the books as of Sunday, 
Lance Armstrong the Cyclist 
took his last ride, further solidi
fying his pos1t1on among 
America's finest athletes. At 33 
years of age, Am1strong contin
ued to dismay critics, coasting 
into Paris with a four-and-half
minute lead. 

"As a sportsman, I wanted to 
go out on top," be said after win
ning the 20th stage. ''I came here 
with the intention of winning the 
event." 

It seems like any and all of 
Lance's intentiODS bave been 
fulfilled. He intended iO beat 
cancer, doing so in 1997. He 
intended to win his first Tour in 
1999, blowing out the field to 
wi_n by over seven minutes, hi.s 
largest margin of victory. He 
intended to increase cancer 
awareness, raising over $50 mil
lion for research selling 
LiveStrong bracelets (sold at$ I 
apiece) which have become one 
of the 21st centuries most 
appealing fashion statements. 
And now he intends to retire, on 
top, and ride off into the sm1set, 
be it in France or Texas. 

"We tried eve1ything," said 
Germany's Jan Ullrich, the Karl 
Malone of cycling, finishing 
second three times behind 
Armstrong, third this year. "But 
Lance is so strong, just like last 
year. We tried to attack him, but 
you have to accept he is the 
strongest. He deserves it." 

It's trne: he does deserve it. 
Armstrong, one of the most-test
ed athletes in the world (drug 
tested 22 times in 2004 alone), 
still is constantly queried about 
steroid use, by fans home and 

abroad. Ln France, they wave 
signs adorned with syringes and 
needles, yelling ''La fraud!" as 
he whizzes by. In January, 
French authorities began an 
investigation into Armstrong's 
personal practices - their third 
such investigation since 2000. 
He sued former trainer Mike 
Anderson for claiming to bave 
fottnd steroids in Armstrong's 
apartment in 2004. 

And yet none oftbese accusa
tions have been proven, and 
Lance still wins. It seems like 
nobody can accept greatness, 
invincibility. Tl1ere must always 
be a catch to every action, a rea -
son behind every resolution, a 
snare waiting at each finish line. 
Lance has done the impossible -
he must not have done it on his 
own. This na(ioil's greatest thorn 
is its abiding skepticism. 

So Armstrong is strong
legged, but equally strong
willed. Beyond accusations, he 
must cope with raucous French 
fans, enduring countless insults 
and accusations. Last year, in a 
stage up the f'Alpe d'Huet, he 
was spat on and yelled at; people 
threw beer in bis face and 

attempted to push him off his 
bike. Still, Armstrong contends 
that his main objective is to win 
the hearts of French fans. 

"I'm a guy who almost 
always defends this country and 
these people iu a time when 
there's not a lot of people 
defending tbis country of 
France," be said. 

He regularly starts interviews 
in French, trying to perfect 
Freocb jokes and slang. And he 
has never held a grudge against 
those accusing him of doping. 
He truly adores the French peo
ple, even knowing that some of 
them canoot reciprocate that 
feeling. 

He has been amazing to 
watch, to read, to listen to, not 
merely because of his Wlprece
den{ed aU,letic feats but because 
of tl1e way he has handled him
self throughout the whole jour
ney. l:f Terrell Owens won 
seven-straight Tour de France 
trophies, we would not hold him 
in nearly the same esteem. 
Annstrong is a class act, which 
makes it that much harder to see 
him retire. 

ls Lance the greatest athlete 

of all time? Can we put him up 
with the likes of Jordan. 
Muhammed Ali, or Wayne 
Gretzky? Can he stand with 
Tiger, LeBron James, or 
Michael Vick of tl1e next gener
ation? He can't, unless we take 
him for all that he has done. 

He bas turned accusations 
into motivation. He has turned 
his survival story into inspira
tion. And he has turned many 
onto a sport and a race that at 
one time was inconsequential to 
most Americas. 

Sportswriter Bill Plaschke of 
the Los Angeles Times called 
him tbe most influential athlete 
since Jackie Robinson, what 
with all his bracelets and foun
dations and worldwide appeal. 
And it's hard to disagree. Lance, 
as a cyclist may be great, but 
Lance as a person is like few 
before him. 

Senator John Kerry suggest
ed Armstrong may someday go 
into politics. run for a position in 
Texas or maybe even for presi
dent. Who knows? It just might 
happen. Tf he intends it. 

Zach can be reached at 
Mastacasta4@aol.com 
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\EGAL 
Real Estate & Modular Homes 

Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 
Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

131 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA01376 
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BENCHMARK BERNARD]. MONKJEWICZ, ]R. 

&l_RATT 

Hayburne Building • 55 Federal Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

REALTOR~ 

Office: 413-774-1200 Desk: 413-774-1221 
e-mail: bm1ie@bendmwrk-pratt.com 

DOLAN & DOl=AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER 
Good Health Begins with a Good Diet 

BY FRED ClCETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. When I was 
younger, I couldn't get enough 
Cl,inese food. Now itjusl does
n't have that zing anymore. I'm 
guessing it's me, oot the food, 
right'! 

As we age, our sense of taste 
may change, but this loss of 
zing iJ1 Chinese food might be 
caused by medicines you're tak
ing. Drugs can change yoUi· 
sense of taste, and some can 
also make you feel less hungry. 

So, the aging process and the 
medicines we're taking can 
affect our enjoyment of food 
and, therefore, our nutrition, 
because we may not eat all we 
need. 

Eating habits in seniors ai:e 
affected by other problems, too. 
Some complain about their den
tures. Others don't have easy 
access to transportation to go 
food shopping. Those who 
cooked for a family find it unre
warding to cook for one. 
Depression can affect your 
appetite, too. 

So, what should you eat? 
According to the U.S. 
Department of Agricullme, you 
should try to eat the following 
daily: 

6 to 11 servings of bread, 
cereal, rice, or pasta. One serv
ing equals one slice of bread, I 
ounce of ready-to-eat cereal, or 
1/2 cup cooked cereal. rice, or 
pasta. 

3 to 5 servings of vegetables. 

ILLUSTRATION J. HARMON 

One serving equals one cup of 
raw, leafy vegetables or Yz cup 
of chopped vegetables, cooked 
or raw. 

2 to 4 servings of fruit. One 
serving equals one medium 
piece of fruit like a□ apple, 
banana, or orange; ½ cup of 
chopped fresh, cooked, or 
canned frnit~ ¼ cup of dried 
fruit; or ¾ cup of I 00 percent 
fruit juice. 

3 servings of milk1 yogurt, or 
cheese. One serving equals 1 
cup of milk or yogurt, 1 ½ 
ounces of natural cheese like 
cheddar or mozzarella, or 2 
ounces of processed cheese like 
American. 

2 to 3 servings of meat, poul
try, fish, dry beans, eggs, or 
nuts. One serving of cooked 
meat, poultry, or fish is 2 to 3 
ounces; you should eat no more 
than 5 to 7 ounces a day. One 
cup of beans, 2 eggs. 4 table
spoons of peanut butter, or 2/3 

cup of nuts also equal one serv
ing. 

To maintain a plan for 
healthy eating, follow these tips 
from the National Jnstitutes of 
Health: 

Eat breakfast every day. 
Select high-fiber foods like 

whole grain breads and cereals. 
beans, vegetables, and fruits. 
They can help keep you regular 
and lower your risk for chronic 
diseases like heart disease and 
type 2 diabetes. 

Choose lean beef, turkey 
breast, fish, or chicken with the 
skin removed to lower tbe 
amouJ1t of fat and calories in 
your meals. 

Have three servings of low
fat mi I.I<, yogurt, or cheese a day. 
Dairy products are high in calci
um and vitamin D and help keep 
your bones strong as you age. If 
you have trouble digesting or do 
not like dairy products, try 
reduced-lactose milk products, 
or calcium-fortified oi•ange 
juice. soy-based beverages, or 
tofu. You can also talk to your 
health care provider about tak
i.ng a calcium and vitamin D 
stlpplement. 

Keep nutrient-rich snacks 
like dried apricots, whole wheat 
crackers and peanut butter on 
hand. Limit snacks like cake, 
candy, chips, and soda. 

Drink plenty of water. 

{/you have a question. please 
write to.fredcicetti@gmail.com 

HIGHllGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POUGE LOG 

Wednesday 7-20 
8:34 p.m. Report of a dog letl in 

a car at the Bookmill. Dog found to 
be line. 

8:51 p.m. Report of an unwanted 
person at a Central Street address, 

charged with operating under the 
intluence of liquor (2nd ofJence), 
failure to use care in starting, stop
ping, turning, or backing. 
Thursday 7-21 

6:46 a.m. Report of a breaking 
and entering at a Wrigl1tson Ave 
address. Subject to summonsed. 

3:51 p.m. Report of a lost dog ::11 

a Kingsley Ave address. Referred to 
Animal Comrol Oilicer. 
Friday 7-22 

12: 14 a.111. Report of underage 
drinking on Avenue A. l juvenile 
summonsed. 

J 2:27 a.m. Report of a uoroestic 
disturbance at an Avenue A address. 

arrested and charged with domestic 
assault and ba11ery and malicious 
uestructioa of property Ovt:r $250. 

What Bears Do 
stop at Millers Falls Road and 
lndustrial Blvd, a female subject was 
summonsed to court. 
Saturday 7-23 

8:55 a.m. Repon of a bear walk
ing down Ripley Road. He went into 
the woods to do what bears do i11 the 

woods. 
I :29 p.m, Repon of a light in 

front of the VFW on Avenue A. 13· 
year-old juvenile male was arrested 
and charged with domestic. assault 
and battery. 

7:48 p.m. Caller reporting odor 
of illegal substance in the area of an 
Avenue A apartment. Unfounded. 

I l:27 p.rn. RepOll of a cow vs. 
moror vehicle collision on 
Sundc:rland Road. Car was towed. 
No information on cow's conditioD. 
Sunday 7-24 

I 0:06 p.111. Repon of a domestic 
disturbance at Cumberland Farms on 
Moot.ague Cicy Road. Found lo be 
verbal only. 
Monday 7-25 

I :07 a.m. Repon of a broken 
window at rhe Turners Falls Pizza 
House. Juvenile male arrested for 

4:13 a.m. After a motor vehicle vandalism. 

I :00 p.m. Report of illegal dump
ing at St Mary's C'hurch on 7th 
Street. Trash improperly tllrowo in 
dumpster. Subject advised and asked 
to remove. 

4:J 5 p.nt. Report of a restraining 
order violation at a Massasoit Road, 
Lake Pleasant address. Male subject 
summonsed. 

8:45 p.m, After a motor vehicle 
stop on Millers Falls Road at Chester 

on a Straight warrant and also 
charged with operating under tl1e 
influence of liquor (3rd offence) 
operating an uninsured motor vehi
cle, unlicensed opera1ion of a moror 
vehicle, drinking alcohol from an 
opeu container in a motor vehicle, 
and a lights violation. 
Tuesday 7-Z6 

2:41 a.m. 

ed 011 a straight w;µ-rnm. 
Wednesday 7-Z7 

was arrest-

5:09a.m. Repoti ofshoplirtingat 
Cumberland Farms on Montague 
City Road. Male subject summonsed 
to court. 

WENDELL 
continued from pg 1 

more appropriate for Wendell. 
The finance committee predict
ed taxes would go up initially 
but then drop as other debts are 
retired; tax impact on an average 
household could be as low as 
$ I 00 a year. or as higb as $ l 80, 
depending on bow much sup
pot1ing grant il10ney the town is 
able to secure. 

Sarah Scl1ley said the cost 
would be less rhan a daily copy 
of the New York Times, and 
Anna Wetherby said it was less 
than an internet acc0tmt. Margo 
Culley sajd that what is really 
pinching_ the town is not projects 
like this but the state's failure to 
make foll Payments in Lieu of 
Taxes (PILOT). as promised. 

Jan Stiefel brought up the 
town of Harnden which did not 
fond a library project and 
whose library lost ·its certifica
tion. Sunounding towns now 
require Hamden residents to pay 
for library use. Patty Scutari, 
owner of the Wendell Country 
Store, said she pays $7,000 a 
ycaT ih taxes, but witJ1 the cur
rent library, she has to drive hor 
children to Amherst to do 
research for their school proj
ects. Myron Becker said a good 
I ibrary in town would increase 
property values and assess
ments, and decrease tile tax ra1e. 
"I think it is good business." 

A motion was made and sec
onded for a paper ballot, but that 
motion was defeated. Before the 
vote, moderator Kathy Becker 
reminded everyone tbe meeting 
should vote with the best inter
est of the town in mind, and she 
asked people to look down dis
cretely during the vote. The a1ti
cle carried, I 05 to 12, and peo
ple began to filter out of the 
town hall, as most of the 
remaining warrant a.t1icles were 
predicated on the first vote. The 
evc11ing was hot, and windows 
without screens open, so n1_0s
quit.oes harassed the hall. 

The town now has no offices 
for rl1e assessors, the town clerk, 
and many boards. There are 
often contlicting needs for tbe 
meeting room, which is also the 
senior center. The goal for the 
proposed new office building is 
a simple efficient structure that 
would include a clean burning 
wood fired furnace. Selectboard 
member Dan Keller said it 
would be sited so that solar pan
els could be retrofitted, if they 
carn10t be part of the original 
construction. All award from 
Greener Watts is covering solar 
panels for the library. Doug 
Taru,er was skeptical of the use 
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of so much of the stabilization 
fund, but finance committee 
member Lee Trousdale said 
such projects are the whole pur
pose of the fund, and that the 
town has been anticipating these 
expenses for years. Keller added 
there may be block grant fund
ing available for the senior cen
ter part of the building, as well 
as USDA grants lo cover other 
pruis of the project. He said the 
back of the lot has good soil and 
would make a fine community 
garden. 

Laura Doughty asked if it 
would be possible to do these 
projects in separate steps, but 
Keller said it is cheaper to do 
them all al once. Article 2 
passed unanimously. 

Article 3 called for appropri
ation, transfer, or borrowing 
$.235,000 to pay for final design 
of the library, and passed unani
mously. Article 4 sought 
$125,000 for final design of the 
town office building and passed 
unanimously. Article 5 called 
for $1,485.466 for construction 
of the library, and passed unani
mously. Article 6 rais1::d 
$1,375,000 for construction of 
the town office building and 
passed unanimously. Articles 7 
and 8 appropriated $ I 0,000 each 
for the library and town office 
planning accounts. Article 9 
amended a vote taken at the 
annual town meeting from 
$16,000 to $22, 125, for debt 
service for the town office site, 
the actual amount required. 

The finance committee rec
ommended agaiJ1St Article I 0, 
to authorize full funding from 
the annual town meeting for the 
Swift River School. Michael 
ldoine said the article "fails to 
deal with the chronic problem of 
our partner in tl1e school not 
paying its fair share.'' The article 
passed by majority. 

Phil Delorey of the school 
committee submitted Article 11 
which would create a committee 
to meet with New Salem and 
deal witb that town's repeated 
failure to fully fund the agreed 
upon proportion of S,\~tl River 
School assessments. Tim 
Robinson said a representative 
from the Department of 
Revenue should be at meetings 
between the two towns, and that 
New Salem might be required to 
match Wendell's appropriation 
in proportion to the number of 
students they are sending to the 
school. That is the pattern at the 
Franklin County Technical 
School district. The article 
passed unanirn011sly. 
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Specializing in unique hair designs 
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THE SALON 
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Emily 
BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Twinkling water in !he South 
Pond caught my attention as I 
drove over tbe causeway. 
Down near the far shore a party 
of ducklings was diving and 
popping up in random order. 

Emily was back. She usually 
teaches diving in June. It was 
already July, and we had 
assumed she was raising her 
kids elsewhere. 

Emily is a common brown 
mallard duck with a difference. 
She holds her head high and 
swims along very erect like her 
supposed ancestress Emily of 
long ago who once spent a 
winter alone here on the pond. 

This is the fifth year our 
modem Emily has brought up 
five or sjx ducklings with pur
pose and enthusiasm. She 
herds her little ones. She 
swims behind them. She teach
es them to dive and must be 
choosing the spots where they 
can find food near the surface. 
It's hard to tell how many 
ducklings she has with her 
because some one or two may 
be underwater and pop up just 
in time to assure their pres
ence. 

One day Emily was alone in 
the Sou~h Pond. She had been 

with them in the North Pond 
and it was not like her to leave 
them by themselves. I spotted 
them in a compact group, six 
little ducks making one organ
ism, sailing smoothly off to the 
camouflage of the sbo(e; a per
son had approached. And then 

she appeared from nowhere, 
flapping her wings with appar
ent approval of their sail to 
safety. 

Three years ago, a group of 
old friends from tbe early years 
of candor, no longer living in 
good old New England, were 
on the front porch remember
ing its charms. "They're fly
ing!" someone interrupted. 
There, in mid pond, was Emily 
with her five little ducklings 
lined up and taking off one al a 
time for a few feet of air travel. 
They practiced again. Perhaps 
there was a prize for tile far
thest flight. No one was diving 
this day. It was air time. 

Emily watched and encour
aged the littlest duck, whose 
hesitance was encouraging a 
betting sess.ion on the porch. 
And then, in her usual herding 
manner. she hustled them off to 
the safety of South Pond. 
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Farm Stand 
by Bette Black 

Across 
2. Science, art and business of 
farming. 
5. Beekeeper. 
9. Condensed moisture convert
ed to a solid by reduction in tem
perature. 
14. To water artificially. 
15. Improve and prepare soil for 
planting. 
17. Products furnished by return 
for effort and investment. 
18. Miniature unheated green
house, often topped with an old 
window sash. 
20. Process of removing plants 
or buds to promote concentra
tion of resources and increase 
space for growth. 
22. Material used to cover soil 
between plants to discourage 
weeds, preserve moisture, and 
minimize rapid changes in soil 
temperature. 
26. Green tractors sold by 
Sirum's Equipment in Millers 
~ 
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Falls. 
28. Frequent ''pick-your-own" 
produce. 
29. French chemist, Louis, who 
founded modern microbiology. 
30. Preserving produce in a 
solution of brine and/or vinegar. 

Down 
1. Ducks, geese, chickens and 
turkeys. 
3. The sprouting of seeds. 
4. Delicious livestock raised and 
processed by Songline Farm in 
Gill. 
6. Method of preserving produce 
using temperature to create air
tight containment. 
7. Pointed tool used to punch 
holes in soil for planting bulbs or 
seedlings. 
8. Planned grouping of fruit
bearing trees. 
10. Hillside garden plot. 
11. Quality classification used by 
seedmen to rate their product. 
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Answers to last 
week's crossword, 

Page 15. 

12. Non-motorized equipment 
for surface tillage of young row 
plantings. 
13. Quantity of peppers picked 
by Peter. 
16. Underground cold storage 
for potatoes. 
19. Rye and vetch sown to be 
plowed under is called green 

21. Glass-covered frame of soil 
heated with fermenting manure 
or electricity to stimulate seed
sprout and protect tender plants. 
23. Local Hero organization with 
brand new website at www.buy
localfood.com. 
24. Cropping system of 
sequencing unrelated plantings 
over the years to preserve natur
al soil condition and fertility, 
25. To cut for harvest. 
26. Moisture that condenses on 
surfaces cooler than the air. 
27. Matured to peak status. 
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MATTHEW EDWARDS 
OWNER • CUMBER 

INSURED 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

62 Mormon HoliCM' Rooo • Mll1erS Foils, MA 0 1349 

978 544 7452 

Cup O' Joe Ne~~:~~ 
Espresso I Cappuccino I Lattes .I';?) Internet 

• G,·cat Casua( Amiopfrere ~ l -

• Great cc!ff_ce,y(IStrics. ;:,- Mon. Fri 
muf 6rr:aifast servetf a(( tfa!J- a to 4 

• Dell sandwiches and' wnps are Sat & Sun 
nvni(a6fcjor (uncli. B to 4 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 I (413) 863-2800 / Zach Fellows-Owner 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

&(JUt'a ~ StMe 
SINCP-1897 

Homemade Candy • Sales of Beer & Wine • Lottery 

125 Avenue A• Turners Falls• 863-9588 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

MASS INSPECTION STATION 
NO.13051 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. 
413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

SINCE 1888 

Daniel J. Snyder 
Agent/Broker 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email; dan@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

863-4373 
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REPORTER ClASSIFIEDS CAll 863-8666, FAX 863-3050 

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 

39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

CarpantrV 
No job too small - General Carpentry 
and Home Repairs. Custom shelves a 
specialty. Call David, 863-9296 

Computers 
Tracknology Custom software, data 
base development and web design. 
Call (413} 367-0149. 

Beal Estate 

Reynolds Properties -A friend for the 
buyer: someone to represent you! 
Consulting, buyer representation, 20+ 
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR, 
CRS, GRI, Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553. 

Help Wanted 
Sales support, Farmers Market. 
Seeking young person 18-25 for one 
day a week support of local farmers 
market. Access to vehicle for transport
ing goods is helpful. Stipend plus 
mileage (if applicable) plus commis
sfon. Send letter of interest and back
ground to Business Manager • Brick 
House, P.O. Box 135, Turners Falls, MA 
01376, or call 863-9576. 

End Chaos. Are you living in a mess? 
Can't seem to tackle it alone? Get rid of 
that nagging feeling. I can help clean 
and organize rooms, garages and 
basements. We'll either find a place for 
ii or gain the courage to throw it away. 
Create more open space. Find the stuff 
you actually need. Call Super Glrl at 
863-9104. 

10 for each additional word 

Busy Podiatry Practice is looking for 
an energetic, full-time office manager 
Who is warm and personable with 
excellent organizational skills and great 
work. ethic. Call for an interview at 413-
256-0161 or fax resume to: 413-253-
0442, 

Shared Living Position Available: A 
unique opportunity to share your home 
in the Franklin/Hampshire area with a 
woman with developmental disabilities. 
Must have handicapped accessibility or 
be willing to convert. Interested persons 
please call Candace for more informa
tion. 413-773-3938 ext. 1 

Can You Self? The Montague Reporler 
is looking for an Advertising 
Director. Can you help us grow? 
Display, Business Cards, and Classified 
Ads, Work by commission. Submit 
resume and work history: 
reporterAds@ MontagueMA.net or 
(413) 863-8666. 

leaalNolice 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ASCERTAINMENT FOR RENEWAL OF 
COMCAST'S CABLE TELEVISION 
LICENSE 
A public hearing will be held on Monday, 
August 8th, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gill 
Town Hall located at 325 Main Road, 
Gill, MA 01376 to obtain public comment 
on the future cable related needs of the 
Town of Gill in preparation of the renew
al cable television license for the com
munity. The public is invited to attend. -
Board of Selectmen, Town of Gill. 

Check enclosed for for weeks. --- ---
Name Phone --------
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CAMERA 
continued from pg J 

a long-tenn loan, he jumped at 
the opportunity to acquire it. He 
was so enthused about the 
acquisition, that he decided to 
reconstitute his Pure Light 
Gallery on Third Street as the 
studio space for photographers 
to work with the camera. 

And the Wisner needs its 
own studio. The camera, weigh
ing in at 55 pounds. is ht1ge. 
beautiful, hand crafted oJ wood 
and brass with gigantic sheep
skin bellows. It resembles in 
size a11d style a 19th Century 
camera. complete with flowil\g 
black hood that envelops the 
photographer. But this is any
thing but a I 9th Cenn1ry cam
era. Instead of slipping a glass 
negative into the backing, the 
photographer instead inserts 
into the film holder a special 
Polaroid negative that is nearly 
the same size as the backing: 20 
inches by 24 inches. Once the 
photographer has set up the shot 
and snapped the shutter, the 
entire film holder is removed 
and the negative placed into the 
top of a special wooden proces
sor (also built by Wisner). [n the 
processor, the negative is laid 
alongside the positive, a magi
cal Polaroid chemical pod is 
inse11ed between the layers, and 
the film automatically rolled 
through the device, seali.ng pos· 
itive to negative, thus beginning 
the developing process. When it 
emerges from the processor sec
onds later, it resembles any 
Polaroid film that shO<Yts our of 
the side of the traditional hand
held instant camera. The differ
ence, of course, is si2e. Instead 
of a 2 x 3 inch photo sandwich, 
this photo is 20 x 24 inches. 
After ninety seconds the posi
tive is peeled away from the 
negative and a finished photo 
emerges. The result is stwming: 
every detail of the subject is 
magnificently captured, with 
each tone registered and the 
whole image presented with a 
sharpness beyond sharp. 

Although the camera has 
been adapted to use Polaroid 

film. it is actually manufactured 
by Ron Wisner who for decades 
has created a variety of large 
fonnat cameras. His company, 
located 111 Marion. 
Massachusetts, builds each 
camera by hand, a highly time
consuming process that also 
accounts for its rarity and its 
hefty price tag of between $25 
to $30 thousand each (without 
lenses or processor). In theory, 
the Wisner 20 x 24 Technical 
Field camera is portable, but 
due its size and weight it is far 
more suitable to studio work 
than to lugging up a mountain 
path. 

Vern McClish had invited me 

toward the middle of July to the 
20 x 24 Studio on Third Street 
to learn first-hand about the 
camera. What he hadn't told me 
was that l would end up becom
ing a model. But then it wasn't 
necessarily his idea. By the time 
I. showed up, he had in tow two 
other photographers who were 
there to test the camera. One of 
them, Tony Downer, a 1994 
graduate of Hallmark who has 
taught there since '98, was 
working with photographer 
John Reuter. Reuter has run the 
20 x 24 Studio in New York for 
14 years, and is one of the lead
ing experts and practitioners of 
large format photography. 
Within five minutes I was stand
ing in front of the Wisner behe
moth, getting my portrait taken. 

I eagerly awaited the results. 
It didn't take long - this really is 
almost instant. And J was aston
ished. I looked like me, warts 
and all. Neither Downer nor 
Reuter were as impressed. Their 
focus was not on how pretty I 
looked but on the technical 
aspects of the photo, which they 
found somewhat lacking. A few 
adjustments were made to the 
film hol.der and to the processor. 
Downer moved the lights, 
changed the sJmtter speed. I 
modeled again. And again. And 
again. And again. Finally, John 
and Tony got a photo they I iked. 
(I'm holding it in the picture on 
page 1.) 

Over the course of my first 
(and J'm sure last) modeling ses-
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sion. I chatted with both 
Downer and Reuter. According 
to Downer, Hallmark sees the 
20 x 24 Studio as a natural 
extension of the school's inter
est and strength in portraiture. 
But he also sees it as a Turners 
Falls thing. "We want to tap into 
the existing synergy in the arts 
community here in town. This is 
just one more element in the 
creative culture here." Reuter, 
who now divides his time 
between Longmeadow, MAand 
New York, agreed but also 
noted that this st11dio will be a 
draw for photographers all over 
the Northeast. The idea, as with 
other 20 x 24 studios, is to rent 
out the camera, space and a 
technician to any photographer 
who wishes to make use of it. 
This should be happening by the 
early fall. "Having the camera 
here provides an alternative to 
New York," noted Reuter. 

Hallmark will also make the 
camera available to students al 
the Institute. Downer, however. 
cautioned that due to the 
expense of the film (each photo 
costs about$75 just for film) the 
students would first be taught 
the principles of portraiture, 
with a fair amount of practice in 
snapping photographs with 
other types of cameras. "But 
there is no doubt about it. This 
is definitely a resource we 
intend to use," said Downer. "It 
provides a major opportunity 
for students." Reuter, in fact, is 
training Downer on the intrica
cies of operating the Wisner. 
Downer wi 11 be the key photo
graphic advisor and manager of 
the studio. But Downer also 
intends to train others. And 
Reuter. renowned international
ly as both photographer and 
technician, will also be on call. 

"This is exciting," said 
Downer. Reuter agreed. "This is 
exciting for everybody - for 
Hallmark, for Turners Falls and 
for the larger community of 
photographers all over this part 
of the globe." 
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r---------, 
I • BAKER==--> I 
I Office Supply I 
I Bring in this ad and receive I 
I one free ream of copy paper! I 

www. bakerof.ficesu pply.corn 
I 310 Main Street• Greenfield I 
L !!!-~5- __ c~ a!!!.n'!!o~1 .J 

65 CANAL STREET 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

Cancl}~ftr Stud~os. 
•!ill ,. ' • • • 

Telephone 413.8 3.9299 

... ,.~~~I 3. 63. 09~ 

_;~uck at~~ 
By chance or ap~ntment. 

Acuyressure Massage & 
-._ H !D'notfieripy 

Jnnet Nlamcd 
413-86'.>-8694 

Nml .. rtully c~nifid i11 Thernpeuric Ma,sngt: Since 199] 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

\Y~•l1H'tlJ:Z. 
,..~ St.#ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS • INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS • STAINS • SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING • SANDBLASTING MEDIA• GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES· CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~ ~ 9Sti~I 

Waldron 
Building & Remodeling 

Kitchens • Baths • Replacement 
Windows • Additions • Sheet Rock • 

Painting • Decks & More .... 

FIU:E l·:STI\I.\TFS • lff.\SO'.\.\BLE H.\TFS 

CS#oS8999 FULLY INSUHI::D 

PHIL 413-422-2252 • PAUL 413-863-9621 

111d:1y: "Op,c11 Mil· .. • \V<·chw~di1 
nowl'mu·s.' • ·t'Jmrsday: "'J\rol1~1 

• 1-'n<h•y & Sa1urclay-:: l\nncl N 
H au11m,J)lu .. ·1t: - l.011cry ,,,,tKt110 1 

·rahlc ;111d J\l.lit llH'CI \ ,• .' 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

FRIDAY, JULY 29TH 
A Bouquet of Music Concerl Series -

Richard Mayer Quartet- jazz 

Concerts take place in Franklin 

Medical Center's main lobby or, 

weather-permitting, in the Et·hel 

Lemay Healing Ans Garden. FMC is 

located at 164 High St., Greenfield. 

Noon to 1 :00 p.m. (413) 773-2573. 

TEXTURES. a presentation of 

paintings by Jerilyn KoJbin and pho

tographs by Diana Rober~. ou dis

play at Gallery 267 at 267 Main St., 

Greenfield. Show runs Thursday, 

July 28th through August 20th, open

ing reception Friday, July 29th, 5 - 8 
p.m. with piano soloist Jerry Traunig. 

In Gallery Two: Members salon 

show. Gallery hours: Thurs & Sat, I 0 

a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri, 10 a.n1. to 8 p.m. 

(413) 774-6323. 

Fifth Friday Contra Dance at 

Guiding Star Grange HaJI, 401 

Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00 p.m. -

midnight. 4 I 3-367·9380. 

FRJDAV AND SATURDAY 
JULY29TH & 30TI{ 
36th Season Mohawk Trail Concerts 

- Slei11hurd1 Family Fes/ - Arnold 

Steinhardt, violin, Natasha 

Steinhardt, Soprano, & Vic-tor 

Steinhardt, piano/composer 

Federated Church, Route 2, 

Cbarlemonr. Friday open rehearsal at 

7:30 p.m. and Saturday concert ai 

8:00 p.m. (413) 625-9511 or (888) 

682-6873. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4TH 
Thursday COOP Concerts ft'tlturing 

Ernie Haansche, Shay's Rebellion, 

Hydraulic Sandwich. Franklin 

County Musicians' Cooperative per

forms folk, alternative rock. classi

cal, reggae, blues and more. 

Greenfield Energy Park, at the end of 

Miles Street. Greenfield. 6:00 to 8:00 

p.m. 413-774-6051 x. 14. 

FRJDAV, AUGUST 5TH 
First Friday Contra Dance with 

Moving Violations, Guiding Star 

Grange Hall. 40 l Chapman St.. 

Greenfield. 8:00 to l I :30 p.m. 413-

549-1913. 

Media Arts Cafe presents Friday 
Nights & The Red Sox vs. Minnesota 
at 7 p.m .. View the games on an 11 
foot screen!! ! 
Comfortable couches and cafe table 
seating. High Definition 
Projector/Dolby 6. I Surround Sound 
Audio. $5.00 adults, $2.50 students 
w/1 D. kids 12 and under free. In the 
Green Trees Gallery. J05 Main St., 
Northfield. (413)-498-llOO. 
ww,v.mediaartscafe.com. 

FRI, SAT AND SUN 
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AUGUST 5TH, 6TH & 7TH 
Ja'Duke Productions presents Aida. 

Performances at tbe. Shea Tbeatre. 71 

Avenue A, Turners Falls. Friday & 

Saturday at 8:00 p.m. & Sunday at 

2:00 p.m. 413-863-2281. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6TH 
4tb Anm,al Blueberry Jubilee al The 

Benson Place, Heath 2:00-8:00 p.m. 

Delicious desse1is, inspiring music. 

panoramic views. Call ahead for 

PYO detalls. 413-33 7-5340. More 

info at www.gis.net/-benplace or 

benplace@gis.net. 

g 
8 ,,. 
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Third Annual Basil Festival a! 

Stockbridge Fann, South Deerfield. 

Take a tour through our extensive 

herb and lavender garden. Taste ten 

different kinds of basil and help us 

celebrate OREGANO, the 2005 Herb 

oflhe year. More info at www.stock

bridgeherbs.com. 

First Saturday Contra Dance with 

Wild Asparagus, Guiding Star 

Grange !fall, 40 I Chapman St., 

Greenfield. 8:00 to 11 :30 p.m. 4J3-

772-6840. 

Media Arts Cafe's Saturday night 
film presentation is Come/ Collision. 
NASA's brilliant but risky mission is 
designed to collide with a comet and 
in lhe process. reveal what lies in the 
heart of those blazing voyagers of 
our solar system. Features state-of
the-art spacecraft animation and 
stunning location photography, going 
behind the scenes to cover the entire 
journey, from initial design to the 
extraordinary challenges of building 
and launching. View films on an l 1 
foot screen! I! Comfortable couches 
and cafe table seating. H igl1 
Definition Projector/Dolby 6.1 
Surround Sound Audio. Film Tickets: 
$8 - general admission/ $6.50 
Seniors Studenrs w/ ID. 
Reservations suggested for films bu1 
not necessary. In the Green Trees 
Gallery, I 05 Main St.. Northfield. 
(413)-498-2100. www.medi
aartscafe.com. 

SUNDAY,AUGUSJ 7TH 
Blueberry Days of Summer at Kelso 

Homestead. Huntington 1-5:00 p.m. 

Everything blueberries, PYO, ice 

cream. pie, wine and mucb more! 

Live music, wagon ri.des, birds of 

prey educational activities. Visit 
www.blueberrywine.com for more 

information. 

The. French choir, Cantoria, hailing. 

from the Loire Valley of France, will 

perform in Ashfield at the Firs1 

Congregational Church at 3:00 p,m. 

Cantoria is a lively group of 25 

singers led by the dynamic director, 

Philippe Secheppet. The group's 

repenojre is comprised Qf songs from 

all arou1Jd the world - from sacred 

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK 's CROSSWORD PUZZLE MANAGER!£ 

Across 
2. KANGAROO COURT 
6. FOXX 
7. KINE 
IQ.OWL 
11. DOVE 
12. PINK PANTHER 
16. CATERPILLAR 
17. MANX 
19. WOLF 

20. MAGPIE 
23. BOA 
14. LAMBOFGOD 
26. HARPY 
27. BUTTBRFLIES 

Down 
I. RATON 
J. RAl\'1 
4. CMICKEN 

5. TWEETY 
8. MONKEES 
9. HOARSE 
13. WHITE ELEPHANT 
14. BASILISK 
15. ORACONI/\N 
18.ANIMA 
21. GILLS 
22. DOdEAR 
25. SLUG 
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Diana R<,berl.:i, photographs 
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Jerilyn Kolbin, paintings 

Opening lkccption Friday,Jul.y 291h 
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s at Gallery 267, Greenfield 
through August 20th 

and cl&ssical music 10 traditional folk, 

and contemporary songs. For this 

tour they will focus on music of the 

French diaspora; songs of the French 

Middle Ages and Renaissance: tradi

tional songs of various regions of 

France Poitou, Brittany, 

Languedoc: as well as creole. cajun 

and Freuch Canadian songs and even 

some Jacques Brei and Edith Piaf 

thrown in the mix. Following the per

formance, audience members are 

invited to a potluck supper aL Ricki 

Cim-oll's home within walking dis

tance of the CongregationaJ Church. 

Those wishing to meet the Cantoria 

singers at ihe potluck are requested to 

bring a contribution of food or drink.. 

Renaissance director, John Bos, has 

contacted a number of French-speak

ing groups and says that this concert 

and the potluck are perfect opportu

nities for aspiring French speakers to 

hear and speak with real French peo

ple. Tickets are $9 in advance and 

$IO at the door for adults and $5 in 

advance and $6.00 at the door for 

those 18 and under. Tickets my be 

reserved by calling Rural 

Renai~sarn:e at 625-2082 or by pur

chasing tickets at Boswell's Books i11 

Shelburne Falls or Neighbors 

Convenience Store in Astrfield. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 8TH 
I 14th Season Montague 
Community Band Concert petform

ance at Peskeomskut Park off Avenue 

A in Turners falls. Sponsored in part 

by the Town of Montague and grant 

form the Montague Cultural Council 

and the Massachusetts Cultural 

Council. 7:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
AUGUST J21'H & 13TH 
Ja'Duke Productions presents Cave 

of Fish. Perfonnances at the Shea 
Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners Falls. 

Friday and Saturday at 8:00 p.m. & 

Sunday at 2:00 p.111. 413-863-2281. 

The Cave v_f Fish is an original musi

cal written by Nick and John 

Waynelovich, a father and son cre

ative team. It is a fictional piec.e 

loosely based on bo1h mens live$ 

which takes place behind tht> 
Stralhmore Paper Mill on a warm 

summer evening in July in the pres

ent time. The story and music repre

sent an eclectic array of characters 

and music that push tbe story forward 

both dramatit'lllly and musically. 

Also playing August 19th. 20th and a 

matinee at 2 p.m. on the 21st. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20TH 

5us,,,,mer Arts resti.v,J. 

in 1{ mhfol( 
The Northfield Arts group is excited 

to be hosting an outdoor Summer 

Arts Fest with art for sale. live music, 

food, and .Fun from !0-4p.m., on 1he 

grounds of the Green Trees Gallery. 

at I 05 Main Street. Artists participat

ing will include local artists who, in 

1he past, have participated in the 

annual Open Stt1dio Weekends held 

in November. lu addition, the.y have 

invited other artists and artisans to 

share 1his opportunity to present their 

work, meet the public, and revel in 

tbe day's festivities. Interactive art 

booths for kids, or kids al heart, will 

oll'er I.he oppontmity for creative fun. 

To accompany the beautiful artwork. 

and for your listening pleasure, local 

musical talent will also be sbow

cased. Food vendors. including. the 

Norihfield Kiwanis Club will be 

offering luncheou fare, and one may 

top that off with a bir of ice cream! 

Mark your calendars. and save that 

day to celebrate all that Northfield 

and its local talent has to offer! More 

infonnation can be found at their 

website www.n011hfieldarts.com. or 

at 413-498-2278 or 413-498-5054. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28TH 
Tomato Festival at Red Fire Farm, 

Granby. Sample dozens of heirloom 

and hybrid tomato varieties. 

Workshops, demos, marketplace, live 

music, refreshments and much more! 

For more information, visit 

www.redfirefarm.com. 

ONGOING EVENTS 
Now through October - Quinnetukut 

Tl River Tours One and ½ hour tours 

through lhe stunning f'rench King 

Gorge on the Connecricut River. 
Charters also available. See the 

Barton Cove's eagle nest. Wednesday 

15 

to Sunday. 11 :00 a.m .. I: 15 p.m. and 

3:00 p.m. Northfield Mountain 

Recreation Area in Northfield. 800-

859-2960. 

Nol Spot 
Teen Cenle, 

Mond■s,t - Ongoing Digital Arts 
Project, 3 - s 
T11e1 A Weds • Ongoing Music 
Project, 3 - s 
Frld■s,, Juls, nth • Open Mic, 6 - 9 
Th11,1d■s,, A119 4th• Technology 
Drop-In. 4 - 6 ; Movie Night. 6 - 8 
Frlcl■t,, Au, 5th • Mini-Golf trip, 1 - s 
Mond■s, thru F,tday, Aut Ith 
• 12th • A.LR. Program Seeing 
Through An Artist's Eyes, 9 - 12 
Th"'sd■i,, Aue 11th• Technology 
Drop-In, 4 - 6; Movie Night, 6 - 8 
F,tcl■s,, Au9111t 12th • Open Mic 
at bellybowl, 6 - 8:30 
Thurad•s,, A11911at 18th • 
Technology Drop-In. 4 - 6, Movie 
Night, 6 -8 

These programs are free (except some 
trips) and open to local teens. Some 

require permission slips. For more info 
about any of these events or programs 

please call Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
Community Resource Center 

24 Third St, Turners· Falls 

\l.-111111 ,al I /<1// / l,,•,11<•1 

P□rn□lf PICTURf S 
August 5th & 6th 
The Princess Bride 

Epic s1vashbuckJing fairytale-Agr.mdfather reads 
his grandson a bedtime slory. II soon has you 
scaling the Cliffs of lnsanily, balUing Rodents of 
Unusual Size, and facing torture in the Pa of 
Dlspair • but !hen frue Love is never easy. Star
studded casl packed with quirky and memorable 
chara(:ters. Direcled by Rob Reiner. Music before 
lhe movjes al 7: Friday -puppet show by Drum 
Hollow Puppet Theater; Saturday - live music by 
Matthew Ruby-Shippee. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

GREENFIELD 
6~121)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 

Showtimes for 
Fri., July 29th • Thurs., 

Aug 4th 
t. MUST LOVE DOGS POU 

DAILY 12:(J(I 3:(JO 6:00 9:00 

2. SKY HIGH PG in DTS sound 
DAJLY 12:00 3:00 6:00 9:0() 

3. WEDDING CRASKERS R 
DALLY 12:()() 3:00 6:00 9:U(l 

4. BAD NEWS BEARS PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:15 11:15 

s. THE [SLAND PG I 3 
DA(LY 12:15 3:15 (j:15 9:15 

6. ClfA.RLlE AND THE CHOCO
LATE FACTORY PG iii DTS sound 

DAILY 12:30 3:JO 6:30 9;30 
7. STEALTH PG 13 in DTS sound 

DAILY 12:30 J:30 6:30 9:30 

Wed • Open Mic at 8:30 p.m. 

Thurs - Kataoke T-N-T 
Promo nigh~ givaways, B p.m. 

Friday July 29th 

Catamount 
classic rQCk, no cover ladles night 

Saturday, July 30th 

8tl4&Aj8 8148/J/' 
tasty mix of new and classic rock 

Coming up on Sunday, August 
14th, /l's the legendary local band 

FAT 
200S reunion show, adv. & door tickets $10 

Coming Aug 20th & 21s~ 2nd Annual Rock and 
Roll Hor.ieshoe Toomamen\, st,115 2 pm. Sat. 

www.rt63roadhouse.com 
32 Federal St.1 Millers Falls 

(413) 6S9 .. 3384 
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learning to Flv Fish Part 13 

Dog Days of Fly Fishing 
BY ARIEL JONES 
Beware the Fishing Thugs 

The holiday week and the 
recent stocking of the Swift 
River brought out more than the 
usual nwnber of fly fishers. We 
were hammering them, and 
word got out quickly. Between 
that and the real onslaught of 
summer, suddenly tl1e parking 
areas were full all the time. 
Places I was accustomed to 
walk to in a leisurely fashion 
suddenly became points of 
unce1tainty. 

And I encountered my first 
fly fishing thugs. 

Sullen Me-Me-Me.Puppy 
I encountered the first of 

these unpleasant creatures one 
afternoon while fisl1ing a sec
tion of the Swift I had fished a 
lot last year but hadn't yet visit
ed this summer .. A very large 
hatch of sulphurs was over the 
river, a veritable blizzard of 
them. I had not yet seen such a 
big hatch emerge. The trout 
were rising; it was wonderful 
and exciting. An older man and 
two ymmg adults, a man and a 
woman, approached the river. 
Tbe older guy walked the bank 
past me and entered the water a 
decent distance upstream. The 
younger ones stayed a bit down
stream fishing and poking 
around. After awhile, having no 
success, they decided to join the 
older man. 

The young woman stood on a 
rock only a few yards away 
from me and began casting to 

Sly Dog 
The third 

encounter of 
the too close 
kind was with 
a tricky fish
ing thug. He 
had been 
fishing 
upstream 
from me at a 

respectable 
distance. Out 
of tbe comer 
of my eye, I 

PHOTO: ARIEL JONES noticed he 

exactly the 
p O j n t 

where I 
was cast
ing. This is 
a big no
no. I asked 
her if she 
would 
mind mov
ing down a 
bit, as our 
Jines might 
get tan
gled. She 
looked 
baffled, 
but did A great rl'!)' at the Y Pool 011 the S111ijl River 

kept watch
ing me and 
was working m o v e 

away a bit. After a sbort while 
her brother ( as he seemed to be) 
stood up in the same spot and 
began to do the same thing, 
false casting about 14 times 
before actually making a cast 
onto the water. Tbis was annoy
ing enough, but he was also 
casting directly into the area l 
was working. l said this to him, 
inwardly struggling to not get 
too upset, and he answered, 
"Yep." 

"Yep?!" He showed no signs 
of moving and l realized this 
wasn't a Jack of awareness on 
his part. Jt was intentional. He 
had seen me catch a trout at this 
spot. 

It was clear that this trout 
lout could care less and wasn't 
about to move on to his own 
spot. If I let him he would spoil 
both my good mood and my 
fishing. I reeled in my line and 

left, to go seek another place. 
Okay, so what was the big 

deal? l could have shrugged this 
off, but soon I found myself fac
ing more aggressive encounters 
on the normally placid Swift. 

Wanna-be Alpha Dog 
The first was a guy who 

asked if there was room for him 
where I was (correct etiquette). 
As soon as he came splashing 
through the river I realized l 
should have said, "NO!" for he 
too began to cast right into the 
spot I was working. I asked 
would he mind moving down
stream a few yards and he began 
yelling about how we all paid 
for our fishing lice11ses and he 
could fish where he damn well 
wanted to. [ glanced at old John, 
a man I often meet fishing at the 
Y Pool, and he was shaking his 
head. 

bis way towards the overhang
ing brush where I stood casting. 
That's OK, except J was by now 
spooked by the two dolts I had 
already encountered that week
end. 

First., he bailed out a mild bi 
and a nod. Whew, this guy 
wouldn't be a problem child. 
When he was very close he 
asked jf be could go around me. 

"Sure," I said, smiling and 
glad I was with someone who 
was so respectful of river space. 
He passed a short ways behind 
me, stopped a bit to my left, and 
proceeded to cast to where [ was 
fishing! l glanced at him a cou
ple of times to send t11e "Please 
back otr' signal and he ignored 
it. 

Finally I just asked him out
right to please stop casting to 
the water l was fishing. Without 
a word, be turned, moved a few 
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feet down, and changed his 
direction. Two more times he 
repeated the first perfonnance, 
and each time I had to say some
thing, and be silently turned 
away. When I finally caught my 
biggest rainbow to date (17 

inches) I thought, "Enough. You 
bad a good day of fishing, land
ed a real beauty, go home." 

So what is this all about? 
Part of the beauty of fly fish

ing lies in your experience of 
the other fishers. There is such a 
thing as fishing etiquette, which 
makes your precious time on a 
river pleasant. Your main con
flicts have to do with what tly, 
what presentation, what are the 
trout eating today? 

You do not splash when you 
can avoid it by simply slowing 
down and taking smaller steps. 
You do not bring a cell phone 
(turned on) or a boom box to the 
river. Unnecessary shouting, 
attempting to bully others from 
spots they arrived at before you 
did, in short, being a jerk, goes 
against the entire feel of the 
spo1t. 

So much of the art of fly fish
ing has to do with respect: 
respect for the river environ
ment, for the clever fish you are 
trying to catch, and for each 
other. 

Sadly, there are fly fishers 
out there who seem to be obliv
ious to the most basic of these 
simple courtesies. Happily, they 
are in a small minority. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MINIMALLY INVASIVE 

TOTALLY ESTHETIC 

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D.S. 

773 Ave. A 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-4250 

4 Springfield St, 
Chicopee, MA 

413-592-3530 

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating 
& Paving, Inc. 
Bryan Barlow, CE • ...-1 

Demolition 
Seal Coating 
Treework P.O. Box 386 
Construction Services 4 Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Septic Systems 413-772-2155 
Paving Emergency Mailbox 
Snow Plowing, Sanding 896:-2765 

Lynn Reynolds 
"Ai111i11g for Asto11ishi11g 5..rvlce" 

• Specializing in Buyer Agency 
• Proiessiona1 Consulting 
• Let us discuss the advantages! 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Sb·eel, Amherst, MA 01002 

413-367-2425 I ynnreynolds@verizon.net 

LAPINE TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE 

8116mm films/35mm slides to DVD 
or VHS, PAL conversions/picture 

disks/Beta/Super 8mm/ 
U-matic/photo to DVD 

Bill and Kathy White 
Greenfield, MA (413) 773-7747 

SALON 107 
Kids Cuts always $7 

Adults $14, 
5 Massages for $100 

Over 38 Services 

114 Wells Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
772-0284 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners Falls, MA 
Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

M. T.L.C.~ Rau's Auto 
T u R N s LA w N c A R E COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

Speda/izin9 in at/ aspeds of lawn and Property Maintcnanm. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
If you're near us, 

we want to be there for you. 
Residential & Commenial • Fully /nsurod 

45 Main Street, PO Box B-6 Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell: 522-2563 

~-- (413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 




