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THEATER REVIEWS

PVST and Country Players Summer Shows Sizzle
Pioneer Valley Summer
Theatre Presents
Blithe Spirit
~by Noel Coward
Reviewed June 29th
BY SUDI NIMMS
EASTHAMPTON -
Theatre for young and old
is alive and well among
the well-groomed gardens
of the Williston
Northampton School in
Easthampton. You just
can't beat this fantastic
line-up of theatre
favorites - a new one
every week - to round out
your season's entertain-
ment. The Pioneer Valley
Summer Theatre's third,
traditional summer stock
season is currently well
underway and delighting
audiences from near and
far.  

Already passed with
lightning speed are per-
formances of Noel
Coward's Blithe Spirit and
Alfred Uhry's Driving
Miss Daisy, which closed
July 9th. If you happened
to miss either of these
wonderful shows, don't
worry; there are six more
awaiting you! 

The spectacular
remaining line-up is:
Educating Rita by Willy
Russel, After-Play by
Anne Meara, Beau Jest by
James Sherman, The
Mousetrap by Agatha
Christie, The Search for
Signs of Intelligent Life in
the Universe by Jane

The Country Players
Presents
The Music Man
~by Meredith Willson
Reviewed July 8th
BY SUDI NIMMS
TURNERS FALLS -
Back in Turners Falls, the
Country Players are trum-
peting the onset of the
summer season with sev-
enty-six trombones at the
Shea Theater. The Music
Man opened last Friday
with all the pomp
Meredith Willson's
famous musical affords.  

The Music Man is the
must-see story about how
traveling salesman Harold
Hill (Alan Maynard) gets
his "foot caught in the
door" by the lovely
Marian Paroo (Stephanie
Devine). During all the

excitement Hill stirs up in
sleepy River City, in
Iowa's whilom Fourth of
July season, the two fall
madly for each other,
despite themselves.  

Highlights of the pro-
duction include the har-
monizing talents of the
State Line Barbershop
Quartet who kept the pre-

show lobby guests
enthralled. After the final
curtain, Jack Arnot, Tim
Cornwell, Rob Lafond
and Alan Shippee also
delighted folks as they
strolled from the show
with a few more numbers,
and even took requests.
The expert blending of

Dry Hill Road Paved
with Good Intentions

BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE
MONTAGUE CENTER - In
a surprisingly brief exchange
of words between the select-
board, Wendell Road resident
James Senn and his lawyer
Michael Pill, agreement
appears to have been reached
in the long-standing dispute
over access to the Dry Hill
Cemetery. After years of legal
wrangling and posturing, the
road will once again be open to
the general public, if a verbal
settlement reached at Monday
night's selectboard meeting at
the Montague Center fire sta-
tion holds good. While a num-
ber of issues remain outstand-
ing, a course of action has been
identified pointing the way to
resolving one of the thorniest
standoffs in recent town histo-
ry.

With two surveys in hand,
town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio reviewed the
progress of accurately map-
ping Dry Hill Road at the
Wendell Road intersection, by
Senn's house and property. He
added the town was now look-
ing for a solution to opening

access to the public cemetery
"one way or another". 

"What we would like to do
is establish a drivable and
passable road to the cemetery.
We have a historical right to
the road," said board chair
Allen Ross. Ross did offer

Senn the possibility of opening
an alternative access route to
the Dry Hill Cemetery, which
would require an exchange of
land. However, Pill stated that
his client would not challenge
the town's authority over the
historical roadway, and await-

ed the surveyor's visit to deter-
mine the placement of the new
fence posts.

"It is down to the mecha-
nism," Pill said. "Mr. Senn
doesn't want to give up land,

see DRY HILL pg 10

see MUSIC pg 11see BLITHE pg 11

BY JOSH HEINEMANN - 
WENDELL - On July 12th the
Wendell board of health, with
newly elected member Martha
Senn absent, completed the con-
tinued hearing on proposed septic
and groundwater regulation
changes, with five residents in
attendance. Under question was
the board's proposal to reduce sep-
aration requirements between a
well and a septic leach field from
150 feet to 100 feet, and the mini-
mum distance to high groundwa-
ter for a new system from 18 inch-
es to 12 inches, the lower dis-
tances all that is required by the
Commonwealth's Title V regula-
tions.  

Bob Ellis commented that any
change to the septic and ground-
water requirements should be jus-
tified by scientific understanding.
He said, "I fail to see how these
changes would improve protection
of groundwater."  

Stephen Broll brought up the
potential for conflict of interest on

Conflict of
Interest
Charged
AT BOARD OF
HEALTH HEARING

see WENDELL pg 8

Mayhem and mischief abounded in Blithe Spirit.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PVST

The State Line Barbershop Quartet also played the Town
Council in the Music Man.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE COUNTRY PLAYERS
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BY ELIZABETH GARDNER
GILL - The Summer Reading
Program is off to a great start at
the Slate Library! Over 80 kids
have registered for this year's
summer reading program, The
Amazing Reading Race: What's
Going on Around Here?!, which
takes participants, and their fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors on a
fun, interesting, hands-on journey
back through time, with local his-
tory explorations for all ages all
summer long! Our Growing
Readers have been doing a great
job making reading a part of their
everyday activities, keeping track
of their reading as they make their
way around their game boards,
and collecting prizes at the library
along the way. All participants are
encouraged to keep reading, and
finish their game boards by the
closing party on Saturday, August
13th, when we'll celebrate the
summer with a Bicycle Day, with
activities and fun for everyone.
Read on for details! There's plen-

ty of summer left!
SATURDAY, JULY 16TH,

10-12: Super Summer Saturday ~
Harry Potter Party with Magician
Fran Ferry! Help us celebrate the
release of J.K. Rowling's latest
sure-fire hit, Harry Potter and the
Half Blood Prince. Come dressed
as your favorite character in the
series, try your hand at Harry
Potter trivia, and listen to excerpts
from the new book. Prizes for
winners of Harry Potter Spelling
Bee and Trivia Contests! 

THURSDAY, JULY 21ST, 7-
8 PM: Stories Under the Stars ~
Native American Legends.

FRIDAY, JULY 22ND, 10-
11:30 AM: Story Adventures ~
The Legend of the Indian
Paintbrush. We'll read the classic
Tomie de Paola picture book, and
take to the outdoors to paint our
own stories. Participants are
encouraged to bring in their own
stories to share, and we'll be
spending time creating new ones.

FRIDAY, JULY 22ND, 6
PM: Double Feature Friday
Movie Night ~ Brother Bear (G)
at 6 p.m. and The Last of the
Mohicans ® at 7:30 p.m. Bring
something comfy to sit on.
Popcorn and drinks available.

SATURDAY, JULY 23RD,
10-12: Super Summer Saturday ~
Native American Toys & Games!
Come join Liz Gardner for a
morning of making and playing
traditional Native American toys

and games. We'll explore the
Native American roots of many of
the games we play now, including
lacrosse, or "amtah," and field
hockey, or "shinny."  We'll deco-
rate our own sticks and shells for
different games of dice, make
feathered darts, "buzz", and see if
we can outwit each other with a
fun, fast-moving hand game,
much like the one we see today
on the streets of New York.
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Dream of

MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for activities and congregate
meals. Meal reservations need
to be made a day in advance by
11 a.m. Messages can be left
on the machine when the cen-
ter is closed (863-9357).
Mealsite Manager is Chris
Richer. The center offers a hot
noon meal weekdays to any
senior. Transportation to the
center can be provided. Trip
coordinator is Jean Chase.
Make trip reservations by call-
ing 772-6356. Payment and
menu choice is due three
weeks prior to trip.

Monday, 18th
9:45 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
11:00 a.m.  PACE Aerobics
1:00 p.m.  Canasta
Tuesday, 19th
9:30 a.m.  Tai Chi
10:00 a.m.  Writing class at
Father Casey Hall at St. Anne’s
Wednesday, 20th
10:15 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
12:45 p.m.  Bingo
Thursday, 21st
1:00 p.m.  Pitch
Friday, 22nd
9:45 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
11:00 a.m.  PACE Aerobics
Monday, 25th

9:45 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
11:00 a.m.  PACE Aerobics
1:00 p.m.  Canasta 
Tuesday, 26th
9:30 a.m.  Tai Chi
10 a.m.  Writing class at Father
Casey Hall at St. Anne’s
Wednesday, 27th
10:15 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
12:45  Bingo
Thursday, 28th
1:00 p.m.  Pitch
Friday, 29th
9:45 a.m.  Senior Aerobics
11:00 a.m  PACE Aerobics

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for activities and congregate
meals. For information and
reservations call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center director at (413)
423-3308. Lunch daily at 11:30
a.m. with reservations a day in
advance by 11 a.m.
Transportation can be provided
for meals, Thursday shopping,
or medical necessity by calling
Dana Moore at (978) 544-
3898.

Monday, 18th
9:30 a.m.  Exercise
9:45 a.m.  Library
12:30 p.m.  Pitch

Tuesday, 19th
9:00 a.m.  Aerobics
12:30 p.m.  Oil Painting
Wednesday, 20th 
10:00 a.m.  Line Dancing
12:00 Noon  Bingo
Thursday, 21st
9:00 a.m.  Aerobics
10:15 a.m.  Craft class with Tina
Monday, 25th
9:30 a.m  Exercise
9:45 a.m.  Library
12:30 p.m.  Pitch
Tuesday, 26th
9:00 a.m.  Aerobics
12:30 p.m.  Oil Painting
Wednesday, 27th
10:00 a.m. Line Dancing
12 Noon  Bingo
Thursday, 28th
9:00 a.m. Aerobics
12:00 Noon  Annual Senior Picnic.
The meal will be a cold-cut platter
of assorted meats and cheeses,
coleslaw, potato salad, dessert and
a drink. Live entertainment will be
by Amherst artist John Porcini who
will sing and tell humorous stories. 
The donation will be $2 per person.
For more information or reserva-
tions call Polly at 423-3308.

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for
info, schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

Genie is a 2-year-old tor-
toiseshell cat in need of a good
home. She's a curious and
friendly cat with new people and
loves petting anywhere and
everywhere. She is an indepen-
dent kitty and you have to
admire her moxie. She would
prefer a home without dogs. To
learn more about adopting
Genie, please contact the Dakin
Animal Shelter in Leverett at
548-9898 or via email at
info@dakinshelter.org.

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES   July 18th - 29th

FACES & PLACESSLATE MEMORIAL LIBRARY NEWS
Upcoming Events

We’ve Got You Covered!
SATURDAY SPECIAL

HAMMERITE
STOPS RUST!
1/3 OFF

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 863-4346

For paper routes on the
Hill near Sunrise Terrace,
and for the Central Street -
Prospect Street neighbor-
hood. Routes take approxi-
mately 1 hour on Thursday
afternoon or Friday morn-
ings. Contact Montague
Reporter, 863-8666 for more
details.

Carriers
Needed!

Genie

Full Day Preschool 
with Early and Late Care
• Quality Staff
• Quality Facility
• 2 new classrooms
• Weekly Swim & Gymnastics 

Lessons
• Meeting the needs of working

parents

YMCA
451 Main St. • Greenfield 

777733-33664466

Buying and Selling 
used books

32 Bridge St. 2nd floor
Shelburne Falls

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays

Jim Vias and Shawn Mazur take a break from skateboarding
at the corner of Avenue A and 4th Street. 

DETMOLD PHOTO

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS

Celebrating 95th Anniversary!

Left: Siobhan Davis of Turners Falls enjoyed being kissed by the goose that lays the golden eggs pup-
pet from Jack in the Beanstalk. The show, sponsored by the Community Partnerships for Children, was
performed at the Carnegie Library in Turners Falls on July 6th. Center: Sara Crowell of Turners Falls and
other children helped release 10 monarch butterflies that emerged from their chrysalises at the library. The
butterfly project was part of Bev Whitbeck's Preschool Story Hour curriculum. The story hour meets at
the Carnegie Library on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. Right: Debbie O'Carroll and numerous young
assistants performed “The Irish Magic Show” at the library on July 7th. The program was sponsored by
the Montague Cultural Council, which is funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency,
and the Montague Public Libraries.

PHOTOS: LINDA HICKMAN

W h a t
is this
d o w n -
t o w n
T u r n e r s
Falls land-
m a r k ?
Come to
t h e

Carnegie Library and fill out a
raffle ticket with the correct
answer and you may win a prize.
The mystery photo contest is part
of the Montague Public Libraries'
Going Places at Your Library's
Adult Summer Reading Program.
For more information: 863-3214. 

LANDMARK PHOTO
CONTEST
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BY EILEEN TRUMBLE
The Friends of the Montague

Reporter is a group of people
who are fans of the newspaper,
and are interested in seeing this
small, community paper soar to
new heights.

Formed in March of 2005,
this group consists of about 17
people all of whom share the
common goal of making this
paper become sustainable for
the long term and as popular as
possible. So far, it seems to be
working, at least a little. The
group has already held bake
sales, t-shirt sales, and a sub-
scription drive. Montague

Reporter prose and poetry read-
ings are in the works.

As a Friend, I can tell you
first hand this group is a diverse
and interesting bunch. We have
writers, and photographers, reg-
ular members of the community,
and people that don't even live
in the area the paper covers.
Some Montague Reporter staff
attend, but mainly we are volun-
teers. We all have a few things
in common though, we all want
what's best for the paper, and
none of us regret coming to the
meetings. 

Anyone can come to the
meetings, even if you have

never come to one before. They
are usually held at the Brick
House, downstairs from the
Reporter office (so no stairs
need to be climbed), at 24 3rd
Street in Turners Falls. At the
meetings we discuss many
things about the paper's needs
and goals, and plan upcoming
events. Meetings are limited to
an hour and a half, at the most.
Everyone is welcome, teens like
myself, even preteens if they're
interested. 

I've been in this group since
it started, and I can't say enough
good things about it. In my
mind, it has a great goal. I get to

meet, talk to, and work with a
lot of absolutely wonderful peo-
ple. We are flexible as to when
we meet, so it's convenient for
me. Everyone is really focused
and works hard.

Despite the success we have
had forming this group, we still
need help, your help. You can
help in many different ways.
You don't have to become a
Friend. You can help by simply
telling a friend, family member,
or neighbor about the paper.
You can also get t-shirts at our
stands at public events. Or at the
Montague Reporter office.
Same address as the meetings,

the office is on the 2nd floor.
You can also subscribe to the
paper by sending an e-mail to:
Reporter@MontagueMA.Net.
Subscription rate is $20 for six
months. New writers and con-
tributors are also welcome.
Hope to hear from you soon!

The next meeting of the
Friends of the Montague
Reporter is on Sunday, August
31st, at 6 p.m., upstairs at the
Book Mill in Montague Center. 

The brief meeting will be fol-
lowed by a Montague Reporter
Poetry and Prose reading, fea-
turing David Lovelace, Paul
Kennedy, and Pagan Kennedy.

Friends In Deed of the Montague Reporter 

Wendell Friends to Gather,
July 25th

On July 25th, friends
will gather to consider
how to improve news
coverage in Wendell, and
how the Montague
Reporter can help. The
meeting will take place at
7 p.m. at the home of
Jonathan von Ranson and
Susan Dunlevy, 6 Lockes
Village Road (next to the
library). Writers, former

Wendell Post contribu-
tors, and all interested
residents of Wendell are
invited and encouraged
to attend.

It is likely that with
more involvement, better
coverage of Wendell
news and issues would
result.

For more information,
call 978-544-3758.

The Write Place at the Write Time
BY RICHARD ANDERSEN
MONTAGUE CENTER - The
Montague Reporter is starting a
reading series for mostly local
writers and local lovers of liter-
ature. Or would-be lovers of lit-
erature. The first reading will
begin on Sunday, July 31st, at 7
p.m. Our host for this reading
will be the Montague Book
Mill, and our MC for the
evening will be the local wit and
village oddball David Detmold.

Here's how it's going to
work. If you'd like to read a
poem or work of fiction or non-

fiction that's close to your heart,
and you'd like to share your
heartfelt words with others,
show up at the mill and sign up
between 6:55 and 7 p.m.
Everyone who signs up will
have five minutes of fame, and
those whose works are well-
received may be invited to come
back for a longer reading at
another venue.

Next, the featured readers:
Paul Kaufman, David Lovelace,
and Pagan Kennedy. Paul is a
first-rate novelist in the tradition
of Gabriel Garcia Marquez,

David Lovelace is a much-loved
poet who runs the Bookmill in
his spare time, and Pagan
Kennedy is famous. Not only
that, but she's coming all the
way from Boston to help raise a
little money for the newspaper.

That's Write! The reading
series is a benefit for the
Montague Reporter. There's no
admission charge, but a hat will
be passed around the room after
everyone has read. You are free
to toss in a coin, or just toss up,
depending on how the reading
goes down.

BY MICHAEL BOSWORTH
AND ROBIN SHERMAN
TURNERS FALLS - Small
community farmers' markets
face a "chicken-or-the-egg"
problem. Frequently, small mar-
kets do not have the number of
vendors or diversity of products
to draw a significant number of
customers. Producers are reluc-
tant to devote scarce time and
resources to attend a market
without a significant customer
base.  

The village of Turners Falls
has had a Wednesday afternoon
farmers market since 1995. The
market runs from 3 to 6 p.m. at
the corner of Avenue A and 6th
Street, next to Peskeomskut
Park. Historically, there have

been approximately six to eight
vendors at the market. Many
Turners residents do not have
access to a private vehicle, and
could therefore benefit from
greater availability of fresh pro-
duce and other products at a
market within walking distance.
Youth unemployment and
under-employment are also sig-
nificant problems in the village.  

The Brick House
Community Resource Center, in
combination with the newly
formed Montague agricultural
commission, has proposed a
new pilot program to enhance
the Great Falls Farmers Market
and provide youth employment.
If the program is successful, it
can be applied in other commu-
nities with small farmers' mar-
kets. 

The idea would be to provide
a sales outlet for producers of
farm products and crafts who
cannot spare the time them-
selves be at the market, while at
the same time providing
employment and entrepreneur-
ship training for a local youth.
Additionally, the youth support
person would help to increase
the customer base at the Great
Falls Farmers Market by adding
variety and new producers, thus
generating additional traffic and
helping all participants.

Under the proposal, the
youth support person would
provide their own transporta-
tion, pick up goods from local
farmers and producers, and sell
them at the market, returning

unsold items afterward. A
markup on the cost of goods
would contribute to running the
pilot program. If no youth with
their own transportation can be
found, a more limited version of
the pilot - where the farmers and
producers would have to drop
off goods ahead of time and the
youth would work just at the
market itself - will be consid-
ered.

The new Montague agricul-
tural commission hopes to be
instrumental in helping the
salesperson make initial contact
with local farmers who might be
interested in participating. The
Brick House will help run the
program by overseeing the
search for the youth support
person, helping the youth with
procedures for tracking invento-
ry and cash management, and
will oversee the conduct of the
program, including assurance
that procedures are followed.
The youth will have to be 18 or
older because of labor laws that
prohibit younger persons from
loading and unloading items.

Total cost of the program in
the first year is estimated at
$600. The Brick House has
committed $200 in funding; the
agricultural commission has
secured an additional $200 in
donations. The remaining cost -
$200 - is still being sought.
Anyone willing to help, to apply
for the youth support position or
to participate in the pilot pro-
ject, please call the Brick House
at 863-9576.

Brick House, Agricultural Commission
Team Up to Help the Farmers Market

BYJEFFSINGLETON - 
MONTAGUE CENTER - On
Thursday, July 7th, the Montague

Center Volunteer Fire
Department presented Rau's ser-
vice station on Turners Falls Road
with a "memorial bench" in honor
of the late Ralph Rau Sr. Rau,
who died a year ago, on July 11th,
is survived by his wife Shirley
and his son Ralph Rau Jr. He had
been a member of the fire depart-
ment and a number of other com-
munity organizations, including a
bowling team called "Ralph's
Harem," of which he was the only
male member.

Rau's service station, which is
located just north of Montague
Center, on Turners Falls Road, is
"more like a destination than just

a service station," according to
Larry Peters, a member of the fire
department. The Rau's purchased

the station in 1965, when it was a
simple structure that resembled a
barn. They renovated the building
in 1967, but it has retained its
homey atmosphere and commu-
nity feel. 

The memorial bench, pre-
pared by Andy's Oak Shop in
Greenfield, has been placed right
in front of the station, where
Ralph Sr. could often be seen talk-
ing to neighbors and friends on a
hot summer day. According to
Peters, Rau was "not a big AC
man," preferring real fresh air.
"You always saw him sitting out
there," Peters said, "when he was-
n't working, of course."

Memorial Bench Dedicated
at Rau’s Sunoco

Ralph Rau Jr., left, Rusty, center and Shirley Rau try out the
new bench at Rau’s Sunoco. 

DETMOLD PHOTO

Montague Parks
and Recreation

Summer Programs
Registrations are still being

accepted for the following
programs: 

Children/Youth Programs -
Summer Playground Program,
Tennis Lessons, Soccer-Mania
Soccer Camp, American Red
Cross Babysitting Course.

Teen Programs - Tennis
Lessons, American Red Cross
Babysitting Course.

Adult Programs - Tennis
Lessons, Tennis Doubles-
Mixer League.

For more info: call the
MPRD Office at 863-3216. 



On Tuesday, July 5th, a baby
bear walked in our driveway
and went past our driveway and
onto our yard. It went out of our
yard and into the neighbor's
yard. Then it walked across
Mik's yard and climbed over the
fence and across the road and
went across another person's

yard and then past their yard.
Then it went past the compost
and into the swamp. And me
and Jackson saw all of it.

The bear was cute and it
stayed away from us. You don't
have to be afraid of the bear. It's
more afraid of you than you are
of him. It was exciting to see the

bear.
- Lucia Mason, Age 6

Montague Center

(The bear was sited at
Jeanne Weintraub’s house, next

to the Congregational Church
on the common at about 6 p.m.

July 5th. 
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“The Voice of the Villages”Jean Hebden
Julia Bowden-Smith

L E T T E R S  T O T H E  E D I T O R

American
Dead in

Iraq
as of 7/13/05

We welcome your letters.
The Montague Reporter

24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050  reporter@montaguema.net

Good Old Fashioned
Self-Reliance

Notice to Readers
As in past years, the Montague Reporter will publish biweekly

during the months of July and August
There will be no paper next week.

BY KATHY LITCHFIELD
Need relief? In today’s hectic

society, we communicate at a
rapid rate via email and cell
phones; some lack “land lines”
all together. We absorb report
after devastating report of deaths
from “terrorism” around the
world, blaring out of our car
radios and living room televi-
sions. Gas and fuel prices are
soaring as the war in Iraq rages
on. 

Each August, there’s one
place where thousands of people
find solace from the inundation
of computer technology, dire
news and the hectic lifestyles
many of us lead from week to
week. 

It’s at the Northeast Organic
Farming Association (NOFA)’s
Summer Conference. For three
decades, the NOFA Summer
Conference has fueled individu-
als with a sense of optimism,
ideas of how to set things right
in the world and practical ways
to enhance their lives through
good old-fashioned self-reliance
and Yankee ingenuity. 

Want to learn to raise goats
for fiber or cows for free-range
beef? Spin wool or weave a rug?
Discuss the politics of organic
food or national security? Grow
amazing annuals and perenni-
als? Purchase handmade goods
from soap to socks and  immerse
yourself in a small town country
fair? Dance the night away with
new friends inside a barn or
enjoy an organic beer by a
campfire beneath the stars?

It’s all waiting for you at the
NOFA Summer Conference,
from August 11th to 14th at
Hampshire College in Amherst. 

The NOFA Summer
Conference carries a renewable
energy theme this year --

“Celebrating Our Bond with the
Earth and Each Other” -- featur-
ing the Pre-Conference on
“Appropriate Uses of Biodiesel
and Recycled Grease in Vehicles
and Furnaces” on Thursday,
Aug. 11th and the morning of
Friday, Aug. 12th.

The main conference from
Friday the 12th through Sunday
the 14th features what is sure to
be a lively debate on “What
Price Renewable Energy?” with
proponents and opponents of the
Berkshire wind tower proposal
along with an advocate of radi-
cal simplicity, Jim Merkel of
Vermont. 

In addition to 198 intensive
educational workshops -- for all
ages -- on topics ranging from
farming, gardening, home-
steading and activism to organic
land care, spirituality, health and
politics, the conference also
boasts a Saturday evening meal
comprised entirely of locally-
produced, organic foods. 

The keynote speaker on
Friday evening is internationally
renowned peace and simple liv-
ing activist Satish Kumar,
founder of Schumacher College
and editor of Resurgence
Magazine. 

There is something quintes-
sentially New England about the
idea of learning how to make do
with the resources available in
our own hills and farms and
woodlots. No mass call-ups, no
invasions of foreign lands are
necessary.

For many, the four-day con-
ference is a special haven, a
place to get away from it all, but
also to challenge assumptions, to
feel inspired, and to hear the call
of the simpler ways of life. 

Visit www.nofa.org to regis-
ter or for more information!

Bear Sighting in Montague Center

The Montague Reporter is
Goin’ Places

I attended the wake of
Mildred Campbell, recently. She
was 100 years and one month
old. She was my niece's mother-
in-law. At the wake, I was intro-
duced to her son who lives in
Florida. He said, "Joe Parzych?
I know that name. I love reading
your articles in that Montague
paper."

Someone sends the
Montague Reporter down to

him, and he sends them on to his
brother in Arizona.

At Anna Viadero's writer's
workshop, a woman said she
sends her Reporters to someone
living in a distant city, who then
forwards them to someone else.
She likes the recipes.

I just thought you'd like to
know.

Joe Parzych,
Gill

BUBBA & CARMINE
(TEENAGE BRETHREN OF BARTON COVE)

MEANWHILE, BACK IN MONTAGUE...

CARTOON DENIS BORDEAUX
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BY SUE SANSOUCIE
MILLERS FALLS - After
Monday's (7/11) selectboard
meeting one can only wonder
what is behind the seemingly
simple resolution for access to
the town owned Dry Hill
Cemetery. Access to this his-
toric cemetery has been
blocked for many years by
cable barriers and No
Trespassing signs. The once
direct route from Wendell
Road up Dry Hill Road to the
cemetery now has electric
fencing and seems to be locat-
ed very close to existing
buildings. James Senn of
Wendell Road admitted that
his grandfather closed off the
road years ago and no one
from the town seemed to care
until recently.

Members of the Montague
cemetery commission,
Montague selectboard,
Montague highway depart-
ment employees, and interest-
ed citizens of Montague have
made several treks via other
roads and paths to clean out
the overgrown brush at the
cemetery over the last several
years. The route over Dry Hill
Cross Road and down Dry
Hill Road is barely passable
by a four-wheel drive vehicle.

Walking is the only
safe way to traverse
this route. Dry Hill
Cross Road has large
boulders and pieces of
ledge in the roadway.
It is very isolated, and
not a route one should
take alone.

On my first trip to
the cemetery, select-
board member Pat
Allen and I were
standing directly in
front of this historic
site, and we did not
even know the ceme-
tery was there.

It was so over-
grown with brush that
no gravestones were
visible. We certainly
should have realized
we had discovered it,
though, as the entire
surrounding landscape
was a beautiful
mowed meadow.

So here was this
overgrown patch of
land with very well
maintained acreage
around it. At our com-
plaint, Mr. Senn did
clear some of the brush from
the entrance to the cemetery
so it could be found by future

expeditions. Pat and I went
back. We brought others who
helped clean the cemetery out.

It has been cleared
out several times
since then, only to
have the brush
grow back due to
the lack of contin-
ued maintenance.  

Some adventur-
ous folks have
hiked and biked to
the cemetery from
Route 63 in
Montague, up Dry
Hill Road to the
top, across washed
out areas of road-
way. This route is
not passable to any
vehicle.  

And so the story
goes, "You can't
get there from
here." You cannot
drive your car to
the cemetery to
visit a gravesite.
You cannot drive a
truck there to take
in equipment to
clear out brush.
You cannot get a
truck with a trailer
and a mower there
to mow the lawn.

And you cannot get a grave-
stone specialist there with
equipment to fix the broken

stones or reset the bases that
are in dire shape due to neg-
lect.

After continued negotia-
tions with Mr. Senn and his
lawyer, and discussion back
and forth about the conse-
quences to the town if the road
were reopened, where the road
really is located, who will
rebuild the road, who will
maintain it, where it will go,
who will suffer, who will gain,
and so on and so forth, Mr.
Senn seemed perfectly willing
to allow the old town road to
the cemetery to be marked out
again, through his land. I can
only wonder where this is all
leading. Monday night's reso-
lution seemed all too simple.

A walking path to the
cemetery will not change the
cemetery's landscape. Nice to
visit, but not maintainable. In
the cemetery commission's
viewpoint, access means
vehicular access, directly up
the "historic" road from
Wendell Road.  No other solu-
tion is acceptable. 

Sue San Soucie is a member
of the Montague cemetery
commission.

The Only Acceptable Solution on Dry Hill Road

BY MIKE NAUGHTON
MONTAGUE - On August 1st,
Montague voters will be asked
to decide whether to approve a
debt exclusion of $2,280,000 to
fund 40% of a total $5.7 million
worth of improvements at the
wastewater treatment plant
(WWTP). According to hand-
outs from the town’s engineer
on this project, Camp Dresser
McGee, the average homeown-
er’s tax bill, at the peak impact
of borrowing, should experience
something on the order of a $48
increase in their tax bill as a

result.
A positive vote would mark a

significant change for funding
projects at the WWTP, since for
over a decade they have been
funded entirely by sewer users'
fees. The decision to go to a
debt exclusion vote raises sever-
al interesting questions.

The first question - whether
all town taxpayers should pay
for a portion of the proposed
sewer work, instead of just
sewer users - has already been
answered, at least for now. In a
decisive majority, town meeting

members decided the answer to
that question is "yes". That deci-

sion has led to the second ques-
tion, to be answered August 1st:
should taxes be raised to cover

those costs?
But there's a related question

I hope will enjoy lively discus-
sion in the weeks before August
1st, and that is whether the out-
come of the vote will determine
the fate of the project or simply
the mechanism for paying for it.
In discussions I've heard, the
importance of a "yes" vote has
been stressed because the proj-
ect is necessary. The implication
is that a "no" vote will make the
repairs and improvements to the
sewer system and the treatment
plant impossible. I agree that the

town needs to do the project, but
I'm less convinced that a nega-
tive vote will stop us. All it will
mean is that we won't be raising
our taxes to pay for it.

From what I can tell, the
decision to recommend funding
the taxpayer portion with a debt
exclusion was made pretty
much at the last minute. In fact,
the decision to use tax monies at
all seems to have come late in
the game, as evidenced by the
unusual situation - unique, in
my experience - of having two

AN EYE ON TOWN FINANCES

What if the Sewer Override Fails?

201 Main St. • Greenfield • 773-7517

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

at Pioneer Regional High in Northfield
David Hastings, Coach

July 11 to 13 9am-3pm Grades 3-6
July 18 to 20 9am-3pm Grades 7-10

Cost $75.00 per player

Register by calling or emailing:
Home: (413) 648-8959
Email: CoachHastings@aol.com

$5 OFF
any purchase
over $15
WITH THIS AD

$5 OFF
any purchase
over $15
WITH THIS AD

Expires 12/31/05

AN
TONIO’S PIZZA

see FINANCES pg 6

A broken gravestone marks one of more than 100
untended graves in the town-owned Dry Hill Cemetery.

DETMOLD PHOTO
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Fitness Classes, Massage & More

We make exercise Fun!!
Located in the French King Entertainment Center

413-423-3954 (ask for Fit Figures) 

30-Minute Fitness Center
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motions for one article, with the
final wording passed out
moments before the vote.
Whatever the merits of those
decisions, I think it's fair to say
that they hadn't been very thor-
oughly thought through before
town meeting, and I think the
discussions on town meeting
floor confirmed that.

Although I have expressed
doubts, as someone who is not
on the sewer, about the fairness
of asking all taxpayers to fund
this project, I'm quite willing to
accept the majority's decision
in this case. But I'm less will-
ing, at this point, to simply
accept the notion that a debt
exclusion is the only way to
pay for it.

Personally, I think we are far

too willing as a town to assume
the only way to fund large cap-
ital projects is by raising taxes.
Perhaps I'm being too simplis-
tic, but it seems equivalent to
thinking that in our personal
lives the only way we can buy a
car or take on a mortgage is to
get a pay raise. Of course, for
most of us, that's not how it
works. If we need to pay for a
big expense over time, we find
the money in our regular bud-
gets, and if it means cutting
back on something else, then
that's what we do.

It's purely a matter of opin-
ion, but my experience on the
finance committee and on the
capital improvements commit-
tee has led me to the conclusion
that as a town we should be
spending more on capital pro-
jects than we are, and I think
the results of not doing so are

all around us. From our side-
walks to our highway depart-
ment fleet to our town build-
ings, I think we have invested
too little and deferred too
much. There are exceptions -
the annual purchase of a police
cruiser is an obvious example -
but I think their rarity proves
the general point.

From what I understand, the
annual cost of this project to
the taxpayers will be about
$150 thousand. That seems like
a lot of money, but I'm remind-
ed that we just added about
$115 thousand a year to the
operating budget for what were
described as long-overdue and
well-deserved pay increases for
town employees. Nobody
spoke up at town meeting of
the need for a tax increase to
cover employees' pay raises.

This was the same meeting

that agreed the only way we
could afford the $4,735 portion
of a dump truck lease not cov-
ered by Chapter 90 funds was
by dipping into the stabiliza-
tion fund. In fact, I don't think
we funded a single capital item
from taxation, a clear break
from past practice. But barely a
month later, we voted to add
$10,300 to the DPW budget, all
of it coming from taxation, and
again there was no mention of
an override.

I'm starting to think there's
something wrong with this pic-
ture, and I think we as a town
need to talk about it. I'll credit
Clark Edwards with saying for
years that we need to look at
our priorities and compare
them to the amount of money
we have to spend. I think he's
right, and I think the longer we
put it off the harder it will be. If

the upcoming debt exclusion
vote fails, the town will be left
facing some hard choices, but
part of me wonders if that
might not be a good thing in the
long run.

Mike Naughton has been a
Montague resident since 1974,
a capital improvements com-
mittee member since fiscal
2002, and a Precinct 2 town
meeting member before that.
He served on the finance com-
mittee for several years. He
can be reached at
mjnaught@crocker.com, or by
looking in the telephone book.
The views expressed here are
his own and are not necessarily
shared by anyone else in town
government, or anywhere else
for that matter.

FINANCES
continued from pg 5

BY IVAN USSACH
The Erving selectboard was

notified by the Franklin County
Housing & Redevelopment
Authority (HRA) that its commu-
nity development block grant
(CDBG) for housing rehabilita-
tion has been approved by the
state. Erving was the lead agent
for the seven-town joint grant,
which totals $1.2 million, and
includes the towns of
Bernardston, Leverett, New
Salem, Northfield, Warwick and
Wendell. A similar proposal had
been denied funding last year by
the granting agency, the Mass
Department of Housing and
Community Development. 

Paul Douglas, HRA's execu-
tive director, said the state
approved all five of the proposals
the HRA submitted, covering 14
towns in Franklin County. "That
made us very happy," Douglas
said. The five grants total
$3,655,960. Speaking of the
"Erving" grant, Douglas said it
received the #1 ranking in the
state, which he said "speaks to the
credit of our staff." According to
Douglas, grant funds will be

made available to individual
homeowners and multi-family
properties where tenants are
income-eligible and owners agree
to keep units affordable.  

HRA director of community
development Donna Cote said the
grant covers a total of 30 units for
the seven towns, with the goal of
an equal number of units for each
community. Erving is slated for
five units. A maximum of
$30,000 will be available for each
unit. Cote said the grant also
includes $24,000 for lead paint
risk assessment inspections. 

After receiving official notifi-
cation of the award and getting
the contracts in order, Douglas
said the HRA will conduct exten-
sive marketing to publicize the
availability of the program funds -
hopefully within the next three
months. In addition to the media,
this may include direct marketing,
Douglas said. The HRA submits a
similar application every summer. 

The selectboard voted to
approve the purchase and sale
agreement for the Mitzkovitz
property located in Ervingside
near the French King Bridge. The

town will purchase the 8.23-acre
parcel for $165,000. A closing
date of July 29th or sooner is
expected. The parcel is located in
the town's Zone II aquifer
recharge area, and is expected to
be protected from development to
ensure the safety of local water
resources.

The board received a copy of
correspondence sent to the state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) by engineering
consultants Tighe & Bond, con-
cerning the Maple Avenue
Landfill in Farley. The new round
of testing required by DEP to
determine the safety of the land-
fill has begun. On July 7th, con-
tractors installed a half-dozen or
more test wells to detect potential
leakage of liquid from the land-
fill. In addition, air testing was
done inside the two town high-
way department buildings cur-
rently located inside the gate of
the old landfill, at the end of
Maple Avenue. The memoran-
dum also stated soil gas monitor-
ing was conducted on July 7th,
with no methane detected at any
of the monitoring sites.

In other news:

The board is in the process of
forming a search committee for
the police chief position. Town
residents interested in serving on
the search committee can contact
town administrator Tom Sharp at
413-422-2800, ext. 100.

Town moderator Richard
Peabody informed the board of
two applicants for the vacancies
on the town finance committee.
However, with both applicants
being town employees, it was
determined they are not eligible to
serve on the committee due to
potential conflicts of interest. The
town still seeks residents to fill
the two vacant slots.

Under the Employee Fuel Oil
Program, the board approved a
pre-paid price of $1.95 for town
employees who choose to partici-
pate in the program; the 30-day
payment price will be $1.98. The
applicability of extending the pro-
gram to retired town employees
will be investigated.

The board received a letter
from Verizon inquiring about pos-
sible cell tower placement on

Mountain Road. However, board
member Jeff Dubay stated that
the desired location is not in an
area zoned for cell tower place-
ment. 

Bob Bitzer has notified the
board of the need for structural
improvements to the French King
Bridge, to repair or replace decay-
ing material. Jeff Dubay will
check into the matter.

The board approved a one-
time payment to MIAA for town
insurance for FY '06. By making
a one-time payment the town will
save $347.

Bill Bembury was recom-
mended as the point person for
submitting requests for CORI
checks on recreation commission
summer employees who will be
working with children. 

The board will submit paper-
work to the state to become eligi-
ble for grant funds through the
Commonwealth Capital program.
The program ranks applying
municipalities according to crite-
ria that reflect adherence to the
sustainability principles devel-
oped by the Romney administra-
tion.

advertising design and layout services
www.boysenhodgson.biz
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Wendell Library and Town Office Projects Advance;
Complaints on Fiske Pond Heard
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BY JOSH HEINEMANN
On June 29th the selectboard

heard reports of progress on the
new library project, the pro-
posed new town offices on
property recently purchased
from Anne Marie Meltzer, and
the new town property at Fiske
Pond. The board also met with
an applicant for town accoun-
tant, and discussed the position
of half-time assessor with the
board of assessors.

The board received word the
Massachusetts Historical
Commission has approved a
grant to help restore the front
two thirds of the present town
office building, to make way for
the construction of the new
library, with some conditions.
Librarian Rose Heidkamp was
delighted that all the commis-
sion required was:  

 An archival photographic
recording of the demolished
back third, inside and outside,
("including one picture of Ted
Lewis in his chair?" asked
selectboard member Dan
Keller) with a set of prints going
to the Historic Commission, and
another set of prints staying in
Wendell.  

 A public interpretive
exhibit of the old town office to
be kept on display in the foyer
of the new library.

 The mothballing and sta-
bilization of the old library
under Mass Historic’s review,
and according to the instruc-
tions on their website. 

Regarding the site of the pro-
posed new town offices, Keller
reported that hazardous materi-
als, mostly paint, will be
removed from Anne Marie
Meltzer's house by the date the
town closed on that property,
Friday, July 1st. He said the fire
department is planning to burn
the structure.  

As for public swimming at
Fiske Pond, administrative
assistant Nancy Aldrich report-
ed she had not yet gotten an
opinion from the Department of
Public Health about testing the
water at that recently acquired
town property. The local board
of health thinks weekly water
testing is required for public
swimming, but a sign posted at
the pond might make that
unnecessary. Selectboard chair
Ted Lewis said there was a
Pittsfield company that would
test the water for $35 instead of
the $100 fee the town had been
considering. 

A neighbor of Fiske Pond,
Kim Smith, came before the
board with several complaints
about the public's use of the
pond, especially on the night of
the summer solstice, June 21st.
She said there were 21 cars
parked along both sides of the
street, drums were being played
at the road until 9:00 p.m., and
there were still 11 cars -  and
noise - at 10:00 p.m. She said
she called police chief Ed Chase
about the problem. 

Keller told her that "No
Parking" signs were on order,
and that in another week cars
not parked in the lot, or parked
after dark, could be towed.
Smith asked if she could call
Dave Arsenault's Towing, but
Keller told her she needed to
call the police, and they would
call Arsenault. Keller suggested
she call members of the select-
board, the conservation com-
mission, or the Friends of Fiske
Pond. Heard suggested she meet
with the conservation commis-
sion if problems persist, and
Lewis suggested Chase be at the
meeting as well.  

Norman Flye met with the
board, responding to the open
position of town accountant. He

has been working for Buckland
one day a week, though not yet
as an accountant. He manages a
bike shop, and worked as one of
Dale Kowacki's team doing
accounts for 11 area towns. He
said the town of Buckland was
hoping that if he were hired in
Wendell the two towns could
combine the positions and pro-
vide benefits.  

Heard recommended that the
board talk with people in
Buckland about him, and the
board asked that Flye provide a
resume and references to
Aldrich, and then meet with
them again for an interview in
two weeks. 

Town assessors Paul Sullivan
and Mary McBride addressed
the board concerning the posi-
tion of half time professional
assessor, as approved at the
annual town meeting. They had
reviewed and were basically
satisfied with the sample job
description from Leverett, and
they asked Aldrich to put ads in
local newspapers, keep a copy
of the job description in her
office, and set up interview
times. Sullivan asked if the
position included benefits, and
finance committee member Lee
Trousdale said, "Yes." Lewis
asked that the selectboard be
informed of any interviews, so
they could attend them along
with the assessors.  

Seal Lamadeleine met the
board with a request to continue
renting the town hall, starting
again in September, for dances
the first Friday of every month.
At the April 6th selectboard
meeting, Lamadeleine had
arranged to rent the hall twice a
month until July, and she con-
sidered those spring dances a
success; her cleanup satisfied
the town custodian.  

She also hopes to rent the

town hall for movement classes
for children, four weeks in
August, charging on a scale that
allows low income children to
attend, and asked if it were pos-
sible to use the town common
for those classes in good weath-
er. Keller said the minimum fee
would have to be $15 to cover
the largest summer expense:
pumping the town hall tight
tank, a cost incurred even if she
had classes on the common and
used only the bathrooms in the
town hall. Selectboard member
Christine Heard suggested she
contact the town recreation
committee, Robbie Heller, to
see if she could get him to spon-
sor her and cover the cost of
renting the town hall. Keller
told her she could contact town
coordinator Nancy Aldrich after
speaking with Heller.  

Sigrid Hughes and William
Labich from the Franklin
Regional Council of
Governments (COG) met with
the board regarding a Natural
Hazard Mitigation Plan offered
by the COG. Hughes said that
the plan was an awareness tool,
and that the town was not
required to take action on any of
the action items, but once the
plan is adopted by the select-
board, the town would be eligi-
ble for FEMA grants to go
towards recommended actions.
Road boss Dan Bacigalupo, fire
chief Everett Rickets, and police
chief Ed Chase all have copies
of the plan. The board voted to
adopt the plan provisionally,
and allow time to review it more
completely before accepting it
permanently.  

Heard told the other board
members she had followed up
on a previous noise complaint
from Cooleyville Road resident
John Cremins, who had come
before the board on May 18th to

complain about a band practic-
ing late at night near his home.
He told her that since that meet-
ing, the band had continued
practicing, but now they
stopped before 9:00 p.m.   

The board signed a letter
thanking Don Chapelle for the
years of work he has put into the
conservation commission and as
representative to the Franklin
County Solid Waste District.  

Keller reported that he and
Lewis walked around a town
owned property on Cooleyville
Road to see how appropriate it
might be for a town public water
supply. It is in the Quabbin
watershed, and the parcel is
large enough so a well can be
placed easily within the legally
required 150 feet from any bor-
der. The whole area is wet, so a
road would need to be built for
well digging equipment, and the
conservation commission would
have to be consulted.  

Aldrich told the board that
the amount of USDA borrowing
the town is contemplating will
require yearly audits. 

A representative of the tele-
phone company met the board
with a request to place five
poles on Farley Road, going 900
feet beyond the last house on the
same side of the road. The poles
are already tagged and lying in
place with stakes marking their
proposed location. The board
approved the new poles.    

At the close of the meeting,
Keller gave a summary of a con-
versation he had with Lee
Trousdale of the finance com-
mittee about the effect of all the
large capital projects the town is
considering. Broadly, the town
is retiring a similar debt load,
and the resulting change in the
tax rate will be relatively small,
Keller said.

8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)



8 July 14, 2005THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

• SEPTIC & DRAINAGE SYSTEMS • SAND, GRAVEL & LOAM

MAIN ROAD, GILL

DOUGLAS EDSON (413) 863-4462

Renaissance
Excavating
COMPLETE SITE

WORK

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles

the board, because, he said, board
member Donald Richardson
owns hundreds of acres in town
which could be developed more
easily with less restrictive regula-

tions, and his brother runs a
prominent excavation business.
He said it would be prudent if that
potential conflict were researched
by counsel. Former board mem-
ber Gloria Kegeles added she
thought Richardson should recuse
himself from the decision

because it was an ethical violation
for an official to make a decision
that involved money for himself
or members of his family. Board
member Harry Williston called
that comment was out of order,
but Mary McBride demanded,
"How can you say that?"  

Williston said, "We will have
to review that with town coun-
sel." He asked if there were any
more comments.

McBride said, "I don't think
there is anything more valuable
than clean water; I think the old
regulations were thoughtfully
conceived." Ellis asked again
what science justified changing
the old regulations, and Williston
said, "The board will have to

check it out further." Mason
Phelps said it seemed clear that
more separation would allow
more protection.  

Williston said that the pro-
posed new regulations estab-
lished minimum separations, and
that a responsible engineer and
health agent would insist on more
separation if conditions warrant-
ed them. Phelps said that devel-
opers and sometimes engineers
just accept the minimum legal
requirement, and protection of
groundwater would then be left
up to individual homeowners.  

Broll said, "I would feel more
confident if I knew that things
would stay at home, and not trav-
el in a plume of contamination
down gradient from a leach
field."

Williston said, "I know there
are underground streams. Burt
Goddard doused to find my well
and we located my septic system
with that in mind." Broll said that
a greater distance would mean it
takes longer for pollutants to trav-
el from a septic system to a well,
and if you can find information I
would love to hear about it.  

McBride asked why the
changes were being proposed,
and Richardson answered that the
old regulations make the cost of
building excessive. McBride said,
"That's it? Just money?" and
Richardson answered, "There is
no identifiable benefit, but the
(added) cost is significant."
McBride asked, "Do you consid-
er the cost of cleanup? If you can't
drink water out of the tap, it gets
really expensive. These changes
are like electric heat: it saves
money on installation, but the
later cost is high." 

Richardson said he has not
been able to locate any informa-
tion that convinces him that the
larger separation provides needed

protection. McBride insisted this
was a matter of common sense.  

Kegeles said that the role of
the board of health was to protect
the environment and public
health, not to contain short term
costs. All these changes will cost
more in the long run, requiring
homeowners to replace shallow
wells with deep wells, allowing
widespread pollution that will
require chlorine to be added into
drinking water, she cautioned.
Chlorine combines with organic
compounds in water to make car-
cinogens and compounds that
cause birth defects, she said. She
submitted two names for the
board to confer with: Marcia
Benes, of the Massachusetts
Association of Health Boards,
and Paul Nietupski, a Title V
engineer, and the DEP in
Springfield.

Ellis reiterated his opposition
to the changes, especially the idea
of valuing short term costs over
long term protection. He said
there was a good reason why the
town has never had more than
2,000 residents; the land will not
support more.

Williston said prior to the
meeting the board had received
four written comments post-
marked on time, and one post-
marked late but received on
time; three of the five supported
the changes, and the other two
opposed them.  

Phelps suggested that the
board hold off on changes until
they can demonstrate, using
available science, what their
effect will be. He questioned if
this second part of the hearing
was legal since the entire board
was not present. Williston said
Martha Senn will listen to the
tapes made in the second evening
of the hearing, and he closed the
hearing citing other business the
board needed to attend to.  

Broll asked if there were a way
for the public to keep up with the
decision making process without
attending every meeting.
Williston answered that a deci-
sion would not be made tonight,
and probably not at the next meet-
ing either. At Broll's suggestion
he said the board could
post the information. 

The Turners Falls Fire Department will host a

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
at the Turners station on 

July 14th from 1 to 7 p. m.
Red Cross officials say that sumer is a typically a slower period for blood donatins,

yet the need fjor blood increases sharply during the vacatin season Please take an hour
out ot your schedule and donate a unit of blood.

Red Cross will be giving out T-shirts and “Buy one-Get One Free” admissions to 6
Flags New England as a thank you.

Call 1-800-448-3543 to make an appointment. Walk-ins are always welcome.

WENDELL
continued from pg 1

•45 Years of Growing
Experience

•200 Acres of Nursery 
Plants

•Garden Center & Gifts
•Container Plants
•Landscape Design
•Residential Plants
•Trees & Shrubs, Mulch
•Annuals & Perennials
•Delivery Service 
Available

Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7am - 7pm

Saturday 7am - 5:30pm

Nursery and Garden Center
135 Millers Falls Road

Turners Falls, MA 01376
Tel: (413) 863-2510
Fax: (413) 863-3079



9July 14, 2005 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
USABLE METALS

ARTHUR COHEN
413-498-5043

LAMP REPAIRS
LAMP PARTS

9 MT. HERMON RD.
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360

Just TThings
We Buy Anything From a Pin

To An Elephant

TIM PREVOST
Residential Loan Officer

Call now for free consultation and pre-approval! 

A division of National City Bank of Indiana

• V.A. Loans • Construction Financing • Stated Income • Low
and No Money Down Programs • No Documentation Loans

773-8984National City
Mortgage R

Raymond DiDonato lives in
Wendell with his wife and two
children. He is a researcher at
UMass and enjoys writing.

Doug Turner, 53, married to
Sue, father of two, recently a
granddad, housepainter,
reporter, writer, poet, navy veter-
an, resident of New Salem since
1987.

Fran Dolan, distinguished
defense attorney and master
rose gardener, was the last mod-
erator of Montague's open town
meeting.

Sita Lang, originally from
Minnesota, has resided in
Turners Falls since 2003. She is
the owner of Plow Frau and Bow
Wow, and writes for her own
amusement.

Paul Kaufman lives in
Montague Center and likes to
write fiction and poetry.

C O N T R I B U T O R ' S  N O T E S : the poetry page

Lines Written 
on Receiving a Poem 
(Patricia)

Which is more beautiful
The poem written
The rose given

I do not know God said
Is it the thoughtfulness,

I asked
It is the gift of love

God spoke

--Fran Dolan
Turners Falls

POND FREEZING

Still spirits awaken near dawn, 
their voices rise entwined
from underworld currents, 
searching solid form.

Deep dead winter whips
slash through the pond;
a haunting, hollow, sorrowful song.

Snapping in anguish,
short shallow gasps,
then long high wails; a thin wire
winding tight.

Ghost babies giggle
and glass shards tinkle
forming ice crystal fingers
that play a dead sand shore.

Now desperate groans roar
and fall toward daylight,
spitting, hissing, gasping. Still.
Frozen.

--Sita Lang

"The Old Red Bridge"  (Turners Falls)

Battered and worn, you creak, you sigh,
A guarded beggar soon to die,
Sentenced for crime it did not know,
Unless it be a sin to grow
Too old for service, much too old
To brave another winter's cold
And the wild rage that March may bring
To herald the approach of spring.

Return you ghosts of long ago.
Return and sing his requiem low,
Come back along the lamp-lit way,
Horse-drawn carriage, coach and shay,
Acclaim him - a good bridge can
Be such a royal friend to man.
The old must ever give way to the new
Old friends must die, old bridges too.

--Johanna Dolan
Turners Falls

What I Had Missed

There were circus elephants 
coming down Main Street 
gray and wrinkled and
triumphant 
noses in the air stingray 
ears undulating 
bright red blankets with 
gold embroidery such 
flamboyant finery so 
out of place on 
mountainous gray backs.

Banners and pennants 
fluttered on lamppost 
and telephone pole as if 

a war were finally over 
or some anniversary 
were upon us but I 
could not recall seeing anything in 
the newspaper or 
hearing anything on 
the radio.

I could only stand 
gaping in silent confusion 
as the great gray beasts 
paraded by 
wondering what 
I had missed.

--Paul Kaufman
Montague 

In the end we know STUFF
less than all the things we found.
Start cleaning today. --Sita Lang

[This poem was written by Francis Dolan's mother, Johanna, after the bridge was dismantled in 1942. The Old Red
Bridge, built in 1878, was a smaller version of the Brooklyn Bridge and built by the same engineer - both were sus-
pensions. The abutments stood some 400 feet above the dam.] 

Saxophone Sadness

Downstairs afternoon
saxophone sadness
Hitchcock's Rear Window,
dark cloud caps

never no sun come
out of her perhaps
tropical get away
from it all naps

downstairs saxophone
beret type taps
afternoon saxophone
solitary jazz maps

beatniks brooding
in a turtleneck flat,
afternoon downstairs
saxophone sadness

downstairs afternoon
saxophone sadness,
subterranean glimpse;
beards, brass and poets

downstairs saxophone
fluttering gladness
upstairs prose prone
typewriter claps

Ti Jean sitting
surrounded by cats
downstairs afternoon
saxophone sadness

- a poem in memory 
of Jack Kerouac

--Doug Turner, 
New Salem

Summer

What news will the summer bring,
now that spring has past?
While blossoms rise and sparrows sing,
and verdant fields grow fast.

What news, then, will tomorrow share,
but that spring's affairs won't last?
That the labors upon which lovers dare,
shall ripen, and spoiled, be cast.

-- Raymond DiDonato

Thanks to all who submitted
poetry for this issue. The
Poetry Page will return in
August.

Readers are invited to send
poems to the Montague
Reporter at 24 3rd Street,
Turners Falls 01376; or
reporter-poems@montague-
ma.net

Poetry Page 
edited by 
Christopher
Sawyer-Laucanno 
& Chris Janke,
designed by
Boysen Hodgson

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666



nor put a fence in the public
way," he added. 

Ironically, it is the location of
such a fence that has been a
major sticking point for the town
all along.

Pill wanted the selectboard to
understand that Senn approved
of working with a surveyor,
adding that his client could hire
one of his own should there be
differences of opinion as to the
exact location of the road.

"Should there be a divergence
on the map, the town is prepared
to move forward. Let's not let
the atmosphere be misleading,"
replied Ross.

While the discussion
remained focused and respect-
ful, some issues may yet prove
to be stumbling blocks on the
road ahead. Cemetery commis-
sion member Sue SanSouci
asked whether the town was
planning to make the road acces-
sible to vehicular traffic. She
reminded the selectboard that
getting maintenance equipment
to the cemetery could be diffi-
cult otherwise.

"The town will have to look
at it. It's a steep road up there,"
replied Ross.

"The goal is to get access by
the average citizen," added Pat
Allen, member of the select-
board.

Finally, in what appeared to

be a test of the evening's pleas-
antries, John Reynolds asked
whether existing drainage could
be used by the town to handle
the issue of runoff. In a split sec-
ond response, his finger raised to
make the point, Pill declared,
"There are no drainage ease-
ments!" This may pose a prob-
lem, because Senn has repeated-
ly stated he will not allow his
land to be affected by runoff or
by road surfacing materials
spilling onto his property.

"Why should the town after
so many years bear so much of
the burden? We were blocked
off, couldn't maintain the road.
Now we have to fix the decay,"
asked Mark Bander, reflecting
the exasperation of many pre-
sent.

"They blocked the access, but
never damaged it themselves,"
responded Pill. While Senn and
his attorney were thanked for
their time, it was apparent those
present doubted whether a
smooth road lay ahead on the
oft-contested Dry Hill Road.

Cable RFP Affirmed
In other matters, the select-

board once again considered the
issue of local cable access and a
request for proposals (RFP) to
determine a local access
provider. Two months ago, in a
two to one vote, the board
agreed to issue an RFP to deter-
mine what entity would best
serve the town's needs for local

cable access. For the past three
years, Greenfield Community
Television Inc. has been the
town's local access provider,
working within the framework
of a letter of intent, which has
been the subject of sometimes
conflicting legal interpretations.
Monday night, in a letter read
aloud at the  selectboard meet-
ing, town counsel William
Hewig, of the law firm
Kopelman and Paige, gave the
green light to move ahead with
issuing the RFP, stating that any
legal challenge to the board's
decision would be unlikely to
stand up in court. When the for-
mer selectboard made the deci-
sion to give GCTV rights to
serve the town of Montague,
stated Hewig, it should have
gone to town meeting to ratify
its decision. If it did not do so,
Hewig said, the town’s agree-
ment with GCTV is not legally
binding.

At a special town meeting
called by citizen initiative peti-
tion on December 5, 2001, town
meeting overwhelmingly passed
a resolution asking the select-
board to “extend the contract of
Montague Community Cable,
Inc. (also known as MCTV) as
the community access provider
for the town of Montague, with
service provided to Gill and
Erving, through 2003.” Town
meeting has taken no other vote
on the issue since then.

Before December, 2001,

MCTV was the town’s cable
access provider for 11 years.

Ross, who voted against issu-
ing an RFP (which is not
required for a town to choose a
cable provider), made it clear
differences remain over the
decision and over the specific
content of the RFP prepared by
the town's cable advisory com-
mittee. But the board agreed to
reach a final version of the cable
RFP at its regularly scheduled
August 8th meeting.

Montague Center Concerns
John and Lynn Reynolds

spoke for the preservation of
agricultural land. "We're going
to lose farms. It is tough to keep
marginal farms from going
under," said John Reynolds.
"Tax assessments are too extra-
ordinarily high," added Lynn
Reynolds, referring to the fact
that the tax rate for farm build-
ings is the same as for other
commercial uses in
Massachusetts. She urged town
leaders to be proactive, although
this aspect of the tax code is
governed by the state legislature.
The town's new agricultural
commission will meet on
Tuesday, July 19th at 6:30 p.m.
in the town hall. It is open to the
public and seeking members.

The Greenfield Road bridge
was also raised as an issue of
concern for local residents.
Abbondanzio said he was
engaged in ongoing dialogue

with engineers from the
Massachusetts Highway
Department about the bridge.

Town planner Robin
Sherman reported on the prob-
lem of road erosion along the
Sawmill River, north of the
intersection of Meadow and
Greenfield Roads. According to
Sherman, damage from storms
during the period of March 27th
- April 14th, 2004 were respon-
sible for the erosion. As a result,
the town is eligible for funding
from the Emergency Watershed
Protection Program, a federal
program which will reimburse
the town for 75% of the cost of
the $205,000 needed for mitigat-
ing the erosion.

"The problem doesn't threat-
en the road now, but it will," said
Sherman. The Montague DPW
would pay for the balance, like-
ly out of Chapter 90 monies,
according to Abbondanzio. The
board approved the application
for federal funding, contingent
on the written approval of DPW
superintendent Tom Bergeron.

Landfill Update
Abbondanzio also provided

an update on the proposed
Turnpike Road landfill project.
Following the approval of town
meeting to issue an RFP for the
project, the engineering firm of
Camp Dresser and McKee has
completed a draft request for
proposals. The revised docu-
ment will be presented to the

selectboard - and to the pub-
lic - for televised hearings.
The final decision to
approve a vendor and pro-
ject would be up to town
meeting, Abbondanzio said.

Abbondanzio said he
hopes to have a decision
about the vendor made by
January or February, and -
with town meeting's blessing
- a contract by March.
However, he cautioned the
current timeframe could be
hasty. He said it might be
years before groundbreaking
could actually occur at the
landfill.

In other business
Revisions on the town's

new noise regulations will
soon be completed. A public
hearing will be scheduled
for input at a date to be
determined.

The Turners Falls
streetscape beautification
project is making great
progress. Most of the
planters have been adopted
by local businesses and indi-
viduals. A competition will
recognize the best efforts.

The Northeast Foundation
for Children has closed on its
66 2nd Street property; reno-
vations have begun there.
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Real Good Food!
BREAKFAST,

LUNCH & DINNER
Closed Tuesdays

Beer & Wine
Soft Serve Ice Cream
Rte. 2 • Gill, Mass.

Order ahead: 
863-8210

We Do Catering!
Take Out or Eat In Out

on the Patio!

Power Town 
Apartments

professionally managed by:

HallKeen Management, Inc.
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

Sharon Cottrell
Property Manager

152 Avenue A
P.O. Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413-863-9433

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Great Falls Middle School
4th Quarter Honor Roll

for Grade 7
FIRST HONORS
Juliana Aprileo
Ashley Bailey
Jill Bernard
Emma Butynski
Katelyn Flaherty
Lucas Foley
Matthew Garber
Ashley Gibson
Megan Grimard
Olivia Nicotra
Carlyn Perry
Sergiu Placinta
Evan Pleasant
Cayla Pollard
Kathleen Rinaldi
Dustin Rivard
Elena Rushford
Christopher Shattuck
Sarah Underwood
Alex Westfall
Matthew Wozniak

SECOND HONORS
Donna Lee Bettencourt
Kayla Breor
Jaryd Buzzell
Amanda Carlisle
Samantha Horan
Cassandra Kazar
Jacob Lapean
Melani Sicard
Yaritza Torres
THIRD HONORS
Eric Bastarache
Meagan Beauregard
Hannah Brown
Nataliya Buhakova
Daniel Cruz
Joshua Cruz
Christopher McMahon
Justin Pacheco
Cassandra Rounds
Kathleen Sikoski
Amanda Smith
Chelsea Tela

FIRST HONORS
Yekaterina Alimova
David Bennett 
Leah Booker
Samuel Colton 
Julianna Coyle 
Theodore Dunbar
Nadezhda Filobokova
Joshua Gammon
Jodi Hallett 
Nicholas Imbimbo
Kelsey Kane
Erin Kelley
Atma Khalsa
Kimberly Nelson
Sara Pease
Shelby Sayer
Nicholas Skarzynski
Jeremiah Wawrzyniak
Jessica Westover
Lindsey Wilson
Samantha Wondoloski

SECOND HONORS
Kimberly Arsenault
Emma Banning
Christopher Humphrey
Danielle Moore
Erika Romashka
Gaige Tencati

THIRD HONORS
Raegene Abbott
Benjamin Banash
Jake Benedict
Justin Bernard
Brandon Breault
Ashley Costa
Jay Demers
Adam Felton
Allison Giknis
Tyler Hagmaier
Tanishia Heath
Amber Henry
Shamari Kelly
Jackie Morin
Olga Samokhina

Great Falls Middle School
4th Quarter Honor Roll

for Grade 8

DRY HILL
continued from pg 1
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

Assessors Find a New Member; Planning Board May
Hand Off Special Permitting to ZBA

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

farm fresh produce organic produce
fresh eggs grass fed local beef

perennials maple products
honey baked goods

BY DAVID DETMOLD
The sole remaining member

of the Gill board of assessors
appeared before the selectboard
on July 11th to recommend a
replacement for Fred Rutz, who
resigned from the assessors post
last month.(Don LaChance,
who was elected to the third,
open, seat on the assessors
declined to accept the position.)
Greg Snedeker, elected with
LaChance at the May town elec-
tion, placed the name of JoAnn
Greenleaf into nomination, and
she was approved by unanimous
roll call vote of the selectboard
and Snedeker. Greenleaf will
bring considerable experience
to the role; she is currently the
director of assessing for the
town of Montague.

Assessors' clerk Harriet A.
Tidd, who officially retired last
month, is still working to keep
the files in order in the asses-

sors' office, until her successor
can be hired. According to
administrative assistant Deb
Roussel, the town has received
four applicants for the position.
Since one of the applicants is
Greenleaf's son, Greenleaf will
be recusing herself from the
interview process, Roussel said.

On Monday, July 11th, the
selectboard sent a letter to the
planning board, endorsing pro-
posed revisions to the town's
zoning bylaws to transfer spe-
cial permitting authority from
the planning board to the zoning
board of appeals (ZBA). After a
peer-to-peer consultation with
Deborah Dachos, director of
planning for the town of
Agawam, the selectboard
agreed with the recommenda-
tion to revitalize the largely
moribund ZBA, expand it from
three to five seats, and grant it
the power to authorize special

permits for various land uses in
town. Taking this task from the
planning board, it was felt,
would allow the planning board
to spend more time actually
engaged in long range planning
for the town.

The planning board would
have to hold a public hearing on
the proposed bylaw changes.
The planning board will begin
to consider the selectboard's
recommendations at their meet-
ing Thursday evening, July 14th
at 7 p.m. In their letter, the
selectboard said, "We look for-
ward to working with you to
effect positive changes for the
future of Gill."

Also at the Monday, July
11th meeting, the selectboard
accepted bids for stone and
gravel and bituminous concrete
($37 per ton from Lane
Construction). Trew Corp of
Sunderland won the bid for

traprock ($9.80 per ton), Warner
Bros. took the bid for 5/16ths
inch crushed stone ($8.65 per
ton) and Mackin took the
remaining bids for a variety of
crushed stone and gravel at any-
where from $4.06 per ton for
bank run gravel to $8.88 per ton
for 1½ inch crushed stone. The
board remarked on how the ris-
ing price of gas seemed to have
affected the bids from contrac-
tors farther afield.

Sergeant Redmond of the
Gill police stopped by to ask the
board to authorize a Homeland
Security grant application, for
$1200, for more radios. He
remarked that the federal grant
money available for the town's
emergency preparedness was
$840 less than last year. The
grant will be split with the fire
department, Redmond said.

The selectboard signed pur-
chase orders from various

departments, including $20,000
for a new Jaws of Life extrac-
tion tool for the fire department,
(an expenditure approved at the
June town meeting), and $500
for repair of a clutch and spring
on fire engine Number #3.

Roussel reported John
McDonough of the Franklin
County Sheriff's Department
had personally assured her that
help was on the way for painting
the Gill town hall, through the
prison's community service
work program. "Maybe by fall,"
said Rousell, "but definitely by
spring." 

"Fall would be better,"
replied board chair Phil
Maddern. "The church is getting
painted, the store is getting
painted…"

"…We've got to keep up with
the Joneses," finished Ann
Banash.

the Universe by Jane Wagner, and The Nerd by
Larry Shue. Each show runs Tuesdays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m.

Being fortunate enough to attend Blithe
Spirit, I was entirely engaged by the period set
and professional acting. The more one attends
theatre, the more one may find it difficult sur-
rendering to the suspended disbelief good the-
atre requires. There was no problem leaving the
real world behind as I was swept up into the
Condomine's living room in 1941 Kent. The ten-
nis match dialog kept all of us on the edge of our
seats waiting for the next domestic zinger to end
the match 40s/Love.

Not only does the PVST provide excellent,
local shows for adults, this season has three out-
door performances for children. The classic sto-
ries of Charlotte's Web, Stone Soup, and Beauty
and the Beast, presented by the Theatre for
Young Audiences, will captivate the hearts and
minds of younger audiences whose willing
belief is more easily available. Their perform-
ances run Wednesdays through
Saturdays at 10 a.m.

The expert blending of these
gentlemen's voices alone was
worth the price of admission.

Another strength of the
show was the singing quality
of the chorus. Usually not a
standout of local productions,
the quality of sound produced
by River City's townsfolk
won the audience with its
strength and sweetness. Who
cared if the kids could play
their instruments, after listen-
ing to the parents sing? 

The Costume Crew was in
fine fettle. The combination
of Deb Closson, Gail
Villeneuve and Sharon
Weyers should be added to
the list of modern-day super-
heroes - The Thrilling Three,
or something. They really
outdid themselves outfitting
every cast member to the
nines with the utmost care
and authenticity.  

Alan Maynard devoted his
considerable talent to the lead
role with wit and energy. His
Harold Hill was at all times a
solid presence on stage, his
sound singing voice enchant-
ing, and his charm enough to
loosen the stays of the
starchiest librarian. Maynard
is one of the local greats who
has given himself to various
theatrical organizations and
their shows over the years.
He is always a delight to
watch - never steps out of
character for a second - and
can give a look or raise an
eyebrow with more elo-
quence than most declaimers
utter lines.  

Other outstanding per-
formances were turned in by
Andrew Boivin as "delin-
quent" Tommy Djilas;
Stephanie Devine as Marian
Paroo who sang so sweetly;
Alex Fortune as Winthrop
Paroo, who tickled all of us
with his rendition of "Gary,

Indiana"; Sara Gibson as
Zaneeta Shinn, giddy daugh-
ter of the town's mayor;
David Grout, a natural in the
part of Marcellus Washburn,
who generously shared his
good pacing and humor;
Marvin Shedd, the bumbling
but well-intentioned Mayor
Shinn; and Amber Sumner
who portrayed a graceful and
humble Ethel Toffelmire.  

Directed by Richard
Martin, this production, like
any gem, had a few minor
flaws. Some awkwardly long
scene changes, for example,
could have been eased by the
orchestra playing a few riffs
while we waited.  

The cleverly devised set
design by Ivan Park and
Richard Martin enhanced the
experience and well utilized
the limited space at the Shea.
The orchestra was placed in
view atop the scenery, inter-
esting to observe. The single,
solid backdrop had a swivel

panel in the middle, changing
Main Street into the Paroo
porch in nothing flat. And a
portion of the orchestra seat-
ing area was cleared to make
way, as needed, for the interi-
or of a train, part of Marian
the Librarian's workplace and
a footbridge with ingenious,
simple devices.  

Theatre is a genuine gift to
the human experience. It
makes us laugh, cry, think,
sing and applaud. We can for-
get our daily hassles and
become emerged in a story
not quite our own, but not
entirely someone else's. For
those reasons and more, you
will enjoy treating yourself to
a live theatre performance or
two wherever you go this
summer.  

The Pioneer Valley
Summer Theatre's 2005 sea-
son will run through August
20th at the Williston
Northampton School in
Easthampton. For tickets and
information, please visit their
website at www.summerthe-
atre.net, or call 413-529-
3434. The Country Players'
The Music Man will con-
tinue this weekend on
Friday and Saturday nights,
July 15th and 16th at 8
p.m., and there will be a 2
p.m. matinee on Sunday,
July 17th. For reservations,
call the Shea Theater at
413-863-2281.

BLITHE
continued from pg 1

MUSIC
continued from pg 1
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IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE
Easy in-town location
Secure 24-hour access

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County’s Newest

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to inquire

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

774-7775
UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

VARIETY OF
SIZES

PLENTY
AVAILABLE

413-863-3780413-863-3780

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

LIEBENOW AUTO BODY
“WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB”

Insurance Collision Repairs
We Accept All
Insurance Companies
Auto Glass Replacements
Shop Rental Car
Frame & Unibody
Straightening

774-4420
163 WELLS STREET

GREENFIELD

Mass Repair Shop #1839

LOCAL PICK-UP
& DELIVERY

Quality Work on All Makes & Models
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged

POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST
The Old Toll Bridge

BY LIONEL GIRARD
MONTAGUE -In February
1792, Lyman Taft and other
interested men petitioned at the
General Court in Boston for a
bridge across the Connecticut
River, between Montague and
Deerfield, above the mouth of
the Deerfield River.

Finally, in June 1796, by
virtue of an Act for them, a cor-
poration was formed and shares
sold to pay the cost of the bridge.

On November 26th, 1802, the
bridge was opened to traffic
between Montague and
Deerfield. The bridge, according
to specifications, had to be at
least 25 feet wide, the flooring of
plank and the sides boarded up
to four feet for the security of
travelers.

It was a wooden bridge, con-
sisting of four arches, each 120
feet long. The arches were ten
inches wide and twenty inches
thick, made up of planks placed
one above the other so as to
break the joints, and held togeth-

er by large iron bolts.
The whole unit, all connected

by huge timbers, was supported
by two abutments and three
piers, all of stone. The length of
the bridge was 620 feet and cost
about $11,000.

The bridge was destroyed or
partially destroyed in the follow-
ing years: 1813, 1824, 1828,
1838, 1859 and 1861 and was
totally rebuilt in 1869. This last
covered bridge across the
Connecticut River, between
Montague and Greenfield, was
built by H.A. Wright and Brother
in the year 1869. It was built
with tracks across the top. The
first train crossed over this new
bridge on November 16th, 1869.

It was not until the greatest of
all floods hit the Connecticut
River on March 18th  - 20th,
1936 that this old bridge, the
largest of its kind in the country,
succumbed to the pounding
waters and ice rushing down
from the north.

The Old Montague City Toll Bridge
COURTESY OF THE MONTAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE is facing

federal and state EPA man-
dates to clean up its act on
combined sewer overflows
(CSO), which allow untreat-
ed sewage to flow into the
Connecticut River from three
different locations in town.
If voters approve the pro-
posed debt exclusion to help
pay the cost of the $2.2 mil-
lion repairs needed to solve
the CSO problem, they will
raise the tax levy, on aver-
age, about $150,000 a year.

Some have protested it is
unfair for non-sewer users to
pay for anything having to
do with the town's sewer
lines, even if it is the town as
a whole that faces federal
fines for failing to correct a
major environmental prob-
lem. But town administrator
Frank Abbondanzio puts this
argument on its head by
arguing that Montague tax-
payers are already realizing
a subsidy from sewer users
for the treatment of rainwa-
ter and groundwater that
finds its way into the sewer
lines - and is treated at the
wastewater treatment plants
in Montague and Ervingside
along with metered sewage.
The town receives a dis-
counted bill for this unneces-
sarily treated rainwater and
groundwater - termed
"inflow and infiltration" -
but the per gallon rate is a
fraction of what sewer users
pay to treat metered sewage.

Bob Trombley, director of
the Water Pollution Control
Facility, could not say exact-
ly how deep this discount to
the taxpayers was. But he
said inflow and infiltration
makes up a huge percentage
of the flow received at the
treatment plants in Montague
City and Ervingside. "In
Montague, the percentage of
"I & I" at the Greenfield

Road plant is approaching
45%," said Trombley. "At
the Ervingside treatment
plant, Montague contributes
55% of the flow (since the
paper mill there shut down),
and 55% of Montague's flow
comes from inflow and infil-
tration."

Ervingside treatment plant
operator Mike Pierce seemed
surprised to hear Trombley's
"I & I" estimate. "Are you
sure he got the percentages
right?" he asked. Most of the
sewer pipes in Millers Falls
were replaced in the 1990s,
which should have eliminat-
ed a large portion of the
groundwater leaks and old
storm water drains connected
to the system. But Trombley
stuck by his earlier quotes,
although he could offer no
concrete explanation for the
high inflow and infiltration
flows in Millers.

"There's defects in any
system put into the street,"
Trombley said. But in the
90s, when the new pipes
went in, the town surveyed
homes throughout Millers
Falls to identify sump pumps
that might be connected to
the system. These sump
pumps, removing unwanted
groundwater or runoff in
homeowners’ basements, are
one likely source of unwant-
ed - and unmetered - inflow
to the sewer lines.
"Wherever we found a sump
pump connected to the sys-
tem, we ordered the home-
owner to disconnect,"
Trombley said. But he admit-
ted no follow up survey had
been conducted since.

Trombley said the total
cost to Montague taxpayers
for inflow and infiltration
was estimated at $121,369
for Fiscal '06. Abbondanzio
pegged the number even
higher - over $145,000 -
nearly equal to the annual

increase taxpayers will face
if the debt exclusion vote
passes August 1st.

If the combined sewer
overflow remediation is cou-
pled with planned improve-
ments to the Montague
wastewater treatment facili-
ty, the combined repairs will
cost the town roughly $5.7
million. But this money will
buy very little in I & I abate-
ments, Trombley warned.

"There's some money in
there for smoke testing roof
leaders,” he said. Roof lead-
ers from flat roofs in down-
town Turners, still connected
to the sewer system, are
another source of I & I, but
Trombley said they likely
provide only a small fraction
of the total flow.

A much larger portion of I
& I flows come from the
10% of Montague sewers
that still combine metered
sewage with stormwater
lines. "We're not going to be
separating these," said
Trombley.

Still, the wastewater boss
said anything the town could
do to focus on and reduce the
problem of inflow and infil-
tration now would reduce the
impact of added debt service
for the upcoming CSO and
treatment plant repairs.
Fixing leaking manholes,
sending TV cameras up pipes
to search out groundwater
leaks or uncapped storm
water lines, and checking for
excessive flows in the sys-
tem are ongoing projects for
the WPCF. But average citi-
zens can get involved too.
So, if your neighbor's base-
ment stays dry all through a
rainy spring while you have
to wear rubber boots to walk
down to the laundry room,
take heed! Maybe that inter-
mittent humming noise you
hear is the sound of a sump
pump adding to your tax bill. 

Inflow and Infiltration a Burden
for Wastewater Treatment

North Quabbin Garden Tour 

Over a dozen gardens of every
size, style, and design, some formal
and some with special places for
wildlife, will be featured July 17th on
the North Quabbin Garden Tour. The
event, sponsored by the Athol Bird
and Nature Club to benefit the Millers
River Environmental Center, has
become the highlight of the summer
season for many hilltop residents.
These wonderful private gardens are
set in the rural backdrop of the North
Quabbin woods where views of

Mount Grace, Tully Lake and numer-
ous small streams and garden ponds
can be enjoyed.

The tour is from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Tickets are $5.00 per per-
son and are available that morning at
Maple Valley Farm or outside the
Wheeler Public Library in Orange.
Tix in advance from: the Miller's
River Environmental Center, Lu's
Florist in Orange, and Athol Agway.
Lunch available at the North Orange
Church, established in 1781. There
will be plants for sale at the Maple
Valley Farm Stand.



13 July 14, 2005THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Baptist
Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver
Street, Greenfield, 774-6438
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7
p.m. Youth Bible Club at 6:45 p.m.

First Baptist Church of Turners
Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-
9083
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., and
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Christian Science
First Church of Christ Scientist,
110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-
9765
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-

8514    Sunday at 10 a.m.
Congregational 
Gill Congregational Church,
Main Rd., 863-8613    Sunday at
10 a.m. 
First Congregational Church, 19
Bridge St., Millers Falls, 659-3430
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. Bible study Wed. at 7 p.m

Episcopal
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,
Seventh and Prospect St., Turners,
863-4602
Sunday at 9 a.m.

Friends (Quakers)
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting of
Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-
9188
Sunday at 10 a.m.

Jewish
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St.,
Greenfield, 773-5884
Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of

the month) and Saturday at 9:30
a.m.; schedule does vary, it is
advisable to call in advance

Lutheran
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 23
Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Nondenominational
Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners,
863-2771
Sunday at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., and
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

National Spiritual Alliance
2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant,
367-0138    Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Unity in the Pioneer Valley Church
401 Chapman Street, Guiding
Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday
at 10 a.m.
Roman Catholic
Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K.
St., Turners, 863-4748

Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.;
Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m.;
Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday-
Friday at 5:30 p.m.
(Confession one half hour prior to
mass)

St. Anne's, J St., Turners, 863-
4678
Sunday at 8 a.m. and daily at 7
a.m. through February
St. John's, 5 Church St., Millers
Falls, 659-3435
Saturday at 4:15 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:30 a.m.

St. Mary's of the Assumption, 80
Seventh St., Turners, 863-2585
Saturday at 4 p.m. and weekdays
at 7 a.m. through October
Salvation Army
72 Chapman St., Greenfield,
773-3154    Sunday at 11 a.m.

Unitarian Universalist
All Souls, 399 Main St.,

Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at
10:30 a.m.

First Parish Unitarian, Main St.,
Northfield, 498-5566
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

United Church of Christ
Evangelical Congregational
Church (UCC),
11 Church St., Erving (978) 544-
8658

First Congregational Church
(UCC),
4 North St., Montague Ctr., 367-
9467 Sunday at 10 a.m.

First Congregational Church of
Turners Falls (UCC),148 L St.,
Turners, 863-9844    Sunday at
9:30 a.m.
Contact the Reporter to add 
your service.

Religious Services

SALON 107
Kids Cuts always $7

Adults $14,
5 Massages for $100

Over 38 Services

Debra Mathey
Kari Ann Master Barber

Pam Class One Hairdresser

114 Wells Street
Greenfield, MA 01301
772-0284

YESTERDAY’S 
NIGHTCLUB

Sunday: “Open Mic” • Wednesday: Try our
‘SnowCones’ • Thursday: “Acoustic Night” 

• Friday & Saturday: Band N ights 
R&R atmosphere - Lottery w/Keno, TV’s, Pool

Table and just meet with friends ......

78 TThird SStreet •• TTurners FFalls, MMA

BY DAVID JAMES
LAKE PLEASANT - The
National Spiritual Alliance will
observe its 93rd Camp Week
program July 15-24. All events
except TNSA's annual meeting
and election of officers are open
to the public and will be con-
ducted at Thompson Temple
across from the post office.

The Camp Week 2005 sched-
ule includes:

Friday, July 15th, All-you-
can-eat community dinner at
5:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 16th, Psychic
Fair from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., fea-
turing mediums using various
divination techniques to obtain
information for those who con-
sult them, including astrology, I-
Ching, hand reading, spiritual-
counseling, and tarot cards.

Sunday, July 17th, Sunday
services at 3 p.m. with Rev.
Betsy Newton, speaker, and
Caroline Grinnell, moderator.

Monday, July 18th, Medical
Intuitive Workshop from 2 - 5
p.m. with Judy Marz.
Developing your Psychic
Abilities Workshop from 7 - 9
p.m. with Katherine Mayfield.

Tuesday, July 19th, Past Life
Regression Workshop from 2 - 4
p.m. with Rev. Betsy Newton.
Psychic Development Circle
from 7 - 9 p.m. facilitated by
Rev. Betsy Newton and
Katherine Mayfield.

Wednesday, July 20th,
Spiritualist Runology Workshop
from 2 - 4 p.m. with David
James. All Message-All Healing
service from 7 - 9 p.m. with Rev.
Betsy Newton, Katherine
Mayfield, and other TNSA certi-
fied mediums.

Thursday, July 21st, Multi-
Culture Meditation Workshop
from 2 - 4 p.m. with Rev.
Charlotte Gordon. Healing
Pyramids Workshop from 7 - 9
p.m. with Rev. Susan Ferency.

Friday, July 22nd, Walking
Tour of the History of
Spiritualism in Lake Pleasant
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. with Louise
Shattuck and David James, fol-
lowed by a narrated slide show
of the history of Lake Pleasant
from 8 - 9:30 p.m. Shattuck, 85,
is a third generation resident of
Lake Pleasant and her family
roots reach back to the begin-
ning of the village in 1870.

She and James are authors of
"Spirit and Spa," a pictorial and
anecdotal examination of the
"glory days" of Spiritualism in
Lake Pleasant a century ago.

Saturday, July 23rd, TNSA
Convention, including Annual
Meeting and Election of
Officers from 10 a.m.-noon;
Annual Banquet at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 24th, Services at
3 p.m. with Rev. Eileen
McGrath, speaker, and David
James, moderator.

Participants in afternoon
workshops will be eligible for a
drawing to receive a free
Spiritualist Runology reading by
David James to follow each
afternoon workshop.

Lake Pleasant was founded as
a summer recreational commu-
nity and initially drew thousands
of visitors from numerous reli-
gious faiths, as well as fraternal
and political organizations.

The New England Spiritualist
Campmeeting Association was
organized in 1874 and
Spiritualists from around the
country and around the world
turned Lake Pleasant into a
"Mecca" for believers in conti-

nuity of life and communication
between those in human form
and the formless souls of the
spirit world. Lake Pleasant is the
oldest continuously-existing
Spiritualist community in the
United States.

In 1913, Spiritualists in Lake
Pleasant parted paths over the
issue of reincarnation.
Spiritualists who believed that
reincarnation was the method by
which the eternal soul pro-
gressed toward perfection split
from the New England
Spiritualist Campmeeting
Association and formed The
National Spiritual Alliance.
While NESCA ceased opera-
tions in 1976, TNSA continues
to attract thousands of visitors
each year for Sunday services,
courses and workshops, Psychic
Development Circles, Psychic
Fairs, and other Spiritualist
events.

TNSA tenets include belief in
an eternal and infinite creating
and evolving energy source, the
interconnectedness of every-
thing, the siblinghood of human-
ity, personal responsibility for
thoughts, words, and deeds, con-

tinuity of life of the soul, com-
munication between the worlds
of form and formlessness, and
reincarnation as the method of
progression toward perfection.

For more information, visit
the TNSA internet website,
http://www.thenationalspiritu-
alallianceinc.org.

Psychic Fair, Spiritualist Workshops Highlight
93rd Annual “Camp Week” at Lake Pleasant
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Homemade Pleasures Abound at the b e l l y b o w l
BY AMANDA GARRISON
TURNERS FALLS  - The
bellybowl restaurant opened
just before Christmas last year,
on the corner of 4th and L Street
in downtown Turners Falls. It is
a cozy, comfortable place to eat,
and ideal for parents with small
children.

The food is high quality,
homemade and distinctive.
Breakfast foods include items
such as homemade wheat blue-
berry pancakes with real maple
syrup. Another hot item I can
personally recommend are the
"belly fries," homemade fries
from potato and sweet potato,
sautéed in onion and garlic.
Customers can help themselves
to delicious Columbian coffee
and a variety of teas.

Lunch items vary to include
items such as falafel sandwich-
es, or a portabella mushroom
sandwich with roasted red pep-
pers. A variety of made-from-
scratch soups and hot specials
are served buffet style.

For dinner, customers can
enjoy great food served buffet
style, priced by the pound.
There are also a variety of

homemade
b a k e d
goods and
p a s t r i e s
offered.

T h e
prices are
c o m p e t i -
tive, and the
food is one-
of -a -k ind .
Co-owners
Elaine and
M i c h e l e
F o u r n i e r -
LeMay take
pride in the
fact that all of the food served is
made on premises, even the
bread! No pre-packaged or
frozen foods here, and the belly-
bowl offers many organic and
vegan options. 

The atmosphere is quiet and
relaxed. You seat yourself, and
order from the counter to have
your food brought to your table.
The dining area is admirably
decorated and serene, with a bit
of an outdoor feel. There is local
art on the walls, and an excel-
lent kids' corner with an assort-
ment of toys and books to keep

k i d s
occupied
w h i l e
a d u l t s
l i n g e r
over cof-
fee. On
the day I
w a s
t h e r e ,
m o s t
c u s -
t o m e r s
w h o
came in
t h e
r e s t a u -

rant brought one or more chil-
dren.

"There are so many things
that make this unique from
other restaurants," said co-
owner Michele Fournier-
LeMay. "Since it is a small
restaurant, we know many of
our customers by name, and
offer them customized menu
items."

They decided to open up the
restaurant because they have a
"passion for food." Empathizing
with her younger customers,
Michele said, "I love to play

with food." The Fournier-
LeMays wanted to share their
recipes with people in the area,
along with their love of food
and entertainment.

The bellybowl invites local
musicians to perform on the
handsome semicircular hard-
wood stage. Every second
Friday of the month an open-
mic night is held for people to
stop by, sing, or read poetry. On
Saturday, the restaurant will
host a movie night.

The owners are also encour-
aging poetry readings, and hope
to eventually open the restau-
rant space to yoga classes and
child birthing classes. 

The bellybowl is located one
block off the main street of
town. Although parking is limit-
ed, there is a municipal lot
located halfway down 4th Street
towards Avenue A. The restau-
rant hours are Tuesday -
Thursday, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Friday 8 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m., and
Sunday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. The
bellybowl is closed Mondays.

Delicious Emu
The Natural Alternative

High in Protein, Potassium,
Iron, Selenium, Copper and

B Vitamins; Low in Calories,
Saturated Fat, Cholesterol &

Sodium -- Heart Healthy

Ground $5.00/lb
Steaks $6.00 - $10.00

Songline Emu Farm
66 French King Hwy - Route 2

Gill MA (next to boat ramp)

863-2700
Open Thu. Fri. & Sat.

12 noon - 6 p.m.

Montague Parks & Rec
Department

ARE YOU A SOCCER
MANIAC? Well, whether you
are or not, you will eventually
become one after this fun-filled
soccer camp! The camp is open
to youths ages 8 - 12, and is
held from Monday, August 22
through Friday, August 26 from
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at
Montague Center Park.
Enrollment minimum is 8, with
maximum enrollment being 16.
The camp will include
skills/drills & games, and if fun
is your true goal, then you'll
certainly get your kicks. Fees
(which include a camp t-shirt)
are $25 for Montague residents,
and $30 for non-residents.
Registration deadline is Friday,
August 12. Call MPRD at 863-
3216 to register now!

Soccer MMania
Camp

Please support our
Advertisers!

Tell them you saw it
in the

Montague
Reporter

Michele Fournier-LeMay with cooling loaves
of homemade bread at the bellybowl 

DETMOLD PHOTO

The Massachusetts Wood-
lands Cooperative (MWC) is
celebrating the arrival of their
new line of green-certified for-
est products with an event at
Hall Tavern Farm in
Charlemont. HomeGrown
Wood™ products-which
include character flooring,

grade lumber and post and beam
timbers -are created from trees
sustainably harvested from local
forests and processed in local
sawmills. Guests will see
MWC’s new product line, meet
cooperative members and see a
sawmill demonstration. The
event starts at 10 a.m. on July

18th.
“Our HomeGrown Wood™

floor is so beautiful,” says
Emily Monosson of Montague,
MA. “It’s really important to us
to know that the wood came
from healthy local forests and
was made by people in the com-
munity.”

For more information or to
RSVP, please contact Kristina
Ferrare at the Massachusetts
Woodlands Cooperative at
(413) 397-8800 or email kristi-
na@masswoodlands.coop.

Innovative Forest Landowner Cooperative
Unveils HomeGrown Wood™ Products on July 18th

Upinngil
land of milk and honey

Grade “A” Raw Cow’s Milk

Milk with the cream on top • Fresh and Pure • Never
Homogenized • Never Pasteurized • From Pastured Cattle

For details call: 413-863-2297

Upinngil, 411 Main Road, Gill, MA 01354
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT      FREE ESTIMATES

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS
MASS INSPECTION STATION

NO. 13051
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

413-863-2236
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BY LEE CARIGNAN
TURNERS FALLS - On Friday,
July 1st, the Montague Elks beat
defending champions Pipione's 2
games to 1 in a wild Newt
Guilbault League championship
series that went right down to the
wire. The roller coaster series
was filled with excitement and
drama, but in the end the
Montague Elks prevailed to win
the title.

The Montague Elks dominat-
ed game one on Wednesday
night, June 29th, beating
Pipione's 11-2. Derek Thayer
was the winning pitcher for the
Elks. Thayer also had a big night
at the plate with a home run,
double, and a single. Zach
Bartak also homered, and sin-
gled twice. David Garcia had
two hits on the night for
Pipione's. Brandon Boroski and
Jacob Eugin each had one hit for
Pipione's.

On Thursday, facing elimina-
tion in game two, Pipione's
responded with a big 7-5 victory.
The team put game one behind
them and got back on track.
Pipione's was down 4-2 in the
bottom of the third inning when
Ryan Wilder doubled in two runs
to bring the score to 4-4. Later
the same inning, David Garcia
put Pipione's in the lead, belting
an inside-the-park two-run
homer.

Garcia was also the winning
pitcher on the night, going the
first three innings, and helped
secure the win with his glove at
shortstop. With the game on the

line in the sixth inning, Garcia
made a sensational diving play to
catch the ball in the gap and dou-
ble off a Montague Elks base
runner at second base. The play
was so spectacular even the
Montague Elks fans were cheer-
ing.

Jacob Eugin pitched the final
three innings, only giving up one
run to get the save for Pipione's.
Eugin also had a single, double,
and an RBI. Derek Thayer had a
triple, single and two RBI's on
the night for the Montague Elks.
Zach Bartak had a single, dou-

ble, and an RBI. Ryan Wagner
had one hit for the Elks.

In Friday night's decisive
game 3, the Montague Elks beat
Pipione's 11-10 in an exciting
game to clinch the champi-
onship. The Montague Elks
broke a 10-10 game in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning when
Skyler Reipold hit a sacrifice fly
to left field to score Derek
Thayer, who beat the throw to
the plate.

It was an emotional victory
for the Elks players, coaches,
and fans after the team had

squandered a big lead in the top
the sixth inning. Pipione's had
many opportunities to win the
game, but made some crucial
base running mistakes early in
the game that would come back
to haunt the defending champs in
the late innings. In the top of the
first, with the bases loaded and
two runs already in, Garcia tried
to steal home and was thrown
out at the plate. It cost the team a
chance for a huge inning, and
killed their momentum. Pipione's
had another base runner thrown
out at home plate in the third

inning,
and two other
careless base runners thrown out
on the bases in the fourth. The
Montague Elks took advantage
of Pipione's mistakes and built a
10-3 lead going into the final
inning.

The game seemed to be over,
but the Montague Elks closer
Derek Thayer gave Pipione's
new life when he struggled with
his control. He walked a bunch
of hitters and hit two batters
before being pulled from the
game. This forced the Montague
Elks to rely on two younger
inexperienced pitchers (Connant
and Zilinski) to get the last outs
in the most important game of
the season. Pipione's managed to
tie up the score on them, forcing
the Elks into a make or break sit-
uation in the bottom half of the
inning.

Colby Zilinski was credited
with the win for getting the last
out. Derek Thayer had three hits,
including a home run for the
Elks. Casey Blanchard had a
double and two singles for the
Elks. Mike Connant also con-
tributed with two singles. David
Garcia had 3 singles for
Pipione's. Ryan Wilder also had
a triple and a single for Pipione's.

Game 3 Innings  1 2 3 4 5 6   F
Pipione's            2 0 1 0 0 7- 10
Montague Elks   3 0 4 2 1 1- 11

Montague Elks Win Newt
Guilbault League Championship

Teammates of the Montague Elks cheer triumphantly, following their championship victory

PHOTO: SHAWN WOOLSEY

Turners Falls Firefighters Babe Ruth 
Prep Team Takes Championship

Members of the Turners Falls Fire
Association receive the championship trophy
from the coaches of the Fire Associations'
Babe Ruth 13-year-old prep league team.
(left to right) Firefighter Kyle Cogswell,
Team Manager David Campolo, Firefighter
Jason Veaudry, and Coach Bill Phelps. The
Turners Falls Fire Association squad bested
the rival team fielded by E.W. Martin on the
4th of July at Abercrombie Field in
Greenfield. Winning pitcher Ethan Phelps
(13 and 1 on the season) batted two for two,
as did Jaren Luttenegger. Ethan stole home
for the winning run. John Keir got the save,
pitching one and a third innings, and driving
in a two-run double in the third inning.

At the Lodge meeting on
Thursday, July 7th, Doug
Brown, Exalted Ruler, awarded
the June Elk of the Month
Award to Judy Hastings. Judy
was chosen for this award
because of all the work that she
put into making the Montague
Elks Relay for Life team effort
such a success. The team raised
more than $2500 and walked
for 24 hours. The money raised
from the relay goes for cancer
research. Judy’s husband,
Kevin, walked over 40 miles in
the relay.

This is another good exam-
ple of the motto of the Elks
order, Elks Care ~ Elks Share.
Many thanks Judy!

The Montague Elks Lodge
#2521, located at 1 Elks
Avenue, Turners Falls, MA.

June Elk of the Month

Judy Hastings, left, Montague
Elks June Elk of the Month recip-
ient, and  Doug Brown, Exalted
ruler of the Montague Lodge.

PAM LESTER PHOTO

DETMOLD PHOTO
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Local Softball League a Source of Exercise, Socializing and Fun
BY ZACH SCHONBRUN
MONTAGUE - Some places
have golf, hunting, basketball,
or badminton as their trademark
activity, the communal source
of exercise and enjoyment. For
Turners Falls, that sport is
undoubtedly softball.

And it's not just the high
school girls. The Montague Co-
Ed Recreational Softball
League is thriving in, what most
people would estimate, it's
twentieth season at Unity Park,
with twelve teams, three fields,
and over 100 local players.

Games are played every
Monday and Thursday night at
Unity Park in Turners Falls and
Highland Park in Millers Falls. 

Founded by the Montague
Parks and Recreation

Department many years ago, the
league has seen its ups and
downs, but has stayed active,
allowing different companies
and businesses to start teams
and compete weekly. Some
teams are filled with players
who all work for the same out-
fit; others are coordinated sim-
ply through word of mouth and
a desire to play some ball. 

"I love it, it's great just to
keep playing," said Joe
Goodyear, a former Turners
Falls Indian ballplayer. "I never
want to stop."

The entire program is filled
with ranges - girls and guys,
young and old, experienced and
inexperienced, uniformed and
not uniformed - but the game is
simple and carefree. There are

few requirements beyond a will-
ingness to let go of your inhibi-
tions and have a good time. 

Truth be told, the league is a
far cry from actual softball, or
how it is normally played. A
Monday night game between
LightLife Foods and Millitech
featured four outfielders at a
time, a catcher without a mask
or any protection, and the pitch-
er falling backward off the
mound with each toss. The out-
field was overdue for a mowing.
Less than half of the players
wore cleats. And both teams
batted each of their 10 - 11 per-
son rosters. But hey, who's
counting?

"It's fun," said Barb Knapp,
who's played softball since she
was a young girl. "It's not too

competitive. We're just here to
have fun, get a little exercise."

The games flow as freely as a
July 4th family whiffle-ball
game. Sure, some players try
hard, play competitively, strug-
gle to get their 40-year-old legs
to move as quickly as they used
to, or their suddenly uncoopera-
tive arms to react to even a
slowly pitched softball. It could
very easily be frustrating, an
unsettling slap of reality. But the
league is dedicated to recre-
ation, and the few that really
know how to hit, throw, or catch
a pop fly while holding a ciga-
rette will share a laugh with
those who really can't, and real-
ly don't care.

And who could argue?
There's no better feeling than

waking up in the morning
knowing your boss, and team-
mate, completed a no-hit, three-
whiff, one lost-shoe-rounding-
second-base performance the
night before, and yet still
grinned all the way to the park-
ing lot. 

Fun is a term so often lost in
sports these days, it almost
seems like it doesn't belong. But
this league has found a way of
putting the fun back on the field,
and the pleasure back in the
park, teaching kids - and adults
- that sometimes it doesn't mat-
ter how fine your form is, or
how far you can hit the ball, or
that the other team just ran up
nine runs in the third inning.

But hey, who's counting?

Rejuvenators  Perform Well at Senior Olympics
BY RICHARD ANDERSEN

The Montague Reporter
Rejuvenators led every basket-
ball team in fouls and
turnovers, but that didn't pre-
vent them from winning the
gold medal at this year's Senior
Olympics. The Massachusetts
State Champion Berkshires did.

Every year for the past four-
teen years, Springfield College
has hosted the New England
Senior Olympics. Participants
in dozens of individual and
team sports compete for fame,
medals, and memories in four
age categories:  55-60, 60-65,
65-70, and over 70. This year,
The Montague Reporter spon-
sored our area's three-on-three

basketball team.
The team, made
up of Richard
Andersen (58),
Vandy Bollinger
(58), Darrell
Clark (58), and
D e n n i s
Swartwout (59),
captured the sil-
ver, but the real
jewels in the
crown of this
tournament were
the two teams
from the over-70-
b u t - p r o b a b l y -
closer-to-80 cate-
gory that competed for state
bragging rights. Some of these

players looked as if they were
on weekend passes from their

walkers, but
once they
touched the
ball, they meta-
morphosed into
the kind of
hoopsters Bad
Boy Bill
Lambier would
be proud of. In
fact, they were
the toughest
players in the
Birthplace of
B a s k e t b a l l .
They contested
every shot,
argued every

call, and drove every referee
from the court. Literally. No

referee would officiate more
than one of their games. Their
championship match had to be
worked by Fred Hale, the
Olympic Committee's Director.

Note: If you, or you and
some of your playmates, have
nothing planned for the final
weekend of June in 2006, start
practicing.

In the unlikely event that
you don't win a medal, you'll
still come home with a bag of
treats ranging from sugar-free
chocolate turtles to low-choles-
terol imported brislings and
more information on Medicare
and Medicaid than you can
read in an entire summer.

BY ARIEL JONES
MONTAGUE - July 4th week-
end was looking perfect. We
finally had glorious weather
forecast, warm and dry. I decid-
ed to take a long weekend and
immerse myself in fly fishing.

Holidays can be tricky for
people who live alone. You
might be perfectly happy, then
suddenly you wake up right
before a big holiday and the
Lonely Gremlins are sitting
there looking smug and satis-
fied.

"Get up, get up! Ooh, it's a
BIG holiday. Families, couples,
relatives are all out today having
fun! Oh, I forgot. You're all
alone here, aren't you?

Too bad. Of course, it's your
own fault. Made some unfortu-
nate decisions along the line,
didn't you? I heard, by the way,
that ___ has a really nice boat
now. Probably taking it out
today with the family. And of
course ___ is a big city lawyer,
VERY successful too. Probably
spending the holiday on the
Cape. Well, you could always

call ___.
O o p s ,
their kids
are com-
ing in for
a couple
of days...."

" S h u t
up! Shut
up! I hate
B a r - B -
Ques!" I
got up and
left the
gremlins
cack l ing
to them-
s e l v e s ,
realizing
that tak-
ing a few
days off
might be tricky.

I remembered something
very important. If I think about
myself it can often turn morbid,
so I called Tom and discovered
that the Swift River was being
stocked as we spoke. To hell
with gremlins; I'm going fishing.

I decided to try a new route to

the Swift. The old one took an
hour and I was certain there
must be a quicker way.
Checking the map I went by way
of Route 9 and cut 10 miles off.
This was a good start to the out-
ing.

Walking up to the Y Pool, I
had a great sense of well-being.

Gremlins
never go
f i s h i n g ,
and I had
m a d e
s o m e
p r o g r e s s
in explor-
ophob ia .
There was
only one
other per-
son fish-
ing at the
pool, and
within the
hour I had
caught a
n i c e
Rainbow.

It is not
u n u s u a l

for experienced fly fishers to
catch 10 or more fish in an after-
noon. I have been thrilled to go
from zip to one or two. For
weeks I spent hours on the river
and caught nothing. I probably
caught only about five fish all of
last summer!

Tom showed up and we

worked our way downstream a
little ways to fish the banks
overhung by trees. It was getting
dark and suddenly trout were
rising.

We were getting a lot of
strikes on sulphurs. Tom caught
some but I wasn't setting the
hook quickly enough. It didn't
matter. It was a blast knowing
that I was using the right fly, the
trout were big, and they were
biting. It was nearly 9 p.m. by
now, and I hadn't caught one, so
I waded back up to the Pool
before it became completely
dark. Almost immediately I got a
strike and landed a 12- or 13-
inch Brookie. That is rather
unusual there, as most of the
Brookies are from 4 to about 10
inches. This was an old one with
lots of teeth.

It was dark by now and we
walked back through the path in
the woods with our flashlights
on. I felt great, and knew the
bedposts would be empty of
gremlins. They hate happiness.

Learning to Fly Fish     Part 12

Independence Days

A great day at the Y Pool on the Swift River

Richard Andersen, left, and Dennis Swartwout of the Rejuvenators
PHOTO: JOE TALARICO

PHOTO: ARIEL JONES



BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. When
someone says, "that
makes my blood boil,"
does that mean their blood
pressure goes up, too?

Probably. Blood pres-
sure tends to spike when
you are excited by an
emotion such as anger or
fear. But high blood pres-
sure - known as "hyper-
tension" - is very sneaky.
It's called the "silent
killer," because it usually
has no symptoms.

Doctors say you have
high blood pressure if you
have a reading of 140/90
or higher. A blood pres-
sure reading of 120/80 or
lower is considered nor-
mal. "Prehypertension" is
blood pressure between
120 and 139 for the top
number, or between 80
and 89 for the bottom
number.

The first number repre-
sents your "systolic" pres-
sure when the heart beats.
The second number repre-
sents the "diastolic" pres-
sure when the heart rests.
If only one number is ele-
vated, you still have high
blood pressure with all of
its dangers.

Isolated systolic hyper-
tension (ISH) is the most
common form of high
blood pressure for seniors.
When you have ISH, only
the top number is too high.
About 2 out of 3 people
over age 60 with high
blood pressure have ISH.
About one in three

American adults has high
blood pressure. In the
U.S., high blood pressure
occurs more often in
African-Americans.

High blood pressure
can ravage your body. It
can enlarge the heart, cre-
ate small bulges
(aneurysms) in blood ves-
sels, damage the blood
vessels in the kidneys,
harden arteries, produce
bleeding in the eyes. 

The possible conse-
quences are heart attack,
stroke, kidney failure and
blindness.

Your chances of getting
high blood pressure are
also higher if you are
overweight, don't exer-
cise, eat too much salt,
drink too much alcohol,
don't consume enough
potassium, endure stress
for too long. Obviously,
changing your diet, exer-
cising and altering your
lifestyle will help.

When you go to your
doctor to have your blood
pressure taken, there are a

few things you can do to
get an accurate reading.
First, don't drink coffee or
smoke cigarettes for a half
hour before your pressure
is taken. (What are you
doing smoking anyway?)
Wear short sleeves, so you
don't have to remove
clothing. Empty your
bladder, because a full
tank can affect the read-
ing. Sit quietly for five
minutes before the test.

If you're like me, you
have "white coat syn-
drome." That means your
blood pressure jumps as
soon as a doctor or nurse
approaches you. If your
doctor knows this, he or
she may recommend a
home blood-pressure
monitor or ambulatory
monitor that is worn
around the clock and takes
your pressure every half
hour.

If you have high blood
pressure and lifestyle
changes don't reduce it,
there are medications to
treat the problem. Often,
two or more drugs work
better than one. Some
drugs lower blood pres-
sure by removing extra
fluid and salt from your
body. Others affect blood
pressure by slowing down
the heartbeat, or by relax-
ing and widening blood
vessels.

If you have a question,
please write to fredci-
cetti@gmail.com

17 July 14, 2005THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

Walter & Pamela Williams, Proprietors

Homemade Candy • Sales of Beer & Wine • Lottery

125 Avenue A • Turners Falls • 863-9588

Equi’s Candy Store
SINCE 1897

Across
2. Legal proceeding characterized by
dishonesty or incompetence.
6. Redd who played Fred Sanford.
7. Scottish cattle.
10. Fly by night.
11. Symbolic bird of Peace.
12. Film starring Peter Sellers as
Insp. Jacques Clouseau.
16. Larva of a butterfly.
17. Cat born with no tail.
19. Eat ravenously.

20. Chatterbox.
23. Campy feathered scarf.
24. Sobriquet for Jesus.
26. Flying she-demon.
27. They are in a nervous stomach.

Down
1. Boca ____, FL.
3. L.A. footballer.
4. Cowardly.
5. Taw a Puddy-Tat.
8. Davy, Peter, Mike and Mickey.

9. Gravel-voiced.
13. A rare, expensive possession that
is a financial burden to maintain.
14. Legendary serpent with lethal
breath, contemporary American lizard
capable of running on its hind legs.
15. Exceedingly harsh.
18. The soul.
21. Nauseous people have green
ones.
22. Turned-down corner of a page.
25. Homeless snail.

Answers to
last week’s
crossword,

Page 19.

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Hypertension: The Silent Killer

Turners Falls resident Sita Lang,(left) well known as Plow Frau, with her dog, Bow
Wow, beside her, is one of the citizens who have volunteered to help beautify Avenue
A by applying her horticulture skills and labor to this planter in front of Chinatown

Restaurant. Staff and friends of the restaurant showed their appreciation for her
efforts and kept her company during the process. Flowering plants were donated to

Sita’s creation by Greenfield Farmers Coop. Anyone who wants to follow Sita’s
example should contact the Brick House Community Resource Center at 863-9576.

ILLUSTRATION J. HARMON

HOYDEN PHOTO

863-4373

159 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA

01376

Daniel J. Snyder
Agent/Broker

email: dan@ahrist.com
web: www.ahrist.com

Managerie
by Bette Black
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Professional Painting & Decorating
Contractor - Retailer

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

No job too small - General Carpentry
and Home Repairs. Custom shelves a
specialty. Call David, 863-9296

Tracknology Custom software, data
base development and web design.
Call (413) 367-0149.

Reynolds Properties - A friend for the
buyer; someone to represent you!
Consulting, buyer representation, 20+
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR,
CRS, GRI. Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553.

Cook: Professional cook to prepare
fresh high quality dishes from scratch
for our natural foods cafe.  Full-time,
days/evenings, including Saturday.  We
offer competitve pay and benefits.
Please fill out an application at Green
Fields Market, 144 Main Street,
Greenfield, MA 01301.

Sales support, Farmers Market.
Seeking young person 18-25 for one
day a week support of local farmers
market.  Access to vehicle for transport-
ing goods is helpful.  Stipend plus
mileage (if applicable) plus commis-
sion.  Send letter of interest and back-
ground to Business Manager - Brick
House, P.O. Box 135, Turners Falls, MA
01376, or call 863-9576. 

End Chaos. Are you living in a mess?
Can't seem to tackle it alone? Get rid of
that nagging feeling. I can help clean
and organize rooms, garages and
basements. We'll either find a place for
it or gain the courage to throw it away.
Create more open space. Find the stuff
you actually need. Call Super Girl at
863-9104.

Can You Sell? The Montague Reporter
is looking for an Advertising
Director. Can you help us grow?
Display, Business Cards, and Classified
Ads, Work by commission. Submit
resume and work history:
reporterAds@ MontagueMA.net or
(413) 863-8666.

COHERENT CONSULTING - Develop
your vision for healthy communities,
ecosystems and businesses.
Grantwriting, strategic planning,
Ecological Footprinting, technical and
project support. (978) 724-0108.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ASCERTAINMENT FOR RENEWAL OF
COMCAST’S CABLE TELEVISION
LICENSE
A public hearing will be held on Monday,
August 8, 2005 at 7:00 PM at the Gill
Town Hall located at 325 Main Road,
Gill, MA 01376 to obtain public comment
on the future cable related needs of the
Town of Gill in preparation of the renew-
al cable television license for the com-
munity. The public is invited to attend. -
Board of Selectmen, Town of Gill.

Help Wanted

Real Estate

Computers

Carpentry

SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 863-8666
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74;

39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152

Waldron 
Building & Remodeling

Kitchens • Baths • Replacement
Windows • Additions • Sheet Rock •

Painting • Decks & More ....
FREE ESTIMATES • REASONABLE RATES
CS#088999                                FULLY INSURED

PHIL 413-422-2252 • PAUL 413-863-9621

CLASSIFIEDS:  $5 FOR 20 WORDS
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

.10 for each additional word

Check enclosed for _____ for _____ weeks.
Name _______________ Phone _______________ 

Bring in this ad and receive 
one free ream of copy paper! 

310 Main Street • Greenfield
www.bakerofficesupply.com

774-2345 Call Bonnie today!

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE
187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346

Celebrating oour 995th AAnniversary!

Legal Notice

On June 23, in response to
recently confirmed incidents of
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
in wild white-tailed deer in New
York, the Fisheries and Wildlife
Board voted to approve the filing
of emergency regulations relative
to the importation of deer carcass-
es from states or Canadian
provinces that have confirmed
cases of CWD in deer or elk. The
Board also voted to hold a public
hearing on September 7, 2005 at
the Berkshire Community College
in Pittsfield at 6:30 pm to consider
testimony regarding regulations
relating to importation of deer
meat/carcasses from other states.

Background: Chronic wasting
disease is a fatal neurological dis-
order known to affect white-tailed
deer, mule deer and elk. Chronic
wasting disease was first identified
in 1978 and remained in the states
of Colorado, Wyoming and
Nebraska and in recent years has
been found in deer populations in
the western and Midwestern
United States and the Canadian
provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan. According to the
World Health Organization, this
disease does not appear to pose a
health risk to people.

On March 31, 2005, the New
York Department of Environment-
al Conservation confirmed that

adult deer from a captive herd in
Oneida County, New York tested
positive for CWD. CWD was later
confirmed in wild deer in the same
county. The CWD diagnosis in
New York is the first instance of
the disease detected in the north-
eastern United States.

Actions Taken By Mass-
Wildlife: In 2002, to minimize the
risk of CWD entering the state’s
wild and captive deer populations,
the Massachusetts Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife (Mass-
Wildlife), along with other north-
eastern state fish and wildlife agen-
cies, implemented policies to help
prevent the disease from crossing
borders and affecting the health of
both wild and captive deer popula-
tions by prohibiting the importa-
tion of all species of live deer as a
precautionary measure to prevent
the spread of CWD into wild or
farm-raised deer. The importation
prohibition applies to all members
of the deer and elk species, (white-
tailed deer, moose, elk, etc.)
including those species raised for
commercial purposes.

A surveillance and monitoring
program was also developed and
implemented to test for the disease
as early as possible. Since 2002,
over 600 brain tissue samples of
hunter-harvested and roadkill deer
from around the Commonwealth

have been tested for CWD. There
has not been any CWD detected in
the over 600 samples taken in the
past several years. Moreover, any
observations of sick deer will be
investigated for possible testing for
CWD.

Inspections of licensed deer
farms across the state were con-
ducted this spring to assess condi-
tions and compliance as well as
update deer farmers about deer
farming guidelines, regulations and
CWD.

Summary of Proposed
Regulations:  The proposed regula-
tions would make it illegal for any-
one to import or possess whole car-
casses or parts of deer or elk (from
wild or captive deer herds) from
states and Canadian provinces
where CWD has been detected
with the following exceptions:
meat that is deboned, cleaned skull
caps, hides and taxidermy mounts.
This action prevents importation of
neurological tissue which is where
the disease is found.

Vermont, New Hampshire and
Rhode Island have similar regula-
tions in place and are consistent
with regulations set or proposed to
be set by other state fish and
wildlife agencies bordering states
with confirmed cases of Chronic
Wasting Disease.

MassWildlife Advisory Re: Deer/Elk/Moose

Medicare Part D
PRESCRIPTION
DRUG BENEFIT
Workshops for
Senior Citizens
Lorraine York-Edberg,

Program Director for the
Franklin/Hampshire

Regional SHINE (Serving
Health Information Needs
of Elders) Program and

Ron Menslage, from Social
Security Administration will
speak at the Bernardston

COA,
20 Church St.,

July 20, 2005 at 10:30
a.m.

For more information or
directions to these workshops
call the SHINE program at
800-498-4232 or 413-773-
5555.

BY PAT CARLISLE
BARTON COVE - We’re cele-
brating another successful year
with our Barton Cove nest. An
egg was laid on Friday, March
4th, and 35 days later, on April
8th, we watch eagerly as the
chick cracked the shell and
appeared “on the half shell”!
Some of us had worried about
the cold snowy weather but
attentive eagle parents again
have nurtured the single eaglet.
We are able to watch daily nest
activity via local access televi-
sion on both channel 15 and 17
in several surrounding towns.

We have now watched sever-
al weeks of wing flapping with
both feet off the nest. On
Saturday, July 2nd not eaglet in
sight - but on Monday, July 4th,

the chick is back in the nest
being fed fresh fish. He now
guards a fish and feeds himself!

Our eaglets are encouraged
to leave the nest territory by the
parents to eventually find a nest
site of their own when reaching
maturity with white head and
tail by the time they are five
years old.

I will remind everyone the
eagle TV can be viewed at the
Great Falls Discovery Center on
Friday and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Our
www.nu.com/eagles can also
show live nest activity. I would
like to invite everyone to see the
exciting dioramas at the Great
Falls Discovery Center in
Turners Falls.

Eagle Watch



FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,
JULY 15TH & 16TH
19th Annual Green River
Festival featuring musical enter-
tainment, crafts, kids' activities,
and hot air balloon launches
(weather permitting).  Greenfield
Community College. For more
information call (413) 773-5463.

36th Season Mohawk Trail
Concerts - A 30th Year
Celebration - Music of American
Theatre & Cabaret with Special
Surprises. William Bolcom,
composer, piano & Joan Morris,
mezzo soprano Federated
Church, Route 2,  Charlemont.
Friday open rehearsal at 7:30
p.m. and Saturday concert at
8:00 p.m. Saturday evening pre-
ceded by a chicken barbecue.
(413) 625-9511 or (888) 682-
6873.

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY,
JULY 15TH, 16TH & 17TH
Country Players presents The
Music Man at The Shea Theater,
71 Avenue A, Turners Falls.
Friday & Saturday at 8:00 p.m.
and Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 413-
863-2281.

Theater: The Resistible Rise of
Arturo Ui "...a gangster play that
would recall certain events
familiar to us all". Ui is a witty
and savage satire of the rise of
Hitler recast by Brecht into a
small-time Chicago gangster's
takeover of the city's cauliflower
trade. Using a wide range of par-
ody and pastiche - from Al
Capone to Shakespeare's Richard
III and Goethe's Faust - Brecht's
darkly humorous parable has rel-
evance wherever totalitarianism
exists today. At Deerfield
Academy's air-conditioned Reid
Theatre, Curtain time is 8:00
p.m. 413-774-7476 ext.10. Also
July 22nd, 23rd and 24th.

SATURDAY, JULY 16TH
Third Saturday Contra Dance
with Blue Sky, Guiding Star
Grange Hall, 401 Chapman St.,
Greenfield. 8:00 to 11:30 p.m.
(413) 774-2830.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
JULY 16TH & 17TH
The last weekend of this year’s
Vermont Renaissance Festival,
a lush and talent-filled re-cre-
ation of an English village festi-
val in the 1580s; an exciting,
diverse and family-friendly event
just over the border at the town
fairgrounds in Guilford,
Vermont. VTRF is hosting a Free
Coin - Food Drive: Patrons will

receive a free replica coin for
each non-perishable food item
donated to benefit the
Brattleboro Women's Crisis
Center and The Drop In Center
of Brattleboro Food Shelf, up to
5 coins per person. Admission
prices: Adults - $12, Children (5-
13) -$6, babes in arms are free,
no pets please.

Rock River Artists Invite you to
the 13th Annual Open Studio
Tour  - "You can't step in the
same river twice," the adage
goes. And, come every summer,
a 15-member collective of arti-
sans residing along the Rock
River likes to prove it. This
year's 13th Annual Rock River
Artists Tour will once again
allow anyone who wonders at the
nature of art -- and vice versa --
to come witness how one small
river serves as an ever-flowing,
ever-stirring source of inspira-
tion. This July 16 & 17, tour par-
ticipants can step anew into this
summer's version of the Rock
River artists' homes, studios, and
gardens -- 15 places in all within
a five-mile radius of Newfane,
South Newfane, and
Williamsville, VT. "The tour
promises to be a Babette's Feast
for the senses," says Roger
Sandes, a Rock River artist, who
makes a point that refreshments
will be served at each of the stu-
dios on the tour. Blacksmith and
sculptor Rich Gillis says the
sense of peace he feels from the
river is augmented by the sense
of connectedness with the com-
munity. "There's a tradition of
old artistry here, and black-
smithing fits in very well with
that. There's always a willingness
to barter or trade skills and to
help each other out whenever
needed," says Gillis. The Rock
River Artist Studio Tour will run
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday. The tour
begins at the Old Schoolhouse in
South Newfane, where maps will
be available and a small exhibit
will showcase the work of all 15
artists. All works will be avail-
able for purchase, and a percent-
age of the proceeds from sales
will be donated to the Moore
Free Public Library in Newfane.
The self-guided tour, including
refreshments, is open to the pub-
lic free of charge. A map of the
area will be available at the Old
School House in South Newfane,
and is also available online at
www.rockriver-artists.com .For
more information please contact
Roger Sandes and Mary Welsh at
802-348-7865 or Louisa Sandes

at 212-572-2497 or
lsandes@randomhouse.com. 

SUNDAY, JULY 17TH
Dog Day at Quonquont Farm.
Bring Fido, family and friends
for an afternoon of frolic and fun.
Quonquont Farm is located at 9
North Street in Whately. Noon to
5:00 p.m. Rain or shine. (413)
575-4680.

MONDAY, JULY 18TH
Parting of the Seas: The Canal
Draw Down at Turners Falls. Go
down into the bottom of a work-
ing river and gain unique insights
into both the structure of the
River and the animals that live
there. Sponsored by Northfield
Mountain Recreation Area. For
ages 10 and older. Limited to
twelve participants. 8:00 to 11:00
a.m. 800-859-2960.

THURSDAY, JULY 21ST
Franklin County Musicians'
Cooperative performs folk, alter-
native rock, classical, reggae,
blues and more at the Greenfield
Energy Park at the end of Miles
Street. 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (413)
774-6051 x 14.

FRIDAY, JULY 22ND
Fourth Friday Contra Dance with
David Kaynor & Greenfield
Dance Band, Guiding Star
Grange Hall, 401 Chapman St.,
Greenfield. 8:00 p.m. - midnight.
(413) 367-9380.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,
JULY 22ND & 23RD
36th Season Mohawk Trail
Concerts - ENSO String Quartet,
with guests Hai Zheng, cello &
Estela Olevsky, piano, Haydn
String Quartet, and others.
Federated Church, Route 2,
Charlemont. Friday open

rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday concert at 8:00 p.m.
(413) 625-9511 or (888) 682-
6873.

SATURDAY, JULY 23RD
Fourth Saturday Contra Dance
with Tophill Productions.
Guiding Star Grange Hall, 401
Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00 to
11:30 p.m. (413 0 773-1671.

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY
JULY 22ND, 23RD & 24TH
Ja'Duke Productions presents
John Waynelovich and Friends
performances at the Shea
Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners
Falls. Friday & Saturday at 8:00
p.m. & Sunday 2:00 p.m. (413)
863-2281.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY,
JULY 23RD & 24TH
Annual Summer Open House at
CHEE CHEE MAMOOK FARM.
See alpacas & crias, llamas,
dairy goats, angora goats, rab-
bits, draft horses, spinning
demonstrations, horse-drawn
wagon rides and more. 341
Caldwell Rd, Northfield. 11:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (413) 498-
2160.

FRIDAY, JULY 29TH
A Bouquet of Music Concert
Series - Richard Mayer Quartet-
jazz Concerts take place in
Franklin Medical Center's main
lobby or, weather-permitting, in
the Ethel Lemay Healing Arts
Garden. FMC is located at 164
High St., Greenfield. Noon to
1:00 p.m. (413) 773-2573

Fifth Friday Contra Dance at
Guiding Star Grange Hall locat-
ed at 401 Chapman Street in
Greenfield. 8:00 p.m. - midnight.
413-367-9380.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
JULY 29TH & 30TH
36th Season Mohawk Trail
Concerts - Steinhardt Family
Fest - Arnold Steinhardt, violin,
Natasha Steinhardt, soprano, &
Victor Steinhardt, piano/compos-
er Federated Church, Route 2,
Charlemont. Friday open
rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday concert at 8:00 p.m.
(413) 625-9511 or (888) 682-
6873.
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www.rt63roadhouse.com
32 Federal St., Millers Falls

(413) 659-3384

Sundays in July
Bluegrass BBlast
1 to 5 p.m. Horshoe lawn

KKaarraaookkee TT-NN-TT - 8 to Midnight

www.gardencinemas.net

1. WEDDING CRASHERS R
DAILY 12:00   3:00   6:00   9:00

2. FANTASTIC 4           PG13 in DTS sound
DAILY 12:00   3:00   6:00   9:00

3. DARK WATER PG13
DAILY 12:00   3:00   6:00   9:00

4. BATMAN BEGINS PG13
DAILY 12:15   3:15   6:15   9:15

5. MADAGASCAR PG
DAILY 12:15   3:15

5. MR. & MRS. SMITH PG13
DAILY 6:15   9:15

6. CHARLIE AND THE CHOCO-
LATE FACTORY PG in DTS sound

DAILY 12:30   3:30   6:30   9:30
7. WAR OF THE WORLDS

PG13 in DTS sound
DAILY 12:30   3:30   6:30   9:30

Showtimes for
Fri., July 15th - Thurs., July 21st

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Mondays - Ongoing Digital Arts
Project, 3 - 5 
Tues & Weds - Ongoing Music Project,
3 - 5 
Friday, July 15th - GirlVenture, 8:30-
3:30; Swimming Trip, 1 - 5
Saturday, July 16th - A.I.R.
Program Woodcarving, 9 - 4
Mondays thru Fridays, July 18th -
29th - GirlVenture, 8:30 - 3:30
Thursday, July 28th - Technology
Drop-In, 4 - 6 
Friday, July 29th - Open Mic, 6 - 9
Thursday, Aug 4th - Technology
Drop-In, 4 - 6 ; Movie Night, 6 - 8 
Friday, Aug 5th - Mini-Golf trip, 1 - 5
Monday thru Friday, Aug 8th -
12th - A.I.R. Program Seeing Through
An Artist’s Eyes, 9 - 12
Thursday, Aug 11th - Technology
Drop-In, 4 - 6; Movie Night, 6 - 8
Friday, August 12th - Open Mic at
bellybowl, 6 - 8:30

These programs are free (except some
trips) and open to local teens. Some

require permission slips. For more info
about any of these events or programs

please call Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in

The Brick House
Community Resource Center

24 Third St, Turners Falls

Hot Spot
Teen Center

Wed - Open Mic at 8:30 p.m.

Thurs - KKaarraaookkee TT-NN-TT
Promo night, givaways, 8 p.m.

Friday July 15th 
Catamount

Classic Rock, Ladies Night, no cover

Saturday, July 2nd
Drunk Stuntmen

with opening act from Boston
Los Diablos

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE POETRY IN MOTION

Across
1. HINES
2. SWORDS
4. ABBA
7. RECITAL
8. BOJANGLES
10. SWAYZE
13. TWIST
17. LINDY
19. MINUET
20. CONTRA

22. HORA
23. BREAK
26. HUSTLE
27. CHIMNEYSWEEP

Down
1. HULA
3. DUNCAN
5. AILEY
6. CAPEZIO
8. BEALS

9. GHOST
11. BALLETS RUSSES
12. HOKEY POKEY
14. WALTZ
15. RIVERDANCE
16. MURRAY
18. BALANCHINE
21. FOSSE
24. VOGUE
25. VEILS
26. HIPPO
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Miner’s Catalpas an Enduring Treasure
BY FRAN HEMOND
TURNERS FALLS - The old
catalpa was struck by light-
ning in the last gasp of a hor-
rendous storm on Thursday,
June 30th. It had adapted to a
changing world for almost a
hundred years. It's last intru-
sion, the chain link fence
around the skateboard park,
and age had limited its days of
glory. By Friday noon, the
DPW's cleanup crew was so
thorough that only a few stray
leaves and the stump remained
for identification.

Many of Montague's catal-
pas, sporting large heart-
shaped leaves, clusters of
white blossoms, and long
green beans - all at once -
were planted in the early
1900s by B.F. Miner. We
could count the rings on the
stump, one per year, and see if
this tree was one of his memo-

rials.
The Turners

Falls Reporter
(this paper's
namesake) of
February 21st,
1909 confirms
Miner's projects
with trees. It
relates that "B.F.
Miner has ordered
3,000 catalpa trees
to plant on the
Plains near the
B&M Railroad 'as
a demonstration of
what can be done
to make such land
productive.'" A
year later, the
newspaper reports
that "deer have caused $100
worth of damage to the planti-
ngs." But the Plains project
seems to have been only one
of his outlets for the 3000

catalpas. Family tradition says
that some of the trees went
home with biology students at
the high school, courtesy of
B.F. Miner. And the old catal-
pa here at Cold Brook is one
of them.

It stands by the North Pond,
big and beautiful, its com-
pound leaves background for a
profusion of white clustered
upright flowers, worth observ-
ing with care. Each flowerlet,
delicately fringed, rewards the
seeker with a view of purple
and orange stripes within the
bell. The tree is laden with
long brown beans that seem to
hang at random, solid and
practical. These bean pods
split to let out seeds, which
have wings to propel them.

The beans hang
on through the
winter.

Enough sky
shows through
the branches to
give dark and
bright shading
to the foliage.
This June it
was memo-
rable. In March
the tree
showed little
promise of
beauty. The
nearly hundred
years had taken
their toll; but
the twisted
trunk and fail-

ing branches that caused con-
cern in late winter were quite
forgotten in the exuberant
blossoms of summer. Even the
Indian name 'catalpa' has a
lovely lilt. The nickname
'Indian bean' is appropriate to
the winter season.

Catalpas grow fast; their
wood is viewed favorably by
experts in the business. They
accept cutting back as a bush
or a hedge. The stumps send
up sprouts, and indeed one
catalpa, having been cut and
set in the ground as a pole,
produced branches. The wood
looks a little like chestnut.
And in the early 1900s, the
market for railroad ties was
large, and catalpas a likely
raw material. Miner saw

opportunity for his town.
Miner was a successful

manufacturer in Montague,
first in the Toileteen Company
and later as a partner in the
PDQ Soap Company. Quite
beyond his local activity, he
had been elected to a life fel-
lowship in the London Society
of Science, Art and Letters, to
honor him for perfecting a
method of extracting vanilla
from the vanilla bean. He was
involved in many activities in
town. In 1906 he built the
brick house next to Locust
Hill Cemetery (where the
Phaneufs live now) in
Montague Center with careful
detail, and a couple of years
later extended his own water
line to Elm Grove Cemetery
as a public service. He doubt-
less had many other projects
and experiments. But his
catalpa plantings - meant to
demonstrate good use of aban-
doned land - provide lasting
proof of his dedication to his
town.

The popular ornamental
trees of today seem to be
smaller, to fit in a shrinking
world, and are less demanding
of clean-up. These representa-
tives of a tropical family have
brought a bit of southern exu-
berance to this New England
town. See a Montague catalpa,
and it is likely one of the myr-
iads planted courtesy of B.F.
Miner. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

LAPINE TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE

8/16mm films/35mm slides to DVD
or VHS, PAL conversions/picture

disks/Beta/Super 8mm/
U-matic/photo to DVD 

Bill and Kathy White 
Greenfield, MA (413) 773-7747

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating
& Paving, Inc.
Bryan Barlow, CEO

Demolition
Seal Coating
Treework
Construction Services
Septic Systems
Paving
Snow Plowing, Sanding

P.O. Box 386
Turners Falls, MA 01376

413-772-2155
Emergency Mailbox

896-2765

88--WWEEEEKK  CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEE!! !! !!
FIT FIGURES

Reshaping Your Life!
We will give you the energy...

You decide how to use it!
Stop in... we dare you

Now just $100.00 no enrollment fee

INCLUDES: 3-5 WORKOUTS A WEEK,
WEEKLY FITNESS ANALYSIS & LOTS OF SUPPORT.

STARTS JULY 18TH
In the French King Entertainment Center

(413) 423-3954 (ask for Fit Figures)
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