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Ministering to 
Montagu_e_'_s __ 
Health 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Joan Pajak has been the 
Montague town nurse 
since the summer of 
1998, when, recently 
returned to 
Massachusetts, she 
answered a small ad in 
the local paper seeking 
an RN to conduct blood 
pressure clinics, admin­
ister flu shoots, and gen­
erally look after the 
health needs of local 
residents. Quietly and 
effectively, she has been 
keeping her finger on 
the pulse of Montague's 
health ever since. 

Pajak grew up in 
Paxton, Massachusetts, 
married her husband 
Paul after he got out of 
the Coast Guard, and 
went on a cross-country 
odyssey with her hus­
band pursuing graduate 
school and job opportu­
mties in Virginia, 
Florida, and Montana, 
before they settled in the 
Twin Cities of 
Minnesota. Pajak 
worked in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota for the 
next twelve years, pri­
marily providing outpa­
tient care at the cardiol­
ogy unit of the St. Paul 

l\tf.ontague Town Nurse 
Joan Pajak 

Heart Clinic. 
The Pajaks live in 

South Deerfield with 
their three children, 
aged 14 -20; Paul works 
as Program Manager at 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
in Hadley, and Joan 
works four days a week, 
Monday through 
Thursday, generally 8 
am. to 1 p m. caring for 
the health needs of 
Montague residents. 

She keeps open 
office hours in her first 
floor town hall office on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings. These are 
good times for locals to 
drop by with questions 
about their medications, 
to ask for periodic blood 
pressure checks, or to 
find out their 'body 
composition' by using a 
special scale Pajak has 
purchased for her office 

see NURSE pg 11 

Tight Squeeze 
in Fire Station 

JOSH HEINEMANN 
WENDELL - At the 
December 28th select­
board meeting, Dan 
Keller told fire chief 
Everett Ricketts he 
thought the equipment 
room at the fire station 
seemed a mite crowded 
when he went in to fetch a 
ladder for repairing the 
roof of that building 
recently. The town's six 
fire trucks share close 
qua1ters beside the high­
way garage. The vehicles 
include the new Smeal 
pumper/tanker, the old 

pumper, the brush truck, 
the tank truck, a trailer 
holding an inflatable boat 
for ice and cold water res­
cue, and a pumper from 
Lake Pleasant that still 
has the Lake Pleasant 
decals on its doors. 

Ricketts said all the 
vehicles are working, and 
the depaitment has a use 
for all of them. The old 
pumper tiuck is useful for 
back up, for times when 
the town has more than 
one fire going on, as hap-

see WENDELL pg 9 
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G-M School Budget 
Outlook Improves 

$1.2 MILLION '08 OVERESTIMATE CORRECTED 

Bur '07 BUDGET DEFICIT RUNS TO $400,000 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
On Tuesday, J anua1y 2nd, 
the Gill-Montague 
Regional School 
Committee's budget sub­
committee received new 

numbers for the prelimi­
nary '08 operating budget 
for district schools. A 
revised estimate was 
offered for the amount the 
schools will spend on debt 

service for the renovation 
to the Turners Falls High 
School and Great Falls 
Middle School. During 
public hearings last fall, 
the GMRSD used a figure 

Residents of Montague and Wendell gather in front of the sign marking the 
3,000thAmerican fatality in Iraq on Tuesday evening, Jan. 2nd. A similai· vigil 

was held at the same location on Oct. 26th, 2005, when the 2000th American sol­
dier was killed in the war. The vigilers sang "We Shall Live in Peace" and 

expressed hope the wai· would end soon. (From left: Bob Ellis, Suzanne Webber, 
Ellie Kastanopolous, Genevieve White, and John Hanold.) 

of $1,509,451 for debt 
se1vice, (which is the 
amount the district spent 
on debt in '07) in calculat­
ing the projected $800 -
$900,000 'budget gap' for 
Fiscal '08 annotmced at 
last fall's public hearings 
on the need to close an 
elementary school in 
Montague. On Tuesday, 
GMRSD business manag­
er Lynn Bassett noted a 
$1.2 million discrepancy 
in the estimate for debt 
se1vice. The new, lower 
figure for '08 debt service 
is $267,654. The error 
was noted after the school 
closure process wrapped 
up in late December. 

"This is what happens 
when you announce a 
budget gap without a bud­
get passed by the school 
committee," said Jeff 

see BUDGET pg 10 

Erving Seeks to Hire 
Wastewater Plant Supervisor 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 

The Erving selectboard 
held a working session on 
Tuesday, Januaiy 2nd, to 
develop a draft job 
description for a new 
town position: wastewater 
treatment plant supervi­
sor. According to select­
board chair Andy Tessier, 
the new position would 
have to be approved by 
town meeting, and would 
allow the town to hire 
someone to oversee pre­
treatment operations, and 
maintenance at the town's 
three wastewater treat­
ment facilities, and to 
conduct environmental 
monitoring as needed at 
the town's two closed 
landfills. Mike Pierce, the 
present wastewater treat­
ment chief of operations 
for Erving, remains in his 
post, and would be free to 

apply for the new supe1vi­
so1y position. Whoever is 
hired would supervise the 
chief of operations at the 
Millers plant, and also 
oversee the operation of 
the treatment plant in 
Eiving Center, leased for 
$1 a year and operated for 
the town by ERSECO 
(Eiving Paper Mill). 

"They're operating that 
plant under our pennit," 
Tessier noted. 

"There will be a multi­
year phase-in for this 
job," he continued. "We're 
going to be going through 
an upgrade ( at the Millers 
Falls plant). We need to 
let them know in the inter­
view process they are 
going to be overseeing a 
$5 to $6 Inillion construc­
tion project down there (at 
the Millers Falls plant)." 

That proposed upgrade 

is still in the planning 
stages. The town has con­
tracted with engineering 
firm Tighe and Bond to 
develop cost analyses for 
the aging facility, which 
Tessier said needs electri­
cal upgrades, a new roof, 
updated headworks, and 
attention to the environ­
mental and ergonomic 
effects of the cmTent treat­
ment process, which 
employs chlorine gas. 
Attendant to the chlorine 
treatment process is the 
use of sodium bisulphate, 
which in sufficient quanti­
ty can reduce the oxygen 
level in the Millers River. 
Hydrogen sulphate, in the 
current process con­
tributes to the corrosive 
effect on the electrical 
system in the plant's inte­
rior, Tessier said, as well 
as creating unhealthy and 

malodorous working con­
ditions for plant employ­
ees. 

"We want to take a 
proactive approach to that 
plant," said Tessier. The 
proposed upgrade is not 
being driven by any regu­
latory agency, but Tessier 
said the boai·d wanted to 
present town meeting 
with a clear pichrre of the 
plant's overall needs for 
updating, and for improv­
ing the working environ­
ment and the effect of the 
pre-treatment process on 
the Millers River. He said 
a switch to a UV treat­
ment process would be 
beneficial in both these 
respects. 

He also said the plant 
in Millers Falls had been 
designed to handle much 
larger flows, from the 

see ERVING pg 13 



2 

PET OF THE WEEK 
Snuggle Up With Me 

Twiggy 
Twiggy is a 6 year old female 

short hair cat in need of a good 
home. Twiggy is looking to find a 
family who understands that some­
times she can be shy, and some­
times she likes to talk to herself at 
night. She's very snuggly and loves 
nothing more than to curl up and fall 
asleep in your lap. Come visit 
Twiggy and see how this little acorn 
has blossomed into an oak! For 
more information on adopting 
Twiggy, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at 
413-548-9898 or via email at lev­
erett@dpvhs.org. 

"It's just a stone's tllt'OiV from reality." 
Groceries -Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer -Wine - Liquor 

MON • r,Jtui~~fAY 8-8 
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1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 
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Com11ifftd Reporters 

fo (over 
Local School (om11ittee 

and Selecthard Meeti11e,. 
If You Aren1 Committed Yet, 
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Jor Details: <•II 413-163-1666 
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CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS FACES & PLACES 
Music and Movement 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
weekly Music and Movement 
series with Tom Canoll and 
Laurie Davidson will be held at 
the Carnegie Libra1y in Turners 
Falls on Thursday mornings at 
10 a.m. during Janua1y and 
Febmaiy. From March - Jtme, 
the program will be held at the 
Millers Falls Libra1y. Young 
children of all ages and their 
families or caregivers are invit-

ed to the free programs. 
Registration is not required. 
The program is cosponsored by 
the Gill-Montague Council of 
the Family Network. In the case 
of snow, the program will not be 
held if school is cancelled or 
delayed for the Gill-Montague 
Schools. Weather cancellations 
will also be posted on mon­
taguema net and WHAI. For 
more info1mation, please call 
863-3214. 

Estia Ryan, grand­
daughter of 

Montague Center 
resident Flore, is 

visiting from Tokyo 
this week. Look for 
her observations in 

next week's 
Montague Reporter 

FLORE PHOTO 

Skate Park Readied for Reopening - At Last , · 
Great Falls 

Middle School BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - On April 
5th, 2006, a new day seemed to 
be dawning for the padlocked 
skate park in Turners Falls, 
which had been shut down in 
May of 2003 due to deteriorat­
ing ramp conditions. The deci­
sion to close the park at that 
time was meant to be a tempo­
ra1y measure, and was ma.de by 
a joint agreement between the 
parks and recreation depa1tment 
and a conunittee of local teens. 
The park had been constructed 
only five years earlier, through 
the vohmteer labor of local 
teens and their supporters - in 

pa1ticulai· town building inspec­
tor David Jensen - who led the 
drive to gather business and pri­
vate donations of building 
materials and money for its 
construction. Chick's Garage 
leased the land to the town for 
ten years, and the teens held 
ftmdraisers at the Shea Theater 
to pay the taxes on the land, and 
agreed to be responsible for the 
park's upkeep. 

After the plywood ramps had 
been chewed up by repeated use 
during its popular heyday, the 
temporaiy closure in 2003 gave 
way to sporadic attempts - often 
frustrated by adverse weather -

by teens to organize work par­
ties to repair the park and its 
curving structures. The land 
was purchased along with 
Chick's Garage by local sculp­
tor and landlord Tim De 
Christopher. A clause in the 
lease that would have voided 
the town's right to continue 
using the park if it were not 
maintained would have given 
De Christopher the right to ter­
minate the lease during the 
three years the park remained 
closed. 

But De Christopher came to 

see PARK pg 1 o 

Friday Night at the Movies: Barnyard 
The Montague police 

department, in pa1tnership 
with the Montague parks 
and recreation department 
presents the movie 
Barnyard (1 hour 28 min­
utes) on Friday evening, 
Janua1y 5th, at the Sheffield 
School auditorium. The fea­
ture picture sta1ts at 6:30 p.m. 
The family movies are ftmded 
by the Montague Elks Lodge # 
2521, and are designed to pro­
vide a family night out at no 
cost. Parents are encouraged to 
attend with their children. The 
movies should end at approxi­
mately 8:00 p.m. Attendees 
bringing refreshments are asked 
to please limit them to bottled 

A ftature photo from 'Barnyard. ' 
water and dty snacks only, to 
prevent messy clean-ups. 

Movies are made available 
through the co-operation of 
"the Movie Galle1y" on Federal 
Street in Greenfield. 

In Barnyard, absolute ani­
mated mayhem breaks out 
down on the fa1m, where the 
fa1mer thinks he's in charge, 
but the animals have a different 

idea. Look for barnyard ani­
mals to spring up on two 
legs, walk, talk, watch TV, 
and orchestrate practical 
jokes as soon as the fa1mer's 
back is turned. As soon as 
the fa1mer's lights go out, 
the ham is transfo1med into 
Party Central. On one par­

ticular night, there's even a 
pretty new cow present named 
Daisy, and when the bull, Otis, 
hams it up for her, she can't 
help but be attracted to his fun. 
loving personality. Well, we 
can't let on what happens next. 
You'll have to come see for 
yourself. Barnyard is rated PG 
for mild peril and rude humor. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Januan, 8-12, 2001 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Make meal 
reservations a day in advance 
by 11 a.m. Messages can be 
left on the machine when the 
center is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reser­
vations by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 8th 
10: 15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 9th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 10th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 11th 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 12th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. For information 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva­
tions a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 
Thursday shopping, or med-

ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 8th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 9th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 10th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 11th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call 
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate trans­
portation. 

Students of the Week: 

Grade 7 

Angel Renaud 
Matthew Gibson 

Grade 8 
Elysia Ollari 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

dfot; 
8uY1ng ond selling used boot<s 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLQCR 
SHELBURNE F"ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

We've Got You Covered! 

ARTIST 
SUPPLIES 

25 % OFF! 

fsf Avenue A, fumers Fails• 863-4346 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

•~ste111~000 
(Enetgy l<lnetlesJ 

• Thetll'lo Ptlcle 

• Well-Melaln 
• Othet Majot Btancls 
• Expetf B11tnet 

•et,tlee 

(413) 773-3622 
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Say 'Cheese' at the Gill Store 
JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - What do you do at a 
wine and cheese tasting if 
those two items are specifi­
cally banned from your diet? 
No, I have not joined a new 
religion, but close. 

I got into trouble devel­
oping a wonderfully deli­
cious cheesecake. 

Over the course of sever­
al days I made grilled cheese 
and tomato sandwiches, 
cheeseburgers, a macaroni 
and cheese casserole, and, 
finally, cheesecake - a lot of 
it. 

The cheesecake fiasco 
began when I dreamed up a 
new cheesecake recipe. I 
thought adding strawberry 
Jello might be different. It 
was. I did not add enough liq­
uid to meet the required two 
cups of water. The cheesecake 
came out of the oven ready to 
vulcanize tires. It was as rub­
bery as an inner h1be. With 
two packages of cream cheese 
and four eggs in the recipe, I 
was not going to waste my 
investment by feeding it to the 
crows. 

Yes, we feed crows. Crows 
are birds, too. What of it? 

To try to salvage the 
cheesecake fiasco, I scraped 
out the inner tube and put it in 
the blender with some water, 
added half a packet of pud­
ding mix and a half cup of 

Merrilee (left) and Aja Kane shopping at the Gill Store. 
yogurt. calcium is good for your 

After blending the mixture, bones. Well, maybe. 
I poured it back into the The following day, my big 
piecrust and baked it for about toe felt like there was sand in 
30 minutes. I sampled the 
result. 

The cheesecake was just 
wonderful. I sampled some 
more, served some to my wife 
and tried some more. Soon it 
was all gone. 

I had planned to bring the 
cheesecake to a meeting of a 
dozen people. I decided to 
make a no-bake cheesecake 
instead. 

That h1rned out fine, but 
only four people showed up. 
No problem. I ate the leftover 
cheesecake. It was healthy. 
No-fat, no-sugar. And all that 

Start the New Year Healthy! 

Free Detox Diet Workshop 
with Diana Allen, MS, CNS, 

clinical nutritionist and co-author of 
Teri Kerr's Ultimate Detox Diet. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 6TH 
1 :30 - 3:00 P.M. 

Myoga Studio, The Art Bank Building, 22 
Bridge Street, 2nd Floor, Shelburne Falls 

To register call Diana: (413) 205-6971 
nutrition4evo1ution@earthlink.net 

Public Hearing Scheduled tor 
Proposed communitv center Eat In or Take Out! 
The committee looking into 

the feasibility of building anew 
multi-use community center in 
Turners Falls met on Tuesday, 
January 2nd at the Carnegie 
Libra1y. The info1mal commit­
tee is made up of members of 
the Montague Public Libraries 
board of trustees, along with 
department heads from the 
senior center, parks and recre­
ation and the libra1y, who have 
been meeting occasionally over 
the last year or so with town 

administrator Frank Abbon­
danzio, and selectboard mem­
bers Pat Allen and Patricia 
Pmitt. The committee has set 
the date for a public hearing on 
the proposed community center 
- which may be built by the 
river, behind town hall, to 
house the libra1y, the senior 
center, and the parks and recre­
ation office - on Tuesday, 
March 6th, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
senior center. Mark your calen­
dars. 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOSI 
QUESADILLAS 

Now serving 
Peoples Pint .Beer 

011 tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

1 O Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am • 9 pm 

Place. my shoe. That afternoon, the 
sand turned into broken glass 
and a bee sting. That night, I 
could not stand the bed sheet 
touching my toe. Time to see 
the doctor. 

Question: have you been 
eating a lot of cheese? 

Answer: and how. 
The verdict? Gout. No 

cheese, no wine. Take pills -
lots of them. 

So what do you do at a 
cheese and wine tasting 
when you can't have either? I 
signed books for some nice 
folks who came to sample 
wine and ask about Jep '.s 

So what do you do at a 
cheese and wine tasting when 
you can't have either? I 
signed books for some nice 
folks who came into the Gill 
Store for the party and asked 
about Jep '.s Place. The books 
soon sold out. A few days 
later, they sold out again. 
Store manager, Vicki Van Zee, 
now has a new supply, but 
they don't seem to last long. 
These books are signed, but 
can be further personalized 
upon request, by the author, 
with or without a glass of 
wine as incentive. 

~, clear Chol 
~o b ('~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 
SUNRISE 

(413)498-4318 
Fully Insured 

free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Milss. Cont.ractor Re(l.11I07141 
Mass. Lic.:ensl! #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

Greenfield 
Go-operative 

~~,L_ __ Bank 
TRADITIONAL PROGRESSIVE 
LOCALLY FOCUSED 

Supporting Franklin County 
for the past 102 Years! 

Greenfield, Northfield, Sunderland, Shelburne ATM 
Reach all locations .... 413 772-0293 

MEMBER FDIC MEMBER SIF 

BestlocalBank.com 

G) 
Eo.JAL 

HOUSINC> 
LENDER 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

* Curtains * Braided Rugs 
* Accessories For iour Home 

Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5,Sun. Noon-4 
329 Deerfield St, Greenfield 773-3911 

www.andysaok.com 

• Clay/Stone Smlpture 
• Pottery 

• Fine Art Drawings and 
Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 BY CHANCE OR 

EMAIL: JACK@SEEJACKWORl<.COM APPOINTMENT. 

65 C»w. WET • TURNERS FAUS, MA 01376 

low rates . profess1onal service.boysenh@aol.com 
advertising. web graphics . logos. brochures. catalogs. cards. signs 

'---/ 

bovsenhodgson@comcast.net 

\Y~nifi1;if-Z· 
,.-,\.)- Su,ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING . SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~~~~ 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs. or custom made 
• Built-in page editor. do it yourself! 
• Messages. calendars. downloads 
• Private customer areas wt login 
• Multiple "group· areas for users 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS, GRJ 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ge, 1 Johnson & AssonatEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 
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New Year's Grief 
It is with grief we greet the 

news on New Years Day that 
3000 US soldiers have died in 
the Iraq War. With grief and 
growing horror we watch the 
daily slaughter, too, of innocent 
civilians rounded up and shot in 
Baghdad and throughout that 
to1tured land, a land in agony, 
under the occupation of a for­
eign power, and the nominal 
rule of a Potemkin village gov­
ernment created to serve the 
illusion of its foreign master. 

Iraq today is riven by civil 
war and the most brutal may­
hem; blood soaks its oil-rich 
sand. The govemment's min­
istries and police force operate 
as Shiite death squads in the 
capital, are ineffectual in the 
Sunni tribal lands. The only 
thing uniting these disparate 
sects is the desire to kill the 
American invaders and drive 
the occupiers from their land. 

Really, this war has gone on 
now for 16 years, since the first 
American-led invasion in 1991, 
and the twelve year siege that 
followed. Those sanctions 
resulted in the death of more 
than a inillion Iraqis through 
malnourishment and lack of 
medical care. Those sanctioned 
dead were predominately Iraqi 
children, infants. 

During the last four years of 
US-led war and occupation, an 
estimated 600,000 Iraqi civil­
ians have died violently. 

Dress it up as you like, war is 
but butche1y refined to a sci­
ence. It is disheartening to be 
about our national rites of peace 
and the brotherhood of man at 
the turning of the year, while 
our countiy continues to con­
duct the slaughter of 'insur­
gents' and wayward passersby 
in a land far older than our own, 
where Wise Men once jour­
neyed to the biithplace of the 
Prince of Peace. There, daily, 
people in despair now throw 
themselves upon the detonators 
of death, taking whomever hap­
pens to be at hand with them to 
oblivion. 

How can there be a more 
utter abnegation of humanity 
than to order our young people 
to arm themselves and aim their 
weapons at other human beings 
and kill them? With diplomacy 
like this, we have sown the 
whirlwind, and war is spreading 
now through the Middle East 
from Lebanon to Afghanistan to 
the Hom of Africa, and many a 
pocket of oppression in 
between. 

In this darkness, a lamp is 
needed, a hope born of common 
suffering, nourished with con­
versation and understanding, 
the tlue art of statesmanship. 
This is what eve1y person must 
strive and speak for today, at 
whatever part of the globe they 
may find themselves, even here. 
Prayers are not enough when 
our brothers and sisters, our 
sons and daughters, are dying. 

End the war in Iraq, bring 
our ti·oops home now, and give 
them the care and support they 
need. 

We welcome your letters. 
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24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 
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Town Hall Comes Through in the Clinch 
On Thursday, December 

21st, I was notified by the archi­
tect assigned to the town of 
Montague's Soldiers Memorial 
renovation project that his com­
pany needed important info1ma­
tion regarding the renovation, in 
order to comply with the 
Tmstees' request for final sig­
noff on the plans for the project 
by Janua1y 11th, 2007. The 
deadline required intensive 
research, and required the assis­
tance of the town highway 
department and from many 
town hall personnel. 

Daily, through Friday, 

December 29th, I sought the 
assistance of Montague town 
hall staff, and if it were not for 
their help I would never have 
been able to complete the dead­
line in time. 

My hea1tfelt thanks go out to 
the selectboard secretary, 
Wendy Bogusz, the town clerk's 
office, town accountant Carolyn 
Olsen, the town treasurer's 
office, to my fellow t11.1stees for 
holding a lengthy meeting dur­
ing the holiday week, and espe­
cially to Doug McIntosh in the 
town assessors office, who took 
his lunch period to assist me in 

lowering the flags to half mast 
in all of the five villages of the 
town of Montague to honor the 
death of President Ford. 

I sincerely hope that when 
budget time a1rives, that those 
concerned keep in mind the 
wonderful services the town 
highway and town hall offices 
provide for us with a minimum 
amount of personnel. 

Again, thanks, and Happy 
New Year to all. 

- Art Gilmore 
Chair, Soldiers Memorial 

Trustees 

Montague Center Artifacts on Display 
This past weekend I enjoyed 

the exhibit "The Canton 
Connection: Art & Commerce of 
the China Trade" at the Flynt 
Center in Historic Deerfield. 
Imagine my surprise to find two 
items donated by the late Alma 
Duckworth, formerly of 
Montague. One was a lovely 

Chinese punch bowl and the 
other a set of jacksn·aws - a 
child's pick up sticks game - that 
were noted on the exhibit label to 
be linked to the Field Fa1m (Cold 
Brook Frum) in Montague. 

The exhibit also detailed gin­
seng exports from the US to 
China. Local Color #8 has a 

great sto1y in it by Peg Folgmaim 
of Shelblllne Falls about digging 
ginseng in the hills of Conway in 
the early 1900s, when ginseng 
sold for $35 an ounce. 

- Anna Viadero 
Mont.ague Center 

Postman to the Rescue 
Not quite the daily routine. 

As a local postman pursued his 
route two weeks ago on 2nd 
Street, he paused at a door, then 
knocked and asked if eve1ything 
was all right. "Do I smell gas?" 

The resident answered his 
knock, then assured him it was 
just the odor of Christmas cook­
ing, plus the incense of balsam. 
Later, she called the post office 
saying there was indeed gas 
leaking in her home. And she 
thanked him for his perhaps life 
saving ale1t. 

The hero of this little saga 
was postman Bany Troie. 

Meg Bowman 
Turners Falls Postman Barry Troie 
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A Capital Improvement Committeeman Replies 
BY MICHAEL NAUGHTON 
MILLERS FALLS - Regarding 
the last sentence of Jeff 
Singleton's recent editorial 
("Where is the Capital 
Improvement Committee 
Coming From?" MR: 12/2106), 
with all due respect, yes, Jeff, 
you are wrong. I am speaking for 
myself, and not for the Capital 
Improvements Committee 
(CIC), but I think I have a pretty 
good sense of how we came to 
the vote we took on December 
14th and what we meant by it. 

Let's strut by looking at the 
motion itself, which was passed 
unanimously with all members 
present: 

"In the opinion of the CIC, 
none of Montague's capital proj­
ects on the horizon seem suitable 
for any of the school buildings. 
Given the estimated $10-20 mil­
lion in necessary capital projects 
facing the town, as listed in our 

report to town meeting in 2006, 
we strongly urge the Gill­
Montague school district to min­
imize any need for capital spend­
ing on school buildings." 

This said two things. First, the 
CIC does not ctmently see a use 
for the town-owned school 
buildings, based on our tmder­
standing of the projects facing 
the town right now. This was our 
answer to a direct question from 
the school committee, and note 
we did not say that we "had no 
interest in building space vacated 
by the schools", nor that we 
would resist "even considering 
the use of the Hillcrest building 
to satisfy town needs." 

All we said was at the time we 
didn't see any proposed town use 
fitting easily into any of the 
hypothetical spaces. I think it's 
fair to say that if someone brings 
fo1ward a proposal for town use 
of whatever portion of the 

Hillcrest building should 
become available, we'll gladly 
consider it, although if the plan is 
to use if for parks and recreation 
and the senior center then I think 
they should start with the com­
munity center feasibility study 
committee. To my knowledge, 
so far no one has done more than 
suggest that such a thing might 
be possible, and I agree - it might 
be possible - but there are a lot of 
questions that need to be 
answered before I'd be ready to 
officially endorse it. 

The second thing we said was 
the town is afready facing a mlIIl­
ber of necessaiy capital projects 
that will be difficult to finance 
(this should smprise no one), and 
therefore we asked the school 
committee not to add to the list 
unless absolutely necessary. 
Again, please note: we did not 
say we "would not suppo1t ren­
ovations to school buildings," 

nor that we ''would approve no 
more renovations". You're right, 
that would have been absurd, 
and while we're not perfect I 
hope you don't really think 
we're that stupid and sho1tsight­
ed. 

However, I think it has to be 
emphasized that the town is fac­
ing some necessaiy projects and 
there's a limit to how much the 
town can afford to spend at any 
given time. One way or another, 
the CIC has said the same thing 
to eve1yone, and I think town 
departments have gotten the 
message. (Just ask the library 
tmstees what happened to their 
original renovation plan for the 
Carnegie Library.) I don't think 
anyone should be either sur­
prised or offended that we said 
much the same thing to the 
school district. 

That doesn't mean we won't 
consider any projects, nor does it 

mean we won't recommend 
ftmding them. However, I think 
it's fair to say that school proj­
ects won't automatically jump to 
the head of the line, and some 
projects may not be recommend­
ed. Therefore, the CIC has urged 
eve1y project proponent to tty to 
keep costs to a minimtlIIl, and 
om· motion was simply one more 
reiteration of that. 

So, in closing, yes, happily, I 
think you were wrong in your 
inte1pretation of our motion. I 
believe the CIC is open to any 
ideas on how to meet town needs 
at the least possible cost, and that 
includes the needs of the town­
owned school buildings. 

Mike Naughton has been a 
member of the CIC since FY 
2000. The views expressed here 
are his own, and are not neces­
sarily shared by other CIC mem­
bers. 

Congratulations, Beth Hazier, our 600th Subscriber! 
KATIIl,EEN LITCHFIELD 
ERVING - Connecting people 
with the natural world is what 
drew Beth Bazler to Western 
Massachusetts from Coh1II1bus, 
Ohio 16 years ago. It is still what 
Northfield Mountain's Public 
Environmental Program 
Coordinator loves most about the 
region and particularly about her 
hometown of Erving. 

"I love the open space, the 
hiking ti·ails, and I work at the 
Erving Public Libraiy. We have a 
great elementaiy school. It's a 
nice little commtmity," said 
Bazler, who was delighted to dis­
cover she is the Montague 
Reporter 3' 600th subscriber. 

As an award for eve1y 25th 
subscriber, the Montague 
Reporter offers a gift ce1tificate 
to the winner's choice of any cur­
rent advertiser. As the 600th sub­
scriber, Bazler would have been 
entitled to a $60 gift ce1tificate -
but she chose instead to split her 
prize, to give one gift subscrip-

Beth Bazler 
tion to the Montague Reporter to 
her mom, Pat Bazler of 
Colt1II1bus, Ohio, and to receive 
the other half as a $30 gift ce1tifi­
cate to the Ristorante DiPaolo in 
Turners Falls (a popular choice)! 

"I read the paper because it 
feels like the community of inter­
esting local people. It's almost 
like a conversation that goes on 
every week. I really want to sup­
port that feel. It feels like you're 
reading about your friends, or 
people who you really want to 
meet," she said. "Plus they're 
always really great about pub­
lishing stuff for the library and 

for No1thfield Motmtain, which I 
appreciate from a customer's 
standpoint." 

A t111stee and librarian at the 
Erving Public Libraiy, Bazler 
said she loves interacting with 
local townspeople and helping 
them find what they're looking 
for, either at the Erving library or 
from throughout the Western 
Massachusetts regional libraiy 
system, with the user-friendly 
CWMARS system for ordering 
library materials. 

At Northfield Motmtain, she 
leads public programs including 
hikes, lectures, snowshoe adven­
tures and canoeing trips on the 
Connecticut River. 

"I love connecting people 
with the natural world. It's been 
such a source of joy and passion 
and sti·ength in my life, and I 
hope I can bring some of that into 
other people's lives," said Bazler, 
whose hobbies include hiking, 
singing in the Western 
Massachusetts Sacred Ha1p 

Singers in No1thampton and con­
tra dancing at the Guiding Star 
Grange in Greenfield. Bazler 
lives in Erving with her 1 O½-

year-old daughter May. 
Congratulations, Beth Bazler! 
Readers, stay tuned to find out 

who our 625th subscriber will be. 

Dems to caucus Febmarv 3nl 
MONTAGUE - Registered 
Democrats in Montague will 
hold a caucus in the first floor 
meeting room of Town Hall, 1 
Avenue A, Turners Falls at 
8:30 a.m., on Saturday, 
Febma1y 3rd, to elect five del­
egates and two alternates to the 
Massachusetts Democratic 
convention to be held 
Sah1rday, May 19th, at the 
Mullins Center at UMass, 
Amherst. The convention's 
focus will be on grass roots 
organizing and paity building 
in preparation for the 2008 
presidential election. 

"Bringing the convention to 
Amherst has everything to do 
with the effo1ts of our regional 
delegation and the demonsti·at-

ed success the Franklin Cotmty 
Democratic League has had 
with organizing local turnout 
at the polls and at candidate 
events, said Jay DiPucchio, 
chair of the Montague 
Democratic town collllnittee. 

The caucus is open to all 
Democrats registered in 
Montague by December 31st. 
Delegates will be divided 
equally among men and 
women. Candidates must con­
sent to nomination in writing. 
Candidates may make a one­
minute statement and may dis­
ti·ibute materials. For informa­
tion, contact DiPucchio at 
863-8656 or visit the party 
website at www.mass­
dems.org. 

Locally owned since 1941 
,!Ii 
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~ Antique Clocks of 
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eo1r•avoav 
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Full service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 
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DlATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l Domestic ,. 
ooling Rte. 2, C,tll 
:tern 863-4049 1-800-439-4049 

all kinds. 
One clock or entire collection 

Also wanted: 
Antique pocketwatches and tools 

Will pay cash. Will travel. 
Bob Paey 781-438-8489 
88 Washington Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 cell: 508-633-2552 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 
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•
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10% off all other books _J 
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(4ll) 834-7569 
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attic, basement. garage, barn. yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 
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The Winters Were Colder Then 
BY LILLIAN FISKE Lane. Then it was dive1ted to the 
MONTAGUE CENTER - other side of the road on its way 
There are probably a few people to the Sawmill River. When the 
around besides me who new school was built, the fire 
remember the school pond when depaitment enlai·ged the pond. 
they attended the old Montague We are fortunate the pond was 
grammar school. I sta1ted school not filled in, because the new 
in 1929 and the pond was there, school required a lai·ger 
although it was not as lai·ge as it is foundation and tmckloads of soil 
now. As I remember it was not were tmcked up past our house. 
dammed except for skating, and My husband asked the driver ifhe 
was just a brook the rest of the would dump a few loads on our 
yeai·. Actually, the brook ran lawn, and he was happy to do so. 
under the road and crossed to the There is a lot of clay in that soil, 
other side of School Street and and our lawn has never dried out. 
ran along the road where the I can remember when there 
teachers park their cai·s until it was snow on the iced over pond, 
reached what is now Newton the boys would shovel a path so 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: January 5 through January 11 

Friday, January 5 
8:00 am Montague Update: Laura Eden­
Patnode 
900 am Farmers Market Concert: 
Stephanie Marshall 
10:00 am Discovery Center: Waterfowl 
Identification 
11:30 am Classic Arts Showcase 
12:30 pm The Family & Friends Program 
6:00 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow# 25 
6:30 pm TFHS Wee!<Jy Review 

9:30 am Tom Carroll at the Farmer's 
Market 
10:30 am The Importance of Pollinators in 
Plants 
11:30 am Villages of Montague 
12:30 pm The Cost of Freedom 
6:00 pm Montague Update: Lisa Davol 
7:00 pm Montague Selec!board UVE 
10:00 pm Classic Arts Showcase 
11:00 pm Surviving the Vernon Reactor 

Tuesday, January 9 

they could nm down the hill 
and slide across the pond. 
The girls, not to be left out, 
would trip the boys, and my 
brother was one of the 
casualties. He lost his 
pennanent front teeth, as 
did several others. And this 
was during school hours. 

I loved to skate, but as I 
lived near the fish hatche1y 
there was a pond neai·er our 
home. It was called the clay 
pond, and it was no11h of 
the fonner overpass on 
Greenfield Road, between 
the end of the fish hatche1y 
and the railroad. 

There used to be a tall 
chimney in that vicinity, part of a 
brickyard. Bricks were 
manufactured there the size of 
concrete blocks, and according to 
the Recorder some of these were 
shipped to Worcester where they 
were used to build an insane 
asylum. 

John Cahill, one of the 
brickyard owners, used to travel 
to New York and pay the fai·es of 

The high school in Montague circa 1908. Postcard courte.ry Lillian Fish. 

Polish immigrants to come to floor, tmtil it got ve1y thick. 
Montague to work at the Because the area was a large 
brickyard. They were housed in a excavation, where clay was 
ve1y old building which was removed for the brickyai·d, it was 
located where the home of the down under a hill, protected from 
Lucas fainily now stands. shaip winds. 

My brother remembers a teain The winters were colder then. 
of oxen pulling the old chimney It was a yearly treat when my 
down. father, Thomas Eddy, put on his 

The pond was a lot of fun, as skates every Thanksgiving and 
there was so much clay in the area went skating with us. 
the ice was like a spring dance 

7:00 pm Montague Selec!board 12/18 
9:00 pm Michael Nix at the Discoveiy 
Center 

8:00 am Montague Update: Lisa Davol 
9:00 am Classic Arts Showcase HIGHLIGHTS OF THE Gill POLICE LOG 

10:30 pm Montague Community Band 

Saturday, January 6 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomooow #25 
8:30 am TFHS Wee!<Jy Review 

10:00 am Surviving the Vernon Reactor 
6:00 pm Iraq War Vigil 
6:30 pm TFHS Weekly Review 
700 pm GMRSD School Committee 
Meeting UVE 

Threatening Phone Calls 
9:00 am Montague Selec!board 12/18 
11:00 am Michael Nix at the Discoveiy 
Center 
12:30 pm Montague Community Band 
6:00 pm The Well Being: Helping Children 
Communicate 
700 pm Montague Update Mik Muller 
8 00 pm People's Harvest: Wolf Cry 
Singers & Joe Firecrow 
9:30 pm Reconciliation Ceremony 
10:00 pm Mass Wilderness: Winter 

Sunday, January 7 
8:00 am The Well Being: Helping Children 
Communicate 
9:00 am Montague Update: Mik Muller 
10:00 am People's Harvest Wo~ Cry 
Singers & Joe Firecrow 
11:30 am Reconciliation Ceremony 
12:00 pm Mass Wilderness: Winter 
6:00 pm Montague Community Band 
7:30 pm Tom Carroll at the Farmer's 
Market 
8:30 pm The Importance of Pollinators in 
Plants 
9:30 pm Villages of Montague 
10:30 pm The Cost of Freedom 

Monday, January 8 
8:00 am Montague Community Band 

10:00 pm GED Connection #24 
10:30 pm Villages of Montague 

Wednesday, January 10 
8:00 am Iraq War Vigil 
8:30 am TFHS Weekly Review 
9:00 am GED Connection #24 
9:30 am Villages of Montague 
6:30 pm NASA Destination Tomooow #25 
7:00 pm GED Connection #24 
7:30 pm The Well Being: Helping Children 
Communicate 
8:30 pm Windchanger 10/17 #1 
9:30 pm Thanksgiving Day Football Game 

Thll'Sday, January 11 
8:30 am NASA Destination Tomooow #25 
9:00 am GED Connection #24 
9:30 am The Well Being: Helping Children 
Communicate 
10:30 am Windchanger 10/17 #1 
11:30 am Thanksgiving Day Football 
Game 
6 00 pm Montague Update: Clark & 
Martha Edwards 
7:00 pm Montague Selec!board 1/8 
10:00 pm Iraq War Vigil 
10:30 pm Villages of Montague 
11:30 pm Family Friends 

Wednesday 12-27 
6:45 p.m. Suspicious motor 

vehide reported in the Riverview 
area. Officer sent to the area. Found 
to be a salesperson without the 
proper pennit. Officer advised the 
party to see town hall for a solicitor's 
pennit. 

9:00 p.m. Assisted Easthampton 
police with a suicidal individual who 
requested to speak with a Gill 
resident. 

Thursday 12-28 
1 :20 p.m. A Gill business owner 

called to advise of threatening phone 
calls being made to the business. 

4:15 p.m. Officer assisted 
Northfield police in finding a missing 
youth. 

Friday 12-29 
5:40 p.m. Officer assisted Erving 

police with a motor vehide stop. One 
male arrested for operating under the 
influence and an outstanding warrant. 

10:46 p.m. Motor vehicle stop 
resulted in a summons for 

for diving without a license. 
11:18 p.m. Motor vehide stop 

resulted in an arrest of 

Saturday 12-30 

police with a possible hunter under 
the influence on Boyte Road. 

7:45 p.m. Assisted Erving police 
with an out of control youth at a 
Mou,tain Road residence. 

Monday 1-01 
2:20 a.m. Officer conducted a 

motor vehide stop of a Gill resident 
with a juvenile operator's license. 
Same was issued a summons for 
driving without a license. 

8:30 a.m. An individual at Tuesday 1-02 
Northfield Mount Hennan called to 7:50 a.m. Motor vehicle aash on 
advise they were a victim of possible 
identity fraud. Matter is under 
investigation. 

1 :50 p.m. Motor vehide crash on 
rvlain Road. Accident also resulted in 
a summons of a Leyden juvenile 
operator, for a revoked license. 

3:05 p.m. Assisted environmental 

Main Road. Officer assisted. No 
injuries reported. 

7:05 p.m. Report of suspicious 
vehide in driveway on West Gill 
Road, all OK. 

8:15 p.m. Medical assist at West 
Gill Road residence, assisted fire 
department. 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 

THE SALON 
312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

fb~~~IIIJ~ ~ fb~t!?t!llJ~I? 
Auto~a/eg 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRICRS 

"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 

FREE DELIVERY! 
(Min. $15.00) 

g'fJR\ 
CIC 

863-8988 • 51 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS 

Bw.. WALENDY 
Saks & Lease Cons11lta11t 

"lour #1 Source For Subarus!" 
Serving the community since 1978 

-------- of the Largest Selections of 

n Pre-Loved Subaru's 
in New England" 

A R A • 1995's up to 2006's 
~~==SALES==~.,,- On-Site Financing Available 

www.flintsgaragesales.com 

990 South ~Iain Street • Athol, ~IA 
978-249-9038 



dramatic. Of the increase from
one year to the next, she said,
“We’re talking about one or two
kids.”

In 2004-05, 41 students
dropped out, from a Turners
high population of 394, she said.

The numbers do not come as
a surprise, principal Jeffrey
Kenney said, but they are still a
call to action.

“When we looked at the
number of kids that had dropped
out, it was alarming,” he said.

“We’re in the process of
analyzing (the causes) in depth,”
Gee said, “and we’re layering on
various interventions.”

For example, she said, a new
math program started last week,
aimed at the addressing the
problem.

On a larger scale, in January,
the district will begin a new
project called “Reconnecting
Youth.” The program was
developed in the Seattle area
and has been tested in places
like California and Colorado, in
suburban and urban settings
with minority and non-minority
communities, according to the
official website. Due to the
program’s apparent success, it
has received extensive funding
from various federal agencies
including the U.S. Department
of Education, the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services and the
National Institute of Drug
Abuse.

“‘Reconnecting Youth’ is a
model curriculum, pioneered
locally by former Brick House
director Nancy Emond, as part
of the Brick House’s larger
‘Transitioning to Success’
program. This program also
includes (a component of)
specific job skills training,
career exploration, employa-
bility training and a community
service project,” said Jeff Aho,
the Brick House’s new
executive director, who said his
agency has received community
development grant funding to
work with TFHS to address the
drop-out problem. 

“The idea really is to tie kids
to their communities so they
have a desire to stay, and the
skills to productively enter and
become a fully-fledged member
of the community,” said Aho.
“Certainly you can’t argue that
Turners Falls’ dropout rates are
among the highest in the state,
but we should keep in mind that
some of these kids are dropping
out to go to college or to further
their education in other ways. 

Many factors play a part in
youths dropping out of school,
Aho said, including grade
retention (being held back),
poor academic performance,
moves during high school, high
absenteeism, misbehavior and
students’ feeling neglected.

One of the major goals of the
project is to reduce drug abuse
among students at risk of
dropping out, an area where the
program nationally has been
most effective, according to
website statistics. 

One local school dropout,
Luke Eaton, 17, said drugs are
not a big issue with Turners’
typical dropout.

Other official indicators,
such as low self-esteem and
poor academic performance,
may be part of the problem in
Turners, however.

National statistics for the
Reconnecting Youth program
suggest the program’s success
in decreasing drug abuse is
stronger (with a 54 percent
decrease reported compared to
youth not in the program).
Academic achievement
measured by grades increased
only by 18 percent, however.

The program operates with a
partnership among parents,
school staff and student peers.
Students identified as at-risk
enroll in a one-semester for-
credit class in which they work
together on confidence building
projects, communication skills,
community service projects and
other tasks aimed at improving
their connection to the school
and the community.

Program goals, according to
the psychology-dominated
website, aim to decrease
compulsiveness and poor
decision-making, uncontrolled
emotions, learned helplessness,
low self-worth and deviant self-
images.

Asked if students will feel
branded as ‘losers’ by being
placed in the class, Kenney said
he does not think so, because
many of the students are already
so separated from the school
community.

Eaton disagrees, however,
saying the dropped-out former
students he knows hated being
in special remedial classes for
improving their Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment
System (MCAS) scores.

“They resent being in those
courses, because it makes them
feel inferior,” he said.

Speaking for himself, Eaton
said he excelled academically
until his junior year, when he
stopped making any effort out
of what he called “boredom”. A
guitarist of aspiring professional
quality, Eaton said he wanted to
study music at a level not
offered at the school. While he
chose to drop out, Eaton said his
brother chose instead to transfer
to Four Rivers Charter School
in Greenfield, where he was
able to participate in the hiring
of a new music teacher.

Kenney thinks students at
risk for dropping out start
having trouble in their freshman
year, or ninth grade. Gee thinks
the trouble begins as early as
sixth grade. The school
administration in general
believes some students are
having difficulty making the
transition from middle school to
high school, which begins in
ninth grade in Gill-Montague.

To that end, Gee said, ninth
grade teachers next year will be
forming teams, as they do in the
middle school. Teams of four
teachers in math, science, social
studies and language arts will
meet regularly to discuss their
students’ academic and social
progress. The students will also
be grouped in teams, called the
Freshman Academy, Gee said.

Asked about the
Reconnecting Youth project,

Eaton was skeptical, but said he
thought it was worth a try. Its
approach would not have
convinced him to stay in school,
he believes, but it might help
others.

Eaton is impressed by one
aspect of the Reconnecting
Youth program, that it will be
run by the Brick House, which
runs the local Teen Center at 24
Third Street.

“These guys are great,” he
said while sitting in the Brick
House office one afternoon. “I
come here all the time.”
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My Stay with the Japanese Exchange Students 
BY MICAH SNOW 
TURNERS FALLS - One day 
my mom told me we were going 
to be hosting a 17-year-old sh1-
dent named Ai Yamagishi, from 
Japan, through an exchange 
program called "PeopleLink". 
PeopleLink is a program that 
brings foreign students to 
America to live with host fami­
lies and visit American schools. 

Emi is pronotmced 
"Amy") had taught 
me two words, 
"Konichiwa" which 
se1ves as a standard 
greeting for 
Japanese people, 
and "Alegato gozi­
mas" which means 
"thank you ve1y 
much". (If you just 
want to say, "Thank 
you," then say, 
"Alegato". 

Two of my 
friends were also 
hosting sh1dents 
from this Japanese 
school. Oona was 

their digital dictionary and type 
it in English and then get it in 
Japanese, and when they saw 
the definition they would say, 
''Ahhhhhhhhhh!'' 

Two more times I went to 
their day school and htmg out 
with them, and after a while I 
started to get to know them real­
ly well. I met Reika, Ririko, Eri, 
and Mieuka. By the end of the 
week I was good friends with all 
of them. We went to a New 
Year's pa1ty and had a lot of fun 
with the girls. My cousin Wylie 
and I put on a little show for 
them on diums and guitar and 
they loved it. 

The day before our guest was 
supposed to aITive, I was a little 
nervous. What was I supposed 
to do? To add a little more pres­
sure, my dad told me that for the 
first three days of Ai's stay, we 
would also host another 
Japanese woman named Emi. 
Emi is the English teacher at the 
Nijima Gakuen Junior and 
Senior High School (the sh1-
dents' school) in Gunma, Japan. 
Then I learned Emi would be 
using my room, so I would have 
to sleep in my brother's room, 
on his extra futon. The pressure 
was increasing! 

hosting a really Avery Sno1v, Ai Yamagish4 Micah Sno111, Wylie Earp and Yukari Shibasaki at a Jami!J 
It is really sad these two 

weeks have gone by so fast. At 
the going away party on cool 15-year-old gathering on Christmas Eve. On the right-Afr signature. 

Finally, the day came. Ai and 
Emi got to our house at about 
9:30 at night. My dad had soup 
ready, because they had been 
flying all night in their Japanese 
jet lag. Japanese time is 12 
hours ahead of ours. They were 
ve1y hungry. 

We sat around our table and 
talked tmtil arotmd midnight, 
and then we went to bed. Ai and 
Emi (Ai is pronotmced 'T' and 

girl named Mei 
(pronounced "May"), and my tos. Eve1y other second they 

were saying, "Pichire?" other friend Taran was hosting a 
17-year-old girl named Eri. My After the party, 1 didn't think 

I was going to hang out with the 
cousin's family also hosted a 

Japanese girls as much, but I 
15-year-old girl named Yukari. 

was definitely wrong there. A 
The next day was the wel-

. ty All th h t d couple of days later, I got a call commg pai . . e os s an 
asking if I wanted to hang out 

sh1dents got together to eat and 
with them during the school day 

play games and hang out. The 
for three hours and make origa­

first day, Ai was a really shy 
mi. I said, "Yes," and I went to 

person who didn't tiy to talk 
Shelburne Falls and joined the 

much. But at the party, she was 
foreign sh1dents there. I only 

talking wicked fast and loud in 
really knew Ai and Emi, but I 

Japanese with her friends and 
giggling and behaving totally also met a girl named Mayu and 

another girl named Sayaka, who 
opposite. 

It seemed obvious that the are good friends of Ai's. They 
were both seventeen. Mayu is 

Japanese girls loved taking pho­
really funny and Sayaka is 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Teens Busted for Drugs in Hillcrest Parking Lot 

Thursday 12-21 
10:49 p.m. Montague police, 

while assisting another agency 
at the FaITen Emergency 
Shelter on Farren Avenue, 

on a sti·aight wa1rnnt. 

Friday 12-22 
1 :28 a.m. After a motor 

stop on Millers Falls 

, was aiTest­
ed and chai·ged with possession 
of a class D drug and a motor 
vehicle lights violation. 

Sunday 12-24 
2:09 a m. Report of a 

domestic dish1rbance at a 2nd 
Street address. 

was a1Tested on a default wai·­
rant. 
Wt>dnesday 12-27 

6:58 p.m. After a motor 
vehicle stop on 4th Sti·eet by 
the Smvival Center, 

ing or carrying alcohol, posses 
sion with intent to disti·ibut 
within 1000 feet of a schoo 

, zone, and possession of a clas 
was a1Tested and chai·ged with D drug with intent to distribute. 
failure to signal, operating with 
a revoked license, and operator 
refusing to identify himself. 

8:44 p.m. Repo1t of a suspi­
cious motor vehicle at Hillcrest 
School. 

was a1Tested and chai·ged with 
possession of a class D drug, 
possession of a class E drug, 
trespassing, minor transpo1ting 
or carrying an alcoholic bever­
age, possession of a class D 
drug with intent to distribute, 
and possession with intent to 
disti·ibute within 1000 feet of a 
school zone. Also a1Tested was 

and charged 

Monday 1-1 
1: 11 a.m. Repo1t of a suspi 

cious motor vehicle by the bac 
side of the airpo1t on Wes 
Mineral Road and Millers Fall 
Road. 

was arrested an 
chai·ged with domestic assaul 
and battery and maliciou 
destruction of prope1ty ove1 
$250. 

Tuesday 1-2 
7:38 a.m. Report of 

dish1rbance at an 
address. 

with trespassing, possession of was a1Tested and charged wit 
a class D drug, minor t1·anspo1t- domestic assault and batte1y. 

~ ~ - 4" Tuesday there were lots 
___ l=f-__ :f ___ SE. __ >(_ of tears. It was really hard 

SIGNATURE OF STUDENT to say goodbye. 

always laughing. I kept on tiy­
ing to remember eve1yone's 
names and forgetting them and 
then asking their names. 

At the end of the school day 
we took a group pichlre, but it 
wasn't just one pichlre, it was 
eve1y single shldent's camera. 
"Pichire? Pichlre? Pichlre?" 

A few days later, my fainily 
threw a pai·ty for the sh1dents at 
our house. Ai was there, with 
her friends Yukari and Mei. We 
played "Apples to Apples," a 
word game. It was really funny, 
because when a word came up 
the Japanese girls didn't tmder­
stand they would just pull out 

When Ai first came to 
our house, it felt like two weeks 
would last a really long time. 
However, it has gone by way 
too fast. I wish somehow I 
could have them stay longer. 

My brother and I were joking 
about us going to Japan and vis­
iting their school without telling 
them, kind of funny but think­
ing about it, it wouldn't be that 
bad an a idea. 

Tlvo families from Montague 
hosted Japenese students over 
the past two weeks. The Snow­
Cobb family in Turners Falls 
and the Sweitzer-Gribbon fami­
ly in Montague Center. 

Gef Ready for Winlerl 

SNOW POWER 
GENERATIONS OF QUALITY' • MAJOR LEAGUE MUSCLE 

SNOWBLOWER 
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• SERVICE 
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The Clock is TicldnU on Low Power Radio in Montauue 
KATIIl,EEN LITCHFIELD 
MONTAGUE - The board of 
MCCI has one month left to 
install a radio antenna and trans­
mitter onto the D1y Hill Road 
tower in order to operate a low­
power FM radio station. 

In August of 2005, MCCI 
received a building pemlit from 
the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) which gave 
them 18 months to get the 
antenna and transmitter into 
place. 

The station is planned to 
cover about a five-mile radius. 

The antenna was originally 
approved to be constrncted on 
Chestnut Hill Road, on the 

Leverett border, but would not 
have served the community 
intended, according to Michael 
Muller, MCCI board president 
and radio station project coordi­
nator. 

In addition, WVEI, a 
Pittsfield commercial station, 
has moved a 10,000 watt 
repeater to the top of Mount 
Tom on the same frequency, 
making the Chestnut Hill Road 
location unsuitable. 

The new proposed location, 
atop D1y Hill Road, also proved 
problematic because the FCC 
said that there was local inter­
ference from radio station 
WGAJ, said Muller. 

"We were denied in July of 
06. However, there is presently 
legislation before Congress, the 
intention of which is to some­
what relax the local interference 
restrictions." 

Muller said MCCI is hoping 
to fast track the process of get­
ting the antenna and transmitter 
up in order to meet the deadline 
and show project progress. 

"Now that Congress is con­
trolled by the Democrats, we're 
hoping tllis legislation will pass 
quickly. In the past it had no 
chance of passing because the 
Republican-controlled congress 
was being lobbied by 'big 
radio,' despite the fact that the 

FCC themselves suggested 
relaxing those restrictions on 
local inte1ference," Muller said. 

The long and short of it is -­
"if this legislation passes we are 
hoping our request will be 
retroactively approved," said 
Muller. 

"Thus we are going to con­
tinue to go forward with this, 
putting up a small MP3 player 
as the 'station' on a random 
playlist, just until we find out 
the final rnling on the legisla­
tion and our attempt to be 
retroactively approved. We have 
written both the FCC and 
Congressman Olvera letter say­
ing such. If we are finally 

approved, we'll be able to cre­
ate a real station that local resi­
dents can participate in pro­
gramming with their own 
shows." 

A meeting held in November 
garnered a lot of community 
support and this dedicated 
bunch have taken steps to move 
fo1ward to make the project 
happen. 

Anyone interested in helping 
to build the local community 
FM radio station, or with a line 
on available broadcasting 
equipment (for lending or for 
free), should call Michael 
Muller at 863-0030. 

HIGHUGHTS OF THE ERVING POUGE LOG 

Not So Wily Coyote 
Wednesday 12-20 
1 :00 p.m. After a motor vehicle stop 
on Route 2, Tin 
- was issued a criminal cita­
tion for operating w~h a revoked reg­
istration, and no insurance. 

Friday 12-22 
9:45 p.m. Report of a suspicious 
vehicle in the Box Car parking lot. 
Operator was having an asthma 
attack. Erving Center EMTs respond­
ed. 

the French King Motel on a warrant. 

10:58 a.m. Report of a three-car 
motor vehicle accident w~ entrap­
ment on Route 2. Assisted 
Massachusetts state police with 
investigation. Two subjects transport­
ed to FMC with moderate injuries. 

Friday 12-29 
5:45 p.m. After a motor vehicle stop, 

female arrested on a straight warrant. 
Subject consumed a high dose of 
prescription pills during booking. 
Transported subject to FMC. 

Sunday 12-31 
10:21 a.m. Resident reported the 
windshield of his wrfe's car was shat­
tered overnight. Report taken. 

SPRING REGISTRATION 
Saturday 12-23 
10:30 p.m. Report of a car vs. deer 
accident on Route 2. Found to be a 
coyote instead. The coyote was 
killed; no damage to vehicle. 

was 
arrested on a straight warrant and 
also charged with operating under 
the influence of liquor (2nd offense). 
Transported subject to House of 
Correction, where inspection by a 
doctor was requested. Transported 
subject to FMC. 

6:30 p.m. Caller reports that some­
one shot at him with a paint ball gun 
at the comer of Forest and Moore 
Streets. Subjects located on Forest 
Street. They were shooting at each 
other w~ air soft guns. All was well. 

Tuesday, January 23 
East Building, Main Campus 

9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Classes begin January 25. 

Tuesday 12-27 11:30 p.m. Assisted with traffic stop 
8:52 a.m. Arrested - at on Route 2 at long rest area. One 

Monday 1-1 
10:15 a.m. Officer removed large 
branch hanging over southbound 
lane on Gulf Road. 

HIGHUGHTS OF THE WENDELL POUGE LOG 

GREENFIELD Vandalism to Construction Equipment 
Saturday 12-9 DSS inquiring about a family 

on Stone Road. 
order. 

Communiry College Mt Laurel Drive resident report­
edly assaulted by another resi­
dent. Wanted it on record. 

Wednesday 12-23 

For more information 
Sunday 12-14 

Tuesday 12-16 
Vandalism to construction 

equipment on Cooleyville Road. 

911 hang up call at Lake Grove 
School. All okay. 

(413) 775-1339 • www.gcc.mass.edu Accident on Farley Road, 
minor injury to driver. Friday 12-19 

Tuesday 12-27 
Accident on Montague Road, 

minor injuries to driver, taken to 
FMC. 

You Can Buy a House with no money down! 
Call Tim for your free Pre-Application analysis. 

Call 1-413-77 3-8984 
Tim Prevost Loan Officer 
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(413) 774-1200 X121 Bernie Monkiewicz 
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Monday 12-15 
Old Stage Road resident 

arrested for violating a restraining 
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pened last summer, and for 
water supply. Its 1250-gallon­
per-minute pump can refill the 
tank truck in three minutes, as 
opposed to the 12 or 13 minutes 
the 350-gallon-per-minute 
pump on the tank truck would 
require for the same job. The 
brush trnck has been overloaded 
for years, and he plans to trans­
fer some equipment onto the 
Lake Pleasant truck so the brnsh 
trnck is easier and safer to drive. 
(It is a 1972 International one­
ton pickup t:Iuck with perma­
nently engaged front hubs, and 
no power steering. It caiTies a 
tank of water, two portable 
pumps, hose, b1ush tools and 
back pack sprayers filled with 
water, a chainsaw, gas for the 
portable pumps and the chain­
saw, 2½-inch supply hose, !½­
inch, and I -inch fighting line 
nozzles and fittings.) The Lake 
Pleasant t:Iuck has room for sev­
eral firefighters to sit in the 
back, and it can still ca1zy a 
good part of that equipment 
without being overloaded. 

In answer to Lewis's ques­
tion about personnel, Ricketts 
said there are 15 firefighters and 
officers, although there is a 
problem during workdays when 
all but two call firefighters are 
out of town. Ricketts said the 
state is not making anything 
easier with their demands for 
documentation and meetings. At 
a meeting of chiefs to discuss 
possible response to a pandem­
ic, the state representative com­
plained that not all county 
towns were present. Ricketts 
told him people have to work in 
the small towns that cannot 
afford a full time chief and crew. 

Keller said he was satisfied 
that all the tmcks in the bay are 
necessary, but he said the room 
is still crowded. Ricketts said he 
was able to get a good deal of 
new equipment through grants, 
a thermal imager, vehicle extri­
cation tools (brand-named 
"Jaws of Life") and high fre­
quency two way radios for the 
trucks and individual fire fight­
ers. The whole county is chang­
ing to the high band radios, 
which will allow firefighters on 
a scene to communicate with 
each other but not broadcast on 
the general dispatch channel. 

Home Ownership Loans 
Town coordinator Nancy 

Aldrich outlined a letter regard­
ing USDA housing programs 
available to Wendell residents to 
encourage home ownership and 
enable existing homeowners to 
repair and renovate their homes. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

JOSH IEINEMANN 

Clockwise from the lower le.ft: the left rear of the new truck, the back of the brush truck, filled with sttiff, the tank 
truck, the Lake Plea.rant truck, and the top of the old pumper, still reat!J to go with fighting lines supp!J lines and hard 

suction lines, Jill the bay at the Wendell Fire Department The inflatable raft and its trailer are benveen the 11110 

pumpers, in front of the station (not pictured). 

The Direct Homeownership 
program provides very low­
income homebuyers loans with 
no down payment and 100% 
financing for building or buy­
ing. The Loan Guarantee pro­
gram provides USDA mo1tgage 
guarantees with a 30-year fixed 
rate interest for low-income 
people who are unable to quali­
fy for a conventional loan 
because of down payment 
requirements. The Home 
Improvement Repair program 
provides 1 % loans directly from 
USDA for repairs including 
repair of a leaking roof, replac­
ing a wood stove with cent:I·al 
heat or constiuction of a wheel­
chair ramp. Homeowners 62 
years old and older ai·e eligible 
to receive grants for these same 
repairs. 

Select.board chair Ted Lewis' 
first thought was that this last 
program was similar to the 
Rural Development Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), but board member 
Dan Keller pointed out that the 
CDBG does not provide for 
replacing a wood stove with 
central heat, and board member 
Christine Heard added the com­
munity development grants do 
not provide for home owner­
ship. 

The select.board asked 
Aldrich to include info1mation 
about this program in the next 
town newsletter, so interested 
residents can contact select­
board members or Aldrich in the 
town office (544-3395, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays), to 
aITange a time when USDA staff 
can meet with interested towns­
people seeking access to these 
federal funds. 

No Go on Tornado Refund 
The select.board turned to 

another letter, from Peerless 
Insurance, the company that 
insures Handford Const111ction. 
The news in this letter was not 
so good. It said flatly that 
Peerless Insurance would not 
pay for any damage to town 
building projects resulting from 
the tomado that swept through 
town on July 12th. Keller said 
he had consulted Kopelman and 
Paige lawyer David Doneski, 
who said Wendell has no claim 
if the town's insurance compa­
ny's payment brought the 
libraiy st111cture back to its pre­
tomado condition. But Keller 
said there are other issues out­
standing, including the cellar 
floor in the new library, which 
was broken up during the storm. 
About that, "Handford 
Constrnction representatives are 
hemming and hawing, as 
usual," Keller said. 

The building committee has 
requested a copy of Handford's 
insurance policy, and is hoping 
for a meeting between the 
town's insurance company and 
Handford 's; building commit­
teeman Mark Sullivan asked for 
such a meeting in writing over a 
month ago. Keller said 
Handford and their Peerless 
Insurance Company are playing 
hardball, and the town's effort 
in pursuit of payment is uphill at 
eve1y step. 

In other municipal building 
project news, clerk of the works 
John Flemming noticed 
Handford had billed for 24 insu­
lation panels the company is not 
even installing. 

On the plus side, the new 
town office building roof is in 
place, and workers expect to 
spray insulation within a week. 

Keller reported that Whimey 
Constrnction crossed the wet­
land on Cooleyville Road in less 

than three hours, and their work 
satisfied conservation commis­
sioner Charles Smith. They are 
working quickly and compe­
tently, and although they were 
supposed to complete the work 
by December 15th, their late 
sta1t is not delaying any other 
part of the town center projects. 

Power Line Spraying 
National Grid sent the town a 

notice annotmcing their inten­
tion to spray power lines for 
vegetation control, along with a 
map that showed all the public 
water supplies and surface 
water within half mile of the 
power lines they are aware of. 
Just public water supplies are 
shown on the map. Spraying 
will not start tmtil Februa1y 5th. 

Seal Lamadeleine rented the 
town hall to continue Friday 
evening dances. Attendance has 
been sporadic, and she is reduc­
ing the dances to once eve1y two 
months; the next two will be 
held F eb1uary 9th, and April 
13th. 

Town Attorney Options 
Debated 

Kopelman and Paige sent the 
selectboai·d a fo1m for possible 
use by other town boards if they 
need legal se1vices; it would 
sta1t a paper n·ail if any legal 
action takes place. Keller said 
when the lawyers from K&P 
inte1viewed with the select.­
board, Leonard Kopelman 
brought his mother to town. She 
stayed at the libra1y during the 
inte1view and offered to help 
organize shelves while she was 
waiting. She has been to every 
small town libra1y in the state. 
The boai·d began a discussion of 
their preference for hiring a new 
town counsel when town attor­
ney John Gates retires. 
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Lewis said he still favored 
the local fum of John Gates, 
represented at the last meeting 
by Luke Goodridge. Lewis said 
he thought one firm represent­
ing too many towns in the state 
could lead to a catasti·ophe. 
When Wendell began to work 
with John Gates, he was the 
only lawyer available for 
municipal law, Lewis recalled. 
Lewis has se1ved the town as 
selectman for 40 years, so his 
memo1y in such matters is long. 

Keller thought a bigger fum 
might offer the town a better 
value. The size and experience 
of Kopelman and Paige allows 
them to have experts on staff, so 
Wendell would not have to pay 
for the research another fum 
would have to do; K&P can get 
the info1mation with just an in 
house call. The state is continu­
ally coming up with new laws, 
and K&P can keep abreast of 
them. If signing them becomes a 
catastrophe, the town can switch 
counsel. 

Aldrich mentioned that Dave 
Doneski, of Kopelman and 
Paige, just won a case for New 
Salem. 

Heard said she liked 
Goodridge, she liked his ideas 
and his thoughtfulness, but she 
was afraid the town might have 
to pay him to leam. She won­
dered how bad it was if the town 
changed cotmsel frequently, and 
she wanted more time to decide. 

Aldrich said historic com­
missioner Jean Fo1ward is 
scheduled to come to the next 
selectboard meeting, Janua1y 
10th, to discuss moving the vet­
erans memorials from in front 
of the ctment libra1y to a plot 
near the gazebo. 

Pierce Salvage Yard 
Robin Pierce had come in eai·­

lier and retreated to the back of 
the office where he sat almost 
unnoticed. He asked for clarifi­
cation of town bylaws for class II 
and class ill licenses, and said he 
has been having n·ouble selling 
his prope1ty with a class ill auto 
salvage license, and was consid­
ering allowing it to expire. Town 
bylaws will not allow a new 
class ill license, so allowing that 
license to lapse would close the 
salvage business at Pierce's 
address pe1manently, and would 
leave him with a limit of two 
umegistered vehicles on his 
prope1ty. To get a class II license 
he would have to go through a 
heating, at which all his abutters 
would have input, a process he 
has gone through to continue his 
class ill license. Without a class 
II license, he is still allowed to 
sell a limited number of cai·s 
from his property. 

Quality products to heat your home: wood or gas ... 

stoves, fireplaces & inserts II 
kNiiii ii4Md 
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Shanahan Construction Supply Co. 
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BUDGET 
continued from pg 1 
Singleton, Montague's finance 
committee chair, reacting to 
news from the meeting. 
"Hopefully, the school commit­
tee will exercise an oversight 
fonction." 

Speaking of the revised debt 
service figure, Bassett said, ''The 
reduction is the result of the state 
paying us back earlier than we 
anticipated." She cautioned the 
$1.2 million reduction in debt 
service should be considered a 
one-time savings, and should not 
be used for expanding the '08 
budget, though she also said the 
$267,654 debt se1vice figure the 
district will face next year 
"should continue to decline" in 
suceeding years. 

The real drivers in annual 
budget escalation at the schools 
are the so-called fixed costs like 
staff salaries, health benefits and 
insurance, and utilities and trans­
po1tation costs. These and other 
factors are working havoc in the 
cwTent school budget. 

PARK 
continued from pg 1 

Bassett said the district is 
grappling with a deficit of 
$406,368 in the '07 budget, 
resulting mainly from unexpect­
ed increases in the cost of special 
education, ($358,801) and a 
$227,027 uptick in school choice 
costs to the district resulting from 
22 additional students choicing 
out of the district, along with a 
small increase in workers com­
pensation increase. Food se1vices 
($25,000) and the cost of athletic 
coaches ($8,400) are both slight­
ly over budget so far this year. 

These unexpected increases in 
the ctlffent operating budget are 
somewhat mitigated by decreas­
es in salaries budgeted, but not 
expended, this year, totaling 
$209,887. 

Superintendent Sue Gee said 
the district is dealing with the 
$406,368 deficit in the '07 oper­
ating budget by instih1ting a 
freeze on all discretionaiy spend­
ing. Additionally, Cynthia Joyce, 
the new director of special edu­
cation at G-M schools, is work­
ing to trim individual education 
plans of any frills, without 

agreed to meet with teens on an 
ongoing basis to oversee sho1t 
term repairs and oversee long 
term goals for the park. 

All systems seemed to be go. 
But since April, 
there was no visi­
ble progress at .. tz~fe)(. 
the park last year. 
All the ftmdrais­
ing and good will 
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depriving those sh1dents of edu­
cational necessities, Bassett said. 
Joyce is also paying close atten­
tion to SPED transpo1tation 
costs, which skyrocketed last 
year during the brief period when 
the district was operating with an 
interim SPED director. 

Bassett said an expected 
$20,000 deficit in the '07 heating 
line item would not materialize 
this yeai·, due to mild weather so 
fai· this heating season. 

But even with these pluses, 
neither the superintendent nor the 
business manager felt the district 
was likely to recover from the 
$406,368 deficit this year. 
Bassett said the schools' excess 
and deficiency ftmd is at a ve1y 
low level (approximately 
$82,000) to deal with any emer­
gencies that may yet crop up in 
'07. 

Still, with the discove1y that 
the schools will be spending $1.2 
million less in the coming budget 
year for debt service, even a end­
ing this yeai· with a $400,000 
deficit would still leave the com­
mittee in a considerably better 

to assume 'cast-in-stone' propor­
tions. But in the fall, when Brick 
House business manager 
Michael Boswo1th got on the 
phone with Abbondanzio, and 

position entering the next rotmd 
of budget making than was 
adve1tised during the school 
closing heaimgs. But Gee was 
not prepared to say the projected 
'budget gap' would close entirely 
before town meeting time. 

"I think this cuts it in half," 
Gee said. She emphasized the 
budget process was still in a ve1y 
preliminaiy phase. 

The budget subcommittee, 
with most of the other school 
committee members in atten­
dence, spent much of Tuesday's 
meeting going over the prelimi­
naiy '08 operating budget, line 
by line. The committee is looking 
at an estimated 7 .2% increase in 
'08 assessments. IN December, 
Montague selectboard chair 
Patricia Pmitt told the committee 
the town could not afford an 
increase in the '08 school assess­
ment above 2.5 percent, and Gill 
town officials have said they may 
have difficulty even meeting last 
yeai·'s school assessment figures 
in '08. 

The GMRSD is required to 
vote a preliminaiy budget by 

the funds raised than necessaiy, 
Libby tried llllSuccessfully to get 
various fencing contractors to 
donate labor on the one side of 
the pai·k fencing that really need­

ed replac-

;:::;z~~~;;,~21\~""; .... ~~~!!I ing, since 

January 4, 2007 

Februaiy 1st. 
Gee also said at their next 

meeting, January 9th, at the 7 
p.m. at the high school, the com­
mittee will be presented with a 
plan to implement the results of 
the reconfiguration of Montague 
elementaiy schools approved on 
December 19th, when a 5-4 
majority of the committee voted 
to expand Montague Center 
School and largely close 
Hillcrest Elementa1y School, 
except for a pre-K center there. 

The pa1tial closure of Hillcrest 
will save the GMRSD $93,110 in 
'08. 

Gee said the committee must 
act soon on the possible move of 
Montague 6th graders to the 
Great Falls Middle School, and 
whether to ask town meetings in 
Gill and Montague to vote on 
opening elementaiy schools in 
both towns to intra-district 
choice. Those decisions need to 
be made before teacher assign­
ments and class sizes can be set­
tled in advance of the 
next school year. II 

"All that's left of the job is 
hanging the gate, and we'll have 
that down on Thursday," said 
foreman Dan La Valley, a scion 
of the L & L family that has nm 
the Whately business for more 
than 25 yeai·s. 

a meeting with more than three 
dozen local teens, along with 
town officials, on April 5th of 
last year, where broad agreement 
on reviving the skate pai·k was 
reached to wide applause. Then 
Brick House director Nancy 
Emond annotmced, "We have 
raised $6,650 in just one month," 
the majority from one anony­
mous donation, for the skate 
park's repair and revival. 

geshlres came to •· jd!t i~!:;::~ ~=-"'L-4'."\' 

a halt when they 1 

t h e 
remaining 
three sides 
of existing 
6' chain 
link fence 
was ade­
quate. But 
t h o s e 
effo1ts fell 

Libby said De Christopher 
helped with prepai·ations for the 
fence work, and remained on 
good te1ms with skate park orga­
nizers. Libby said local residents 
have helped out by removing 
some of the damaged ramps, 
b1mging them home to repair for 
private use. Libby said only one 
damaged ramp still needs to be 
removed, and slight repairs made 
ai·e still needed to one other 
ramp, prior to decla1mg the park 
ready to reopen. If the weather 
stays fine, that work could be 
done by the end of January, he 
said. But he predicted the park 
would ce1tainly have a ribbon 
cutting and reopening party by 
sp1mg. 

ran up against a 
purported 
requirement to 
sunound the pai·k 
with an eight foot 
fence. as 

De Christopher, who said he 
bought the land specifically to 
create a sculphlre park, said it 
would be possible to incorporate 
the skate pai·k into his long-te1m 
vision for the land. "The more I 
think about this, the more I like 
it," he told the meeting. He said 
a lease renewal option may 
allow the town to continue to use 
the skate pai·k until 2013 at its 
present loc.ation, after the ctlffent 
lease expires at the end of 2007. 

That supposed 
requirement would 
have been prohibi-

Dan La Valley and his L & L Fence crew install fencing at the 
Turners Skate Park on Tuesday 

hlmed to 
winter, 
L i b b y 

accepted a bid from L & L Fence 

Town officials committed to 
chipping in $1,185 in program 
income money to help, and 

1111 

tively expensive. Yet it took 
organizers several months, 
according to Brick House Teen 
Center Coordinator Jai·ed Libby, 
to dete1mine the 8' foot height 
requirement was not a real 
requirement at all. It was a figure 
cited from memo1y by town 
administrator Frank Abbon­
danzio, and it subsequently grew 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
-- Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- • -....., Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

checked it out with the town's 
insurance agency, the fence 
height requirement shrank. 

"There are no restrictions 
about the height of the fence," 
said Libby. But the insurance 
company representative agreed, 
"A 6' fence is a reasonable deter­
rent to tmauthorized entiy." 

Not wanting to spend more of 

in Whately for $3,600 to jack­
hammer up blacktop and install 
new posts along the n01th side of 
the park, repair the old fencing 
as needed, and install a new gate. 

Now a new year has finally 
dawned at the skate park. L&L 
arrived to install the fencing on 
Tuesday, Januaiy 2nd. 

''The pai·k needs to be open 
and active to prove to the town it 
is needed. We hope this year 
people can prove they enjoy it 
and can ti·eat it respectfully." 

PRODUCE • CHEESE 
BUTTER • EGGS 

TRUCKING • OLIVES 
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New Saint Blesses Peace Pagoda 
BY ERIC WASILESKI 
LEVERETT - The New 
England Peace Pagoda received 
her newest addition for an early 
Holiday Gift. On November 22, 
the day before Thanksgiving, a 
new statue arrived. The stah1e is 
of Nichiren Dai Shonin (St. 
Nichiren). He renewed 
Japanese Buddhism. He was 
like a St. Francis of Japanese 
Buddhism, making Buddhism 
more accessible to the common 
person of his age and for ages to 
come. The Peace Pagoda's 
practices and theology are of 
direct lineage to the teachings 
of St. Nichiren, said Reverend 
Kato Shonin of the Nipponzan 
Myohoji order in Leverett. 
"The stah1e (St. Nichiren) is the 
patron saint of the new temple." 
Sister Clare Carter, a nun at the 
Pagoda said, "The spirit of St. 
Nichiren is one of great com­
passion. This temple is a help­
ful vehicle for the realization of 
peace locally, nationally and 
internationally." 

The story of the stah1e and 
the new temple goes back to the 
arson fire that destroyed the 
original temple on the morning 
of November 24th, 1987. The 

NURSE 
continued from pg 1 

with the help of a $1200 federal 
Council on Aging grant. The 
scale uses "bioelectrical impe­
dence" to measure the percent­
age of fat in a person's body. 
Leaming this figure is impor­
tant for someone who wants to 
reduce weight in a way that will 
have a beneficial impact on a 
variety of key health factors, 
including blood pressure, cho­
lesterol, and diabetes risk, Pajak 
said. 

"A person who weighs 180 
potmds and has a body fat index 
of 40%, well, that's obese. 
Nobody needed to tell them 
that. But if they get on a diet 
and come back and step on the 
scale three weeks later and find 
they have a body fat index of 
34%, they can see they've sig­
nificantly reduced their body 
fat. Meanwhile the scale may 
show their weight may have 
dropped only a pound, or not at 
all. But reducing body fat by 
itself can reduce many risk fac­
tors." 

Pajak, who majored in exer­
cise physiology in college and 
seems to have no trouble con­
trolling her own body fat index, 

SINCE 1888 

first temple was designed by 
Leverett architect Lian 
Starkweather, who worked 
with a group of community 
volunteers and special crafts­
men from Japan over the 
course of two years to build it. 
Now, 20 years later, in a tri­
umph of love over hate, the 
new temple is finally nearing 
completion, also entirely built 
by volunteers in a detemlined 
action of courage: overcoming 
hate to bring peace. Brother 
Towhee Keyes invited people 
to participate in the site's com­
pletion. "People can come up 
and help to build his (St. 
Nichiren's) house." 

The burning down of the 
original temple had far reach­
ing effects. The Buddhist 
order that built the Leverett 
Peace Pagoda, Nipponzan 
Myohoji, is an international 
community;and many in the 
order were affected by the arson 
fire at the adjoining temple. 
According to Kato Shonin, 
"The monks in Hiroshima were 
so moved that they decided to 
have a new statue commis­
sioned as a gift for the new tem­
ple." The new statue was paid 

as she chatted while eating a 
clementine for lunch, said a nor­
mal percentage of body fat for a 
woman is 22%, for a man, 16 -
18%. But she said Americans 
nowadays tend to have body fat 
indices of over 30%. 

Pajak ascribed the huge 
increase in obesity and weigh­
related health problems among 
Americans to "sedentary living 
and a diet high in fat, with much 
larger po1tions than we've ever 
had before." She talked about 
the trend toward 'supersizing' 
burgers and other fast food 
items, so that portions that are 
twice as big as they were 20 
years ago now seem n01mal to 
Americans. 

Pajak said another health 
problem that has reached epi­
demic proportions in Montague 
as well as across the cotmtly is 
the increase in cases of hepati­
tis, pa1ticularly hepatitis C, a 
blood borne disease that is 
spread by needle exchange, sex­
ual transmission, or, fo1merly, 
through contaminated blood 
supply. Among numerous grants 
Pajak has written recently to 
add to her office's equipment 
and supplies was a mini grant to 
purchase hepatitis test kits. 
Unfo1tunately, the outreach she 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

pounds) and is over 
4' 6" tall. The stah1e is 
made of camphor 
wood (renowned for 
its cedar-like quality 
of repelling insects), 
and is carved from one 
solid piece," he 
explained. 

In the statue's left 
hand is a copy of the 
Loh1s Sutra (Buddhist 
holy scriphrre); in its 
right hand is an omen 
of spirih1al protection 
called a Shaku. Tara 
Barone, a lay practi­
tioner who lives onsite 
said, "The statue is 
symbolic of nearing 

Rev. Kato Shonin and the statue of the completion of the 
Nichiren Dai Shonin new temple." 

for by the monks and nuns of 
the Hiroshima pagoda, and 
donated to the Leverett temple. 
When it arrived, the entire com­
munity was uplifted and a call 
for help went out. 

"About a dozen vohmteers 
came to help us move the stah1e 
into place," said Brother 
Towhee, who acted as foreman 
of the operation. "The stah1e 
weighs over 195 kilos (440 

conducted to target people who 
are likely to be susceptible to 
hepatitis C contagion did not 
result in any takers for the test 
kits during the kits' shelf life. 
Pajak is rethinking how to reach 
a vulnerable population, many 
of whom may not read newspa­
pers, and some of whom may 
feel uncomfortable entering 
town hall to make an inquiry at 
her office. 

Pajak said town hall is per­
ceived as a place frequented by 
upstanding citizens of town. "If 
my office was located some­
where else on the Avenue, I 
might have more success bring­
ing the target population," for 
hepatitis C screening in, she 
said. 

Pajak said in an ideal world, 
she would love to have more 
hours budgeted for her office, 
so she could work with groups 
like the Montague Catholic 
Social Ministries to conduct a 
broad pediati·ic health survey 
and immtmization program in 
town. 

As it is, Pajak mns blood 
pressure clinics four times a 
month at locations throughout 
the village, including the 
Montague Center School and 
the Lake Pleasant Post Office, 

The community that 
has developed around the pago­
da has done a lot more than just 
build buildings. They have also 
been ve1y effective lobbyists. 
One of their main projects has 
been Mayors for Peace, an 
organization fotmded by Mayor 
Akiba of Hiroshima, Japan. By 
the efforts of the Nipponzan 
Myohoji, eve1y mayor in west­
ern Massachusetts and 19 may-

as well as the Senior Center in 
Turners Falls. She has conduct­
ed health fairs twice annually, 
usually at the fo1mer St. Anne's 
Church, and also recently at the 
high school. At the high school, 
the emphasis of the health fair 
was on "teenage issues," Pajak 
said, including relationships, 
smoking, dmgs and alcohol, 
and the risks associated with 
sexual behavior. Gre.enfield 
Commtmity College nursing 
sh1dents provide key back-up 
roles for these health fairs, 
Pajak said. 

Flu shot clinics typically 
draw 300 people a year in 
Montague. Pajak said she has 
plenty of fly vaccine left for res­
idents this year, who may still 
need it before the flu season 
ends. 

Over the years, Pajak has 
developed a close working rela­
tionship with the Franklin 
Commtmity Health Center at 
the Farren in Montague City. 
The community health center 
shares Pajak's public health 
commitment towards preventa­
tive medicine, empowering 
people to manage their own 
health, and keeping people out 
of the ER, where crisis care is 
far more costly to the taxpayers. 

ors statewide have become 
members of Mayors for Peace, 
whose stated goal is the aboli­
tion of nuclear weapons. 

According to Sister Clare, 
"Both houses of the 
Massachusetts legislature have 
passed resolutions supporting 
Mayors for Peace." Most of the 
Leverett order's lobbying 
efforts have taken place during 
the course of their annual peace 
walks. Each year since 
September 11th, 2001, the 
monks, nuns, lay practitioners, 
and their supporters have 
walked west from the Pagoda 
on a circuit of the entire state, 
ending up in Boston. Each night 
the walkers are housed and fed 
by local supporters. This year's 
walk will start at 9 a.m. on 
F ebmary 22nd and wind up in 
Boston on the first day of 
spring. The community invites 
spirih1al seekers and others to 
come up to 100 Cave Hill Road 
in Leverett to pa1ticipate in the 
walk. Regular morning worship 
services at the Pagoda are at 
5:30 am. and evening worship 
services are held at 5 p.m. The 
public is welcome then, or any­
time to enjoy the view. 

Pajak said many area physicians 
refer patients to her for help 
with managing their medical 
conditions, or medications. 

She has also developed long­
te1m relationships with many 
people in town whom she has 
helped with their medical con­
ditions over the years. She 
spoke of one woman who lives 
in Turners Falls, who has no 
family, whom she has been vis­
iting in her home for the last 
nine years, helping with med­
ications and administering her 
B-12 injections. "There are so 
many things the Visiting Nurse 
Association nurses cannot do, 
because insurance won't cover 
it," Pajak commented. The 
woman she has been helping 
with her B-12 shots is 100 years 
old now. 

Residents can contact Pajak 
by phone at 863-3200, exten­
sion 107, and are welcome to 
come see her during her regular 
office hours, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8:30 to 11:00 
am. Look for Pajak's regular 
monthly health related column 
in the Montague Repo1ter start­
ing next month. 
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The 17th Annual Sawmill River Run 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
While most of the town was 
sleeping - or sleeping it off -
on New Year's Day, one hun­
dred and twenty-eight brave 
souls woke early and found 
their way over treacherous, icy 
roads to the common in 
Montague Center for the 17th 
annual running of the 10 K 
Sawmill River Run. 

As steady rain fell, race 
organizer (and selectboard 
member) Allen Ross called it 
"a great tumout, despite the 
weather." 

DElMOLD PHOTO 

Smiarowski Farms. 
Ross thanked the town 

highway department for ignor­
ing the holiday and getting out 
of bed even earlier than the 
runners, to sand the roads. 
"They did a great job," he said. 

Over $3000 was raised from 
race entry fees this year. 
Proceeds from the race will be 
donated to the Motmt Grace 
Land Trust, the Smiarowski 
college scholarship fund at 
TFHS, the Montague Grange, 
and the Montague Voltmteer 
Firefighters. 

First across the finish line 
was 19-year-old Jesse Regnier, 
of Hampden, who came in at 
34.28, the length of time most 
town residents lay in bed that 
morning trying to get their 
eyes open before placing their 
first foot on the floor. Not 
exactly breathing down his 
neck, but trailing him some­
what wistfully through the fog, 
was 38-year-old Nick Hopley, 

Runners approach the finish line 

Ann Fisk, one of the 
Volunteers Firefighters, on 
hand to help keep time and 
insure safety at the race, said 
her organization normally 
donates their share of the race 
proceeds, and this year they 
were thinking of giving pa1t of 
the proceeds to the family of 
Tracy Tum, a fo1mer Sawmill 
River runner who died tmex­
pectedly at her Montague 
Center home last month. 

on an icy New Year's day in Montague Center. 

crossing the finish line at 
37.45. 

First among the women nm­
ners was Ma1jorie Shearer, 36, 
of Greenfield, at 41 :28, with 

Sidney Letendre, 52, of 
Florence following at 43:04. 

The youngest runner was 
Nicholas Doherty, 14, of 
Athol, who came in at 52:07. 

Tony Lucia, of Agawam, at 68, 
was the oldest runner this year. 
He crossed the line at 63: 16, 
and received a 50-potmd bag 
of potatoes, courtesy of 

Habitat for Humanity Seeks Families 
BY DORIS MACLEOD 
TURNERS FALLS - Pioneer 
Valley Habitat for Humanity is 
looking for families interested 
in purchasing a simple, decent, 
affordable home. An informa­
tion session will be held to 
acquaint people with the Habitat 
for Humanity program and how 
to qualify to become a partner 
family. That meeting will be 
held on Janua1y 21st at 4:00 
p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church, 148 L Street, in Tumers 
Falls. 

Hampshire 
County. All 
interested 
persons 
must attend 
an info1ma­
tion session 
before 
receiving an 
application. 

housing is not adequate and the 
family is tmable to obtain ade­
quate housing through conven­
tional means; ability to pay, 
which means a family will be 
making affordable payments on 
a no-interest mortgage to pur­
chase their home. Applicants 
must meet the guidelines of 
having income between 30% 
and 50% of the median income 
for the area. A third criteria is 
willingness to partner with 
Habitat, which means putting in 
many hours of 'sweat equity' in 
helping to build the house and 
working with the organization 
in other ways. 

In addition to the site at 2nd 
and L Street in Tumers Falls, 
the Habitat group has sites com­
ing up in both Amherst and 
No1thampton. A fuhrre informa­
tion session will be held in 

Habitat 
f o r 
Humanity 
selects part­
ner families 
on the fol­
lowing crite­
ria: Need, 
w h i C h 
means that 
present 

The first of two Habitat for Humanity houses being built by volunteers on 
the corner of 2nd and L in Turners Falls. 

Those interested in further 
information can call the Habitat 
office at 413-586-5430. 

Musty COMFORTER? Sandy AREA RUG? 
or iust LOTS of Laundrv? 

lllEE DYS: BRING IT ON. 
THE BIi WMHEIS IBE BACK/ 

Always Hot Dryers! Ci) 
Suzee's Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

Open Gvm at Sheffield 
MONTAGUE The 
Montague Parks and 
Recreation Depaitment will 
hold Open Gym hours, begin­
ning Wednesday, Januaiy 3rd 
at the Sheffield Elementa1y 
School in Turners Falls. 

The schedule is as follows: 
Wednesdays; 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m. (Adult- 18 yeai·s and up). 

Thursdays; 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. (Family - 12 and under 
with pai·ent or guai·dian); 8:00 
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. (Youth - ages 
13 - 17). F1idays; 5:30 p.m. -
6:30 p.m. (Family); 6:30 p.m. 
- 7:30 p.m. (Youth); 7:30 p.m. 
- 9:00 p.m. (Adult). 

Admission is $.50 for 
Youth, and $1.00 for Adults 18 

and up. Season Membership: 
Youth rates: $8, Adult rates: 
$12, Family rates: $20 
(includes 1 adult, 2 children). 

Schedule is subject to 
change. Contact the 
Montague Pai·ks and recre­
ation Depaitment at 863-3216 
for more details. 

Acipressure Massa9e & 
~·- H!JPnotfieripy Rau'sAuto THE 

COUNTRY JEWELER.a 
Janet Masucci 

413-863-8694 

Nationallv <.":ertified in Them .utic Massa e Since 1993 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~ (413) 367-2475 
~ Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry 

~ Diamonds 
<I)} Watches 

Custom •·pair 
work done onyremises 

Corner of Main & 

Call Larry: 
772--0859 

Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

~ Anniversa1y Bands 

OMfasftioned service! 

Mon. - Sat. 
9:SO - 5:SO 

www.countryjeweler.com 
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THE HEALTHY GEUER 

Dealing with Leg Cramps 
BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. What exact­
ly is a "charley horse" and why 
do I get them in my legs at 
night? 

According to the American 
Heritage Dictionary of Idioms, 
the term "charley horse" was 
first used in the 1880s by base­
ball players to describe a muscle 
cramp. No one knows the hue 
origin, but the dictionary says: 
"Among the more likely theo­
ries proposed is that it alludes to 
the name of either a horse or an 
afflicted ball player who limped 
like one of the elderly draft 
horses formerly employed to 
drag the infield." 

Geezers are more likely to 
get charley horses because of 
muscle loss that sta1ts in our 
40s. And your remaining mus­
cles don't work as efficiently as 
they used to. Studies show that 
about 70 percent of adults older 

ERVING 
continued from pg 1 
days when the nearby paper 
mill was operating, and the 

than 50 experience nocturnal 
leg cramps. 

A cramp is an involtmtary 
contracted muscle that does not 
relax. The common locations 
for muscle cramps are the 
calves, thighs, feet, hands, aims, 
and the rib cage. Cramps can be 
very painful. Muscles can 
cramp for just seconds, but they 
can continue for many minutes. 

Almost all of us have had 
muscle cramps, but no one 
knows for sure why they hap­
pen. However, many healthcare 
professionals attl-ibute cramping 
to tired muscles and poor 
su·etching. Other suspected 
causes are dehydration, exerting 
yourself when it's hot, flat feet, 
standing on concrete, prolonged 
sitting, and some leg positions 
while sedenta1y. 

Muscle cramps are usually 
harmless. However, they can 
also be symptoms of problems 

configuration of the tanks was 
no longer ideal for pre-treating 
the reduced flow the plant 
handles now. 

Selectboard member Jeff 

------------------------
Mabel Zobel 

By 
Sandro Facto 

- 1 "-.../ 

~-~~· -- ----~--~--

LOVE MAY BE BLIND BUT MARRIAGE IS 
A REAL EYE-OPENER ... 

DOLAN & 01

01::AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUE A 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

!ILLUSTRATION: JESSICA HARMON 

with circulation, nerves, metab­
olism, or ho1mones. Less com­
mon causes of muscle cramps 
include diabetes, Parkinson's 
disease, hypoglycemia, anemia, 
thyroid and endocrine disorders. 

Dubay has urged the board to 
take up the question of 
upgrading and perhaps 
expanding the town's sewer 
system, and Tessier echoed his 
concerns on Tuesday night. 
"We need to 'TV' the sewers, 
replace the pipe where need­
ed," and perhaps expand the 
sewer lines, Tessier said. 

Town sewer is available in 
Ervingside and fairly restrict­
ed in Erving Center. Town 

If you experience frequent 
and severe muscle cramps, see 
your doctor. 

The use of some medica­
tions can cause muscle cramps. 
For example, some diuretic 
medications prescribed for 
high blood pressure can deplete 
potassium. Too little potassi­
um, calcium or magnesium in 
your diet can conu·ibute to 
cramps. 

Here are some pointers for 
treating a cramp yourself: stop 
whatever you were doing when 
you got the cramp, massage the 
muscle and stretch it slowly, 
apply a cold pack to relax tense 
muscles. 

To prevent cramps, do 
stretching exercises especially 
for those muscles that tend to 
cramp, and drink water regular­
ly. If you are exerting yourself 
in heat or sweating for more 
than an hour, you should drink 

water is available only in 
Ervingside. 

Besides the wastewater 
u·eatment plants at both ends 
of town, the village of Farley 
has a small sewer collection 
system and wastewater treat­
ment facility, constructed in 
1984 for a population of 125 
people, with a design capacity 
of 10,000 gallons a day, 
according to a handout provid­
ed by town hall. The Farley 

www.turnarstallsrivarcultura.org 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in Turners Falls 

Log on and find out what you are missing. 

fmit juice or a spo1ts beverage. 
For recurrent cramps that dis­
turb your sleep, your doctor 
may prescribe a medication to 
relax your muscles. 

If you have nocturnal leg 
cramping, ride a stationary 
bicycle for a few minutes before 
bedtime. The following stretch­
ing exercise is good, too. You 
should do it in the moming, 
before dinner and before going 
to bed every night: 

Stand about 30 inches from a 
wall. Keep your heels on the 
floor, lean forward and put your 
hands on the wall. Then, move 
your hands slowly up the wall 
as far as you can reach comfo1t­
ably. Hold the su·etched position 
for 30 seconds. Release. Repeat 
twice. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fredcicetti@gmail.com 

treatment plant, by the side of 
Route 2, consists of two septic 
tanks, a dosing chamber with a 
duplex sewage pumping sys­
tem to raise the effluent to dis­
tribution boxes, from which it 
flows by gravity to a pair of 
72-foot square sand filters. 

The effluent in the sand fil­
ters was originally disinfected 
by ultraviolet light. In 1988, 
the process was changed to the 
use of tablet-type chlorine dis­
infection tmits, due to exces­
sive maintenance problems 
with the UV disinfection sys­
tem. 

ERVING 
CORRESPONDENT 

SOUGHT 
• Cover local news 

• Get involved in your community' 

Call 863-8666 
Montague Reporter 

Now Hiring 

omce Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
1\,EGAL 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
BlMNO • BUILDING • 8EWN6 

A complete line of modular homes from p~ and 
permits to the finished project, they handle the entire job. 

PfR~~~Hl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'~ mmP NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS Kyle Scott and Donald Y. Bowman 
863-9555 • 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Neil, M.A. 
Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA01351 • 413.367.9514 
Joanne@moonrisemedicinals.com 

Ann Forslund 
REALTOR" 

Business: 413-863-9736 ext. J 2 
E-mail: AnnForslund@gjar.com 
Our Website: www.gjar.com/Ourlistings 

~ Now Accepting 
~ New Clients! 

Gen Johnson 6 Associates 
RlALTORS 

66 French King llighway 
Gill. ~IA 0 1176 

I can devote my e:,.perience and time to new buyers and sellers. 

--- FOUR DIRECTIONS 

• Fov~ 01REcr10NS 
HEAL:IN4 A~n 

HEALING ARTS 
Acuptmcture 

Massage, Reiki 
Flower Essence Therapy 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 
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Jep's Place: Hope, Faith and Other Disasters Part XVI 

Outhouse 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - I first saw real toilet 
paper when we went to visit 
some city folks in Holyoke. We 
used scraps of newspaper, or the 
Sears & Roebuck catalog, 
which was a lot more interesting 
than looking at a roll of toilet 
paper. Buying toilet paper 
seemed foolishly extravagant, 
as well as boring. The catalogue 
sent me into a dream state. The 
visions of paradise that Sears & 
Roebuck held out to us were far 
more attractive than the ones the 
priest droned on about on 
Stmday. We couldn't wait to 
read the new catalog when it 
came in the mail. When a new 
one affived, the next stop for the 
old catalog was the outhouse, 
where it furnished reading 

material as well as toilet paper. 
The outhouse was at the end 

of a long woodshed attached to 
the house. The woodshed was 
nothing fancy; just a big sloping 
box built with log rafters and 
rough lumber that weathered 
silver gray on the outside. A 
door, at the far end, opened onto 
a room the size of a closet with 
just enough space for a "two­
holer''. 

The "two-holer" seat, nailed 
onto a raised platfo1m the size 
of a blanket chest, had a small 
hole for children and a big hole 
for adults. The hole edges were 
"smooth and rounded for utmost 
comfo1t in colonial maple or 
walnut finish" as described in 
the Sears & Roebuck catalogue. 
We were careful to first tear out 
pages of the catalog that were of 
least interest. Pages showing 
jewehy and watches, 
Winchester rifles, Daisy BB 
guns, fishing and trapping 
equipment, Coleman kerosene 
lamps and lanterns, stew pots, 
spiders, and ladies 
underga1ments were saved as 
long as possible. Horse 
harnesses, wiffle trees, sulky 
plows, snaths, and pre-cut 
houses complete with front 
porches were of interest but not 
essential. Anything to do with 

electricity or plumbing was fair 
game - since we had neither on 
our farm. 

I sometimes read these 
entries as a kind of fantasy or 
science fiction, wondering what 
life would be like with indoor 
plumbing, electric lights and a 
radio. It was something to 
dream about, but totally out of 
the reach in our present state of 
finances. But I was content to 
look and dream. 

Selecting a suitable page 
grew increasingly troublesome 
as the catalogue grew thiimer. 
Not only would the person have 
to make a tough choice, but they 
had to consider the wrath of 
someone who wanted to save a 
pa1ticular page of interest. I 
sometimes flipped to the corset 
pages to guiltily invade the 
privacy of the demure models 
who modestly cast their gaze 

downward or to the side. 
The outhouse seemed like a 

world of its own. The 
enchanting daydreams brought 
on by the catalogue were 
accompanied by flies buzzing in 
the soft light, gliding in circles 
perilously close to webs cast by 
spiders lying in wait. A shovel 
stuck in a pail of wood ashes 
stood ready to scatter a covering 
after each toilet use. Motes 
drifted in a shaft of light angled 
down from a small open triangle 
where the top of the privy door 
sagged away from the 
doorframe. The atmosphere 
created a fantasy world that 
made hope real and the owning 
of treasures displayed in the 
''wish book" possible. 

- Continued Next Week 

The Gregory Caputo Big Band Coming To Turners Falls High School 
TURNERS FALLS - The Gill- is also a drummer with 
Montague Education Ftmd in the 18-piece band. He 
partnership with "Phil D." of has been described as 
radio station WIZZ 1520 AM "a master drummer 
will present the third annual who speaks volumes in 
Gill-Montague Gala, and this refined sensibilities and 
year's featured musicians will superb technique." 
be the Gregory Caputo Big His professional 
Band and his show "Velocity." credits include 

Caputo, trained in classical, drnmming for the 
rock, swing, jazz and Latin Cotmt Basie Orchestra, 
styles, has produced a big band the Les Brown big 
show that highlights the Big Band, the Jimmy 
Band Era. He serves as MC, and Dorsey Orchestra, the 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. FAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

CARPEfflY LAND wamo 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

SERVICES 
PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW: 
Sita Lang, (413) 834-7569. 
Hauling your used goods to 
people and places in need, and 
not necessarily to the landfill. 
Free Estimates. 

Seeking buildable land near 
Montague Center. Please call 
Douglas or Ginny, 617.623.23833. 
No agents pis. 

TITOR AVAILABLE 
Emphasis on reading, writing 
and verbal skills. Steady clients 
only. Must be motivated. 413-
863-5149. 

Benny Goodman Big Band, the 
Gene Krupa Big Band, the 
Sammy Kaye Orchestra and the 
Hany James Big Band. He has 
also served as a drummer for the 
Marvelettes, the Ink Spots, the 
Coasters and the Mills Brothers, 
as well as for Cab Calloway, 
Hany Connick Sr., Sammy 
Davis Jr., Jeny Vale and Benny 
Waters, among others. 

A graduate of the Hartford 
Conse1vatory of Music Jazz and 
Pop Program, Caputo has been a 
faculty member at Motmt 
Holyoke College in South 
Hadley, Westfield State College 
and the University of 

Massachusetts. He has been a 
faculty member of Jazz in 
Ve1mont and the University of 
Massachusetts Jazz in July 
Summer Workshop. 

A New Englander by birth, 
Caputo hit the music scene at 
age 14. After graduating from 
high school, he realized music 
was his passion. "I keep the 
highest level of professionalism 
eve1y time I play," he said. "I 
can perform Sing, Sing, Sing 
with the Benny Goodman Big 
Band a thousand times, but each 
time I play it, I have to 
remember that this is the first 
time this audience has heard me 

play, so I give it my all." 
Joyce Phillips, producer of 

the Gill-Montague Gala, said, 
"Velocity promises to be a rare 
chance to hear the histo1y of the 
Big Bands and feel the 
excitement in the music." 

Caputo and his and band will 
perfo1m "Velocity" at the state­
of-the-art theater at Turners 
Falls High School on Saturday, 
April 28th, at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission will be $20, and 
tickets go on sale in March. 
Unde1writers for the Gala are 
Hillside Plastics, Inc., and 
Construction Monitoring 
Se1vices, Inc. 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 

CARSENSE 
AUTOMOTIVE PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Thu. Fri. Sat. 
Noon - 6pm 

413-863-2700 

Songline Emu Farm 
66 French King Highway, Gill 

,vww.aiiaboutemu.com 

Your Automotive Answer 

TELE: (4 1 3) 772-8862 
CELL: (4 1 3) 5 12-041 3 

409 DEERFIELD STREET • GREENFIELD 

DON $KOLE 
PRESIDENT 

~ Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 774-6938 (508) 544-5431 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
King & Karen Brandow or The 
Prince Myshkins who are Rick 
Burkhardt & Andy Gricevich. 
Tickets at the door are $17 per 
person and $30 for two people. 
Tickets in advance - at Boswell's 
Books, Broadside Bookshop, 
Food for Thought Books, 
Odyssey Bookshop, World Eye 
Bookstore, and 
wmjwj@wmjwj.org- are $15 per 
person and $25 for tv.ro. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
Westem Mass coalition of Jobs 
with Justice. 7:30 pm. 

Ill SPIT UHi CHIii 
MONDAYS -Dr~n. 3-6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARYSTH 
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers 
Falls, Rock 201, high energy 
rock and roll, requests gladly 
taken .. 9:30 pm. Come to dance! 

Free Movie! The Montague 
Police Depa1tment in partnership 
with the Montague Recreation 
Department presents "Bamyard" 
(1 hour 28 Mins) at Sheffield 
School Auditorium. The feature 
picture starts at 6:30 p.m. The 
family movies are funded by the 
Montague Lodge# 2521 of Elks 
and are designed to provide a 
family night out without cost to 
families. Parents are encouraged 
to attend with their children. 
Please-attendees bringing 
refreshments limit their items to 
bottled water and dry snacks 
only to prevent messy clean ups. 
Movies a.re made available 
through the cooperation of "The 
Movie Gallery" located on 
Federal St in Greenfield. MPAA 
Rating: PG for some mild peril 
and mde humor. 

SATURDA~JANUARY6TH 
Full Moon Follies a.t the Wendell 
Full Moon Coffee House, 
Wendell Town Hall. Shows Start 
at 7:30 p.m. with Open Mic; and 
the Main Act Around 8 p m. 
Perfo1mances includes a hilari­
ous skit with Paul Richmond, 
Suzie Polucci, Court Dorsey, 
Devia, Pa.tty Smythe and others! 
Sliding Sea.le Donation $6 - $12 
at the door. Decadent delicious 
desse1t-o-ra.ma. Benefit Wendell 
Old Home Day Collllllittee. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers 
Falls, Catamount classic & 
southem rock. 9:30 p.m. Come 
to dance! 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7TH 
The Montague Bookmill pres­
ents The Dead of Winter Free 
Films for the Frozen. First in the 
series is The 400 Blows, director 
Francois Tmffaut. Shown at 7 
pm. Fre.e. 

Classical Piano by Adam 
Bergeron at the Deja Brew, 
Wendell. No cover, 7 to 9 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11 TH 
Hello Iraq, How Are You? 
Opening reception for an exhibit 
of art from children in Iraq and 
in the USA, 5 to 6 pm., refresh­
ments served. The exhibit will be 
on display through Janua1y 31st 
at Green Fields Market, 
Greenfield. This exhibit is creat­
ed from The Iraqi Children's Art 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH 
Shea Theater Charitable Concert 
Featuring Final Hour, Proceeds 
to benefit The Brick House 
Collllllunity Center. Also featur­
ing King Rex and And There 
Was Change. Doors open 7 p.m. 
and showtirne is 7:30 p.m. 863-
2281. 

THURS -Drop-in, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

Free (exrept some trips), open to local 
teens. Some require permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot~pot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiu!d Street, Turners Falls, 01376. 

$ GREENFIELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 

Showtimes for 

Fri, Jan. 5th-Thurs., Jan. 11th 

1. HAPPil..Y N'EVER AFI'ER PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
2. NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 DTS sound 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
3. CHARLOTTE'S WEB G 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4:30 
4.ERAGON PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 

Paul Richmond, Court Dorsey and Suzie Polucci, along with others, will peifonn at 
the Full Moon Follies at the Wendell Coffee House on Satunlay, January 6th. 

Echo Lake Coffee House pres­
ents the award winning Bard 
Insurgent, Tom Neilson. Local to 
the valley, Tom has been writing 
and singing folk songs with 
social/political import for 40 
years. Tom specializes in politi­
cal satire, parody and social 
collllllentary. 7:30 pm, Leverett 
Town Hall. Opening for Tom are 
the equally outrageous Raging 
Grannies of Western Mass. 
Admission is $12/$10 for sen­
iors. For more info, call (413) 
548-9394. 

5. THEPURSUITOFHAPPYNESS 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 PG13 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
DAILY 7:15 R DTS sound 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:30 3:45 
7. BABEL R DTS sound 

Exchange Project collection. 
The Green Fields Market display 
will feature recent a1t from local 
children, as well as art from Iraqi 
children living in exile in 
Amman, Jordan. Children and 
youth (under 18 years) are invit­
ed to make their own pictures for 
children in Iraq or Jordan. They 
can bring their paintings or 
drawings to Green Fields 
Market throughout the month of 
Janua1y. For more information 
you can contact: Claudia Letko, 
(413) 584-0068 email: iraqichil­
drensart@verizon net 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 12TH & 13TH 
Pothole Pictures Winter Film 
Series presents Shakespeare in 
Love. Memorial Hall, Shelbume 
Falls. Music before the movie,(7 
p.m.) Friday: Ian Curtis & 
Friends (rock) and Saturday: The 
Ambiguities (rock). Movie 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Admition 
charged. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13TH 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography, 
Turners Falls. Celebrate the 
First Year Anniversary with 
Face to Face: Portraits from 
Fifty Years, photographs by 
Douglas Kirkland. 1- 7 p.m. 
reception, exhibition, live music 
and hors d'oeuvres. 7:15 - 8:45 
pm. a1tist's talk & refreshments. 

TUESDAYJANUARY16TH 
MCTV Producers Group 
Meeting. Eve1yone interested in 
either producing their own show 
or participating in someone 
else's please come by. At the 
studio: 34 2nd Street, Tumers 
Falls, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14TH 
Scandinavian Dancing at the 
Montague Grange. Hambo, pols­
ka., schottis, waltz, and the 
delights of the hardanger fiddle! 
Dancers with all levels of experi­
ence are welcome. No partner 
necessa1y. $8.00. For info con­
tact andrea: 
fiddlerlarson@aol.com or Alice 
at 774-7771. 3 to 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19TH 
Charlie King & Karen Brandow 
and The Prince Myshkins will 
perfonn at All Souls Unitarian­
Universalist Church, Greenfield. 
Doors open at 7pm. These two 
social justice musical duos are 
teaming up for a "duopalooza" -
an event that's twice as good as a 
lollapalooza, which, according to 
Wikipedia., means "something 
outstanding or unusual." That 
would characterize either Charlie 

Auditions: 
The Countiy Players needs A 
Few Good Men! Open casting 
call January 8 and 10, 7 to 8 
p m. at The Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls. Directed by 
Richard J. Martin, A Few Good 
Men by Aaron Sorkin is a drama 
about ti·ia.l of two Marines for 
complicity in the death of a fel­
low Marine at Guantanamo Bay. 
Production Date: April 13, 13, 20 
and 21, 2007. Telephone (413) 
498-2736. 

Shea Young Stage Company will 
hold auditions for Alice in 
Wonderland in January '07 at 
the Shea. www.theshea.org 

DAILY 6:30 9:20 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.w. 

FRIDAY 1/5 
Nicole Berke & Jesse Cafiero 

Rock 9-11 p.w. 
SATURDAY 1/6 

Blame It On Tina 
R~ 9-llp.w. 

SUNDAY 1/7 7-9 p.w. 
Classical Piano w/ Adam Bergeron 

No Cover Either Night! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

Upcoming at the Discovery ca•r 
Open Friday & SatUl'day 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. G1·oups by Special Arragement, Tuesday-Thursday 

ONDISPIAY JANUARY2ND-31ST THURSDAY, JANUARY 11TH SATURDAY, JANUARY 13TH 
Daniel Goettel - Landscape Conservation Workshop for Bird ID Wall< along Power Canal 
Photographs. Human and natural land- Landowners. RobertA. Levite, Esq. of Altl1ough many birds migrate south, 
scapes in a captivating black and white Worcester UMASS Extension will tl1ere are some resident species tliat 
photography. You can view a sampling give a presentation on the new charita- stick it out through the w-inter in 
of his work at www.danielgoettel.com ble tax benefits provided by Congress Massachusetts. Geared towards all 
Reception January 5th, 4 - 7 pm, and signed by die President a couple of ages. 9am. 
Historic Great Hall. Refreshments . montlis ago. The law allows for signif- WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17TH 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6TH icantly larger deductions over a much 6:00 - 8:30 pm. FREE Ice Fishing 
Curious about Creatures. Join refuge longer period of time and qualified Class with expert angler, Jini Lagacy. 
staff for a program about the mysteries landowners may be eligible for up to Equipment basics, techniques, fish 
of wildlife slUvival in harsh New 100% deductions on tl1e gift or bargain identification, and angler etliics. Field 
England winters. We will cover topics sale of conservation restrictions on instmction portion will be held on 
such as the different homes animals their property. The application is chal- Satul'(lay the 20th. Paiticipants must 
build and tl1e adaptations they liave lenging, so along with area land trusts, complete class in order to partake in 
developed to survive until spring. presenter will be available to assist field portion of tl1e course. Pre-regis-
Geared towaitls adults, all ai-e wel- landowners with questions about pos- tration 1-eq11it-ed; space is limited. 
come. 1 pm sible plans. 7 to 9 p m. 

Gt·eat Falls Discovery Cente1; 2 Avenue A, Turne1·s Falls (413) 863.3221 www.greatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & H<>me Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Brion R. Son Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 years Certified• Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrcrpcir 290-1162 

863-2471 
fe1x 863-8022 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

~ ·•Cotton• S.ilks •Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery ~'fateriaJ 

• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CASH & CJLt:CKS ONLY 
on.-Sa1. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 • Closed Mo11 .• June, July, August -

Power Square 

• • Greenfield 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 
Ray's Horror and 

Sci-Fi Corner 
Ordering Seed a Tonic for Winter Blues 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - A sure­
fire antidote to the post-holiday 
blahs is as close as your mailbox. 
Beginning around mid­
December, the glossy color-laden 
seed catalogues strut to edge out 
the gift buying promotions. To 
date, I've received seven, all 
filled with improbably brilliant, 
healthy specimens of all the veg­
etables, fnrits and flowers one 
can imagine. Shopping from 
these photos is as dangerous as 
food shopping on an empty stom­
ach: you need at least one of 
eve1ything. So, enjoy. Dog-ear 
the pages, check mai·k eve1ything 
you like or want or wish for to fill 
a gai·den at least three times the 
size available, not to mention the 
available labor to plant, weed and 
tend to the firrish time. After that, 
settle down to create your real 
shopping list. 

First, check last year's sup­
plies to see what leftover seed 
you have. Tomato and pepper 
seed should last for two years or 
so; peas, beans, radish, lettuce, 
squash and melon two or more 
yeai·s. You may throw away left­
over onion, leek as well as most 
flower seeds without guilt, as 
their ge1mination rate after a 
yeai·'s storage is so poor it's not 
worth the effort to plant them. 
However, if your Yankee thrift 
gene is kicking in, you can 
pretest old seed by placing it 
between damp layers of paper 
towel and waiting a few days to 
see how well it responds. 

Second, order and plan to 
grow things compatible with our 
weather zone. We're really at the 
edge of the zone for successfol 
growing of melons, eggplant and 
similar tender crops. Depending 
on the individual season, New 
England gardeners experience 
great success or great loss with 
such crops. Timing of the frosts, 
diying out of the soil for planting, 
the amount of sun and heat and 
rain are all factors out of our con­
trol and ai·e also the same vai1-
ables that create the challenge 
some gardeners thi'ive on. 

Some maxims to info1m your 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

gai·den planning ai·e: grow what 
you like, grow only what you can 
eat or share, grow without chem­
icals as much as you can and 
finally, grow a new plant or a 
new variety each year. 

Additionally, consider your 
garden space. You may find 
crops that demand the foll season 
to reach fruition are cheaper to 
buy from someone else. For 
instance, we gave up growing our 
own com long ago; it reqtrires 
considerable room for a lengthy 
pe11od of time and given how 
much we gave away to the squir­
rels, it was cleai·ly cheaper to buy 
from another grower. On the 
other hand, even though squash 
takes up much space and time, I 
continue to grow winter vai'ieties 
because I know that squash 
absorbs huge amounts of pesti­
cides in commercial gai·dens and 
I prefer mine as orgairic as possi­
ble. 

Gloss and glitter ai·en't eve1y­
thing. Catalogues that are the 
most allwmg don't sell products 
that are superior to others; they 
just have more money to spend 
on advertising. Your research 
needs to be founded on different 
considerations. For example, 
local New England seed houses 
will be offe1111g t11ed and t111e 
plants for our growing zone. Pine 
Tree Seeds of New Gloucester, 
ME offers seeds approp11ate for 
local gardening. However, I 
notice that another old favo11te, 
Vermont Bean Seed Company 
now comes from Wisconsin. 
Shepherd's Seeds has been 
bought out by White Flower 
Farm, but remains a New 
England enterp11se. 

For the purists among us, only 

heirloom seeds will do. 
Depending on who is defining 
the term, 'heirloom' refers to cul­
tivars that have been around 
since before the advent of 
hyb11dization, around the 1930s, 
or simply refers to seed haivested 
from last yeai·'s crop and saved 
for next year's growing season. 

The heirloom Brandywine 
tomato is a fine example. The 
lai·ge fnrit is sweet and delicious; 
the fnrit is also fragile and prone 
to splitting. While the plant pro­
duces good-sized tomatoes, pait 
of each can be lost to rotting or 
mold. Hybrid seed, on the other 
hand, is produced from a1tificial­
ly cross-pollinated plants, bred 
for improved yield, unifo1mity, 
disease-resistance and color. For 
example, many of the beefsteak 
tomatoes are hybrids: large, 
meaty, disease free and uniform 
in shape. They ai·e also tasty 
although some feel they have 
"bred out" the fine, acidic tomato 
flavor many of us crave. 

Ideally, many gardeners grow 
a mix of heirloom and hyb11d 
va11eties, each chosen for the 
characteristics that make it espe­
cially desirable. When orde1111g 
tomato seed, tly Tomato Growers 
Supply Company for a great 
combination of heirloom and 
hyb11d va11eties, catalogued by 
type and time of matw'ity. 

Once your shopping list has 
been refined, it's time to order. It 
may the first week of the new 
year, but we'll be sta1ting leek 
and onion seed for the Brown 
gai·den anywhere between the 
last week of January and the mid­
dle of Feb1uary. This timing 
allows for one transplanting 
before setting the young plants 
out in the gai·den in mid-Ap11l to 
ve1y early May. Likewise, pepper 
plants need to be staited in mid­
F ebma1y and tomatoes late 
Febmary to eai·ly Mai·ch. Both of 
these will be ti·eated to one ti·ans­
planting before moving out to the 
garden ai·ound the Memo1fal Day 
weekend. 

So go ahead, treat yourself. 
Orde1111g seed is nurturing to a 
gardener's soul, and it's time! 

a collection of DVD and occasional 
theater recommendations ~ 

BY RAY DIDONATO 
WENDELL-/, Robot (2004). 
Directed by Alexa Proyas. In 
futuristic America, where 
robots assist humans in a vari­
ety of tasks, detective Del 
Spooner (Will Smith) investi­
gates the apparent suicide of a 
scientist (James Cromwell), 
who Spooner believes was 
ach1ally murdered by one of 
his own robot creations. As 
Spooner digs deeper into the 
case, he discov­
ers something is 
rotten in Robot 
Land. Great 
perfo1mance by 
Will Smith, 
who has 
mahired as an 
actor since Men 
in Black and 
Bad Boys. 
Also staning 
Bridget 
Moynihan 
Arguably the 
real stars of the 
movie are the 
robots. They 
totally rock! 
.Rated PG-13, 
115 minutes 

T e x a s 
Chainsaw 
Massacre 
(1974). 
Directed by 
Tobe Hooper. A 
group of friends on a road ti·ip 
to Texas to check on their 
grandfather's grave and an old 
family estate get more than 
they bai·gained for when they 
come upon an isolated house 
across the field. Starring 
Marilyn Burns, Paul A. 
Partain, and Gunnar Hansen 
as Leatherface. 

This film offers the first 
glimpse ofLeatherface and his 
disturbed fainily. Leathe1face 
is quick and bmtal in his 
killing, and sounds more like 

an airimal in his "vocaliza­
tions". The film turns from 
murderfest to plain sadistic 
and I will not pretend not to 
have been a little freaked out 
watching this film - but isn't 
that the point? Rated R, 83 
minutes. 

X-Files Recommendation: 
"Squeeze," originally aired 
9/24/93 (Season 1, Episode 2). 
On the trail of a serial killer 
following a sti'ing of mysteri-

ous murders, Mulder and 
Scully him their attention to 
Eugene Victor Toombs, a 
young animal control officer. 
But when they discover old 
case files stretching back over 
the cenhuy, the trail takes a 
new and sinister twist. 

Notes on Upcoming Films 
In theaters: Children of 

Men (limited release), Pan's 
Labyrinth (limited release), 
Black Christmas (remake) 

Coming soon: The Hitcher 
(remake) 
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e•l••tl•,;,. TOGNARELLI 

HEATING & COOLING UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easx in-tmvn location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

II AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

✓ PC Sales & Se1vice 

✓ MAC Software Support 

Veronica Phaneuf 
(413) 367-0025 

about-face@ve112on net 

✓ Network Suppo1t and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Suppo1t 
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~ JmmM>I 
Custom calender 
with 'PS' photos 

Olz+/22.IS 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 
.,,,,.;1111,1:,,-

74( Main Street • Northfield 

413-498-5166 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

J j • The Gas Experts 

i!11Qjll!!, lMCi:M<. 
Hc,,omg&Coca,g;S,-. 413-863-2295 c....,,,iAi,.Any,--ba-e 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

~issance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Bo){ 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 




