
TOMAHAWK CHOP 
Public Hearing 1/12/09: 6 p.m. at the High School 
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Promises. Promises 

"This i$ prohabJ} 1/ie mos, critical lime i11 the history• of thar building," 
- David Jeusen. /luilding fospecror 

. k-iu al yOlff deal f~lli_ng 
Whe n you re loo g A ·\1 Swilt - John nc t,, 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Better late than never, if 
ever. 

That appeared to be 
John Anctil's tax plan for 
the Swift River 
Strathmore Development 
project, as he failed on 
Tuesday to meet in execu
tive session with members 
of the selectboard to dis
cuss Swift River's over
due tax commitment of 

MILLERS FALLS - Jan
uary 4th, 2009. The patri
arch of Mineral Mountain 
passed away peacefully at 
home this day, near mid
night. Henry was a quiet 
man, a fa1mer, fill aviator, 
fill inventor and innovator, 
a fom1er selectman of 
Montague, and a mentor to 
those of us who follow in 
his conservationist foot
steps. 

He was bom and raised 
on the family farm at the 
confluence of the Millers 
filld Connecticut Rivers, 
above the French King 
Gorge. From humble 
beginnings, his natural 
intelligence and gentle 
demeanor destined him for 
what we could call great
ness, or at least, near-great
ness in many eyes. 

nearly a quaiter million 
dollfil·s. That meeting was 
postponed until next week. 

Anctil, founder and 
principal of the Swift 
River Strathmore 
Development Group, 
LLC, initialed a five page 
agreement with the town 
of Montague on August 
26th, 2008, and thereby 
committed himself to pay 
the majority of the back 
taxes owed on the proper-

Using his native inge
nuity he found a way to 
make it easier to get up the 
snowy pasture slopes in 
order to ski back down. His 
prototype rope tow never 
made him rich and famous, 
but he was among the first, 
if not the first, to develop 
the concept for skiers. He 
was a leader in developing 
the concept of frozen cattle 
emb1yos, working with 
other members of his fruni
ly. His interests and his 
youth spent on the ffilm in 
Millers Falls led him to 
teaching and administra
tive positions at the 
University of Massa
chusetts and the 
Massachusetts Extension 
Service. Getting his pilot's 
license at the nearby 
Turners Falls Airp01t, just 
over the hill from the 

The Strathmore Mill 
ty by January 1st of this 
yefil·. 

Anctil is developing an 
application to qualify the 
redevelopment of the 
Strathmore Mill, which is 
listed as one of the ten 
most endangered proper
ties in the Commonwealth 
by Preservation Mass
achusetts, for state filld 
federal historic tax cred
its, along with other pub
lic tax credits that could 

Waidlich ffilm, he later was 
a pilot in the Korefil1 War. 

Many ofus knew Herny 
as a conservationist and 
river stewfil·d. As one of the 
founding members of the 
Millers River Watershed 
Council, he led the fight 
against the paper mills 
along our river, to force 
them to obey the law and 
to clean up their disgrace
ful pollution and contami
nation of the Millers River. 
In addition to his time on 
the selectboard, he also 
se1ved as chainnan of the 
Montague Conservation 
Commission. 

Most of us will remem
ber Herny as a soft-spoken 
gentleman, slow to judge 
filld slow to anger, ever the 
diplomat and the persuad
er, who could express more 
thfill most with a twinkle in 

attract the requisite pri
vate investment needed to 
realize his vision of estab
lishing a film and video 
production facility and 
school at the site of the 
250,000 square foot, 
1871-vintage paper mill. 

Tax collector Patti 
Dion said the principal 
and interest on the taxes 
due on the Strathmore has 
reached $227,000, not 
counting attorney's fees. 

his eye, a slight hmnorous 
clearing of the throat, and 
an understated smile. 
When he filld his wife 
Betty placed their side of 
the mom1tain under a con
se1vation restriction, set
ting aside hundreds of 
acres of this treasure land 
in its natural state forever, 
it was an inspiration for all 
of us interested in prese1v
ing the land and restoring 
the river. It will be a lasting 
monument to Remy's spir
it, and the entire Waidlich 
frunily for all the ages to 
come. 

So the patriarch has set 
out on another jom11ey, but 
his spirit will always 
remain with us in these 
hills and in the clean-flow
ing river. 

Safe jom11ey, farewell, 
and happy landings Herny. 

Interest is accming daily 
at 16% (because the prop
e1ty is technically still in 
tax taking proceedings, 
which were stayed by the 
signed contract between 
Anctil and the town). 

"Nothing has been paid 
to date," Dion said. 

Besides the back taxes 
owed on the Strathmore, 
there is also the matter of 
a $300,000 lien against 

see MILL pg 8 
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Gill Passes 
override 

Twelve Vote Margin 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
"I think services are pretty 
much cut to the bone. The 
town does not ask for 
money it doesn't need. I 
used to be a member of the 
finance committee. I know 
these things," said Barbara 
Watson. She was the first 
voter through the line at 
the fire station, a few min
utes past noon when the 
polls opened in Gill on 
January 6th. By 8 o'clock 
that evening, 129 other 
Gill voters had agreed with 
her, suppo1ting the first -
and larger - ovenide 
amount of $35,013.33 on 
Tuesday's ballot. 

That question passed by 
only 12 votes; 118 votes 
were cast against it, and 
four ballots were left 
blank. The second ques
tion, to raise an additional 
$13,631 to build up a sta
bilization fund for the 
building inspector, which 
will be needed when bills 
come due from the 
Franklin Regional cooper
ative inspection program 
for a spate of costly build
ing pe1mits recently issued 
for multi-million dollar 
building projects at the 
No1thfield Mount Hennon 

see GILL pg 8 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
I'm Your Guy 

Roscoe 
Hey, I'm Roscoe, a male 

brown and white longhair cat in 
need of a good home. If you 
want a cool cat with real catti
tude, I'm your guy! At one year 
old, I'm a young cat with a lot of 
years ahead of me. I love to 
play. Give me lots of toys to 
potmce on and I'll show you my 
wild hunting skills. 

I'm really a loveable guy 
who would like nothing more 
than some string toys to play 
with and a comfortable spot in 
the sun where I can doze. 

So, when are you taking me 
home?! 

For more information on 
adopting me please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
email: leverett@dpvhs.org. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

.fi4~ 
Bovina: and sellina: used books 

32 BRIOGE STREET, 2ND F"LOOR 
SHELSURNE F'ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

Feel like a Brand New Person! 
W-nha 
Haircut at 
Ed's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karrii\1111 

"54 Years on the Ave" 

m:oe ;fflontague 
~eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tilis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occlm·ed. Toe publishers 

reserve the tight to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 
Local Subscription Rates: 

$20 for 6 months 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Mother Goose is Loose! 

BY LINDA mcKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Mother 
Goose on the Loose will be held 
Saturday, January 17th, at the 
Carnegie Libra1y at 10:30 am. 
The program is an interactive 
mix of guitar and banjo music, 
rhymes, stories, puppets, and 
other visuals. The free sessions 

are designed for babies through 
preschoolers and are perfo1med 
by Children's Librarian Linda 
Hickman and musician Michael 
Nix. Monthly Saturday pro
grams will be held on the third 
Saturday of each month through 
the winter. For more info1ma
tion call 413-863-3214. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Story Hour 

RUTHO'MARA 
TURNERS FALLS - Sto1y 
Hour at the Carnegie Library is 
on Wednesdays at 10:15 am. 
Children and their families are 
invited to come and enjoy sto
ries, crafts, music,activities and 
snacks. 

The weekly free series is 
designed for kids tmder age 5. 
This is a great time to meet 
new people, listen to stories, 
chat and spend a Wednesday 

morning. Beverages include 
coffee and juice. 

Great for home-schoolers! 
This month's schedule is as 

follows: Januaiy 7th - Waim & 
Cozy Tales, January 14th -
Winter Animal Stories, Janua1y 
21st - Snowy Stories, and 
Janua1y 28th - Cat Tales. 

For more information, 
please contact the Carnegie 
Libra1y 201 Avenue A, Turners 
Falls, 413-863-3214 

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Welcome New Librarian 

ERVING - The trustees of the 
Erving Public Library will 
hold an open house on 
Sunday, January 11th from 2 -
4 p m. to welcome new libra1y 
director Barbara Friedman 
and library assistant Elizabeth 

Oedel. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

All community members 
are invited to attend. For addi
tional information, please 
contact the library at 423-
3348. 
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The new Police Station takes shape on Turnpike Road 

Drivin9 Safe-Cy for Elder Drivers 
The Registry of Motor 

Vehicles (RMV) is committed 
to keeping drivers safe. the 
RMV will present "Shifting 
Gears," a free, hour-long pro
gram designed to educate and 
encourage elder drivers to be 
the best driver possible. The 
workshop will be presented at 
the Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street on Tuesday, 
Janua1y, 13th at 11 :00 a.m. by 
Michele Ellicks, community 
outreach coordinator for the 
RMV. 

The program includes tips 
on how to be a safer driver, 
information on how age affects 
one's driving. A list of warn
ing signs of tmsafe driving is 
provided to help drivers mini
mize their driving risk. 

The workshop also includes 
winter driving tips as well as 

information about obtaining 
disability placards or plates. 

Call the Gill-Montague 
Senior Center at 413-863-9357 
or 413-863-4500 to register, or 
for additional info1mation. 

Correction: 

Donated Vehicles Feed Area Elders 

Due to an editing error in 
the last issue (MR VII #13, 
Running the Blades), the 
name of the woman shoveling 
her driveway on Griswold 
Street with her daughter 
Josephine on December 20th, 
during a weekend snowsto1m, 
was printed inconectly. Her 
name is Margaret, not Ma1y, 
Pyfrom. We did not have her 
quoted quite accurately, 
either. Here is what she said 
that day: "The highway 
department is doing well with 
what they have to work with 
and because I have a seat on 
town meeting and I am a 
Montague Center volunteer 
firefighter, I am aware of the 
town's resources, thus I shov
el the end of my driveway 
without complaint." At least 
we got her daughter's name 
right. 

BY ANNA VIADERO any junkers in your driveway, or 
TURNERS FALLS - Donate that gas hog in your garage! 
your auto, truck, or boat to When you do, you make sure 
Wheels for Meals. You receive a eve1yone eats! 
tax deduction and Meals on For more info1mation go to 
Wheels, serving Franklin www helpinghandsofamerica.or 
Cotmty and the North Quabbin g or call 1-888-881-9090 or 1-
area, receives a po1tion of the 508-384-1212. 
value. Local contact at Franklin 

In 2008, Meals on Wheels Cotmty Home Care is Jane 
received $2600 from the Wheels Severance at info@fchcc.org, 
for Meals program. That fed 413-773-5555 or 978-544-2259. 
over 300 elders. For more than 30 years, 

It's a great time to get rid of Franklin County Home Care has 

been providing support se1vices, 
information and referral to 
elders, caregivers and persons 
with disabilities in Franklin 
County and the four North 
Quabbin towns of Royalston, 
Phillipston, Petersham and 
Athol. With more than 30 pro
grams and se1vices, Franklin 
County Home Care Corp, an 
Area Agency on Aging, gives 
elders, caregivers and persons 
with disabilities choices in how 
and where they live their lives. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES --Jan. 12th to 16th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Twners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
F1iday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 pm. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. Council-on-Aging Director 
is Bunny Caldwell. For informa
tion or to make reservations, call 
863-9357. Meal reservations need 
to be made a day in advance by 11 
a m. Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Mealsite Manager is Chtis 
Richer. The Center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any senior. 
A reservation is necessary and 
transpo1tation can be provided. 

Monday, 12th 
9:00AM-11:00AMFootscreen
ing Gill and Montague residents 
only. Advance registration need
ed. Fee $5.00. 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics. 
11 am.. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, 13th 
9:30 A.M. Prescription 
Advantage Update 
11 :00 A.M. Safe Driving for 
Elders 

Wednesday, 14th 
9:00 AM- 11 :00 AM Foot screen
ing Gill and Montague residents 
only. Advance registration need
ed. Fee $5.00. 
10:00 AM Senior Aerobics 
12:45 PM Bingo 
Thm·sday, 15th 
1 :00 P.M. Pitch 
F1iday, 16th 
10 a m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a m. Easy Aerobics 
Only Aerobics Classes are sched
uled for the week between 
Chtistmas and New Year's 

ERVING Senio1· Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a m. to 2 p m. for activities and 
congregate meals. For infonnation 
and reservations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at 413-423-
3308. Lunch daily at 11 :30 am. 
with rese1vations a day in advance 
by 11 :00 am. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical necessity by 
calling Dana Moore at 413-422-

2584. 
Monday, 12th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 13th 
9 am. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 14th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 15th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics. 
10:15 am. Pool 
F1·iday, 16th 
9 am. Bowling 
12:30 pm. Lunch:BeefStew 
12:30 pm. Embroidery 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the fo1mer public 
libra1y on Lockes Village Road. 
Call Kathy Swaim at (978) 544-
2020 for info, schedule of events 
or to coordinate transportation. 
The Senior Center will hold a 
'Souper Supper' beginning at 
5:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 
11th, with soup and bread; singa
long and games to follow. 

We apologize for those 
mistakes. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

THE 

SHADY 
N 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey • Tues. 
Chicken Fricassie • Wed: Chicken 

Souvtaki, Rice• Thurs Corn Beef & 
Cabbage • Fri: Fried Scallops 

Sat Yankee Pot Roast 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 
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un Do,r,,n In J{!§ Prime 
orty Years Ago, Officer Ted Martin Died in the Line of Duty 

Theodore Martin 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Badge Number 5 has been 
retired for 40 years, but the 
Montague police department 
still remembers the man who 
wore it. 

Ted Ma1tin. His partner of 
three years, Mike Saharceski, 
who went on to serve as 
Montague's chief of police in 
the 80s, recalled the night 
Martin was stmck and killed 
by a dmnk driver on Airport 
Ctuve on Millers Falls Road. 

"It happened on New Year's 
Eve," said Saharceski, reached 
by phone this week. 

"We were investigating an 

accident, and 
we were on the 
north side of the 
highway - the 
airport side -
just around the 
corner. Arnold 
and Bennie 
[Rubin] were 
there with their 
wrecker," to 
pick up a car, 

' driven by Brian 
DeITy, 20, of 
Green-field, 
that had appar
ently gone off 
the road in a one 
car accident 

minutes earlier. It 
was 1 :45 in the morning. 

"We had the car hooked up 
to the wrecker," said 
Saharceski. "A car came 
around the comer. I was able to 
get off the road. Teddy couldn't 
get out of the way." 

Martin had been taking 
info1mation from Deny at that 
moment, both men standing on 
the shoulder of the road. Deny 
was struck and injured. Ma1tin 
was struck and can·ied 180 feet 
on the hood of the sedan. The 
driver, Stephen A. McDonald, 
21, a native of Maine working 
on the excavation of the 
Northfield Mountain pumped 

hydro station and living at the 
time in a rooming house on 
Prentice Avenue in Greenfield, 
continued on without stopping. 

McDonald was picked up in 
Greenfield an hour and forty
five minutes later, with a 
smashed and bloodied wind
shield, driving erratically and 
on the wrong side of a traffic 
island on Main Street. Booked 
for manslaughter, leaving the 
scene of an accident, operating 
to endanger, driving under the 
influence, and drunkenness, 
McDonald went on to be tried 
and convicted and sentenced to 
five years. He served less time 
than that before being released, 
to return to Maine. 

Saharceski picked his part
ner's body off the street, 
rushed him in their cruiser to 
the FaITen Hospital where he 
was pronounced dead on 
aITival. Martin, at 44, an eight 
year veteran of the force, left a 
wife, whose maiden name was 
Jessica Plodjien, and a thirteen 
year old daughter, Charlotte, 
who grew up to many Michael 
Berniche, and move to Gill. 

Martin is the only Montague 
police officer to die in the line 
of duty. His name is marked on 
a memorial stone beside the 
Montague Police Station on 1st 
Street, placed there with 

money raised by the Montague 
Police Association at the initia
tive of officer Bill Doyle, a rel
ative by maniage of Martin's 
widow, in 2001. 

Benny Rubin remembered 
the details of that night only 
slightly differently than the 
version reported in the papers 
at the time. He recalled that 
Ma1tin had pulled Deny over 
for a routine traffic violation. 

"Teddy Martin stopped a 
car. My brother Arnold and I, 
we had the car already on the 
wrecker, getting ready to take 
off. That's when he came 
around the comer and clipped 
him. It was a tragic thing," said 
Rubin. He agreed with the offi
cial line on the rest of the sto1y. 

Saharceski averred that 
McDonald, the hit and run dri
ver, ''was going too fast, and he 
had been drinking. Teddy 
wound up on the hood of the 
car. He carried him down the 
road thiity or forty yards. The 
car kept going." 

Rubin said, "He was flyin' 
around the comer, way over to 
the right, pretty much in the 
shoulder." 

Saharceski recalled Ma1tin 
had grown up in town, worked 
at the foundty at the Millers 
Falls Tool Company before 
coming to work fulltime on the 

police department. Press 
repo1ts at the time state he had 
ten siblings, he was an active 
athlete at Turners Falls High, 
where he set longstanding 
records in track and field and 
excelled on the football field, 
where he earned the nickname 
"Bull." He was a Navy veteran 
of World War II. 

"You couldn't ask for a 
nicer man," said Rubin. 

"Teddy was a good partner," 
said Saharceski. "He had a fan
tastic memo1y, unbelievable on 
number plates. We'd see a car 
in the beginning of the night, 
parked somewhere; we'd drive 
by. Three hours later we'd see 
it somewhere else, and Ted 
would say, 'Hey, that car was 
parked in front of the Fireside.' 
He was fantastic with num
bers." 

As it happened, Ted Martin 
had not been scheduled to work 
on New Year's Eve, 1968. He 
was pulling an extra shift for 
officer Bob Sabator, who need
ed to use up his vacation time 
before the clock ran out on 
1968. 

By the time 1969 dawned, 
Ted Ma1tin's number was up, a 
good man mn down in his 
prime, in the line of duty. 

Correction to Food Pantry Facts: 
The Need Is Even Greater n nn n Attn~ nu 

BY ELIZABETH NASH 
TURNERS FALLS - A mis
chievous little gremlin inserted a 
wrong number into an aiticle on 
the Franklin Countly Smvival 
Center Food Pantly that I wrote 
for the December 24th issue of 
this paper. Well, OK, no gremlin: 
I typed the wrong number in 
with my own two hands. I regret 
the enor but appreciate the 
chance to talk to you again about 
this amazing little pantly and its 
needs, which are even greater 
than you thought. 

Here's what the grem - uh, 
here's what I typed: 

Food guideline: 4 pounds 
feeds one person 3 meals a day 
for 3 days. 

Here's what I should have 
typed: 

Food guideline: 4 potmds 
feeds one person 3 meals a day 
for 1 day. 

So fom· potmds of food - the 
equivalent, say, of three cans of 
vegetables and a box of mac n' 
cheese - enables one person to 
keep body and soul together for 

just one day. 
Please keep those numbers in 

mind throughout the coming 
year. And when you're cruising 
through the supermarket or gaz
ing into your full fridge deciding 
what you'd like to eat, remember 
those htmgiy neighbors for 
whom finding the daily four is a 
constant struggle. Then make a 
donation to the pantly. 

"We know that a peaceful 
world cannot long exist, one-third 
rich and two-thirds hungry. " 

-Jimmy Carter 

TRACTORS FOR FARM, HOME & CONSTRUCTION 
We Carry John Deere and Kubota Tractors, Stihl Chain Saws, 

Blowers, Tra,tor Mowers, Ariens Snow Blowers. 
Also: • Wood Chippers • Log Splitters • Winches 

• Fire Proof Safes • Materials Handling Equipment 

STIHI.: 

SIRUN[OUIPNENTCOMPANY.INC. 
310 FEDERAL STREET RTE. 63 MONTAGUE 
SERVING THE AREA FOR OYER 46 YEARS 

---==41 :h367-248 l 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Greenlleld 
Oo-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

MontagueWeb Works.com 

build I ma11age I create I 413.522.4808 ,. 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Montague, MA 01351 

$- EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 
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Why Did We Stop the Tomahawk Chop? 
BY KEN ROCKE 
GILL-MONTAGUE - I've 
been asked to provide an expla
nation of why the administration 
of the Gill Montague Regional 
School District decided to 
declare a moratorium on the 
Turners Falls High School 
band's use of the Tomahawk 
Chop and the accompanying 
'fight song'. I've also been asked 
to explain the process by which 
this decision was made, and why 
it was implemented the way it 
was. 

When I became interim 
superintendent of the GMRSD in 
June of 2007, I did not know a 
lot about the schools of this dis
trict, nor about the traditions of 
the spo1ts teams. Although I had 
taught at Franklin County 
Technical School in Turners 
Falls for over twelve years, end
ing in 1998, I had then worked in 
schools out of this area for sever
al years, first in Bennington, 
Vermont, and then in Canton, 
Massachusetts. 

I attended my first TFHS 
football game in the fall of 2007. 
It was a great game - but I was 
more than a little surprised to see 
the band and the cheerleaders 
leading the fans in the 'fight 
song' and the Tomahawk Chop. 
Why did this surprise me? 

The controversy arotmd the 
perfo1mance of 'the Chop' is not 
new, nor is it confined to TIHS. 
As most eve1yone knows, the 
Atlanta Braves have been using 
it for many years, as have other 

spo1ts teams across the nation. 
My perception of it was fo1med 
many years ago, when 'the 
Chop' done by the Atlanta 
Braves became something of a 
national debate. The arguments 
against the practice - that it was 
offensive to Native Americans, 
that it indulged in racial stereo
typing, and that it was, therefore 
discriminato1y - were persuasive 
tome. 

Professional sports teams can 
- and do - use Native American 
'mascots' in a variety of ways. 
The most egregious examples 
include the Washington 
Redskins (the name is pejorative 
and offensive) and the Cleveland 
Indians (the caitoon 'mascot' is 
stereotyping in the extreme). 
Fans of these teams can decide 
for themselves whether or not 
these kinds of portrayals of 
Native Americans are consistent 
with the values that they - and 
their communities - hold. 

For schools, it is a different 
sto1y. We have both a legal and a 
moral positive obligation to pro
vide an educational environment 
that is welcoming to students of 
all backgrotmds, all ethnicities, 
all races, all creeds, and all reli
gions. We are committed to 
establishing an educational com
munity - an environment for 
leaining - that is not offensive to 
any group of people in our 
schools or in our commtmities. 

It is, in this cmmtiy, a funda
mental and civil right for all chil
dren to be educated in public 
schools that are free from dis
criinination. In a democracy, 
public education se1ves a dual 
purpose: to produce knowledge
able citizens who can exercise 
their right to vote and to thus 
help shape our government and 
our shared commtmity; and also 
to provide the means ( educ.ation) 
for individuals to realize and 
actualize their dreams, their 
potential, and to thus bring their 
talents and gifts to full fruition, 
for the benefit of both their fam
ilies and for society as a whole. 

An educational environment 
that allows discrimination 

see TOMAHAWK pg 5 
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I SAID 
B-SJ.IARP, NOT 

B-FRESJ.I! 

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

LETTER TO ti, THE EDITOR 

A Good Public Spankine 
Why would you write a story about the skate 

park "Seeking a Pe1manent Home" (MRVII #12: 
favorable coverage on de Christopher in the past 
and now becomes oddly silent. 

Seeking a Pe1manenet Home for the Sk8 Park) 
and refer to Tim de Christopher not by name but 
as a "private landowner"? You gave the names of 
other neighbors contacted. 

Or neglect to mention the salient fact that he is 
holding out from agreeing to extending the skate 
park lease because he wants $300 a month? My 
goodness! The Montague Reporter has heaped 

I generally adinire your writing but this kind of 
repo1tage does a disservice to the community and 
good journalism. In these tough times, de 
Christopher needs a good public spanking for 
holding the skate park hostage for ransom. Shame 
on the both of you! 

- Peter Fisher 
Turners Falls 

Ed. Replies: When Tzm de Christopher pur
chased Chick's Garage afew years ago, he inher
ited the skate park lease along with the property. 
Prior to that, he assisted the teens with tools and 
electricity and advice as they constructed the 
skate park, and subsequent to purchasing Chick's 
he continued to provide such assistance. Although 
the town was negligent in its contract to care for 
and properly maintain the parkfor the duration of 
the 10-year lease, he did not abrogate the lease, as 
was his right. No11~ despite some vandalism to his 

properties over the years, he continues to negoti
ate with the town toward a mutually satisfactory 
solution to the question of where the skate park 
should be permanently located. According to the 
town administrator this week, those negotiations 
are going well. In all this, we think de Christopher 
has shown more than an average willingness to 
accommodate a problematic neighbor, recogniz
ing the skate park is also a valued resource to the 
youth of our community. He deserves credit for 
this, and we are glad to give it to him. 

Annual Sawmill River IOK Bun 
This past New Year's Day, 

Montague Pai·ks & Recreation 
picked up the mantle of organiz
ing the Annual Sawinill River 
1 OK Run that Al Ross proudly 
carried for many years. 
Approximately, eighty-five run
ners from all over the region 
braved sub-freezing tempera
tures for this major fundraising 
event that supports MPRD's 
Sponsor-A-Child Scholarship 
Program. However, it would 
not have been possible without 
the critical donation of time, 
energy, resources, and funding 
from many within our fine com
mtmity. 

We would like to thank A.H. 
Rist Insurance Co., Renaissance 
Builders, Greenfield Savings 
Bank, Paul Voiland and 
De.erfield Valley Heating & 
Cooling, Red Fire Fa1m, Judd 
Wire, Tum It Up CD's, and The 
Body Shoppe for their generous 
financial support. We would 

also like to thank Second Sti·eet 
Baking Company, Clarkdale 
Farms, Food City, Foster's 
Supe1market, David Martula of 
the SugarloafMotmtain Athletic 
Club, the Montague Center 
Volunteer Firemen's 
Association, and the First 
Congregational Church of 
Montague Center for much 
needed supplies, materials and 
other critical se1vices. 

As many of you know, vol
tmteer assistance is essential to 
the success of an event of this 
magnitude. Therefore, consider
able appreciation goes out to 
Anne Fiske, Bob Perry of 
Bicycles Unlimited, the 
Montague Pai·ks & Recreation 
Commissioners, Tom Bergeron 
and the Montague Highway 
Department, members of Boy 
Scout Troop #6, The Franklin 
Cotmty Amateur Radio Club 
and The Community 
Emergency Response Team led 

by Chet Chin, Mike Kociela, 
and the cotmtless other voltm
teers who spent a good portion 
of their holiday helping us out. 

Finally, we would like to 
thank those runners who ran in 
the snow and faced a pretty stiff 
wind during the race last 
Thursday. We appreciate your 
support of MPRD programs, 
and look forward to bringing 
this event back for New Yeai·'s 
Day of 2010. 

- Sincerely, 
Jon Dobosz, Director 

Montague Parks & 
Recreation Dept 

We We/tome 
Your Leffers! 

fflontague l\.eporter 
58 4th St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 
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Delending the Tomahawk Chop 
Here I go again sticking my 

neck out to have my head 
chopped off. Hope I don't 
offend my dear, dear friends of 
ancestral descent from France. 
The guillotine was a weapon 
used to destroy the enemies of 
France who wanted to take the 
land, kill or wound its military, 
and harm or kill its civilian 
population. Was it wrong the 
use the guillotine to prevent 
this? 

The United States presi
dent, after much soul search
ing, used an atomic bomb as a 
weapon of war to prevent the 
wounding and killing of thou
sands and thousands of our 
milita1y by an enemy who 
wanted to take our land, 
destroy our milita1y, and hann 
or kill our civilian population. 
Was it wrong to use the atom
ic bomb to prevent this? 

Apparently, many years 
ago, the tomahawk was used 
as a weapon of war to attack or 
defend against an enemy who 
wanted to take the land, 
wound or kill its milita1y, and 
harm or kill its civilian popu
lation. Was it wrong to use the 
tomahawk to 1:Iy to prevent 
this? 

One cheer the TFHS cheer
leaders use is "Fight! Fight! 
Fight! Fight!" Does anyone 
think they want their team to 
engage in a boxing match with 
the opposition? The 
Tomahawk Chop, to me, was 
just another way to urge their 
team to do their best. Attack 
the enemy. Go into their terri-

to1y and win the game. Defend 
their own territory so the 
opposition doesn't score a 
touchdown. 

Apparently, the superinten
dent of schools and the chair 
of the school committee used 
their adviso1y powers to ban 
the Tomahawk Chop because 
they believed it was discrimi
nato1y, and there is a school 
policy against discrimination. 
I may be the only person who 
doesn't know why the 
Tomahawk Chop is discrimi
nato1y. Is it a sign of brave1y 
about people who wanted to 
defend their way of life? 

What I am really scared 
about is the possibility of the 
proud, honorable, brave name: 
The Tumers Falls Indians, will 
be eliminated from Turners 
Falls High School. I thought 
the name meant Pride, Brave1y 
and Honor, after hours of prac
tice, serving a breakfast, col
lecting cans and bottles, sell
ing raffle tickets, jumping up 
and down and screaming as a 
championship t:I·ophy was held 
high above their heads, a 140 
pound football player tackled 
and thrown to the ground by a 
190 pound opponent and then 
going back to the huddle and 
asking his quarterback to give 
him the football again, the 
band entertaining seniors at 
the senior center, collecting 
food for the poor. Turners 
Falls Indians. Discrimination? 
Or what I believe it means? 

-Allan Adie 
Gill 

Banish Winter Fundraiser 
for Montague Reporter 

Come to tL.e Rendezvoue 

TL.unday9 Jan. 29tL., 5 - 9 pomo 

Coclltail Hour Music with Lisa Dauol, 

Emily Brewster & Friends 

Hors d'oeurws will be served 

The Phantom of the Strathmore 

A one-act Written & Directed by David Detmold 

Irish Pub Music with Banish Misfortune 

Support Independent Media ... in your o-wn hometo-wn 
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from TOMAHAWK pg 4 
makes it more difficult for mem
bers of minority groups to 
access all of the benefits educa
tion can bring. It is, simply, 
more difficult to stay in school if 
schools discriminate - even in 
subtle ways - against specific 
groups. 

As superintendent, then, I 
have an obligation to not allow 
practices by school-funded and 
school-sponsored groups that 
are discriminato1y and offensive 
to minority groups. This is why 
I decided to suspend the use of 
the Tomahawk Chop and the 
accompanying 'fight song', and 
this is why I have continued to 
support the position that we, the 
administration, have taken. 

Some might argue that 'the 
Chop' is not offensive. Our 
research shows just the oppo
site. At the national level, the 
United States Commission on 
Civil Rights has issued a state
ment that clearly calls for 
schools to discontinue the use of 
Native American images, 
themes, and mascots. I urge 
everyone interested in this issue 
to read this statement. It's avail
able on our website and also at 
www.usccr.gov/press/archives/2 
001/041601 st.htm. 

Locally, we convened a 
group of students (including ath
letes and cheerleaders), teach
ers, administrators, parents and 
Native Americans, to discuss 
this issue. The leaders of Native 
American groups in our com
munities have been unequivocal 
in their response: the use of 'the 
Chop' and the accompanying 
'fight song' are offensive. 

The message does not get 
much clearer than this. If we 
were to continue to allow the 
use of 'the Chop', we would 
continue to offend the Native 
Americans in our communities. 

It takes an act of active empa
thy and active imagination to 
put ourselves in the place of oth
ers. This is exactly the quality -
and the experience - that I still 
hope our students will have 
when they think deeply enough 
about this issue. 

Last spring, the elementa1y 
schools of Gill-Montague had a 
wonderful parade from 
Sheffield Elementaiy, through 
town, to the Discove1y Center in 
Tumers Falls. We had all the 
students from our elementa1y 
schools there, from the youngest 
to the oldest. The band played a 
variety of entertaining songs on 
the way down. After the speech
es were done - celebrating Earth 
Day - and reminding all ofus of 
the traditions and heritage of the 
area, including its Native 
American histo1y, the band 
played one last song. 

You guessed it. They played 
the 'fight song' and did the 
Tomahawk Chop. As I looked 
across the crowd, I saw children 
three and four years old imitat
ing the older kids. I realized 
that, without harmful intent by 
anyone, we were perpetuating a 
tradition that is disrespectful and 
offensive to Native Americans. 

When we convened our first 
discussion group about 'the 
Chop', I shared this experience 
with the group. One of the stu
dents there said she had had the 
exact same experience. Her 

5 

words: "When I saw the little 
kids doing 'the Chop', I 
cringed." 

Well, that made several ofus. 
This cringing - this embaiTass
ment - is a sign to ourselves that 
what is going on is not right, and 
should not be continued. 

Others may feel and think 
differently, and they ai·e certain
ly entitled to their feelings and 
to their views. In the meantime, 
the administration has taken a 
stand on an impo1tant issue in 
the community. A public hearing 
on 'the Chop' will be held at 6 
pm. this Monday, Januaiy 12th 
at the Tumers Falls High School 
auditorium. Ultimately, the 
community will have to consid
er whether or not this particular 
tradition is truly reflective of the 
values that we hold. 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

Our Fu 

...... Let's Discover it Together 

gcc.mass.edu 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PFTFR UJATFRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

IntCI·io,· 978 544 6534 Ueodell 
Exterior - - MA -~-~-~-~-~-~- ~ 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB, CRS, GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ger I Johnson & AssonarEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 
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Reaching Out for People To People 
LINDSEY WILSON has paiticipated in this program 
GILL-MONTAGUE - Many of since 2003. 
us receive mail from fu July, Dill plans to travel to 
organizations and we Western Europe for three weeks 
immediately write them off as as an ambassador for People to 
scams. People. "If this were to become a 

When Tumers Falls High reality, which I hope it will, I 
School junior Elizabeth Dill and hope to learn about the cultures 
her mother opened a letter from that I will be visiting and make 
the People to People Student lasting :friendships," she said. 
Ambassadors Program, they The trip, however, will cost 
thought the same thing, but Dill's family a little over $6,000. 
instead of tossing the 

letter, they decided to ~ 6 ~ c:::..c 1 _ __JC:, C:, L do some research. ~ ,--, 
People to People 

is a 50-year-old LIGHTS 
program that was 
founded by President.._ ______________ ...., 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. President 
Eisenhower believed, "Peacefol 
relations between nations require 
mutual respect between 
individuals." His idea lives on 
today, on seven continents, 
through the People to People 
program. 

Dill also leained that no one 
from Turners Falls High School 

The payments are due in 
installments and she has been 
able to gather enough support to 
make payments until the end of 
December. Now, she plans to 
hold several fond.raisers and has 
even thought of buying some 
hemp to make and sell bracelets 
to raise money. 

Any individual or business 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

TFHS junior Elizabeth Dill i.r 
raising monry to become a People to 

People ambassador this summer. 
willing to donate can call 
Elizabeth Dill at (413) 367-3029. 
Any fondraising ideas are also 
welcome. Hopefully our giving 
community can help her reach 
her goal. 
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MCTV Schedule January 9th through 15th 
Friday, January 9th 
2:30 PM Discovery Center Fossil 
Tracks 
3 30 PM Falls Table Michaelangelo 
"Gnoccki with Shrimp• 
4:30 PM Franklin County Matters 
Community Based Banks 
5 35 PM Green by 2015 
6 00 PM Into the Way of Peace 
700 PM GMRSD 12_9_08 
11:00 PM The Katie Clarke Band 

Saturday, January 10th 
3 00 PM Poetry Music Jam for 
Montague Reporter from the Vou 
4:00 PM Power Canal Draw Down 
4:30 PM Proud to be a Mason 
5 00 PM Refusal 15 
5 30 PM Safe and Green Campaign 
7:00 PM Town Forum Unity Park 
Hearing 
10:00 PM Sculpture Fest "08" Firedance 
11:00 PM Tapping Maple Ridge 

Sunday, January 11th 
2:30 PM White House Chronicles 
3 30 PM Women Girls & HIV:Teen 
Girls 
4:00 PM TWB Sky Awareness 
5 00 PM Turkey Day Game 2008 
730 PM The Western Mass Dem: 
Chris Forgey 
8 30 PM The Spirit of Lake Pleasant 
10:30 PM The Flow ofTime 

Hitchcock 
630 PM The Western MASS 
Democrat Senator Stan Rosenberg 
7 00 PM GMRSD 1/13/09 (Live) 

Wednesday, January 14th 
8 00 AM TWB Growing a Green 
Community 
9 00 AM Underground Railway 
Concert 07 
10:30 AM Physician Focus Young 
Athletes and Sports Injuries 
1130 AM Michael Nix 
1 00 PM Falls Table Mike Ryan 
200 PM Montague 250th Anniversary 
Parade 
4 00 PM Montague Update: John 
Anctil 
5 00 PM Deer Hunting Tips 101 Part 2 
5 30 PM Mik TV: Gentling The Bull 
6 00 PM Carlos W. Anderson "Big Fat 
Lie" 
7 00 PM Town Forum Unity Park 
Hearing 
10:00 PM On The Ridge New England 
Brush Wolf Hunting 
10:30 PM Over The Falls The Eddie in 
Eddies Wheels 
12:00 AM Encore Body Art #10 

Friday, January 15th 
8 00 AM Peoples Harvest1 
9 30 AM Physician Focus Young 
Athletes and Sports Injuries 

Josh Gammon Tapped as Top 
Alternative for US Senate Scholarship Program 

Monday, January 12th 
2:00 PM Discovery Center-Root Cellar 
3 30 PM Mik TV: Gentling The Bull 
4:00 PM Mohawk Holiday Concert 
2008 

10:30 AM Poetry Music Jam for 
Montague Reporter from the Vou 
1130 AM Safe and Green Campaign 
100 PM Darker Image 
200 PM Discovery Center Fossil 
Tracks BY DAVID DETMOLD - On 

December 11th, Josh Gammon, a 
senior at Turners Falls High 
School, received a letter in the 
mail from the Heai·st Foundation 
notifying him that he had been 
chosen as an alternate in the 4 7th 
Annual US Senate Youth 
Scholai·ship Program. 

Two other students from 
Vicky Valley's Advanced 
Placement U.S. History class, 
Sam Colton and Nick 
Skarzynski, also qualified to 
become finalists in the statewide 
competition for the Senate Youth 
Scholarship Program. Hannah 
Neville and Debra Partridge 
were the students' advisors on 
this project. 

Although only two students 
from each state will wind up 
traveling to Washington DC as 
guests of the Senate program, 
Gammon is pleased to have 
come in third in the state of 
Massachusetts in the academic 
competition. "This high honor is 
indicative of your outstanding 

achievements and leadership 
abilities," said the letter from the 
Hearst Foundation, notifying 
him that he had been picked as 
the top alternate, in case either of 
the two winners were unable to 
participate in the Washington 
DC pa1t of the program. 

The two winners, both from 
Eastern Massachusetts, were 
Daniel Moraff and David Shoup. 

Gammon said he, Colton and 
Skai·zynski traveled to Malden 
late last yeai· for an inte1view 
with official from the 
Department of Elementaiy and 
Secondaiy Education. They each 
had to write a 750 word essay 
considering the pros and cons of 
US Histo1y topic that was not 
known to them beforehand, as 
pa1t of the competition. 

Gammon's topic was the role 
of superdelegates and the role of 
Super Tuesday primaries in the 
presidential nominating process. 
Gammon said he pointed out in 
the essay that as presidential 
campaigns develop, issues 

\T~nffiQ;l-1-Z. 
,.-,\)- Suue 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

{3eteli,tt•, ~•i 9fti A••t,,.eu~ifl 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Now accepting calls for fall clean-up and new clients 
for snow removal within 12 miles of Montague Center" 

Res, enfia & Commer<1a - fu lnwre 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

emerge from day to day that can 
have a determinant effect on the 
outcome of the race. If too many 
states bunch up on one day to 
nominate a candidate, this could 
impede the examination of 
critical issues over the course of 
an entire campaign. "Hilary 
Clinton was favored to win on 
Super Tuesday. If more states 
had held their primaries that day, 
we might have a different 
president today," Gammon said. 

Gammon, who plays on the 
tennis and basketball teams at 
Turners and is a member of the 
marching band and plays 
tnunpet in the jazz band as well, 
said he has applied to a number 
of colleges, including William 
and Ma1y, Elon University, 
Em01y University, Tulane 
University, Boston College and 
Notre Dame. He plans to major 
in business administration and 
Ininor in political science or 
international relations. 
Congratulations, Josh! 

5 30 PM Montague Community Band 
07 

300 PM Common Man Concert-Tim 
Van Egmond 

6 00 PM Montague Machine 
700 PM Select Board (Live) 

4 30 PM On The Ridge Turkey Hunting 
Tips 

10:30 PM Mik TV with Joe Landry pt1 
11:00 PM On The Ridge Bow Hunting 
101 

5 30 PM White House Chronicles 
6 30 PM The HIV Test 
7 00 PM Select Board 1 /12/09 

Tuesday, January 13th 
9 00 PM The Looming Crisis in Oil 
Depletion 

3 00 PM Senses of Place 1100 PM Valley Idol Finals 2008 
4:30 PM the epics at the vous 
5 30 PM The Rise and Fall of Lake 

~t Clear Cho1, 
~o b "~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WffiDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 07 141 
Mass. Ucense #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

:• LAPINE MULTIMEDIA ~ An111al 
'CS Heating 

Svstem 
Cleaning MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVERTED TO DVD, 

VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

~ PlumbllU 
•~ Repairs 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 

~ UCENSED 
'CS TECH· 

NICIANS 

www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 #M10588 (MA) 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

'I Storm Damage Prevention & 
Restoration 

'I Cabling & Bracing 
'I Shade Tree Maintenance 
'!Tree Removal 

Matthew Edwards 
Certified Arborlst 
'I Owner 

'I Climber 

'I Insured 

Wendell • 978-544-7452 
www.mattedwardstree.com 
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NOTES FROM ERVING SElECTBOARD 
Special Town Meeting to Consider Hazmat Training for Firefighters 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - On Meattey said the Massachusetts appearing on the wan-ant will be 
Janua1y 5th, Erving's new fire Fire Academy would provide a measure to authorize the town 
chief, Bud Meattey, brought a the training in Erving sometime to apply for a $60,000 state 
list of volunteer firefighters in the spring. grant, to be administered by the 
willing to take the state However, the cost to the Franklin Regional Council of 
mandated Hazmat training to town for the training will Governments, to assist the town 
the selectboard meeting. It was amount to $11,000, said town under the state's Chapter 43-D 
an impressive list. All 26 administrative assistant Tom expedited pennitting program. 
firefighters signed up. Sharp. An appropriation for that Sharp said most of that money 
Cun-ently, none of the Eiving purpose will appear as the would go toward studying how 
firefighters have received second article on a six item to improve the sewer 
Hazmat training, which is warrant for a special town infrastmcture at the fo1mer IP 
required to prepare firefighters meeting on Monday, January paper Inill in Eivingside, to 
to respond to incidents 26th, at 7:00 pm. in town hall. modify it for tenants that would 
involving hazardous materials. Among the other items generate less sewage than a 

Chapter 43-D, to allow for 
expedited pe1mitting of a major 
development project in town. 

A plan to spend some of the 
money to study a method of 
lowering the roadbed beneath 
the Arch Street railroad 
overpass, to allow better tmck 
access to the former Usher Mill 
site has been dropped, Sharp 
said. 

Prest and his crew are aheady 
going to be resmfacing part of 
Prospect Street, following some 
work on the cmTent sewer line 
there, so this would be a logical 
and cost-effective oppo1tunity 
to extend the line to the 
remaining houses and the ball 
field in Prospect Street 
extension, Sharp said. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUCE LOG 
Dogs, Car Crashes and a Christmas Tree 

Tuesday, 12/23 
1 :40 p.m. Report of larceny by credit card 
from Renovator's Supply. Under 
investigation. 
1 :50 p.m. Report of erratic operation west 
bound on Route 2, wrong side of road. 
Found operator, checked out okay. 
Wednesday, 12/24 
7:55 a.m. Report of illegal dumping of 
trash on Maple Street, checked same. 
9:50 a.m. Motor vehicle accident on North 
Street with no injuries. Minor guard rail 
damage. 
1 :50 p.m. Two car accident on Route 2 at 
Mountain Road with injuries. Orange 
ambulance transported injured subjects to 
hospital. Massachusetts state police 
handled report 
Thursday, 12/25 
1 :35 p.m. 911 call from police station, was 
subject requesting to speak with officer 
and not an emergency. Handled same. 
7:15 p.m. Report of neighbor dispute on 
Old State Road. 
Friday, 12/26 
3:50 p.m. Report of injured bobcat near 
Erving Paper Mill. Unable to locate same. 
Saturday, 12/27 
12:45 p.m. Assisted Montague police with 
ftght at 2nd Street Bar and arrest of 
disorderly subjecl 
10:33 a.m. Assisted gill police, open line 
at French King Highway location in Gill. 
Spoke wrth homeowner, possible problem 
with phone line. 
9:55 p.m. Responded to Shutesbury, 
Officer in need of assistance. 
Sunday, 12/28 
1 :55 a.m. Assisted Massachusetts state 
police cruiser with felony stop on Pine 
Street, Gill. 
1 :43 p.m. Passing motorist delivered dog 
to station, found it walking up Route 2. 
Tuesday, 12/30 
12:00 p.m. Report of tree on wires on 
Mountain Road. Localed same, National 
Grid notified. 
1 :38 p.m. Removed tree from roadway on 
Route 63 at Poplar Mountain Road. 
Wednesday, 12/31 

8:40 a.m. Report of motor vehicle 
accident on Route 2 at Pisgah Mountain 
Road in Gill. Assisted Gill police with 
same, found where vehicle hrt ledges, 
debris left behind at scene. 
8 50 a.m. Flagged over by motorist who 
reported canine hrt by tractor trailer unit 
Localed same in woods, brought animal to 
owner for treatment 
9:00 a.m. Report of motor vehicle 
accident on Route 2 at police station. 
Checked area, no crash found. Observed 
several areas where vehicles had spun 
out and hrt curb. 
1:45 p.m. Report of motor vehicle 
accident on Route 2 at French King 
Bridge. Found to be in Gill, stood by until 
Gill police arrived. 
1:50 p.m. Report of motor vehicle 
accident at Bridge Street in Farley with no 

for operation 
o a mo or tc e a revoked license 
as a habrtual traffic offender, operation 
with a revoked registration and operation 
of an uninsured motor vehicle. 
Friday, 1/3 
8 30 a.m. Report of fraud/larceny at Ridge 
Road. Under investigation. 
11:10 a.m. Two car motor vehicle 
accident on Route 2 at High Street wrth no 
injuries. 
Sunday, 1/4 
9:40 a.m. Report of black smoke at a 
River Road residence. Assisted fire 
departmenl 
8 35 p.m. Report of larceny of motor 
vehicle mirrors at an East Prospect Street 
address. 
9 50 p.m. Report of out of control juvenile 
at a North Street address. Srtuation under 
control, verbal only. 
Monday, 1/5 
9 58 a.m. Motor vehicle accident on North 
Street with no injuries. Car off of road. 
1255 p.m. Report of Christmas tree in 
roadway, Route 2, Erving center. 
Removed same. 

paper Inill. Other grant ftmds 
would pay for legal assistance 
to bring the town's zoning 
bylaws into conformity with 

Alticles to spend $5,000 for 
the highway department to 
purchase a 'trench box' for road 
construction projects, and 
$10,000 for the highway 
department to install a new 
sewer line on Prospect Street 
extension in Eiving Center, to 
hook up three homes and the 
bathrooms at Zelinski Field will 
also appear on the wa1nnt. Paul 

The finance cominittee 
recommended all the articles on 
the wa1nnt, including one for 
$11,010 to reimburse the state 
of Massachusetts for a number 
of items the state allegedly 
overpaid the town of Erving on 
its latest local aid allocation, 
notably $8,320 in the cha1ter 
school tuition line item. 

see ERVING pg 12 

HOUSING REHABD..ITATION PROGRAM 
The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority (HRA) is currently applying for funding for the Towns of 
Bernardston, Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, Heath, Leverett, 
Montague, Rowe, Orange, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Warwick & 
Whately. At this time we are establishing a waiting list for each town. 

Income eligible applicants who qualify for a full-deferred 
payment loan will be able to borrow up to $30,000.00. This is a 0% 
interest, deferred payment loan, the loan is secured by a lien placed 
on your property, and the loan is due when you sell or transfer the 
property. 

The goal of this program is to enable low to moderate-income 
homeowners to bring their homes into code compliance, handicap 
accessibility, do needed repairs and weatherize their homes. 

Homeowners must have an annual gross income equal to or 
less than the following amounts: 

# In Household 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Gross Annual Income 
$41,450.00 
$47,350.00 
$53,300.00 
$59,200.00 
$63,950.00 
$68,650.00 
$73,400.00 
$78,150.00 

If you are interested in applying for the Housing Rehab program 
please call Charity Day@ (413) 863-9781 ext. 132 or email at 
cday@fchra.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

22 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-714· 3500 • greenfie1d@copycatprintshop.com 

Crescent Moon 
Firearms 

TAKING ORDERS FOR ALL YOUR 

FIREARM & AMMUNITION NEEDS 

Alan Lambert 413.863.2964 
413.834.1692 

EDL 
Dealer in Used 

Home Furnishings 
SMALL FURNITURE • COLLECTABLES • DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

DOLAN & DOtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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array of silk, heirloom whites, velveteen, 
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Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & scarves. 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
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\.. please visit our website or the store for even more .,./ 
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CELL: (413) 838 3071 

LIC# 
153335 
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MILL from page 1 
the property - the sum expended by 
the town to repair roofs on two main 
buildings following the May 2007 arson 
fire, and to retrofit the sp1inkler system 
to a diy release system to avoid the 
prospect of freezing pipes in the 
unheated po1tions of the complex. 

The agreement states that if Anctil 
upholds his end of the contract, in its 
entirety, the town will slowly forgive 
that $300,000 over the course of the 
next ten years, provided Anctil's group 
retains ownership of the prope1ty for 
that length of time. 

Anctil made other promises in that 
carefully worded contract. Among 
them, he agreed to: 

• "clean-up all of the debris left by 
the fire that destroyed Building #10 ... 
including all of the asbestos and 
hazardous material that is mixed into 

GILL from page 1 
School, failed na1rnwly, by a vote 
of 116 in favor to 134 against, 
with two blank ballots. 

Town clerk Lynda Hodsdon- • 
Mayo said 252 of the town's 1119 
registered voters showed up at the 
polls, for a tum-out of 22.5%. In 
advance of the winter sto1m that 
began a few hours later, the 
weather Tuesday was clear and 
sunny. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

the debris." 
• remove "all asbestos throughout 

the entire complex (with the exception 
of the boiler, boiler venting, and boiler 
room)" 

• remove "approximately 4,200 
gallons of #6 oil ... cmTently stored in 
two large above ground tanks" 

Anctil also agreed to: 

• "secure the prope1ty with a locked 
gate by Building #11 on Canal Road" 

• ''keep the buildings secure and 
locked at all times, excepting allowed 
activities" 

• and "provide a locally available 
person to respond to emergencies on a 
24-hour per day basis" 

Selectboard member Ann 
Banash, reached after the votes 
were counted, said, "I'm ve1y 
excited that this one passed. There 
was probably some confusion on 
the second question. We'll have to 
figure out how to pay for that 
later. But I'm ve1y excited the first 
one passed." 

The first question - the 

The Slate Ubrary in Gill gained $800 Jorprograms due to the over-ride 
general operating expense assessment to pay for a variety of 
oven-ide - will provide for an town services and staff, including 
additional property tax stipends for the selectboard, board 

of assessors, and board of health 
($9,169.69), the largest sum, 
$5,157.66 to fund Gill's share of 
the Gill-Montague Senior Center 
for the remainder of the fiscal 
year, $5,000 for repair of a pump 
on one of the town's fire tiucks, 
and smaller sums to suppo1t the 
animal inspector, the memo11al 
committee, the recreation 
committee, the Slate Libra1y, and 
other town depaitments. 

Joan Tm-ban was one of the 
hai1dful of voters who split on the 
oveffide questions. 

"I suppo1ted the first one, not 
the second one," she said. "I felt 
there's no way the town can 
operate without having an 
oveffide, what with inflation. 
Costs go up too much." 

But clearly, almost half the 

% of us would be upset 
if another adult gave 
our teens alcohol. 

From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School parents. • . 

January 8, 2009 

voters (48%) who ttuned out were 
feeling the pinch in their own 
pocketbooks from the same 
factors, and voted "No," on both 
questions. 

Even so, Don and Marlee 
Kaplan were among the "Yes" 
voters. "Even though it makes om· 
taxes go up, I think it's inlpo1iai1t 
for the town to be able to afford 
the things they need," said Mai·lee. 

"Including the fire tiuck," 
added Don. 

Nearly two thirds of 
Massachusetts communities that 
faced tax oven-ide questions in 
2008 rejected them, according to a 
November repo1t in the Boston 
Globe. Gill continues to be 
exceptional. 

Special Town Meeting 
The special town meeting 

scheduled for Januaiy 7th, at 7 
p.m., in Gill, to resolve the 
town's Fiscal '09 budget deficit 
and enable the town to set a tax 
rate, has been continued, due to 
severe winter weather, until 
Monday, Janua1y 12th, at 7 pm. 
A "job fai1~' to interest residents 
in filling the open seats on 
various town committees, has 
been rescheduled to Monday the 
12th at 6:00 pm., prior to the 
meeting, at town hall. 

In other Gill news, the town 
received word this week from 
the state Depa1tment of 
Elementary and Seconda1y 
Education of that an anticipated 
supplemental "Pothole grant" 
has been awarded - for 
$10,000 - a slightly higher 
amom1t than forecast, to help 
the town fully fund their 
assessment to the Gill 
Montague Regional School 
District for the present fiscal 
year. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 
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Announcing the Energy-Efficient Mortgage (EEM) 
allows you to borrow for energy improvements when buying a home 
such as: New Furnace, Windows, Insulation, Solar, Wind and more! 

SAVE MONEY, CONSERVE ENERGY, LIVE COMFORTABLY 

NationalCily. CALL TIM PREVOST 
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no taxes have been paid. 
Town administrator Frank 

Abbondanzio suggested the 
town would seek to strike 
another bargain with Anctil on 
the back taxes, and on the other 
matters left hanging in the 
August contract. 

"We're going to be looking 
for some kind of level of 
payment, whether it's the level 
in the first agreement - that's 
not necessarily the case," said 
Abbondazio, who added, 
"We're not naive. We have a 
very large project, a very big 
building. It's going to take a real 

Herculean effort to develop." 
Abbondanzio expressed the 

sentiment that "there would be a 
downside," for the town of 
Montague if the town takes the 
property back to land comt and 
regains full ownership of the 
mill. The baniers to 
development at the Strathmore: 
lack of parking, difficult 
vehicular and condemned 
pedestrian access, contaminated 
fire debiis, and the major 
system upgrades needed would 
then fall to the town to seek 
solutions, until a new buyer 
could be found. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Of the town's willingness to 
continue negotiating with Anctil 
and company, Abbondanzio 
said, "They're hying to meet the 
state [historic] tax credit 
application deadline by next 
week. They're working with a 
renowned architect. We feel 
they're showing progress in 
tenns of what they've done to 
clean the building up." 

On that score, Abbondanzio 
referred to a number of other 
checklist items on the August 
contract where Anctil 's group 
had made a solid effort. 

"Most of the paper [left by 

Learn more about the Natural 

former owner Jeny Jones] is out 
of there. They've tightened up 
the windows. They worked with 
Tmners Falls Hydro to pretty 
much button things up before 
Christmas." 

But Abbondanzio stressed, 
"We want to get a strong 
commitment in tenns of 
maintenance at the building. 
Asbestos removal hasn't 
happened, and that's an 
important benchmark." And, he 
said, "We can't allow the 
building to remain unsecured." 

For his pa.it, Anctil still sees 
the Strathmore project through a 

9 

glass that is at least half full. 
Regarding his promise to pay 

the town $125,000 in back taxes 
by Januaiy 1st, Anctil admitted, 
"We didn't make the payment. 
We miscalculated. We put all 
our mai·keting budget into the 
historical submission, but we 
couldn't pull it off [in time to 
meet the first deadline for state 
tax credits]. The application 
deadline comes up quarterly, 
and Anctil said, "We're on 
board for a January 15th 
submission." 

He calculated he had spent 
see MILL page 10 

bOC/\b N/\TURf NOTfS world in Januaiy at these 

Turners Falls (413.863.3221) 
Do you wonder why birds 

stay here for the winter? Do you 
know if you're feeding them the 
best foods? 

EAGLE COUNT 
REMINDER 

BY JEN AUDLEY 
EAST DEERFIELD - In 
Januaiy, look for: an especially 
brilliant moon on Januaiy 10th, 
when the full moon falls on the 
day that its monthly orbit bmgs 
it closest to Earth. Last month's 
full moon was luminous enough 
to read by. This one should be 
even brighter! 

Animals and animal signs 
near unfrozen water. In our 
region during winter, open water 
is like an oasis in the desert -
waterbirds congregate there, 
other birds and mammals come 
to drink, and predators to hunt. 
You can create a mini-oasis for 
small animals in your yard or 
windowsill by providing a dish 
of drinking water and refilling it 
when it becomes dirty or frozen. 

Birds that are year-round 
residents of Franklin County, 
including blue jays, cardinals, 
crows, house finches, house 
sparrows, pigeons, mallard 
ducks, Canada geese, wild 
turkeys, and bald eagles. How 

---.,,....,,---.....- ... Programs: 
many of these do Sat., Jan. 10, 6:30 - 9:00 pm., 
you see regulai·ly? Northfield Mountain (800-859-

The Januaiy 2960) 
thaw, an annual Moonlight Snowshoe 
New England Join us as we explore how to 
m i d w i n t e r best navigate at night, share 
phenomenon that inspimg quotes from literaiy 
scientists have lovers of the moon and stars, and 
documented but not take a short "solo" walk by 
yet explained. moonlight. No previous 
What happens is snowshoeing experience is 
that temperatures necessaiy. (Ages 12 and older, 
rise as much as 10 $7 per person, $21 with 
F degrees above snowshoe rentals. Pre
normal for several registration required) 

usually ai·ound January Januaiy 17, 1:00 - 2:00 pm, 
This break in the cold Great Fall Discovery Center, 

weather came early last yeai· - Turners Falls (413.863.3221) 
wouldn't such a warming trend For the Birds ... Ci-afts and 
be a nice cosmic touch for this Story Hour about Birds in 
year's Inauguration Day? Winter 

days, 
23rd. 

Marks in the snow that give Join Great Falls Discove1y 
away what other creatures have Center interpreter Sarah Martell 
been up to. On sidewalks and for an hour of crafts. Learn about 
other manmade paths, you're what birds eat in winter and why 
most likely to discover stories they stay around to brave the 
about humans and their dogs. harsh New England winter. Free. 
Signs of wild animals may be Januaiy 17, 1:00 - 4:00 pm, 
quite near by, though. Earlier this Northfield Mountain (800-859-
month I saw evidence of rabbit, 2960) 
fox, and beaver(!) just a few feet Tracking Predators at 
away from the Turners Falls Northfield Mountain 
Canalside bikepath. Tracker-naturalist David 

The sun setting about one Brown will lead a group up the 
minute later each day. Right now hill on snowshoes, looking for 
the sun sets at about 4:30, and and interpreting sign of coyote, 
it's dark by about 5:05, but by fisher, red fox and hopefully 
the end of the month that will all gray fox and bobcat. (For ages 
happen a half-hour later. The 
sunrise will come eai·lier, too, 
although that shift is a bit more 
gradual. Now the sun rises at 
about 7:20 a.m.; on the 31st, it 
will be up at 7:05. 

12 and older, $18 per person, $28 
with snowshoe rentals. Pre
registration required) 

Januaiy 22, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, 
Great Fall Discovery Center, 

Scott Sumer, founding 
member and cmTent president of 
the Hampshire Bird Club and a 
contributing author to the Bird 
Finding Guide to Western 
Massachusetts will answer these 
questions and more. Free. 

Januaiy 23, 7:00 - 9:00 pm, 
Great Fall Discove1y Center, 
Turners Falls (413.863.3221) 

Poetry & Prose, Science and 
Nature open mike 

Bring your original work or a 
favorite piece of writing -- as 
long as it's related to science or 
nature! First come, first on the 
list, so come early to get signed 
up. Paul Richmond MCs, 
sponsored by the Friends of The 
Great Falls Discove1y Center. 
Free, with delicious homemade 
goodies for sale, donations 
appreciated. 

Birders and other wildlife 
enthusiasts are reminded to 
notify the Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife (Mass Wildlife) if 
they see any eagles in the state 
during the period of December 
31, 2008 - Januaiy 14, 2009. A 
concentrated survey of major 
rivers, lakes, reservoirs, and the 
coast by Mass Wildlife 
personnel, cooperators, and 
volunteers across the state will 
take place Januaiy 9, 2009. 
Reports of eagle sightings can 
be made by email at 
Mass.wildlife@state.ma. us or 
by postal service to "Eagle 
Survey," MassWildlife, Natural 
Heritage & Endangered Species 
Program, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, 
Westborough, MA O 15 81. 
Please provide date, time, 
location, and town of eagle 
sightings, number of birds, 
whether juvenile or adult, and, 
observer's contact information. 

Wednesday, January 14, 2009, 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary Photography, Gallery 85 
(corner of Ave A and 3rd Street) 

We've invited representatives from The Recorder, WRSI, The Montague 
Reporter, and WHAi to discuss advertising in local media. 
Learn how the MBA can help with your advertising needs. 
Meet current and prospective MBA members. 
Free, donations accepted. 
Questions? Contact Pam Kostanski: 413-863-9900 or 413-522-7727. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Knowing Children since 1'31 

• K-8th Grades 
• Social Justice Focus 
• 2 Teachers per classroom 
• Individualized approach 

• Project-based 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Deep Tissue 

Mind/Body Integration 

50 Chapman St. Suite 1 
Greenfield MA 01301 

413-774-0517 
pa ttysm ythe@hotmai I .com 
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Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@cOHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

© Psychotherayy ;J 
Ronald Sigmund Meck MA, CAGS, LMHC 

30 years ill practice 

• Traditional Talk Therapy 
• Expressive Arts • Body Psychology 

• Adults, Teens, Children, Couples & Families 

bigsigmund@aol.com 
413-367-9763 413-695-97 43 

HOURS: LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11 :30 - 2:30 • DINNER TUES • 
SAT, 5 - 9 • SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER 5 - 8 

We ser'Fe b.ame•ro•11.. r11.rm-l11.•plred rood 
11.11.d drl11.ll.. Pre•e11.ted •lmplT, u•l11.6 tb.e 

be•t 111. edle11.ts &om our 11.el '11.barb.oad. 

PHONE 413 774 3150 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
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NOTES FROM MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 
MCTV Gains Selectboard Go-Ahead for Five Year Contract Renewal 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
days when the letters MCT and V 
raised blood pressure levels in 
the con'idors of town hall are so 
far in the past now that Cable 
Adviso1y Commission 
spokesperson Chris Sawyer
Laucanno was able to 
confidently tell the selectboard 
on Monday night, "I promise 
you, you will have your [utility] 
pole heBimg at 7:15 pm." - and 
make good on the claim - even 
though he began his presentation 
for a five year renewal of 
MCTV's local cable access 
contract at 7:01. 

By 7:15 p.m., the same board 
that had voted 2-1 to keep the 
cable contract with Greenfield 
Community Television, on 
November 21st, 2005, ovemtling 
the recommendation of the cable 
advisory committee (after a year
long study and evaluation of the 
two cable providers) voted 
unanimously, and with nothing 
but praise for the work ofMCTv, 
to keep the contract with 
Montague Cable. MCTV was 
awBI·ded a chance to nm the 
town's cable access television 
studio and channels (for the 
second time) by an 80-21 vote of 
town meeting, on December 7th 
of'05. 

MILL from page 9 
about $300,000 on preparing the 
application. 

Anctil said for the last month 
he has been working with an 
architect named Ken Kao, 
associated with Harvard 
University, "a world class kinda 
guy. We interviewed a number of 
architects, but cottldn't find the 
right fit. 

"Chris Metcalf, of Metcalf 
Associates, did a great job of 
bringing us to the level we got to, 
[ when we were] trying to put a 
submission in with his help." 
But, "We got to a precarious 

Since then, "they have met or 
exceeded both the letter and the 
spirit of the contract," said 
Laucanno. "We feel ve1y 
strongly they should be awBI·ded 
the five-yeBI· contract." 

The boBI·d agreed, with chair 
Allen Ross saying, "Eve1y time 
I've gone [to the MCTV studio] 
the place is incredibly organized. 
I would urge people to use that 
equipment and that studio. I think 
it is a great opportunity." 

Laucanno called on MCTV to 
conduct more outreach to b1mg 
in new producers from the 
community, and said the studio is 
"tmdemtilized." But he gave high 
marks for the station's technical 
ability, its growing list of 
Montague-specific 
programming, and its 
"transparent" financial processes, 
all of which have resulted in a 
growth of subscribers, and a 
surplus that has been plowed 
back into new equipment. 

Town meeting will have to 
ratify the contract renewal before 
it is finalized. 

The boBI·d granted pemlission 
for Western Mass Electric 
Company to install a new joint 
use utility pole in front of 5 PBI·k 
Street, at 7: 16 pm. 

mode by Jantwy 1st, reached out 
to Ken, and he agreed to come on 
boBI·d for sho1t money, if you 
will." 

Anctil said, "Ken is looking at 
it as a great project to work on 
with his colleagues. A ve1y sweet 
facility. He's a very practical kind 
of guy ... 'How can we make this 
project work?"' 

If things gel, Albert Rex, a 
Massachusetts-based histo11c real 
estate consttltant and sti·ategist 
with 13 years of expe11ence will 
be one of those colleagues on the 
Sti·athmore project. 

"He's on the job," said Anctil. 

The Montague Congregational Church 

Ham and Bean Supper 
Saturday, January 1 7th 5:30 pm 

Ham/raisin sauce, baked beans, 
green beans, cote slaw, bread 

and rice pudding 
Served Family Style. Adults: $9.00; 

Children under 12: $4.00. 
For Reservations Call: 413-77 4-7256 

Calls for Take Out and Walk-ins Welcome 
In case of inclement weather, the supper will be 

January 18th at 5:30 p.m. 

Runway Reconstruction 
Following the recent 

detemlination by the Keeper of 
the Record of the National 
Register of Histo11c LandmBI·ks 
finding a Native American 
Ceremonial Hill, on airport 
property, eligible for listing in the 
National Register, Turners Falls 
Airpo1t manager Mike Sweeney, 
annotmced plans to proceed this 
yeBI· with the reconstmction of 
the present nmway, with an 
additional 200 feet of paved 
surface added toward the 
n01thwest ( closer to the 
Connecticut River), away from 
the ceremonial hill. 

"Once designs BI·e in place, 
we will add 1000 feet [ of paved 
runway] on the Millers Falls side 
of the nmway," said Sweeney, 
adding, "We expect that in 2011." 

The estimated $5 nlillion in 
Federal Aviation Administration 
and Massachusetts Aeronautics 
Administration fimding is still in 
place to pay for 100% of the 
reconstmction project, Sweeney 
said. 

Asked how the design for 
extending the Millers Falls end of 
the nmway would be 
accomplished, Sweeney said that 
process would involve "a 
balancing act of all parties' 

"He's an A-list historic 
consultant." 

He added, "We went through 
five historic consttltants, but we 
never found anyone who really 
had it together. Once we signed 
up Ken, Albeit said, 'OK'. He's 
very savvy about what you can 
qualify for with historic tax 
credits, working within the 
footp1mt to maximize the historic 
component aspect of the project." 

Anctil rattled off other 
collaborators who have 
tentatively signed on to work on 
the Stiathmore project. But one 
former collaborator no longer 
associated with the Swift River 
Group said, "John may not be a 
bad guy, but his modus operandi 
is to get people fired up about his 
'vision,' use them for a while, nm 
out of money, stop paying them, 
then find a new set of folks to 
sign on with whatever new 
money he's managed to obtain." 

Anctil is sanguine about the 
prospects for the Strathmore, 
even in a down economy. 
"Federal historic tax credits BI·e 
s01t of gtw·anteed. Rex can guide 
us so we BI·e gtw·anteed to get 
that. The state is going to look at 
us and see us on the ten most 
endangered list. We're going to 

interests." He also said that 
design work wmtld be conducted 
under the auspices of the FAA, 
and wottld involve the Native 
Ame11can t11bes who were pa1ty 
to the dispute over the 
Ceremonial Hill, which had been 
slated for removal dmmg the 
course of the original nmway 
expansion project. Now, ''That's 
not something the town has a say 
in," Sweeney said. 

In a testy exchange with Ross, 
Sweeney defended the need to 
extend the runway beyond the 
200 feet planned to be added this 
year, calling the additional 1000 
feet forecast for 2011 an FAA 
safety mandate. He also said 
pilots would be invited to 
participate in the discussion 
about the nmway expansion 
plans. 

Sweeney said the airport 
would be out of service for a 
pe110d of time this year, as the 
present nmway is being 
reconstlucted. 

Capital Projects 
The town has prioritized three 

capital projects that could be "bid 
ready" in time to qualify for the 
expected infrastmcture 
improvement money due in 
coming weeks from the incoming 

be a center of Green technology, 
a potential tom'ist attraction, we 
meet a lot of the cr1te11a to go the 
fttll 20% state, 20% federal [ for 
histo11c tax credits]. And because 
we're in an enterprise zone, 
we're eligible for new market tax 
credits up to 22%." 

With those kind of public 
subsidies in place, Anctil thinks, 
"Investors will say this is stBiting 
to look like a good solid deal" 

He said, "If we had focused 
our resources on paying the small 
money we owe the town -
$260,000 - we would have 
drained our resources for getting 
our historic tax cr·edits in place. 
Plus, when the economy went 
south, some of our gt1ys got 
frightened ... " 

Anctil said all he is asking the 
town for is, "a small level of 
patience," as he puts the deal 
together. "All the taxes are due 
on Jtme 1st, six months out. 
That's what we'll propose to the 
town." 

Acknowledging the number 
of moving pieces in his plan, 
Anctil said, "The town cottld 
simttltaneously be preparing an 
RFP," for the Strathmore, to seek 
a new developer to take over the 
prope1ty if his financing fails to 

Congress and Obama 
administration, as pBit of a nearly 
ti'illion dollar national econonlic 
stimulus package. A list was 
requested from all municipalities 
in the Commonwealth by the 
Deval Patl'ick administi·ation. 

Abbondanzio said he had 
consulted with other town 
officials, and prioritized the 
following projects: the 
reconst11.1ction of Greenfield 
Road, additional improvements 
to the wastewater treatment 
facility (including sludge 
dewate1mg equipment), and a 
new, modular, prefabricated 
highway gBI·age to be located at 
the town's recycling center off 
Tmnpike Road. 

The selectboard will meet 
with the finance committee on 
Monday, Janua1y 12th, at 5 pm., 
at which time Abbondanzio will 
issue his 8llllual budget forecast. 
He had initially planned to 
present that on Wednesday, but 
the gloomy winter weather 
overshadowed what is likely to 
be an even more dreary forecast 
of the town's financial prospects 
for the coming budget yeBI·. 

"I cottld use a few more days 
to prepare it anyway," said 
Abbondanzio, without much 
enthusiasm. 

materialize. 
But he insisted, "We'd be 

foolish not to come up with the 
$260,000. We'd come up with 
the tax payments. If I have to 
m01tgage a house or something, 
I'll get the money and do it." 

"Given the town budget, the 
school budget, I recognize 
$260,000 is a lot of money." 

As to the other agreed to items 
about clean-up, weatherizing and 
secmmg the building, Anctil said, 
"We'd been looking at the 
Jantwy 1st [back tax payment] 
as the highest level priority. 
Smaller issues got pushed back. I 
apologize. When you're looking 
at your deal falling apBit after 
you'd worked on it for three 
yeBI·s, you have to p11011tize. 

He added, "We did a fairly 
good job of cleaning out the 
massive 8lllotmt of paper, junk 
pipe, and so on, so the building 
presents aesthetically pretty 
well." 

Anctil said asbestos clean-up 
at the Sti·athmore should cost 
$200,000 for him, with non
tmion labor, much cheaper than a 
public entity cottld do the job. He 
said a secm'ity gate would nm 
him about $1200, and wottld be 

continued next page 
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installed sho1tly. He said he 
would pay the bill to replace 
some sprinkler heads that failed 
in recent cold weather. He said he 
had $3,000,000 in insurance in 
place on the building, as the town 
required. 

Last weekend, a crew was at 
work removing fire damaged 
debris from the top floor of 
Building #11. "We promised a 
clean sweep. That's pait of our 
deal with the town. As pa1t of our 
show of good faith, we've moved 
six dumpsters out of there so far. 
We're cognizant of our responsi
bilities to the town." 

The town official charged 
with overseeing Anctil's effo1ts 
to folfi.11 those responsibilities is 
building inspector David Jensen, 
who has watched a number of 
owners come and go at the mill 
complex since he assumed his 
post 20 yeai·s ago. 

Jensen said, "Mr. Anctil is 
responsible for all the mainte-

neance at the Strathmore, but we 
have rese1ved the right to do any
thing in there that needs to be 
done, whether he chooses to do it 
or not. We have the right to main
tain the building so it doesn't 
degrade." 

In recent severe weather, 
Jensen said some sprinkler heads 
began to fail, whether through 
freezing or fatigue. "He was 
unavailable at least one of those 
times to give the sprinkler people 
a call," said Jensen. "He didn't 
even know who they were." 

Jensen said Anctil has desig
nated himself as the person to 
call for any emergency at the 
Strathmore, "But he does tum his 
cell phone off sometimes. I've 
had to remind him it's '24 hours 
a day'." 

Jensen said Anctil had 
promised to install a locking gate 
on the canal road ''two weeks 
ago. He says he's going to do it." 

"We've had issues about a sort 
of casual attitude about cai·e of 

"With the patch, 
I didn't have to 
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the building. But doors and win
dows are secure now," Jensen 
added. 

In general, the building 
inspector said, "I'm concerned 
about Mr. Anctil 's financial 
health, because it makes all these 
other things happen. We're nying 
to keep an eye on him and keep a 
sense of priorities here. I tend to 
believe him that he doesn't have 
the money to pay the taxes, at 
least not yet. But maintaining the 
building shouldn't be crippling 
for him." 

Jensen concluded, "Right 
now, I'd have to characterize it as 
probably the most critical time in 
the histo1y of that building. The 
town doesn't have the finances. 
The potential owner is at best 
stI11ggling. The safety systems in 
the building have to be babysat. 
And there's not enough physical 
presence on the property to keep 
it from g,:tting worn:." 
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quit smoking alone." 

If you're ready to quit smoking, here's some great news. 
Right now you can get 2 weeks of nicotine patches, FREE, 
to get you started. Just call 1-800-Try-T~Stop for the details. 

Quitting isn't easy. But people who use medicines like the 
patch and get support are twice as likely to quit as those who 
go cold turkey. Now you don't have to fight cigarettes alone. 

FREE NICOTINE PATCHES 
1-800-Try-To-Stop 

Franklin County and North Quabbin 
residents only. Medical restrictions apply. 
Offer good through February 28, 2009. ~fi ,,..,,., ~"' """"~oo, 0o,-,moo, o< '"'" "''" l ,~i. (l in collaboration with the Community Coalition for Teens, 

\.~ 'I:!/ A Program of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments -...::,_;;,., 

Katrina Bergman 
quit smoking 
2 years ago. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Assaults and Car Crashes 

Wednesday, 12/24 
1217 a.m. Accident with property dam
age, Federal St. and Lake Pleasant Road. 
2 20 a.m. Officer initiated invesfigation of 
suspicious motor vehicle in the area of 
Hillcrest School. Dispersed gathering. 
5 50 a.m. Accident with property damage 
on Turners Falls Road. Investigated. 
902 a.m. Domesfic disturbance at a 
Seventh Street address. Arrested 

arge wi assau an 
a ery, omestic, disturbing the peace. 

9 28 a.m. Report of vandalism at a Green 
Pond Road address. lnvesfigated. 
Thursday, 12/25 
1222 p.m. Suspicious motor vehicle in 
the area of Paradise Parkway. 
Saturday, 12127 
12:26 a.m. Officer inifiated investigafion 
of a fight at Between The UpriQhts sports 
bar on Avenue A. Arrested 

Charged with assault and bat
ery, ree counts, and disorderly conduct. 
1 00 a.m. Officer initiated invesfigation of 
a general disturbance on Avenue A. 
Arrested 

with disorderly conduct, disturbing the 
peace and resisting arrest. 
7 50 a.m. Accident with property damage 
on Millers Falls Road near airport corner. 
Sunday, 12/28 
423 p.m. Domesfic disturbance at a 
Federal Street address. Arrested 

Charged with assault and battery, 
domestic, intimidation of a witness, two 
counts and threatening to commit a crime. 
10:10 pm. Followin!l a traffic stop, arrest
ed 

Charged with posses
sion of class D drug, possession of class 
E druQ. Arrested 

. Charged with possession of 
c ass rug, motor vehicle lights violafion. 
Monday, 12129 
644 p.m. Officer inifiated arrest o 

on as 19 
Tuesday, 12130 
5 38 p.m. Report of burglary / breaking 
and entering at an Eighth Street address. 
Investigated. 
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BY BRIDGET SWEET 
TURNERS FALLS - Figure it 
this way. In just a few short 
weeks, things will sta1t looking 
up. Out on The Ave., you'll 
begin to feel the stm on your 
face. The planters will return. 
We'll all be out and about, 
yakking away, opening 
windows, thawing our wallets. 

Yup. Folks will be spmcing 
up, and greeting old friends on 
The Ave. Don't forget - you 
heard it here first. 

Speaking of old friends and 
spmcing up, Jody Kocsis and 
Aubrey Lynch, both of 
Riverside, Gill and friends since 
first grade, moved Absolutely 
Fabulous Hair from Greenfield 
to 112 Avenue A last week. 
Their Open House was held on 
New Year's Eve and they 
worked last Friday and Saturday. 

Your Sweet Bridget makes it 
her biz to know eve1ything that 
happens on The Ave., but this 
gala was hard to miss. I had 
heard all about it on the radio, 
and had seen the postcards 
adve1tising the event, so I took a 
toodle by the Open House while 
I was out with my daughter. 
Spirits were great. 

ERVING from page 7 
A final aiticle, fo1wai·ded 

for action by the town by 
Union 28 superintendent 
Joan Wickman, asks the 
town to vote on a non
binding resolution in favor of 
collaboration between school 
distiicts, rather than 
consolidation of school 
distiicts. (See sidebai· for a 
sunnna1y of that resolution.) 

On Janua1y 5th, the 
selectboai·d approved a 
waiver of the 180-day 
waiting pedod for the state 
Depaitment of Conse1vation 
and Recreation's proposed 
purchase of 21.3 acres of 
land along Dorsey Road, 
near the French King Bddge. 
Tue land will be pe1manently 
conse1ved, if the expected 
sale by the Cairnll estate to 
DCR goes through as 
planned. 
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Sweet Talk on the Ave 

Around the Corner - Almost 
"The weather deteITed people 

but it was still wonderfol," said 
Kocsis. 

Kocsis and Lynch are excited 
to be on The Ave. Since they 
were kinda off the radar at their 
old location out on the French 
King Highway. First hint of the 
move was a sign on their new 
storefront on the Avenue, the 
location of the fo1mer bodega, 
La Borinquena. It said simply, 
"Coming Soon - Absolutely 
Fabulous Hair." 

They signed the lease not 
knowing tmtil later that the new 
Kha1ma Salon would be located 
across the street. However, 
Kocsis said, "Salons work well 
in btmdles." She pointed to 
No1thampton's 15 hair salons. 
Now there are four different 
salons within walking distance to 
choose from in Turners Falls. So 
if you're having a bad hair day, 
TF is the place to go. 

Kocsis spoke proudly of the 
pricey ($275) yet comparatively
cheap (in New York City: $800) 
Bio Ionic and Simply Smooth 
Hair Product for Japanese Hair 
Straightening. 

"It lasts for four months; it's 
labor intensive; it's a three hour 
process," Kocsis added. She has 
taken classes in this technique 
and explained the process to this 
writer. As I said. I don't miss 
much out on my beat. She also 
wants readers to know that she 
and Lynch use Goldwell Hair 
Products. (Sure, it sotmds like a 
plug, but rest assured dear 
readers, Sweet Bridget cannot be 

bought.) 
They are open Tuesdays to 

Sahirdays, "from 9 a.m. to 
whenever they end," while 
usually working late Tuesday 
and Thursday nights. You can 
make an appointment with them 
by calling 413-863-9050. 

Meanwhile, over on 2nd 
Street, the ladies who nm the 2nd 
Street Bake1y are taking a well
deserved winter break. Christa 
Snyder and Laura Pukhaski will 
be back in action on Tuesday, 
Januaiy 13th. 

"We baked 130 pies for 
Thanksgiving, more than 
doubling our business from last 
year," said Snyder, reached via 
cell phone at an tmdisclosed 
location. Snyder said she and 
Pukhaski had been working 
around the dock to meet holiday 
orders. "Christmas season was 
just as busy. It was amazing! We 
so thank our customers for all 
their suppo1t." 

The place to stop for coffee, 
news or a sandwich on the Hill 
- Scotty's Convenience Store 
- is nllllored to be sold within 
the month. Co-owner Steve 
Lamonakis would not comment 
until final sale is made, though 
he said he'd call me exclusively 
with the news. 

Meanwhile, town clerk Deb 
Bourbeau said, "Rae Wells came 
in last November to file [ a DBA] 
for Scotty's." Ray (who prefers 
to be called "Bobbi") later told 
me, 'Tm waiting. Once the 
Lotte1y license comes in ... " We 
shall wait and see! 

Sweet Bridget's All-Knowing 
Tidbit for the Week: DBA is an 
abbreviation for "doing business 
as." Registering a DBA is 
required if you plan to operate 
your business under a name that 
differs from your company's 
legal name. With a DBA you can 
legally open a bank account and 
conduct other transactions using 
your trade name. This is a critical 
first step toward building name 
recognition for your business. 
Thanks to Legalzoom.com for 
that. 

In other news: Cynthia 
Johnson, president of the board 
of directors of Montague 
Catholic Social Ministries at 41 
3rd Street is waiting for Janua1y 
15th to introduce the agency's 
new executive director. MCSM's 
retmng executive director, 
Shairnn Denman, is following 
her husband after a career 
change led him to New York; she 
stayed on an extra month and a 
half to ease the agency's 
transition. She will be missed! 

This non-profit agency offers 
a Basic Needs Program, 
Women's Resource Center, Play 
Group and Reading through 
Literacy program, and takes 
refeITals from the Depaitment of 
Children and Families for its 
Family Suppo1t program. 

MCSM staff Cecile Celotto, 
Christine Diani, Rachel Lively, 
Emily Kester and Christine 
Bates serve Montague residents, 
along with members of the board 
of directors. Local needs, said 
Lively, ai·e on the rise. More bills 

are going tmpaid in some 
households, she added. 

"Yes, and an increase in 
clients reflects the changes 
happening in the world," echoed 
Diani. 

Celotto is also secreta1y for 
the Salvation Almy, Montague 
AI·ea Unit. Along with fo1mer 
employee Elizabeth Dlugoz, she 
was part of the Kettle ringing at 
Food City this past 

I'll be the first to learn how 
much TSA raised, and you will 
be second. 

MCSM is open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
Wednesdays 5 to 8 p m. They 
can be reached at 413-863-4805 
for information on their 
programs. 

Further down the Avenue, all 
the way down in Montague City. 
The workers at the FaITen Cai·e 
Center's gift shop ai·e sad to 
annotmce the shop is dosing, 
due to a lack of volunteers. The 
surplus items that remain in the 
shop will be distributed to the 
Salvation Almy and the Survival 
Center. Thanks to all who 
contributed a1ts and crafts to this 
little gem of a gift shop. 

Remember, it will, in fact, be 
Spring on The Ave. once again in 
just a few sho1t weeks. OK, more 
than a few, maybe. But it's 
coming. Spring always comes to 
The Ave. And you will hear 
about it here first. 

Ta-Ta for now, dears. Stay 
sweet. I sure will. 

School Collaboration vs. Consolidation Tue board also sent thank 
you letters to fire depaitment 
and police depaitment 
personnel for their 

appears to be going along 
smoothly, except for icy 
weather holding up roof 
repairs for the time being. 
McManus advised the boai·d 
that a $400,000 upgrade 
planned for the Fai'ley sand 
filti·ation water ti·eatment 
facility would be ready to go 
out to bid by this coming 
sp1ing. 

WHEREAS the Town of Erving is 
committed to providing a quality 
education for all school aged residents; 

provide the highest quality education for 
its students; to minimize transportation 
time and distance in order for students 
to attend school; to ensure that local 
schools remain places for learning, 
gathering, and community events which 
contribute to the fabric and spirit of their 
communities; to ensure that the citizens 
of the Town of Erving maintain 

professional response to the 
ice sto1m of December 12th, 
and their eff 01ts to make life 
more comfo1table for 
citizens affected by the 
power outage in Fai'ley and 
Elving Center that day. Tue 
boai·d also thanked fo1mer 
fire chief Mick Laclaire for 
his yeai·s of se1vice to the 
town. Laclaire served as 
Elving fire chief since 
Januaiy of 2003; he had 20 
years of se1vice to the 
depaitment before that. 

Tue boai·d met with Tighe 
and Bond engineering 
consultant Mike McManus 
regarding progress on the 
$6.4 million upgrade of the 
Elvingside wastewater 
ti·eatment plant. Tue project 

Tue planning boai·d will 
hold a heating at 7:30 p.m. 
on Janua1y 15th on a 
proposal by Tim's RV to 
establish a recreational 
vehicle storage and se1vice 
center across the sti·eet from 
town hall. At 8:30 p.m. the 
same evening, the planning 
boai·d will hold a heating on 
the proposed senior center, to 
be located on Route 63 near 
the elementaiy school. 

u 

WHEREAS collaboration between local 
and regional districts for transportation, 
school supplies, heating fuel, 
computers, and other necessary 
resources leads to cost-savings; 

WHEREAS consolidation of school 
districts at a county or state level may 
impact class size, transportation time, 
local representation in district decisions, 
quality of education, with questionable 
long term fiscal benefit to affected 
districts or towns, 

Be it resolved that the town of Erving, in 
support of its local schools and in 
ensuring the highest quality education 
for its students, recognizes the inherent 
benefits of increased collaboration 
between local school districts to save 
on costs ... 

Be it further resolved that in order to 

adequate control and supervision over 
the schools within their district, the 
Town of Erving opposes any state or 
county efforts to adopt and /or impose 
legislation or any other policies which 
encourage, provide incentives for, or 
penalize communities for failing to act 
on, state or county efforts to consolidate 
existing school districts. 

Be it further resolved that any efforts to 
collaborate, consolidate, or otherwise 
partner with neighboring school districts 
are decisions best left to local school 
committees and other boards, citizens, 
parents, and students directly impacted 
by such actions. 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

How to Improve Your Cholesterol Levels 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I've been 
working on my cholesterol, but I 
can't get my HDL number to go 
up much. Any ideas? 

First some backgrotmd. 
Cholesterol is a fat-like sub

stance in blood. Most cholesterol 
is made by your liver, but you 
also get cholesterol from foods. 
Too much cholesterol is danger
ous, because cholesterol can lead 
to blockages in your blood ves
sels. 

Low-density lipoproteins 
(LDL) deliver cholesterol to the 
body. High-density lipoproteins 
(HDL) remove cholesterol from 
the bloodstream. 

If there is too much LDL in 
the blood, it will combine with 
other material in your blood-

stream to manufacture a waxy 
cmd that builds up on the inner 
walls of the blood vessels that 
feed your brain and heait. If a 
clot fo1ms in blood vessels nai·
rowed by the cmd, it can block 
blood flow, which can cause a 
heait attack or a stroke. 

HDL should be at 60 mg/dL 
(milligrams per deciliter) or 
higher to cut the risk of heart dis
ease. You're at high risk for heart 
disease if you have a reading less 
than 40 mg/dL. Each 1-mg 
increase in HDL concentration is 
linked to a five percent decrease 
in the risk of death from coro
naiy disease. 

So how can you get that HDL 
number up? First, you can make 
lifestyle changes. 
Smoking 

Smoking lowers HDL choles
terol levels. Quitting smoking 
can raise your HDL cholesterol 
up to 10 percent. 
Food 

Cholesterol is in all foods 
from animals, so reduce your 

ASKAMY: 

intake of meat, eggs and daily 
products. 

Increase your intake of 
monotmsaturated fats such as 
canola oil, avocado oil or olive 
oil. 

Consume soluble fibers that 
are in oats, fmits, vegetables and 
legumes. 

Cranberry juice has been 
shown to increase HDL levels. 
Fish and other foods containing 
omega-3 fatty acids can also 
increase HDL levels. 

Cakes, cookies and highly 
processed cereals and breads ai·e 
foods that can lower your HDL 
and raise the levels of another fat 
in your bloodstream, triglyc
erides. 
Exercise 

Frequent exercise that raises 
your heait rate can increase HDL 
by about five percent. 
Weight 

For eve1y two pounds you 
lose, your HDL may rise by 0.35 
mg/dL. 
Alcohol 

Some Wood Pellet Bags May Be Recycled 
AMYDONOVAN 
GREENFIELD - Q. I've got a 
"What do I do with ... " question 

for you. The pellets for my wood 
stove come in plastic bags that 
are marked with a #4 (in the 
recycling triangle made of 
anvws), along with the words 
"Please Recycle". Can the bags 
be recycled somewhere? 

Thanks, - Ray Pmington 
Gill 

Hi Ray, 
Great question! If a pellet bag 

has a number 2 or a number 4 
enclosed in a recycling symbol, 

then the bag can be recycled by 
bringing it to certain stores. Bags 
must be completely clean of pel
lets, paper, trash, or anything 
else. Stop & Shop and Big Y 
have special recycling bins for 
groce1y bags, which ai·e usually 
located neai· the front entrance of 
the stores. All plastic bags should 
be kept out of the recycling bins 
at your transfer station or curb
side bins. The only way to recy
cle bags is through these special 
programs at stores. 

Stop and Shop's website 
reads: "We accept #02 and #04 

plastic shopping bags, diy clean
ing bags, and newspaper bags. 
We send them, plus all of our 
shrink wrap from stores, to our 
plastics recycling company 
AERT (Advanced Environmen
tal Recycling Technologies Inc.). 
The plastic becomes composite 
decking (ChoiceDek at Lowe's). 
We have collected millions of 
pounds of bags for recycling." 
(From: www.stopandshop.com) 

Big Y collects plastic bags and 
sends them to Trex, which also 
makes plastic lumber for deck
ing. Trex accepts any plastic bag 

Some studies have linked 
drinking alcohol in moderation 
to higher levels ofHDL. 

Medicine 
Dmg therapy for raising HDL 

cholesterol levels has, so far, 
been less successful than for 
reducing LDL cholesterol. 

Of all the medications, niacin 
is the most effective in increas
ing HDL. Niacin, which is also 
known as vitamin B3 or nicotinic 
acid, can raise your HDL by up 
to 35 percent. 

When niacin is used to 
increase your HDLcholesterol, it 
is sold in higher doses than when 
it is in an over-the-counter prepa
ration such as a multivitamin. 

Niacin seems to work better 
when used in combination with 
statins that are used to lower 
your LDL. In fact, when used 
with some statins, niacin can 
increase your HDL level by 50 
percent or more, as well as 
reduce LDL levels more than 
when just statins are used. Trade 
names of statins commonly used 

numbered with a 2 or a 4, plus 
diy cleaning bags, newspaper 
bags, and grocery bags. 

If you use these plastic bag 
recycling programs, it is 
extremely impo1tant to only put 
the four types of acceptable bags 
in the bins. Do not recycle sand
wich bags, gai'bage bags, plastic 
wrap, bread bags, any bag that 
contained food such as pre
washed salad bags, or bags with a 
recycling number other than 2 or 
4. It is also ve1y important to 
make sure that your bags are 
completely free of receipts, 
coins, trash or anything else. The 
bags should be clean, diy and 
empty. Thanks for recycling! 

today are Lipitor, Crestor, 
Mevacor and Zocor. 

Some prescription medica
tions such as Simcor combine 
statins and niacin. No research 
has shown that the combination 
dmgs lower cholesterol more 
than taking niacin and a statin 
separately. 

Fibrates, another catego1y of 
medication, has the potential to 
boost your HDL by up to 20 per
cent. However, fibrates are not 
effective in lowering LDL. Two 
fibrates available in the United 
States are Lopid and Tricor. 
Supplements 

There is evidence that sug
gests possible benefits from 
plant sterols and omega-3 fatty 
acids. Don't take supplements or 
any over-the-counter substance 
without discussing them with 
your doctor. This advice is espe
cially important for seniors who 
are often taking several dmgs. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com 

Jessica Harmon Illustration 

Amy Donovan is the program 
director at the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management 
District. Send your questions to 
her at: amy@franklincounty
wastedistrict.org 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

~ 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES UM 

Open 5-9 Sun-Tums 
S - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Tues 
Reservations Accepted 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 

166AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

'l.:ICENSED, INSUREDft _ 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

Renaissance 
Excavating 
COMPLETE SITE 

WORK 

• SEPTIC 8c DRAINACE SYSTEMS • SANO, GRAVEL 8c LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

Pe.ts ... 

and 

Thei1· 

People! 

44 Deerfield St./Rte. 5 ~ 10, 7 7 4, 7 3 4 6 Pet Groomoog 
Grttafield by Appointment 

The Gill Store &Tavern 
Now Serving 

Lunch and Dinner 
Wed- Sat 11 -11 
Sunday Brunch 

9 a.m. - 2p.m. 
Lunch and Dinner Specials Daily 

Seafood - Vegetarian - Local Beef 
Individual Grilled Pizzas 

and More! 
Full Bar with People's Pint Beer on Tap 

Main Road Gill Center Bottled Beers, Complete Wine List, 

41 3-863-9006 O.ily Drink Specials 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

~/) 
PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

'LUtU! 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzinc.com 

Ann Forslund 
REALTOR® 

~ Prudential 
Pdme Ptopertles 

3.5 East Main Street, Orange, MA 01364 
Bus: 978-544-9000 Fax: 978-544-9099 
Cell: 413-422-8542 www.prudentialorange.com 

~ving Franklin County & North Quabbin areas 

~- Offe,rt.ng,A 'frul,, Sttm"{or ffom.e,~ L(fe,, 
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JEP'S PLACE: Part C V 
Blood Poisoning 

BY JOSEPH A PARZYCH 
Gill - A strong hospital smell 

began to choke me half to death. 
My hearing became acute. The 
last thing I remembered was one 
of the doctors saying, "What've 
you got on the river raw." There 
was a popular nonsense song 
with reference to river raw. I 
ch'ifted off trying to figure out 
what the doctor was talking 
about. 

I awoke with my wrist 
bandaged and my mouth chy. My 
parents came to see me that 
evening. I was afraid Pa would be 
awful mad at me for breaking the 
window and mnning up a big 
hospital bill, but he didn't seem 
mad at all. The arm got more 

swollen and sore by the day. The 
doctor squeezed pus out of the 
cut every morning. He'd strut up 
by my elbow and work his way 
down to the cut on my wi'ist. 
Tears came to my eyes. I gritted 
my teeth to keep from making a 
sound. 

"I know it hmts," he said, "but 
I have to get the pus out." 

Nurses put hot water bottles 
wrapped in wet towels on my 
aim when the doctor wasn't 
squeezing pus. 

Pa and Ma didn't come eve1y 
day, but my older sister Emmy 
did. No one could ask for a better 
sister. Emmy was man'ied by 
then, and had begun working at 
the Greenfield Tap and Die 
inspecting machine gun 
ammunition boxes. World War II 
was on and the factory was 
turning out defense work. 

Emmy's husband had been 
ch·afted into the Army. He talked 
a lot about all the great things 
he'd done and even greater things 
he would do in the future. The 
Army stationed him in Colorado, 
much to my relief. 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 863-8666, FAX 863-3050 
BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau & Bow Carpentry and home repairs. Custom shelves 
Wow is a VERY successful "clean-out, a specialty. Call David, (413) 863-9296. 
hauling, and snow plowing· business. 
Community oriented, environmentally friendly, 
FUN, interesting, and unique. Please call Sita 
for details (413) 834-7569. 

HOBBY SHOP - Inventory for sale: Bird 
Houses, Whirly Birds, Jelly Cabinets, Towel 
Holders, Quartz Clocks, Napkin Holders. 7 
Meadow Drive, Riverside, Gill. Call Charles 
Shebeli, 413-863-2465 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small - General 

LARGE SUNLIT ARTIST(S) STUDIO -
Approximately 600 square feet w/bathroom, 
utilities included, $450/month. 24 Third 
Street, T umers. Images at 
www.thebrickhouseinc.org. 413-863-9576 

WANT TO BUY - Cash paid for older guitars, 
banjos and mandolins, also tube-type guitar 
amplifiers, any condition. Call anytime 413-
335-1634. 

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS n5 cts.1extra word1 
RUH SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 58 FOURTH STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.15 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for for weeks. --- ---
Name Phone ______ _ 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The GID was not far from the 
hospital. Eveiy noon, Emmy 
skipped lunch so she could nm 
over to see me. One day, she 
brought me a fi11it basket filled 
with all my favoi'ite fruit. I got a 
lump in my throat. I couldn't talk 
and my eyes filled up. I loved 
Emmy, dearly. She was six years 
older and more of a mother than 
sister to me. 

One day, Ma came in to see 
me. She was alone. Pa was out in 
the hall talking with the doctor. 

'They going to cut off you 
hand,""Ma whispered. "You got 
the blood poisoning." 

At first, I was scared, 
especially by the whispering. 
But, then, I figured I'd be like 
Magrini, doing things like 
changing a tire all by myself with 
just one hand and having people 
say, 'look at that guy, will you." 
And I would say, "I'm no 
ci'ipple." 

Maybe the doctor would put a 
hook in place of the hand and I 
could be tough like "The Hook" 
in comic books. No one messed 
with The Hook. 

The only pait I didn't like was 
the blood poisoning. There 
wasn't much you could do about 
blood poisoning, back then, 
except die. A hook wasn't scaiy, 
but I wasn't ready to die just yet. 
I was getting sick of having my 
aim hmt when they squeezed the 
pus out eve1y morning. 

One day, as the doctor mashed 
on my arm, I asked him when I 
was going home. 

"Pretty soon," he said. 
"When's pretty soon?" 
"Oh, a couple of days." 
Later, I asked the nurse how 

The town of 

Erving 
will hold a Tax 
Classification 

Hearing 
on Monday, 

January 12th at 

7:30 p.m. in the 
Town Hall 

many a couple was. 
"A couple is usually two, like 

a couple is two people." 
Two days later was Saturday. 

My regulai· nurse was off. I told 
the new nurse I was going home. 

"Who said that?" 
'The doctor." 
"Oh, really?" 
'Sure thing. Saturday's the 

day. I can't wait to get out of 
here." 

"Where's your clothes?" 
" Don't know. Someone put 

them away when I came in." 
Soon the nurse came back 

with my clothes-the old clothes I 
wore the day I came in. She held 
them out away from her white 
lllillOim. 

"These clothes aren't very 
clean," she said, froWlling. "And 
there's blood on them, too. How 
come your folks didn't bring you 
clean clothes? And where's yolll' 
unde1weai·?" 

"I don't have any". 
"You don't weai· undeiweai·?" 

Her eyebrows went up. 
"Just long johns in the winter. 

But it's too hot for them in 
summer." 

January 8, 2009 

have company. Emmy took one 
look at me and said, "Let's go up 
street." 

She bought me new pants and 
shiit. I put them on, i'ight there in 
the store ch·essing room, and 
stuffed the dirty old clothes in a 
bag. 

We went to a movie, and 
afteiwai·d had a sandwich and an 
ice cream soda at the Liggett's 
ch11g store soda fotmtain on Main 
Street. I was having the time of 
my life. This was the first time I 
had ever had an ice cream soda. 

Emmy took me to 
Woolwoith's 5 & 10, and bought 
me some kind of board game. It 
felt like Chi'istmas morning. But I 
was happiest to just be with her. 

When we got back to her 
house, a police cnriser pulled into 
the ch'iveway. The cop said they 
had been looking all over for me. 
When Emmy ch·ove me back to 
the hospital, the staff was all 
worked up - "Blood poisoning ... 
wasn't supposed to be out of the 
hospital.... should have been 
having hot packs" ... and all that. 
They acted like it was all her 
fault. I was in trouble with 

"Isn't it uncomfortable eveiyone, including the doctor. 
without tmdeiweai1" The first thing he did was to 

"Doesn't bother me a bit." give my aim a good squeezing. 
I was emba1nssed enough My hand had a "pins-and

about my dirty clothes without needle" feeling and the squeezing 
admitting it was tmcomfoitable hmt teirible. He did not spai·e me. 
without tmdeiwear. She just A few days later, the skin all 
shook her head, helped me get peeled off my hand and stayed 
ch·essed, and put a clean sling on pale purple for a long time. 
my aim. I headed down the long Eventually doctors got the blood 
dark con'idor and out the door. I poisoning tmder control. I don't 
walked to Emmy's house, a know what medicine they used, if 
couple miles away. Saturday was any, besides the hot packs, but I 
her day off. Her husband was still was well enough to go home. 
in Colorado, so she was glad to - Continued Next Week 

Receive Ten Free Flowering Trees for Joining the 
Arbor Day Foundation in January 

Ten free flowering trees will be 
given to residents of Massachusetts 
who become members of the Arbor 
Day Foundation in January 2009. 
Those who join the Foundation in 
January will receive two white 
flowering dogwoods, two flowering 
crabapples, two Washington 
hawthorns, two American redbuds, 
and two goldenrain trees. 

"These compact trees were 
selected for planting in large or small 
spaces," said John Rosenow, chief 
executive of the Arbor Day 
Foundation. "They'll give your home 

the beauty of lovely pink, white, and 
yellow flowers - and provide winter 
berries and nesting for songbirds." 

The trees will be shipped postpaid 
for planting between February 1 and 
May 31 with enclosed planting 
instructions. The trees are guaranteed 
to grow or they'll be replaced for free. 

To become a member of the 
Foundation and receive the free trees, 
send a $10 contribution to Ten Free 
Flowering Trees, Arbor Day 
Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, 
Nebraska City, NE 68410, by January 
31, or online at arborday.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1K 

Sharon Cottrell 
Proptrty Manager 

HallKeen 
Real EstaJe Management and Investment 

Power Town Aparunents 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box 48 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Tel: 413.863.9433 
TIY: i00.439.0183 
Email: luptown@verizon.net 

ADIATOR • = 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Gill 111!!11 

863-4049 1-800-439-4049 _,. 

~ .. •ILJ-. --- ___ B_o_B_AN_o_E_R_s_o_N_ ~~ siil#s Rip,,m,laliw 

( 413) 773-3678 
FAX (413) 774-5746 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

101-· 11are1110 
1/ HEATING Ii COOUNG 

123 Avenue A • Turners Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

~YORK 413-863-2295 ~M<. ____ ,,,, ____ , Ccaorol;\;r. ~ 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

Come sit 
by the fire! 

Route 2 • Gill 
413-863-8210 

BERKSHIRE 
BREWING BEER 
Now AVAILABLE 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9th 
Great Falls Coffee House: 
Barry "White Crow" 
Higgins demonstrates 
Native American-style 
flutes he designs & 
makes. He'll discuss 
Native American 
flute styles & tech
niques, perform a t..::lii"""',~• 
variety of flute 
music. 7 to 9 p.m. 

At the Rendez
vous, Turners 
Falls: Jones Trio, 
jazz that thumps' 
9:30 p m.$3 cover. 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: Mother 
Turtle, Soul Rock, 9 to 
11 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 9TH & 10th 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls 
The Court Jester. All ages family fun 
with Danny Kaye in this hilarious 
comedy. Music before the movie at 7 
p.rn Movie at 7:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10th 
Winter Trails Day at Northfield 
Mountain, free for all ages, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Limited quantity of ski equipment and 
snowshoe rentals available at no 
charge for first time users. This celebra
tion is intended for children and adults 
who are new to winter sports. Pre-regis
tration, call 80~59-2960. 

Artist Reception at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, 1 to 3 p.rn. Corne 
meet Thomas Stratford, our artist of the 
month. Landscapes and Nature Art 
exhibited through January 31st. 
Regular hours are Friday and Saturday, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.rn. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse featur
ing Charles Neville Jazz Quartet At the 
Wendell Town Hall. Open mic at 7:30 

pm. Feature at 8 p.m. 
www.wende//ful/moon.org 

Moonlight Snowshoe 
at Northfield 
Mountain for ages 
12 and older. A 

.lll,._-'fl magical place on 
a moonlit eve. 
Explore how to 
best navigate at 
night, share 
inspiring quotes 
from literary 
lovers of the 
moon and stars, 

a n d 
Barry take a 
"Whi~ short 
crow" 'solo' 

Nafi,oe 
American tryle 

fatte music at tbt 
Grtat Fa/ls Coffee 

Home 011 Frid(!)I January 
9th at 7 p.m. Held in the Great Hall 
of the Grtat Falls Ditcovery Centn; 

T111'11m Falls. 

walk by 
moon
Ii g ht. 
6:30 to 
9 : 3 0 
P. m. 
$7/$21 
w/snow
s h o e 
rentals. 
Pre-reg

istration required, 800~59-2960. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, Acoustic Folk/Singer 
Songwriter, 9 to 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 8 p.m., free. 

Montague Book Mill, Montague Center: 
Free Films For The Frozen. 7 p.m., A 
Face in the Crowd. Written by Budd 
Schulberg, directed by Elia Kazan, 
1957. Andy Griffith and Patricia Neal. 
Andy Griffith makes a rare dramatic tum 
as Lonesome Rhodes, a charismatic 
hobo discovered by a radio producer 
(Patricia Neal) in an Arkansas jail. 

SUNDAY & MONDAY, 
JANUARY 11th & 12th 
The Country Players auditions for Ken 
Ludwig's Moon over Buffalo, 7 p.m. 
Needed four men and four women for 
April production at the Shea Theater. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 12th 
Auditions for My Antonia. Pocumtuck 
Valley Memorial Assoc. & Lady of the 
Lake Productions has roles for 11 men, 
7 women, and 7 children ages 7 to 15. 
Actors with all levels of experience wel
come. Held at the Deerfield Teachers' 
Center, Deerfield. 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Performance will be in April. Info. (413) 
772~746. Also Wed. 1/14. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13th 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Texas Holdem League, 7:30 p.m. 

The Millers Falls Library Club is a free 
after school program that meets on 
Tuesdays from 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. The 
drop-in sessions are designed for chil
dren of all ages. Activities include live 
music, arts and crafts, games, and 
homework help, depending upon the 
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participants' ages and interests. 
Info: call the Carnegie Library, 
863-3214. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Craft Night, 7 p.m. on. 
Careful mixing knitting & drink
ing, bring a project to work on. 

WEDNESDAY,JANUARY1~h 
Nifty Nature: Seeds, Seeds, 
Seeds' With Rachel Roberts at 
Northfield Mountain. 10 to 11:30 
a.m. For ages five and older, 
free. Pre-registration required: 

800~59-2960. Learn about seeds and 
their parts, and the important food 
source seeds provide for winter ani
mals, a variety of craft projects. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls Rust 
Knuckle Raptor, 930 p.m. $3. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Jim 
Olsen's WRSI Back Porch: Country, 
R&B, Gospel and Rock n' Roll, 9:30 
p.m., no cover. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wai/in' Dave 
Robinson, Tommy Filault & Co., blues 
based roots music, 8 to -10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie, 
Country Folk Guitar Featuring Johnny 
Cash favorites, 9 -11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 
17th 
Recycle, Reuse, 
Reduce.· It's Fun! 
Greenfield Public 
Library 
Levanway 
R o o m , 
Greenfield. 
Join educa
tor Rachel 
Roberts for 
a free chil
dren's work
s h o p 
reusing 

New 
Orltant 

Jaz.z Great 
Char/et 

Nevill and bit 
Quartet pttjorm 

at the Wendell 
Full Moon Coffee 
Home 011 Safllrril!J, 

January 10th at 8 p.m. 

recyclables into fun activi
ties. Recycled Village: geared 
for school-aged children, fun for all1 10 
to 11 a.m. Register at Green Fields 
Market or contact Rachel Roberts at 
robertsnnl@verizon.net or 77 4-7290. 

The T umers Falls Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Constest1 Boys & girls age 
10 - 14 competing separately to make 
as many free throws as possible. Also 
separated by age category. Winners 
advance to regionals. Free, 1 to 3 p.m., 
Sheffield Elementary School Gym. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, T umers 
Falls For the Birds ... Crafts and Story 
Hour about Birds in Winter. Interpreter 
Sarah Martell leads. Learn about what 
birds eat in winter and why they stay 
around to brave the harsh New England 
winter. 1 to 2 p.m. Info: (413) 863-3221, 
or www.greatfallsma.org 

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Turners Falls. On display 
in Gallery 85 Colin Finlay. Artist 
Reception at HMCP, Avenue A, 1 to 5 
p.m. Artist Talk in the auditorium at 
Hallmark Institute of Photography, 27 

Industrial Boulevard, 7:30 p.m. New 
Orleans photographer Josephine 
Sacabo, featured in Gallery 56, will also 
have work from three distinct projects 
on exhibit; "A Geometry of Echoes," 
"The Nocturnes" and, "El Mundo 
lnalcanzable De Susana San Juan." on 
display through March 29th. Also on 
display work by Susan Bozic: The 
Dating Portfolio. 

Ham and Bean Supper at Montague 
Congregational Church, 5:30 p.m. $9/ 
Children $4. Reservations: 774-7256, 
walk ins welcome. 

Bmer and the Bder Tree at the Pushkin 
Gallery, Greenfield, The Piti Theatre 
Company, Shelburne Falls and Les 
Ponts-de-Martel, Switzerland, bring 
integration of theatre, dance and clown
ing with this original nature fable. 
Followed by mural-making and theatre 
workshops for ages 5-14. Audience 
members receive tree seeds. 
Reservations: (413) 625-6569 or 
info@ptco.org; $10, $8/14 yrs and 
under. Info: www.ptco.org/elmer. 

Predator Tracking with David Brown at 
Northfield Mountain, 1 to 4 p.m. For 
ages 12 and older, Fee: $18, $28 
w/snowshoe rental. Pre-registration 
required, call 800~59-2960. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blame it on Tina. 
Wendell fav's, Jen Spingla, Bob Rosser 
and Tina, bringing back the sound 

we've been missing. 9 to 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th 
Holy Cooperation! 

Building Graceful 
Economies, Author 
Andrew McLeod 
presentation on his 
recently released 
book, 2 p.m. The 
global financial 
crisis has 
inspired 
renewed interest 
in charity among 
religious com
munities, but 
McLeod's work 
goes deeper, 
exploring how 
cooperative enter
prises and scripture 

both provide models 
for how to love one's 

neighbor and build an 
economy based on justice 

and freedom. Held at All 
Souls Church, Greenfield. 

Free, light refreshments. Co
Sponsored by All Souls UU, Upper 
Valley Worship Group, Temple Israel, 
Cooperative Fund of New England and 
Franklin Community C0-0p. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20th 
Inauguration Day Event at the Brick 
House, Turners Falls. 12 to 8 p.m. Help 
us to inaugurate our new performance 
space' We'll be viewing the inaugura
tion live as well, and the evening will 
feature musical guests and a film 
screening relating to the civil rights 
movement (film TBA). 

Ill §PH [HI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 - 8 p rn. 

Frte ( except tome trips), opm to !0&al 
kens. Some require permi.rsion slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiw:d Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 
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!vfemonal Hall n,eater 

mrn□lf RCTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

Jan. 9th & 10th at 7:30 p.m. 
THE COURT JJESTER 

Danny Kaye sings and dances his way through 
this swashbuckling comic farce featuring 
medieval michief, mayhem and intrigue. A 

comedy the whole family can enjoy. Directed 
by Norman Panama and Melvin Frank. 1956. 

NR. Color.101 min. 

Music before movie at 7 p.m. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

$ GREENFIELD 

~~~~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Friday, January 9th - Thurs., January 15th 
1. BEDTIME STORIES 
DAILY 6:45 9:00 PG 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
2. THE CURIOUS CASE OF BEN
JAMIN BUTI'ON 
DAILY 7:10 PG13 DTS sound 
FRL SAT, SUN 12 3:30 
3. THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
3. VALKYRIE PG13 DAILY 6:40 9:20 
4. YES MAN PG13 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. MARLEY AND ME PG 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:15 3:15 
6. BRIDE WARS PG DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:30 3:30 
7.GRANTORINO R DTSsound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 1/9, 9 - l!J>,m. 
Soul Rock: AoJhef I \Wlla 

Saturday, 1/10, 9 - 11 p.m. 
Acoustic Folk/Singer Songwriter: 

~ic.hard C~ GttO\Jp 
Thursday, 1/15, 8 - 10 p.m. 
Blues Based Roots: Wailin' 'Dava 
~obil7\~ Tommy Fibilf. & Co. 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

THURS: 1/8 I 9:30PM I $3 
Kristen Ford-Singer/Songwriter 

FRI: 1 /919:30 PM I $3 
Jones Trio - Jazz That THUMPS! 

SUN: 1111 18:00 PM I FREE 
TNT Karaoke 

WED: 1/ 14 I 9:30PM I $3 
Rust Knuckle Raptor 

THURS: 1/ 15 I 9:30PM I $3 
Jim Olsen's WRSI back porch 
Country, R&B, Gospel, and Rock n' 
Roll Rendezvous Ramble FREE 

78 THIID STREET 
TUIINEIIS FILLS, Ml 
REmEZYOUSJFM&.CGM 
TEL:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

_;~~ 7 U~
1
~:i:!:IL ~ 

Gill, MA 01354 

413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8 - 7. 
Fresh milk, farmstead cheeses, eggs, and butter. 

Also selling Gill trash sticker-s and the Montague Repor·ter-. 

Pick-your-own fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally. 

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE 
Home Repairs & Weatherization 

TODD MULLER 
978-544-7040 

"One Call Does It Alf' 

Serving the entire 
Montague Reporter 

readership area HIC# 149347 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
cruise. travel@verizon.net 
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begin in the dark; it 
is often dark before 
I reach home at the 
end of the workday. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

New Year Garden 
off investing in a new batch. 
Flower seeds are some of the 
most fragile and susceptible to 
change in storing conditions, so 
be sure to test your favorite 
varieties. Most are best 
replaced after a year or two. 

January 8, 2009 

better-known seed houses 
include organic and heirloom 
varieties because of their 
increasing popularity, Pinetree 
Garden Seeds, Ve1mont Bean 
Seed and Harris to name a few. 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

I am drawn to the 
glitz and glitter of 
the myriad seed cat
alogues which the 
mailman has 
brought since the 

In these days of hyper
hybridizing and chemical seed 
treatments, many gardeners 
prefer to grow heirloom seed. 
Heirlooms are categorized as 
any cultivar that is open-polli
nated, growing hue to type and 
producing plants like the parent 
from seed. 

plants and save them for next 
year's plantings. This method 
allows gardeners to share 
favorites of the older varieties 
which, though they may be 
more susceptible to diseases, 
ve1y often surpass hybrid prod
ucts in flavor. If you prefer to 
garden organically, this is the 
method for you. 

It may be cold and dark, but 
that gives you a great excuse to 
sit by the fire and pernse these 
tempting garden catalogues. It's 
not too early to prepare your 
order. You'll note that if you 
want to grow your own onion or 
leeks from seed, now is the time 
to get them, since these seeds 
should be started anywhere 
between the end of Janua1y and 
the middle of Febrna1y. 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - The first 
Sunday of Januruy marks the 
perihelion, the time when the 
ea1th is closest to the sun. The 
days are lengthening, but it's 
hard to tell. 

By 3:30 in the afternoon, the 
sun is already preparing to 
descend behind Greenfield 
Mountain. The birds rnsh to the 
feeder for a last meal before the 
dark and the cold fall. 

In this morning's optimism 
of bright, windless sunshine, I 
hung the freshly washed sheets 
on the line. I collect them now 
and find them chilly, even stiff 
in spots to the touch. I drape 
them over the chairs in the sun
room. There they will d1y the 
next day and bring into the 
house the fresh, outdoor smell 
of summe1time. 

This first weekend of the 
new year has been a relatively 
mild one: two days above freez
ing at midday. I ventured out to 
the compost bins and brought in 
a small cache of wood for the 
stove. Still, the pleasures of the 
holiday past, the glut of eating 
and eating some more, of spe
cial cooking, of afternoon naps 
has not satisfied. The mornings 

end of December. In the 
coldest month of the year, it's 
also time to plan for next year's 
garden. 

This is the perfect time to 
review the successes and frus
trations of last year's season, to 
check what is left in the seed 
box from last season and to 
indulge in the perfect colors and 
fo1ms of the a1t of the seed cat
alogue. 

If you've kept last year's 
leftover seed in a dark, cool, d1y 
place, there's no reason much 
of it can't be used again in the 
new garden season. Most veg
etable seed is viable for one to 
five years. Note the cha1t below 
for seed viability under pe1fect 
storing conditions: 

You can test for the viability 
of your seed by simply placing 
a sample between damp sheets 
of paper towel or newspaper. 
Fold the paper in half to cover 
the seed and place in a plastic 
bag to keep the paper damp. 
Label and date. Place your seed 
packet in a wa1m place out of 
the direct sunlight. Check for 
sprouting after a few days or 
longer in the case of seeds that 
are slow to ge1minate. If few 
seeds ge1minate, you are best 

The advantage to hybrid 
seed is that they have been bred 
to improve yield, disease resist
ance, color and uniformity. The 
downside is over processing, 
the potential for unknown 
chemical treatments and the 
plant's inability to produce seed 
which will predictably repro
duce hue copies. 

If you find heirloom vari
eties you love, you can collect 
seeds from the frnit of these 

Both Tomato Growers 
Supply and Totally Tomatoes 
sell a wide variety of seed 
types, including many heir
looms and some seed developed 
by individual gardeners. Many 
of us continue to grow the heir
loom Brandywine in spite of the 
tendency for cracking in the 
fmit. Brandywine Red, a newer 
development, may produce per
fect frnit, but it just can't com
pete with the original 
Brandywine for pure, tomato 
flavor. 

Other seed houses specializ
ing in organic and heirloom 
seed are: The Cooks Garden 
and Highmowing Seeds. Many 

Seed Viability Chart 

Even if you're an indoor soul 
in the winter months, don't for
get to step out after sunset and 
watch for Jupiter and Mercmy 
low in the Southwest and espe
cially Venus, the evening star, 
shining brightly way above 
them. This time of year we 
need all the light we can get. 

One Year Okra Brussels Sprout Turnip 
Onion Cabbage Watermelon 
Parsley Three Years Cauliflower 
Parsnip Beans Chard Five Years 
Spinach Broccoli Eggplant Cress 
Sweet corn Celery Kale Cucumber 

Carrot Pumpkin Endive 
Two Years Radish Lettuce 
Pepper Four Years Squash Muskmelon 
Leek Beets Tomato 

A Running Start to the New Year 
BY PATRICK PEZZATI 
MONTAGUE CENTER -

After a year's hiatus, the 
Sawmill River Run was held 
again in Montague Center, on 
New Year's Day. Eighty-four 
rnnners braved sub-zero wind
chill temperatures to rnn 10 
kilometers, sta1ting in front of 
the Montague Grange, heading 
past the Bookmill to make a left 
on Feny, then rmming Meadow 
Road all the way to the hairpin 
turn at Old Sunderland Road 
and back into town. 

Seemingly, almost as many 
volunteers were on hand to help 
register rnnners and hand out 
course maps at the sta1t, to 
direct and encourage rn1mers 
along the course, and then to 
se1ve coffee and baked potatoes 
in the Montague Center town 
hall at the end of the race. As 
cold as it was for the rnnners, it 
must have been even worse for 
the volunteers, who didn't have 
the benefit of 150-plus hea1t
beats a minute to warm them up. 

Jon Dobosz, director of 
Montague Parks and 
Recreation, was eve1ywhere at 
once, welcoming rnnners, 
instrncting volunteers, and later 

watching as the rn1mers came 
down Main Street to cross the 
finish line, looking as m1der
dressed as some of the rnnners 
in his fleece pullover. 

While wanning up, rnnners 
were heard joking that they had 
found the waim side of the 
street. In tmth, there was no 
warmth anywhere at all, except 
in people's spirits. In spite of 
that, some rnnners even braved 
the course in sho1ts and t-shirts. 

During the race, mnners ran 
single-file down the tire tracks 
on the road, hying to stay on the 
ve1y thin swatches of pavement 
for better h·action. Once a few 
miles had passed, however, the 
long, smmy Meadow Road was 
warm enough for a few hats to 
come off. The three-mile stretch 
with barely any shade 

Greenfield was the first woman 
across the finish line, in 43 min
utes and 3 seconds. At age 21, 
Reigner's name is familiar to 
people who have checked the 
top spot in past editions of both 
the Sawmill River Run and the 
much wa1mer Mug Race, held 
eve1y year in mid-August. 

Lest people think this is a 
young person's contest, one 
only needs to go down to third 
place overall to find 57-year old 
Rich Larsen of Shelbm11e Falls, 
and in fact only 16 of the 84 
rnnners were under the age of 
40, while six were over 60. 

As rnnners cheered on those 
arriving after them, some head
ed over to town hall to sip cof
fee and sample baked potatoes. 

The elation after finishing a 

hard race is always palpable, 
and it was more so than usual in 
the bitter temperatures. 
Runners are already looking 

f01ward to next year's contest. 
One thing we can likely count 
on: it will be cold. 

can be hard to take in 
the middle of the 
summer, but it was a 
welcome respite on 
this cold day. 

NAWCC No. 0101315 (781) 438-8489 
(508) 633-2552 

Jesse Reigner of 
Amherst was the 
overall winner in 34 
minutes and 6 sec
onds, and Ma1jorie 
Sheai·er of WIU. TRAVEL 

ANTIQUE 
CLOCKS 
Bought and Sold 

BOB PACY 

STONEHAM AA 02180 

EVING 
GRINDERS, PIZZAS, & 
A W-HOLE LOT MORE 

Full menu available I • 
• 




